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Distingubhed  Order  of  Saint  Michael  and  Saint  Q«orge. 


THE  MINISTRY. 


Premier,  Colonial  Secretary,  Postmaster-General, 
and  Commissioner  o!  Telegraphs         

Attorney-General       

Colonial  Treasurer,  Commissioner  of  Stamps,  and 
Commissioner  of  Customs         

Minister  of  Justice,  Minister  of  Lands  and  Immigra- 
t  ion,  and  Minister  of  Education  

Minister  for  Public  Works  and  Minister  of  Mines ... 

Minister  for  Native  Affairs 


The  Hon.  John  Hall. 

The  Hon.  Fbedbbick  Whitakbb. 

The  Hon.  Habbt  Albebt  Atkinson. 

The  Hon.  William  Rollebton. 
The  Hon.  Riohabd  Oliybb. 
The  Hon.  John  Bbtce. 


BOLL   OF  THE   LEGISLATIVE   COUNCILLORS. 


Acland,  Hon.  John  Barton  Arundel,  Canterbury. 
Baillie,  Hon.  William  Douglas  Hall,  Marlborough 

(Chairman  of  Committees). 
Bell,  Hon.  Sir  Francis  Dillon,  Otago. 
Bonar,  Hon.  James  Alexander,  Westland. 
Brett,  Hon.  De  Renzie  James,  Canterbury. 
Buckley,  Hon.  George,  Canterbury. 
Buckley,  Hon.  Patrick  Alphonsus,  Wellington. 
Campbell,  Hon.  Robert,  Otago. 
Chamberlin,  Hon.  Henry,  Auckland. 
Dignan,  Hon.  Patrick,  Auckland. 
Edwards,  Hon.  Nathaniel,  Nelson. 
Fitzherbert,  Hon.  Sir  WilUam,  KC.M.G.,  Wei- 

linffton  (Speaker). 
Eraser,  Hon.  Thomas,  Otago. 
Ghrace,  Hon.  Morgan  Stanislaus,  Wellington. 
Chray,  Hon.  Ernest,  Canterbury. 
Hart,  Hon.  Robert,  Wellington. 
Henderson,  Hon.  Thomas,  Auckland. 
Holmes,  Hon.  Mathevr,  Otago. 
Johnson,  Hon.  George  Randall,  Wellington. 
Johnston,  Hon.  John,  Wellington. 
Eenny,  Hon.  William  Henry,  Auckland. 
Eohere,  Hon.  Mokena,  Waiapu. 
Lahmann,  Hon.  Henrr  Herman,  Westland. 
Mantell,  Hon.  Walter  Baldock  Durant,  Wellington. 


Martin,  Hon.  John,  Wellington. 

Menzies,  Hon.  James,  Otago. 

Miller,  Hon.  Henry  John,  Otago. 

Ngatata,  Hon.  Wi  Tako,  Wellington. 

Nurse,  Hon.  Willj|m  Hugh,  Oti^o. 

Paterson,  Hon.  James,  Otago. 

Peacock,  Hon.  John  Thomas,  Canterbury. 

Peter,  Hon.  William  Spence,  Canterbury. 

Pharazyn,  Hon.  Charles  Johnson,  Wellington. 

Pollen,  Hon.  Daniel,  Auckland. 

Renwick,  Hon.  Thomas,  Nelson. 

Reynolds,  Hon.  William  Hunter,  Otago. 

Richmond,  Hon.  Mathew,  C.B.,  Nelson. 

Robinson,  Hon.  William,  Nelson. 

Russell,  Hon.  Henry  Robert,  Hawke's  Bay. 

Scotland,  Hon.  Henry,  Taranaki. 

Taiaroa,  Hon.  Hori  Kerei,  Otago. 

Waterhouse,  Hon.  George  Marsden,  Wellington. 

Whitaker,  Hon.  Frederick,  Auckland. 

Whitmore,    Hon.    George    Stoddart,    C.M.G., 

Hawke's  Bay. 
Wigley,  Hon.  Thomas  Henry,  Canterbury. 
Williamson,  Hon.  James,  Auckland. 
Wilson,  Hon.  John  Nathaniel,  Hawke's  Bay. 
Wood,  Hon.  William,  Otago. 
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Adams,  William  Acton  Blakeway,  Citj  of  Nelson. 

Allwright,  Harry,  Lyttelton. 

Andrews,  Samuel  Paoll,  City  of  Christchurch. 

Atkinson,  Hon.  Harry  Albert,  Eemont. 

Bain,  James  Walker,  InTercargilT. 

Ballance,  John,  Bangitikei. 

Barron,  William,  Cayersham. 

Beetham,  George,  Wairarapa. 

Bowen,  Charles  Christopher,  Eaiapoi. 

Brandon,  Alfred  de  Bathe,  Wellington  Country. 

Brown,  James  Clark,  Tuapeka. 

Bryce,  Hon.  John,  Wanganui. 

Bunny,  Heniy,  Wairarapa. 

Colbeck,  William  Henry,  Marsden. 

De  Lautour,  Cecil  Albert,  Mount  Ida. 

Dick,  Thomas,  City  of  Dnnedin. 

Driver,  Heniy,  Roslyn. 

Finn,  11  ugh  Joseph,  Wakatipu. 

Fisher,  James  Bickerton,  Bnller. 

Fisher,  Hon.  James  Temple,  Heathcote. 

Fulton,  James,  Taieri. 

G^rge,  Seymour  Thome,  Rodney. 

Gibbs,  William,  CoUingwood. 

Gisbome,  Hon.  William,  Totara. 

Grey,  Hon.  Sir  George,  K.C.B.,  Thames. 

Hall,  Hon.  John,  Selwyn. 

Hamlin,  Ebenezer,  Franklin. 

Harris,  Benjamin,  Franklin. 

Hirst,  Heniy,  Wallace. 

Hislop,  Thomas  William,  Waitaki. 

Hurst,  William  John,  City  of  Auckland. 

Hursthouse,  Richmond,  Motueka. 

Hutchison,  William,  City  of  Wellington. 

Ireland,  Georee,  Waikaia. 

Johnston,  Walter  Woods,  Manawatu. 

Kelly,  Thomas,  Town  of  New  Plymouth. 

Kenny,  Courtney  William  Ay Imer  Thomas,  Picton. 

Levin,  William  Hort,  City  of  Wellington. 

Lundon,  John,  Mongonui  and  Bay  of  Islands. 

Macandrew,  Hon.  James,  Port  Chalmers. 

Mason,  Thomas,  Hutt. 

Masters,  Edward,  Grey  Valley. 

McCaughan,  Patrick  Xenny,  Riverton. 

McDonald,  Allan,  East  Coast. 

McLean,  George,  Waikouaiti. 

Montgomery,  William,  Akaroa. 


Moorhouse,  William  Sefton,  Ashley. 

Moss,  Frederick  Joseph,  Pamell. 

Murray,  William  Archibald,  Bruce. 

Oliver,  Hon.  Richard,  City  of  Dunedin. 

Ormond,  John  Davies,  Clive. 

O'Rorke,  George  Maurice,  Town  of  Onehunga 
(Speaker). 

Pitt,  Albert,  City  of  Nelson. 

Pyke,  Vincent,  Dunstan. 

Reeves,  Richard  Harman  JefiPares,  Grey  Valley. 

Reid,  Robert  Caldwell,  Hokitika. 

Richardson,  Hon.  Edward,  C.M.G.,  City  of 
Christchurch. 

Richmond,  Andrew  James,  Suburbs  of  Nelson. 

Rolleston,  Hon.  William,  Avon. 

Russell,  William  Russell,  Napier. 

Saunders,  Alfred,  Cheviot. 

Seddon,  Richard  John,  Hokitika. 

Seymour,  Arthur  Penrose,  Wairau  (Chairman  of 
Committees). 

Shanks,  James  Stewart,  Mataura. 

Sheehan,  Hon.  John,  Thames. 

Shephard,  Joseph,  Waimea. 

Shrimski,  Samuel  Edward,  Waitaki. 

Speight,  William  James,  City  of  Auckland  East. 

Stevens,  Edward  Cephas  John,  City  of  Christ- 
church. 

Stewart,  William  Downie,  City  of  Dunedin. 

Studholme,  John,  Gladstone. 

Sutton,  Frederick,  Napier. 

Swanson,  William,  Newton. 

Tainui,  Ihaia,  Southern  Maori. 

Tawhai,  Hone  Mohi,  Northern  Maori. 

Te  Wheoro,  Wiremu,  Western  Maori. 

Thomson,  Hon.  James  William,  Clutha. 

Tole,  Joseph  Augustus,  Eden. 

Tomoana,  Menare,  Eastern  Maori. 

Trimble,  Robert,  Grey  and  Bell. 

Tumbull,  Richard,  Timaru. 

Wakefield,  Edward,  Geraldine. 

Wallis,  James,  City  of  Auckland  West. 

Whitaker,  Frederick  Alexander,  Waipa. 

Whyte,  John  Blair,  Waikato. 

Willis,  William  Jarvis,  Rangitikei. 

Wood,  Reader  Gilson,  Waitemata. 

Wright,  Edward  George,  Coleridge. 
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Int.,  Introduction  of  Bill. — 1b.  2b.  3b.,  First,  Second,  or  Third  Beading. — ^Di«.,  DiBchftrged.^ 
A.,  House  of  Bepresentatives. — /.c.  Legislative  Council. — ^Adj.,  Adjournment  or  Adjourned. — 
Amend.,  Amendment. — c^..  Clause. — Com.,  Committee  of  the  whole  House  or  Committed. — Be* 
com.,  Becommitted  or  Becommittal. — Sel.  Com.,  Select  Committee. — Conf.,  Conference. — 
Cons.,  Consideration. — Deb.,  Debate. — Eipl.,  Explajiatiou. — ^Instr.,  Instruction. — wi..  Motion. — 
Obs.,  Obserration. — g..  Question. — m.q.,  Main  Question. — p.q.^  Preyious  Question. — Bep., 
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(ii^  The  *  to  pa^es  i»  index  of  speeches  of  members  of  the  Legislative  Council  denotes  that  those 
speeches  hare  been  corrected  by  members. 


Abolition  of  Imprisonment  for  Debt  Bill^ 
A.,  Com.  366 

ACLAKD,  Hon.  J.  B.  A.,  Canterbury, 
Local  Bills,  i».  338,*  340,*  378* 
Timaru  County,  q.4»\  m.  265,*  267* 
Triennial  Parliaments  Bill,  2b.  328 

Adams,  Mr.  W.  A.  B.,  kelson  City, 
Civil  Serrantt'  Salaries,  m.  515 
Licensing  Bill  (No.  2),  m.  160 
Native  Affairs  Committee :  Summoning  Witness 

in  Custody,  m.  148 
Parliamentary  Papers  to  Local  Bodies,  m.  367 
Bail  way  Construction,  m.  122 
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IV.,  427,  488 


Addington  Railway  Workshops, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Dick),  377 

Administration  Bill, 
l,c,,  3b.  219 
A.,  IB.  221 

Ayent- General, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Gisbome),  10;  (Mr.  George),  134 
I.e.,  q.  (Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell),  334,  336 

Aharon  Post  and  Telegraph  Office, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Montgomery),  193 


Alexandra  Corporation  Reserve  Boundaries  Bill, 
A.,  lB.192;  2b.  377 

AlUn  and  Kingstreet, 
h,,m.  (Mr.  Maoandrew),  234 

Allwbioht,  Mr.  H.,  Lyttelton, 
Lyttelton  Police  Station,  Ac.,  q.  134 

Anderson's  Bay  Road, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Barron),  193 

Akdbews,  Mr.  S.  P.,  Christchurch  City, 
Cbristchurch  Petty  Sessions  Court,  q.  332 
Elective  Council  Bill,  2b.  263 
Hansard,  m.  230 

High  School  Beserves  Bill,  2b.  360 
Qualification  of  Electors  BUI,  2b.  27 ;  Beoom. 

276 
Bailway  Benefit  Society,  q.  168 
Bailway  Employes,  q.  168 
Begulation  of  Elections  Bill,  2b.  45 
Supply — 

Class  lY.,  427,  430,  431,  486, 489 

Class  VII.,  498 
Sydenham  Petty  Sessions  Court,  q.  331 
Sydenham  Post  Office,  q.  331 
Triennial  Parliaments  Bill,  2b.  47 
Wanganui  Endowed  School  Bill,  Com.  390,  398 
War  Materitds,  q.  506 

Appeals  against  Valuations, 
I.e.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse),  367 
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Appeals  from  Justices  BiU, 
h,,  IB.  432 

Aroha  JBlock, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Sheehan),  434 

ArtiUery  Corps, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  ShankB),  344,  434 

Ashhurion  Countif  Council  Waterworks  Bill, 
h,,  3b.  100 
l.c,,  IB.  132»  313 

Ashley  Gorge  Bridge, 
A.,  g.  (Mr.  MoorhooBe),  505 

Atkinson,  Major,  Egmont  (Colonial  Treasurer, 
Commissioner  of  Stamps,  and  Commissioner 
of  Customs), 

Canterbury  Local  Bodies,  q,  107 

Coal  Import,  q,  166 

Coasting  Trade,  m.  481 

Elective  Council  Bill,  2b.  263 

Financial  Statement,  294,  303 

Fire  Brigades,  q.  330 

GK>ld  Duties  Abolition  Bill,  2b.  216 

Hop- Growing,  q.  166 

Land  Claims  Arbitration  Bill,  2b.  365 

Land-Tax,  q,  435 

Maori  Prisoners,  m.  67 

Miners*  Rights  Fees  Reduction  Bill,  2r.  213 

Native  Affairs  Committee  :   Summoning  Wit- 
ness in  Custody,  m.  103 

Native  Leases,  q.  109 

Okarito  Light,  q.  504 

Order  of  Business,  Obs.  418 

Piako  Swamp,  g.  67 

Property-Tai,  q.  344 

Provincial  Expenditure  and  Receipts,  q.  193 

Public  Works  Contracts,  Obs.  293 

Railway  Construction,  m.  115 

Rees*s  (Mr.)  Charge  for  Legal  Ad?ice,  m.  355 

Supply — 
Com.,  453 
Class  IT.,  428,  432,  482,  488 

Taranaki  Iron-Smelting  Works  Lands  Bill,  m. 
531 

Telegrams  for  Electioneering  Purpo^c^s,  «i.  239, 
250  -^11 

Wellington  Reclaimed  Land,  q.  193 

Auckland  College  and  Grammar  School  Bill, 
h.,  2b.  129 

Auckland  Defence  Force, 
h.,  m,  (Mr.  Hamlin),  855 

Auckland  Government  Contractor, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Swanson),  67 

Auckland  Harbour  Board  Bill, 
A.,  2b.  377 

Auckland  Improvement  Commissioners  Transfer 

of  Powers  BUI, 
h.,  Com.  898 


AuckUmd  Loans  Consolidation  Bill, 
h.,  3b.  192 
I.e.,  IB.  219 

Auckl<md  Baihoau  Workshops, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Tole),  221,  272  ;  m.  (Mr.  Hamlin), 
878 

Auckland  Boads  and  Bridges, 
'  A.,  m.  (Mr.  Whitaker),  350 

Aucklandr-Taupo  Bailwag, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Ballance),  167 

Awatere  Shearing  Reserve  BUI, 
I.e.,  m.  (Hon.  Captain  Baillie),  61 
A.,  IB.  100;  2b.  235  ;  Com.  381 


B. 

Baillib,  Hon.  Captain  W.  D.  H.,  Marlborough, 
Chairman  of  Committees, 
Awatere  Shearing  Reserve  Bill,  m.  61 
Local  Bills,  m.  48,  99 
Otago  University  Bill,  m.  337 
Select  Committ^,  m.  1 

Bain,  Mr.  J.  W.,  Invercargill, 
Bololutha  Bridge,  m.  222 
Indecent  Performances,  q.  193 
Inrercargill  Benevolent  Institution!*,  q.  505 
Invercargill  GKiol,  q.  109 
Invercai^l  Mining  Companies,  q.  271,  435 

BalchUha  Bridge, 
A.,  in.  (Mr.  Thomson),  222 

Ballance,  Mr.  J.,  Wanganui, 
Auckland-Taupo  Railway,  q.  167 
Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  Com.  173,  182 
Representation  Bill,  2b.  87 
Reprint  of  Statutes,  q.  166 
Supply — 

Class  IV.,  425,  428 
Taranaki  Iron-Smelting  Works  Lands  Bill,  2b. 

524,  530  ;  m.  530,  531 
Titanic  Steel  Company,  q.  330 
Wanganui  Coal,  q.  221 
Wanganui  Endowed  School  Bill,  Com.  394. 

398 
Wanganui-Patea  Railway,  q.  167 

Babbon,  Mr.  W.,  Caversham, 
Anderson's  Bay  Road,  q.  193 
Lands  open  for  Occupation,  q.  331 
Native  Coal  for  Railways,  q.  180,  181 
North  Taieri  Road,  q.  506  . 
Provincial  Expenditure  and  Receipts,  q.  192 
Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  Recom.  279 
Regulation  of  Elections  Bill,  Com.  333 

Barton.,  J.,  and  Others, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Reid),  221 

Bbetham,  Mr.  G.,  Wairarapa, 
Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  2r.  22 
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Bell,  Hod.  Sir  F.  Dillok,  Oiago, 
Agent-General,  q,  834,*  335* 
Appeals  against  Yaloations,  m.  368* 
Awatere  Shearing  Beserre  Bill,  m.  61* 
Ohristohuroh  DrOl-shed  Bill,  2b.  373* 
Consolidated  Fund,  q,  132* 
District  Courts  Bill,  2b.  411* 
Elections  Validation  Bill,  2r.  189* 
Hawke's  Baj  and  Marlborough  Rirers  Bill,  2b. 

68,*  841,*  342* 
Lawrence  Atheneum    and    Mining  Institute 

Bill,  2b.  508* 
Local  Bills,  m.  62,*  176,*  268,*  338,*  340* 
Lunatic  Asylums,  m.  62,*  63* 
Miners'  Bights  Fees  Reduction  Bill,  2b.  416 
Mines  Bill,  2b.  503* 
Oamam  Waterworks  Bill,  Com.  188* 
Otago  University  Bill,  2b.  185,*  186,*  187  ;* 

m.  836* 
Otago  Waste  Lands,  m.  184 
Paramene  te  Oneone  v,  Kinross,  m,  67* 
Patents  Bill,  2b.  603* 
Personal  Explanation,  219* 
Public  Accounts,  m.  813,*  314* 
Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  2b.  403* 
Timaru  County,  m,  267* 
Triennial  Parliaments  Bill,  2b.  321* 
UniTersity  Reserves,  m,  59,*  60* 

BowBV,  Mr.  C.  C,  Kaiapoit 

Grahamstown-Te  Aroha  Railway,  m,  349 

Hif  h  School  Reserves  Bill,  2b.  369 

£aiapoi  Railway  Station,  q,  433 

Kew  Zealand  Constitution  Act  1852  Amend- 
ment Bill,  m.  507 

Public  Aceounts,  m.  226 

Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  Recom.  280 

Ranciora  Railway  Platform,  q.  432 

Reers  (Mr.)  Charge  for  Legal  Advice,  m,  352 

Supply— 

dass  in.,  502 

Class  IT.,  482,  486,  486,  487 

Class  YIL,  496 

Wanganui  Endowed  School  Bill,  Com.  387 

Bbavdov,  Mr.  A.  db  B.,  Wellington  Country ^ 
Elections  Validation  Bill,  2b.  172 
High  School  Reserves  Bill,  2b.  868,  861 
Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  2b.  12 ;  Recom. 

276 
Representation  Bill,  2b.  73 
Triennial  Parliaments  Bill,  2b.  47 

Bbett,  Hon.  Colonel,  CanUrburyt 

Christchurch  Drill-shed  Bill,  2b.  373,*  876* 

Harbour  Defences,  m.  270,*  399* 

Lunatic  Asylums,  m.  6* 

Oamaru  Waterworks  Bill,  2b.  162,*  166* 

Railway  Tarifl;  m.  316* 

Timaru  County,  m.  266 

Triennial  Parliaments  Bill,  2b.  320* 

BrigMon- KaitangcUa   and   Outram~  Clarendon 
MaUway, 
h,,  q.  (Mr.  Murray),  433 

Bbowk,  Mr.  J.  C,  TuapekOf 
Representation  Bill,  2b.  78 


Bbtox,  Mr.  J.,  Wanyanm  (Native  Biinister), 
Auckland-Taupo  Railway,  q.  167 
Buller,  Dr.,  q,  505 
Edmonds,  S.  J.,  g.  178 
Greymouth  Native  Reserves,  q.  167 
Lands  Returned  to  Maoris,  m.  228 
Maori  Prisoners,  m.  69 
Maori  Representation  Bill,  2b.  83,  84 
Native  Affairs,  q.  133 
Native  Expenditure,  q,  67 
Native  Land  Purchases,  q.  343,  844 
Native  Petitions,  m.  346 
Native  Reserves  Vesting  Bill,  2b.  124,  207, 

208 
Rees's  (Mr.)  Charge  for  Legal  Advice,  m.  851, 

862,  354 
Representation  Bill,  2b.  83 
TeKeha,  W.,  m.  203,  204 
Waikato  Survevs,  q.  108 
Wanganui  Endowed  School  Bill,  Com.  884 
West  Coast  Native  Reserves,  q.  844 

BVCKLBT,  Hon.  G.,  Canterbury^ 
Appeals  against  Valuations,  m.  373* 
Christchurch  Drill-shed  Bill,  2b.  874;*  Com. 

504 
Elections  Validation  Bill,  2b.  190* 
Local  Bills,  m.   176$*    Com.  184;  m.  338,* 

889,*  340* 
Oamaru  Waterworks  Bill,  2b.  162,*    164;* 

Com.  188 
PatenU  Bill,  2b.  603 
RaUway  Tarifi*,  m.  814,*  841* 
Select  Committees,  m,  1,*  3* 
West  Coast  Maori  Disturbances,  q,  48 

BXTCKLBT,  Hon.  P.  A.,  VelUnyion, 
Maori  Prisoners,  q,  99* 
Miners'  Rights  Fees  Reduction  Bill,  2b.  412 
Protection  of  Animals  Bill,  2b.  471 
Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  2b.  408 
Supreme  Court  Practice,  q»  99* 
Wellington  Railway  Station,  q,  265 

Building  Societies  BUI, 
/.c,  IB.  219;  2b.  318 
h.,  IB.  342 

BuKHY,  Mr.  H.,  Wairarapay 
Marsh,  J.,  q,  181 
Railway  Construction,  m.  128 


Cambridge  Courthouse, 
A.,  g.  (Mr.  Whyte),  67 

Canterbury  Local  Bodies, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Saunders),  107 

Canterbury  Biters  Bill, 
h.,  2b.  377 

Chakbeblin,  Hon.  H.,  Auckland, 
Fencing,  m.  469* 
Fencing  Bill,  Com.  270,  880 
Triennial  ParliamenU  Bill,  2b.  826, 828 
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CUneae  Immigration  Regulation  BiUt 
h.,  iB.  66 

Chrigtchmrch  District  Drainage  Billf 
A.,  IB.  271 

ChriHchurch  DriU-shed  Bill, 
A.,  Com.  182 ;  8b.  188 
Ic,  IB.  174;  2b.  873  ;  Com.  504 ;  8b.  581 

Chriitchuroh  Petty  Seseions  Court, 
A.,  q,  (Mr.  Andrews),  882 

Church  Property  Trust  (Canterbury)  Bill, 
A.,  8B.  8 
2.C.,  2b.  160 

Civil  Service, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Reid),  482 ;  in.  (Mr.  Murray),  509 

Civil  Servants*  Salaries, 
A.,  HI.  (Mr.  Andrews),  514 

CUUha  Harbour  Board  Borrowing  Bill, 
A.,  IB.  876 

Coal  Fields, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Murray),  184 

Coal  Import, 
A.,  g.  (Mr.  Lundon),  166 

Coasting  Trade, 
A.,  m.  (Mr.  Moss),  479 

COLBBCK,  Mr.  W.  H.,  Marsden, 
FamaU,  H.  W.,  m,  511 
Parua  Bar  Wharf,  q,  180 
Public  Works  North  of  Auckland,  m,  475 

CoUingwood  Election, 
A.,  m.  (Mr.  GKbbs),  228 

CoUingwood- Karamea  Road, 
A.,  q,  (Mr.  Gibbs),  843 

Consolidated  Fund, 
Ic,  q,  (Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell),  182 

Corrupt  Practices  Prevention  Bill, 
A.,  2b.  45 

Counties  Bill, 
A.,  2b.  877 

Courts, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Hislop),  10 


D. 

Dargaville  Telegraph  Station, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Moss),  482 

Debtors  and  Creditors  Bill, 
A.,  2b.  482 

Deferred-Payment  Land, 
A.,  m.  (Mr.  Ormond),  855 


Db  Lautoitb,  Mr.  C.  A.,  Mount  Ida, 
Awatere  Shearing  Beserre  Bill,  Com.  881,  882 
Electiye  Council  Bill,  2b.  261 
Famall,  H.  W.,  m.  511 
Mansard,  m.  228,  224,  282 
High  School  Beserres  Bill,  2b.  358,  868 
McCready,  D.,  m.  508 
NatiTe  A&irs  Committee :  Summoning  Witness 

in  Custody,  m.  102,  148,  150, 151,  152 
Nelson  South- West  Gold  Fields,  m.  519 
Protection  of  Animals  Bill,  Com.  366 
Public  Accounts,  m.  225,  226 
Qualification  of  Bleotors  Bill,  2b.  39  ;  Beoom. 

280 
Questions,  m,  204 
Bepresentation  Bill,  2b.  72 
Supply — 

Class  ni.,  501 

Chiss  IT.,  429 

Class  YII.,  498 
Tariff,  m.  881 

Triennial  Parliaments  Bill,  Com.  97 
Wanganui  Endowed  School  Bill,  Com.  394 

Dick,  Mr.  T.,  City  of  Dunedin, 
Addin^ton  Bailway  Workshops,  q.  877 
Dunedm  Bailway  Workshops,  q,  167 
Habitual  Drunkards,  q,  168 
Members  of  General  Assembly  Expenses  Bill, 

2b.  486 
Natiye  AiBurs  Committee :  Sununoning  Wit* 

ness  in  Custody,  m.  153 
Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  2b.  80;  B«com. 

278 
Bailway  Construction,  m,  119 
Supply— 

CUws  IV.,  490 
Taieri  Biyer  Floods,  in,  228 
Theatrical  Performances,  m.  224 

District  Courts  Bill, 
A.,  Com.  210 ;  8b.  848 
I.e.,  IB.  867 ;  2b.  411 

District  Courts  Proceedings  Validation  Bill, 
2.C.,  iB.  174;  2B.188;  3b.  219 
A.,  IB.  221 ;  2b.  343 

District  Law  Societies  Bill, 
I.e.,  IB.  219  ;  2b.  264  ;  3b.  264 
A.,  2b.  343 

Divisions, 

A.,  Abolition  of  Imprisonment  for  Debt  Bill,  Com. 
366 
Auckland  Improyement  Commissioners  Trans- 
fer of  Powers  Bill,  Com.  898 
Auckland  Bailway  Workshops,  tn.  379 
Auckland  Boads  and  Bridges,  m.  351 
Awatere  Shearinff  Beserye  Bill,  Com.  382 
Christchurch  Drill-shed  Bill,  Com.  182 
District  Courts  Bill,  Com.  210 
Elections  Validation  Bill,  Com.  172 
Electiye  Council  Bill,  2b.  264 
Gold  Duties  AboUtion  Bill,  2b.  219 
Gold*Mining,  m.  508 
Grey  Valley  Petition,  nt.  234 
Hansard,  m.  288,  234 
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Divisions — continued. 

Harbour  Defences,  m.  4CH) 

Land  Transfer  Bill,  Com.  210 

Licensing  Bill  (No.  2),  Com.  160 

Local  BUls,  Com.  184,  185 

Minora*  Rights  Fees  Beduetiou  Bill,  2e.  216  j 
Com.  361 

Native  Affairs  Committee:  Suminoning  Wit- 
ness in  Custody,  in.  106,  157 

Nelson  Soath-West  Gold  FiekU,  ;;i.  523 

Onehunga  Water  Reserye  Bill,  Com.  159 

Protection  of  Animals  Bill,  Com.  366 

Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  Com.  173,  182, 
183,  282,  291,  292 

Registration  of  Electors  Bill,  Cora.  293,  332 

Regulation  of  Elections  Bill,  Com.  333,  331, 
437,  438 

Representation  Bill,  2b.  74 

Supply- 
Corn.  468 
Class  IV.,  431,  488 

Taranaki  Iron-Smelting  Works  Lauds  Bill,  m. 
530 

Tariff,  m.  114 

Timam  County,  m.  358 

Triennial  Parliaments  Bill,  Com.  97,  98  ;  3b. 
170 

Wanganui  Endowed  School  Bill,  Com.  395,  396, 
397,  398 
/.c,  Christchurch  Drill-shed  Bill,  Com.  504 

Fencing  Bill,  Com.  330 

Miners  Rights  Fees  Reduction  Bill,  2b.  417 

Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  Cora.  470 

Divorce  Courtsy 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Turubull),  66 

Dratnativ  Works  Copyright  Bill, 
A.,  3b.  192 

Dunedin  Railway  Workshops, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Dick),  167 


E. 

l£a.st  and  West  CoastRailway^  Middle  hhtnd, 
//.,  q.  (Mr.  Seddon),  180 

Mdendale- Fort  rose  Railirat/, 
h.,q.  (Mr.  Shanks),  506 

Elation  Petitiotis  Bilf, 
h.,  2b.  46 

Elevtiom,  1875-76, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Hislop),  10' 

Elections  Validation  Bill, 
A.,  iB.  100;  2b.  170;  3b.  173 
Lc,  IB.  174 ;  2b.  189 ;  3r.  264 

Elective  Council  Bill, 
A.,  IB.  100  ;  2b.  255 

Electoral  Acts  Repeal  Bill, 
A.,  2b.  8 

a— 33 


Electors, 
A.,  »i.  (Mr.  Murray),  355 

Emigration  Agents, 
I.e.,  q.  (Hon.  Mr.  Miller),  531 

Emigration  Land  Orders, 
A.,  Y.  (Mr.  Gibbs),  194 


Far  nail,  H.  W., 
A.,  m.  (Captain  Colbeck),  611 

Fencing, 
I.e.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Chamberlin),  469 

Fencing  Bill, 
I.e.,  2b.  48 ;  Com.  270,  330 

Financial  Statement, 
h.  (Major  Atkinson),  294 

Fine  Arts  Copyright  Bill, 
I.e.,  iB.  218  ;  3b.  469 

Finn,  Mr.  H.  J.,  Wakatiptt, 

Gt)ld-Mining,  m.  507 

Lake  Wakatipu  Agricultural  Land,  q.  506 

Supply- 
Class  III.,  500 
Class  IV.,  484 

Fire  Brigades, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Stevens),  330 

Fisheries  Prtservation  Bill, 
I.e.,  2b.  174  ;  Dis.  330 

FiSHEB,  Mr.  J.  B.,  Sutler, 

Nelson  South-West  Gold  Fields,  m.  316,  517, 
522 

Stitt,  A.,  ni.  514 

Supply- 
Class  III.,  501 
Class  IV.,  484,  485,  487 
Class  VIL,  498 

Telegrams  for  Electioneering  Purposes,  m.  253 

Westport  -Ngakawhau  Railway,  q.  -133 

FiSHBB,  Mr.  J.  T.,  Ueathcole, 

Native  Affairs  Committee:  Summoning  Wit- 
ness in  Custody,  m.  157 

Protection  of  Animals  Bill,  2b.  159 

Supply — 

Class  IV.,  425,  431,  487,  488,  490 

Telegrams  for  Electioneering  Purposes,  m.  252, 
288 

Forest  Trees  Planting  Encouragement  Bill, 
A.,  IR.  221;  2b.  377 

Fbaskb,  Hon.  T.,  Otago, 

Appeals  against  Valuations,  m.  369 
Christchurch  DrUl-shed  Bill,  2b.  371 
Elections  Validation  Bill,  2b.  190,  192 
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Fbaser,  Hon.  T.— continued. 

Hawke's  Bay  and  Marlboi*ough  Rivers  Bill,  2r. 

58 
Local  Bills,  m.  50,  51,  09,  177 
Lunatic  Asylums,  m.  7,*  63,  133 
Miners'  Rights  Fees  Reduction  Bill,  2r.  414 
Mines  BUI,  2r.  503 
Protection  of  Animals,  2r.  471 
Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  2r.  401)* 
Railway  Tariff,  m.  318* 
Select  Committees,  m.  1* 
Telegrams,  9.  313 
Timaru  County,  m.  267,  327 
Triennial  Parliaments  Bill,  2b.  326* 
University  of  Otago  Bill,  2r.  187 
University  Reserves,  m.  60 

Fulton,  Mr.  J.,  Taieri, 
Tariff,  m.  113 

Waneanui  Endowed  School  Bill,  Com.  392 
Width  of  Streets  and  Roads  Bill,  m.  380 


Gaming  and  Lotteries  Billy 
I.e.,  2r.  48 ;  8r.  99 
h.,  IB.  100 

Gaol  Officials, 
*.,  q.  (Mr.  Tole),  348 

Georqe,  Mr.  S.  T.,  Rodnet/, 
Agent-Gkneral,  q.  134 
Civil  Servants'  Salaries,  m.  515 
Gh)vernment  Advertising  and  Printing,  7.  221 
Hansard,  m.  230 

High  School  Reserves  Bill,  2k.  359 
Honorarium,  (/.  191 
Maori  Representation  Bill,  2r.  79 
Miners'  Rights  Fees  Reduction  Bill,  2b.  213 
Money-Order  Offices,  q.  110 
Public  Works  North  of  Auckland,  m.  475 
Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  Com.  273 
Railway  Construction,  ni,  116 
Regulation  of  Elections  Bill,  2b.  44< 
Representation  Bill,  m.  72 
Roa  Is,  q.  180 

Rodney  Roads,  ,n.  511,  513 
Spirits  and  other  Duties,  m,  345 
Supply — 

Class  III.,  502 

Class  IV.,  132,  485,  487,  490,  492 
Wellington-Foxton  Railway,  </.  107 
Wellington  Ri  rijiimed  Land,  q.  193 

GiBHd,  Mr.  W.,  Colling  wood, 
CoUiiigwood  Election,  m.  228 
Collingwood-Ejii*amea  Road,  q.  343 
Emigration  Land  Orders,  q.  194 
Hansard,  m.  232 

Miners'  Rights  Fees  Reduction  Bill,  2r.  213 
Native  Reserves  Vesting  Bill,  2r.  210 
Nelson  Mining  Leases,  q.  433 
Ota«o  Roads  and  Bridges,  m.  228 
Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  Com.  276 
Rees's  (Mr.)  Charge  for  Legal  Advice,  //>.  353 
Registration  of  Electors  Bill,  2b.  42 


GiBBS,  Mr.  W. — continued. 

Regulation  of  Elections  Bill,  2b.  44 
Supply- 
Class  VII.,  498 
Waipalii-Pomahaka  Railway,  /».  201 
Wanganui  Endowed  School  Bill,  Com.  392 

Gisborne  Bridge, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  McDonald),  435 

G18BORNE,  Mr.  W.,  Totara, 

Agent-Q-eneral,  5.  10 

Awatere  Shearing  Reserve  Bill,  Com.  382 

Coasting  Trade,  m.  481 

Financial  Statement,  m.  303 

Grahamstown-Te  Aroha  Railway,  m.  348,  349 

Grey  mouth  Native  Reserves,  g.  167 

Hansard,  m.  229 

Higher  Education,  q.  9 

High  School  Reserves  Bill,  2r.  359,  362 

Hokitika- Jackson's  Bay-Otago  Railway  Lino, 
9.193 

Jackson's  Bay  Wharf,  q.  179 

Local  Bills,  m.  223 

Maori  Prisoners,  m.  69 

Middle  Island  Branch  Railways,  m.  110 

Native  Affairs  Committee :  Summoning  Wit- 
ness in  Custody,  m.  104,  136,  156 

Native  Land  Purchases,  q.  343 

Native  Reserves  Vesting  Bill,  2b.  127,  206 

Nelson  South- West  Gh>ld  Fields,  m.  520 

Okarito  Light,  q.  504 

Okarito  Road,  q.  221 

Property-Tax,  q.  343 
j      Protection  of  Animals  Bill,  2b.  159 
I      Public  Accounts,  m.  227 
I      Public  Works  Loan,  q.  167 
I      Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  2r.  19 

(Questions,  m.  205 

Rees's  (Mr.)  Charge  for  Legal  Advice,  m.  354 

Representation  Bill,  m.  72 

Subsidies,  m.  421 

Supply- 
Class  IV.,  482,  &c.,  490 
Class  VII.,  494,  496 

Tariff,  m.  112 

Telegrams  for  Electioneering  Purposes,  tn.  238, 
253,  287 

Timaru  County,  m.  195 

Wanganui  Endowed  School  Bill,  Com.  392 

Wellington  Reclaimed  Land,  q,  193 

West  Coast  Public  Works,  q.  66 

Westland  Waste  Lands,  q.  9 

Gold  Butg  Abolition  Bill, 
h.,  iR.  m  J  2r.  216 

Gold-Mining, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Finn),  507 

Gocermnent  Advertising  and  Printing, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  McLean),  192  j     q.  (Mr.  George), 
221 

Grace,  Hon.  M.  S.,  Wellington, 
I      Harbour  Defences,  m.  269 

Lunatic  Asylums,  m.  3* 
!      Qualification  of  Electoi-s  Bill,  2r.  406* 
I      Triennial  Parliaments  Bill,  2b.  323* 
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Orahamstown-Te  Aroha  Bailway, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Murray),  348 

Gray,  Hon.  E.,  Canterbury, 

Christchurcb  Drill-shed  Bill,  2r.  375 
Local  Bills,  m.  340 

Oreymouth  and  Hokitika  Railway^ 
h.,m.  (Mr.  Seddon),  228 

Oreymouth- Cobd en  Bridge, 
h.t  q.  (Mr.  Reeres),  377 

Chreymouth  Native  Reserveg, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Gisborne),  167 

Obey,  Sir  G.,  Thames, 

Canterbury  Local  Bodies,  q.  107 
Electire  Council  Bill,  2r.  255 
Financial  Statement,  m.  303 
LocomotiTes,  q.  331 
Maori  Representation  Bill,  2b.  84 
Natire  Affairs  Committee :    Summoning  Wit- 
ness in  Custody,  m.  102,  105 
Native  Reserrea  Vesting  Bill,  2b.  124,  208,  210 
Nelson  South- West  Gold  Fields,  m.  520 
New  Zealand  Constitution  Bill,  m.  507 
Prevention  of  Corruption  Bill,  2b.  380 
Pablic  Works  North  of  Auckland,  m.  479 
Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  2b.  11 ;  Com.  277 
Railway  Construction,  wi.  117,  118,  120 
Representation  B'lU,  m.  69,  73 
Subsidies,  m.  421 
Supply,  m.  448 
Telegrams  for  Electioneering  Purposes,  m.  286, 

252  ;  Obs.  283, 284 
Thames  Drill-hall,  q.  505 
Wanganui  Endowed  School  Bill,  Com.  384 
Wellington-Foxton  Railway,  q.  158 
West  Coast  Small  Farms,  q.  181 

Grey  Valley  Petition^ 
A.,  m.  (Mr.  Reeves),  234 


Habitual  Drunkards^ 
A.,  q,  (Mr.  Dick),  168 

Hall,  Mr.  J.,  Selwyn  (Premier,  Colonial  Secre- 
tary, Postmaster- General,  and  Commissioner 
of  Telegraphs) , 

Agent-General,  q.  10, 134 

Akaroa  Post  and  Telegraph  Office,  7.  193 

Artillery  Corps,  q.  344,  434 

Auckland  Roads  and  Bridges,  m.  350 

Awatere  Shearing  Reserve  Bill,  Com.  382 

Civil  Service,  q.  433  ;  m.  510 

Collingwood  Election,  m.  229 

Corrupt  Practices  Prevention  Bill,  2b.  45 

Courts,  q.  10 

Dargaville  Telegraph  Station,  q.  432 

Divorce  Courts,  q.  66 

Election  Petitions  Bill,  2b.  46 

Elections,  1875-76,  q.  10 

Elections  Validation  Bill,  2b.  170,  172 

Grahanisiown-Tc  Aroha  Ituilway,  m.  349 


t  Hall,  Mr.  J. — continued. 

I      Government  Advertising  and  Printing,  q.  192, 

222 
I      Habitual  Drunkards,  q.  168 

Hansard,  m.  224,  230 
!      High  School  Reserves  Bill,  2b.  363 

Honorarium,  q.  194 
!      Hurst,  W.  J.,  q.  505 

Indecent  Performances,  q.  193 
I      Invercargill  Mining  Companies,  q,  271 »  435 
j      Xanieri  County,  q.  331 
I      Land-Tax,  q.  135 
I      Late  Elections,  q.  11;  m.  356 
'      Local  BUls,  m.  222 

Mahia  Telegraph  Station,  q.  271 

Maori  Representation  Bill,  2R.  74,  96 

Marsh,  J.,  q.  182 

Members  of  General  Assembly  Expenses  Bill, 
2b.  435,  136 

Middle  Island  Branch  Railways,  m.  110 

Mineral  Springs,  q,  331 

Minister  of  Mines,  q.  134 

Native  Affairs  Committee:  Summoning  Witness 
in  Custody,  m.  101.  135,  136,  145,  150 

Nelson  Soutli-West  Gold  Fields,  m.  515,  520 

Newmarket  Post  Office,  q.  180,  222 

New  Zealand  Constitution  Bill,  m.  507 

Parliamentary  Papers  to  Local  Bodies,  «/.  357 

Parliament  Buildings  Wire,  q.  506 

Patents  Act,  q.  66 

Press  Telegraph  Wire,  m.  110 

Prevention  of  Corruption  Bill,  2r.  380 

Public  Accounts,  m.  225,  226 

Public  Analysts,  q.  179 

Public  Trust  Funds,  m.  Ill 

Public  Works  Loan,  q.  167 

Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  2b.  11,  40 ;  Rep. 
Com.  272,  275,  280 

Questions,  m.  205 

Rabbit  Nuisance,  q.  10 

Rating  Bill,  2r.  206 

Rees's  (Mr.)  Charge  for  Legal  Ad? ice,  m.  354 

Registration  of  Electors  Bill,  2b.  41 

Regulation  of  Elections  Bill,  2r.  43 

Representation  Bill,  m.  70 

Roads,  J.  180 

Rodney  Roads,  m.  513 

Saddlery  for  Armed  Constabulary,  q.  438 

Spirits  and  other  Dutie«,  m.  345 

Stitt,  A.,  m.  514 

Subsidies,  ni.  420 

Supply — 

Class  IV.,  424,  &c.,  482,  &c. 
Class  VII.,  498 

Sydenham  Post  Office,  q.  331 

I'ariff,  m.  113,  381 

Thornbury-Otautau  Telegraph,  q.  435 

Tea  and  Sugar  Duties,  q,  9 

Telegrams  for  Electioneering  Purposes,  m.  285, 
237,  251,  283,  284,  290 

Thames  Drill-hall,  q  505 

Timaru  County,  q.  195  ;  m.  858 

Town  Boards,  q.  134 

Triennial  Parliaments  Bill,  2e.  47 ;  Com.  168 

Waihola  Petitions,  q.  611 

Wur  Materials,  q.  505 

Wellington-Foxton  Rnilway,  Ob^.  106  -,  q.  158 

West  Coast  Public  Woik?,  y  GO 
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Hall,  \rr.  J. — continued. 
WUkinson,  W.,  m.  204 
Worgan,  G.  B.,  q.  432 

Hamilton  Public  Hall  Site  Billy 
A.,  2b.  133  ;  3b.  343 
I.e.,  IH.  367 ;  2b.  502 

Hamlin,  Mr.  E.,  Franklin^ 

Auckland  Defence  Force,  m.  355 

Auckland  Railway  Workshops,  m.  378,  379 

Hansard,  m.  233 

Manukau  County  Court  Districts,  q.  181 

Native  Affairs,  7.  133 

Native  Affairs  Committee :  Summoning  Witness 

in  Custody,  m.  100,  138,  156,  313 
Native  Expenditure,  q.  67 
Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  Com.  281 
Rating  Bill,  2b.  206 

Telegrams  for  Electioneering  Purposes,  m.  242 
Worgan,  G-.  B.,  q.  432 

Hansard, 
h.,  m,  (Mr.  De  Lautour),  223;  m.  (Mr.  Saun- 
ders), 229 

Harbour  Defences, 
I.e.,   m.    (Hon.    Colonel   Whitmore),    269;    m. 
(Hon.  Mr.  WU9on),399 

Habbis,  Major  B.,  Franklin, 

Auckland  Roads  and  Bridges,  m.  350 
Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  2n.  40 
Rodney  Roads,  m.  513 
Supply — 

Class  IV.,  431 

Habt,  Hon.  R.,  Wellintjton, 

Oamaru  Waterworks  Bill,  2r  162 

Hauhau  Tramway  Company, 
h.,  w.  (Mr.  Reid),  227 

Hawkers  Bay  and  Marlborough  Rivers  Billy 
l.e.y  2b.  57,  100,  341 

Hawke's  Bay  Rivers  Bill, 
A.,  2b.  100 

Higher  Education, 
h.,  q.  QS.T.  Gisbome),  9 

High  School  Reserves  Bill, 
h.,  iB.  166;  2b.  358 

H1B8T,  Mr.  H.,  Wallace, 
Lumsden-Mararoa  Railway,  q.  67 
Riyerton  District  Court,  5.  133 
Southland  Railways,  q.  435 
Thombury-Otautau  Telegraph,  q.  435 

lIlSLOP,  Mr.  T.  W.,  Waitaki, 
Courts,  q.  10 

Election  Petitions  Bill,  2b.  46 
Elections,  1875-76,  q.  10 
High  School  Reserves  Bill,  2r.  360 
Late  Kl^f'Hnrs,  ;//.  356 


HisLop,  Mr.  T.  W.^  continued. 

Native  Aflairs  Committee:   Summoning  Wit- 
ness in  Custody,  m.  105 

Nelson  South- West  Gold  Fields,  m.  522,  523 

Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  2b.   17;    Rep. 
Com.  282 

Railway  Construction,  m.  116 

Rees's  (Mr.)  Charge  for  Legal  Advice,  m.  351, 
355 

Registration  of  Electors  Bill,  2b.  42 

Supply — 

Class  IV..  427,  430,  132 
Class  Vli.,  498 

Telegrams  for  Electioneering  PurpObee,  #«.  240, 
241,254;  Obs.  285 

Wunganui  Endowed  Sc1kx)1  Bill,  Com.  388 

Wellington-Foxton  Railway,  q.  107 

Hokitika  and  Oreymovth  Railway, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Reid),  357 

Hokitika  Barbour, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Reid),  272 

Hokitika  Harbour  Board  Endotanent  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  192  ;  2k.  343  ;  3b.  377 
I.e.,  IB.  300  ;  2r.  502  ;  3b.  531 

Hokitika -Jack  sons  Bay~Otago  Railway  Line, 
//.,  q.  (Mr.  Gisborne),  193 

Holmes,  Hon.  M.,  Otago, 

Appeals  against  Valuations,  m.  3G8* 

Hawke's   Bay  and   Marlborough   Rivers  Bill, 

2b.  57,»  58* 
Otago  University  Bill,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  335* 
Railway  Tariff;  w.  310* 
Select  Committees,  m.  2 
Tiroaru  County,  m.  2(16* 
Triennial  Parliaments  Bill,  2b.  327* 
University  Reserves,  m.  59* 

Honorarium, 
h.,  5.  (Mr.  George),  194 

Hop-growing, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Sbephard),  166 

HuBSTHorsE,  Mr.  R.,  Motueka, 

Miners'  Rights  Fees  Reduction  Bill,  2b.  214 
Wanganui  Endowed  School  Bill,  Com.  389 

HuBST,  Mr.  W.  J.,  Aueklwid  City  We.^t, 
Auckland  College  and  Grammar  School  Bill, 

2b.  130 
Coasting  Trade,  m.  480 
Public  Trust  Funds,  m.  Ill 
Supply— 

Class  III.,  502 

Class  IV.,  486,  487 
Tariff",  m.  112,  113 
Wanganui  Endowed  School  Bill,  Com.  391 

Hurst,  W.  J., 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Shrimski),  505 

Hutchison,  Mr.  W.,  Wellington  City, 
Jligh  School  Kc^crves  Bill,"  ifu.  359 
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HiTTCHiSOK,  Mr.  W. — eoaiinued, 
NatiTe  Affairs  Committee :  Summoning  Wit 

ne88  in  Cuatody,  m.  101 
Patents  Act,  q.  66 

Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  2r.  33 
Bailway  Construction,  q.  168 
Representation  Bill,  m.  73 
Saddlery  for  Armed  Constabulary,  q.  433 
Supply — 

Class  IV.,  428  I 

Taranaki  Iron-Smelting  Works  Luiida  Bill,  2k. 

529  J 

Telegrams  for  Electioneering  Purposes,  m.  287 
Wanganui  Endowed  School  Bill,  Com.  386         i 
Wollington-Foxton  Bflilway,  y.  157  ' 


I. 

Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  3), 
I.e.,  iB.,  2b.,  and  3b.  57 
A.,  iB.,  2b.,  and  3b.  74 

Intprest  Supply  Bill  (No,  4), 
A.,  IB.,  2b.,  and  3b.  293 
I.e.,  IB.,  2b.,  and  3b.  313 

Inch- Civ f ha  Bill, 
k.,  IB.  432 

Indecent  PerformanceSy 
I.e.,  q.  (Hon.  Mr.  Reynolds),  183 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Bain),  193 

Intercolonial  Probate  Billj 
l.e.,  2b  8,  48  ;  3b.  132 
A.,  IB.  133 

Invercargill  Benevolent  TnatitHtion, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Bain),  605 

Invercargill  Oaol, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Bain),  109 

Invercargill  Mining  Companies, 
h.,q.  (Mr.  Bain),  271,  435 

Ibsland,  Mr.  G.,  TFaikaia, 
Coasting  Trade,  m.  481 
Hansard,  m.  233 
Mataura  River  Bridge,  q.  192 
Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  Com.  276 
Tapanui  Railway,  q.  108 
Waikaia  Courthouse,  q.  181 
Waimea  Plains- Waikaia  Railway,  q.  67 
Waipahi-Pomahaka  Railway,  w.  198,  201,  203 


Jackson's  Bay  Wharf, 
A.,  q,  (Mr.  Gisbome),  179 

JOHKSON,  Hon.  G.  R.,  Wellington, 

Otago  University  Bill,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  3.30 
Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  2r.  410"' 
Reprint  of  Stotutes,  q.  48 


Johnston,  Mr.  W.  W.,  Manairattf, 
Manawatu  Resident  Magistrate,  q.  9 
Press  Telegraph  Wire,  m.  109 
Supply- 
Class  VII.,  494,  496 


Kaiapoi  Native  Reserves, 
I.e.,  q.  (Hon.  Mr.  Taiaroa),  265 

Kaiapoi  Bail  way  Station, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Bowen),  433 

Kaitangata  and   Wangaloa  AthenautM  Ressrves 
Bill, 
A.,  2b.  377 

Kanieri  County, 
A.,  g.  (Mr.  Seddon),  330 

Eellt,  Mr.  T.,  New  Plymouth, 

Awatere  Shearing  Reserve  Management  Bill, 
2b.  235 

Elections  Validation  Bill,  2b.  171 

Hansard,  m.  231 

Land  Claims  Arbitration  Bill,  2b.  366 

Local  Bills,  m.  223 

Maori  Representation  Bill,  2r.  79 

Members  of  General  Assembly  Expenses  Bill, 
2b.  436 

Native   Affairs  Committee:   Summoning  Wit- 
ness in  Custody,  m.  101,  143,  152 

Native  Coal  for  Railways,  q.  181 

Native  Lands  Purchases,  q.  344 

Native  Reserves  Vesting  Bill,  2b.  206 

Public  Trust  Funds,  m.  112 

Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  Rep.  273 

Railway  Construction,  m.  115,  119,  120 

Rees's  (Mr.)  Charge  for  Legal  Advice,  iw.  351 

Representation  Bill,  m.  70 

Supply — 

Class  IV.,  484,  &c. 

Taranaki  Iron-Smelting  Works  Lands  Bill,  2b. 
525,527,531 

Timaru  County,  m.  197 

Waipahi-Pomahaka  Railway,  m.  199 

Kenny,  Captain,  Picton, 
Supply — 

Class  III.,  501 

Kingston^Cromtoell  Bailway, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Pyke),  221 

Knmara  Reserves, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Seddon),  134 

Kumara  Education  Reserve  Bill, 
A.,  IB.  178  ;  2b.  343 


Lahmaxn,  Hon.  Henry,  Westland, 

Miner*'  Rights  Fees  Reduction  Bill.  2b.  414* 
Qunlilioalion  of  Elector.^  Bill,  ta,  til* 
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Lake  Wakatipu  Agricultural  Land^ 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Finn),  506 

Land  Claims  Arbitration  Billf 
h.,  IB.  8  ;  2b.  364 

Land  Drainage  and  Improvement  Bill, 
A.,  IR.  166 

Lands  open  for  Occupation, 
A.,  J.  (IVlr.  Barron),  331 

Lands  Returned  to  Maori»t 
A.,  m.  (Major  Te  Wheoro),  227 

Land-Tax, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Seddon),  135 
A.,  q,  (Mr.  Turnbull),  435 

Land-Tax  Bill, 
A.,  IR.  178 

Land  Transfer  Bill, 
A.,  Com.  210 

Late  Elections, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Saunders),  11  ;    ;«.  (Mr.  Saunders). 
356 

Lawrence  Athenceum  and  Mining  Institute  Bill, 
I.e.,  IR.  132  ;  2r.  503 

Leases  and  Sales  of  Settled  Estates  Bill, 
Ic,  IB.  1 ;  2b.  48  ;  3b.  99 
A.,  IB.  100 

Lbtin,  Mr.  W.  H.,  Wellington  Citg, 
High  School  B^serres  Bill,  2b.  362 

Licensing  Bill  {No.  2), 
A.,  Com.  160 

Liverpool    and    London   and    Globe    Insurance 
Company^ s  Bill, 
I.e.,  3r.  160 

Local  Bills, 

l.c.,m.  (Hon.  Captain  Baillie),  48,  99;  m.  (Hon. 
Mr.  Waterhouse),  174;  «i.  (Hon.  Mr.  Whit- 
aker),  174, 184,267  ;  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Acland), 
338,  373 

A.,  m.  (Mr.  Richardson),  222 

Local  Pagmasters, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Reeyes),  377 

Locomotives, 
A.,  q.  (Sir  G.  Grey),  331 

Lumsden-Mararoa  Railway, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  H.  Hirst),  67 

Lunatic  Asylums, 
I.e.,  m.   (Hon.  Captain  Eraser),  3;    m.   (Hon. 
Colonel  Whitmore),  61  ;  Obs.  (Hon.  Colonel 
Wbitmore),  13-3 


LrNDON,  Mr.  J.,  Mongonui  and  Bay  of  Islands, 

Auckland  Railway  Workshops,  m.  378 

Coal  Import,  q.  166 

Ciyil  Service,  w.  511 

Electiye  Council  Bill,  2b.  264 

Native  Affairs  Committee :    Summoning  Wit- 
ness in  Custody,  m.  105, 154 

Public  Works  North  of  Auckland,  m.  473,  476, 
477 

QualiBcation  of  Electors  Bill,  2b.  36  ;  Rep.  273 

Railway  Construction,  ot.  123 

Rodney  Roads,  w.  512,  513 

Supply- 
Corn.  465 

Class  111.,  500,  &c. 
Class  IV.,  426,  &c. 
Class  VII.,  499 

Telegrams  for  Electioneering  Purposes,  m.  253 

Triennial  Parliaments  Bill,  2b.  47 

Waipahi-Pomahaka  Railway,  m.  203 

Lyttelton  Harbour  Board  Bill, 
A.,  3r.  100 
I.e.,  IR.  132 

L  (/ft  el  ton  Police  Station, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Allwright),  134 


M. 

Macandbew,  Mr.  J.,  Port  Chalmers, 
Allen  and  Kingstreet,  m.  234 
Auckland  Railway  Workshops,  m.  378 
Civil  Service,  m.  511 
Colling  wood  Election,  m.  228 
Famafi,  H.  W.,«i.  511 
Financial  Statement,  m.  302 
Gold  Duties  Abolition  Bill,  2b.  216 
Grahamstown  Te  Aroha  Railway,  m.  349 
High  School  Reserves  Bill,  2r.  860 
Late  Elections,  m.  356 
Maori  Representation  Bill,  2b.  76 
Native  Petitions,  m.  316 
Nelson  South-West  ( Jold  Fields,  m.  516,  521, 

522 
New    Zealand   Constitution  Act   Amendment 

Bill,  2r.  507 
Order  of  Business,  q.  417 
PubUc  Works  Contracts,  Obs.  293 
Public  Works  North  of  Auckland,  m.  477 
Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  Rep.  273 
Rees's  (Mr.)  Charge  for  Legal  Aarice,  m.  355 
Rodney  Roads,  wi.  512 
Subsidies,  m.  422 
Supply — 

m.  438,  466,  457 

Class  IV.,  483,  &c. 
Taranaki  Iron-Smelting  Works  Lands  Bill,  2b. 

528 
Telegrams  for  Electioneering  Purposes,  m.  285, 

253,  255.  285 
Waipahi-Pomahaka  Railway,  m.  198,  202,  203 
Wanganui  Endowed  School  Bill,  Com.  387 

Mahia  Telegraph  Station, 
h.,  «/.  (Mr.^mton).  I'll 
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XV 


ManaicalH  Ktsnfcuf  Maylstraf'', 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Jobustoo),  9 

Mantell,  Hon.  \V.  B.  D.,  Wellington, 

Local  Bills,  m.  40,  52,  64.  99 ;  Com.   184  ;  m. 

268,  269,  339 
Oamaru  Waterworka  Bill,  2b.  161,  164 
Paramene  te  Onoone,  m.  57 
Personal  Explanation,  m.  219,  220 
Timaru  County,  m.  267 
Wellington  Cemeterj,  q.  469 

Manukau  County  Court  Dittricls, 
A.,  g.  (Mr.  Hamlin),  181 

Maori  Members  Election  Validation  Billy 
A.,  Dis.  377 

Maori  Prisoners^ 
A.,  m.  (Major  Atkinson),  67  ;   q.  (Mr.  Tomoaua), 

67 
Lc,  q.  (Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  Buckley),  99 

Maori  Representation  Silly 
A.,  2e.  75 

Maori  Representation  Bill  {No.  2), 
A.,  IB.  330 

Maori  Translation  of  Bills, 
I.e.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Taiaroa),  502 

Marllforottgh  Rivers  District  Union  Bill, 
A.,  IB.  178  i  2b.  343  ;  3b.  504 
I.C.,  IB.  631 

Marquis  of  Normanhy's  Departure, 
A.,  m.  (Mr.  McLean),  355 

Married  Women's  Property  Bill, 
A.,  IB.  432 

Marsh, «/., 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Bunny),  181 

Marion-Ttxupo  Railway, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Murray),  181 

Mastbbs,  Mr.  E.,  Orey  Valley, 
(3k>ld  Duties  AboUtion  BUI,  2b.  217 
Native  Reserves  Vesting  Bill,  2b.  125 

Masterton  and  Qreytown  Lands  Bill, 
I.e.,  IB.  502  ;  2b.  831 ;  3b.  531 

Mataura  River  Bridge, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Ireland),  192 

McCiuouAX,  Mr.  P.  K.,  Ri  vert  on, 
Otautau-Nightcaps  Railway,  5.  109,  506 

McCready,  D., 
A.,  m.  (Mr.  De  Laulour),  508 

McDoyALU,  Mr.  A.,  East  Coast, 
GKsborne  Bridge,  7.  435 
Pfttutahi  Drain,  q.  435 


McLean,  Mr.  G^.,  Waikouaiti, 

Goverument  Advertising  and  Printing,  q.  192 
Marquis  of  Normanby's  Departure,  m,  856 
^^ative  Affairs  Committee:   Summoning  Wit- 
ness in  Custody,  m.  104,  105,  152 
Native  Reserves  Vesting  Bill,  2b.  207 
Nelson  South-West  Gold  Fields,  m.  522 
New   Zealand   Constitution   Act    Araendiueiit 

Bill,  IB.  507 
Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  Rep.  273 
Rees's  (Mr.)  Charge  for  Legal  Advice,  m.  353 
Supply— 

Class  IV.,  427,  &c. 
Taranaki  Iron-Smelting  Works  Lands  Bill,  2b. 

826,  530 
Telegrams  for  Electioneering  Purposes,  m.  241, 

243,  245,  250,  253,  288,  289 
Waipabi-Pomahaka  Railway,  m.  199,  202,  203 

Members  of  General  Assembly  Expenses  Bill, 
A.,  iB.  342 ;  2b.  435  ;  Com.  550 

Mbvzibs,  Hon.  J.,  Otago, 
Hawke*8  Bay  and  Marlborough  Rivers  Bill,  2b. 

342 
Native  Expenditure,  w.  400 
Otago  University  BiU,  2b.  337,*  338* 
Select  Committees,  m.  2 
Triennial  Parliaments  BUI,  2b.  324 

Middle  Island  Branch  Railways, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Wright),  110 

Middle  Isletnd  Maoris, 
I.e.,  q.  (Hon.  Mr.  Taiaroa),  264 

Middle  Island  Native  Doctors, 
I.e.,  q.  (Hon.  Mr.  Taiaroa),  264 

MiLLBB,  Hon.  H.  J.,  Otago, 

Appeals  against  Valuation,  m.  371* 

Emigration  Agents,  q.  631 

Local  Bills,  m.  178,*  269* 

Lunatic  Asylums,  m.  7 

Miners'  Rights  Fees  Redaction  Bill,  2b.  417* 

Native  Expenditure,  m.  400 

Oamaru  Waterworks  Bill,  2b.  160,*  162,*  163,* 

164,*  165* 
Triennial  Parliaments  Bill,  2b.  325,*  826* 
University  Reserves,  m.  64,*  60* 
University  Reserve,  Tauranga,  q.  48 

Mineral  Springs, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Reeves),  331 

Miners*  Rights  Fees, 
h.,q.  (Mr.  Sheehan),434 

Miners'  Rights  Fees  Reduction  Bill, 
A.,  IB.  8;  2b.  211;  Com.  364 
/.(?.,  IB.  367  ;  2b.  411 

Mines  Bill, 
A.,  Dis.  377 
I.C.,  iB.  399  ;  2k.  503 

Minister  of  Mines, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Reid),  134 
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Money 'Order  Offices^ 
h.,q.  (Mr.  George),  110 

MoNTGOMKBY,  Mr.  W.,  Akaroa, 
Agent-General,  q.  10 

Akaroa  Post  and  Tclej^raph  Office,  q.  193,  19i 
Collingwood  Election,  m.  229 
Election  Petitions  Bill,  2r.  46 
Elections  Validation  Bill,  2b  171,  172 
Hansard,  m.  231 

High  School  Reserres  Bill,  2b.  361 
Native  Affairs  Committee  :  Summoning  Witness 

in  Custody,  w.  103 
Nelson  South-West  Gold  Fields,  m.  522 
QualiBcation  of  Electors  Bill,  2b.  16,  20  ;  Com. 

173,  291 
Regulation  of  Elections  Bill,  Com.  437 
Spirits  and  other  Duties,  m.  345 
Supplj — 

Com.  442,  455 

Class  IV.,  424,  &c. 
Tariff,  m.  113 

Telegrams  for  Electioneering  Purposes,  m.  237 
Timaru  County,  m.  196 
Wanganui  Endowed  School  Bill,  Com.  394 
Wilkinson,  W.,  m.  204 

MooRHOUSE,  Mr.  W.  S.,  Ashley, 
Ashley  Gorge  Bridge,  q.  505 
Native  Affairs  Committee  :  Summoning  Witness 

in  Custody,  m.  140 
Oxford  and  Sheffield  Railway,  q.  434 

Moss,  Mr.  F.  J.,  Parnelly 

Auckland  College  and  Grammar  School  Bill, 

2b.  129 
Auckland  Railway  Workshops,  m.  379 
Coasting  Trade,  m,  479,  480,  481 
DargavUle  Telegraph  Station,  q.  432 
Election  Petitions  Bill,  2b.  46 
Financial  Statement,  nu  311 
Maori  Representation  Bill,  2k.  90,  92 
Native  Affairs  Committee :  Summoning  Witness 

in  Custody,  m,  135,  154 
Native  Petitions,  m.  346 
New  Zealand  Constitution    Act   Amendment 

Bill,  2b.  507 
Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  Rop.  273,  275, 

280 
Supply- 
Corn.  457 

Class  IV.,  i;j(),  &c. 
Rees's  (Mr.)  Cliarge  for  Legal  Advice,  m.  352 
Representation  Bill,  m.  71 
Telegrams  for  Electioneering  Purposes,  m.  242, 

243,  250 
Triennial  Parliaments  Bill,  2h.  47 

Municipal  Corporations  BiU^ 
A.,  2b.  377 

Murihiku  Naiive  JReserves  Gran  fa  Bill, 
A.,  IB.  100  ;  2b.  545 

MuBHAY,  Mr.  W.  A.,  Bruce, 

Abolition  of  Imprisonment  for  Debt  Bill,  Com. 

366 
Auckland  Roads  and  Bridge?,  m.  360 


Mlbbay,  Mr.  W.  A. — continued, 

Auckland-Taupo  Railway,  q.  167 

Brighton-Kaitangata   and  Out  ram -Clarendon 
RaUway,  q.  433 

Civil  Service,  m.  509,  511 

Coal  Fields,  q.  134 

Elective  Council  BUI,  2b.  262 

Electors,  m,  355 

Graharastown-Te  Aroha  Railway,  i».  348, 350 

Hansard y  m.  232 

Maori  Representation  Bill,  2b.  95 

Marton-Taupo  Railway,  q.  181 

Native  Affairs  Committee:  Summoning  Wit- 
nes:^  in  Custody,  m.  100,  135,  155 

Nelson  South- West  Gold  Fields,  mi.  519 

Protection  of  Animals  Bill,  2b.  159 

Public  Works  North  of  Auckland,  «i.  478 

Qualification  of  Electors   Bill,   2b.  34;  Com. 
182 ;  Rep.  279 

Railway  Free  Passes,  m.  356 

Registration  of  Electors  Bill,  Com.  293 

Representation  Bill,  m.  72 

Rodney  Roads,  m.  513 

Supply- 
Class  IV.,  426,  &c. 

Taranaki  Iron-Smelting  Works  Liands  Bill,  2b. 
529 

Tariff,  m.  112 

Triennial  ParliamenU  Bill,  Com.  98;  Rep.  169 

Waipahi-Pomahaka  Railway,  m.  200 


Napier  atul  Meanee  Recreation- Ground  Billy 
h.y  2b.  377 

Napier  and  Wairoa  HarbourSy 
h.y  q.  (Mr.  Sutton),  271 

Napier  Sioamp  Nuisance  Bill, 
I.e.,  IB.  48 ;  2b.  174 
h.y  3b.  66 

Native  Affairs, 
h.y  q.  (Mr.  Hamlin),  133 

Native  Affairs  Committee  :    Summoning  Witness 
in  Custodi/t 
h.y  m.  (Mr.  itamlin),  100,  135,  166,  34:} 

Native  Coal  for  Baihoays, 
h.y  q.  (Mr.  Barron),  180 

Native  Expenditure, 
h.y  q.  (Mr.  Hamlin),  67 ;  m.  (Mr.  Hamlin),  351 

Native  Land  PurchaseSy 
h.y  q.  (Mr.  Gisbome),  348  ;  q,  (Mr.  Kelly),  344 

Naiive  Leases, 
h.y  q.  (Captain  Russell),  109 

Native  Petitions, 
h.y  m.  (Mr.  Tole),  345 

Native  Reserves y  Middle  IsUDvd, 
h.y  m.  (Mr.  Tainui),  357 
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Native  Meter ves  Vesting  Billy 
h,,  2b.  124,  206 

NeUon  Mining  Leaseny 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Gibbs),  433 

Nelson  South-  West  Gold  Fields, 
h.y  m.  (Mr.  J.  B.  Fieber),  346  ;  Com.  515 

Neumarket  Post  Ogive, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Tole),  179,  222 

New  PlgmoHth  Gas  Bill, 
I.e.,  3r.  I 

New  Ricer  Pilot-Station  Reserce  Bill, 
h.,  3b.  133 
Lc,  IK.  174  ;  3e.  399 

New  Zealand  Constitution  Act  1852  Amendment 
Bill, 
A.,  IB.  507 

Xgatata,  Hon.  Wi  Tako,  Wellington, 
Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  2b.  108* 

North  Taieri  Road, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Barron),  506 


o. 

Oaiuaru  Harbour  Board  Bill, 
A.,  3b.  100 
^c,  IB.  132;  3b.  399 

Oamaru  Walei^orks  Bill, 
I.e.,  2h.  160;  m.  188;  8b.  313 

Offences  Against  the  Person  Act, 
h.,q.  (Mr.  Stevens),  67 

Okarito  Light, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Gisbome),  504 

Okarito  Road, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Gisbome),  221 

Oliveb,  Mr.  R.,  Dtinedin  City  (Minister  for  Pub- 
lic Works  and  Mines), 

Addington  Railway  Workshop.**,  q.  "^11 

.Uhley  Gorge  Bridge,  q.  505 

Aucklaud  Government  Contractor,  q,  67 

Auckland  Railway  Workshops,  q.  221,  272  ;  ni. 
378 

Balclutha  Bridge,  m.  tti 

Barton,  J.,  and  Others,  q,  221 

Brighton-Kaitangata  and   Outram  Clarendon 
Railway,  q.  433 

Coal  Fields,  q.  134 

Dunedin  Railway  Workshops,  q.  168 

£att  and  West  Coast  Railway,  Middle  Island, 
^.180 

Gisbome  Bridge,  q.  435 

Greymouth-Cobden  Railway,  q.  377 

Uokitika  Harbour,  q.  274 

Hokitika -Jackson's  Bav-Otngo  Railway  Line, 
q.  193 

3—38. 


Oliveb,  Mr.  Ti.— continued. 
Jackson's  Bay  Wharf,  q.  179 
Kaiapoi  Railway  Station,  q.  433 
Kingston-Cromwell  Railway,  q.  221 
Local  Paymasters,  q.  377 
Locomotives,  q.  331 
Lumsden-Mararoa  Railway,  q.  67 
Marton-Taupo  Railway,  q.  181 
MatAura  River  Bridge,  q.  192 
McCready,  D.,  m.  6u9 
Miners'  Rights  Fees,  q.  434 
Xative  Coal  for  Railways,  q.  180 
Newmarket  Railway  Workshops,  q.  U)H 
North  Taieri  Road,  q.  506 
Okarito  Road,  q.  221 
Otago  Central  Railway,  q.  194 
Otautau -Nightcaps  Biailway,  q.  108,  5<>tj 
Oxford -ShelUeld  Railway,  q.  434 
Parua  Bay  Wharf,  q.  180 
Patutahi  Drain,  q.  435 
Point  Elizabeth  Coal  Seam,  q.  434 
Public  Works  North  of  Auckland,  m.  475 
Pullman  Cars,  q.  180,  343 
Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  3b.  276 
Railway  Benefit  Society,  q.  168 
Railway  Construction,  wi.  114,  115,  116  ;  7. 168 
Railway  Employes,  q.  168 
Railway  Returns,  q.  108 
Railway  Tarifl;  q.  9 
Railway  Tickets,  q.  109 
Rangiora  Railway  Platform,  q,  432 
Southland  Railways,  7.  435 
Supply— 

M).  441 

Class  IV.,  488 
Tapanui  Railway,  7.  108 
Telegrams  for  Electioneering  Purposes,  m,  288 
Teremakau  Bridge,  7.  135 
Timaru  Railway  Works,  7.  9 
Waimea  Plains- Waikaia  Railway,  7.  67 
Waipahi-Pomahaka  Railway,  m.  198,  201,  203 
Wanganui-Patea  Railway,  7.  167 
West  Coast  Inspector  of  Mines,  7.  506 
West  land  Silver  Mines,  7.  548 
Westport-Ngakawhau  Railway,  7.  434 

Onehunga  Water  Reserves  Bill, 
A.,  Com.  159 ;  3b.  160 
I.e.,  IB.  174 

Onewhero  Land  Grant  Empowering  Bill, 
A.,  IB.  100 

Order  of  Business, 
A.,  Obs.  (Mr.  Macuudrew),  417 

Oi'eti  Bridge  and  Ferrg  Reserves  Bill, 
A.,  2b.  377 

Obmond,  Mr.  J.  D.,  Clive, 

Deferred- Payment  Land,  m.  355 
Native  Afiairs  Committee  :   Summoning  Wit- 
ness in  Custody,  wi.  140 
Supply- 
Class  IV.,  482,  489 

Otago  BotfH  and  Girls   High  ISchooh  Bill, 
A.,'lB.  66 
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Otago  Central  Railway^ 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Pyke),  lui 

Olaijo  Harbou)'  Board  Petition, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Stewart),  357 

Otago  Road  Board,s  Billy 
/.c,  IB.  502 

Otago  Roadx  atul  Bridges, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Shriin8ki),'228 

Olago  Unirersitg  Bill, 
A.,  lit.  178 
I.e.,  2r.  185;  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Kcynolda),  335 

Otago  Cnicendtg  Roserres  Leasimf  Bill, 
A.,  2h.  343  ;  3b.  377 
l.c,  IB.  399 

Otago  Waste  Latuls^ 
I.e.,  m.  (Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell),  184 

Otautau~yightca^s  Raittrag, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  McCaughaii),  109,  506 


P. 

Paratnene  te  Oueone  v.  Kinross, 
l.r.ym.  (Hon.  Mr.  Mantell),  55 

Parliament arg  Papers  to  Local  Bodies, 
A.,  in.  (Mr.  Acton  Adams),  357 

Parliament  Buildings  Wire, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Beeves),  506 

Palme rsl on  yorlh  Reserves  Bill, 
A.,  2r.  377 

Patents  Act, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Uutchwon),  66 

Patents  Bill, 

A.,  IB.  222;  2b.  343;  3k.  377 
l.c.,lu  399;  2b.  502}  3b.  531 

Patebson,  Hon.  J.,  Otago, 

Universitj  of  Otago  Bill,  2b.  187 

Pat nt alii  Drain, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  McDonald),  135 

I'lacock,  Hoi'.  J.  T.,  Canterburg, 
Protection  of  Animals  Bill,  2h.  171* 

Personal  Explanation, 
I.e.,  Obs.  (Hon.  Mr.  Mantell),  219 

Piako  Sivamp, 
A.,  //.  (Mr.  Reeves),  67 

Pitt,  Mr.  A.,  Xelson  Citg, 

Natire  Reserves  Vesting  Bill,  2r.  125,  208 
New  Zealand  Constitution  Bill.  2ii.  266 
Qnalification  of  Electors  Bill,  2k.  31 
Bating  Bill,  2k.  205 


I  Pitt,  Mr.  A.—eontmued. 
I      Supply- - 

Cla?8  IV.,  4S3 
Wanganui  Endowed  School  Bill,  m.  393,  394 

Pollen,  ilon.  D.,  Auckland, 

Christehurch  Drill-shed  Bill,  2b.  375* 
Elections  Validation  Bill,  2b.  190,»  191* 
Harbour  Defences,  m.  399* 
Local  Bills,  vt.  53 
Lunatic  Asylums,  m.  64* 
Miners'  Rights  Fees  Reduction  Bill,  2b.  412* 
Oamaru  Waterworks  Bill,  2b.  164* 
Protection  of  Animals  Bill,  2b.  470,*  472* 
Timaru  County,  m.  267* 
Triennial  Parliaments  Bill,  2b.  329* 
University  of  Otago  Bill,  2b.  187 
University  Beserves,  Obs.  58* 
Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  2b.  410,*  470, 
472 

Press  Telegraph  Wire, 
A.,  m.  (Mr.  Johnston),  109 

Pretention  of  Corruption  Bill, 
A.,  2b.  380 

Primitive  Methodists*  Temporal  Affairs  Bill, 
A.,  3b.  166 
I.e.,  iB.  174 ;  2b.  264 ;  3b.  502 

Prison  Labour, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Shrinibki),  271 

Propertg  Assessment  Bill, 
A.,  IB.  432 

Propertg-Tax, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Gisborne;,  341 

Protection  of  Animals  Bill, 
A.,  2u.  158  ;  3b.  343 
Ic,  IB.  357  ;  2b.  470 

Provincial  Receipts  and  Expenditure, 
I.e.,  m.  (Hon.  Colonel  Wliitmore),  184 ;  m.  (Hon. 

Mr.  Reynolds),  335 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Barron),  192 

Public  Accounts, 
A.,  m.  (Mr.  Hall),  225 
I.e.,  m.  (Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell),  313 

Public  Analt/sfs, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Wright),  179 

Public  Reserres  Sale  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  271 

Public  Trust  Funds, 
A.,  w.  (Mr.  Stevens),  111,  228 

Public  Works  Contracts, 
A.,  Obs.  (Mr.  Macandrew),  21*3 

Public  Works  Loans, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Gisbome),  167 
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Public  Works  North  of  Auckland, 
A.,  m.  (Mr.  Lundon),  472 

PttUman  Cars^ 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Pjke),  180,  343 

Pyke,  Mr.  v.,  DunsfaHf 
Buller,  Dr.,  q.  505 
Election  Petitions  Bill,  2r.  46 
Kingston-Cromwell  Railway,  7.  221 
Miners'  Rights  Fees  Reduction  Bill,  2k.  211, 

215 
Public  Accounts,  m.  225 
Pullman  Oars,  7.  180,  343 
Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  3b.  272 
Regulation  of  Elections  Bill,  2n.  44 
Roduej  Roads,  m.  5X2 
Subsidies,  m.  418 
Tea  and  Sugar  Duties,  q.  8 
Triennial  Parliaments  Bill,  2n.  47  ;  m.  160 
Waipahi-Poraabaka  Railway,  m.  109 


Q. 

Qualification  of  Electors  Billy 
A.,  2b.  11;  Com.  173,  182;  Recom.  272,  201; 

3b.  292 
/.«.,  2b.  400  ;  Com.  470 

Queenstown  Oaol^ 
h.,q,  (Mr.  Finn),  505 

Qtteenstown  Hacecourse  Reserre  Jiifl, 
A.,  2r.  192 

Questions^ 
h.,m.  (Mr.  De  Lautour),  205 


R. 

Rabbit  Nuisance ^ 
A.,  q.  (Captain  Russell),  10 

Rabbit  Nuisance  Bill, 
I.e.,  IB.  1  ;  2b.  399  ;  3b.  390 
A.,  IB.  432 

Railway  Benefit  Society , 
A.,  q.  (Mr  Andrews),  168 


Railway  Constntction, 
A.,  m.  (Mr.  Oliyer),  Hi;  q. 
168 

Railways  Construction  Bill, 
A.,  IB.  100 

Railway  Employes, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Andrews),  168 

Railway  Free  Basses, 
A.,  m.  (Mr.  Murray),  356 

Railway  Returns^ 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  RieliarcUon),  108 


(Mr.  Hiitclii^on), 


Railway  Tariff", 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Richardson),  9 
I.e.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  G.  Buckley),  314,  340 

Railway  Tickets, 
A.,  q.  (Captain  Russell),  109 

Rangiora  Railway  Platform, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Bowen),  432 

Rating  Bill, 
A.,  IB.  66 

Rating  Bill  (No.  2), 
A.,  IR.  100;  2b.  205 

Rees's  (Mr.)  Charge  for  Legal  Ad  rice, 
A  ,  m.  (Mr.  Sutton),  351 

Reeves,  Mr.  R.  II.  J.,  Grey  Valley, 

Gold  Duties  Abolition  Bill,  2b.  217,  218 

Greymouth-Cobden  Bri*lge,  7.  377 

Grey  Valley  Petition,  m.  23i 

Hansard,  m.  230 

Local  Paymasters,  7.  377 

Mineral  Springs,  7.  831 

Miners'  Riglit.s  Fees  Reduction  Bill,  2u.  212 

Native  Affairs  Committee :  Summoning  Wit- 
ness in  Custody,  m.  104- 

Nelson  South- West  Gold  Fields,  m.  516 

Parliament  Buildings  Wire,  7.  506 

Piako  Swamp,  7.  (17 

Point  Elizabeth  Coal  Seam,  7.  431 

Regulation  of  Elections  Bill,  Com.  333 

School  of  Mines,  7.  501 

Supply — 

Class  IV.,  484 
Class  VII.,  495 

Telegrams  for  Electioneering  Purposes,  m.  285 

Triennial  Parliaments  Bill,  Com.  97  ;   Recom. 
168,  169 

West  Coast  Inspector  of  Mines,  7.  504 

Registration  of  Births  and  Deaths  Bill, 
A.,  Dis.  377 

Reqistration  of  Boqs  Bill, 
h\,  2b.  377 

Registration  of  Electors  Bill, 
A.,  2i{   41 ;  Com.  .332  ;  3b.  417 
I.e..  I R.  469 

Regulation  of  Elections  Bill, 
A.,  2h.  43}  Com.  332,  436 

Reid,  Mr.  R.  C,  Hokitika, 
Barton,  J.,  and  Others,  7.  221 
Civil  Service,  7.  432 
Hansard,  m.  231 

Hauhau  Tramway  Company,  m.  227 
Hokitika  and  Greymoutb  Railway,  m.  357 
Hokitika  Hnrbour,  7.  272 
Miner.-*'  Rights  Fees  Reduction  Bill,  2r.  215 
Minister  of  Mines,  7.  134 
Supply — 

Class  TV..  483 
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h  ,  ,«.  (Sir  (1.  Grej),  69 

Beprint  qfSfa/tttei, 
i.e.,  q.  (Hon.  Qt.  K.  Jolinton),  48 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  BoUance),  16l> 

Reprint  of  Statutes  Bill, 
I.e.,  IR.  502 

Reynolds.  Hon.  W.  H.,  Ota^o, 

Chrwtchurch  Drill-dlied  Bill,  2r.  373,*  37 !• 

Indecent  Performances,  q.  183* 

Lawrence  Alhen»ura   and    Mining    In-tittilo 

Bill,  2b.  503,»  5lH« 
lA>cttl  BUU.  /».  174.»  175,»  17H* 
Lunatic  Asjlums,  m.  63* 
Minors'  Rights  Fees  Reduction  Bill,  2h.  413* 
Otago  University  Bill,  m.  33o,»  337,*  33S* 
PtttenU  Bill,  2b.  503» 
Protection  of  Animals  Bill,  2h.  472* 
ProTincial  Receipts  and  Expenditure,  /w.  335* 
Qualifioalion  of  Electors  Bill,  2r.  4<>7;*  Com. 

470* 
Triennial  Parliamenls  Bill,  2k.  321* 
Unitersitj  of  Otago  Bill.  2r.  1S5.»  18(»,»  187* 

RlcniBDBON,  Mr.  E.,  Chrint church  Citu, 
Farnall,  IL  W.,  w.  511 
Fish  Culture,  q.  557 
fxK-al  Bills,  wi.  222 

Middle  Island  Branch  RailwavK,  m.  110 
>iati?e  C'ual  for  Railways,  q.  181 
Nelson  South-\Ve*t  Gold  FiehU.  //».  523 
Railway  Construction,  m.  1 15 
Railway  Returns,  7.  108 
Railway  Tariff,  7.  1> 
Stitt,  A.,  «.  514      • 
Supply- 
Class  IV.,  482,  &c. 
Tiinani  Railway  Works,  7.  1> 
Waipahi-Pomahaka  Railway,  m.  2l'0 

Richmond,  Hon.  M.,  C.B.,  SeUon, 
Local  Bills,  m.  175 

Jiiverton  District  Court, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  H.  Hirst),  133 

Riverton  Drill-shed  Bill, 
h,,  2r.  377 

Roadsy 
A.,  q,  (Mr.  George),  180 

Robinson,  Hon.  W.,  Nelson, 

Protection  of  Animals  Bill,  2r.  472 

Bodnetf  Roads^ 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  George),  511 

ROLLE8TON,  Mr.  W.,  Avon  (Minister  of  Justice, 
Lands,  Immigration,  and  Education), 
Andersou's  Bay  Rond,  q.  193 
Aroha  Block,  q.  434 


RoLLEbTox,  Mr.  W. — coniiuued. 

Auckland  College  and  Grammar  School  Bill, 

2b.  131 
Auckland  Road<«  and  Bridges,  m.  330,  351 
Awatere  Hhearing  Reserve  Management  Bill, 

2B  235 
Cambridge  Courthouse,  q,  (i7 
Colling  nooil-Kammea  Rood,  9.  843 
Edeudale-Fortrose  Railwoy,  g.  506 
Klectire  Council  Bill,  2r.  2*60 
Emigration  Land  Onlers,  7.  194 
Gaol  Officials.  7.313 
Hansard,  m.  231 

High  School  Resene^  Bill,  2r.  3:.8,  360 
Higher  Education,  7.  9  ;  m.  68 
Inrercarpill  Benevolent  In«titutii>n,  7.  505 
Inrercargill  Gaol,  7.  l(>i* 
Kumara  Re«erves,  7.  134 
Lake  Wakatipu  Agricultural  I^ind,  7.  306 
Lands  open  for  Otvupation,  7.  331 
Ix>cal  Bills,  m.  223 
Lyttelton  Police  Station,  Ac,  7. 134 
AUnawatu  Resident  Magistrate,  7.  10 
Manukau  County  Court  l)i^(ricts,  7.  181 
Maori  Prisoners,  7.  67 
Maori  Rcpio^ontation  Bill,  2b.  S6 
Middle  Island  Branch  Railways,  m.  110 
Native  A  Hairs  Committee:    Summoning  Wit- 

nc"*  in  Custody,  m.  102 
Native  Rescrrts  Vesting  Bill,  2r.  209 
Nelson  Mining  Incases,  7.  433 
New   Zealand    Constitution    Act    Amendment 

Bill,  IR.  507 
Offences  against  the  IVr»on  Act,  7.  67 
Otago  Roads  and  Bridges,  m.  228 
Prison  Labour,  7.  271 
Railway  Construction,  m.  116,  117,  119 
Reprint  of  Statutes,  7.  167 
Riverton  District  Court,  7.  133 
Rodney  Roads,  m.  512 
School  of  Mines,  7.  50 1 
Supply — 

Class  III.,  6(K),  tVc. 

Class  IV.,  430 

Class  VII.,  493,  kc. 
Sydenham  Petty  Sessions  Court,  7. 331 
Taranaki  Iron-Smelting  Works  Lands  Bill,  2r. 

584,  525 
Telegrams  for  Electioneering  Purposes,  m.  254, 

286 
Thames  High  School,  7.  434 
Theatrical  Performances,  m.  225 
Titanic  Steel  Company,  7.  330 
Waikaia  Courthouse,  7.  181 
Wanganui   Endowed   School   Bill,  Com.  383, 

386 
Wanganui  Gaol,  7.  221 
West  Coast  Small  Farms,  7.  181 
Wc.-tland  Waste  Lands,  7.  9 

RusSKLL,  Captain  W^  R.,  Napier, 
Maori  Representation  Bill,  2b.  92 
Native  Affairs  Committee :    Summoning   Wit- 
ness in  Custody,  wi.  150,  153 
Native  Lenses,  7.  109 
Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  2r.  18 
Rabbit  Nuisance,  7.  10 
Railway  Tickets,  7.  I09 
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Saddlery  for  Armed  Consiabulari/y 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Hutchison),  433 

Saundbbs,  Mr.  A.,  Cheviot, 

Canterbury  Local  Bodies,  q.  107 

Hansard,  m.  224,  229,  232 

Late  Elections,  q.  II;  m.  356 

Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  2n.  25 

Rcjni^ation  of  Elections  Bill,  2r.  43 

Supply- 
Class  IV.,  426.  &c. 

Telegrams  for  Electioneering  Purposes,  m.  239, 
2*5 

Scotland,  Hon.  H.,  Taranaki, 

Parnmene  te  Oneone  v.  Kinross,  m.  56* 
Triennial  Parliaments  Bill,  2r.  327* 

Seaward  Bush  Rmlway, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Shanks),  109 

Seddon,  Mr.  R.  J.,  Hokilika, 

Auckland  Improvement  Commi89ionei*8  Trans- 
fer of  Powers  Bill,  Com.  398 

Auckland  Roads  and  Bridges,  m.  350 

Citil  Servanti'  Salaries,  m.  515 

East  and  West  Coast  Railway,  Middle  Island, 
q.  180 

aold  Duties  Abolition  Bill.  2r.  216,  218 

Greymouth  and  Hokitika  Railway,  m.  228 

Hansard,  m.  232 

Kanieri  County,  q.  330 

Kumara  Reserves,  q.  134 

Land-Tax,  q.  135 

Late  Elections,  m.  356 

Miners'  Rights  Fees  Reduction  Bill,  2b.  212 

Native  Affairs  Committee :  Summoning  Wit- 
ness in  Custody,  m.  138 

Native  Reserves  Vesting  Bill,  2b.  125 

Nelson  South- West  Gold  Fiel  Is,  m.  523 

Public  Works  North  of  Auckland,  m,  476 

Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  2r.  38  ;  Reoom. 
280 

Railway  Construction,  m.  123 

Rating  Bill,  2r.  205 

Registration  of  Electors  Bill,  2r.  42  ;  Com.  292 

Regulation  of  Elections  Bill,  2r.  44 

Rodney  Roads,  m.  512 

Supply — 

Class  III.,  501 
Class  IV.,  491,  &4-. 
Class  VII.,  497 

Tariff;  w.  118 

Telegrams  for  Electioneering  Purposes,  m.  286 

Teremakau  Bridge,  q.  135 

Timaru  County,  m.  196 

Wilkinson,  W.,  m.  204 

Select  Committees, 
I.O.,  m.  (Hon.  Captain  Baillie),  1 

SETMOrB,  Mr.  A.  P.,  Wairau  (Chairman* of  Com- 
mittees, H.  of  R.), 

Awalere  Shearing  Repcrve  ^Innnrrpment  Bill, 
2r.  235 

Local  Bills  m.  223 


Shanks,  Mr.  J.  S.,  Mat  aura, 
Artillery  Corps,  q.  341.,  434,  435 
Edendale-Fortrose  Railway,  q,  506 
Seaward  Bush  Railway,  m.  109 
Town  Boards,  q.  134 

Shbehan,  Mr.  J.,  Thames, 

Avoha  Block,  q.  434 

Auckland  Roads  and  Bridges,  m.  350 

Civil  Service,  m.  509 

Hansard,  m.  234 

High  School  Reserves  Bill,  2b.  361 

Maori  Prisoners,  m.  69 

Maori  Representation  Bill,  2b.  77 

Miners'  Rights  Fees,  q.  434 

Miners'  Rights  Fees  Reduction  Bill,  2r.  214 

Nalive  Affairs  Committee:  Summoning  Wit- 
ness in  Cufetody,  m.  138,  150,  155 

Native  Reserves  Vesting  Bill,  VB.  124,  206 

New  Zealand  Constitution  .Vet  1852  Amend- 
ment Bill,  507 

Rees's  (Mr.)  Charge  for  Legal  Advice,  w.  351, 
352,  353 

Representation  Bill,  tn.  70 

Rodney  Roads,  m.  513 

Taranaki  Iron-Smelting  Works  Lands  Bill,  2r. 
531 

Telegrams  for  Electioneering  Purposes,  m.  239, 
214,283,289 

Thames  High  School,  q.  434 

Shbphaed,  Mr.  J.,  Waimea, 
Hop-Growing,  j^.  166 
Redistribution  of  Seats  Bill,  m.  423 
Representation  Bill,  m.  74 
Subsidies,  m.  421 
Supply — 

Class  IV.,  424,  &c. 

Class  VII.,  495 
Triennial  Parliaments  Bill,  2r.    98 ;    Recom. 

169 

Sheriffs  Bill, 
A.,  IB.  166 

Shbimski,  Mr.  S.  E.,  Waitaki, 

Awatere  Shearing  Reserve  Bill,  Com.  382 

Civil  Service,  m.  509 

Coasting  Trade,  m.  482 

Hansard,  m.  224,  230 

High  School  Reserves  Bill,  2b.  360 

Hurst,  W.  J.,g.  505 

Otago  Roads  and  Bridges,  m.  228 

Prison  Labour,  q.  271 

Pubhc  Workri  North  of  Auckland,  m.  476 

Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend. 

279 
Redistribution  of  Seats  Bill,  m.  424 
Rees's  (Mr.)  Charge  for  Legal  Advice,  m.  352 
Spirits  and  other  Duties,  m.  345 
Supply — 

Class  IV.,  426,  k^. 

Class  VII.,  495 
Telegrams  for  Electioneering  Purposes,  m.  284 
Timaru  County,  wi.  196 
Waipiihi-Pomahaka  Railway,  m.  203 
Wang.inui  Endowed  School  Bill.  Co-n.  393 
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Southern  Native  Districts  School  Billy 
I.e.,  IR.  631 

Southland  High  School  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  166 

Southland  Railways, 
h.,q.  (Mr.  H.  Hirst),  435 

Speakeb,  IJon.  the,  I.e.  (Sir  W.  Fitzherbert), 
Ashburton  County  Council  Waterworks   Bill, 

Rep.  Com.  313* 
Fencing,  m.  470* 
Harbour  Defences,  m.  399,*  400* 
Hawke's  Bay  and  Marlborough  KirerB  Bill,  2r. 

58,*  100* 
Local  Bills,  m.  269,*  338,*  339,*  3 10* 
Lunatic  Asylums,  m.  7* 
Otago  UniTersity  Bill,  m.  335* 
Personal  Explanation,  m.  220* 
University  of  Ot«go  Bill,  2r.  187,*  188* 

Speakbe,  Mr.,  h.  (Mr.  Ot.  M.  O'Rorke), 
Awatere  Shearing  Reserve  Bill,  Com.  382 
Canterbury  Local  Bodies,  q.  107,  108 
Collingwood  Election,  m.  228 
Grahamstown-Te  Aroha  Railway,  m.SiH 
Hansard,  m.  233 

Native  Affairs  Committee  :    Summoning  Wit- 
ness in  Custody,  m.  100,  &c.,  137,  &c.,  166 
Native  Petitions,  m.  346 
Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  2b.  15,  40 
Regulation  of  Elections  Bill,  2b.  44 
Representation  Bill,  m.  69,  &e. 
Supply,  fit.  463,  &c. 
Taranaki  Iron-Smelting  Works  Lands  Bill,  2b. 

531 
Telegrams  for  Electioneering  Purposes,  m.  240, 

242,  248,  283,  &c. 
Travelling  Expenses  of  Members,  m.  227 
Wellington-Foxton  Railway,  q.  157 

Speight,  Mr.  W.  S.,  Auckland  City  East, 
Auckland  College  and  Grammar  School  Bill, 

2b.  130 
Civil  Service,  «i.  510 
Elective  Council  Bill,  2e.  263 
Grahamstown-Te  Aroha  Railway,  m.  350 
Licensing  Bill  (No.  2),  Com.  160 
Members  of  General  Assembly  Expenses  Bill, 

2b.  436 
Miners'  Bights  Fees  Reduction  Bill,  2b.  213, 

214 
Native  Affairs  Committee ;   Summoning  Wit- 
ness in  Custody,  m.  105,  136 
Public  Accounts,  m,  227 
Public  Works  North  of  Auckland,  m.  478 
Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  2r.  28  ;  Cons,  of 

Amend.  275 
Supply — 

Class  IV.,  420,  &c. 

Class  VII.,  496 
Tariff*,  m.  113 
Telegrams  for  Electioneering  Purposes,  m.  25 1 , 

286 
Timaru  County,  m.  357 

Wanganui  Endowed  School  Bill,  Com.  391, 307 
Wilkinson,  W.,  m.  204 


Spirits  and  other  Duties, 
A.,  m.  (Mr.  George),  345 

Stevens,  Mr.  E.  C.  J.,  Chn'stchurch  City, 
Addington  Railway  Workshops,  q.  378 
Fire  Brigades,  q,  330 
Off*ence8  against  the  Person  Act,  q.  67 
Public  Accounts,  m.  227 
Public  Trust  Fundi",  m.  Ill,  112,  228 
Regulation  of  Elections  Bill,  Com.  334 
Supply— 

Clabs  TIL,  502 

Class  IV.,  483,  &c. 

Class  VIL,  495 
Tariff,  m.  1 13 

Stewabt,  Mr.  W.  D.,  Dunedin  City, 
Auckland  Roads  and  Bridges,  m.  350 
Collingwood  Election,  m.  229 
Hansard,  m.  230 

High  School  Reserves  Bill,  2b.  363 
Miners'  Rights  Fees  Reduction  Bill,  2b.  212 
Nelson  South-West  Gold  Fields,  m.  518 
Olago  Harbour  Board  Petition,  m.  357 
(Qualification  of  Electors  Bill.  2b.  15;  Cons,  of 

Amend.  275 
Redistribution  of  Seats  Bill,  m.  423 
Uees's  (Mr.)  Charge  for  Legal  Advice,  m.  352 
Supply,  m.  465 
Taranaki  Iron-Smelling  Works  Lands  Bill,  2b. 

526 
Telegrams  for  Electioneering  Purposes,  m.  238, 

285 
Theatrical  Performances,  q.  224 
Timuru  County,  m.  196,  357 
Waipahi-Pomahaka  Railway,  m.  201 

Stitt,  A., 
A.,  m.  (Mr.  J.  B.  Fisher),  514 

Studholme,  Mr.  J.,  Qladslune, 
Timaru  County,  m.  357,  358 

I  Subsidies, 

i    A.,  m.  (Mr.  Pyke),  418 

\    h..  Com.  438 

I      Class  IV.,  424,  4«2 

Supreme  Court  Practice, 
I    I.e.,  q.  (Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  Buckley),  90 

I  SuTTOy,  Mr.  F.,  Napier, 

Elective  Council  Bill,  2r.  264 
!      Maliia  Telegraph  StHtion,  q.  271 

Napier  and  Wairoa  Harbours,  q.  271 

Native  Affairs   Committee :  Summoning  Wit- 
ness in  Custody,  m.  155 

Petitions,  m.  608 

Rees's  (Mr.)  Charge  for  Legal  Advice,  m.  351, 
352 

Supply — 

Class  IV.,  431 

Telegrams  lor  Electioneering  Purposes,  m.  286, 
289 

XTnvotsd  Salariei*,  m.  234 
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SwAKboy,  Mr.  \V.,  Xeu'loii, 

Auckland  College  and  Qrammnr  Scliool  BUI, 
2r. 131 

Auckland  GbTernment  Contractor,  q.  67 

Coasting  Trade,  m.  481 

Edmonds,  S.  J.,  q.  178 

Elective  Council  Bill,  2r.  263 

Natiye   Affairs   Committee:  Siimmouing  Wit- 
ness in  Cudlody,  m.  138 

Onehunga  Water  Reserve  Bill,  Com.  159 

Representation  Bill,  7n.  73 

Supply — 

Class  IV.,  426 

Target  Practice,  q.  166 

Wangauui  Endowed  School  Bill,  Com.  300 

Hjfdenham  Petty  Sessiot^  Court, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Andrews),  331 

Sydenham  Post  Office, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Andrews),  331 


T. 

Taiaroa,  Hon.  H.  K.,  Otayo, 

Elections  Validation  Bill,  2b.  191* 
Kaiapoi  Native  Reserves,  q.  265* 
Maori  Translation  of  Bills,  m.  602* 
Middle  Island  Maoris,  q.  264* 
Middle  Island  Native  Doctors,  q.  264* 
Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  2r.  409* 
Triennial  Parliaments  Bill,  2r.  328* 

Taieri  £iver  Floods, 
h.,m.  (Mr.  Dick),  228 

Tainui,  Mr.  I.,  ^out/tern  Maori  District, 
Native  Reserves,  Middle  Island,  m.  357 
Native  Resenes  Vesting  Bill,  2r.  127,  206 
Public  Works  North  of  Auckhind,  m.  477 
Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  2b.  32 
Supply — 

Class  VII.,  499 
West  Coast  Native  Reserves,  q.  344 

Tapanui  Jtailwai/, 
h.,q.  (Mr.  Ireland),  108 

Taranaki  Iron- Smelting  Works  Lands  Bill, 
A.,  IR.  342  ;  2r.  524 

Target  Practice, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Swanson),  166 

Tariff,  ' 

h ,  m.  (Mr.  J.  W.  Hurst),  112,  380 

Tawhai,  Mr.  H.  M.,  Northern  Maori  District,      I 
Maori  Representation  Bill,  2b.  82  j 

Native  Petitions,  m.  346 
Native  Reserves  Vesting  Bill,  2r.  207 
Public  Works  North  of  Auckland,  m.  476 
Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  2r.  22 
Supply- 
Corn.  461 
Class  III.,  501 
CUiss  VII.,  500 


Tta  and  Sugar  Duties, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Pyke),  8 

Te  Aro  Reclamation  Bill, 
A.,  3b.  472 
I.e.,  iR.  502 

Te  Keha,  W., 
h.,  f».  (Major  Te  Wheoro),  203 

Telegrams, 
Lc,  q.  (Hon.  Captain  Kraser),  313 

Telegratnsfur  Electioneering  Purposes, 
h.y  in.  (Mr.  Macandrew),  235  ;  m.  (Mr.  Shoohan), 
283 

Teremakau  Bridge, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Seddon),  135 

Te  Whboro,  Mr.  W.,  Western  Maori  District, 

Lands  Returned  to  Maoris,  m.  227 

Maori  Prisoners,  q,  68 

Maori  Representation  Bill,  2b.  81 

Native  Affairs  Committee :  Summoning  Wit- 
ness in  Custody,  m.  152 

Native  Reserves  Vesting  Bill,  2r.  210 

(Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  2b.  19 ;  Recom. 
277 

Te  Keha,  W.,  m.  203,  204 

Waikato  Survey,  q.  108 

Thames  Drill-hall, 
A.,  q.  (Sir  a.  Grey),  505 

Thatnes  Harbour  Board  Bill, 
A.,  IR.  417 

Thames  High  School, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Sheehan),  434 

Theatrical  Performances, 
A.,  w.  (Mr.  Dick),  224 

Thomson,  Mr.  J.  W.,  Clutha, 
Balclutha  Bridge,  q.  222 
Maori  Representation  Bill,  2r.  96 
Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  Recom.  273 
Supply,  Com.  446 

Triennial  Parliaments  Bill,  Com.  96,  97 
Width  of  StreeU  and  Roads  Bill,  2b.  380 

Thornbttiy-Otautau  Telegraph, 
A.,  q,  (Mr.  H.  Hirst),  435 

Tima/*u  County, 

A.,  m.  (Mr.  Wakefield),  194,  357 
I.e.,  q.  (Hon.  Mr.  Acland),  48  ;  m.  (Hon.  Mr. 
Acland),265,  329 

Timaru  Harbour  Board  Bill, 
A.,  IR.  376 

Timatni  Bailway  Works, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Richai-dson),  9 

Tituaru  Watertvorks  Bill, 
A.,  3r.  343 
I.e.,  IR.  367 
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Titanic  Steel  Company ^ 
A.,  q,  (Mr.  Ballance),  330 


ToLE,  Mr.  J.  A.,  Edmy 

Auckland  College  and  Grammar  School  Bill, 

2r.  130 
Auckland  Railway  Workshops,  7.  221,  272  ;  m. 

378 
Elections  Validation  Bill,  2r.  171,  172 
Gaol  Officials,  q.  343 

Rees's  (Mr.)  Charge  for  Legal  Advice,  m.  352 
Native  Affairs  Committee  :   Summoning  Wit- 
ness in  Custody,  »i.  103, 137 
Kative  Petitions,  m.  345 
Newmarket  Post  Office,  q.  179,  222 
Newmarket  Railway  Workshops,  q.  168 
Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  2b.  24 
Telegrams  for  Electioneering  Purposes,  m.  242, 
288 

TOMOANA,  Mr.  H.,  Eastern  Maori  District, 
Elective  Council  Bill,  2b.  262 
Lands  Returned  to  Maoris,  »i.  22S 
Maori  Prisoners,  q.  67 ;  m.  68 
Maori  Representation  Bill,  2r.  94 
Native  Reserves  A'estiug  Bill,  2b.  127,  207 
Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  2b.  22 

Town  BoardSf 
A.,  q,  (Mr.  Shanks),  134 

Towns  on  Private  Lands  Registration  Bill, 
A.,  IB.  66  ;  Dis.  377 

Travelling  Expenses  of  Members, 
A.,  Obs.  (Mr.  Speaker),  227 

Triennial  Parliaments  Bill, 
h.,  2e.  47  ;  Com.  96;  3b.  168 
Lc,  lB.174;  2b.  319 

Tbimdle,  Colonel  R.,  Qrey  and  Bell, 
Maori  Representation  Bill,  2b.  89 
Native  Afiairs  Committee :  Summoning  Wit- 
ness in  Custody,  m.  101, 104 
Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  2r.  12 ;  Recom. 

276 
Railway  Construction,  m.  117,  118 
Registration  of  Electors  Bill,  2b.  42 
Regulation  of  Elections  Bill,  2b.  45 
Supply- 
Corn.  -145 

Class  IV.,  429,  430,  488 
Taranaki  Iron-Smelting  Works  Lands  Bill,  2k. 

528 
Telegrams  for  Electioneering  Purposes,  m.  285 
Waipahi-Pomahaka  Railway,  m.  201 
Wanganui  Endowed  School  Bill,  Com.  384 

TUR>BULL,  Mr.  R.,  Timaru, 
Civil  Servants'  Salaries,  m.  515 
Civil  Service,  w.  510 
Divorce  Courts,  q.  QQ 
Elective  Council  Bill,  2b.  263 
Famall,  H.  W.,  m.  511 
Hansard,  m.  231 
Land-Tax,  q.  436 
Late  Elections,  m.  356 


TuBNBULL,  Mr.  R. — continued. 

Native  Affairs  Committee :  Summoning  Witness 

in  Custody,  w.  103,  151 
Public  Accounts,  m.  226 
Public  Works  North  of  Auckland,  m.  478 
QualiGeation  of  Electors  Bill,  2r.  24 ;    Com. 

182;  Reooui.  275 
Railway  Construction,  m.  120 
Regulation  of  Elections  Bill,  2b.  44 
Representation  Bill,  2b.  71 
Rodney  Roads,  w.  513 
Supply — 

Com.  462 

Class  in.,  500,  501 

Class  IV.,  425,  430,  &c.,482,  490 

Class  VII.,  492,  497 
Telegrams  for  Electioneering  Purposes,  m,  243 
Theatrical  Performances,  m.  225 
Timaru  County,  w.  195,  197,  357 
Triennial  Parliaments  Bill,  2b.  47 
Wanganui  Endowed  School  Bill,  Com.  384 


U. 

University  of  Otago  Bill, 
A.,  IB.  132  ;  2b.  185 

University  Reserves, 
I.e.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Miller),  54,  58 

University  Resale,  Tauranya, 
I.e.,  q.  (Hon.  Mr.  MUler),  48 

Unvoted  Salaries,  Native  Department, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Sutton),  224 


W. 

WaikcUa  Courthouse, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Ireland),  181 

Waikato  Surveys, 
A.,  q.  (Major  Te  Wheoro),  108 

Waimea  Plains- Waikaia  Railway, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Ireland),  67 

Waipahi-Pomahaka  Railway, 
A.,  m.  (Mr.  Ireland),  198 

Wairarapa  Racecourse  Bill, 
A.,  2b.  100;  3r.  192 
I.e.,  iB.  219 

Waitara  Harbour  Board  Land  and  Borrowing 

Bill, 
A.,  3b.  377 
I.e.,  IB.  399 

Waiuku  Recreation  Reserve  Bill, 
A.,  3b.  133 
I    Ac,  IB.  174  ;  3b.  399 

Wakefield,  Mr.  E.,  Oeraldine, 
High  School  Reserves  Bill,  2ii.  362 
I      Land  Claims  Arbitration  Bill,  2r.  364 
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Wakefield,  Mr.  E. — continued. 

Nelson  South-West  Gold  Fields,  m.  524 

Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  2b.  13, 15 ;  Re- 
com.  278    . 

Supply- 
Class  III.,  501 

Taranaki  Iron-Smelting  Works  Lands  Bill,  2&. 
529,  530,  531 

Telegrams  for  Electioneering  Purposes,  m,  247, 
252.  283,  284 

Timaru  County,  m.  194, 197,  357 

Wallis,  Dr.  J.,  Auckland  City  Wesly 

Parliamentary  Papers  to  Local  Bo(Hes,  m.  857 
Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  Recom.  283 

Wanganui  Endowed  School  Bill, 
h,f  Com*  388 

JFanganui  Oaoly 
h.y  q.  (Mr.  Baliance),  221 

Wanganui- Pat ea  Bailwaif, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Baliance),  167 

War  Materials^ 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Andrews),  505 

Wateehouse,  Hon.  G.  M.,  Wellington, 
Appeals  against  Valuations,  m.  367* 
District    Courts    Proceedings  Validation  Bill, 

2b.  188 
Elections  Validation  Bill,  2b.  189 
Harbour  Defences,  m.  39i9 
Hawke's  Bay  and  Marlborough  Rivers  Bill,  2b. 

58,  342 
Local  Bills,  m.  50,»  174,  177,  268,  339* 
Lunatic  Asylums,  m.  G,*  63,  64,  65 
Miners*  Rights  Fees  Reduction  Bill,  2b.  415* 
Oamaru   Waterworks    Bill.   2b.   161,*    164;* 

Com.  188 
Otago  University  Bill,  m.  336 
Protection  of  Animals  Bill,  2r.  471* 
Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  2b.  407,*  409* 
Railway  Tariff,  m.  317* 
Select  Committees,  m.  2* 
Timaru  County,  m.  266 
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LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Friday,  ZIH  October,  1879. 


First  Beftdings— Third  Reading  —  Select  Committeea  — 
Lanatio  Asjlams— Interoolonial  Probate  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Sfbaseb  took  the  chair  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 

Pbatbbs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Rabbit   Nuisance   Bill,   Leases   and   Sales  of 
Settled  Estates  Bill. 

THIRD  READING. 

New  Plymouth  Qas  Bill. 

SELECJT  COMMITTEES. 

The  Hon.  Captain  BAILLIE  mored,  That  the 
amendments  proposed  in  Standing  Orders 'Nos. 
236  and  237,  as  recommended  in  a  report  of  the 
Standing  Orders  Committee  prejonted  on  24th 
October,  be  agreed  to. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  was  read  as  fol- 
lows : — 

"  Your  Committee  have  the  honor  to  report  that 
they  bare  come  to  the  following  resolutions,  which 
they  recommend  for  adoption  by  the  Council : — 
(1.)  That  Standing  Order  No.  236  be  amended  by 
adding  the  following  words  at  the  end  thereof : 
'  unless  it  is  intended  that  the  Committee  shall 
be  elected  by  ballot.'  (2.)  That  Standing  Order 
No.  237  be  amended  by  omitting  the  words  *  any 
three  members  shall  require  a  ballot,  such  Com- 
mittee shall  be  formed  in  the  manner  following,' 
after  '  Committee,'  in  the  second  line,  and  insert- 
ing in  lieu  thereof  the  following  words:  'it 
shall  be  decided  by  the  Council  that  such  Com- 
mittee shall  be  elected  by  ballot,  the  election  shall 
be  carried  out  in  the  following  manner.' " 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  he  would  put 
the  resolutions  seriatim. 

Question  put,  That  Standing  Order  No.  236 
be  amended  by  adding  the  following  words  at 
the  end  thereof  :  **  unless  it  is  intended  that  the 
Committee  shall  be  elected  by  ballot." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  would  ask,  if 
that  were  done — assuming  that  the  notice  was 
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given  and  that  no  members  were  named,  and 
then  that  the  Council  decided  that  the  election 
should  not  be  by  ballot — what  would  be  the  posi- 
tion ?  Another  notice  of  motion  would  be  re- 
quired for  the  purpose  of  naming  the  members  of 
the  Committee,  and  iuToWe  much  loss  of  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Or.  BUCKLEY  said  that  un- 
less the  second  amendment  were  carried  the 
difficulty  mentioned  by  the  Attornej-General 
could  hardly  occur.  He,  for  one,  was  very 
strongly  against  the  amendment  proposed  in  the 
second  resolution,  which  he  hoped  would  be  nega- 
tived by  the  Council. 

The  Hon.  Captain  ERASER  could  not  tell 
whether  this  was  intended  to  deprive  the  Coun- 
cil of  the  prerogative  which  it  possessed  at  pre- 
sent. The  day  might  come  when  the  Council 
would  be  ruled  by  a  party,  and  a  Committee  might 
be  "  packed  "  by  that  party,  and  it  was  proposed, 
forsooth,  to  deprive  them  of  their  present  right 
of  calling  for  a  ballot.  He  could  not  understand 
how  the  Standing  Orders  Committee  could  bring 
such  a  resolution  before  the  Council. 

TJie  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  said  one  would 
suppose  that  there  was  no  other  deliberative  As- 
sembly in  the  world  that  was  ruled  by  party  but 
the  House  of  Commons  of  England.  He  did  not 
hear  any  complaint  that  the  Committees  even  there 
were  packed ;  and,  for  his  part,  he  would  be  very 
glad  to  see  the  Council  ruled  by  party,  and  he 
did  not  beUeve  it  would  ever  really  do  any  work 
which  the  country  would  appreciate  if  it  was  not 
ruled  by  party.  If  they  pretended  that  they 
were  superior  to  party,  which  was,  after  all,  the 
veriest  hypocrisy,  they  would  be  assuming  a  posi- 
tion which  nobody  else  in  the  country  sympa- 
thized with  or  appreciated.  People  dia  not  care 
for  persons  who  were  not  in  sympathy  with  them- 
selves, who  were  not  moved  by  the  same  impulses, 
and  who  did  not  regard  matters  from  the  same 
point  of  view  as  themselves ;  and  the  consequence 
was  that,  if  the  Council  set  itself  above  pubUo 
opinion,  it  would  lose  a  great  deal  of  weight  in  the 
country.  He  did  not  at  all  look  with  terror  to  the 
time  when  the  Coimcil  would  be,  as  he  thought  it 
admittedly  should  be,  as  he  believed  it  always 
had  been,  ruled  by  party ;  and  as  to  the  applica- 
tion of  party  to  this  question  of  Committees,  he 
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thongbt  that  the  good  sense  and  fair-plaj  which 
had  been  found  to  exist  in  the  other  brancli  of 
the  Legislature  in  this  country,  and  in  all  other 
Legirlature^,  would,  in  this  Council  also,  lead  to  the 
appointment  of  fair  Committees  as  a  rule ;  and, 
if  anj  injustice  appeared  to  exist  at  any  time,  it 
was  always  easy  to  more  that  further  members  be 
added.  On  it  being  proved  that  only  one  set  of 
opinions  were  represented,  the  Council,  however 
moved  by  party,  would  always  support  a  motion 
to  insure  fair- play.  What  he  de«ired  was  that 
the  principle  of  putting  the  Council  to  the  incon- 
Tenience  of  balloting  on  every  occasion  should 
be  put  a  stop  to.  Any  two  or  three  gentlemen, 
who  wished  to  be  obstructive  or  to  be  pedantic, 
oonid  put  the  Council  to  the  trouble  of  a  ballot, 
although,  generally  speaking,  the  result  was,  that 
the  very  same  gentlemen  who  were  proposed  in 
the  motion  were  elected  by  ballot.  The  Waste 
Lands  Committee  was  the  only  exception  to  this 
rule,  which  showed  the  usele5snes9  of  continual 
balloting.  The  Council  ought  not  to  be  com- 
pelled to  submit  to  the  dictation  of  two  or  three 
gentlemen,  who  were  at  present  able  to  exercise 
a  tyranny  over  the  Council.  Lot  a  majority  of 
the  Council  decide  whether  the  ballot  was  to  be 
used  or  not.  He,  for  one,  was  quite  ready  to  leave 
everything  to  the  decision  of  the  Council,  because 
he  had  found  the  decision  of  the  Council  so  fnir 
in  past  times  ;  and  therefore  he  hailed  with  satis- 
faction this  recommendation  of  the  Standing 
Orders  Commit  tee.  He  trusted  that  the  Council 
would  adopt  that  recommendation,  and  not  be 
carried  away  by  the  contemplation  of  the  imagi- 
nary danger  which  the  Hon.  Captain  Fraser, 
in  a  moment  of  fancy,  had  suggested  to  terrify 
the  Council. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES  did  not  think  the 
Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore  at  all  represented  the 
views  of  the  Council  in  the  remarks  he  had  just 
made,  because  one  of  the  peculiar  characteristics 
of  the  Council,  and  a  characteristic  upon  which 
it  hod  prided  itself,  was  the  absence  of  party 
spirit  from  its  deliberations — the  fact  that  the 
members  of  the  Council  addressed  themselves 
to  every  subject  coming  before  them  altogether 
unbiassed  by  party :  and  that  was  one  of  the 
reasons  why  the  public  had  come  to  have  such  a 
high  opinion  of  the  straightforward  determina- 
tion of  the  Council  to  do  justice  to  every  sub- 
ject coming  before  it.  He  felt,  with  the  Hon. 
Captain  Fraser,  that  this  motion  would  interfere 
with  the  privileges  of  the  Council ;  but  at  the 
same  time  they  knew  that  the  manner  of  appoint' 
ing  Select  Committees  at  present  in  operation  was 
very  defective.  For  instance,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  every  session  Committees  were  appointed 
formed  almost  entirely  from  the  itinks  of  the 
older  members  of  the  Council.  But  the  proper 
mode  would  be,  to  appoint  old  and  young  mem- 
bers in  certain  proportions,  so  that  young  mem- 
bers would  be  trained  up  to  conducting  the  work 
as  the  older  members  dropped  off.  The  future 
service  of  the  Council  in  this  respect  ought  to  be 
kept  in  view  when  forming  these  Commit teci". 
Besides,  in  making  a  reference  to  the  Council  as 
to  voting,  before  the  Committee  could  be  selected 
there  would  be  a  considerable  waste  of  time.  He 
Eon,  Colonel  WTUtmof 


thought  it  would  be  better  to  allow  the  Standing 
Orders  to  remain  as  thev  were  at  present. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  M£NZI£S  drew  attention  to 
the  fact  that  the  last  two  speakers  had  been  dis- 
'  cussing  the  second  resolution  of  the  Committee, 
I  which  was  not  before  the  Council  at  present. 
]  The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  confessed  he 
I  was  astonished  at  the  rather  wide  scope  the  dis- 
I  cussion  was  taking.  He  scarcely  expect^  that 
I  a  discussion  with  regard  to  the  defsirableness 
or  otherwise  of  party  warfare  being  introduced 
into  the  Council  would  be  brought  up  on  a  mo- 
tion of  this  character  ;  and  he  would  not  enter 
into  that  question  at  present.  If  the  Hon.  Colonel 
"Whitmore  liked  to  bring  the  matter  forward  fairly, 
he  would  be  quite  ready  to  state  his  opinions; 
but  for  the  present  he  would  only  state  that,  if 
he  were  an  office-seeker,  or  if  he  were  anxious  to 
have  the  defects  in  the  administrations  of  which 
he  had  been  a  member,  or  his  own  personal  defects 
as  an  administrator,  covered  up,  then  he  certainly 
should  go  in  for  party  government  in  the  Council, 
because  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  getting 
together  a  party  which  would  swear  black  was 
white  if  that  were  necessary  to  whitewash  him 
from  his  oflences.  It  seemed  to  him  that  honor- 
able members  were  under  a  misapprehension  as 
to  the  question  under  consideration.  It  was  not 
proposed  to  do  away  with  the  right  of  the  Council 
to  elect  Committees  by  ballot  if  that  right  was 
desired  by  the  Council.  At  the  present  time  the 
course  followed  was  this:  First  of  all,  an  honor- 
able member  suggested  the  names  of  persons 
who  he  wished  should  form  the  Committee,  and 
then  the  proposition  for  a  ballot  came  in  as  an 
amendment ;  but  the  Council  knew  the  result 
of  that :  the  names  which  were  suggested  in  the 
motion  in  the  first  instance  were  invariably  the 
names  forming  the  Committee  when  the  ballot- 
papers  had  been  filled  up.  What  the  Standing 
Orders  Committee  proposed  was  that,  in  the 
first  instance,  the  question  of  whether  a  Com- 
mittee should  be  chosen  by  ballot  should  be  de- 
cided ;  so  tiiat  when  a  ballot  took  place  honorable 
members  would  be  perfectly  free  to  exercise  their 
judgment,  which  they  could  hardly  be  said  to  be 
when  a  ballot  was  taken  under  the  present  cir- 
cumstances— when  names  were  first  indicated  in 
a  motion.  Honorable  members  must  have  seen 
that  when  Committees  were  balloted  for  under 
the  present  system  there  was  an  unnecessary 
waste  of  time.  It  might  be  that  only  one  or 
two  members  of  the  Council  desired  that  the 
Committee  should  be  elected  by  ballot ;  and  the 
object  of  the  second  alteration  was  to  prevent  the 
loss  of  time  occasioned  by  an  unnecessary  ballot. 
If  the  report  were  adopted,  then  there  would  be 
two  courses  open  to  a  member  asking  for  a  Com- 
mittee. He  might  take  the  usual  course,  and 
insert  in  the  notice  of  motion  the  names  of  gentle- 
men whom  he  wished  to  form  the  Committee ;  or 
he  might  simply  move  that  a  Committee  be  ap- 
pointed, the  members  to  be  select^  by  ballot. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  BRETT  considered  that  Ses- 
sional Committees  had  been  unwisely  and  in- 
judiciously selected  in  the  past.  Often  one-third 
of  the  members  put  on  the  Committees  did  not 
attend,  and  were  not  likelj  to  attend,  and  the 
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result  tras,  that  the  whole  daf^y  fell  upon  a  few 
persons ;  which  was  objectionable  from  more  than 
one  point  of  view.  He  did  not  believe  in  privi- 
leges being  accorded  to  old  members  not  accorded 
to  young  members.  Wiien  he  first  came  into  Ihe 
Council  tliere  seemed  to  be  a  prescriptive  right 
on  the  part  of  some  to  do  all  the  speaking,  and 
he  was  looked  upon  rather  as  a  curiosity  when 
he  had  the  impertinence  to  get  up  and  say  a 
few  words ;  but  he  had  soon  broken  that  down. 
There  were  now  a  number  of  very  able  men  in 
the  Council — men  of  the  greatest  wisdom;  but 
these  did  not  serve  on  the  Committees.  He 
was  a  f;reat  advocate  for  balloting,  because  it 
would  lead  to  those  men  being  put  upon  the 
Committees,  and,  moreover,  because  it  would  be 
the  most  just  course.  Under  (he  present  system 
members  came  down  to  the  House  grumbling 
about  the  constitution  of  the  CommiUees,  and 
making  nasty  and  invidious  remarks  about  the 
way  members  were  put  on  the  Committees, 
stating  that  the  Chairman  put  his  friends  on 
the  Committee  he  proposed.  If  the  Committees 
were  balloted  for  there  would  be  no  more  of  that 
kind  of  thing. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Question  put,  That  the  second  resolution  be 
agreed  to. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  G.  BUCKLKy  said  this  was 
the  most  important  part  of  the  amendments  sug- 
gested by  the  Standmg  Orders  Committee.  The 
resolution  just  carried  enabled  a  member,  in 
moving  for  the  appointment  of  a  Select  or  Ses- 
sional Committee,  either  to  move  that  certain 
gentlemen  should  form  that  Committee,  or  else 
that  a  Committee  be  appointed  by  billot.  That 
was  all  very  well ;  but,  if  this  second  resolution 
were  agreed  to,  the  power  enabling  three  members 
of  the  Council,  whenever  suggested  names  were 
not  satisfactory,  to  demand  a  ballot,  would  be 
done  away  with,  and  the  question  would  have  to 
go  to  Uie  vole  of  the  whole  Council,  when  a 
majority  would  decide  it.  He  objected  to  that; 
and  he  hoped  the  Council  would  not  accept  (hat 
amendment,  so  that  any  three  members  should 
continue  to  have  the  power  to  demand  a  ballot. 

Motion  negatived. 

LUNATIC  ASYLUMS. 

The  adjourned  debate  was  resumed  on  the 
question,  Ihat,  considering  the  number  of  patients 
at  present  in  the  Lunatic  Asylums  of  Canterbury, 
Olago,  and  Wellington,  this  Council  is  of  opinion 
that  (lie  Government  should  take  the  necessary 
steps  for  securing  the  services  of  three  properly- 
qualified  medical  practitioners,  for  the  purpose  of 
filling  the  situations  of  medical  superintendents 
of  the  Lunatic  Asylums  of  Canterbury,  Otago, 
and  Wellington ; 

And  the  amendment  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  G. 
Buckley,  To  add  at  the  end  thereof  the  follow- 
ing: ''and  that  the  reports  of  the  Inspector, 
Dr.  Skae,  recommending  alterations  and  addi- 
tions for  the  improvement  of  the  various  lunatic 
as)  lums  of  the  colony,  should  receive  the  imme- 
diate and  serious  consideration  of  the  Gt>vem- 
ment," 


The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE  said  he  only  wished  to 
add  to  the  few  words  he  had  given  utterance  to  on 
the  previous  day,  that  he  thought  it  would  be  dif- 
ficult to  estimate  the  value  of  the  services  which 
Dr.  Skae  had  rendered  to  the  colony  in  his  posi- 
tion of  Inspector  of  Lunatic  Asylums,  and  by  his 
report  upon  the  condition  of  the  lunatics  of  the 
colony.  He  (Dr.  Grace)  held  that  whenever 
the  country  had  the  courage  to  look  its  short- 
comings fairly  in  the  face  it  was  on  the  high 
road  to  remedying  those  shortcomings.  The  re- 
port of  Dr.  Skae  reflected  a  good  deal  of  credit 
upon  the  Government  whose  official  he  was.  It 
showed  that  Ministers  fully  realized  the  posi- 
tion, and  afforded  the  best  guarantee— or,  at  any 
rate,  an  excellent  guarantee — of  their  desire  and 
intention  to  remedy  existing  deficiencies.  It 
must,  however,  be  remembered  that  some  fair 
period  of  time  was  necessary  to  enable  Dr.  Skae 
to  familiarize  himself  with  the  requirements  of 
the  colony  in  this  direction,  and  to  enable  him  to 
judicially  weigh  the  value  of  such  remedial  mea- 
sures as  he  had  already  brought  into  force.  He 
(Dr.  Grace)  believed  that  any  one  who  had  in- 
spected the  institutions  in  America,  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  or  in  Germany  could  note  defects  and 
trace  out  material  faults.  If  honorable  gentle- 
men would  allow  their  minds  to  travel  back 
for  a  period  of  twenty  years,  and  consider 
what  was  the  condition  of  the  lunatic  asylums 
throughout  England  then  —  more  particularly 
the  county  institutions,  both  in  England  and  in 
Ireland — and  alfo  remember  the  wealth  and  re- 
sources the  Imperial  Government  had  under  its 
control,  it  would  be  found  that  the  condition 
of  the  New  Zealand  asvlums,  even  now,  was  not 
so  thoroughly  disgraceful  as  honorable  members 
not  quite  familiar  with  the  subject  would  have 
the  Council  suppose.  But  in  all  these  mattert*, 
as  soon  as  the  country  boldly  recognized  its  de- 
ficiencies it  honestly  endeavoured  to  improve  its 
institutions,  and,  thus  awakened,  the  country  soon 
began  to  travel  in  the  right  track.  Experience 
was  the  great  want  —  matters  were  still  very 
much  in  a  transition  state— and  in  the  expendi- 
ture of  money  it  was  very  necessary  to  proceed 
with  becoming  caut  ion  and  care.  As  bearing  upon 
the  whole  subject,  it  occurred  to  him  that  when 
visiting  a  hospital  in  New  York,  the  Bosenvelt, 
one  of  the  fiuest  institutions  in  the  world,  he 
noticed  in  a  courtyard  to  this  palatial  institution 
a  miserable  little  hut  —  such  as  would  be  seen 
beside  a  sawyers'  pit  iu  the  bush.  This,  of 
course,  attracted  his  attention  at  once,  and  he 
asked  the  gentleman  showing  him  the  place  what 
was  the  object  of  this  hut.  "Oh,"  he  replied, 
**  we  put  ail  the  bad  cases  there."  There  wai 
this  magnificent  building,  with  its  noble  Corin- 
thian columns,  its  glorious  proportions,  with  every 
convenience  that  an  immense  revenue — probably 
a  revenue  of  £30,000  a  year — could  procure,  and 
yet  there  was  this  hut  erected  for  bad  coses.  If 
they  were  going  to  be  enthusiastic,  let  them  be 
wisely  enthusiastic.  He  believed  that  the  meanest 
accommodation — an  ordinary  bell-tent,  a  mere 
shed,  if  erected  within  any  decent  enclosure,  and 
on  a  large  piece  of  land,  four  or  five  hundred 
acres  in  extent,  giving  opportunity  for  plenty 
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of  outdoor  work — would  be  more  valuable  than 
the  most  expenvire  building  which  could  be 
erected  on  a  cramped  space,  if  this  single  pro* 
Tisionwere  added  :  the  personal  supervision  of  an 
intelligent  medical  man — not  mad  himself;  be- 
cause tliat  was  a  material  element  in  the  matter. 
The  great  majority  of  lunacy  experts  were  insane. 
The  great  majority  of  them  were  looked  upon  by 
the  profession  as  being  insane. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Why? 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE.— From  their  constant 
contact  with  psychological  and  physiological  con- 
ditions which  neither  they  nor  anybody  else  can 
understand. 

An  Hon.  Member. — I)r.  Skae  ? 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE.— Dr.  Skae  had  the 
advantage  of  having  a  wife  and  six  children,  and 
that  was  quite  enougli  to  bring  any  man  down  to 
mundane  matters.  He  was  speaking  of  ordinary 
experts ;  and  his  object  in  making  the  remark  was 
to  show  that  if  the  country  employed  lunacy 
experts  they  must  have  an  opportunity  of  relaxa- 
tion of  mind,  they  must  have  change,  they  must 
lead  a  decent  life,  because  the  f^train  on  the  ner- 
vous system  was  so  groat,  if  they  were  entliu- 
siastio  in  the  performance  of  their  duties,  that 
they  could  not  easily  stand  against  it :  therefore 
they  must  not  be  expected  to  be  mere  drudges. 
That  which  was  of  further  practical  importance 
was  this :  They  should  not  be  so  ready  to  rush 
into  the  construction  of  expensive  buildings  as  to 
see  that  the  lunaties  were  treated  with  fair  con- 
sideration and  kindness,  that  there  was  a  genial 
atmosphere  around  them,  and  that  the  servants 
did  not  look  upon  them  as  wild  animals  which 
should  be  put  in  cages.  There  was  no  great 
mystery  in  the  treatment  of  ordinary  lunatics 
beyond  the  reach  of  the  ordinary  medical  man, 
who  knew  anything  of  the  physiological  prin- 
ciples of  the  disease ;  and  if  the  services  of  an 
expert  were  obtained  the  risk  was  run  of  getting 
a  man  who  was  himself  mad,  and  who  per- 
sisted in  assigning  a  psychological  reason  for 
this,  and  a  physiological  reason  for  that,  simply 
because  that  was  his  own  craze  at  the  moment. 
Justice  required  that  be  should  say  that  he 
did  not  think  honorable  members  should  blame 
the  Legislature  for  its  slowness  in  voting  large 
sums  of  money  for  these  purposes.  It  was 
very  difficult  for  the  ordinary  class  of  legislator 
to  appreciate  the  value  of  such  provisions  at  all ; 
and  it  was  only  by  the  constant  direction  of 
the  attention  of  the  best-educated  people  in  the 
colony  to  the  consideration  of  these  subjects  that 
they  could  expect  anything  like  a  general  interest 
to  be  taken  in  them  ;  and  in  that  way  he  thought 
the  services  of  the  Hon.  Captain  Fraser  in  this 
direction  had  been  most  valuable.  He  took  the 
opportunity  of  adding  that,  in  his  opinion,  the 
management  of  all  our  institutions  was  cumber- 
some, expensive,  and  unsatisfactory ;  but  chiefly 
owing  to  the  want  of  administrative  capacity  in 
the  people  in  charge.  And  that  brought  him 
back  to  that  which  was  essential,  and  which  was 
the  gravamen  of  this  resolution  :  that  they  could 
not  administer  a  large  asylum  at  all  efficiently 
unless  they  had  a  competent  expert;  but,  in 
addition,  that  competent  expert  must  be  a  com- 
Hon.  Dr,  OTac9 


petent  administrator ;  and  there  was  the  diffi- 
culty— the  gravest  difficulty.  It  involved  a  com- 
bination of  qualities  which  was  mo^t  rare.  And 
then  came  in  a  danger  attendant  upon  this  dif- 
ficulty :  they  might  introduce  into  this  colony 
from  England  experts  who  would  be  experts 
pure  and  simple,  and  they  might  have  no  ad- 
ministrative capacity.  Now,  it  seemed  to  him 
that  Dr.  Skae  had  pre-eminently  administrative 
capacity ;  that  he  had  got  that  canny  terse  way 
of  looking  at  a  thing,  and  weighing  its  essen- 
tials of  importance  in  his  situation — that  was  of 
the  first  order.  If  any  one  would  consider  the 
patient,  good-tempered,  genial  way  in  which  Dr. 
Skae  had  utilized  the  resources  at  his  hand,  and 
the  way  in  which  he  had  carefully  avoided  quar- 
relling with  a  single  director  of  any  of  the  intti- 
tutions,  he  could  not  fail  to  credit  that  gentleman 
with  the  highest  rank  amongst  administrators. 
A  man  of  that  kind  was  worth  £2,000  a  year  to 
the  colony.  He  only  hoped  the  colony  was  treat- 
ing him  with  proper  consideration  and  proper 
respect:  if  not,  it  would  be  bound  to  lose  him. 
There  was  no  doubt  he  was  a  valuable  man.  Ho 
(Dr.  Grace)  had  nothing  to  do  with  these  insti- 
tutions. He  was  purely  an  observer.  He  had 
nothing  to  do  but  just  to  walk  into  an  asylum,  go 
round  it  three  or  four  times,  open  a  cupboard, 
and  take  a  look  at  the  people,  and  he  could  tell 
whether  the  person  in  charge  was  an  administra- 
tor or  not.  He  did  not  mean  to  say  that  he  could 
administer  himself — he  had  never  had  anything 
to  do  with  administration  ;  but  he  could  tell  in  a 
minute  whether  there  was  proper  administration 
or  not :  and  running  through  the  whole  of  the 
reports  of  Dr.  Skae  they  would  find  evidence  of 
capacity  for  administration.  They  would  find  a 
man  who  was  not  sticking  at  trifles — who  was  not 
perpetually  saying,  "  You  must  do  this,"  and 
"  That  is  imperatively  necessary,  and  the  other  is 
essential."  They  found  him  utilizing  the  resources 
at  his  hand  in  a  manner  that  was  most  valuable. 
If  they  were  to  get  their  institutions  into  decent 
order,  they  must  in  the  first  place  treat  such  men 
with  great  consideration  when  they  had  got  them, 
and  in  the  next  place  patiently  look  for  others  of 
a  similar  kind.  He  had  been  led  to  say  much 
more  on  this  subject  than  he  had  intended.  He 
would  like  briefly  to  epitomize  what  he  considered 
material.  In  the  first  place,  he  considered  it 
material  that  there  should  be  more  room  within, 
and  ample  space  around,  the  lunatic  asylums  ;  in 
the  next  place,  that  in  asylums  where  lunatics 
were  at  all  numerous  there  should  be  resident 
experts  ;  and,  in  the  third  place,  that  the  colony 
should  look  for  efficient  administration  on  the 
part  of  those  experts,  and  not  to  the  exercise  of 
their  professional  expertness  alone. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  said  he  was  not  going 
to  allow  the  debate  to  close  without  saying  a  few 
words  on  a  subject  wliich  had  always  been  to  him 
one  of  considerable  interest.  He  entirely  agreed 
with  the  estimate  which  his  honorable  friend  who 
had  spoken  last  had  formed  of  the  capacity  of 
the  present  Inspector  of  Lunatic  Asylums,  Dr. 
Skae;  but  he  thought  that-,  unless  something 
were  immediately  done  to  remedy  the  grievous 
defects   which  he   had  shown  to  exist  in  our 
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adminittration,  that  gentleman  must  himself  soon 
be  classed  with  the  mad  doctors,  and  for  that 
reason  alone  to  which  the  Hon.  Dr.  Grace  had 
referred.  The  strain  which  had  been  put  upon 
him  by  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  the  attention  of 
the  Gtovernment,  by  the  manifest  deficiency  of 
the  machinery  of  which  ho  had  the  control,  and 
by  the  work  which  he  was  obliged  to  perform, 
was  almost  sufficient  to  drive  any  man  out  of 
his  senses,  even  with  that  protection  of  ''  a  wife 
and  six  children,"  which  his  honorable  friend 
seemed  to  think  so  efibctual.  He  (Dr.  Pollen) 
was  quite  sure  that  his  mental  organization  could 
not  stand  such  a  strain  as  Dr.  Skae  had  been  sub- 
jected to  for  a  very  long  time.  It  had  been  pro- 
perly said  that  the  great  want  in  these  asylums 
was  space  ;  and  that  want  could  only  be  supplied 
by  means  of  money — those  votes  which  the  Hon. 
Colonel  Whitmore  mentioned  on  the  previous  day 
as  having  been  so  deficient  in  the  past ;  and  if  the 
Government  which  his  honorable  friend  opposite 
represented  should,  upon  this  occaaion,  fail  in 
getting  these  votes,  there  was  one  quality  in  the 
administration  of  their  predecesfors  which  they 
might  very  well  imitate — that  was,  the  courage  of 
providing  for  great  public  wants  without  the  for- 
mality of  appropriations.  If  there  was  one  point 
of  administration  in  regard  to  which  any  Govern- 
ment would  be  excused  for  travelling  beyond  the 
power  which  Parliament  might  be  disposed  to 
give  them,  it  was  this  particular  one.  He  hoped 
very  strongly  that,  the  attention  of  the  Govern- 
ment having  been  directed,  as  it  would  be  by  this 
discussion,  to  this  very  important  subject,  they 
wmild  not  neglect  their  imperative  duty  to  make 
the  necessary  provision,  as  lar  as  it  could  be  done 
during  this  session,  for  the  wants  of  these  insti- 
tions.  He  need  not  repeat,  what  had  been  said 
before,  that  their  present  condition  was  a  disgrace 
to  the  colony  and  to  our  civilization  in  this  nine- 
teenth century.  He  had  pleasure  in  supporting 
the  motion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON  said  it  had  not  been 
his  intention  to  speak  on  this  subject,  which  was  an 
exceedingly  painful  one ;  but  he  did  not  think 
that  some  remarks  made  in  the  course  of  the 
debate  by  the  Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell  should  be 
allowed  to  pass  unnoticed.  It  had  often  been 
said,  and  frequently  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
himself,  that  there  was  no  party  feeling  in  that 
Council.  Now,  he  would  ask  honorable  gentle- 
men if  a  more  bitter  attack  had  ever  been  made 
upon  any  Government  than  that  made  by  the 
honorable  member  against  the  late  Government. 
As  he  said  before,  this  was  an  exceedingly  pain- 
ful subject,  and  one  that  appealed  at  once  to  the 
sympathies  of  the  entire  Council ;  and  there  was 
no  doubt  that  the  report  of  Dr.  Skae  was  a  very 
painful  document  to  read,  and  that  in  the  past 
great  neglect  had  been  shown  to  these  institu- 
tions, which  were  now  in  a  very  unsatisfactory 
state.  But  it  was  very  unfair  to  throw  the  re- 
sponsibility of  the  present  state  of  things,  and  of 
what  had  happened  in  the  past,  entirely  on  the 
late  Government.  It  was  not  difficult  to  find  a 
cause  for  the  unsatisfactory  condition  in  which 
these  institutions  were.  It  was  well  known  that 
lunatic  asylums,  as  well  as  other  institutions, 


were,  previous  to  Abolition,  under  the  control  and 
carried  on  at  the  expense  of  the  provinces.  Now, 
these  Provincial  Governments  knew  for  a  long 
time  that  their  existence  was  threatened,  and, 
although  he  did  not  go  so  far  as  to  say  they  neg- 
lected these  institutions,  yet  it  was  beyond  doubt 
that  they  did  not  rush  into  any  expenditure  on 
their  account  which  could  possibly  be  avoided. 
Then,  while  Abolition  was  taking  place,  a  sort  of 
hiatus  occurred,  and  ultimately  the  institutions 
were  hand^  over  in  a  very  hod  state,  without 
proper  provision  being  made  for  their  being  car- 
ried on  by  the  General  Government,  and  they 
had  continued  in  a  defective  condition  up  to  the 
present  time.  The  honorable  gentleman  who 
had  just  spoken  had  not  said  much  on  behalf  of 
the  Government  of  which  he  was  a  member.  The 
fact  was,  that  the  Government  had  not  had  an 
opportunity  of  doing  much.  It  carried  on  the 
institutions  as  well  as  it  could,  and  hesitated  to 
embark  upon  any  great  outlay  on  a  department 
which  had  only  recently  come  into  its  hands;  and 
probably  the  same  unsatisfactory  state  of  things 
continued.  But  he  could  say  this :  that,  when  the 
late  Government  came  into  power,  although  they 
could  not  do  everything  at  once  or  perform  a 
miracle,  they  at  any  mte  sent  for  the  best  man 
they  could  find,  and  authorized  him  to  make  a 
strict  investigation  and  to  report  upon  these 
institutions.  The  report  of  that  gentleman  was 
now  before  the  Council,  and  it  disclosed  a  state 
of  things  which  it  was  impossible  could  bo 
allowed  to  continue,  no  matter  what  Government 
was  in  power.  He  thought  that  this  subject  was 
the  most  unhappy  weapon  of  attack  which  could 
have  been  used.  It  was  impossible  for  any  one 
to  read  the  Inspector's  report  without  feeling 
horrified  that  sucn  a  state  of  things  should  exist. 
But,  as  the  Hon.  Dr.  Grace  said,  these  things 
were  exceedingly  difficult  to  deal  with,  and 
reform  was  not  to  be  accomplished  in  a  day. 
The  Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell  animadverted  upon 
the  expenditure  which  had  been  incurred  by 
the  late  Government,  and  said  they  could  afford 
to  spend  money  on  public  works  and  so  on,  but 
had  devoted  nothing  to  this  object.  He  (Mr. 
Wilson)  was  quite  certain  that,  had  the  late 
Government  come  down  to  the  other  House  and 
asked  for  a  large  vot-e  without  showing  in  what 
way  it  was  to  be  expended,  no  one  would  have 
found  greater  fault  with  them  than  the  bonorable 
gentleman  himself.  It  was  not  possible  to  pro- 
pose anything  until  the  Inspector's  report  was 
obtained.  In  Wellington  it  had  not  been  pos- 
sible, up  to  the  present  time,  to  find  a  proper  site 
for  the  asylum,  and  the  patients  had  been  obliged 
to  remain  in  a  building  which  was  utterly  in- 
adequate for  their  accommodation.  The  same 
thing  had  occurred  in  other  places.  It  was  very 
easy  to  find  fault.  The  late  Government,  no 
doubt,  had  committed  faults — he  never  knew  a 
Government  that  had  not — but  he  thought  it 
was  very  hard  that,  having  done,  at  all  events, 
what  they  could,  they  should  be  accused,  he 
might  almost  say,  of  want  of  common  humanity  in 
having  allowed  these  asylums  to  continue  in  the 
state  in  which  they  were.  It  was  unfair  to  cast 
that  imputation  upon  them,  and  the  Hon.  Sir  F. 
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Billon  Bell  went  a  great  deal  too  far  in  alleging 
that  the  late  GoTernment  had  treated  these  insti- 
tutions with  neglect.  He  observed  that  the  Hon. 
Colonel  Whitmore  intended  to  move  for  a  return 
ehoning  what  had  been  done,  and  when  these 
returns  were  produced  he  thought  it  would  b« 
seen  that,  although  the  late  Government  could 
not  do  a  great  deal,  thej  did  all  that  was  posi»ible 
under  the  cironm^tances. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  thought  it  was 
verjr  desirable  that  a  subject  of  this  importance, 
and  baring  attached  to  it  the  special  interest  that 
belonged  to  this  particular  question,  should  not 
be  considered  at  all  upon  a  party  ground,  and  for 
this  reason  he  had  heard  with  regret  party 
allusions  introduced  into  the  debate.  It  would 
be  a  sad  thing  indeed  if  the  condition  of  the  dis- 
tressed portion  of  their  fellow- creatures  whose 
case  was  brought  before  them  in  the  paper  which 
was  now  under  consideration  should  be  at  all 
influenced  by  party  action  or  by  party  feeling. 
But  he  was  astonished  that  his  honorable  friend 
Mr.  Wilson  sliould  allow  any  party  feeling  what- 
ever to  influence  him  in  the  btutements  he  had 
just  made,  and  assert,  on  behalf  of  the  Govern- 
ment with  which  ho  had  been  connected,  a  degree 
of  credit  which  did  not  attach  to  them.  He  had 
stated  that  Dr.  Skao  was  appointed  by  the  late 
Government.  The  honorable  gentleman  was 
labouring  under  a  great  misapprehension  on  that 
point. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  hoped  the 
honorable  gentleman  would  excuse  him  for  cor- 
recting him.  He  must  have  misunderstood  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Wilson,  who  only  said  that  I)r.  Sitae 
had  been  sent  for  by  the  late  Government  to 
report ;  and  so  he  was. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  said  that  Dr. 
Skae  was  appointed  in  consequence,  he  believed, 
of  action  taken  by  the  provincial  authorities  them- 
selves, who  were  anxious  that  there  should  be  a 
general  superintendence  of  the  asylums  in  the 
colony. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON  thought  the  honor- 
able gentleman  would  find  that  Dr.  Skae  was 
appointed  by  the  General  Government. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  said  that  the 
appointment  was  made  in  July,  1876;  and,  when 
the  honorable  gentleman  took  credit  to  the  late 
Government  for  having  appointed  Dr.  Skae,  the 
very  date  of  his  appointment  carried  with  it  a 
refutation  of  the  statement  made  by  the  honor- 
able gentleman.  He  could  not  even  tacitly  give 
his  assent  to  the  view  expressed  by  tlie  Hon.  Dr. 
Pollen.  He  would  never  be  a  party  to  recom- 
mending We  Government,  whatever  Government 
might  be  in  office,  to  do  an  action  that  he  believed 
to  be  illegal ;  and  he  hoped  that  the  advice  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  would  not  bo  followed, 
although  he  agreed  that  there  would  be  a  greater 
excuse  were  it  followed  in  giving  effect  to  the 
relief  of  lunatics  than  had  been  the  case  where 
the  law  hod  been  violated  in  other  instances. 
But  he  hoped  the  Government  would  take  a 
decided  stand  in  this  matter;  that  they  would 
bring  forward  a  motion  for  the  granting  of  such 
relief  as  was  absolutely  necessary  to  put  these 
institutions  upon  a  proper  footing,  and  that  they 
Son,  Mr,  Wilton 


would  not  lightly  allow  themselves  to  be  defeated. 
It  was  a  position  on  which  they  might  with  great 
credit  to  themselves,  and  with  great  advantage  to 
the  suffering  community  affected  by  their  action, 
take  a  decided  stand  and  say,  "We  require,  on 
behalf  of  the$e  unfortunate  lunatics,  a  certain 
amount  of  relief,  and  we  in!*ist  upon  that  relief 
being  granted.  We  *take  our  Ministerial  exis- 
tence upon  our  being  able  to  obtain  an  amount  of 
pecuniary  assi«tance  that  in  our  opinion  is  requi- 
site." That  would  be  a  worthy  and  charitable 
stand  to  take,  and  he  hoped  that  stand  would  yet 
be  taken  by  the  Government.  It  was  not  hit 
intention  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  Council  with 
any  remarks  on  the  subject.  It  had  been  very 
exhaustively  debjited,  and  he  believed  great  ad- 
vantages would  result  from  the  debate  which  had 
been  initiated  by  his  honorable  friend  Captain 
Eraser,  to  whom  they  were  so  much  indebted  for 
bringing  this  subject  forward  in  the  very  able 
manner  in  which  it  had  been  brought  forward. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  BRETT  roi»e  to  express  his 
admiration  of  the  piiilanthropic  efforts  of  his 
honorable  and  gallant  friend  to  alleviate  one  of 
the  greatest  maladies  that  afflicted  the  human 
race.  He  quite  agreed  in  the  desirability  of  the 
lunatic  asylums  of  the  colony  being  conducted, 
OS  was  the  case  in  England,  under  medical  men. 
When  in  Great  Britain  a  few  years  ago  he  visited 
moAt  of  the  lunatic  asylums  there,  and  could  bear 
testimony  to  the  advantages  of  this  system.  He 
had  found  the  medical  superintendents  to  be  a 
highly  intelligent  class,  and  they  kept  the  insti- 
tutions under  their  control  in  the  highest  state  of 
efficiency.  He  considered  that  medical  experts 
for  our  lunatic  asylums  ought  to  be  obtained  from 
England.  In  this  respeci  he  raw  no  difference 
between  Australia  and  this  colony.  No  doubt 
there  were  as  many  intelligent  and  capable  ex- 
perts in  New  Zealand  as  there  were  in  atiy  of 
the  Ausi:;?lian  Colonies.  They  were  all  pei-fectly 
aware  that  there  were  hundreds  of  experts  in 
England  who  would  be  only  too  glad  of  un  oppor- 
tunity to  come  to  this  colony  for  the  incomes 
they  would  be  likely  to  receive.  One  object  he 
had  in  rising  was  to  mention  an  instance  which 
had  come  under  his  notice  of  the  necessity  for 
the  employment  of  medical  men  in  our  asylums. 
The  circumstances  of  the  case  were  these :  In  a 
certain  city  with  which  he  was  acquainted,  an  un- 
fortunate gentleman,  who  was  a  rather  celebrated 
photographer,  was  in  the  habit  of  drinking  very 
hard,  and  had  occasional  attacks  of  delirium  ire- 
mens.  In  one  of  these  attacks  this  unfortunate 
gentleman — he  was  an  intelligent  man,  and  much 
respected  in  the  town  in  which  he  lived — rushed 
to  the  lunatic  asylum  and  said,  "  For  God's  fake 
take  me  in.  I  am  going  to  destroy  myself.  Save 
me  from  committing  this  lash  act.  I  have  a  large 
family,  and  I  entreat  and  beseech  you  to  receive 
me."  A  deaf  ear  was  turned  to  his  appeal,  and 
the  door  was  shut  against  him.  He  rushed  home, 
took  some  poison,  and  in  a  few  minutes  was  a 
dead  man.  Now,  if  a  medical  man  had  been  in 
charge  of  that  hospital  he  would  have  known, 
from  the  man's  eyes,  his  tone  of  voice,  and  his 
manner,  that  he  was  insane  and  in  a  dangerous 
state.    It  was  quite  true  that  it  was  necessary  for 
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two  Josticee  of  the  Peace,  a  Judge,  or  a  8it4ing 
magidtrate  to  sign  an  order  before  a  lunatic  could 
be  confined ;  but  surely  in  this  case  the  officer  of 
the  institution  might  have  taken  the  unfortunate 
man  into  his  sitting-room,  and  bj  kind  treatment 
might  have  induced  him  to  remain  whilst  he  sent 
a  messenger  to  his  family  to  acquaint  them  with 
the  circumstances.  Such  a  thing  never  would 
hare  happened  had  a  medical  man  been  there. 
He  (Colonel  Brett)  could  himself  hare  told  j 
by  the  man's  face  that  he  required  to  be  put 
under  restraint;  and  yet  this  officer,  who  was  ' 
supposed  to  be  an  expert,  and  who  had  been  j 
in  charge  of  the  asylum  for  the  last  fifteen  or  j 
twenty  yeai-s,  allowed  him  to  go  away.  The  ' 
man's  death  was  on  that  officer's  head,  and  on 
the  heads  of  the  officials  of  the  prorince  to  which 
he  belonged.  He  (Colonel  Brett)  called  upon 
the  deceased  man's  family,  and  begged  them  to 
allow  him  to  bring  the  case  before  the  House, 
but,  from  delicacy,  they  declined  to  consent,  not 
wishing  to  have  their  names  mentioned.  There 
was  no  use  in  his  giving  the  name  of  the  gentle- 
man who  had  met  with  this  sad  fate,  and  he 
would  rather  not  mention  even  the  province  in 
which  the  melancholy  event  occurred ;  but  the 
facts  he  had  stated  were  positively  true.  He 
therefore  considered  that  it  was  imperatively 
necessary  to  procure  medical  men,  not  from  New 
Zealand  or  any  of  the  sister  colonies,  but  from 
England. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WOOD  said  he  was  not  going 
to  address  the  Council  on  this  question  at  pre- 
sent— the  hour  for  proceeding  to  the  Orders  of 
the  day  had  nearly  arrived  ;  but,  seeing  that  cer- 
tain papers  had  been  moved  for  by  the  Hon. 
Colonel  Whitmore,  he  thought  it  was  very  do- 
sii-able  that  the  debate  should  be  adjounied,  in 
order  that  before  its  conclusion  honorable  gentle- 
men might  have  the  advantage  of  the.  informa- 
tion which  those  papers  would  contain.  He 
would  therefore  move,  That  the  debate  be  ad- 
journed. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE,  before  the 
question  was  put,  would  at  once  say  that  he 
thought  it  would  be  only  ordinary  fair-play  to  a 
Q-overnment  or  to  an  individual  under  accusation 
that  the  motion  for  adjournment  should  bo  ac- 
ceded to,  and  for  this  reason  :  When  the  honor- 
able gentleman  to  whom  they  were  under  an 
obligation  for  brinj^ing  this  matter  forword  intro- 
duced his  motion,  he  did  not  hold  out  any  party 
flag — and  he  (Colonel  Whitmore)  entirely  repu- 
diated this  euphemism  of  there  being  no  party 
in  the  Council,  and  would  show  presently  that 
there  was.  When  the  motion  was  further  spoken 
to  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Buckley 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  hoped  the  honorable 
g^entleman  would  confine  his  remarks  to  the  ques- 
tion of  adjournment. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  claimed  that 
he  was  strictly  in  order  in  the  remarks  he  was 
making,  because  he  wished  to  show  that  they 
bad  travelled  in  the  debate  out  of  the  record  of 
the  motion,  and  therefore  should  have  further 
information  in  their  possession  before  making  a 
purely  political  motion  out  of  what  was  intended 
>B  a  purely  social  and  administrative  one.   There- 


fore he  said  that,  as  a  consequence  of  the  white- 
heat  political  speech  of  the  Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon 
Bell 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  the  honorable 
gentleman  was  quite  out  of  order. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  said  political 
matter  had  been  imported  into  this  debate,  and 
blame  had  been  imputed  to  the  General  Gt)Tern- 
ment  of  the  colony — both  to  the  Government  of 
which  he  was  a  member,  and  to  that  to  which  the 
Hon.  Dr.  Pollen  belonged — and  he  thought  that 
honorable  gentlemen  should  be  in  the  possession 
of  the  information  he  had  asked  for  before  mak- 
ing up  their  minds  on  this  matter,  which  they 
were  invited  to  do  by  the  amendment  of  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Buckley ;  and  he  regretted  that,  as  usually 
happened,  his  honorable  mends  rose  when  he  had 
no  opportunity  of  rebutting  them.  Had  they  not 
done  so,  he  thought,  perhaps,  that  the  saddle 
might  have  been  put  upon  the  proper  horse  in 
this  matter.  He  had,  unfortunately,  no  oppor- 
tunity of  answering  them,  and  was  debarred  by 
the  Hon.  the  Speaker  from  making  any  reply. 
He  bowed  to  the  ruling  of  the  Chair,  but  as  they 
had  travelled  out  of  the  record,  and  gone  into  the 
purely  political  aapect  of  this  question,  it  was 
only  fair-play  that  they  should  have  the  papers 
he  had  moved  for  under  consideration  before 
coming  to  a  decision  upon  the  amendment  of  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Buckley,  as  translated  by  the  speeches 
they  had  heard  in  the  Council.  The  motion 
for  adjournment  was  a  fair  one.  It  was  not 
simply  a  question  about  accommodation  for  the 
lunatics ;  it  was  now  a  question  of  censure  upon 
thelat^  Government.— (No.) — Honorable  gentle- 
men would  allow  him  to  say  that  it  had  been 
a  most  distinct  vote  of  censure  for  neglect  of 
the  lunatic  asylums  during  the  last  two  years, 
and 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  the  honorable 
gentleman  was  again  out  of  order. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  regretted 
that  he  was  unable  in  this  way  to  do  iustice  to 
himself,  but  he  would  at  least  support  the  motion 
for  adjournment,  for  the  roasons  which  he  had 
been  able  to  some  extent  to  explain. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  thought  tlie  honor- 
able and  gallant  gentleman  was  under  a  complete 
misapprehension  as  to  the  adoption  of  this  reso- 
lution having  anything  whatever  to  do  with 
charges  against  the  late  Government. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  hoped  the  honorable 
gentleman  would  not  pursue  that  argument. 

Adjournment  of  debate  negatived. 

The  Hon.  Captain  ERASER  said  he  should  be 
happy  to  accept  the  amendment  of  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Buckley,  because  he  quite  recognized  that  it  was 
a  practical  step  in  tlie  right  direction.  He  alto- 
gether deprecated  introducing  party  feeling  in 
the  matter,  and  had  been  particularly  careful  so 
to  word  his  motion  and  so  to  speak  to  it  that 
political  feeling  might  be  avoided.  He  was 
glad  indeed  to  find  that  the  Council  had  re- 
sponded so  nobly  to  the  cry  which  had  come 
up  to  it  from  suffering  humanity,  and  he  was 
perfectly  satisfied  that  ihe  motion  wpuld  not  be 
barren  in  its  results.  Some  one  had  said  that  the 
late  Gbvemment  did  all  it  could }  but  there  was 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


Iktereolonial 


[COUNCIL.]  Probate  Bill  [Oct.  81 


one  step  which  had  not  been  taken,  but  which 
could  be  taken  at  once,  which  he  would  take  were 
he  Premier,  and  which  he  hoped  the  Attornej- 
G-eneral  would  take.  The  female  ward  of  the 
Wellington  Asylum  was  in  an  exceedingly 
dangerous  state  —  murder  might  be  committed 
there  any  day  or  any  hour.  Yet  the  Attorney- 
General  could  remedy  that  state  of  things  in 
twenty-four  hours.  In  the  Ministerial  residence 
in  Molesworth  Street  there  was  ample  accom- 
modation for  twenty  female  patients,  and,  if  the 
G-ovemment  would  only  remove  them  there,  they 
would  at  once  get  rid  of  the  excess  at  the  Asy- 
lum. He  had  visited  the  building  that  morning, 
and  therefore  he  knew  that  it  was  suitable.  It 
was  safely  enclosed  j  there  was  a  spacious  yard 
belonging  to  it,  and,  in  fact,  every  convenience 
which  could  be  expected  to  meet  an  emergency. 
There  was  no  reason  why  this  step  should  not  be 
taken.  It  would  be  a  great  relief  to  the  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Asylum,  who  was  really  struggling 
against  great  difficulties,  and  who  had  already  told 
the  Government  that  he  would  not  be  respon- 
sible were  a  murder  to  take  place.  If  a  murder 
were  to  take  place,  he  (Captain  Eraser)  would 
hold  the  Government  responsible  for  it,  because 
there  was  no  reason  why  all  danger  could  not  be 
removed  in  twenty-four  hours.  It  had  been  said 
that  the  Provincial  Councils  were  not  to  blame 
for  the  bad  condition  of  the  lunatic  asylums.  It 
was  forty-seven  years  since  he  (Captain  Fraser) 
visited  a  madhouse  in  Egypt,  where  human 
beings  were  treated  like  savage  animals.  The 
Provincial  Asylum  at  Karori  was  at  one  time  fast 
nearing  the  Egyptian  standard.  Again,  the  Hon. 
Dr.  Grace,  who  visited  the  Dunedin  Asylum  in 
the  palmy  days  of  the  Provincial  Government, 
had  spoken  of  the  depressed  condition  and  down- 
cast looks  of  the  unhappy  lunatics;  but  what 
would  he  say  if  he  were  to  visit  the  Dunedin 
Asylum  now  ?  It  had  been  a  great  pleasure  to 
him  to  find  that  his  motion  met  with  such  unani- 
mous approval,  and  he  was  sure  it  would  have 
the  efiect  of  ameliorating  the  condition  of  these 
unfortunate  people,  who  had  had  no  one  to  take 
up  their  cause.  He  (Captain  Fraser)  was  the 
only  person  who  had  dared  to  draw  this  skeleton 
out  of  the  closet :  and  he  bad  done  it,  no  doubt, 
to  the  great  annoyance  of  many  people.  But  he 
had  had  a  duty  to  perform  to  humanity,  and  he 
did  it;  but  this  might  be  the  last  opportunity  of 
speaking  in  favour  of  these  unfortunate  persons, 
and  he  hoped  the  debate  and  motion  would  do 
good. 

Motion,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

INTERCOLONIAL  PROBATE  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER,  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  a  measure  similar 
in  character  had  been  passed  by  the  Legislature 
of  Tasmania,  and  the  Colonial  Secretary  of  that 
colony  had  comhiunicated  with  the  Colonial 
Secretaries  of  New  Zealand  and  other  colonies, 
asking  them  to  introduce  similar  measures  into 
their  Legislatures.  In  consequence  of  that  re- 
quest this  Bill  had  been  introduced  by  the  Go- 
vernment. The  Council  would  know  that  when 
a  person  died  in  any  of  the  colonies,  and  pro- 
Eon,  Captain  Fratsr 


'  bate  or  administration  had  been  granted  in  the 

colony  in  which  he  died,  and  it  vras  desired  to 
'  make  that  probate  available  in  another  oolonj, 
!  it  was  necessary,  under  the  present  law,  to  go 

through  much  the  same  prooess  and  expense 
'  again.    The  object  of  this  Sill  was  Tery  simple. 

Whenever  probate  and  letters  of  administration 
I  "granted  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  any  of  the 
\  other  Australasian  colonies  shall  be  produced  to 

and  a  copy  thereof  deposited  with  the  Registrar  of 
'  the  Supreme  Court  of  New  2iealand,  Buoh  probate 
I  or  letters  of  administration  shall  be  sealed  with 
I  the  seal  of  the  last-mentioned  Court,  and  shall 
<  have  the  like  force  and  effect  and  have  the  same 

operation  in  New  Zealand."  The  proceedings 
I  were  to  have  the  same  effect  as  if  commenced  in 
I  New  Zealand ;  the  purpose  being  to  save  expense 

to  the  estates  of  deceased  persons,  and  to  Militate 
I  the  dealing  with  estates  of  deceased  persons. 
i  "  Australian  Colonies,"  according  to  the  Tasma- 

nian  Act,  meant  the  Colonies  of  New  South  Wales, 
!  Victoria,  South    Australia,   Western    Australia, 

Queensland,  Tasmania,  and  New  Zealand;  but 
I  in  this  Bill  was  included  Fiji,  because  that  colonj 
I  was  more  closely  connected  with  New  Zealand 
,  than  were  most  of  the  other  colonies.    A  similar 

Bill  had  been  sent  to  the  other  colonies,  and  he 

believed  was  being  introduced  into  the  respective 

Legislatures.     He  moved  that  the  Bill  be  read  a 

second  time. 
Debate  adjourned. 
The  Council  adjourned  at  a  quarter-past  four 

o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  dlst  Octoherf  1879. 


First  Readiags  — Second  Readinff— Third  Beadine— Tea 
and  SugarDuties— Railway  Tariff— Timara  Kailwaj 
Works— Westland  Waste  Lands— Higher  Bdacafcion — 
Manawatu  Resident  Magistrate  —  Agent-Oeneral  — 
Courts— Elections,  1876-76— Rabbit  Nuisance  —  Late 
Elections  —  Qualification  of  Electors  Bill  —  Registra- 
tion of  Electors  Bill— Regulation  of  Elections  Bill- 
Corrupt  Practices  Prevention  Bill  — Election  Peti- 
tions Bill — ^Triennial  Parliaments  Bill. 


Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

Pbayebs. 

FIRST  READINaS. 
Miners'   Bights    Fees    Reduction  Bill,  Land 
Claims  Arbitration  Bill. 

SECOND  READING. 
Electoral  Acts  Repeal  Bill. 

THIRD  READING. 
Church  Property  Trust  (Canterbury)  Bill. 

TEA  AND  SUGAR  DUTIES. 
Mr.  PYKE  a? ked  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  If 
ho  will  state  to  this  House  the  amount  of  loss  to 
the  rerenuo  resulting  from  the  reduction  of  the 
tea  and  sugar  duties,  during  the  period  of  nine 
months  extending  from  the  1st  of  January  to 
the  80th  of  September,  1879  ? 
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Mr.  HALL,  in  the  absence  of  the  Colonial 
Treasurer,  bagged  to  state  that  the  loss  which 
had  been  incorred  daring  the  nine  months  on 
tea  anaoanted  to  £24,116,  and  on  sugar  to 
£60,970;  being  a  toUl  loss  of  £85,086.  Those 
figures  represented  a  loss  of  2d.  a  pound  on 
tea  and  id.  a  pound  on  sugar  during  the  nine 
months. 

RAILWAY  TARIFF. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  Whether  the  Government  intend 
to  make  any  alteration  in  the  railway  tariff  this 
season;  and,  if  so,  when  such  alteration  will 
come  into  operation?  It  was  generally  under- 
stood by  those  interested  in  the  carriage  of  pro- 
duce that  the  Government  intended  to  make  a 
considerable  change  in  the  tariff  this  season. 
The  season  of  the  year  had  arrired  when  those 
interested  in  this  particular  direction  had  to 
make  their  arrangements  for  the  carriage  and 
shipping  of  produce,  and  the  nature  of  these  ar- 
rangements depended  upon  what  alterations  the 
Government  might  be  prepared  to  make. 

Mr.  OLIVER  replied  that  a  conference  of  rail- 
way managers  was  held  last  month,  and  they 
made  several  recommendations,  all  in  the  direc- 
tion of  lessening  the  rates.  These  recommenda- 
tions were  now  under  consideration,  and  in  a 
few  days  he  hoped  they  would  be  adopted  and 
gazetted. 

TIMARU  RAILWAY  WORKS. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  Whether  the  Gt>vemment  have 
received  any  report  from  the  Colonial  Marine 
Engineer,  or  the  Commissioner  of  Railways  for 
the  Middle  Island,  on  the  subject  of  the  damage 
to  the  railway  works  immediately  to  the  north  of 
Timaru  ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  will  state  out  of 
what  funds  it  is  proposed  to  pay  for  the  necessary 
protective  works  to  insure  the  present  and  future 
safety  of  the  railway  ?  It  was  hardly  necessary 
for  him  to  give  any  explanation  why  he  put  this 
question  on  the  Paper,  because  he  thought  that 
probably  the  answer  he  would  get  would  be  of 
such  a  nature  that  he  should  feel  it  his  duty  to 
bring  the  matter  before  the  House  in  another 
shape. 

Mr.  OLIVER  replied  that  a  report  had  been 
received  on  this  matter  from  the  Marine  Engi- 
neer. It  seemed  that  the  railway  works  north  of 
the  breakwater  had  suffered  great  damage,  pro- 
bably from  the  fact  that  the  breakwater  had  been 
constructed.  Certain  expenses  had  been  incurred, 
and  these  would  be  charged  to  the  railway  con- 
struction account.  Possibly,  in  the  end,  the  Go- 
vernment might  have  a  claim  against  the  Timaru 
Harbour  BoMrd.  , 

WESTLAND  WASTE  LANDS. 
Mr.  GISBORNE  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
Whether  the  Waste  Lands  Board  of  Westland 
has  declared,  or  is  about  to  declare,  any  blocks  of 
land  open  for  selection  on  the  homestaMl  system 
on  the  conditions  specified  in  the  land  regulations 
of  the  District  of  Westland ;  and,  if  so,  where  the 
blocks  are  situated  ?  If  no  such  declaration  has 
been,  or  is  about  to  be  made,  will  the  GK>Temment 
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impress  on  the  Waste  Lands  Board  of  Westland 
the  importance  of  such  blocks  being  set  apart  as 
soon  as  possible  ?  He  believed,  if  this  were  done, 
it  would  have  the  effect  of  promoting  the  settle- 
ment  of  the  land  very  much.  He  wanted  to 
know  what  steps  had  been  taken  to  give  effect  to 
the  matter. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  might  say  that  the  Waste 
Lands  Board  of  Westland  did  make  a  recom- 
mendation with  regard  to  a  certain  block  of 
land  ;  but  it  turned  out  to  be  impossible  to  give 
effect  to  that  recommendation,  because  it  was 
subject  to  the  terms  of  the  Westland  Loan  Act. 
He  did  not  know  what  the  intention  of  the  Board 
might  be,  but  he  believed  they  had  in  contempU^ 
tion  a  further  recommendation. 

HIGHER  EDUCATION. 

Mr.  GISBORNE  asked  the  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion,— (1.)  Whether  the  Government  will  intro- 
duce, this  session,  aBill,  as  requested  by  the  Senate 
of  the  University  of  New  Zealand,  with  the  object 
of  securing,  for  the  purpose  of  higher  education 
in  the  Provincial  District  of  Wellington,  the 
4  000  acres  required  by  **  The  University  Reserves 
Act,  1875,"  to  be  set  apart  for  that  purpose  ?  (2.) 
Whether  they  will  introduce,  this  session,  a  Bill,  as 
requested  by  the  Senate  of  the  University  of  New 
Z^and,  to  vest  in  trustees  the  lands  reserved 
for  promoting  higher  education  in  the  provincial 
districts  in  which  they  are  situated,  and  to  enable 
such  lands  to  be  administered  for  the  purposet 
for  which  they  are  reserved  ?  (8.)  Whether  the 
Government  reoogniie  that  an  equivalent  endow- 
ment should  be  given  for  the  purpose  of  higher 
education  in  the  Provincial  District  of  Auckland, 
in  place  of  the  reserve  of  20,000  acres  set  apart 
in  the  Parish  of  Tahawai,  in  the  District  of  Tau- 
n^g&»  by  the  Resident  Minister  at  Auckland 
about  June,  1869,  and  afterwards  appropriated  by 
the  Government  for  another  purpose  ? 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  he  stated  on  a  previoni 
occasion  that  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  Gto» 
vemment  to  introduce  legislation  with  regard  to 
the  University  during  the  present  session.  With 
regard  to  the  4,000  acres  that  were  set  aside  in 
the  Provincial  District  of  Wellington,  steps  were 
being  taken  which  would  practically  secure  it, 
pending  legislation,  for  the  purposes  of  higher 
education.  As  to  the  second  question,  he  nad 
already  answered  it.  He  was  advised  that  there 
was  already  provision  in  reference  to  that  which 
rendered  it  unnecessary  to  legislate  on  that  parti- 
cular point.  With  regard  to  the  last  question, 
he  thought  the  facts  were  known  to  be  these : 
that  practically  a  very  much  larger  area  was 
reserved  than  was  origmally  sanctioned  by  Act, 
though  this  particular  block  of  20,000  acres  was 
not  set  apart. 

MANAWATU  RESIDENT  MAGISTRATE. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  asked  the  Gt>vemment,  If 
they  will  appoint  a  Resident  Magistrate  for  the 
Manawatu  County?  His  question  affected  two 
counties — Rangitikei  and  Manawatu — and  he  had 
been  asked  to  represent  that  the  district  was  so 
large  that  it  reqiured  the  undivided  attention  of 
one  Magiftrate. 
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Mr.  ROLLESTON  aaid  that  up  to  the  present 
time  the  GoTernroent  had  had  do  representation 
from  the  Resident  Magistrate  or  the  residents, 
except  the  communication  that  had  been  made 
to  him  on  the  subject  bj  the  honorable  member. 
The  QoTernment  would  consider  the  question, 
and  he  would  be  glad  to  let  the  honorable  mem- 
ber know,  after  further  inquiry,  what  steps  the 
Gh>yemment  would  take. 

AGENT-GENERAL. 

Mr.  GISBORNB  asked  the  Premier,  Whether 
the  GoTemment  agree  in  the  recorded  opinion  of 
the  late  Government,  that  the  Agent-General  of 
the  colony  should  not  be  a  candidate  for  a  seat  in 
the  British  House  of  Commons  ?  Also,  whether 
the  GoTemment  will  give  effect  to  the  decision  of 
the  late  Gbyemment,  that  the  Agent-General  of 
the  colony  should  not  also  be  a  director  of  the 
New  Zealand  Agricultural  Company  ? 

Mr.  HALL  said  that,  with  a  view  of  clearly 
informing  the  House  how  the  matter  stood,  he 
would  r^  the  last  two  telegrams  which  had 
passed  between  the  late  Goremment  and  Sir 
Julius  Yogel.  He  was  not  sure  whether  the  last 
one  from  Sir  Julius  Vogel  did  not  arrive  after 
the  pl^sent  Government  had  taken  office.  On 
the  20th  September  the  late  Government  tele- 
graphed,*— 

"  Vogel,  London. 

"Government  considered  letter  June  17th. 
Still  holds  former  opinion.  Kow  requests  you  re- 
sign office  Director  Agricultural  Company  at  once. 
S^ply  Yes  or  No  by  telegram.  Government  can- 
not allow  Agent-General  take  any  part  in  politics 
at  Home,  or  in  private  business. 

"  Gbey." 

The    reply    was   imperfectly    telegraphed,  — 
"  knew,"  or  "  were  aware,"  bemg  omitted.      He 
would  read  it  as  it  was  received : — 
"  Premier,  New  Zealand. 

"Borne  members  Government  I  was  assisting 
organize  Company ;  and  I  find  shareholders  would 
not  think  it  fair  me  to  resign  for  some  time  to 
oome.  "YooEL. 

"  London,  8th." 

With  regard  to  Sir  Julius  Vogel  being  in  Par- 
liament, the  present  Government  concurred  in 
the  opinion  of  their  predecessors  that  that  would 
not  be  expedient.  The  Gt>vemment  also  agreed 
as  to  the  inexpediency  of  the  Agent-General 
being  connected,  as  a  director,  with  the  Agricul- 
tural Company ;  but,  looking  to  the  fact  stated 
by  him,  tnat  some  members  of  the  late  Govern- 
ment were  aware  of  hid  assisting  in  organizing 
the  Company,  they  thought  it  only  right  that  a 
reasonable  time  should  be  given  him  to  withdraw ; 
and  they  would  communicate  with  Sir  Julius 
Vogel  in  that  sense. 

Sir  G.  GREY.  — May  I  ask  the  honorable 
gentleman  to  state  what  members  of  the  late 
Government  were  aware  that  Sir  Julius  Vogel 
was  assisting  in  organizing  the  Company  ? 

Mr.  HALL. — The  only  information  we  have 
is  that  conveyed  in  the  telegram  from  Sir  Julius 
Vogel. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— Would  the  honorable  gentle- 
man make  inquiry,  to  ascertain  it  ? 
Mr.  Johmion 


Mr.  HALL.  —  Certainly  :  or  the  honorable 
gentleman  could  ascertain  it  from  his  colleagues. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.  —  Make  the  inquiry 
from  Sir  Julius  Vogel,  as  to  the  members  of  the 
late  Ministry  he  refers  to. 

Mr.  HALL.— It  would  cost  £20. 

Mr.  MONTGOiiERY.— It  is  worth  £20. 

COURTS. 

Mr.  HISLOP  asked  the  Government,  Whe- 
ther, during  the  recess,  they  will  cause  a  Bill  to 
be  prepared  consolidating  and  amending  the  law 
relating  to  Resident  Magistrates'  Courts,  Distariot 
Courts,  and  Supreme  Courts,  with  a  view  of 
simplifying  the  same,  and  with  a  view  especially 
of  rendering  less  expensive  the  trial  of  cases  at 
present  only  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  ?  During  the  session  of  1878  there 
was  introduced  into  t^t  House  a  Local  Judica- 
ture Bill,  by  the  late  Attorney- General.  He  was 
anxious  to  know  whether  tlie  Government  in- 
tended to  introduce  a  Bill  of  a  similar  kind  this 
session,  dealing  with  the  whole  question  of  judi- 
cature. 

Mr.  HALL  said  the  subject  was  a  very  larse 
and  important  one,  and  the  Government  could 
not  say  more  at  present  than  that  they  would 
carefully  consider  it  during  the  recess. 

ELECTIONS,  1876-76. 

Mr.  HISLOP  asked  the  Gt)vemment,  Whe- 
ther, during  the  general  elections  of  1875-76, 
or  shortly  thereafter,  the  then  Ministry,  or  any 
member  thereof,  sent,  as  public  telegrams,  tele- 
grams on  electioneering  subjects,  or  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  advisability  or  otherwise  of  any  de- 
feated candidates  petitioning  against  the  return 
of  any  members ;  and,  if  so,  whether  they  will 
lay  copies  of  such  telegrams  before  this  Blouse  ? 
Also,  whether  the  Gk>vemment,  or  any  member 
thereof,  at  that  time  obtained  the  opinion  of  Law 
Officers  on  the  legality  or  otherwise  of  the  return 
of  any  member,  and  communicated  such  opinion 
to  any  defeated  candidate  ?  He  was  moved  to 
put  this  question  on  account  of  a  question  of 
which  notice  was  given  and  postponed  from  yes- 
terday, with  regard  to  telegrams  which  were  sup- 
posed to  have  lately  passed  between  the  Gt)vem- 
ment  and  certain  of  their  supporters ;  and  also 
on  account  of  the  knowledge  he  had  of  certain 
transactions  of  a  similar  nature  which  took  place 
in  1875  and  1876. 

Mr.  HALL  said  the  honorable  gentleman's 
question  was  two-fold.  With  regard  to  tele- 
grams on  electioneering  subjects  sent  at  the  pub- 
lic expense,  the  Government  held  that  any  docu- 
ments of  that  kind  in  the  office  were  public 
property,  and  certajnly  ought  to  be  communi- 
cated to  the  House,  if  desired ;  but,  as  telegrams 
were  not  kept  for  more  than  two  years,  they 
would  have  been  destroyed  after  the  lapse  of  that 
time.  For  the  other  documents  search  would  be 
made,  and,  if  there  were  any  of  the  kind  in  exist- 
ence, they  would  be  produced. 

RABBIT  NUISANCE. 
Captain  RUSSELL  asked  the  Government,  If 
they  will  take  into  consideration  the  advisability 
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of  granting  special  facilities  to  trustees  of  rabbit 
districts  to  obtain  powder  free  of  duty,  and  in 
larger  quantities  than  can  be  obtained  under  tbe 
present  regulations  ? 

Mr.  HALL  said  it  would  be  impossible  to  make 
any  efficient  regulations  for  relieving  from  dutj 
gunpowder  used  for  the  destruction  of  rabbits. 
The  total  amount  of  dutj  on  gunpowder  collected 
last  year  was  only  £1,700.  With  regard  to  the 
sale  of  larger  quantities,  the  honorable  gentleman 
was  probably  not  aware  that  under  the  existing 
regulations  a  quantity  of  ammunition  not  exceed- 
ing 25  lb.,  with  corresponding  quantities  of  shot 
and  caps,  could  be  issued  when  the  officers  were 
satisfied  that  such  ammunition  was  required  for 
the  destruction  of  rabbits.  Probably  that  amount 
would  satisfy  the  honorable  gentleman. 

LATE  ELECTIONS. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  asked  the  Commissioner  of 
Telegraphs,  Whether  the  late  Ministry  had  sent 
telegrams  on  electioneering  subjects  as  public 
telegrams ;  and,  if  so,  whether  the  GoTcmment 
will  lay  copies  of  such  telegrams  before  this 
House? 

Mr.  HALL  had  already  stated  that  the  Goyern- 
ment  recognized  the  principle  that  telegrams  sent 
as  GoTemment  telegrams  were  public  property. 
In  this  case,  he  was  informed  that  free  telegrams 
with  reference  to  the  late  elections  were  sent  by 
members  of  the  late  Ministry :  he  had  not  seen 
those  telegrams.  But  the  Government  also  recog- 
nized that  there  might  be  cases  in  which  it  would 
be  prejudicial  to  tbe  public  seryice  to  produce 
pubUc  papers.  The  Government  would  examine 
the  telegrams  in  question,  and,  if  it  were  found 
that  it  would  be  prejudicial  to  the  public  service 
to  produce  them,  they  would  ask  the  House  not 
to  insist  upon  their  production ;  but,  if  not,  the 
honorable  gentleman's  request  would  be  complied 
with. 

QUALIFICATION  OP  ELECTORS  BILL. 
Mr.  HALL. — I  explained  the  principles  of  this 
Bill  very  fully  in  moving  for  leave  to  introduce  it. 
I  shall  therefore  trouble  the  House  with  but  few 
remarks  on  this  occasion.  The  Bill  proposes  to 
abolish  the  existing  qualification  of  a  £50  free- 
hold, the  leasehold,  the  household,  the  lodgers', 
and  the  ratepayers'  franchise — which  qualifications 
constituted  a  not  illiberal  franchise ;  and  it  will 
simplify  the  subject  by  providing  that  every  man 
who  has  resided  twelve  months  in  the  colony 
and  six  months  in  any  one  electoral  district  shall, 
upon  being  placed  on  the  roll,  have  the  right  to 
vote.  The  proportion  of  the  adult  male  popula- 
tion on  the  electoral  rolls  of  this  colony  is  as  large 
as  in  any  of  the  Australian  Colonies ;  and  the  fact 
that  it  is  not  larger  is  due,  we  believe,  not  to  any 
illiberality  in  the  franchise  itself,  so  much  as  to 
the  difficulties  which  have  existed  in  the  way  of 
voters  being  put  upon  the  electoral  roll.  Upon 
that  subject  I  will  speak  more  fully  when  I  move 
the  second  reading  of  the  Registration  of  Electors 
Bill.  This  Bill  deals  solely  with  the  qualification. 
We  propose,  in  addition  to  the  residential  quali- 
fication, to  provide  that  every  man  having  a 
freehold  property,  whether  encumbered  or  un- 


encumbered—  in  this  respect  the  Bill  is  more 
liberal  than  any  previous  law  —  shall  have  the 
right  to  vote.  That  is  a  moderate  recognition 
of  the  rights  of  property.  We  believe  that  it 
will  give  a  second  vote,  probably,  to  a  large 
number  of  small  freeholders  who  are  a  very 
yaluable  class  in  any  country,  and  a  class  which, 
I  trust,  will  become  numerous  in  this  colony. 
We  consider  that  the  case  of  the  miner  wUl 
be  sufficiently  provided  for  under  the  residen- 
tial qualification,  and  there  is  not,  therefore,  any 
necessity  for  continuing  the  exceptional  priyiloge 
which  is  at  present  conferred  by  the  miner's 
right.  With  regard  to  the  Maoris,  we  do  not 
propose  that  they  shall  vote  under  this  Bill  at 
all.  They  are  provided  for  under  a  separate  Bill, 
which,  I  trust,  will  be  found  as  satisfactory  to 
both  races  as  any  such  measure  can  be.  I  moye 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — I  think  it  impossible  to  peruse 
this  Bill  without  a  feeling  of  very  great  disap- 
pointment. We  lately  had  enacted  in  this  House 
a  very  remarkable  scene.  Members  on  both  sides 
were  apparently  bidding  for  popular  farour,  and 
I  understood  them  all  to  express  far  more  liberal 
opinions  than  are  embodied  in  this  Bill.  I  be- 
lieved the  time  had  come  when,  with  the  univer- 
sal consent  of  the  House,  very  liberal  opinions 
indeed  might  haye  had  effect  given  to  them  in  an 
Electoral  Bill.  In  the  first  place,  this  Bill  is 
singularly  deficient  in  clearness  of  language.  I 
do  not  know  that  I  ever  read  a  Bill  whicu  was 
so  absolutely  involved.  From  the  language  of 
the  2nd  clause  it  appears  doubtful  whether  the 
object  of  the  measure  is  not  simply  to  provide  for 
registration.  For  instance,  it  says  that  "  The 
members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  shall 
be  chosen  in  every  electoral  district  appointed 
for  that  purpose  by  the  votes  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  New  Zealand"  who  shall  reside  within 
such  electoral  district.  One  would  imagine  that 
it  was  the  inhabitants  of  New  Zealand  who 
were  appointed  to  vote  what  the  district  was  to 
be.  That  is  clearly  a  grammatical  error:  the 
language  is  so  involved  that  it  surely  does  not 
express  the  honorable  gentleman's  intentions. 
But  it  will  be  seen  that  this  is  really  a  Bill  whicii 
increases  the  power  of  property  very  largely  in 
elections.  At  the  present  moment  tbe  freehold 
qualification  is  a  toehold  of  the  value  of  £50. 
By  this  Bill  it  is  reduced  to  £25.  Now,  the  efiect 
of  the  Bill  as  it  stands — and  it  is  a  difficult  one 
to  understand — is  this :  that  every  freeholder  who 
has  a  property  valued  at  £25  within  any  electoral 
district  will  have  a  vote  for  that  district.  It  will 
be  quite  possible,  therefore,  for  a  man  to  have  the 
power  of  voting  in  twenty  different  districts,  or 
even  a  larger  number.  The  reduction  in  the  value 
of  the  freehold  estate,  instead  of  being  a  boon, 
is,  where  you  give  manhood  sufirage,  positively  an 
evil — that  is,  it  gives  a  greater  power  to  property 
than  it  possesses  at  present.  That  is  a  very 
serious  defect  in  the  Bill,  and  I  hope  the  clause 
will  be  struck  out  altogether,  as  I  understand  it 
to  be  the  wish  of  the  House  that  manhood  suf- 
frage should  be  the  only  qualification  in  New 
Zealand.  When  it  was  necessary  to  gain  strength 
in  the  country,  that  was  the  universal  opinion  of 
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the  House.  I  shall,  therefore,  do  mj  hest  to  get 
this  Bill  so  framed  that  the  only  qualification  re- 
cognized in  the  country  shall  he  manhood  suffrage. 
Then  there  is  another  very  peculiar  feature  in 
this  Bill,  and  it  is  that  it  gives  manhood  suffrage 
in  this  extraordinary  way :  that  the  age  of  tbe 
person  is  not  stated.  A  freeholder  cannot  be- 
come an  elector  unless  he  is  twenty -one  years  of 
age,  but,  if  he  comes  under  the  manhood-sufiVage 
provision,  he  may  be  fifteen,  sixteen,  or  seventeen 
years  of  age,  or  any  age  that  the  Begistration 
Officer  thinks  proper.  That  is  a  most  serious 
mistake.  That  it  is  intended  such  shall  be  the 
provision  I  presume  to  be  the  case,  because  it  is 
followed  out  in  the  Eegitttration  of  Electors  Bill. 
By  that  Bill  no  age  has  to  be  stated  in  the  appli- 
cation to  a  Begistration  Officer  to  be  placed  upon 
the  roll :  a  boy  may  apply.  Turning  from  these 
two  points,  which  I  think  of  very  great  import- 
ance, I  now  beg  the  House  to  observe  that  at  the 
present  moment  the  Native  population  of  New 
Zealand  have,  by  the  Constitution  Act,  exactly 
the  suine  rights  as  their  European  fellow-subjects. 
They  stand  in  exactly  the  same  position.  But  by 
this  Bill  that  right  is  taken  from  them,  and  no 
other  right  is  given  to  them  in  its  place.  I  say 
this  Bill  cannot  pass  until  the  other  Bill  is  passed 
giving  the  same  right  to  vote  to  the  Maoris  that 
they  now  possess.  I  think  the  House  will  bear 
me  out  in  taking  that  view  of  the  case.  I  shall 
hold,  when  we  come  to  consider  the  Maori  Elec- 
toral Bill,  that,  instead  of  being  satisfactory,  it  is 
most  unsatisfactory  to  the  entire  European  popu- 
lation and  to  the  entire  Native  population ;  and 
I  feel  that  it  will  be  so  distasteful  to  the  House 
that  it  never  can  be  passed  in  the  form  in  which  it 
has  been  brought  in.  Whatever  the  strength  of  the 
Ministry  may  be,  I  am  sure  they  cannot  pass  this 
Bill  in  its  present  form  :  of  that  I  am  confident. 
These  are  the  main  points  of  objection  I  take  to 
this  Bill.  I  shall  endeavour,  in  Committee,  to  get 
one  sufirage  recognized  in  New  Zealand,  and  that 
suffrage  is  manhood  suffrage.  That  is  amply  suf- 
ficient to  provide  for  the  wants  of  the  country, 
and  is  what  I  certainly  understood  the  other  night 
was  to  be  the  only  suffrage.  I  shall  also  endeavour 
to  prevent  any  law  being  passed  which  takes  away 
from  the  aborigines  the  rights  they  now  possess, 
until  some  other  right  is  given  to  them.  G-ene- 
rally,  I  shall  endeavour  to  get  the  Bill  amended 
in  its  form.  I  shall  try  to  get  numerous  altera- 
tions made  in  the  language,  which,  at  present,  I 
think  excessively  loose  and  involved.  Further,  I 
think  I  shall  convince  the  House,  if  there  is  an 
attempt  to  force  the  Bill  through  in  its  present 
shape,  that  it  is  really  a  Bill  to  give  property  a 
far  greater  power  than  it  has  now,  and  that  it  is 
an  absolute  sham  and  snare.  It  is  not  what  the 
country  requires,  and  it  is  not  what  the  House 
will  accept. 

Mr.  BRANDON.  — I  hope  the  honorable 
gentleman  will  not  succeed  in  his  proposed  altera- 
tions. I  say  the  Parliament  not  only  legislates 
for  persons,  but  for  property  and  its  rights  and 
liabilities ;  that  property,  therefore,  has  a  right 
to  be  represented,  and  erery  holder  of  property 
has  a  right  to  a  vote  in  respect  of  that  property 
in  the  election  of  members  to  this  House.  I 
Sir  O,  Grey 


think  the  Bill  goes  quite  far  enough  in  the  fran- 
chise which  it  gives.  The  present  franchise  is 
quite  broad  enough,  and  we  should  be  going  too 
far  if  we  only  required  a  residential  qualifica- 
tion. The  honorable  gentleman  is  wrong  if  he 
supposes  that  the  country  goes  with  him.  It 
does  not  want  to  deprive  property  of  representa- 
tion. Tbe  honorable  gentleman  may  try  in  Com- 
mittee to  make  the  alterations  which  he  indicates, 
but  I  hope  he  will  not  succeed.  I  shall  try  and 
place  some  restriction  on  the  residential  qualifica- 
tion, because,  as  it  stands  now,  it  would  only  hold 
out  inducements  to  the  demagogues  of  the  day  to 
address  mobs,  and  carry  away  with  them  those 
who,  having  but  lately  arrived  in  the  colony, 
really  do  not  understand  what  the  wants  of  the 
country  are.  I  say  twelve  months'  residence  is 
too  short  a  time.  I  shall  endeavour  to  get  it 
lengthened. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE.— With  regard  to  the  ob- 
servations made  by  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames  about  this  property  qualification,  I  really 
do  not  see  why  it  makes  much  difference.  I 
apprehend  that  no  one  whose  name  was  put  upon 
the  roll  under  the  first  part  of  the  qualification 
provided  for  here  would  also  be  put  upon  it  under 
the  second  part.  As  to  a  man  being  able  to  vote 
in  twenty  different  districts,  I  would  remind  the 
House  that  this  is  only  one  of  a  series  of  Bills 
introduced  to  attain  a  certain  object ;  but,  for 
special  reasons,  the  provisions  are  put  in  different 
Bills.  The  honorable  member  for  the  Thames 
has  referred  to  the  Registration  of  Electors  Bill, 
and  I  would  refer  him  again  to  another  of  the 
series.  In  the  28th  clause  of  the  Regulation  of 
Elections  Bill  he  will  find  the  following  provi- 
sion : — 

"  The  Returning  Officer  may,  and  if  so  required 
by  any  scrutineer  shall,  before  allowing  any  per- 
son to  vote,  put  to  him  the  following  questions : 
(a.)  Are  you  the  person  whose  name  appears  as 
A.B.  on  the  electoral  roll  now  in  force  for  the 
Electoral  District  of  [name  of  diHrict}  ?  (b.) 
Have  you  already  voted  at  the  present  election 
for  any  electoral  district  in  the  colony?  And 
any  person  not  answering  such  questions,  or  not 
answering  the  first  in  the  affirmative  and  the 
second  in  the  negative,  shall  not  be  permitted  to 
vote." 

It  will  therefore  be  seen  that  this  question  of 
dual  voting  is  amply  provided  for  in  the  mea- 
sures before  the  House.  Then,  with  regard  to 
the  Maori  votes,  I  apprehend  the  honorable 
gentleman  does  not  want  to  give  dual  voting  to 
the  Maoris,  and  not  to  Europeans.  It  is  quite 
clear  we  must  either  abolish  their  special  repre- 
sentation, or  else  confine  the  Maori  voting  to  the 
return  of  Maori  members.  I  apprehend  that 
either  one  course  or  the  other  must  be  adopted : 
which  is  the  more  liberal  the  House  must  decide ; 
but,  for  my  own  part,  I  think  the  sooner  we 
get  rid  of  the  special  representation  the  better : 
then  we  can  really  say  that  the  Maoris  shall  be 
on  the  same  footing  with  ourselves  in  the  matter 
of  elections.  But,  as  long  as  you  give  them 
special  representation,  it  seems  to  me  you  cannot 
give  them  votes  for  European  members ;  other- 
wise you  give  to  those  who  are  certainly  not  so 
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used  to  free  institutions  as  ourselTes  more  power 
in  the  elections  than  those  who  are  better  quali- 
fied to  use  it. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— I  must  say  I  was  disap- 
pointed to  hear  such  a  speech  from  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames  upon  a  subject  which  he 
has  claimed  to  be  specially  his  own.  The  objec- 
tions which  he  submitted  to  the  House  must 
have  struck  ererj  member  as  of  an  exceedingly 
trivial  character  —  some  yerbal  criticisms  of 
clauses,  and  a  mere  carping  at  defects  that  could 
be  set  right  in  the  simplest  possible  manner  in 
Committee.  The  Bill  is  not  at  all  involved  or 
complicated.  It  is  perfectly  clear  and  simple  to 
any  one  who  approaches  it  in  a  spirit  of  candour, 
who  desires  to  understand  its  provisions,  and  who 
wishes  to  do  justice  to  those  whom  it  afiects.  I 
cannot  say  I  was  astonished  to  hear  the  honorable 
gentleman  come  down  and  say  he  would  turn 
this  Bill  into  a  Bill  for  manhood  suffrage — he 
would  have  it  altered  in  Committee  so  that  it 
should  give  effect  to  that  principle.  Of  course 
his  object  was  clear.  No  one  could  miss  it.  He 
wanted  the  impression  to  be  mode  on  the  House 
and  the  country  that  the  present  Ministry  had 
brought  in  an  illiberal  measure,  and  that  the 
duty  still  devolved  upon  himself  to  see  that  it 
was  put  into  a  liberal  shape,  because  he  was  the 
true  author  of  liberal  measures.  But  will  honor- 
able gentlemen  who  were  here  in  1878  recall  to 
their  memories  what  took  place  then  ?  They 
must  recollect  that,  when  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  the  Thames  brought  in  his  Electoral 
Bill,  the  honorable  member  for  Akaroa  and  my- 
self called  upon  him  to  strike  out  the  property 
qualification,  but  he  would  not.  The  honorable 
member  for  Akaroa  and  myself  took  up  exactly 
the  same  position  which  the  honorable  gentleman 
is  now  taking ;  but  he  opposed  our  amendment, 
and  successfully  carried  his  Bill.  I  like  a  man  to 
stick  to  his  colours,  and,  if  he  holds  an  opinion 
one  year,  to  hold  the  same  next  year,  or  give  a 
good  reason  for  the  change.  But  the  reason  for 
his  change  is  quite  clear.  He  was  on  the  Go- 
vernment benches  last  year :  he  is  in  opposition 
this  year.  When  we  tried  last  year  to  get  a 
really  liberal  Electoral  Bill  from  that  honorable 
gentleman,  we  could  not  get  anything  of  the 
kind.  I  recollect  the  strenuous  efforts  my  honor- 
able friend  the  member  for  Akaroa  and  myself 
made  to  get  the  property  qualification  struck  out, 
and  I  recollect,  too,  the  speech  of  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames,  in  which  he  absolutely 
repudiated  the  idea  of  having  even  advocated  the 
abolition  of  the  property  qualification.  When 
challenged  with  what  he  had  said  in  his  numerous 
addresses  to  the  people  on  platforms  and  at  the 
hustings,  he  declarea  that  what  he  had  said  then 
only  referred  to  the  exercise  of  the  dual  vote  at 
local  elections.  The  honorable  gentleman  must 
recollect  his  going  all  over  the  country  and  de- 
claiming that  every  man  should  have  one  vote,  and 
one  vote  only,  and  that  because  he  was  a  man ; 
and  when  we  challenged  him  with  that  in  this 
House — not  as  a  hit  at  him  for  what  he  said  at 
the  hustings,  but  because  we  were  earnest  in  our 
wish  to  get  rid  of  this  qualification — the  honorable 
gentleman   said,  "Oh!   the  honorable    member 


for  G-eraldine  has  made  a  great  mistake  in  saying 
that  I  ever  advocated  the  abolition  of  the  dual 
vote  in  general  elections.  I  only  referred  to  local 
elections."  The  honorable  member  for  Akaroa 
will  bear  me  out  in  that.  But  the  honorable 
gentleman  has  changed  since  then,  and  now,  when 
others  bring  down  a  Bill  far  more  liberal  than 
he  ever  attempted  to  introduce,  he,  forsooth,  as- 
sumes the  rdle  of  the  Liberal  legislator  and  says, 
"  I  will  take  steps  in  Committee  to  carry  out 
what  I  think  ought  to  be  done.  I  will  take  care 
that  the  whole  representation  of  the  colony  shall 
rest  upon  manhood  suffrage."  Sir,  that  is  the 
greatest  piece  of  humbug  and  the  greatest  piece 
of  impudence  I  ever  heard.  It  is  an  absolute 
imposture  for  the  honorable  gentleman  to  come 
down  now  and  criticise  as  he  has  done  a  mea- 
sure which  is  far  more  liberal  than  any  he  ever 
conceived.  For  myself,  I  may  say  that  at  every 
electoral  meeting  I  have  attended  I  have  held 
that  the  dual  property  vote  should  be  abolished. 
I  have  tried  to  carry  that  out,  and  should 
have  carried  it  out,  but  for  the  determined 
opposition  of  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames  and  his  colleagues  who  brought  in  the 
Electoral  Bill  last  year.  I  despise  an  honorable 
member  who  can  come  down  to  this  House  and 
pretend  that  he  is  the  author  of  a  principle  of 
which  he  has  been  the  determined  opponent  in 
the  past.  If  he  wants  the  country  to  have  a 
really  liberal  electoral  law  let  him  be  consistent 
and  true,  and  let  him  not  attempt  to  snatch 
from  those  who  have  been  really  earnest  in  their 
work  the  fruit  of  their  labour.  The  honorable 
gentleman  tells  us  that  this  is  the  worst  measure 
that  has  ever  been  produced  in  the  world,  or 
some  such  nonsense  as  that,  because  the  words 
**  twenty-one  years  of  age "  have  been  left 
out  of  a  clause.  What  does  it  amount  to  ? 
His  objection  is  not  worth  a  straw.  The  Bill 
says  "  man,"  and  it  is  very  well  understood  that 
"a  man"  means  one  who  is  twenty-one  years 
of  age  or  over :  at  all  events,  the  substitu- 
tion of  the  word  "adult"  for  **man"  would  do 
away  with  all  difficulty,"  and  answer  the  absurd 
and  quibbling  objection  of  the  honorable  member. 
Then  he  attempts  to  fix  upon  the  Ministry  the 
blame  of  having  given  greater  value  to  property 
in  this  country  than  it  has  hitherto  had,  by  lower- 
ing the  freehold  qualification  from  £bO  to  £25. 
There  is  not  a  member  in  the  House  who  does 
not  see  straight  through  the  honorable  gentleman 
when  he  makes  that  statement.  The  provision 
merely  means  this  :  that  a  poor  man  may,  under 
this  Bill,  register  in  respect  to  his  small  property; 
whereas  formerly  he  could  not  do  so  unless  his 
property  was  worth  £50.  Surely  that  is  not 
giving  property  greater  power  ?  It  certainly  ex- 
tends the  property  qualification  to  a  class  of 
holders  who  could  not  exercise  the  franchise  be- 
fore ;  but  is  the  poor  man  not  to  have  that  righti 
because  he  is  poor  ?  I  say  it  is  an  excellent  pro- 
vision, and  I  nope  to  see  an  immense  number  of 
the  class  of  small  holders  ready  and  proud  to 
exercise  the  franchise  in  respect  to  their  pro- 
perty. We  have  now  a  Ministrj'  in  power  who 
will  make  a  reality  and  not  a  sham  of  settling 
people  on  the  land.    We  know  it  by  the  provi- 
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Bions  they  are  making  for  Tillage  settlements  and 
deferred  payments,  which  were  utterly  neglected 
by  the  honorable  gentleman  and  his  colleagues 
last  session ;  and  we  shall  see  a  large  and  valu- 
able class  of  settlers  spring  up  under  the  proposed 
law,  who  will  take  advantage  of  this  qualifica- 
tion, and  get  their  names  placed  on  the  roll. 
I  know  the  honorable  gentleman  does  not  want 
to  see  that  class  spring  up  in  the  colony ;  he 
does  not  want  to  see  them  have  political  power, 
because  he  knows  very  well  that  they  are  a  really 
deserving  doss,  who  would  have  the  best  possible 
kind  of  influence  in  counteracting  the  power  of 
that  floating  population  upon  whose  support — 
whose  unthinking  support — he  has  so  far  based 
the  substance  of  his  power.  I  hope  the  House  will 
not  interfere  at  all  with  the  proposal  of  Ministers 
to  reduce  the  value  of  the  property  in  consideration 
of  which  a  landowner  may  register  his  vote.  By 
all  means  let  people  having  twenty-five  pounds' 
worth  of  land  have  a  vote,  and  it  will  not  give 
property  any  more  power  than  it  had  previously, 
and,  even  if  it  did,  it  would  not  do  any  great 
harm  in  New  Zealand.  I  think  this  is  as  good  a 
Bill  as  we  are  likely  to  get  from  any  Ministry  in 
power.  As  for  the  dual  property  vote,  I  shall  vote 
against  it,  as  I  hare  voted  on  former  occasions ; 
and  I  will  go  with  the  honorable  gentleman  or 
any  one  else  who  chooses  to  move  an  amendment 
in  that  direction.  If  the  honorable  gentleman 
does  not  move  it,  I  shall  move  it.  On  a  former 
occasion  the  honorable  gentleman  opposed  me, 
and  compelled  me  and  the  honorable  member  for 
Akaroa  to  leave  the  House  with  a  feeling  of 
bitterness  at  the  absolute  repudiation  of  all  his 
liberal  professions  at  hustings  meetings.  He 
need  not  fear  about  that :  we  are  going  to  have 
true  liberalism  in  this  House  with  regard  to  the 
franchise,  and  not  the  sham  ho  has  dealt  out  to 
the  country  and  absolutely  laid  aside  the  moment 
lie  came  to  the  measures  and  practical  work  in 
this  House.  I  do  not  want  to  prolong  this  dis- 
cussion, and  I  should  not  have  spoken  as  I  have 
had  it  not  been  for  the  audacious  attempt  on  the 
part  of  the  honorable  gentleman  to  represent  him- 
self as  a  great  Liberal  reformer,  whereas  he  has 
been  the  great  obstructor  of  liberal  reforms. 
Although  we  are  on  difibrent  sides  of  the  House, 
I  hope  the  honorable  member  for  Akaroa  will 
revive  that  alliance  with  me  which  we  formed  in 
1878,  to  try  to  bring  about  the  very  reform  which 
the  honorable  gentleman  refers  to.  I  hope  the 
Bill  will  pass  with  very  small  alterations,  beyond 
what  will  satisfy  the  honorable  gentleman's  paltry 
criticism  with  regard  to  the  punctuation  of  a  pas- 
sage or  tlio  omission  of  the  ivord  "  adult." 

Mr.  MOSS.  —  The  honorable  member  for 
Gerald  ine  told  us,  with  that  modesty  which 
generally  characterizes  his  speeches,  that  every 
member  of  the  House  must  be  struck  with  the 
very  paltry  character  of  the  remarks  made  by 
the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames  (Sir  Q-. 
Q-rey).  Well,  the  honorable  member  may  be 
surprised  to  hear  that  I,  for  one,  am  not  of 
opinion  that  the  remarks  made  by  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames  were  of  that  character. 
The  remarks  mode  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Geraldine  might  fairly  be  called  I'emarks 
Mr,  Wakefield 


of  a  paltry  character;  while  the  remarks  made 
by  the  honorable  member  for  the  Tliames  struck 
at  the  very  root  of  the  Bill  and  attacked  what- 
ever there  might  be  of  principle  involved  in  it. 
What  was  the  nature  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Geraldine's  remarks?     "I  say;"  *' I  did  all 
that  years  ago ;"  "  I  said  this  ;"  "  I  did  that." 
It  was  "  I "  perpetually.    The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  the  Thames  told  us  his  opinion  as  to  the 
want  of  principle  evident  throughout  this  Bill; 
and  I  certainly  agree  with  him.    The  honorable 
member  pointed  out,  in  the  first  place,  that  it  is 
very  objectionable  that  the  clause  should  give  a 
vote  to  holders  of  property  of  £35  value,  because 
it  enables  them  to  have  a  vote  in  a  large  number 
of  districts,  while  the  resident  voter  can    only 
vote  in  one  district.    That  is  a  very  important 
point.     It  is  not  a  paltry  objection,    but   one 
affecting  the  whole  principle  of  the  Bill.     The 
honorable  member  for  Wellington  Country  Dis- 
trict at  once  said  it  was  right  that  property 
should  be  represented.     That  is  exactly  where 
I  differ  from  him.     In  deaUng  with  the  repre- 
sentation, we  have  no  right  to  consider  anything 
but  human  beings.      Property    is    represented 
in  another  place,  and  property  will  always  have  a 
great  deal  of   influence  in  securing  representa- 
tion in  this  House.     To  give  property  any  legal 
and  additional  privileges  beyond  that  would   be 
wrong,  and  would  certainly  be  impolitic,  because 
it  would  raise  against  property  a  feeling  which 
does   not  at  present  exist.     Another  important 
point  on  which  I  do  not  think  sufficient  stress 
has  been  laid  is  that  which  affects  the  voting  of 
our  loyal  Maori  fellow-subjects.    There  is  a  sub- 
clause  which   says   that  "  No  alien,  nor  person 
attainted  or  convicted  of  any  treason,  felony,  or 
infamous  ofienoe,"  shall  have  a  vote.     Is  a  Maori 
an  alien  ?     If  not  an  alien,  by  what  right  can  wo 
say  that  lie  shall  not  have  the  privilege  of  any 
other  Briiish  subject?     We  have  four  members 
sitting  in  this  House  who  can  help  to  make  and 
unmake  Ministries ;   and  yet  we  are  told   that 
none  of  those  four  gentlemen  shall  have  a  vote 
in  the  election  of  any  European  member.     What 
right  has  a  Registration  Officer,  when  anybody 
comes  to  be  put  on  the  roll,  to  ask  that  person 
questions  about  his  parentage — as  to  who  were  his 
futher  and  mother,  and  so  on  ?     It  is  suflicient 
that  he  is  not  an  alien,  and  is  a  British  subject. 
I  maintain  that  the  right  t-o  vote  is  the  inherent 
right  of  every  British  subject,  and  that  we  have 
no  right  to  deprive  him  of  it.     If  we  do  so,  we 
shall  create  in  the  Maori  mind  a  rankling  sense 
of  injustice  and  wrong,  which  will  produce  great 
evil  in  the  future.     Let   us  consider  how  this 
great  question  has  been  treated  in  other  coun- 
tries, and  especially  how  this  question  has  been 
dealt  with    in  a  very  great   country  —  in   the 
United  States.     There  they  have  had   the   dif- 
ficulty staring  them  in  the  face   for  the   last 
twenty-five  yeai-s.     In  the  first  place,  they  had 
hordes  of  Europeans  pouring  into  their  country 
—  men  not  accustomed   to    self-government  at 
home  —  who,   when  they  landed   in  the  United 
States,  claimed  the  right  of  self-government  there, 
and  of  interfering  in  all  the  aflairs  of  the  country. 
How  were  they  treated?      A  party  sprang  up 
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who  called  themselyes  the  patriotio  partj — the 
Know*nothiDg8  —  and  they  said  no  man  should 
have  a  yoice  in  the  legislation  of  the  country 
nnleet  he  was  either  a  bom  American  or  had 
liTed  some  time  in  the  country.  But  another 
party  spranf  up  who  said,  "We  will  not  hare 
two  nations  here ;  we  will  hare  one  nation.  We 
know  it  will  bring  upon  us  great  eril  for  the 
present ;  we  know  it  will  derange  all  our  affairs 
for  a  short  time ;  but  we  know,  at  the  same  time, 
that  we  haye  before  us  a  choice  of  eyils,  and  the 
infinitely  lesser  evil  is  to  face  that  difficulty,  and 
hare  only  one  people  and  one  nation  in  this 
country."  They  acted  upon  that  principle ;  and 
what  has  been  the  result  ?  We  see  at  the  present 
moment  all  national  distinctions  obliterated,  and 
no  ill-feeling  existing.  Irishman,  German,  or 
Bohemian — whaterer  he  may  be — is  now  merged 
into  the  great  people  who  occupy  the  United 
States.  The  same  policy  is  now  being  pursued 
with  regard  to  the  negro  population  of  five  or 
six  millions.  They  are  acting  upon  the  principle 
that,  if  they  do  rightly,  things  will  come  right. 
We  see  now  that  great  distinctions  which  seemed 
to  be  ineradicable  have  disappeared:  they  have 
become  already  merged  into  one  people  and  one 
nation.  It  is  a  momentous  question  we  have 
to  answer, — whether  we  are  willing  to  face  the 
temporary  and  comparatiyely-trifling  difficulties 
which  are  sure  to  result  from  giving  the  Maoris 
their  full  rights  as  British  subjects ;  or  whether 
we  shall  act  upon  a  policy  of  expediency,  creatine 
in  the  minds  of  the  Maoris  hostile  feelings,  and 
practically  creating  in  New  Zealand  two  peoples 
and  two  nations  instead  of  one.  For  my  part,  I 
have  no  doubt  as  to  how  I  shall  vote:  as  I 
voted  last  year,  I  shall  vote  again.  We  have  no 
right  to  draw  distinctions  between  different  sec- 
tions of  Her  Majesty's  subjects.  If  we  claim 
certain  rights,  they  have  a  right  to  claim  them. 
The  real  dual  representation  is  in  the  special  re- 
presentation which  we,  from  principles  of  policy 
and  expediency,  have  granted  to  them  under  **  The 
Maori  Representation  Act,  1867."  I  hope  the 
time  will  come  when  we  shall  be  able  to  do  away 
with  the  special  representation  they  now  have. 
That  is  the  dual  representation  I  should  like  to 
see  abolished ;  but  not  now :  I  do  not  think  the 
time  has  yet  come  to  abolish  it.  As  a  question  of 
policy,  it  is  right  that  it  should  last  some  time 
longer.  The  time  to  abolish  it  will  be  when  we 
have  accustomed  the  Natives  to  act  with  us  in 
elections,  when  we  have  taught  them  that  they 
have  full  rights  with  ourselves,  and  that  they  no 
longer  need  the  special  representation  we  have 
given  to  them.  What  fell  from  the  Premier  vras 
scarcely  consistent,  when  he  spoke  of  the  clause 
giving  a  vote  to  holders  of  property  of  £25  value 
as  being  a  moderate  recognition  of  the  rights  of 
property.  I  hold  that  we  have  no  business  to  re- 
cognize, either  moderately  or  immoderately,  the 
rights  of  property  in  this  case.  The  influence  and 
power  of  property  will  always  be  great  without 
any  legal  recojniition  on  the  part  of  this  House, 
and  property-holders  may  be  very  well  content 
with  that.  Then  the  honorable  gentleman  says  it 
is  unnecessary  for  the  miners  to  be  specially  con- 
tidered,  because  they  are  provided  for  under  the 


t  residential  clause.  But  that  applies  also  to  holders 
'  of  property  J  they  are  provid^  for  under  the  resi- 
dential clause.  I  hope  we  shall  see  this  Bill 
reduced  to  one-third  of  its  present  length.  I 
hope  that  exceptional  legislation  dealing  with  this, 
the  very  foundation  of  our  Constitution,  will  be 
avoided,  and  that,  losing  sight  of  small  considera- 
tions —  losing  sight  of  all  difficulties  which  will 
be  merely  passing  in  their  character — we  shall 
keep  in  view  the  grand  principle  that  the  object 
of  this  Bill  is  to  form  into  one  compact  body 
the  whole  mass  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects  now 
occupjdng  this  colony. 

Mr.  STEWART.— I  regard  the  present  Elec- 
toral Bill  as  one  of  very  great  importance ;  and 
that  importance  entitles  every  member  of  this 
House  to  speak  plainly,  and  even  critically,  re- 
garding the  Bill.  I  apprehend  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames  has  not  exceeded  those 
limits  of  fair  criticism,  which  are  open  to  every 
member  of  this  House.  The  personal  abuse  and 
vulgar  attacks  made  on  the  honorable  gentleman 

by  the  honorable  metnber  for  Gteraldine 

'  Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  do  not  think  the  honorable 
gentleman  is  in  order  in  using  the  word  *Wulgar." 

Mr.  STEWART.  — I  wiU  say  the  improper 
attacks  indulged  in  by  the  honorable  member 
were  as  unbecoming  as  ungentlemanly. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— I  object  to  the  honor- 
able gentleman  being  allowed  to  use  his  own 
style  of  language  in  this  House. 

Mr.  SPEAO)R.— I  cannot  allow  the  honor- 
able member  for  Dunedin  City  to  make  such 
remarks. 

Mr.  STEWART.— Very  well,  Sir;  but  it  is 
difficult  to  use  any  language,  short  of  that,  which 
would  convey  the  utter  detestation  which  every 
member  of  this  House  must  feel  for  any  member 
who  gets  up  and  presumes  to  dictate  to  other 
members  as  to  what  they  shall  do  or  shall  not  do. 
Such  conduct  is  most  unbecoming. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.  — I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order.  The  honorable  member  has  used  the 
words  " ungentlemanly,'*  ''detestation,"  and  so 
forth.  I  ask  you.  Sir,  whether  I  have  in  any 
way  transgressed  the  rules  of  Parliament,  or  laid 
myself  open  to  such  an  attack. 

Mr.  HISLOP. — Speaking  to  the  point  of  order, 
I  ask  whether  the  language  used  by  one  honor- 
able member  to  another  honorable  member  should 
not  be  regulated  by  the  conduct  of  that  honorable 
member.  The  honorable  member  for  Geraldine 
said  that  he  *'  despised "  the  honorable  member 
for  the  Thames. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  have  ah?eady  called  the 
honorable  member  to  order  for  using  the  term 
**  ungentlemanly."  I  do  not  feel  called  upon  to 
object  to  the  word  "unbecoming."  I  think 
honorable  members  should  be  a  little  more  care- 
ful as  to  the  expressions  they  use  towards  each 
other. 

Mr.  STEWART.— I  bow  to  your  ruling.  Sir. 
I  think  the  desire  of  honorable  members  is  that 
the  debates  should  be  carried  on  vrith  some  fair 
degree  of  independence,  and  that  they  should  not 
be  open  to  insult  or  abuse  because  they  simply 
desire  to  express  their  minds  &irly,  openly,  and 
candidly.    With  regard  to  thia  Bill,  I  oonfiBM 
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that,  although  at  first  sight  it  appears  a  Tery 
simple  and  fair  measure,  yet,  when  critically  ex- 
amined, it  presents  a  series  of  puzzles.  I  can 
scarcely  understand  how  this  Bill  came  to  he 
printed  in  its  present  shape.  Its  terms  are  very 
obscure,  and  calculated  to  lead  to  very  great  diffi- 
culties in  carrying  it  out.  I  apprehend  the  broad 
question  to  be  settled  by  the  voice  of  this  House 
is,  whether  manhood  suffrage  is  to  prevail  or  not. 
If  that  is  to  be  the  voice  of  this  House,  then  the 
Bill  should  assume  a  different  form.  If  that  is 
not  to  he  the  voice  of  the  House,  then  further 
provision  should  be  made,  not  only  in  regard  to 
freehold  qualification,  but  also  in  regard  to  house- 
hold qualification.  A  large  portion  of  the  pro- 
perty in  this  country  is  held  under  leasehold  for 
a  term  of  sixty  years,  and  to  confine  the  qualifi- 
cation to  vote  to  freehold  would  not  be  giving 
that  extended  privilege  which  this  Assembly,  I 
helieve,  contemplated,  and  which  the  country 
expects.  I  see  no  reason  why  the  household  quali- 
fication should  be  abolished.  In  order  to  entitle  a 
person  to  be  registered  under  this  provision  of  the 
Bill  he  must  reside  one  year  in  the  colony.  A 
person  may  take  a  house  for  six  months  or  nine 
months,  fully  intending  to  settle  in  the  country  ; 
and  it  would  be  unfair,  if  an  election  were  coming 
on,  that  that  person  should  be  disfranchised  for 
three  or  four  years,  as  would  be  the  case  under 
this  Bill.  Unless  we  keep  to  manhood  suffrage, 
we  should  have  regard  to  leasehold  qualification 
and  household  qualification,  so  that  they  might 
he  qualifications  under  the  provisions  of  this 
Bill.  It  is  difficult  to  see  why  £25  has  been  fixed 
as  the  limit.  The  object  to  be  gained  in  fix- 
ing some  limit  is  this :  tbat  a  person  should  have 
some  recognized  status  in  the  colony;  and,  so 
long  as  he  has  property  to  give  him  a  status  in 
the  colony,  he  should  be  entitled  to  be  on  the 
roll.  I  merely  draw  attention  to  these  features 
of  the  Bill  with  the  object  that  the  House  should 
decide  broadly  whether  this  residential  qualifi- 
cation is  to  be  the  sole  qualification,  or  whether 
the  other  qualification  I  have  indicated  shall  be 
included.  I  agree  with  the  honorable  member 
for  Famell  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  place  the 
Native  race  on  a  footing  of  perfect  equality.  I 
think  the  time  for  speciiQ  and  exceptional  legisla- 
tion in  regard  to  the  Native  raoe  has  gone,  and 
we  ought  to  place  them  on  a  footing  of  perfect 
equality  so  far  as  the  electoral  laws  of  the  colony 
are  concerned.  The  Bill  requires  considerable 
attention  and  a  very  great  deal  of  consideration 
in  the  matters  I  have  indicated.  I  think  the 
remarks  of  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames 
regarding  the  construction  of  the  Bill  and  the 
phraseology  of  it  were  well  founded.  I  am  quite 
sure  honorable  members  will  see  that  in  some 
respects  the  greatest  uncertainty  and  ohsourity 
prevail  in  the  Bill,  and  that  it  will  require  to  he 
considerably  altered  in  order  to  make  it  clear  and 
intelligihle. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— I  wish  to  say  a  few 
words  upon  this  Bill.  I  do  not  approach  it  in 
any  party  spirit,  although  I  have  the  honor  to 
belong  to  the  liberal  party,  and  shall  not  depart 
from  what  I  have  hitherto  advocated.  I  think 
the  Bill  is  a  much  simpler  measure  than  the 
Mr.  8tew<irt 


present  electoral  law.  No  doubt  the  phraseolo^ 
can  be  improved,  and  no  doubt  there  are  parts  m 
the  Bill  that  require  to  be  altered ;  but  I  admit 
that  on  the  whole,  it  is  a  simpler  Bill,  and  may  be 
made  a  very  good  measure.  With  regard  to  the 
freehold  qualification  and  also  the  residential 
qualification,  I  have  no  objection  to  a  person 
having  a  right  to  vote  somewhat  sooner  as  a  free- 
holder than  he  would  have  as  a  resident ;  hut  I 
have  an  objection  to  any  man  having  more  than 
one  vote.  I  should  have  no  objection  to  the  1st 
subsection  of  the  section  relating  to  the  freehold 
qualification,  if  it  were  clearly  provided  in  the 
Regulation  of  Elections  Act  that  a  man  should 
not  have  a  residential  vote  and  alto  a  number  of 
votes  as  a  freeholder.  The  honorable  member  for 
Grey  and  Bell  has  quoted  from  the  Regulation 
of  Elections  Act  to  show  that  it  provides  there 
can  be  only  one  vote.  I  think  my  honorable 
friend  is  in  error  there.  I  apprehend  that  the 
subsection  quoted  would  only  apply  to  a  general 
election.  It  would  not  apply  to  an  election  that 
might  take  place  during  the  existence  of  a  Parlia- 
ment after  the  first  general  election.  Therefore 
it  would  require  to  be  altered  so  as  to  carry  out 
the  general  wish  that  there  should  he  only  one 
vote  given  to  any  man  in  New  Zealand.  If  I 
could  be  quite  sure  that  this  would  be  carried  out 
in  the  Regulation  of  Elections  Act — that  no  person 
should  have  more  than  one  vote  throughout  the 
colony — I  should  be  quite  satisfied  with  the  1st 
subsection  of  section  2  of  this  Bill ;  otherwise  I 
shall  consider  whether  I  shaU  not  vote  for  the 
excision  of  this  subsection  altogether.  Now,  with 
respect  to  the  Maori  vote,  I  consider  that  the  loyal 
Maoris  should  be  placed  exactly  on  the  same  foot- 
ing as  Europeans.  When  I  speak  of  them  having 
the  same  privileges,  I  mean  they  should  also  under- 
take the  responsibilities.  Until  they  are  prepared 
to  undertake  these  liabilities  in  a  peaceable  and 
orderly  manner,  as  the  Queen's  subjects,  I  should 
object  to  their  having  the  electoral  privileges 
without  the  responoibilities.  Therefore  I  am 
more  inclined  to  give  special  representation  to 
them  for  the  present  in  the  same  manner  as  they 
have  it  now,  and  not  in  the  manner  provided 
for  by  the  Maori  Representation  Bill.  I  con- 
sider that  Bill  an  exceedingly  bad  Bill.  It  would 
give  eight  Maori  members  to  this  House.  The 
honorable  member  for  Famell  spoke  very  strongly 
in  favour  of  the  Maoris  having  equal  privileges 
with  the  Europeans.  I  entirely  agree  with  that, 
but  it  makes  a  great  difference  as  to  the  manner 
in  which  they  should  be  represented  in  this  House, 
if  they  do  not  take  the  responsibilities  equally  with 
the  Europeans.  I  vriU  now  refer  to  what  may  be 
considered  a  Committee  objection :  but  sometimes 
Committee  objections  are  of  great  importance. 
Subsection  (5)  of  section  2  alters  the  existing  law, 
and  would,  in  point  of  fact,  exclude  some  men 
from  having  votes  who  are  now  electors,  and  who 
could  not  be  electors  under  this  subsection.  I 
shall  endeavour  to  remedy  that  in  Committee. 
I  wish  to  hear  from  the  Ministry  whether  they 
are  prepared  to  give  effect  to  the  decided  vdeh  of, 
I  think,  the  majority  of  this  House,  certainly  the 
majority  of  the  people  of  the  colony,  that  there 
should  be  only  one  vote,  and  that  the  owner  of 
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property  should  not  be  able  to  vote  in  eight  or 
nine  districts  as  is  now  the  case.     I  am  aware — 
in  fact,  we  are  all  aware — that  at  the  present 
time  people  who  hare  Totes  in  Tarious  districts 
are  in  the  habit  of  travelling  great  distances 
for  the  purpose  of  recording  their  votes;   and 
it  is  quite  right  that  they  should  do  so,  if  the  law 
sanctions  it.    But  whether  that  law  should  any 
longer  continue,  is  a  question  which  I  hope  the 
Hoase   will  consider.     I   hope  the   House  will 
decide  that  no   man  shall  vote  otherwise  than 
because  he  is  a  citizen,  not  because  he  liolds  a 
number  of  small   properties  all  over  the  coun- 
try.   If  a  man  is  to  vote  for  property,  then  he 
ought  to  vote  according  to  the  value  of  that  pro- 
perty.    If  a  man  happens  to  liold  eight  or  nine 
quarter-acres  in  various   electoral  districts,   not 
worth,  in  the  aggregate,  £500,  that  is  no  reason 
why  that  man  shaU  have  eight  or  nine  votes ; 
whilst,  at  the  same  time,  farmers — and  I  know 
many  of  them  —  fvhose  farms  are  each   worth 
£5,000,  have  each  only  one  vote.    The  speculator 
in  small  sections,  as  the  law  now  stands,  may 
have  nine  or  ten,  and  some  of  them  as  many  as 
fifteen,  votes.    Therefore  it  is  not  property  that  is 
voting,  but  the  speculator,  who  injuriously  affects 
the  return  of  members  to  the  House.    With  these 
few  words  I  shall  support  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill,  hoping  the  Ministry  will  give  distinct 
utterance  as  to  whether  they  approve,  or  whether 
they  are  prepared  in  the  Regulation  of  Elections 
Act  to  provide,  that  no  person  shall  have  more 
than  one  vote  for  the  return  of  members  of  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives. 

Mr.  HISLOP.  — Sir,  I  had  not  intended  to 
speak,  except  for  the  misrepresentations  which 
tlie  honorable  member  for  G-eraldine  made  with 
regard  to  the  action  of  members  on  this  side 
of  the  House  during  the  session  of  1878.  The 
honorable  member  for  Gheraldine  commenced  by 
stating  that  the  objections  raised  by  the  late 
Premier  to  the  proposal  made  on  this  subject  in 
1878  were  paltir  m  the  extreme.  If,  Sir,  there 
is  anything  paltry,  it  is  misrepresentation  of 
any  person  who  happens  to  be  on  an  opposite 
side  of  the  House.  The  honorable  member  for 
Geraldine  stated  that  the  late  Premier,  Sir  George 
6bey,  daring  the  session  of  1878,  when  a  motion 
was  made  restricting  the  power  of  voting  to  one 
vote,  voted  against  it ;  and  that  he  (Mr.  Wake- 
field) voted  in  a  contrarv  direction. 
Mr.  SUTTON.—Hear,  hear. 
Mr.  HISLOP.  — The  honoraWo  member  for 
Napier  says  "  Hear,  hear."  Does  he  mean  by 
that  to  lay  that  the  honorable  member  for  Geral- 
dine  is  right  in  what  he  says  ?  On  Mr.  Mont- 
gomery's motion — "  Notwithstanding  anything  in 
this  Act  contained,  no  person  shall  be  entitled  to 
vote  for  the  election  of  a  member  or  members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  in  more  than  one  elec- 
toral district ;  and  every  person  entitled  to  vote 
at  any  such  election  shall,  in  the  manner  herein 
prorided,  state  in  what  district  he  desires  to 
vote  " — the  name  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Geraldine  is  not  mentioned  in  either  the  "Ayes" 
or  "  Noci,"  while,  on  the  other  hand,  Sir  George 
(bey's  name  appears  among  the  "  Ayes." 
Mr.  SUTTON.—What  page  ? 

▼OL.  ZZXIU.-^. 


Mr.  HISLOP.— Page  279.  Afterwards  "Mr. 
Saunders  moved  the  insertion  of  a  new  clause 
proriding  that  no  person  shall  be  entitled  to  have 
his  name  placed  on  the  roll  for  more  than  three 
districts  in  the  colony."  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Goraldine  voted  with  the  ex-Premier 
for  that  clause.  He  evidently  saw  his  way  to 
voting  for  a  clause  allowing  a  person  to  have 
three  votes,  but  ho  did  not  »ee  his  way  to  re- 
stricting the  voter  to  one  district.  This,  Sir, 
is  a  fair  sample  of  the  misrepresentation  which 
is  placed  before  this  country  and  this  House 
for  the  purpose  of  injuring  the  late  Premier,  and 
attempting  to  show  that  be  has  not  consistently 
and  persistently  endeavoured  to  have  measures 
of  electoral  reform  placed  before  the  country. 
Those  who  have  been  for  some  time  in  this  House 
know  that  these  misrepresentations  are  perfectly 
unfounded,  and  know  how  to  treat  them;  but, 
unfortunately,  there  are  always  new  members, 
who  are  sometimes  deceived  when  they  have  not 
become  sufficiently  acquainted  with  those  persons 
who  are  in  the  habit  of  making  these  misrepre- 
sentations, or  with  those  against  whom  these  mis- 
representations are  directed.  As  to  the  Bill  now 
under  consideration,  I  think  honorable  members 
on  this  side  of  the  House  have  a  right  to  view 
the  Bill  in  this  way  :  The  honorable  members  on 
those  benches  have  continually  stated  to  us  that 
the  reason  they  were  entitled — against  all  consti- 
tutional principles — to  stick  to  their  seats  was 
to  show  to  the  House  and  the  country  that  they 
could  place  before  the  House  Bills  better  drawn, 
and  better  adapted  to  the  circumstances  of  the 
country,  than  those  which  were  brought  down 
by  the  previous  Ministry.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Geraldine  has  stated  that  this  is  a 
nicely-drawn  Bill,  and  one  which  anybody  can 
imderstand.  I  should  like  the  honorable  member 
to  read  the  2nd  clause,  and  tell  me  what  is  the 
meaning  of  some  of  the  subsections.  I  should 
like  to  know  the  meaning  of  the  3rd  subsection 
in  connection  with  any  other  part  of  the  Bill.  A 
Bill  which  pretends  to  be  well  drawn  should  not 
contain  subsections  (4)  and  (6)  in  the  way  they  are 
set  out  in  this  Bill.  If  this  is  a  Bill  to  show  how 
muoh  better  those  honorable  members  opposite 
are  going  to  deal  with  electoral  reform,  I  think 
the  attempt  has  sadly  failed.  I  think  we  have 
stated  before  that  we  are  all  pretty  well  agreed  as 
to  what  the  Bill  ought  to  bo ;  but  with  regard  to 
qualification  there  are  two  ways  of  carrying  that 
out.  I  recognize  that  the  principle  is  simp^  this 
with  regard  to  elections :  that  evdry  person  who 
shows  any  evidence  whatever  that  he  intends  to  be 
a  resident  in  the  colony  should  have  the  right  to 
vote.  And  I  recognize  that  what  the  honorable 
member  for  Akaroa  said  is  perfectly  right :  that 
a  person  who  invests  his  money  in  the  purchase 
of  property  is  entitled  to  have  his  name  on  the 
roll  immediately  on  the  purchase  of  the  property. 
I  quite  agree  with  the  other  part  of  the  Bill,  that 
any  person  who  has  resided  in  the  colony  for  a 
year  and  in  a  particular  district  for  six  months 
should  have  a  right  to  vote.  I  shall  support  the 
second  reading,  but  I  hope  the  Premier  will  tee 
his  way  to  have  some  alterations  made  in  the  sub- 
sections, with  a  view  to  avoiding  ambiguitiet. 
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Captain  RUSSELL.  —  Sir,  before  I  say  any- 
thing about  tbe  Bill  itself,  I  would  reraark  that 
the  honorable  member  for  Waitaki  has  said  that 
Ministers  stated  thev  kept  their  seats  by  uncon- 
stitutional means.  Now,  so  far  as  I  am  aware, 
Ministers  took  the  opposite  ground,  and  urged  it 
was  only  on  strict  constitutional  principles  that 
they  held  their  seats  as  they  did.  That  is  by 
the  way.  The  two  legal  gentlemen  who  have  ad- 
dressed the  House — the  honorable  member  for 
Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Stewart)  and  the  honorable 
member  for  Waitaki  (Mr.  Hislop) — have  criticised 
the  drafting  of  the  Bill.  They  may  be  right  or  they 
may  be  wrong ;  but  I  am  perfectly  correct  in  this : 
that  the  Bill  would  be  far  more  incomprehensible 
than  it  now  is,  if  erery  amendment  tnat  is  sug- 
gested were  added.  Amendments  are  often  pro- 
posed, and  those  proposing  their  insertion  fre- 
quently do  po,  without  seeing  whether  they  haye 
any  relation  to  the  previous  portion  of  the  Bill. 
Therefore  I  think  it  is  almost  a  waste  of  time  to 
criticise  the  drafting  of  the  Bill.  But  I  have 
noticed  that  the  legal  mind,  though  it  appears 
logical,  is  not  so  logical  as  it  might  be  in  this 
matter  of  electoral  reform.  Botli  the  legal  gentle- 
men to  whom  I  refer  say  that  the  sole  qualifi- 
cation ought  to  be  manhood. 

Mr.  STEWART.— I  do  not  say  that ;  I  say 
the  House  should  decide  that. 

Captain  RUSSELL.  — I  beg.  the  honorable 
member's  pardon.  I  will  except  him.  Certainly 
the  last  speaker  has  said  so.  If  the  rights  of 
property  are  not  to  be  considered,  and  manhood 
IS  to  be  the  only  qualification,  I  would  point  out 
that  a  man  is  just  as  much  a  man  the  day  he 
arrives  in  the  colony  as  he  is  twelve  months  later 
on.  I  have  not  the  slightest  hesitation  in  say- 
ing that  I  believe  a  certain  amount  of  property 
representation  is  a  good  thing.  I  do  not  think 
that  property  should  be  represented  to  the  ex- 
clusion of  manhood  sufirage,  but  I  believe  almost 
every  person  is  prepared  to  allow  a  certain  pro- 
perty qualification,  so  long  as  manhood  sufirage 
is  granted  in  addition.  That  I  am  prepared  to 
grant  to  the  very  fullest  extent.  As  to  not 
being  a  settler,  that  is  quite  beside  the  ques- 
tion. Ninety-nine  out  of  eveiy  hundred  per- 
sons who  land  here  come  with  the  object  of  re- 
maining in  the  colony ;  but,  had  they  not  the 
intention  of  remaining,  I  believe  that  not  one  of 
the  ninety-nine  would  take  the  trouble  to  go  and 
vote.  There  are  other  qualifications  which  I  will 
mention,  whicli,  however,  come  more  within  the 
scope  of  a  Bill  providing  for  a  redistribution 
of  seats  than  this  Qualification  of  Electors  Bill. 
I  allude  to  the  system  in  the  Old  Country  of 
having  universities  represented.  Here  there  is 
no  university  with  a  roll  large  enough  to  be  re- 
presented ;  but,  in  the  way  of  having  another  ele- 
ment in  our  representative  Chamber,  I  should  have 
been  very  happy  to  give  the  lawyers  an  oppor- 
tunity of  being  represented :  but,  as  there  are  so 
many  of  them  in  the  House  at  the  present  time, 
perhaps  further  representation  of  that  profession 
is  not  required.  I  should  like,  however,  to  see 
the  educational  bodies  represented.  The  medical 
profession  I  should  be  very  happy  to  see  repre- 
sented. No  doubt  in  our  deliberations  we  should 
Mr.  HUlop 


materially  benefit  if  we  had  a  person  specially 
sent  here  to  represent  the  medical  profession,  as 
he  could  give  us  the  benefit  of  his  advice  on  sani- 
tary matters  generally.  But,  coming  to  that  por- 
tion of  the  Bill  regaining  the  Native  race,  I  agree 
most  fully  with  what  has  been  said,  that  the 
Natives  ought  to  have  equal  privileges  with  the 
Europeans,  but  at  the  same  time  they  ought  to 
have  equal  responsibilities.  This  is  not  the  first 
time  I  have  said  this.  When  I  have  spoken  on 
the  subject  I  have  always  said  the  same  thing. 
Until  1  see  the  new  Bill  proposing  to  ^ve  the 
Maoris  special  representation,  I  should  be  inclined 
to  support  the  placing  of  the  Natives  on  exactly 
the  same  footing  as  Europeans ;  but,  in  that  case, 
I  will  vote  against  the  special  representation.  I 
believe  that  special  representation  must  be  of  tbe 
very  greatest  injury  to  the  Natives  themselves. 
I  will  not  say  a  word  to  offend  those  Maori 
members;  but,  sitting  as  they  all  do  in  one 
comer,  they  are  very  much  under  the  influence 
of  their  interpreter,  and  under  the  influence  of 
the  Native  Minister  of  the  day.  I  thuik  that  is 
bad  for  the  House,  and  bad  also  for  the  Native 
race.  If  this  special  representation  is  to  be 
extended,  we  shall  have  a  phalanx  in  this 
House  absolutely  irresistible,  and  of  a  very  dan- 
gerous character  —  injurious  to  this  country  and 
to  the  deliberations  of  the  House.  Now,  if  the 
Maoris  were  to  be  given  equal  privileges  and  sub- 
jected to  equal  responsibilities  with  the  Euro- 
peans, we  should  have  a  number  of  honorable 
gentlemen  appearing  in  our  debates  in  different 
ways  and  with  various  methods  of  thought,  which 
would  be  preferable  to  any  further  extension  of 
the  present  system  of  Maori  representation  in 
this  House.  Whilst  to  a  great  extent  represent- 
ing the  views  of  the  Maori  race,  the  members 
elected  in  the  manner  I  suggest  would  be  able  to 
take  a  more  general  view  of  things,  and  the 
Maoris  would  be  much  better  represented.  I 
should  be  inclined  to  vote  for  placing  the  Natives 
on  exactly  the  same  footing  as  Europeans,  as  I 
believe  that  by  this  methoid  the  North  Island 
will  get  a  fairer  share  of  representation  than  it 
can  get  under  any  other  set  of  circumstances.  I 
think,  also,  that  the  legislation  which  has  passed 
during  many  years,  exempting  Natives  from  the 
payment  of  rates  and  various  liabilities,  will  re- 
ceive its  death-blow  when  we  put  them  on  ex- 
actly the  same  footing  as  ourselves.  I  do  not 
beUeve  it  will  be  tolerated  that  they  should  have 
exactly  the  same  privileges  but  not  the  same 
responsibilities  as  Europeans.  I  believe,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  that  the  repeal  of  this  special 
legislation  for  the  Maoris  will  tend  more  to 
break  down  the  exclusiveness  of  the  Native 
people,  and  to  bring  about  a  fusion  of  the  races, 
than  we  could  accomplish  by  any  other  means. 
There  is  another  feature  in  the  Bill  of  which  I 
cannot  approve.  The  5th  subsection  of  clause  2 
says  that  no  alien  shall  be  entitled  to  be  regis- 
tered. Now,  I  am  in  favour  of  treating  an 
alien  on  exactly  the  same  footing  as  an  English- 
man. I  really  do  not  know  why  a  man  who 
comes  from  France  or  Germany  should  not  pos- 
sess the  same  privileges  as  anybody  else.  Wnen 
he  comes  here  he  ceases  to  be  a  German  or  » 
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Frenclixnan,  and  is  a  New  S^lander  ;  And  surely 
he  possesses  the  same  feelings  and  desires  as  all 
the  other  people  of  the  country.  It  is  suggested 
to  me  that  he  should  be  naturalized.  I  would 
let  it  be  understood  that  as  soon  as  he  puts 
his  foot  upon  the  shores  of  this  colony  he  is 
naturalized,  as  he  has  all  the  responsibilities,  and 
should  have  all  the  privileges,  of  the  British 
immigrant.  Another  honorable  gentleman  asks 
me,  "  What  about  the  Chinese  ?  "  Well,  I  would 
say  that  I  would  specially  exempt  the  Chinese.  I 
heard  a  good  deal  about  them  during  my  election, 
and  I  wish  to  guard  myself  against  the  suspicion 
of  the  slightest  sympathy  with  Chinamen.  I 
had  to  address  many  public  meetings,  where  I 
was  severely  catechized  about  some  injudicious 
remarks  I  once  made  in  this  House  upon  that 
subject.  I  do  not  put  Chinese  on  a  footing  with 
Europeans ;  but,  if  every  man  is  to  be  entitled 
to  a  vote  in  this  country,  I  cannot  see  why  we 
should  set  one  European  against  another.  When 
the  proper  time  comes,  I  shall  certainly  object  to 
the  term  "  alien  "  being  applied  to  any  European. 
These  are  the  only  points  I  wish  to  remark  upon, 
but  I  hope  that  Ministers  themselves  will  see 
their  way  to  accept  some  suggestion  which  would 
do  away  with  special  Maori  representation. 

Major  TB  WHEORO.— I  should  like  to  say 
something  about  subsection  (4)  of  clause  2,  which 
aflects  the  Maori  race.     I  do  not  see  upon  what 

f-ounds  the  Maori  vote  should  be  taken  away, 
do  not  think  it  should  be  done  before  a  Bill  is 
brought  down  to  amend  the  special  representation 
which  the  Maoris  have  at  present.  That  Bill 
should  be  decided  before  we  discuss  this  one. 
Then,  as  to  the  dual  vote,  I  do  not  see  what 
benefit  the  Maoris  derive  from  that.  One  of  the 
votes  goes  to  the  Europeans ;  and  why  should  the 
Europeans  grumble  ?  I  see  several  members  of 
this  Uouse  who  were  voted  for  by  the  Maoris,  so 
that  it  is  no  special  advantage  to  the  Maoris.  I 
say  that  the  Maoris  should  continue  to  vote  for 
the  Europeans  until  you  give  them  increased 
representation.  I  do  not  think  we  are  yet  on  the 
same  footing.  I  see  something  in  another  Bill  to 
the  efiect  that  the  Maori  has  to  give  some  writing 
and  consent  before  he  is  registered  as  an  elector. 
Why  should  this  be  so  ?  Why  should  you  be  so 
hard  on  the  Maori,  and  take  away  his  vote,  con- 
sidering the  number  of  years  he  has  been  pos- 
sessed of  it?  If  you  give  the  Maori  increased 
representation,  I  should  not  object  to  your  taking 
away  his  other  vote.  When  the  Bill  goes  into 
Committee,  I  shall  ask  that  the  Maori  Repre- 
sentation Bill  be'  brought  on  first  for  considera- 
tion. As  to  what  the  honorable  member  for 
Napier  (Captain  Rudsell)  said  about  the  Maori 
members  being  under  the  influence  of  the  inter- 
preters and  the  Native  Minister,  I  wish  to  tell 
him  that  we  are  not.  If  it  had  been  so,  we 
should  have  been  on  the  GK)vemment  side  long 
ago  with  the  Native  Minister.  I  was  sent  into 
this  House  to  do  certain  things,  and  neither  the 
Native  Minister  nor  the  interpreter  will  influence 
me  one  way  or  the  other.  I  shall  have  more  to 
say  with  regard  to  this  Bill  when  it  goes  into 
Committee. 
Mr.  GHSBORNK.--There  might  be  found  to 


be  pome  force  in  the  observation  of  the  Premier 
with  regard  to  the  number  of  persons  on  the 
electoral  rolls  of  the  colony  if  we  had  the  infor- 
mation I  asked  for  yesterday  as  to  the  number 
of  those  persons  whose  names  appear  more  than 
once  on  the  electoral  rolls.  I  believe  there  is  a 
much  greater  multiplicity  of  the  same  names  on 
the  electoral  rolls  of  New  Zealand  than  there  is 
in  the  case  of  any  of  the  Australian  Colonies; 
and,  although  it  might  have  been  difficult  to 
obtain  the  information,  I  still  think  the  bands  of 
clerks  who  are  daily  engaged  poring  over  sheaves 
of  telegrams  and  piles  of  papers,  hunting  up  sup- 
posititious scandals,  might  be  better  engaged  on 
this  work.  The  honorable  member's  comparison 
as  to  the  number  of  adults  on  the  rolls  of  the 
respective  colonies  is  useless  without  a  statement , 
showing  the  names  of  those  persons  who  appear 
more  than  once  on  the  roUs.  As  to  duplicate 
voting,  I  was  for  a  long  time  of  opinion  that  pro- 
perty should  be  represented,  and  that  a  person 
shoidd  not  only  have  a  vote  in  the  electoral  dis- 
trict in  which  he  resides,  but  that  he  should  also 
have  a  vote  in  respect  of  property  which  he  might 
hold  in  another  electoral  district.  I  may  say  that 
what  I  have  seen  in  this  country  has  much  shaken 
that  opinion.  I  see  persons  in  the  towns  holding 
a  little  land  for  speculative  purposes  in  another 
district,  and  when  an  election  comes  on  they 
swoop  down  by  special  train  on  a  particular  dis- 
trict and  swamp  the  votes  of  the  residents  in  that 
district.  H  you  reduce  the  qualification  as  you 
propose  to  do,  you  aggravate  that  abuse.  Then, 
again,  we  come  to  another  difficulty  in  under- 
standing these  Bills,  from  the  fact  that  they  are 
brought  in  in  sectional  pieces.  The  honorable 
member  for  the  Wellington  Country  District  says 
that  this  Bill  gives  property  the  right  of  voting ; 
but  he  is  evidently  not  aware  that  another  Bill 
which  is  not  yet  before  us  provides  that  at  a 
general  election  a  person  may  be  asked  whether 
he  has  voted  before  at  that  general  election,  and 
of  course  if  he  has  he  cannot  vote  in  the  particu- 
lar district  in  which  he  holds  the  property  quali- 
fication. Therefore  that  maintenance  of  the 
property  franchise  is  materially  qualified.  I  am 
not  prepared  to  say  that  that  is  not  a  reasonable 
solution  of  the  question  ;  but  I  would  go  a  little 
further.  While  I  would  not  confine  the  franchise 
altogether  to  manhood  suffrage,  I  would  say  that, 
not  only  at  general  elections,  but  if  an  election 
occurs  during  the  whole  period  of  the  Parlia- 
ment, if  a  person  has  voted  at  a  general  election 
in  virtue  of  his  property  or  residence  qualification 
he  should  not  be  allowed  to  vote  again  for  the 
district  in  which  an  election  took  place  unless  it 
is  the  district  in  which  he  has  resided  and  voted 
previously.  Otherwise,  you  give  him  a  double 
vote  at  other  elections  besides  the  general  elec- 
tion. Supposing  that  before  a  dissolution  of 
Parliament  or  the  period  of  its  expiration  arrives 
another  election  occurs  in  a  district  in  which  he 
does  not  reside  and  has  not  voted,  but  in  which 
he  has  a  property  qualification,  then  he  should 
not  have  a  vote  in  that  district.  I  am  not  pre- 
pared altogether  to  say  that  property  shall  not 
have  electoral  rights;  but  1  am  prepared  to 
go  so  far  as  to  say  that,  if  a  man  has  voted  once, 
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he  shall  not  be  allowed  to  Tote  again  in  another 
district  in  regard  to  his  property  qualification. 
I  confess  I  do  not  quite  understand  the  proTisions 
with  regai*d  to  the  Natire  vote ;  for  here,  again, 
we  are  thrown  into  a  difficulty  by  the  way  in 
which  these  Bills  have  been  brought  before  us. 
By  this  Bill  we  are  asked  to  disfranchise  the 
Natives,  and  we  are  not  told  what  we  are  to  give 
them  instead.  I  say,  then,  that  before  we  allow 
this  Bill  to  go  into  Committee  we  ought  to  know 
what  the  Government  proposes  to  do  in  that 
respect.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that,  if  a  Native 
has  a  Crown  grant  for  his  property,  he  shall  not 
be  able  to  qualify  himself  as  an  elector  ?  Is  that 
the  effect  of  this  Bill  P  If  so,  then  I  say  it  is 
most  unfair  and  unjust.  A  Native  may  buy  pro- 
perty from  the  Crown,  and  obtain  a  Crown  grant 
for  it  just  as  a  European  does,  and  yet  he  is  not 
to  be  allowed  to  qualify  himself  as  an  elector, 
although  his  tenure  of  that  property  is  tlie  same 
as  a  European's.  Then  we  come  to  the  question 
included  in  another  Bill  of  special  representation. 
"What  is  that  special  representation  ?  It  is  repre- 
sentation accorded  solely  to  the  Maori  popula- 
tion. I  say  that  special  representation  is  an  evil, 
and  we  ought,  if  possible,  to  mitigate  it.  Instead 
of  that,  you  draw  a  hard-and-fast  line  between 
the  two  races  by  saying  that  the  Natives  shall  not 
vote  as  Europeans,  but  shall  have  a  special  repre- 
sentation ;  and  you  provide  no  bridge  across  that 
valley  which  you  make  between  them.  Then, 
what  does  the  honorable  member  for  Napier  say  ? 
He  says,  *'Givo  them  the  same  right  as  Euro- 
peans." Does  he  mean  that,  as  residents  in  the 
country,  they  shall  vote  as  Europeans  do  as  resi- 
dents ?  Why,  if  so,  you  would  swamp  mauy 
European  electorates.  We  have  heard  a  great 
deal  of  talk  about  swamping  the  European  elec- 
torates because  the  Maoris  were  to  be  permitted 
to  vote  on  their  communal  rights.  We  have 
heard  it  said  that  the  greatest  cvUs  would  arise  if 
you  gave  them  a  right  to  vote  on  their  communal 
title,  although  the  land  had  passed  through  the 
Native  Land  Court.  But  what  does  the  honorable 
member  for  Napier  propose?  He  proposes  to 
give  them  a  vote  in  virtue  of  their  residence. 
Under  that  plea  the  evils  would  be  immensely 
aggravated,  because  every  Native  is  a  resident  in 
the  country.  I  think  it  is  a  mistake  to  say  that 
you  must  either  give  them  the  same  rights  as 
Europeans  or  else  give  them  special  representa- 
tion. I  think  there  is  another  course — a  third 
course — a  middle  course,  which,  we  have  been 
taught,  is  the  safest.  We  recognize  that  the  Na- 
tives, from  circumstances  to  which  I  need  not  now 
allude,  are  not  as  yet  qualified  to  exercise  the 
iranchise  in  the  same  manner  as  Europeans  ; 
and,  in  proof  of  that,  I  may  refer  to  the  arguments 
used  by  the  present  Colonial  Treasurer  l^t  year. 
On  the  other  hand,  I  contend  that  to  say  they 
should  have  nothing  but  special  representation 
is  to  still  more  divide  the  two  races,  whom  it 
should  be  our  object  to  amalgamate  in  respect 
of  electoral  qualifications,  so  that  gradually  they 
shall  approach  each  other  and  grow  into  one.  I 
say,  the  way  to  bring  that  about  would  be  to  do 
ae  we  proposed  to  do  last  session  when  we  were 
in  office — to  say  that,  when  a  Native  has  an  in- 
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dividual  Crown  grant  solely  to  himself,  and  when 
he  pays  rates,  he  should  be  able  to  vote  in  virtue 
of  that  property.  On  the  other  hand,  as  there 
ai-e  many  Natives  not  in  that  position,  they 
should  have,  to  the  present  limited  extent,  spe- 
cial representation ;  but  both  should  be  adjusted 
towards  each  other  so  that  special  representa- 
tion should  be  from  year  to  ye^ir  less  necessary, 
until  gradually — and  it  would  be  in  a  short  time, 
I  believe — the  Natives  should  not  have  any  special 
representation,  but  should  exercise  their  electoral 
powers  in  the  same  way  as  Europeans.  I  say 
the  present  proposals  of  the  Q-overnment  do  not 
provide  for  that.  They  widen  the  breach  be-  • 
tween  the  two  races  instead  of  approximating 
them.  I  shall  not  oppose  the  second  reading  of 
this  Bill,  but  I  hope  in  Committee  such  altera- 
tions will  be  made  in  this  and  the  other  electoral 
measures  proposed  by  the  G-ovemment  as  will 
tend  to  attain  the  objects  I  have  pointed  out. 

Mr.  READER  WOOD.— I  think  the  debate, 
so  far  as  it  has  gone,  has  shown  that  the  whole 
of  this  question  is  surrounded  with  difficulties 
that  perhaps  in  the  first  instance  did  not  make 
their  appearance.  I  think  it  would  have  been 
conducive  to  clearness,  and  would  have  saved 
time,  if,  in  introducing  tliese  measures  of  electoral 
reform,  the  subject  had  been  approached  in  the 
first  instance  by  a  series  of  resolutions  in  a  simple 
form,  instead  of  laying  before  ut  all  these  BiUs 
that  hang  and  depend  so  much  on  each  other ; 
so  that,  as  the  honorable  member  for  Akaroa 
says,  he  is  utterly  unable  to  vote  for  this  Bill 
until  he  knows  in  what  form  another  is  to  pass. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— No;  until  the  Minia- 
try  have  explained  what  they  propose  to  do  by 
those  Bills. 

Mr.  READER  WOOD.— It  is  not  what  the 
Ministry  would  do :  it  is  the  way  in  which  the 
House  would  pass  the  Bills.  Kaowing  what  the 
Ministry  would  do  or  propose  to  do  would  not 
help  us  much.  What  we  want  to  know  is,  how 
these  measures  will  come  out  when  they  hare 
passed  through  the  House.  I  am  by  no  means 
certain  that  it  would  not  be  better  even  now 
to  introduce  resolutions  affecting  the  whole 
series  of  these  Bills.  I  myself  once  made  au 
attempt  to  do  something  of  this  sort — in  1874 ; 
and,  if  the  House  will  permit  me,  I  will  read  the 
simple  resolutions  I  proposed,  and  I  will  tell  the 
House  the  way  in  which  those  resolutions  were 
received.  In  1874  a  Bill  called  the  Qualification 
of  Electors  Bill  was  introduced  by  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Reynolds ;  and  on  the  second  reading  of  that  Bill 
I  gave  notice  that  I  should  move  the  following 
resolutions  : — 

"  1 .  In  the  opinion  of  this  House,  it  ia  advisable 
tlmt  the  laws  relating  to  elections,  the  conduct  of 
elections,  and  the  franchise,  be  consolidated. 

'*  2.  That  the  electoral  franchise  be  extended  to 
all  male  persons  of  twenty-one  years  of  aee  who 
have  resided  six  months  in  the  colony.  Special 
provisions  to  be  made  for  Natives. 

"  3.  That  any  member  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives who  shall  bo  appointed  by  His  Excel- 
lency the  Governor  a  member  of  the  Executive 
Council  of  the  colony  should  at  once  vacate  hi» 
seat,  but  be  eligible  for  re-election. 
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"  4.  That  proTision  be  made  for  the  more  speedy 
issue  of  writs  in  cases  of  vacancies  occurring  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  during  the  recess. 

"  5.  That  the  duration  of  Parhaments  be  limited 
to  three  years  instead  of  five  as  at  present,  and 
that  the  same  limit  be  made  applicable  to  Pro- 
vincial Councils." 

Sir,  you  have  here  in  pelto  almost  the  whole 
of  the  liberal  measures  that  are  now  before  the 
House  and  the  country.  And  when  I  proposed 
these  resolutions  in  1874,  what  was  the  answer 
made  to  me  ?  I  was  told  that  I  was  a  Chartist, 
and  these  were  the  five  points  of  the  Charter; 
and  what  does  the  House  suppose  was  done  to 
prevent  me  bringiog  forward  these  resolutions  and 
discussing  them  ?  The  Qualification  of  Electors 
Bill  was  withdrawn.  I  gave  notice  that  I  should 
move  the  resolutions  to  traverse  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  Bill,  but  it  was  withdrawn,  and  I  could 
find  no  support  in  the  House.  But  events  in 
colonies  march  quickly,  and  I  am  gkd  now  to  see 
both  sides  of  this  House  unanimous  in  their  sup- 
port of  these  measures.  It  is  only  on  the  question 
of  details  that  there  will  be  any  difierence.  Now, 
in  regard  to  those  questions  of  detail,  it  does 
appear  to  me  that  there  is  very  considerable  diffi- 
culty. I  will  read  to  the  House  from  the  speech 
1  then  wade : — 

"  The  principle  of  this  Bill  is  that  every  man 
who  is  called  upon  in  this  country  to  obey  the 
laws,  to  pay  taxes,  and  to  perform  with  propriety 
the  ordinary  duties  of  life,  has  a  right  to  a  voice 
in  the  election  of  those  who  impose  the  taxes  and 
make  the  laws." 

There  lies,  as  it  appears  to  me,  the  simple  prin- 
ciple which  should  guide  us.  We  here  are  the 
representatives  of  the  people,  not  the  representa- 
tives of  property  in  any  shape  or  form.  The  people 
send  us  here  with  vast  powers  to  make  laws 
for  them.  They  tell  us  we  may  put  our  hands  in 
their  pockets  to  a  certain  extent — or,  rather,  to 
any  extent  we  like.  We  have  a  v  >st  responsibility 
on  us ;  and  I  say  it  is  these  people  whom  we  tax, 
for  whom  we  make  laws,  and  whose  liberties  wo 
to  a  certain  extent  restrict  by  those  laws— it  is 
these  people  who  ought  to  elect  u«».  Therefore  I 
have  no  difficulty  in  saying,  with  regard  to  this 
Ist  subsection  of  the  2ud  clause,  that  I  see  no 
necessity  whatever  for  it.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Totara  had  a  similar  objection  to  it,  but 
if  I  understood  him  rightly  he  said  the  objection 
might  possibly  be  got  over  by  the  section  of  the 
Regulation  of  Elections  Act  to  which  the  honor- 
able member  for  Grey  and  Bell  referred,  and 
under  which  the  Returning  Officer  miglit  ask 
the  elector,  "Have  you  voted  before  in  this 
election  or  not?"  But  that  does  not  apply  to 
occasions  when  the  question  is  not  put;  and 
very  probably  it  would  not  be  put  often.  It 
is  not  compulsory  on  the  Returning  Officer  to  put 
the  question,  and  he  would  only  put  it  when 
he  was  asked  to  do  so.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
many  occasions  would  arise  wlteu  electors  would 
exercise  duplicate  and  triplicate  votes.  With 
regard  to  the  £25  freehold  quaUfication,  I  quite 
agree  with  the  remark  mude  that  it  is  simply 
a  scheme  for  creating  faggot  votes.  Anybody 
oonld  buy  a  vote  in  perpetuity  by  purchasing 


a  few  acres  in  a  district;  and  who  could  say 
whether  that  land  was  worth  £25  or  not  ?  The 
property  qualification  nt  present  is  a  freehold  es- 
tate of  £50  value ;  and  I  do  not  know  of  a  single 
case  where  the  value  of  the  property  on  which  a 
person  claimed  to  vote  ha^  been  questioned.  If 
he  holds  a  bit  of  land  anywhere,  only,  we  will  say, 
as  big  as  this  room,  in  an  out-district,  and  sends 
in  a  claim  to  vote  upon  it,  tlmt  claim  is  almost 
invariably  recognized.  In  the  district  from  which 
I  come  I  do  not  know  of  a  single  instance  in 
which  the  valuation  has  been  questioned.  There- 
fore I  think  the  House  may  very  reasonably 
strike  out  tins  subsection,  and  accept  solely 
the  principle  that  a  Inan  has  a  right  to  vote 
simply  because  he  is  a  man,  because  he  is  com- 
pelled to  obey  the  laws,  and  because  he  is  com- 
pelled to  pay  taxes.  Coming  to  subsection  (2),  I 
do  not  know  what  to  say,  1  am  sure ;  but  it 
appears  to  nie  that  it  is  ambiguous  in  every  line 
and  almost  in  every  word.  The  subsection  says, 
'*  Every  man  who  has  resided  for  one  year  in  the 
colony."  What  is  the  meaning  of  the  word 
"residence"?  I  do  not  know  whether  any  of 
the  lawyers  here  will  be  able  to  tell  me  its  mean- 
ing. I  believe,  ou  many  oocapions  that  word  has 
been  the  cause  of  a  vast  variety  of  lawsuits,  and 
whether  it  is  definitely  settled  or  not  I  do  not 
happen  to  know.  There  is  no  interpretation 
clause  here.  There  will  be  no  end  of  difficulty 
unless  A  word  of  greater  precision  is  used.  I 
expect  every  one  of  us  attending  Parliament 
might  be  disqualified  if  we  tried  to  get  our  names 
on  the  roll  on  the  ground  of  having  lived  six 
months  in  the  electoral  district  in  which  we  claim 
to  vote.  Suppose  a  man  is  away  on  business  for 
thi-eo  months  in  the  year,  will  tliat  invalidate  his 
qualification  to  vote  ?  It  ought  not  to  do  so.  In 
my  opinion  the  period  of  one  year  is  too  long.  I 
would  limit  it  to  six  months,  and  make  the  resi- 
dence apply,  not  to  a  particular  district,  but  to  the 
whole  colony  ;  and  then  let  a  inan  be  put  on  the 
roll  of  any  district  in  the  colony  that  he  chooses. 
That,  I  think,  will  simplify  the  thing,  and  take 
away  the  difficulty  I  have  just  mentioned.  Now 
we  come  to  the  difficulty  witli  reference  to  the 
Native  vote.  There  is  no  doubt  that  is  a  very 
great  difficulty.  If  you  strike  out  subsection  (4), 
every  Native  under  subsection  (2)  will  have  a 
right  to  a  vote,  and  that  will,  to  a  large  extent, 
swamp  the  European  population  and  electorate. 
If,  on  the  other  hand,  you  do  not  strike  this  out, 
it  appears  to  me  you  are  depriving  the  Natives  of 
a  right  to  which  they  are  just  as  much  entitled  as 
we  are  ourselves.  If  a  Native,  for  instance,  pur- 
chases a  piece  of  land  anywhere  now,  under  a 
Crown  grant,  he  has  a  right  to  vote,  ho  is  a  quali- 
fied elector;  and  many  of  the  rolls  are  full  of 
such  voters.  In  the  Electoral  District  of  Wai- 
temata,  for  instance,  there  are  thirty  or  forty 
qualified  Native  electors  on  the  roll.  I  ask,  why 
should  they  be  prevented  from  having  a  vote  for  a 
European  candidate  for  this  Parliament  if  they 
have  precisely  the  same  qualification  as  any  Euro- 
pean in  the  district  ?  There  is  no  doubt  that  those 
thingi  require  great  eonsi.leration.  I  do  not  know 
in  regard  to  this  Native  matter  the  best  course  to 
pursue.    It  seems  full  of  difficulty.     I  should  like 
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to  hear  a  great  deal  more  about  it  from  persons 
qualified  to  speak,  before  I  make  up  my  mind. 
But  with  regard  to  subsection  (1),  doiug  away 
"with  the  property  qualification,  I  haye  certainly 
made  up  my  mind  to  do  away  with  it  altogether. 
With  regard  to  subsection  (2),  it  seems  to  me  that 
a  year  is  too  long;  in  the  second  place,  the 
language  requires  to  be  simplified,  so  that  every 
one  may  understand  distinctly  what  "  residence  " 
means.  I  do  not  apprehend  that  in  the  minds 
of  the  Government,  or  of  members  of  the  House, 
it  can  mean  absolute  uninterrupted  residence — 
that  a  man  should  take  oath  that  he  slept  in  his 
own  house  every  night  for  six  months.  It  could 
not  mean  that ;  and,  if  it  does  not  mean  that,  I  do 
not  know  what  it  means.  Some  simpler  language 
should  be  used. 

Mr.  TAWHAI. — I  wish  to  say  something  with 
regard  to  thiB  Bill,  in  which  it  says  that  the 
Maori  vote  shall  be  taken  away.  I  seek  for  the 
reason  why  the  Maori  should  not  be  entitled  to  a 
vote  of  this  kind.  With  regard  to  the  electoral 
roll,  it  is  a  privilege  afforded  us  by  our  Queen. 
Those  rights  were  vested  in  us  by  the  Treaty  of 
Waitangi  in  1840.  At  the  present  lime  Eu- 
ropean loyal  subjects  wish  to  deprive  us,  who 
are  also  loyal  subjects,  of  those  rights  and  pri- 
vileges conferred  upon  us  by  the  Queen.  In 
that  treaty  it  said  that  both  races  in  this  Island 
should  be  under  the  one  rule — under  the  English 
rule  —  and  that  the  Maoris  were  to  be  looked 
upon  as  loyal  subjects.  Now,  when  I  see  that 
an  attempt  is  being  made  to  deprive  us  of  those 
rights  and  privileges,  to  haye  our  names  ex- 
punged from  the  electoral  rolls,  I  begin  to  con- 
sider you  wish  to  bring  about  a  division  between 
the  two  races  by  taking  away  frOm  us  those 
privileges  to  which  we  are  entitled.  My  own 
desire  is,  that  this  should  not  be;  that  we 
should  bo  allowed  to  have  this  vote ;  and  that 
we  may  be  always  called  loyal  subjects  of 
the  Queen.  I  think  witlun  myself,  and  I  ask 
myself  the  reason  why  this  attempt  is  being 
made  to  deprive  us  of  it.  Perhaps  we,  the 
Maoris,  have  seriously  injured  somebody  through 
having  that  vote.  I  do  not  know  what  the  cause 
can  be.  We,  the  people  who  inhabit  the  north 
part  of  tliis  Island,  are  all  loyal  subjects  and 
true,  and,  as  such,  I  find  we  are  going  to  be 
debarred  from  exercising  our  rights.  From 
what  I  can  gather  from  the  several  expressious 
that  have  fallen  from  members  in  thb  House, 
my  idea  is  this :  that  people  coming  from  other 
parts,  and  only  remaining  in  this  colony  for  one 
year,  become  entitled  at  once  to  a  vote  ;  but,  on 
the  other  hand,  we  who  are  the  owners  of  New 
Zealand,  to  whom  the  country  belongs,  are  not  to 
have  our  names  on  the  roll.  With  regard  to  the 
rates,  a  great  deal  has  been  said  about  Maoris  not 
paying  rales.  What  rates?  I  know  perfectly 
well  that  there  are  several  Maoris  who  pay 
County  Council  rates.  Can  you  expect  that  a 
people  like  the  Maori  race,  who  do  not  possess 
the  amount  of  knowledge  you  people  do,  who 
were  not  full  of  knowledge  durmg  the  time  of 
their  ancestors,  who  hare  just  had  an  opportunity 
of  gaining  that  knowledge,  should  be  subject  to  tlie 
same  liabilities  as  the  Europeans  ?  I  have  come 
Mr.  Reader  Wood 


to  the  conclusion  in  my  mind,  after  thinking 
over  it,  that  the  object  you  people  have  in  taking 
away  this  vote  from  the  Maori  people  is  to 
make  us  like  a  dog  that  walks  along  the  street — 
without  land,  homeless,  and  without  anything. 
I  can  inform  this  House  that  several  European 
members  from  the  Northern  electoral  districts 
have  been  returned  to  this  House  through  the 
Maori  vote.  Perhaps  some  of  those  members 
are  now  turning  round  against  us,  and  are  now 
trying  to  deprive  us  of  this  dual  vote.  But 
do  you  tell  us,  in  what  way  have  we  injured 
you  through  this  vote,  that  you  now  wish  to 
take  it  from  us?  If,  through  our  possessing 
this  vote,  Europeans  have  lost  their  lives  or  their 
lands,  then  you  would  have  some  reason  for 
taking  it  from  us.  For  the  last  five  years, 
to  my  own  knowledge,  this  attempt  has  been 
made  to  take  it  from  the  Maori.  I  can  under- 
stand that  the  object  of  it  is  to  sever  the  two 
races.  If  you  are  able,  or  if  you  manage  to  deny 
them  this  vote,  and  take  it  away  from  them, 
you  might  as  well  abolish  all  laws  that  you 
liave  made  afiecting  the  Maoris.  Why  I  speak 
in  this  strain  is  because  I  am  very  sad  on  account 
of  this  vote  being  taken  away  from  us — a  thing 
which  we  have  been  desiring  for  some  time,  and 
which  we  desire  still.  If  you  are  strong  in  keep- 
ing away  from  us  the  right  of  voting,  I  simply 
say  this :  that  some  great  trouble  will  arise  in  the 
northern  part  of  this  Island.  If  you  take  awaj 
this  right  from  us  as  loyal  subjects,  I  will  say 
now  that  the  roads  in  that  part  of  the  country 
will  be  stopped.  This  trouble  will  not  arise  \i 
this  vote  is  left  to  the  Maori,  but  I  believe  it  will 
arise  if  it  is  taken  from  us.  I  think  it  is  yerj 
fair  and  just  to  allow  the  Maoris  to  retain  this 
vote,  and  to  have  no  alteration  such  as  is  pro- 
posed.    That  is  all  I  have  to  say. 

Mr.  TOMOANA  — Sir,  I  have  not  many  words 
to  say.  My  first  word  is  this :  that  this  will  not 
finally  decide  the  Bill,  as  far  as  the  Premier  is 
concerned.  He  knows  perfectly  well  what  he  is 
doing  in  introducing  this  Bill  to  the  House,  and 
I  believe  in  my  own  mind  that  he  will  consent  to 
this  Bill  being  withdrawn.  I  should  like  to  see 
the  Maori  Kepreseutation  Bill  dealt  with  before 
this  Bill.  Then,  I  think,  we  can  arrange  with 
regard  to  this  one,  and  make  any  alterations  that 
may  be  necessary. 

Mr.  BEETHAM.  —  Sir,  in  speaking  to  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  I  shall  address  my- 
self more  particularly  to  the  remarks  made  by 
the  Native  members.  The  honorable  member  for 
the  Northern  Maori  District  (Mr.  Tawhai)  mar 
possibly  not  have  made  himself  acquainted  with 
the  proceedings  of  this  House  during  the  session 
of  1878.  At  the  commencement  of  that  session, 
tiie  Maori  members  of  this  House  met  together ; 
they  had  a  caucus  of  their  own,  and  they  ar- 
ranged amongst  themselves  that  there  should  be 
one  vote  for  the  Natives  and  one  vote  for  the 
Europeans.  I  will  quote  shortly  what  the  late 
honorable  member  for  the  Southern  Maori  Dis- 
trict (Mr.  Taiaroa)  said  on  this  subject.  He 
said, — 

"  The  Maoris  have  met,  and  they  have  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  it  would  be  better  that 
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there  should  be  one  TOte,  with  this  exception  : 
that  Maoris  who  hare  purchased  land  from  the 
Qovernment  and  are  ratepayers  should  be  allowed 
to  have  a  Tote;  but  that  the  Maori  members 
should  be  increased." 

The  honorable  member  for  the  Western  Maori 
District  (Mr.  Hoani  Nahe),  who  was  a  member 
of  the  ExecutiTC  Council,  took  to  a  certain  extent 
the  same  riew.  He  said  that,  although  he  saw 
no  objection  to  their  retaining  the  dual  rote,  he 
would  waive  that  point  if  increased  representa- 
tion  were  given  to  them.  The  honorable  member 
for  the  Northern  Maori  District  (Mr.  Tawiti) 
spoke  as  follows : — 

"  Our  views  have  been  in  the  direction  of  the 
requests  referred  to  us  bj  our  people,  that  there 
should  be  one  vote  given  to  the  Maori  and  one  to 
the  European  ;  because  we  are  not  two  separate 
people:  we  are  children,  elder  brothers  and 
younger  brothers,  fathers  and  sons.  We  hare 
agreed  that  the  Maoris  should  have  their  votes 
and  the  Europeans  their  votes." 

That  referrod  to  a  petition  sent  to  this  House 
in  1878,  bearing  on  this  question  that  there  should 
be  one  vote  for  the  Maoris  and  one  vote  for  tlie 
Europeans.  This  was  certainly  at  that  time  the 
view  of  the  Maori  people,  and  the  view  of  the 
Maori  representatives  in  this  House.  I  am  aware 
that  it  may  be  urged  that  later  in  the  session 
some  of  the  Native  members  were  induced  to 
change  their  minds;  but  at  the  time  I  speak  of 
that  was  the  view  of  the  Native  people.  I  believe 
that  at  the  present  time,  if  the  whole  question 
were  fairly  put  before  the  Natives  of  New  Zea- 
land generally,  they  would  choose  increased  repre- 
sentation for  their  race— an  increase  proportionate 
to  the  representation  of  the  Europeans  in  this 
House — rather  than  continue  this  dual  Maori 
vote.  As  far  as  my  own  district  is  concerned,  I 
can  speak  positively  on  this  point.  I  put  the 
question  clearly  to  the  Natives  on  every  occasion 
that  I  met  them.  I  told  them  that  I  sliould  vote 
aeainst  the  Maori  dual  vote  in  this  House,  but 
that  I  should  vote  for  increased  Maori  repre- 
sentation— representation  proportionate  to  that  of 
the  Europeans.  I  will  now  allude  to  a  clause  in 
the  Maori  Representation  Bill  which  provides  for 
the  proportion  of  Maori  representation.  I  regret 
that  this  Bill  is  not  translated  and  in  the  hands 
of  the  Maori  members ;  but  the  Premier  informs 
me  that  it  will  be  in  their  hands  to-night.  If  it 
had  been  in  their  hands,  I  think  many  of  the 
remarks  made  by  the  Maori  members,  and  which 
I  regretted  to  hear,  would  never  have  been  made. 
I  am  sure  some  of  the  remarks  made  by  Mr. 
Tawhai  would  not  have  been  uttered.  Clause  5 
of  the  Maori  Representation  Bill  provides  that — 

*'  The  number  of  Maori  members  to  be  elected 
for  the  whole  colony  shall  bear  to  the  entire 
number  of  the  members  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives (exclusive  of  the  Maori  members  there- 
of) the  same  proportion  as  the  number  of  regis- 
tered Maori  electors  shall  bear  to  the  entire 
number  of  registered  electors  on  the  rolls  of  the 
several  electoral  districts  of  the  colony  consti- 
tuted for  the  election  of  members  of  the  Eu- 
ropean race." 

It  seemfl  to  me  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the 


G-overument  in  this  case  to  deal  fairly  and  justly 
with  the  Native  race.  I  think  I  can  show  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Northern  Maori  Dis- 
trict— who  I  regret  is  not  in  his  place  at  present 
— that  one  great  reason  why  a  number  of  the 
European  inhabitants  of  New  2^aland  complain 
of  the  present  dual  Native  vote  is  this :  that  the 
registration  of  those  claims  to  vote  has  been  con- 
ducted on  a  principle  which  I  can  only  charac- 
terize as  being  unjust  and  unfair — I  wili  not  use 
stronpjer  terms.  In  support  of  this  view  of  the 
case  I  shall  be  justified  in  reading  a  portion  of 
the  report  of  the  Royal  Commission  that  sat  a 
short  time  ago  at  the  Bay  of  Islands,  the  Com- 
missioner being  the  present  Native  Minister : — 

"  I  have  already  pointed  out  that  Mr.  Lundon*8 
apparent  object  in  getting  up  the  Maori  claims 
was  to  render  the  electoral  roll  more  favourable 
to  himself.  With  that  object  in  view,  it  is  clear 
from  his  own  evidence  that  the  questions  of 
whether  the  claimants  ^ere  qualified,  or  whether 
they  signed  the  claims,  or  whether  the  claims 
were  duly  attested,  were  matters  of  complete 
indifference  to  him  so  long  as  the  supreme  object 
was  gained.  Mr.  Lundon  has  himself  permitted 
a  Native  in  his  presence  to  sign  the  names  of 
twenty  absent  persons  to  electond  claims,  and  has 
caused  the  forms  so  prepared  to  be  taken  away 
to  a  distance  to  be  signed  by  another  person  as 
attesting  witness.  Very  many  of  the  claims  pre- 
ferred were  certainly  never  signed  by  the  persons 
purporting  to  have  signed  them,  and  false  at- 
testation has  been  the  rule,  not  the  exception. 
Raniera  Warerau's  name  appears  as  the  attesting 
witness  on  203  of  the  claims  made  in  1878,  and 
he  admitted  in  evidence  that  he  had  not  seen 
more  than  ten  of  the  claimants  sign  their  names." 

This  is  a  state  of  things  I  think  this  House 
should  not  sit  tamely  under.  I  do  not  refer 
specially  to  the  honorable  member  for  the  Bay 
of  Islands,  but  I  say  it  is  not  advisable,  so  long  as 
the  Native  mind  is  uncultivated  as  at  present,  to 
give  the  dual  vote  to  the  Maoris.  Give  them  a 
fair  proportionate  representation,  and  no  more. 
On  my  alluding  to  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Bay  of  Islands  in  the  quotation  just  read  he  said, 
"Hear,  hear."  He  acknowledged  the  truth  of 
the  statement.  When  he  was  speaking  two  nights 
ago  I  had  in  my  hand  a  paper  purporting  to  be 
an  account  of  a  speech  delivered  by  that  honor- 
able member.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  whether 
it  was  a  correct  report  of  his  speech  or  not,  but 
my  recollection  of  the  report  is  that  the  honor- 
able member  said  this:  "I  stood  by  to  see  these 
claims  made ;  and  I  would  stand  by  to  see  the 
same  thing  again,  or  to  see  a  man  cut  liis  throat 
either."  That  is  a  quotation  from  a  speech  made 
by  the  honorable  member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands. 
He  may  prove  to  be  a  very  good  member  indeed, 
but  I  only  know  this :  that  in  his  speech  a  little 
further  on  he  said  he  was  a  man  to  come  down 
here  and  carry  out  a  swindle  for  the  Auckland 
people.  That  is  the  class  of  person  we  mav  expect 
to  have  brought  into  this  House  if  we  allow  the 
Maoris  to  have  the  dual  vote.  I  shall  on  every 
occasion  oppose  it.  At  the  same  time  I  shall  insist 
that  the  Natives  shall  have  their  full  proportion 
of  representation,  and  I  am  convinced,  whatever 
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may  be  the  views  of  the  members  of  the  Native 
race  at  present  in  this  House,  that  tliey  will  see 
eventually  that  to  be  the  best  polulion  of  the  dif- 
ficulty— that  they  should  have  tlieir  full  proportion 
of  representation.  I  should  not  oppose  the  Na- 
tives having  a  right  to  vote  for  Europeans  if  they 
took  their  full  responf-ibilities — if  they  paid  their 
lates,  as  Europeans  do,  to  the  various  local  bodies. 
I  should  not  then  object  to  their  having  the  right 
to  vote  for  the  election  of  European  members  of 
this  House.  I  was  glad  to  see  that  my  present 
view  is  supported  by  what  was  stated  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Akaroa  in  1878.  He  then 
took  exactly  the  same  view  as  myself ;  and,  if  he 
is  consistent  now,  he  will  support  the  system  of 
representation  which  I  say  I  should  be  prepared 
to  vote  for.  The  honorable  member  for  Akaroa 
stated  very  distinctly  in  1878  that  the  Maoris 
should  have  a  full  proportion  of  representation — 
that  he  did  not  believe  in  the  dual  vote,  but  that 
he  thought,  in  cases  where  they  paid  their  rates, 
and  took  their  responsibilities  as  Europeans,  they 
should  be  allowed  to  vote  for  European  members ; 
and  I  think  most  honorable  members  will  support 
him  in  that.  I  shall  support  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.— I  shall  take  up  a  very  few 
moments,  as  I  see  the  time  is  getting  near  for 
the  dinner  adjournment.  Before  making  any  re- 
marks about  the  Bill  now  under  consideration,  I 
should  like  to  express  the  regret  which  is  pretty 
generally  felt  that  upon  every  question  the 
honorable  member  for  Geraldine  should  make  a 
point  of  saying  something  against  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames  (Sir  G-.  Grey).  It  is 
getting  very  monotonous.  As  in  last  session,  so  in 
this :  there  is  not  an  occasion  allowed  to  pass 
without  an  attempt  being  nmde  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Geraldino  to  hold  the  late  Premier 
up  to  ridicule,  and  he  is  invariably  followed  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Waitaki,  thus  keeping 
up  a  sort  of  triangular  duel,  which  is  becoming 
very  monotonous  indeed.  If  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Geraldino  forgets  the  respect  that  is  due 
to  a  veteran  statesman  like  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  the  Thfimes,  I  think  he  will  see  that  it  is 
time  the  business  of  the  country  should  be  al- 
lowed to  be  carried  on.  In  reference  to  the  Bill 
itself,  I  shall  certainly  move  in  Committee  that 
subsection  (1),  clause  2,  be  struck  out.  I  think  no 
greater  mistake  can  be  made  than  is  there  pro- 
posed. Honorable  members  state  that  if  a  man 
comes  here  and  abides  by  the  law  and  pays  his 
taxes  he  is  thereby  qualified  to  vote  ;  but  there  is 
another  most  important  element  which  they  ap- 
pear to  overlook,  and  that  is,  that  this  man  be- 
comes joint  proprietor  of  the  estate  which  re- 
mains in  the  hands  of  the  Crown.  It  remains 
in  his  hands  by  his  vote  to  decide  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  this  large  estate  shall  be  disposed 
of.  This  is  a  very  large  and  important  question. 
I  shall  move  for  the  striking  of  it  out,  as  it  is 
calculated  to  raise  up  a  number  of  small  voters 
riding  over  the  country  and  swamping  an  elec- 
torate. I  hold  that  it  is  the  man  that  votes,  and 
not  the  property ;  and  for  those  reasons  I  think 
the  Bill  will  be  improved  by  striking  out  that 
particular  clause.  As  to  the  residential  clause,  I 
Mr.  Beetham 


think  it  would  be  a  great  mistake  to  give  a  man 
a  vote  the  moment  he  arrives  in  the  colony.  This 
Bill  is  quite  sufficient :  it  requires  one  year's  resi- 
dence in  the  colony  and  six  months*  residence  in 
a  particular  district  before  he  can  vote.  As  far  as 
the  question  of  the  Natives  is  concerned,  I  hope 
they  may  rest  assured  of  one  thing :  that  honor- 
able members  of  this  House  will  see  that  no  in- 
justice is  done  in  any  shape  or  form.  They  may 
depend  that  honorable  members  will  take  care 
that  all  tiieir  interests,  and  more  than  their 
interests,  shall  be  protected.  I  supported  the 
view  last  session,  and  shall  again,  that,  under 
the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case,  they  have 
a  right  to  this  vote — not  only  to  that  peculiar 
representation  of  themselves,  but  also  that  they 
should  have  a  vote  where  they  are  taxpayers ;  or, 
rather,  that  where  a  Native  holds  a  Crown  grant 
he  is  entitled  to  the  privilege  of  the  franchise. 
It  is  not  my  intention  to  take  up  much  more  of 
the  time  of  the  House.  I  hope  this  Bill  will  soon 
get  into  Committee,  and  that  it  will  be  made  a 
good  and  useful  Bill.  As  to  the  objections  made 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Waitemata,  they 
are  only  such  as  would  occur  to  a  man  of  such 
profound  depth  of  thought  as  himself.  The 
honorable  member  for  Napier  (Captain  Russell) 
was  drawing  a  red-herring  across  the  scent  when 
he  talked  about  members  being  returned  for 
universities.  He  could  not  have  meant  that  any 
university  here,  consisting  of  a  few  members, 
should  be  entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  House.  In 
this  matter  there  can  be  no  comparison  between 
Home  and  this  country.  At  Home  a  great  many 
people  would  not  be  represented  in  any  other 
way ;  but  here  it  is  a  different  thing  :  here  every 
man  resident  in  the  country  will  certainly  have  the 
right  of  voting.  The  honorable  member  for  Wai- 
temata  objects  to  the  Bills  being  brought  down 
piecemeal ;  but  I  think  that  objection  will  hardly 
hold  water.  We  have  the  Bills  before  us.  and 
every  honorable  member  can  form  his  opinions 
better  on  the  subjects  than  if  the  whole  of  them 
were  merged  in  one  general  Act.  I  shall  support 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  and  I  hope  that 
no  time  will  be  lost  in  the  matter,  but  that  this 
question  will  be  at  once  brought  to  an  issue,  and 
the  Bill  placed  on  the  Statute  Book. 

Mr.  TOLE.  —  I  rise  to  support  the  second 
reading,  for  this  reason :  that  a  Bill  of  this 
character  contains  more  or  less  a  principle  which 
all  Liberal  members  of  the  House  have  supported 
at  one  time  or  another.  It  contains  the  prin- 
ciple of  residential  qualification  or  manhood  suf- 
frage. For  that  reason  we  must  support  it ;  but  I 
entirely  deprecate  the  practice  of  bringing  down 
fragmentary  legislation.  It  is  a  very  ingenious 
design — the  object  being  to  slip  through  certain 
Bills,  irrespective  of  other  large  principles  with 
which  the  provisions  of  this  Bill  are  closely  con- 
nected. Some  few  years  ago,  I  remember  Mr. 
Stafford  saying  it  was  impossible  to  give  proper 
consideration  to  the  Bill  then  before  the  House 
—  the  Public  Works  Bill — because  it  referred 
to  other  Bills  intended  to  be  passed.  This  Bill 
says  that  people  shall  be  registered  in  accord- 
ance with  a  Bill  intended  to  be  passed.  It  is 
impossible  to  say  whether  that  Bill  will  be  pa98e4 
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or  not ;  and  therefore  it  would  have  been  much 
better  to  bring  down  a  Bill  containing  the  prin- 
ciple of  registration,  qualification  of  electors, 
&C.,  so  that  the  whole  measure  could  bo  con- 
sidered as  a  whole,  and  not  piecemeal.  It  is 
unfair  to  the  House  to  ask  it  to  consider  the 
qualification  of  electors  apart  from  other  matters 
necessarily  connected  with  it.  The  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames  referred  rery  properly 
to  the  inartistic  way  in  which  the  Bill  is  drawn. 
It  is  true  that  the  Attorney-General  was  called 
to  Wellington  very  hastily  to  take  a  seat  in  the 
Ministry,  and  that  therefore  he  had  Tery  hur- 
riedly to  gather  these  Bills  together,  readjust  the 
Tarious  clauses,  and  split  them  up  into  suitable 
pieces.  I  think  it  an  improper  way  of  bring- 
ing legislation  before  the  House.  For  instance, 
speaking  of  the  drafting,  clause  3  says,  "  Every 
man  registered  as  an  elector,  but  no  other  person, 
is  qualified  to  be  elected  a  member  for  any  elec- 
toral district  within  the  colony."  I  do  not  know 
of  any  Interpretation  Act  which  defines  what  a 
"member"  is  to  be.  The  word  "member"  does 
not  necessarily  imply  a  member  of  this  House. 

Mr.  HALL. — There  are  the  words,  "for  any 
electoral  district  within  the  colony." 

Mr.  TOLE. — This  is  an  instance  of  the  loose 
way  in  which  the  Bill  is  drawn.  With  regard  to 
the  question  of  Maori  representation,  all  I  have 
to  say  is  this :  I  believe  that  logically  the  dual 
Yote  cannot  fairly  be  maintained;  but  I  think, 
as  a  question  of  expediency,  that  the  Native  race, 
more  especially  at  a  critical  time  like  the  pre- 
sent, should  be  allowed  to  exercise  the  dual  vote, 
particularly  if  they  pay  rates.  I  agree  that  the 
privilege  should  carry  with  it  the  responsibility 
of  paying  ratos.  I  understand  from  a  Maori 
member  who  spoke  a  little  while  ago  that  some 
of  the  Maoris  do  pay  rat«s,  and  therefore  they 
are  entitled  to  a  great  deal  of  credit  for  adhering 
to  what  they  suppose  is  the  law.  In  1876  the 
Attomey-Q-eneral  was  asked  whether  the  Maoris 
were  bound  to  pay  rates,  and  his  opinion  was 
that,  even  though  Crown  grants  issued,  there  did 
not  seem  to  be  under  the  Rating  Act  any  com- 
pulsion on  their  part  to  pay  rates.  If  this  state- 
ment be  doubted,  there  is  the  recorded  opinion 
of  the  Attorney -General  in  1876  that  they  are 
not  compelled  to  pay  rates.  As  to  the  freehold 
property  qualification,  I  think  we  should  be 
betraying  our  professions  of  real  Liberalism  if  we 
did  not  expunge  this  clause ;  and,  however  popu- 
lar its  retention  may  be  in  some  districts,  I  shall 
vote  for  its  excision.  It  may  be  said  that  by 
expunging  a  clause  of  this  kind  you  make  your 
footman  as  good  as  yourself.  That  is  true,  and  I 
see  no  reason  why  he  should  not  be  in  the  matter 
of  representation.  He  has  to  pay  taxes  as  well 
as  the  property-holder,  and  he  should  therefore 
have  as  great  a  voice  in  the  framing  of  the  laws. 
Moreover,  he  is  more  likely  than  the  property- 
holder  to  be  called  upon  to  defend  his  country 
against  a  foreign  invader ;  and,  if  the  militia 
were  called  out  to  quell  a  Native  or  other  rebel- 
lion, in  all  probability  the  footman  would  have  to 
go  before  the  property-holder :  so  that  I  do  not 
see  why  the  freeholder  and  the  person  who  is 
not  such  should  not  be  placed  on  the  same  foot- 
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ing  in  the  choice  of  a  representative.  Beverting 
again  to  the  Maori  franchise,  I  think  it  would  be 
wholly  inexpedient  and  disastrous  to  exclude  the 
provision  which  at  present  enables  the  Maoris 
to  vote  for  European  membera.  We  have  four 
Native  members  in  this  House  who  have  one 
after  the  other  told  us  that  it  is  their  wish,  and 
it  is  in  accordance  with  law,  that  they  should  be 
permitted  to  vote  at  elections  with  other  subjects 
of  Her  Majesty.  I  think  the  views  the  honor- 
able gentlemen  express  on  behalf  of  the  Native 
race  should  be  respected.  If  they  are  not  re- 
spected it  seems  to  nie  that  their  presence  in 
this  House  will  be  of  very  little  effect.  Then, 
again,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  the 
proposal  to  exclude  the  Maori  from  the  exer- 
cise of  the  European  vote  is  constitutionally 
justifiable.  I  have  not  read  the  Constitution 
Act  lately,  but  it  appears  to  me  that  the  same 
provision  which  existed  in  the  Provincial  Council 
in  reference  to  Natives  should  exist  with  regard 
to  the  General  Assembly  :  that  is  to  say,  no  dis- 
ability should  be  placed  upon  the  aborigines  which 
does  not  exist  in  the  ca^e  of  Europeans.  In  all 
probability,  if  we  pass  such  a  Bui  as  this,  it 
will  be  disallowed.  Speaking  in  regard  to  the 
Assembly,  the  Constitution  Act  says  we  shall  not 

Eass  any  law  which  is  repugnant  to  the  English 
iw.  Now,  the  essence  of  English  law  is  that  all 
subjects  of  Her  Majesty  shall  be  placed  on  the 
same  footing  as  regards  their  constitutional  rights, 
and  by  passing  this  Bill  we  should  be  passing  a 
Bill  which  is  repugnant  to  the  law  of  England. 
I  think  that,  if  we  were  to  do  this,  in  the  face  of 
the  expressed  opinions  of  the  Maori  members, 
and  in  the  face  of  the  Constitution  Act  which 
both  races  have  had  for  a  quarter  of  a  century, 
we  should  be  doing  a  wrong  thing,  and  which 
would  not  be  upheld  by  the  Imperial  Parliament. 
Under  these  circumstances,  I  sincerely  hope  honor- 
able members  will  weigh  the  matter  carefully, 
and  be  cautious  before  determining  to  exclude  the 
Native  race  from  the  franchise  which  is  given  to 
them  by  the  Constitution  Act. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS.— I  do  not  know  what  in- 
duced  the  legal  gentleman  who  prepared  these 
measures  to  divide  them  into  four.  I  think  it 
would  have  been  much  better  if  we  had  had  the 
whole  electoral  law  placed  before  us  in  one  Bill. 
Were  there  no  other  advantage,  it  would  have  been 
some  satisfaction  to  have  disposed  of  the  general 
question  in  one  discussion,  instead  of  giving  mem- 
bers the  opportunity  of  making  four  speeches, 
which,  I  imagine,  will  be  rather  wearying  to  the 
Gt>vemment.  It  has  never  been  my  good  fortune 
to  like  any  Electoral  Bill  that  has  been  brought 
down  to  this  House.  Although  I  proposed  so 
many  amendments  to  the  Bill  of  1878,  there  has 
been  no  Bill  introduced  to  this  House  that  I 
liked  better  than  that.  The  great  objection  I 
had  to  it  was,  that  it  did  not  limit  the  number  of 
votes  that  one  person  could  exercise  in  the  elec- 
tion of  membera  of  this  House,  but  left  it  pos- 
sible for  one  person  to  have  as  many  as  seventy 
votes.  The  next  Bill  that  came  under  our  notice 
was  the  Bill  that  was  prepared  by  the  Qtrey  Go- 
vernment without  Mr.  Stout ;  and  I  think  that 
Goiernment,  after  Mr.  Stout  had  left  it,  was  a 
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Goyernment  to  which  Liheraliim  was  such  a  new 
and  unaccattomed  profeMion  that  they  were  un- 
able to  make  eren  a  decent  pretence  of  preparing 
liberal  measures.     I   mast  say  that  few  measures 
were  so  thoroughly  illiberal  as  that  with  regard 
to  the  qualification  of  electors.    It  was  not  only 
that  electors  who  claimed  to  Tote  without  property 
were  placed  under  enormous  difficulties  and  in- 
conveniences in  the  way  of  getting  themselves 
placed  on  the  roll,  but  there  was   also  a  per- 
manent   distinction    made    between   those   who 
voted  with  and  those  who  voted  without  pro- 
perty ;  and  I  think  any  man  who  wishes  to  deal 
liberally  with  his  fellow-electors  should  always 
avoid  creating  a  distinction  of  that  kind  as  much 
as  possible.     It   is  a  distinction  which  all  men 
dislike,  and  it  is  a  distinction  which  a  man  who 
thoroughly  understood  the  feelings  of  those  per- 
sons whom  we  call  the  working-classes,  and  who 
would  be  called  on  to  vote  as  persons  without 
property,   would   know   that   above  all    things 
they  would   wish   to  avoid  —  very  much   upon 
the  principle  of   the  persons  who  tell  us  that, 
instead  of  forming  temperance  societies  which 
should    be    joined   by   all    persons    alike,    and 
which   the   strong  should  join  for  the  sake  of 
example  to  the  weak,  such  societies  should  be 
composed  exclusively  of  those  persons  who  can- 
not be  temperate  unless  they  become  teetotallers. 
If  such  a  society  were  formed  there  would  be  very 
few  members  in  it ;  and  the  fact  that  a  personal 
distinction  was  kept  up  between  those  who  voted 
with  and  those  who  voted  without  property  was 
in  itself  an   insuperable  objection  to  that  Bill. 
The  honorable  member  for  the  Thames  (Sir  G. 
Grey),  in  speaking  of  this  Bill,  fell  into  the  mis- 
take which  every  one  would  fsll  into  on  looking  at 
it  alone.     I  must  say  that,  looking  at  it  alone, 
it  does  not  appear  to  be  a  liberal   measure ; 
but  looking  at  it  in  connection  with  another 
Bill  —  the   Registration  of  Electors  Bill  —  it  is 
what  John  Bright   called   "a  tumbling   down- 
stairs."    It  appears  to  me  to  go  almost  to  the  ex- 
treme in  the  manner  in  which  it  prohibits  all 
plurality  of  votes  with  regard  to  a  general  elec- 
tion.    I  have  spoken  frequently  in  this  House  in 
opposition  to  the  large  number  of  votes  that  can 
now  be  exercbed  by  persons  holding  property, 
but  I  am  very  much  inclined  to  think,  as  the 
honorable  member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Oliver) 
told  us  last  night,  that  great  reforms  come  slowly, 
and  I  am  not  at  all  sure  that  it  would  not  have 
been  desirable  to  have  exorcised  some  caution 
before  going  to  the  extreme  length  that  this  Bill 
goes.    Oonsiderins  that  we  have  so  much  to  do 
with  property  in  this  House,  considering  that  oar 
measures  have  such  an  immense  effect  upon  the 
value  of  all  property,  and  that  we  are  and  shall  be 
constantly  calling  upon  property  to  contribute  very 
largely  to  the  revenues  of  the  colony,  I  am  not  at 
all  prepared  to  say  that  the  man  who  contributes 
nothing  and  the  man   who  contributes  largely 
should  be  placed  upon  an  equal  footing  in  this 
House.     I  have  always  advocated  that  the  late 
enormous  plurality  should  be  given  up ;  but,  at 
the  same  time,  I  am  not  at  all  sure  that  it  would 
not  have  been   wise  in   a  case  of  this  kind  to 
have  tried  a  less  precipitous  descent  than  this, 
Mr,  Saunders 


and  left  some  little  additional  voting  power  in  the 
hands  of  those  who  have  the  most  responsibility. 
The  honorable  member  for  Timaru  has  told  us 
that  the   honorable  member  for  Geraldine  has 
so  frequently  attacked  the  honorable   member 
for  the  Thames   that  his  attacks  are  becoming 
rather  monotonous.     I  suppose  we  never  think 
oar  own  attacks  are  monotonous;  but  perhaps 
the  honorable  member  will  allow  me  to  say  that, 
since  he  has  taken  the  regular  charge  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Geraldine,  and  frequently  gives 
him  such  fatherly  advice,    if  he  would   himself 
sometimes  introduce  a  little  expression  of  admira- 
tion at  the  eloquence  of  that  honorable  member, 
who  charms  us  all,  and  of  whom,  as  his  next-door 
neighbour,  he   must  naturally  feel  very  proud, 
he  would  be  introducing  a  charming  variety  into 
his  own  speeches.    As  the  honorable  gentleman 
might  perhaps  say  to  me,  "  Physician,  heal  thy- 
self,'* I  intend  to-night  to  express  considerable 
admiration  of  what  has  been  said  in  the  House 
this  afternoon  by  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames.     I  agree  with  a  great  deal  that  honor- 
able gentleman  said  in  regard  to  this  Bill,  and 
whatever  may  be  the  opinion  of  those  who  knew 
exactly  what  they  intended  by  it,  and  therefore 
are  not  so  dependent  as  the  rest  of  us  upon  the 
words  necessary  to  clearly  convey  their  meaning, 
I  think  the  object  might  have  been  expressed  in 
more    simple  and   intelligible   language.      And 
there  is  another  thing  I  should  like  to  say  in 
defence  of  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames, 
although   I   think  it  has    been  said  before  this 
afternoon,    and  that   is,    that  he    did  support, 
by  his  own  vote,  both  the  proposition  brought 
down  by  the  honorable  member  for  Akaroa  last 
year,   that   property-holders   should   only    have 
one  voto  for  members  of  this  House,  and  also 
my  proposition  that  no  man  should  be  allowed 
to  exercise  more   than   three  votes.     On   both 
those  occasions   the   honorable   member  for  the 
Thames   divided  with   those  who  went  against 
the  property   qualification;    and   he  also  voted 
for  the  Triennial  Parliaments  Bill.     But  what 
I  think  we  have  a  right  to  complain  of  is  that, 
after  the  strong  expression  of  opinion  which  he 
gave   to    the   country   on  this  subject,    he  did 
not  choose  to  support  it  officially  —  he  did  not 
choose  to  use  the  position  he  held  to  get  those 
measures  passed;   and  consequently   they   were 
lost.     Though,  as  I  said  before,  he  voled  for  the 
measures,  still  his  colleagues  voted  against  them : 
a  part  of  his  Ministry,  his  present  colleague  for 
the  Thames,  and  a  majority  of  his  party,  voted 
against  any  curtailment  of  the  plurality  of  votes 
on  account  of  property,  and  consequently  the  pro- 

S«ition  was  supported  by  quite  a  minority  in  the 
ouse.  Like  the  honorable  member  for  Geraldine, 
I  was  surprised  to  hear  the  honorable  member  for 
the  Thames,  in  his  speech  upon  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  Electoral  Bill  of  1878,  say  that  he  did 
not  refer,  in  his  previous  speeches  to  the  country, 
to  the  plurality  of  the  votes  given  to  property  for 
members  of  tms  House,  but  to  the  votes  given  to 
property  for  members  of  County  Councils  and 
Boad  Boards.  I  thought  at  the  time  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  was  making  a  mistake,  and 
I  was  confirmed  in  that  supposition  by  finding 
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that  what  he  said  upon  the  snhjeot  in  this  House 
neyer  appeared  in  Hansard,  Then,  Sir,  in  giving 
more  thaa  one  TOte  to  property,  I  certainly  would 
not  attempt  to  do  it  in  t))e  manner  that,  so 
far  as  I  can  see,  this  Bill  would  do.  Ac- 
cording to  mj  reading  of  it,  this  Bill  would 
give  the  right  to  vote  for  property  at  any 
number  of  elections,  provided  these  elections 
were  occasional,  and  not  general.  At  a  general 
election,  property  would  have  no  opportunity  of 
exercising  more  than  one  Tote.  Then,  again,  I 
think  all  qualifications  should  appear  in  the  Bill 
itself,  and  not  be  left  to  be  decided  by  questions 
put  at  the  elections.  I  think  nothing  is  more 
objectionable  than  to  allow  unnecessary  questions 
to  be  put  to  electors  when  they  go  to  vote,  and 
when  party  spirit  is  running  high.  I  think  all 
these  precautions  should  be  taken  in  registration. 
Besides,  it  is  a  matter  of  uncertainty  whether  any 
question  would  be  put,  and  therefore  it  would  be  a 
matter  of  uncertainty  to  the  elector  himself  whe- 
ther he  could  use  his  Tote.  It  would  always  be 
doubtful  whether  any  one  would  take  the  trouble 
of  questioning  him.  1  entirely  agree  with  the 
remarks  that  have  been  made  in  this  debate  with 
regard  to  the  uncertainty  of  clause  3.  I  think  we 
require  something  more  distinct  than  the  mere 
word  "  elector,"  and  that  some  such  words  as  "  in 
any  part  of  the  colony  "  should  be  added,  because, 
as  I  read  the  clause,  no  person  could  be  a  candi- 
date for  a  district  unless  he  were  an  elector  in  it. 
I  should  also  like  to  make  a  few  remarks  with 
regard  to  the  5th  subsection  of  clause  2.  There 
we  have  these  words  :  "  No  alien,  nor  person 
attainted  or  convicted  of  any  treason,  felony,  or 
infamous  offence  within  any  part  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's dominions,  unless  he  shall  have  received  a 
free  pardon,  shall  be  entitled  to  be  registered." 
This  subject  was  brought  up  last  year  in  the 
House,  and  the  honorable  member  for  Geraldine 
then  tried,  and,  I  think,  very  wisely  and  pro- 
perly, to  introduce  this  restriction  with  re- 
gard to  members  of  this  House:  and  that  I 
would  most  heartily  support.  I  think  it  is  most 
desirable  that  no  roan  once  convicted  of  a  crime 
of  this  kind  should  ever  afterwards  be  allowed  to 
hold  a  seat  in  this  House  ;  but  I  would  not  carry 
that  too  far  and  say  that  he  should  not  have  a 
vote  for  a  member  of  this  House.  It  would  be 
better,  therefore,  to  add  to  that  clause — "  or  has 
undergone  legal  punishment  for  his  crime."  As 
we  have  four  more  Bills  to  come  before  us,  and  as 
I  suppose  we  shall  each  have  to  make  four  more 
speeches  on  this  subject,  I  shall  not  take  up  the 
time  of  the  House  longer.  I  shall  vote  for  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill,  but  shall  liold  myself 
at  liberty  to  propose  or  support  any  amendments 
that  may  appear  to  me  desirable. 

Mr.  ANDKEWS.— Sir,  it  is  my  intention  to 
speak  to  this  question  briefly,  and  to  commence 
my  remarks  with  that  part  of  the  question  where 
the  opinion  of  the  honorable  member  for  Cheviot 
differs  from  that  of  the  Government.  That 
honorable  gentleman  said,  if  I  understood  him 
correctly,  that  the  disjointing  of  these  Bills  pre- 
vented members  from  looking  at  them  as  a  whole, 
and  caused  members  to  make  clear  and  distinct 
speeches  on  every  Bill,  instead  of  one  speech  on 


the  consolidated  Bill.  If  the  House  will  allow  me 
to  do  so,  I  think  I  can  show  good  reason  why 
^hese  electoral  reforms  should  be  produced  in  four 
Bills,  instead  of  in  one.  I  see  good  reason  in  it, 
because  we  avoid  the  course  which  I  pointed  out 
was  taken  with  regard  to  the  Triennial  Parlia- 
ments Bill.  In  that  case,  I  said  the  Govern- 
ment had  put  the  cart  before  the  horse ;  but  the 
Government  have  taken  a  better  course  now, 
and  have  put  the  horse  first.  We  have  here  in 
this  Bill  the  most  practical  part  of  all  these  mea- 
sures, and,  even  if  we  do  nothing  else  than  affirm 
the  principle  of  it,  and  carry  this  Bill,  we  shall 
have  done  good  work.  That  is  far  better  than 
attempting  to  push  all  these  measures  through 
in  one  Bill,  and,  possibly  through  one  objection- 
able clause  —  say,  through  some  difference  of 
opinion  on  the  Triennial  Parliaments  Bill — 
losing  the  whole  Bill.  Yet,  having  once  affirmed 
the  principle,  we  can  easily  consolidate  the  laws 
afterwards.  I  have  now  a  word  or  two  to  say 
with  regard  to  these  clauses  as  they  now  stand. 
I  have  already  expressed  my  objection  to  the  in- 
sertion of  the  1st  subsection  to  clause  2  ;  and  the 
Government,  and  I  think  almost  every  member 
of  the  House,  know  my  views  sufficiently  well  on 
that  matter.  I  therefore  need  not  say  much 
upon  it  now,  but  I  feel  bound  to  enter  my  pro- 
test on  the  present  occasion,  and,  having  done  so, 
I  need  not  make  four  speeches,  as  the  honorable 
member  for  Cheviot  suggests.  I  do  not  see  why 
we  should  luive  any  difficulty  in  getting  these 
Bills  into  Committee,  or  why  we  should  want  to 
say  more  upon  them  now.  I  cannot  help  think- 
ing that,  if  this  clause  is  passed  as  it  stands,  it 
means  plurality  of  voting,  and  that  only.  I 
should  like  any  honorable  member  to  show  me 
that  I  am  mistaken.  Honorable  gentlemen  have 
said  that  there  is  a  saving  clause  in  the  Regulation 
of  Elections  Bill,  because  the  Returning  Officer 
can  ask  the  elector,  "  Have  you  already  voted  at 
the  present  election  for  any  electoral  district  in 
the  colony  ?  "  and,  if  he  does  not  answer  in  the 
negative,  he  is  not  permitted  to  vote.  If  that  is 
the  case,  and  if  that  is  the  intention  of  the  Bill, 
I  fully  agree  with  it :  but  we  have  no  indication 
here  that  such  is  the  case.  I  should  like  to  see  a 
clause,  well-defined,  no  matter  how  short,  inserted 
in  this  Bill,  stating  something  to  this  effect :  that 
no  elector  shall  vote  for  more  than  one  district 
at  any  election. 

Mr.  HALL. — Perhaps  it  may  save  time  if  I 
explain  that  the  particular  clause  to  which  the 
honorable  member  refers  is  not  in  the  shape  it 
was  intended  to  have.  It  was  copied  from  the 
Bill  introduced  last  session  by  Mr.  Whitaker, 
and  should  have  been  altered  so  as  to  read  "  this 
electoral  district,"  and  not  *'any  electoral  dis- 
trict." 

Mr.  ANDREWS.— That  is  worse  and  worse. 
I  must  say  I  was  going  to  vote  blindly  in  the 
matter,  for  that  vras  not  my  interpretation  of  the 
clause.  But,  coming  back  to  the  question  imme- 
diately in  point,  I  think  the  Bill  we  have  now 
before  us  should  not  pass  without  having  some 
clause  inserted  which  would  clearly  indicate 
that  no  elector  should  vote,  whetuer  he  is 
qualified    for    one    or    for    many    diitricts,    or 
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wbatever  the   number  may  be,  tmless  he  has 
the  residential  qualification.    Then,  if  the  other 
Bill  does  not  pass,  we  shall   have   here  a  Bill 
that  will   be  of  some  use  in  itself.     I  cannot 
understand  why,  in  the  case  of  the  freeholder, 
he  is  to  hare  possession  of  his  freehold  for  six 
months  before  he  is  a  Toter,  and,  in  the  case  of 
the  residential  qualification,   a  man  has  to  be 
twelve  months  in  the  district  before  he  can  be- 
come an  elector.    Why  that  difference  should  be 
made,  I  cannot  see.    I  presume  the  great  object  of 
this  saving  clause  is  to  prevent  an  influx  of  per- 
sons into  any  particular  locality  :  that  is  to  say,  no 
election  shaU  be  rushed  by  persons  of  power  and 
money  buying  up  men  to  go  to  a  particular  place, 
by  which  an  election  might  be  swayed.    It  is  to 
prevent  corruption,  and  not  to  prevent  persons 
voting ;   and  that  is  so  far  satisfactory.     In  the 
case  of  clause  3, 1  have  heard  decided  objections 
made  to  the  mode  of  registration.      Although  it 
does  not  provide  for  the  whole  process,  it  pro- 
vides that  there  shall  be  an  electoral  roll.     Ke- 
spectiiig  the  electoral  roll,  I  do  not  know  that  it 
is  a  new  notion,  but  I  have  heard  it  suggested  in 
other  places  that  it  is  high  time  the  electoral  roll 
was  altogether  done  away  with.     I  think  every 
person  entitled  to  vote  should  be  duly   regis- 
tered, and  should  then  become  the  holder  of  a 
parchment   scrip  or  right  or  a  paper  of   some 
kind,  on  the  production  of  which  he  would  be 
entitled   to  record  his  vote.     It  would  prevent 
corrupt  practices,  and  bo  a  great  saving  to  the 
country.    With  regard  to  subsection  (4),  I  do  not 
think  it  goes  far  enough.     I  have  seen  the  Bill 
relating  to  the  Maoris,  and  I  believe  this  House 
will  deal  fairly  with  the  Maoris.     I  can  assure 
the  Maori  members  that  I  will  take  very  con- 
siderable care  to  see  that,  in  every  conceivable 
way,  justice  is  done  to  them.     I  was  exceedingly 
sorry  this  afternoon  to  hear  one  of  the  mem- 
bers express  a  hint  that  the  House  would  deal 
hardly  with  them.    Every  European  member  of 
this  House   whom   I  have  heard  has  expressed 
himself  quite   to   the   contrary.     If  the   senti- 
ments  expressed  in   this   House  from   time  to 
time  by  the  Maori  members  are  any  index  to 
the  general  intelligence  of  the  Maori  people,  I 
am  bound  to  say  tiiat  there  is  very  little  neces- 
sity at  the   present  day  for  special   legislation 
affecting  the  Maoris.    There  may  be  some  reason 
for  translating  certain   matters  into  the  Maori 
language,  but,  further  than  that,  I  think  they 
comprehend   the   nature  of    the   laws   quite   as 
thoroughly  as  myself  and  many  members  of  this 
House.     I  wish  to  assure  them  that  their  case 
shall  receite  my  earnest  attention,  as  I  beliere 
it  will  that  of  the  Native  Minister.     I  think  the 
Ministry  ought  to  have  put  in  this  Bill  an  ex- 
emption clause  with  lespect  to  the  Cliinese.     I 
never  look  forward  to  their  being  settlers  or  resi- 
dents here  :  as  a  matter  of  convenience,  they  may 
become  naturalized ;  but  I  would  not  give  them 
voting  power.     I  cannot  help  thinking  that  sub- 
section (5)  should  go  further.     If  any  person  has 
been  convicted  of  treason,  felony,  or  any  infamous 
offence,  I  think  he  should  commence  de  novo,  and 
serve  the  same  apprenticeship  as  any  person  ar- 
riving in  the  colony.     A  man  might  arrive  in  the 
Mr.  Andrew9 


colony  with  a  most  excellent  character,  he  might 
be  a  useful  intelligent  man,  and  might  even  bring 
money  to  the  place,  and  yet  he  would  stand  at  a 
disadvantage  compared  with  a  man  who  walked 
out  of  gaol  after  having  committed  one  of  the 
most  heinous  offences  possible.  I  do  not  think  it 
is  necessary  to  make  long  speeches  on  all  those 
Bills  that  have  been  laid  before  us.  I  am 
prepared  to  help  the  Government  to  the  fullest 
extent;  but  stilt  I  should  like  the  Qovemment 
to  give  as  clear  an  expression  as  they  can  with 
regard  to  the  first  Bill,  and  then  the  House  will 
help  them  through  with  the  others. 

Mr.  SPEiaHX.— Sir,  the  few  words  the  Pre- 
mier has  interposed  have  completely  changed  my 
thoughts  regarding  this  Bill.  I  had  been  led  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  Bill  meant  to  provide  for 
only  one  class  of  voters  with  two  qualifications — 
that  is,  people  might  have  a  qualification  by  resi- 
dence, or  by  freehold  property.  But,  from  the 
observations  of  the  Premier,  it  now  appears  that 
the  real  meaning  of  the  Bill  is,  that  a  man  may 
have  twenty  qualifications,  provided  those  qualifi- 
cations are  in  different  electoral  districts,  and 
that  he  may  vote  in  each  of  those  districts  ;  but, 
as  a  resident,  he  can  only  have  one  qualification — 
namely,  in  the  district  in  which  he  resides,  on 
manhood  suffrage.  The  anomaly  will  therefore 
continue  of  a  man  having  a  right  to  go  from 
place  to  place  to  vole  for  iialf-a-dosen  members 
of  Parliament.  I  was  inclined  to  think  that 
the  Bill  woidd  do  remarkably  well,  provided  it 
was  somewhat  pulled  to  pieces  in  Committee : 
but  now  it  appears  that  the  2nd  clause  is  very 
objectionable.  I  believed,  until  the  Premier  spoke 
just  now,  that  the  Bill  was  intended  to  limit  the 
matter  to  one  vote,  so  that  a  man  might  become 
a  voter  either  because  he  possessed  property  of 
the  value  of  £25,  or  because  he  had  been  twelve 
months  in  the  colony.  Of  course  it  is  not  right 
for  an  inexperienced  member  hke  me  to  say  so, 
but  it  seems  to  me  an  extraordinary  thing  that 
the  debute  should  have  been  allowed  to  drag  on 
to  such  a  length  without  our  having  the  explana- 
tion just  given  offered  before.  Honorable  mem- 
bers have  been  beating  the  air  all  the  time  on  a 
false  assimiption,  and  now  we  find  that  the  Bill 
really  implies  all  that  is  objectionable  on  the 
face  of  it,  and  a  great  deal  more.  That  being  the 
case,  I  think  it  behoves  us  to  consider  whether 
the  Bill  should  pass  at  oil.  Personally,  I  have 
a  decided  objection,  and  the  great  bulk  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  colony  also  have  a  decided 
objection,  to  any  longer  allowing  property  to 
assume  that  position  of  dominancy  throughout 
the  colony  that  it  has  assumed  in  years  past. 
There  is  a  general  agreement  that,  as  far  as  this 
Chamber  at  least  is  concerned,  it  ought  to  repre- 
sent the  people  and  not  acres.  Property  may  be 
represented  fairly  and  properly  in  another  place, 
and  that  idea  can  be  well  adopted  in  the  present 
session  of  Parliament,  and  acted  upon  with  preat 
advantage  to  the  country.  We  could  have  the 
other,  the  higher,  Chamber  representing  pro- 
perty with  a  fixed  standard,  the  possession  of 
which  should  be  necessary  to  any  man  desiring 
to  sit  there.  A  section  of  that  Upper  House 
could  b9  elected  upon  a  property  qualification; 
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and  I  tbink  that  is  all  the  safeguard  property 
would  require.  The  honorable  member  for  Wel- 
lington Oountiy  District,  who  spoke  earljr  in 
this  debate,  said  that  the  meaning  of  the  2nd 
clause  was  that  property  should  be  represented. 
Knowing  his  strong  desire  to  see  property 
represented,  I  was  led  to  think  that  he  was 
mistaken,  but  it  is  now  prored  that  he  under- 
stood the  Bill  much  better  than  most  honor- 
able gentlemen  who  spoke  to-night,  and  who 
went  on  a  false  assumption  through  the  Ministry 
being  silent  as  to  the  real  meaning  of  the  Bill. 
I  think  that  the  representation  of  property  as 
regards  this  House  ought  to  be  completely  done 
away  with.  A  man  should  be  entitled  to  vote 
because  he  pays  taxation,  and  no  other  right 
except  the  right  of  being  able  to  get  on  the  roll 
ought  to  be  the  qualification  for  coming  into 
this  House.  The  proposal  that  a  section  of  the 
Upper  House  should  be  elected  is  one  that 
would  really  do  away  with  the  necessity  for  the 
representation  of  property  in  this  House.  In 
that  way  we  should  free  this  Chamber  of  all 
that  pressure  of  property,  and  relegate  to  another 
body  the  functions  which  properly  belong  to  it, 
of  conserTing  the  character  of  our  institutions, 
looking  after  the  interests  of  property  in  the 
country,  and  seeing  that  it  was  not  endangered 
by  any  radical  measures  which  might  be  passed 
in  this  House.  It  would  also  bring  us  fuce  to 
face  with  the  question  of  abolishing  the  nominee 
system  in  the  Upper  Chamber,  which  could  be 
done  with  adrantage,  and  the  sooner  it  is  done 
the  better.  I  do  not  consider  it  would  be  right 
for  a  layman,  and  a  young  member  of  this  House, 
to  go  into  the  literal  construction  of  this  Bill :  we 
should  leave  that  to  those  better  qualified  to  do 
BO,  and  content  ourselres  with  considering  the 
principles  contained  in  it.  A  great  deal  has  been 
said  with  regard  to  subsection  (4)  of  this  clause. 
I  think  the  Maori  members  have  spoken  upon 
that  point  very  fairly  and  candidly.  They  hare 
not  gone  round  about,  but  have  told  us  plainly 
what  the  result  of  a  certain  course  of  action  will 
be.  It  is  all  very  well  for  honorable  gentlemen 
to  say  they  will  take  care  that  the  interests  of  the 
Natives  are  not  disturbed,  and  that  generally 
they  will  get  full  justice ;  but  the  Native  mind 
is  sufficiently  acute,  notwithstanding  the  uncul- 
tivated state  we  are  told  it  is  in,  to  know  when 
their  interests  are  touched ;  and  the  Natives  are 
sufficiently  alive  to  take  their  own  part  when  ne- 
cessary. The  honorable  member  for  the  Northern 
Maori  Dlntrict  showed  us  exactly  where  the  shoe 
pinched  them,  and  he  called  attention  to  it  before 
the  mischief  is  done.  Clause  5  of  the  Maori  Re- 
presentation Bill  provides, — 

"  The  number  of  Maori  members  to  be  elected 
for  the  whole  colony  shall  bear  to  the  entire 
number  of  the  members  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives (exclusive  of  the  Maori  members 
thereof)  the  same  proportion  as  the  number  of 
registered  Maori  electors  shall  bear  to  the  entire 
number  of  registered  electors  on  the  rolls  of  the 
several  electonil  districts  of  the  colony  constituted 
for  the  election  of  members  of  the  European 
race." 

By  that  clause  you  are  going  to  adopt  in  its 


entirety  the  theory  of  separate  representation 
for  the  Native  race  in  this  House,  and  you  are 
going,  according  to  the  statement  of  the  Premier, 
to  increase  the  number  of  Maori  members  from 
four  to  something  like  eight  or  ten,  based  on  tho 
scale  laid  down  in  this  clause.  Let  us  take  that, 
to  begin  with.  Is  that  a  correct  course  to  pursue  ? 
Is  it  a  wise  course  to  pursue  ?  Is  it  right  that 
we  should  now  endeavour  to  perpetuate  the  thing 
we  so  condemn  in  that  way,  not  as  a  matter  of 
principle,  but  as  a  matter  of  expediency,  until 
such  times  as  the  Natives  are  sufficiently  edu- 
cated to  mix  with  Europeans?  Having  once 
begun  in  that  direction,  how  will  you  throw  it 
oft'  when  you  desire  to  do  so  ?  I  believe  it 
would  be  absolutely  better  to  take  the  proposal 
of  some  of  the  Native  members  themselves,  and 
of  other  Natives  in  the  colony,  that  they  should 
have  a  separate  Parliament  of  their  own — a  sepa- 
rate Committee  of  their  own — to  deal  with  all 
Native  matters,  and  send  them  down  to  this 
House  afterwards.  Personally,  I  think  that 
would  be  better,  though  I  do  not  approve  of  it. 
That  would  be  better  than  straining  at  the  gnat, 
of  allowing  Maoris  to  take  part  in  European  elec- 
tions. We  know  that  there  would  not  be  above 
fifteen  hundred  Maoris  who  would  vote  at  any 
European  elections — that  but  a  very  small  fraction 
of  them  would  vote  at  such  elections.  Instead 
of  carrying  out  what  is  a  mere  sentimental  idea  of 
putting  the  Maoris  on  the  same  footing  ns  our- 
selves by  adopting  this  proposal,  we  should  cur- 
tail or  reduce  the  number  of  Maori  members 
until  we  have  them  on  a  par  with  ourselves.  In- 
creasing the  number  of  Maori  members  is  not  the 
way  to  put  the  Maoris  and  Europeans  on  exactly 
the  same  footing.  We  should  induce  the  Maoris 
to  take  part  in  the  European  elections,  until  we 
are  able  to  reduce  the  number  of  Maori  members, 
and  ultimately  abolish  them  altogether.  I  hope 
it  will  not  be  thought  that  I  am  too  presump- 
tuous in  making  these  suggestions  to  the  House. 
I  looked  at  the  matter  carefully  long  before  I 
came  into  this  House,  and  the  conclusion  that  I 
gradually  arrived  at  and  sincerely  believe  in  is 
this:  that  wo  should  educate  the  Maoris  up  to 
the  adoption  of  our  habits,  and  give  them  the 
fullest  and  freest  liberty  to  exercise  the  same 
electoral  qualifications  which  the  Europeans  ex- 
ercise. Any  attempt  to  build  up  any  barrier  of 
separation  by  increasing  the  number  of  Maori 
members  and  taking  away  the  dual  vote  will  only 
end  in  defeating  the  object  we  profess  to  have  in 
view — the  placing  them  on  the  same  level  with 
ourselves.  I  will  now  refer  to  clause  3  of  the 
Bill  before  us : — 

"Every  man  registered  as  an  elector,  but  no 
other  person,  is  qualified  to  be  elected  a  member 
for  any  electoral  district  within  the  colony." 

Here,  a^ain,  you  are  barring  the  Maoris  out. 
It  means  that  a  Maori  would  not  be  qualified, 
no  matter  what  his  qualifications  were  in  other 
respects,  to  sit  for  a  European  constituency. 
That  is  interfering  with  one  of  the  first  rights 
given  to  these  people  by  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi. 
If  you  ruthlessly — or  thoughtlessly,  which  is  the 
better  term  in  this  case — interfere  in  tho  smallest 
I  iota  with  rights  solemnly  given  to  these  men  by 
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the  Treaty  of  Waitangi,  rest  assured  they  will  see 
that  you  are  interfering  with  those  rights,  and 
will  resent  such  interference.  The  honorable 
member  for-  the  Northern  Maori  District  has  told 
us  that,  if  we  abolish  this  right  of  the  Maoris 
Toting  for  European  members,  trouble  will  ensue. 
That  is  no  idle  threat.  He  speaks  in  the  genuine 
belief  of  his  heart  that  trouble  will  ensue  from 
the  adoption  of  such  a  course,  and  the  honorable 
gentleman  is  doing  his  duty  in  giving  fair  warning 
to  this  House.  It  is  all  very  well  to  say  that, 
because  a  man  uses  these  terms,  he  is  not  doing 
a  wise  thing  in  sabring  that  certain  results  will 
spring  from  certain  action  taken  by  the  House. 
Our  proper  duty  is  to  stave  it  off  by  adopting  the 
course  the  honorable  member  proposes-  If  the 
proposal  made  to  abolish  the  dual  vote  were 
based  upon  the  using  of  that  vote  by  the  Na- 
tives to  a  very  large  extent,  and  doing  what 
honorable  gentlemen  have  insinuated  it  has  done 
— swamping  the  European  votes  at  any  Euro- 
pean election  —  there  might  be  some  show  of 
reason  for  adopting  that  course ;  but,  as  I  have 
already  said,  not  more  than  fifteen  hundred 
Natives  have  exercised  the  dual  vole.  It  would 
be  much  better  if  five  or  six  thousand  Natives 
could  be  induced  to  exercise  the  vote.  The  more 
largely  they  exercise  it  the  less  necessity  will  there 
be  for  special  Maori  representation.  There  are 
many  Maoris  well  qualified  to  represent  European 
constituencies  in  this  House.  I  have  one  in  my 
mind  now,  who  had  a  seat  in  this  House.  I  say  it 
without  the  slightest  disrespect  to  any  honorable 
member,  that  he  was  as  well  qualified  to  represent 
a  European  constituency  as  many  honorable  mem- 
bers in  this  House.  I  allude  to  Houni  Nahe.  He 
is  a  man  who  can  take  a  large  grasp  of  public 
subjects,  and  capable  of  working  out  the  smallest 
details  of  matters  brought  before  him.  Ho  is 
only  a  sample  of  a  large  number  of  Maoris  of  the 
same  kind  ;  and  there  are  Europeans  who  would 
feel  that  they  would  be  well  served  by  tlie  return 
of  such  Native  members.  Apart  altogether  from 
the  question  of  the  infringement  of  the  right  con- 
ferred solemnly  upon  these  people  by  the  Treaty 
of  Waitangi,  apart  from  the  wisdom  of  the  policy 
of  that  treaty,  in  common  justice  to  the  Natives 
you  have  no  right  to  shut  them  out  from  repre- 
senting any  constituency  who  may  desire  to 
return  a  Native  as  their  member.  These  are  a 
few  of  the  views  that  have  been  in  my  mind 
regarding  this  subject.  In  reference  to  the  ob- 
jection made  to  these  Bills  being  brought  down 
in  detail,  I  think  the  Ministry  haTe  done  well 
in  that  respect.  Members  can  better  grasp  the 
subject  b- ought  before  them  when  it  is  con- 
tained in  a  short  measure.  I  say  that,  if  these 
measures  were  put  into  a  general  Bill  extending 
to  thirty  or  forty  pages,  I  do  not  think  I  could 
have  seen  exactly  the  unsoundness  of  the  struc- 
tures which  are  attempted  to  be  built  upon  them. 
I  do  hope  that  Ministers  will,  with  the  view  of 
getting  a  good  Bill  and  one  acceptable  to  the 
country,  take  the  suggestions  offered  to  them.  I 
hope — and  I  express  it  with  the  greatest  deference 
and  respect  to  those  honorable  gentlemen — that 
they  will  take  this  Bill  back  and  shape  it  in  such 
a  way  as  will  meet  the  loudly- expressed  desire 
Jfr.  Speight 


of  the  country  that  property  shall  not  give  a 
claim  to  the  possessor  which  other  men  with- 
out property  do  not  enjoy.  We  should  haTe 
a  measure  passed  that  will  give  to  a  man  who 
shows  that  he  means  to  reside  in  the  country 
the  same  right  to  Tote  as  any  other  man  living 
in  the  country  whose  possessions  may  be  greater. 
Mr.  DICK.— I  am  glad  to  find  that  the  House 
is  pretty  unanimous,  and  that  without  difficulty 
we  are  getting  into  one  of  those  Bills  which  have 
been  cried  for  in  such  a  loud  and  earnest  Toice 
during  the  last  few  months.  I  do  not  think  it  is 
our  duty,  in  considering  this  Bill,  to  go  into  eTcry 
clause  of  it  and  discuss  them  in  the  House,  as 
that  can  be  done  when  we  get  into  Committee. 
I  think  the  principles  of  the  Bill  should  receive 
our  consideration.  Now,  in  reference  to  the 
2nd  clause  of  the  Bill,  I  must  say  that  I  canoot 
agree  with  the  Q-overnment  regarding  it.  I  do 
not  agree  with  the  proposal  to  reduce  the  free- 
hold vote  to  £25.  Before  I  go  further  in 
that  matter,  I  must  express  my  surprise  at  the 
objection  which  was  taken  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  the  Thames  this  allernoon  in  regard  to 
that  clause.  It  seems  to  me  that  sometimes  we 
have  in  that  honorable  member  two  different 
persons.  He  speaks  one  way  to-day,  and  another 
way  to-morrow.  The  other  night,  in  a  very  elo- 
quent speech,  he  held  up  before  the  House,  as  the 
perfection  of  law-making,  the  Constitution  Act, 
and  wound  up  by  a  Latin  quotation  which  is 
well  known,  and  which  a  schoolt>oy  once  trans- 
lated, "  I  have  eaten  a  monument  liarder  tlian 
brass."  That  is  what  the  honorable  gentleman 
is  doing  :  he  is  eating  this  monument  which 
is  harder  than  brass.  He  has  been  going  on 
swallowing  it  piecemeal,  until  there  is  very  Uttle 
of  it  left.  He  objects  to  this  clause  because  be 
insists  that  there  shall  bo  nothing  but  manhood 
suffrage  Now,  in  his  Constitution  Act  he  gives  a 
property  (qualification  larger  than  is  given  in  this 
clause.  The  provinces  hav^  been  done  away  with. 
I  do  not  say  the  honorable  member  had  anything 
to  do  with  that :  I  am  glad  to  say  tliat  he  resisted 
it.  We  have  now  the  ballot,  while  open  voting 
was  given  by  the  Constitution  Act.  The  honor- 
able member  is  getting  rid  of  the  property  quali- 
fication as  fast  as  ho  can.  Ho  has  eaten  the  monu- 
ment well  down  already,  and  there  are  only  two 
portions  of  it  left,  which  he  is  trying  as  hard  aa 
he  can  to  eat  up.  The  last  gulp  is  the  Legislative 
Council  as  at  present  constituted,  and  the  no- 
mination of  our  Governor  by  the  Queen;  and 
then  the  monument  is  gone,  and  the  honorable 
member  who  flourishes  it  before  the  House  is 
the  eater  of  it.  In  regard  to  this  clause,  I  object 
to  the  alteration  :  in  fact,  I  think  there  should  be 
but  one  vote  in  the  elections  for  this  House.  I 
am  of  opinion  that  there  are  positions  in  which 
property  ought  to  be  represented.  In  the  City 
Councils,  in  the  County  Councils,  in  the  Road 
Boards,  property  ought  to  be  represented ;  but  in 
reference  to  this  House  there  should  be  only  man- 
hood representation,  and  therefpre  this  clause 
has,  I  think,  been  injured  rather  than  improved. 
If  it  must  be  considered  liberal,  it  is  liberal  in 
the  wrong  way.  Before,  the  property  qualifi- 
cation was  a  larger  one.    Now  it  is  so  small  that 
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a  man  who  bo  wishes  can  get  himself  a  rote  in 
any  part  of  the  country,  and  we  shall  find, 
if  this  Bill  is  passed,  that  men  will  get  votes 
all  round.  Fop  irstance,  there  are  n  great 
many  persons  in  Dunedin  who,  under  this  £25 
qualification,  could  get  Totes  in  all  the  districts 
around  Dunedin :  they  are  cutting  up  land  into 
little  bits,  and  £25  qualifications  could  easily 
be  bought ;  so  that  the  result  will  be  that  resi- 
dents in  the  districts  will  be  outvoted  by  per- 
sons who  are  non-residents,  but  who  hare  simply 
chosen  to  expend  £25  in  qualifying  themselves. 
There  is  one  other  point  to  which  I  will  refer, 
and  that  is  the  Maori  question.  We  speak  of 
Native  difficulties  outside  this  House,  but  I  think 
we  are  here  face  to  face  with  a  Native  difficulty 
which  will  give  us  a  good  deal  of  trouble  before 
it  is  properly  settled.  I  agree,  to  some  extent, 
with  the  remarks  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Auckland  City  East  as  to  this  matter.  I  feel 
we  are  asked — not  only  in  the  Bill  before  us,  but 
in  another  Bill — to  legislate  in  the  wrong  way 
when  we  are  asked  to  exclude  the  Maori  from 
voting  with  the  Europeans.  I  do  not  like  the 
reading  of  this  Bill.  It  seems  unkind  towards 
the  aboriginals  to  say  that  no  ''  aboriginal  native 
inhabitanta  of  New  Zealand,  including  half-castes 
living  as  members  of  a  Native  tribe,  according  to 
their  customs  and  usages,  and  male  descendants 
of  such  half-castes  by  aboriginal  native  women," 
are  to  be  voters.  It  seems  to  me  that  that  is  a 
penalty  not  only  upon  the  Natives  themselves, 
but  upon  their  children  because  they  are  Natives. 
I  think  we  should  encourage  the  Maoris  as  much 
as  possible  to  get  into  European  habits,  and  to 
come  under  European  rule  to  the  fullest  ex- 
tent. If  they  would  individualize  their  posses- 
sions, cut  them  up,  and  give  up  tribal  rights 
as  much  aa  possible,  get  Crown  grants  ibr  their 
lands  and  settle  ^ipon  them,  register  themselves 
as  Europeans  do,  and  pay  taxes  according  to 
European  law,  they  should  be  treated  not  as 
aliens,  but  as  part  of  the  European  community. 
If  that  could  be  done,  we  should  get  rid,  to  a 
great  extent,  of  the  Native  difficulty,  and  save 
ourselves  from  being  inundated  by  too  many  of 
the  Native  race  in  this  House.  Another  point  is 
this :  We  should  encourage  education  among  the 
Maoris  by  insisting  that  any  one  qualified  to  be  a 
member  of  this  House  should  be  sufficiently  well 
up  in  the  English  language  to  be  able  to  talk  to 
and  listen  to  us  in  our  language,  so  that  there 
should  be  no  necirssity  for  an  interpreter,  and  so 
that  they  should  no  longer  be  liable  to  be  mis- 
led by  ex-Native  Ministers  and  other  persons 
politically  biassed  misinforming  them  as  to  what 
takes  place  in  the  House  :  they  should  have 
sufficient  education  to  be  able  to  listen  to  our 
debates  in  our  own  language.  I  think  the  Bill, 
when  it  gets  into  Committee,  can  easilv  be  put 
into  such  a  shape  as  will  make  it  suitable  to  the 
wants  of  the  country.  I  do  not  agree  with  the 
honorable  member  for  Auckland  City  East  that, 
because  of  the  2nd  clause,  it  should  be  denied  a 
second  reading;  but  all  should  assist  the  Qovem- 
ment  in  every  way  in  their  power  to  make  it  such 
a  Bill  as  will  satisfy  the  people. 
Mr.  PITT.— I  shall  support  the  seoond  read- 


ing of  this  Bill.  I  think  that,  if  the  honorable 
gentleman  who  drafted  the  set  of  Bills  of  which 
this  is  one  had  had  the  advantage  of  having  a 
series  of  resolutions  such  as  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Waitemata  spoke  of  before  him  when  he 
drew  them,  possibly  a  good  deal  of  the  discus- 
sion that  has  taken  place  this  evening  would 
have  been  avoided.  However,  we  have  to  deal 
with  the  Bill  as  we  find  it.  The  objection 
that  has  been  taken  by  several  honorable  mem- 
hers  to  this  freehold  qualification  seems  to  be 
untenable  so  long  as  the  qualifications  are  as 
they  appear  in  this  Bill.  The  arguments  of 
those  honorable  gentlemen  would  be  all  very 
well  if  manhood  suffrage  pure  and  simple  was 
what  the  House  had  made  up  its  mind  to  have  ; 
but  this  Bill  deals  with  two  classes,  the  free- 
hold and  the  residential  franchise.  Whilst  the 
residential  franchise  is  such  as  is  provided  by  this 
Bill,  I  contend  that  the  freehold  franchise  must 
also  exist.  Honorable  members  will  see  that,  in 
respect  to  the  residential  franchise,  a  person  is 
only  entitled  to  register  his  vote  if  he  has  been  a 
resident  for  a  certain  time  immediately  preceding 
the  registration  of  his  vote  ;  but  there  are  many 
persons  in  the  colony  who  would  have  a  right  to 
be  represented,  but  who  may  be  absent  from  the 
colony  when  the  rolls  are  made  up,  and  who 
would  thus  be  disfranchised  for  months.  Another 
very  good  reason  was  given  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Akaroa,  which  weighs  with  me  in  support- 
ing this  freehold  franchise,  and  it  is  this:  As 
honorable  members  seem  to  think — and  rightly 
so — that  some  time  should  elapse  before  a  person 
is  entitled  to  be  registered — he  should  reside  a 
certain  time  in  the  colony — I  think  that  a  person 
who  has  acquired  property  is  entitled  to  be  regis- 
tered earlier.  I  should  be  inclined  to  support  the 
Regulation  of  Elections  Bill  as  it  is  drawn  at 
present  —  that  is,  that  a  person  should  only  be 
entitled  to  vote  once  at  a  general  election;  but 
of  course  provision  has  to  be  made  for  casual 
vacancies,  and,  in  respect  to  them,  I  think  any 
one  holding  a  freehold  property  in  a  district  ir 
which  the  election  for  the  vacancy  may  occur, 
although  not  resident  in  it,  should  be  entitled  to 
vote.  Therefore  this  freehold  qualification  is 
necessary.  In  reference  to  subsection  (4) — that 
dealing  with  the  Maoris — there  is  certainly  some 
difficulty,  and  a  difficulty  which  will  be  increased 
when  we  come  to  consider  the  provisions  of  the 
Maori  Representation  Bill.  I  have  listened  with 
considerable  interest  to  the  remarks  that  have 
been  made  by  the  Maori  members  this  evening, 
and  certainly  we  could  not  help  admiring  the 
manner  in  which  they  guarded  the  interests  of 
their  constituents,  even  if  we  could  not  acqui- 
esce in  their  arguments ;  but  I  will  say  this  : 
that  if  it  is  a  choice  between  giving  the  Maori 
power  to  vote  ut  the  general  elections  and  in- 
creasing the  Native  representation  in  this  House, 
I  should  prefer  leaving  the  law  as  it  stands.  In 
clause  5  there  are  two  defects.  I  do  not  see  why 
a  person  who  has  been  convicted  of  a  felony 
should  thereby  be  for  ever  prevented  from  voting. 
I  agree  with  the  present  law,  that  such  a  person 
should  not  become  a  member  of  this  House ;  but 
why  he  should  be  debarred  from  voting  I  do  not 
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see.  It  was  not  so  under  the  Constitution  Act. 
Under  the  Constitution^  Act,  if  a  man  had  under- 
gone his  punishment  he  then  became  entitled  to 
Tote,  and  even  to  become  a  member  of  the  House ; 
but  the  latter  priTilege  was  withdrawn  by  the 
Act  of  1867,  and  with  that  I  agree,  but  not  with 
this  new  proposal.  It  is  a  fundamental  maxim 
of  our  law  that  a  man  shall  not  be  punished 
twice  for  the  same  offence ;  but  this  would  be 
punishing  a  man  for  all  time.  The  next  defect 
is  a  peculiar  one.  While  any  person  convicted 
of  an  offence  "within"  any  part  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's dominions  suffers  these  disabilities,  they 
do  not  -apply  to  any  person  who  commits  a 
crime  beyond  Her  Majesty's  dominions,  say, 
in  California,  or  upon  the  high  seas.  That,  I 
think,  is  a  defect.  As  regards  the  other  provi- 
sions of  the  Bill,  I  have  nothing  to  say  at  present ; 
but,  as  we  hare  heard  so  much  about  Liberalism 
of  late,  I  am  disappointed  to  find  there  is  one 
serious  omission,  and  I  am  also  disappointed 
that  no  older  member  of  the  House  than  myself 
has  pointed  it  out :  I  refer  to  the  omission  to 
give  the  franchise  to  females.  Honorable  mem- 
bers may  laugh,  but  I  am  perfectly  serious  about 
it.  Honorable  members  profess  to  be  liberal ; 
but  when  we  go  into  Committee  I  will  give  those 
gentlemen  an  opportunity  of  showing  whether 
they  are  the  true  Liberals  they  profess  to  be, 
or  Conservatives  wishing  to  keep  all  the  poli- 
tical privileges  to  themselves — ^whether  they  will 
be  inclined  to  extend  the  franchise  in  the  man- 
ner to  which  I  have  called  attention.  I,  Sir,  can 
see  no  reason  whatever  why  females  should  not 
have  the  right  to  vote — that  is,  widows  and  spin- 
sters. We  impose  upon  them  all  the  political 
obligations  without  giving  them  any  of  the  poli- 
tical privileges.  The  honorable  member  for 
Woitemata  said  this  afternoon,  '*We  represent 
the  people."  I  deny  it.  I  say  we  only  repre- 
sent a  part  of  the  people  so  long  as  this  privi- 
lege is  withheld  from  the  female  portion  of  the 
community.  Wo  have  already  recognized  their 
right  to  it  with  regard  to  municipal  institutions, 
and  I  have  never  heard  any  complaint  that  the 
privilege  lias  been  abused.  We  have  certainly 
never  seen  any  good  reason  to  alter  that.  As  I 
say,  we  put  upon  them  the  whole  of  the  political 
obligations  without  the  political  privileges.  Not 
only  do  widows  and  spinsters  contribute  indi- 
rectly to  the  revenue  of  the  country,  but  they 
contribute  to  the  direct  taxation  iu  the  shape  of 
land-tax,  stamp  duties,  &c.  I  think  myself  there 
is  no  good  reason  whatever  why  the  law  should 
not  be  amended  in  this  direction.  Females  are 
highly  interested  in  this  matter,  for  this  reason : 
Widows  may  possibly  have  families  growing  up  ; 
they  have  to  pay  taxes,  and  yet  are  to  be  utterly 
debarred  from  having  any  voice  in  the  selection 
of  those  members  who  make  laws  by  which  they 
and  their  families  are  to  be  governed. 

An  Hon.  Member.— Give  them  seats. 

Mr.  PITT.— No.  I  have  no  doubt  that,  if  the 
honorable  member  for  Napier  were  in  this  House, 
he  would  say  that  the  logical  outcome  of  my 
argument  would  be  that  they  should  have  seats 
in  this  House.  I  object  to  it.  If  there  were  no 
other  argument  against  it,  I  would  use  the  argu- 
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ment  that  it  would  be  inconvenient.  That  is  & 
sufficient  argument.  I  am  not  prepared  to  go 
to  that  length,  or  the  length  of  giving  married 
women  the  right  to  vote.  Many  contend  that 
married  women  holding  separate  property  should 
have  a  right  to  vote.  I  am  not  an  advocate  of 
that ;  but,  in  respect  to  widows  and  spinsters,  I 
am  prepared  to  aupport  an  alteration  in  that 
direction.  No  doubt  one  of  the  arguments  raised 
against  it  is,  that  we  in  the  colonies  ought  not  to 
do  it  until  they  do  it  in  England.  That  is  not  a 
good  argument.  We  have  set  them  the  example 
of  reform  in  the  adoption  of  vote  by  ballot^  land 
transfer  system,  and  in  many  other  important 
matters;  and  I  firmlv  believe  that  this  reform 
will  come  sooner  or  later.  And  as  we  in  the 
colony  have  set  the  mother-country  an  example 
in  other  matters,  I  see  no  reason  why  we  should 
wait  in  this  until  the  reform  takes  place  there.  I 
would  appeal  to  honorable  members  of  this  House 
who  think  as  I  do  to  endeavour  to  have  this 
matter  amended  in  this  Bill.  I  believe  I  am  not 
alone  ;  I  am  sure  I  am  not  alone  in  this  matter. 
The  honorable  member  for  Grey  and  Bell  spoke 
of  the  matter  in  a  previous  debate.  I  must 
say  I  was  rather  disappointed  he  did  not  refer 
to  it  in  this.  If  honorable  members  think  it 
is  right  that  the  franchise  should  be  extended 
in  that  direction,  I  hope  they  will  have  the 
courage  to  give  expression  to  their  convictions  in 
the  matter,  and  attempt  to  have  this  reform  car- 
ried out.  I  believe  that  before  many  years  this 
reform  will  come  about,  and  I  should  be  glad 
that  this  colony — which  we  hope  to  be,  and  which 
I  have  no  doubt  will  be,  the  Britain  of  the 
South — should  secure  to  itself  the  distinction  of 
having  been  the  first  colony  in  Her  Majesty's  do- 
minions to  confer  this  act  of  justice  upon  a  large 
class  who  I  consider  are  suffering  an  injustice  at 
present.  I  trust  that  the  outc9me  of  the  debate 
upon  these  Bills  will  be,  that  when  we  have 
finished  with  them  we  shall  be  able  to  say  that 
we  have  improved  the  laws  relating  to  our  repre- 
sentative institutions  in  a  very  material  degree ; 
and,  notwithstanding  the  party  strife  that  has 
taken  place  in  this  Assembly  during  the  last  three 
or  four  months— not  only  during  this  session,  but 
in  the  previous  one — I  hope  we  shall  be  able  io 
reflect,  when  the  session  is  concluded,  <that  we 
have  succeeded  in  placing  the  laws  relating  to 
representative  institutions  of  this  colony  on  a 
satisfactory  basis ;  and,  if  we  do  that,  we  shall 
have  succeeded  in  doing  the  State  good  service. 

Mr.  TAINUI.  —  I  wisb  to  say  a  few  words 
about  this  Bill.  As  far  as  I  can  see,  there  are 
four  Bills  which  relate  more  or  less  to  the  Natives. 
I  should  like  these  Bills  all  brought  forward  at 
once,  that  we  might  consider  them  respecting  the 
Natives.  I  am  afraid  that,  if  I  support  this  Bill, 
perhaps  in  the  next  Bill  there  will  be  something 
detrimental  to  the  Native  race.  Therefore  I 
should  like  to  see  these  Bills  in  the  Native  lan- 
guage, that  we  might  consider  them  and  see  what 
the  effects  might  be.  With  regard  to  what  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames  said,  he  said 
that  there  were  subjects  in  these  Bills  relative  to 
the  Natives  before  the  Parliament  was  called  in 
New  Zealand,  and  I  think  that  the  Maoris  have 
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been  ft  thoughtful  race  ever  since  the  Queen's 
authority  was  established  here.  Tho  Maoris  are 
now  de^rous  of  having  their  children  well  taught 
in  the  schools,  and  I  think  that  they  will  eouio 
day  gain  a  benefit  from  having  their  children 
taught  in  the  schools,  and  some  day  we  hope 
that  those  children  who  are  now  beinsf  tauglit 
will  be  here  in  this  House.  I  should  like  to  say 
a  few  words  about  the  time  when  the  Natives 
assembled  at  Koliimarama :  it  was  then  that 
Governor  Browne  made  a  statement  to  the  Natives 
there  assembled.  He  then  said  to  the  Natives 
that  he  was  intending  to  write  to  her  Majesty 
the  Queen— that  was  the  first  time  the  Natives 
assembled  there  —  because  the  Queen  had  great 
sympathy  for  the  Natives,  on  account  of  tiie 
way  in  which  they  behaved  to  the  laws  that 
had  been  made  for  them.  Therefore  the  Go- 
vernor said  to  them  that  some  dny  the  Natives 
would  be  able  to  obtain  justice  for  themselves, 
and  that  before  very  long  some  of  those  Natives 
would  be  able  to  sit  in  the  House  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  would  be  able  to  make  their  own 
laws.  And  before  long  this  Parliament  decided 
to  let  four  members  sit  in  this  House.  When 
the  Natives  were  allowed  in  this  House,  they 
asked  that  some  might  be  allowed  to  sit  in  the 
other  Chamber ;  and  when  the  Natives  saw  that 
their  members  were  allowed  to  come  and  make 
the  laws,  thej  asked  that  thej  might  be  allowed 
to  have  some  more  members  come  and  make 
the  laws,  and  that  is  what  the  honorable  member 
for  Wairarapa  said  of  it — that  there  had  been 
many  petitions  sent  down  asking  for  more  mem- 
bers ;  and  I  think  that  this  will  be  the  time  to 
increase  the  number  of  Native  representatives.  But 
I  will  saj  something  now  that  perhaps  the  Speaker 
may  rule  out  of  order  in  mentioning  what  is  out- 
side ;  because  it  states  in  one  clause  of  this  Bill 
that  the  half-castes  are  not  to  be  allowed  to  vote. 
I  find  I  have  mistaken  this  for  the  Native  Bill. 
It  is  in  the  Maori  Representation  Bill  that  the 
provision  respecting  half-castes  to  which  I  wish 
to  refer  is  contained. 

Mr.  H  UTCHISON.  —  The  principle  contained 
in  the  Bill  seems  to  be  this :  that  every  man 
living  in  this  country  shall  have  a  vote;  that 
men  who  have  property,  and  more  especially 
small  properties  scattered  throughout  the  colony, 
shall  have  any  number  of  votes ;  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  Maoris,  who  shall  have  no  votes,  and 
those  who  have  been  guilty  of  certain  crimes, 
unless  they  have  received  a  free  pardon,  which 
they  are  never  likely  to  get.  Therefore  we  ex- 
clude from  votes  all  Maoris,  and  all  the  people 
who  have  been  guilty  of  any  treason,  felony,  or 
infamous  offence.  That  seems  to  be  the  principle 
of  the  Bill.  Now,  as  regards  this  property 
qualification,  I  dissent  from  it  altogether,  and  I 
think  the  Government  will  find  that  the  House 
will  not  support  them  in  it.  The  honorable 
member  for  Grey  and  Bell  endeavoured  very  in- 
geniously to  prove  on  behalf  of  the  Qt)vemment 
that  the  Bill  did  not  mean  to  give  five,  six,  or 
seven  votes  ;  but  tho  whole  superstructure  of  his 
argument  was  overthrown  by  tlie  Hon.  the 
Premier,  who  told  us  that  it  did.  The  Bill  does 
mean  that  a  man  can  have  votes  in  as  many 
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places  as  he  can  afford  to  hold  property.  Now, 
that  fails  to  do  justice,  even  to  property;  be- 
cause,  as  the  honorable  member  for  Akaroa 
showed  very  clearly,  a  farmer  owning  a  large  farm 
worth  £5,000  may  be  living  in  a  pHrticular  dis- 
trict. He  lives  on  his  property  and  attends  to 
his  work  like  an  honest  man,  and  he  has  hi:i  one 
vote;  whereas  another  man  takes  up  a  half- 
section  here  and  another  there,  and  runs  away 
and  bolts  here,  there,  and  everywhere,  and  has  a 
vote  in  respert  of  each  property.  "What  a  large 
number  of  us  contend  for  is  this :  that  properly 
lias  no  special  claim  to  be  represented  in  this 
House.  I  am  not  even  able  to  follow  my  honor- 
able friend  who  speaks  of  the  other  House  being 
the  conservators  of  property.  I  understand  we 
are  going  to  legislate  irrespective  of  property  in 
all  cases,  and  endeavour  simply  to  recognize 
manhood.  Property  will  take  care  of  itself. 
So  long  as  we  are  trained  up — unfortunately,  I 
think — in  that  worship  of  money  and  of  pro- 
perty which  prevails  throughout  the  whole  of 
the  British  dominions,  and  here  just  as  much  as 
elsewhere,  property  will  always  assert  itself.  It 
will  be  conserved  to  a  far  larger  extent  than  it 
ought  to  be  without  having  any  special  repre- 
sentation of  this  kind.  And  we  stand  here  now 
to  contend  and  do  battle  for  the  representation 
of  man — that  wonderful  entity  which  Thomas 
Carlyle  describes  as  standing  upon  two  legs, 
with  a  wonderful  head  upon  its  shoulders,  and 
two  five-fingered  hands  at  its  shackle-bones, — 
that  is  what  we  want  represented.  I  know  quite 
well  that,  as  I  say  this,  there  is  a  sneer  on  the 
faces  of  a  number  of  gentlemen.  They  have  been 
so  trained,  so  brought  up  to  believe  that  property 
is  such  an  essential  thing,  that  when  one  speaks 
of  the  rights  inherent  in  a  man  simply  as  a  man 
they  cannot  help  sneering.  We  had  an  illus- 
tration of  this  to-day.  I  do  not  see  the  honor- 
able member  for  Geraldine  in  his  place,  and  I  do 
not  like  to  say  very  much  about  any  gentleman 
who  is  absent ;  but  he  and  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Dick),  the  honorable 
■member  for  Cheviot,  and  several  other  honorable 
gentlemen,  seem  to  take  a  delight  in  singling  out 
the  ex-Premier  as  a  special  object  of  attack.  The 
honorable  member  for  Dunedin  City,  for  example, 
went  on  talking  about  Sir  Geor^re  Grey  eating  up 
the  Constitution.  Why,  he  could  not  have  ad- 
duced anything  more  in  praise  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  than  that.  The  Constitution,  like  all 
Constitutions,  did  its  work  at  the  time  it  was 
framed,  its  object  being  to  do  the  best  for  this 
colony  at  the  time.  But  we  do  not  remain  for 
ever  in  the  same  groove,  and  we  are  not  going  to 
live  under  the  shadow  of  that  Constitution  ever- 
lastinglv.  An  honorable  gentleman  referred  to 
the  Treaty  of  Waitaugi.  Well,  Sir,  I  thought 
we  had  heard  the  last  of  that  long  ago.  We 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi. 
We  have  to  do  with  what  is  our  business  and 
our  duty  this  day  for  this  colony,  and  not  what 
was  done  thirty  or  forty  years  ago.  And  I  say 
that  the  ex- Premier,  after  framing  our  Constitu- 
tion, has  gone  on  trying  to  do  the  best  he  could 
for  the  colony  year  after  year.  And  thus  there 
has  grown  up  a  feeling  almost  amounting  to 
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positiTO  hatred  against  him,  for  harin^^  taken  the 
idea  of  standing  up  for  the  rights  of  men  as  men, 
irrespective  of  property  altogether.  We  make  no^ 
attack  upon  propeitj ;  we  are  not  revolutionary  in 
any  sense  ;  but  we  SHy  this  :  that  one  man  coming 
to  this  country  ought  to  receiye  the  same  rights 
and  privileges  as  another.  We  wish  to  abolish 
all  this  idea  of  caste  arising  from  property.  At 
least,  I  am  speaking  for  myself  when  I  say  so :  and 
we  ought  to  remember  one  or  two  things.  We 
ought  to  remember  that  we  only  do  honor  to  our- 
selves when  we  endeaTOur,  to  some  extent  at  all 
events,  to  do  honor  to  the  one  gentleman  who  has 
an  historic  name  amongst  us  in  this  House.  Sir 
Gkorge  Grey  has  abdicated  voluntarily  the  leader- 
ship of  his  party,  but  I  take  leave  to  say  this  :  that 
j  ust  as  the  old  Highland  chieftain  said, "  Whereyer 
Macgregor  sits,  there  is  the  head  of  the  table,"  so 
I  say,  **  Wherever  the  ex-Premier  sits  in  this 
House,  there  is  the  head  of  this  House."  And  I 
cannot  help  saying  further — and  I  say  it  all  the 
more  because  I  am  no  partisan — that  Sir  George 
Grey  is  only  receiving  the  same  treatment  that  all 
reformers  hare  received  from  the  beginning,  at 
least  from  the  dajs  of  Gracchus  to  the  days  of 
Mirahcau  and  onwards.  The  good  he  has  done  is 
not  remembered,  and  the  little  evil  that  has  fol- 
lowed his  endeavours  is  continually  talked  of. 
That  is  all  his  reward,  and  he  must  console  him- 
self with  that  reflection.  Well,  we  are  going  to 
get  rid  of  this  property  qualification.  I  believe 
the  members  of  the  Government  will  acquiesce  in, 
and  be  prepared  to  meet,  the  views  of  the  House 
in  that  respect.  Now,  about  the  Maoris:  I  do 
not  hold  any  very  strong  opinion  on  this  point, 
but  I  can  well  understand  how  this  clause  comes 
in.  It  seems  to  me  very  logical  that  it  should  be 
here  in  connection  with  the  legislation  which  is 
proposed.  Statesmanship  is  simply  a  question  of 
adaptation  and  expediency,  and  of  taking  the  hest 
means  possible  for  government  in  certain  respects. 
Now,  I  can  well  see  that  to  have  a  special 
Maori  franchise  and  representation  does  justify 
such  a  clause  as  this ;  and  the  question  for  the 
House,  I  take  it,  is  this :  Will  it  tend  to  the 
better  government  of  the  Maori  race  that  this 
clause  should  stand  as  it  is,  or  that  we  should 

five  them  the  extra  franchise  ?  I  am  inclined  to 
elieve  that  we  should  give  the  Maoris  the  right 
of  voting  along  with  ourselves,  as  a  matter  of 
expediency.  As  a  matter  of  right,  I  do  not 
know  whether  they  are  entitled  to  it  or  not,  and 
I  know  that  strong  arguments  may  be  adduced 
against  their  having  this  franchise.  More  than 
one  country  district  can  be  found,  not  far  from 
Wellington,  where  the  Maori  rote  comes  in  and 
really  swamps  the  European  rote.  And  one 
would  not  mind  tliat  at  all,  if  it  were  not  that 
the  swamping  is  done  simply  because  one  Maori 
doctor  can  manipulate  the  votes  better  than  an- 
other Maori  doctor,  and  get  all  the  rotes  of  the 
Natives  for  a  particular  man.  It  is  rather  a  hard 
case  for  a  candidate  who  is  endeavouring  to  come 
in  upon  some  particular  principle,  that  he  should 
be  outvoted  by  a  race  who  take  no  interest  in  the 
questions  that  are  agitating  the  European  mind, 
and  who  vote  because  an  inducement  is  held  out 
to  them  by  some  men  who  can  talk  Maori.  That 
Mr.  Hutchiton 


is  rather  a  hard  case ;  hut  the  question  is  this : 
Shall  we  bear  thope  ills  we  have,  rather  than 
rush  upon  others  that  we  know  not  of? — and. 
ray  impression  is  that  it  will  be  wiser  to  allow 
the  Maoris  to  be  on  the  rolls  as  they  hare  been  in 
times  past.  It  would  not  do  to  interfere  yery 
largely  with  the  matter.  This  franchise  may  be 
a  satisfaction  and  a  pleasure  to  the  Maoris ;  and 
I  think,  on  the  whole,  the  Government  will  see 
that  it  is  better  that  it  should  be  given  to 
them.  I  am  speaking,  as  I  have  said,  not  in 
any  partisan  view  with  regard  to  these  matters. 
My  belief  is,  the  Government  have  only  a  desire 
to  make  this  measure  what  the  country  would 
wish  it  to  be — with  the  exception,  perhaps,  of  this 
property  arrangement,  which  I  am  afraid  thej 
would  like  to  carry  if  they  possibly  could.  1 
may  be  wrong,  but  I  have  a  very  strong  impres- 
sion that  we  now  have  a  Government  which  is 
particularly  fond  of  property  and  fond  of  acres. 
We  are  all  fond  of  aci-es — but  their  special  desire 
is  to  protect  the  interest  of  acres  as  against  the 
interest  of  men.  I  may  be  wrong ;  but  we  shall 
see  before  long,  when  we  come  to  vote  on  this 
Bill.  That  is  the  fear  I  have ;  otherwise  I  am 
sure  their  aim  is  to  make  this  Bill  all  that  we 
can  desire.  I  hope  I  shall  not  be  considered  an 
advocate  of  criminals,  but  I  think  that,  after  a 
man  has  suffered  for  his  crime  and  goes  among 
his  fellows,  he  should  not  be  debarred  from 
the  right  to  vote.  It  is  utterly  wrong  that  we 
should  keep  up  the  recollection  of  a  crime  after  a 
man  has  paid  the  penalty  meted  out  to  him  by 
the  law.  As  individuals  we  may  refuse  to  asso- 
ciate with  him  ;  but  after  the  law  has  punished  a 
man  he  is  again  entitled  to  all  the  rights  of  a 
citizen.  I  have  nothing*  further  to  say.  I  shall 
support  the  second  reading,  in  the  hope  that  in 
Committee  we  shall  improve  it  wherever  neces- 
saiT. 

Mr.  MURRAY.—The  honorable  gentleman 
who  has  just  sat  down  was  pleased  to  make  some 
remarks  ou  the  subject  of  property  for  my  special 
benefit.  It  may  be  that  I  am  very  obtuse,  or  that 
his  meaning  was  very  obscure,  but  really  I  failed 
to  discover  any  argument  in  anything  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  said. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  was  speaking  about  the 
ladies.  I  do  not  know  whether  the  honorable 
gentleman  is  particularly  interested  in  that  matter. 

Mr.  MURRAY. — We  have  simply  had  a  repe- 
tition of  the  statements  of  those  persons  who  rail 
at  others  who,  by  prudence  and  industry,  have 
got  together  a  hu^er  share  of  this  world's  goods 
than  hare  fallen  to  their  own  lot.  It  is  not  the 
question  of  Liberalism  or  of  any  particular  dogma 
that  we  should  take  as  our  guide.  Wo  should 
take  Locke's  maxim,  that  the  end  of  all  govern- 
ment is  the  good  of  mankind ;  and  we  should 
adopt  such  measures  ns  will  attain  that  object. 
On  this  point,  I  will  quote  a  passage  from  De 
Tocqueville,  who  says, — 

"  It  should  be  the  aim  of  the  enlightened  states- 
man to  prepare  society  for  its  increasing  responsi- 
bilities, to  educate  the  people,  to  train  them  in 
the  ways  of  freedom,  to  intrust  them  with  larger 
franchises,  to  reform  the  laws,  and  to  bring  the 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


1879.] 


Qualification  of 


[HOUSE.] 


Electors  Bill, 


85 


gOTemment  of  the  State  into  harmony  with  the 
judgment  of  it«  wisest  citizens." 

I  think  that  lentiment  is  re-echoed  b j  a  ma- 
jority of  this  House,  and  I  trust  that  when  we 
begin  the  work  of  liberalizing  our  Constitution 
we  shall  keep  these  maxims  in  view.  But  it  is 
no  use  granting  a  more  liberal  franchise  unless 
we  also  take  into  consideration  the  question  of 
readjusting  the  reprcseniation.  llere  is  what 
another  great  Liberal,  John  Bright,  says : — 

*'  Wo  must  watch  the  point  of  redistribution 
with  the  keenest  eye.  and  repudiate  without 
mercy  any  Reform  Bill  of  any  Goremment, 
whatever  its  franchise,  if  it  does  not  satisfy  the 
just  wishes  of  the  people  in  regard  to  redistribu- 
tion." 

I  think  there  is  more  necessity  for  a  fair  and 
equitable  adjustment  of  representation  than  for 
all  these  liberal  measures.  I  do  not  think  the 
proposals  contained  in  this  Bill  are  likely  to  com- 
mend themselves  to  the  intelligence  of  this  coun- 
try. I  cannot  approve  of  many  of  the  proposals. 
The  Bill  introduced  during  the  late  abortive 
8ej>sion  provided  a  much  more  satisfactory  solu- 
tion of  the  difSculty.  There  were  two  proposals 
in  that  Bill  with  regard  to  the  franchise — the 
residence  and  the  ratepayers'  quaUfications  ;  and 
by  the  issuo  of  voting  rights  an  excellent  pre- 
ventive of  personation  was  provided.  Clause  37 
was  to  this  effect : — 

"  Any  person  claiming  to  be  entitled  hereunder 
to  have  an  elector's  right  issued  to  him  for  any 
electoral  district  shall  apply  in  person  to  the  Re- 
gistration Officer  of  such  district  for  the  purpose, 
and,  in  the  presence  of  the  Registration  Officer, 
shall  sign  his  name  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  the 
purpose,  and  also  6evei*ally  in  the  body  and  the 
butt  of  the  elector's  right  to  be  issued,  before  the 
issue  thereof,  and  pay  to  the  said  office  the  sum 
of  two  shillings." 

I  think  that  would  meet  the  view  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Christchurch  City  (Mr. 
Andrews).  If  the  same  principle  were  adopted 
in  this  Bill,  and  extended  to  the  ratepayers' 
franchise,  so  that  one  uniform  description  of 
receipt  should  be  used  throughout  New  Zealand, 
and  that  it  should  be  signed  by  the  receiver  as 
well  as  by  the  person  by  whom  it  was  issued, 
we  should  hare  an  effectual  guarantee  against 
personation.  In  regard  to  the  residence  qualifi- 
cation, I  think  we  should  provide  that  no  person 
who  is  an  habitual  drunkard,  or  who  is  insane,  or 
who  has  been  guilty  of  crime,  should  be  capable 
of  being  an  elector  or  of  sitting  in  this  House, 
for  we  cannot  be  too  careful  in  keeping  the 
electorate  pure.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  we 
have  not  kept  our  elections  pure;  and  in  con- 
nection with  this  matter  I  may  quote  the  words 
of  Avellaneda,  President  of  the  Argentine  Re- 
public, who  said,  "  When  the  public  vote  is 
tampered  with,  we  must  remember  that  repre- 
sentative institutions  exist  but  in  name."  There- 
fore, while  we  are  passing  these  measures  for 
extending  the  franchise,  unless  we  take  some  steps 
to  prevent  the  unfair  use  of  the  vote,  we  shall  set 
*ip  a  mockery  in  the  name  of  liberty.  Tlie  rate- 
payers' franchise  under  this  Bill  does  leave  room 
tor  the  fear  that  a  great  number  of  faggot  votes 


will  be  created  to  swamp  the  outlying  country 
districts.  We  had  experience  of  that  during 
tlie  lato  elections ;  and,  if  these  faggot  votes  are 
allowed  to  be  created  for  the  sum  of  £25,  we 
may  rest  assured  that  the  outlying  districts 
will  be  swamped  by  the  voters  from  towns. 
I  think  that  if  we  deny  to  property  the  right  to 
vote  where  the  ratepayer  lives,  and  only  allow  him 
to  vote  by  virtue  of  his  manhood,  we  do  a  great 
injustice.  If  I  gave  property  the  right  to  a  vote 
I  should  give  it  in  the  district  where  the  owner 
lived,  otherwise  we  should  favour  an  absentee  pro- 
prietary ;  and  I  should  object  to  the  outside  vote 
coming  in  to  swamp  the  resident  proprietor  who 
could  only  vote  by  virtue  of  his  mauhood.  In 
regard  to  the  female  franchise,  if  we  are  going 
to  discard  all  those  trammels  which  have  been  a 
disgrace  to  the  British  Constitution  for  ages  past, 
we  shall  show  that  at  last  woman  shall  be  placed 
on  an  equality  with  man.  .  I  will  not  go  so  far  as 
to  say,  however,  that,  because  a  lady  occupies  the 
highest  position  in  the  British  Empire,  female 
members  would  be  altogether  suitable  in  this 
House:  not  that  they  would  not  conduct  them- 
selves wisely,  decorously,  and  well,  but  their 
agreeable  presence  would,  I  fear,  prolong  the 
sessions  greatly.  I  was  much  pleased  with  the 
speech  of  the  honorable  member  for  the  Northern 
Maori  District : — there  was  a  fine  manly  ring 
about  it :  but  I  think  he  was  misled.  There  is  no 
desire  to  do  injustice  to  the  Maoris.  We  should 
prefer  to  see  them  fight  out  their  differences  on 
the  floor  of  this  House,  and  not  on  the  battle- 
field with  the  tomahawk.  I  fear  that  there  may 
be  difficulties  in  dealing  with  this  question,  and 
possibly  the  best  manner  of  seti  ling  it  is  to  leave 
matters  as  they  are,  for  I  believe  that  in  the 
course  of  the  next  four  or  five  years  there  will  be 
a  Tciy  considerable  change.  I  believe  the  time 
is  not  far  distant  when  the  Native  members  will 
be  able  to  take  part  in  the  debates  of  this  House 
in  the  English  language,  instead  of  speaking 
through  the  medium  of  their  interpreter.  With 
regard  to  the  introduction  of  aliens,  some  honor- 
able members  have  said  that  a  man  should  have 
a  right  to  vote  immediately  he  puts  his  foot  on 
these  shores.  I  entirely  dissent  from  that  riew. 
We  frequently  have  the  United  States  held  up 
to  us  as  an  example;  and  what  is  done  there P 
I  will  read  a  naturalization  paper,  which  every 
one  must  subscribe  to  before  he  is  allowed  to 
take  part  in  the  elections  of  the  United  States. 
It  is  as  follows : — 

''  It  appearing  to  the  satisfaction  of  this  Court, 
by  the  oaths  of  A.B.  and  CD.,  citizens  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  witnesses  for  that  pur- 
pose firat  duly  sworn  and  examined,  that  E.B.,  a 
native  of  [Scotland],  has  resided  within  the  limit 
and  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States 
five  years  at  least  last  past,  and  within  the  State 

of for  one  year  last  past,  and  that  during 

all  of  said  five  years'  time  he  has  behaved  as  a 
man  of  good  moral  character,  attached  to  the 
principles  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  well-disposed  to  the  good  order  and 
happiness  of  the  same ;  and  it  also  appearing  to 
the  Court  by  competent  evidence  that  the  said 
appUcant  has  heretofore,  and  more  than  two  years 
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since,  and  in  due  form  of  law,  declared  his  inten- 
tion to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
and  having  now,  liere  before  this  Court,  taken 
an  oath  that  lie  will  support  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  and  that  he  doth 
absolutely  and  entirely  renounce  and  abjure  all 
allegiance  and  fidelity  to  every  foreign  prince, 
potentate,  state,  or  sovereignty  whatever,  and 
particularly  to  Victoria,  Queen  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  :  it  is  therefore  adjudged  and  de- 
creed that  the  said  E.F.  be  and  he  is  hereby 
admitted  and  declared  to  be  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States  of  America.— Signed,  J.P.,  Judge. 
—Signature  of  E.F." 

The  signature  of  the  applicant  is  appended  to 
show  that  he  is  the  individual  entitled  to  vote, 
and  that  is  all  that  is  necesdary.  They  therefore 
dispense  with  these  cumbrous  rolls.  As  there 
are  to  be  several  other  Bills  brought  before  the 
House,  I  shall  not  take  up  time  now ;  but  I  may 
say  I  am  glad  we  are  brought  face  fo  face  with 
what  has  been  called  the  great  liberal  policy 
which  has  for  so  long  been  dangled  before  us  in 
order  to  take  away  our  attention  from  other  im- 
portant matters.  That  policy  has  taken  the  place 
here  which  the  foreign  policy  of  England  has 
taken  at  Home  in  the  hands  of  the  Conservatives 
in  order  to  prevent  the  people  attending  to  inter- 
nal improvements  and  necessary  reforms.  These 
measures  are  now  in  a  fair  way  to  be  disposed  of, 
and  then  I  hope  the  House  will  devote  itself  to 
practical  measures  to  promote  the  prosperity  and 
progress  of  the  colony  and  the  welfare  of  the 
people. 

Mr.  LUNDON.— Sir,  I  am  ghid  to  have  heard 
the  debate  upon  this  Bill.  When  I  came  down 
here  I  came  down  afraid  that  the  Maoris  would 
not  get  justice  ;  but  I  see  to-night  that  they 
will  get  a  full  measure  of  it,  and  I  think  that 
they  have  nothing  to  fear  in  that  direction.  Some 
questions  have  been  asked  by  honorable  members 
not  acquainted  with  the  Natives ;  and,  as  I  am,  I 
will  answer  them.  The  honorable  member  for 
Akaroa  was  anxious  and  willing  to  give  the  Maoris 
the  same  franchise  as  Europeant»,  provided  they 
were  made  responsible  with  regard  to  taxation. 
I  can  tell  him  for  a  fact  that  there  ore  Maoris 
sitting  in  the  County  Council  of  Hokianga,  and 
they  pay  their  taxes  willingly  and  without  any 
difficulty — much  more  willingly  than  Europeans. 
There  are  also  Maoris  on  tho  Eoad  Boards  in  the 
Mongonui  District,  who  have  been  paying  their 
rates  for  years.  Then,  there  is  the  County  of 
Waitemata,  the  district  which  Mr.  Reader  Wood 
represents:  the  members  of  that  County  Council 
are  all  merchants  and  business  men  of  Auckland, 
who  know  very  well  what  they  are  about.  They 
sent  to  Mr.  Whitaker,the  present  Attorney- Gene- 
ral, for  a  legal  opinion,  and  ho  gave  his  opinion  in 
writing  to  the  elf«ft  that  the  Maori*  are  uncwer- 
able  for  rates  on  lands  Crown-grant e<l  to  them, 
ond  alj»o  for  ratts  for  ceitificates  of  title.  W^lmt 
Mr.  Whilaker  as  member  for  Waikato  may  have 
said  I  do  not  attach  much  value  to ;  but, 
when  he  speoks  as  a  paid  lawyer,  I  pay  great 
attention  to  him — I  do  not  think  we  could  have 
a  higher  authority  than  he.  As  to  the  asser- 
tion that  the  Maoris  do  not  care  to  have  a 
Jfr.  Murray 


vote,  the  best  proof  to  the  contrary  that  I  can 
give  is  the  instance  quoted  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Wairarapa  on  the  authority  of  the 
late  member  for  Mongonui  and  the  Bay  of  Islands. 
When  the  Natives  up  there  were  applied  to  and 
told  that  they  would  get  increased  special  repre- 
sentation if  they  would  only  give  up  their  claim 
to  the  electoral  franchise,  they  said  at  once  they 
would  not  give  up  tlieir  natural  rights  for  any 
special  representation.  The  consequence  was,  that 
at  the  last  election  there  were  five  candidates  put 
up  to  represent  the  Mongonui  and  Bay  of  Islands 
District,  and,  although  the  late  member  was  the 
only  one  for  the  Opposition,  and  the  others  were 
for  Sir  George  Grey,  he  was  the  last  on  the  poll. 
And,  more  than  that,  a  public  meeting  was  held 
at  Hokianga,  both  of  Europeans  and  Maoris,  and 
a  petition  was  got  up  and  signed  by  at  least  a 
thousand  persons,  which  was  presented  to  this 
House  by  Sir  George  Grey  ;  and  in  that  petition 
they  said,  "  Rather  than  you  should  take  away 
our  natural  rights,  we  will  give  up  our  special 
representation.'*  I  hold  they  have  a  right  to  the 
special  representation  too,  and  the  man  who  gave 
it  to  them  conferred  not  only  a  great  boon  on 
them,  but  a  great  honor  on  the  Europeans.  It 
was  the  late  Sir  Donald  McLean  who  gave  them 
that.  At  that  time  there  was  no  borrowing  of 
money,  but  now  you  are  borrowing  it  to  any 
amount ;  and  on  what  ?  On  the  Customs  revenue 
and  the  land  revenue.  If  you  do  not  give  the 
Maoris  special  representation,  you  are  not  acting 
fairly  towards  them  in  borrowing  money  to  make 
roads  and  bridges,  while  the  land  on  the  security 
of  which  you  are  borrowing  is  still  in  the  hands 
of  the  Natives.  You  cannot  make  roads  through 
their  lands,  because  they  will  not  allow  you,  and 
therefore  you  make  them  on  your  own  land 
on  the  security  of  theirs.  Therefore  I  say  the 
I  Maori  members  here  represent  a  larger  landed 
estate  than  all  the  rest  of  us  put  together.  Then, 
I  with  regard  to  their  being  on  the  roll  for  their 
I  freehold  property,  surely  a  man  born  in  a  country 
1  has  as  much  ri^ht  to  be  on  the  roll  as  a  man  who 
1  came  to  it.  If  you  are  going  to  try  and  make 
I  them  give  up  the  rights  which  were  conferred 
upon  them  by  the  Queen  in  the  Constitution  Act, 
do  you  think  they  will  agree  to  it  ?  I  say,  if  you 
did  that,  it  would  be  robbing  them.  It  would  not 
bo  like  robbing  them  of  their  land  or  of  their 
wometi,  but  of  that  for  which  all  men  should 
fight,  as  their  natural  right.  Why  should  men 
in  this  House  who  are,  so  to  speak,  strangers  in 
the  country,  come  here  and  ask  them  to  give  up 
their  rights  ?  It  is  absurd  to  think  of  doing  such 
a  thing.  I  am  very  glad  the  opinion  of  the  House 
has  been  expressed  as  it  has  been,  and  that  the 
Premier  is  going  to  take  awav  this  4th  subsection. 
Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR.— Hi  did  not  say  so. 
Mr.  LUNDON.— Then  I  hope  he  will ;  and,  if 
he  does  not,  he  will  never  get  my  vot*,  and  I  am 
rather  well  inclined  towards  the  Government.  I 
say  now,  honestly,  that  if  the  tone  of  the  debates 
in  the  House  the  session  before  last  session,  and 
I  at  the  la«t  session,  had  been  as  it  has  been  to- 
I  night,  I  should  never  have  wanted  or  attempted 
to  come  down  here.  Half  of  the  people  who  sent 
I  me  here  were  Maoris ;  and  why  should  we  be 
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afraid  of  their  sending  members  here?  When 
Mr.  William  Katene  was  a  member  of  this  House, 
thej  allowed  him  to  spend  £5,000  a  year,  which 
was  voted  bj  the  House  under  a  recolution  by 
Mr.  Famall.  I  heard  Mr.  Richardi^on,  who  was 
then  in  the  Government,  say  he  had  such  con- 
fidence in  Mr.  Katene  that  he  would  trust  him 
with  the  spending  of  this  money  in  the  district. 
That  gentleman  stood  agaiust  me  at  the  last  elec- 
tion. Mr.  Williams  was  also  a  candidate,  and 
he  had  been  a  member  of  this  House  for  seven 
years.  When  the  elections  came  on,  Mr.  Wil- 
liams got  most  votes  in  the  district  where  he 
had  most  influence,  and  Mr.  Katene  got  most 
votes  in  the  place  where  he  had  most  in- 
fluence, and  I  got  most  where  I  had  most  in- 
fluence ;  BO  that  is  proof  that  the  Maoris  did  not 
follow  any  particular  person  like  sheep.  I  do 
not  think  it  is  right  that  honorable  gentlemen 
should  bring  up  matters  in  this  House  that  are 
likely  to  cause  irritation,  and  I  am  eorry  that 
the  honorable  member  for  Wairarapa  has  done 
so.  He  is  not  here  now,  or  I  could  show  him  the 
evidence  that  was  taken  by  the  Commissioner  who 
inquired  into  the  roll  of  that  district.  However, 
the  Bill  before  us  is  of  more  importance  than  my- 
self, and  I  will  give  the  House  an  instance  or  two 
of  the  interest  the  Maoris  take  in  these  elections. 
Thirteen  Natives  in  the  Waihou  Riding  had  votes 
for  the  County  Council  of  Hokianga.  Two  of 
these  came  forty  miles  to  vote,  and  on  the  night 
before  the  election  it  was  found  that  another  was 
absent.  They  were  asked  why  he  had  not  come, 
and  they  said  it  was  because  he  had  no  trousers, 
and  he  was  afraid  to  go  through  the  township. 
So  they  sent  for  him  a  distance  of  about  seven- 
teen miles.  He  had  to  come  against  the  tide ;  it 
would  be  liigh  tide  about  twelve  o'clock  on  the 
day  of  the  election ;  but  he  went  to  the  wrong 
riding,  and  had  to  go  four  miles  further  up,  and 
then  four  miles  bac-k,  so  that  he  had  to  (ravel 
altogether  about  forty-two  miles  to  go  and  record 
his  vote  on  that  occasion.  I  give  you  that  in- 
stance to  show  that  the  Maori  really  places  more 
value  on  a  vote  than  a  European.  I  will  give 
you  another  example.  Mr.  Stafford  and  Mr. 
Gillies  turned  out  the  Fox  Ministry,  and  twenty- 
eight  days  afterwards  Sir  Julius  Vogel  brought 
a  vote  of  want  of  confidence  against  the  new 
Government.  There  was  at  that  time  a  Native 
in  this  House  named  Wi  Farata,  and  he  wanted 
to  vote  for  the  Stafford  Government:  twenty- 
eight  days  after  he  was  bought,  and  the  price 
he  got  was  to  stick  Wi  Tako  and  Mokena  into 
the  other  House  and  give  himself  a  sent  on 
the  Government  benches.  There  was  a  Euro- 
pean bought  at  the  same  time,  and  he  was 
bought  for  the  editorship  of  a  paper  in  Otago. 
Consequently,  that  shows  that  the  Maori  put 
a  grrat  deal  more  value  on  a  vote  than  the 
European.  There  were  Europeans,  too,  bought 
here  lately,  and  they  did  not  get  half  as  much. 
I  give  these  points  to  young  members  who  are 
strangers  in  this  House  to  think  over.  If  I 
have  not  been  in  this  House  long  as  a  member, 
I  have  often  been  in  the  Speakers  Gallery, 
and  I  could  give  many  instances  of  that  sort  of 
thing ;  but  it  is  getting  rather  late  now.    I  am 


sorry  the  honorable  member  for  Wairarapa  is  not 
present,  for  I  could  let  him  know  something  on 
one  point  that  he  would  not  like  to  hear.  He 
said  the  honorable  member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands 
saw  one  man  sign  twenty  voting- papers,  and  did 
not  stop  him.  I  have  seen  worse  things  than 
that  done  in  this  House.  The  Royal  Commission 
did  not  go  far  enough  in  that  inquiry ;  but  I 
think  it  will  be  found  in  the  evidence  that  I  ad- 
vised that  man  not  to  do  it.  I  was  asked  whether 
I  saw  one  man  sign  all  those  papers,  and  I  ad- 
mitted it ;  but  they  attach  no  blame  to  me,  be- 
cause I  had  advised  him  not  to  do  it ;  and  he  was 
a  Justice  of  the  Peace  then,  and  is  now.  Then  the 
late  Returning  Officer,  Mr.  Williams,  gave  the 
number  of  names  on  the  electoral  roll,  and  he 
swore  that  a  number  of  those  were  minors ;  but 
here  is  the  evidence,  and  it  will  be  seen  that  many 
of  them  were  grown  up,  and  that  one  of  them, 
at  all  events,  was  a  man  of  fifty  years  of  age.  I 
offered  to  produce  those  eight  men  before  the 
Commissioner,  but  he  said,  **  There  is  no  neces- 
sity, because  that  part  of  the  case  has  broken 
down."  There  is  another  magistrate,  Mr.  W.  B. 
White,  at  Mongonui,  drawing  £600  a  year,  and  he 
gave  evidence  that  he  had  been  blind  for  two  years ; 
that  he  did  the  duties  of  Resident  Magistrate, 
and  that  his  wife  and  daughter  did  the  clerking. 
He  wrote  to  the  Returning  Officer — the  sitting 
member's  brother — that  so-and-so  were  Lundon's 
friends;  and,  consequently,  all  were  objected  to. 
Here  is  the  roll  for  1877-78.  In  that  roll  there 
are  106  Maoris  who  resided  in  the  Returning 
Officer's  immediat-e  neighbourhood,  and  there  are 
only  two  Maoris  belonging  to  the  Mongonui 
County,  where  I  had  influence,  and  those  two 
are  Justices  of  the  Peace.  In  this  roll  there  are 
106  Natives  belonging  to  the  Church  of  England. 
There  are  800  Catholics  on  the  other  side,  but  not 
one  of  them  is  on  t<he  roll.  I  sent  a  petition  to 
this  House  asking  for  an  inquiry  ;  and  Mr.  Whit- 
aker  (the  Attorney-General),  in  reply  to  the  honor- 
able member  for  Newton,  said  that  there  would  be 
an  inquiry.  I  went  to  Mr.  Whitaker  in  Auck- 
land, and  asked  him  if  he  was  going  to  appoint 
any  one  to  inquire  and  to  report  on  my  petition, 
and  said  that  the  inquiry  must  not  be  made  by  a 
man  in  the  district,  or  a  Government  officer. 
Mr.  Whitaker  handed  over  the  appointment  to 
his  friend  Dr.  Pollen,  who  handed  it  over  to  Mr. 
Kemp  —  a  relative  of  the  Willium«e*,  and  the 
head  of  the  Native  Department,  the  rottenest 
department  in  the  colony.  Mr.  Kemp  appointed 
a  broken-down  militia  major  to  go  down,  and 
hold  an  inquiry.  He  made  the  inquiry,  and 
made  it  Terj  "  hot"  for  me.  If  Mr.  Whitaker  had 
done  his  duty,  and  himself  appointed  some  one  to 
hold  the  inquiry,  he  would  not  be  in  the  Lords 
to-day,  but  would  be  here.  He  handed  the  duty 
over  to  Dr.  Pollen,  who  handed  it  to  Mr.  Kemp, 
the  head  of  the  Native  Department  in  Auck- 
land. That  is  essentially  a  rotten  department, 
because  when  n  man  is  bad  ho  goes  amongst  the 
Maoris.  The  missionaries  are  right  on  the  whole ; 
but  they  have  no  energy.  But  those  who  run 
away  from  their  fellow- men  go  amongst  the  Maoris; 
and  the  Native  Department  will  be  bad  until  the 
Natives  are  educated  and  can  do  the  work  for 
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themselves.  Mr.  Brjce  was  a  stranger  to  mc. 
As  far  as  his  report  goes,  I  do  not  find  fault 
with  him  ;  but  it  does  not  go  far  enough.  When 
Mr.  Williams  did  wrong  Mr.  Brjce  is  sorry 
for  it ;  but  when  I  did  wrong  he  is  glad  of 
it.  But  Mr.  Williams  was  a  magistrate  ;  h'e 
took  an  oath  that  he  would  do  no  wrong  ;  and  he 
drew  £500  a  year.  I  was  paid  nothing  ;  I  look 
no  oath  to  do  no  wrong.  Now,  I  wanted  to  make 
the  state  of  affairs  as  bad  as  possible.  Desperate 
diseases  require  desperate  remedies,  and  I  said, 
"  I  will  make  the  state  of  affairs  so  rotten  and 
bad  that  they  must  have  an  inquiry."  Well,  an 
inquiry  was  held,  and  the  end  of  it  is  that  we  are 
all  bad.  I  went  to  the  district  fire  years  ago, 
and  I  am  here  now.  I  like  the  Natives.  They 
are  a  generous,  honest  people,  and,  as  a  rule,  they 
are  fair  and  square  in  their  dealings.  There  is 
no  doubt  in  the  world  that  in  a  few  years  the 
Natives  will  be  quite  able  to  come  in  here  nnd 
take  part  in  the  debates  of  this  House.  In  the 
district  I  represent  there  are  twenty- two  Native 
schools,  and  some  of  them  are  a  credit  to  the 
country.  Until  you  have  the  Natives  hero  help- 
ing the  Ministers  to  manage  Native  difficulties, 
the  Native  Department  will  essentially  be  a  rotten 
one.  The  honomblo  nember  for  the  Northern 
Maori  District  said  that  if  the  Maoris  were  taken 
off*  the  roll  there  would  be  trouble.  I  bi  lieve  that 
if  the  Natives  are  not  allowed  the  same  rights 
and  privileges  as  ourselves  there  will  be  trouble. 
The  Native  mind  is  in  a  very  disturbed  state  at 
present,  and  there  wouM  be  very  little  difficulty 
in  kindling  a  ffame  which  would  cause  u  great 
deal  of  trouble,  expense,  and  bloodshed.  Although 
I  cannot  speak  the  Maori  language,  I  understand 
it,  and  I  know  that  the  Natives  were  never  in 
a  more  excited  state.  I  do  not  envy  honorable 
f^entlemen  sitting  on  those  benclies;  and  the 
Native  Minister  will  haye  his  work  cut  out  for 
him. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  —  I  think  the  aovernment 
ought  to  be  extremely  gratified  by  the  satisfac- 
tion expressed  by  all  honorable  members  who 
have  spoken  on  the  measure  before  the  House. 
I  think  it  will  soon  be  necessary  to  institute  a 
search  for  the  great  Liberal  party  which  was  in 
existence  a  few  days  ago,  seeing  the  leaders  are 
conspicuous  by  their  absence.  I  quite  under- 
stand the  meaning  of  the  Bill  viih  regard  to 
giving  the  dual  residential  arid  property  votes. 
Under  subsection  (1)  a  person  resident  in  Victoria 
or  the  Old  Country  would  be  entitled  to  be  regis- 
tered if  he  held  twenty-five  pounds'  worth  of 
property.  That  places  us  in  the  position  we  have 
occupied  hitherto.  While  objecting  to  the  property 
vote  as  a  property  vote,  I  also  object  to  it  as  being 
cumbersome.  In  the  past  wo  have  found  that 
the  more  Acts  which  have-  been  made  law  on  this 
subject  the  more  difficult  it  was  to  put  people  on 
the  roll.  I  hate  the  name  of  "roll"  as  applied  in 
this  measure.  We  are  told  by  the  Government 
and  the  papers  that  70  per  cent,  of  the  n»ale 
adults  in  the  colony  are  on  the  roll.  Nothing  of  the 
kind.  In  my  own  district  last  year  the  Revising 
Officer  purged  the  i-oll  of  seven  hundred  names 
which,  through  the  present  cumbrous  system,  , 
had  remained  on  the  roll  for  some  years,  al-  ' 
Mr,  Lundon 


though  the  parties  had  moved  to  other  districts, 
where  they  had  registered  themselves,  or  had 
removed  to  other  parts  of  the  same  district 
and  sent  in  fresh  claims.  Out  of  a  roll  of  three 
thousand  names,  seven  hundred  were  struck  off. 
The  same  thing  will  occur  again  if  we  allow  this 
system  to  be  perpetuated.  Without  exception, 
during  the  late  elections  the  cry  was  for  •*  man- 
hood suff*rage,"  and  during  the  late  no-confidence 
debate  all  the  speakers  advocated  that  principle. 
There  was  very  little  said  about  property  votes. 
I  give  the  Premier  credit  for  the  ingenious  way 
he  introduced  the  measure :  he  provoked  as  little 
hostility  as  possible.  But  it  was  his  duty  to  tell 
us  everything,  and  to  tell  us  what  he  explained  a 
few  miuutes  a^o.  In  Committee  I  shall  protest 
against  subsection  (1),  clause  2.  I  do  not  see  any 
difficulty  in  adopting  the  principle  adopted  in  Vic- 
toria. It  has  been  tried,  and  has  not  been  found 
wanting.  It  was  tried  in  this  colony  in  the  Act 
which  allowed  every  person  who  held  a  miner's 
right,  and  presented  it,  to  vote.  Why,  Sir,  that  was 
complete  manhood  sufi'rage  to  a  certain  section 
of  the  residents  of  New  Zealand,  and  it  has  worked 
satisfiictorily.  A  person  holding  a  miner's  right 
never  parts  with  it,  as  he  secures  by  it  certain 
privileges.  He  has  the  right  to  vote  upon  it.  If 
the  system  were  adopted,  the  whole  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Registration  of  Electors  Bill  from 
the  5th  clause  might  be  swept  away.  The  system 
in  Victoria  is  this :  When  a  man  has  been  twelve 
months  re?iding  in  the  colony,  he  goes  to  the 
Registration  Officer  and  says  he  wants  his  name 
put  upon  the  roll— ho  wants  to  have  liis  elec- 
toral rijght.  The  man's  address,  name,  and 
occupation  are  taken  down.  If  he  gives  a  false 
address,  or  if  he  has  not  been  living  twelve 
months  in  the  colony,  he  is  liable  to  a  severe 
penalty.  If  the  Registration  Officer  entertains 
any  doubt^,  he  goes  to  the  address  given  in  order 
to  satisiy  himself,  or  he  requires  the  applicant  to 
bring  two  respectable  householders  to  testify  to 
the  accuracy  of  his  statement  that  he  has  reAided 
twelve  months  in  the  colony.  The  electoral  right 
is  issued  to  the  applicant,  and  his  name  written 
in  a  book.  When  an  election  takes  place  in 
the  district,  the  electoral  right  is  presented,  and 
the  vote  is  duly  recorded.  Electors  are  very 
careful  of  their  electoral  rights,  and  exercise 
them  when  any  election  took  place.  The  same 
privilege  might  be  given  to  the  people  of  New 
Zealand.  That  woiUd  be  an  easy  way  of  cari-y- 
in<;  out  a  great  liberal  measure.  The  trouble- 
some and  cumbrous  method  proposed  in  the 
Registration  of  Electors  Bill  would  not  give 
general  satisfaction  to  the  country.  This  Bill 
continues  the  vei-y  evil  as  to  tlie  registration  of 
votes  which  has  been  so  loudly  complained  of. 
Whfu  a  person  was  objected  to,  instead  of  the 
objector  being  required  to  prove  his  case,  the 
onus  rested  on  the  person  objected  to  to  prove 
that  he  was  entitled  to  be  on  the  roll.  That  is  not 
fair.  I  know  one  instance  where  a  single  person 
objected  to  seven  hundred  names  on  the  roll,  and 
another  case  of  one  person  objecting  to  three  hun- 
dred names.  The  objector  did  not  require  to  ap- 
pear in  the  Revision  Court.  The  persons  objected 
to  did  not  appear,  and  their  names  were  struck 
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out.  They  did  not  oren  know  that  they  had  been 
objected  to.  It  was  only  when  tliey  camo  to  ex- 
ercise their  franchise  that  they  discovered  them- 
scWes  disfranchised.  We  want  !o  give  manhood 
suffrage  to  the  people  of  New  Zealand,  and  until 
that  is  done  we  shall  fail  to  carry  out  the  great 
liberal  measures  of  which  we  hare  recently  heard 
so  much.  As  regards  the  2nd  subsection  of 
this  clause,  I  object  to  fixing  the  period  at  twelve 
months.  Taking  the  time  that  must  elapse  be- 
tween the  making  of  the  claim  and  the  name 
being  enrolled,  twelve  months  is  too  long.  If 
you  insist  upon  the  twelve  months  it  means  vir- 
tually  two  years  before  an  elector  could  be  placed 
upon  the  roll.  I  think  it  is  highly  necessary  to 
reduce  the  period  to  six  months.  I  come  now  to 
the  section  applying  to  the  Native  race.  The 
honorable  member  for  Totara  stated  that  we  were 
striking  the  happy  medium.  The  Natives  are 
to  have  a  distinct  right  of  their  own,  and  a 
distinct  representation.  The  Natircs  say,  and 
their  advocates  say,  that  they  ought  to  have 
a  dual  vote.  I  do  not  object  to  the  Natives 
having  a  vote  for  European  members  coming  into 
this  House ;  I  would  leave  the  Natives  to  make 
their  own  choice,  and  would  put  it  in  tins 
way :  Any  Native  who  likes  to  be  placed  on  the 
electoral  roll  under  the  Qualification  of  Electors 
Act  can  be  put  there,  and  when  put  there  he 
forfeits  his  right  to  be  a  voter  under  the  Maori 
Bepresentation  Act.  If  the  clause  were  amended 
so  as  to  carry  out  that  principle  the  Native  would 
know  what  he  was  doing.  If  he  declined  to  exer- 
cise  his  right  as  a  British  subject  by  refusing  to 
be  placed  on  the  electoral  rou,  then  he  could  be 
placed  on  the  Maori  electoral  roll.  He  should 
have  the  option  given  him,  but  should  not  have 
the  two  rights  given  him.  These  are  the  views 
I  hold  upon  this  question.  I  do  not  wi:4h  to 
deprive  the  Native  race  of  any  of  the  privileges 
they  possessed  in  the  past.  We  must  take  this 
fact  into  consideration  :  that  there  are  Natives 
in  the  South  Island  quite  as  capable  as  any  honor- 
able gentleman  in  this  House  of  taking  part  in 
public  affairs,  who  speak  our  language,  who  can  and 
do  vote  for  County  Councils,  and  take  an  interest  in 
the  afiairs  of  their  district.  Those  Natives  should 
not  be  placed  on  the  same  footing  as  the  Maoris 
in  the  far  North,  who  to  a  great  extent  do  not 
respect,  rerere,  or  conform  to  our  laws.  A  large 
portion  of  them  enjoy  the  same  privileges  as  our- 
selves without  paying  anything  whatever.  They 
do  not  pay  their  portion  of  the  local  revenue  of 
the  country.  We  should  leave  it  to  the  Natives 
to  judge  as  to  which  franchise  they  will  choose ; 
but  we  have  no  right  to  give  them  the  two  fran- 
chises. I  think  this  would  prove  a  satisfactory 
solution  of  the  difficulty.  With  regard  to  sub- 
section (5),  I  feel  as  strongly  as  the  honorable 
member  for  Napier  (Captain  Kussell)  upon  it.  It 
has  been  a  vexed  question  with  us  on  the  West 
Coast — it  has  been  a  vexed  question  on  every 
gold  field — that  aliens  are  not  allowed  the  same 
privilege  that  we  enjoy.  I  have  always  com- 
plained bitterly  of  this,  that  while  these  people 
are  anxious,  willing,  and  able  to  become  citizens 
of  this  colony  and  subjects  of  Her  Majesty,  the 
machinery  provided  by  the  Legislature  is  so  cum- 


bersome and  BO  expensive  that  they  cannot  take 
advantage  of  it.  We  practically  force  many  of 
them  to  remain  aliens  at  the  present  time.  It 
costs  £2  2s.  or  £2  lOs.  before  any  person  can 
be  naturalized.  The  law  should  be  altered  so 
that  every  foreigner  could  take  the  oath  before 
the  Registration  Officer,  and  become  naturalized 
and  claim  his  electoral  rights  as  a  British  subject. 
If  that  were  done,  there  would  be  very  few  aliens 
in  the  colony.  It  is  a  disgrace  to  have  that  word 
on  our  Statute  Book,  and  repeated  so  often  iu  our 
local  administration  Acts.  The  aliens  pay  their 
proportion  to  the  taxation  of  the  country.  The 
only  way  to  remedy  such  a  grievance  is  to 
simplify  our  law,  so  as  to  give  to  these  people 
those  privileges  to  which  they  are  justly  ^• 
titled,  once  they  become  British  subjects.  I 
cannot  approve  of  the  proposal  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Nelson  City  (Mr.  Pitt)  to  give  the 
electoral  franchise  to  the  ladies,  though  I  am 
very  fond  of  them.  The  ladies  are  all  very  well 
in  their  place.  I  have  always  looked  for  argu- 
ments in  this  direction  to  come  from  bachelors,  or 
from  men  who  are  married  to  strong-minded 
women.  I  certainly  must  say  this:  that  if  any 
assistance  should  be  given  in  this  direction 
it  should  be  given  by  the  present  Government. 
We  have  no  doubt  that,  throughout,  the  ladies 
have  taken  a  very  great  interest  in  placing  those 
honorable  gentlemen  on  those  benches.  On 
the  night  when  the  late  G-ovemment  was  over- 
thrown, and  when  I  was  going  along  the  lobby 
in  a  very  bad  humour,  a  lady  coming  down 
the  stairs  said,  "  Well,  well,  we  have  done  it 
at  last."  At  this  I  could  but  laugh,  seeing  that 
no  lady  had  voted  ;  but  I  suppose  the  '*  we " 
applied  to  her  better -half,  one  of  the  late 
Qovernment's  most  bitter  opponents.  As  the 
ladies  take  such  an  interest  in  the  present  Govern- 
ment, no  doubt  they  will  assist  the  honorable 
member  for  Nelson  City,  and  put  in  a  clause 
giving  the  ladies  the  franchise ;  but  I  hope  honor- 
able members  will,  for  their  own  good,  not  allow 
such  a  clause  to  be  inserted  in  the  Bill.  All 
domestic  felicity  would  be  destroyed,  once  the 
ladies  commenced  to  dabble  in  politics.  Such 
being  the  case,  I  bhall  oppose  any  attempt  made 
in  the  direction  indicated  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man. I  shall  give  the  Government  every  support 
in  carrying  out  the  views  I  have  expressed  in  re- 
gard to  this  Bill.  The  tone  of  the  debate  has 
certainly  been  very  gratifying  to  me.  I  have 
been  highly  gratified  with  the  logical  arguments 
used  by  the  Maori  members.  They  very  tem- 
perately and  forcibly  put  their  views  before 
the  House.  I  think  the  same  feeling  will  pre- 
vail when  the  Bill  is  being  considered  in  Com- 
mittee ;  and  that  honorable  members  will  assist 
in  passing  a  measure  that  will  give  satisfaction 
to  the  country  at  largo. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR.— I  simply  wish  to  say, 
though  I  do  not  desire  to  make  a  speech,  that, 
in  assenting  to  the  second  reading,  I  do  not  as- 
sent to  the  principle  of  this  Bill  in  so  far  as  it 
takes  away  the  constitutional  rights  of  the  Maori 
people ;  nor  do  I  hold  that  this  House  has  the 
right  or  power  to  deprive  one  portion  of  the 
British  subjects  of  this  colony  of  their  constitu- 
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tional  riffbt  merely  because  of  a  difference  in  the 
colour  ot  their  bodies. 

Major  HAKRIS. — I  merely  wish  to  say,  Sir, 
that  I  shiill  vote  for  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill.  I  object  to  the  terms  of  the  properly  qua- 
lification clause,  because  I  think  that  if  a  person 
purchases  property  he  has  a  right  to  have  his 
name  placed  on  the  roll  at  once,  irrespective  of 
whether  he  may  hare  resided  in  the  country  for 
six  months.  As  to  subsection  (4),  I  am  of  opinion 
that  the  Maoris  ought  to  have  ihc  same  privileges 
as  the  Europeans.  In  any  Acts  which  may  be 
passed  during  the  present  session  I  shall  object 
to  any  difference  being  made :  the  Maoris  should 
receive  the  same  consideration  as  Europeans.  We 
ought  to  try  to  do  away  with  the  idea  which 
is  too  prevalent  in  the  country,  that  the  Maoris 
are  not  as  good  as  we  are.  During  the  late  elec- 
tion campaign  I  informed  my  constituents  that 
I  should  endeavour  to  have  the  Maoris  treated 
the  same  as  white  men. 

Mr.  HALL. — I  will  not  detain  the  House  at 
any  length  in  replying.  The  discussion  has  been, 
I  believe,  a  satisfactory  one.  Various  opinions 
have  been  expressed  upon  the  principle  of  the 
Bill;  we  have  had  much  criticism,  but  very 
little  of  a  party  character.  It  is  satisfactory 
to  my  mind  that  the  House,  as  a  rule,  has  been 
content  to  consider  this  question  upon  its  merits. 
I  say  "  as  a  rule,"  because  I  am  bound  to  notice 
that  in  one  or  two  instances  that  course  has  not 
been  followed.  I  do  not  willingly  refer  to  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames  (Sir  G.  G-rey), 
but  the  part  taken  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man compels  me  to  make  reference  to  him. 
The  honorable  sentleman  criticised  the  Bill  very 
freely,  and  spoke  of  our  Liberalism  as  "  sham " 
Liberalism.  He  told  us  that  we  were  not,  in  this 
Bill,  proposing  to  give  effect  to  the  liberal  pro- 
fessions which  we  made  on  the  hustings.  I  en- 
tirely deny  that  assertion.  Speaking  for  myself 
and  my  colleagues,  I  say  we  have  not  failed  to 
carry  out  any  promises,  but,  on  the  contrary,  the 
honorable  member  has  altogether  failed  to  make 
his  practice  agree  with  his  speeches.  He  stated 
that  this  Bill  will  unduly  increase  the  power  of 
property.      I    heard    that   statement  with    the 

greatest  possible surprise,   I   was  going  to 

say ;  but  I  have  heard  so  many  inconsistent  state- 
ments from  that  honorable  gentleman  that  it  did 
not  altogether  surprise  me.  It  has  already  been 
pointed  out  that  the  honorable  gentleman  in  1878 
voted  against  a  proposition  to  do  that  which  he 
now  blames  us  for  not  doing. 

Hon.  Membees. — Voted  for  it. 

Mr,  HALL.  —  If  so,  I  beg  his  pardon;  but 
what  did  the  Electoral  Bill  of  the  Government 
in  1878  propose  ?  It  made  the  property  qualifi- 
cation larger  than  we  Are  now  proposing.  But 
matters  did  not  end  there.  During  last  session, 
the  Government  also  introduced  an  Electoral 
Bill  which  provided,  not  only  that  every  resident 
should  have  a  vote,  but  that  any  man  who  was 
in  any  way  whatever  placed  on  the  ratepayers' 
roll  should  also  have  a  vote.  Any  person  inter- 
ested in  property  to  such  an  extent  as  to  entitle 
him  to  be  placed  on  the  rate-roll,  in  however 
many  districts,  was  to  be  entitled  to  Tote  in  such 
Mr.  De  Lautour 


districts — the  very  thing  which  he  now  denounces 
as  an  undue  increase  of  the  power  of  property. 
Only  three  months  ago,  that  was  the  delibeiate 
proposal  of  his  Government ;  yet  he  now  de- 
nounces us  for  a  much  more  moderate  proposal. 
What  miserable  inconsistency  on  the  part  of  the 
honorable  gentleman !  But,  further  than  that, 
when  we  came  into  office  we  found  a  Bill  pre- 
pared by  that  honorable  gentleman's  Government, 
which  we  may  be  told  was  not  definitely  settled, 
but  which  contained  this  very  ratepayiog  qua- 
lification. Every  man  having  property  which 
would  require  him  to  pay  6d.  in  the  way  of  rates, 
in  addition  to  the  residential  qualification,  might 
vote  in  any  number  of  districts  in  wliich  he 
might  be  rated.  That  may  not  have  been  settled 
upon ;  but  there  was  an  altematiye  proposal 
which  gave  every  man  possessed  of  a  freehold  of 
the  clear  ralue  of  £50  a  vote,  in  addition  to  a 
residential  vote. 

Mr.  GISBORNE.— Has  the  honorable  gentie- 
man  any  right  to  quote  from  a  paper  not  before 
the  House? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.--It  is  the  rule  that  an  honor- 
able member  shall  not  quote  from  any  document 
not  before  the  House  unless  he  be  prepared  to 
lay  it  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  GISBORNE.— I  only  raised  the  point 
because  it  is  unfair.  Those  were  merely  proposals 
for  the  consideration  of  the  Cabinet. 

Mr.  HALL. — I  said  so ;  but  at  any  rate,  the 
honorable  gentleman  will  admit  that  there  was 
no  intention  to  depart  from  the  principle  laid 
down  in  their  previous  Bills,  that,  in  addition  to 
the  residential  qiiklification,  property  should  be 
represented  to  some  extent ;  and  yet  the  honor- 
able member  for  the  Thames,  being  now  out  of 
office,  when  we  make  a  much  more  moderate 
proposal,  denounces  us  for  unduly  increasing  the 
power  of  property.  It  is  miserable  inconsistency. 
The  honorable  gentleman  then  went  on  to  verbal 
criticisms  upon  the  Bill,  and  he  said  he  had 
never  seen  a  Bill  drawn  so  loosely  or  so  carelessly. 
When  we  come  to  consider  a  certain  Bill  which 
the  honorable  gentleman  has  introduced,  I  think 
the  House  will  have  a  real  specimen  of  loose  and 
careless  drafting.  The  honorable  gentleman  ob- 
jected to  the  manner  in  which  we  propose  to  deal 
with  the  question  of  the  Native  vote ;  and  that 
has  been  the  theme  of  many  speeches  by  honor- 
able members  who  have  followed  him.  No  doubt 
this  discussion  arises  fairly  enough  out  of  one 
clause  in  the  Bill  now  before  us.  But  I  do  not 
propose  to  go  into  that  matter  at  present,  for  this 
reason :  that  I  think  the  discussion  will  be  more 
properly  taken  upon  the  question  of  the  Maori 
Representation  Bill.  But  I  may  say  that,  while 
honorable  gentlemen  have  complained  that  this 
Bill  deprives  Maoris  of  rights  possessed  by  the 
European  inhabitants  of  New  Zealand,  they  have 
ignored  the  fact  that  we  have  made  what  I  con- 
sider liberal  and  ample  provision  for  them  in 
another  Bill.  That  should  not  be  lost  sight  of. 
I  think  it  is  unfortunate  that  the  Maori  mem- 
bers themselves  appear  to  have  been  misled  on 
this  subject — appear  to  have  been  led  to  suppose 
we  are  taking  away  a  right  we  do  not  amply  com- 
pensate for  in  another  way.     If  the  Maori  Bepre- 
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MDtation  Bill  hadJ)een  translated  into  Maori,  and 
had  been  put  in  the  bands  of  the  Maori  members, 
they  would  not  have  fallen  into  that  error.  We 
do  not  propose  in  any  way  to  put  the  Maoris 
in  a  less  advantageous  position  than  the  Euro- 
peans ;  but  what  we  do  object  to  is  the  proposal 
made  in  a  Bill  of  the  last  Gh>Temment,  to  give  the 
Maoris  greater  advantages  than  Europeans ;  and 
that  we  shall  resist  to  the  best  of  our  ability,  and, 
I  beliere,  successfully.  The  Maoris  have  no  claim 
to  be  put  in  a  better  position  than  the  Europeans, 
bat  we  shall  endeavour  to  place  them  in  as  good  a 
position.  What  the  precise  machinery  may  be 
for  arriving  at  that  result  we  cannot  enter  upon 
at  present.  We  have  prepared  a  well-considered 
proposal,  which  on  another  occasion  I  will  intro* 
dace  to  the  House ;  but  I  admit  that  it  is  a  sub- 
ject of  very  great  difficulty.  It  is  not  possible 
to  make  any  proposition  to  which  serious  objec- 
tion cannot  be  taken ;  and  we  must  be  content  to 
make  that  which  is  open  to  the  least  objection. 
A  great  deal  has  been  said  about  the  impolicy 
of  giving  property  the  amount  of  representation 
which  we  propose  to  give  it  in  this  Bill.  One 
honorable  gentleman  went  the  length  of  say- 
ing that  it  is  the  custom  to  sneer  at  manhood 
suffirage.  I  have  never,  inside  or  outside  this 
House,  observed  any  disposition  whatever  to 
do  so;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  I  have  found 
a  great  disposition  to  sneer  at  the  idea  of 
property  having  any  rishts.  I  am  not  stating 
anything  here  which  I  did  not  state  on  the 
hustings,  when  I  assert  that  property  should  be 
represented  in  some  way.  It  may  or  may  not 
be  a  popular  assertion  to  make,  but  it  is  my 
honest  conviction  that,  while  it  is  wise  and  politic 
that  every  man  in  the  country  should  have  a 
voice  in  the  making  of  the  laws  he  is  called 
upon  to  obey,  yet,  if  a  man,  by  industry,  thrift, 
and  provident  habits,  has  accumulated  some  pro- 
perty, and  is  called  upon  to  make  greater  sacri- 
fices in  the  way  of  taxation  for  maintaining  the 
6k>vemment  of  the  country  than  those  who  have 
not  effected  any  saving,  so  it  is  only  right  and 
reasonable  that  those  who  make  those  sacrifices 
should  have  an  increased  voice  in  the  govern- 
ment of  the  country.  That  is  my  conviction. 
I  do  not  believe  that  the  giving  of  a  vote  to 
the  owner  of  freehold  property  of  the  value  of 
£25  will  practically  make  anv  large  diflference  in 
the  distrioution  of  the  voting  power.  It  has 
been  suggested,  no  doubt,  that  a  man  might  ex- 
pend £26  here  and  there  for  the  purpose  of 
getting  votes.  I  never  heard  of  anything  of  the 
kind  having  been  done  in  this  country  yet.  No 
doubt,  in  the  Old  Country,  associations  for  politi- 
cal purposes  may  have  done  this ;  but  I  have 
never  heard  of  anything  of  the  kind  being  done 
here ;  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  people  do  not 
take  enough  interest  in  politics  to  lead  me  to 
believe  that  such  a  thing  would  be  attempted.  I 
do  not  say  that  it  would  be  a  desirable  result, 
but  I  regret  the  )ittle  interest  people  do  take  in 
poUtics. 

An  Hon.  Mbicbbb. — Come  to  the  West  Coast. 

Mr.  HALL. — By  the  time  this  Bill  goes  into 
Committee,  the  views  that  have  been  expressed 
in  regard  to  it  will  have  been  printed.     It  is 
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satisfactorv  that  we  have  heard  them,  and,  as  a 
general  rule,  the  objections  have  not  been  made 
from  a  party  feeling.  I  can  assure  the  House 
that  the  Government  will  deal  with  the  question 
in  that  spirit.  They  will  be  content  to  discuss 
the  question  without  reference  to  party.  They 
are  not  going  to  recede  from  what  they  believe 
to  be  a  right  principle  embodied  in  the  Bill ;  but 
they  have  no  doubt  that,  from  the  opinions  ex- 
pressed, we  shall  arrive  at  a  wise,  safe,  and  satis- 
factory solution  of  this  question,  and  be  able  to 
mature  a  measure  which  shall  settle  that  which 
has  been  a  source  of  disquiet  in  the  past,  and 
which  it  is  exceedingly  desirable  should  now  be 
settled,  if  not  once  for  all,  at  any  rate  for  many 
years  to  come.  With  these  remarks,  I  beg  to 
move  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

REaiSTRATION  OP  ELECTOBS  BILL. 

Mr.  HALL,  in  moving  the  second  reading  of 
this  Bill,  said  the  Maori  Kepresentation  Bill  was 
one  which  would  necessarily  give  rise  to  consider- 
able discussion.  He  thought  it  was  upon  that 
Bill  that  the  question  of  how  the  Maoris  were 
to  be  represented  should  be  ai^ued  and  settled ; 
and  therefore  he  should  not  ask  the  House  to 
take  the  second  reading  of  that  Bill  before  Tues- 
day. He  agreed  with  the  statement  that  the 
consideration  in  Committee  of  the  Qualification 
of  Electors  Bill,  which  the  House  had  just  read 
a  second  time,  ought  to  be  postponed  until  they 
had  settled  what  should  be  done  with  regard  to 
the  Maoris.  But  with  respect  to  the  other  Bills, 
he  trusted  the  House  would  be  ready  to  read 
them  a  second  time  that  night.  They  were, 
after  all,  to  a  very  great  extent  matters  of  de- 
tail, which  honorable  members  ought  to  discuse 
in  Committee,  and  need  not  spend  too  much  time 
in  discussing  on  the  motion  for  second  reading. 
He  woidd  now  proceed  to  move  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  Registration  of  Electors  Bill.  This 
was  a  Bill  to  his  mind  of  greater  importance  than 
the  Bill  they  had  just  read  a  second  time.  He 
had  said  over  and  over  again  that  the  reason  why 
a  considerable  proportion  of  the  adult  males  of 
this  colony  had  not  been  placed  on  the  electoral 
roll  was  not  because  the  franchise  did  not  entitle 
them  to  have  their  names  placed  on  the  roll,  but 
because  the  machinery  for  doing  so  was  trouble- 
some. An  elector  had,  at  a  specified  time  of  the 
year,  to  send  in  a  claim  in  a  cert^n  form,  to  give 
certain  partictdars  of  his  claim,  to  have  it  attested 
in  a  certain  way,  to  be  delivered  at  a  certain 
place,  to  a  certain  officer;  and,  unless  he  com- 
plied with  every  one  of  those  requirements,  his 
claim  fell  to  the  ground,  and  his  name  was  not 
placed  on  the  roll.  The  result  of  this  system  had 
been  that  a  great  number  of  persons  who  were 
qualified  were  not  placed  on  the  roll ;  and  he 
was  afraid  that,  unless  some  considerable  change 
in  the  mode  of  preparing  the  roll  was  intro- 
duced, a  large  number  of  those  who  were  en- 
titled to  vote  would  still  have  their  names  left 
o£f  the  roll.  The  Government  proposed,  there- 
fore, to  entirely  alter  the  manner  in  which  the 
roll  was  to  be  made  up.  They  proposed  to  adopt 
the  principle  which  was  followed  in  the  Old 
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Country.  In  each  electorttl  district,  there  would 
be  a  Begistrar  whose  duty  it  would  be  to  see 
that  everj  man  in  that  district  who  was  entitled 
to  be  on  the  roll  was  put  upon  the  roll.  The 
roll  would  not  be  made,  as  by  law  was  now  re- 
quired, at  any  particular  time  of  the  year.  It 
ooold  be  completed  and  added  to  from  time  to 
time  on  its  being  ascertained  that  persons  ex- 
isted whose  names  ought  to  be  added  to  the  roll. 
A  Begistrar  under  this  Act  would  have  to  form  a 
new  roll  after  the  Act  came  into  operation,  by 
placing  tbereon  the  names  of  all  persons  quali* 
ned  to  Tote;  and  from  time  to  time  he  would 
hare  to  make  the  rolls  as  complete  as  possible, 
by  adding  the  name  of  erery  person  who  became 
qualified  as  an  elector.  The  Government  did  not 
propose  that  the  roll  should  be  advertised,  but 
they  proposed  that  it  should  be  open  for  inspec- 
tion on  two  days  a  week,  in  an  office  which  would 
be  advertised  as  a  place  in  which  the  roll  was 
open  for  inspection.  The  Gbvemment  believed 
that  that  would  really  provide  a  greater  amount 
of  publicity  than  the  present  system  of  adver- 
tifliog  the  rolls  for  a  couple  of  days  a  year  in  a 
newspaper.  If  any  person  was  not  put  upon  the 
roll  hj  the  Begistration  Officer,  the  bill  provided 
machinenr  by  which  he  could  make  a  claim,  and, 
if  the  officer  was  satisfied  that  the  daim  was  a 
good  one,  he  could  put  the  name  on  the  roll  at 
onoe.  If  not  satisfied,  he  could  decline,  and  then 
the  claim  would  be  tried  in  the  Resident  Magis- 
trate's Court.  It  would  also  be  the  duty  of  the 
Begistration  Officer  from  time  to  time  to  purge 
the  roll — to  object  to  any  person  who  was  no 
longer  entitled  to  be  there ;  and,  if  that  person 
did  not  admit  the  objection,  the  case  would  be 
heard  in  the  Besident  Magistrate's  Court.  The 
roll  would  be  printed,  and,  whenever  one  hun- 
dred additional  names  had  been  added  in  manu- 
script, it  would  be  reprinted.  He  thought  that 
would  be  a  system  under  which  practically — he 
did  not  say  every  man  who  was  entitled  to  be  on 
the  roll  would  be  there,  but— a  very  large  pro- 
portion of  those  who  were  not  on  the  roll  at  the 
present  time  would  be  added  to  it.  It  might  be 
objected  that  it  would  be  an  expensive  system. 
He  had  not  been  able  to  get  an  exact  return  yet 
of  the  amount  spent  under  the  present  system 
in  advertising  claims  and  objections  to  vote,  and 
in  a  variety  of  other  advertisements  which  had  to 
be  published  as  the  law  now  stood ;  but,  from 
the  information  he  had,  he  believed  the  expense 
which  would  be  incurred  by  the  appointment  of 
additional  Begistration  Officers  would  be  smaller 
than  was  now  incurred  for  advertising.  He  be- 
lieved, thereibre,  that  they  would  not  only  hare 
a  very  much  more  efficient  system,  but  a  much 
more  economical  system.  That  was  an  outline  of 
the  scheme  which  was  embodied  in  this  Bill,  and 
which  he  believed,  if  adopted,  would  prove  a  very 
great  boon  indeed  to  the  electors,  and  would  be, 
in  fact,  a  much  more  efficient  and  liberal  measure 
than  almost  any  of  the  others  which  had  been 
submitted.  He  begged  to  move  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  Bill. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE  said  perhaps  the  Premier 
would  allow  him  to  call  his  attention  to  what 
seemed  to  be  an  omission.   He  thought  a  Schedule 
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should  be  added  to  the  Bill  containing  a  form  of 
the  objection  to  the  claim,  or  to  the  name  on  the 
roll,  and  also  a  Schedule  giving  a  form  of  the  roll, 
with  the  name,  address,  and  so  on. 

Mr.  SEDDON,  referring  to  the  6th  claase, 
and  to  the  fiict  that  the  miner's  right  franchise 
was  to  be  abolished,  said  that  the  miner  should 
be  able  to  present  his  miner's  right  to  the  Begis- 
tration Officer,  and  be  enrolled,  the  same  as  any 
other  person  on  the  present  roll.  The  GK)vem- 
ment  did  not  seem  to  have  dealt  fairly  with  the 
miners  in  this  respect,  and  he  drew  their  atten- 
tion to  the  matter  now,  in  the  hope  that  an 
alteration  might  be  made  in  Committee.  There 
was  also  another  point :  The  Premier  stated  it  was 
only  intended  to  have  one  office  in  each  electonl 
district.  That  in  itself  would  be  a  very  great 
injustice.  In  some  parts  of  the  country,  and 
especially  where  he  lived,  and  at  Jackson's  Bay, 
the  necessity  for  going  through  the  different  forms 
required  by  this  Bill  and  sending  in  claims  would 
have  the  effect  of  disfranchising  two-thirds  of  the 
electorate.  He  hoped  the  6k>vemment  would 
adopt  the  system  which  existed  in  other  places— 
namely,  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Resident  Magis- 
trate's Court,  or  the  Clerk  of  the  Warden's  Court, 
should  be  authorized  to  act  as  Deputy  Begistra- 
tion Officer,  and  issue  electors'  right  He  could 
then  forward  the  returns  every  month  to  the  Chief 
Begistration  Offieer.  The  Premier  also  mentioned 
that  iiHJm  time  to  time  the  people  would  be  put 
upon  the  roll,  and  the  roll  after  that  would  be 
published.  The  first  subsection  of  clause  24  said, 
"  At  any  time  thereafter,  whenever  not  less  than 
one  hundred  names  are  added  to  any  roll." 
Therefore  it  would  happen  that,  until  a  hun- 
dred applications  had  been  sent  in,  the  claims  to 
vote  would  remain  unregistered,  and  the  persons 
would  not  be  placed  on  the  roll.  There  nueht  at 
the  time  of  an  election  be  ninety-nine  such  per- - 
sons,  because  the  roll  could  not  be  completed  up 
to  the  very  day  of  the  election — some  spedfied 
date  would  have  to  be  fixed  for  its  being  printed. 
If  this  clause  were  retained  the  roll  would  not 
be  printed  until  the  number  of  a  hundred  was 
reached.  Then,  again,  there  was  still  an  injus- 
tice as  regarded  the  responsibility  that  would  rest 
upon  the  Registration  Officer.  As  there  was  only 
to  be  one  such  officer  in  a  district,  no  matter  how 
large,  it  was  not  desirable  to  place  in  his  hands 
such  an  arbitrary  power  as  the  one  proposed.  If 
the  view  he  had  advocated  of  having  various 
Registration  Officers  in  the  ridings  of  counties 
and  in  the  Wardens'  districts  were  adopted,  there 
would  then  be  a  better  opportunity  of  judging 
whether  the  applicants  were  entitled  to  be  en- 
rolled or  not  than  would  be  the  case  where  there 
would  be  one  individual  for  a  large  district  de- 
ciding upon  claims  coming  from  a  considerable 
distance.  This  Bill  was  very  cumberi«ome,  and 
should  be  curtailed  very  much  in  Committee.  In 
fact,  he  would  be  very  much  mistaken  if,  when 
the  Bill  emerged  from  Committee,  it  had  half  the 
number  of  clauses  it  contained  at  present. 

Mr.  HISLOP  would  point  out  to  the  honor- 
able gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill  that  there 
did  not  seem  to  be  a  sufficient  connection  between 
this  Bill  and  the  Qualification  of  Eleclon  Bill 
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He  ma  a'ware  that  under  the  Regnlation  of  Elec- 
tions Bill  there  were  other  provisions ;  but  in  that 
Bill  it  was  stated,  '*  Any  dulj-registered  elector 
maj  be  nominated  as  a  candidate."  There  was 
no  interpretation  of  what  a  "  duly-registered 
elector"  was,  and  under  the  Qualification  of 
Electors  Bill  there  was  nothing  to  meet  the  case, 
nor  was  there  in  the  Bill  now  now  before  the 
House.  He  was  only  speaking  from  a  cursory 
glance  over  the  Bills,  but  he  would  just  draw  the 
honorable  gentleman's  attention  to  this,  in  order 
that  he  might  see  if  it  required  a  remedy. 

Mr.  GIBBS  thought  the  remarks  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Hokitika  (Mr.  Seddon)  were 
much  to  the  point,  and  he  (Mr.  Gibbs)  trusted 
that  the  Premier  would  see  his  way  to  introduce 
some  provision  by  which  the  miners,  whose 
miner's-right  franchise  they  were  proposing  to 
abolish,  might  be  treated  in  the  same  way  that 
ratepayers  were  treated  at  present,  whose  names 
were  forwarded  to  the  Registration  Officer  by  the 
lecretaries  of  the  local  bodies.  If  the  Wardens 
on  the  gold  fields  were  bound,  in  the  same  way,  to 
furnish  to  the  Registration  Officer  a  list  of  the 
holders  of  miners'  rights  that  had  a  currency  of 
■ix  months,  it  would  remoTe  the  difficulty  pointed 
out  by  the  honorable  member  for  Hokitika. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

REGULATION  OF  ELECTIONS  BILL. 

Mr.  HALL,  in  moving  the  second  reading  of 
this  Bill,  said  it  would  not  make  much  alteration 
in  the  existing  Iftw.  Perhaps,  at  that  late  hour,  it 
might  be  sufficient  if  he  pointed  out  the  principal 
alterations  it  would  make.  In  the  first  place,  by 
the  10th  clause,  it  was  proposed  to  abolish  the 
old  fashion  of  a  nomination  at  the  hustings  by 
a  proposer  and  seconder,  and  to  provide  that  a 
qualified  person  desiring  to  become  a  candidate 
might  nominate  himself  by  a  nomination  paper 
sent  in  not  less  than  seven  days  before  the  day 
appointed  for  the  poll.  If  he  did  that,  however, 
he  would  be  callea  upon  to  deposit  £10,  so  that 
the  country  should  not  be  put  to  the  expense  of 
a  contested  election  unless  there  was  some  reason- 
able ground  for  it.  The  £10  would  be  returned 
to  him  if  he  polled  not  less  than  fifty  rotes— if 
his  nomination  was  not  merely  a  proceeding  under 
which  the  country  would  be  put  to  the  expense  of 
an  election  in  which  the  self -proposed  candidate 
had  no  reasonable  chance  of  success.  This  pro- 
vision was  borrowed  from  the  electoral  law  of  a 
neighbouring  colony.  There  was  a  further  pro- 
vision that  a  candidate  might  be  nominated  for 
any  district  by  ten  electors  who  signed  a  nomi- 
nation paper.  In  that  case,  no  deposit  money 
would  be  required.  The  Bill  provided  that  the 
nominations  should  be  advertised  immediately, 
and  that  the  election  should  take  place  much 
in  the  manner  in  which  it  took  place  at  present. 
The  Bill  was  to  a  great  extent  a  reprint  of  the 
present  Regulation  of  Elections  Act.  It  con- 
tained one  alteration  which  had  been  desired 
for  a  long  time,  and  which  he  thought  was  a 
very  valuable  alteration :  it  extended  the  polling- 
hours  until  six  o'clock  in  the  evening.  It  did 
not  contain  a  clause,  in  favour  of  which  there  was 
no  doubt  a  great  deal  to  be  said,  by  which,  in 


constituencies  that  returned  more  than  two  can- 
didates, provision  was  made  for  the  representation 
of  minorities.  It  would  be  for  the  House  to  con- 
sider whether,  in  large  constituencies,  it  would 
be  desirable  to  make  some  provision  for  the  repre- 
sentation of  minorities,  by  giving,  in  such  cases, 
each  elector  one  vote  less  than  the  number  of 
candidates  to  be  elected.  He  begged  to  move 
that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  was  sorry  to  interrupt  the 
passing  of  this  Bill,  but  he  could  not  allow  such 
a  measure  to  be  read  a  second  time  without  enter- 
ing his  protest  against  the  abolition  of  the  old- 
fashioned  public  nomination.  In  this  he  was  sure 
they  were  taking  a  step  in  the  wrong  direction. 
The  fact  was,  they  were  too  fast  in  following  Eng- 
land without  having  the  *  advantages  England 
had  which  had  justified  her  Parliament  in  doing 
away  with  pubUc  nomination.  As  he  said  when 
the  Bill  of  1878  whs  brought  in  and  the  same 
proposal  was  made  by  the  late  (jbvemment,  he 
was  quite  certain  that  they  were  depriving  the 
people  of  the  colony  of  a  great  public  opportu- 
nity of  expressing  their  opinion,  and  they  were 
also  depriving  them  of  the  advantage  which  they 
had  of  learning,  very  frequently,  what  their  candi- 
date was  by  the  character  of  the  men  who  pro- 
posed and  seconded  him.  He  objected  altogether 
to  private  proposals.  He  had  supported  the 
ballot  and  was  glad  we  had  the  ballot,  but  the 
fewer  persons  there  were  in  the  community  who 
vrished  to  avail  themselves  of  that  ballot  the 
better.  He  trusted  there  would  always  be  found 
a  large  number  of  persons  in  every  English-speak- 
ing community  who  would  not  be  afraid  to  let 
people  know  whom  they  supported,  how  they  voted, 
and  what  reasons  influenced  them  in  their  Tote. 
He  had  said  that  they  were  imitating  England 
without  England's  advantages.  Nothing  would 
be  more  misleading  than  to  suppose  that  they 
had  suoh  a  Press  here  as  existed  in  England. 
Look  at  the  character  of  many  of  the  papers  that 
were  published  in  this  colony,  and  the  small  con- 
siderations that  would  induce  them  to  support  or 
oppose  a  candidate  or  a  party :  look  at  the  cha- 
racter of  the  Wellington  papers  which  they  read 
every  morning  and  evening,  and  let  any  man 
say  whether  they  were  going  to  learn  the  truth 
from  them,  and  whether  there  was  not  a  pressing 
necessity  for  a  public  nomination  when  both  sides 
must  be  heard  in  the  presence  of  each  other,  and 
when  the  candidate  must  express  his  opinions  in 
a  manner  that  would  place  them  on  record.  He 
thought  they  were  taking  a  step  in  the  wrong 
direction.  He  knew,  by  the  voting  last  vear  upon 
this  subject,  that  he  would  be  outvotea  ;  but  he 
maintained  that  they  would  live  to  repent  the 
day  when  they  abolished  what  he  considered  a 
great  piece  of  national  education,  and  a  great 
piece  of  security  for  national  liberty — for  the  full 
and  free  expression  of  opinion.  It  had  been  said 
that,  because  they  had  the  ballot,  they  should 
abolish  the  public  nomination ;  but,  while  he  ad- 
mitted that  the  ballot  vras  a  necessary  evil  for  the 
protection  of  people  who  had  not  sufficient  public 
spirit  to  express  their  opinions,  he  trusted  there 
would  long  be  a  class  of  people  who  would  not  be 
be  afraid  to  express  their  opinions,  and  that  the 
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Honse  would  gife  them  an  opportunity  to  do  so. 
They  had  ofteu  heard  a  great  deal  about  public 
Booiinations  being  opposed  to  the  spirit  of  the 
ballot ;  but  the  spirit  or  want  of  spirit  that  made 
the  ballot  necessary  was  a  tiling  to  deplore  and 
discourage,  not  a  thing  to  ddtirato  and  aspire  to. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  thought  it  sufficient  to  say 
that  he  indorsed  the  remarks  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Cheyiot  in  regard  to  public  nomi- 
nations.  In  reference  to  the  money  deposit,  he 
would  suggest  to  the  Premier  that,  instead  of  fix- 
ing  upon  an  arbitrary  number  of  TOt^s  which  an 
unsuccessful  candidate  should  poll  in  order  to 
''  saTe  his  stakes,"  it  would  be  better  to  say  that 
he  should  poll  a  certain  relatire  proportion  to  the 
number  of  Totes  cast  for  the  successful  candidate. 
He  would  also  suggest,  in  substitution  for  the 
proposal  made  by  the  Premier  that  they  should 
bring  in  some  sort  of  approximation  of  Hare*s 
system  for  the  representation  of  minorities,  tliat 
he  should  proride  in  the  Redistribution  of  Seats 
Bill  that  no  constituency  should  have  more  than 
one  member.  The  petition  presented  to  tiie  House 
this  session  against  two  members  for  supposed 
illegal  practices  had  been  rejected  simply  because 
the  Election  Petitions  Act  did  not  contemplate 
that  there  should  be  two  members  sitting  for  the 
one  district.  If  that  principle  had  been  in  exist- 
ence, there  would  Imre  been  no  necessity  for 
throwing  out  that  petition. 

Mr.  QEOKG-E  wished  to  draw  attention  to  one 
matter  which  was  a  source  of  annoyance  to  elec- 
tors throughout  the  colony,  and  that  was  the 
placing  of  a  number  on  the  ballot-paper,  which 
led  to  the  impression  that  the  ballot  was  not 
secret,  and  that  it  was  possible  to  disooTer  the 
way  in  which  they  voted.  He  was  well  aware 
himself  that  there  was  no  chance  of  that  being 
known,  but  still  it  would  be  an  improvement  if 
some  plan  could  be  adopted  for  dispensing  with 
the  numbering  of  ballot-papers.  He  could  not 
a|;ree  at  all  with  the  honorable  member  for  Che- 
Tiot.  He  thought  the  principle  of  vote  by  ballot 
had  entirely  done  away  with  the  necessity  for 
public  nomination.  The  show  of  hands  at  the 
nomination  showed  how  people  were  going  to 
TOte,  and  if  the  ballot  was  to  be  carried  out  in  its 
entirety  public  nomination  ought  to  be  abolished. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  agreed  with  the  honorable 
member  for  Rodney  that  the  public  nomination 
should  be  done  away  with.  He  admitted  that  the 
addresses  delivered  during  the  canvassing  were 
a  means  of  educating  the  people,  as  was  pointed 
out  by  the  honorable  member  for  Cheviot;  but 
still  the  honorable  member  overlooked  the  fact 
that  that  education  was  extensively  carried  on 
at  the  meetings  held  previously  to  the  nomi- 
nation. In  election  times  the  candidates  went 
round  the  district  and  expressed  themselves  very 
fully — so  fully,  indeed,  that  it  usually  happened 
they  had  nothing  new  to  say  on  the  nomination - 
day.  He  (Mr.  Tumbull)  quite  agreed  with  the 
honorable  member  for  Rodney  that  the  show  of 
hands  was  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  ballot,  and 
that  the  private  nomination  was  a  much  quieter 
and  more  desirable  process. 

Mr.  SEDDON  strongly  approved  of  the  old 
system  of  public  nomination,  which  was  most  de- 
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sirable  in  the  interests  of  the  Retaming  Officer. 
He  found,  by  the  1 1th  clause  of  the  Bill,  that 
the  Returning  Officer  had  to  advertise  the  dsr 
for  the  receipt  of  nominations  in  the  paper  which 
had  the  greatest  circulation  in  the  district.  That 
would  place  the  Returning  Officer  in  the  position 
which  the  Oovemment  occupied,  and  would  lay 
him  open  to  the  accusation  that  he  inserted  the 
advertisement  in  the  paper  which  had  not  the 
largest  circulation:  so  tiiat  he  really  would  be 
placed  in  a  false  position.  The  system  of  pubho 
nomination  gave  everybody  a  fair  start ;  and  there 
was  no  possibility  of  a  nomination  arriving  too 
late,  as  would  Tery  likely  happen  in  many  oases 
under  the  system  of  private  nomination.  Public 
nomination  was  the  ^rest  and  best  system. 

Mr.  GIBBS  agreed  with  the  honorable  member 
for  Rodney  as  to  the  feeling  that  existed  in  the 
minds  of  the  electors  with  regard  to  the  number- 
ing of  the  ballot-papers.  So  strong  was  this 
feeling  that  in  many  cases  voters  who  went  to 
the  polling-booth  refused  to  Tote  when  they 
found  that  the  ballot-paper  was  numbered,  be- 
cause they  believed  that  the  direction  in  which 
they  voted  would  afterwards  become  known.  He 
would  make  a  suggestion,  by  which  he  thought 
this  difficulty  could  be  got  over.  It  was  tms: 
that  the  edge  of  the  comer  of  the  voting-paper 
should  be  gummed,  so  that  it  could  be  turned 
down  and  secured  after  the  number  was  written 
on  it.  It  would  still  be  left  sufficiently  open  so 
that  the  comer  could  be  opened  and  the  number 
seen  afterwards  if  required.  %e  voter  would 
then  feel  that  nobody  could  poesibly  see  bow 
he  voted,  except  in  the  case  of  official  inspecdon 
should  such  inspection  become  necessary. 

Mr.  PYEE  did  not  think  the  suggestion  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Gollingwood  &t  all 
a  desirable  one,  because,  unless  uie  Returning 
Officer  was  quite  eatisBed  that  there  were  no 
papers  in  the  ballot-box  except  those  which 
ought  to  be  there,  it  was  impossible  that  he 
could  tell  whether  the  election  was  fair  or  not. 
As  an  old  Returning  Officer,  he  was  aware  that 
the  object  of  the  numbering  was  to  prevent  per- 
sons putting  in  ballot-papers  which  they  might 
have  obtained  by  indirect  means,  so  as  to  stuff 
the  ballot-box;  and,  unless  the  numbers  were 
put  on,  that  could  be  done  :  it  had  been 
done  in  other  countries.  As  to  telling  how  a 
man  had  voted,  there  was  no  possibility  of  tell- 
ing that,  unless  the  Returning  Officer  tamed 
over  every  paper  when  he  was  counting  up  the 
votes  at  the  end  of  the  poll ;  and  he  was  not 
likely  to  do  that.  There  could  be  no  disclo- 
sure of  the  manner  in  which  any  elector  might 
have  Toted.  He  had  only  one  or  two  remarks  to 
make  in  regard  to  the  Bill  itself,  and  he  must  sty 
that  he  thought  the  nomination  clauae  one  of  the 
wisest  provisions  that  could  possibly  have  been 
inserted.  The  public  nomination  had  become  an 
absolute  and  utter  farce  since  the  ballot  bad  been 
instituted.  Half  a  dozen  people  met  at  the  door 
of  the  Courthouse;  the  candidate  said  as  few 
words  as  he  could,  knowing  that  the  whole  thing 
was  a  farce;  and  he  met  the  electors  in  thoee 
parts  of  the  electorate  where  he  thought  it  desir- 
able to  do  to.    There  were  no  hustings  speeches 
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at  the  present  day,  such  as  the  old  hustings 
speeches  that  ased  to  be  deliTtred  at  Home.  The 
crowds  were  not  assembled,  and  the  speeches  were 
not  made:  that  was  his  experience,  wliich  extended 
over  a  large  number  of  jears.  Tliere  was  one 
suggestion  thrown  out  bj  the  honorable  member 
for  Auckland  City  East  which  he  would  ask  the 
GoTemment  seriously  to  consider  before  they 
brought  in  the  Bill  for  the  redistribution  of  seats. 
He  bad  oTer  and  oyer  again  urged,  both  inside 
and  outside  the  House,  that,  so  long  as  duplicate 
and  triplicate  Totes  were  given  to  the  electors 
there  could  be  no  fair  representation  in  the 
House.  He  was  prepared  to  say  that,  in  all 
the  large  town  electorates,  such  an  Christchuroh, 
Dunedm,  Wellington,  and  Auckland  City  West, 
where  there  was  more  than  one  member  voted  for 
by  the  electorate,  the  minority  returned  the  mem- 
ber to  the  House,  and  the  majority  was  not  repre- 
sented at  all.  There  was  a  return  which  ought 
to  hftTC  been  laid  before  the  House  prior  to 
this.  He  had  in  his  hand  a  copy  of  the  return, 
which  would  prove  everything  he  said  in  connec- 
tion with  the  matter ;  and  he  would  take  the  case 
of  Dunedin,  not  because  he  wished  to  make  any 
invidious  remarks,  but  because  he  knew  more  about 
that  oonstituenoy  than  about  the  others.  There 
were  three  members  to  be  returned ;  there  were 
3,862  voters  on  the  roll ;  and  the  number  of  votes 
recorded  for  the  three  members  amounted  to  only 
2,116,  of  which  a  great  number  were  duplicates, 
and  a  larger  number  were  triplicates.  The  whole 
went  to  show  that,  after  all  the  talk  about  the 
serfs  in  the  country,  and  the  number  of  persons 
deprived  of  votes,  only  about  66  per  cent,  of 
the  electors  took  the  trouble  to  vote  at  all.  He 
knew  that  many  people  would  really  sooner  be 
without  a  vote  tiian  be  bothered  when  an  election 
was  coming  off.  Then,  in  respect  to  giving  three 
members  to  Dunedin,  three  to  Christchurch,  and 
two  to  Auckland  City  West,  and  so  on,  it  would 
be  a  far  better  way  to  divide  them  up  into  sepa- 
rate electoral  districts,  and  then  the  people  in 
each  electoral  district  would  vote  for  one  member, 
and  members  would  not  creep  into  the  House  as 
the  fleas  did  into  the  ark,  upon  the  backs  of  the 
monkeys.  The  matter  was  very  important,  and 
he  would  ask  the  Premier  to  consider  it  before  he 
brought  down  his  Redistribution  of  Seats  Bill. 
He  would  also  like  to  call  the  honorable  gentle- 
man's attention  to  section  14.  That  section  pro- 
vided that,  in  the  case  of  death  before  the  poll, 
the  proceedings  were  to  commence  de  novo.  That 
was  to  say,  if  there  were  six  candidates,  and  one 
had  the  bad  taste  to  die,  the  other  five  would  be 
thrown  back,  and  would  have  to  commence  all 
over  again.  He  oould  not  see  the  reason  for  that. 
These  were  all  matters  which  it  would  be  well  to 
consider  before  the  Bill  went  into  Committee. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE  said  honorable  members 
seemed  to  be  very  much  afraid  of  the  numbering 
of  ballot-papers ;  but,  considering  the  end  to  be 
gained,  he  did  not  know  of  any  other  mode  by 
which  that  end  could  be  attained.  The  difficulty 
might,  however,  be  got  over  to  a  great  extent  if 
the  practice  in  England  were  pursued  here.  Here 
tilt  practice  was  to  count  the  papers  in  each  box 
separately.    If  there  were  four  or  five  poUing- 


places,  the  Deputy  Returning  Officer  at  each  place 
had  the  papers  counted  in  the  box  there.  At 
Home  that  was  not  permitted.  The  boxes  were 
all  sealed  up  in  the  presence  of  the  representa- 
tives of  the  candidates,  and  sent  to  tlie  central 
office,  where  the  Returning  Officer  was.  There  the 
whole  papers  were  taken  out  and  mixed  together 
before  any  examination  took  place,  and  before 
they  were  counted.  In  that  way  the  evil  which 
some  people  see  in  marking  the  numbers  on  the 
ballot-papers  would  be  diminished. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  must  reply  to  the  remark 
made  by  the  honorable  member  for  Dunstan  with 
regard  to  the  number  of  persons  entitled  to  re- 
cord their  votes  and  those  who  actually  voted. 
He  had  taken  a  sreat  deal  of  trouble  to  ascertain 
the  figures  in  Christchuroh,  and  he  found  there 
were  4,212  names  on  the  roll,  and  that  out  of 
these  only  2,500  voted.  But,  from  his  own 
personal  knowledge,  he  could  say  that  there  were 
something  hke  700  persons  on  the  roll  who  had 
no  right  to  be  there.  It  was  really  the  imperfec- 
tions in  the  rolls,  and  not  the  fact  of  the  people 
not  taking  an  interest  in  the  election,  which  made 
the  diflerenoe.  Taking  the  700  and  the  2,500 
from  the  4,212,  there  were  about  1,000  left,  and 
600  or  600  of  those  could  be  accounted  for  by 
their  being  out  of  town  on  the  day  of  the  election. 
If  the  system  of  rolls  was  continued,  the  rolls 
should  be  correct ;  but  he  hoped  a  time  was 
coming  when  some  better  method  would  be  ad- 
opted. He  would  also  suggest  a  better  system  in 
conducting  the  ballot.  Instead  of  the  miserable 
soft  paper  which  wsks  now  used,  why  not  use  a 
clean  card,  on  which  the  number  could  be  put 
just  as  well  ?  From  the  remarks  made  at  the 
Christchurch  election,  the  present  plan  appeared 
very  bad.  The  voters  ha<l  the  hardest  of  hard  pen- 
cils supplied,  and  in  striking  out  the  names  they 
could  not  help  cutting  through  the  paper.  The 
pencils,  too,  were  called  red,  but  were  so  bad  one 
could  get  no  mark  out  of  them.  Another  ad- 
vantage in  using  the  cards  would  be  that  the 
result  could  be  arrived  at  much  more  quickly. 
He  could  not  hinder  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill,  but  there  were  many  points  in  it  that  he 
would  object  to  in  Committee. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

CORRUPT  PRACTICES  PREVENTION 
BILL. 

Mr.  HALL,  in  moving  the  second  reading  of 
this  Bill,  said  it  did  not  make  much  alteration 
in  the  law  as  it  stood  at  present.  It  prohibited 
receiving  or  giving  any  money  for  a  vote,  or  giving 
or  making  any  promise  of  any  office  or  place  for  a 
vote ;  and  it  provided  that  any  person  convicted 
of  any  of  these  things  should  be  guilty  of  a  mis- 
demeanour, for  which  he  should  be  liable  to  a  pen- 
alty of  £100.  It  left  the  existing  provision  with 
regard  to  **  treating "  on  the  day  of  election  the 
same  as  it  was.  It  made  personation  felony,  and 
prohibited  the  use  of  any  distinguishing  banners, 
or  party  emblems,  or  bands  of  music,  on  the  day 
of  election.  The  6th  clause  contained  a  new 
provision,  which  was  rather  peculiar,  and  to 
whioh  he  ought  to  call  attention : — 
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"  Erery  person  who  §hall  directly  or  indirectly, 
by  himself  or  by  any  other  person  on  his  behalf, 
make  use  of  or  threaten  to  make  use  of  any  force, 
violence,  or  restraint,  or  inflict  or  threaten  the 
infliction,  by  himself  or  by  or  through  any  other 
person,  of  any  injury,  damage,  or  loss,  or  in 
any  other  manner  practise  intimidation  upon  or 
against  any  person,  in  order  to  induce  or  com- 
pel such  person  to  vote  or  refrain  from  voting,  or 
on  account  of  such  person  having  voted  or  re- 
frained from  voting  at  any  election,  or  who  by 
abduction,  duress,  or  any  fraudulent  device  or 
contrivance  shall  impede,  prevent,  or  otherwise 
interfere  with  the  free  exercise  of  the  franchise 
of  any  elector,  or  shall  thereby  compel,  induce,  or 
prevail  upon  any  elector  either  to  give  or  to  re- 
train from  giving  his  vote  at  any  election,  shall  be 
deemed  to  have  committed  the  oflenoe  of  undue 
influence,  and  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanour, 
punishable  by  fine  and  imprisonment,  and  shall 
also  be  liable  to  forfeit  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds 
to  any  person  who  shall  sue  for  the  same,  together 
with  costs  of  suit." 

He  begged  to  move  the  second  reading  of  the 
BUI. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

ELECTION  PETITIONS  BILL. 

Mr.  HALL,  in  moving  the  second  reading  of 
this  Bill,  said  it  was  one  which  he  hoped  would 
be  welcomed  by  the  House  and  the  country.  It 
provided  that  the  House  should  divest  itself  of 
the  constitutional  right  it  possessed  to  try  election 
petitions.  This  would  be  following  the  example 
recently  set  by  the  Imperial  Parliament.  If  this 
Bill  passed,  an  election  petition  would  h&ve  to  be 
presented  to  the  Returning  Officer  of  the  district 
within  twenty  days  aft«r  he  had  declared  a  per- 
son elected.  The  Returning  Officer  would  for- 
ward the  petition  to  the  Chief  Justice,  whose  duty 
it  would  be  to  appoint  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court  by  whom  the  petition  should  be  tried. 
The  Government  had  at  first  some  doubt  as  to 
who  should  make  this  selection,  but  they  thought 
it  better  not  to  leave  it  to  the  Governor,  as  he 
would,  of  course,  be  advised  by  his  Responsible 
Ministers ;  and  therefore  they  had  named  the 
Chief  Justice.  The  trial  would  take  place  in 
the  district  itself,  which  would  much  reduce 
the  expenses,  as  witnesses  would  not  have  to 
be  brought  from  a  distance  to  Wellington.  On 
the  termination  of  the  trial,  the  Judge  would 
certify  to  the  Speaker  his  decision,  and  it  would 
be  final.  Then  the  House  would  cause  the 
writ  to  be  amended,  or  a  fresh  writ  issued,  as 
circumstances  might  require.  He  thought  it 
would  be  a  great  advantage  to  the  country  to 
have  these  cases  remitted  to  a  tribunal  with  re- 
gard to  whose  impartiality  there  could  be  no 
question — a  tribunal  accustomed  to  weigh  evi- 
dence, and  able  to  take  for  its  guide  precedents 
which  were  now  being  established  in  England, 
and  which  would  be  very  useful. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  thought  this  Bill  was 
one  of  great  importance,  and  honorable  members 
should  have  more  time  to  consider  it.  It  changed 
the  course  of  procedure,  took  the  power  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  House,  and  gave  it  to  a  single 
Mr.  Rail 


Judge.  In  England,  he  believed,  they  had  now 
provided  that  there  should  be  two  Judges,  who 
must  be  unanimous.  He  thought  the  second 
reading  should  be  postponed  for  a  few  days. 

Mr.  HrSLOP  did  not  agree  with  the  honor- 
able member  for  Akaroa  as  to  the  great  import- 
ance of  the  Bill,  or  the  length  of  time  necessary 
to  debate  it  But  there  were  two  things  in  the 
Bill  which  he  did  not  agree  with.  It  was  wrong 
in  principle  to  allow  the  Chief  Justice  to  choose 
out  of  the  different  Judges  one  to  hear  the  case. 
He  did  not  see  why  there  should  be  any  difference 
in  respect  to  election  petitions.  Unlike  the 
Home-country  they  had  here  only  one  Judge  for 
each  particular  district.  He  did  not  see  why  the 
Judge  in  the  particular  district  where  the  peti- 
tion arose  should  not  be  the  Judge  to  try  it,  as  in 
other  matters.  There  was  another  point.  He 
was  sufficiently  old-fashioned  to  believe  that  mat- 
ters of  fact  which  involved  the  character  of  a 
person,  or  involved  punishment  upon  him,  should 
be  found  by  a  jury.  He  hoped  the  Bill  would 
be  amended  so  that,  while  the  Judge  should  de- 
cide as  to  law,  a  jury  should  find  the  fi&cta.  This 
departure  from  the  jury  system  had  not  been  a 
happy  one  at  Home,  and  he  did  not  think  it 
would  be  a  happy  one  here.  With  these  excep- 
tions he  thought  the  Bill  would  be  a  satisfactoiy 
one. 

Mr.  PYEE  was  surprised  to  hear  tlie  honor- 
able member  for  Waitaki  state  the  Bill  was  of 
no  importance,  and  immediately  afterwards  point 
out  two  matters  of  very  grave  importance.  He 
was  not  prepared  to  assent  to  the  honorable  mem- 
ber's to^Uy  different  scheme  of  trying  the  petition 
with  a  jury.  He  would  direct  the  attention  of 
the  Premier  to  another  serious  matter.  If  he 
meant  to  render  justice  both  to  candidates  and 
electors,  he  must  extend  the  provisions  of  the 
Bill,  and  enable  Judges  of  District  Courts  to  try 
petitions.  If  he  did  not  do  so,  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  try  an  election  petition  in  the  district  in 
which  it  arose.  In  his  own  district  the  witnesses, 
petitioner,  and  elected  member  would  have  to 
travel  140  miles  to  get  to  the  nearest  Supreme 
Court.  No  one  would  dare  to  petition  unless  he 
was  a  very  wealthy  man,  and  only  a  wealthy  man 
could  afford  to  defend  his  seat.  It  oould  not  be 
supposed  that  the  Supreme  Court  would  go  up 
to  that  remote  district  to  hold  an  inquiry.  Un- 
less the  alteration  he  suggested  •were  made,  he- 
would  not  be  prepared  to  vote  for  the  third 
reading  of  the  Bill.  He  agreed  it  was  desirable 
that  the  House  should  divest  itself  of  the  power 
to  appoint  Election  Petition  Committees.  He 
never  regarded  them  as  anything  more  than  a 
trial  of  strength  between  parties.  Ho  would 
move  the  adjournment  of  the  debate,  as  he  be- 
lieved it  would  really  facilitate  business. 

Mr.  MOSS  would  like  to  make  another  sugges- 
tion. In  cases  like  these,  in  which  great  public 
interest  would  be  felt,  it  was  desirable  that 
another  innovation  should  be  introduced,  uid 
that  the  evidence  should  be  taken  by  shorthand 
writers,  or  in  writing  by  affidavit.  If  such  a 
practice  were  adopted,  the  work  would  proceed 
much  more  rapidly,  and  there  would  always  be  a 
fuller  record  of  the  proceedings  than  eonld  be 
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obtained  by  tbe  ordinaiy  practice  of  the  Jadge 
taking  the  notes  himself. 

Mr.  HALL  thought  thej  should  read  the  Bill 
a  second  time,  and,  as  it  would  be  some  days  be* 
fore  it  was  committed,  the  yarious  suggestions 
could  be  fully  considered. 

Motion  for  adjournment  of  debate  negatived, 
and  Bill  read  a  second  time. 

TRIENIOAL  PAELTAMENT3  BILL. 

Mr.  HALL  mored  the  second  reading  of  this 
Bill. 

Mr.  FYKE  did  not  approve  of  this  BilL  It 
would  have  the  same  effect  in  New  Zealand  as  a 
similar  measure  had  in  England,  where  it  was 
once  in  operation  for  a  lengthened  period  of  time. 
It  would  shut  out  of  Parliament  all  but  the 
wealthy  classes.  Honorable  members  would  find 
by-and-by  that  the  poor  man's  friends  were  not 
genuine.  He  had,  however,  promised  to  vote  for 
It,  and  would  do  so. 

Mr.  BBANDON  said  that,  as  had  been  ob- 
served by  the  honorable  member  for  Dunstan,  a 
similar  Bill  had  been  tried  in  England,  and  had 
been  found  very  detrimental.  He  liked  to  gain 
by  the  experience  of  our  forefathers,  and  he 
would  read  the  recital  to  the  Imperial  Act,  which 
he  thought  would  be  found  very  much  to  the 
point : — 

"Whereas  in  and  by  an  Act  of  Parliament 
made  in  the  sixth  year  of  the  reign  of  their  late 
Majesties  King  William  and  Mary,  intituled  '  An 
Act  for  the  frequent  Meeting  and  Calling  of  Par- 
liaments,' it  was  enacted  that  from  thenceforth 
no  Parliament  whatsoever  that  should  at  any 
time  thereafter  be  called,  assembled,  or  held 
should  have  any  continuance  longer  than  three 
years  only  at  the  farthest,  to  be  accounted  from 
the  day  on  which  by  writ  of  summons  the  said 
Parliament  should  be  appointed  to  meet :  And 
whereas  it  has  been  found  by  experience  that  the 
said  clause  hath  proved  very  grievous  and  bur- 
thensome,  by  occasioning  much  greater  and  more 
continued  expences  in  order  to  elections  of  mem- 
bers to  serve  in  Parliament,  and  more  violent 
and  lasting  heats  and  animosities  among  the  sub- 
jects of  this  realm,  than  were  ever  known  before, 
the  said  clause  was  enacted,"  &c. 

Seeing  the  evils  which  short  Parliaments  had 
brought  about  in  England,  he  was  bound  to  say 
that  he  could  not  approve  of  this  Bill. 

Mr.  MOSS  said  the  honorable  member  would 
find  (hat  the  first  Triennial  Act  in  England  was 
passed  in  1640,  and  by  one  of  the  most  popular 
Parhaments  which  ever  sat  in  England.  When 
Charles  II.  began  to  reign,  it  was  found  expe- 
dient to  repeal  that  Act,  and  one  Parliament  sat 
for  seventeen  years.  In  William  and  Mai7'e 
time  triennial  Parliaments  were  restored,  and 
they  lasted  twenty-five  years,  to  the  great  satis- 
faction of  the  whole  country.  In  the  reign  of 
George  I.  there  was  great  agitation  in  England, 
and  the  great  mass  of  the  people  were  against 
the  reigning  dynasty.  When  the  Parliament  ex- 
pired Government  did  not  like  to  face  a  general 
Section  with  the  country  in  a  state  of  agitation. 
Parliament  decided  that  it  should  sit  for  four 
years  longer;   and  that  thereafter  seven  years 


should  be  the  period  of  Parliaments  in  England. 
It  was  a  fact,  however,  that  Parliaments  in  Eng- 
land did  not  sit  for  seven  years,  but  were  alvrays 
dissolved  before  that  time.  In  this  colony  the 
statutory  time  fixed  for  the  duration  of  Parlia- 
ment had  never  been  interrupted  by  a  dissolution 
until  recently.  Triennial  Parliaments  were  espe- 
cially necessary  in  this  colony,  because  dissolu- 
tions were  very  unusual,  and  because  they  would 
decrease  very  much  the  power  of  the  Ministry  to 
do  what  they  liked,  as  they  would  not  be  able  to 
hold  orer  Parliament  the  threat  of  a  dissolution, 
which  threat  had  been  ofVen  used  in  the  course 
of  our  history.  He  could  not  conceive  how  it 
could  be  said  that  this  would  not  be  a  popular 
measure.  No  doubt,  personally,  they  would  prefer 
to  see  themselves  sitting  for  ten  years,  or  as  long 
as  they  liked ;  but  he  apprehended  the  question 
was  not  one  of  personal  convenience,  but  of  pub- 
lic good.  It  was  because  he  had  a  very  strong 
feeling  that  it  was  for  the  public  good  that  they 
should  not  be  placed  beyond  the  reasonable  con- 
trol of  their  constituents,  that  he  would  earnestly 
support  this  Bill. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  said  that  he  had  on  a  previous 
occasion  stated  that  he  would  not  support  this 
Bill  until  the  Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  the 
Registration  of  Electors  Bill,  and  the  Regulation 
of  Elections  Bill,  altering  the  hours  of  polling, 
had  been  carried.  Those  Bills  had  now  pass^ 
their  second  reading,  and  he  saw  that  there  was  a 
likelihood  of  the  other  measures  being  brought 
forward.  Since  they  had  the  assurance  of  the 
Qovernment  and  the  House  that  these  other  mea- 
sures would  be  passed,  it  was  no  breach  of  faith 
on  his  part  to  state  that  he  was  wilUng  to  assist 
in  passing  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill.  He 
would  like  to  ask  the  Government  when  the 
House  might  expect  to  have  the  Redistribution 
of  Seats  Bill. 

Mr.  HALL  was  not  able  to  answer  the  ques- 
tion positively.  The  Gt>vemment  were  now 
engaged  with  their  financial  measures;  but  the 
House  might  rely  that  it  would  not  be  kept  wait- 
ing imnecessarily. 

Mr.  TUBNBULL  would  like  to  know  if  it 
would  be  brought  down  this  session. 

Mr.  HALL  would  refer  the  honorable  gentle- 
man to  the  Ministerial  Statement  which  the  GK)- 
vernmcnt  had  made  on  the  subject.  They  would 
not  deviate  from  that  Statement. 

Mr.  LUNDON  did  not  approve  of  this  mea- 
sure. It  might  suit  the  centres  of  population  in 
tho  towns,  but  it  would  not  answer  in  the  large 
country  districts,  where  there  were  no  roads  or 
accommodation  for  persons  canvassing  during  an 
election.  People  in  those  districts  would  not  care 
to  come  into  the  House  if  a  measure  of  this  sort 
were  passed.  The  East  Coast  District  could  not 
be  gone  over  under  an  expenditure  of  £150.  In 
the  district  he  represented  there  were  three  large 
counties,  and  no  one  could  ride  round  them.  It 
would  cost  the  member  for  Marsden  District 
£1,000,  and  £600  to  canvass  the  whole  of  the 
Rodney  District.  It  was  a  farce  to  call  this  a 
liberal  measure.  The  Onehunga  District,  repre- 
sented by  Mr.  Speaker,  could  be  travelled  over  in 
four  hours.    If  the  Government  desired  to  act 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


48 


Seprint  of  Statutes,  [COTJNCIL.]  Timaru  Chunty,  [Nov.  4 


in  a  liberal  spirit,  they  should  bring  in  one  Bill  for 
the  oouDtry  districts,  and  another  for  the  towns. 
Legislation   seemed   to  favour  the   large  towns, 
while  the  country  districts  were  not  considered. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty-fire  minutes 
past  twelve  o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Tuesday,  4,th  November,  1879. 

First  Reftdiiig--Seoond  Beadings— Reprint  of  Statutes — 
UniTeraity  Beserre,  Taaranga  —  Timaru  County  — 
West  Coast  Maori  Disturbances— Local  Bills— Uni- 
Tersitj  Reeerrea— Paramene  te  Oneone  o.  Kinross — 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  (Ko.  3)— Hawke's  Bay  and  Marl- 
borough RiTers  Bill— University  Reserres— Awatere 
Shearing  Reserre  Bill— Ltinatic  Asylums. 

The  Hon.  the  Sfeakbb  took  the  chair  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 

Pbatebs. 

FIRST  BEADING. 
Napier  Swamp  Nuisance  Bill. 

SECOND  READINOS. 
Intercolonial  Probate  Bill,  Leases  and  Sales  of 
Settled  Estates  Bill,  Fencing  Bill,  Gaming  and 
Lotteries  Bill. 

REPRINT  OF  STATUTES. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  G.  R.  JOHNSON  asked  the 
Hon.  the  Attorney-General,  Whether  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  Government  to  introduce  a  Bill 
this  session  to  amend  '*  The  Reprint  of  Statutes 
Act,  1878,"  in  accordance  with  the  suggestion  of 
the  Commissioner*,  contained  in  their  interim  re- 
port presented  to  both  Houses  of  the  Gl^neral 
Assembly  during  the  last  session  of  the  last  Par- 
liament ?  Under  the  Reprint  of  Statutes  Act  of 
187S  a  Commission  was  appointed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  preparing  a  new  edition  of  the  public 
general  Statutes  in  force  in  the  colony.  That 
Commission  had  made  some  progress  in  its  work, 
and  during  last  session  a  report  drawn  up  was 
presented,  in  which  the  Commissioners  pointed 
out  that  if  they  had  a  certain  extension  of  powers 
they  would  be  able  to  do  work  which  would  be 
much  more  seryiceable  to  the  colony  than  other- 
wise. They  suggested  that  an  Amendment  Act 
should  be  introduced  giving  this  power,  and  he 
wished  to  know  what  the  GoTemment  proposed 
to  do  in  connection  with  the  recommendation. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  said  the  matter 
had  been  under  the  consideration  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and,  as  Mr.  Justice  Johnston  was  expected 
in  Wellington  in  the  course  of  a  few  days,  he 
(Mr.  Whitaker)  proposed  conferring  with  him 
and  other  members  of  the  Commission  on  the 
subject. 

UNIVERSITY  RESERVE,  TAURANGA. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  asked  the  Hon.  the 
Attorney-General,  If  the  Government  will  take 
steps  to  replace  the  endowment  of  20,000  acres  at 
Tauranga,  originally  included  in  the  Schedule 
to  "  The  New  Zealand  University  Reserves  Act, 
Mr.  Lundon 


1875,"  but  eliminated  on  the  ground  that  the 
land  had  been  appropriated  for  another  purpose  ? 
He  had  no  doubt  the  Hon.  the  Attomey-Gwieral 
was  aware  that  this  reserve  was  originally  in- 
cluded in  the  Schedule  to  the  New  Zealand 
University  Reserves  Act  of  1876.  It  was  elimi- 
nated, he  believed,  by  this  Council,  because  the 
Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary  stated  that  the  land 
had  been  appropriated  for  another  purpose. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  said  that  under 
the  original  Act  of  1865  10,000  acres  of  land  was 
set  apart,  and  subsequently  20,000  acres  waa  got 
rid  of  owing  to  the  action  of  the  Council;  but 
30,000  acres  had  been  set  apart  as  an  endowment 
for  the  University,  and  the  Government  did  not 
propose  to  replace  the  20,000  acres  referred  to 
which  had  been  taken  away. 

TIMARU  COUNTY. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ACLAND  asked  the  Hon.  the 
Attorney-General,  Whether  the  Proclamation, 
dated  2nd  October,  1879,  constituting  the  new 
County  of  Timaru,  will,  under  section  15  of 
"  The  Counties  Act,  1876,"  come  into  force  at  the 
end  of  the  present  session  of  Parliament  unless 
a  resolution  is  passed  by  both  Houses  of  the 
General  Assembly  to  the  effect  that  such  new 
county  shall  not  be  constituted  ?  He  had  been 
led  to  place  this  question  on  the  Order  Paper 
owing  to  his  having  serious  doubts  as  to  the  con- 
struction to  be  placed  on  the  15th  section  of 
the  Counties  Act,  which  provided  that  a  copy  of 
every  such  Proclamation  should  be  laid  before 
Parliament  within  ten  days  after  its  next  *'  sit- 
ting "  after  the  issue  thereof.  The  next  sitting- 
day  would  have  been  the  7th  October,  but  the 
question  was  as  to  whether  the  words  "next 
sitting"  meant  the  next  sitting-day,  or  had  re- 
ference to  a  session  of  the  Assembly. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  said  a  difficulty 
had  arisen  as  to  the  meaning  of  this  clause  in  the 
Counties  Act.  As  to  whether,  ''sitting"  and 
"  session  "  were  synonymous  terms,  the  Govern- 
ment had  had  the  matter  under  consideration,  bat 
had  been  unable  to  come  to  any  conclusion,  and 
the  matter  could  only  be  determined  by  a  Court 
of  law. 

WEST  COAST  MAORI  DISTURBANCES. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  G.  BUCKLEY  asked  the  Hon. 
the  Attorney-General,  What  is  the  amount  of 
extra  expenditure  per  month  now  being  incurred 
in  the  West  Coast  District  in  consequence  of 
the  Maori  disturbances  there;  and  the  number 
of  Armed  Constabulary,  also  Volunteers,  receiving 
pay  or  allowances  from  the  Gt>vemment  in  that 
district  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  said  the  extra 
expenditure  was  £5,600  per  month.  The  number 
of  Armed  Constabulary  employed  was  662.  No 
Volunteers  were  being  paid,  but  about  £60  a 
month  was  paid  for  the  expenses  of  instruction  to 
the  Volunteers  in  the  district. 

LOCAL  BILLS. 
The  Hon.  Captain  BAILLIE,  in  moving  the 
motion  standing  in  his  name,  said  there  was  more 
importanoe  to  be  attached  to  it  than  might  at  first 
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flight  appear,  and  there  had  been  a  great  deal  of 
discussion  and  difference  of  opinion  on  the  matter 
in  the  Standing  Orders  Committee,  the  outcome 
of  its  deliberations  being  this  report.  As  honor- 
able members  were  aware,  since  provincial  insti- 
tutions had  been  abolished  a  large  number  of 
local  Bills  had  been  brought  up  to  the  Council, 
which,  under  the  old  system,  would  have  gone  to 
the  Prorincial  Councils,  where  tliej  could  more 
easily  be  looked  closely  after,  owing  to  the  local 
knowledge  of  the  members  of  those  bodies.  Here, 
as  members  came  from  all  parts  of  the  colony, 
the  Bills  could  not  be  so  well  looked  after ;  and 
therefore,  a  session  or  two  ago,  the  Council,  seeing 
the  importance  of  the  question,  appointed  the 
Standing  Orders  Committee  to  draw  up  a  certain 
set  of  rules  to  regulate  the  dealing  with  these 
Bills.  They  did  so ;  but  these  rules  were  not 
brought  into  force  until  last  session.  He  was 
sure  the  Council  would  thank  the  Local  Bills  Com- 
mittee for  the  trouble  they  had  taken  in  connection 
with  this  matter.  No  doubt  this  motion  would 
raise  a  good  deal  of  discussion,  and  he  could  only 
regret  uiat  the  Hon.  Mr.  Menzies,  who  took  a 
great  interest  in  the  subject,  and,  indeed,  had  a 
notice  of  motion  on  the  Paper  relating  to  it, 
was  not  present. 

Motion  made, and  question  proposed,  "That  the 
Standing  Orders  relative  to  local  Bills  be  amended 
(1)  by  omitting  the  words  *and,  if  so,'  in  lines  8 
and  9  of  section  2,  and  by  adding  the  words  '  and, 
if  so,  further  to  report  generally  on  the  merits  of 
the  Bill,*  at  the  end  thereof ;  (2)  that  section  4 
be  amended  by  omitting  the  words  *  four  times,' 
in  the  sixth  line,  and  inserting  in  lieu  (hereof 
the  words  *once  a  week."* — (Hon.  Captain 
BaiUie.) 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  said  the  Hon.  Cap- 
tain  Baillie  had  put  the   question  fairly   to  a 
certain   extent.      It  was  alleged  that  since  the 
abolition  of  the  provinces  a  great  many  more 
Bills  relative  to  local  subjects  had  been  brought 
before  the   General    A!>sembly    than    had   been 
brought  before  the  Legislature  previously.     He 
was  not  prepared,  without  more  careful  compari- 
son  than  he  had  yet   been  able  to  institute,  to 
say  whether  such  was  the  case  or  not ;  but  it  ap- 
peared to  him  that  there  was  very  little  difference. 
There  was,  however,  no  doubt  that  in  the  Provin- 
cal  Councils  there  were  plenty  of  gentlemen  who 
knew  all  about  these  matteri>,  and  saw  that  they 
were  discussed  properly ;  and,  in  order  to  meet 
the  want  of  local  knowledge,  the  Council  did  pass 
certain  Standing  Orders,  »o  as  to  insure  that  cer- 
tain notice  should  be  given  before  any  local  Bill 
could  be  placed  in  the  position  to  be  discussed  in 
the  Council ;  and  the  Local  Bills  Committee  was 
appointed  for  the  purpose  of  looking  after  that 
point,  and  that  pomt  only.    But  unfortunately 
this  difficulty  had  arisen  :  that  a  Standing  Order 
had  been  passed,  and  had  to  a  certain  extent 
^>«en  put  into  operation,  when  it  was  found  that 
due  notice,  had  not   been   given   to   the  public 
of  the  pfusifig  of  such  a  Standing  Order,  and 
tlierefore  it  was  considered  that  it  would  be  un- 
fair to  insist  upon  the  public  complying  with  a 
Standing  Order  of  which  it  had  no*  knowledge. 
However,  there  was  a  Local  Bills  Committee,  to 
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which  were  referred  all  local  Bills  after  their  first 
reading,  and  the  Committee  unfortunately  went 
into  matters  of  inrestigation  with  regard  to  the 
Bills  in  a  way  that  was  not  in  accordance  with  par- 
liamentary practice,  and  which  matters  were  never 
entered  into  with  regard  to  such  Bills  except  on 
the  second  reading.  The  operations  of  this  Com- 
mittee,  as  they  had  interpreted  their  duty,  had  to 
a  great  extent  ousted  the  duties  of  other  Select 
Committees  during  last  session ;  and  no  doubt  the 
Committee  had  received  great  credit  for  it,  since 
it  had  relieved  the  members  of  other  Committees 
from  a  certain  amount  of  trouble.  The  course 
taken  by  the  Local  Bills  Committee  had  amounted 
to  this:  that,  when  a  Bill  came  up  for  second 
reading,  it  had  already  been  discussed,  amended, 
and  improved  by  a  Committee  consisting  of  the 
most  powerful  members  in  the  Council;  and, 
although  the  Bill  was  still  liable  to  be  discussed, 
it  was  not  easy  to  get  up  a  free  discussion  on  the 
second  reading,  because,  if  any  member  raised 
objections,  other  honorable  members  would  always 
rise  and  say,  "The  Local  Bills  Committee  have 
given  full  attention  to  this.  They  have  taken  a 
great  deal  of  evidence,  and  the  clause  in  the 
shape  in  which  it  now  stands  is  the  result  of  their 
labours.  You  should  not  make  use  of  them  un- 
less you  pay  some  attention  to  their  decision." 
The  Council  was  practically  debarred  from  acting 
freely ;  and  the  result  was,  that  legislation  on  local 
Bills  was  the  legislation  of  the  Select  Committee 
alone.  He,  for  one,  was  not  satisfied  with  that. 
He  did  not  like  to  see  an  assumption  of  power 
by  any  Committee  beyond  the  powers  intrusted 
to  that  Committee  by  the  Council.  However  iil- 
dustrious  a  Committee  might  be,  and  however 
able  in  the  exercise  of  its  powers,  still  it  was  a 
wrong  thing  to  exceed  those  powers.  He  objected 
to  it  mainly  on  the  ground  of  the  bad  precedent 
it  set,  because  he  observed  that  the  Council — 
no  doubt  veiT  properly — would  not  readily  here- 
after deport  from  a  precedent  once  affirmed.  It 
was  very  dangerous  to  put  so  much  power  in  the 
hands  of  this  Committee,  especially  in  view  of  the 
fact  that,  although  constituencies  might  entertain 
strong  opinions  on  questions  of  public  pohcy, 
still  the  matters  in  which  they  took  the  deepest 
interest  were  those  which  affected  their  own 
localities.  Therefore  the  gentlemen  who  com- 
posed this  Committee  were  those  who  would 
command  the  greatest  weight  with  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  in  another  branch  of  the 
Legislature.  That  was  a  state  of  things  oonsti- 
tutionally  objectionable,  and  he  thought  it  be- 
hoved the  Council  to  prevent  the  existence  of 
such  a  state  of  things  by  objecting  to  this  pro- 
posal at  the  very  outset.  No  one  could  aocnse 
tiim  of  want  of  conGdence  in  the  Local  Bills 
Committee ;  but  that  Committee  was  selected  for 
a  certain  purpose — namely,  to  decide  and  report 
whether  the  Standing  Orders  had  been  complied 
with — and  while  they  continued  to  merely  peiform 
that  function  he  would  have  no  objection  to 
the  Committee.  There  was  no  intention  to 
deprive  them  of  any  of  the  powers  they  at 
present  possessed,  but  simply  to  confine  them 
to  the  exercise  of  those  powers.  Bemarks  had 
been  made  to  the  effect  that  these  Bills  were 
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comparatiyelj  prirate  Bills,  sucli  as  used  to  be 
dealt  with  by  Provincial  Councils.  He  saw  no 
reason  why  the  General  Legislature  should  deal 
with  them  in  any  way  different  from  that  in 
which  they  used  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  Pro- 
Tincial  Councils.  By  referring  to  the  records  of 
the  Provincial  Council  of  which  his  honorable 
friend  Captain  Boillie  was  so  distinguished  a 
member,  he  found  that  these  Bills  were  in- 
▼ariablv  read  a  second  time  before  being  referred 
to  a  Select  Committee  to  inquire  into  their  merits. 
If  that  course  was  necessary  in  the  Prorincial 
Councils,  where  so  many  members  were  likely 
to  be  acquainted  with  the  local  circumstances 
connected  with  each  Bill,  there  was  so  much  the 
more  reason  why  the  same  practice  should  be  fol- 
lowed in  the  Legislative  Council,  where,  possibly, 
few  members  knew  anything  about  the  places  to 
be  dealt  with.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  Com- 
mittees of  the  Legislative  Council  would  be 
greatly  assisted  by  the  debates  which  might  take 
place  on  the  second  reading.  He  might  mention 
one  case — the  Wellington  Public  Reserves  Bill. 
In  that  case  the  Local  Bills  Committee  made  a 
report  that  the  Bill  was  in  compliance  with  the 
Standing  Orders ;  but  when  the  Council  went 
into  the  merits  of  the  Bill  it  was  found  that  that 
ifeport  scarcely  represented  the  case,  and  it  was 
.referred  back  to  the  Commitlee,  and,  on  a  second 
report  being  brought  up,  a  motion  for  the  com- 
mittal of  the  Bill  that  day  six  months  was  carried. 
Honorable  members  need  not  attach  too  much 
weight  to  the  fact  that  this  alteration  was  recom- 
mended by  the  Standing  Orders  Committee,  for 
he  found,  on  comparing  the  personnel  of  the  two 
Committees,  that  the  Local  Bills  Committee 
simply  moved  bodily  into  the  StAoding  Orders 
Committee's  room  in  order  to  exercise  its  judg- 
ment there  upon  the  recommendations  it  had 
made  in  another  capacity.  It  must  also  be  appa- 
rent that  the  honorable  gentlemen  composing  the 
Committee  were  amongst  the  most  influential 
in  the  Council.  This  was  a  question  which  the 
Council  should  deal  with  on  its  own  merits,  and 
not  be  overborne  by  authority.  It  should  con- 
sider whether  it  was  prepared  to  discard  its 
functions  in  favour  of  any  Committee.  After 
the  second  reading  of  a  Bill,  he  knew  of  no 
gentlemen  better  qualified  to  investigate  its 
merits  than  the  honorable  gentlemen  forming 
this  Committee ;  but  it  would  be  much  better 
to  adhere  to  the  former  course,  and  not  con- 
stitute the  Committee  a  kind  of  imperium  in 
imperio.  That  course  would  also  have  this 
further  advantage:  that  the  younger  members 
of  the  Council  would  then  be  able  to  exer- 
cise those  faculties  which  would  require  to  be 
brought  into  play  some  day  or  another — because 
the  Council  could  not  always  hope  to  retain  on 
its  roll  the  older  members  who  were  now  doing 
the  greater  part  of  the  work.  He  hoped  the 
Council  would  not  assent  to  the  resolution  of 
the  Hon.  Captain  Baillie,  and  trusted  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  himself  would  not  object 
to  the  course  being  followed  which  he  had  sug- 
gested. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASEB  said  that  last  ses- 
sion, and,  he  thought,  the  session  before,  he  never 
Hon.  Mr.  ManteU 


lost  an  opportunity  of  opposing  the  power  which 
the  Local  Bills  Committee  was  arrogating  to  it- 
self—a power  which,  in  his  opinion,  toucned  the 
dignity  of  the  Council.  No  one  denied  the  good 
work  which  this  Committee  had  done,  but  he  did 
not  for  one  moment  admit  an  amount  of  supe- 
riority in  one  member  of  that  House  over  an- 
other, or  that  any  one  member  possessed  a  keener 
or  juster  perception  in  adjudication  than  another. 
He  thought  that  it  was  time  that  this  power 
which  had  been  gradually  growing  up  should  be 
dispersed,  and  divided  equally  throughout  the 
whole  Council ;  and  he  intended  to  move  an 
amendment  in  that  direction,  which  he  trusted 
would  be  supported,  particularly  by  the  younger 
members  of  the  Council.  It  was  not  right  that 
any  attempt  should  be  made  to  remove  their  land- 
marks ;  and  he  took  this  opportunity  of  express- 
ing— he  was  going  to  say  his  indignation  that 
the  Chairman  of  Committees,  who  should  defend 
their  rights  and  privileges,  should  be  the  person 
to  stab  them.  He  would  move  as  an  amendment, 
That  the  following  be  inserted  instead  of  the  first 
resolution :  That  the  investigation  into  the  merits 
of  any  local  Bill  should  only  take  place  after  its 
second  reading,  and  that  every  local  Bill  should 
after  such  second  reading  be  referred  to  a  Select 
Committee.  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the 
Standing  Orders  Committee  to  prepare  a  Stand- 
ing Order  providing  for  such  reference  at  that 
stage  of  the  Bill's  progress  through  the  Council. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  could  not  help 
being  amused  at  the  amount  of  warmth  always 
thrown  into  discussions  with  reference  to  the 
Local  Bills  Committee.  It  was  at  times  difficult 
to  understand  why  so  much  warmth  should  be 
exhibited.  The  Local  Bills  Committee  looked 
upon  the  matter  rather  coolly  and  indifferently. 
They  did  not  wish  to  arrogate  to  themselves  any 
duties  that  did  not  devolve  upon  them,  or  that 
would  not  have  a  beneficial  influence  upon  the 
conduct  of  business  generally;  and,  if  it  was 
thought  for  one  moment  that  their  action  had 
such  a  tendency,  he  was  sure  they  would,  indi- 
vidually and  collectively,  be  glad  to  resign  their 
trust  to  some  other  persons.  He  was  amused  at 
hearing  his  friend  Captain  Fraser  talking  of  the 
arrogance  of  the  members  of  the  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASER.— I  said  they  were 
arrogating  to  themselves  a  certain  power. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  thought  the 
honorable  gentleman  had  spoken  of  their  arro- 
gance. Of  whom  was  the  Committee  composed  P 
There  was  the  Hon.  Captain  Baillie,  the  Cliair- 
man :  he  was  scarcely  a  man  one  would  consider 
likely  to  adopt  such  a  line  of  conduct.  The  Hon. 
Mr.  Menzies  was  another  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee :  he  was  not  one  of  those  blustering  charac- 
ters who  woidd  presume  on  the  forbearance  of 
other  persons,  and  be  intent  upon  arrogating  to 
themselves  a  power  that  was  injurious  to  the  pub- 
lic welfare.  His  honorable  friend  Mr.  Scotland  was 
by  no  means  a  representative  of  a  class  desirous 
to  arrogate  power  to  himself  and  his  colleagues. 
The  Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell  the  colony  had  had 
long  experience  of,  and  was  perfectly  well  aware 
of  his  diligence  in  public  work ;  and  he  did 
not  think  that  that  honorable  gentleman's  career 
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laid  bim  open  to  the  charge  of  desiring  to 
arrogate  power  to  himself.  With  reference  to 
himself,  perhaps  he  might  plead,  guilty  to  the 
soft  impeachment,  as  it  would  scarcelj  do  for 
bim  to  proclaim  his  own  virtues.  At  the  same 
time,  if  he  were  guilty  of  arrogating  power  to 
himself,  his  honorable  friend  Captain  Fraser  had 
remoyed  the  bushel  from  the  candle,  and  ex- 
hibited a  light  he  was  not  preriouslj  aware  of. 
Toe  necessity  of  a  stricter  examination  into  local 
Bills  than  formerly  took  place  arose  undoubtedly 
from  the  abolition  of  the  proyincial  form  of  go- 
remment.  Before  the  provinces  were  abolished 
the  Prorincial  Governments  undertook  this  duty 
to  a  very  great  extent.  There  was  no  local  Bill 
introduced  into  a  Provincial  Council  for  wiiich 
the  Provincial  Government  did  not  hold  itself 
more  or  less  responsible.  But,  since  the  provin- 
cial form  of  government  was  done  away  with,  all 
these  Bills  were  introduced  into  the  Chsneral  As- 
sembly of  the  colony ;  and  the  practical  result  was, 
that  now  there  was  nobody  whatever  responsible 
for  these  measures.  They  were  thrown  upon  the 
tables  of  the  Houses — towards  the  close  of  the 
session  they  were  heaped  upon  the  tables  of  Par- 
liament; and  unless  there  was  somebody  in- 
trusted with  the  special  duty  of  examining  into 
and  reporting  on  these  Bills,  and  protecting 
private  rights,  and  public  rights  too,  honor- 
able members  might  depend  upon  it  that  great 
public  and  private  injustice  would  result.  The 
Hon.  Mr.  Mantell,  although  the  general  tendency 
of  bis  remarks  was  as  averse  as  it  well  could 
be  to  all  the  proceedings  of  a  Local  Bills  Com- 
mittee, did  in  one  portion  of  his  speech,  some- 
what inconsistently,  express  his  readiness  to  refer 
these  Bills  after  their  second  reading  to  a 
Local  Bills  Committee,  if  such  a  course  were 
deemed  desirable.  Kow,  the  question  of  whether 
the  Bills  should  be  referred  to  a  Local  Bills  Com- 
mittee after  the  first  or  after  the  second  reading 
did  engage  the  attention  of  the  Standing  Orders 
Committee.  His  own  impression  when  the  ques- 
tion was  first  raised  was  similar  to  that  of  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Mantell — namely,  that  it  would  be  de- 
sirable to  refer  the  Bills  to  the  Committee  after 
the  second  reading ;  but  upon  further  reflection 
he  was  led  to  think  that  the  view  entertained  by 
others  on  that  subject  was  the  more  correct  one — 
and  for  this  reason :  that  in  that  case  you  must 
have  two  Committees.  The  duty  of  the  first 
Committee,  to  whom  the  Bill  would  be  referred 
after  the  first  reading,  would  be  to  see  how  far 
the  Bills  specially  afiected  local  interests,  how  far 
they  dealt  with  private  rights  or  public  reserves 
for  local  and  municipal  purposes.  It  was  almost 
impossible  to  make  this  preliminary  inquiry  with- 
out trenching  upon  the  other  inquiry.  The  result 
was,  that  he  was  led  to  do  what  he  was  always 
bound  to  do  when  he  saw  a  reason  for  it — namely, 
to  change  his  opinion  upon  the  subject,  and  fall 
in  with  the  view  expressed  by  other  members  of 
the  Committee.  There  was  still  an  alteration  in 
the  Standing  Orders  connected  with  local  Bills 
that  he  thought  would  be  desirable.  It  had  been 
suggested  that  a  certain  number  of  persons  should 
be  told  off  for  this  special  work,  and  that  the  Hon. 
the  Speaker  should  refer  «aoh  local  Bill,  as  it  was 


read  a  first  or  second  time,  to  a  certain  number  of 
those  gentlemen  in  rotation,  who  should  be  a 
Select  Committee  to  whom  tlie  Bill  should  stand 
referred.  But  it  had  been  felt  that  that  would 
be  open  to  the  objection  that  a  Select  Commit- 
tee of  that  sort  would  not  have  the  special 
knowledge  which  a  lengthened  acquaintance 
with  the  subject  created,  and  would  not  be  able 
to  prosecute  their  inquiries  so  fully  as  would  be 
the  case  if  the  Bill  were  referred  to  a  special 
Committee,  constituted,  if  he  might  use  the 
term,  of  experts  in  the  work.  But  another  pro- 
position was  made — namely,  that  the  Bills  them- 
selves should  be  classified,  and,  after  classification, 
be  referred  to  a  distinct  Committee.  To  a  cer- 
tain extent  this  proposition  was  supported  by 
the  Standing  Orders  Committee,  and  a  proposal 
was  now  under  consideration  that  all  Harbour 
Board  Bills  should  be  referred  to  a  Harbour 
Board  Bills  Committee.  The  Standing  Orders 
Committee,  it  would  be  seen,  suggested  that  this 
work  should  for  the  future  deyolve  upon  two 
Committees.  He,  however,  thought  that  they 
might  with  advantage  extend  the  number  of 
Committees,  and  might  still  further  classify  the 
Bills.  A  large  number  of  those  Bills  were  muni- 
cipal or  County  Council  Bills,  and  it  would  be  an 
advantage  if  these  Bills  were  classified  apart,* 
to  the  extent,  at  any  rate,  of  creating  a  dis- 
tinct Committee  to  whom  all  municipal  Bills 
should  be  referred.  If  this  course  were  adopted, 
the  result  would  be  that  they  would  have  three 
distinct  Committees,  to  whom  local  Bills  would 
stand  referred.  Seven  members  being  appointed 
in  each  Committee,  those  three  Committees 
would  comprise  no  less  than  twenty-one  mem- 
bers of  the  Council,  and  in  that  way  they  would 
have  twenty-one  members  of  the  Council  gradu- 
ating themselves  in  an  acquaintance  with  the 
special  work  of  the  Committee  with  which  they 
were  connected.  He  was  sure  honorable  mem- 
bers would  see  that  it  would  be  a  very  great 
advantage  that  a  member  should  be  appointed 
on  only  one  of  those  Committees,  and  that  each 
member  should  get  a  special  knowledge  of  the 
particular  work  referred  to  that  Committee.  He 
would  suggest  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Mantell  that  pro- 
bably it  would  be  well  to  allow  this  resolution  to 
be  passed,  and  to  take  the  discussion  on  the  sub- 
sequent resolution  proposed  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Men- 
zies,  who  raised  this  point.  It  was  his  intention, 
when  the  latter  resolution  was  under  considera- 
tion, to  express  his  own  individual  support  of  it, 
and  to  throw  out  the  suggestion  he  had  ventured 
to  make :  that  the  work  should  be  henceforth 
remitted  to  a  larger  number  of  Committees — 
divided,  in  fact,  amongst  three  Committees — 
and  that  upon  each  Committee  there  should  be 
seven  members,  no  one  member  serving  on  more 
than  one  Committee.  He  did  not  know  how  far 
that  would  meet  the  views  of  his  honorable 
friend  Captain  Fraser.  It  might  be  better  to 
refer  the  matter  back  to  the  Standing  Orders 
Committee,  with  the  view  of  altering  the  Stand- 
ing Orders  in  order  to  provide  for  the  future 
classification  of  local  Bills. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASER  would  like  to  take 
the  opinion  of  the  Committee.    As  far  as  his  own 
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judgment  went  he  should  be  rerj  glad  to  adopt 
the  proposal  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Menzies,  which  he 
understood  would  be  moved  by  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Buckley. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  said  the 
manner  in  which  the  Hon.  Mr.  Mantell  and  the 
Hon.  Captain  Fraser  had  referred  to  this  question 
showed  the  complete  mii»understanding  under 
which  they  laboured  ;  and  his  honorable  friend 
Mr.  Mantell  would  allow- him  to  say  that  it  came 
with  very  bad  grace  from  liim,  who  was  not  accus- 
tomed in  Committees  to  take  any  great  share  in 
the  public  work  that  was  going  on. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  rose  to  explain. 
The  honorable  gentleman  was  but  a  new  member 
of  the  Council,  and  he  (Mr.  Mantell)  would  ap- 
peal to  the  Council  to  f>ay  whether  he  had  not  for 
years  and  years  past  taken  his  full  share  in  the 
work  of  the  various  Committees. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  was  sorry 
that  anything  he  had  said  should  have  raised  the 
ang<^r  of  his  honorable  friend. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL.  —  Not  anger- 
amusement. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  said  the 
tone  of  his  honorable  friend  did  not  strike  him  as 
being  one  of  amusement :  however,  he  was  sorry 
to  have  said  anything  that  could  have  amused 
him.  The  difficulty  before  them  was  a  very 
serious  one.  He  would  preface  what  he  was 
about  to  say  by  an  admission  of  his  own  desire  to 
be  relieved  from  any  further  share  in  the  work 
of  this  Committee.  So  far  from  desiring  to 
arrogate  to  himself  any  power  as  a  member  of 
that  Committee,  there  was  no  part  of  the  work 
he  had  done  in  Parliament  which  had  been  so 
disagreeable,  or  had  been  attended  with  so  much 
difficulty  and  trouble,  as  the  work  of  this  Com- 
mittee. What  he  was  going  to  urge  would  not 
in  the  slightest  degree  advance  any  object  of 
hit  own,  because,  if  he  were  correct  in  the  opinions 
he  held  on  the  matter,  it  would  be  impos- 
sible for  him  to  take  any  part  in  the  work  as 
it  was  proposed  to  be  done  :  and  when  he  found 
that  the  painstaking  and  exhaustive  labour  which 
had  beeu  performed  by  the  Committee  in  pre- 
vious sessions  only  seemed  to  have  resulted  in 
creating  an  unpleasant  feeling  on  the  part  of 
honorable  gentlemen  towards  its  members,  as  if 
they  had  some  personal  advantage  in  view,  he 
felt  that  the  time  had  come  when  the  members 
of  the  Committee  should  seek  to  be  relieved  from 
this  duty.  His  honorable  friend  Mr.  Waterhouse 
had  justly  pointed  out  that,  when  these  local  Bills 
were  dealt  with  by  the  Provincial  Councils,  the 
Provincial  Qovernmenis  had  alwajs  been  respon- 
sible not  only  for  their  conduct  through  the 
Council,  but  for  the  protection  of  any  private 
or  public  interests  which  might  be  involved  in 
them.  But,  besides  that,  there  was  tliis  addi* 
tional  safeguard  for  the  pubUc:  that  the  Pro- 
vincial Councils  reiilly  understood  the  character 
and  the  effect  of  the  legislation  which  was  in- 
tended, and  were  thus  not  likely  to  consent  to 
anything  dangerous  or  improper.  Now  those 
two  advantages  no  longer  existed.  Local  Bills 
were  not  introduced  into  Parliament  under  any 
responsibility  of  the  Governmont,  and  could  not, 
Mon,  Captain  Fraser 


under  the  present,  or,  indeed,  any  other  form  of 
General  Qovemment,  be  under  the  same  control 
as   was  exercised   over  them  in  the  Provincial 
Councils.     And  there  was  another  point  of  still 
more  importance.     In  consequence  of  the  absence 
of  that  local  knowledge  which  had  existed  in  the 
Provincial  Councils,  such  Bills  when  brought  into 
the  House  of  Representatives  were  things  which 
nobody  knew  anything  at  all  about,  and  were  not 
really  investigated.    Not  only  was  there  no  respon- 
sibility, but  there  was  no  safeguard  ;  and  mem- 
bers, in  the  struggle  to  get  their  Bills  passed  on 
private   members'   dajs,   agreed  amongst  them- 
selves  that  A  would  allow   B's  Bill   to  pass  if 
B   would  not  oppose  A's,  it  being  always  said, 
*'  Let  them  go  to  the  Legi?»lative  Council,  tliey 
will  be  eifted  there."     At  fir^t,  when  these  Bills 
came  up   to    the    Council,   honorable    members 
did  not  realize  what-  the  effect  of  such  a  change 
from  the  provincial  system  would  be :  but  after- 
wards, as  the  Bills  came  to  be  investigated,  it  was 
found  that  in  almost  every  case  cither  private  or 
public  rights  were  interfered  with  ;  not  in  conse- 
quence ot  any  improper  motive,  but  from  want  of 
due  control.    Bills  were  introduced  into  the  House 
of  Representatives   now,  which  no  man   would 
have  ventured  to  introduce  into  a  Provincial  Coun- 
cil.    Under  this  state  of  things  the  Council  was 
made  the  investigator  of   these   Bills,   and  the 
duty  required  a  very  great  amount  of  care  and 
labour :  such  care  and  labour  as  was  not  to  be 
despised,  not  to  be  treated  as  being  the  mere  out- 
come of  personal  ambition  on  the  part  of  the 
members  of  the  Committee,  and,  above  all,  not 
to  be  considered  unnecessary.     It  was  requisite, 
as   the  Hon.    Mr.   Waterhouse    had    remarked, 
that  these  Bills  should  be  dealt  with  by  experts 
in  local  legislation.     His  honorable  friend  Mr. 
Mantell  was  a  scientific  man,  and  was  an  honored 
and  distinguished  member  of  the  Philosophical 
Institute  in  Wellington.     What  would  he  think 
if  some  one  were  to  move  that  the  nature  of 
metamorphio    rocks    and    botanical    definitions 
should    be  left  to   the  investigation  of   people 
who  knew    nothing    whatever    about    science? 
It  was  no  use   their   pretending  that  they  did 
know  these  things  :   there  were  some  of  them 
who  did  not  know  them.     It  would  be  a  great 
piece  of  folly  on  his  part  if  he  were  to  aspire  to 
rival  his  honorable  friend  in  any  scientitic  re- 
search :  and  it  showed  a  want  of  consideration  of 
the  subject  to  propose  that  a  duty  which  required 
the  services  of  experta  in  legislation  should  be 
left  to  those  whose  studies  had  not  accustomed 
them  to  the  work.     It  was  difficult  to  name  a 
single  local  Bill  which  had  been  examined  by  the 
Committee,   in   which   public  or  private  rights 
were  not  more  or  less  affecied ;  and,  if  an  investi- 
gation of  that  kind  did  not   take   place  before 
the   principle  of  the  Bill  was  accepted  on  the 
second  reading,  serious  ovils  would  result.     It 
was  now  proposed  to  distribute  the  work  among  a 
number  of  members,  to  be  appointed  for  different 
Committees.   Now,  the  objection  to  that  course  was 
this:  If  the  work  was  to  be  done  honestly  and 
fairly,  and  with  due  responsibility  for  the  preser- 
vation  of  private   and  public  rights,   members 
who  were  themselvea  promoting  IoceU.  Billi  should 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


1879.] 


Looal  Bills. 


[COUNCIL.] 


Local  Bills. 


53 


not  be   members  of  the  Committees  adjudicat- 
ing upon  them.     What  was  wanted  was  a  Com- 
mittee whose  members  would  have  no  interest 
of  their  own  in  the  Bills  to  be  inrestigated,  and 
which  should  merely  be  an  examining  body :  otlicr- 
wise  they  would  soon  degenerate  into  the  practice 
in  TOgue  in  the  otlier  Uhaoiber;  and  members, 
unconsciouslj  and  without  the  operation  of  any- 
thiufs  like  an   improper  motive,  would  get  into 
habits   of  laxity   which    would   spread   through 
every   Committee.      The    necessity   for  a  small 
number  on  the  Committee  was  at  the  core  of 
the  thing,   and   the    necessity    for    that    small 
number    being   experts    was  also  at    the    core. 
A    ca-*e    in    point    might  be  mentioned.     The 
Hon.  Captain  Baillie  introduced  a  Bdl  intituled 
the  Awatere  Shearing  Reserve  Bill.    That  honor- 
able gentleman  was  not  one  of  these  "dangerous" 
members  which  it  was  evident  from  tlie  remarks 
of  the  honorable  mover  he  (Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell) 
was   supposed   to   be,  and  no   doubt   he  acted 
perfectly   innocently.     Presently   the   Attorney- 
General,   being   an   expert   in    legislation,   says, 
"  Here,  you  are  touching  upon  the  interests  of  the 
Crown;"  and  so  disposes  of  the  Bill  altogether. 
He  (Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell)  pretended  to  tome  lilile 
knowledge  in    local  Bills,    but    certainly,  with 
reference  to  that  Bill,  he  had  not  known  what 
he  was  doing.     And  this  was  an  instance  which 
could  be  constantly  repealed.     Was  it  wise,  then, 
because    some    gentlemen    thought'  there    had 
been  an  assumption  of  power  on  the  part  of  the 
Committee,  because  they  thought  the  Committee 
had  arrogated  to  itself  certain  influence,  for  those 
gentlemen  now  to  abolish  the  safeguard  wliicii 
the  Council  had  set  up  ?     Well,  the  Council  would 
take  this  step  with  their  eyes  open  ;  and,  if  the 
views  of  certain  honorable  gentlemen  proved  in- 
correct, the  Council  would  one  day  come  round 
to  his  riew.    The  work  was  altogether  different 
from  that  in  regard  to  public  legislation.    As  far 
as  work  was  concerned,  he  womd  rather  do  the 
work   connected  with  twenty  public  Bills  than 
that  connected  with  one  of  these  local  Bills.     It 
required  more  research,  examination,  care,  and 
eren  suspicion,  than  could  ever  be  called  into 
existence  by  public  legislation.     They  were  not 
public  Bills,  nor  were  they  private  Bills,  but  a 
kind  of  a  hybrid  into  which  were  slipped  all  sorts 
of  provisions  which  nobody  could  understand  at 
first  sight,  and  the  effect  of  which  was  often  not 
seen  without  minute  inquiry.     He  remembered 
another  instance— that  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Miller. 
He  was  tlie  promoter  of  a  Bill  before  the  Local 
Bills  Committee,  called  the  Oamaru  Waterworks 
Bill,  which  increased  the  borrowing  power  of  the 
Oamaru  Municipal  Council.     Every  line  of  that 
Bill  bristled  with  difficulties — legal  difficulties, 
financial  difficulties,  the  rights  of  private   per- 
sons, and  the  rights  of  public  bodies;  but  his 
(riend  was  the  promoter  of  that  Bill  as  innocently 
as  any  one  who  ever  lived.    The  Council  should 
provide  that  members  promoting  Bills  should  not 
be  the  judges  of  those  Bills;  next,  that  the  exa- 
mination should  be  conducted  by  experts ;  and, 
thirdly,  that  those  experts   should  be  small   in 
number,  and  charged  with  a  high  responsibility. 
Honorable  gentlemen   talked  of  infiuence  and 


power  being  centred  in  this  Committee ;  but  what 
did  it  all  come  to  ?  The  Council  really  deter- 
mined the  fate  of  every  Bill.  The  duty  of  the 
Committee  was  simply  to  make  recommendations, 
to  inquire  into  matter*,  and  to  report  their 
opinions;  it  was  for  the  Council  to  adopt  their 
reports  or  not  as  they  pleased ;  and  at  t  he  second 
reading  every  njember  was  as  free  to  investigate 
into  the  Bill,  to  see  whether  the  Committee  were 
to  blame,  and  to  rectify  mistakes— and  mistakes 
were  sure  to  occur  wherever  human  action  was 
concerned — as  if  no  prior  action  had  been  taken 
by  the  Committee.  It  was  absurd,  then,  that, 
because  certain  members  thought  this  Local  Bills 
Committee  was  creating  itself  an  imperium  in 
imperio,  the  Council  should  abolish  the  Committee 
altogether.  However,  as  some  feeling  had  been 
created  in  the  Council,  and  a  belief  had  been 
allowed  to  arise  that  the  work  might  be  very 
much  better  done  by  other  people,  he  personnlly 
would  give  way  to  it  at  once.  He  sincerely  hoped 
the  work  would  be  better  done  by  other  people, 
and  in  taking  leave  of  the  subject  he  would  only 
add  that,  if  any  one  thought  he  had  been  actuated 
by  a  love  of  power  or  influence,  he  was  willing  to 
accept  the  consequences  in  this  motion. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  said  that  when  he 
seconded  the  very  harmless-looking  motion  of  his 
honorable  friend  Captain  Baillie — which  he  re- 
garded as  a  mere  verbal  amendment  of  no  import- 
ance in  the  Standing  Orders — he  had  no  idea  that 
there  would  be  such  an  explosion  of  recrimination 
and  eloquence  as  had  followed.  He  thought 
that  the  motion  simply  had  for  its  object  the 
omission  of  three  words  "and,  if  so."  There 
was  dramatic  authority  for  saying  that  **if" 
was  the  only  peacemaker,  and,  if  allowing  the 
word  to  remain  in  the  Standmg  Orders  would 
restore  peace  in  the  Council,  he  would  urge 
upon  his  honorable  friend  to  withdraw  the  mo- 
tion, and  allow  "if"  to  remain  where  it  was. 
However,  it  would  hardly  be  right  to  say  that 
the  time  spent  had  been  wasted,  for  it  was  a  most 
important  question  how  to  deal  with  those  local 
Bills  satisfactorily.  In  the  philosophical  nomen- 
clature of  the  lobbies,  which  one  might  venture^ 
to  quote  without  being  responsible  for  it,  these 
Bills  were  denominated  generically  "  schwindles." 
When  an  honorable  gentleman  had  a  Bill  of  this 
kind  he  permitted  himself  to  say  he  had  "  a  little 
swindle.  That  was  the  genus,  but  there  were 
species,  and  varieties.  They  did  not  all  class  as 
little  swindles.  He  could  say  from  his  experience 
that  some  of  them  were  not  little  swindles,  but 
very  big  swindles ;  and  the  Council  had  earned 
the  gratitude  of  the  country  by  putting  them  out. 
As  it  was  expected  that  the  Council  would  con- 
tinue its  functions  in  that  respect,  would  continue 
to  afford  protection  to  honorable  gentlemen  in 
another  place,  and  to  the  country  generally,  he 
thought  it  would  be  better,  instead  of  discussing 
verbal  amendments,  to  consider  really  how  this 
matter  could  be  placed  upon  the  best  footing. 
The  amendment  of  the  Hon.  Captain  Eraser 
went  the  length  of  saying  that  there  should  be 
no  reference  of  these  Bills  to  the  Local  Bills 
Committee  until  after  the  second  reading.  But 
it  had  always  been  understood   that   when  a 
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Bill  had  been  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time 
the  Chamber  was  committed  to  the  principle  of 
the  Bill,  and  it  was  just  at  that  time,  when  the 
Council  was  inyited  to  commit  itself  to  the 
principle  of  a  measure,  that  it  wanted  information 
which  it  could  not  obtain  otherwise  than  by  an 
antecedent  reference  to  this  Committee.  He  | 
thought  that  fact  would  dispose  of  the  amend- 
ment of  his  honorable  friend.  How  otherwise 
could  the  Council  obtain  information  ?  It  must 
be  in  the  experience  of  everj  honorable  member 
that  even  the  honorable  gentleman  invited  vicari- 
ously to  take  charge  of  these  Bills  in  the  Council 
very  often  knew  less  about  them  than  any  other 
member  of  the  Council.  Except  by  means  of 
this  Local  Bills  Committee  it  was  impossible  to 
acquire  reliable  information.  Before  tbe  Council 
was  committed  to  the  principle  of  any  of  these 
Bills,  it  should  be  first  furnished  with  informa- 
tion which  could  only  be  furnished  by  this  Com- 
mittee. That  was  the  function  of  the  Com- 
mittee, and  that  was  the  function  that  had  been 
performed  very  well  by  it ;  and  it  showed  great 
want  of  appreciation  of  the  labours  of  the  mem- 
bers to  have  their  motives  and  their  decisions 
called  into  question  as  he  (Dr.  Pollen)  had 
heard  them  called  into  question.  It  was  a  very 
poor  requital  for  such  labours.  There  was  no 
doubt  that  an  unreasonable  amount  of  work  was 
imposed  upon  this  Committee,  and  it  has  been 
proposed  that  the  labour  might  be  lightened  by 
increasing  the  number  of  Committees.  He  ven- 
tured to  make  a  suggestion  which  might  bo  worth 
considering  for  at  once  reducing  the  pressure  of 
the  labour  by  dividing  it,  whilst  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  Committee  would  not  be  weakened. 
It  had  occurred  to  him  that  the  number  might  be 
enlarged ;  and  they  might  follow  the  practice 
which  obtained  in  Municipal  Councils,  of  re- 
ferring particular  questions  to  sub-committees  or 
bureaux  of  the  Committee :  the  work  would  thus 
be  distributed,  while  the  Committee  would  re- 
main responsible.  He  thought  tbis  was  a  prac- 
tical suguestion  which  it  might  be  worth  the 
while  of  the  Standing  Orders  Committee  to  con- 
sider.    He  should  vote  n^ainst  the  amendment. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  said  that,  in 
the  discussion  which  took  place  on  this  matter  in 
the  Standing  Orders  Committee,  he  took  a  vi«w 
opposed  to  that  of  his  honorable  friend  who 
thought  that  Bills  should  be  referred  to  the  Local 
Bills  Committee  after  the  second  reading. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MAXTELL.— Before  the  second 
reading. 

The  Hob.  Colonel  WHITMORE  certainly 
understood  his  friend  to  mean  after  the  second 
reading  :  at  any  rate,  the  amendment  was  to  that 
eflect.  He  (Colonel  Whitmore)  thought  with 
the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen  that  the  JBills  shoiild  be 
sent  to  the  Local  Bills  Committee  before  the 
second  reading,  because  really  there  was  no  prin- 
ciple involved  in  them,  or  seldom  any  principle 
worth  considering.  When  one  Athenaeum  Bill 
had  been  dealt  with,  the  principle  of  all  was 
understood.  It  was  either  to  obtain  borrowing 
powers,  or  powers  to  lease  or  sell,  all  of  which 
matters  depended  upon  local  circumstances.  He 
believed  the  feeling  was  not  so  much  with  regard 
Eon.  J)r,  Pollen 


to  whether  Bills  should  be  referred  to  the  Local 
Bills  Committee  before  or  after  the  second  read- 
ing, but  as  to  the  personnel  of  that  Committee. 
He  had  always  on  principle  supported  the  findings 
of  that  Committee,  and  he  would  be  sorry  to 
think  that  there  had  been  any  jealousy ;  but  he 
believed  it  would  be  desirable  to  increase  the 
number — firstly,  because  it  would  tend  to  remove 
the  feeling  to  which  he  had  alluded,  and,  secondly, 
because  it  would  allow  gentlemen  who  might  be 
in  charge  of  local  Bills  to.withdraw  from  serving 
on  the  Committee,  without  unduly  reducing  the 
number.  The  Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell  had  said 
it  would  be  desirable  that  gentlemen  in  charge 
of  Bills  should  not  serve  upon  Committees.  He 
(Colonel  Whitmore)  agreed  with  that ;  but  both 
that  honorable  member  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Water- 
house  had  frequently  been  in  charge  of  Bills,  and, 
if  that  were  so  in  future,  not  only  would  the  Com- 
mittee lose  their  service?,  but  there  would  be  no 
person  to  take  their  places.  If  the  Committee 
were  made  larger — if  there  were  double  as  many 
on  the  roister,  leaving  it  to  the  Hon.  the  Speaker 
either  to  appoint  two  Committees,  or  to  break  up 
the  names  to  serve  on  each  branch  of  the  Com- 
mittee— he  should  make  no  objection  ;  but  in  the 
present  state  of  mind  of  the  Council  it  would  be 
desirable  to  come  to  some  better  compromise  than 
any  that  had  been  suggested.  He  tiiought  they 
might  agree  among  themselves.  No  doubt  honor- 
able members  recognized  the  services  of  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Waterhouse  and  the  Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell, 
although,  perhaps,  they  did  not  wish  the  Com- 
mittee to  be  too  exclu!«ive.  Under  all  the  cir- 
cumstances he  thought  it  would  be  better  to  leave 
the  matter  for  a  day  or  two,  and  he  would  tbere- 

I  fore  move  the  adjournment  of  the  debate  until 
Friday  next. 

!      Debate  adjourned. 

UNIVERSITY  RESERVES. 

I      The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER,  in  moving  his  motion, 

said  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  petition 

of  the  Chancellor  of  tlic  New  Zealand  University 

was  as  follows  : — 

*'  That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  it  is 
desirable  that  the  Goveniment  be  requested  to  in- 
troduce a  Bill,  during  the  present  session,  for  the 
purpose  of  appointing  trustees  for  the  manage- 
ment of  the  reserves  mentioned  in  the  petition; 
such  trustees  to  consist  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
New  Zealand  University  ex  officio^  and  two  others, 
to  be  appointed  by  the  Government  and  the  New 
Zealand  University  Senate  respectively." 

This  report  in  reaUty  repeated  what  had  been 
already  suggested  at  a  former  period.  In  the 
year  1876,  a  Bill  was  drafted  proposing  to 
appoint  trustees  for  the  whole  of  these  reserves. 
This  Bill  was  not  introduced,  but  it  again  occu- 
pied the  attention  of  the  Government  in  the 
following  year ;  but  why  it  was  not  introduced 
into  the  House  he  was  not  aware  :  no  doubt  the 
Hon.  the  Attorney-General  could  throw  some 
light  on  the  subject.  The  simple  position  of 
these  reserves  was,  that  they  were  yielding  no 
revenue  at  uU,  but  were  lying  wholly  unprofitable, 
and  were  of  no  use  whatever  for  the  purpose  for 
which  they  were  originally  reserredj  so  that  there 
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could  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  desirability  of  some 
steps  being  taken  in  regard  to  them.  By  the 
evidence  which  was  attached  to  the  report  of 
the  Commissioners  on  Higher  Education,  it 
would  be  seen  that  a  considerable  revenue 
would  at  once  be  derived  from  one  of  the  blocks, 
and  he  believed  that  if  proper  steps  were  taken 
some  other  blocks  might  also  be  made  to  yield 
revenue.  Under  these  circumstances  he  trusted 
the  Government  would  agree  to  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Committee.  The  Hon.  the  Attorney- 
General  would  probably  be  aware  there  wei-e 
some  difficulties  connected  with  defining  these 
reserves,  or  rather  that,  in  consequence  of  the  Act 
of  1875  not  having  been  complied  with,  it  was 
necessary  that  the  reserves  should  be  defined 
before  they  could  be  appropriated  to  the  purposes 
for  which  they  were  originally  intended.  He 
thought  the  simplest  plan  would  be  to  introduce 
a  Bill  dealing  with  the  matter  of  appointing 
trustees  to  take  charge  of  the  reserves. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "  That,  in 
the  opinion  of  this  Council,  it  is  desirable  that 
the  Government  be  requested  to  introduce  a  Bill 
daring  the  present  session  for  the  purpose  of 
appointing  trustees  for  the  management  of  the 
reserves  mentioned  in  the  petition  of  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  New  Zealand  University  j  such 
trustees  to  consist  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  New 
Zealand  University  ex  officio^  and  two  others,  to 
be  appointed  by  the  Government  and  the  New 
Zealand  Senate  respectively." — {Hon.  Mr.  Miller.) 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  said  that  as  far 
as  the  Gk>vernment  was  concerned  he  had  no 
objection  to  this  motion  being  passed ;  but  he 
could  hardly  promise  the  honorable  gentleman 
that  a  Bill  for  the  purpose  indicated  would  he 
introduced  this  session.  The  amount  of  work 
already  before  Parliament  waa  very  great,  and 
this  was  a  matter  which  he  thought  might  not 
unreasonably  be  postponed. 

The  hour  of  four  o'clock  having  arrived,  the 
Council  proceeded  to  the  Orders  of  the  day. 

PARAMENE  TE  ONEONE  V.  KINROSS. 

ADJOUBNED  DEBATE. 

The  adjourned  debate  was  resumed  upon  the 
question.  That  this  Council  doth  concur  in  the 
report  of  the  Standing  Orders  Committee  in  the 
case  of  Paramene  to  Oneone;  but  that,  as  it 
appears  that  the  infringement  of  parliamentary 
privilege  by  Paramene  te  Oneone  and  his  legal 
advisers  was  committed  in  ignorance,  and  as  their 
action  has  been  abandoned,  it  is  not  necessary,  in 
the  opinion  of  this  Council,  to  take  any  further 
steps  in  the  matter. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  said  this  debate 
was  adjourned  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Wilson,  who  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
report  of  the  Committee  contained  statements 
which  were  not  in  accordance  with  law — espe- 
cially the  statement  that  a  witness  before  the 
Council,  or  one  of  its  Committees,  could  be  called 
upon  to  answer  questions  which  would  criminate 
himself.  No  doubt  his  honorable  friend  came  to 
that  conclusion  in  consequence  of  the  contrary 
being  the  rule  in  the  Courts  of  law.  He  put  the 
question  pointedly  to  him  (Mr.  Whi laker)  whe- 


ther he  agreed  with  him  or  not.  His  impression 
was  against  the  honorable  gentleman  at  the  time, 
but  at  the  same  time  it  appeared  to  him  that  the 
report  did  not  go  precisely  in  the  way  he  thought 
it  should,  and  therefore  he  took  upon  himself  to 
examine  carefully  into  the  question.  After  ex- 
amining the  reports  of  cases,  and  also  text-book 
authorities,  he  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  statements  in  the  'eport  did  not  exceed  the 
powers  of  the  Council.  There  was  a  broad  dis- 
tinction between  proceedings  in  a  Court  of  law 
and  proceedings  in  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament, 
and,  although  the  law  had  been  stated  precisely 
according  to  the  law  as  administered  in  the 
Courts  of  justice,  it  was  not  the  law  as  adminis- 
tered by  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament.  He 
thought,  if  the  honorable  gentleman  would  refer 
to  the  different  authorities  on  the  subject,  he 
would  find  that  the  privilege  claimed  in  the  re- 
port on  behalf  of  the  Council  was  in  strict  ac- 
cordance with  precedent.  The  PriTileges  Act 
conferred  upon  the  Council  the  powers  and  also 
the  privileges  of  the  House  of  Commons.  One 
of  those  privileges  was  the  protection  of  witnesses 
who  gave  evidence  either  before  a  Committee  of 
the  House  or  before  the  House  itself.  Those 
witnesses  had  extended  to  them  all  the  privileges 
that  were  given  to  witnesses  in  the  Supreme 
Court ;  but  such  witnesses  had  a  further  pri- 
vilege, and  that  was,  that  they  could  not  be  pro- 
secuted or  proceeded  against  for  anything  stated 
in  their  evidence  unless  by  express  permission 
of  the  House.  That  this  was  the  rule  appeared 
still  further  evident  from  the  fact  that  there 
was  a  Standing  Order  which  expressly  provided 
that  wherever  false  evidence  was  given  the 
Council  would  proceed  in  a  severe  manner 
against  the  witness.  If  a  witness  made  a  false 
statement  before  a  Committee,  or  before  the 
Council,  the  proper  course  was  to  apply  to  the 
Council,  or,  when  the  Council  was  not  in  session, 
to  the  Speaker,  for  permission  to  take  proceed- 
ings against  that  person.  It  was  then  a  matter 
for  the  consideration  of  the  Council,  or  of  the 
Spaker,  whether  that  permission  should  be 
given ;  and  he  apprehended  that  little  difficulty 
or  question  could  ever  arise  upon  that,  because, 
where  it  was  clear  or  where  it  was  believed 
that  false  evidence  had  been  given,  no  objection 
would  be  made,  either  by  the  Council  or  by  the 
Speaker,  to  proceedings  being  taken  against  the 
o^ender.  After  looking  into  the  precedents,  it 
appeared  to  him  quite  clear  that  that  was  the 
proper  mode  of  procedure,  and  therefore  he 
thought  the  report  correctly  stated  what  were 
the  privileges  of  the  Council.  But  it  seemed 
to  him  that  an  alteration  was  required  in  the 
last  paragraph  but  one  of  the  report,  which,  as 
it  stood  at  present,  might  bo  open  to  miscon- 
struction. On  reading  it,  it  would  appear  that 
the  proceedings  against  Mr.  Kinross  were  of  a 
civil  nature.  The  report  at  the  beginning  re- 
ferred to  Mr.  Kinross  hs  having  been  a  witness 
before  a  Select  Committee  of  the  Legislative 
Council  in  1871,  and  the  last  paragraph  but 
one  stated,  "A  further  reference  to  parlia- 
mentary practice  and  precedent  showed  tliat  the 
commencement  of  an  action  at  law  against  a 
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witness  for  eridence  giren  before  a  Parliamen- 
tarj  Committee  constituted  a  breach  of  privilege, 
although  such  action  was  not  proceeded  with." 
Tlie  inference  was,  that  the  proceedings  against 
Kinross  were  in  the  shape  of  an  action  at  law; 
but  on  inquiry  he  found  that  they  were  of  a 
criminal  nature,  and  that  the  charge  was  one 
of  perjury.  Therefore  the  report  was  not  quite 
consistent  with  itself.  It  begai.i  by  stating — 
although  not  directly — that  the  ca»e  was  one  of 
perjury,  and  then  it  used  the  words,  "the  com- 
mencement of  an  action  at  law."  The  proceed- 
ing against  Mr.  Kinross  was  not  the  commence- 
ment of  an  action  at  law,  but  the  commencement 
of  a  criminal  prosecution.  The  doubt  entertained 
on  this  subject,  which  he  had  endeavoured  to  clear 
up,  was  this :  whether  or  not,  looking  at  the 
privileges  that  were  conferred  upon  the  Council 
and  its  Committees  in  regard  to  witnesses  ex- 
amined before  it,  the  case  of  perjury  was  one 
that  would  be  excepted.  He  was  satisfied  that 
in  no  other  case  would  there  be  any  exception ; 
but  an  impression  rested  on  his  mind  that  he 
had  somewhere  read  that  there  was  an  exception 
in  the  case  of  perjury,  and  he  did  not  think  such 
an  exception  would  be  at  all  unreasonable.  How- 
ever, after  the  investigation  he  had  made  into  the 
matter,  he  did  not  think  there  was  any  exception 
whatever ;  and  tlierefore  it  appeared  to  him  that 
the  report,  in  its  statement  of  the  privileges  of 
the  Council  in  regard  to  witnesses,  went  no  fur- 
ther than  the  law  warranted.  But  he  would 
propose,  as  an  amendment,  to  strike  out  of  the 
report  the  words  "  an  action  at  law,"  in  the  last 
paragraph  but  one,  for  the  purpose  of  inserting 
the  words  "proceedings  civil  or  criminal."  It 
would  be  found  then  to  cover  what  were  really 
the  privileges  of  the  Council  and  of  witnesses  ex- 
amined before  it,  and  would,  at  the  same  time, 
cover  the  case  of  Mr.  Kinross,  who,  it  appeared, 
was  proceeded  against  on  a  criminal  charge.  It 
would  also  probably  be  better  to  state  that  it  was 
without  the  concurrence  of  the  Council  or  the 
Speaker ;  and  he  would  propose  to  insert,  after  the 
word  "commencement,"  in  the  same  paragraph, 
the  words  "  without  the  consent  of  the  Council 
or  the  Speaker  thereof."  He  would  move,  as  an 
amendment  to  tlie  motion  before  the  Council, 
That  the  report  of  the  Standing  Orders  Com- 
mittee be  referred  back  to  the  Committee;  with 
a  view  to  making  the  amendments  he  had  in- 
dicated. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SCOTLAND  wished  to  make  a 
few  remarks  on  the  propriety  of  proceeding  with 
this  matter  of  privilege.  lie  was  very  sorry  it 
had  been  taken  up  by  the  Council  at  all.  He 
thought  they  should,  at  any  rate,  have  waited 
until  a  petition  had  been  presented  by  Mr.  Kin- 
ross, asking  for  protection.  He  could  not  see  the 
use  of  discussioa,  as  in  any  case,  and  whether 
there  was  a  petition  or  not,  he  felt  sure  that, 
where  either  a  civil  action  or  criminal  proceed- 
ings had  been  commenced  against  any  witness  for 
words  spoken  before  one  of  its  Committees,  the 
Council  ought  not  to  interfere.  He  was  con- 
firmed in  this  opinion  by  some  words  which  fell 
from  Lord  Brougham  and  Lord  Denraan  in  the 
House  of  Lords  in  1845,  when  a  celebrated  case 
Mon.  Mr.  WhUaker 


was  being  debated.  It  was  on  a  petition  (rom  a 
Mr.  Baker,  who  claimed  the  protection  of  the 
House  of  Lords  in  consequence  of  an  action 
having  been  brought  against  him  by  Mr.  Harlow 
for  words  used  by  Mr.  Baker  before  a  Committee 
of  the  House  of  Lords,  which  were  supposed  to 
reflect  upon  Mr.  Harlow.  With  the  leave  of  the 
Council  he  would  read  a  portion  of  what  Lord 
Den  man  and  Lord  Brougham  said  on  the  occa- 
sion. After  Lord  Campbell  had  moved  that  the 
plaintiff  in  the  action  and  his  attorney  be  brought 
to  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Lords,  Lord  Denmaa 
said  he  lioped  their  Lordships  would  not  act  at 
all.     In  the  course  of  his  remarks  he  said, — 

"But  it  is  said  that  this  petitioner  and  wit- 
ness would  be  harassed  if  this  action  were  al- 
lowed to  be  brought  against  him.  Would  he  not 
be  equally  harassed  if  he  were  indicted  for  per- 
jury? Would  your  Lordships  prevent  such  an 
indictment  because  the  party  indicted  came  and 
told  you  that  he  was  guiltless  of  the  crime  of  per- 
jury alleged  against  him,  and  that  he  had  said 
nothing  but  the  truth?  Are  your  Lordships 
prepared,  on  such  an  allegation,  to  declare  that 
you  will  not  allow  the  law  to  take  its  course,  nor 
will  allow  the  question  as  to  the  falsehood  or 
truth  of  the  party's  statement  to  be  investigated 
by  a  competent  legal  tribunal?  I  think  your 
Lordships  will  incur  a  most  serious  responsibility 
if  you  undertake  to  interfere  thus  without  great 
deliberation.  .  .  .  My  Lords,  I  venture  to 
warn  you  against  the  notion  that  dignity  consists 
in  taking  sudden  ofience,  and  in  putting  down  all 
who  question  your  proceedings.  There  may  bo 
good  grounds  for  the  statements  of  those  who 
come  before  you  for  protection.  Your  Lordships 
do  not  possess  the  means  of  investigating  the 
merits  between  the  contending  parties;  but,  if 
those  grounds  exist,  the  assertion  and  proof  of 
them  will  be  available  to  the  party  complaining 
in  any  Court  of  justice  in  the  kingdom." 

A  few  days  afterwards,  on  the  same  case  com- 
ing up  again  before  the  House  of  Lords,  Lord 
Brougham  spoke  at  great  length,  and  on  the  same 
side  as  Lord  Denman.  He  concluded  in  these 
words : — 

"  I  think  it  most  clear,  my  Lords,  that  we  need 
have  no  fear  from  the  Judges  of  the  land.  They 
are,  amongst  all  men  and  all  bodies  of  men,  the 
first  to  show  respect  to  this  House ;  and  they 
will  be  the  last  to  shrink  from  supporting  your 
privileges  when  the  acts  of  your  servants  or 
officers  are  discussed  in  Courts  of  justice.  Let 
lis  ever  bear  in  mind  the  respect  due  to  the  law, 
of  which  we  are  the  highest  depositaries — ever  be 
ready  by  the  law  to  have  all  our  rights  decided, 
by  its  oracles  all  our  claims  adjudged.  To  the 
Courts,  where  it  is  purely  and  calmly  admitted, 
let  us  all  willingly  resort  for  justice,  and  nerer 
lose  sight  of  the  good  maxim  that,  in  keeping 
together  the  great  social  pyramid  of  England, 
its  strength  resides,  not  in  the  apex  of  the  Crown, 
not  in  the  region  of  the  people,  not  in  the  broad, 
low  base  of  the  multitude,  but  in  that  middle  re- 
gion in  which  justice  is  administered  according  to 
law  by  lawyers,  and,  above  all,  by  lawyers  who 
are  no  poUticians.  It  is  because  they  are  chosen 
1  out  and  set  apart  as  a  peculiar  people — zealous  of 
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good  works  of  jaitice ;  it  is  because  politics  nerer 
cross  the  threshold  of  their  Courts,  or  interrupt 
the  calm  and  equable  tenor  of  their  way ;  it  is 
therefore  that  your  Lordships  ought  to  relj  with 
confidence  on  the  protection  which  jour  privileges 
will  receire  at  the  hands  of  those  who  administer 
justice  in  our  tribunals." 

He  did  not  think  they  were  likely  to  get  out 
of  this  matter  with  dignity  at  all.    How  did 
they  propose  to  get  out  of  it  ?    By  resorting  to  a 
fiction.     The  motion  stated,  the  infringement  of 
parliamentary  privilege  by  Paramene  te  Oneone 
and  his  legal  advisers  was  committed  "in  ignor- 
ance."     That  put  a  strain  upon  his  creduliMr 
which  was  rather  more  than  it  could  bear.    He 
would  go  further,  and  say  he  did  not  think  any 
honorable  member  of  the  Council  believed  it  to 
be  true.     It  was  preposterous  to  suppose  that 
Paramene  te  Oneone's  counsel,  who  was  a  former 
member  of  Parliament,  could  have  been  ignorant 
of  the  privilege  of  Parliament.    At  any  rate  it 
would  be  as  well  to  strike  out  those  words  about 
ignorance;  but  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  best 
plan  would  be  to  drop  the  whole  subject  at  once. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON  said  he  had  no  inter- 
est whaterer  in  the  present  case,  and  bad  it  not 
been  for  the  tenor  of  the  report  he  would  not 
have  said  a  word  about  it;  but  he  thought  it 
would  be  imprudent  to  let  such  a  report  as  this 
go  forth.     With  all  respect  to  the  opinion  of 
the  Attomey-Gheneral,  he  would  still  ask  that  it 
should  be  sent  back  to  the  Committee  to  see 
whether  there  were  any  grounds  for  the  two 
statements  made  in  the  interim  report.    The  first 
of  these  was,  that  the  Council  would  protect  wit- 
nesses who  gave  evidence  before  it.    He  was  bound 
to  say  he  could  not  find  any  authority  at  all 
for  that.    What  he  did  find  was  this :  that  the 
Parliament  at  Home,  from  which  they  got  their 
privileges,  would   not  allow  proceedings  to   be 
taken  against  witnesses  without  its  consent ;  but 
that  was  in  no  way  to  protect  the  witnesses,  because 
if  they  were  g^Uty  why  should  the  Parliament 
protect  them  ?    The  real  reason  why  Parliament 
would  not  allow  proceedings  to  be  taken  was  that 
its  own  privileges  were  invaded  by  notice  being 
taken  of  what  had  occurred  before  it.    The  other 
point  in  regard  to  which  he  found  fault  with  the 
report  was  as  to  witnesses  before  Parliamentary 
Committees  being  compelled  to  give  evidence, 
whether  such  evidence  would  inculpate  them  or 
not.    He  did  not  find  that  that  was  so  at  all,  and, 
BO  far  from  its  being  the  case,  it  would  be  remem- 
bered that  a  few  years  ago,  when  Mr.  Bridges 
xnade  a  statement  at  the  bar  of  the  other  House, 
he  refused  to  answer  except  on  the  understand- 
ing that  a  Bill  of  indemnity  would  be  passed ; 
b\it  his  charges  broke  down,  and  he  withdrew  his 
statement.    It  was  not  recognized  for  one  moment 
that  witnesses  were  bound  to  criminate  them- 
selves ;  and  he  thought  that  the  statement  in  the 
wport,  if  allowed  to  remain,  would  be  a  very  mis- 
leading one.    He  did  not  think  it   was  at  all 
necessary.    What  did  the  Attorney- aeneral  say  ? 
That  he  bad  thought  that,  in  cases  of  this  kind, 
although  it  was  possible  that    the   Parliament 
would  not  allow  proceeedings  to  be  brought,  it 
^B*  probable  that  there  wotUd  be  an  exception  in 
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the  case  of  perjury.  Well,  there  was  that  excep- 
tion in  one  respect.  In  the  English  Act  called 
"The  Corrupt  Practices  Act,  1863,"  there  was  a 
provision  by  which  no  witness  would  be  excused 
from  answering  criminating  questions.  But  what 
happened  ?  If  he  answered  them  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  Committee,  he  received  a  certificate. 
But  in  a  Bill  introduced  in  another  place  there 
was  this  proviso :  Clause  19  of  the  Bill  pro- 
vided that  witnesses  should  not  be  excused  from 
criminating  themselves,  but  that  the  Judge  should 
give  them  a  certificate.  That  proviso  was  taken 
from  the  English  Act.  The  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee would  have  a  misleading  effect.  If  it  were 
to  be  looked  upon  as  a  true  statement  of  the 
law,  it  would  appear  that  a  witness  was  compelled 
to  criminate  himself — which,  he  submitted,  vraa 
not  the  case — and,  secondly,  that,  whatever  false 
evidence  a  witness  gave,  the  Council  would  pro- 
tect him.  Of  course  that  was  not  so.  An  honor- 
able gentleman  had  made  reference  to  a  Standing 
Order.  He  apprehended  that  the  Standing  Order 
was  like  many  other  things,  and  would  probably 
never  be  put  in  force. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL.— Standing  Order 
No.  279. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON  would  like  to  know 
who  would  put  that  in  force. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL.— We  shall. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON  said  that  in  this  par* 
ticular  instance  no  proceedings  had  been  talked 
of  at  all.  He  differed  from  the  Attorney-General 
on  the  point ;  and  his  idea  was,  that  this  was  the 
state  of  the  law:  that,  in  the  first  place,  the 
Council  beyond  doubt  would  not  allow  proceed- 
ings of  either  a  civil  or  a  criminal  character  to  be 
taken  against  witnesses;  but  that  was  not  with 
the  view  of  protecting  the  witnesses,  but  for  the 
purpose  of  preserving  the  privileges  of  Parlia- 
ment. Secondly,  it  was  a  misleading  statement 
to  say  that  witnesses  were  compelled  to  oriminata 
themselves. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  BILLON  BELL  thought  it 
would  be  inconvenient,  as  a  matter  of  practice,  to 
refer  a  report  back  to  the  Committee,  direotine 
it  to  make  a  particular  amendment.  The  usui3 
course  was  to  refer  the  report  or  a  portion  of  it 
back  to  the  Committee  for  reconsideration. 

Words  of  original  motion  struck  out ;  and  ques- 
tion put.  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  inserted 
stand  part  of  the  question. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  moved  that  the  fol- 
lowing words  be  inserted :  "  The  report  be  re- 
ferred back  to  the  Committee  for  reoonsidera- 
tion." 

Agreed  to. 

IMPREST  SUPPLY  BILL  (No.  8). 
This  BiU  was  read  a  first,  a  seoond,  and  a  thiid 
time. 

HAWKB'S  BAY  AND  MARLBOBOUGH 
BIVERS  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES,  in  moving  the  seoond 
reading  of  this  Bill,  explained  that  the  reason  for 
its  introduction  was  to  alter  the  manner  of  issuing 
debentures.  Under  the  present  system  at  least 
one-tenth  of  each  debenture  was  payable  tfftTj 
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year,  and  it  was  found  in  practice  tlist  paying  in 
dribblets  in  that  way  lessened  the  ralue  of  the 
debentures,  and  prevented  persons  from  inresting 
their  money  in  such  securities.  The  object  of 
the  promoters  was  to  issue  debentures  payable 
in  one  sura,  and  a  person  purchasing  deben- 
tures would  know  precisely  when  he  would  haye 
to  take  back  his  money.  The  only  other  altera- 
tion was,  that  any  Board  might  be  at  liberty 
to  adopt  section  10  of  the  Municipal  Corpora- 
tions Act,  and  by  doing  so  they  would  be  obliged 
to  take  a  Tote  of  the  ratepayers  before  they  ooiUd 
contract  for  any  loan  or  make  any  rate.  This, 
howerer,  was  a  permissive  provision  to  which  the 
promoters  did  not  attach  particular  importance. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  was  in  doubt  whether 
this  was  not  a  local  BilL  From  the  title  it  would 
appear  so. 

The  Hon.  Captain  ERASER  would  like  to 
know  whether  due  notice  had  been  given  in  the 
locality  that  this  Bill  was  about  to  be  brought 
in,  as  it  was  possible  that  some  of  the  ratepayers 
might  object  to  it.  He  imagined  it  was  a  local 
Bill 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  pointed  out 
that  this  was  not  the  first  time  an  amendment  of 
the  Hawke's  Bay  and  Marlborough  Rivers  Act 
had  been  brought  before  the  Council.  Honor- 
able gentlemen  would  remember  the  amusement 
caused  when  he  read  out  the  provisions  of  a  Bill 
introduced  by  ui  honorable  member  in  another 
place,  which  showed  that  the  Bill  had  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  the  Hawke's  Bay  and  Marl- 
borough rivers.  It  was  just  the  same  with  the 
present  Bill,  which  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
Hawke*s  Bay  and  Marlborough  rivers. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATBRHOUSE  moved  the 
adjournment  of  the  debate,  in  order  to  afford  the 
Hon.  the  Speaker  an  opportunity  of  looking  into 
the  point  of  whether  this  was  a  local  Bill  or  not. 
The  question  was  not  so  simple  as  it  might  ap- 
pear on  the  surface,  for,  although  the  original  Act 
had  a  local  title,  still  it  had  been  incorporated 
with  a  number  of  other  Bills,  and  therefore  it 
might  be  found  on  inspection  to  be  a  public  Bill. 
He  thought  the  Wairarapa  rivers  and  a  rariety 
of  other  rivers  had  been  Drought  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Act,  so  that  it  was  an  Act  of 
general  application,  altiiough  it  retained  a  local 
tide. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES  begged  to  state  that 
this  was  a  public  Bill,  just  in  the  same  way  that 
the  Municipal  Corporations  Act  or  the  Harbour 
Boards  Act  was  a  public  Act.  The  Hawke's  Bay 
and  Marlborough  Rivers  Act  had  been  made  to 
apply  to  all  BiUs  brought  up  for  rirer  conserva- 
tion. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  would  ask 
whether  the  4th  section  did  not  rery  largely 
change  the  course  of  proceeding  under  the  Acts 
already  on  the  Statute  Book.  If  the  Bill  was 
only  to  apply  to  the  Taieri  District  there  would 
be  no  objection;  but,  if  it  was  to  apply  to  all 
rivers  brought  under  the  Hawke's  Bay  and  Marl- 
borough Rivers  Act,  that  was  a  rery  different 
thing. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAEIER  said  that,  on  looking 
^  the  original  Hawke's  Bay  and  Marlboxx)ugh 
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Rivers  Act,  he  found  that  it  empowered  tlie 
Superintendent  of  any  province  to  bring  it  into 
force  with  regard  to  any  particular  locality.  That 
seemed  to  have  in  it  what  the  Council  had  already 
declared  in  its  Standing  Orders  was  the  essence 
of  a  local  Bill.  He  would,  however,  take  time 
and  look  more  closely  into  the  matter. 
Debate  adjourned. 

UNIVERSITY  RESERVES. 

IKTBRBUPTED  DBBATB. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  was  about  to  say, 
when  the  debate  was  interrupted,  that  there 
were  several  points  in  the  question  to  which  his 
honorable  friend  the  mover  did  not  advert,  and 
to  which  the  attention  of  the  Council  should  be 
called  before  it  arrived  at  any  decision  upon  tlie 
matter.  The  University  of  New  Zealand  had  for 
a  long  time  evinced  a  desire — very  laudable,  do 
doubt — to  obtain  the  control,  if  not  the  possession, 
of  these  reserves.  Whether  it  was  desirable  that 
such  control  or  possession  should  be  now  vested 
in  the  New  Zealand  University  was  a  question 
upon*  which  he  did  not  at  present  express  an 
opinion ;  but  he  wished  to  call  attention  to  the 
fact  that,  if  the  motion  were  accepted  vrithout 
any  explanation,  it  would  commit  the  General 
Assembly  to  a  reversal  of  the  policy  now  esta- 
blished by  law  for  dealine  with  these  reserves. 
Honorable  gentlemen  would  remember  that "  The 
New  Zealand  University  Act,  1874,"  was,  to  all 
intents  and  purposes,  a  compromise — the  re- 
sult of  the  contention  between  the  New  Zea- 
land University  as  then  constituted,  the  Ofcago 
University  as  then  constituted,  and  some  other 
local  educational  institutions.  The  terms  of  that 
compromise  were  distinctly  stated  in  the  Act 
itself — that  was  to  say,  it  was  agreed,  on  the 
part  of  the  representatives  of  the  University  of 
Otago,  on  the  part  of  the  representatives  of  the 
Canterbuiy  College,  and  on  the  part  of  the 
Council  of  the  New  Zealand  University,  that,  in 
consideration  of  the  Otago  University  consenting 
to  abdicate  its  pretension  to  be  the  University 
of  New  Zealand,  the  functions  of  the  New  Zea- 
land University  should  be  simply  those  of  an 
examining  body,  and  not  of  a  teaching  body  in 
any  sense.  The  reserves  which  were  made  for 
the  endowment  of  the  Otago  University  were 
preserved  to  that  institution  by  the  Act,  and 
there  was  a  permanent  appropriation  of  £3,000  a 
jear  to  the  New  Zealand  University:  this  was 
held  to  be  sufficient  fpr  its  use,  and  the  mode  in 
which  it  was  to  be  disposed  of  was  prescribed. 
The  conditions  then  imposed  on  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  vote  were,  that  the  grants  to  affiliated 
institutions  were  to  be  continu^  for  three  years, 
at  the  end  of  which  period  the  University  was  to 
obtain  the  uncontrolled  management  of  it.  At  the 
time  the  Act  was  passed,  apparently  carrying  out 
the  agreement  between  the  several  bodies,  it  was 
arranged  that  the  reserves  which  were  originally 
intended  to  be  made  for  the  New  Zealand  Uni- 
versity should  not  be  given  to  the  New  2«ealand 
University,  but  should  be  set  apart  for  purpoees 
of  higher  education  in  the  respective  provinces 
in  which  they  were  situated.  The  Legislature 
thus  advisedly  withdrew  from  the  New  Zealand 
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TlDiTenitj  all  right  of  property  in,  and  all 
right  of  control  of,  these  reserves.  The  Act  also 
provided  that  the  Governor  in  Council  might 
make  arrangements  for  the  management  of  these 
reaerves,  and  that  practically  they  were  to  be  dealt 
with  in  the  same  manner  as  any  of  the  waste  lands 
of  the  Crown  in  the  colony,  and  the  proceeds 
from  the  sale  or  rental  of  them  appropriated  for 
the  purposes  of  higher  education  in  the  several 
districts  in  such  manner  as  the  General  As- 
sembly might  from  time  to  time  provide.  What 
he  wanted  to  point  out  now  was  the  fact  that 
this  resolution,  supposing  that  the  Council  were 
to  assent  to  it  upon  the  explanation  which 
his  honorable  friend  had  given,  would  be  simply 
an  approval  of  an  entire  reversal  of  and  de- 
parture from  the  policy  of  1874  with  respect 
to  these  reserves.  Common  experience  of  corpo- 
ration! was,  that  when  once  their  UntaculiB  closed 
upon  property  of  any  kind  it  was  exceedingly 
difficult  to  unloose  them  afterwards;  and  be 
had  fears  that,  if  these  reserves  were  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  the  New  Zealand  University,  in 
the  course  of  time  and  from  the  natare  of  corpora- 
tions, the  original  purpose  for  which  they  were 
intended  mi^ht  possibly  be  lost  sight  of,  and  the 
provincial  districts,  which  now  had  a  special  in- 
terest in  these  reserves  as  making  provision  for 
^e  expenses  of  higher  education  within  their 
limits,  might  very  possibly  lose  the  benefit  of 
them.  ^  was  not  at  all  sure  whether  the 
administration  of  these  reserves  by  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  colony,  with  the  machinery 
which  they  had,  would  not  be  more  effectual  than 
that  of  the  Senate  of  the  New  Zealand  Univer- 
sity. The  Government  had  their  Waste  Lands 
B<Mirds,  they  had  their  permanent  officers  in  all 
the  provinces  where  these  lands  were  situated, 
and  under  the  authority  which  already  existed 
they  had  a  power  of  dealing  with  them  wherever 
a  favourable  opportunity  arose  for  doing  so.  The 
cost  of  administration,  the  cost  of  collecting  rents, 
and  the  cost  of  disposing  of  the  lands  would,  under 
these  circumstances,  be  nothing  at  all.  Under 
the  New  Zealand  University,  agents  would  have  to 
be  employed,  travelling  expenses  would  neces- 
sarily be  incurred,  and  a  great  many  other  items 
of  expenditure  would  be  apt  to  crop  up,  and  thus 
the  administration  of  these  reserves  would  pro- 
bably be  much  more  expensive  than  by  the  mode 
which  was  already  provided.  At  the  same  time, 
the  danger  would  still  exist  which  he  had  pointed 
out — that  the  original  purpose  for  which  these 
reserves  were  set  aside  might  in  course  of  time 
come  to  be  forgotten.  He  thought,  therefore, 
that  before  the  Council  proceeded  to  the  con- 
sideration of  this  motion  they  should  take  the 
points  he  had  mentioned  into  consideration  ;  and 
it  was  with  that  view  rather  than  with  the  object 
of  opposing  the  resolution  that  he  had  now  spoken 
on  the  subject.  He  would  be  very  glad  to  hear 
what  honorable  gentlemen  had  to  say  on  this 
question.  Ho  found  that  in  the  petition  upon 
which  the  motion  of  his  honorable  friend  was 
founded  there  were  instances  of  the  particular 
kind  of  forgetfulness  of  antecedent  circumstances 
"•fnich  he  regarded  as  being  likely  to  be  so  dan- 
gerous.   The  Chancellor  of  the  University  ap- 


peared to  have  forgotten  circumstances  respecting 
these  reserves ;  and  he  and  the  Senate,  even  at  a 
time  so  near  to  the  date  when  the  original  ar- 
rangement was  made,  had  fallen  into  errors  re- 
specting it.  He  considered  it  quite  possible  that 
in  a  longer  time  those  errors  might  become  so 
serious  as  to  have  the  effect  he  had  pointed  out, 
and  that  the  original  local  purposes  of  the  re- 
serves might  be  forgotten,  and  the  land  absorbed 
into  the  general  property  of  the  New  Zealand 
University. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLM£S  wished  to  say  a  few 
words  with  regard  to  this  motion.  When  the 
reserves  in  Otago  and  Canterbury  were  under  the 
consideration  of  the  Council  this  question  received 
very  great  attention,  and  the  decision  arrived  at 
then  was  that  the  administration  of  the  Uni- 
versity reserves  should  vest  in  the  Waste  Lands 
Boards,  because  that  was  both  the  cheapest  and 
the  most  efficient  plan.  He  thought  no  change 
should  be  made  in  this  case,  any  more  than  in 
the  case  of  the  reserves  made  previously. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  merely 
wished  to  say  with  reference  to  this  motion  that, 
when  last  year  he  moved  for  a  return  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  reserves  for  higher  education,  it  was 
his  intention  to  teke  an  early  opportunity  of 
endeavouring  to  have  the  whole  subject  investi- 
gated, before  any  further  step  was  taken  in  respect 
to  the  management  of  those  reserves.  That 
return  had  only  just  been  presented  to  Parlia- 
ment, and  he  had  had  the  advantage  of  a  con- 
versation on  the  subject  with  the  Secretary  of 
the  Education  Department,  whose  duty  it  was  to 
collect  the  information  upon  which  the  return 
was  founded.  It  had  token  that  gentleman  two 
months  of  incessant  nightwork  to  produce  the 
information  which  had  now  been  furnished.  And 
unless  honorable  members  had  looked  at  the  re- 
turn, he  did  not  think  they  were  prepared  to  hear 
that,  at  a  moderate  estimate,  the  value  of  the 
reserves  at  tlie  present  moment  was  not  less  than 
one  and  a  half  million  sterling.  He  had  long 
been  impressed  with  the  belief  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  colony  to  review  the  mode  and  extent 
of  the  reserves  which  had  been  made,  and  their 
management.  He  would  be  very  unwilling  to  see 
a  measure  brought  in  this  session,  when  they 
hardly  had  a  spare  moment,  dealing  with  a  ques- 
tion of  such  large  magnitude,  affecting  the  wel- 
fare of  the  people  of  New  Zealand  to  so  great 
an  extent,  and  involving  property  of  such  great 
value,  hurriedly  pressed  through  without  con- 
sideration. He  thought  his  honorable  friend 
Mr.  Miller  must  see  that  the  whole  question  was 
one  which  was  far  too  large  to  ask  the  Govern- 
ment to  consider  at  this  time  of  the  year,  and 
that  the  most  they  could  do  was  to  ask  the  Go- 
vernment to  take  the  subject  into  consideration, 
with  the  view  of  proposing  some  general  legisla- 
tion next  session.  For  his  part,  devoting  as  he 
had  done  a  great  deal  of  attention  to  this  matter, 
and  being  anxious  to  have  an  investigation  made 
into  it,  he  should  still  think  it  his  duty  next 
session  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Council  to 
the  necessity  for  looking  at  it  in  a  far  more  com- 
prehensive way,  and  with  a  great  deal  more  at- 
tention than  had  yet  been  devoted  to  it. 
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The  Hon.  Mr.  WATilRHOTJSE  thought  the 
Hon.  Sip  F.  Dillon  Bell  had  shown  conclusively 
that  it  was  not  desirable  to  proceed  with  this 
resolution  in  its  present  form.  There  was  no 
amendment  before  the  Ck>unoil,  and  thej  had  no 
declaration  from  the  Hon.  Mr.  Miller  of  bis  in- 
tention to  amend  the  motion  in  any  way  what- 
erer.  The  Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell  had  clearly 
•hown  that  it  was  not  desirable  to  proceed  with 
this  measure,  at  any  rate  during  the  present  ses- 
sion. Should  that  opinion  be  entertained  by  the 
Oonncil,  it  would  be  necessary  to  amend  the  re- 
solution by  striking  out  the  words  '*  during  the 
present  session."  He  thought  the  other  reasons 
brought  forward  by  his  honorable  friend  were 
sufficient  to  show  that  before  any  action  was 
taken  the  matter  would  have  to  be  siftingly  in- 
quired into ;  and  consequently  it  would  not  be 
desirable  to  tie  the  hands  of  the  Gt>vernment  by 
binding  them  down  to  the  appointment  of  the 
particular  trustees  mentioned  in  this  resolution. 
He  would  therefore  propose  to  his  honorable 
friend  this  further  amendment :  That  all  the 
words  after  the  word  "  University,"  in  the  fourth 
line,  be  struck  out.  The  resolution  would  then 
read  as  follows :  "  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this 
Council,  it  is  desirable  that  the  Government  be 
requested  to  introduce  a  Bill  for  the  purpose  of 
appointing  trustees  for  the  management  of  the 
reserves  mentioned  in  the  petition  of  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  New  Zealand  University."  It  ww, 
he  thought,  quite  clear  that  this  question  must 
be  dealt  with  as  part  of  a  whole,  and  of  a  larger 
Guestion  ;  and  in  dealing  with  this  matter  it  was 
desirable  that  action  should  only  be  taken  after 
the  fullest  information  and  after  the  most  sifting 
inquiry.  They  could  not  tell  exactly  what  might 
be  the  result  of  that  inquiry,  or  in  which  direction 
it  might  indicate  that  legislation  was  requisite. 
Under  such  circumstances  it  appeared  to  him 
that  it  would  not  be  desirable  to  tie  the  hands  of 
the  Government  down  in  any  degree  whatever. 
It  would  be  better  to  indicate  their  desire  in 
favour  of  these  tnatters  being  dealt  with  severally 
as  mentioned  in  the  resolution  ;  and  then,  after  a 
proper  inquiry  had  been  instituted,  they  should 
leave  the  Parliament  to  take  that  action  which 
it  might  deem  to  be  best.  He  would  move  the 
Amendment  which  he  had  indicated. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  thought  the  dis- 
ouBsion  had  shown  very  clearly  that  it  would  be 
injudicious  to  pass  any  resolution  whatever  on 
the  subject  on  the  present  occasion.  The  Hon. 
Dr.  Pollen  had  told  them  that  the  management 
of  these  reserves  was  already  vested  in  the  Waste 
Lands  Boards.  It  might  be  that  that  was  the 
best  mode  of  management,  but,  at  all  events,  if 
they  passed  this  resolution  it  seemed  to  him  that 
they  would  condemn  that  mode  of  management 
at  once.  He  was  not  prepared  to  say  that  that 
would  be  a  judicious  thing  to  do.  When  the 
motion  was  proposed  he  stated  that  there  would 
be  no  objection  to  it  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment, but  made  no  promise  that  a  Bill  would 
be  brought  in  during  the  present  sesnon :  but  at 
that  time  he  was  not  aware  how  these  reserves 
were  being  managed.  It  app>eared  to  him  a  matter 
which  required  consideration  —  a  matter  which 
ffon.  Sir  F,  DiUon  Bell 


probably  required  legislation.  But  he  thought 
now  that  it  would  be  wise  of  his  honorable  friend 
Mr.  Miller  to  vrithdraw  his  motion  for  the  pre- 
sent. He  would  undertake,  on  the  part  of  the 
Government,  that  the  whole  question  should  be 
considered  before  next  session ;  so  that,  if  legis- 
lation were  necessary,  it  might  then  take  place 
upon  the  basis  of  the  Council  having  all  the 
needful  information  before  it  in  order  to  deal 
properly  with  the  subject.  He  saw  no  advantage 
in  passing  the  motion,  because  if  it  were  paased 
now,  and  it  were  found  hereafter  that  it  was  not 
desirable  this  course  should  be  taken,  the  Govern- 
ment would  be  to  that  extent  hampered  in.  pro- 
posing another  course.  He  would  suggest  there- 
fore that  the  honorable  gentleman  should  witii- 
draw  the  motion,  or  he  should  feel  it  his  duty  to 
vote  against  him. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FR  ASER  said  it  had  already 
been  found  that  these  University  reserves  were 
impeding  settlement,  and  he  believed  it  had  been 
the  intention  of  the  late  Government  to  deal 
with  them  in  such  a  manner  as  to  prevent  their 
having  that  effect.  He  would  be  very  sorry  to 
see  them  tied  up  in  the  way  proposed  by  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Miller,  and  the  question  bad  better  be 
deferred  for  another  year. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER,  in  deference  to  what 
appeared  to  be  the  general  wish  of  the  Council, 
asked  leave  to  withdraw  the  motion.  He  thought 
the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen  had  put  the  case  in  rather  too 
strong  a  light  from  his  point  of  view.  By  the 
Act  of  1868  certain  reserves  were  made  for  a 
Colonial  University.  It  was  quite  true,  as  his 
honorable  friend  had  said,  that  by  the  Act  of 
1874  the  proceeds  of  these  reserves  were  appro- 
priated for  the  purposes  of  higher  education. 
Would  it  be  denied  that  the  New  Zealand  Uni- 
versity was  at  present  fulfilling  all  the  functions 
of  that  higher  education  ? 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL.— Yes,  it 
would  be  denied. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  thought  it  was  open 
to  argument,  at  any  rate.  In  the  report  of  the 
Commission  on  Higher  Education,  which  bad  been 
laid  before  Parliament,  a  very  favourable  view 
was  taken  of  the  functions  of  the  New  Zealand 
University,  and  that  view  entirely  agreed  with 
what  was  a  growing  feeling  at  Home  with  regard 
to  the  proper  functions  of  a  University.  It  had 
been  the  fashion  to  find  fault  with  the  New  Zea- 
land University  on  account  of  its  being  merely  an 
examining  body ;  but  the  definition  of  the  term 
"  university "  was  not  now  the  same  as  it  was 
formerly.  Honorable  members  would  find  that 
the  Universities  at  Home  were  now  providing  lec- 
turers in  the  large  towns  of  England,  whose  duty 
it  was  to  offer  information  to  people  not  resident 
in  Universities,  and  to  test  their  standard  of  merit 
by  periodical  examinations.  He  merely  mentioned 
these  things  to  show  that  the  functions  of  the 
New  Zealand  University  were  quite  in  accord  with 
the  accepted  definition  of  the  term  "  university," 
and  the  report  of  the  Royal  Commission  went 
entirely  in  that  direction.  There  seemed  to  be  a 
misapprehension  as  to  whether  the  Government 
shoidd  deal  with  these  reserves.  If  they  could, 
by  all  means  let  this  motion  be  withdrawn,  and 
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lefc  the  Gk>Temm6nt  detl  with  the  matter;  but, 
to  whatever  purpose  the  reserres  were  to  be 
appropriated,  or  to  whomsoeTer  they  were  to  be 
allotted,  it  wae  a  great  pity  that  all  this  land 
should  be  allowed  to  lie  waste  without  any  reTe- 
DUO  being  derired  from  it.  From  the  evidence 
attached  to  the  report  of  the  Bojal  Commis- 
sion it  would  be  found  that  a  distinct  offer 
had  been  made  for  some  of  the  reserres  at  some- 
thing like  9d.  an  acre  for  10,000  acres ;  and 
probablj  more  than  that  would  be  got.  He  had 
no  doubt  a  very  considerable  revenue  could  be 
raised  if  proper  measures  were  adopted,  but  no 
steps  had  hitherto  been  taken  in  that  direction. 
Gk>yemment  after  Government  had  put  off  the 
question,  and  nobody  seemed  to  take  any  trouble 
about  it ;  and  it  was  not  only  natural,  but  almost 
incumbent,  on  the  New  Zealand  University  to 
take  such  steps  as  might  seem  desirable  for  the 
purpose  of  utilizing  these  reserves.  He  would 
ask  leave  to  withdraw  the  motion,  hoping  that 
the  GK)vemment  would  not  rest  contented  with 
a  mere  cursory  examination  of  the  subject,  but 
would  see  what  powers  there  were  to  deal  with 
these  reserves;  and,  if  there  were  powers,  let 
the  trustees  be  appointed. 
Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

AWATERE  SHEARING  RESERVE  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Captain  BAILLIE,  in  moving  the 
motion  standing  in  his  name,  would  make  one  or 
two  remarks  with  reference  to  the  Bill  to  which 
it  referred.  The  other  day  the  Committee  ex- 
amined the  Bill,  and  found  that  certain  require- 
ments as  to  notices  had  not  been  complied  with. 
At  the  second  meeting  of  the  Committee  his 
honorable  friend  the  Attorney- General  wos  pre- 
sent. When  he  proposed  the  honorable  gentle- 
man's name  as  one  of  the  Committee  he  was 
asked  why  he  did  so.  The  result  had  proved 
that  the  appointment  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
to  the  Committee  had  been  a  very  wise  step,  and 
in  this  instance  it  was  very  lucky  that  they  had 
the  advantage  of  his  experience  and  legal  know- 
ledge, for,  as  soon  as  he  took  the  Bill  up  and  ex- 
amined it,  he  said,  "  This  is  a  Bill  which  affects 
lands  of  the  Crown,  and  it  also  involves  a  ques- 
tion as  to  the  appropriation  of  the  proceeds  of 
those  lands  to  a  certain  purpose."  The  Commit- 
tee, after  giving  the  matter  some  consideration, 
arrived  at  the  opinion  that  the  Bill  ought  to  be 
introduced  in  the  other  House. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  *'That 
the  report  of  the  Local  Bills  Committee  upon  the 
Awatere  Shearing  Reserve  Bill  be  considered." — 
{Son.  Certain  BaiUie.) 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  said  the 
point  at  issue  in  this  case  was  rather  a  recon- 
dite one.  The  reserve  in  question  was  originally 
granted  under  the  Public  Reserves  Act  to  the 
Superintendent  of  Marlborough.  By  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Abolition  of  Provinces  Act  the  tenure 
of  the  Superintendent  became  vested  in  the 
Governor;  so  that,  as  the  Attorney- General 
pointed  out,  the  Bill  applied  to  the  proceeds  of  a 
P^posed  sale  of  the  reserve  after  it  had  been 
brought  back  to  the  control  of  the  Crown.  Thus 
It  became  a  question  of  dealing  with  the  rights  of 


the  Crown  and  of  the  public,  and  it  was  therefore 
thought  necessary  by  the  Local  Bills  Committee 
that  the  Bill  should  originate  in  the  House  of 
Representatives.  He  did  not  know  what  his 
honorable  friend  proposed  by  the  terms  of  his 
motion,  that  the  report  should  be  "  considered." 
It  would  be  necessary  to  give  some  definite  ex- 
pression of  the  opinion  of  the  Council,  either  in 
concurrence  with,  or  in  opposition  to,  the  report 
of  the  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Captain  BAILLIE  would  ask  per- 
mission to  amend  the  motion  by  substituting,  for 
the  word  "  considered,"  the  words  "  agreed  to." 

Leave  granted,  and  motion,  as  amended,  agreed 
to. 

LUNATIC  ASYLUMS. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE,  in  moving 
the  motion  standing  in  his  name,  said  it  was 
tabled  in  consequence  of  the  discussion  which 
occurred  the  other  day  in  the  Council  on  the 
subject  of  the  relative  performance  of  their  duties 
by  the  Provincial  and  General  Governments, 
in  administering  the  lunatic  asylums.  He  was 
not  speaking  only  for  the  6k>vernment  to  which 
he  belonged,  but  also  for  that  which  preceded 
it.  He  was  bound  to  vindicate  the  remarks 
he  made  on  the  previous  occasion,  by  having  all 
the  information  that  could  be  obtained  on  the 
subject  placed  before  the  Council.  It  would  then 
be  clearly  seen  that  when  the  General  Govern- 
nient  took  over  these  institutions  from  the  pro- 
vinces it  had  a  very  heavy  task  before  it — not  to 
keep  up  a  certain  standard  of  excellence,  but  to 
remedy  an  immense  amount  of  deficiencies  that 
then  existed  in  these  important  establishments. 
It  would  be  found  that  something  like  two 
hundred  thousand  pounds'  worth  of  education 
buildings  had  to  be  provided  for ;  that  a  sum  of 
£72,000 — a  great  deal  more  than  had  been  spent 
on  all  the  lunatic  asylums  put  together — haid  to 
be  spent  on  the  lunatics  of  the  colony ;  and 
that,  notwithstanding,  at  the  present  moment 
they  were  very  far  from  overtaking  the  arrears 
of  building  accommodation.  It  would  be  found 
that,  whereas  in  but  one  or  two  of  the  provinces 
had  proper  provision  been  mode  for  police,  the 
General  Government  had  within  the  last  two 
years  furnished  proper  police  buildings*,  on  a 
modest  but  sufficient  scale,  to  all  the  districts 
in  New  Zealand.  And  it  would  be  found  that 
even  in  the  gaols  very  considerable  increases 
and  improvements  had  been  made.  There  was 
a  limit  to  the  amount  that  could  be  done  in 
any  one  year  in  the  way  of  building— an  amount 
not  only  limited  by  the  means  of  the  country, 
but  by  the  circumstances  which  must  exist  in  idl 
places  where  such  works  were  carried  out.  Even 
in  Wellington  honorable  gentlemen  could  see 
buildings,  some  of  which  were  constructed  of 
wood,  which  took  years  to  build ;  and  how  was  it 
possible  that  in  lunatic  asylums  in  country  places, 
where  the  first  step  required  was  to  build  cover 
for  the  workmen,  they  could  all  in  a  moment 
produce  the  full  accommodation  that  was  required 
for  a  large  number  of  patients  ?  The  new  asylum 
in  Dunedin  had  now  reached  the  point  at  which 
tenders  were  to  be  invited  for  the  erection  of  ac- 
commodation for  300  persons ;  and  accommoda- 
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tioD  for  74  had  been  provided  already  there.  It 
would  certainly  be  some  time  before  that  building 
was  completed,  but  they  must  wait  that  time.  It 
would  be  absurd  to  run  up  buildings  that  would 
not  be  of  a  permanent  character,  when  they  knew 
that,  far  from  being  able  to  dispense  with  them 
in  a  short  time,  they  would  always  have  to  keep 
on  increasing  the  accommodation.  He  did  not 
wish  to  draw  any  contrast  between  the  work  per- 
formed by  the  Government  to  which  he  belonged 
and  that  done  by  the  preceding  Government ;  but 
this  he  did  say,  that  there  could  be  no  ground 
for  drawing  an  inyidious  comparison  against  tlie 
late  Government ;  and,  when  the  information  he 
had  called  for  was  on  the  table  before  honorable 
gentlemen,  he  scarcely  thought  they  would  urge 
that  upon  this  ground  at  least  there  was  any  accu« 
sation  to  be  levelled  against  the  late  Gt)Ternment. 
There  were  some  things  in  the  government  of  a 
country  that  should  not  take  a  political  character; 
and,  if  there  were  any  branches  of  administration 
in  reference  to  which  Ministers  should  not  tout 
for  popularity,  they  were  just  such  branches 
as  the  care  of  the  sick  and  the  lunatic,  and  the 
management  of  the  police.  Those  were  things 
which  ought  to  be  outside  politics  altogether. 
He  assumed  that  they  were  all,  in  common 
humanity,  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  looking 
after  these  poor  people  who  could  not  look  after 
themselves,  and  therefore  that  every  Government 
would  do  its  utmost,  and  be  limited  only  by  cir- 
cumstances which  must  affect  all  Governments. 
He  could  hardly  imagine  that  any  one  would 
urge  that  a  Minister,  however  much  he  differed 
from  him  in  his  pohtical  views,  would  be  so 
hard-hearted  as  to  entertain  any  other  desire. 
Speaking  for  himself,  he  had  made  it  his  duty 
to  visit  all  the  lunatio  asylums  in  the  colony  but 
one,  and  that  one  he  would  have  visited  if  he 
could  have  spared  the  time :  it  was  the  asjlum  at 
Hokitika.  But  he  had  the  satisfaction  of  know- 
ing that  the  arrangements  at  that  place  were  in 
all  respects  excellent ;  and  the  httle  additions  he 
was  able  to  provide  for  the  accommodation  of 
some  twelve  or  fourteen  lunatics  entirely  met  the 
requirements  of  the  place.  Visiting  these  insti- 
tutions as  he  had  done,  he  had  never  come  from 
any  of  them  without  feeling  very  great  distress  at 
their  crowded  state.  But  that  was  nothing  new. 
It  was  less  than  it  was  when  the  General  Govern- 
ment to<^k  over  these  institutions  three  years  ago, 
and  all  the  increases  that  had  been  made  had 
been  of  a  solid  character.  If  there  were  any 
delay  in  completing  the  accommodation  for  350  or 
400  people  now  being  got  ready,  it  was  because 
it  was  tliought  wiser  to  erect  these  buildings 
in  a  permanent  way,  and  on  a  satisfactory  prin- 
ciple, and  not  to  hurry  them  up  in  a  slip-slop 
manner  merely  for  effect.  He  would  sooner  take 
the  blame  of  being  in  arrears,  if  such  a  blame 
could  justly  be  laid  upon  his  shoulders,  than  do 
what  he  believed  to  be  unwise  in  regard  to  erect- 
ing new  buildings.  He  had  great  pleasure  in 
knowing  thatj  Dr.  Skae,  whose  report  was  before 
the  Council,  was  quite  satisfied  with  the  arrange- 
ments made  for  the  new  buildings.  In  pas:)ing, 
he  might  make  this  remark :  that  just  when  he 
took  office  a  fire  had  occurred  at  the  Auckland 
Hon.  Colonel  WAitmore 


Asylum,  which  deprived  that  portion  of  the 
colony  of  lunatic  accommodaUon,  and  added  to 
the  difficulties  of  the  Government.  Everything 
had  been  done  that  was  possible  to  put  the 
injured  portion  in  repair,  and  to  build  wings — 
wings,  he  might  add,  which  the  males  would 
occupy  as  soon  as  the  whole  building  was  com- 
plete, and  the  females  went  down  from  the  pre* 
sent  temporary  refuge.  The  new  asylum,  he 
might  mention,  was  now  some  twenty  feet  above 
the  ground,  and  was  a  large  building,  built  of 
brick,  and  would  be  very  substantial.  While  he 
deprecated,  as  far  as  was  proper  in  a  matter  in 
which  criticism  was  personal  to  himself,  political 
capital  being  made  out  of  the  management  of 
these  institutions  unless  it  could  be  shown  there 
had  been  disgraceful  neglect,  he  thought  it  would 
be  found  that  there  had  been  no  such  neglect 
since  these  institutions  came  into  the  hands  of 
the  General  Government. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "That 
there  be  laid  upon  the  table  a  return  showing  the 
amount  expended  in  each  year,  and  liabilitiee 
incurred,  in  each  provincial  district  since  the 
passing  of  the  Abolition  Act,  for  gaols,  police, 
education,  and  lunatio  asylums." — (Son.  Colonel 
Whitmore.) 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL,  before  the 
Council  agreed  to  the  resolution,  would  like  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  Hon.  the  Attorney- 
General  to  certain  matters  urgently  required  in 
connection  with  the  lunatic  asylums,  in  order 
that  he  might  lay  the  subject  before  the  Govern- 
ment. He  reciprocated  the  wish  of  the  Hon. 
Colonel  Whitmore  that  a  subject  so  psinful 
should  not  be  made  a  vehicle  for  party  politics, 
or  the  groundwork  for  unnecessary  accusations ; 
and,  if  in  the  previous  discussions  he  erred  in 
that  respect,  he  was  sorry ;  but  he  was  glad  that 
the  hoiiuiable  gentleman  hod  not  on  this  occasion 
accused  Parliament  of  having  refused  to  grant 
necessary  appropriations  for  the  lunatics.  He 
did  not  blame  the  late  Government  or  any  Go- 
vernment particularly  for  failure  in  that  respect, 
because  the  outlay  of  a  considerable  sum  of 
money  was  involved  in  that;  but  there  were 
matters  pointed  out  in  the  report  of  Dr.  Skae 
the  existence  of  which  must  be  a  cause  of  shame 
to  any  civilized  community,  and  ought  not  to 
have  to  be  referred  to  in  any  paper  presented 
to  Parliament.  He  called  the  attention  of  the 
Attorney-General  to  the  following  extracts : — 

"  There  is  almost  a  total  want  of  furniture 
throughout  the  male  department,  and  upwards  of 
fifty  patients  sleep  on  the  floor  for  want  of  bed- 
steads. .  .  At  this  last  inspection  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Superintendent  was  directed  to  the 
fact  that  the  clothing  of  the  patients  was  not 
warm  enough  for  the  time  of  the  year,  as  they 
were  not  supplied  with  flannels.  It  is  obvious 
that,  if  strong  healthy  attendants,  engaged  in 
active  occupations,  find  it  necessary  for  their 
comfort  to  wear  these,  lunatics,  whose  circulation 
is  enfeebled  by  their  disease,  and  who  lounge 
about  in  airing-courts,  must  require  them  still 
more.  It  is  unreasonable  to  suppose  that  the 
absence  of  complunts  on  the  part  of  the  patients. 
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and  of  anj  manifest  indications  of  injury,  such 
as  coldp,  &o.|  is  proof  that  thej  are  siifiering  no 
harm  from  insufficient  clothing.  .  .  .  The 
clothing  of  the  patients  did  not  appear  to  he  suf- 
ficiently warm  for  the  season.  Very  few  of  them 
had  on  flannels,  which  should  certainly  be  sup- 

5 lied  to  them  all,  and  more  especially  to  the  poor 
emented  ones  of  feeble  circulation,  many  of 
whom  take  no  exercise  beyond  a  listless  saunter 
up  and  down  the  yards.  .  .  .  It  ir  absurd  to 
pretend  that  this  place,  in  its  present  condition, 
has  any  claim  to  be  considered  *  an  asylum  ; '  it 
would  be  an  undeserred  compliment  to  call  it 
'  a  prison.'  It  is  not  morally  justifiable  to  con- 
tinue week  after  week  adding  to  the  number  of 
its  inmates." 

But  he  would  read  no  more.  It  was  in  these 
details,  not  in  the  want  of  buildings  to  cost 
£100,000  or  £200,000,  that  the  fault  of  the  Gb- 
yemment  lay.  Why  did  not  the  late  Qoyem- 
ment  give  an  officer  like  Dr.  Skae  power 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE.— Dr.  Skae 
had  plenty  of  power. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  said,  in  that 
case  he  should  make  it  his  business  to  inquire 
into  the  matter.  Such  a  statement  reflected  dis- 
credit on  Dr.  Skae ;  and  he  should  make  it  his 
business  to  tell  him  what  the  late  Colonial 
Secretaij  had  said — that  he  had  ample  power  to 
prevent  these  things.  He  would  ask  Dr.  Skae 
why  he  called  the  attention  of  Parliament  to 
matters,  iirhen  he  had,  according  to  the  late  head 
of  his  department,  ample  power  to  remove  them 
at  once. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOBE  complained 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  had  a  habit  of 
exaggerating.  He  said  Dr.  Skae  ought  to  have 
been  able  to  see  to  these  matters,  and  that  Dr. 
Skae  had  aniple  power  to  bring  matters  under 
his  (Colonel  Whitmore's)  notice.  This  paper,  to 
which  reference  had  been  made,  was  not  written 
for  Parliament,  but  for  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
as  a  guide  for  the  work  of  the  next  year. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  begged  the 
honorable  gentleman's  pardon.  He  had  under- 
stood him  to  say  Dr.  Skae  had  ample  power  to 
remedy  such  dejects. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  had  told  the 
honorable  gentleman  that  Dr.  Skae  had  power  to 
bring  the  matter  under  his  (Colonel  Whitmore's) 
notice. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  begged  par- 
don :  then  he  would  ask  Dr.  Skae  why  it  was  he 
had  not  called  the  attention  of  the  Hon.  Colonel 
Whitmore  to  the  subject.  He  regretted  that  the 
honorable  eentleman  seemed  to  attribute  to  him 
(Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell)  feelings  hostile  to  him.  That 
was  not  the  case,  and  he  thought  it  quite  im- 
proper that  an  honorable  member  who  had  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  Government  to  crying  evils 
should  be  subject  to  such  imputations.  He  alto- 
gether disclaimed  any  such  motives.  He  neither 
had  them  nor  was  he  to  be  accused  of  having 
them ;  but  the  fact  of  this  report  having  been 
presented  to  Parliament  by  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary, and  that  the  Government  had  not  taken  the 
necessary  steps  to  remedy  this  state  of  things, 
though  the  expense  would  have  been  trifling. 


showed  that  they  had  not  fulfilled  one  of  their 
highest  duties. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  hoped  that  the 
Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell  would  not  think  of  speak- 
ing to  Dr.  Skae,  because  it  was  scarcely  expe- 
dient that  members  of  either  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature should  at  all  interfere  with  the  officers  of 
the  Government.  If  he  (Mr.  Reynolds)  were  a 
member  of  the  Government  he  should  inform  Dr. 
Skae  that  he  was  to  pay  no  attention  to  anything 
said  to  him  in  such  a  manner.  The  remark  had 
grieved  him,  because  he  really  thought  that  a 
gentleman  of  so  large  experience  as  Sir  F.  Dillon 
Bell  should  not  have  so  spoken.  There  should  be 
no  interference  between  the  Government  and  its 
officers. 

The  Hon.  Captain  ERASER  saw  nothing  very 
irregular  in  the  proceeding  of  the  Hon.  Sir  F. 
Dillon  Bell.  Only  that  very  day  he  (Captain  Era- 
ser) had  asked  the  Colonial  Secretary  a  question 
about  the  coal  mines,  and  had  been  referred  to 
a  gentleman  from  whom  he  got  all  the  in- 
formation he  required.  He  might  add  that  the 
coal  mines  were  just  now  in  a  very  dangerous 
position,  and  from  day  to  day  the  colony  might 
expect  to  hear  of  another  disaster  similar  to  that 
which  shocked  the  people  a  few  months  ago,  be- 
cause there  were  only  single  shafts.  The  late 
Government  had  drafted  a  Bill  on  the  subject, 
but  he  hoped  the  present  Government  would  not 
bring  it  in.  All  that  was  needed  was  to  amend 
the  Bill  of  1874  by  striking  out  clause  10  and  in- 
troducing clause  12  of  the  Imperial  Act.  But  he 
was  surprued  at  the  remark  of  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Reynolds.  Why  should  information  not  be  ob- 
tained from  Dr.  Skae  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  RE YNOLDS.  —  Let  it  begot 
from  the  Government. 

The  Hon.  Captain  ERASER  was  surprised  at 
the  honorable  gentleman.  In  the  language  of  his 
country,  one  fact  was  worth  a  cartload  of  argu- 
ment. His  fact  was  this :  that  the  lunatic  asy- 
lums were  in  a  disgraceful  state,  and  required 
the  closest  and  most  immediate  attention.  He 
was  sorry  the  Attorney-General  had  not  taken 
the  hint  given  the  other  day  with  regard  to  re- 
lieving the  overcrowded  condition  of  the  Wel- 
lington Asylum. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  said  in  the 
few  remarks  he  had  to  make  he  hoped  the  Hon. 
Colonel  Whitmore  would  not  think  he  was  in- 
fluenced by  any  other  desire  than  that  of  obtain- 
ing information  satisfactory  to  the  Council  and  to 
the  public.  He  noticed  that  the  report  of  Dr. 
Skae  which  had  been  referred  to  was  dated  July, 
1879.  Dr.  Skae  received  his  appointment  in 
1876,  so  that  at  the  time  this  report  was  made 
he  had  been  in  office  for  three  years;  and  he 
(Mr.  Waterhouse)  should  like  to  know  how  it 
was  that  these  circumstances  only  came  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  Government  lately,  and,  if  they 
came  to  their  knowledge  earlier,  why  it  was  that 
they  allowed  things  to  remain  in  this  condition 
until  they  culminated  as  described.  That  was 
information  the  Council  might  reasonably  desire 
to  have.  It  seemed  to  him  in  either  case  there 
must  be  some  one  to  blame. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE,  in  replying 
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on  tbe  debate,  said  tbis  report  of  Dr.  Skae's  was 
a  report  for  the  jear,  and  it  wae  possible,  as  i<i  the 
want  of  clothing,  that,  in  consequence  of  the  luna- 
tic asylum  at  that  particular  place  being  oxer- 
crowded  at  the  time  of  Dr.  Skae's  visit,  there 
might  not  hare  been  full  provision.  He  had  care- 
fully looked  into  the  condition  of  the  asylums, 
though  he  might  not  have  gone  so  far  as  the 
Hon.  Captain  Fraser,  who  might  be  said  to  hare 
a  craze  in  regard  to  lunatics.  This  year's  report 
was  not  the  first  which  drew  attention  to  the 
crowding  of  the  patients.  The  report  of  1878 
also  drew  attention  to  the  fact  of  there  not  being 
enough  accommodation  ;  and  that  accounted  for 
the  greater  expenditure  during  the  following 
year.  As  the  Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell  had  said, 
the  new  matters  he  mentioned  were  inexpensive 
things  to  remedy,  and  they  would  have  been  re- 
medied in  ordinary  course.  But  Mr.  Hume,  of 
whom  the  Hon.  Captain  Fraser  spoke  so  highly, 
did  not  say  that  there  was  anything  short 
when  he  (Colonel  Whitmore)  went  over  the 
building.  With  Professor  Macgregor,  he  com- 
plained that  the  accommodation  was  insuffi- 
cient, but  there  was  nothing  said  of  shortness 
of  clothing  or  want  of  comfort  on  the  part  of 
the  lunatics.  Professor  Macgregor  expressed  the 
opinion  that  it  would  be  better  to  cut  people's 
throats  than  to  shut  them  up  in  such  a  small 
space  as  these  poor  lunatics  were  confined  in. 
But  relief  was  giron  by  remoting  74  patients 
immediately  after  that  visit,  and  a  brick  build- 
ing to  hold  300  was  going  on  as  fast  as  was 
possible.  If  the  honorable  gentlemip  looked  at 
former  reports,  he  would  see  that  it  was  esti- 
mated that  the  accommodation  handed  over  by 
the  provinces  sufficed  for  529  patients,  and,  if 
the  same  scale  were  applied  to  the  increases,  it 
would  be  seen  that  the  General  G-overnment  had 
made  provision  for  about  250  already.  During 
the  last  eighteen  months  the  Gi>vemment  had 
given  accommodation  for  136  more  patients  on 
the  scale  that  Dr.  Skae  thought  was  necessary, 
and  there  would  be  new  accommodation  for  293 
during  1880.  Thus  the  gravamen  of  the  charge 
was  completely  disproved.  The  other  point  was 
a  matter  of  detail,  and,  had  he  been  wiser,  per- 
haps he  should  not  have  considered  it  a  matter 
at  all  necessary  to  come  before  Parliament.  It 
was  the  duty  of  Dr.  Skae  to  call  his  (Colonel 
Whitmore's)  attention  to  such  matters,  while 
Dr.  Skae's  attention  would  have  been  attracted 
to  it  by  local  authorities,  who  would  have  derived 
their  information  from  the  masters.  Perhaps 
Dr.  Skae  visit-ed  the  asylum  at  dead  winter,  and 
noticed  a  shortness ;  and  it  was  hard  to  under- 
stand why  the  deficiency  should  not  have  been 
remedied  at  once,  because  a  telegram  would  have 
been  quite  sufficient,  and  no  voucher  for  such 
things  had  ever  been  refused.  He  would  admit 
the  fact  of  having  but  small  accommodation ;  but, 
for  the  sake  of  the  colony,  he  could  not  admit 
that  these  people  had  been  treated  cruelly.  The 
Hon.  Captain  Fraser  justly  said  there  was  nothing 
unusual  in  members  of  Parliament  speaking  to 
under  secretaries  with  the  permission  of  the 
Minister ;  but  that  was  just  what  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Beynolds  did  not  object  to:  and  he  (Colonel 
Eon,  Colonel  Whitmof 


Whitmore)  might  add  that  members  of  Parlia- 
ment took  up  so  much  of  the  attention  of  under 
secretaries  unknown  to  Ministers  as  to  catne 
much  inconvenience  to  the  departments. 

Motion  agreed  to.  

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  moved.  That 
there  be  laid  upon  the  table  a  return,  showing 
what  amount  oi  accommodation  for  lunatics  ex- 
isted in  the  colonv  on  the  1st  October,  1876,  Ist 
October,  1877,  and  1st  October,  1879  ;  and,  far- 
ther, how  much  additional  accommodation  was  in 
course  of  construction  on  the  latter  date  at  the 
several  asylums,  and  at  the  several  centres  of 
population  in  the  colony. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  thought  he  might 
venture  to  say  it  was  in  consequence  of  some 
little  irritation  under  which  his  honorable  and 
gallant  friend  laboured  a  day  or  two  ago  that 
this  motion  was  placed  upon  the  P^per.  The 
honorable  gentleman  thought  that  something  like 
a  party  attack  had  been  made  upon  him,  and 
proposed,  as  he  (Dr.  Pollen)  understood  him  at 
the  time,  to  vindicate  the  Government  of  whidi 
the  honorable  gentleman  was  a  member  from  the 
charges  that  were  made  against  them.  He  must 
deprecate  entirely  any  party  sentiment  or  feeling 
of  any  kind  or  sort  in  his  dealing  with  this 
matter.  If  there  was  any  feeling  of  party  at  all 
with  the  honorable  and  gallant  gentleman,  Cap- 
tain Fraser,  who  first  moved  in  this  matter,  it 
was  not  one  of  opposition  to  the  lata  Gh>vem- 
ment.  This  question  was  beyond  party.  It 
went  deeper  and  higher  than  the  interest  repre- 
sented by  the  gentlemen  on  the  Ministerial 
benches  or  the  gentlemen  on  the  Opposition 
benches.  It  was  a  question  affecting  the  cha- 
racter of  the  colony.  He  thought  that  all  the 
information  asked  for  would  be  found  already 
given  in  the  reports  which  Dr.  Skae  had  fur- 
nished since  his  arrival  in  the  colony  —  at  any 
rate,  for  all  practical  purposes.  In  1874  he 
(Dr.  Pollen)  was  in  charge  of  this  depart- 
ment, and  he  took  the  trouble  to  visit  nearly 
all  the  lunatic  asylums  in  the  colony  except  that 
which  the  Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore  had  referred 
to — Hokitika ;  and  he  was  so  much  imprened 
with  the  horrible  condition  of  the  lunatics  that 
he  made  it  his  duty  to  insist  that  there  should 
be,  at  the  earliest  possible  moment,  a  responsible 
officer  appointed,  m  whose  oham  all  these  in- 
stitutions should  be  placed.  When  Sir  Julius 
Vogel  went  Home  in  1874  it  was  one  of  the  duties 
he  undertook,  to  obtain  a  competent  person.  In 
February,  1876,  Sir  Julius  reported  that  he  had 
taken  some  action  in  the  matter,  but  that  he  had 
not  succeeded  in  getting  a  suitable  person.  In 
July,  1876,  Dr.  Skae  hMl  accepted  the  position, 
and  had  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his  office ; 
so  it  was  not  until  1877  that  his  first  report 
was  laid  before  Parliament.  In  that  report  be 
showed  that  there  were  783  lunatics  in  the  asyhims 
of  the  colony,  and  that  the  accommodation  for 
them  was,  as  it  is  still,  exceedingly  bad — indeed, 
that  for  only  270  of  these  could  it  be  said  there  was 
any  accommodation  at  all.  On  the  Ist  of  Janu- 
ary, 1877,  there  were  388  males  and  125  females, 
making  a  total  of  613,  for  whom  it  could  not  be 
said  there  was  satisfactory  aooommodation.    In 
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the  next  yeftr's  report,  dated  the  26th  Januarj, 
1878,  it  was  shown  that  464  males  and  1H4 
femides  —  in  all,  682  in  the  several  asylums  — 
were  in  the  same  melancholy  position — that  is 
to  say,  there  were  that  number  for  whom  there 
was  no  satisfactory  accommodation.  The  in- 
creased number,  no  doubt,  was  due  to  the  Auck- 
land Asylum  having  been  burned  during  the 
year.  In  Otago  some  addition  was  made  to  the 
asylum  accommodation,  by  which  the  crowding 
was  decreased.  In  his  report  of  this  year  Dr.  Skae 
stated  that  there  were  389  males  and  190  females, 
making  a  total  of  579  lunatics,  for  whom  tiiere 
did  not  exist  **  proper  "  accommodation — he  had 
omitted  the  word  "satisfactory,"  and  used  the 
word  **  proper."  That  was  to  say,  that  three 
months  a^o  there  were  579  lunatics  in  the  asylums 
of  New  Zealand  for  whom  there  was  no  proper 
accommodation.  Prorision  was  being  made,  as 
his  honorable  and  gallant  friend  had  told  them, 
and  as  Dr.  Skae  reported,  for  additions  to  the 
Auckland  Lunatic  Asylum  and  to  the  Christ> 
church  Asylum,  which  would  afford  additional 
aooommodation  for  157  lunatics.  These  additions 
would  be  completed  in  1880.  The  Auckland 
Asylum  would  be  finished  by  July  in  that  year, 
and  the  Christchuroh  Asylum  by  September. 
Deducting  these  157  lunatics  from  the  579  for 
whom  there  was  not  proper  accommodation, 
there  would  be  822  left ;  and  if  to  that  number 
were  added  the  annual  increase  in  all  asylums — 
put  down  at  80,  or  120  for  the  year  and  a  half 
— there  would  be  at  the  end  of  next  year  442 
lunatics  in  New  Zealand  asylums,  for  whom,  not- 
withstanding the  additional  accommodation  which 
had  been  already  prorided  in  the  Seaolifi^  Asylum, 
and  which  was  being  prorided  in  Auckland  and 
in  Canterburr,  there  would  not  be  proper  accom- 
modation. Dr.  Skae  went  on  to  say  that,  at  the 
rate  at  which  the  increase  was  now  going  on, 
there  would  be  in  July,  1881,  1,125  patients  in 
the  colony,  or  562  in  excess  of  what  there  was 
accommodation  for.  That  was  a  diflSculty  which 
the  6K>Temment  would  hare  to  face,  and  which 
he  hoped  they  would  meet  in  some  shape  or  an- 
other. He  trusted  it  would  be  perfectly  under- 
stood that  in  anything  he  had  said,  or  that  other 
honorable  members  had  said,  they  were  not 
actuated  by  anything  that  could  be  called  party 
feeling,  or  a  desire  to  find  fault  with  anybody. 
He  was  simply  indicating  the  existence  of  this 
cruel  condition  of  afikirs  in  the  hope  that  some- 
thing would  be  done  at  last  to  apply  a  remedy  to 
it.  In  his  report  for  1878  Dr.  Skae  put  down 
the  sum  necessary  for  additional  accommodation 
at  £186,000.  Those  were  very  alarming  figures 
at  that  time,  but  since  then  people  had  learned 
to  view  long  Unes  of  figures  without  much  alarm  ; 
and,  seeing  bow  easily  £50,000  or  £150,000  could 
be  found  fox  other  purposes,  there  was  still  hope 
that  sufficient  pecuniary  provision  could  be  made 
for  the  wants  pointed  out  in  these  reports. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  said  his  honor- 
able friend  had  glanced  at  the  exact  reason  why 
this  report  should  be  before  the  Council.  It  was 
because  it  was  necessary  to  hare  all  these  things 
put  under  one  kind  of  system,  so  as  to  enable  the 
Council  to  understand  what  sort  of  i^ommoda- 
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fion  wa^  really  intended,  and  whioh  Dr.  Skae 
called  in  some  cases  "  proper  accommodation,"  and 
in  otiiers  "  satisfactory  accommodation."  Then 
the  Council  would  be  able  to  see  how  far  the 
Government,  in  the  discbarge  of  its  duties  as  suc- 
cessor to  the  Provincial  Governments,  had  carried 
out  the  functions  it  had  taken  upon  itself.  Dr. 
Skae's  report  said  that  there  were  210  lunatics 
who  had  no  proper  accommodation,  but  who  had 
"accommodation  of  a  sort."  When  the  General 
Government  took  over  the  hospitals  there  was 
little  else  but  "  accommodation  of  a  sort ; " 
and  at  that  time  there  were  254  patients  too 
many  in  the  asylums.  The  late  Government  had 
therefore  slightly  overtaken  the  excess,  and  all 
the  buildings  they  had  supplied  were  of  a  much 
better  kind  than  had  been  previously  provided. 
Considering  that  in  1877  there  was  not  time  to 
do  much ;  that  investigations  had  not  been  carried 
out  sufficiently  to  show  what  was  required  ;  that 
there  had  been  since  then  the  disastrous  fire  in 
the  Auckland  Asylum ;  that  there  were  fewer 
people  now  without  accommodation  than  there 
were  when  these  institutions  were  taken  over 
from  the  provinces ;  and  considering  the  delay 
necessarily  occasioned,  by  the  erection  of  more 
substantial  buildings,  he  thought  it  would  be 
acknowledged  that  tiie  difficulty  was  being  gra- 
dually overcome.  That  was  that  all  coiUd  be 
expected.  He  did  not  think  the  money  that 
would  be  available  in  any  one  year  for  lunatic 
asylums  would  be  sufficient  to  do  more  than 
partly  meet  the  difficulty.  The  additional  accom- 
modation put  up  would,  however,  be  good.  If, 
instead  of  throwing  out  his  Bill,  and  thereby 
continuing  to  crowd  the  asylums  with  habitual 
drunkards,  proper  accommodation  were  found  for 
them  apart  from  actual  lunatics,  who  were  much 
injured  by  contact  with  such  persons,  it  would 
have  been  far  better — there  would  be  more 
room  in  the  asylums,  and  the  inmates  would 
have  a  better  chance  of  recovery.  He  hoped 
these  papers  would  be  supplied,  as  they  would 
show  that  the  late  Government  had  done  their 
duty,  and  that  there  had  been  a  progressive  gain 
upon  the  arrears  handed  over  to  them.  When 
the  very  large  amount  of  building  to  be  done  by 
the  Government  was  considered,  and  the  limited 
supply  of  money  at  its  disposal,  it  must  be 
acknowledged  that  there  was  not  so  much  to 
complain  of  as  some  honorable  members  would 
appear  to  imagine.  The  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment had  not  the  plant  or  the  means  at  its 
disposal  to  carry  out  more  than  a  certain  quantity 
of  building  during  the  year.  It  could,  he 
thought,  be  shown  that  a  very  great  many  more 
police-stations  existed  now  than  when  the  late 
GK>vernment  took  office;  that  schools  had  been 
built  all  over  the  colony,  even  in  the  smallest 
places :  and,  when  all  these  things  were  borne  in 
mind,  he  thought  he  was  justified  in  saving  that 
the  late  Government  took  a  vote  for  all  that  it 
was  able  to  expend  in  this  direction.  He  did  not 
want  to  throw  more  responsibility  on  the  Legisla- 
ture than  he  ought  fairly  to  do ;  but  he  thought, 
in  thi:)  matter  of  lunaiic  asylums,  it  was  not  on  the 
unfortunate  Government  who  had  to  put  the 
matter  before  the  Legislature  in  all  its  nakednesi 
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that  the  blame  sboald  rest,  bat  on  the  ooantrj  in 
the  past.  He  wished  the  report  to  be  laid  before 
Parliament  in  the  baldest  possible  way,  for  he 
should  like  the  country  to  see  how  the  matter 
really  stood.  He  did  not  feel  that  the  smallest 
blame  could  attach  to  him  from  what  appeared  in 
the  report.  The  report  was  not  written  for  pre- 
sentation to  Parliament  in  its  present  form,  but 
for  submission  to  the  Goremment;  and,  if  he 
chose  to  put  it  before  Parliament  as  it  stood,  he 
was  ready  to  allow  the  honorable  gentleman  op- 
posite to  draw  any  conclusion  from  it  he  thought 
proper.  The  honorable  gentleman  might,  if  he 
Uked,  moTo  a  vote  of  censure  on  him  ;  but  that 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  motion,  which  was  for 
the  production  of  what  was  an  historical  record 
of  all  the  accommodation  that  had  been  supplied 
for  lunatics  for  the  period  during  whicn  the 
General  Government  had  had  charge  of  these 
buildings.  That  was  all  he  asked  for,  and  he 
thought  the  Council  should  assent  to  it. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  twenty-fire  minutes 
past  nine  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Tuesday,  ith  November,  1879. 

First  Besdings— Third  Beading— DiTorc«  Conrta— West 
Gout  Public  Works— Patent!  Aot^NattTe  Expendi- 
ture—  Offences  afl^intt  the  Person  Act  — Waimea 
Plains-Waikaia  Railway  —  Maori  Prisoners  —  Cam- 
bridge Coarthoose  —  Lamsden-Mararoa  Railway — 
Piako  Swamp  —  Auckland  OoTemment  Contractor — 
Maori  Prisoners  —  Representation  Bill  —  Impreat 
3)^  Maori  Beprsseatation  Bill— 


Supply  BiU  fNo.  3)  — Mao 
Triennial  Parliaments  BilL 


Mr.  Speaxeb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 
Pbatbbs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Gold  Duty  Abolition  Bill,  Rating  BiU,  Towns 
on  PriTate  Lands  Regulation  Bill,  Otago  Boys' 
and  Girls'  Hif^h  Schook  Bill,  Chinese  Immigration 
Regulation  Bill. 

THIRD  READING. 
Napier  Swamp  Nuisance  Bill. 

DIVORCE  COURTS. 
Mr.  TURNBULL  asked  the  Minister  of  Jus- 
tice, If  the  Gi>Temment  will  take  into  considera- 
tion the  necessity  of  »implifying  and  rendering 
less  expensive  the  procedure  of  the  Divorce 
Courts  of  this  colony,  so  that  it  shall  not  be  neces- 
sary in  all  cases  for  suitors  therein  to  appear 
berore  the  Appeal  Court  ?  He  liad  put  the  ques- 
tion on  the  Paper  because  it  appeared  to  him 
that  the  law  at  present  in  force  upon  this  subject 
was  in  direct  violation  of  the  principles  of  jus- 
tice. Unless  a  person  were  prepared  to  pay  a 
large  sum  in  law  expenses,  there  was  no  possi- 
bility of  obtaining  redress,  because,  after  a  verdict 
was  obtained  in  the  Supreme  Court,  it  then  had 
to  be  referred  to  the  Court  of  Appeal,  making 
the  whole  proceeding  yery  costly.  Hit  desire  was 
JEToM.  Colonel  WkUmore 


to  see  cases  of  this  nature  dealt  with  finally  by 
the  Supreme  Court,  and  he  should  be  glad  to 
hear  that  such  steps  were  contemplated  by  the 
Government. 

Mr.  HALL  said  the  subject  was  no  doubt  a 
very  important  one.  It  would  be  very  carefully 
considered  by  the  Government;  but  it  was  not 
likely  that  they  would  be  able  to  take  any  steps 
with  regard  to  the  matter  during  the  present 
session. 

WEST  COAST  PUBLIC  WORKS. 

Mr.  GISBORNE  asked  the  Premier,  If.  in  the 
account  promised  by  the  Government  to  some 
Auckland  members,  showing  the  expenditure 
upon  the  public  works  in  different  parts  of  the 
colony  in  every  provincial  district  of  New  Zea- 
land, it  is  shown  that  the  west  coast  of  the 
Middle  Island  has  not  received  its  fair  share  (^ 
what  other  districts  have  received,  the  €h>vem- 
ment  will,  as  promised  to  those  Auckland  mem- 
bers in  the  case  of  Auckland,  recommend  to  the 
House  some  way  by  which  the  balance  due  to  the 
west  coast  of  Uie  Middle  Island  shall  be  made 
good? 

Mr.  HALL  could  only  say,  in  this  case,  as  be 
had  already  said  with  regard  to  several  others, 
that  in  the  administration  of  the  public  funds  for 
purposes  of  public  works  it  would  be  the  anxious 
desire  of  the  Government  to  do  justice  to  all 
parts  of  the  colony. 

PATENTS  ACT. 

Mr.  HLTCHISON  asked  the  Government,  If 
they  will  be  prepared  to  bring  in  a  Bill  this 
session  to  amend  *'  The  PatenU  Act,  1870,"  to 
the  extent  of  reducing  the  fees  now  payable  for 
patents  by  one-half  their  present  aiAount,  and, 
further,  of  enacting  that  the  cost  of  advertise- 
ments for  the  same  need  not  exceed  £3  ?  He 
miffht  mention  that  a  number  of  intelligent 
artisans  in  this  city  were  very  much  interested 
in  this  matter,  more  especially  in  mechanical  in- 
ventions for  a  saving  of  time  and  labour  in  the 
ordinary  industries  of  the  country.  Some  of 
these  desired  to  have  their  rights  preserved  hj 
means  of  letters  patent,  but  the  fees,  though 
not  very  large,  were  still  too  large  for  small 
tradesmen  to  pay ;  and,  as  it  was  very  desirable 
that  every  encouragement  should  be  giyen  to 
the  development  of  inventive  talent,  these  fees 
should  be  reduced  as  much  as  possible.  They 
managed  these  things  better  in  America  than  we 
did — there  was  no  other  country  in  which  letters 
patent  could  be  obtained  so  cheaply ;  and,  in  the 
hope  that  encouragement  would  be  given  to  in- 
ventions of  this  sort,  he  trusted  the  Government 
would  give  a  favourable  answer  to  his  question. 

Mr.  HALL  said  that  on  inquiry  he  found  that 
the  fees  payable  to  the  6k>vemment  in  this  coun- 
try were,  as  a  rule,  not  above  those  in  the  other 
colonies.  The  amount  of  fees  paid  to  the  Govern- 
ment was  not  Isrge.  The  first  payment  was  only 
£2  10s. ;  and  other  payments  were  made  in  subse- 
quent years,  if  it  was  found  to  be  worth  the  while 
of  the  inventor  to  maintain  the  patent.  The 
greater  portion  of  the  cost  incurred  in  the  first 
instance  by  the  patentee  was  for  advertising.    He 
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belieyed  it  Would  be  possible  to  reduce  the  cost 
of  sdrertiBiug  bj  abbreviating  the  form  used  for 
that  purpose;  and,  as  tbe  Act  required  amend* 
ment  in  other  respecU,  it  was  probable  that  a  Bill 
would  be  introduced  during  the  present  session. 

NATIVE  EXPENDITURE. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  asked  the  Natiye  Minister,  If 
he  will  lay  before  this  House  a  return — (1)  of 
expenditure  by  the  Natire  Department  from  the 
1st  July,  1869,  to  13th  October,  1877,  under  the 
following  heads :  Natire  officers,  food,  clothing, 
gratuities,  and  contingencies ;  (2)  a  return  of  ex- 
penditure under  the  CiTil  list,  for  Native  pur- 
poses, from  1st  July,  1869,  to  13th  October,  1877? 

Mr.  BRYCE  said  he  hoped  to  be  able  to  lay 
papers  on  the  table  in  a  day  or  two  which  would 
satiufy  the  wishes  of  the  honorable  gentleman. 
If  they  did  not,  he  should  be  happy  to  meet  his 
views  by  supplementing  them. 

OFFENCES  AGAINST  THE  PERSON  ACT. 

Mr.  STETENS  asked  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
Whether  the  Government  will,  during  the  recess, 
consider  the  expediency  of  amending  the  Offences 
a^nst  the  Person  Act,  by  extending  the  pro- 
visions of  section  67  to  cases  coming  under  section 
40  ?  He  asked  the  question  instead  of  putting  on 
the  Paper  a  motion,  which  might  not  come  up,  and 
delay  might  thus  be  caused  in  the  consideration 
of  a  subject  which  he  regarded  as  being  of  great 
importance.  It  seemed  to  him  that  some  more 
stringent  provisions  than  now  existed  were  re- 
quired to  deal  with  persons  who  committed  violent 
assaults  on  helpless  persons — by  men  upon  their 
wives,  and  on  others;  and  he  would  refer  the 
Government — in  the  hope  that  they  would  con- 
sider the  question  during  the  recess — to  the  re- 
marks made  by  the  Resident  Magistrate  at  Wel- 
lington, as  reported  in  the  Wellington  papers  of 
the  25th  of  October.  He  did  not  now  ask  the 
Government  to  express  any  opinion  upon  the 
matter,  nor  did  he  intend  to  express  any  opinion 
upon  it  himself  at  the  present  time ;  but  he 
thought  the  subject  was  worthy  of  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Government,  with  a  view  to  prevent 
the  occurrence  of  such  offences. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  admitted  the  necessity  for 
some  steps  being  taken  in  the  direction  indicated 
by  the  honorable  gentleman,  and  promised  that 
the  Government  would  consider  the  matter 
during  the  recess. 

WAIMEA  PLAINS-WAIKAIA  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  IRELAND  asked  the  Government,  If  it  is 
their  intention  to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  petition 
of  123  residents  of  Waikaia  and  neighbourhood,  in 
reference  to  survey  and  construction  of  a  railway 
from  Waimea  Plains  line  to  Waikaia,  and  towards 
which  a  sura  of  £5,000  vras  appropriated,  but  not 
expended,  in  1878? 

Mr.  OLIVER  said  he  would  be  able  to  give  a 
definite  reply  to  the  question  when  he  brought 
down  the  Public  Works  Statement. 

MAORI  PRISONERS. 
Mr.  TOMOANA  Mked  the  Government,  What 


steps  they  intend  to  take  respecting  the  Maori 
prisoners  now  in  Mount  Cook  Gaol  ? 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  the  Government  had 
the  question  under  consideration,  but  he  was  not 
at  that  moment  in  a  position  to  state  what  course 
they  would  take. 

CAMBRIDGE  COURTHOUSE. 

Mr.  WHITE  asked  the  Government,  If  they 
will  place  a  sufficient  sum  upon  the  estimates  for 
the  erection  of  a  new  Courthouse  at  Cambridge  ? 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  there  was  a  sum  on 
the  draft  estimates  for  the  purpose.  The  subject 
would  be  considered  along  with  other  cases  of  a 
similar  character  before  tbe  estimates  were  sub- 
mitted to  the  House. 

LUMSDEN-MARAROA  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  H.  HIRST  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  When  the  Gt>vernment  will  call  for  ten- 
ders for  the  next  section  of  the  Lumsden-Mara- 
roa  Railway  ? 

Mr.  OLIVER  said  the  next  section  of  the  line 
would  be  tendered  for  about  two  months  hence. 

PIAKO  SWAMP. 

Mr.  REEVES  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
What  was  the  actual  amount  of  money  paid  for 
the  Piako  Swamp  by  the  parties  who  purchased 
the  land  from  the  Government ;  the  capital  value 
of  the  property,  as  estimated  by  the  Valuer  under 
"  The  Land-Tax  Act,  1878  ;"  also  the  amount  for 
which  the  said  property  was  valued  by  the  Valuer 
under  *'  The  Land-Tax  Act,  1878,"  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taxation  under  the  Act  P 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  amount  paid  for 
the  Piako  Swamp  by  the  persons  who  purchased 
from  the  Government  was  £13,152  3s.  9d.  The 
estimated  capital  value  of  the  property,  as  esti- 
mated by  the  Valuer  under  the  Land-Tax  Act, 
was  £200,300.  The  value  under  the  Land-Tax 
Act  for  taxing  purposes  was  £126,180. 

AUCKLAND  GOVERNMENT  CON- 
TRACTOR. 

Mr.  SW ANSON  said  he  had  half  an  hour  pre- 
viously received  a  telegram  stating  that  a  Govern- 
ment contractor  had  made  default.  The  hands 
struck  work,  and  the  result  was,  that  the  con- 
tractor had  sent  them  about  their  business,  and 
taken  on  fresh  hands.  He  would  like  to  know 
what  action  the  Government  would  take  in  a  case 
of  that  kind. 

Mr.  OLIVER  said  the  Government  would  be 
prepared  to  exercise  its  power,  and  use  a  certain 
portion  of  the  money  due  to  the  contractor  to 
pay  the  workmen. 

MAORI  PRISONERS. 
Major  ATKINSON  moved,  That  Mr.  Speaker 
leave  the  chair,  in  order  that  the  House  might 
go  into  Committee  of  Supply.  He  did  so  with 
the  double  object  of  passing  another  Imprest 
Supply  Bill,  which  had  again  become  necessary, 
and  also  of  proposing  a  resolution  which  the 
Controller  desired  should  be  passed.  The  Public 
Account  at  tbe  present  time  appeared  to  stand 
OTerdrawn  by  a  rery  large  amount.    It  was  not 
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80  in  reality,  becaate  the  agents  at  Home  had 
been  directed  to  place,  and  no  doubt  bad  placed, 
money  to  the  credit  of  the  account ;  but,  as  the 
law  stood,  orders  sent  Home  bad  to  be  charged  to 
the  account,  and  that  would  make  it  appear  to  be 
overdrawn  to  the  extent  of  £750,000.  As  Parlia- 
ment was  in  session,  the  Commissioners  of  Audit 
did  not  think  it  would  be  right  to  allow  the 
Public  Works  Account  to  be  further  operated 
upon  without  a  resolution  of  the  House  authoriz- 
ing the  Qovernment  to  do  so. 

Mr.  TOMOANA.— I  desire  to  have  a  dear 
explanation  concerning  the  Maoris  lodged  in  the 
Mount  Cook  Gbol,  because  at  the  close  of  last 
session  a  Bill  was  passed  affecting  them,  which 
provided  that  within  a  month  from  that  date 
they  were  to  be  tried.  Now,  the  time  specified 
in  that  Bill  has  passed,  and  that  is  why  I  ask  the 
6k>Temment  what  they  intend  to  do  with  regard 
to  those  prisoners.  I  am  thinking  to  myself 
whether  they  are  legally  detained  in  that  prison, 
or  whether  they  are  kept  there  by  the  will  of 
certitin  persons.  It  was  stated,  at  the  time  the 
Bill  was  passed,  that  a  month  from  that  date 
these  prisoners  were  to  be  tried.  That  time  has 
expired.  My  idea  is  this :  Now  that  the  Grey 
Government  hare  been  defeated  and  are  out  of 
office,  the  new  Government  should  take  some 
new  steps  concerning  those  prisoners.  I  also 
think  that  now  there  is  a  new  Government  they 
should  administer  the  law  in  connection  with 
the  Maoris.  They  should  not  follow  in  the  steps 
of  the  old  Gi>vei'nment.  If  this  sort  of  thing 
goes  on — if  each  Government  as  it  goes  into  office 
takes  up  and  continues  the  bad  worlcs  of  the  pre- 
ceding Government — there  will  be  nothing  done 
at  all  for  the  good  of  the  Maori.  You  will  never 
be  able  to  administer  Maori  affairs.  No  good 
will  accrue  to  the  li^aori,  as  you  think  only  about 
yourselves.  Something  for  their  good  should  have 
been  done  during  the  time  they  have  been  in 
prison.  In  my  opinion  these  people  should  be 
released.  They  should  be  allowed  to  go  to  their 
own  homes,  and  the  promises  made  to  them  by 
the  Government  should  be  confirmed.  I  do  not 
say  that  only  their  persons  should  be  returned  to 
the  places  they  come  from,  but  their  lands  sliould 
also  be  returned  to  them.  This  is  no  foolish 
idea ;  it  is  an  idea  that  prevails  among  you  as 
well.  I  may  be  ignorant ;  but  I  believe  the 
prisoners  are  detained  illegally.  Those  against 
whom  charges  have  been  proved  have  been  taken 
to  the  other  Island ;  and  why  are  these  left  here? 
"Why  were  they  not  taken  also  to  the  same  place  ? 
That  is  why  I  say  the  htw  has  no  hold  on  those 
people.  They  are  kept  there  now  according  to 
your  own  ideas.  No  member  in  this  House  gave 
notice  of  motion  or  moved  any  resolution  affect- 
ing the  Maoris  and  prolonging  the  trial.  If  those 
prisoners  had  done  anyiliing  which  had  been 
done  in  this  Island  before— had  killed  any  person 
— it  is  quite  clear  you  would  be  doing  right,  and 
we  would  all  join  together  in  keeping  (hem  in 
prison.  In  conclusion,  I  say,  let  tiiose  people 
be  taken  back  to  their  lands,  and  let  them 
also  have  their  lands  which  were  promised  to 
them.  Do  not  return  only  their  persons  to  their 
homes,  but  return  to  them  their  lands,  in  order 
Major  Atkinson 


that  we  may  be  clear  hereafter  in  talking  abont 
them,  and  that  we  can  say  we  have  done  a  good 
thing  to  the  Native  people  of  the  Island. 

Major  TE  WHEOBO  —I  speak  in  support  of 
the  speech  of  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Eastern  Maori  District.  The  House  should  give 
effect  to  what  was  resolved  here  last  session — 
namely,  the  trial  of  those  prisoners  a  month 
after  the  session  was  opened.  That  nxmth  has 
passed,  and  I  consider  that  they  should  now  be 
tried,  so  that  the  House  may  carry  out  what  it 
intended  to  do  when  it  said  they  should  be  tried. 
Then  the  Government  can  arrange  some  line  of 
procedure  afterwards  in  returning  those  Natives 
to  their  homes.  The  Government  can  then  f ulffl 
what  promises  the  previous  Gt)vemment  made, 
and  let  them  be  settled  absolutely.  After  that  is 
done  we  can  then  watch  these  people  and  see  if 
they  do  wrong.  I  do  not  think  the  fault  lies 
solely  with  those  prisoners.  We  are  to  be  blamed 
to  a  great  extent  in  bringing  them  here,  and  also 
on  account  of  the  promises  that  the  Government 
made  to  them  respecting  the  land  not  having 
been  fulfilled.  I  agree  with  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Eastern  Maori  District  that 
they  should  be  released,  but  on  the  understand- 
ing that  they  are  to  be  tried.  We  may  then 
learn  the  grounds  upon  which  they  were  brought 
here.  This  is  the  most  important  thing  occupy- 
ing the  minds  of  the  Maori  members.  I  say, 
Carry  out  the  work  of  this  House  in  trying  those 
prisoners  to  see  if  they  are  in  the  wrong,  and  in- 
quire fully  into  the  arrangements  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  regard  to  those  Natives  and  those  pro- 
mises about  land.  I  said  something  in  a  speedi 
of  mine  the  other  week  about  troubles  arising 
through  the  mismanagement  of  the  Native  Office. 
That  is  why  I  shall  not  have  much  to  say  now. 
That  is  why  I  say  this  question  should  be  fully 
inquired  into,  and  we  may  then  learn  the  grounds 
upon  which  the  prisoners  were  brought  here.  I 
ask  the  Government  not  to  allow  this  question  to 
be  delayed,  but  to  enter  into  it  immediately  and 
take  the  steps  required. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.  — I  do  not  know  that  I 
have  much  to  add  to  what  I  said  before  when 
the  honorable  gentleman  placed  a  question  on 
the  Paper.  The  question  is,  no  doubt,  one  of 
considerable  difficulty— a  difficulty  which  has  not 
been  the  growth  of  a  day,  and  which  cannot  be 
settled  in  a  day.  I  have  no  wish  except  to  give 
such  an  answer  as  the  honorable  gentleman  would 
desire  ;  for  the  Government  are  really  as  anxious 
to  get  this  question  settled  as  he  himself  can 
be.  He  is  quite  right  in  regard  to  the  Act  which 
was  passed ;  and,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  that  Act,  the  ordinary  course  of  law  after  a 
certain  time  must  be  followed.  At  the  present 
time  there  is  no  intention  on  the  part  of  the  Gk>- 
vernment  to  interfere  with  the  ordinary  course  of 
law,  and  it  has  not  been  interfered  with.  Those 
prisoners  are  detained  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
law  until  the  time  of  their  trial.  I  do  not  know 
that  I  can  say  anything  more.  I  am  not  in  a 
position  at  the  present  time  to  state  what  course 
the  Government  may  take.  When  I  am  in  a 
position  to  state  that,  it  will  be  fiilly  notified  to 
the  House. 
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Mr.  SHEEHAN.— I  should  like  to  Bay  a  few 
words  in  regard  to  this  matter,  because  I  think  it 
should  be  cleared  up.  The  Act  of  last  session  did 
not  require  that  the  prisoners  should  be  taken  to 
trial  before  the  expiration  of  a  month.  It  gave  the 
Goremor  certain  powers,  to  be  exercised  within  a 
month  aflt3r  the  House  met  if  he  thought  proper. 
But,  before  that  Act  expired,  counsel  for  the  pri- 
soners asked  for  an  adjournment,  and  it  was  gircn. 
Both  parties  went  before  the  Court;  and  both 
parties  agreed  to  an  adjournment  until  a  few  days 
before  the  end  of  the  year,  when  a  special  sitting 
of  tlie  Supreme  Court  is  to  be  held.  Under  these 
circumstances  the  Maori  members  hare  no  cause 
to  complain,  although  I  belicTe  it  would  be  desir- 
able to  bring  the  prisoners  to  trial  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. I  haye  been  told  that  the  G-OTemment  are 
considering  the  adrisability  of  releasing  the  pri- 
soners without  triaL  I  do  not  believe  it ;  but  I 
think  if  there  is  any  intention  of  this  kind  this 
House  should  know  beforehand.  Even  at  the 
expense  of  offending  my  Maori  friends  in  this 
House,  I  say  this  much :  that  the  simple  releasing 
of  these  people  without  any  trial  would  be  at- 
tended with  serious  consequences,  and  would  lead 
to  a  disturbance  of  the  public  peace.  Let  them 
go  to  trial,  and,  if  not  guilty,  let  them  be  released 
by  a  rerdict  according  to  law.  If  they  are  to  go 
to  trial  I  should  like  to  see  it  come  off  as  soon  as 
possible.  If  these  men  were  released  without  a 
trial  they  would  by  their  return  make  Te  Whiti 
a  great  power  in  the  State,  and  nothing  but  the 
most  disastrous  effects  would  follow.  If  they 
hare  a  good  defence  to  make,  let  them  hare  an 
opportunity  of  making  that  defence,  and,  if  ac- 
quitted, let  them  be  released  by  the  ordinary 
course  of  law,  and  let  justice  be  done.  I  am 
quite  sure  that  my  friends  the  Maori  members  of 
this  House,  if  they  understood  the  position  of 
the  matter,  would  admit  that  they  have  no  cause 
of  complaint  whatever.  I  hope  the  Government 
will  bring  these  prisoners  to  trial  as  soon  as 
possible. 

Mr.  GISBORNE.  —  A  Native  member  has 
asked  the  Government  what  is  going  to  be  done 
with  regard  to  these  prisoners,  and  the  Minister 
of  Lands  answers  that  the  subject  is  under  the 
consideration  of  the  GJovernment.  Then  the 
Native  member  takes  the  opportunity  of  bring- 
ing the  subject  again  before  the  House,  and  a^ks. 
What  are  the  Government  considering?  The 
Minister  of  Lands  again  says  that  they  are  still 
considering  the  subject.  That  left  a  doubt  on 
my  mind  whether  they  were  going  to  interfere 
with  the  ordinary  process  of  law  or  not.  The 
Government  cannot  be  considering  the  mode  of 
dealing  with  these  prisoners  if  they  are  to  be 
brought  to  trial,  because  the  law  will  deal  with 
them.  It  is  not  usual  to  keep  prisoners  ro  long 
before  they  are  brought  to  trial.  As  the  late 
Native  Minister  says,  the  trial  was  postponed  at 
the  request  of  the  Natives  themselves.  Surely 
the  Government  could  have  come  to  some  con- 
clusion, before  this,  whether  they  are  going  to  in- 
terfere with  the  ordinary  process  of  law  or  not. 
If  they  do  not  intend  to  interfere  with  the 
ordinary  process  of  law,  could  they  not  come  to  a 
dednon  how  they  are  going  to  act,  and  itate  why 


they  claim  further  delay  ?  If  they  are  going  to 
leave  the  law  to  take  its  course,  the  Native  mem- 
ber wants  to  know  that  fact :  if  not  guilty,  the 
prisoners  will  be  released;  if  convicted,  it  will 
rest  with  the  Crown  whether  the  sentence  will  be 
remitted  or  enforced.  The  Native  Minister  and 
the  Minister  of  Lands  have  had  time,  during  the 
month  they  have  been  in  office,  to  come  to  a  con- 
clusion whether  or  not  they  are  going  to  inter- 
fere with  the  ordinary  process  of  law  with  respect 
to  these  Native  prisoners. 

Mr.  BBYCE.— I  feel  that  the  House  will  be 
prepared  to  admit  that  this  forms  part  of  a  very 
difficult  question — that  it  is  a  difficulty  of  a  most 
peculiar  kind.  It  is  one  regarding  which  we  have 
had  no  previous  experience  to  guide  us.  Some 
little  allowance  ought  to  be  made  for  a  difficulty 
of  that  kind.  I  am  obliged  to  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames  (Mr.  Sheehan)  for  speak- 
ing in  such  a  frank  way,  and  in  what  I  believe  to 
be  in  the  interest  of  the  country.  The  Minister 
of  Lands  has  been  somewhat  misunderstood  by 
the  honorable  gentleman  who  spoke  last,  as  hii 
answer  to  the  question  was,  that  the  matter 
was  under  the  consideration  of  the  Government, 
and  he  was  not  in  a  position  to  say  at  present 
what  steps  they  would  take  regarding  it.  In  the 
due  course  of  law,  a  certain  delay  had  arisen.  It 
is  possible  the  Gt>vemment  may  make  a  proposal 
to  the  House  on  the  subject,  and  that  is  one  of 
the  matters  which  are  under  the  consideration  of 
the  Government.  If  the  law  is  allowed  to  take 
its  course,  no  doubt  these  people  will  go  to  trial 
before  very  long.  As  stat-ed  by  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames,  the  trial  was  postponed 
at  the  request  of  counsel  for  the  prisoners,  and, 
if  the  trial  is  put  off  to  a  date  beyond  that 
period,  that  will  in  all  probability  be  done  at 
the  request  of  the  counsel  for  the  Natives  them- 
selves. The  honorable  member  for  the  Thames 
stated  that  the  Maori  members  have  had  no 
cause  of  complaint ;  and  I  agree  with  him«  As 
to  our  being  a  month  in  office  without  being 
able  to  arrive  at  any  determination  on  this 
matter,  I  think  that  may  fairly  be  held  excusable, 
seeing  that  during  a  great  part  of  that  time  we 
had  a  motion  of  a  certain  kind  hanging  over  our 
heads.  I  would  remind  the  honorable  gentleman 
that  ho  himself  was  in  the  late  Government,  not 
only  during  the  first  portion  of  this  session,  but 
during  a  considerable  part  of  the  recess,  without 
having  arrived  at  any  positive  determination  on 
this  matter.  How  he  can  taunt  us  now  with 
undue  delay  in  the  matter  is  more  than  I  can 
fairly  understand.  At  any  rate,  I  hope  he  will 
agree  that  it  is  a  matter  of  difficulty,  in  which 
the  greatest  consideration  should  be  shown,  and 
that  the  Government  should  not  be  unduly 
pressed  to  publicly  announce  to  this  House  any 
course  they  intend  to  take  in  the  matter. 

REPRESENTATION  BILL. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — I  beg  to  move,  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  question  of  going  into  Committee  of 
Supply,  That  the  Representation  Bill  be  now 
read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — ^Tou  cannot  move,  as  an 
amendment  to  the  motion  for  going  into  Corn- 
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mittee  of  Supply,  anj  Order  of  the  day  that 
appears  on  the  Order  Paper,  such  as  the  second 
reading  of  the  Representation  Bill. 

Sir  a.  GREY.— I  will  move  it  in  this  form : 
That  this  House,  before  further  considering  the 
granting  of  supplies,  is  desirous  that  the  Bill  pro- 
Tiding  for  the  redistribution  of  seats  be  brought 
up  and  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— -Tliat  would  interfere  with 
the  prescribed  order  of  business,  and  would  not 
be  a  legitimate  amendment  on  the  motion  for 
going  into  Committee  of  Supply.  If  I  allowed 
such  a  motion,  every  honorable  member  might 
endeavour  to  bring  up  his  own  particular  busi- 
ness in  the  same  way  on  every  occasion  of  the 
motion  for  going  into  Committee  of  Supply. 

Sir  a.  GREY.— I  would  say  that  this  is  a 
ffrieTanoe.  It  is  a  proper  question  to  bring  be- 
fore the  House  previous  to  going  into  Committee 
of  Supply.  I  will  put  it  in  this  way  :  That  this 
House,  before  further  considering  the  granting 
of  supplies,  is  desirous  that  the  Representation 
Bill,  which  provides  for  the  redistribution  of 
seats,  should  receive  the  consideration  of  this 
House. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— It  seems  to  me  that  that  is 
a  direct  interference  with  the  prescribed  business 
of  the  House.  The  business  oa  the  Order  Paper 
cannot  be  interfered  with  or  anticipated  on  a 
motion  for  going  into  Committee  of  Supply. 

Sir  G.  GREY.—The  Representation  Bill  has 
been  put  by  the  Government  so  far  down  on  the 
Paper  that  it  cannot  be  considered  to-day.  That 
is  quite  certain.  Then,  we  are  not  allowed  to 
bring  up  a  pressing  grievance  under  wliich  the 
country  labours  because  the  Bill  is  put  on  the 
Paper  in  that  way.  It  is  quite  clear  that  it 
cannot  come  up  to-day,  and  it  is  clear  that  it  is 
intended  to  shelve  it  by  putting  it  so  low  down 
on  the  Paper.  It  is  clearly  our  right  to  consider 
this  grievance  before  going  into  Supply,  otherwise 
the  House  may  be  put  in  the  position  that  it  will 
refuse  supplies. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  —  We  cannot  call  up  this 
Order,  as  the  House  has  appointed  another  time 
for  its  consideration,  and  it  is  my  duty  not  to 
allow  Orders  of  the  day  or  motions  of  which 
notice  has  been  given  to  be  anticipated  in  the 
manner  proposed.  It  will  come  up  in  its  proper 
course,  when  the  House  can  dispose  of  it  in  some 
way  or  other. 

Mr.  GISBORNE.— Would  it  be  competent  to 
postpone  supplies  until  the  Representation  Bill 
has  been  considered  ? 

Mr.  HALL. — Speaking  to  the  point  of  order,  I 
submit  that,  by  our  Standing  Orders  and  the 
custom  of  this  House,  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
Government  to  arrange  their  business  in  the 
manner  they  think  most  conducive  to  public  ad- 
vantage. If  the  Government  hare  failed  in  the 
discharge  of  that  duty,  and  have  forfeited  the 
confidence  of  the  House,  then  the  proper  course 
is  to  bring  forward  a  motion  affirming  that  such 
is  the  case.  If  the  House  disapproves  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  Government  are  deaUng 
with  this  question  of  electoral  reform,  let  the 
honorable  gentleman  propose,  and  carry,  if  he 
can^  a  motion  to  that  effect.  We  are  respon- 
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sible  for  the  order  in  which  these  Bills  are  put 
down  for  consideration.  I  trust,  Sir,  the  honor- 
able gentleman  will  submit  to  your  ruling  on  the 
point  of  order,  that  this  is  a  matter  which  cannofe 
be  interfered  with.  The  duty  of  arranging  the 
business  is  left  with  the  Government,  and  cannot 
be  taken  from  them  unless  the  Standing  Orders 
are  suspended. 

Mr.  KELLY. — Would  it  not  be  competent  for 
the  honorable  gentleman  to  move  that  the  Orders 
of  the  day  be  postponed  in  order  to  take  up 
Order  No.  14— the  Representation  Bill?  This 
course  has  been  adopted  before. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  Government,  being  in 
charge  of  all  the  Orders  of  the  day  prior  to  Order 
of  the  Day  No.  14,  "  Representation  Bill — second 
reading,"  would  be  at  liberty  to  move  the  post- 
ponement of  the  previous  Orders.  But  the  post- 
ponement of  the  business  that  took  place  to-day, 
took  place  by  consent  of  the  House. 

Mr.  KELLY— Of  course. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — I  will  put  the  motion  in  this 
way — it  is  so  worded  now  that  it  will  fall  in  with 
the  Orders  of  the  House :  That  this  House, 
before  proceeding  with  the  question  of  granting 
supplies,  desires  to  discuss  the  question  of  repre- 
sentation and  consider  the  views  of  the  Govern- 
ment thereon. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— That  is  the  same  thing  in 
other  words. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— Sir,  although  we  are  called 
upon  to  accede  to  yotir  ruling,  1  must  say  that 
I  have  on  many  other  occasions  moved  similar 
resolutions,  and  they  have  been  received  by  the 
Speaker.  We  are  bound  to  obey  your  ruling. 
The  doctrine  always  has  been — Grievances  first, 
and  supplies  afterwards.  At  the  present  time  we 
have  had  no  certain  sound  from  the  Government 
on  the  question  of  redistribution.  It  is  an  im- 
portant question,  and  one  which  more  than  any 
other  will  disturb  the  House.  We  have  had  no 
declaration  from  the  Government  on  the  subject, 
and  we  do  not  know  what  their  views  are  re- 
specting it.  As  you  rule  that  we  cannot  inter- 
fere with  the  order  of  business  on  the  Paper,  of 
couree  the  matter  stops  there,  so  far  as  the  amend- 
ment goes.  It  appears  to  me  that  we  are  en- 
titled to  have  an  expression  of  opinion  from  the 
Government,  before  supplies  are  granted  to  them, 
whether  they  intend  to  bring  forward  a  Bill  for 
the  redistribution  of  scats,  and  whether  that  Bill 
will  not  follow  the  proposals  contained  in  the 
measure  which  was  introduced  by  the  lato  Pre- 
mier. This  Bill  is  not  the  measure  of  the 
present  Government,  and  it  ought,  as  a  matter 
of  right,  to  have  been  struck  out  of  the  Order 
Paper.  At  the  same  time,  it  is  important  that 
this  House  should  know  whether  the  Government 
intend  to  call  up  that  Bill — whether  they  in- 
tend to  take  up  the  Bill  in  its  whole  details,  and  in 
what  respect  they  intend  to  alter  it.  To  my  mind 
it  is  part  and  parcel  of  the  Bills  which  are  now 
upon  the  Paper  to  come  on  for  discussion  to-day. 
In  connection  with  the  Qualification  of  Electors 
Bill,  the  Regulation  of  Elections  Bill,  and  the 
Maori  Representation  Bill,  I  think  this  House 
has  a  right  to  know  from  Ministers  what  provi- 
sion they  intend  to  make  with  regard  to  the  redis- 
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tribation  of  leats.  It  is  pftrt  and  parcel  of  these 
measures,  and  I  contend  that  we  onght  to  be 
able  to  read  the  Bills  now  being  discussed  bj  the 
light  which  this  Representation  Bill  would  throw 
upon  them.  We  ought,  therefore,  to  have  some 
explanation  from  the  Gorernment  on  the  subject. 
I  should  be  rerj  sorrj  indeed  to  see  supplies 
refused  ;  but  I  really  think  that  the  G-OTcrnment 
ought  to  take  the  House  into  their  confidence,  and 
saj  plainly  whether  thej  mean  to  pass  this  Repre- 
sentation Bill  this  session  or  not.  If  thej  do 
intend  to  proceed  with  it,  in  what  respect  do  they 
propose  to  alter  the  law  ?  I  cannot  oonceire  for 
one  moment  that,  if  they  intend  to  bring  this  Bill 
forward,  they  hare  not  settled  all  its  important 
points  before  now;  and  naturally  the  House  is 
entitled  to  hare  some  explanation  from  the  Go- 
remment  as  to  its  intentions  with  regard  to  the 
Representation  Bill. 

If  r.  HALL. — Sir,  if  the  honorable  gentleman 
had  been  good  enough  to  remember  the  State- 
ment I  made  when  I  first  came  upon  these 
benches,  he  would  hare  known  the  manner  in 
which  the  GoTernment  proposed  to  deal  with  this 
measure  introduced  by  the  honorable  member  for 
the  Thames.  My  honorable  friend  has  forgotten 
what  I  said.  This  is  a  subject  of  much  import- 
ance. We  said  that  the  first  thing  to  be  done 
was  to  deal  with  the  questions  of  the  qualifica- 
tion of  electors,  registration,  regulation  of  elections, 
and  all  machinery  of  that  kind;  and  that  sub- 
sequently would  come  the  redistribution  of  seats. 
It  will  depend  upon  the  progress  made  with  Bills 
already  introduced  whether  we  are  able  to  deal 
with  that  question  during  the  present  session. 
That  is  what  we  hare  told  the  House  all  along. 
We  are  as  anxious  as  the  honorable  gentleman  to 
see  Ihis  Bill  passed;  but  whether  the  business 
that  must  be  got  through  can  be  done  in  time 
to  enable  us  to  deal  with  the  redistribution  of 
representation,  is  a  question  to  which  it  is  im- 
possible for  the  Government  or  anybody  else  at 
present  to  giro  a  distinct  answer. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.— Sir,  I  am  very  sorry  to 
hear  this  from  the  Hon.  the  Premier,  because 
this  was  made  one  of  the  charges  against  the  late 
GoTemment — namely,  that  this  was  one  of  the 
measures  which  they  shirked ;  and  the  Opposi- 
tion were  so  anxious,  at  one  time,  to  have  this 
Bill  brought  on  that  they  set  Captain  Morris 
and  the  then  honorable  member  for  Coleridge  to 
work  to  bring  it  on,  and  so  test  the  feeling  of  the 
late  Government  in  the  matter.  I  hold  that  all 
these  other  measures  would  be  totally  useless 
unless  crowned  by  a  redistribution  of  seats.  If 
we  are  unfairly  represented  now,  I  cannot  see 
why  we  should  continue  to  be  so  any  longer.  I 
do  not  see  why  we  are  now  going  on  increasing 
the  power  of  electors  and  reducing  the  time  of 
Parliaments,  and  passing  other  most  important 
measures,  without  giving  effect  to  a  measure  by 
which  all  parls  of  the  colony  will  be  properly 
represented.  I  feel  so  strongly  on  this  matter 
that  I  am  sure  I  am  speaking  the  mind  of  other 
honorable  members  of  this  House  when  I  say 
that  they  are  determined  this  Bill  shall  be 
brought  on  and  settled  this  session.  I  should 
be  sorry  to  take  any  course,  as  an  individual,  in 


opposing  any  supplies  or  estimates,  but  I  feel  so 
strongly  upon  this  subject,  that  it  should  be 
dealt  with  this  session,  that,  even  should  it  come 
to  such  a  state  of  things,  we  shall  be  driven  to 
adopt  a  course  of  that  nature.  I  trust  the 
Government  will  consider  this  question.  Thev 
must  have  considered  it,  and  must  have  it  all 
at  their  fingers* -ends.  If  the  Bill  was  already 
in  existence  at  the  time  to  which  I  hare  referred, 
then  all  I  can  say  is,  that  it  must  take  a  very 
long  time  to  mature  if  the  Government  are  not 
now  prepared  to  proceed  with  it.  A  very  few 
clauses  will  sufllce  to  make  the  Bill  workable.  I 
trust  the  Premier  will  see  his  way  to  have  this 
Bill  brought  on. 

Mr.  MOSS. — I  should  like  to  point  out  one  veir 
important  question  connected  with  the  redistri- 
bution of  seats.  I  mean  in  its  relation  to  the 
Qualification  of  Electors  Bill.  That  Bill  pro- 
poses to  give  a  special  representation  to  property, 
and  to  give  as  many  votes  to  every  person  as 
he  may  own  sections  of  the  value  of  £25  in  dif- 
ferent districts.  Now,  Sir,  at  the  present  mo* 
ment  a  provision  of  that  kind  is  actually  in  force, 
and  gives  to  the  centres  of  population  a  large 
voice  in  the  control  of  rural  elections.  It  equa- 
lizes, in  this  way,  to  a  certain  extent  the  ill 
proportions  that  now  exist  in  the  representation. 
Well,  Sir,  if  the  Representation  Bill  is  not  to 
be  bfl^ed  on  population,  many  of  us  would  hesi- 
tate before  we  abandoned  that  right  of  going  int-o 
the  country  districts  and  getting  town  people  re- 
presented there.  Therefore,  Sir,  the  consideration 
of  the  Representation  Bill  will,  I  think,  be  closely 
connected  with  the  QuaUfication  of  Electors  Bill. 
I  hope  that  I  have  made  clearly  understood  what 
I  mean.  I  consider  that  the  giving  of  so  many 
votes  to  one  person  is  at  present,  to  a  certain 
extent,*  equalizing  the  disproportions  in  the  repre- 
sentation ;  but,  unless  the  new  Representation 
Bill  be  based  on  population,  that  equalization  can- 
not take  place  if  we  throw  out  the  property  quali- 
fication and  plurality  of  votes  connected  with  it 
in  the  Qualification  of  Electors  Act.  Besides,  I 
do  not  think  Ministers  need  be  under  any  diffi- 
culty in  this  question  of  redistribution,  because 
there  was  a  Bill  introduced  by  an  honorable 
gentleman  who  is  now  a  member  of  the  Gt>vem- 
ment  (Mr.  Whi taker),  called  the  Parliamentary 
Representation  Bill,  in  which  the  views  of  that 
gentleman  were  clearly  laid  down,  and  will  be 
found  from  sections  11  to  14.  I  would  like  the 
Government  to  look  at  that  Bill,  if  they  have 
not  seen  it  before.  They  will  see  that  popula- 
tion was  to  be  the  basis  of  representation.  There 
was  a  unity  of  principle  running  through  that 
Bill  which  I  am  afraid  we  shall  not  find  in  the 
Bills  that  have  now  been  brought  down  piece- 
meal by  the  Government.  I  would  respectfully 
add,  with  reference  to  your  ruling,  Sir— without 
for  one  moment  offering  a  remark  against  its  pro- 
priety— that  the  effect  of  it  is  to  place  members 
in  a  very  awkward  position.  We  are  told  that, 
on  motions  for  going  into  Committee  of  Supply, 
honorable  members  nave  an  opportunity  of  bring- 
ing forward  grievances.  Here  we  have  a  griev- 
ance affecting  the  public  interests  very  nearly, 
and  we  find  ourcelves  in  a  mesh  of  Standing 
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Orders,  in  a  mesh  of  regulations,  from  which 
we  cannot  escape.  The  Hon.  the  Premier  shows 
us  a  way  out  of  it.  He  invites  us  to  bring  down 
a  motion  of  want  of  confidence.  We  hare  had 
enough  experience  of  that.  If  we  brought  down 
a  motion  of  want  of  confidence,  that  motion 
might  be  put  in  anj  part  of  the  Paper  the 
GK)Ternment  pleased.  I  do  not  think  we  shall 
ever  see  in  this  Parliament  again  a  vote  of 
want  of  confidence  openly  and  straiglitforwardly 
proposed.  We  have  seen  by  experience  tliat  it 
would  be  a  most  useless  thing  to  attempt, 
because,  if  we  bring  it  on,  it  will  be  postponed 
as  long  as  the  Government  like  to  postpone  it. 
Such  a  motion,  openly  and  straightforwardly 
proposed,  will  not  be  again  seen  until  the  memo- 
ries of  this  session  are  entirely  obliterated.  I 
do  not  know  whether  I  am  in  order  in  doing  so, 
but  I  ask  whether  you,  Sir,  cannot  point  out 
tome  way  by  which  a  grievance  can  be  redressed 
without  infringing  these  rules  and  Standing 
Orders. 

Mr.  SPSAKEB.  — Any  amendment  can  be 
brought  on  to  the  question  that  I  do  now  leare 
the  chair. 

Mr.  GEORGE.— Sir,  I  hope  the  Goremment 
will  find  some  method  of  bringing  on  this  Bill  at 
once.  It  is  one  of  the  most  serious  measures  as 
regards  the  North  Island  at  the  present  time. 
The  North  Island  is  now  in  a  large  minority  as 
regards  representation.  Whilst  only  thirty-seven 
members  come  from  that  part  of  the  country,  the 
South  sends  fifty-one  members  to  this  House.  If 
this  Representation  Bill  were  brought  forward 
and  passed,  I  believe  the  North  would  then  be 
more  fairly  represented  than  it  is  at  the  present 
time.  The  Hon.  the  Premier  has  referred  the 
Hbuse  to  a  Ministerial  Statement  which  he  made. 
I  will  read  a  portion  of  that  Statement. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  member  can- 
not read  any  portion  of  a  speech,  made  in  this 
session,  from  a  printed  book. 

Mr.  GEORGE.— The  Hon.  the  Premier,  in  his 
Statement,  said  that  the  electoral  measures  would 
be  brought  on  at  once-^that  they  would  not  waste 
any  time,  but  that  these  electoral  measures  would 
be  brought  on  and  proceeded  with  without  any 
interruption. 

Mr.  HALL. — So  they  hare  been. 

Mr.  GEORGE.— This  Representation  Bill  is 
the  greatest  measure  of  all ;  and  until  this  mea- 
sure is  brought  forward  I  say  we  cannot  consider 
the  other  measures  before  the  House.  I  think  it 
is  the  duty  of  the  House  to  insist  that  this  BUI 
be  read  a  second  time  before  any  further  progress 
is  made  with  the  other  Bills  at  present  before  it. 

Mr.  MURRAY. — Generally  speaking,  a  great 
deal  of  latitude  is  allowed  on  motions  for  going 
into  Committee  of  Supply.  I  trust  that,  instead 
of  wasting  days  in  useless  discussions,  the  House 
will  proceed  with  the  practical  measures  beforcL  it, 
and  allow  supply  to  be  granted  now.  I  trust 
those  honorable  gentlemen  will  show  their  ut- 
most desire  to  pass  these  Bills  into  law,  and  not 
waste  lime  by  factious  opposition. 

Mr.  DE  LAUroaR.-Sir,  the  Premier  has 
thrown  upon  the  House  the  responsibility  of  this 
measure,  inasmuch  as  he  says  it  will  depend  on 
Mr,  Most 


the  rate  of  progress  of  other  Bills  whether  we 
haye  this  Bill  or  not.  Now,  I,  for  one,  being  a 
member  of  the  Opposition,  would  like  to  purge 
myself  of  that  responsibility,  and  would  like  to 
have  an  opportunity  of  recording  my  Tote  for  a 
resolution  to  the  effect  that  we  are  prepared 
during  the  present  session  to  consider  such  a  Bill. 
You  will  observe  that,  if  the  Government  put 
on  Supply  on  the  same  days  as  the  Representa- 
tion Bill,  the  Bill  can  be  put  whererer  tlie  Go- 
yemment  choose  to  put  it.  Should  I  be  in  order 
in  moving,  "  That  this  House  is  determined  to  do 
all  in  its  power  to  secure  the  passing  of  a  Bill 
during  the  present  session  for  a  redi«>tribution  of 
seats'^?  That  would  not  take  the  Bill  out  of  its 
order  at  all.  The  Premier  has  told  the  House 
that,  so  far  as  the  Government  is  concerned,  the 
Government  is  anxious  to  pass  this  Bill,  but  that 
it  will  depend  on  what  the  House  does.  Now,  Sir, 
I  wish  to  afllrm  that,  whatever  else  the  House 
does,  it  is  prepared  during  the  present  session 
to  pass  this  Bill  in  its  due  course,  without  taking 
it  out  of  its  place.  Can  I  move  an  amendment 
affirming  that  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— If  the  amendment  refers  to 
a  Bill  already  on  the  Order  Paper,  then  it  will 
not  be  in  order. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR.— It  does  not  necessarily 
apply  to  the  Bill  on  the  Order  Paper.     I  migu 

Sve  notice  for  leave  to  introduce  Representation 
ill  No.  2  or  No.  8.  The  same  thing  has  oe- 
curred  before,  when  we  have  had  one  or  two  Bills 
before  us  dealing  with  the  franchise  in  a  different 
way.  The  Bill  now  on  the  Order  Paper,  which 
has  been  discussed,  deals  with  redistribution  of 
seats  in  a  certain  specific  way,  providing  by  a 
mathematical  formuhi  how  seats  shall  be  redis- 
tributed, and  by  a  non-political  Board. «  Any 
honorable  member  might,  to-morrow,  with  to  in- 
troduce a  Bill  dealing  with  redistribution  on  the 
basis  of  population,  but  eliminating  the  features 
of  a  non- political  Board  and  a  matnemaiical  for- 
mula. I  do  not  approach  the  Bill  in  my  reso- 
lution. I  merely  affirm  that  this  House  is  deter- 
mined to  do  all  in  its  power  to  secure  the  passing 
of  a  Bill  during  the  present  session  to  provide  for 
a  redistribution  of  seats. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— If  the  honorable  gentleman 
assures  me  that  it  does  not  refer  to  the  Bill 
already  on  the  Order  Paper,  I  will  submit  it  to 
the  vote. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR.— It  does  not,  Sir;  for  I 
do  not  care  what  Bill  passes,  so  long  as  a  measure 
is  introduced  to  secure  a  redistribution  of  seats. 

Mr.  HALL. — I  have  no  objection  to  the  hooo^ 
able  gentleman's  amendment. 

Mr.  GISBOBNE.— That  one  observation  seems 
to  reveal  the  belief  that  the  honorable  gentleman 
thinks  the  Representation  Bill  of  muoh  lesa  con- 
sequence than  the  Registration  of  Electors  BiU 
and  the  Corrupt  Practices  Bill.  I  say  that  the 
country  looks  upon  the  Representation  Bill  as  the 
Bill  of  most  importance.  All  the  rest  are  leather 
and  prunella  compared  with  this  Bill.  Is  the 
country  to  go  on  witnessing  the  anomsly  of  a 
few  hundred  men  having  two  or  three  representa- 
tives in  this  House,  while  tens  of  thousands  in 
other  districts  have  only  the  same  number?    I 
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nj  the  whole  thing  is  preposterous.  We  can 
easily  postpone  the  Kegistration  of  Electors  Bill 
and  the  Corrupt  Practices  Bill ;  hut,  as  a  House, 
we  should  insist  that  this  session  there  shall  be 
some  Bill  passed  for  a  readjustment  of  seats,  so 
as  to  secure  an  organic  change  in  the  system 
of  representation,  and  gire  it  just  effect.  And 
this  is  the  Bill  of  which  the  honorable  gentleman 
speaks  so  lightlj.  He  says,  "  Pass  the  other  Bills, 
and  then  we  will  bring  on  the  Representation 
Bill."  I  say  that  is  a  course  the  House  will  not 
agree  to.  We  do  not  want  any  half-hearted  mea- 
sures—we want  a  thorough  Representation  Bill. 

Mr.  BBAKDON. — Does  the  honorable  member 
desire  another  genera)  election  ?  I  should  think 
that  most  of  us  had  had  enough  of  electioneering 
for  a  time. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  must  confess  that  I  am 
exceedingly  disappointed  at  the  utterances  of  the 
Goremment  upon  this  subject.  After  the  loud 
talk  we  haye  heard  from  them  about  carrying 
through  all  the  electoral  Bills,  it  is  singular  that 
they  should  shirk  this,  the  most  important  of 
them  all.  If  they  will  not  introduce  the  Repre- 
sentation Bill,  some  of  us  will  have  to  try  if  we 
cannot  get  justice  done  for  our  respectire  districts. 
I  and  my  colleague  could  not  face  our  constituents 
again  without  attempting  to  get  something  like 
fair  representation  for  them.  This  Bill  lies  at  the 
root  01  the  whole  representation  of  the  country. 
I  must  say  that  from  the  first  I  saw  that  there 
was  some  probability  of  the  Premier  fighting  shy 
of  this  subject.  He  said  he  did  not  quite  see 
that  population  should  be  the  basis  of  representa- 
tion. He  said  he  wanted  something  else.  Whether 
he  wanted  sheep,  or  something  in  the  nature  of 
the  cockatoo  principle,  I  do  not  know,  but  popu- 
lation did  not  suit  him.  I  do  not  say  that  popu- 
lation pure  and  simple  should  bo  the  sole  basis ; 
but  it  is  Tcry  near  it.  But  what  I  wanted  to  say, 
and  to  seek  to  impress  upon  the  House,  is  that 
manhood  suffrage,  without  a  readjustment  of  re- 
presentation, wul  be  a*  delusion  and  a  snare.  An 
adjustment  of  representation  lies  at  the  root  of 
electoral  reform,  and  the  Gk>Ternment  must  be 
prepared  at  once  to  grapple  with  the  subject. 

Mr.  J.  C.  BROWN.— The  few  words  extorted 
from  the  Premier  are  the  most  refreshing  we  have 
listened  to  this  session.  It  was  gratifying  to  us 
to  think  that  we  were  at  lost  settling  down  to 
electoral  reform,  and  that  the  grand  link  in  the 
chain,  the  Representation  Bill,  would  be  passed 
without  delay.  We  hare  arrived  at  the  time 
when  it  should  be  passed,  and  I  am  glad  to  find 
that  there  is  some  prospect  of  the  House  insisting 
that  it  shall  pass. 

Sir  G-.  GREY. — I  am  quite  sure  that  I  under- 
stood the  Premier  to  promise  that  he  would  bring 
in  a  Representation  Bill. 

Mr.  HALL. — I  think  I  explained  the  matter 
Tcry  clearly. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— I  understood  the  honorable 
gentleman  to  say  that  he  accepted  the  amend- 
ment. Clearly  that  is  a  promise  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
this  session.  Undoubtedly  that  can  be  done, 
and  we  ought  to  understand  that  before  we  pro- 
ceed to  the  Tote.    This  is  the  most  important  Bill 

YOL.  xmiL-io. 


I  of  the  electoral  series ;  and  I  would  like  to  know 
1  this :  There  are  four  gentlemen  from  the  Pro- 
I  vince  of  Auckland  who  stated  to  us,  in  a  most 
distinct  manner,  that  the  honorable  gentlemen 
had  agreed  to  vote  with  the  Government  on  con- 
j  dition  that  all  the  electoral  Bills  were  passed  this 
•  session.  I  put  it  to  those  honorable  gentlemen 
I  whether  this  is  one  of  those  Bills.  The  nonorable 
I  member  for  Newton,  I  am  sure,  will  say  at  once 
I  that  it  is.  If  the  honorable  gentleman  will  not 
'  reply,  I  must  suppose  that  it  is  not  one. 

Mr.  SW ANSON.  — In  any  alteration  that  it 
I  made  in  that  direction,  let  it  take  whatever  shape 
it  may,  I  apprehend  that  Newton  will  not  lose  a 
member. 

Sir  G.  GREY.  —That  is  no  reply.  It  is  a  reply 
that  will  be  given  by  many  members.  They  look 
I  at  their  constituencies  instead  of  looking  at  the 
welfare  of  the  country.  I  am  positive  that  the 
country  will  not  feel  satisfied  unless  a  Bill  of 
this  kind  is  passed  this  session.  To  the  unfair 
representation  which  has  existed  are  undoubtedly 
attributable  the  unfortunate  changes  that  have 
happened  to  this  country.  What  we  ask  is  thafc 
the  old-established  law  of  the  country  should  be 
adhered  to — namely,  that  representation  should  bo 
on  the  basis  of  population ;  and  I  say  that,  if  this 
measure  is  not  passed,  none  of  the  others  will 
satisfy  the  people.  The  Triennial  Parliaments 
Bill  is  very  httle  good  without  this  Bill.  To  say 
that  the  Parliament  shall  cease  at  the  end  of 
three  years,  and  that  the  representation  shall 
remain  unaltered,  is  simply  to  say  that  a  number 
of  gentlemen  who  are  here  now  shall  be  returned 
to  this  House,  it  does  not  matter  whether  for 
three,  five,  or  ten  years.  This  is  the  time  to  pass 
the  Bill,  and  I  call  upon  the  four  gentlemen  who 
recently  left  us  to  stand  by  us  in  this  struggle. 
It  clearly  was  the  intention  of  the  Government 
not  to  bring  in  such  a  Bill  this  session,  and  I 
further  contend  that  their  proceedings  as  a  whole 
in  regard  to  this  Bill  have  not  been  characterized 
by  that  fairness  which  should  characterize  tho 
proceedings  of  the  Government.  The  mere  fact 
of  the  Premier  standing  up  and  saying  that  he 
would  accept  the  amendment  was,  in  point  of  fact, 
to  pledge  his  word  that  he  would  bring  in  a  Bill 
this  session.  I  ask  the  honorable  gentlemen  to 
adhere  to  this  resolution,  and  when  we  pass  this 
measure  I  hope  those  who  carry  it  will  declare  in 
their  hearts  that  it  shall  have  effect  given  to  it 
during  the  present  session.  To  provide  for  the 
Maori  representation  and  neglect  the  European 
representation  would  be  an  unheard-of  thing.  If 
you  provide  for  one  you  must  provide  for  the 
other,  and  give  back  to  the  people  that  charter  of 
their  privileges  which  was  given  to  them  twenty 
years  ago.  We  have  gradually  drifted  from  that 
charter  year  by  year  more  widely  and  widely. 
Now  that  we  have  the  chance,  and  are  lUl 
Liberals,  let  us  seize  the  present  auspicious  mo- 
ment to  restore  to  the  people  of  New  2iealand 
that  which  the  Queen,  the  Lords,  and  the  Com- 
mons of  Great  Britain  deliberately  gave  to  them 
twenty  years  ago.  I  hope  the  honorable  gentle- 
man at  the  head  of  the  Government  will  pledge 
himself  to  bring  in  this  Bill.  If  the  6k>vem- 
ment  persist  in  refusing  to  do  so  they  will  find 
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themselves  in  a  yery  unpleasant  position  before  ' 
the  session  closes.  A  resolution  has  been  come  to  | 
by  many  other  gentlemen  and  myself  that  no 
means  shall  be  left  untried  to  secure  the  passing 
of  the  Bill,  on  which  they  are  satisfied  the  people 
of  New  Zealand  have  set  their  hearts,  and  have 
decided  that  it  shall  be  carried  into  law. 

Mr.  SHEPHARD.— Sir,  the  honorable  mem-  : 
ber  for  the  Thames  has  appealed  to  the  Premier 
to  state  distinctly  and  frankly  hb  intentions  upon 
this  subject,  and  I  think  that  appeal  ought  to  be 
responded  to  by  members  of  this  House.  It  is 
inopportune  now  to  discuss  at  length  the  propo- 
sitions of  the  honorable  member  for  tlie  Thames 
in  regard  to  a  Redistribution  of  Seats  Bill,  or,  as 
it  has  been  called,  the  Representation  Bill ;  but 
there  are,  no  doubt,  a  number  of  honorable  mem- 
bers who  would  vote  for  that  Bill,  and  for  what 
are  called  the  principles  contained  in  it.  I  do  not 
recognize  any  principles  in  it.  It  contains  only 
an  arithmetical  division  of  the  country,  and  an 
endearour  to  take  away  power  from  this  House, 
and  to  place  it  in  the  hands  of  persons  irrespon- 
sible to  the  House  or  to  the  country.  I,  for  one. 
shall  be  no  party  to  taking  away  from  this  House 
»  power  that  all  representative  AM^mblies  have 
hitherto  maintained.  I  will  not  assent  to  that ; 
and  I  feel  bound,  in  justice  to  the  people  of  the 
country  themselves,  to  resist  any  such  measure. 
This  is  a  subject  of  the  greatest  interest  to 
the  country  districts.  There  are  in  this  colony 
many  districts  the  inhabitants  of  which  cannot 
come  together  and  confer  as  they  can  in  dis- 
tricts more  densely  populated.  The  interests  of 
the  country  districts  do  not  rest  upon  the  towns : 
it  is  the  towns  that  rest  upon  the  country. 
I  should  have  been  ashamed  if  this  question 
had  been  allowed  to  pass  without  a  protest  from 
some  honorable  member,  and  I,  for  one,  do  protest 
against  taking  up  such  a  method  of  readjusting 
the  representation.  If  there  be  any  districts 
which  suffer  from  injustice  in  this  respect,  let 
that  injustice  be  remedied  ;  but  let  the  old  con- 
stitutional course  be  foUowed,  by  giving  another 
member  where  one  is  necessary.  The  interests 
of  the  country  at  large  are  of  far  more  import- 
ance than  the  mere  bringing-in  of  a  measure 
which  will  only  serve  to  disturb  the  whole  affairs 
of  the  country  at  a  time  when  ite  credit  is  trem- 
bling in  the  balance.  I  trust,  therefore,  honor- 
able members  will  agree  with  me  in  denouncing 
any  such  attempt  to  force  the  House  to  proceed 
with  measures  that  are  not  pressing,  while  there 
are  those  which  cannot  possibly  be  delayed  if  we 
wish  to  see  the  country  flourish. 

Question  put,  ''That  the  words  proposed  to 
be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  question,"  and 
negatired. 

Question  put,  *'  That  the  amendment  be  agreed 
to  ; "  upon  which  a  division  was  called  for,  with 
the  following  result ; — 

Ayes         66 

Noea        6 


AtE8. 
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Mr.  Acton  Adams, 
Mr.  Allwright, 
Mr.  Andrews, 
Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Bain, 
Mr.  Ballance, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Captain  Colbeck, 
Mr.  Dick, 
Mr.  Finn, 
Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Fulton, 
Mr.  Gibbs. 
Mr.  Gisbome, 
Sir  G.  Grey, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Major  Harris, 
Mr.  H.  Hirst, 
Mr.  W.  J.  Hurst, 
Mr.  Hutchison, 
Mr.  Ireland, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Levin, 
Mr.  LundoD, 
Mr.  Maoandrew, 
Mr.  Masters, 
Mr.  McCaughan, 
Mr.  McDonald, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 


Mr.  Moss, 
Mr.  Muri-ay, 
Mr.  Oliver, 
Mr.  Pitt, 
Mr.  Reeves, 
Mr.  Reid, 
Mr.  Richardson, 
Mr.  RoUcston, 
Captain  Ruisell, 
Mr.  Seddon, 
Mr.  Shanks, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Speight, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Studholme, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Svranson, 
Mr.  Tainui, 
Mr.  Tawhai, 
Major  Te  Wheoro, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  Tomoana, 
Colonel  Trimble, 
Mr.  TumbuU, 
Dr.  Wallis, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 
Mr.  Whvte, 
Mr.  Reader  Wood, 
Mr.  Wright. 
Telleri. 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  George. 


Nobs. 
Mr.  Kelly,  Tellers. 

Mr.  Ormond,  i  Mr.  Brandon, 

Mr.  Shephard.  I  Mr.  Hislop. 

The  amendment  was  consequently  agreed  to. 

IMPREST  SUPPLY  BILL  (No.  3). 
This  Bill  was  read  a  first,  a  second,  and  a  third 
time. 

MAORI  REPRESENTATION  BILL. 
Mr.  HALL. — Sir,  I  beg  to  moTc  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill.  I  quite  agree  with  the  honor- 
able member  for  the  Thames  in  his  statement  the 
other  evening  that  the  Qualification  of  Electors 
Bill  ought  not  to  pass  until  this  House  has  settled 
the  Maori  Representation  Bill — at  any  rate,  that 
portion  of  the  Qualification  of  Electors  Bill  which 
deals  with  the  Maori  franchise.  The  Maori  mem- 
bers spoke  the  other  night,  I  think,  under  a  mis- 
apprehension upon  this  subject,  owing  to  the  Bill 
itself  not  haying  at  that  time  been  translated  and 
placed  in  their  hands.  If  that  was  the  case,  I 
nope  we  shall  now  hear  that  the  proposals  of  the 
GoTcmment  are  more  satisfactory  to  them  than 
they  appeared  at  that  time  to  be.  This  question 
of  Maori  representation  is  an  exceedingly  difficult 
one  to  deal  with :  not  because  there  is  any  disposi- 
tion in  any  part  of  the  colony  not  to  do  justice  to 
the  Maori  race  in  this  matter.  That  is  not  at 
all,  so  far  as  I  belieye,  the  wish  of  any  portion  of 
the  European  population.  It  is  difficult  to  deal 
with,  because  we  are  proposing  to  confer  upon 
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certain  of  our  fellow-oolonists  who  do  not  under- 
stand our  language,  and  who  have,  therefore,  Terj 
great  difficulty  in  arriving  at  just  conclusions  on 
subjects  affecting  the  European  settlers  —  who 
must  to  a  considerable  extent  be  acting  in  the 
dark — equal  privileges  with  Europeans ;  and  it  is 
our  dutj  to  provide  for  those  privileges  being 
exercised  in  a  nianner  calculated  to  benefit  the 
Maoris  themselves  and  to  do  good  for  the  State. 
TUe  position  of  the  case,  I  take  it,  at  the  present 
time  is  this:  The  Constitution  Act  gave  to  the 
Maoris  the  same  nominal  privileges  as  it  gave  to 
Europeans :  but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  they  were 
not  placed  in  the  same  position,  because  it  has 
been  decided  by  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown 
in  England  that  the  tribal  tenure  of  the  Maori 
race  is  not  such  as  entitles  them,  by  virtue  of 
land  held  under  that  tenure,  to  be  placed  on  the 
electoral  roll.  Under  those  circumstances,  in  the 
year  1867,  at  the  instance  of  the  late  Sir  Donald 
McLean,  in  order  to  provide  that  the  Maoris — 
who  up  to  that  time  had  practically  had  little  or 
no  share  in  the  representation  of  the  colony — 
should  enjoy  the  privilege  of  representation,  an 
Act  was  passed  to  make  special  provision  for 
their  case.  The  preamble  sets  out  the  reasons 
why  it  was  so  passed  : — 

"  Whereas,  owing  to  the  peculiar  nature  of  the 
tenare  of  Maori  land  and  to  other  causes,  tbe  na- 
tive aboriginal  inhabitants  of  this  Colony  of  New 
Zealand  have  heretofore,  with  few  exceptions,  been 
unable  to  become  registered  as  electors  or  to  vote 
at  the  election  of  members  of  the  House  of  Bepre- 
sentatives  or  of  the  Provincial  Councils  of  tbe 
said  colony,  and  it  is  expedient  for  the  better  pro- 
tection of  the  interests  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects  of 
the  Native  race  that  temporary  provision  should 
be  made  for  the  special  representation  of  Her 
Majesty's  Native  subjects  in  the  House  oS  Kepre- 
sentatives  and  tbe  Provincial  Councils  of  the  said 
colony.'* 

The  Bill  then  went  on  to  provide,  as  I  think 
very  wisely,  for  the  special  circumstances  of  the 
Maori  race ;  and  I  think  it  is  admitted  on  all 
sides  that  that  special  representation  has  worked 
fairly  and  well.  In  the  year  1878,  the  late  Go- 
vernment, in  their  Electoral  Bill,  attempted  to 
deal  further  with  the  subject,  and  proposed  that, 
in  addition  to  the  special  representation,  all 
Maoris  whose  names  were  on  the  ratepayers'  roll, 
and  who  were  thereby  liable  as  ratepayers,  should 
have  the  privilege  of  a  vote  at  elections  for  Euro- 
peans, but  not  otherwise.  That,  I  think,  was 
a  fair  proposal.  It  met  with  favour  from  this 
House ;  and  I  believe,  if  the  general  opinion  of 
the  House  had  been  given  effect  to,  that  provision 
would  have  become  law.  But  circumstances  oc- 
curred which  prevented  that  Bill  being  passed 
into  law.  It  was  proposed  by  the  Government 
that  not  only  should  the  Maoris,  in  addition  to 
their  special  representation,  have  a  vote  in  virtue 
of  property  when  it  was  on  the  rate-roll,  but  that 
they  should  also  have  a  vote  for  property  when 
it  was  in  such  a  position  that  it  paid  no  taxes  at 
&11.  That  was  a  proposition  against  which  Par- 
liament and  the  country  protested.  So  far  as  I 
h<ive  been  able  to  gather  public  opinion  since 
Ihen,  the  country  is  not  disposed  to  accept  any 


such  proposition.  We  have  now  to  deal  with  the 
subject,  and  many  widely  -  varying  suggestions 
have  been  made  as  to  the  most  practical  way 
of  dealing  with  it  The  first  proposition  was  to 
revert  to  the  proposal  of  1878,  of  which  I  have 
already  spoken — namely,  to  leave  the  Maoris  with 
the  present  special  representation,  and  to  give 
them  the  privilege  of  voting  at  European  elec* 
tions  when  they  placed  their  property  in  such  a 
position  that  it  would 'be  subject,  like  that  of 
Europeans,  to  taxation  by  way  of  rates.  That 
is  one  proposal.  A  second  proposal  has  been  con- 
sidered by  the  Government  —  it  was  suggested 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Hokitika  (Mr. 
Seddon) — namely,  that  there  should  be  two  rolls, 
one  for  the  election  of  Maori  members  exclu- 
sively, and  the  other  for  the  election  of  Euro* 
pean  members,  and  that  the  Maoris  should  have 
a  choice  whether  they  would  be  placed  on  one 
roll  or  the  other,  but  that  they  should  not  be 
placed  on  both  :  that  they  should  not  have  a  title 
to  vote  for  both  European  and  Maori  members. 
The  third  proposition  is  the  one  embodied  in  the 
Bill  we  now  submit  to  the  House.  It  provides 
that  the  Maoris  shall  have  equal  rights  with  the 
Europeans ;  that  the  roll  shall  be  made  by  Go- 
vernment officers  ;  and  that  all  male  adult  Maoris 
who  consent,  in  writing,  shall  be  placed  on  the 
roll.  That  having  been  done,  and  their  numbers 
having  been  ascertained,  the  Bill  provides  that — 

"  The  number  of  Maori  members  to  be  elected 
for  the  whole  colony  shall  bear  to  the  entire 
number  of  the  members  of  the  House  of  Bepre- 
sentatives  (exclusive  of  the  Maori  members 
thereof)  the  same  proportion  as  the  number  of 
registered  Maori  electors  shall  bear  to  the  entire 
number  of  registered  electors  on  the  rolls  of  the 
several  electoral  districts  of  the  colony  consti- 
tuted for  the  election  of  members  of  the  European 
race." 

Mr.  GISBOBNE.— That  is  not  equal  righU. 

Mr.  HALL. — No  doubt,  the  honorable  gentle- 
man means  that,  in  addition  to  the  adult  male 
Europeans  being  placed  on  the  rolls,  those  per- 
sons who  have  a  certain  amount  of  freehold 
property  may  be  placed  on  the  roll  a  second 
time. 

Mr.  GISBORNE.— I  mean  that  the  Maoris 
cannot  elect  a  European,  and  the  Europeans  can 
elect  a  Maori. 

Mr.  HALL.  —  They  would  under  our  pre- 
sent Bill  have  equal  representative  rights.  Tbey 
would  have  as  large  a  proportionate  share  in  tbe 
representation  in  this  House  as  the  Europeans 
would  have.  We  propose  that  Maoris  shall  not 
vote  for  Europeans,  nor  Europeans  for  Maoris, 
for  this  reason :  It  is  very  desirable  that  the 
Maoris  should  vote  as  far  as  possible  with  the 
understanding ;  where  Natives  do  not  understand 
our  language,  do  not  understand  our  politics, 
and  are  not  able  to  judge  of  the  character  and 
opinions  of  candidates,  they  must  to  a  large 
extent  vote  in  the  dark.  The  only  light  which 
they  receive  is  the  light  given  to  them  by  a  class 
of  Europeans  who  live  on  the  borders  of  Maori- 
dom  and  Europeanism.  I  think  it  will  be 
admitted  that  that  class  of  Europeans  is  not 
I  the  most  desirable  from  whom  the  Maoris  should 
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receiye  instruction:  yet  that,  as  a  rule,  is  the 
class  from  whom  they  do  and  would  receive 
information  on  political  questions  and  upon  elec- 
tions. On  the  other  hand,  if  we  can  gire  them 
a  fair  share  of  representation  in  this  House, 
can  enable  them  to  give  a  more  intelligent  vote, 
enable  them  to  converse  freely  with  candidates 
for  their  suffrages  and  exchange  opinions  with 
them,  we  shall  be  giving  them  what  will  be  more 
advantageous  to  themselves  and  to  the  country. 
These  are  the  reasons  why  we  have  made  the  pro- 
position which  we  submit  in  this  Bill.  No  doubt 
objections  may  be  raised  to  it ;  but  we  say,  after 
full  consideration,  that  we  think  this  is  the  best 
way  to  deal  with  the  question.  We  admit  there 
is  a  great  deal  to  be  said  on  both  sides.  Tlie 
House  will  no  doubt  expect  some  information  as 
to  how  our  plan  is  likely  to  work  out  in  point  of 
numbers.  At  the  last  census  the  Maori  populat  ion 
was  put  down  at  about  9  per  cent,  of  the  total 
population  of  the  colony.  Now,  if  the  Maori* 
were  to  go  on  the  roll  nnd  have  members  allotted 
to  them  in  that  proportion,  of  course  their  num- 
bers in  this  House  would  be  very  largely  increased ; 
but,  practically,  it  will  not  bo  so,  because,  in  the 
first  place,  the  proportion  of  their  numbers  on 
the  roll  will  be  diminished  by  the  absence  of 
any  property  qualification.  We  believe  this  is 
justifiable,  because,  as  a  rule,  Maori  property  is 
not  rateable.  The  proportion  will  be  further 
diminished  by  the  fact  that  a  large  number  of 
Natives — King  Natives  especially — would  not  put 
themselves  on  the  roll.  According  to  the  be^t  esti- 
mate we  have  been  able  to  form,  which  we  do  not 
pretend  is  anything  more  than  a  rough  estimate, 
the  number  of  Maori  members  in  this  House 
under  our  proposal  would  be  six  or  seven.  As 
years  go  on,  that  number  would  diminish,  because 
the  proportion  of  the  European   to  the  Native 

rpulation  would  increase.  In  the  year  1867, 
find  the  Maoris  were  14'98,  or  nearly  15  per 
cent,  of  the  population  of  the  colony.  In  the 
year  1878  they  stood  at  9  per  cent.  In  the 
course  of  years,  as  the  population  varied,  the 
proportion  of  Maoris  would  be  varied  also. 
The  rest  of  the  Bill  provides,  as  I  stated  before, 
that  the  electoral  roll  shall  be  made  up  by  an 
officer  appointed  by  the  Gt)vemment,  and  that 
the  Governor  shall  divide  the  colony  into  Maori 
electoral  districts.  Then  the  Bill  goes  on  to 
re-enact,  pretty  nearly  in  their  present  shape,  the 
provisions  relating  to  the  election  of  Maori  mem- 
bers under  the  existing  law.  I  think  I  have  now 
given  the  House  a  fair  outline  of  this  Bill.  As  I 
said  before,  any  person  dealing  with  this  question 
has  a  choice  of  difficulties  before  him.  These  we 
have  considered  with  an  honest  endeavour  to  do 
what  is  fair  and  right  to  both  races  in  this  colony. 
The  principle  which  we  suggest  appears  to  us 
liable  to  the  smallest  amount  of  objection ; 
but,  if  the  House  agrees  to  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill,  we  shall  go  into  Committee  perfectly 
prepared  to  hear  any  suggestions,  and,  if  wo  find 
that  a  more  acceptable  proposal  can  be  made,  we 
shall  be  willing  to  fiill  in  with  that  view.  Up 
to  the  present  time  we  have  not  seen  any  better 
plan  than  the  one  we  suggest.  I  beg  to  move 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill. 


Mr.  MACANDREW.— I  hope  the  House  will 
pause  before  it  commits  itself  to  the  second  read- 
ing of  this  Bill.  I  think  that  the  Bill  is  open  to 
very  grave  objections,  inasmuch  as  it  proposes  to 
perpetuate  a  principle  of  exceptional  representa- 
tion which  the  House  for  years  has  been  declaim- 
ing against ;  and  it  not  only  proposes  to  perpeta- 
ate  that,  but  to  do  so  to  a  mucli  greater  extent. 
So  far  as  I  cap  make  out  section  5  of  the  Bill,  I 
tliink  it  will  be  found  that,  instead  of  having  four 
Maori  members  in  this  House,  under  that  section 
we  shall  have  at  least  double  that  number.  I 
think  the  honorable  member  who  has  introduced 
the  Bill  is  wrong  in  his  supposition  that  the 
number  of  Maoris  on  the  electoral  roll  will  be 
diminished.  I  am  of  opinion  that  they  will  be 
increased  under  this  Bill.  That  is  my  idea.  I 
should  have  no  objection  to  the  present  arrange- 
ment remaining  in  force  during  the  present  Par- 
liament. I  think  that  would  meet  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case.  What  I  desire  to  see  is,  that 
both  races  should  be  subject  to  the  same  law^. 
I  think  they  ought  to  be  subject  to  the  same  bur- 
dens, and  that  they  ought  to  enjoy  the  same  politi- 
cal privileges.  I  quite  admit  what  the  honorable 
gentleman  the  Premier  has  said,  that  there  is  a 
practical  difficulty  in  dealing  with  the  question. 
No  doubt  there  are  great  practical  difficulties  ; 
but  it  seems  to  me  that  the  point  whieh  we 
should  aim  at  and  work  up  to  is  this — namely, 
that  both  races  should  be  put  on  a  perfect 
equality  in  every  respect.  It  seems  to  me  this 
Bill  neither  aims  at  nor  works  up  to  that  point. 
I  am  aware,  as  I  said  before,  that  there  are  manj 
objections  to  placing  Natives  on  the  same  political 
level  as  the  Europeans  at  present,  but  I  hold  that 
these  objections  are  diminishing — that  they  are 
growing  less  and  less  every  day ;  and  I  hold, 
moreover,  that,  if  there  aye  dangers  or  dis- 
advantages which  would  flow  from  granting  the 
Maoris  equal  electoral  rights  with  ourselves,  the 
proposal  in  this  Bill  would  be  infinitely  more 
detrimental  to  the  good  government  of  the  colony 
than  anything  that  could  arise  from  granting  them 
the  same  political  privileges  as  our  own.  As  far 
as  I  can  comprehend  matters,  I  believe  the  ills 
under  which  wo  now  labour  would  be  far  less  than 
those  which  would  present  themselves  by  per- 
petuating and  extending  exceptional  representa- 
tion. I  say  it  would  be  far  better  for  the  colony 
for  things  to  remain  as  they  are.  Let  us  aim  at 
placing  the  Maoris  on  an  equality,  rather  than  in- 
troduce any  exceptional  system  such  as  is  now  pro- 
posed. I  do  not  wish  to  move  that  this  Bill  bo 
read  a  second  time  this  day  six  months.  I  would 
rather  the  Bill  were  taken  back,  reconsidered,  and 
reconstructed,  in  accordance  with  the  views  which 
I  have  endeavoured  to  express.  I  do  not  see  my 
way  to  voting  for  the  Bill,  and  I  do  not  wish  to 
move  a  formal  amendment  to  the  second  reading. 
I  would  rather  hope  the  Q-overnment  could  see 
its  way  to  withdrawing  the  Bill  and  putting 
it  on  another  basis  altogether.  I  desire  to  bo 
understood  as  not  expressing  any  antagonism 
whatever  to  the  Maori  race  in  what  I  have  said. 
I  believe  the  Maori  Representation  Act,  so  far  as 
it  has  gone,  has  worked  very  well,  and  I  believo 
the  Maori  members  have  set  us  an  example  in 
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this  Hoase.  It  it  not  on  anj  ground  of  that 
kind  that  I  do  not  wish  to  see  the  number  of 
Maori  members  increased ;  but  the  principle  is 
bad  in  itself,  and  open  to  rerj  grave  abuses  and 
objections.  I  shall  not  move  any  amendment  to 
the  Bill,  in  the  hope  that  the  Government  maj 
see  their  way  to  withdraw  it  and  bring  it  down 
in  another  shape. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— Sir,  the  Hon.  the  Premier 
was  right  in  stating  that  this  question  was  one 
of  very  considerable  difficulty.  The  difficulty  is, 
that  you  hardly  know  how  far  to  go  in  order  to 
suit  both  partfes — on  the  one  hand  to  satisfy  the 
Maori  people,  and  on  the  other  to  allay  the 
alarms  of  the  Europeans.  I  think  I  shall  show 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  has  not  succeeded 
in  accomplishing  that ;  that  he  has  not  arrived  at 
that  K>lution  of  the  difficulty  which  will  meet  the 
views  of  either  race  in  this  colony.  In  the  year 
1867  we  first  of  all  gave  the  Maori  people  special 
representation.  Before  that  time  they  had  the 
same  right  to  vote  for  members  of  this  House  as 
Europeans.  It  was  not  a  nominal  right,  but  a 
clearly  existing  right,  equal  to  ours,  so  long  as  the 
lands  in  respect  of  which  the  right  to  vote  was 
claimed  were  held  under  Crown  grant.  The 
process  of  getting  land  Crown-granted  is  growing 
with  rapidity,  and  I  believe  that  nearly  the  half 
of  the  North  Island  is  held  under  Crown  grant 
or  certificates  of  title.  I  know,  as  a  fact,  that 
the  desire  to  have  their  names  placed  on  the 
electoral  roll  has  in  many  cases  induced  the 
Maoris  to  put  their  lands  through  the  Court. 
The  House,  in  successive  years,  confirmed  that 
special  representation  on,  I  think,  three  separate 
occasions ;  but  I  wish  to  point  out  that  it  is  not 
correct  to  say  that  it  has  always  been  the  wish  to 
increase  that  representation.  Whilst  we  now  find 
Ministers  prepared  to  give  increased  representa- 
tion, for  many  years  past  some  honorable  members 
of  this  House  fought  against  giving  them  even 
one  member  more,  when  the  Maoris  were  more 
numerous  and  had  a  greater  claim  for  increased 
representation.  I  see  honorable  members  on  that 
side  of  the  House  now  who,  when  they  had  the 
chance  of  giving  them  increased  representation, 
refused  to  give  it.  During  the  recess  between 
1878  and  1879,  and  also  during  the  dissolution 
and  the  new  elections,  it  was  stated  over  and  over 
again,  on  the  hustings  and  in  the  newspapers, 
that  the  late  Government  had  determined  to 
establish  the  Maori  dual  vote.  We  were  charged 
with  being  the  authors  of  it ;  and,  from  the  fact 
that  many  persons  in  this  colony  are  persons 
who  have  been  here  only  a  few  years,  and  that 
most  of  the  people  in  the  South  take  very  little 
interest  in  Maori  matters,  it  began  to  be  believed 
that  we  were  the  authors  of  the  Maori  dual  vote, 
and  I  am  certain  that  the  majority  of  the  Euro- 
pean population  of  the  colony  at  this  moment 
believe  that  it  was  the  Grey  Government  which 
gave  the  Maoris  the  dual  vote.  The  fact  is,  Sir, 
that  they  had  it  in  1867,  and  we  proposed  to 
restrict  the  dual  rote.  They  had  a  right  to  vote 
as  freeholders,  leaseholders,  and  householders, 
and  we  limited  them  by  giving  to  each  individual 
a  right  to  vote  in  respect  of  a  sufficient  free- 
bold  in  his  own  right,  and  also  gave  them  the 


right  to  vote  as  ratepayers  on  the  production  of 
a  receipt  for  rates.  That  shows  that  we  were 
moving  in  a  moderate  direction.  We  had  an 
aim  in  view,  which  was  gradually  to  so  taper  off 
the  two  systems  as  to  abolish  special  representa- 
tion, and  finally  to  leave  the  Maoris  on  the  same 
footing  as  the  European  population.  I  do 
not  intend  to  criticise  the  details  of  this  Bill.  I 
intend  to  point  out  two  or  three  matters  which, 
to  my  mind,  are  fatal  objoctions  to  it — objec- 
tions which,  I  believe,  will  cause  every  one 
of  the  Maori  members  to  vote  against  the  Bill. 
We  are  told  the  proposal  is  to  give  increased 
representation  on  the  basis  of  population.  The 
Maori  members  are  told  this:  "We  are  going 
to  give  you  representation  according  to  popula- 
tion, the  same  as  Europeans."  But  that  is  only 
to  satisfy  and  please  them.  We  know  that  a 
large  number  of  Maori  people  cannot  come  into 
this*  system.  "  Therefore,"  the  Government  say 
to  the  European  members,  "while  pretending  to 
give  them  that,  you  know  we  do  not  intend  to 
give  them  that  at  all."  What  is  the  proof  of 
it?  This  measure,  if  it  becomes  law,  does  not 
permit  that  Ministers  shall  leave  out  the  King 
country  or  Parihaka.  They  must  include  the 
whole  of  the  two  Islands,  and  take  the  census  of 
every  part  of  the  country,  before  the  Bill  can 
become  law.  If  that  is  the  law,  that  you  must 
have  a  total  and  complete  census  of  the  whole  of 
the  colony,  does  the  honorable  gentleman  mean 
to  tell  mo  that  the  law  would  be  carried  out  if  he 
leaves  out  the  King  country  and  Parihaka  ?  If 
(he  honorable  gentleman  said  that  certain  areas 
might  be  excluded  if  the  Governor  was  so  ad- 
vised, then  I  could  understand  it ;  but  the  law 
requires  a  complete  census  of  the  two  Islands, 
and  that  the  whole  Maori  population  should  be 
the  basis  on  which  to  determine  the  number 
of  members.  Let  me  call  his  attention  to  the 
9th  clause  : — 

"  He  shall  then  ascertain  the  number  of  Maori 
members  to  be  returned  for  the  whole  colony,  in 
accordance  with  the  proportion  hereinbefore  pre- 
scribed, and,  with  the  assistance  of  such  persons 
as  the  Governor  shall  appoint  for  that  purpose, 
shall  apportion  the  colony  into  as  many  districts 
as  there  are  Maori  members  to  be  returned." 

I  presume  that  includes  the  King  country  and 
Parihaka  ? 

Mr.  HALL. — The  honorable  gentleman  has 
skipped  through  the  Schedule. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN. — I  am  coming  to  that  pre- 
sently. But  I  have  pointed  out  what  I  consider 
to  be  a  fatal  defect  in  the  Bill.  Very  well ;  I  will 
take  it  on  that.  Which  of  my  honorable  friends  is 
prepared  to  go  into  the  King  country  and  ascertain 
whether  the  King  Natives  will  have  their  names 
on  the  list?  Let  them  go  to  that  part  of  the 
West  Coast  which  is  now  under  the  control  of  Te 
Whiti.  I  do  not  say  they  would  not  come  back  : 
they  might  come  back,  but  they  would  not  be 
allowed  to  ask  a  question.  That  clause  provides 
that  every  male  Maori  over  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years  has  the  right  to  be  asked  individually  and 
personally  if  he  desires  to  have  his  name  placed 
on  the  roll,  and,  unless  the  officer  appointed  can 
certify  that  he  has  asked  every  male  Maori  in  hii 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


78 


Maori 


[HOUSE.]        Eepresenlation  Bill       [Not.  4 


district  if  he  aerees  to  be  placed  on  the  roll,  he 
cannot  say  to  the  Gh>rernment  that  he  has  made  a 
complete  census.  Now  I  will  come  to  clause  7. 
I  submit  that  the  proposal  that  the  Maori  shall 
not  have  a  Tote  unless  he  asks  to  have  his  name 
placed  on  the  roll  is  unwise  and  unfair.  I  would 
simply  require  the  Returning  Officer  to  take  down 
the  name  of  every  Maori  orer  twenty-one  years 
of  age,  and  leave  them  to  come  to  the  poll  if  they 
think  fit.  The  Maoris  do  not  understand  the 
Bill,  and  it  will  practically  remain  a  dead-letter. 
Instead  of  the  rolls  showing  a  population  which 
would  return  seven  or  eight  members  to  this 
House,  they  will  not  have  four  members.  As  the 
Bill  now  stands,  I  confidently  contend  that,  if 
you  wait  till  the  whole  census  is  taken,  you  will 
not  be  able  to  take  one  single  election.  It  is 
impossible  to  take  the  whole  census,  and  the  Bill 
must  remain  a  dead-letter.  I  also  contend  that 
under  this  clause,  by  which  the  names  are  to 
be  taken  down,  you  will  so  largely  reduce  the 
number  of  Maoris  to  vote  for  members  of  this 
House  that  I  question  very  much  whether  the 
present  number  will  be  maintained.  I  do  not 
mtend  to  go  into  the  details  of  the  Bill — there 
are  many  objectionable  details  which  can  be 
dealt  with  if  the  Bill  goes  into  Committee.  I 
shall  do  my  best  to  make  it  a  workable  Bill ; 
but,  as  it  now  stando,  it  simply  realizes  an 
old  proverb  —  the  Maoris  ask  you  for  bread, 
and  you  give  them  a  stone.  They  have  at 
present  four  members,  and  the  right  to  vote 
for  European  members;  and  I  contend  that,  a« 
thoy  stand  now  with  the  four  members  and  the 
right  to  vote  with  Europeans,  they  are  better  off 
than  they  would  be  with  the  increased  number  of 
members  which  this  Bill  proposes  to  give  them. 
One  essential  of  any  measure  afiecting  the  Maori 
people  is,  that  it  should  be  as  plain  as  possible. 
It  ought  to  be  so  plain  that  they  can  read  it  and 
understand  it  themselves.  Now,  this  is  a  most 
elaborate  Bill,  and  it  will  be  an  expensive  one 
into  the  bargain,  because  the  census  must  be 
taken.  Having  said  so  much,  I  must  say  that  no 
member  should  devote  himself  to  fault-finding 
only.  The  G-ovornment  have  a  right  to  get  the 
opinions  of  honorable  members  as  to  what  shape 
the  Bill  ought  to  take.  I  hold  that  for  years 
to  come  this  question  must  be  a  question  of  com- 
promise. You  can  lay  down  n«>  hard-and-fast 
rule.  My  honorable  friend  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  talks  about  placing  the  Maori  and  the 
European  'on  an  equal  footing.  I  must  dissent 
from  that  view.  Such  a  thing  is  impossible  at 
the  present  time.  If  you  will  pass  an  Act  to 
teach  tho  Maoris  the  English  language  so  that 
they  shall  thorouglUy  understand  our  customs, 
forms,  and  procedure,  then  you  may  speak  about 
placing  them  on  the  same  footing ;  but  here 
you  have  a  semi-civilized  people,  and  in  every 
measure  afiecting  them  you  must  go  upon  the 
law  of  compromise.  I  look  upon  the  state- 
ment that  we  should  make  one  law  for  both 
races  as  a  piece  of  buncombe,  which  may  have 
some  weight  on  the  hustings,  but  ought  not 
to  have  any  weight  in  this  House.  The  best 
possible  settlement  of  this  question,  rather  than 
go  on  with  this  Bill,  would  be  to  leave  matters 
Mr.  Sheehan 


just  as  they  are  now.  What  will  be  the  effect  of 
this  Bill.^  As  I  have  shown,  it  cannot  beoome 
law  until  you  have  taken  the  census,  which  you 
cannot  take  for  some  time.  If  you  take  the  ceiv- 
sus,  it  will  reduce  the  number  below  the  present 
standard,  and  it  will  go  forward  to  the  Maori 
people  that  you  are  passing  an  Act  which  will 
place  them  on  a  lower  standing  than  the  Eu- 
ropean population.  If  you  deprive  them  of  the 
right  of  voting  for  Europeans  you  place  a  barrier 
between  the  two  races.  And  you  say  that  a  half- 
cast«  who  does  not  live  as  a  member  of  a  trib« 
shall  not  become  a  member  of  this  House.  I 
should  look  to  the  half-caste  as  the  most  likely  to 
represent  the  interests  of  the  Maori  with  advan- 
tage to  both  races,  and  we  ought  to  endeavour  to 
raise  the  people  by  a  process  of  this  kind :  Wo 
ought  to  say,  *'  You  have  endeavoured  to  study 
the  habits  and  laws  of  the  Europeans,  and  to 
make  a  European  of  yourself,  and  we  will  give 
you  a  chance  to  represent  your  own  people."  I 
think  they  would  be  the  best  class  of  men  for 
the  position.  But,  beyond  that,  my  honorable 
friend  says  that  one  reason  why  they  shoidd  not 
have  a  right  to  vote  in  the  election  of  Europeans 
to  this  House  is,  that  their  lands  do  not  con- 
tribute to  the  revenue  of  the  coimtry.  It  is 
quite  true  that  they  do  not  contribute  directly ; 
but  they  do  indirectly.  You  buy  immense  areas 
of  country  from  them  at  a  small  price,  and  after 
it  becomes  the  property  of  the  Crown  you  sell  it 
at  a  very  considerable  advance.  Is  that  not  a 
source  of  revenue  to  the  country  ?  Let  me  point 
out  the  case  of  the  South  Islund.  The  whole  of 
the  land  there  was  sold  at  a  price  per  acre  which 
is  not  represented  by  any  coin  in  the  realm.  It 
was  something  less  than  half  a  farthing.  Some 
of  that  land  is  now  worth  from  £15  to  £20  an 
acre.  I  do  not  say  it  would  have  attained  that 
value  it  the  Europeans  had  not  come  to  the 
colony  ;  but,  when  we  talk  of  taxation,  I  say  that 
we  did  a  very  good  thing  when  we  got  the  land 
at  that  price.  In  the  present  position  of  afiairs 
we  ought  to  be  careful  not  to  deprive  the  Natives 
of  the  position  they  occupy.  The  privilege  they 
at  present  exercise  may  not  be  worth  much,  but 
at  the  same  time  they  enjoy  it  and  use  it,  and  if 
we  take  it  away  I  am  certain  the  effects  will  be 
very  bad.  The  time  will  come,  must  come,  when 
the  special  representation  in  this  House  will  cease ; 
and  even  before  the  time  does  come  in  our  opinion, 
tlu'v  will  admit  the  fact,  and  ask  us  to  do  away 
with  it.  But  I  hope  the  right  of  the  Natives 
to  vote  under  the  European  franchise  will  not 
be  interfered  with.  I  do  not  pretend  that  we 
should  continue  the  present  franchise — the  house- 
hold and  the  leasehold  ;  but  we  ought  to  continue 
the  freehold  qualification  where  a  man  holds  a 
property  worth  £25,  and,  if  there  be  a  rating 
qualification,  they  ought  to  have  that  also.  Now, 
what  does  all  this  talk  about  tlie  dual  vote 
amount  to  ?  We  are  giving  the  European  popu- 
lation manhood  suffrage,  and  if  an  elector  has 
property  in  a  district  other  than  the  one  in  which 
he  resides  he  has  a  dual  vote ;  if  he  has  a  piece 
of  property  in  another  district,  he  has  a  treble 
vote ;  and  so  the  votes  increase  with  the  number 
of  properties.     In  that  case  you  give   to  the 
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European  that  which  you  denj  to  the  Maori. 
Why  not  giro  them  what  you  yourselrea  liaye 
got?  Cut  the  right  down  to  the  freehold  or 
latepaying  qualification.  But  I  recommend  the 
Gtovemment  not  to  take  away  the  privilege  the 
Maoris  now  possess.  The  House  and  the  country 
may  think  it  is  right ;  but  you  hare  to  think  of 
the  people  with  whom  you  are  dealing.  They  are 
jealous  and  suspicious ;  they  look  upon  themselves 
at  a  race  that  is  disappearing,  and  that  in  time 
you  will  crush  them  out  altogether.  With  these 
things  looking  you  in  the  face,  I  would  earnestly 
recommend  you  not  to  attempt  that.  You  will 
lead  them  to  believe  that  you  are  becoming  so 
strong  that  you  are  endeayouring  to  crush  them 
out.  I  intend  to  move  that  the  Bill  be  withdrawn, 
80  that  it  can  be  re-drafted  and  made  intelligible 
to  the  Maori  people,  and  more  capable  of  being 
carried  out. 

Mr.  KELLY. — Sir,  I  think  the  representation 
of  the  Maori  people  ought  not  to  be  treated  as  a 
party  question ;  and  the  tone  of  the  debate  on 
both  sides  of  the  House  leads  me  to  believe  that 
it  will  not  be  treated  as  a  party  question.  Our 
object  should  be  to  decide  what  is  the  best  policy 
to  adopt  with  regard  to  giving  representation  to 
the  Maoris.  AH  will  admit  that  what  we  ought 
to  aim  at,  if  we  cannot  secure  it,  is  to  so  educate 
the  Maoris  in  political  science  that  we  shall  in 
time  assimilate  their  ideas  to  those  of  Europeans. 
Then  we  have  to  consider  what  is  the  best  mode 
of  effecting  this.  What  course  should  we  adopt 
in  legislation  to  secure  the  political  education  of 
the  Maoris,  so  as  to  be  able,  in  course  of  time,  to 
do  away  entirely  with  this  special  mode  of  repre- 
sentation ?  I  hardly  think  the  Bill  before  the 
House  is  the  best  mode  for  giving  effect  to  that 
object,  because  it  proposes,  as  I  understand,  to 
take  away  some  privileges  that  the  Maoris  pos- 
sess in  one  direction,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  to 
increase  the  special  privileges  we  have  conferred 
upon  them.  Therefore  I  think  this  Bill  is  a  step 
in  tlie  wrong  direction.  But  I  am  inclined  to 
think,  from  what  the  Premier  said,  that  the  Go- 
vernment are  willing,  in  Committee,  to  moke  cer- 
tain amendments  which  will  very  much  modify 
the  Bill,  and  will  tend  to  make  it  in  some  re- 
spects more  of  an  educational  measure.  It  is  not 
easy  to  ascertain  what  tlie  effect  of  this  Bill  will 
be.  The  Frenuer  said  it  would  add  two  members 
to  the  present  Maori  representatives.  Then  the 
honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers  said  it 
might  give  eight  special  representatives ;  and  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames  (Mr.  Sheeban) 
•aid  it  would  take  away  some  of  the  special  repre- 
sentatives the  Maoris  already  possess.  With 
such  a  discrepancT  of  opinion  as  to  the  operation 
of  this  Bill,  I  think  the  better  course  would 
be  to  adjourn  the  debate,  in  order  that  the  Go- 
vernment and  the  House  may  have  time  to  fully 
reconsider  the  matter,  and  that  both  sides  of  the 
Houfe  may  look  the  question  fairly  in  the  face, 
10  as  to  decide  whether  or  not  we  shall  put  a  stop 
to  this  special  mode  of  dealing  with  the  question. 
My  own  view  of  the  case  would  be  this :  Not 
to  take  away  the  present  exceptional  representa- 
tion, but  to  leave  it  as  at  present ;  and  to  allow 
Maoris  to  rote  as  freeholders  in  possession,  or  on 


condition  of  payment  of  rates  in  addition  to  the 
freehold.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  single 
freehold  held  individually  by  the  Natives  would 
be  the  best,  but  I  have  not  made  up  my  mind  on 
that  point.  I  am  entirely  opposed  to  giving  a 
vote  to  Maoris  where  more  than  one  person  is 
entitled  to  the  Crown  grant.  If  you  allow  them 
to  vot-e  individually,  on  account  of  holding  a  title 
from  the  Crown,  I  do  not  think  it  will  very  much 
affect  the  relations  between  the  races.  I  move 
the  adjournment  of  the  debate. 

Mr.  Q-EORGE.— I  shall  vote  against  the  ad- 
journment of  the  debate,  and  also  against  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill.  To  my  mind  this 
Bill  is  about  the  worst-considered  and  most  ill- 
advised  measure  which  this  Parliament  has  ever 
had  the  misfortune  to  have  had  laid  before  it.  I 
am  very  much  surprised  at  the  audacity  of  the 
gentlemen  occupying  those  benches  in  bringing 
this  measure  before  the  House,  for  we  know  by 
their  speeches  that  they  themselves  do  not  agree 
with  what  it  proposes.  I  presume  that  when  a 
question  like  this  comes  before  the  Cabinet  the 
Native  Minbter  is  the  one  who  should  have 
the  most  to  say  upon  it.  What  did  the  Native 
Minister  say  in  1878  in  regard  to  the  Electoral 
Bill  then  before  the  House?  Mr.  Bryce  is  re- 
ported in  Hansard  to  have  said, — 

*'I  do  not  believe  that  the  system  of  giving 
the  Maoris  special  representation  is  correct  in 
principle  ;  but  I  apprehend  that  before  long  that 
will  pass  away,  and  that  they  will  be  represented 
here  in  very  much  the  same  way  as  are  the  Euro- 
peans." 

Then  the  Treasurer  is  reported  to  have  said, — 

"  I,  for  one,  shall  be  glad  to  vote  for  an  increase 
in  the  number  of  Maori  representatives." 

That  clearly  shows  that  they  are  not  of  one 
mind.  Then,  with  regard  to  the  Bill  itself:  The 
2nd  clause  says  the  term  *'  Maori "  includes  *'  any 
male  half-oaste  living  as  a  member  of  a  Native 
tribe  according  to  their  customs  and  usages." 
Who  is  to  decide  whether  that  half-caste  is  living 
as  a  Maori  or  as  a  European  ?  If  he  lives  in  a 
Maori  district,  outside  a  European  electoral  dis- 
trict, cultivating  land  and  carrying  on  operations 
in  the  same  manner  as  a  European,  he  will  have 
no  vote,  because  he  is  not  residing  in  any  elec- 
toral district  which  returns  a  European  member 
to  this  House,  and  is  residing  amongst  the  Maoris 
and  living  as  a  Native,  and  tnerefore  cannot  come 
under  this  Act.  Then  we  come  to  the  5th — the 
principal — clause,  which  says, — 

"  The  number  of  Maori  members  to  be  elected 
for  the  whole  colony  shall  bear  to  the  entire  num- 
ber of  the  members  of  the  House  of  Kepresenta- 
tives  (exclusive  of  the  Maori  members  thereof) 
the  same  proportion  as  the  number  of  registered 
Maori  electors  shall  bear  to  the  entire  number  of 
registered  electors  on  the  rolls  of  the  several  elec- 
toral districts  of  the  colony  constituted  for  the 
election  of  members  of  the  European  race." 

That  clause  will  have  the  effect  of  giving  no 
less  than  nine  members  to  this  House  elected  by 
Maoris  alone.  In  the  census  of  1878  the  Euro- 
pean population  is  set  down  at  410,000,  and  the 
adult  males  at  116,000,  being  a  little  more  than 
one  adult  male  to  every  four  of  the  total  popula- 
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tion.  According  to  the  last  census  the  Natires 
numbered  45,000  odd.  It  is  only  fair  to  assume 
that  the  proportion  of  adult  males  is  the  same  as 
among  the  Europeans,  which  would  give  between 
12,000  and  13,000  adult  males.  Under  the 
new  Electoral  Bill  which  the  QoTemment  have 
brought  forward,  nearly  the  whole  of  the  116,000 
adult  males  would  be  on  the  electoral  rolls  of 
the  colony,  and  I  liaye  little  doubt  that,  if  this 
Bill  is  carried,  the  Natives  themselves  will  take 
care  that  every  adult  male  is  also  placed  on  their 
roll.  At  the  present  time  ive  have  eighty-four 
European  members  in  the  House,  who  each,  on 
an  average,  represent  1,380  adult  males.  Allow- 
ing the  same  proportion  to  the  Maoris,  13,000 
adult  male  Maoris  would  return  nine  members. 
Those  honorable  gentlemen  last  year,  both  in  the 
House  and  out  of  the  House,  accused  the  late 
Ministry  of  simply  trying  to  pass  the  Maori  dual 
vote,  as  they  were  pleased  to  call  it,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  swamping  two  or  three  electorates,  espe- 
cially the  Bay  of  Islands  electorate,  and  one  or 
two  on  the  West  Coast.  After  their  statements 
to  that  effect,  they  now  bring  forward  a  measure 
of  this  kind,  that  would  swamp  not  one  or  two 
electorates,  but  the  whole  of  the  electorates  of 
the  colony;  for  I  have  little  doubt  that,  if  eight 
or  nine  Natives  were  in  this  House,  they 
would  Tote  as  one  man.  It  would  be  to  their 
interest  so  to  do,  and  I  have  no  doubt  but 
that  they  would  do  so.  But  it  is  very  difficult 
to  understand  whether  that  is  the  intention  of 
the  Government  under  this  measure,  or  whether 
they  intend  that  under  this  Bill  Natives  shall  not 
get  on  the  roll.  Clause  7  says,  in  reference  to 
making  up  the  rolls,  that  the  Returning  Officer 
is  to  judge  of  the  age  of  the  Natives ;  and  it  goes 
further  and  says  that,  before  any  Native's  name  is 
placed  on  the  roll,  he  shall  consent  to  his  name 
being  placed  there  in  writing.  Therefore,  if  a 
Maori  cannot  write  he  cannot  be  placed  on  the 
roll.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  a  neasure 
brought  forward  to  gain  favour  with  my  Maori 
friends  here,  and  yet  such  a  clause  as  this  is  put 
in  to  prevent  Natiyes  getting  on  the  roll.  Al- 
though with  regard  to  the  European  elections 
those  gentlemen  think  it  proper  and  right  to  do 
away  with  public  nominations  and  speeches  at 
the  hustings,  yet  in  the  case  of  the  Natives 
they  say  you  shall  have  a  hustings — you  shall 
have  your  nominations  in  public.  Here  is  a 
curious  feature  of  the  clause : — 

"  On  the  day  of  nomination,  so  to  be  fixed  as 
aforesaid,  the  Returning  Officer  shall  preside  at 
a  meeting  to  be  held  at  noon  at  the  appointed 
place,  and  shall  declare  the  purpose  for  which 
the  meeting  is  held.  It  shall  be  competent  to 
the  Returning  Officer  to  declare  the  meeting  ad- 
journed from  day  to  day  till  the  election  is  com- 
pleted." 

Now,  we  know  that  the  Maoris  are  generally 
given  to  making  long  speeches,  and  so  the  nomi- 
nation proceedings  may  last  for  three  or  four 
months.  Further  on  it  is  stated  that  the  writ 
shall  be  returnable  in  not  less  than  fourteen  days 
after  the  nomination.  If  the  nomination  takes 
place  on  a  certain  day,  and  the  poll  is  fixed  to 
take  place  on  a  certfun  day  later,  and  if  these 
Mr.  Q-eorge 


I  hustings  speeches  take  place,  and  the  meeting  is 
:  adjourned  from  day  to  day,  the  nomination  pro- 
I  oeedings  may  extend  beyond  the  time  fixed  for 
I  the  election.  When  these  nominations  take  place 
I  very  hot  blood  will  arise,  and  I  shall  not  be  sur- 
!  prised  if  tribal  fights  occur  on  those  occasions. 
Then  the  10th  subsection  of  the  same  clause 
says, — 

"  If  a  poll  be  demanded,  the  Returning  Officer 
shall  immediately  make  arrangements  for  the  issue 
at  each  polling-place  of  voting-papers  to  electors, 
,  and  such  papers  may  be  issued  at  any  time  or 
times  appointed  by  the  Returning  Officer  until 
the  close  of  the  poll." 

That  means  that  directly  the  nomination  takes 
\  place  the  Natives  go  to  the  Returning  Officer  and 
,  get  the  voting-papers.  Then  fifty  or  sixty  of 
them  go  together  and  agree  among  themselves 
for  whom  they  shall  vote.  They  fill  up  the  voting- 
papers  accordingly,  and  then  proceed  to  vote  at 
the  election  for  the  candidate  they  have  agreed  to 
support.  Then  there  is  provision  made,  in  case 
the  Maoris  are  unable  to  write  their  names  on 
the  voting-paper,  for  the  Returning  Officer  or  his 
deputy  doing  so.  Then  there  is  another  provi- 
sion in  this  Bill  similar  to  a  clause  in  the  Regula- 
tion of  Elections  Bill,  which  was  referred  to  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Dunstan.  The  16th 
clause  says, — 

"  If  after  the  day  of  nomination  and  before  the 
day  appointed  for  the  poll  a  candidate  dies,  the 
Returning  Officer  shall,  upon  being  satisfied  of 
the  fact  of  such  death,  countermand  notice  of  the 
poll,  and  all  proceedings  with  reference  to  the 
election  shall  be  commenced  afresh  in  all  respects 
as  if  the  writ  had  been  received  by  him  on  the 
day  on  which  proof  was  given  him  of  such 
death." 
I  So  that,  if  any  Natiye  who  had  been  nominated 
should  die,  the  whole  proceedings  would  have  to 
'  commence  again.  I  do  not  know  why  the  G-overn- 
ment  should  have  thought  fit  to  put  that  in  the 
Bill.  The  Hon.  the  Premier,  in  speaking  to-day, 
said  there  were  only  three  methods  of  dealing 
with  this  Maori  representation. 
Mr.  HALL.— No. 

Mr.   GEORGE.  — Only  three  ways  that  he 
knew  of. 

Mr.  HALL.— No. 

Mr.  GEORGE. — I  accept  the  honorable  gentle- 
man's denial :  but  he  only  mentioned  three.    The 
first  he  mentioned  was  what  is  proposed  in  the 
Act  of  1878  in  the  ratepayers  clause  ;  the  second 
was   some  method  proposed   by   the   honorable 
member  for  Hokitika  (Mr.  Seddon) ;  and  the  third 
was  what  the  honorable  gentleman  himself  has 
proposed  in  this  measure.     Now,  I  will  tell  him 
of  a  fourth,  and  I  think  it  will  be  a  veiy  good 
I  way  of  dealing  with  the  matter.     It  is  difficult  to 
;  speak  of  the  electoral  measures  when  separated 
j  from  each  other :  we  do  not  know  whether  we 
I  are  going  to  get  a  Representation   Bill  or  not; 
,  but,  if  that  BiU  is  introduced,  let  the  Government 
I  divide  the  whole  colony  into  equal  electoral  dis* 
tricts — then  we  shall  not  want  the  Bill  now  before 
us.     Let  the  Natives  go  on  the  rolls  under  the 
same  qualification  as  the  Europeans  —  that  ii, 
under  a  residential  qualification.    Let  them  all 
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liaTe  the  same  right  to  vote,  and  one  rote  only. 
Then  the  Natives  will  get  on  the  European  roll 
and  haye  the  right  to  rote  for  the  return  of 
members  to  this  House  for  the  electoral  district 
in  which  they  reside.  There  will  then  only  be 
two  or  three  electoral  dbtricts  inhabited  solely 
by  Maoris  —  I  can  hardly  say  solely  inhabited 
by  Maoris,  for  in  every  one  of  those  districts 
there  will  be  probably  some  few  Europeans  liv- 
ing, probably  men  most  highly  respected  by  the 
Natives  among  whom  they  reside.  If  this  plan  I 
have  proposed  is  adopted,  I  have  little  doubt  that 
in  only  one  or  two  instances  would  Natives  be 
returned,  and  Europeans  would  be  returned  by 
the  Natives  to  represent  them  in  this  House. 
Some  honorable  members  may  say  that  in  other 
electoral  districts,  such  as  the  Bay  of  Islands, 
the  East  Coast,  and  some  of  the  West  Coast 
districts,  if  this  proposal  were  carried  into 
law  the  Natives  would  swamp  the  European 
electorates.  I  say  no  such  thing  would  take 
place.  We  have  a  very  good  example  before  us 
of  what  occurred  in  the  Bay  of  Islands  and 
Mongonui  Electoral  District.  You  have  heard  a 
great  deal  about  the  electoral  roll  of  that  district. 
In  the  district  at  the  present  time  there  are  1,076 
electors.  There  are  some  50  men  absent.  Out 
of  this  number,  543  are  Natives — more  than  one- 
half.  Therefore,  if  the  Native  vote  would  swamp 
the  European  vote  in  an  electorate,  it  could  have 
been  done  in  this  district.  What  happened 
there?  Three  Europeans  and  one  Native  stood 
for  election.  Five  hundred  and  two  electors  voted 
for  the  three  European  candidates,  and  the  Na- 
tive only  polled  118.  Therefore,  if  the  system  I 
have  explained  to  the  House  were  carried  out, 
there  would,  I  think,  be  no  fear  of  any  European 
electorate  being  swamped  by  Maori  votes,  but 
in  nearly  every  case  Europeans  would  be  re- 
turned to  this  House  to  represent  the  Maori 
electors.  I  also  think  a  system  which  would  abo- 
lish the  present  method  of  numbering  the  ballot- 
papers  might  be  introduced  into  this  Bill,  or 
into  any  other  Electoral  Bill,  by  which  electors 
might  be  able  to  take  out  electoral  rights  at  a 
small  cost — say,  at  the  cost  of  Is.  On  the  elec- 
tor going  to  vote  he  would  have  to  produce  his 
electoral  right.  The  Returning  Officer,  on  his 
presenting  it,  would  probably  ask  him,  **  Are  you 
the  man  whose  name  appears  on  this  electoral 
right  ?"  On  the  Returning  Officer  receiving  a  reply 
in  the  affirmative — a  heavy  penalty  should  be  im- 
posed for  any  false  statement  —  the  Returning 
Officer  would  sign  or  stamp  the  voting-paper,  at 
the  same  time  stamping  with  a  date-stamp  the 
electoral  right — that  is,  on  the  day  of  voting. 
That  would  prevent  the  person  voting  at  any 
other  election  held  at  the  same  time,  or  voting 
twice  in  the  same  election.  These  are  the  prin- 
cipal points  I  vrished  to  refer  to  in  this  Bill. 
The  honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers  gave 
good  advice  when  he  advised  the  Government  to 
withdraw  this  Bill ;  yet  the  honorable  member 
for  the  Thames  (Mr.  Sheehan),  I  think,  did 
better  in  moring  his  amendment,  and  I  shall  vote 
for  the  honorable  member's  amendment. 

Major  TE  WHEORO.—I  shall  say  something 
now  with  regard  to  the  Maori  Representation 

TOL.  zxxni^ii. 


BilL  I  approve  of  the  principles  of  the  Bill ; 
but  there  are  weak  points  in  it.  There  is  one 
clause — No.  4 — which  states,  "  Every  Maori  duly 
registered  as  an  elector,  but  no  other  person,  is 
qualified  to  be  a  Maori  member  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  any  division  of  the  colony 
under  this  Act."  Clause  5  implies  that  only 
Maoris  whose  names  are  on  the  electoral  roll  can 
TOte  for  members.  It  is  a  very  difficult  thing  to 
get  names  registered  on  any  roll.  It  would  be  a 
very  difficult  thing  indeed  to  try  and  carry  that 
provision  out  among  the  Natives  of  the  West 
Coast.  The  larger  portion  of  the  Native  popula- 
tion of  New  Zealand  reside  between  Wanganui 
and  Eawhia :  I  believe  there  are  about  20,000  in 
that  district.  If  we  were  to  appoint  any  officer 
to  go  into  that  district  for  the  purpose  of  regis- 
tering the  Native  inhabitants  as  electors,  I  can 
say  that  he  would  not  get  one  name  put  on  the 
roll :  no  matter  who  went  there,  whether  a  Maori 
or  a  European,  the  Natives  would  not  give  their 
names  to  be  placed  on  the  electoral  roll.  I  know 
this  perfectly  well,  speaking  as  a  representative  of 
that  part  of  the  country.  That  is  why  I  think  it 
would  be  a  very  hard  thing  to  try  and  carry  out 
that  provision.  On  those  conditions  you  could 
not  get  a  member  to  represent  that  electoral 
district.  I  also  think  there  are  other  districts, 
besides  the  one  I  have  mentioned,  where  old 
people  would  not  give  their  consent  in  writing  to 
have  their  names  placed  on  the  electoral  roll. 
The  Maori  people  are  naturally  a  suspicious  race, 
and  anything  new  of  this  kind,  such  as  requiring 
them  to  give  their  name  in  writing  before  naving 
it  placed  on  the  roll,  they  would  view  with  mis- 
givings. Following  out  the  principle  laid  down 
in  this  Bill,  I  believe  there  will  be  only  one 
member  returned  to  this  House  to  represent  the 
whole  of  the  Maori  people,  because  they  will  not 
consent  to  hare  their  names  registered.  This 
Bill,  if  passed,  will  be  the  means  of  depriving 
several  districts  of  their  representation,  because  I 
do  not  believe  you  could  get  altogether  placed 
on  the  roll  a  thousand  electors.  Say  that  even 
five  thousand  are  got,  that  would  be  the  most. 
Several  things  have  been  done  in  this  House  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Maoris  that  have  not  been 
appreciated  by  them.  I  like  the  idea  of  the  Bill 
—  the  object  of  the  Bill  —  but  I  will  ask  the 
6h>vemment  to  give  the  Maoris  such  representa- 
tion as  is  in  proportion  with  the  Maori  popula- 
tion: I  think  there  are  45,000  Maoris.  I  will 
ask  for  the  Bill  to  be  postponed,  so  that  an  al- 
teration of  this  kind  may  be  made :  that  the 
number  of  Maori  members  be  in  proportion  to 
the  whole  population.  As  far  as  the  census 
shows,  the  Maori  population  is  45,000;  and,  if 
any  member  in  this  House  were  to  declare  that 
he  could  go  up  on  the  West  Coast  and  succeed  in 
registering  all  the  Maoris  in  that  part,  or  any  of 
them,  I  tell  him  he  would  not.  I  should  like  the 
Government  to  postpone  this  Bill,  and  make  the 
alterations  that  I  have  suggested.  With  regard 
to  that  part  of  the  Bill  treating  of  half-castes,  it 
is  not  at  all  clear  to  me  that  making  two  divi- 
sions among  them  is  a  wise  thing.  Whether 
half-castes  are  living  in  European  districts  or  not, 
they  are  stiU  called  by  the  law  Maoris.    What 
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about  his  land  that  he  haf  claimed  through  his 
Maori  side  ?  That  is  another  feature  in  this  Bill 
which  seems  rather  bard.  I  do  not  think  that 
such  a  division  should  be  made  amongst  half- 
castes.  Let  tbem  remain  as  thej  are,  whether 
thej  are  among  Europeans  or  among  Maoris — 
let  them  have  the  electoral  rights  of  Maoris. 
Another  thins  that  has  been  talk^  about  in  this 
Bill  is  the  Maori  dual  Tote.  I  consider  the 
members  in  this  House  should  let  the  Maoris 
possess  that  yote,  because  thej  use  it  in  returning 
European  members.  I  belieye  there  are  some 
members  in  this  House  now  who  will  feel  rather 
griered  at  this  Tote  being  taken  awaj  from  their 
supporters.  That  dual  rote  was  not  applied  by 
the  Maoris  to  send  in  a  member  of  their  own,  but 
to  elect  European  members,  and  assisted  in  re- 
turning them  here.  So  whj  do  you  not  allow 
the  Maoris  to  keep  that  yoteP  Kow,  with  re- 
gard to  withdrawing  this  Bill,  I  shall  say.  Do 
not  withdraw  it,  but  make  the  alterations  that 
I  hare  suggested  with  regard  to  the  clauses  Nos. 
4  and  5.  If  it  is  kept  away  for  two  weeks  and 
brought  in  again  after  alterations  are  made,  that 
will  be  perfectly  satis&otory.  The  European  mem- 
bers should  not  be  apprehensiye  as  to  how  we  are 
going  to  behaye,  because  we  are  a  well-disposed 
people.  Do  not  let  some  of  you  say,  "  Oh,  they 
naye  a  sufficient  number  of  representatiyes ;  they 
haye  four:  let  them  be  satisfied;  do  not  give 
them  increased  representation."  I  am  perfectly 
right  in  what  I  say— that  we  are  a  well-disposed 
people.  In  the  troubles  that  haye  occurred  in 
this  Island  we  haye  gone  to  your  side  and  joined 
with  you  in  fighting  against  our  own  people. 
Then  why  do  you  attach  such  bad  names  to  your 
friends,  who  haye  shown  loye  towards  you  in 
the  time  of  trouble?  Wbeneyer  anything  is 
brought  out  about  the  Maoris,  you  people  get  up 
and  always  haye  something  to  say  agamst  them. 
Why  do  you  not  show  the  same  loye  to  them  as 
they  did  to  you  ?  Bemember  the  time  you  haye 
been  in  their  country.  It  was  asked  of  the 
Maoris  in  the  early  days  that  the  Gotemment 
should  be  allowed  to  be  set  up  in  this  Island — 
that  you  should  stay  here.  The  Maori  was  not 
selfish.  He  agreed.  There  were  only  a  few  of 
YOU  in  those  days,  and  the  Natire  chiefs  of  this 
Island  protectea  you.  Now  that  you  are  in  the 
majority  you  turn  round  upon  us,  and  do  not  treat 
us  in  the  same  fayourable  manner.  That  is  not 
in  accordance  with  what  has  been  said  of  the 
English  people — that  they  are  always  well  disposed 
to  the  Maori  people,  kind  and  loving.  All  the 
teachings  that  haye  been  conferred  upon  the 
Maori  haye  been  with  the  object  of  leading  up  to 
the  idea  that  the  Maoris  should  walk  in  the  same 
path  as  the  English  people.  The  Maori  at  the 
present  time  is  foUowing  in  your  track,  but  there 
are  seyeral  harsh  measures  put  upon  him.  Now, 
I  say  to  the  House,  Show  that  Kindness  to  the 
Maori  that  they  did  to  you  in  the  early  days  of 
the  colony.  Now,  you  see  there  are  eighty-four 
European  members,  and  only  four  of  us  here; 
and  why  do  you  fear  an  increase  of  representa- 
tion for  the  Maoris  ?  If  it  is  the  desire  on  your 
part  that  we  should  both  go  on  fair  grounds,  why, 
the  three  or  four  additional  members  that  are 
Ktijor  Te  Wheorg 


meant  by  this  measure  are  not  such  a  great  many 
after  all.  The  four  Maori  members  in  this  House 
at  present  haye  done  no  wrong  since  they  hiTs 
been  in  it,  and  there  is  nothing  that  appears  in 
the  Bill  stating  that  any  other  Maori  memberi 
should  not  act  in  the  same  way.  If  the  Goyem- 
meut  asked  me  to  carry  out  some  of  the  sugges- 
tions I  haye  made  with  respect  to  this  Bill,  and 
to  pick  out  some  of  the  clauses  that  are  in  it,  I 
should  be  yery  much  pleased.  But  let  this  Bill 
be  put  back  to  the  last,  and  bring  forward  the 
European  Representation  Bill. 

Mr.  TAWHAI.— I  also  haye  something  to  sty 
about  this  Bill.  I  like  the  form  of  this  Bill, 
because  it  refers  to  the  Maori  yote ;  but  I  fed 
ffrieyed  because  some  new  features  haye  been 
introduced  into  it  with  the  intention  of  dealing 
otherwise  than  was  expected.  I  object  to  dautei 
5,  6,  7,  8,  and  9.  I  haye  tried  to  disooyer  whj 
this  Bill  should  put  our  Maori  yote  in  a  new 
form.  I  haye  not  yet  learned  that  we  baTS 
abused  the  yote  which  we  use  in  returning  oar 
members.  If  our  yote  was  the  same  as  the 
European  yote  which  has  been  fought  oyer  in 
this  House,  and  in  consequence  of  which  Com- 
missioners had  been  appointed  to  inyestigate  the 
matter,  as  in  the  case  of  the  electoral  roll  at  the 
Bay  of  Islands,  then  it  would  be  right  to  make 
such  provisions  as  you  haye  here.  If  you  attempt 
to  pass  a  Maori  Kepresentation  Bill  on  the  prin- 
ciples of  registration,  I  do  not  think  you  will  find 
any  of  the  Maoris  yoting.  You  cannot  under- 
stand  the  peculiarities  of  the  Maori.  I  haye  had 
a  great  deal  of  communication  with  the  Maoris 
generally  of  my  district  on  important  matters: 
and  there  are  many  matters  that  would  be  ad- 
yantageous  to  them  that  they  are  yery  slow  in 
grasping.  I  say,  further,  that  I  haye  been  an 
officer  of  the  Queen  for  the  last  twenty  years,  and 
have  been  carrying  out  my  duties  not  amongst 
disloyal  Natives,  but  peacenil  Natives ;  and  they 
have  always  evinced  a  great  objection  to  attach 
their  names  to  anything  in  the  shape  of  writing. 
This  Bill  will  lead  to  very  great  difficulty.  If  you 
are  to  give  an  increased  number  of  Maori  members 
on  the  grounds  contained  in  this  Bill,  you  will  not 
give  an  increased  number  at  all.  If  it  is  the  wish 
of  the  House  to  give  us  increased  representation, 
why  not  do  so  in  a  way  which  would  not  require 
any  alteration  in  our  present  form  of  vote  ?  Do  not 
give  us  promises  of  increased  representation  on 
these  new  grounds.  If  you  wish  to  do  so,  all 
that  is  required  is  to  give  us  so  many  more  mem- 
bers next  year.  I  do  not  think  this  Bill  will  have 
the  effect  of  associating  us  with  yourselves,  and 
bringing  about  that  spirit  of  friendliness  which 
you  say  you  wish  to  see  exist.  You  are  peonle 
possessing  superior  knowledge  to  ourselves.  Yon 
teach  the  small  child  differently  firom  what  you  do 
a  grown-up  person,  and  as  he  grows  up  into  man- 
hood the  teaching  differs  with  his  growth.  The 
same  with  us,  the  Maoris.  This  is  our  first  lesson. 
We  have  not  yet  emerged  out  of  a  state  of  child- 
hood. We  have  our  representation  now  under  a 
simple  form  of  vote.  Let  us  exerciie  this  vote 
till  we  are  thoroughly  acquainted  with  it,  before 
you  give  us  another.  There  are  two  distinct 
races  in  this  Island — there  ia  the  loyal  side,  and 
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there  are  those  who  are  HauhauB;  but  during 
the  election  of  a  member  for  the  Western  Maori 
Electoral  District  some  of  the  Hauhaus  actually 
went  and  Toted.  I  think  we  should  feel  glad 
that  people  who  have  been  isolated  in  the  manner 
they  bare  been  should  come  forward  and  make 
use  of  their  yote.  If  this  Bill,  with  these  pro- 
visions, is  allowed  to  become  law,  the  Hauhaus 
I  have  alluded  to  will  rush  back  again  into  their 
obscurity.  My  idea  is,  that  the  Bill  should  be 
suspended  at  present,  so  that  the  Maoris  may 
have  the  opportunity  of  introducing  into  it  fea- 
tures which  they  think  necessary.  After  all,  I 
think  the  speediest  way  would  be  to  give  us 
increased  representation  on  the  existing  franchise 
we  now  possess.    That  is  all  I  have  to  say. 

Mr.  BRYCE.  —  The  honorable  member  for 
Bodney  began  his  speech  by  quoting  a  passage 
from  Hansard  of  1878  in  order  to  proTc  my  in- 
consistency. I  baye  no  objection  to  repeat  now 
what  I  said  then.  I  think  the  special  repre- 
sentation which  the  Maoris  hare  in  this  House  is 
thoroughly  unsound  in  principle,  and  I  hope  to 
see  it  disappear.  When  it  does  disappear,  and 
when  the  Maoris  rote  on  the  same  roll  as  our- 
seWes,  and  in  precisely  the  same  way,  we  shall 
then  haye  arrived  at  a  sound  principle,  and  not 
before.  There  is  not  much  inconsistency  in  what 
I  say  now  and  what  I  said  then.  The  inconsis- 
tency of  which  the  honorable  gentleman  reminds 
me  exists  in  the  Bill  itself.  I  will  point  out  to 
the  honorable  gentleman  that  it  is  a  very  difficult 
thing  to  carry  out  a  measure  of  this  kind  upon 
sound  principles  under  present  circumstances,  and 
nothing  can  show  that  difference  clearer  than  the 
speeches  which  the  Native  members  have  made 
to-night ;  for  what  has  their  particular  objection 
been  r  It  has  been  to  the  very  existence  of  the 
registration  roll.  That  has  been  the  objection  on 
which  they  have  laid  most  stress.  That  is  their 
radical  objection  to  this  Bill.  Now,  I  do  not 
suppose  there  is  any  part  of  the  world  in  which 
representative  institutions  exist  where  elections 
are  conducted  without  proper  registration  rolls ; 
and  that  itself,  if  nothing  else,  would  show  the 
great  difficulty  we  have  in  approaching  this  sub- 
ject and  attempting  to  deal  with  it  on  defined 
principles.  We  must  do  the  best  we  can  under 
the  circumstances.  I  am  glad  to  observe,  from 
speeches  which  the  Native  members  have  made 
to-night,  that  the  idea  seems  to  be  abandoned 
that  we  have  had  in  our  minds  a  deliberate  inten- 
tion to  do  the  Maoris  an  injustice  by  this  Bill. 
That  seems  to  have  been  abandoned  by  them  and 
by  most  other  honorable  members.  It  has  been 
argued,  indeed,  by  some  that  injustice  will  be  done 
by  the  Bill ;  but  I  think  it  will  not  be  difficult  to 
show  that  at  any  rate  there  is  an  honest  endea- 
vour to  do  justice.  I  am  far  from  saying  that 
I  am  enamoured  of  this  Bill  myself.  I  do  not 
know  that  any  principle  could  be  laid  down  upon 
the  subject  to  which  there  would  not  be  great 
objection.  I  am  quite  prepared  to  admit  that 
there  is  a  very  serious  objection  to  this  Bill, 
because  it  does  not  afford  an  opportunity  for 
allowing  the  Maoris,  as  it  were,  to  merge  into 
our  system.  I  know  that  is  the  weak  point  of 
the  Bill ;  but  no  doubt  great  inconyenience  has 


been  pointed  out  from  time  to  time  in  the  exer- 
cise of  the  dual  vote,  and  it  was  with  a  view  of 
obviating  that  difficulty  that  we  introduced  the 
proposal  embodied  in  this  BiU.  As  to  justice  or 
mjustice,  the  matter  simply  stands  in  this  way : 
that  we  propose  to  give  the  Maoris  precisely  the 
same  representation  in  this  House  that  we  have 
ourselves.  Now,  the  honorable  member  for  Bod- 
ney has  pointed  out  that  in  all  probability  it 
would  give  greater  representation,  because — and 
I  have  no  doubt  he  is  a  high  authority  on  the 
subject — the  Maoris  themselves  would  take  care 
that  the  whole  of  the  male  adults  were  placed 
on  the  roll.  It  is  somewhat  unfortunate  for  his 
argument  that  the  late  Native  Minister,  who  is 
supposed  to  know  something  about  Maori  mat- 
ters, is  of  a  different  opinion.  The  honorable 
member  for  Bodney  said  that  not  only  did  the 
three  plans  exist  which  were  stated  by  the  Premier, 
but  that  there  was  a  fourth,  which  recommended 
itself  more  strongly  to  him  than  any  of  the  other 
three.  He  poinUd  out  that  if  his  plan  were  ad- 
opted it  would  have  the  effect  of  keeping  Maoris 
out  of  this  House,  and  of  returning  Europeans  as 
representatives  of  the  Native  race.  That  is  not 
the  desire  of  the  Government.  They  admit  the 
value  of  the  Native  members  in  this  House,  and 
wish  to  see  them  continue  here,  and  it  is  no 
recommendation  for  any  plan  to  say  it  will  keep 
Maoris  out  of  this  House  and  put  Europeans 
into  their  places.  The  Government  have  brought 
in  their  present  proposals  with  great  diffidence. 
They  have  had  considerable  doubt  on  the  subject, 
and  they  only  arrived  at  the  resolution  to  recom- 
mend this  plan  after  having  various  plans  under 
consideration.  I  do  think,  if  it  could  possibly  be 
arranged,  that  it  would  be  well  to  provide  some 
means  by  which  this  system  of  special  representa- 
tion should  taper  off  into  the  other  system  which 
is  applied  to  Europeans.  The  honorable  member 
for  the  Thames  stated  that  it  was  the  desire  of 
the  Government,  in  1878,  to  allow  all  the  special 
representation  to  taper  off  and  merge  into  the 
other  system.  I  must  admit  that  I  cannot  see 
any  indications  of  that  in  their  Bill,  because,  if 
the  tapering-off  process  had  been  commenced,  I 
presume  the  special  representation  would  be  re- 
duced ;  but  that  was  not  proposed  in  any  way. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— The  Bill  was  not  brought 
forward  in  1878. 

Mr.  BRYCE.— I  thought  the  honorable  gentle- 
man referred  to  the  Electoral  Bill.  However,  I 
say  that,  if  any  means  can  be  provided  without 
inconvenience  by  which  the  special  representa- 
tion system  might  taper  off  into  the  other,  it 
would  be  very  desirable  to  adopt  that.  I  am 
certain  that  every  member  of  the  Government 
would  be  ready  to  listen  to  any  proposition  of 
that  sort,  and  to  view  it  with  favour.  With 
reference  to  what  has  been  suggested  b^  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Western  Maori  Dis- 
trict, I  would  point  out  that,  although  it  does 
provide  means  for  merging  into  one  system,  it 
does  BO  in  rather  an  unjust  manner  to  the  Eu- 
ropeans. He  claimed  distinctly  the  full  pro- 
portion of  Maori  representatives  in  this  House ; 
and  then  he  proceeded  to  claim  the  right  to  vote 
under  our  roll,  because  white  men  were  elected, 
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and  not  Maoris.  It  is  soarcelj  necessary  to  point 
out  that  in  tbat  case  it  would  be  Maoris  who 
would  be  oTer-represented.  First  of  all,  they 
would  be  represented  by  the  full  proportion  of 
Maori  members  ;  and  then  they  would  be  repre- 
sented to  some  extent  by  the  Europeans  who  are 
elected  by  them.  I  think  that  is  claiming  not 
only  justice,  but  something  more  than  Justice ; 
and,  while  I  should  be  willing  to  do  everything 
that  could  be  claimed  io  the  name  of  justice  for 
the  Maoris,  I  do  not  think  it  is  quite  right  to 
ask  for  more  representation  for  the  Maoris  than 
is  enjoyed  by  Europeans.  To  show  the  desire  of 
this  House  to  do  justice  to  the  Natives  in  this  as 
in  other  matters,  I  would  point  out  that  their 
claims  under  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi  have  never 
been  denied  by  this  House.  Their  claims  existed 
until  1867,  and  I  say  deliberately — ^notwithstand- 
ing the  denial  of  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames — that  those  rights  were  only  exercised 
in  a  nominal  degree  before  1867.  It  is  only 
necessary,  in  order  to  prove  that,  to  look  at  the 
total  number  of  Maori  voters,  which  was  quite 
insignificant.  In  consequence  of  their  knowledge 
of  that  fact  it  was  that  the  House  decided  to 
give  special  representation.  If,  therefore,  they 
stood  on  the  rights  of  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi, 
and  the  House  were  willing  to  concede  those 
rights  and  nothing  more,  they  would  at  the  pre- 
sent moment  be  in  a  weak  condition  so  far  as 
representation  in  this  House  is  concerned.  The 
House  was  then,  as  now,  ready  to  do  justice  to 
the  Maoris  in  this  respect  as  in  any  other.  I  will 
say  that  if  there  are  any  members  in  this  House 
— and  I  hope  not — who  try  to  impress  on  the 
Maoris  that  either  the  Government  or  the  House 
is  desirous  of  inflicting  injustice  upon  them,  tliose 
members  are  not  considering  the  good  of  the 
country.  I  think  the  proposal  of  the  honorable 
member  for  New  Plymouth,  that  this  debate 
should  be  adjourned,  is  the  best  solution  of  the 
difficulty.  It  would  enable  the  House  to  come  to 
a  conclusion  as  to  whether  the  Maoris  should 
have  a  right  to  vot«  upon  our  roll,  and  in  what 
way  they  should  have  that  right.  That  question 
can  be  taken  up  on  another  Bill  in  Committee, 
and  decided  upon  that  other  Bill,  and  then  we 
could  resume  this  debate.  For  my  part,  if  any 
mode  can  be  suggested  or  devised  by  which  the 
special  representation — without  inconvenience — 
can  be  gradually  done  away  with,  and  the  Maoris 
allowed  to  merge  into  the  general  race,  I  should 
be  only  too  happy  to  adopt  that  suggestion. 

Sir  G-.  GREY.— Sir,  I  think  that  the  Hon.  the 
Native  Minister  has  hardly  understood  the  pur- 
port of  this  Bill.  I  understood  him  to  say  that 
those  persons  who  assert  that  there  is  an  inten- 
tion to  do  any  injustice  to  the  Natives  by  this  Bill 
say  something  which  is  very  wrong. 

Mr.  BRYCE.—- The  honorable  gentleman  has 
misunderstood  me.  I  said  that  if  any  member  of 
this  House  tried  to  impress  upon  the  Natives  the 
idea  that  it  was  the  deliberate  wi^h  of  the  Go- 
vernment or  of  the  House  to  do  injustice  to  the 
Natives,  in  this  respect  or  any  other,  he  would 
not  be  doing  his  duty  to  the  country.  I  bad  not 
the  honorable  member  in  my  mind. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— I  did  not  think  I  was  alluded 
Jlr.  Bryce 


to  ;  but  what  I  mean  is  this :  The  Bill  does  pro- 
pose to  do  a  great  injustice  to  the  Natives.  That 
is  undeniable.  First  of  all,  passing  back  to  the 
early  portions  of  the  history  of  this  colony,  one 
Native  to-night,  in  very  moving  language,  alluded 
to  the  assistance  the  Natives  had  given  us  when 
we  were  but  few  in  the  country,  and  were  in  a 
great  minority  to  the  Natives.  Perhaps  honor- 
able gentlemen  are  not  aware  that  that  assistance 
went  to  a  much  greater  extent  than  is  generally 
now  recollected  or  put  forward.  The  &tber  of 
the  honorable  gentleman,  the  Native  who  spoke 
to-night,  to  my  knowledge  for  many  months  kept 
in  the  field  a  force  of  five  to  six  hundred  men, 
to  whom  no  pay  was  given  by  Great  Britain  or 
by  the  colony — to  which  body  of  men  no  rations 
ever  were  given  by  Great  Britain  or  the  colony. 
They  were  rationed  by  their  chiefs,  armed  by  their 
chiefs :  even  but  a  small  supply  of  ammunition 
was  given  to  them.  Our  existence  as  a  people  in 
this  country  depended  upon  them ;  and  I  recol- 
lect that  very  honorable  gentleman  who  spoke 
to-night  running  about  my  tent  as  a  little  boy, 
and  that  the  great  ambition  of  his  father  then 
was  that  his  son  should  hereafter  take  part  in 
the  public  affairs  of  this  country,  conjointly  vrith 
the  European  population.  To-night  we  have 
seen  him  here,  and  have  seen  that  advance 
made.  Well,  now,  Sir,  at  that  time  a  distinct 
promise  was  made  to  the  Natives  that  all  rights 
belonging  to  the  European  race  were  also  to 
belong  to  them.  That  was  their  charter  of  rights, 
and  it  was  in  the  belief  that  they  were  to  enjoy 
these  rights  and  privileges  that  they  gave  tbat 
great  assistance  to  us  against  their  own  country- 
men. We  were  told  just  now  by  the  Hon.  the 
Native  Minister  that  it  was  not  until  1867  that 
the  Natives  began  to  any  great  extent  to  exercise 
their  right  of  voting  for  European  members; 
but  what  I  would  ask  the  House  to  reooUect  is 
this:  that  it  was  not  until  the  year  1854  that 
anybody  could  vote  for  a  member :  that  was 
the  time  when  the  Constitution  was  introduced. 
Now,  I  say  that  a  very  remarkable  progress  has 
been  made  from  the  year  1854  to  the  present  day 
in  the  Native  mind  with  regard  to  their  right  of 
voting  for  Europeans.  I  would  next  remind  the 
House  of  this :  that  the  British  race,  above  all 
other  races  in  the  world,  is  supposed  to  be 
capable  of  governing  the  various  nations  amongst 
which  it  spreads,  and  of  gradually  leading  them 
to  adopt  European  laws  and  customs.  Then,  I 
will  go  on  to  say  this :  that  the  great  point  laid 
down  by  all  European  statesmen  is  in  direct 
violation  of  the  principles  of  this  Bill,  or,  rather, 
this  Bill  violates  those  important  principles  which 
Great  Britain  has  maintained  at  great  cost  and 
at  great  risks  for  many  years  past.  No  portion 
of  the  Empire  was  permitted  to  make  difference 
of  colour  and  race  a  reason  for  not  bestowing 
the  rights  of  citizens  upon  the  several  races  who 
might  inhabit  the  country.  In  this  Bill,  for  the 
first  time — or,  rather,  by  the  Legislative  Council 
last  year  for  the  first  time — was  an  attempt  made 
to  set  up  in  New  Zealand  that  odious — I  may  say 
tbat  abominable  doctrine  that  civil  rights  are  to 
depend  upon  the  colour  of  the  population.  That 
is  the  great  principle  of  this  Bill.    I  say  that  it 
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IB  an  unjost  principle,  it  is  a  wrong  principle, 
and  a  principle  wbicn  we  ougbt  not  to  recognize. 
I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  intentionally  it  has 
been  pat  forward  with  the  deliberate  design  of 
doing  an  injustice ;  but  it  certainly  does  the 
greatest  possible  injustice  to  the  Native  race 
who  inhabit  this  country,  and  who  differ  in 
colour  from  ourselves.  It  is  to  tell  them  that 
they  are  to  be  a  race  standing  apart  from  us — 
that  they  are  not  to  hare  the  same  rights  as  we 
have  —  that  they  are  to  be  an  inferior  people ; 
and  I  say  that  no  greater  curse  can  fall  upon 
any  country  than  to  raise  up  in  that  country  a 
race  of  a  different  colour,  or  eyen — I  would  leave 
colour  out  of  the  question — to  raise  up  a  race  in 
that  country  who  are  to  be  told  that  they  are  not 
to  have  the  same  privileges  that  the  great  mass  of 
the  people  are  allowed  to  enjoy.  Nothing  could 
be  more  disastrous  to  our  future,  nothing  could 
be  more  unfair  to  the  Native  race,  nothing  re- 
tards a  race  so  much,  as  to  crush  out  of  their 
hearts  the  belief  that  they  are  in  all  respects 
identical  with  their  fellows  who  occupy  the  same 
country  as  themselves.  It  is  impossible  to  con- 
ceive the  effect  that  a  feeling  of  that  kind  has 
upon  the  mind  ef  any  race  inhabiting  a  country 
vrith  a  race  which  presumes  to  call  itself  superior 
to  the  one  that  is  put  under  the  foot  of  the  other. 
I  hope  the  Gk)vernment  wiU  abandon  that  prin- 
ciple— that  they  will  feel  that  they  owe  it  to  the 
great  nation  of  which  they  are  a  part  to  main- 
tain the  principle  which  that  Empire  main- 
tains in  every  part  of  the  world.  In  South 
Africa  the  coloured  races  vote  equally  with  the 
European  race ;  there  is  no  question  whatever 
as  to  colour.  Sir,  take  the  United  States  —  a 
nation  which  is  probably  actuated  by  a  purer,  or, 
at  all  events,  by  a  deeper  love  of  liberty  than  any 
other  nation  in  the  world.  What  do  they  do? 
At  all  risks  and  at  all  hazards  they  insisted  upon 
the  coloured  population,  the  moment  they  were 
set  free,  exercising  all  the  rights  of  freemen.  It 
was  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  people 
of  the  United  States  that  that  principle  should 
be  carried.  When  slavery  was  abolished  that 
principle  was  acted  upon  —  the  slaves  at  once 
entered  into  the  rights  of  freemen.  Are  we  now 
to  take  away  these  rights  from  a  race  who  have 
shown  themselves  worthy  of  freedom,  whether 
in  the  field  or  in  council,  or  in  any  way  in 
which  they  have  been  tried  ?  Are  we  to  tell 
them  that  they  are  virtually  to  cease  to  be  free- 
men, and  not  have  the  same  rights  that  we  have 
had  given  to  ourselves?  I  am  sure  the  House 
will  not  permit  such  a  thing  to  be  done.  Well, 
Sir,  I  pass  on  to  another  poiut — the  dual  vote. 
The  great  object  last  year  was  to  represent  my- 
self as  the  author  of  the  dual  voting.  I  never 
have  wished  for  the  dual  vote ;  and  there  are 
many  ways  in  which  that  might  be  got  rid  of. 
For  instance,  it  might  be  done  in  this  way: 
Leave  the  Natives  to  vote  as  their  European 
countrymen  vote.  The  honorable  member  for 
Rodney  well  pointed  out  how  that  vote  would 
properly  be  exercised  throughout  the  country. 
Then  there  are  instances  of  many  Parliaments 
throughout  the  Empire  in  which  there  are  mem- 
bers who  are  allowed  to  sit  and  to  speak—to  re- 


present the  views  of  certain  classes,  or  the  views  of 
the  Government — and  yet  are  not  allowed  to  vote. 
Why  should  not  this  House  entertain  such  a 
beneficent  design — it  would  be  a  beneficent  design 
— as  instructing  the  Natives  in  the  art  of  legis- 
lation, instructing  them  in  the  manners  of  a 
great  Assembly  like  this,  and  gradually  raising 
them  to  a  knowledge  of  the  way  in  which  free- 
men conduct  their  debates,  make  their  laws,  and 
impose  their  taxation  ?  Why  not  let  more  mem- 
bers be  returned  to  this  House,  to  sit  here  and 
to  speak  to  their  fellow- men,  but  without  any 
power  of  giving  a  vote,  because  they  have  re- 
turned other  members  to  vote  for  them?  As 
the  Natives  become  accustomed  to  the  habits  of 
a  deliberative  Assembly,  as  they  are  raised  in 
civilization,  let  that  number  of  members  be  de- 
creased and  decreased  until  they  disappear.  I 
only  throw  that  out  as  one  mode  by  which  the 
design  I  understand  the  Government  entertain 
of  training  the  Natives  in  (he  art  of  legislation — 
which  I  consider  to  be  a  beneficent  design — I 
only  throw  that  out  as  one  means  by  which  all 
the  ends  we  seek  may  be  attained,  and  perfect 
justice  be  done  to  the  Native  race.  This  Bill 
contains  other  things  which  show  that  there  is 
intended  to  be  a  difference  made  between  the 
Native  race  and  the  Europeans.  For  example, 
in  another  Bill  we  find  what  are  the  qualifications 
of  a  European  elector.  It  is  stated  that  no  man 
shall  be  capable  of  being  an  elector  who  has  been 
found  guilty  of  felony,  fraud,  or  infamous  offence, 
and  who  has  not  received  free  pardon.  I  objected 
to  that  in  the  European  Bill,  because  I  believe 
that  a  locus  panitentieB  should  be  left  to  all  per- 
sons ;  that  a  man  who  has  been  tried  in  any  Court 
in  this  country,  and  who  has  been  sentenced  by  the 
Judge  to  the  punishment  which  the  law  allots 
for  his  offence — having  undergone  the  punishment 
the  law  has  fixed  to  his  offence — the  moment  that 
is  done  should  be  allowed  to  start  upon  the  career 
of  a  free  man,  and  have  hopes  opened  up  to  him 
once  more  in  the  world — that  the  finger  of  scorn 
should  not  be  pointed  at  him,  but  that  he  should 
be  able  to  enjoy  the  same  rights  as  his  fellow- men 
in  the  country  in  which  he  lives.  If  I  feel  that 
with  regard  to  the  Europeans,  I  feel  more  strongly 
what  is  proposed  to  be  done  to  the  Natives.  A 
Native  criminal  is  to  be  placed  in  a  worse  position 
than  a  European  criminal.  Even  if  he  receives  a 
pardon  he  is  not  to  be  allowed  after  that  to  exer- 
cise the  privilege  of  a  European  with  regard  to 
voting  for  the  return  of  any  member  for  this 
House.  That  shows  that  there  has  been  a  differ- 
ence made  between  the  Natives  and  the  Euro- 
peans. I  say,  therefore,  for  all  the  causes  I  have 
stated,  the  Natives  should  possess  the  same  rights 
as  ourselves — first,  for  the  great  claims  the  Na- 
tives have  upon  our  gratitude  for  the  services 
they  rendered  us  when  first  we  came  into  this 
country  ;  secondly,  upon  the  ground  of  the  pro- 
mise made  to  them  by  our  Queen,  that  they  should 
have  equal  rights  in  all  respects  with  their  Euro- 
pean fellow-subjects  ;  thirdly,  because  the  British 
Parliament,  the  great  British  Legislature,  declared 
in  the  Constitution  Act  that  they  should  have  the 
same  rights  for  returning  members  as  Europeans. 
Then,  again,  because  they  have  had  those  rights 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


Maori 


[HOUSE.]        BepresentoHon  Bill       [Nov.  4 


for  upwards  of  twenty  years — for  fire-and-twenty 
years,  in  point  of  fact — and  never  at  any  time 
wronely  used  those  rights:  in  fact,  if  they  did 
use  those  rights,  it  has  been  for  their  advance- 
ment in  the  knowledge  and  proceeding«  of  civilized 
life.  I  say,  for  all  these  reasons,  and  looking 
to  the  fact  that  no  other  portion  of  the  British 
Empire  has  ever  attempted  to  do  anything  of 
the  kind  proposed,  I  do  trust  this  House  will 
pause  before  it  cuts  off  from  the  Natives  rights 
which  they  have  so  justly  earned,  which  were  so 
rightfully  bestowed  upon  them,  and  which  every 
other  subject  of  the  Queen  in  every  part  of  her 
vast  Empire — an  Empire  greater  than  has  ever  be- 
fore been  seen — enioys.  Throughout  every  part  of 
her  Empire  her  subjects  enjoy  the  same  privileges, 
whatever  may  be  their  colour.  I  adjure  this 
House  to  leave  those  rights  of  the  Natives  undis- 
turbed— to  leave  the  Natives  to  vote  precisely 
as  they  do  at  the  present  time.  I  am  sure  the 
wisest  thing  is  to  drop  this  Bill  for  the  present, 
and  follow  out  the  course  pursued  by  myself  and 
my  colleague,  the  late  Native  Minister — that  is, 
to  allow  a  conference  with  the  Natives  as  to  the 
way  this  vote  shall  be  disposed  of ;  and,  after 
giving  careful  attention  to  the  subject,  either  to 
adopt  some  such   plan  as  I  have  proposed  for 

f'tting  rid  of  the  double  vote  by  degrees,  which 
think  will  be  the  best  plan,  or  adopt  some  other 
plan  which  I  have  no  doubt  the  ingenuity  of 
honorable  members  will  discover.  Let  the  Go- 
vernment drop  this  Bill,  and  leave  the  matter 
exactly  as  they  found  it.  I  should  be  sorry  to  see 
the  stigma  attach  to  the  Ministry — fordoing  that 
for  which  they  would  afterwards  be  sorry — that 
they  were  the  first  Ministry  in  any  portion  of 
the  Empire  to  take  from  tlie  subjects  of  the 
Queen  rights  that  they  possessed,  simply  on  ac- 
count of  their  colour — who  made  a  difference 
between  two  races  in  a  country  where  no  distinc- 
tion of  the  kind  prevailed  before  between  these 
races,  and  which  two  races  it  is  desirable  in 
every  possible  way  to  link  together  for  all  time, 
rather  than  have  disturbing  influences  thrown  in 
between  them  to  embitter  their  feelings  towards 
each  other — to  give  rise  to  a  feeling  of  sorrow,  on 
the  one  part,  for  what  they  have  done,  and,  on 
the  other  part,  a  feeling  of  having  been  subjected 
to  treatment  of  a  kind  which  I  am  sure  will 
ultimately  bring  about  trouble  nnd  ill-will  be- 
tween the  two  races,  and  which  prudence,  justice, 
and  an  adherence  to  rules  which  have  been  in- 
violably observed  in  the  Empire  will  enable  us  to 
tide  over  in  such  a  way  that  peace  and  progress 
may  continue  in  New  Zealand,  and  that  the 
Native  mce  may  not  cease  advancing  to  that  high 
degree  of  civihzation  which  I  am  sure  they  will 
ultimately  attain. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— Sir,  I  do  not  propose  to 
occupy  the  time  of  the  House  for  very  long ; 
but  I  have  a  word  or  two  to  say  with  regard  to 
what  has  fallen  from  the  honorable  member  for 
the  Thames.  He  has  been  pleased  to  say  that  it 
has  fallen  to  the  lot  of  this  Ministry  to  be  the 
first  that  should  bring  down  a  proposal  drawing  a 
distinction  between  the  two  races,  Maori  and 
European,  in  these  islands,  and  that  that  pro- 
posal was  brought  down  simply  and  solely  on 
Sir  G,  Qretf 


acooant  of  the  difference  of  colour.  Well,  Sir, 
there  was  a  vulgarity  about  the  idea  which 
does  not  reflect  credit  on  the  discussion  of  the 
subject  now  before  the  House.  The  honorable 
member  must  know  and  feel  that  an  accusation 
of  that  kind  is  utterly  and  entirely  unjust 
The  honorable  member  began  by  saying  Uiat 
this  Bill  proposed  to  do  a  great  wrong ;  and  then 
he  seemed  to  doubt,  in  his  usual  manner,  and 
used  the  expression  he  then  invariably  uses — 
"  That  was  the  case.  Sir."  This  Bill  proposes  to 
do  no  wrong  whatever;  and  I  was  glad  to  see 
the  Maori  members  get  up  one  after  another  this 
evening,  and  acknowledge  that  they  had  formed 
a  wrong  judgment  of  this  Bill  to  begin  with.  I 
have  not  gone  in  for  patronizing  the  Maoris  on 
the  one  hand,  nor,  on  the  other,  have  I  ignored 
their  just  rights.  That  has  been  the  position  I 
have  always  taken  up  with  regard  to  the  Native 
question  in  the  past,  and  it  is  little  likely  that  I 
should  lend  myself  to  a  Bill  which  would  either 
hand  them  over  to  tjie  pakeha- Maori,  on  the  one 
hand,  or  leave  them  entirely  without  hope  of 
amalgamation  in  this  Assembly  as  members  of 
a  common  Legislature,  on  the  other.  The 
honorable  member  has  said  that  the  great  prin- 
ciple which  has  been  established  in  the  past, 
which  the  British  Parliament  established  in  the 
Constitution  Act,  and  which  this  country  has  ever 
since  recognized,  is  an  equality  of  rights  between 
Maoris  and  Europeans.  Sir,  I  should  like  to 
know  where  that  Act  contains  any  provision  that 
places  the  Maoris  in  this  respect  of  representation 
on  an  equal  footing  with  the  Europeans.  What 
single  clause  does  it  contain  that  really  pro- 
mises to  put  them  on  a  footing  of  equality  in 
the  Representative  Assembly  of  New  Zealand? 
What  has  the  law  given?  The  right  of  pre- 
emption by  the  Crown  over  all  Maori  lands.  It 
must  hnre  been  years  and  years  before,  by  pur- 
chase uiid  acquisition,  the  Maoris  could  have 
obtained  any  real  representation  in  the  Assembly 
under  the  property  qualification  of  the  Constitu- 
tion Act.  Was  it  under  the  household  clause 
that  they  were  to  get  the  qualification  to  vote  for 
members  of  this  llouse  ?  The  thing  is  ridiculous. 
It  was  not  contemplated  by  the  Constitution  Act 
that  they  should  obtain  any  voice  in  the  Legis- 
lature here ;  and  at  the  time  the  Constitution 
Act  was  passed  there  can  bo  no  doubt  that  was 
the  case  With  regard  to  the  Maori  race.  It  was 
then  the  duty  of  the  Crown,  when  entering  on 
the  government  of  a  country  where  there  was  an 
inferior  race — I  do  not,  when  I  say  "  inferior,"  at 
all  question  the  capacity  of  the  Maoris  with  re- 
ference to  the  future  to  protect  the  interests  of 
their  race  —  when  the  Crown  took  possession 
of  a  country,  and  found  in  it  a  race  that  did 
not  speak  the  same  language,  that  had  not  the 
same  ideas,  that  had  not  the  same  modea  or 
capacity  for  dealing  with  the  incoming  race — 
the  Imperial  Government  ought  to  have  main- 
tained, and  did  maintain,  that  protectorate  over 
Maori  interests  until  upon  the  establishment  of 
responsible  government  the  duty  passed  firom  them. 
There  are  those  who  think  the  Crown  should  never 
have  given  up  this  function.  The  moment,  how- 
ever, you    established   responsible   government, 
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tnd  took  over  the  goTemment  of  the  couDtrj, 
And  left  the  Gbvemor  no  longer,  as  he  was,  the 
representatire  of  the  Imperial  QoTemment  in 
Maori  interett^,  from  that  moment  it  became 
neoeiaarj  that  in  the  Legislature  of  the  colon j  the 
Maoris  should  have  a  roice.  But  it  would  have 
been  a  simple  mockery  at  that  time  to  fall  back 
on  the  Constitution  Act.  The  late  Sir  Donald 
McLean  and  others  who  were  interested  in  the 

rtion  at  that  time  said,  "  We  cannot  ignore 
fact  that  they  hare  no  longer  got  the 
lame  protectorate  thej  had,  and,  unless  we  gire 
them  some  form  of  representation  in  the  Legisla- 
ture, their  interests  cannot  be  conserred  under 
the  sjstem  of  responsible  government  in  a  pro- 
gresiive  countrj,  where  the  colonists  are  from  day 
to  day  looking  eagerly  for  land,  and  the  Maori  in- 
terests are  likely  to  be  forgotten  in  the  interests  of 
colonization."  The  honorable  member  speaks  as 
though  great  credit  is  due  to  him  and  his  Qto- 
vemment  for  having  maintained  those  rights  of 
the  Maoris.  What  did  the  late  Native  Minister 
lay  ? — "  We  were  the  first  who  brought  down  an 
Act  which  took  away  privileges  which  existed 
under  the  Constitution  Act."  He  said  that  dis- 
tinctly. He  saw  very  well  that  the  question  of 
representation,  under  the  most  liberal  interpreta- 
tion of  the  Constitution  Act,  could  not  under  that 
Act  be  dealt  with  in  the  interests  of  the  Maoris. 
We  gave  them,  by  a  short  cut,  if  I  may  use  the 
term,  a  representation  in  this  House,  which  I  am 
glad  to  say  they  have  recognized  the  benefit  of, 
and  which  I  am  sure  they  will  not  be  so  foolish 
as  hastily  to  resign.  The  honorable  member 
speaks  of  putting  Maoris  intd  this  House,  to  sit 
here  with  no  power  to  vote,  but  simply  to 
educate  them  up  to  a  certain  point.  I  do  not 
for  a  moment  believe  that  the  Maoris  would  be 
content  to  sit  in  this  House  and  not  record  their 
votes.  They  have  a  pretty  keen  idea  of  the  power 
of  voting,  and  of  the  infiuence  which  it  eives  them 
in  respect  of  Maori  matters,  and  you  wUl  not  find 
them  hastily  givins  up  their  power  of  voting  for 
what  would  be  nothing  short  of  a  miserable  sham. 
The  &ct  is,  that  this  Maori  representation  at  the 
present  time  is  a  thing  that  cannot  be  taken 
away,  that  will  not  be  taken  away,  and  that  no 
Oovemment  dare  attempt  to  take  away.  But 
until  they  are  better  acquainted  with  us — until 
they  spedE  the  English  language,  and  are  better 
acquainted  with  our  customs  and  laws — it  is  per- 
fectly ridiculous  to  talk  of  them  as  a  people  on 
an  equality ;  and  I  always  mistrust,  and  I  hope 
Maori  members  will  mistrust  very  much,  the 
people  who  talk  of  their  being  on  an  equality.  I 
always  think,  when  that  cry  of  equality  comes  up, 
it  oomes  from  those  people  who  are  trying  to 
flatter  them  for  their  own  purposes.  I  have  no- 
thing more  to  say  upon  this  matter.  For  my  own 
part,  I  am  quite  oontent  with  this  measure,  which 
has  been  admitted  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Bodney  and  others  to  be  a  measure  of  unusual 
liberality  to  the  Maoris.  It  has  been  stated  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Bodney  and  the  honor- 
able member  for  Fort  Chalmers  that  this  is  a  Bill 
which  would  give  largely  increased  representation 
to  the  Maoris.  I  am  content,  if  the  House  is 
not  anaoimous  on  thif  meafure,  to  say  that  it 


shall  be  postponed  in  fovour  of  a  proposal  such 
as  that  which  has  been  named  by  the  honorable 
member  for  New  Plymouth.  I  believe  that  this 
is  a  proposal  under  which  the  distinction  be- 
tween the  Maoris  and  Europeans  will  gradually 
taper  off,  and  that  the  measure  we  propose  is 
one  which  ultimately  must  come  to  pass,  and  I 
believe  it  will  attain  that  object  more  easily 
than  any  other  measure.  This  Bill  says  we  re- 
cognize the  Maori  race  as  subjects;  we  give 
them  a  representation,  in  proportion  to  the  num- 
ber of  loyal  subjects  that  are  of  that  race,  equal  to 
that  given  to  Europeans.  Then  it  will  only  be 
a  question  of  time  when  they  will  exercise  the 
privilege  of  speaking  the  same  language  and 
understanding  the  same  laws.  It  is  only  when 
that  time  is  more  fully  come  that  an  absolute 
identity  can  be  established  between  the  two  races. 
I  believe  the  Q-ovemment  have  brought  down  a 
wisely-considered  measure — probably  before  its 
time ;  but  the  time  will  come,  and  it  is  only 
when  it  does  come  that  the  Maoris  will  be  fairly 
and  properly  represented.  They  will  not  be 
represented  by  pakeha- Maoris  and  designing 
people  of  that  class  in  this  House.  They  would 
be  very  much  better  represented  by  their  own 
members  until  such  time  as  a  knowledge  of  our 
language  and  laws  will  afibrd  them  an  opportunity 
of  taking  a  proper  part  in  the  deliberations  of 
this  House,  and  of  forming  a  correct  judgment 
on  the  various  questions  that  come  before  them. 

Mr.  BALLANCE.— Sir,  holding  as  I  do  that 
the  highest  object  of  this  Legislature  is  to  efface 
as  soon  as  possible  the  difference  which  now  exists 
between  the  two  races,  I  cannot  but  express  my 
utmost  dissatisfaction  with  the  speech  of  the 
honorable  gen  tlemau  who  has  just  sat  do wn.  The 
honorable  gentleman  thinks  that  the  measure 
which'  the  Government  have  introduced  is  calcu* 
lated  to  effect  that  amalgamation  of  the  races 
which  he  seems  so  earnestly  to  desire ;  but  when 
he  said  that  the  measure  would  have  the  effect  of 
"  tapering  off" — to  use  the  expression  of  the  Na- 
tire  Minister — the  differences  that  exist  between 
the  two  races,  he  forgot  to  establish  one  important 
conclusion — namely,  how  the  measure  was  to  be 
accomplished. 

Mr.  EOLLESTON.— I  did  not  say  this  mea- 
sure would  be  a  tapering- off  measure. 

Mr.  BALLANCE. — I  understood  the  honor- 
ablo  gentleman  distinctly  to  say  that  that  would 
be  the  effect  of  the  present  measure.  Now,  Sir, 
I  have  looked  upon  this  measure  as  having  the 
very  opposite  effect  —  the  establishing  between 
the  two  races  an  irreconcilable  barrier,  beyond 
which  the  Native  race  could  not  pass.  For  what 
does  it  do  ?  It  intensifies  the  exceptional  repre- 
sentation, and  it  destroys  the  right  which  the 
Natives  have  under  the  Constitution  Act,  and 
which  the  Natives  were  largely  exercising  — 
namely,  to  become  qualified  electors  under  the 
ordinary  electoral  laws  of  the  colony.  This  Bill, 
as  I  say,  absolutely  destroys  that  right.  It 
takes  it  away.  At  least,  this  Bill,  combined  with 
the  Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  accomplishes 
that.  Now,  Sir,  the  honorable  gentleman  has 
referred  to  the  late  Sir  Donald  McLean  as 
I  having  vindicated   this    exceptional  legislation. 
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But  he  also 'forgot  thlB  important  fact :  that  the 
late  Sir  Donald  McLean  only  introduced  the 
special  Representation  Act  as  a  proyisional  and 
temporary  measure,  and  he  expressly  said  that  it 
was  only  to  have  operation  for  a  certain  time,  and 
that  when  that  time  should  lapse  it  would  cease 
— for  this  reason  :  that  the  NatiTOs  would  ulti- 
mately come  to  exercise  and  Talue  the  electoral 
pririleges  which  they  would  enjoy  in  common 
with  the  Europeans  of  the  colony.  So  far,  then, 
from  carrying  out  the  intentions  of  the  late  Sir 
Donald  McLean,  the  Goyemment  are  absolutely 
destroying  that  intention  ;  they  are  attempting 
to  destroy  the  right  which  the  Natives  hare  in 
common  with  the  Europeans.  The  honorable 
gentleman  says  that  he  distrusts  those  people  who 
talk  about  equality.  Sir,  we  have  heojil  a  great 
deal  in  this  House  lately  about  personal  gorern- 
ment.  Now,  I  say  that  where  a  Goyernment 
expressly  encourage  exceptional  legislation  for 
the  Maoris,  and  diminish  the  common  right 
which  the  Maori  has  with  the  European,  they 
are  lending  themseWes  to  personal  government, 
and  are  doing  the  opposite  of  trying  to  minimize 
personal  eoyernment.  He  says  that  the  Bill  pro- 
poses to  do  no  wrong  whatever.  The  question,  to 
my  mind,  is  not  whether  it  is  right  or  wrong: 
the  question  is  entirely  one  of  expediency.  The 
principal  object  should  be  to  attempt  to  place  the 
Native  exactly  on  the  same  basis,  with  regard  to 
his  electoral  privileges,  as  the  European,  to  de- 
clare that  this  exceptional  legislation  should  be 
merely  provisional,  and  that  a  time  should  be 
pointed  to  when  it  should  come  to  an  end  alto- 
gether. If  we  suppose  the  common  electoral 
privilege  taken  away  from  the  Maoris,  and  if  we 
suppose  at  the  same  time  that  they  receive,  as 
they  probably  would  receive  under  this  measure, 
double  the  representation,  what  would  be  the  re- 
sult ?  That  the  Natives  themselves  would  come  to 
value  the  special  legislation  as  the  only  thing  that 
was  worth  having,  and  they  would  be  weaned 
away  from  that  common  privilege  which  they  now 
enjoy  with  the  Europeans.  That  would  be  the 
effect.  I  know  that,  so  far  from  this  common 
right  of  voting  for  Europeans  which  the  Natives 
enjoy  under  the  Constitution  Act  having  had 
the  effect  of  placing  the  Natives  in  the  power 
of  low-caste  whites  or  people  of  bad  reputation, 
as  has  been  hinted  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
at  the  head  of  the  dovemment,  it  has  had  the 
opposite  effect.  I  believe  that,  if  those  members 
who  represent  electoral  districts  in  this  Island 
in  whicn  there  are  Natives  and  Europeans  were 
to  appeal  to  the  Natives  as  well  as  to  Euro- 
peans, the  effect  would  be  the  very  opposite  of 
what  the  honorable  gentlemen  themselves  believe. 
During  the  last  election  I  myself,  for  the  first 
time,  addressed  a  special  meeting  of  Natives, 
and  I  never  attended  any  meeting  which  to  my 
mind  was  more  satisfactory.  The  Natives  lis- 
tened with  great  attention.  Their  questions  at 
the  end  were  practical  and  to  the  point,  and 
not  one  improper  question  was  suggested  or  pro- 
posed. They  took  a  keen  interest  in  the  subjects 
discussed,  and  behaved  with  as  much  order  and 
decorum  as  any  European  audience  could  do.  So 
that  I  believe  the  effect  of  bringing  the  Eoro- 
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peans  and  the  Natives  together,  and  forcing  upon 
the  candidates  the  necessity  of  meeting  the  Maoris 
and  explaining  matters  to  them,  taking  up  their 
grievances  and  representing  them  in  this  House, 
would  have  the  best  possible  effect  on  the  Native 
mind.  The  honorable  gentleman  who  introduced 
this  Bill  told  us  that  the  last  Gbvemment  pro- 
posed to  give  votes  to  Natives  who  paid  no  taxes. 
The  honorable  gentleman  seems  to  have  orer- 
looked  the  fact  that  the  Natives  of  this  Island, 
one  and  all,  pay  probably  as  large  a  share  of 
taxation  through  the  Customhouse  as  the  roast  of 
Europeans  do ;  and  I  will  venture  to  say  that  the 
Natives,  man  for  man,  pay  as  large  a  proportion 
of  the  taxation  of  the  country  as  the  Europeans 
generally  do  ;  and  yet  he  would  deprive  them  of 
the  right  of  the  franchise — why?  Because  they 
pay  no  taxes !  I  sav  the  honorable  gentleman  is 
entirely  deceived,  ^e  Natives  do  pay  a  large 
share  of  the  taxation  of  the  country.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  says  the  Natives  do  not  under- 
stand our  politics ;  and  he  fails  by  his  proposal 
to  give  them  the  opportunity  to  understand  our 
politics.  The  only  means  of  enabling  them  to 
understand  our  politics  would  be  to  place  them 
on  the  same  footing  as  the  Europeans.  A  more 
reasonable  proposal,  and  one  which  would  have 
been  satisfactory  to  both  races,  would  have  been 
to  give  the  Natives  precisely  the  same  franchise 
as  the  Europeans  are  to  have  under  the  Qualifl- 
cation  of  Electors  Bill — to  give  them  the  special 
representation  which  they  at  present  enjoy,  for 
the  present  Parliament,  and  then  to  declare  that 
at  the  end  of  the  present  Parliament  the  special 
representation  should  lapse.  By  thai  time  the 
Natives  and  their  friends  would  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  placing  all  the  Natives,  or  as  many  as 
possible,  on  the  electoral  rolls ;  and  by  the  end 
of  that  time  there  would  be  so  large  a  body  of  Na- 
tives on  the  rolls  that  they  would  come  to  value 
the  electoral  privilege,  and  would  regard  it  aa  a 
satisfactory  substitute  for  the  special  representa- 
tion. That  would  be  by  far  the  soundest  way 
to  deal  with  this  question.  I  do  not  believe  in 
suddenly  taking  away  the  special  representation : 
it  would  injuriously  affect  the  mind  of  the  Natires. 
The  honorable  gentleman  who  introduced  the 
Bill  seemed  to  think  that  the  Natives  would 
suffer  in  the  proportion  of  representation  in  con- 
sequence of  the  property  qualification  which  the 
Europeans  are  to  enjoy  under  the  Qualification 
of  Electors  Bill.  There,  I  think,  the  honorable 
gentleman  reckoned  without  his  host.  I  think, 
if  I  correctly  interpret  the  mind  of  the  House, 
there  is  no  intention  whatever  to  give  the  Euro- 
peans the  dual  vote — the  property  qualification 
— in  several  districts  in  the  colony.  The  mind 
of  the  House  has  been  sufficiently  expressed, 
and  we  may  reasonably  conclude  that  the  inten- 
tion is  to  give  no  man  more  than  one  rote  in 
the  colony.  If  so,  his  argument  on  this  point 
fiills  to  the  ground.  Now,  my  impression  is  that 
the  prevailing  principle  ought  to  be  one  law  for 
both  races — that  that  should  be  the  underlying 
principle  upon  which  all  legislation  should  be 
built  up.  With  regard  to  Europeans  and  Na- 
tives, I  hold  that,  until  we  properly  appreciate 
the  soundness  of  that  principle,  we  shall  always 
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be  blundering  with  regard  to  questions  of  legis- 
lation for  the  Native  race.  It  is  perfectly  true 
that  we  hare  had  too  much  personal  goyern- 
nient  in  this  country,  and  we  have  heard  a  great 
deal  about  the  system  of  personal  government 
carried  on  under  the  last  GoTemraent.  But,  Sir, 
this  system  of  personal  government  was  a  legacy 
handed  down  by  successive  Goyemments,  and  thus 
came  into  the  possession  of  the  last  Gtovernmeiit. 
Every  honorable  member  of  this  House  knows 
that  the  power  nnd  regime  of  the  late  Sir  Donald 
McLean  were  built  up  entirely  in  consequence 
of  his  great  personal  influence,  and  in  conse- 
quence of  the  exceptional  privileges  arising  from 
undefined  money  grants  which  he  had  at  his  dis- 
posal for  the  purpose  of  securing  personal  sup- 
port amongst  the  Natives.  I  say  this  legacy  was 
handed  down,  and  came  into  the  possi'seion  of 
the  last  Government :  but  I  merely  allude  to  that 
incidentallj.  What  I  wished  to  point  out  is 
this:  that  we  have  heard  nothing  to-night  but 
one  series  of  apologies  for  this  system  of  persorial 
ffoyammcnt  from  those  honorable  gentlemen  wlio 
nave  declaimed  so  loudly  against  that  system. 
Surely,  as  they  have  advanced  it  as  a  serious 
charge  against  others,  they  should  have  put  into 
practice  the  opposite  system,  and  what  I  believe 
to  be  the  right  system  —  namely,  the  ordinary 
system  of  government  as  applied  to  Europeans. 
The  opportunities  of  those  honorable  gentlemen 
are  great.  The  time  has  now  arrived  when 
that  maj  be  done  to  a  large  extent.  My  own 
idea  with  regard  to  the  Natives  is  that  dl  our 
difficulties  haye  arisen  in  consequence  of  our 
meddling  with  the  Native  people — that  a  simple 
policy  of  justice  and  firmness  would,  not  only  in 
the  long  run,  but  almost  immediately,  be  most 
conducive  to  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  the 
colony.  I  will  go  very  much  further.  I  hold 
that  nearly  all  the  trouble  that  has  arisen  in  this 
Island  has  been  due  to  the  blunders  of  the  Euro- 
peans, and  to  the  blunders  of  successiye  Govern- 
ments, and  that  it  arises  entirely  from  treating 
the  Natives  under  a  system  of  exceptional  ma- 
chinery, altogether  different  from  the  manner  in 
which  Europeans  are  treated.  It  is  said  the 
Natives  will  not  consent  to  pay  taxes  in  the  same 
way  as  the  Europeans.  Why,  Sir,  if  we  have 
listened  attentively  to  the  speeoJies  of  the  Native 
members,  we  must  have  observed  the  consistent 
and  continual  statement  that  they  were  willing  to 
pay  taxes  the  same  as  the  Europeans,  and  that,  in 
fact,  they  were  proud  of  the  privilege.  I  firmly 
beheve  that,  if  the  Natives  are  asked  to  pay  rates 
the  same  as  the  Europeans,  these  rates  will  be 
paid  willingly,  if  in  their  responsibilities— that  is 
the  important  consideration — they  are  placed  on 
the  same  level  with  the  Europeans.  Now,  Sir, 
when  the  QuaHfioation  of  Electors  Bill  goes  into 
Committee,  I  intend  to  propose  that  the  property 
qualification  be  retained,  subject  to  this  important 
consideration,  that  no  person  shall  have  more 
than  one  vote  in  the  colony.  I  shall  then  move 
that  the  Natives  shall  have  their  freehold  quali- 
fication, and  I  hope  that  that  freehold  qualifi- 
cation will  be  retained,  because  I  say  that  the 
striking-off  a  large  number  of  Natiyes  from  the 
electoral,  rolls  who  are  now  upon  them  is  im- 
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politic  and  unwise,  and  will  create  nothing  but 
dissatisfaction  in  the  Native  mind.  I  am  utterly 
surprised  that  any  Government  that  pretends  to 
understand  the  Native  character  should  make  a 
proposal  BO  utterly  revolutionary  as  that.  We 
know  that  if  we  proposed  to  strike  off  the  Eu- 
ropeans the  utmost  dissatisfaction  would  be  the 
result.  What,  then,  would  be  the  result  in  the 
ease  of  the  Natives?  The  fear  of  this  consequence 
has  been  alluded  to  by  several  Native  members, 
and  I  say  that  nothing  would  create  in  their 
minds  a  greater  sense  of  wrong  than  to  deprive 
them  of  a  right  they  hare  so  long  enjoyed.  Aa 
to  doubling  the  number  of  members,  1  am  not  at 
all  sure  that  the  proposal  would  have  that  effect. 
The  Pr:)mier  said  that  six  or  seven  members  would 
be  returned  in  consequence  of  this  Bill  becoming 
law:  but  that  would  entirely  depend  upon  the 
number  that  would  be  registered  upon  the  rolls. 
We  have  heard  the  Native  members  to-night 
express  the  apprehension  that  few  Natives  would 
allow  themselves  to  be  registered  or  placed  upon 
the  rolls  at  all,  and  we  know  tliat  there  are  certain 
populous  centres  in  Native  districts  in  this  Island 
where  the  Natives  would  refuse  the  electoral 
privilege  altogether.  If  so,  then  it  is  probable 
that  the  representation  will  not  be  increased. 
What  then  would  be  the  position  of  the  Na- 
tives? They  would  feel  themselves  deprived  of 
their  privileges  in  regard  to  the  election  of  Euro- 
pean members;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  they 
would  have  no  greater  privilege  in  respect  of  their 
special  representation.  And  are  honorable  mem- 
bers  prepared  to  face  the  position  that  would 
place  them  in  ?  Are  they  prepared  to  take  away 
the  special  representation  tne  Natives  now  enjoy, 
or  even  run  the  risk  of  taking  it  away? — because  it 
depends  upon  their  being  registered,  and  we  haye 
heard  upon  the  best  authority  to-night  that  thej 
are  unlikely  to  register.  I  hold,  therefore,  that  it 
would  be  unwise  to  proceed  with  this  measure. 
The  only  thing  for  the  GK>yemment  to  do  is  to 
restore  the  franchise  which  they  have  deprived 
the  Natives  of  under  the  Qualification  of  Elec- 
tors Bill,  to  drop  this  Bill  altogether,  and  to 
allow  the  special  representation  to  remain  in 
force  during  the  present  Parliament.  I  re-echo 
the  opinion  of  the  honorable  member  for  New 
Plymouth,  who  said  that  we  should  not  make  this 
a  precedent ;  but  we  have  a  right  to  watch  those 
honorable  gentlemen  and  see  that  they  do  not 
deprive  any  class  of  privileges  which  it  at  pre- 
sent enjoys.  That  appears  to  me  to  be  the  desire 
of  the  Liberal  party  in  this  House,  and  we  are 
determined  that,  while  we  do  not  push  this 
matter  to  extremes,  we  shall  see  that  no  wrong 
is  done  to  any  portion  of  the  community.  I 
believe  the  best  thing  to  do  is  to  hold  oyer  the 
Bill  until  we  see  what  is  done  with  the  Qualifica- 
tion of  Electors  Bill.  The  best  thing  for  the 
Government  is  to  bury  this  Bill  in  the  archives. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE.— The  honorable  member 
for  Wanganui  (Mr.  Ballance)  says  it  is  very  wrong 
for  Parliament  to  take  away  any  privileges  which 
Her  Majesty's  subjects  enjoy  under  the  present 
laws,  and  yet  he  himself  intends  to  propose  a 
resolution,  when  the  Electoral  Bill  comes  on,  to 
deprive  persons  of  the  right  they  now  possess  of 
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voting  in  more  than  one  constituency.  I  entirely 
agree  with  the  honorable  gentleman  with  regard 
to  depriving  those  Europeans  of  that  right ;  and 
BO  far  he  shall  have  my  support.  When  we  come 
again  to  the  question  of  Maori  qualifications,  I 
shall  also  have  the  pleasure,  I  hope,  of  being  in 
the  same  lobhy  with  him,  although  in  a  different 
way  from  that  which  he  proposes.  I  do  not 
intend  to  support  him  or  any  other  honorable 
member  in  giving  the  Maoris  a  right  to  vote  upon 
the  freehold  qualification  in  the  election  of  Euro- 
pean members  of  this  House.  But  I  shall  sup- 
port, and,  if  necessary,  bring  forward,  a  proposal 
for  giving  Maoris  a  right  to  vote  for  Europeans 
in  thofe  constituencies  where  Maoris  cboose  to 
allow  themselves  to  be  put  upon  the  rate-roll  and 
pay  rates.  At  the  same  time,  I  shall  endeavour 
to  have  a  clause  introduced  which  will  deprive 
them  also  of  the  right  of  voting  in  two  constitu- 
encies :  that  is  to  say,  if  they  choose  to  vote  for 
a  European  member  they  shall  not  be  upon  the 
roll  to  vote  for  a  Maori  member.  Suppose  we 
have  no  safeguards  such  as  I  have  indicated,  just 
consider  the  position  we  should  be  in  in  some  con- 
stituencies. We  have  already  seen  that  the  con- 
trolling influence  in  one  constituency  is  the  Maori 
vote.  I  am  not  going  to  find  fault  with  the 
representative  who  has  been  sent  from  that  con- 
stituency, but  I  do  say  that  there  have  been  cir- 
cumstances connected  with  that  constituency  in 
quite  recent  matters  which  no  member  of  this 
House  can  at  all  be  proud  of.  Therefore,  with 
this  observation,  I  will  drop  that  constituency 
and  go  to  my  own.  In  the  Province  of  Taranaki 
I  apprehend  that,  were  the  Maoris  allowed  to 
vote  for  Europeans,  if  they  were  put  in  every 
respect  on  the  same  footing  as  Europeans,  we 
should  have  at  least  fifteen  hundred  persons 
added  to  the  rolls  of  the  district.  What  would 
be  the  effect  of  that  ?  Would  it  not  be  that  any 
person  who  should  assume  an  independent  atti- 
tude, who  should  simply  endeavour  to  come  to 
this  House  to  do  his  duty  to  his  country,  without 
reference  to  the  prejudices  or  passions  of  his  dis- 
trict, would  have  no  chance  whatever  of  being 
returned  ?  He  would  have  to  address  himself  to 
a  large  constituency  which  could  by  no  possibility 
understand  the  questions  which  must  interest 
him,  and  must  interest  them  if  they  could  only 
comprehend  those  questions.  The  votes  of  a 
large  portion  of  the  constituency  would  be  entirely 
at  the  beck  and  call  of  persons  who  could  get 
at  them  either  by  speaking  their  language  or  by 
pandering  to  their  passions.  That  would  be  an 
unfortunate  position  for  any  constituency,  and  in 
one  district  there  would  be  three  constituencies 
in  tliat  position.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I 
cannot  agree  to  any  law  which  would  bring  about 
that  state  of  affairs.  It  has  been  said  by  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames  that  in  no 
part  of  the  British  Empire  is  there  a  distinction 
on  account  of  colour.  He  is  right  nominally,  but 
he  is  not  right  at  bottom.  There  is  no  law  with 
regard  to  colour,  but  he  is  wrong  when  he  pre- 
tends to  say  that  there  is  no  distinction  in  re- 
gard to  race.  The  largest  portion  of  the  British 
Empire  — '  India  —  is  ruled  by  Europeans.  The 
officers  of  the  army  are  European  ;  and  so  also 
Colonel  TrimbU 


with  the  Civil  Service:  only  the  common  ser- 
vants of  the  Q-ovemment  are  native.  Even  in 
the  West  Indies  the  circumstances  of  the  two 
races  are  entirely  different.  Voting  power  there 
goes  with  property,  and  the  more  civilized  race 
is  necessarily  at  the  head  of  affairs.  Here,  on 
the  other  hand,  you  are  making  the  sufifrage 
universal,  and  consequently  a  large  proportion 
of  the  representation  must  necessarily  be  at  the 
mercy  of  persons  whose  modes  of  thought  are 
entirely  different  from  those  of  Europeans,  with 
this  further  di««abihty :  that  they  do  not  under- 
stand the  language ;  that  candidates  would  have 
no  means  of  getting  to  them  to  explain  the  posi- 
tion, no  means  of  showing  their  sympathies  or 
thoughts  on  the  ^reat  questions  which  should 
influence  the  election.  If  we  were  only  to  drop 
the  whole  question  as  between  this  Ministry  and 
the  last  Ministry,  and  this  party  or  the  other 
party  in  the  House,  and  look  to  the  general 
expression  of  opinion  which  has  been  already 
given,  we  should  come  to  some  such  conclusion 
as  this,  subject  of  course  to  modifications:  We 
should  continue  the  Maori  representation  until 
the  Maoris  are  in  such  a  condition  that  they 
can  come  upon  equal  terms  with  ourselves  into 
the  arena.  But  I  think  there  is  a  general  feel- 
ing that  this  special  representation  should  not 
be  at  present  much  increased,  if  increased  at 
all.  Then  we  should  provide  for  their  gradual 
incorporation  in  European  constituencies,  and 
upon  the  basis  of  paying  rates.  In  the  Bill 
which  next  comes  before  us  a  clause  might  be 
very  well  introduced  providing  for  this.  I  would 
make  it  optional  which  constituency  the  Maori 
voter  would  choose  to  belong  to.  Under  this 
provision  the  Maoris  would  gradually  oome 
round  to  our  ideas;  they  would  gradually  get 
used  to  our  mode  of  voting  as  they  learn  our 
language ;  they  would  more  and  more  be  entered 
upon  the  European  roll  rather  than  upon  the 
Maori  roll;  and,  in  the  course  of  years — far 
more,  I  am  afraid,  than  the  honorable  member 
for  Wanganui  anticipates  —  they  would  become 
part  and  parcel  of  our  ordinary  constituencies. 
Then,  of  course,  the  Maori  special  representation 
might  be  done  away  with.  If  we  drop  the  idea 
of  looking  at  this  question  either  from  a  Minis- 
terial or  from  an  Opposition  point  of  view,  some- 
thing like  what  I  have  indicated  will  be  the 
result. 

Mr.  MOSS.— -I  think  the  House  must  have  felt 
considerable  surprise  when  they  found  the  Go- 
vernment and  the  party  which  spent  so  much 
time  and  exerted  itself  so  much  in  denouncing 
what  was  called  the  Maori  dual  vote,  coming  down 
with  a  Bill  proposing  to  perpetuate  that  dual  vote, 
and  to  fix  it  as  an  institution  of  the  country  for 
all  time  to  come.  This  Maori  Kepresentation 
Bill  really  is  the  dual  vote.  I  maintain,  and  al- 
ways have  maintained,  that  the  right  to  vote  with 
Europeans  is  the  inherent  right  of  the  Maoris, 
that  we  cannot  take  it  from  them,  and  that  any 
attempt  to  do  so  will  recoil  on  our  heads.  It  wiJl 
be  an  act  of  gross  injustice  which  it  will  not  be 
safe  for  the  Europeaus  to  permit,  because,  if  we 
allow  the  Maoris  to  lose  the  votes  which  they  now 
have,  for  the  reasons  alleged  by  various  members 
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— especiallj  by  the  honorable  member  for  Grej 
and  Bell — it  will  not  be  long  before  we  find  a 
party  arising  in  this  House  prepared  to  use  the 
same  arguments  against  what  they  will  call  the 
most  ignorant  part  of  the  European  population 
—  those  who  do  not  hold  property  —  and  who, 
they  will  declare,  are  unfitted  to  use  the  fran- 
chise intrusted  to  them.  Every  argument  used 
against  the  Maori  has  been  used  in  some  past 
time,  and  is  used  now  in  England  to  a  great 
extent  by  some  people,  to  show  that  a  very  large 
proportion  of  their  fellow-countrymen  are  not 
fit  to  bo  trusted  with  the  suffrage.  I  hope  it 
will  not  be  allowed  to  weigh  with  honorable  mem- 
bers for  one  moment.  I  am  sure,  also,  that  (he 
evils  attached  to  the  Maori  vote  are  greatly  ex- 
aggerated. The  Minister  of  Lands  derided  the 
idea  of  giving  Maoris  the  vote,  and  told  us  that 
it  would  throw  them  into  the  hands  of  pakeha- 
Maoris.  I  shoidd  like  to  ask  whether  honorable 
members  who  represent  Maoris  in  this  House  can 
be  called  pakeha-Maoris.  The  honorable  member 
for  Clive  represents  a  large  number  of  Maoris,  and 
the  honorable  member  for  Kaiapoi  has  himself 
said  that  he  has  a  great  many  Maoris  in  his  con- 
stituency. Then,  with  regard  to  the  honorable 
member  for  the  East  Coast,  can  we  say  that  he  is 
not  a  worthy  representative  of  the  Maoris  in  his 
district  ?  Then,  again,  the  honorable  member  for 
Napier  (Mr.  Sutlon),  and,  if  I  mistake  not,  his 
colleague  for  that  constituency  (Captain  Russell), 
owe  their  seats  to  the  votes  of  Maori  electors  at 
last  elections.  They  absolutely  hold  their  seats 
by  the  majority  they  obtained  of  Maori  electors. 
Ihey  were  defeated  in  the  Town  of  Napier  itself, 
and  they  gained  the  votes  in  the  neighbouring 
districts  among  tho  Maoris.  That  is  what  gave 
us  the  opportunity  of  having  these  honorable 
gentlemen  with  us.  Are  these  gentlemen  the 
pakeha-Maoris  into  whose  hands  we  are  throwing 
the  power,  as  we  were  told  by  the  Minister  of 
Lands  that  we  should  do  if  we  allowed  the  Maoris 
to  exercise  the  vote  with  Europeans  ?  Then  the 
honorable  member  for  Wanganui  (Mr.  Ballance) 
has  told  us  that  he  represents  a  large  number 
of  Maoris  here  this  evening.  I  mention  these 
facts  to  show  how  greatly  we  are  exaggerating 
the  evil  of  allowing  Maoris  to  be  on  the  Euro- 
pean rolls.  I  have  had  opportunities  of  seeing 
them  voting  —  of  seeing  how  they  behave  on 
these  occasions.  I  wish  they  were  more  fit  to 
exercise  the  vote,  but  feel  that  it  is  only  by  ad- 
mitting them  to  the  vote  that  we  shall  do  any 
good.  There  are  two  evils :  we  must  make  the 
choice  of  two  evils,  and  I  believe  that  by  far  the 
lesser  evil  is  to  admit  them  on  the  roll,  and  gradu- 
ally train  them  to  habits  of  thought  such  as  in- 
fluence ourselves.  The  Minister  of  Lands  seems 
to  be  of  a  difierent  opinion.  I  was  much  surprised 
to  hear  him  still  maintain  the  doctrine  that  we 
ought  to  maintain  the  protectorate  over  Maori 
interests  —  that  wo  should  always  maintain  it. 
That  is  the  doctrine  we  now  hear  from  honor- 
able members  on  the  Government  benches  who 
have  denounced  personal  government — who  have 
declared  that  personal  government  of  the  Maoris 
was  one  of  the  greatest  evils.  Now  we  find  it  is 
the  deliberate  opinion  of  one  of  the  most  influen- 


tial members  of  the  GoTemme nt  that  we  ought 
always  to  maintain  the  protectorate  over  the 
Maori  interests — that  we  snould  still  maintain  it, 
and  treat  them  as  though  they  were  not  British 
subjects  and  entitled  to  the  same  privileges  as  we 
are  ourselves.  The  honorable  member  asked  what 
right  the  Constitution  gave  to  the  Maoris.  I 
say  the  Constitution  gave  to  the  Maoris  every 
right  of  British  subjects  which  we  possess.  Can 
honorable  members  show  us  one  smgle  right  of 
which  they  were  deprived  ?  There  was  an  agree- 
ment made  with  respect  to  pre-emptive  right  to 
Native  land ;  but  in  all  matters  of  government 
—  in  all  matters  of  law  —  they  were  placed  on 
exactly  nn  equality  with  ourselves  :  and  that 
equality  I  trust  we  shall  make  it  one  of  our  moat 
earnest  endeavours  to  maintain.  The  honorable 
member  also  said  that  to  give  Maori  members  a 
seat  in  this  House  without  a  vote  would  be  a 
miserable  sham,  and  declared  the  thing  was  un- 
heard of  in  any  Legislature.  Why,  in  one  of 
the  greatest  Legislatures  in  the  world,  the  United 
States  Legislature,  there  sit  a  large  number  of 
members,  representing  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
intelligent  people  in  what  are  called  the  Terri- 
tories— they  sit  there  with  the  right  to  take  part 
in  all  the  debates,  but  without  the  right  to  vote. 
Yet  the  honorable  member  says  this  is  an  un- 
heard-of idea,  and  not  practised  in  any  Legislature 
in  the  world.  I  have  no  doubt,  with  a  little  care- 
ful looking  up,  one  would  find  many  other  cases  iu 
which  it  is  practised.  It  seems  a  course  which 
would  recommend  itself  to  the  common  sense  of 
every  one  of  us.  It  would  be  a  great  gain  to  the 
Maori  members  in  the  House.  It  would  save 
them  from  much  intrigue  and  from  much  trouble 
if  they  took  part  in  the  proceedings  with  the 
European  members,  but  at  the  same  time  with- 
out a  right  to  rote.  Then,  as  to  tho  argument 
!  that  the  Maoris  ought  only  to  vote  when  we 
;  allow  them  to  be  put  on  the  rate- roll,  we  are 
'  not  asking  them  to  allow  us  to  put  them  on  the 
j  rate-roll.  The  time  will  come  when  we  shall  do 
so,  whether  they  like  it  or  not.  That  argument, 
I  therefore,  has  no  weight  at  all.  That  they  are 
I  not  put  upon  the  rate-roll  at  present  is  a  matter 
I  simply  of  temporary  policy  and  temporary  ex- 
I  pediency.  We  think  it  would  be  harsh  and  un- 
I  fair  to  force  upon  them  greater  sacriGces  than 
I  would  be  forced  upon  Europeans.  K  we  put 
them  on  the  rate-roll,  and  insisted  on  their  paying 
rates  just  now,  it  would  be  ruinous  to  them. 
As  a  matter  of  policy,  as  a  matter  of  considera- 
tion, and  as  a  matter  of  expediency,  we  refrain 
from  doing  so  at  present.  But  we  have  power 
to  do  so  at  any  time,  and  that  power  will  most 
assuredly  be  exercised  as  time  rolls  on.  Are  we 
to  say  that  we  exercise  that  power  over  them, 
and  that  they  shall  not  have  the  same  vote  as 
ourselves?  No  ;  it  will  not  bear  a  moment's 
reflection.  Why  should  we  raise  a  pale,  and  say 
that  one  part  of  the  population,  within  that  pale, 
shall  exercise  certain  privileges,  and  that  the 
'  other  part — the  Maori  population — shall  be  with- 
out that  pale,  and  have  no  voice  in  the  legislation 
[  they  are  bound  to  obey  ?  In  discussing  this  ques- 
tion we  are  doing  so  under  very  great  incon- 
venience from  the  manner  in  which  the  G^vern- 
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ment  hare  brought  down  these  Bills  to  ns  in 
dribblets.  On  this  point  I  wonld  quote  the  words 
of  the  honorable  gentleman  who  represented  the 
Waikato  District,  and  who  is  now  a  member  of 
the  Goremment,  to  show  the  inconvenience  of 
the  course  the  GoTernment  are  now  pursuing  : — 

"In  framing  a  measure  of  this  kind  there 
ought  to  be  a  complete  code.  The  whole  ought 
to  hare  been  put  before  us  at  once,  when  we 
should  have  been  able  to  see  how  the  different 
parts  fitted  with  one  another,  and  whether  each 
was  consistent  with  the  other.  But  we  have  got 
this  new  electoral  scheme  by  dribblets.  First  of 
all  we  get  the  present  Bill,  next  we  are  to  have 
one  dealing  with  representation,  and  then  we  are 
to  have  another  Bill  affecting  the  Natiyes.  Whj 
could  not  all  these  have  been  put  before  us  in 
one  form  and  at  once,  so  that  we  could  see  how 
the  parts  fitted  in  with  the  one  we  have  P  " 

I  shall  add  nothing  to  this  to  show  the  incon- 
venience of  the  course  wliich  is  now  being  pur- 
sued. We  are  discussing  these  Bills  by  dribblets. 
and  it  is  impossible  to  take  a  connected  view  of 
the  whole ;  and,  if  wo  are  not  very  careful  in 
considering  the  amendments  suggested  to  us,  we 
shall  make  a  very  great  me^s  of  the  whole  affair. 
It  will  rest  with  every  individual  member  of  this 
House  to  watch  these  Bills  most  closely,  and  to 
introduce  wliat  he  may  consider  amendments. 
He  will  be  bound  also  to  see  that  in  introducing 
these  amendments  he  is  not  destroying  the  unity 
of  the  Bill.  I  will  confine  myself  on  this  occa- 
sion to  the  Bill  before  the  House,  and  I  sincerely 
hope  that  it  will  be  withdrawn,  or  that  the 
amendment  that  it  be  read  a  second  time  this 
day  three  months  will  be  carried.  I  look  upon  the 
Bill  as  having  nothing  at  all  to  recommend  it. 
If  it  be  the  intention  to  add  to  the  number  of 
Maori  members,  then  I  say  it  is  a  sham,  for  it 
will  not  do  so.  If  it  be  not  intended  to  add  to 
their  number,  then  I  say  the  Bill  is  unnecessary, 
for  we  have  already  a  Bill  which  has  given  the 
Maoris  satisfaction,  and  of  which  they  do  not 
complain.  Then,  why  introduce  this  Bill  at  all  ? 
The  sooner  we  get  rid  of  it  and  go  to  the  other 
work  before  us,  the  better.  As  to  the  statement 
that  the  Maoii  electors  will  be  in  the  hands  of 
the  pakeha-Maoris,  honorable  members  who  have 
had  any  experience  of  the  Maoris  must  know 
such  is  not  the  case — must  know  that  they  have 
minds  of  their  own — that  they  are  always  divided 
into  two  classes,  and  are  always  influenced  by 
persons  in  whom  they  hare  confidence.  Is  that 
not  the  case  with  Europeans  ?  Do  they  not  trust 
to  those  in  whom  they  have  confidence?  But 
if  we  want  an  instance  patent  to  us  all  to  show 
that  the  Maoris  can  act  independently,  to  show 
that  they  have  minds  of  their  own,  to  show  that 
they  have  a  sense  of  honor  which  is  precious  to 
them,  we  have  only  to  recollect  the  scene  which 
took  place  here  the  other  night,  when  a  Maori 
Minister  threw  up  his  portfolio  and  walked  across 
the  floor  of  the  House,  and  took  his  seat  on  those 
benches — a  Minister  who  would  not  t-it  on  the 
Government  benches  when  he  was  unable  to  do 
good  to  the  people  he  represented.  I  say  that 
was  a  most  noble  example.  When  we  find  a  chief 
of  their  race  acting  in  that  way,  so  thoroughly 
Mr.  Moi9 


interesting  himself  in,  and  so  thoroughly  iden- 
tifying himself  with,  the  welfare  of  those  he 
represents,  as  to  act  in  such  an  unselfish  manner, 
we  may  well  understand  the  influence  which 
these  chiefs  have  over  the  rest  of  their  people.  I 
think  it  would  be  wrong — I  might  almost  say,  to 
my  mind  infamous  in  the  highest  degree — if  we 
attempted  to  take  from  the  Maori  electors  privi- 
leges which  they  have  so  long  enjoyed,  while  we 
are  at  the  same  time  extending  the  privileges  of 
their  European  fellow-subjects. 

Captain  RUSSELL. — The  honorable  member 
who  has  just  sat  down  was  pleased  to  allude  to 
me  as  a  good  specimen  of  the  pakeha-Maori.  I 
have  had  various  compliments  paid  me,  and 
various  charges  levelled  at  me ;  but  I  have  never 
before  been  called  a  pakeha-Maori.  I  do  not  know 
whether  on  this  occasion  I  should  take  the  state- 
ment as  a  compliment  or  as  a  charge  against  me. 

Mr.  MOSS. — I  did  not  say  the  honorable  mem- 
ber was  a  pakeha-^Iaori.  I  said  the  honorable 
gentleman  was  a  representative  of  Maoris,  and 
we  had  been  told  by  the  Minister  of  Lands  thnt 
if  we  gave  them  the.  vote  they  would  fall  into  the 
hands  of  the  pakeha-Maori. 

Captain  RUSSELL.  —  I  hope  the  honorable 
gentleman  does  not  think  I  wish  him  to  apolo- 
gize. I  will  accept  it  as  a  compliment.  I  wish 
to  correct  the  honorable  gentleman  on  one  point. 
He  told  the  House  that,  having  had  a  minority  of 
votes  in  the  Town  of  Napier,  I  was  returned  to 
this  House  by  a  majority  of  Maori  votes  in  the 
country.  I  should  have  been  fortunate  under 
such  circumstances.  It  is  immaterial  to  mo 
whether  the  Maoris  or  the  pakehas  returned  rae. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  however,  it  is  not  the  case  that 
I  was  returned  by  a  majority  of  Maori  votes.  The 
election  was  won  by  about  seventy  -  eight  votes, 
and  I  am  certain  that,  although  I  got  a  majority 
of  Maori  votes,  they  did  not  decide  the  election. 
Even  supposing  it  was  so,  I  see  no  reason  why  I 
should  not  be  returned  by  Maori  votes.  I  believe 
this  to  bo  the  case — and  there  are  honorable 
members  present  who  cannot  deny  it :  that  the 
bulk  of  those  votes  were  put  on  the  electoral  roll 
with  the  express  object  of  keeping  me  out  of 
the  House.  On  the  first  occasion  I  addressed 
the  electors  when  seeking  a  seat  in  this  House,  I 
said  that,  Maori  votes  having  been  put  on  the 
roll  by  certain  persons  against  my  interest,  in 
all  probability  the  Maoris  would  change  their 
opinion  in  a  very  short  time,  and  that  thej 
would  be  of  material  assistance  to  me.  Such  has 
turned  out  to  be  the  case.  I  most  thoroughly 
support  the  idea  of  granting  the  suffrage  to  the 
Maoris — that  is,  the  pamo  suffrage  as  is  given  to 
Europeans.  There  are,  however,  difllcultic?  in  the 
way  which  I  should  be  most  happy  to  get  over, 
if  it  were  possible  to  do  so.  In  listening  to  the 
speech  of  the  honorable  member  for  Wanganui 
(Mr.  Ballance)  there  was  a  good  deal  with  which  I 
agreed,  but  I  could  not  understand  him  altogether. 
At  one  time  he  appeared  anxious  to  give  the  suf- 
frage pure  and  simple  to  Maoris  and  Europeans 
alike,  and  shortly  afterwards  he  talked  about  a 
property  qualification  for  Natives,  which  should 
be  concurrent  with  special  representation.  Here, 
Sir,  I  do  not  entirely  follow  him.   I  entirely  agreed 
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with  him  at  that  part  of  his  speech  where  he  said 
that  he  would  wish  to  maintain  the  special  repre- 
aentation  until  the  end  of  the  present  Parliament, 
and  would  then  abolish  it  altogether.    The  main 
difficulty,   as   it  appears  to  me,  is  this :    that, 
whereas  members  have  spoken  of  the  Constitution 
Act,  and  have  said  that  we  should  not  raise  any 
distinction  on  account  of  colour  betvreen  the  Eu- 
ropean and  the  Native,  they  have  entirely  ignored 
the  fact  that  it  was  not  so  much  the  Europeans 
who  wished   to   raise   this  distinction,  but  the 
Maoris  themselves.     Every  Maori  member  who 
has  spoken  this  evening  has  said  that  ho  objected 
to  the  special  representation   being   done   a^ray 
with.     If  the  Legislature  is  prepared  to  do  away 
with  special  representation,  I  believe  in  a  veir 
short  time — this  session,  perhaps— the  House  will 
agreo  to  give   them  the  very  same  representa- 
tion ;   but  the  Maori  members  do  not  agree  to 
that.      They  are  pleased  with  the  principle  of 
the  Bill,  though  they  are  displeased  with  one  or 
two  of  the  details  of  the  Bill.    Though  I  am 
myself  fully  prepared  to  extend  to  the  Natives 
the  same  rights  as  we  have  our.^elves,  I  do  not 
admit  the  theory  that  their  right,  as  the  honor- 
able member  has  said,  is  inherent,  because  no  man 
has  an  inherent  right  to  take  part  in  the  govern- 
ment of  a  country  unless  he  submits  himself  to 
all  the  laws  and  responsibilities.     Once  a  Maori 
submits  himself  to  all  the  laws  and  responsibilities, 
we  understand  that  he  places  himself  on  terms  of 
equality  with  everybody  else.    But,  unfortunately, 
we  are  not  in  that  position.     It  is  an  undeniable 
fact  that  the  Maoris  are  not  willing  at  the  present 
time  to  submit  entirely  to  our  laws.    Whether  in 
active  hostilities,  such  as  now  on  the  West  Coast 
and  the  Thames  District,  or  in  passive  hostility, 
as  in  the  King  country  at  the  present  time,  the 
fact  remains  that  they  do  not  submit  themselves 
to  our  laws,  and,  consequently,  it  is  a  matter  of 
impossibility  they  should  be  placed  on  the  same 
footing  as  ourselves.     My  object  would  be  to  try 
and  place  them  identically  on  the  same  footing  as 
ourselves,  and  by  so  doing  I  heheve  we  shall  more 
speedily  do  away  with  the  Native  difficulty  thnn 
by  any   other   means.      An   honorable  member 
(Mr.   Tawhai),  in  speaking   to-night,  said    that 
the  Natives  would  not  take  the  trouble  to  place 
themselves  upon  the  electoral  roll,  and  therefore 
they  would   bo   disfranchised.      If  that   be   tlie 
case,  it  is  evident  the  Maoris  cannot  seriously 
care  for  electoral  privileges  if  they  will  not  take 
the  trouble  to   register   their   names.      Honor- 
able members  cannot  forget  that  the  honorable 
member  (Mr.  Tawhai)  said  the  other  day  that 
if  this  special   representation  were  taken   from 
them  in  his  district  they  would   block  up  the 
roods  and  take  away  the  telegraphs.     At  least 
what  he  said  was  something  identical  with  that. 
Tlie  suggestion  of  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames  (Sir  Gr.  Grey)  pleased  me.     I  think  that 
as  soon  as  possible  we  should  allow  the  Natives 
to  come  upon  the  same  roll  as  ourselves  j  but,  as 
*e  cannot  do  away  with  special  representation, 
i  ^o^'d   be  a   very   good   thing   to   allow   the 
Maoris  to  come  in  hero  and  sit  and  take  part  in 
the  debat<?8,  and  I  would  have  no  objection  to 
tncir  recording  their  votes  in  connection  with 


matters  solely  affecting  the  Maoris.  That  is  to 
say,  they  should  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  im- 
position of  taxation.  The  argument  used  by  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames  (Sir  G-.  Grey), 
that  we  should  be  not  only  setting  a  good  ex- 
ample, but  following  the  custom  of  the  Empire, 
by  allowing  subject-nations  to  take  part  in  the 
government  of  tlieir  country,  was  sound,  and  was 
not  answered  by  the  honorable  member  for  Grey 
and  Bell  when  alluding  to  the  occupation  of 
India.  I  think  it  is  a  recognized  fact  amongst 
the  most  thoughtful  Indian  statesmen  that  tlie 
good  and  peaceful  government  of  that  country  can 
never  be  assured  until  the  natives  take  part  in  the 
government ;  and  not  only  the  lower  offices,  but 
many  of  the  higher  offices  are  being  opened  to 
competition,  and  the  natives  of  India  are  invited 
to  undergo  competitive  examination,  and  take 
part  in  the  Civil  Service  of  the  country.  I  need 
only  allude  to  the  trial  of  the  Gaikwar  of  Barodi, 
when  three  of  the  principal  princes  of  In<'.ia 
were  requested  to  sit  and  try  him,  along  with 
three  or  four  Europeans ;  and  this  was  viewed  by 
Indians  as  a  great  concession  in  their  favour.  The 
difficulty  remains — What  are  we  to  do  with  this 
question  ?  The  Natives  themselves  are  certainly 
not  willing  to  give  up  the  special  representation. 
It  is  very  well  for  us  to  theorize  as  to  what  is  best 
for  them,  but  they  object  altogether  to  having 
the  special  representation  taken  away  from  them. 
Whether  you  take  the  Native  aside  and  talk  to 
him  privately,  or  meet  him  in  this  House,  you 
will  find  him  objecting  to  having  the  special 
representation  taken  away.  They  say  openly 
that  they  do  not  care  for  the  privilege  of  voting 
for  European  members.  I  think,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, we  shall  meet  their  views  best  by 
allowing  special  representation  to  continue  for  a 
short  time  longer ;  and  I  should  like  to  see  them 
granted  a  property  or,  rather,  a  ratepaying  quaUfi- 
cation,  to  vote  for  Europeans.  I  believe  that  to 
be  the  lesser  of  two  evils,  because  the  Bill  as  at 
present  docs  not  commend  itself  to  my  mind.  I 
cannot  help  feeling  that,  if  we  had  six  or  eight 
Native  members  sitting  in  this  House,  they  would 
possess  an  absolute  control  which  would  be  as  dis- 
tasteful to  Europeans  as  the  taking  away  of  the 
special  representation  would  be  to  the  Maoris. 
As  wc  have  to  suit  our  circumstances  from  day  to 
day  to  the  exigences  of  the  moment,  I  think  all 
we  can  hope  to  do  is  to  perpetuate  the  present 
special  representation  until  the  end  of  the  present 
Parliament ;  and  then  I  hope  that  we  may  abolish 
it  altogether.  But  I  think  that  now  is  the  time 
we  should  deal  with  it.  I  do  not  approve  of 
putting  this  Bill  off  altogether.  My  reason 
ngninst  voting  for  the  Bill  would  he  this :  that 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that,  so  long  as  there  is 
special  Maori  representation  in  the  House,  so  long 
will  there  be  an  clement  about  it  which  will 
always  be  the  subject  of  a  very  great  amount  of 
intrigue ;  and  I  think  we  should  bo  more  likely  to 
get  an  impartial  Bill  passed  when,  as  now,  there 
is  no  probability  of  a  dissolution,  and  when  there 
is  no  dominant  party  on  one  side  of  the  House  or 
the  other.  We  shall  get  a  fair  Representation 
Bill  passed  when  the  Government  sitting  in  the 
House  is  not  likely  to  be  affected  by  it. 
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Mr.  TAINTJI. — Sir,  I  have  something  to  saj 
with  regard  to  this  Bill  that  has  been  brought 
down  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  the  repre- 
sentation of  the  Maoris.  My  idea  is,  that  the 
Government  should  take  back  this  Bill,  because 
there  are  certain  principles  in  it  which  are  not  at 
all  equal.  They  should  withdraw  it  with  a  view 
to  looking  over  it  carefully  and  making  the  neces- 
sary alterations  that  are  required.  With  regard 
to  the  period  from  the  year  186S  to  1870,  when 
that  Representation  Bill  was  first  allowed  on 
behalf  of  the  Maori,  there  were  no  measures 
brought  down  in  this  House  or  passed  affecting 
the  Native  people.  It  was  not  until  1871,  when 
the  Maori  members  were  in  this  House,  that  they 
discovered  certain  laws  which  were  very  good  for 
the  Maoris.  From  that  period  the  Maoris  be- 
came aware  of  the  fact  of  good  laws  existing  for 
them,  and  they  commenced  from  that  time  (o 
send  in  petitions  relating  to  their  grievances. 
The  Maoris  have  thought  over  the  thing,  and 
have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  laws  aflecting 
them  are  softening  more  in  their  nature  as  things 
go  on,  and  now  I  say  this  Bill  should  be  milder 
in  principle  than  anything  hitherto  obtained. 
In  the  year  1873,  when  the  electoral  roll  was  in- 
troduced into  the  other  Island,  the  person  who 
had  cliarge  of  it  said,  "  Would  you  like  to  put 
your  names  to  this  roll,  that  you  may  be  looked 
upon  as  chiefs?"  The  Maoris  considered  what 
that  person  said,  and  thought  that  probably  it 
might  be  true,  and  they  accordingly  submitted 
their  names  to  be  registered.  Since  that  time 
the  European  members  have  gone  forth  and 
solicited  the  votes  of  the  Maoris  that  were  placed 
upon  the  roll,  and  through  that  also  Europeans 
have  been  in  favour  of  the  vote  being  allowed  to 
remain  with  the  Maori.  Those  whose  names  are 
on  the  roll  vote  for  Europeans,  and  those  who 
are  not  on  the  roll  vote  for  Maoris.  I  should  like 
the  Government  to  look  through  this  Bill  care- 
fully, and  amend  auytlung  in  it  which  is  wrong. 
In  the  previous  speech  that  I  made  to  this  House 
I  stated  that  it  wos  the  general  desire  of  the 
Natives  that  they  should  have  increased  repre- 
sentation, and,  if  the  principles  of  thid  Bill  were 
made  clear,  the  Maoris  then  would  have  an 
opportunity  of  having  their  hopes  reah'zed.  That 
is  why  I  say  to  the  honorable  gentleman  who  in- 
troduced this  Bill  that  I  wish  he  v'  ould  withdraw 
it  until  things  are  made  quite  clear.  Suppose 
the  Bill  were  to  pass  in  its  i>resent  form,  the 
Natives  would  afterwards  discover  the  evils  of  it, 
and  the  blame  would  be  thrown  upon  us.  They 
would  then  seek  other  methods  of  rectifying  the 
wrong.  The  House  is  perfectly  well  aware  of 
the  fact  that  it  has  made  certain  laws  that  have 
been  the  cause  of  trouble  amongst  the  Maoris. 
I  could  not  assure  the  House  that  the  Maoris 
would  consent  to  their  names  being  placed  on 
the  roll.  It  depends  a  great  deal  on  the  con- 
ditions that  are  embodied  in  the  Bill.  It  is 
well  known  tiiat  the  Maoris  are  very  stronjj 
in  upholding  any  law,  and  are  strong  in  going 
against  them.  Now,  the  Maoris  arc  all  under 
one  authority— one  rule.  They  have  been  under 
that  nde  for  thirty  years.  Still,  there  are  Fome 
of  them  who  have  thrown  off  that  yoke.  I  ap* 
Cajfiain  HusseU 


peal  to  the  House  to  carefully  consider  this  mea- 
sure. When  measures  affecting  the  Europeans 
are  brought  forward,  we  vote  for  them  if  we 
think  they  are  right.  Therefore  the  European 
members  should  assist  us  in  this  matter.  The 
honorable  member  for  Napier  (Captain  Russell) 
said  it  was  the  fault  of  the  Maori  himself  if 
ho  did  not  allow  his  name  to  be  placed  on 
the  roll.  The  Maoris  would  not  refuse  to  have 
their  names  placed  on  the  roll  if  they  are 
allowed  to  do  so  on  clear  grounds,  because  there 
are  already  Maoris  on  the  electoral  roll,  and  thej 
exercise  the  vote.  In  the  exercise  of  that  vote  the 
Maoris  have  succeeded  in  returning  European 
members  to  this  House,  and  those  members,  now 
they  are  here,  turn  against  the  principles  af- 
fecting the  Maori*.  I  think  the  European  mem- 
bers of  the  pre>^ent  Parliament  who  have  been 
returned  by  the  Maori  vote  should  carefully  con- 
sider their  (the  Maoris')  interests.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  made  another  remark  to  the  effect 
that  if  the  Maori  members  were  increased  in  this 
House  they  could  carry  everything.  I  think  the 
Maoris  have  acted  very  fairly  to  both  sides  of  the 
House.  If  they  have  committed  any  error  or 
conducted  themselves  in  a  foolish  manner,  the 
honorable  member  might  have  some  complaint  to 
make  against  them.  They  came  here  to  look  after 
certain  matters,  and  those  matters  absorb  their 
attention.  I  hope  the  Bill  will  be  withdrawn, 
and  brought  on  again  in  six  months,  so  as  to  give 
time  to  have  it  circulated  among  the  Maori 
people,  and  allow  them  to  understand  it.  We 
are  quite  able  to  deal  with  tlie  matter  now,  and 
settle  it ;  but  when  we  return  to  our  constituents 
they  will  say  we  had  no  right  to  decide  a  matter 
of  such  great  importance  without  consulting 
them  or  giving  them  an  opportunity  to  look  into 
it.  That  is  why  I  ask  the  Government  to  keep 
the  Bill  hnck  for  six  mouths. 

Mr.  TO  MOAN  A. — I  was  pleased  to  hear  the 
Native  Minister  say  that  the  Government  were 
not  thoroughly  settled  in  their  own  minds  about 
this  Bill  before  inl reducing  it.  I  agree  with  him 
in  those  words.  That  is  why  I  stand  up  to  give 
expres^sion  to  my  feelings.  Both  of  the  matters 
which  have  been  under  discussion  this  evening 
are  very  important  indeed :  in  fact,  the  other  that 
I  am  alluding  to  was  discussed  the  other  night. 
The  more  important  of  the  two  is  this  Bill,  which 
entertains  the  question  of  increasing  the  Maori 
representation.  But  the  things  I  refer  to  are  the 
portions  of  the  Bill  which  propose  to  take  away 
from  the  Maori  his  vote  for  European  members, 
and  to  increase  the  number  of  Maori  members. 
I  have  no  objection  to  the  Bill  as  it  deals  with 
the  question  of  the  Maori  vote.  It  has  been  my 
opinion  that  the  Bill  should  be  passed  if  it  be 
a  good  and  sound  one.  With  regard  to  increased 
representation  for  the  Maoris,  tliere  is  one  thing 
which  I  fear  in  my  mind.  I  am  afi-aid  of  that 
part  which  says  that  every  Maori  must  be  regis- 
tered. It  will  not  be  until  all  the  names  are 
registered  that  we  shall  be  able  to  ascertain  the 
number  of  Maori  members  there  are  to  be  in 
the  House.  Tliat  is  not  clear  in  my  mind,  as  it 
must  be  plain  to  all  of  you  that  the  Maori  popu- 
lation   is  decreasing.      I    am    not    raising  any 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


1879.] 


Maori 


[HOUSE.] 


Bepresmtation  Bill, 


95 


strong  objection  to  this  Bill,  but  I  am  afraid, 
with  regard  to  the  part  of  it  which  I  am  now 
quoting,  that  the  coni»equence  will  be  th*at  wc 
shall  only  have  one  member  for   the   whole  of 
New  Zealand  in  this  House.    That  is  why  I  ask 
that  there   should   be  a   Bill   passed   into   law, 
containing  only   that  which    is    good    for    the 
Maori.      If   it   were    introduced    info    the  Bill 
that   there   should    be    increased  representation 
for  the  Maoris,  and  if  the  Tot«  were  allowed  to 
be  the  same  as  is  now  exercised,  I  should  feel 
Tery  glad  indeed  ;  but  if  it  is  to  be  left  like  this, 
that  every  Maori  who  is  qualified  to  vote  is  to  be 
first  registered,  and  then,  when  the  total  number 
is  made  up,  you  are  to  decide  the  number  of 
members  wo  are  to  have,  I  shall  feel  very  great 
grief  indeed.     Another  thing   I   would   like  to 
have   inserted    in   thii   Bill   is    this :    that   the 
Maori   members  in    this   House  should   be  in- 
creased  by  six.    There  should   be  eight  mem- 
bers for   this   Island,   and   two  for  tiie  other. 
When  that  is  agreed  to  be  done,  our  principal 
work  would  be  to  cut  up  the  Island  into  several 
electoral  districts ;  but  such  divisions  should  be 
made  by  the  Maori  tribes.     If  we  (the  House) 
were  to    do  it,   the  thing  might  not  be   done 
properly  ;  because,  although  many  tribes  in  this 
Island  are  on  friendly  terms  with  one  another,  it 
is  not  the  case  throughout  the  colony.    Often  in 
districts  where  two  tribes  are  living  they  are  at 
enmity  with  each  other.     If  it  were  allowed  for 
the  Maori  people  to  make  those  divisions  of  the 
Island  int«  electoral  districts,  they  would  know 
best  which  tribes  were  living  on  friendly  terms 
with  each  other,  and  which,  perhaps,  were  not,  and 
could  make  the  divisions  so  as  to  include,  as  nearly 
as  possible,  tribes  that  could  work  well  together. 
I  consider  the  Government  should  agree  to  what 
I  am  now  asking  for.     I  am  not  asking  for  this  to 
obtain  any  benefit  for  myself  alone ;  it  will  also  be 
for  vour  good.    The  Maori  people  will  not  thank 
mo  if  those  conditions  are  submitted  to  them,  but 
they  will  thank  the  Government  for  having  such 
kind  regard    for  the   Maori  race.      The   whole 
Island  would   feel   glad  if  the  course   followed 
should  be  such  as  I  suggest.     But  if  it  is  decided 
on  the  grounds  of  registration,  as  I  have  been 
talking  about,  they  will  be  very  much  dissatisfied 
indeed.    That  is  why  I  approve  of  the  words  of 
the  Native  Minister  when  he  said  that  this  Bill 
was  brought  down  to  the  House  to  be  open  to  dis- 
cussion and  alteration.     Now,  with  regard  to  what 
some  of  the  first  speakers  talked  about,  that  the 
Maoris  should  not  vote  for  European  members, 
we  do  not  derive  any  special  benefit  from  that 
vote.    It  is  the  Europeans  who  have  the  advantage 
of  it :  in  fact,  it  is  for  their  good  and  not  for  ours. 
We  exercise  our  votes  in  these  matters  according 
to  what  we  think  is  right.     When  we  see  one  side 
i«  wrong  we  go  to  that  side  which  is  right.     On 
these  very  same  grounds  I  am  under  the  impres- 
«ion  that  it  would  also  be  right  for  the  Euro- 
peans to  vote  for  Maori  members.     Speaking  of 
myself,  I  am  a  man  who  lives  in  the  town,  and  the 
whole  of  my  people  live  about  the  town,  and  it 
would  be  perfectly  proper  for  Europeans  to  vote 
for  Maori  members.     In  a  small  place  like  Napier 
^re  are  seren  European  members.    Taking  the 


District  of  Wairarapa,  there  are  three  members 
for  that  place.  In  all  towns  it  is  the  same  thing 
with  regard  to  members.  I  am  in  favour  of  this 
Bill ;  but  I  would  like  to  have  taken  out  of  it 
that  clause  which  states  that  Maoris  are  to  get 
increased  representation  in  proportion  to  the 
number  placed  upon  the  electoral  roll.  It  is 
a  new  Government  that  is  now  in  office,  and, 
being  a  new  Government,  I  should  think  the 
proper  course  for  them  to  take  is  to  lighten,  as 
much  as  they  can,  measures  of  this  kind  upon  the 
Maori  people,  because,  if  you  do  increase  the 
number  of  the  Maori  members,  there  will  be  no 
trouble  to  fear  from  it.  I  think  the  Govern- 
ment should  place  a  great  measure  of  this  kind 
in  such  a  manner  before  the  Maori  people  as  to 
lead  them  to  believe  that  we  are  doing  good  for 
them,  or  the  words  of  the  honorable  member  for 
the  Northern  Maori  District  may  come  true  — 
trouble  may  arise.  I  will  not  use  the  words  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  with  regard  to  my  dis- 
trict. I  will  say  that  there  no  such  trouble  will 
arise.  The  whole  of  my  district  will  go  according 
to  the  law.  We  will  always  urge  that  which  is 
good  for  the  Maori  people.  In  this  House  you 
have  for  some  time  managed  Native  affairs,  and 
all  along  the  Maoris  have  been  crjing  out  for  some- 
thing good — for  something  to  protect  their  rights. 
The  only  treasure  the  Natives  have  is  the  land. 
That  is  why  I  say,  let  this  Bill  be  carefully  made. 
Most  of  the  Maoris'  land  has  gone  from  them : 
there  is  hardly  any  of  it  left  in  their  possession. 
Therefore,  I  say,  give  effect  to  this  matter,  which 
says  that  they  shall  have  increased  representation, 
that  we  may  both  prosper.  If  you  do  not  make 
good  laws  the  Maori  ppople  will  suffer.  You  will 
have  an  opportunity  hereafter  of  witnessing  my 
words  coming  true.  I  shall  ask  the  Government 
to  take  out  of  this  Bill  that  part  which  speaks  of 
an  electoral  roU,  and  to  give  the  Maoris  increased 
representation  pure  and  simple.  If  the  provision 
about  the  registration  of  electors  is  taken  out  of 
the  Bill  I  shall  vote  for  it ;  but  when  that  is  done 
let  the  Maori  members  be  elected  for  the  forth- 
coming session.  There  is  no  cause  for  any  delay. 
Now,  about  the  distribution  of  these  members :  I 
say,  let  there  bo  three,  including  myself,  for  my 
district;  let  there  be  two  new  members  for  the 
Western  Maori  District,  one  new  member  for  the 
Northern  Maori  District,  one  for  the  Barawa,  and 
one  for  the  Southern  Maori  District.  That  is  the 
way  I  should  distribute  them. 

Mr.  MURRAY.— I  think  we  have  had  a  good 
illustration  in  the  debate  this  evening  of  "  so  many 
men,  so  many  minds."  We  have  had  many  opin- 
ions expressed  by  the  various  speakers,  but  I  do 
not  think  this  Bill  meets  the  views  of  most  of 
those  speakers.  My  own  opinion  is,  that  we  do 
not  require  this  BUI  at  all.  The  Qualification  of 
Electors  Bill  might  be  so  altered  as  to  meet  the 
views  of  the  House,  and  have  one  law  suitable 
for  both  Europeans  and  Maoris.  I  therefore  hope 
the  House  will  agree  to  the  motion  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  New  Plymouth  that  this  debate 
bo  adjourned,  to  enable  us  to  go  on  this  evening 
with  the  Qualification  of  Electors  Bill.  I  have 
prepared  a  clause  for  insertion  in  that  Bill  which 
I  think  would  meet  the  requirements  both  of  the 
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Earopeans  and  of  the  Maoris.  The  clause  which 
I  would  propose  is  to  this  effect : — 

"  Every  male  Maori  of  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years  and  upwards,  whose  name  is  enrolled  upon 
a  ratepayers*  roll  in  force  within  the  electoral 
district  in  respect  of  which  he  claims  to  Tote,  is 
entitled  to  be  registered  as  an  elector  and  to  Tote 
at  the  elections  of  members  for  such  districts 
for  the  House  of  Representatives ;  but  no  such 
Maori  shall  be  entitled  to  be  registered  as  an 
elector,  or  to  vote  at  any  such  election,  in  respect 
of  any  other  qualiGcation  under  this  Act/' 

By  that  means  jou  would  leave  the  Maoris 
with  the  qualification  they  at  present  possess. 
I  think  that  will  meet  the  yiews  of  the  Maori 
people.  I  have  always  regarded  the  special  Maori 
franchiee  as  only  a  tentative  measure — that  Maoris 
and  Europeans  would  ultimately  have  the  same 
electoral  franchises.  At  the  same  time,  in  justice 
to  the  European  people,  it  would  be  unfair  to 
give  special  privileges  to  the  Maoris  which  are 
not  enjoyed  by  the  Europeans,  as  would  be 
done  if  we  extended  the  Maori  franchise  so  as 
to  give  the  Maoris  eight  or  niue  members  in  this 
House.  It  would  keep  up  a  special  system  of 
voting  which  would  tend  to  perpetuate  differences 
between  the  two  races.  We  should  try  to  assimi- 
late the  Maori  race  with  our  own  by  education, 
by  training  them  in  the  ut^ages  of  our  constitu- 
tional law,  and  by  conferring  upon  them  the  same 
privileges  and  the  same  duties  and  responsibili- 
ties as  appertain  to  the  Europeans — endeavour  to 
arrive  at  a  point  when  we  shall  have  Maori  mem- 
bers forgetting  their  tribal  distinctions  and  dif- 
ferences, appreciating  their  position  as  citizens 
and  senators,  and  making  use  of  the  language  of 
the  great  Empire  of  which  they  now  form  part. 
I  trust  that  the  House  will  support  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Honorable  member  for  New  Ply- 
mouth. 

Mr.  THOMSON.— Although  I  shall  vote  for 
most  of  the  Electoral  Bills  brought  down  by  the 
Gbvernment,  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I  shall  not 
be  able  to  vote  for  this  one.  I  say  so  in  no  party 
spirit  whatever.  Supposing  this  Bill  were  brought 
down  by  the  party  with  which  I  usually  work,  I 
should  feel  bound  to  oppose  it.  There  have  been 
a  good  many  arguments  used  for  and  against  the 
Bill,  but  it  appears  to  roe  that  there  are  some 
things  that  have  been  loft  unsaid.  One  argument 
that  might  be  used  for  keeping  things  as  they  are 
is  this  :  that  the  Maoris  are  now  acquainted,  or 
at  all  events  are  becoming  acquainted,  with  their 
present  electoral  position.  It  is  a  great  matter 
even  to  Europeans  to  know  the  working  of  the 
Acts  in  which  they  are  interested.  Unless  there 
is  a  good  reason  for  altering  an  Act  such  as  a 
Boad  Board  Act,  it  is  desirable  that  it  should 
not  be  altered,  because  the  district  gets  ac- 
quainted with  the  working  of  the  system,  and 
that,  I  think,  is  something.  We  have  been  told, 
for  instance,  that  some  Natives  have  actually 
individuahzed  their  titles  merely  in  order  to  get 
on  the  European  roll,  and  qualify  themselves 
to  vote  for  European  members.  Now,  that  is 
something  which  we  should  not  forget.  Then, 
again,  I  am  very  doubtful  whether,  supposing  this 
Bill  were  to  pass,  it  would  be  in  the  interests  of 
Mr.  Murray 


the  Natives  themselves.  It  has  been  said  that 
there  are  some  eight  or  nine  gentlemen  in  this 
House  who  were  returned  principally  by  Native 
votes.  It  is  only  reasonable  to  suppose  that  those 
honorable  gentlemen  take  a  great  interest  in 
Native  affairs — at  all  events,  a  greater  interest 
than  they  would  do  if  they  were  returned  simply 
by  European  votes.  Those  gentlemen  speak  our 
language,  they  are  of  our  own  race,  and  can  use 
more  influence  with  other  members  of  the  House 
in  regard  to  Native  matters  than  the  Maori  mem- 
bers themselves.  If  the  Maori  members  of  this 
House  were  elected  simply  by  the  Maori  vot^s, 
and  if  there  were  no  other  representation,  the 
Maoris  would  have  to  fight  their  battles  in  a  great 
measure  alone  in  the  House.  Then,  again,  I  do 
not  think  the  evils  of  what  is  called  class  legisla- 
tion have  been  so  well  brought  out  as  they  might 
have  been.  The  Native  members  are  here  to 
represent  the  Natives  and  the  Natives  alone.  We 
know  well  enough  that  it  is  very  difficult  for 
ourselves  sometimes  to  realize  our  true  position 
here.  We  are  inclined  to  take  too  much  of  a 
local  riew  of  matters — to  look  at  them  from  the 
view  of  the  place  we  come  from.  It  is  very 
difficult  to  think  of  ourselves  not  merely  as  mem- 
bers for  Clutha,  or  for  Wellington,  or  whatever 
place  it  may  be,  but  as  members  of  the  Parlia- 
ment of  New  Zealand.  That  is  what  the  Native 
members  should  aim  at;  and  I  must  say  that, 
while  I  have  usually  supported  those  honorable 
gentlemen  in  their  measures,  I  do  not  think 
they  rise  to  their  true  position — they  do  not  con- 
sider themselves  so  much  members  of  the  Par- 
liament of  New  Zealand,  as  members  sent  here 
in  the  interests  of  the  Natives.  That  is  what  we 
are  endeavouring,  apparently,  to  perpetuate  in 
this  House.  I  think  it  is  desirable  to  look  for- 
ward to  the  time  when  there  will  be  no  special 
representation  in  this  House.  I  do  not  think 
this  Bill  has  been  well  considered  ;  but  perhaps 
that  is  partly  .due  to  the  short  time  the  Ghovem- 
ment  have  had  to  consider  it.  It  is  astonishing, 
in  fact,  that  these  Bills  are  so  good  as  they  are, 
for  the  Attorney-General  arrived  here,  I  think, 
on  a  Saturday,  and  the  Bills  were  drafted, 
printed,  and  circulated  by  the  following  Tues- 
day. However,  I  hope  the  Government  will 
think  better  of  the  matter;  and  perhaps  the 
best  thing  to  do  is  to  leave  well  alone. 

Mr.  HALL. — I  will  not  detain  the  House  at 
this  late  hour,  and  will  only  say  the  Government 
think  the  best  course,  under  the  circumstances, 
will  be  to  adopt  the  motion  of  the  honorable 
member  for  New  Plymouth  to  adjourn  the  de- 
bate. After  the  expression  of  opinion  on  both 
sides  of  the  House,  it  is  probable  that,  in  the  dis- 
cussion on  the  Qualification  of  Electors  Bill,  we 
may  arrive  at  some  more  satisfactory  conclusion 
on  this  question  than  we  should  if  we  now  pro- 
ceeded with  this  Bill. 

Debate  adjourned. 

TRIENNIAL  PARLIAMENTS  BILL. 

On  the  motion  for  going  into  Committee  on 
this  Bill, 

Mr.  THOMSON  said,— I  may  state  that  I  in- 
tended to  make  a  few  remarks  upon  this  Bill 
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upon  the  occasion  of  the  second  reading ;  but,  ns 
I  found  that  my  Tiews  were  to  ?ome  extent  dif- 
ferent from  the  views  of  all  the  honorable  gentle- 
men who  had  (Spoken,  I  thought  that  really  I 
must  be  wrong  in  some  of  my  opinions,  and 
that  I  should  take  a  little  more  time  for  con- 
sideration. I  shall  vote  for  your  leaving  tlie 
chair,  Sir,  to  go  into  Committee  on  this  Bill. 
The  franchi!»e  has  all  along  been  very  liberal  in 
New  Zealand,  so  liberal  that  almost  every  person, 
especially  in  the  country  districts,  is  either  on  the 
roll,  or  can  be  put  on  the  roll.  It  is  more  than 
likely  that  this  Bill  will  put  a  good  many  peopio 
who  are  in  towns  on  the  electoral  roll  who  should 
not  be  upon  it;  and  I  may  say  that  I  consider  it 
will  also  put  on  the  rolls  many  young  men  in 
lodgings,  and  others  who  give  attention  to  public 
matters ;  and  therefore  that  any  injury  which  the 
Bill  may  do  iu  one  direction  will  be  fully  com- 
pemated  fop  by  the  good  it  will  do  in  the  other. 
Therefore  I  support  the  general  principle  of  the 
Bill.  I  also  intend  to  support  the  property  quali- 
fication. It  may  be  asked  of  me  why,  if  I  sup- 
port the  manhood  qualification,  I  should  also 
support  the  freehold  qualification,  as  the  one  may 
be  said  to  include  the  other.  We  in  New  Zea- 
land have  been  accustomed  to  this  freehold  quali- 
fication, and  I  think  that  many  settlers  in  the 
country  districts  would  not  be  well  pleased  if 
it  were  done  away  with.  There  is  an  indistinct- 
ness in  regard  to  the  residence  qualification.  I 
cannot  conceive  how  any  person  is  entitled  to 
vote  in  an  electorol  district  unless  he  has  an  in- 
terest in  the  district  either  by  having  property 
in  it  or  by  residing  in  it  j  and  therefore  it  would 
appear  that  some  action  must  be  taken  each  year 
to  ascertain  whether  those  who  are  on  the  roll 
simply  on  account  of  residence  qualification  are 
really  resident  in  the  district.  I  do  not  see  why 
a  person  who  has  property  in  a  district  sliould 
not  be  able  to  go  from  home,  even  to  England 
and  back  attain,  and  still  find  himself  on  the 
electoral  roll.  I  think  this  property  qualifica- 
tion might  be  an  inducement  to  some  persons  to 
acquire  property;  and  I  think  we  should  hold 
out  every  inducement  to  per:<ons  to  settle  on 
the  land.  Our  towns  are  already  too  large ;  wo 
have  too  many  people  living  in  our  towns ;  and 
if  we  can  hold  out  inducements  to  people  to 
obtain  small  farms  or  pieces  of  ground  on  which 
to  erect  houses  with  large  gardens,  it  is  our 
duty  to  do  it.  As  to  plural  voting,  I  intend  to 
oppose  that.  I  cannot  understand  the  ground 
on  which  this  can  be  supported.  I  do  not 
look  upon  property  as  a  ground  of  qualification. 
I  do  not  believe  property  is  a  fair  ground  to 
entitle  any  one  to  a  vote.  It  is  simply  a  test  of 
fitness :  I  do  not  consider  it  a  very  adequate 
or  a  very  satisfactory  test,  but  still  it  is  a  test 
to  some  extent.  I  have  seen  the  matter  put  in 
this  way  :  that  the  possession  of  property  is  a  test, 
to  a  certain  extent,  of  mental  capacity,  because 
it  shows  that  a  man  has  exercised  a  certain 
amount  of  industry  and  perseverance  in  order  to 
obtain  property,  and  it  is  an  indication,  to  some 
extent,  of  intelligence,  because  it  takes  a  certain 
amount  of  intelligence  to  acquire  property  and 
afterwards  to  retain  it.    I  also  think  it  is  desir* 
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I  able  that  every  district  should  have  only  one 

I  member.     I  think  that  in  such  cities  as  Christ- 

I  church  and  Dunedin  there  should  be  three  ele6- 

'  toral  district!!.      I   need   not  give   my   reasons, 

especially  as  I  see  that  the  House  is  restless.     I 

also  think  it  would  be  a  good  thing  to  have  all 

the  elections  on  the  same  day,  in  the  case  of  a 

general  election.     I   think  that  the  fact  of  the 

whole  people  being  engaged  on  a  certain  day  in 

choosing  their  representatives  would  have  a  good 

effect  on  the  piiblic  mind. 

Mr.  REEVES.-— I  agree  entirely  with  the 
honorable  member  for  Clutha  that  it  is  highly 
necessary  each  district  should  be  represented  by 
only  one  member,  and,  in  proof  of  that,  I  might 
instance  the  const ituency  which  I  have  the  honor 
of  representing,  and  which  has  two  members. 
That  constituency  extends  twenty  miles  in  one 
direction  and  from  forty  to  forty-five  miles  in 
another,  and  consequently  the  task  of  canvassing 
the  district  comes  very  heavily  on  the  candidates. 
I  also  agree  with  the  honorable  member  in  the 
matter  of  the  dual  vote.  There  are  two  or  three 
members  sitting  in  this  House  now  who  owe  their 
election  simply  to  the  fact  that  steamboats  were 
chartered  to  carry  voters  from  one  constituency 
to  another.  There  is  one  honorable  gentleman 
who  owes  his  election  simply  to  the  fact  that  he 
chartered  a  steamer  in  Wellington  to  carry  voters 
who  held  small  sections  in  his  constituency  to 
vote  for  him,  and  I  know  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Collingwood  would  not  have  been  in 
the  House  were  it  not  that  one  or  two  steamerf 
took  persons  over  from  Nelson  to  vote  for  him. 
Therefore  I  shall  support  any  measure  brought 
in  for  the  purpose  of  doing  away  with  the  dual 
vote  and  of  giving  us  manhood  sufi'rage  pure  and 
simple,  so  that  every  man  who  contributes  to  the 
revenue  shall  have  a  vote  in  respect  of  his  man- 
hood. I  think  the  idea  of  having  the  voting  all 
on  one  day  is  a  very  good  one,  and  I  trusted  to 
see  some  measure  brought  in  by  the  Government 
to  do  away  with  what  I  believed  to  be  the  cause 
of  the  large  amount  of  corruption  which  has  taken 
place  heretofore  at  elections.  I  shall  do  my 
utmost  to  have  effect  given  to  these  views. 
The  House  went  into  Committee  on  the  Bill. 
Clause  3. — House  of  Bepresentatives  to  con- 
tinue for  three  years. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUK  moved,  That  the  Chair- 
man report  progress. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  Chairman  report  pro- 
gress;" upon  which  a  division  was  csdled  for, 
with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         16 

Noes         48 


Majority  against . 

Mr.  Dick, 
Mr.  George, 
Major  Harris, 
Mr.  Ireland, 
Mr.  Lundon, 
Mr.  M^andrew, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Moss, 
Mr.  Tawhai, 


27 

Ates. 

Major  Te  Whooro, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  TumbuU, 
Mr.  Whitaker. 

Teller*, 
Mr.  Ballance, 
Mr.  De  Lautour. 
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Nobs. 


Mr.  Acton  Adams, 
Mr.  AUwriglit, 
Mr.  Andrews, 
Mr.  Bain, 
Mr.  Beetbam, 
Captain  Colbeck, 
Mr.  Finn, 
Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Fulton, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Gisbome, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  H.  Hirst, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  W.  J.  Hurst, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Levin, 
Mr.  McCaoghan, 
Mr.  McDonald, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Oliver, 


Mr.  Pitt, 
Mr.  Reeves, 
Mr.  Kichardson, 
Mr.  Bolleston, 
Captain  Russell, 
Mr.  Saunders, 
Mr.  Seddon, 
Mr.  Shanks, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Shephard, 
Mr.  Speight, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Studholme, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Tainui, 
Mr.  Tomoana, 
Mr.  Whjte, 
Mr.  Wright. 
Tellers, 
Mr.  Moorhouse, 
Colonel  Trimble. 


The  motion  was  consequently  negatived. 

Mr.  SHEPHARD  moved  the  omission  of  the 
latter  lines  of  the  clause,  with  a  view  to  insert- 
ing the  following  words :  "  The  present  House 
of  Representatives  shall,  unless  the  General 
Assembly  be  sooner  dissolved,  continue  to  the 
twenty- eighth  day  of  February,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eighty-three,  and  nb  longer. 
Every  future  House  of  Representatives  shall, 
unless  the  General  Assembly  be  sooner  dissolved, 
continue  for  a  period  of  three  years,  to  be  com- 
puted from  the  day  fixed  for  the  return  of  the 
writs  issued  for  choosing  such  House,  and  no 
longer." 

Mr.  THOMSON  mored,  as  an  amendment  to 
the  amendment.  That  the  words  "  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eighty -three"  be  omitted, 
•with  a  view  to  insert  the  words  "  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eighty-two." 

Question  put, "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
omitted  stand  part  of  the  amendment ;"  upon 
which  a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  fol- 
lowing result: — 

Ayes         26 

Noes         34 


Majority  against ... 
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Aybs. 


Mr.  Bain, 
Mr.  Bcetham, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Captain  Colbeck, 
Mr.  Finn, 
Mr.  Fulton, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  H.  Hirst, 
Mr.  W.  J.  Hurst, 
Mr.  Lundon, 
Mr.  McCaughan, 
Mr.  McDonald, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Moorhouse, 

Mr,  D«  LatU^ur 


Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Reeves, 
Mr.  Saunders, 
Mr.  Studholme, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Tainui, 
Mr.  Tawhai, 
Major  Te  Wheoro, 
Mr.  Tomoana, 
Mr.  Whyte. 

Tellers. 
Mr.  Seddon, 
Mr.  Shephard. 


Noes. 


Mr.  Acton  Adams, 
Mr.  All  Wright, 
Mr.  Andrews, 
Mr.  Ballance, 
Mr.  Dick, 
Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher, 
Mr.  George, 
Mr.  Gisbome, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  Hantlin, 
Major  Harris, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Ireland, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Levin, 
Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Moss, 


Mr.  Oliver, 
Mr.  Pitt, 
Mr.  Richardson, 
Mr.  Rolleston, 
Captain  Russell, 
Mr.  Shanks, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Speight, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Colonel  Trimble, 
Mr.  Tumbull, 
Mr.  Wright. 

Tellers. 
Mr.  Do  Lautour, 
Mr.  Whitaker. 


The  words  were  consequently  struck  out,  and 
"one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-two" 
inserted  in  lieu  thereof. 

Mr.  MURRAY  moved  the  addition  of  the 
following  words  to  the  amendment :  "  unless  Par- 
liament be  then  in  session,  in  which  case  Parlia- 
ment may  be  dissolved  on  the  day  skfter  the 
prorogation  thereof." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
added  be  there  added ;"  upon  whioh  a  dirisiao 
was  called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         26 

Noes         29 


Minority  against ... 
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Mr.  Bain, 
Captain  Colbeck, 
Mr.  Dick, 
Mr.  George, 
Major  Harris, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Levin, 
Mr.  McCaughan, 
Mr.  McDonald, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Reeves, 
Captain  Russell, 
Mr.  Seddon, 
Mr.  Shanks, 


Axes. 

Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Speight, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Studholme, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Tainui, 
Mr.  Tawhai, 
Major  Te  Wheoro, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Wright. 

Tellers, 
Mr.  Moss, 
Mr.  Murray. 


Noes. 


Mr.  Acton  Adams, 
Mr.  All  Wright, 
Mr.  Andrews, 
Mr.  Ballance, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Finn, 
Mr.  J.  T.  Fbher, 
Mr.  Fulton, 
Mr.  Gisbome, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  W.  J.  Hurst, 
Mr.  Ireland, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  London, 


Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Moorhouse, 
Mr.  Oliver, 
Mr.  Pitt, 
Mr.  Richardson, 
Mr.  Rolleston, 
Mr.  Saunders, 
Mr.  Shephard, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Colonel  Trimble, 
Mr.  TurnbuU. 
Tellers. 
Mr.  De  LautouFi 
Mr.  Whitaker. 
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The  additional  amendment  was  consequently 
neK«tiTed,  and  the  clause  as  amended  agreed  to. 
Bill  reported  with  amendments. 

The  House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  past  one 
o'cloek  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Wednesday,  5M  November,  1879. 


Third  Raftdingt  —  Supreme  Court  Praotioe  —  Maori 
Prisoners  —  Local  Bills  —  Wellington-Fozton  Kail- 
way— Hawke's  Bay  and  Marlboronj^h  Rivers  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Speaksb  took  the  chair  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 

Pbatkbs. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Leases  and  Sales  of  Settled  Estates  Bill,  Gkm- 
ing  and  Lotteries  Bill. 

SUPREBIE  COURT  PRACTICE. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  asked  the 
Hon.  the  Attomej-Gbneralj  If  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  Government  to  introduce,  during  the  pre- 
sent session  of  Parliament,  any  enactment  for  the 
purpose  of  simplifying  the  practice  and  procedure 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  New  Zealand  ?  He  need 
Bcarcelj  apologize  for  occupying  a  few  moments 
of  the  Council's  time  in  reference  to  a  matter  of 
such  importance.  For  a  number  of  years  the 
public  Press  throughout  the  colony  had  been 
commenting  upon  the  extraordinary  expenditure 
required  to  conduct  litigation  in  the  Supreme 
Court.  He  belieTed  the  Judges  of  the  colony 
had  been  consiJering  the  advisability  of  simplify- 
ing the  procedure;  and  tlie  matter  was  of  such 
importance  to  every  member  of  the  community 
that  he  felt  sure  a  Liberal  Government  would 
have  no  liesitation  in  introducing  a  measure 
which  would  have  for  its  object  the  simpUflcation 
of  the  procedure  of  the  Court. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  said  this  subject 
was  now  under  the  consideration  of  the  Judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  who  had  made  very  con- 
siderable advance  in  preparing  rules,  founded  on 
the  English  Judicature  Acts,  with  the  view  of 
simplifying  the  proceedings  and  reducing  the 
expense.  Those  rules  could,  he  believed,  be 
made  under  the  law  at  present  in  existence,  and 
it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  Government  to 
bring  in  any  Bill  this  session  for  the  purpose 
indicated  by  the  honorable  gentleman. 

MAORI  PRISONERS. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  asked  the 
Hon.  the  Attorney* General,  By  what  right  or  au- 
thority certain,  aboriginal  natives  of  this  t;olony, 
now  imprisoned  in  some  part  of  the  City  of 
WelUngton,  are  detained  in  custody ;  and,  if 
lawfully  detained,  wheu  is  it  proposed  that  the 
trial  of  such  Natives  slioll  take  place  ?  During 
list  session  an  Act  was  passed  entitled  the  Maori 
Prisoners  Trials  Act.  He  understood  that  a  cer- 
tain number  of  aboriginal  natives  on  the  west 
coast  of  the  North  Iskmd  were  ipr  some  alleged 


crimes  imprisoned  in  some  place  in  the  City  of 
Wellington — he  was  not  aware  whether  it  was 
a  prison  or  not,  but  he  supposed  it  was.  How- 
ever, they  were  detained  in  custody  at  present. 
It  was  intended,  when  this  Act  was  passed,  that 
they  should  be  tried.  It  was  distinctly  under- 
stood that  their  trial  should  take  place  within  a 
period  mentioned  in  the  Statute.  On  referring 
to  the  4th  section  of  the  Act,  he  found  these 
words :  '*  This  Act  shall  remain  in  force  until 
thirty  davs  after  the  commencement  of  the  next 
session  of  Parliament,  and  no  longer." 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  the  honorable 
gentleman  must  be  careful  not  to  introduce  de- 
batable matter. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  was  merely 
calling  the  attention  of  the  Attorney-General  to 
what  might  probably  have  escaped  his  memory, 
and  was  about  to  point  out  that  the  thirty  days 
mentioned  in  the  Act  of  last  session  had  now 
expired.  

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  said  that  the  pri- 
soners now  in  the  Wellington  Gaol  had  been  com- 
mitted in  due  course  of  law.  Their  trial  would 
have  come  off  prior .  to  this,  but  it  was  postponed 
at  the  request  of  their  legal  advisers.  The  Act 
had  expired,  and  therefore  nothing  could  be  done 
under  it ;  but,  in  due  course  of  kw,  they  would 
be  tried  at  the  next  sittings  of  the  Court,  unless, 
of  course,  anything  should  happen  in  the  mean- 
time to  prevent  it. 

LOCAL  BILLS. 

The  Hon.  Captain  BAILLIE  moved.  That  the 
Standing  Orders  relative  to  local  Bills  be 
amended — (1)  by  omitting  all  the  words  after 
"purposes,"  in  line  5,  section  1,  to  the  end  of  the 
section  ;  (2)  by  adding  the  following  paragraph, 
to  stand  as  section  6 :  "All  Harbour  Board  Bills 
shall  be  similarly  referred  to  a  Standing  Com- 
mittee, to  be  called  the  Harbour  Bills  Com- 
mittee." 

The  Hon.  Captain  ERASER,  referring  to  the 
second  part  of  the  motion,  thought  it  would  be 
better,  in  order  to  prevent  these  questions  be- 
coming too  much  entangled,  to  refer  the  motion 
back  to  the  Standing  Orders  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTEL L  suggested  that  the 
debate  should  be  adjourned,  pending  the  discus- 
sion on  otlier  proposed  amendments  in  section  1 
of  the  Standing  Orders. 

Debate  adjourned. 

WELLINGTON-FOXTON  RAILWAY. 
The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE,  in  moving 
the  motion  standing  in  his  name,  said  it  explained 
itself.  It  had  been  notified  in  the  public  prints 
that  a  tender  for  the  first  section  of  the  Welling- 
ton-Foxton  Railway,  including  the  harbour  re- 
clamation, hod  been  accepted  within  the  last  few 
days ;  and  that  rumour  had  been  to  a  certain 
degree  confirmed  by  the  fact  that  the  newspaper 
which  usually  contained  Government  announce- 
ments in  Wellington  stated  that  both  the  success- 
ful tenderer  himself  and  the  Under  Secretary  for 
Public  Works  had  so  informed  them.  Therefore 
he  might  fairly  say  that  a  primd  facie  case  was 
made  out  for  supposing  that  the  tender  had  been 
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accepted ;  but  it  was  quite  possible  that  tbere 
might  be  some  mistake.  Should  it,  however, 
prove  to  be  the  case,  the  Attorney -General  was 
no  doubt  aware  that  witliin  the  last  few  days  the 
Railways  Committee  of  the  Council  had  been  fur- 
nished with  a  legal  opinion  from  himself  and 
from  the  Solicitor- General,  in  whicli  it  was  spe- 
cially steted  that  no  works  of  this  kind  could  be 
undertaken  without  certain  formalities  which  it 
was  practically  impossible  could  have  been  ob- 
served in  this  case.  That  was  hb  justification 
for  troubling  the  Council  with  this  matter,  and 
he  should  be  anxious  to  hear  from  the  honorable 
gentleman  whether  there  was  an  explanation 
which  reconciled  this  apparent  discrepancy. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "That 
it  is  desirable  that  this  Councd  should  be  in- 
formed whether  it  is  true  that  a  tender  for 
£66,000  has  been  accepted  for  a  section  of  the 
Wellington-Foxton  Railway;  and,  if  so,  whether 
the  Government,  after  a  recent  opinion  of  the 
Hon.  the  Attorney-General,  is  advised  that  such 
a  contract  is  legal,  and  binding  on  the  colony.  — 
{Hon,  Colonel  IFhUmore.) 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WUITAKER  thought  he  had 
better  answer  the  question  at  once  m'tfad  of 
letting  it  stand  over.  The  answer  would  be  a 
very  simple  one.  The  que^ion  was.  "  Is  it  true 
thiit  a  tender  for  £66,000  has  been  accepted  for  a 
teclion  of  the  WelUngton-Foxton  Railway  ?  It 
was  nottruo. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

HAWKERS  BAY  AND  MARLBOROUGH 
RIVERS  BILL. 

ADJOrBNBD  DEBATE. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  he  had  pro- 
misocl  to  look  into  this  Bill  to  see  whether  m  his 
^nfnion  it  ^-a.  a  local  Bill  or  not.  He  thought 
TZ:  local  B.ll.  It  proposed  to  '^-end  _«  The 
Ha^vko's  Bay  and  Marlborough  Rivers  Act,  1868 ; 
and  that  Act,  among^t  other  things,  dcclared,- 

"  It  shall  bo  lawful  for  the  Suponntendent  and 

Provincial  Council  of  ""^  P^^rrhJl^l^t^tS 
bv  any  Act  or  Ordinance  in  that  behalf,  to  bring 
SL  Act  into  operation  within  such  province  ;  and 
this  Act  >"^*'  ^H  ji  ^^^^  operntian  m 

X-i  "it  fike  manuer  to  .11  U^r.U  ..a 
Buoii  pro  I  ^^^1^  province  had  been 

CK'rliuTnU^^^ 

ijay  and  Marlborough."  ,.^     ^       4  i  A.f 

It  scorned  to  have  been  a  kind  of  model  Act 
.1  f  ^fJ^r  bv  local  legislation,  be  made  appli- 
^^Kn  I^'^i^Hicu^^^^^^^  'A^»'i«  B.U  therefore, 

cable  to  P**."!^  ,,  "i„ubteaiv  came  wiihin  the 
i„    ,,U   -rr  ir   S  local  Bill,  and 

n^eaning  of  /'.'!^^^;7s  If  he  was  wrong  in  that 
f"?otaf  an  rl" the  question  would  come 
?T?I.«  Local  B.U^Com.nil tee  and  be  recon- 
^'['''^  hril  lu  t  «  meantime  the  Bill  would 
;&^:"d  tithe  Local  BdlsComndt^ 

Tlio  Council  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  to 
four  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wednesday^  5th  November,  1879. 

First  R«»dinpa  —  Second  Readings  —  Third  B^mdingt  — 
Native  Affairs  Committee:  Summoning  Witness  m 
Custody— WeUington-Foxton  RaUwaj  —  Canterbury 
Local  Bodies— Tapanui  Railwar— Railway  Return*— 
Waikato  Surreys  —  Railway  Tickets  —  InTercargill 
Gaoi— OtauUu->ightcap8  Railway— Native  Lease* — 
Seaward  Bush  Railway  —  Press  Telegraph  Wire  — 
Money.Order  Offices— Middle  Island  Branch  Bailways 
—Public  Trust  Funds— Tariff— Railway  Construction 
—  NatiTo  Reserrea  Vesting  Bill  — Auckland  College 
and  Grammar  School  Bill  —  Christchurch  Dnll-ahed 
BUI.  

Mr.  Spbakbb  took  the  cliair  at  half -past  two 
o'clock. 

Fbayebs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 

Awatere  Shearing  Reserye  Management  Bill, 
Elective  Council  Bill,  Elections  Validation  Bill, 
Railways  Construction  Bill,  Murihiku  Native 
Reserres  Grants  Bill,  Onewhero  Land  Grant 
Empowering  BUI,  Rating  Bill  (No.  2).  Leases 
and  Sales  of  Settled  Estates  Bill,  Gaining  and 
Lotteries  Bill. 

SECOND  READINGS. 
Wairarapa  Racecourse  Bill,  Hawke'a  Bay  EiTcrs 

Bill. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Lyttelton  Harbour  Board  Bill,  Oamaru  Har- 
bour   Board    Bill,    Ashburton   County    Council 
Waterworks  Bill. 

NATIVE    AFFAIRS    COMMITTEE:     SUM- 
MONING WITNESS  IN  CCSTODY. 

The  following  interim  report  from  the  Native 
Affairs  Committee,  on  the  petition  of  George 
Davie,  was  brouglit  up  and  r€»d  : — 

**  The  Niitive  Affairs  Committee  have  the  honor 
to  report  that  the  evidence  of  George  Buckland 
Worgan,  now  a  prisoner  in  the  Wanganui  Gaol, 
is  considered  essential  to  enable  them  to  conduct 
their  inquiry ;  and  that  the  House  should  be  moved 
to  instruct  the  keeper  of  the  Wanganui  Gaol  to 
send  the  said  George  Buckland  Worgan  in  safe 
custody  to  the  paid  Committee  on  Wednesday, 
tlie  r2th  day  of  November  instant,  at  eleven 
o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  in  order  to  his  being 
examined  a^  a  witness,  and  so  from  time  to  time 
as  often  as  his  attendance  shall  be  found  necessary 
bv  the  said  Committee  ;  and  that  Mr.  Si>eakerbe 
requested  to  is">ue  his  warrant  accordingly." 

Mr.  HAMLIN  moved.  That  the  keeper  of  the 
Wanganui  Gaol  do  bring  the  said  George  Buck- 
land  Worgan,  now  a  prisoner  in  that  gnol,  in  safe 
custody  to  the  Native  Affaii-s  Committee,  on 
Wednesday,  the  12th  day  of  November  next,  at 
eleven  of  the  clock,  in  order  to  his  being  examined 
as  a  witness,  and  so  from  time  to  time»  as  often 
as  his  attendance  shall  be  found  necessary  by 
the  t'aid  Committee;  and  that  Mr.  Speaker  do 
issue  his  warrant  accordingly. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  this  was  a  matter  of  con- 
siderable importance.  He  believed  it  was  the 
first  time  the  House  had  been  asked  to  order  a 
witness  to  be  brought  out  of  gaol  to  give  evidence 
before  a  Committee.    He    thought  it  right  to 


Off, 


Colonel  jnUmor^ 
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mention  that  the  procedure  which  is  followed  in 
the  British  House  of  Commons  had  been  adopted 
in  this  case. 

Mr.  HALL  was  glad  to  hear  Mr.  Speaker  pay 
that  the  motion  was  in  accordance  with  Imperial 
precedent;  but,  as  it  was  obviously  a  very  im- 
portant one,  and  the  first  of  the  kind  that  had 
come  before  the  House,  he  would  suggest  that 
fair  notice  should  be  given  to  the  House  and 
to  the  Government,  so  that  they  might  inquire 
into  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  ascertain 
whether  the  motion  should  or  should  not  be 
agreed  to.  At  present  they  were  in  entire  ignor- 
ance of  the  circumstances,  and  the  motion  should 
therefore  be  postponed  until  next  day. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE  said  he  had  a  very  strong 
feeling  about  the  matter.  He  would  call  the  at* 
tention  of  the  House  to  one  or  two  matters  con- 
nected with  the  petition  upon  which  the  motion 
was  founded.  The  petition  was  presented  to  the 
House  by  a  person  named  Darie,  who  lived  on  the 
East  Coast.  Tliis  person  alleged  that  a  member 
of  the  House  and  a  person  named  Worgan  had 
committed  two  offences.  The  fir»t  charge  was  one 
of  conspiracy  to  defraud,  and  the  next  was  a  charge 
of  forging  a  name  to  a  deed.  The  two  persons 
charged  were  Mr.  Sutton,  a  member  of  the  House, 
and  Worgan,  who  was  now  in  the  Wanganui 
Gkkol ;  and  he  submitted  that  it  was  quite  incom- 
petent for  any  tribunal  to  call  upon  two  men  who 
were  charged  with  a  grave  offence  —  felony,  in 
fact — to  come  up  and  give  evidence.  They  were 
the  accused.  In  one  case  a  summons  had  been 
issued,  and  in  the  other  the  House  was  asked  to 
bring  the  party  before  the  Committee  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  evidence.  He  thouglit  that  if 
this  were  allowed  by  law  it  would  be  a  perversion 
of  justice.  He  did  not  wish  to  make  any  special 
observation  upon  the  matter  bevond  this :  that 
there  was  anoiher  allegation  in  the  petition  with 
reference  to  a  woman  who  had  been  left  in  charge 
as  a  ward  of  Davie,  who  had  an  interest  in  this 
matter.  The  allegation  was,  that  this  woman  had 
not  the  means  of  taking  her  suit  into  an  ordinary 
Court  of  law.  It  would  seem  that  the  case  was 
brought  before  a  magistrate  on  the  East  Coa^t, 
Worgan  being  then  under  a  charge  at  Wanga- 
nui ;  that  the  Court  refused  to  bring  him  up 
under  habeas  corpus;  and  that  in  some  way  or 
other  the  charge  was  withdrawn,  or  not  proceeded 
with.  As  to  the  woman  being  unable  to  go  into 
a  Court  of  law,  he  thought  the  House  or  the  Go- 
vernment might  interfere  and  see  that  she  should 
obtain  justice  through  the  ordinary  law-courts  ; 
but  the  forms  of  the  House  should  not  be  used 
for  the  purpose  of  raking;  iip  charges  against  men, 
and  more  particularly  upon  their  own  evidence. 
He  submitted  that  that  would  bo  a  most  un- 
warrantable proceeding. 

Mr.  MUKRAY  thought  it  would  bo  well  that 
the  House  should  have  some  more  information 
before  it  went  into  the  subject.  He  would  there- 
fore move  th«  adjournment  of  the  debate. 

Mr.  KELLY  said  that,  as  far  as  he  could 
understand,  the  case  was  this:  that  the  Native 
Affairs  Committee  were  endeavouring  to  get  evi- 
dence on  the  part  of  tliis  petitioner  at  the  ex- 
pADse  of  the  public.     That  was  a  course  which 


the  House  should  not  agree  to.  He  knew,  with 
regard  to  the  Public  Petitions  Committee,  that 
if  petitioners  required  any  evidence  to  be  laid 
before  the  Committee  they  had  to  procure  it  at 
their  own  expense,  and  not  at  the  expense  of  the 
public.  The  best  way,  therefore,  would  be  to 
adjourn  the  debate,  in  order  that  the  Govern- 
ment might  have  an  opportunity  of  inquiring 
into  the  justice  of  the  demand,  and  recommend- 
ing what  should  be  done. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  might  explain  that  on  the 
previous  day  a  resolution  was  carried  in  the 
Native  Affairs  Committee,  on  a  division,  with  one 
dissentient  voice,  instructing  him  to  see  Mr. 
Speaker  and  ascertain  what  course  shoidd  be 
taken  with  a  view  of  obtaining  the  evidence  of 
this  witness.  He  had  consulted  Mr.  Speaker, 
and,  in  accordance  with  parliamentary  practice 
in  force  at  Home,  Mr.  Speaker  had  directed  him 
to  proceed  as  he  had  done.  If  the  Government 
were  really  anxious  to  have  time  to  cimsider  the 
motion,  and  thought  the  debate  should  be  ad- 
journed till  next  day,  he  had  no  objection,  pro- 
vided it  was  taken  as  the  first  business  of  the 
sitting.  Tlie  other  witnesses  would  probably  be 
disposed  of  by  Wednesday,  when  this  man's  evi- 
dence would  be  taken,  so  that  there  should  be  no 
delay  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  said,  if  it  was  a  matter  of 
importance  that  the  Government  should  have 
time  to  inquire  into  this  very  important  question, 
the  discussion  might  be  put  off  till  next  sitting- 
day.  He  did  not  quite  follow  the  honorable 
member  for  New  Plymouth  in  his  statement  that 
this  was  an  attempt  to  get  evidence  for  a  peti- 
tioner at  the  expense  of  the  public.  He  under- 
stood it  was  an  endeavour  to  get  evidence  which 
could  not  be  got  except  through  the  Speaker  of 
the  House,  and  not  for  the  purpose  of  saving 
expense  to  the  petitioner.  He  understood  that 
to  be  the  case,  and  that  this  course  was  taken  in 
order  that  the  ends  of  justice  might  be  satisfied. 
No  Committee  of  the  House  could  be  better  occu- 
pied than  in  endeavouring  to  obtain  justice  for 
the  poorest  subject  in  the  country.  Of  course 
the  Government  were  justified  in  asking  for  titue 
to  consider  the  matter,  but  he  thought  the  House 
would  hesitate  before  refusing  to  sanction  tho 
attendance  before  a  Select  Committee  of  any  wit- 
ness whose  evidence  might  be  material  to  any 
case  ;  and  before  the  House  granted  an  adjourn- 
ment members  should  have  the  assurance  that 
the  Government  would  take  care  that  the  debate 
should  come  on  again  next  sitting-day. 

Mr.  HALL  said  the  honorable  gentleman  had, 
without  notice,  moved  a  very  important  resolu- 
tion— a  resolution  not  only  important  in  itself, 
but  important  as  u  precedent.  Upon  that,  the 
Q-overnnient  said — and,  ho  thought,  with  the  full 
concurrence  of  both  sides  of  the  House  —  that 
further  time  should  be  given  for  consideration. 
The  Government  thought  it  wrong  to  bring  such 
a  mutter  on  without  notice,  and  therefore  they 
thought  it  was  right  there  should  bo  an  adjourn- 
ment without  any  condition  whatever.  He  did 
not  at  all  say  that  when  the  Government  had 
had  an  opportunity  of  inquiring  into  the  matter 
they  would  not  agree  that  it  should  be  considered 
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at  the  earliest  possible  period  ;  but  they  did  not 
feel  called  upon,  nor  justified,  in  entering  into 
any  conditions  to  induce  an  honorable  gentleman 
to  forego  a  course  whicli  they  thought  wrong. 
The  Government  would  agree  to  the  adjournment 
of  the  debate  until  next  sitting-day,  and  then,  if 
they  considered  that  the  resolution  was  of  suffi- 
cient importance  to  require  it  to  be  brought  on 
at  an  early  hour,  tliey  would  agree  to  a  propoi^al 
to  that  effect.  He  did  not  think  he  could  be 
expected  to  go  further  than  that. 

Sir  G.  GREY  thought  there  was  a  considerable 
misunderstanding  upon  this  subject.  He  could 
not  see  that  the  subject,  brought  before  the  House 
waa  of  such  very  great  importance.  It  was  quite 
certain  that  if  tliis  witness  had  nob  been  in  gaol 
the  Committee  could  have  summoned  him  with- 
out coming  to  the  House  at  all.  It  was  the  mere 
fact  of  his  being  in  gaol  that  rendered  an  appeal 
to  the  House  necessary.  He  did  not  think  that 
the  Government  had  a  riglit  to  try  the  question 
whether  this  witness  should  be  summoned  or  not : 
that  was  a  matter  which  should  rest  with  the 
Committee.  All  tlie  House  had  to  do  in  order  to 
secure  the  ends  of  justice  was  to  act  as  a  Minis- 
terial body  in  giving  effect  to  the  wishes  of  the 
Committee.  That  was  the  law  of  the  case,  or,  if 
it  was  not,  it  ought  to  bo.  The  next  point  he 
took  wa<>,  that  the  House  was  told  petitioners 
should  bear  the  expense  of  producing  their  wit- 
nesses. He  contended  tliat  if  the  Native  inhabit- 
ants of  this  country,  in  a  state  of  great  poverty 
as  many  of  them  were,  appealed  to  the  House  for 
justice,  and  tlie  House  referred  their  case  to  a 
Committee  for  investigation,  that  Committee  ought 
to  have  power  to  pay  the  expenses  of  any  wit- 
nesses whose  attendance  was  necessary  in  order 
that  justice  should  be  done.  It  was  alleged  by 
one  honorable  gentleman  that  this  petition  im- 
pugned the  character  of  an  honorable  member  of 
the  House.  The  House  had  nothing  to  do  with 
that.  Where  justiie  was  cried  for  by  a  person 
who  complained  of  gross  wrong  and  oppression, 
the  Hou.ho  ought  not  to  consider  whether  the 
person  complained  again^t  was  a  member  of  the 
Houise  or  not.  In  fact,  it  should  all  the  more 
resolutely  determine  that  justice  should  be  done 
in  such  a  case,  and  say  that,  if  there  was  any 
person  who  should  sooner  purge  himself  of  sus- 
picion than  another,  it  should  bo  a  member  of 
the  Hou^e.  He  was  quite  sure  the  honorable 
gentleman  aflfected  in  this  case  would  take  that 
view  himself,  and  insist  upon  purging  his  cha- 
racter. He  hoped  no  delay  would  take  place  in 
the  matter.  The  session  might  be  very  short,  and 
any  delay  might  lead  to  nothing  being  done.  He 
trusted  the  Premier  would  rise  to  what  was  due 
to  the  Natives  in  such  matters,  and  would  insist 
upon  this  witness  being  produced  as  if  he  were 
not  in  gaol,  so  that  the  ends  of  justice  might  be 
attained  without  delay. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  the  Government  had 
no  desire  or  intention  of  acting  otherwise  than  in 
conformity  with  the  wishes  of  the  House  in  this 
matter.  The  position  was  this;  A  Committee 
having  asked  the  House  to  give  a  decision,  the 
House  should  be  placed  in  possession  of  informa- 
tion to  enable  it  to  decide  correctly  and  consti- 
Mr,  MaU 


tutionally.  The  Government,  and  particularly  that 
department  of  it  with  which  the  matter  wa«  more 
particularly  concerned,  was  looked  to  to  supply 
that  information.  Now,  what  did  the  Department 
of  Justice  know  about  this  matter  ?  They  knew 
nothing  whatever  about  it.  It  had  never  oome 
under  his  notice  until  now  brought  before  this 
House.  That  was  the  position  of  the  Government 
in  this  case ;  and,  considering  that  an  important 
precedent  was  involved,  it  was  only  right  the 
Government  should  say,  '*  We  are  unable  to  guide 
the  House  now,  and  we  must  take  time  to  consider 
the  matter.  When  a  grave  question  affecting  the 
Department  of  Justice  is  brought  before  the 
House,  some  expression  of  opinion  with  regard  to 
it  ought  to  be  given  by  the  Government.  We  are 
not  in  a  position  to  give  that  opinion  now  ;  and 
we  only  ask  for  time  to  enable  us  to  do  so.** 
That,  as  he  understood  it,  was  the  whole  burden 
of  the  case  now;  and  to  introduce  piecemeal 
indications  of  the  merits  of  the  case  was  beside 
the  question.  He  did  not  even  know  at  present 
whether  it  was  a  European  question  or  a  Maori 
question. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR  did  not  think  the  Go- 
vernment should  know  anything  of  the  case  until 
the  Committee  reported  upon  it.  A  Committee 
was  appointed  to  inquire  into  all  such  cases,  and 
that  Comndttee,  in  carrjing  out  its  inquiries, 
alleged  that  certain  evidence  was  necessary. 
One  of  the  witnesses  required  was  in  gaol,  and 
the  Committee  could  not  command  his  attend- 
ance. They  therefore  came  to  the  House,  and 
asked  it  to  empower  the  Speaker  to  issue  his 
warrant  compelling  his  attendance.  To  say  that 
before  that  could  be  done  it  was  necessary  to 
know  the  merits  of  the  case  was  absurd.  The 
case  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Committee,  and,  if 
the  House  was  now  to  raise  any  question  upon  it 
before  tl'o  case  was  gone  into,  when  the  evidence 
was  not  complete,  and  when  one  necessary  link 
was  wanting,  he  would  like  to  know  what  effect 
that  would  have  on  the  petitioner.  That  would 
be  to  ask  tlio  House  to  prejudge  the  question. 
Tile  simple  fact  was,  that  this  witness,  whom  the 
Committee  thought  necessary,  was  in  gaol,  and 
could  not  bo  produced  until  the  Speaker  issued 
his  warrant.  The  fact  of  his  being  in  gaol  did 
not  at  all  prove  that  the  Committee  was  in  error 
in  asking  for  his  evidence.  This  was  the  main 
link  in  the  evidence  ;  and,  if  Mr.  Speaker's  autho- 
rity for  its  production  were  not  given,  the  peti- 
tioner would  be  very  injuriously  treated.  The 
Natives  were  told  that  wo  desired  to  place  them 
in  the  same  position  as  ourselves  in  regard  to 
the  law,  and  to  extend  to  them  the  possession 
of  all  the  powers  it  gave ;  and  what  was  the 
state  of  the  law  in  this  case  ?  The  peti- 
tioner a>ked  for  the  production  of  this  witness 
by  habeas  corpus,  that  ho  might  be  called  to 
answer  a  charge  in  Court.  The  Judge  refused 
to  grant  the  application.  There  was  a  rea^on  in 
it.  At  that  time  Worgan  was  awaiting  trial  for 
forgery  at  Wunganui ;  and  it  was  contended  that, 
if  lie  were  called  upon  to  appear  in  answer  to  that 
application  a  few  weeks  before  the  trial  came 
on  at  Wanganui,  it  might  impair  the  defence 
which  he  could  otherwise  make.    That  was  one 
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Tiew  "whicU  the  Judge  acted  upon  in  refusing  the 
application  ;  but  the  effect  remained  on  the  Native 
mind  that  the  Courts  of  law  refused  to  produce 
a  witness  who  could  testify  to  wrong  done  to 
them.  If  the  House  accepted  the  suggestion  of 
the  Gorernment,  and  refused  to  produce  a  witness 
whose  cTidence  was  absolutely  necessary,  what 
would  the  Natives  think  when  they  were  told  that 
the  laws  were  equal,  and  that  they  should  go  to 
the  law-courts  ?  He  did  not  take  it  that  tlie  Go- 
Temment  meant  to  burke  the  evidence  of  the  wit- 
ness; but  they  said  this  was  a  most  important  pre- 
cedent. There  was  no  new  precedent  in  it.  Over 
and  over  again  men  detained  in  gaol  had  been 
brought  up  by  order  of  the  representative  House. 
If  the  matter  were  adjourned,  it  would  become  an 
Order  of  the  day,  and  would  go  down  on  the 
Order  Paper.  He  doubted  whether  the  Committee 
would  be  able  to  bring  it  up  again,  except  by 
consent,  to  enable  the  evidence  to  be  taken  at  the 
proper  time.  The  Committee  had  a  perfect  right 
to  ask  the  House  to  order  the  attendance  of  a 
witness.  The  fact  of  his  being  in  gaol  made  not 
the  least  difference  in  the  case.  He  trusted  the 
House  would  order  the  evidence  to  be  obtained, 
and  not  allow  a  debate  on  the  question  in  the 
House  before  it  was  tried. 

'  Mr.  TOLE  did  not  think  any  adjournment 
should  be  allowed.  If  they  took  sucli  a  course 
they  would  simply  check  investigation  upon  all 
petitions  brought  before  the  House.  He  under- 
stood this  witness  was  not  required  sin?ply  upon 
the  motion  of  the  petitioner,  but  was  required  to 
be  brought  up  on  the  order  of  the  Committee. 
The  Committee  was  substantially  the  House,  and 
no  Committee  of  the  House  should  be  made 
subordinate  to  any  department  of  Government. 
That  Committee  was  above  the  Department  of  Jus- 
tice, or  any  other  department  of  the  Government. 
Therefore  this  witness  should  be  brought  up.  He 
was  no  more  than  any  other  witness,  the  ex- 
ceptional circumstance  simply  being  that  he  was 
in  gaol.  They  had  merely  to  go  through  the  form 
of  getting  Mr.  Speaker's  warrant,  by  order  of  the 
House,  to  bring  up  the  witness  ;  otherwise  justice 
would  not  be  done. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  that  if  there  were  no 
exceptional  circumstances  in  the  case,  as  honor- 
able gentlemen  would  persuade  the  House,  it  was 
clear  the  Committee  would  issue  its  warrant  to 
have  the  witness  brought  up.  Representative 
bodies  all  over  the  world  had  to  guard  them- 
selves not  to  extend  power  to  Committees  to 
demand  the  presence  of  prisoners  except  by  the 
interposition  of  the  House.  He  thought  himself 
that  that  was  a  very  wise  rule  on  the  part  of 
the  House.  They  were,  as  a  House,  asked  to 
take  upon  themselves  the  responsibility  of  saying 
whether  this  witness  was  to  be  brought  up  or 
not.  The  Committee  might  very  well  have  given 
the  House  some  reason  for  the  production  of  the 
witness.  The  whole  question  of  the  power  of 
Committees  to  summon  j^itnesses  at  the  public 
expense  required  revision.  He  doubted  very 
much  whether  any  Committee  should  possess 
that  power.  In  the  matter  of  printing  they  had 
to  stop  the  authority  of  Committees  ou  account 
of  the  large  and  useless  expenditure  of  public 


money.  It  was  time  they  should  also  consider 
whether  or  not  it  was  advisable  to  restrict  the 
power  of  any  Committee  to  summon  witnesses 
from  all  parts  of  the  colony  at  the  public  expense 
without  the  direct  authority  of  the  House.  He 
did  not  know  what  authority  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  the  Thames  or  the  honorable  member  for 
Mount  Ida  had  in  assuming  as  they  did — although 
they  put  it  in  a  guarded  way — that  the  Govern- 
ment desired  to  burke  this  question.  The  Govern- 
ment had  no  feeling  whatever  except  to  lead  the 
House  in  the  right  course.  His  honorable  friend 
at  the  head  of  the  Government  was  perfectly 
willing  to  give  every  facility  for  this  matter 
to  come  on  on  the  following  day,  if  honorable 
members  consented ;  but  it  was  unreasonable  to 
ask  that  the  House,  having  reserved  this  power 
of  summoning  witnesses,  should  be  hurried  into 
summoning  this  witness  without  having  any  time. 
He  trusted  the  House  would  support  the  Govern- 
ment in  demanding  that  it  should  be  adjourned. 
He  would  not  object  to  its  coming  on  the  first  thing 
to-morrow,  if  that  could  be  managed,  in  order 
that  they  might  properly  consider  it.  He  thought 
it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  Government  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  this  question  of 
witnesses  being  summoned  by  Committees  at  the 
public  expense.  He  had  himself  seen  Committees 
used  for  the  purpose,  not  of  justice,  but  of  obtain- 
ing evidence  whicli  petitioners  did  not  care  to  go 
to  the  expense  or  risk  of  obtaining  in  the  ordinary 
Courts  of  law.  When  it  was  said  that  the  highest 
function  of  the  House  was  to  do  justice  to  all 
Her  Majesty's  subjects,  everybody  would  agree 
with  such  a  common  platitude ;  but  they  must 
bear  in  mind  that  it  had  been  considered  wise  by 
all  Legislatures  to  devolve  upon  the  ordinary 
Courts  of  law  the  decision  of  particular  matters, 
and  that  it  was  considered  unadvisable  for  the 
Legislature  to  interfere  in  such  matters  as  the 
ordinary  Courts  of  law  could  dispose  of.  They 
must  always  bear  that  in  mind,  and  not  allow 
their  Committees  to  be  used  for  matters  which  the 
ordinary  Courts  of  law  could  dispose  of,  or  to  be 
made  a  convenience  of  for  the  purpose,  of  getting 
at  evidence  on  which  to  found  future  proceed- 
ings in  the  Courts  of  law. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  understood  the  Premier 
to  say  that  the  Government  would  consider 
whether  this  was  of  sufficient  importance  or 
not.  If  the  honorable  gentleman  said  so,  he  was 
very  much  in  error ;  because  surely  it  was  not 
the  part  of  the  Government  to  consider  whether 
the  case  was  of  sufficient  importance  to  warrant 
the  production  of  this  witness.  It  was  for  the 
Committee  to  consider  that.  If  the  Government 
only  wished  to  see  if  there  were  precedents  for  this 
motion,  he  could  understand  the  request  for  ad- 
journment ;  but  to  ask  time  in  order  that  the 
Government  might  consider  whether  the  matter 
was  of  sufficient  importance  to  warrant  the  pro- 
duction of  this  witness,  was  quite  out  of  the  ques- 
tion. If  the  question  were  postponed,  the  House 
should  decide  that  it  would  come  on  the  first 
thing  on  the  following  day. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  thought  there  was  a  good 
deal  of  truth  in  what  fell  from  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer as  to  the  means  used  by  petitioners  to 
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obtain  justice;  bat  lie  conf eased  that  in  this 
inBtance  he  felt  verj  strongly.  Whatever  regu- 
lations might  be  made  hereafter  was  a  difftMcnt 
matter ;  but  he  thought  the  present  action  of  tlie 
Government  struck  a  blow  at  the  very  root  of 
Committees.  The  Committee  had  decided  almost 
unanimously  that  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to 
have  this  witness  in  order  to  make  the  inquiry  ; 
but  now  it  was  said  that  they  should  not  have 
the  witness  brought  up  at  once.  Such  action 
completely  stultified  the  Committee,  and  it  would 
have  the  effect  of  preventing  any  independent 
man  from  joining  the  Committees.  To  his  mind 
there  was  a  very  much  more  important  matter 
involved.  It  appeared  that  the  character  of  a 
member  of  the  House  was  involved,  and  for  the 
honor  of  the  House  itself  they  were  bound  to 
afford  every  possible  facility.  It  must  be  known 
to  the  Premier  that  the  gaoler  could  not  deliver 
up  a  prisoner  without  proper  authority. 

Mr.  GISBORNE  thought  this  question  should 
be  looked  at  from  two  aspects.  He  would  like 
Mr.  Speaker  to  look  at  the  Standing  Orders,  and 
rule  whether  a  Committee  with  power  to  call  for 
persons  and  papers  had  not  power  through  the 
Chairman  to  sumoion  witnepses  even  under  de- 
tention in  prison.  Orders  206  and  207  evidently 
alluded  to  witnesses  being  called  before  the  bar  of 
the  House,  or  to  Select  Committees  who  had  not 
power  to  call  for  persons  and  papers,  and  in  that 
case  either  the  Clerk  of  the  House  called  the  wit- 
ness, or,  if  the  witness  was  in  custody  of  the  keeper 
of  a  prison,  the  Speaker  ordered  his  being  brought 
up.  Order  208  said, "  A  Committee  having  power 
to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and  records,  summons 
witnesses  by  its  own  orders,  signed  by  the  Chair- 
man." If  a  Committee  had  power  to  send  for 
papers  and  persons,  it  apparently  had  power  to 
summon  those  persons  whether  they  were  in  gaol  or 
not.  That  was  one  view.  The  other  was  this: 
Supposing  it  was  the  House  that  summoned  per- 
sons  at  the  request  of  Committees,  clearly  it  was 
an  administrative  act  of  the  House.  The  House 
would  have  no  knowledge  of  what  was  going  on 
in  Committee,  and  had  no  power  to  review  the 
proceedings  of  a  Committee  until  the  Committee 
reported  to  the  House.  It  would  be  quite  irre- 
gular, if  a  Committee  said, "  We  want  to  get  a 
witness  who  is  in  gaol,"  for  the  House  to  say, 
"  What  have  you  been  doing  ?  We  must  first 
judge  whether  the  evidence  of  this  witness  is 
necessary."  That  involved  a  review  of  the  whole 
proceedings  of  the  Committee  before  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Committee  were  closed.  For  the 
Government  to  interpose  and  say,  '*We  do  not 
think  this  witness  is  necessary  ;  and  the  Depart- 
ment of  Justice  is  now  under  our  charge," 
was  quite  an  anomalous  course  of  procedure. 
The  Government  were  only  part  of  the  House. 
The  Committee  to  which  the  question  had  been 
referred  by  order  of  the  House  was  intrusted 
with  the  power  of  calling  for  persons  and  papers, 
and  the  House  had  no  right,  in  the  middle  of  the 
Committee's  proceedings,  to  say,  "  We  don't  think 
this  witness  is  necessary."  How  could  the  Com- 
mittee satisfactorily  do  its  duty,  if  interrupted  in 
the  course  of  its  proceedings  by  mistaken  or  party 
action  on  the  part  of  this  House,  before  it  knew 
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the  whole  course  of  the  proceedings  of  that  Com- 
mittee, or  the  object  for  which  evidence  was 
called  ?  If  they  were  to  review  the  whole  coarse 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Commiitee  which  was 
now  in  progress,  it  would  not  be  a  mere  adminis- 
trative act  on  the  part  of  this  House.  The  Com- 
mittee were  of  opinion  that  So-and-so  should  be 
called,  and  that  the  power  necessary  for  that 
purpose  should  be  formally  given.  The  giving 
of  that  power  was  a  formal  and  administrative 
act.  In  that  way  alone  could  justice  be  done; 
and  no  Committee  with  any  sense  of  self-respect 
would  submit  to  any  other  course.  He  would 
like  to  know  whether  the  decision  of  the  House 
was  necessary,  and,  if  so,  whether  it  should  not 
be  considered  necessary  as  a  formal  act. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  there  was  no  power 
given  to  the  Chairman  of  a  Committee  to  get 
a  prisoner  out  of  gaol  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
evidence,  nor  was  it  in  the  power  of  the  Speaker 
himself  to  do  so.  It  could  only  be  done  by  an 
order  of  the  House.  The  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee had  correctly  stated  that  he  (Mr.  Speaker) 
had  pointed  out  to  him  the  course  adopted  at 
Home,  but  it  had  not  been  his  intention  to  issue 
any  warrant  without  due  premeditation.  As 
this  was  the  first  case  of  the  kind  that  had 
occurred,  he  should  have  taken  the  opinion  of 
the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  on  the  form  of 
warrant  to  be  used.  It  would  be  his  duty  to 
take  care  that  no  step  was  taken  which  ahould 
interfere  with  the  operation  of  the  prisoner's 
sentepce ;  and,  in  order  that  there  should  be  no 
needless  clashing  with  "  The  Prisons  Act,  1873," 
he  would  confer  with  the  Government  as  to 
whether  the  power  which  belonged  to  the  Gover- 
nor of  ordering  the  removal  of  a  prisoner  from 
one  place  to  another  might  not  be  exercised  by 
the  removal  of  the  prisoner  from  the  Wanganui 
to  the  Wellington  Gaol;  and  if  he  felt  any 
diffidulty  in  his  own  mind  about  it,  in  hereafter 
dealing  with  the  subject  he  would  bring  the 
matter  again  under  the  consideration  of  the 
House. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE  asked  the  ruling  of  the 
Speaker  on  this  point :  Was  it  competent  for  any 
Committee  of  this  House  to  bring  before  it  a  per- 
son as  a  witness  who  was  charged  with  a  felony  ? 
This  person  was  summoned  as  a  witness  to  give 
evidence  upon  a  charge  of  felony  against  himself. 

Mr.  BEEVES  thought  this  was  a  matter  which 
belonged  entirely  to  the  Committee.  There  was 
no  allegation  that  thb  man  was  guilty  of  felony. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  sanction  of  the  House 
must  be  obtained  before  the  witness  could  be  taken 
out  of  gaol. 

Mr.  MoLEAN  said  he  knew  nothing  of  this 
matter  before  he  came  to  this  House.  When 
such  an  important  precedent  was  to  be  established 
the  Committee  should  give  good  reason  why  it 
wanted  to  get  this  person  before  it.  From  what 
had  been  said  by  different  members  who  had 
spoken,  it  would  appear  that  the  Committee  had 
asked  for  this  to  be  done.  In  these  Committees 
hole-and-corner  business  was  done,  and  he  believed 
it  was  so  in  this  case. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  did  not  think  the  honorable 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


1879.]    N^ative  Afairs  Cammtttee:     [HOUSE.]  Summoning  Witness. 


105 


member  was  in  order  in  making  such  an  observa- 
tion regarding  any  Committee. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  The 
honorable  member  should  withdraw  such  an  ex- 
pression. 

Mr.  SPBAKER  said  the  Committees  were  in- 
trasted  with  large  powers,  and  they  deserved  to 
be  respected  and  not  spoken  of  in  this  way. 
The  honorable  member  should  withdraw  the  ob- 
serration. 

Mr.  McLean  begged  to  withdraw  the  ex- 
pression. The  way  in  which  it  was  taken  up  was 
not  what  he  meant.  What  he  meant  was  this  : 
that,  when  there  was  a  large  Committee  of  twenty- 
three  members,  people  who  had  a  case  coming  on 
would  go  and  ask  certain  members  to  attend  the 
Petitions  Committee  who  were  favourable  to  their 
petition.  Then  a  recommendation  was  brought 
down  to  this  House  on  the  authority  of  those 
members  present,  although  only  five  were  present. 
That  was  what  he  meant.  He  did  not  wish  to 
impute  any  motives  to  members. 

Sir  Q-.  GREY  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  He 
asked  that  the  honorable  member's  words  might 
be  taken  down,  in  which  he  stated  that  certain 
members  were  asked  to  attend.  He  (Sir  G.  Grey) 
knew  nothing  of  that. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Would  the  honorable  mem- 
ber repeat  tlie  offensive  words  ? 

Sir  G.  GREY  understood  the  honorable  mem- 
ber to  say  that  certain  members  of  the  Committee 
were  asked  to  attend,  favourable  to  the  petitioner. 
Mr.  McLEAN  did  not  say  that. 
Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  member  has 
stated  that  he  did  not  use  those  words.  I  did  not 
catch  them  myself. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— That  is  what  we  understood 
him  to  say. 

Mr.  MoLEAN  was  referring  to  Committees 
generally.  He  did  not  refer  to  this  Committee 
in  particular.  It  was  well  known  amongst 
honorable  members  that  this  was  done.  Every 
member  on  a  Committee  knew  that  they  were 
asked  to  attend. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  denied  that  he  knew  any- 
thing of  the  kind. 

Mr.  McLEAN.— Nearly  all  the  members  of 
this  Committee  had  left ;  only  five  were  left  out 
of  a  Committee  of  twenty-two. 

Mr.  LUNDON.— That  is  not  correct :  I  was 
present. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — When  a  few  members  left  on 
a  Committee  came  to  a  decision  they  should  have 
given  some  reasons  why  this  person  should  be 
summoned,  or  the  reason  they  had  for  asking  that 
this  person  should  be  summoned.  He  referred 
principally  to  what  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames  had  stated.  When  he  spoke  of  the  mem- 
bers of  a  Committee  bringing  up  a  recommenda- 
tion, he  sl«ted  that,  whatever  recommendation 
the  Committee  made,  the  Government  were  bound 
to  carry  it  out.  He  (Mr.  McLean)  held  a  com- 
pletely opposite  view.  He  held  that,  whatever 
recommendation  any  Committee  brought  down, 
the  Qovemment  were  bound  to  look  into  the 
c*»e.  They  were  bound  to  say  whether  they 
approved  of  the  recommendation,  and  give  rea- 
sons to  the  House  why  they  should  lUlow  the 
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recommendation  to  pass,  or  why  it  should  be  re- 
jected. He  knew  that  when  he  had  the  honor  of 
a  seat  in  the  Government  he  carefully  watched  all 
recommendations  of  the  Committee.  He  was  not 
afraid  to  stand  up  and  say  so  when  he  objected  to 
them  and  when  he  did  not.  In  many  cases  he 
was  successful  in  resisting  certain  claims.  The 
Committee  took  evidence  iu  this  way  :  They  asked 
what  evidence  the  petitioner  had  to  give.  If  no 
one  was  looking  in  the  opposite  direction,  it  was 
a  one-sided  case  that  came  before  the  Committee. 
Although  the  Committee  might  be  right  in  recom- 
mending what  they  did,  if  they  had  the  other 
side  of  the  case  before  them  they  would  possibly 
have  come  to  a  different  determination.  Many 
of  these  petitioners  came  before  this  Committee 
with  a  view  of  getting  out  evidence  which  they 
could  not  get  in  a  Court  of  law,  in  order  to 
help  a  civil  case.  He  believed  there  was  a  writ 
served  in  the  Supreme  Court  in  this  case,  and  an 
attempt  was  being  made  to  bring  out  evidence 
before  the  Committee  that  could  not  be  got  in  a 
Court  of  law.  He  thought  that  was  a  thing  the 
House  should  carefully  guard  against.  That  was 
why  some  good  reason  should  be  given  for  going 
outside  the  ordinary  course  to  summon  parties 
before  the  Committee.  This  was  part  and  parcel 
of  the  Napier  cases,  of  which  the  House  should 
take  some  cognizance.  They  should  pass  a  law  to 
put  an  end  to  these  oases,  and  keep  them  from 
coming  to  this  House  from  year  to  year,  where 
there  could  be  no  satisfaction  given — cases  which 
should  only  be  settled  in  a  Court  of  law.  If  the 
Government  wished  time  to  consider  the  matter 
it  was  only  reasonable  that  they  should  be  allowed 
time.  He  was  not  influenced  by  any  party  mo- 
tives, but  he  would  like  to  see  fair-play  shown. 

Mr.  HISLOP  did  not  know  whether  the  honor- 
able gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down  was 
giving  the  House  the  benefit  of  his  experience 
as  a  Minister  and  a  member  of  the  PubUc  Peti- 
tions Committee,  and  was  stating  the  action  which 
that  Government  took  when  any  petition  was 
brought  forward  that  went  against  the  Gt>vem- 
ment.  If  so,  he  was,  no  doubt,  right ;  but,  if  he 
pretended  to  say  that  the  business  was  carried 
out  in  the  same  way  now  that  greater  reeard 
was  paid  for  constitutional  government,  he  (Mr. 
Hislop)  did  not  think  the  honorable  gentleman 
was  stating  that  which  was  correct.  The  Colo- 
nial Treasurer  said  that  the  ex-Premier  and  the 
honorable  member  for  Mount  Ida  were  mistaken 
when  they  stated  that  the  Government  felt 
strongly  on  this  question  and  intended  to  burke 
it.  If  there  was  any  evidence  needed  to  show 
that  the  Government  did  feel  strongly  on  the 
question  it  was  the  manner  in  which  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  spoke,  and  the  seriousness  with  which 
he  laid  down  propositions  which  ought  to  be 
laughed  out  of  the  House ;  and  also  the  almost 
frantic  way  in  which  some  honorable  members  on 
the  Government  benches  applauded  some  remarks 
made  by  the  honorable  member  for  Waikouaiti. 
He  did  not  know  whether  the  Government  in- 
tended to  have  this  debate  adjourned  for  the 
purpose  of  considering  the  precedent  that  Mr. 
Speaker  should  call  upon  any  witness  required 
to  give  evidence  who  might  be  in  a  prison,  or 
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whether  it  waa  in  order  to  enable  the  Gk)Tem- 
ment  to  make  inquiries  into  the  case  before  the 
Committee  had  done  so.  If  the  Gbvemment 
only  intended  to  consider  whether  it  was  a 
proper  precedent  to  set  up  that  Mr.  Speaker 
should  issue  a  warrant  requiring  a  prisoner  to 
attend  as  a  witness,  he  would  not  oppose  the  ad- 
journment. But,  if  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
quiring into  the  petition  and  the  evidence  brought 
before  the  Committee,  he  would  oppose  the  ad- 
journment. He  would  oppose  the  motion  for 
adjournment  until  he  beard  a  statement  from 
the  Goremment  as  to  the  reason  why  they 
wished  it.  As  to  the  first  matter,  he  did  not 
think  that  there  was  anj  very  serious  question 
being  set  up,  and  he  did  not  think  it  was  a  matter 
that  required  rery  great  consideration  to  enable 
the  Gbvemment  to  make  up  their  minds.  He 
should  have  hoped  that  the  GK>Temment  were 
aware  of  the  privileges  of  that  House  as  to  the 
examination  of  witnesses.  The  question  was 
raised  by  the  honorable  member  for  Grey  and 
Bell  as  to  what  the  privilege  was  with  regard  to 
witnesses,  and  whether  witnesses  were  forced  to 
answer  questions  which,  if  answered,  and  the  an- 
swers allowed  to  be  used  in  a  Court  of  law,  would 
criminate  them.  He  (Mr.  Hislop)  was  astonished 
that  an  honorable  member  who  Imd  set  himself  up 
there  as  a  constitutional  historian — one  who  haa 
on  many  occasions  corrected  the  younger  mem- 
bers of  the  House — should  have  been  so  ignorant 
of  what  had  taken  place  within  the  last  half- 
century  with  regard  to  Committees  of  the  House 
of  Commons  as  not  to  know  that  witnesses  had 
in  some  cases  admitted  that  they  had  committed 
murders,  and  the  answers  had  not  been  allowed 
to  be  used  against  them.  One  of  the  privileges 
of  a  Committee  was,  that  it  could  force  a  witness 
to  answer  a  question,  whatever  the  answer  might 
be ;  and  no  answer  made  before  the  House,  or  a 
Committee,  in  a  matter  in  which  such  witness  was 
a  party,  was  allowed  to  be  used  against  a  wit- 
ness in  a  Court  of  law.  Then,  with  regard  to  the 
matters  raised  by  the  honorable  member  for  Wai- 
kouaiti,  the  order  had  already  been  made  by  the 
House  that  this  petition  should  be  inquired  into 
by  this  Committee ;  aiid  the  question  was  simply 
this :  Should  the  House  or  the  Committee  resolve 
as  to  the  means  of  carrying  that  out,  and  decide 
whether  such  a  person  was  a  proper  witness  or 
not  ?  If  the  House  was  going  to  control  a  Com- 
mittee of  that  sort,  it  was  simply  taking  away  its 
whole  powers  and  usefulness. 

Question  put, "  That  the  debate  be  adjourned ;" 
upon  which  a  division  was  called  for,  with  the 
following  result : — 

Ayes         46 

Noes         26 


Majority  for 


Mr.  Acton  Adams, 
Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Bain, 
Mr.  Ballance, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Bryce, 

Mr.  Hulop 
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AYB8. 

Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Pitt, 
Mr.  Pyke, 
Mr.  Bichardson, 
Mr.  KoUeston, 
Captain  Bussell, 


Mr.  Bunny, 
Captain  Colbeck, 
Mr.  Dick, 
Mr.  Finn, 
Mr.  Fulton, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  HaU. 
Mr.  H.  Hirst, 
Mr.  W.  J.  Hurst, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Mason, 
Mr.  McCaughan, 
Mr.  McDonald, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Moorhouse, 
Mr.  Oliver, 


Mr.  Allwright, 
Mr.  Andrews, 
Mr.  Barron, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Gisbome, 
Sir  G.  Grey, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Major  Harris, 
Mr.  Hutchison, 
Mr.  Ireland, 
Mr.  Lundon, 
Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  Moss, 


Mr.  Saunders, 
Mr.  Seddon, 
Mr.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Shanks, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Studholme, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Colonel  Trimble, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 
Mr.  Whyte, 
Major  Willis. 
Mr.  Reader  Wood, 
Mr.  Wright. 

Tellers. 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  Murray. 


Noes. 

Mr.  Reeves, 
Mr.  Reid, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Tainni, 
Mr.  Tawhai, 
Major  Te  Wheoro, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  Tomoana, 
Mr.  Tumbull, 
Dr.  WaUis. 


Ttllers. 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Q-eorge. 

The  debate  was  consequently  adjourned. 


WELLINGTON-FOXTON  RAILWAY. 
Mr.  HALL,  before  the  House  proceeded  with 
the  business  on  the  Order  Paper,  wished  to  make 
a  short  statement.  Upon  an  examination  which 
bad  lately  taken  place  of  the  legality  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  railway  contracts  had  lately  been 
let,  it  appeared  that  many  railway  works,  how- 
ever desirable,  could  not  at  present  be  let  without 
considerable  delay,  and  probably  not  without 
some  alteration  in  the  law.  With  regard  to  rail- 
way works  generally,  that  difficulty  would  be 
dealt  with  in  the  ordinary  course ;  but  there  were 
certain  works  of  a  specially  pressing  character, 
which  would  afford  employment  to  a  considerable 
number  of  working-men  who  were  in  distress 
at  the  present  time,  and  with  regard  to  which 
the  Government  thought  that  immediate  action 
should  be  taken  at  once.  This  remark  applied 
especially  to  the  contract  for  reclamation  at 
Pipitea  Point,  which  would  become  a  portion 
of  the  Wellington  and  Foxton  Railway,  and  also 
to  small  sections  of  railway  in  other  parts  of  the 
country.  The  Government  would,  therefore,  at 
half -past  seven  o'clock,  ask  that  Supply  should  be 
taken  first,  and  would  move  a  resolution  which 
would  enable  them  to  accept  the  tender  for  the 
contract  he  had  mentioned,  and  also  to  go  on 
with  other  railway  works  of  a  sufficient  extent  to 
afford  the  necessary  employment  to  the  unem- 
ployed in  different  parts  of  the  colony.  Under 
the  circumstances  in  which  the  Gh>vemment  was 
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plaoedi  he  hoped  there  would  be  no  objection 
to  the  course  proposed  by  it. 

Mr.  Q-EORGE  subsequently  asked  the  Minis- 
ter for  Public  Works,  Whether  it  is  true,  as  stated 
in  the  Evening  Post  of  the  3rd  November,  that 
a  tender  for  £66,000  odd  has  been  accepted  for 
the  Pipitea  reclamation,  and  part  of  the  Welling- 
ton-Foxton  Railway  ? 

Mr.  OLIVER  said  that  when  the  Gh)vemment 
took  office  they  found  that  tenders  had  been  called 
for  for  the  Kaiwarawara  section  of  the  Welling- 
ton-Foxton  Railway.  Tenders  were  receired,  the 
lowest  of  which  amounted  to  £66,669  5s.  The 
€K)Temment  had  every  desire  to  increase  legiti- 
mate demands  for  labour,  so  as  to  lessen  the 
number  of  unemployed,  and  they  were  anxious 
to  close  with  the  lowest  tenderer  ;  but  they  were 
still  more  anxious  to  keep  within  the  bounds  of 
the  law,  and  they  had  refused  to  enter  into 
the  contract  withbut  the  consent  of  the  House, 
and,  as  the  Premier  had  stated,  authority  would 
be  asked  for  from  the  House  by  the  Premier  tliat 
erening.  The  reply  of  the  Government  to  the 
lowest  tenderer  was  as  follows  : — 

"  Public  Works  Office, 
"  Wellington,  3rd  November,  1879. 

"  Sib, — I  am  directed  to  inform  you  that  your 
tender  for  the  Kaiwarawara  contract  of  the 
Wellington-Fox  ton  Railway,  in  terms  of  the  spe- 
cifications, drawings,  and  general  and  special  con- 
ditions, for  the  sum  of  £66,669  5s.,  is  the  lowest, 
and  will  be  accepted  by  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works  as  soon  as  an  appropriation  is  obtained 
from  Parliament. — I  have,  Ac., 

"John  Knowlbs, 
"  Under  Secretary  for  Public  Works. 
"  J.  Saunders,  Esq., 

"  Contractor,  &c.,  Wellington." 

Mr.  HISLOP  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works, — (I)  If  it  is  true  that  a  contract  has  been 
let,  involving  an  expenditure  of  £66,000  or  there- 
abouts, for  reclamation  at  Pipitea,  and  the  con- 
struction of  the  Wellington  to  Foxton  Railway ; 
and,  if  so,  out  of  what  appropriation  such  sum  is 
payable  ;  (2)  the  respective  amounts  to  be  ex- 
pended on  reclamalion  and  railway  construction  ; 
(3)  the  probable  cost  of  the  construction  of  the 
Wellington  to  Foxton  line,  and  when  it  is  sup- 
posed it  will  be  completed  ;  (4)  the  total  area  of 
land  which  has  been  acquired  from  the  Natives 
since  the  29th  day  of  August,  1878,  and  which  is 
contiguous  to  or  will  be  rendered  available  for 
settlement  by  the  construction  of  such  line,  and 
the  proceeds  of  which  will  be  available  towards 
payment  of  the  cost  of  such  construction ;  (5) 
also  the  total  cost  of  such  land,  and  the  amount 
which  it  is  estimated  will  be  realized  from  the 
same  after  the  construction  of  the  railway  ?  The 
first  part  of  the  question  had  already  been  an- 
swered ;  but  perhaps  it  would  be  as  well  for  the 
House  to  be  informed  as  to  the  other  matters.  It 
would  be  in  the  remembrance  of  honorable  mem- 
bers that,  when  this  railway  was  projected  in 
1878,  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  said  the 
construction  of  the  line  would  depend  to  a  great 
extent  upon  the  acquisition  of  Native  lands, 
the   proceeds  of  which  would    afterwards   be 


placed  against  the  cost  of  the  line.  He  would 
like  to  know  whether  the  Government  had  taken 
any  steps  towards  acquiring  the  Native  land  at 
such  a  price  as  would  leave  a  fair  margin  above 
cost  and  expenses,  as  a  contribution  towards  the 
cost  of  this  line.  The  statement  of  the  Minister 
for  Public  Works  to  which  he  referred  would 
be  found  on  the  5th  page  of  the  Public  Works 
Statement  of  1878. 

Mr.  OLIVER  had  replied  to  the  first  question, 
and  could  not  at  present  give  the  information 
sought  for  by  the  honorable  gentleman  on  the 
other  points. 

CANTERBURY  LOCAL  BODIES. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
Why  the  £100,000  which  the  late  Government 
held  back  from  the  Canterbury  County  Councils 
and  Road  Boards,  and  which  the  Public  Accounts 
Committee  reported,  on  the  3rd  October,  1878, 
was  due  to  them,  and  should  be  paid  to  them, 
has  not  yet  been  paid ;  and  what  is  the  nature 
of  the  provision  made  for  that  purpose  by  the 
late  Colonial  Treasurer,  referred  to  by  him  in 
these  words  to  the  Christchurch  electors ;  "  Can- 
terbury has  £100,000  due  to  it,  for  which  ample 
provision  is  now  made.  I  took  care  that  that 
should  be  done,  and  at  a  time  when  I  had  no 
idea  for  a  moment  that  I  should  be  asked  to 
represent  Canterbury.  I  did  it  solely  as  Premier 
of  the  colony,  from  a  sense  of  justice"?  He 
might  say  that  the  local  bodies  of  Canterbury 
had  three  times  been  disappointed  with  refei^ence 
to  this  money.  In  the  first  place,  they  had  no 
idea  as  to  why  or  upon  what  authority  £227,000, 
of  which  this  £100,000  was  a  part,  was  retaiiled 
from  their  subsidies  by  the  late  Government ;  in 
the  second  place,  a  Committee  of  the  House  had, 
more  than  a  year  ago,  reported  that  this  sum  was 
due,  and  should  be  paid ;  and,  thirdly,  they  had 
received,  from  the  highest  possible  authority  — 
that  of  the  Premier  of  the  colony  and  Treasurer 
at  the  same  time  —  an  assurance,  given  to  the 
Christchurch  electors,  that  ample  provision  had 
been  made  for  this  payment,  and  had  actually 
concluded  that  therefore  they  might  immediately 
expect  it. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  there  was  no  doubt 
this  money  was  due,  that  the  payments  had  been 
kept  back,  and  that  all  sides  now  agreed  the 
money  should  be  paid.  He  did  not  know  what 
the  late  Premier  might  have  had  in  his  mind, 
but,  as  far  as  he  knew,  the  only  provision  that 
had  been  made  was  in  the  Schedule  of  the  Loan 
Act  of  last  session.  He  regretted  to  say  that  the 
loan  had  been  so  very  much  anticipated  by  ex- 
penditure already,  that  he  was  unable  to  tell  the 
honorable  gentleman  when  payment  would  be 
made. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS.  —  Do  I  understand  that 
payment  depends  entirely  upon  the  five-million 
loan  ? 

Major  ATKINSON.— Yes. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— Sir,  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
I  object  to  a  question  of  this  kind  being  put,  and 
such  a  statement  being  made  as 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— That  is  not  a  point  of  order. 
The  question  was  in  ordinary  form. 
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Sir  (3t.  GREY.— I  think  nofe.  It  is  contrary  to 
tbo  rules  of  Parliament  tliat  a  question  should  be 
put  to  the  Treasurer  which  should  be  put  to  me. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  member  is 
quite  out  of  order.  No  debate  can  arise.  I 
thought  the  honorable  gentleman  was  desirous  of 
making  some  personal  explanation. 

Sir  a.  GREY.— Well,  I  rise  to  a  personal  ex- 
planation. My  explanation  is  tbis  :  It  is  unjust 
to  put  a  question,  which  implicates  a  third  party, 
to  be  answered  by  another  person,  when  the 
person  to  whom  the  question  relates  is  here  to 
answer  for  himself.  The  rules  of  the  House 
would  allow  that  question  to  be  put  to  me,  and 
my  answer  would  have  been  different.  I  should 
hare  pointed  out  that  the  honorable  member  for 
Cheyiot  made  a  statement  contrary  to  fact — tbat 
I  never  said  the  money  would  be  immediately 
paid.  It  would  be  found  that  many  letters  had 
been  written  on  this  subject,  and  the  distinct 
statement  was  made  that  the  money  could  not  be 
paid  until  the  loan  was  raised.  It  is  contrary 
to  parliamentary  rules  to  put  sucli  a  question  to 
the  Treasurer,  and  not  to  myself ;  and  I  have  a 
rieht  to  complain  of  that  question  having  been 
allowed  to  stand  upon  the  Order  Paper. 

TAPANUI    RAILWAY. 

Mr.  IRELAND  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  If  the  Government  are  willing  to  make 
to  the  contractors  of  the  Tapanui- Waipahi  Rail- 
way a  progress  payment,  with  the  view  oi  enabling 
thenf  to  complete  the  line  as  speedily  as  possible, 
and  thus  afford  the  producers  of  the  liistricts 
affected  the  means  of  obtaining  a  market  for 
their  grain,  &c.  ? 

Mr.  OLIVER,  in  reply,  said  this  question  re- 
lated to  a  contract  of  a  special  character,  the 
terms  of  the  contract  being,  as  to  payment,  that 
the  amount  of  the  contract — £61,500 — was  to  be 
paid  in  three  equal  instalments  after  a  certificate 
of  the  completion  of  the  railway  had  been  given, 
at  60  days,  120  days,  and  180  days.  The  work 
proceeded  very  well  up  to  a  certain  date,  about 
three  or  four  months  ago;  but  since  that  date 
scarcely  any  progress  had  been  made.  Repre- 
sentation had  been  made  to  the  Government  on 
the  part  of  the  producers  in  that  district  that  it 
was  necessary  in  their  interests  that  the  portion 
of  the  line  which  could  be  completed  before  the 
next  season  should  be  taken  over  by  the  Govern- 
ment, so  that  it  might  be  used  for  the  purpose  of 
conveying  grain  to  market.  The  contractors  had 
asked  the  Government  to  take  that  portion  over 
and  make  a  progress  payment,  and  it  remained 
with  the  Government  to  say  whether  they  were 
prepared  to  vary  the  conditions  of  the  contract 
and  to  make  progress  payments,  notwithstanding 
that  presumably  a  hif<ber  price  was  being  paid 
for  this  work  than  would  have  been  paid  if  pro- 

rss  payments  had  at  first  been  agreed  upon, 
might  be  necessary,  in  the  interests  of  the 
residents  of  that  neighbourhood,  that  this  work 
should  be  taken  over;  but,  if  so,  he  thought  the 
Government  would  be  justified  in  asking  that  the 
terms  of  the  contract  should  bo  varied  in  regard  I 
to  the  price  to  be  paid.  I 

Mr.  Speaktr 


RAILWAY  RETURNS. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  asked  the  Minister  for 
PubUc  Works,  Why  the  monthly  railway  returns 
of  the  receipts  and  expenditure  have  not  been 
published  in  tbo  Gazette  for  the  last  three 
months,  the  date  of  the  last  published  being 
for  the  four-weekly  period  ending  26th  of  July, 
1879  ?  Ever  since  the  Government  had  had  the 
control  of  the  railways  of  the  colony  it  had  been 
the  custom  every  month  to  publish  in  the  Qazette 
returns  showing  the  receipts  and  expenditure  on 
the  various  lines.  That  practice  had  been  dis- 
continued about  three  months  ago,  and  no  infor- 
mation was  now  given  to  the  public.  This  was 
information  anxiously  looked  for  by  himself  and 
others  who  took  an  interest  in  the  railway  system 
of  the  eolonv,  and  therefore  he  put  the  question 
standing  in  his  name. 

Mr.  OLIVER  said  it  was  the  fact  that  the 
returns  formerly  published  had  been  discontinued, 
and  that  had  been  done  in  pursuance  of  a  recom- 
mendation made  to  the  Government  by  the  Rail- 
way Commissioners.  He  was  not  fully  acquainted 
with  the  reasons  which  induced  those  gentlemen 
to  make  that  recommendation ;  but  he  did  not 
agree  with  them. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  —  Does  the  honorable 
gentleman  intend  to  recommence  the  publication 
of  the  returns  ? 

Mr.  OLIVER  said  the  publication  would  be 
resumed,  and  the  returns  would  take  the  ordinary 
form. 

WAIKATO  SURVEYS. 

Major  Tli  WHEORO  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  it  is  their  intention  to  discontinue  all 
surveys  carried  on  at  the  present  time  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Waikato  ?  The  reason  why  he  asked  the 
question  standing  in  his  name  was  this  *..  that  a 
great  deal  of  objection  existed  on  the  part  of  the 
Maoris,  who  were  continually  running  after  the 
Government  officer  to  try  and  get  something  done 
in  settlement  of  their  grievances.  He  (Major  Te 
Wheoro)  had  received  a  telegram  informing  him 
that  Natives  were  on  the  ground  watching  an 
opportunity  to  prevent  the  surveyors  doing  their 
work.  Ho  asked  the  Government  to  discontinue 
the  surveys  lest  the  same  trouble  should  arise 
there  that  had  been  experienced  at  Ohinemuri. 

Mr.  BRYCE  asked  whether  the  honorable 
gentleman  referred  to  the  Patetere  Block. 

Major  TE  WHEORO  said  he  did. 

Mr.  BRYCE  said  the  matter  to  which  the 
honorable  gentleman  referred  had  given  him  a 
good  deal  of  trouble.  It  was  one  of  the  legacies 
that  he  had  come  into,  and  he  was  under  the 
impression  that  the  honorable  gentleman,  as  an 
officer  of  the  Government,  hod  been  himself  partly 
responsible  for  what  was  now  going  on.  He 
had  been  making  all  the  inquiries  it  was  pos- 
sible to  make  for  the  last  few  days,  and  he  found 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  was  correct  in  say- 
ing that  there  was  some  dissatisfaction  with  the 
survey  that  was  now  going  on.  He  had  endea- 
voured to  ascertain  whether  the  dissatisfaction 
really  amounted  to  anything  serious  or  not ;  and 
he  would  be  happy  to  confer  with  the  honorable 
gentleman,  and  have  his  opinion  upon  the  matter, 
because  it  was  a  thing  to  which  he  attached  very 
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great  importance.  He  might  say  that  a  Native 
of  Bome  influence  in  the  Waikato  had  come  down 
to  Wellington  for  the  purpose  of  urging  upon 
him  the  necessity  of  stopping  the  survey,  in  case, 
as  the  honorable  gentleman  himself  said,  some- 
thing might  happen.  The  matter  was  under  his 
most  serious  consideration,  and  he  was  not  so 
anxious  to  press  the  survey  forward  as  the  Go- 
Temment  bad  previously  been,  although  he  would 
not  like  to  stop  it  abruptly.  It  might  be  con- 
Tenient  to  carry  it  on  up  to  a  suitable  point,  and 
then  to  stop  it  until  the  Natives  held  the  meeting 
wliioh  he  understood  they  desired  to  hold  with  a 
view  to  settling  this  question. 

RAILWAY  TICKETS. 

Captain  EUSSELL  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  Whether  the  Government  will 
authorize  the  sale  of  railway  tickets  at  post 
offices  and  by  such  persons  as  are  licensed  to 
sell  stamps  ? 

Mr.  OLIVER  said  the  subject  of  the  sale  of 
railway  tickets  by  tradespeople  and  at  post  offices 
received  the  careful  consideration  of  the  depart- 
ment after  the  close  of  the  session  of  1878,  but  it 
was  found  that,  with  existing  Treasury  and  Audit 
regulations,  it  would  be  quite  impracticable  to  at 
tempt  such  a  course.  By  the  Audit  regulations 
each  person  who  acted  as  agent  for  tickets  would 
either  have  to  purchase  the  supply  or  enter  into 
a  guarantee  for  the  value  of  them.  It  was  found 
that  a  supply  of  tickets  which  would  be  of  any 
use  whatever  meant  a  very  large  sum  of  money, 
and  it  would  not  be  possible  to  find  persons  will- 
ing to  act  as  agents. 

INVERCARGILL  GAOL. 

Mr.  BAIN  asked  the  Minister  of  Justice,  If  it 
is  intended  to  make  any  alterations  in,  or  addi- 
tion to,  Her  Majesty's  gaol  at  Invercargill  ? 
Several  efficient  reports  had  been  sent  in  to  the 
Gt>vemment  pointing  out  the  inadequacy  of  the 
accommodation  at  this  gaol,  and  he  would  be  glad 
to  hear  that  the  Government  intended  to  make 
some  better  provision  for  the  future. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  the  Government  were 
aware  of  the  necessities  of  the  case,  and  a  sum 
had  been  placed  on  tlie  draft  estimates  for  the 
purpose  indicated.  The  subject  had  not  been 
considered  how  far  the  finances  of  the  colony 
would  enable  all  the  buildings  required  in  this 
department  to  be  erected,  but  this  case  would 
receive  full  consideration. 

OTAUTAU-NIGHTOAPS  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  MoCAUGHAN  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  Why  the  contractor  for  the 
Otautau  and  Nightcaps  Railway  is  not  proceed- 
ing with  his  work  ? 

Mr.  OLIVER  said  the  Engineer  in  Charge  had 
reported  that  this  railway  would  be  ready  for 
opening  by  the  end  of  next  month.  If  there  was 
any  laxity,  the  contractor  would  be  pressed  on. 

Mr.  MoCAUGHAN  said  the  honorable  gentle- 
man had  evidently  misunderstood  the  question. 
This  railway  was  a  continuation  of  the  Otautau 
Railway  to  the  Nightcaps,  and  no  progress  was 
being  made  with  it. 


Mr.  OLIVER  explained  that  some  difficulty 
had  been  experienced  by  the  contractor  in  getting 
supplies  of  material,  but  the  department  was 
urging  him  on  as  fast  as  possible. 

NATIVE  LEASES. 

Captain  RUSSELL  asked,  Whether  the  Go- 
vernment will  appoint  some  official  in  the  prin- 
cipal towns  in  each  provincial  district  to  receive 
the  duty  payable  on  Native  leases ;  and  whether, 
taking  into  consideration  the  undue  pressure  of 
the  land-tax  on  holders  of  land  under  Native 
leases,  they  will  recommend  this  House  to  repeal 
that  clause  of  "The  Native  Land  Act,  1877," 
under  which  duty  is  levied  ? 

Major  ATKINSON  said  he  was  informed  that 
there  were  officers  appointed  in  ail  the  chief 
centres  to  receive  the  duty.  Possibly  the  honor- 
able gentleman  might  refer  to  back  dues  owing 
before  the  end  of  1878,  which  were  collected  by 
a  separate  officer,  Mr.  Warren.  In  Auckland, 
Wellington,  and  Napier  there  were  officers  to 
receire  the  dues.  As  to  the  second  part  of  the 
question,  that  was  a  matter  of  policy  which 
would  be  dealt  with  when  the  Government 
brought  down  their  financial  proposals. 

SEAWARD  BUSH  RAILWAY. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  SHANKS,  it  was  ordered, 
That  this  House  will  to-morrow  resolve  itself 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  consider  of  an 
address  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  praying 
that  thirty  thousand  acres  of  land  in  Seaward 
Forest  be  set  aside  for  the  purpose  of  construct- 
ing the  Seaward  Bush  Railway,  as  authorized  by 
the  Provincial  Council  of  Otago. 

PRESS  TELEGRAPH  WIRE. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  in  moving  the  motion  stand- 
ing in  his  name,  said  that  last  year  some  papers 
were  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House  relating  to 
an  arrangement  between  the  Government  of  that 
time  and  certain  newspapers,  by  which  the  exclu- 
sive use  of  a  telegraph  wire  was  given  to  those 
papers.  At  first  sight  it  appeared  from  the  papers 
laid  on  the  table  that  this  would  entail  a  cou- 
sideriible  loss  on  the  department,  and  also  that  it 
would  so  diminish  the  resources  of  the  Telegraph 
Department  that  it  could  no  longer  satisfy  the 
requirements  of  the  public  generally.  The  then 
Government  assured  the  House  that  there  would 
be  no  loss  of  revenue  to  the  country,  and  also  that 
another  wire  would  be  put  up  so  as  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  public.  He  did  not  know 
how  far  those  assurances  had  been  carried  out,  or 
whether  or  not  there  was  at  the  present  moment 
any  public  loss  or  inconvenience  occasioned  by 
the  arrangement.  He  had  no  doubt  the  House 
— and  he  was  sure  the  public — would  be  very 
glad  to  see  how  the  matter  stood,  and  it  was  for 
that  reason  he  had  given  notice  of  his  motion. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "  For  a 
Select  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  question  of 
what  facilities  can  be  given  by  the  Government 
for  the  use  of  the  telegraph  by  the  public  Press. 
The  Committee  to  consist  of  Mr.  Hall,  Mr.  Bain, 
Mr.  Barron,  Mr.  Bunny,  Mr.  J.  B.  Fisher,  Mr. 
Macaridrew,  Mr.  Swanson,  Mr.  Whitaker,  and  the 
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mover.  The  Committee  to  have  power  to  call 
for  persons  and  papers,  and  to  report  in  fourteen 
dajs  ;  three  to  be  a  quorum." — {Mr.  Johnston.) 

Mr.  HALL  said  the  Government  bad  no  ob- 
jection to  the  appointment  of  this  Committee. 
The  subject  was  inquired  into  by  a  Committee  of 
the  last  Parliament ;  but,  owing  to  want  of  time, 
a  complete  inquiry  could  not  be  made,  and  it  was 
recommended  tknt  a  Committee  sbould  be  ap- 
pointed this  session  for  the  purpose.  The  whole 
arrangement  was  in  an  unsatisfactory  condition, 
and  he  liad  no  doubt  that  tlie  inquiries  of  the 
Committee  would  lead  to  good  results. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

MONEY-ORBER  OFFICES. 

Mr.  GEORGE  asked  leave  to  witlidraw  his 
motion,  "That,  in  the  opinion  of  tliis  House,  all 
post  offices  in  the  colony  shall  also  be  opened  as 
money-order  offices."  He  had  placed  the  motion 
on  the  Order  Paper,  not  witli  the  hope  of  its  being 
carried,  for  he  did  not  think  it  would  be  judicious 
that  it  should  be,  but  simply  in  order  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Government  to  one  of  the  postal 
regulations — namely,  that  no  money-order  office 
could  be  opened  except  in  connection  with  a  post- 
office  savings  bank.  Now,  there  were  some  places 
where  money-order  offices  alone  could  be  opened 
tvithout  any  additional,  expense  and  without  the 
necessity  for  any  accountant  being  employed  there, 
but  where  a  money -order  office  would  be  a  great 
convenience.  He  would  like  the  Government  to 
gire  the  subject  their  attention,  and  see  if  any- 
tiiing  could  be  done  in  the  matter. 

Motion,  by  leare,  withdrawn. 

MIDDLE  ISLAND  BRANCH  RAILWAYS. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  in  moving  the  motion  standing 
in  his  name,  said  his  object  was  to  obtain  some 
reliable  data  for  the  guidance  of  honorable  mem- 
bers and  himself  when  called  upon  to  vote  for  a 
further  extension  of  our  railway  system.  The 
best  guide  for  that  purpose  would  be  the  result 
of  pnst  operations.  So  far  as  regarded  the  rail- 
ways in  the  Nortli  Island,  the  accounts  were 
already  quite  separate  and  distinct,  and  the  re- 
sult could  be  obtained  from  the  Public  Works 
Statement  for  the  current  year  j  but  it  was  not 
so  in  the  case  of  the  branch  railways  in  the 
Middle  Island.  There  might  he  r.^mo  difficulty 
in  giving  this  information  with  perfect  accuracy  ; 
but  all  he  asked  for  was,  that  it  should  be  as  near 
an  approximation  to  correctness  as  the  system  of 
railway  accounts  would  permit.  He  was  aware 
that  it  had  been  the  policy  of  successive  Govern- 
ments to  push  forward  the  railway  system  in 
order  to  open  up  land  for  purchase  and  settle- 
ment, and  under  that  system  no  very  profitable 
return  in  the  shape  of  traffic  could  be  looked  for 
for  the  first  two  or  three  years  after  the  con- 
struction of  any  particular  line.  He  believed, 
however,  that  some  portions  of  these  lines  had 
now  been  in  opemtion  quite  long  enough  to 
affijrd,  by  their  traffic  returns,  fair  information 
as  to  whether  the  lines  had  been  profitable  or 
not. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "That 
there  be  laid  on  the  table  a  return  of  the  reve- 
Jilr.  Johnston 


nue  and  expenditure  for  twelve  months  upon 
each  branch  line  of  railway  connected  with  the 
main  trunk  line  of  the  Middle  Island,  together 
with  the  cost  of  each  such  branch  line,  and  the 
date  of  opening." — (Mr.  Wright.) 

Mr.  HALL  said  the  Government  would  en- 
deavour to  furnish  the  return  as  far  as  thej 
could. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  would  like  the  Govern- 
ment, while  having  this  return  prepared,  to  take 
into  consideration  the  possibility  of  including  in 
it  a  statement  of  the  expenditure  and  revenue 
of  three  portions  of  the  main  trunk  line — from 
Amberley  to  Palmerston,  the  Dunediu  section, 
and  the  Invercargill  section.  Some  years  ago, 
and  up  to  a  comparatively  recent  date,  the  re- 
turns in  respect  to  these  three  sections  were  kept 
separate,  but  lately  they  had  been  published  all 
together  in  the  OazettCf  so  that  it  was  impossible 
to  compare  the  cost  of  the  work  on  the  three  sec- 
tions. This  was  a  matter  much  to  be  regretted, 
because  when  the  accounts  were  kept  sepa- 
rate the  general  public  could  be  guided  as  to  the 
merits  of  the  management  of  the  three  sections, 
and  it  also,  as  he  was  aware,  created  a  spirit  of 
emulation  between  the  managers  of  the  difierent 
sections  which  led  to  most  beneficial  results.  From 
his  own  observations  during  the  last  six  or  eight 
months,  he  felt  it  would  be  his  duty  to  bring  that 
matter  before  the  House  in  some  other  shape. 
Thac  enudation  no  longer  existed,  and,  in  fact,  such 
a  system  of  extravagance  was  growing  up  that  if 
the  Government  did  not  see  their  way  to  inter- 
fere the  House  would  have  to  do  so.  He  would 
not  detain  the  House  now,  and  would  only  ask 
the  Government  to  seo  whether  it  was  not  pos- 
sible to  separate  those  accounts,  so  as  to  enable 
himself  and  others  who  took  an  interest  in  these 
matter.'  to  give  an  intelligent  opinion  upon  the 
propofifions  brought  down  in  the  Public  Works 
Statemcj.t. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  thought  the  suggestion  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Christchurch  City  was 
an  exceedingly  valuable  one.  It  would,  however, 
be  desirable  that  some  honorable  gentleman  should 
move  an  addition  to  the  resolution,  so  as  to  give 
effect  to  the  honorable  gentleman's  wishes.  It 
was  unadvisable  that  returns  should  be  prepared 
in  a  way  different  from  that  ordered  by  the  House. 
The  Government  would  be  glad  to  accept  of  such 
an  amendment. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  explained  that,  from 
questions  he  had  asked  the  Minister  at  the  bead 
of  the  department,  he  had  reason  to  suppose 
that  it  was  very  doubtful  whether  what  he  sug- 
gested could  be  done.  He  did  not  like  to  move 
this  addition  himself,  because  if  it  were  carried 
the  return  would  be  incomplete.  He  wocld  be 
quite  satisfied  if  the  Premier  would  ask  his 
colleague,  when  bringing  down  his  Public  Works 
Statement,  if  possible,  to  divide  these  figures. 

Mr.  GISBORNE  would  like  to  understand 
what  was  meant  by  the  term  "  revenue."  Sup- 
posing a  person  went  from  Christchurch  to  Mal- 
vern, was  the  whole  of  the  fare  the  rerenue  of 
the  branch  line,  or  was  a  portion  of  it  the  revenue 
of  the  main  line  P 
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Mr.  HALL  could  not  say  authoritstively  what 
the  opinion  of  the  railway  authorities  would  be 
on  this  point.  He  should  think  that  a  proportion 
of  the  fare,  according  to  the  mileagei  would  be 
the  revenue  of  the  branch  line. 

Mr.  GISBORNE  said  that  probably  the  pas- 
senger would  not  trayel  at  all  unless  he  meant  to 
go  to  Malvern. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

PUBLIC  TRUST  FUNDS. 
Mr.  STEVENS,  in  moving  the  motion  standing 
in  bis  name,   would  briefly  explain   its  object. 
There  were  certain  funds  which  by  the  Public 
Revenues  Act  it  was  necessary  to  invest  in  se- 
curities.   These  funds  had  now  reached  a  sum  of 
about  £1,200,000,  and  the  investments  included 
— the  Post   Office  Savings  Bank  funds,   which 
amounted  on  the  8 1st  December  to  £756,000 ; 
investments  on  account  of  the  Public  Trust  Office, 
about  £50,000;  and  investments  on  account  of 
the  Gbvernment  Insurance  Department  of  about 
£243,000.   'The  sum  was  now  very  krge,  and  the 
tendency  was  necessarily  to  increase  as  these  de- 
partments enlarged  their  operations.    The  invest- 
ments generally  were  of  this  character  :  Those  of 
the  Public  Trust  Office  consisted  entirely  of  the 
securities  of  the  colony ;  the  investments  on  ao- 
ooont  of  the  Government  Insurance  Department 
appeared  to  consist  up  to  the  30th  June  of  Trea- 
sury bills  of  the  colony;   the  investments  on 
account  of  the  Post  Office  Savings  Bank  funds 
seemed  to  consist,  with  some  very  few  and  not 
important  exceptions,  of  the  bonds  of  the  colony, 
in  one  shape  or  another.    There  were  a  few  ex- 
ceptions— a  few  river  bonds  and  harbour  mort- 
gages— but,  speaking  generally,  the  securities  were 
almost  all  the  bonds  of  the  colony,  of  one  sort  and 
another.    The  question  of  how  these  funds  were 
to  be  dealt  with  was  one  of  an  important  charac- 
ter.   He  thought  it  was  desirable  that  such  a 
subject  should  be  investigated  by  what  might  be 
considered  a  specially-qualified  body  ;  and  it  ap- 
peared to  him  that  the  Public  Accounts  Committee, 
which  would  be  appointed  in  the  course  of  a  few 
days,  would  be  essentially  the  right  body  to  whom 
to  refer  the  question.     He  was  very  anxious  to  in 
no  way  prejudice  the  views  of  that  Committee  by 
discussing  the  matter  at  the  present  time,  further 
than  to  convey  to  the  House  the  opinion  which 
he  held  that  the  subject  was  one  which  might  be 
very  advantageously  considered.     If  the  House 
agreed  to  this  reference  he  would  invite  the  Com- 
mittee to  consider  whether  it  was  advisable  that 
these  funds,  taking  into  consideration  their  pecu- 
liar character,  should  continue  to  be  so  largely 
invested  in  the  securities  of  the  colony.      He 
should  then  ask  them  to  consider,  also,  whether 
it  would  be  advisable  that  the  securities  of  other 
colonies   or   any   other   established   institutions 
sboold   be   taken   instead ;    and   he   would  also 
like  them  to  consider  whether  a  different  course 
altogether  in  the  way  of  treating  these  moneys, 
either  wholly  or  in  part,  should  be  adopted.     He 
would  not  take  up  the  time  of  the  House,  for  the 
reasons  he  had  given,  in  discussing  a  subject  of 
such  a  strictly  technical  character.    If  the  House 
should  agree  to  the  motion,  he  believed  some  con- 


sideration might  advantageously  be  given  to  the 
question. 

Mr.  W.  J.  HURST  had  much  pleasure  in 
seconding  the  motion.  He  thought  the  House 
and  the  country  owed  a  debt  of  gratitude  for  the 
manner  in  which  the  honorable  gentleman  had 
introduced  this  very  important  question.  It  was 
a  matter  which  had  given  him  (Mr.  Hurst)  a 
considerable  amount  of  concern,  and  he  knew  of 
no  question  which  deserved  more  consideration  at 
their  hands  than  that  of  a  proper  investment  of 
funds  held  on  public  account.  He  scarcely  dared 
trust  himself  to  picture  the  disastrous  results 
that  might  follow  from  the  improper  investment 
of  those  funds.  He  agreed  that,  pending  the 
inquiry  by  the  Committee,  the  less  this  subject 
was  discussed  in  the  House  the  better.  He 
trusted  the  result  would  be  that  the  expectations 
of  the  mover  would  be  realized,  and  that  the 
Committee  would  be  composed  of  gentlemen  who 
would  regard  the  subject  from  a  colonial  aspect, 
and  with  a  view  of  protecting  these  valuable  in- 
stitutions, the  funds  of  which  were  referred  to  in 
the  motion. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "That 
the  present  position  of  the  investments  of  the 
public  trust  funds  should  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion by  the  Public  Accounts  Committee,  with  a 
view  to  see  whether  the  treatment  of  those  funds 
hitherto  adopted  is  the  best  practicable." — (Mr, 
Stevens.) 

Mr.  HALL  said  the  Government  concurred 
in   the  motion.     They  thought  it  was  one  of 
those  questions  which  might  fairly  and  properly 
be  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Public  Ac- 
counts Committee.     He  did  not  believe  it  would 
be  found  that  anything  had  been  done  with  re- 
gard to  the  investment  of  these  funds  which  was 
not  strictly  in  accordance  with  law.     Of  course, 
whether  a  different  practice  for  the  future  was 
desirable,  was  a  question  which   might  well  be 
considered  ;  and  he  was  confident  that,  whatever 
the  opinions  of  the  Committee  might  be  on  that 
subject,  it  would  not  do  anything  which  would  in 
any  way  embarrass  the  Government.     It  would, 
perhaps,  be  advantageous  to  consider  this  point 
also  —  be  was  not  satisfied  whether  it  would  be 
strictly  within  the  functions  of  the  Committee, 
but  it  was  a  point  which  ought  to  be  considered 
by  some  Committee :    whether  the  conditions  on 
which  the  savings  banks  of  the  colony  received 
deposits  could  not  be  somewhat  modified.    The 
I  deposits  now  amounted   to   three-quarters  of  a 
million,  and,  under  the  present  conditions,  it  was 
'  open  to  the  whole  of  the  depositors  to  demand 
I  immediate  repaj^ment  of  their  deposits.     He  did 
'  not  think  that  such  a  condition  was  absolutely 
!  necessary.     If  the  depositors  had  the  security  of 
I  the  State,  he  thought  they  should  be  content  to 
I  submit  to  such  an  amount  of  notice  for  the  with- 
.  drawal  of  their  deposits  as  would,  without  sub- 
I  jecting  them  to  serious  inconvenience,  give  the 
'  State  a  reasonable  opportunity  of  providing  the 
,  funds  to  meet  withdrawals ;  because,  if  the  State 
'  had   to  pay  interest  on  funds  of  this  kind,  it 
I  must  invest  the  money  —  it  could  not  keep  the 
cash  in  a  drawer,  and  pay  it  over  the  counter 
I  at  any  moment  when  the  depositors  might  re- 
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quire  it;  &nd,  if  it  was  inyested,  it  was  bat 
fair  that  the  State  should  receive  a  reasonable 
notice  of  the  intention  of  the  depositors  to  with- 
draw their  money.  He  did  not  say  that  would 
be  necessary  in  the  case  of  small  amounts,  but 
they  knew  that  other  than  small  amounts  were 
Tery  often  invested ;  and  he  thought  the  length 
of  notice  that  the  Ghovemment  might  insist  upon 
should  be  in  proportion  to  the  sum  deposited. 
For  instance,  over  £20  should  require  a  certain 
notice,  over  £50  a  longer  notice,  and  over  £100  a 
still  longer  notice :  that  was  to  say,  not  that  it 
should  be  a  rule  in  all  cases,  but  that  the  Qovem- 
ment  should  have  the  right,  if  it  thought  proper, 
to  insist  upon  notice  if  it  was  not  convenient  to 
pay  a  large  amount  without  notice.  He  did  not 
know  whether,  strictly  speaking,  this  was  a  matter 
for  the  Committee  on  Public  Accounts  to  go  into ; 
but  it  seemed  to  him  to  be  connected  with  the 
subject  which  the  honorable  gentleman  proposed 
to  refer  to  them,  and  probably  they  might  think 
it  desirable  to  include  it  in  their  investigation. 

Mr.  KELLY  would  like  to  say  a  few  words 
with  regard  to  this  motion.  Of  course  he  agreed 
with  the  proposed  reference  to  the  Public  Ac- 
counts Committee.  But  he  would  point  out  that 
the  Committee  would  not  be  justified  in  going 
into  the  question  suggested  by  the  Premier,  un- 
less it  had  a  wider  order  of  reference ;  and  he 
thought  the  motion  should  be  altered  in  that 
direction.  With  regard  to  the  functions  of  the 
Committee  taking  a  wider  range,  he  understood 
that  at  present  these  trust  funds  could  only  be 
invested  in  the  bonds  of  the  Colony  of  New  Zea- 
land. But  there  were  other  securities  in  the 
colony  quite  as  good  as  colonial  bonds,  and  he 
thought  public  trust  funds  might  be  invested  in 
those  securities.  He  referred  to  county  loans  and 
municipal  loans,  for  which  the  securities  were 
the  rates  and  real  property.  He  understood  that 
trust  funds  could  not  at  present  be  invested  in 
such  securities,  and  it  might  be  desirable  that 
the  Public  Accounts  Committee  should  consider 
whether  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  allow  these 
funds  to  be  invested  in  securities  of  the  character 
he  had  mentioned.  He  thought  himself  that 
they  were  better  securities  than  Government 
bonds,  considering  the  rate  of  interest  paid.  The 
security,  being  upon  real  property  and  the  rates 
of  the  district,  with  s  sinking  fund,  was  of  a 
first-class  description.  At  the  present  time  it 
was  very  difficult  to  negotiate  small  loans  where 
the  interest  was  limited  to  7  per  cent.  He 
thought  a  question  of  this  sort  ought  to  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  for  inquiry. 

Mr.  STEVENS,  in  reply,  said  the  question 
suggested  by  the  honorable  member  at  the  head 
of  the  Gbvernment  could  very  easily  be  taken 
into  consideration  by  the  Committee  if  they 
thought  fit  to  inquire  into  it,  and  they  could  also, 
he  thought,  further  extend  the  range  of  their 
investigation  in  the  direction  pointed  out  by  the 
honorable  member  for  New  Plymouth.  The  con- 
stitution of  that  Committee  was  peculiar.  It  had 
power  to  consider  anything  which  the  House 
might  desire  to  have  considered,  and  the  Govern- 
ment also  could  refer  questions  to  it :  for  instance, 
revenue  Bills  were  referred  to  it  for  oonaideration 
Mr,  Rail 


by  the  Ministry  in  their  early  stages.    He  thought 
the  views  of  the  Premier  were  sure  to  receiTe 
full  consideration  when  the  Committee  met. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

TARIFF. 

Mr.  W.  J.  HURST,  in  moving  the  motaon 
standing  in  his  name,  said  he  did  not  wish  to  take 
up  the  time  of  the  House  in  discussing  it,  inas- 
much as  the  subject  had  already  been  debated  by 
the  House.  He  was  still  of  opinion  that  the 
appointment  of  a  Commission  was  the  proposal 
best  calculated  to  attain  the  end  in  view.  He 
trusted  the  House  would  pass  the  motion  with- 
out discussing  it,  leaving  it  to  the  Government, 
after  the  result  of  the  present  Committee's 
investigations  had  been  made  known,  to  elect 
whether  the  Commission  should  be  appointed  or 
not.  The  honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers 
and  other  honorable  gentlemen  approved  of 
this  course  as  the  one  best  calculated  to  attain 
the  object  in  view.  He  trusted  the  Committee 
already  appointed  would  so  thoroughly  deal  with 
the  subject  as  to  render  it  imnecessary  for  the 
Government  to  appoint  a  Commission.  There 
would,  however,  be  no  harm  in  passing  the 
motion,  leaving  the  matter  in  the  hands  of  the 
Government  to  deal  with  as  they  thought  fit. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "That,  in 
the  opinion  of  this  House,  His  Excellency  the  Go- 
vernor should  be  moved  to  issue  a  Commission  to 
take  evidence  at  the  principal  commercial  centres 
of  New  Zealand,  and  to  report  upon  the  operation 
of  the  present  tariff,  with  a  view  to  a  such  read- 
justment of  the  Customs  duties  as  may  be  consi- 
dered best  calculated  to  foster  the  various  branches 
of  industry  now  established  vrithin  the  colony." — 
(Mr.  W.  J.  Hurst.) 

Mr.  MURRAY,  in  seconding  the  motion,  sug- 
gested the  addition  of  the  wordis  "  or  hereafter  to 
be  established."  As  Chairman  of  the  Local  In- 
dustries Committee  for  several  years  he  had  taken 
an  active  part  in  this  subject,  and  a  very  lai^ 
amount  of  evidence  had  been  obtained  by  that 
Committee ;  and  he  would  suggest  that  the  re- 
cords of  the  House  should  be  searched  by  the 
Committee  appointed,  which  would  save  the  Com- 
mi  ttee  a  large  amount  of  in vestigat  ion.  He  hoped 
the  resolution  would  be  agreed  to,  as  the  subject 
was  one  of  great  importance.  If  the  Commission 
were  appointed  the  result  of  its  labours  would  be 
valuable  next  session  for  honorable  members  to 
comment  upon. 

Mr.  GISBORNE  thought  the  terms  of  the 
motion  carried  the  principle  of  protection.  It 
stated  that  the  tariff  should  be  so  adjusted  as  to 
foster  tl»e  industries  of  the  colony.  They  had  a 
Committee  sitting  at  present  considering  not  only 
the  question  of  lessening  the  duties  in  the  tariff 
with  a  view  to  encourage  manufactures,  but  also 
considering  other  means  that  might  be  taken  for 
that  purpose.  The  House  should  have  the  report 
of  that  Committee  before  asking  the  Government 
to  appoint  a  Commission  to  take  evidence  generally 
for  a  similar  purpose.  This  Committee  would 
probably  be  unable  to  report  until  late  in  the  ses- 
sion, and  he  thought  it  improbable  that  the 
House  oould  take  action  on  the  report  before  the 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


1879.] 


Ibnjf. 


[HOUSE.] 


Tariff, 


113 


prorogation.  Still,  they  might  be  able  to  do  so. 
At  the  tame  time,  before  they  knew  what  the 
report  of  the  Committee  was,  they  should  not 
move  the  Gk)Temor  to  appoint  a  Commission  which 
would  really  undertake  a  similar  course  of  duties. 
For  that  reason,  he  considered  the  present  motion 
inopportune.  His  chief  objection  to  the  motion 
was  that  it  introduced  and  faToured  the  question 
of  protection .  He  understood  that  for  the  purpose 
of  reyenue  they  could  properly  adjust  the  tariff 
so  that  it  would  encourage  local  indastries.  That 
was  not  protection,  in  his  view,  or  in  the  yiew 
of  many  other  honorable  members.  Honorable 
members  would  agree  that,  if  they  wanted  a  cer- 
tain reyenae  from  the  tariff,  it  was  quite  within 
the  proyince  of  free-trade  to  arrange  a  tariff  so 
that  it  woald  not  injure,  but  even  protect  and 
encourage,  local  indastries.  That  did  not  infringe 
the  principles  of  free-trade.  After  all,  what  was 
protection?  In  a  few  words,  it  was  the  taxa- 
tion of  the  many  for  the  benefit  of  the  few.  He 
was  not  prepared  to  adopt  such  a  principle.  He 
would  like  to  see  the  report  of  the  Committee 
now  sitting  recommend  that  the  tariff,  so  far 
only  as  indispensable  revenue  was  concerned, 
should  be  so  arranged  as  to  encourage  local  manu- 
factures and  local  industries.  He  would  leave 
the  House  to  consider  the  question.  They  were 
really,  by  a  side-wind,  asked  to  commit  themselves 
to  the  principle  of  protection.  He  appealed  to 
those  who  were  not  prepared  to  commit  themselves 
to  that  principle  not  to  accept  this  motion.  They 
had  already  a  Committee  sitting  considering  the 
general  subject,  and  they  should  have  the  report 
of  that  Committee  before  being  asked  to  consider 
this  motion. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  moved  an  amendment  to  th6 
effect  that  the  Commission  should  take  evidence 
daring  the  recess,  and  that  the  motion  should 
relate  to  various  branches  of  industry  now  or 
hereafter  to  be  established  within  the  colony. 

Mr.  W.  J.  HURST  wished  to  explain  that  he 
did  not  desire  to  introduce  the  question  to  which 
the  honorable  member  for  Totara  had  referred. 
The  resolution  was  carefully  worded  in  order  to 
avoid  that  question.  It  simply  meant  that  re- 
venue must  be  raised  and  taxes  imposed  in  such 
a  way  as  to  assist  native  industries.  Seeing  that 
a  Committee  had  already  been  appointed  by  the 
House,  he  would  be  contented  if  the  Government 
would  introduce  words  to  the  effect  that,  if  they 
were  satisfied  with  the  result  of  the  labours  of 
the  Committee,  then  they  need  not  carry  out  the 
resolution  of  this  House.  He  was  quite  satisfied 
that  the  object  contemplated  by  that  Committee 
was  the  same  as  that  contemplated  in  this  resolu- 
tion. There  was  not  sufficient  time  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  Committee  this  session  to  deal  fully 
with  this  important  question.  He  carefully 
guarded  himself  from  in  any  way  introducing 
the  principle  of  protection,  as  this  was  not  the 
fitting  time  to  introduce  such  a  question. 

Mr.  STEVENS,  in  response  to  the  appeal  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Totara,  would  say  that, 
since  the  change  made  by  the  addition  moved 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Mr.  Levin)  to  his  (Mr.  Stevens's)  order  of  re- 
ference to  the  Tariff  Committee,  the  difference 
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between  that  order  and  the  present  motion  was 
simply  whether  a  Commission  would  do  the  work 
better  than  the  Select  Committee.  He  thought 
not,  and  was  therefore  opposed  to  the  motion. 
He  regretted  that  the  Tariff  Committee  had  been 
charged  with  the  wider  question  of  making  in- 
quiries in  a  protectionist  direction  ;  but  since  it 
was  BO,  and  much  information  of  that  nature  was 
coming  in,  it  seemed  useless  to  contemplate  the 
appointment  of  a  Commission  for  such  a  purpose 
until  the  result  of  the  Committee's  investigation 
was  known. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  thought  that  in  this  case 
a  Commission  would  not  be  of  much  value.  He 
thought  that  a  Committee  of  the  House  to  inquire 
into  the  subject  generally  would  be  far  more  valu- 
able than  a  Commission.  He  had  held  a  very 
decided  opinion  for  many  years  as  to  the  desirable- 
ness of  fostering  native  industries  by  putting  on 
such  duties  as  would  protect  industries  which  re- 
quired to  be  fostered  ;  but  he  did  not  think  that 
the  appointment  of  a  Commission  was  the  best 
course  to  adopt :  he  thought  a  Committee  of  the 
House  would  be  best.  If  the  Committee  should 
not  be  able  to  put  the  information  clearly  before 
the  House  this  session,  in  order  to  guide  the 
House  in  coming  to  a  decision  in  the  matter,  then 
the  work  would  devolve  on  another  Committee 
next  year ;  or  the  Government  of  the  day  would 
perhaps  consider  the  necessity  of  altering  the 
tariff  so  as  to  protect  industries  which  required 
to  be  fostered.  Whatever  was  done,  it  should 
not  be  left  to  the  Government  to  say  that  they 
would  appoint  a  Commission  if  they  thought  it 
expedient  to  do  so.  He  trusted  tnat  such  an 
addition  would  not  be  made  to  the  motion.  Let 
it  be  an  order  of  the  House  either  that  a  Com- 
mittee or  a  Commission  should  be  appointed,  but 
the  matter  should  not  be  left  to  the  discretion 
of  the  Government. 

Amendments  negatived. 

Mr.  HALL  did  not  think  the  House  should 
bind  the  Government  to  the  appointment  of  this 
Commission,  until  the  report  of  the  Committee  to 
which  reference  had  been  made  in  the  course  of 
the  debate  was  brought  up.  The  report  of  the 
Committee  might  possibly  recommend  this  very 
step  to  be  taken.  He  hoped  the  honorable  mem- 
ber would  agree  to  postpone  his  motion.  If  not, 
he  would  move  the  follovring  addition :  "if,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Government,  upon  the  con- 
sideration of  the  report  of  the  Select  Committee 
now  sitting  upon  the  promotion  of  native  indus- 
tries, it  shall  appear  expedient  to  do  so." 

Mr.  FULTON  thought  that,  after  the  expres- 
sion of  opinion  given  on  every  side  of  the  House, 
the  honorable  member  would  do  well  to  withdraw 
his  motion.  He  begged  to  move.  That  the  debate 
bo  adjourned. 

Mr.  SEDDON  opposed  the  adjournment  of  the 
debate.  They  had  been  twenty  minutes  talking 
on  this  subject,  and  if  it  were  now  adjourned  it 
would  only  be  reopened  again,  and  lead  to  a  waste 
of  time.  It  was  not  necessary  to  have  this  Com- 
mission appointed.  He  did  not  believe  in  it. 
The  matter,  if  referred  to  a  Committee,  would  be 
brought  before  the  House  this  session,  and  dealt 
with  at  onoe. 
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Question  put,  "That  the  debate  be  now  ad- 
journed ;  '*  upon  nrhioh  a  division  waa  called  for, 
with  the  following  result  :— 

Ayes        19 

Noes        33 


Majority  against . . 


14 


Mr.  Acton  Adams, 
Mr.  Bain, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Captain  Colbeck, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  H.  Hirst, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Olirer, 


Ayes. 
Mr. 


Pitt, 
Mr.  BoUestoni 
Mr.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Steyens, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Tomoana, 
Mr.  Wright. 

TelUrs, 
Mr.  Fulton, 
Mr.  W.  J.  Hurst. 


Mr.  Allwright, 

Mr.  Andrews, 

Mr.  Ballance, 

Mr.  Barron, 

Mr.  Brown, 

Mr.  Bunny, 

Mr.  Be  Lautour, 

Mr.  Dick, 

Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher, 

Mr.  Gisbome, 

Mr.  Hamlin, 

Major  Harris, 

Mr.  Hislop, 

Mr.  Lundon, 

Mr.  McCaughan, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

Mr.  Ormond, 
Motion  for  the 
negatiyed. 

The  hour  of  half- 
rired,  Mr.  Sfeakeb 


Noes. 

Mr.  Beeyes, 
Mr.  Reid, 
Mr.  Saunders, 
Mr.  Shanks, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Tainui, 
Mr.  Tawhai, 
Major  Te  Wheoro, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Colonel  Trimble, 
Mr.  Turnbull, 
Dr.  Wallis, 
Mr.  Whitaker. 
Tellers. 
Mr.  Seddon, 
Mr.  Speight, 
adjournment  of  the  debate 

•past  fiye  o'clock  having  ar- 
left  the  chair. 


HOUSE  BESUKED. 

Mr.  Sfeakeb  resumed  the  chair  at  half-past 
•even  o'clock. 

RAILWAY  CONSTRUCTION. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  Supply. 

Mr.  OLIVER  moved,  That,  with  a  view  of 
enabling  work  to  be  temporarily  provided  for  the 
unemployed,  this  House  authorizes  the  Govern- 
ment, pendiug  appropriations  by  Parliament, 
to  execute  such  portions  of  the  public  works 
enumerat«d  in  the  Schedule  to  "The  Railways 
Construction  Act,  1878,"  as  may  be  necessary  for 
that  purpose,  and  to  incur  for  such  purposes 
an  expenditure  not  exceeding  £50,000.  It 
would  be  within  the  knowledge  of  the  House 
that  for  some  time  past  there  had  been  great  de- 
pression in  the  business  of  the  colony,  and  tliat  it 
had  led  to  a  great  many  workmen  being  thrown 
out  of  employment.  These  workmen,  as  in  pre- 
vious times  of  a  similar  nature,  had  applied  to 
the  Government  for  employment,  and  the  Go- 
vernment, as  well  as  their  predecessors,  had  en- 
deavoured to  employ  these  men  on  such  works  as 
Mr.  Seddon 


would  eventually  become  useful — such  works  as 
had  been  sanctioned  by  the  House,  and  for  which 
votes  would  be  submitted  and  probably  taken  ; 
but  many  sections  of  railways  on  which  these 
men  had  been  employed  were  lines  with  regard 
to  which  the  sanction  of  the  Governor  in  Council 
had  not  been  obtained  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  Railways  Construction  Act  of 
1878.  The  provisions  of  that  Act  were  very 
stringent.  There  was  a  clause,  which  no  doubt 
members  were  familiar  with,  that  obliged  the 
Government,  before  entering  into  a  contract  for 
works,  to  have  the  plans  and  specifications  of 
the  works  proposed  to  be  undertaken,  together 
with  a  certificate  from  the  Chief  Engineer  that 
the  lines  proposed  to  be  made  were  the  best  routes 
for  the  purposes,  laid  before  the  Governor  in 
Council  and  approved  by  him.  This,  in  a 
number  of  cases,  had  not  been  done.  In  &ct, 
the  late  Government  appeared  to  have  be- 
lieved that  the  authority  contained  in  the  Immi- 
gration and  Public  Works  Appropriation  Act  waa 
quite  sufficient  for  their  purpose,  without  regard 
to  the  provisions  of  the  Railways  Construction 
Act  of  1878.  That  opinion  might  have  been  a 
just  one  or  not.  The  present  Law  Officers  of  the 
Crown  seemed  to  be  of  opinion  that  it  was  not  eo 
— that  the  two  Acts  were  concurrent ;  that,  both 
being  laws  of  the  colony,  it  would  be  illegal 
to  proceed  any  further  with  the  construction  of 
lines  not  approved  by  the  Governor  in  Council 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Railways 
Construction  Act  whicn  he  had  mentioned.  As 
he  had  stated  that  afternoon,  the  Government 
desired  to  keep  strictly  within  the  bounds  of 
legality — they  were  not  desirous  of  setting  at  de- 
fiance the  laws  of  the  colony ;  and,  in  saying  that, 
he  did  not  wish  to  cast  any  reflections  upon  the 
late  Government.  He  knew  of  his  own  personal 
knowledge  that  Mr.  Stout,  who  held  the  position 
of  Attorney-General  in  the  late  Administration, 
had  strong  views  on  the  subject,  and  held  that 
sufficient  authority  was  contained  in  the  Appro- 
priation Act,  and  that  the  other  Act  need  not 
be  referred  to.  However,  seeing  that  the  opinion 
of  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  was  at  present 
against  that  view,  the  Government  thought  they 
could  no  longer  go  on  vrith  these  works  without 
referring  the  matter  to  the  House  and  obtaining 
its  sanction  to  the  expenditure  of  these  moneys. 
The  expenditure  had  been  somewhat  consider- 
able. Up  to  the  31st  October,  £24,000  had  been 
spent  in  paying  wages  to  men  who  otherwise 
would  not  have  been  employed.  The  number  of 
men  now  employed  in  the  Middle  Island,  in 
round  numbers,  was  2,000,  while  in  the  North 
Island  there  were  somewhere  about  500  em- 
ployed, and  there  were  claims  constantly  being 
urged  upon  the  Government  to  absorb  more 
labour.  The  charges  per  week,  on  an  average, 
for  the  next  eight  or  nine  weeks  would  be  about 
£4,000 ;  so  that  the  Government  did  not  think 
they  would  be  justified  in  neglecting  to  appeal  to 
the  House  to  sanction  this  expenditure.  There 
was  every  reason  to  believe  that,  as  the  season 
advanced,  the  number  of  unemployed  would  be 
much  lessened.  No  doubt,  when  shearing-time 
came  on  and  the  summer  advancedi  the  numb«r 
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of  unemployed  seeking  work  from  the  Qoyem- 
ment  would  be  very  small  indeed.  Therefore 
the  Goremment  thought  that  the  amount  named 
in  the  resolution,  £50,000,  would  be  amply  suf- 
ficient for  all  purposes.  He  belieyed  the  Oom- 
mitt'Ce  would  approTe  the  course  the  Gh>remment 
thought  fit  to  take ;  and,  without  occupying  Tery 
much  time  about  it,  they  might  as  well  take  the 
yote  of  the  Committee  and  obtain  legal  authority 
for  the  work. 

Mr.  MACANDBEW  said  he  should  haye  liked 
the  honorable  gentleman  to  have  pointed  out  the 
particular  railways  named  in  the  Hallways  Con- 
struction Act.  on  which  it  was  proposed  to  spend 
this  £50,000,  and  he  thought  it  was  desirable  the 
Committee  should  know  that.  Neither  could  he 
see  what  connection  there  was  between  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Railways  Construction  Act  and  this 
resolution.  The  provisions  of  the  Railways  Con- 
struction Act  had,  with  regard  to  most  of  the 
lines  contained  in  the  Schedule,  been  complied 
with. 

Mr.  OXIVER.— No. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  understood  so.  There 
were  only  one  or  two  in  connection  with  which  it 
had  not  been  done,  and  steps  were  being  taken  in 
respect  to  those  when  he  left  office.  There  was 
nothing  to  have  prevented  them  being  complied 
with  in  a  few  days.  The  truth  was,  the  whole  of 
the  provisions  of  the  Act,  as  amended  by  the 
Legislative  Council,  and  insisted  upon  by  them, 
were  a  perfect  farce :  the  practical  effect,  if  not 
the  object,  of  which  was  to  prevent  any  of  the 
lines  proposed  being  made.  There  was  not  the 
slightest  doubt  of  that;  these  plans  had  been 
presented  to  the  Governor  simply  to  give  effect 
to  the  letter  of  the  law.  They  were,  however, 
not  of  the  slightest  use.  The  late  Attorney- 
General  (Mr.  Stout)  had  come  to  the  conclusion — 
and  no  doubt  he  was  right — that  there  was  no  ne- 
cessity for  the  Government  to  take  the  slightest 
notice  of  the  Railways  Co^istruction  Act ;  but 
still,  in  order  that  there  might  be  no  mistake 
about  it,  nearly  all' the  lines  by  his  advice  had 
been  formally  approved  as  provided  by  that 
Act,  notwithstanding  that  their  construction  was 
authorized  by  a  different  Statute — ^namely,  the 
Immigration  and  Public  Works  Appropriation 
Act.  He  should  like  to  have  some  explanation 
from  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  on  these 
points. 

Mr.  OLIVER  said  the  particular  works  which 
were  now  being  performed  by  the  men  employed 
by  the  Government  were  those  which  the  late 
Government  started  them  on.  They  were  on  the 
Otago  Central  line,  at  Mullocky  Gully ;  the  Weka 
Pass,  Canterbury ;  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Wellington,  on  the  Wellington-Foxton  line.  All 
these  works  were  commenced  before  the  present 
Government  took  office.  That  answered  that  ques- 
tion. But  as  to  the  legality  of  the  work,  there 
was  no  authority  for  payment  unless  this  reso- 
lution were  passed. 

Mr.  BIACANDREW  wished  to  understand 
whether  the  funds  of  last  year  were  exhausted. 
He  knew  that  they  were  exhausted  in  the  case  of 
the  Foxton  line,  but  he  was  not  aware  that  they 
were  exhaosted  in  the  case  of  the  Otago  Central 


and  the  Amberley  Extension.  He  thought  there 
was  sufficient  money  left  from  last  year  s  appro- 
priation to  cover  all  the  work  going  on  on  those 
lines. 

Maior  ATKINSON  said  the  honorable  gentle- 
man had  perhaps  overlooked  the  fact  that  the 
appropriation  was  only  taken  up  to  the  30th  of 
September.  On  that  date  the  whole  of  the  votes 
lapsed,  and  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  now 
comes  down  to  Parliament  for  authority  to  meet 
any  emergency  that  might  arise.    H  an  emer- 

§ency  arose  during  the  recess,  the  Government 
ealt  with  it  in  the  best  way  they  could ;  but  it 
would  be  wrong  not  to  come  to  Parliament  for 
authority  when  the  House  was  in  session. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  said  he  did  not  object  to 
the  proposal — in  fact,  he  thought  it  was  a  reason- 
able one ;  but  he  did  object  to  its  introduction 
with  a  flourish  of  trumpets  about  the  Railways 
Construction  Act,  which  had  nothing  to  do  with 
it  at  all. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  plain  fact  was, 
that  the  contracts  were  running  on,  and  there 
was  no  authority  to  pay.  As  to  the  flourish  of 
trumpets  about  the  Railways  Construction  Act, 
his  honorable  friend  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works  had  made  no  flourish  at  all.  The  fact 
was,  that  the  late  Attorney-General  took  one 
view  of  the  matter,  and  the  Solicitor- General 
apparently  gave  no  opinion  at  all  upon  it ;  but 
the  present  Attorney-General  clearly  held  the 
view  that  the  action  taken  by  the  late  Govern- 
ment was  altogether  illegal.  They  did  not  wish 
to  question  that  at  all ;  but  they  must  be  guided 
by  the  opinion  of  their  Law  Officer,  and  especially 
while  Parliament  was  sitting.  They  were  in- 
formed that  to  proceed  further  would  be  to  incur 
an  illegal  expenditure  of  public  money,  and  they 
could  do  no  more  than  go  to  Parliament  and  say 
what  money  was  required,  and  ask  for  the  neces- 
sary authority. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  said  when  the  Railway! 
Construction  Act  was  brought  down  to  the  House 
the  honorable  member  who  had  just  spoken  him- 
self pooh-poohed  the  idea,  and  he  (Mr.  Macan- 
drew)  now  admitted  that  he  had  been  wrong  and 
that  the  honorable  member  was  right  in  the  view 
he  then  took ;  and,  recollecting  what  was  said  of 
the  Railways  Construction  Act  at  the  time,  he  was 
surprised  to  hear  so  much  stress  laid  upon  it  now. 
If  the  honorable  gentleman  had  brought  in  a 
Bill  to  proyide  for  the  repeal  of  that  Act  it  would 
have  put  matters  much  clearer,  because  no  doubt, 
if  the  Act  had  been  acted  upon  literally,  the  effect 
would  have  been  that  no  railways  would  have 
been  constructed  under  it  at  all. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  would  not  oppose  the 
resolution,  or  refer  to  what  took  place  when 
the  Railways  Construction  Bill  was  introduced ; 
but  there  was  little  doubt  that  the  object  of  the 
provisions  that  were  introduced  into  that  Bill 
during  its  passage  through  the  other  branch  of 
the  Legislature  was  to  insure  that,  before  any 
railway  was  undertaken,  plans  and  specifications 
should  be  prepared,  so  that  the  Government  might 
be  in  a  position  to  inform  this  House  what  the 
whole  cost  of  each  undertaking  would  be.  That 
was  his  view  of  the  case  at  the  time.    Howeyer, 
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the  late  Attorney-General  had  a  different  opinion, 
and,  instead  of  the  late  Gbvemment  having  sur- 
reys made  of  all  these  lines,  it  was  held  that, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  17th  section  of  the 
Immigration  and  Public  Works  Appropriation 
Act  of  1878,  it  vras  only  necessary  that  the 
Gt>vemment  should  have  this  information  in  con- 
nection with  any  little  bit  of  these  lines  which 
they  might  think  fit  to  commence.  That  was  the 
objection  he  had  to  the  action  of  the  late  Govern- 
ment, and  he  would  like  to  see  that  method  of 
procedure  rectified.  He  thought  the  House  was 
not  justified  in  passing  this  resolution  unless  it 
had  an  assurance  that  the  Government  would 
not  commit  the  colony  to  any  railway  in  regard 
to  which  they  had  no  estimates  showing  what  ex- 
penditure they  were  committing  the  colony  to. 
A  particular  contract  had  been  mentioned  as  one 
which  gave  rise  to  this  motion ;  but  he  was  in- 
formed that  the  survey  of  this  line  was  not  at 
present  made,  so  that  the  Government  wore  not 
in  a  position  to  inform  the  House  as  to  the  total 
cost  of  the  railway.  He  would  not  put  any  diffi- 
culty in  the  way  of  the  Government  finding  work 
for  the  unemployed ;  and  he  believed  it  was 
competent  for  them  to  so  shape  the  contract  that 
a  Tery  large  number  of  men  could  be  employed 
in  making  the  reclamation  for  the  future  railway 
station.  He  hoped  that  would  be  done }  and  ho 
also  hoped  that,  before  the  country  was  com- 
mitted to  the  construction  of  the  whole  line,  the 
Gt)Ternment  would  be  in  a  position  to  inform  the 
House  what  it  was  going  to  cost.  He  trusted 
the  same  course  would  be  adopted  with  regard 
to  the  other  lines,  and  that  no  little  intermedittte 
portions  would  be  commenced  without  a  full 
knowledge  of  the  cost  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  GEORGE  hoped  that,  if  the  Committee 
agreed  to  the  resolution,  the  Government  would 
not  forget  one  little  railway  in  Auckland — the 
Helensville  and  Kaukapakapa  line — where  profit- 
able work  might  be  found  for  the  unemployed. 

Mr.  HISLOP  presumed  that  the  passing  of  the 
resolution  would  not  authorize  the  Government 
to  go  on  with  the  contract  that  was  accepted  that 
afternoon.  He  could  not  help  remarking  that  he 
considered  this  resolution  an  attempt  on  the  part 
of  the  Government  to  curry  favour  with  certain 
parties  in  this  colony — namely,  the  so-called  un- 
employed; and  he  objected  to  the  adoption  of 
luch  a  course,  particularly  when  he  remembered 
a  speech  made  by  the  Minister  for  Public  Works 
at  a  public  meeting,  in  which  he  said  that  it 
was  not  desirable  to  spend  public  money  merely 
for  the  purpose  of  providing  work  for  the  un- 
employed. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  was  strongly  of  opinion 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  did  not  know  what 
he  was  talking  about.  If  he  knew  what  the  pre- 
sent condition  of  the  labour  market  was,  he  would 
not  charge  the  Qt)vemment  with  bringing  down 
a  resolution  to  curry  favour  with  the  unem- 
ployed. There  was  no  doubt  that  the  wages 
fund  throughout  the  colony  had  been  very  much 
diminished  by  an  unexpectedly  bad  harvest,  and 
by  the  low  prices  ruling  for  the  staple  pro- 
ducts of  the  country.  There  were  therefore  not 
the  means  to  employ  labour  to  the  extent  antici- 
Mr.  Richardson 


pated.  They  had  not  found  &ult  with  the  late 
Gt)vemment,  but  there  was  no  doubt  that  the 
labour  market  had  been  flooded  in  a  way  that  the 
country  was  not  capable  of  meeting.  He  had  al- 
ways recognized  the  responsibility  of  Government 
to  the  people  brought  out  by  them,  and  he  felt 
that  they  were  bound  to  make  provision  for  these 
people.  They  had  no  right  to  interfere  with  the 
ordinary  course  of  immigration,  and  then  bring 
the  people  down  to  starvation  wages.  He  would 
never  be  a  party  to  that.  Honorable  members 
wanted  to  know  where  these  people  were  to  be 
employed.  His  answer  was,  that  they  would  be 
sent  to  work  where  they  were  most  required,  and 
where  their  families  would  be  best  provided  for ; 
but  a  certain  amount  of  discretion  must  be  left 
with  the  Government,  and,  if  the  House  was  not 
prepared  to  repose  that  confidence  in  the  Q-ovem- 
ment,  let  it  at  once  say  so.  It  must  take  the 
responsibility  of  not  granting  this  money ;  but, 
when  the  Government  came  down  and  asked  for 
money  to  meet  a  particular  object,  for  honorable 
members  to  find  other  matters  totally  irrelevant 
to  that  object  to  talk  about,  was  simply  absurd. 
The  Gt>vemment  asked  for  the  money  to  meet 
certain  exigencies ;  and  the  money  would  be 
applied  in  those  parts  of  the  country  where  those 
exigencies  arose.  He  was  sure  the  Committee 
would  bear  the  Government  out  in  their  action 
in  this  matter. 

Mr.  HISLOP  did  not  object  to  the  Govern- 
ment bringing  down  this  resolution  to  carry  out 
the  purpose  they  stated,  but  he  objected  to  the 
ostentatious  manner  in  which  the  unemployed 
had  been  referred  to  in  the  resolution,  and  the 
attempt  that  was  thereby  made  to  throw  upon 
the  House  the  responsibility  of  finding  employ- 
ment for  them,  whether  they  were  unemployed 
through  their  own  fault  or  otherwise.  He  could 
only  say  that  the  Government  was  doing  this  in 
order  to  curry  favour  with  the  class  whom  they 
had  previously  affected  to  despise,  referring  to 
them  as  mobs,  and  so  on.  They  were  doing  it 
simply  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  favour  at  the 
hands  of  those  persons.  This  was  a  new-bom 
zeal  on  their  part.  It  had  only  sprung  up  that 
day,  and  the  first  intimation  tliis  House  had  of  it 
was  during  the  afternoon,  afler  certain  questions 
were  put  to  the  Government.  Really  they  only 
wanted  now  to  show  by  the  records  of  the  House 
that  they  took  a  great  interest  in  these  people. 
That  was  the  only  part  of  the  resolution  he  ob- 
jected to — namely,  the  ostentatious  nature  of  it,' 
and  placing  on  record  that  which  might  be  taken 
as  a  very  inconvenient  precedent — a  precedent  at 
variance  with  the  principles  laid  down  by  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works  to  a  meeting  of  the 
unemployed  in  Dunedin. 

Mr.  OLIVER  could  not  understand  what  the 
honorable  gentleman  meant  by  the  term  '*  ostenta- 
tious.*' The  Government  wanted  a  certain  sum 
of  money  voted  for  a  certain  purpose,  and  could 
do  no  less  than  make  the  House  aware  of  what 
that  purpose  was.  That  was  the  only  ostenta- 
tion in  the  resolution.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man would  find  that  the  resolution  simply  stated 
that  the  Government  wanted  money  to  find  em- 
ployment for  the  unemployed,  and  nothing  more. 
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When  the  honorable  gentleman  charged  him 
with  endearonring  to  curry  favour  with  a  cer- 
tain dasa,  he  eimplj  repelled  the  accusation. 
The  onlj  occasion  on  which  he  came  into  con- 
tact with  the  unemployed  was  recently,  in  Dun- 
edin,  when  a  meeting  was  held  at  the  theatre  there, 
to  which  he  and  the  other  members  for  the  city 
were  invited.  He  was  called  upon  to  address  the 
meeting,  and  he  did  so,  and  gave  tho«ie  present 
some  advice  which  was  not  >ery  palatable  to 
them.  So  far  from  currying  &vour  with  these 
people,  he  bad  always  told  them  what  he  con- 
sidered would  be  for  their  benefit,  without  caring 
whether  they  were  pleased  to  hear  it  or  not. 

Sir  G-.  GREY  had  listened  vnth  the  greatest 
iorprise  to  the  speech  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Aron.  That  honorable  gentleman  said  the 
honorable  member  for  Waitaki  did  not  know  what 
he  was  talking  about ;  but  certainly  the  colony  at 
large  would  not  know  what  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Avon  was  talking  about.  What  was  at 
the  bottom  of  all  this?  The  question  was  the 
employment  of  certain  men,  who,  having  been 
brought  out  to  the  colony,  could  not  now  get 
work.  Who  was  to  pay  these  men  if  they  were 
given  work?  The  honorable  member  for  Avon 
said  that  in  times  past  this  difficulty  had  con- 
stantly presented  itself  to  his  mind,  and  that  he 
had  always  been  in  favour  of  the  working-men. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  never  said  he  was  in  favour 
of  the  working-men.  What  he  was  in  favour  of 
was  doing  what  was  right  and  just  to  all  classes. 

Sir  G.  GREY.~The  honorable  gentleman  said 
he  was  in  favour  of  the  unemployed,  and  they 
were  working-men,  he  presumed.  The  fact  was, 
the  honorable  gentleman  had  never  been  in  favour 
of  doing  what  was  right  and  fair  to  the  unem- 
ployed. No  doubt  he  had  found  money  to  em- 
ploy these  men,  but  he  could  not  say  that  he 
lound  that  money  out  of  taxes  paid  by  those 
whom  these  men  were  brought  out  to  serve. 
Nothing  of  the  kind.  Whenever  it  was  nece8- 
Bary  to  find  employment  for  the  unemployed,  the 
honorable  gentleman  and  his  friends  made  the 
labouring-clasaes  throughout  the  colony  find  the 
money.  That  was  their  system  of  taxation.  And 
now  they  were  about  to  bring  down  in  a  few  days 
their  new  system  of  taxation,  and  then  the  House 
would  see  who  was  to  find  the  money  to  employ 
the  unemployed.  If,  in  past  times,  the  honorable 
member  for  Avon  had  really  considered  the  rights 
of  the  working-man,  he  would  have  seen  that  the 
taxes  were  so  imposed  that  those  who  could  and 
ought  to  pay  them  did  pay  them.  He  did  not 
do  so.  On  the  contrary,  the  plan  had  been,  that 
when  the  people  of  the  country  were  poor,  from 
not  being  able  to  get  work  to  do,  large  sums  of 
money  were  taken  out  of  their  pockets  just  in  the 
same  way  as  it  was  when  labour  was  most  abun- 
dant. The  question  was,  How  were  the  taxes  to 
be  put  on  by  which  this  money  was  to  be  gained  ? 
1!  men  were  brought  out  here,  work  should  be 
found  for  them ;  but  it  should  be  paid  for  by 
those  people  of  large  property  for  whom  they 
were  brought  out  to  labour. 
Major  ATKINSON.— Hear,  hear. 
Sir  G.  GREY  heard  the  honorable  member  for 
Bgmont  say  "  Hear,  hear."    He  was  just  the  man 


who  tried  in  past  times  to  prevent  a  change  in  the 
incidence  of  taxation  session  after  session,  and 
ridiculed  the  idea.  Find  work  for  the  unemployed 
undoubtedly  ;  but  let  a  fair  system  of  taxation  be 
brought  down,  so  that  the  burden  of  paying  these 
men  should  fall  upon  the  shoulders  of  those  who 
ought  to  bear  it. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE  did  not  see  where  these 
discussions  were  to  end,  which  were  nothing  more 
than  an  appeal  on  the  part  of  certain  persons  to 
the  passions  of  people  outside  the  House.  They 
were  the  persons  who  professed  to  be  the  friends 
of  the  working-men  ;  but  they  had  not  the  man- 
liness to  tell  them  what  was  really  for  their 
good,  and  only  came  down  to  the  House  to  talk 
of  grievances  that  they  knew  themselves  did  not 
exist.  He  was  astonished  that  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames,  who,  with  his  experience 
and  well-known  ability,  might  so  fairly  come 
forward  and  tell  the  real  truth,  should  not  have 
the  courage  to  do  so.  It  was  impossible  to  help 
comparing  that  honorable  gentleman's  speech  with 
that  of  the  Minister  for  Public  Works.  That 
honorable  gentleman's  speech  redounded  to  his 
credit,  but  the  other  honorable  gentleman's  cer- 
tainly did  not.  The  one  honorable  gentleman 
had  the  courage  to  tell  the  truth  to  the  working- 
men,  and  point  out  to  them  that  economic  laws 
must  be  followed  out ;  the  other  went  on  maun- 
dering day  after  day,  and,  solely  for  political 
purposes,  came  down  again  and  again  with  the 
same  parrot-cry.  It  was  a  most  discreditable 
position  for  any  man  to  take  up  in  a  House  like 
that.  What  the  House  had  to  consider  was,  not 
working-men  at  all  as  working-men,  but  what 
was  the  interest  of  the  country  as  a  whole.  If 
from  temporary  causes  men  were  temporarily  out 
of  work,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  House,  as  it  was  the 
duty  of  individuals  in  their  several  capacities,  as 
far  as  possible  to  mitigate  any  suffering  that  might 
exist ;  but  to  make  that  constantly  the  occasion  for 
addrec>sing  harangues  to  parties  outside  the  House 
was,  he  thought,  discreditable  to  any  member  of 
it.  He  hoped  the  House  would,  once  for  all,  put 
its  foot  down  and  say  this  sort  of  thing  must 
come  to  an  end.  The  business  of  the  country  had 
to  be  carried  out,  and  it  was  not  the  business  of 
honorable  members  to  be  constantly  appeaHng  to 
the  passions  of  people  outside.  They  were  there 
to  attend  to  the  general  interests  of  the  commu- 
nity, and  not  of  one  class  or  another.  When  the 
question  of  the  incidence  of  taxation  came  before 
the  House  honorable  members  could  discuss  it 
on  its  own  merits  ;  and  then,  if  any  class  of  the 
community  felt  aggrieved,  its  grievance  could  be 
brought  under  the  attention  of  the  House.  But 
let  honorable  membera  discuss  it  vnth  the  voice 
of  reason,  and  not  with  the  voice  of  passion.  If 
the  taxes  bore  unfairly  on  any  one  class  or  any 
one  man,  let  the  subject  be  discussed  calmly  and 
quietly,  and  let  them  not  always  be  coming  down 
and  talking  about  the  rights  of  the  human  race 
and  the  grievances  of  the  working-man.  The  man 
who  told  the  working-classes  the  truth,  whether 
it  was  palatable  to  them  or  not,  would  in  the  end 
be  recognized  as  their  best  friend.  It  was  not 
right  to  be  constantly  proclaiming  utter  fallacies 
from  the  House  of  Representatives. 
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Sir  G-.  G-REY  said,  as  the  honorable  member 
wished  him  to  proclaim  the  truth,  he  would  pro- 
claim the  truth.  The  honorable  gentleman  had 
told  the  House  on  several  occasions  that  he  was 
one  of  the  most  liberal  of  the  Liberals  in  £ngland. 
If  that  were  the  case,  he  could  no  longer  wonder 
that  England  and  Ireland  were  in  their  present 
state  of  wretchedness.  The  whole  of  that  mystery 
was  explained  to  him  at  once.  The  honorable 
gentleman  talked  about  maundering  on.  Was 
there  erer  such  maundering  as  that  of  the  honor- 
able gentleman  liimself  tliat  eTening?  The  honor- 
able gentleman  suid  this  was  a  mere  temporary 
difficulty.  He  would  tell  the  honorable  gentle- 
man it  was  not  a  mere  temporary  difficulty,  but 
one  that  was  becoming  permanent,  and  would 
grow  day  by  day,  unless  the  land  laws  imposed 
upon  the  country  by  the  honorable  gentleman's 
friends  were  very  much  altered.  If  these  people 
had  been  brought  out  under  a  proper  system  of 
administration  of  the  land,  they  would  have  been 
settled  upon  small  farms,  and  none  of  this  diffi- 
culty woiild  haye  arisen.  But  it  was  the  honor- 
able gentleman's  friends  who  year  after  year  had 
grasped  for  themselves  great  blocks  of  land,  so  that 
these  people  could  get  none.  And  where  had  that 
been  done  more  than  in  Canterbury,  where  at 
this  very  moment  the  distress  was  most  alarming? 
The  whole  of  the  land  in  that  part  of  the  country 
had  been  shut  up  by  shameful  administration  of 
the  land  laws.  It  was  that  which  in  great  part 
liad  caused  the  present  distress,  and,  if  not  stopped 
soon,  it  would  go  on  increasing  year  by  year.  It 
was  the  administration  of  the  land  which  had 
brought  this  difficulty  about,  and  it  was  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  land  which,  if  not  soon  altered, 
would  plunge  the  country  into  disaster  for  cen- 
turies to  come;  which  would  create  a  class  of 
wealthy  men— men  made  rich  unfairly,  by  grid- 
ironing  the  country,  by  preemptive  rights,  by 
rights  unjustly  obtained,  without  the  country 
being  consulted.  These  were  the  causes  which 
must  create  a  poor  cbss  in  this  colony  for  years 
to  come,  and  which,  if  not  stopped,  would  insure 
for  New  Zealand  the  state  of  pauperism  which 
exists  in  Great  Britain  at  the  present  day.  These 
were  truths  which  should  be  told  the  House  and 
the  country,  and  which  should  be  impressed  on 
every  man's  mind,  so  that  all  might  rise  as  one 
man  and  insist  upon  those  alterations  being  made 
in  the  land  laws  of  New  Zealand  which  the  popu- 
lation of  Great  Britain  were  now  demanding 
should  be  put  in  force  in  that  country.  These 
were  truths,  and  every  man  who  loved  New  Zea- 
land in  his  heart  and  was  acquainted  with  the  true 
state  of  the  country  would  admit  that  what  he 
said  was  the  plain  and  simple  truth,  and  exposed 
a  state  of  things  which  ought  to  be  remedied.  If 
the  honorable  member  for  Grey  and  Bell  was  a 
true  Liberal,  let  him  give  his  aid  to  insure  that 
justice  in  the  administration  of  the  land  should 
prevail  from  end  to  end  of  the  country  in  future. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE  said  he  would  give  an 
illustration  which  had  come  under  his  own  obser- 
ration.  Immediately  before  coming  to  the  House 
after  the  election  he  was  waited  upon  by  some 
persons  in  reference  to  matters  of  a  magisterial 
character  which  they  wished  him  to  perform 
Colonel  Trimble 


for  them.  These  men  three  years  and  s  half 
ago  came  to  the  country  as  assisted  immi* 
grants.  Some  of  them  had  seen  the  inside  of  a 
poorhouse  at  Home.  They  were  of  that  class. 
They  were  honest  and  hard-working  men,  and 
they  came  to  a  part  of  the  countrr  where 
there  was  but  little  pampering,  and  where  th« 
land  they  had  to  go  upon  was  covered  with 
primitive  bush,  and  the  heaxiest  country  in  New 
Zealand.  These  men  told  him  voluntarily  that 
the  talk  of  Sir  George  Grey — ^they  mentioned  the 
honorable  gentleman's  name  —  was  "complete 
rot."  They  said, ."  If  we  had  stayed  at  Home, 
what  should  we  nave  been?  We  should  hare 
been  paupers."  And  one  of  them,  pointing  to  a 
deed  for  a  town  lot  at  Inglewood,  for  which  he 
was  receiving  £40,  and  for  which  he  had  paid 
£5 — having  put  improvements  upon  it —  said,  **  Do 
you  think,  Sir,  I  could  have  had  such  a  thing  as 
this,  if  I  Imd  not  come  here  as  an  assisted  im- 
migrant?" These  men  were  making  tiieir  posi- 
tion time  after  time.  No  doubt  they  might 
require  a  trifling  amount  of  support  in  the 
way  of  work,  either  from  prirate  indiriduals 
or  from  the  Government ;  but,  as  a  whole, 
they  were  working,  in  an  independent  way,  to 
an  independence.  He  had  been  taunted  about 
his  position  at  Home  as  a  Liberal.  He  was 
quite  willing  to  take  the  newspaper  reports  of 
himself  as  a  Liberal  at  Home,  and  to  give  the 
House  the  newspaper  reports  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames  as  a 
Liberal  when  he  went  to  England  to  contest  the 
election  in  1870.  On  that  occasion  the  honor- 
able gentleman  went  to  the  town  of  Newark. 
He  was  advised  by  the  Liberal  party  not  to 
divide  the  Liberal  votes.  It  was  a  matter  of  vitid 
importance  to  the  Government  to  get  one  of  the 
most  eminent  Liberals  in  the  country  returned  tx> 
Parliament,  Sir  Henry  Storks,  who  was  to  be 
Coniplro.ier-General.  —  (A  laugli.)  —  The  honor- 
able member  might  laugh,  but  it  showed  that  he 
knew  nothing  about  the  purpose  for  which  Sir 
Henry  Storks  was  wanted  in  FarUament.  He 
was  wanted  as  an  army  organizer  in  a  great  army 
reform  movement  of  that  day — one  of  the  great- 
est reform  movements  that  had  ever  taken  place 
in  Great  Biitain.  A  seat  was  required  for  him 
in  Parliament,  and  he  was  advised  to  go  to  the 
Borough  of  Newark.  The  honorable  gentleman 
was  advised  not  to  contest  the  seat  with  him. 
There  were  several  candidates.  Sir  Henry  Storks, 
not  wishing  to  divide  the  Liberal  interest,  retired, 
and  a  local  man  contested  the  seat.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  refused  the  request  of  the  lead- 
ing Liberals  to  retire,  and  went  to  the  poll. 
His  speech  on  the  occasion  occupied  fourteen 
lines  in  the  columns  of  the  Times,  one  of  which 
comprised  the  word  "Cheers,"  leaving  thirteen. 
Four  of  them — and  he  wanted  to  show  them 
the  traditionary  history  of  the  man — were  occu- 
pied in  complaints  against  Mr.  Mundella  and  Sir 
Henry  Storks.  He  said,  in  his  usual  pathetic 
style,  that  it  was  not  decent  to  come  there  and 
oppose  him,  because  he  understood  they  were 
both  to  be  members  of  the  Ministry.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  always  had  a  personal  grievance, 
and  his  grierance  at  that  time  was  that  one  of 
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the  principal  Liberals  of  the  countrj,  Mr.  Mun- 
della,  had  come  down  to  oppose  him.  That  took 
four  lines  out  of  the  thirteen,  leaving  nine,  and 
one  that  was  taken  up  by  an  interruption.  The 
honorable  gentleman's  whole  speech  was  thought 
of  such  importance  by  the  Times  that  it  occupied 
a  space  of  ten  lines  in  its  columns.  That  was 
the  position  of  the  honorable  gentleman  with 
regai^  to  the  public  Press.  As  to  the  electors 
of  the  Liberal  borough  of  Newark,  the  poll  com- 
menced at  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning.  At 
eleven  o'clock  the  honorable  gentleman  had 
forty-seven  votes,  and  had  to  retire,  between 
eleren  and  twelve  o'clock,  with  the  magnificent 
number  of  fifty-two  votes.  That  was  his  posi- 
tion as  a  Liberal  at  Home.  Now,  he  (Colonel 
Trimble)  never  was  a  candidate  at  an  elec- 
tion at  Home.  He  had  been  asked  to  be  a 
candidate  for  important  constituencies,  but  he 
certainly  would  never  have  dreamt  of  being 
a  candidate  for  any  constituency  that  would 
only  give  him  the  magnificent  return  of  fifty- 
two  votes.  He  was  not  to  be  taunted  with  his 
position  as  a  Radical  at  Home  by  the  honorable 
gentleman.  This  constant  appeal  to  the  passions 
of  the  multitude  was  unworthy  of  the  honorable 
gentleman's  experience,  unworthy  of  his  age,  and 
unworthy  of  the  position  of  any  member  of  that 
House. 

Mr.  DICK  would  suggest  that  they  should  go 
on  with  the  business. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  might  first  be  allowed  to 
ask  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  if  he  would  be 
good  enough  to  say  what  steps,  if  any,  had  been 
taken  towajrds  locating  the  unemployed  on  village 
allotments  throughout  the  country.  He  thought 
that  was  the  real  remedy — to  get  as  many  of  these 
people  planted  on  homesteads  of  their  own  as  pos- 
sible, and  give  them  three  or  four  days*  work  in 
the  week  upon  the  railways.  There  was  a  very 
great  danger  of  this  providing  for  unemployed 
being  abused.  By  doing  so  they  might  destroy  t  hat 
self-reliant  feeling  which  ought  to  bo  cherished 
throughout  all  classes  of  the  community.  He 
had  reason  to  fear  that  unemployed  persons  were 
finding  their  way  from  the  neighbouring  colonies. 
He  thought  it  would  be  found  that  scarcely  a 
steamer  arrived  from  Melbourne  or  Sydney  that 
did  not  bring  a  number  of  men  who  appeared 
amongst  the  "  unemployed."  Thev  found  that 
they  could  get  employment  here  from  the  Go- 
vernment as  a  matter  of  right ;  and  if  that  feeling 
went  abroad  they  would  have  thousands  of  meu 
coming  from  the  Australian  Colonies  and  other 
countries.  The  great  thing  was  to  provide  small 
homesteads  for  aU.  He  knew  these  things  could 
uot  be  done  in  a  day.  There  was  a  great  deal  of 
work  attached  to  locating  people  on  the  land  on 
the  required  scale.  At  the  same  time,  he  hoped 
to  hear  that  steps  had  been  taken,  and  were  being 
taken,  towards  locating  as  many  of  these  people 
M  could  be  got  to  occupy  homesteads  of  their 
own.  It  would  bo  very  gratifying  to  the  Com- 
mittee to  be  informed  that  the  Government  were 
taking  steps  in  that  direction. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  thought  the  Committee  was 
entitled  to  an  answer  to  the  nonorable  gentleman's 
question,  and  a*  iar  as  he  was  concerned  he  would 


I  be  very  glad  to  give  one.  He  would  state  what 
I  the  position  was  when  he  took  oflice.  There  were 
I  over  two  thousand  people  employed  by  the  Go- 
vernment upon  works  in  the  Middle  Island  in 
consequence  of  the  want  of  other  employment. 
That  number  had  since  increased.  The  first  step 
he  took  on  entering  oflice  as  Minister  for  Immi- 
gration was  to  send  instructions  round  to  the 
difierent  Immigration  Ofl^ccrs  to  make  arrange- 
ments at  once  that  the  people  should  not  remain 
about  the  towns ;  that  the  barracks,  of  which 
there  were  a  considerable  number  in  Canterbury, 
should  be  immediately  prepared,  and  that  tne 
people  should  be  sent  to  them  ;  that  their  fami- 
lies should  have  provision  made  for  them,  and 
that  they  should  be  enabled,  as  far  as  possible,  to 
be  absorbed  by  the  ordinary  work  of  the  country. 
He  also  made  arrangements  to  have  reports,  which 
had  since  been  furnished  from  difierent  parts  of 
the  country,  to  say  where  there  was  a  possibility 
of  placing  immigrants  ;  and  had  given  instructions 
that,  as  they  came  in,  the  immigrants  should  be 
shifted  from  one  part  of  the  colony  to  another, 
according  to  the  difierent  requirements.  There 
was  no  step  the  Government  could  have  taken 
that  had  not  been  taken  in  order  to  alleviate 
what  was  undoubtedly  a  very  considerable  pres- 
sure at  the  present  time.  There  were  two 
thousand  or  three  thousand — nearer  three  thou- 
sand —  men  now  being  employed.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Port  Chalmers  had  himself  com- 
menced it,  and  the  present  Government  had 
thought  it  right  to  carry  it  on,  and  to  do  its 
utmost  to  make  the  pressure  as  light  as  possible. 
They  had  gone  further  than  that.  As  far  as  he 
(Mr.  Rolleston)  could,  he  had  in  a  small  way  com- 
menced the  location  of  people  on  spots  of  ground 
on  the  same  plan  that  he  adopted  some  years 
ago ;  and  the  Government  intended,  as  would  be 
peen  by  every  one  who  would  read  the  Bill  on 
the  subject  that  was  now  before  the  House,  to 
pursue  that  still  further.  He  did  not  intend  to 
take  credit  for  himself  or  for  the  present  Govern- 
ment. He  quite  recognized  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Port  Chclmers  had  this  matter  as 
much  at  heart  as  any  man  could  have.  It  was  not 
a  question  of  who  should  receive  the  most  credit. 
Let  them  jret  to  work,  and  not  talk,  and  he  pro- 
mised the  House  that  there  should  be  no  lack  of 
endeavours  to  settle  people  in  the  country,  as  far 
as  this  Government  was  concerned.  The  honor- 
able member  for  the  Thames  (Sir  G.  Grey)  said, 
"  Let  us  have  the  truth."  Well,  let  them  have 
the  truth.  What  was  the  truth  with  regard  to 
the  honorable  gentleman  ?  He  said  that  this 
difficulty  was  not  a  temporary  difficulty,  but  one 
which  had  been  growing  for  some  time  past  in 
consequence  of  the  maladministration  of  the 
waste  lands  of  the  colony  —  that  the  difficulty 
was  one  which  had  been  growing  in  the  past, 
and  would  grow  in  the  future,  and  that  it  was 
permanent.  What  did  the  honorable  gentleman 
say  elsewhere  ?  Let  them  listen  to  his  wonderful 
telegram.  Let  them  hear  what  he  said  to  Sir 
Michael  Hicks  Beach,  whom  he  went  out  of  his 
way  to  address  directly,  instead  of  through  the 
Governor,  as  he  should  have  done.  He  said, — 
"New  Zealand   Government   regrets  greatly 
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distress  in  mother-country.  It  respectfully  in- 
forms Imperial  Govemmont  that  six  thousand 
able-bodied  emigrants  could  at  onoe  find  perma- 
nent and  profitable  employment  in  New  Zealand, 
in  addition  to  large  numbers  whoso  passages  are 
being  paid  by  colony.  Agent-G-eneral  directed  to 
place  services  at  disposal  Imperial  Government 
should  it  desire  to  forward  unemployed  and  fami- 
lies to  colony.  He  will  indicate  the  classes 
labourers  in  demand,  who  may  by  industry  and 
perseverance  become  their  own  employers." 

The  honorable  member  who  sent  that  telegram, 
and  said  that  these  people  could  at  once  find 
permanent  and  profitable  employment,  and  would 
be  able  by  industry  and  perseverance  to  become 
their  own  employers,  and  that  there  was  a  certain 
future  before  them,  was  not  entitled  to  get  up  and 
talk  the  cant  and  rant  the  honorable  gentleman 
uttered.  It  was  something  shocking,  to  any  man 
who  knew  what  the  truth  was,  that  the  honor- 
able gentleman  should  have  ventured  to  get  up 
before  some  thousands  of  men,  as  he  did  when  on 
his  stumping  tour,  at  a  time  when  this  telegram 
to  send  out  6,000  people  had  gone  Home,  and  that 
he  should  have  appealed  to  their  sympathies  as 
against  immigration,  should  have  done  his  utmost 
to  set  class  against  class,  and  talk  as  if  he  himself 
were  entirely  averse  to  immigration.  And  he 
asked  the  honorable  gentleman  to  t«ll  the  Com- 
mittee now  why  these  papers  were  not  laid  on  the 
table — how  ho  ventured  to  mislead  the  Hou^e. 
That  was  a  disgrace  to  any  public  man.  He  (Mr. 
BoUeston)  had  had  a  Ions  official  life  in  this 
country,  and  had  had  to  do  witli  placing  docu- 
ments before  Parliament  as  an  Under  Secretary 
and  in  other  capacities,  and  be  should  be  ashamed 
of  himself  if  he  professed  to  give  information 
on  a  subject  and  neld  back  some  of  the  most 
important  facts.  That  was  wliat  the  honorable 
member  did,  and  a  more  disgraceful  or  more 
deceitful  act  was  never  done  in  the  history  of 
government. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  regretted  very  much  the 
tone  which  the  debate  was  taking.  He  was  afraid 
they  were  going  to  have  a  repetition  of  those  dis- 
graceful scenes  that  occurred  during  the  session 
before  last.  When  the  Minister  of  Lands  was 
on  the  Opposition  side  of  the  House,  it  was  per- 
haps excusable  for  liim  to  occasionally  use  rather 
strong  language ;  but  if  the  dignity  of  the  House 
was  to  bo  maintained,  and  the  business  of  the 
country  carried  on,  it  would  be  necessary  for  the 
members  on  the  Gt>vemment  benches  to  adopt  a 
difibrent  stjle  of  debate.  It  was  the  contemptuous 
manner  in  which  the  Minister  of  Lands  rose  to 
speak  of  the  honorable  member  for  Waitaki  that 
had  caused  all  this  discussion.  He  hoped  honor- 
able members  would  not  forget  that  the  dignity 
of  their  position  had  been  forgotten  before — he 
admitted  it — it  was  for  that  one  reason  that  he 
had  advocated  a  different  leadership  of  the  party; 
but  he  hoped  they  would  not  see  a  repetition  of 
those  things  by  the  honorable  gentlemen  at  pre- 
sent on  the  Government  bench. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  was  utterly  amazed  at 
what  had   fallen  from   the  Minister  of  Lands. 
Who  suppressed  or  attempted  to  suppress  that 
Mr,  EoUuton 


telegram?    Was  not  that  telegram  laid  on  the 
table  in  due  course  along  with  others  ? 

Mr.  HALL. — No ;  it  was  not  laid  on  the  taWe 
until  the  present  Government  came  into  office. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  was  not  aware  of  that 
At  all  events,  it  was  not  kept  back  intentionally 
He  imagined  that,  if  there  was  any  one  thing 
more  than  another  of  which  the  colony  ought  to 
feel  proud,  it  was  that  telegram.  What  were  the 
circumstances  under  which  that  telegram  wu 
sent  ?  They  were  in  receipt  of  intelligence  from 
Home  that  tens  of  thousands  of  their  fellow- 
countrymen  were  actually  starving.  That  tele- 
gram was  sent  under  those  circumstances,  and 
under  the  impression  that  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment itself  would  pay  the  whole  of  the  passages 
of  the  6,000  immigrants.  Thev  could  not  have 
been  sent  in  a  day.  It  would  probably  have 
taken  twelve  months  before  they  could  all  have 
been  sent  out.  They  had  to  bo  selected  and  ap- 
proved of  by  the  Agent-General,  or  some  one 
appointed  by  him ;  and  he  regretted  very  much 
indeed  that  the  telegram  was  not  responded  to,  as 
he  thought  it  would  have  been.  He  had  not  the 
slightest  doubt  that,  had  that  number  of  propcrlj- 
selected  immigrants  been  sent  to  this  country, 
every  one  of  them  would  have  been  absorbed,  and 
could  be  absorbed  now,  notwithstanding  all  theout- 
cry  that  was  going  on.  He  regretted  exceedinglj 
that  the  honorable  member  for  Avon  should  have 
discovered  a  *' mare's-nest  *'  in  this  telegram.  He 
(Mr.  Macandrew)  was  as  responsible  as  any  one 
for  that  telegram.  He  rather  thought  it  was 
probably  sent  at  his  instigation  in  the  first  in- 
stance. He  certainly  had  no  desire  to  suppress 
it.  On  the  contrary,  he  thought  it  appeared  with 
the  other  immigration  correspondence  which 
was  laid  on  the  table  at  the  beginning  of  the 
session.  He  hoped  this  discussion  would  now 
cease,  and  that  they  would  go  on  with  the  bosi* 
ness. 

Sir  G.  GREY  thought  that,  even  at  the  risk 
of  prolonging  this  discussion,  he  should  bo  al- 
lowed to  make  a  personal  explanation.  Wlien 
the  honorable  member  for  Avon  spoke,  he  could 
not  help  thinking  of  the  discussion  that  took 
place  the  other  evening,  when  a  great  deal  was 
said  about  the  winds  rising  and  the  breezes  blow- 
ing. On  that  occasion  he  was  nearly  getting  up 
and  reciting  the  old  rhyme, — 

Cease,  rade  Boreas,  blast'ring  railer. 
That  was  the  sentiment  he  felt  then.  Nothing 
could  be  more  erroneous  or  wrong  than  the  state- 
ment which  the  honorable  genUeman  had  just 
made ;  and  he  would  answer  it  in  every  particu- 
lar. First,  the  honorable  member  implied  that 
he  (Sir  G.  Grey)  sent  a  telegram  irregularly  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  without  its  going  through  the 
Governor.  If  that  was  the  case,  he  would  under- 
take to  say  that  the  Gt)vemor  was  not  here,  that 
he  was  in  some  other  part  of  the  colony,  or  that 
there  was  some  cause  of  that  kind.  Certainly  no 
disrespect  to  the  Governor  was  intended.  The 
rule  laid  down  by  himself  and  his  colleagues  was, 
that  New  Zealand  should  upon  every  occasion 
set  an  example  to  Great  Britain,  which  wai  at 
the  time   involved  in   considerable  diffiooltiesi 
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tnd  should  ihow  her  that  they  were  one  of  the 
most  lojal  colonies  in  her  posAession,  and  were 
prepared  to  make  everj  sacrifioe  in  the  world  to 
promote  the  welfare  of  the  mother-country.     It 
WIS  said  that  he  could  not  have  felt  in  that  way, 
because  this  telegram  was  suppressed.     He  had 
DO  knowledge  that  it  was  suppressed,  and  he  never 
read  the  correspondence  in  relation  to  it  until  he 
saw  it  printed  and  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House. 
He  was  not  aware  that  the  correspondence  took 
place.    As  Premier,  he  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  preparing  of  those  papers,  and  had  nothing 
to  do  with  such  correspondence.    When   they 
sent  that  telegram  tens  of  thousands  of  people  in 
Great  Britain  were  on  the  very  rerge  of  starva- 
tion, and  some  people  were  absolutely  perishing 
by  &mine.    They  thought  it  was  a  proper  act  on 
the  part  of  New  Zealand  to  say  that  they  would 
aid  their  fellow-countrymen,   if  the  Home  Go- 
vernment chose  to  forward  them  and   pay  the 
cost  of  their  passage.     Further,  they  knew  that 
Great  Britain  was  upon  the  verge  of  war  with 
Bussia  at  the  same  moment,  and  there  was  very 
great  reason  to  beliere  that  her  supplies  of  corn 
would  be  cut  off  from  the  Black  Sea.    The  Go- 
vernment had  not  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House 
the  telegram — which  was  sent  at  the  same  time 
as  the  other  telegram — in  which  they  pointed  out 
to  the  Home  Q-ovemment  that  New  Zealand  was 
prepared  to  supply  250,000  tons  of  wheat  at  a 
low  price — the  price  at  which  wheat  was  selling 
in  the  colony  —  if  they  chose  to  become  pur- 
chasers.   They  were  thanked  by  the  Home  Go- 
vernment for  that  telegram.    Not  only  that,  but, 
when  Great  Britain  was  in  want  of  cable  conunu- 
nieation  with  South   Africa,  New  Zealand  was 
the  first  colony  to  give  up  her  claim  to  the  cable 
which  was  coming  out  here,  in  order  to  enable 
the  Home  Government  to  complete  its  conunu- 
nieation  with  South  Africa.    The  Government 
ooght  to  be  aware  of  the  despatch  sent  out  from 
the  Secretary   of   State,  acknowledging  in  the 
haodsomest  terms  the  service  New  2^^and  had 
rendered  Great  Britain  on  those  occasions.    Re- 
ferring to  the  telegram  respecting  6,000  immi- 
grants, he  knew  when  he  sent  it  Home  that  the 
policy  on  which  Great  Britain  had  acted  for  many 
years  was  this :  that  she  would  not  help  people 
to  emigrate  from  the  country.    The  Government 
would  not  pay  any  money  for  that  purpose ;  and 
those  who  had  mixed  much  among  the  dasses 
of  Great  Britain  who  regulated  those  subjects 
well  knew   that  this  beUef  was  held  by  Great 
Britain  :  that  she  required  a  large  pauper  popu- 
lation within  her  limits — that  was,  a  population 
as  nearly  as   possible  approaching  pauperism  ; 
so  that,  if  at  any  time  there  was  an  improve- 
ment in  trade,  a  great  number  of  hands  could  be 
fcund  at  once  to  be  put  into  any  employment 
which  offered.     Great  Britain  believed  that  her 
oiercantile  supremacy  depended  upon  that  supply 
of  cheap  labour  which  enabled  her  to  surpass 
>hnoet  all  foreign  nations  in  the  market.    He 
believed  in  his  heart,  when  they  made  the  offer 
to  take  those  6,000  people,  that  the  offer  would 
be  refused  by  the  Home  Government,  and  that 
they  would  not  find  the  money  to  pay  the  pas- 
M^  of  those  immigrants;  but  he  thought  it 
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was  the  duty  of  the  colony  to  set  a  good  ex- 
ample, and  try  to  raise  Great  Britain  to  a  sense 
of  auty.  The  honorable  member  for  Clive  had 
just  made  a  most  insulting  remark — a  remark 
unworthy  of  him.  The  honorable  member  made 
that  remark  because  he  (Sir  G.  Grey)  had  re- 
cently condemned  his  action  in  trying  to  bribe  a 
Native  with  £1,000,  to  induce  him  to  sell  the 
interest  of  his  countrymen  for  that  honorable 
gentleman's  advantage.  That  was  a  fact.  That 
was  not  humbug;  it  was  true.  He  believed  in 
his  heart  that  Great  Britain  would  not  have  the 
magnanimity  to  accept  the  offer  made ;  but  she 
ought  to  have  accepted  the  offer.  What  was 
done  by  the  Gt)vemment  at  Home?  They  did 
not  accept  the  offer,  but  they  were  ashamed  to 
tell  the  people  who  were  in  such  a  state  of  want 
that  they  had  refused  an  offer  of  the  kind.  They 
sent  round  to  consult  the  Boards  of  Guardians 
whether  they  would  send  out  paupers,  which  was  a 
thing  this  Government  never  authorized  them  to 
do,  and  never  expected  they  would  do.  That  was 
the  settled  policy  of  Great  Britain.  In  the  case 
of  the  Irish  famine,  which  was  before  the  House 
the  other  night,  what  took  place  ?  Great  Britain 
would  not  advance  a  penny  to  send  those  wretched 
people,  who  were  dying  at  home,  from  their 
country — not  a  halfpenny.  Yet  what  did  the 
Government  of  Canada  do?  They  landed  up- 
wards of  100,000  people  on  their  shores  within  a 
short  period,  and  sent  them  to  distant  possessions, 
where  work  could  be  found  for  the  people.  Great 
Britain  was  true  to  her  policy  on  that  occasion. 
If  she  had  sent  out  these  6,000  immigrants  it 
would  have  been  a  very  good  thing  for  New 
Zealand.  They  would  have  arrived  here  about 
the  time  when  the  loan  would  have  been  raised. 
They  would  have  been  put  to  work  on  the  public 
works  for  a  certain  number  of  days  in  the  week, 
in  such  a  way  that  they  could  have  settled  them- 
selves upon  small  lots  of  land,  which  would  have 
been  provided  for  them.  The  same  line  of  policy 
could  be  pursued  in  reference  to  the  unemployed 
in  the  colony.  If  this  policy  were  vigorously 
pursued,  if  the  administration  of  lands  were 
altered,  this  difficulty  might  be  overcome,  and  it 
would  be  an  advantage  to  the  colony.  In  no 
other  way  could  it  be  made  an  advantage.  If 
those  6,000  people  had  come  out,  they  would  have 
brought  some  capital — to  a  small  amount — with 
them,  and  they  would  certainly  have  been  accom- 
panied by  a  large  number  of  immigrants  of  a  dif- 
ferent kind,  who  would  also  have  benefited  New 
Zealand  largely  by  the  money  they  would  bring 
with  them.  No  greater  or  better  plan  was  ever 
devised ;  and  it  was  in  no  respect  repugnant  or 
contrary  to  any  statement  he  made.  At  that 
time  none  of  tho  present  difBculties  in  the  colony 
had  arisen  in  regard  to  labour.  He  believed 
that,  if  those  people  had  come,  those  difficul- 
ties would  have  been  delayed  to  a  future  day. 
By  the  alteration  he  spoke  of  in  the  mode  of 
settling  immigrants  on  the  land,  all  difficulties  in 
future  might  be  obviated.  In  no  other  manner 
could  it  be  done ;  and  that  must  be  accomplished, 
as  he  had  said,  by  a  fair  system  of  taxation,  which 
would  touch  those  who  had  accumulated  large 
landed  properties,  to  which  an  enormou9  value 
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had  been  pren  hj  monej  taken  out  of  other 
people's  pockets.  In  no  other  way  could  the 
country  be  put  into  a  satisfactory  state.  He  was 
prepared  to  meet  any  number  of  his  fellow- 
countrymen  on  this  question.  He  had  already  had 
communications  from  labouring  people  in  many 
parts  of  the  colony — from  the  district  from  which 
the  honorable  member  for  Avon  came — in  which 
they  entirely  appreciated  his  conduct  in  reference 
to  the  subject,  and  passed  a  serere  censure  on 
Sir  Michael  Hicks  Beach  for  not  having  helped 
his  countrymen.  If  he  had  not  accomplished 
anything  but  this  one  object,  he  would  have 
obtained  a  great  advantage  for  the  whole  Empire 
— if  he  proved,  as  he  did  prove,  that  the  British 
Government  would  not,  under  any  circumstances 
of  misery  among  its  population,  help  them  to 
emigrate.  In  establishmg  that  fact  indisputably 
he  had  rendered  a  great  service  indeed  to  the 
people  of  the  whole  Empire,  for  he  was  sure  that 
now  in  Great  Britain  this  would  be  insisted 
upon:  that  the  furtherance  of  emigration  from 
her  shores  should,  under  certain  circumstances, 
become  the  duty  of  the  Government  of  Great 
Britain — that  they  should  help  people  to  leave 
the  country  rather  than  allow  them  to  perish 
from  famine  by  hundreds  of  thousands  —  he 
believed  a  million  and  a  half  —  as  they  did  in 
one  case  in  Ireland.  That  was,  to  his  mind,  a 
brutal  doctrine, a  brutal  rule,  to  enforce;  and  the 
exposure  of  the  fact  that  under  any  circumstances 
the  British  Government  were  determined  to  ad- 
here to  that  rule  was,  in  his  opinion,  a  great 
benefit  accomplished. 

Mr.  ACTON  ADAMS  said  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  (Sir  G.  Grey)  had  raised  a  new  poli- 
tical cry — namely,  "  Charitable  aid  to  England." 
He  stated  that  hundreds  of  thousands  of  people 
were  perishing  from  starvation  in  the  Old  Coun- 
ty, and  that  the  New  Zealand  Gt>vemment  had 
offered  to  take  6,000  of  these  people  off  the  hands 
of  England.  Considering  the  wealth  and  com- 
merce of  England,  and  the  position  she  held  in 
the  monetary  world,  it  was  a  most  surprising 
thing  that  a  youug  colony  should  be  required  to 
propose  to  hold  out  aid  to  her  starving  people. 
If  the  honorable  gentleman's  intentioas  were 
known  to  those  in  authority  at  Home,  they  must 
have  felt  deeply  obliged  to  nim  for  taking  part  in 
the  government  of  the  Old  Country.  The  nonor- 
able  member  for  the  Thames  condescended  to  go 
into  New  Zealand  politics,  but  it  was  a  wonderful 
thing  that  he  should  also  have  been  prepared  to 
find  time  to  watch  over  the  policy  of  the  Home 
Country — especially  as  the  Home  Country  had 
treated  him  so  badly  when  he  stood  for  a  seat 
in  Parliament  in  that  country.  The  honorable 
gentleman  said  that  the  mercantile  supremacy 
of  England  depNcnded  upon  her  paupers.  That 
was  a  new  doctrine.  He  had  never  heard  it  put 
forward  before.  He  did  not  think  the  English 
people  would  feel  themselres  complimented  if 
told  that  the  supremacy  of  England  depended 
upon  her  pauperism.  The  honorable  gentleman 
stated  that  the  Old  Country,  for  this  reason, 
would  not  suffer  her  people  to  emigrate.  He 
must  know  that  the  Boards  of  Guardians  at 
Home  had  the  power  to  pay  the  passages  of 
Sir  &.  Qren 


people  out  of  the  rates.  They  had  either  to 
support  the  poOT  people  out  of  rates,  or,  if  ths 
people  desir^  to  emigrate,  pay  their  passages 
out  of  rates.  He  did  not  think  the  working- 
men  of  New  Zealand  would  thank  the  honorable 
gentleman  for  the  sort  of  interest  he  had  taken 
in  their  welfare.  In  February  last,  a  telegram 
was  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  asking  thst 
6,000  able-bodied  men  should  be  sent  out,  as  thej 
could  at  once  find  permanent  and  profitable  em- 
ployment in  New  Zealand.  On  the  same  date  a 
similar  telegram  was  sent  to  the  Agent-General, 
asking  that  6,000  able-bodied  adults  should  be  sent 
out.  On  the  28th  February  a  telegram  was  fe^ 
warded  to  the  Agent-General,  stating  that,  shoold 
the  Colonial  Ofiice  dedine  the  offer,  he  was  to 
increase  by  2,000  the  number  of  immigrants  o^ 
dered  for  the  year.  Honorable  members  should 
bear  in  mind  the  time  at  which  those  telegruni 
were  sent.  If  they  had  been  sent  in  time  for  the 
men  to  arrive  in  November  or  December,  when 
harvesting  and  shearing  were  going  on,  thers 
might  possibly  have  been  ample  room  for  finding 
employment  for  them  in  this  country ;  but  they 
were  to  be  sent  here  at  a  time  when  the  working 
people  could  not  possibly  find  employment  The 
people  despatched  would  have  arrived  in  this 
colony  when  there  would  have  been  no  employ- 
ment for  them.  He  did  not  think  that  was  a 
wise  course  either  for  the  people  themselves  or  te 
the  colony.  If  these  people  had  arrived  in  July 
or  August  there  would  have  been  so  many  more 
thousand  people  unemployed,  and  these  immi- 
grants woiud  have  been  poured  in  in  the  depth  of 
winter.  He  did  not  think  the  true  working-men 
of  the  colony  would  thank  the  honorable  member 
for  the  Thames  for  the  action  he  had  taken.  The 
honorable  gentleman  then  went  back  to  the  old 
ground  of  complaint —the  land  laws  of  the  colony. 
If  the  land  laws  of  this  colony  had  tended  to 
the  accumulation  of  large  landed  estates,  it 
was  particularly  those  regulations  made  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  himself  that  tended  in  thst 
direction.  It  was  under  the  Regulations  of  1853 
that  all  the  large  properties  in  Nelson,  Marl- 
borough, and  Canterbury  had  been  acquired.  If 
there  had  been  a  necessity  for  amending  those 
land  laws  lately,  why  did  not  the  honorable 
gentleman,  who  had  been  at  the  head  of  the 
Government  for  some  considerable  time,  endea- 
vour to  amend  the  land  laws  in  the  direction 
he  desired?  The  honorable  gentleman  had  taken 
no  steps  in  that  direction  whatever.  He  (Mr. 
Acton  Adams)  did  not  wish  to  go  further  into 
this  matter,  as  the  House  was  anxious  to  proceed 
with  the  business.  He  would  say  that  what  was 
wanted  in  this  country  more  than  anything  was 
the  means  of  putting  people  on  the  land — far  more 
than  grants  of  land  for  the  people.  So  far  as  he 
had  observed  in  different  parte  of  the  country, 
there  was  no  lack  of  land,  but  the  difficulty  was 
to  place  people  on  the  land — to  find  people  who 
had  sufficient  means  to  go  on  the  land  so  as  to 
use  it  properly.  Under  the  Provincial  Govern- 
ment of  Auckland  the  holders  of  land  orders  re- 
ceived forty  acres  of  land  in  out-of-the-way  dis- 
tricts, which  they  could  not  occupy.  That  was 
simply  offering  the  people  a  stone  when  th^  asked 
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for  bread.  It  was  useless  to  ask  a  working-man 
to  go  on  land  until  he  had  acquired  suMcient 
capital  to  work  that  btnd,  and  until  there  were 
means  of  opening  up  the  country  and  giving  him 
access  to  that  land.  If  the  honorable  gentle- 
man's administration  had  been  in  tiiat  direction  he 
might  hare  claimed  to  have  done  a  benefit  to  the 
country  and  to  the  class  for  whom  he  was  always 
speaking. 

Mr.  BUNNY  trusted  the  House  would  dis- 
pose of  tliis  reaolution.  It  should  be  recollected 
that  this  was  a  private  members'  day.  He  hoped 
the  Committee  would  pass  the  resolution,  and 
allow  the  business  to  be  proceeded  with. 

Mr.  SEDDOK  was  rather  astonished  at  the 
action  taken  by  the  Government  this  evening,  and 
at  the  way  they  had  dealt  with  the  people  of  the 
West  Coast  with  reference  to  a  similar  matter. 
When  he  spoke  to  the  Minister  for  Public  Works 
last  night  about  the  Hokitika  harbour  works  and 
about  keeping  men  employed,  he  was  told  by  the 
bonorable  gentleman  that  he  did  not  think  it  was 
the  intention  of  the  Government  to  do  anything, 
though  they  had  previously  promised  £4,000  as  an- 
other instalment  towards  completing  the  contract. 
To-night  Ministers  told  the  House  that  they  were 
going  to  make  provision  for  those  who  were  out  of 
empu>yment ;  jet,  in  a  case  where  a  large  number 
of  people  were  employed,  and  where  the  work  was 
likely  to  be  stopped,  no  definite  answer  could  be 
obtained.  He  hoped  the  Goyemment  would  not 
altogether  decide  to  stop  that  work.  The  Minister 
for  Public  Works  knew  that  it  was  a  very  good 
case.  The  House  had  authorized  the  expenditure 
of  money  for  the  harbour  works  at  Hokitika.  There 
was  a  contract  under  way  at  the  present  time. 
On  Saturday  last  a  telegram  was  received  from 
the  Harbour  Board,  stating  that  the  works  were 
likely  to  be  ^topped — that  a  deputation  had  been 
sent  to  Wellington  to  ask  the  Government  to 
allow  the  works  to  go  on.  He  trusted  the  Go- 
Ternment  would  be  consistent  with  what  they 
had  stated  during  this  discussion,  and  that  the 
money  asked  for  would  be  scattered  throughout 
the  various  centres  of  New  Zealand,  and  more 
particularly  the  West  Coast,  to  keep  those  em- 
ployed in  employment,  and  give  the  unemployed 
something  to  do.  With  regard  to  the  work- 
ing-men, they  might  well  exclaim,  "Sare  me 
from  my  friends."  He  did  not  think  the  work- 
ing-men of  New  Zealand  cared  to  be  dragged  so 
fr^uently  before  this  House.  He  knew  that  the 
majority  of  them  did  not.  If,  through  some  un- 
foreseen circumstances,  a  number  of  them  were 
oat  of  employment,  they  did  not  wish  employ- 
ment doled  out  to  them  as  charity.  It  was  use- 
less talking  about  putting  men  on  the  land  who 
did  not  know  anything  about  farming.  Artisans 
were  the  class  of  men  now  wanting  labour.  If 
due  regard  had  been  paid,  at  the  time  the  public 
works  policy  was  initiated,  to  the  manufacturing 
of  goods  in  the  colony,  there  would  not  have  been 
so  many  people  out  of  employment — men  inca- 
pable of  undergoing  manual  labour  with  the  pick 
and  shovel.  He  hoped  the  Government  would 
see  that  the  money  was  judiciously  expended. 

Mr.  HALL  trusted  the  discussion  would  not  be 
proceeded  with  further,  seeing  thftt  th^r^  was  so 


great  an  amount  of  work  for  the  House  to  get 
tiirough. 

Mr.  LUNDON  failed  to  see  that  any  good  re- 
sult would  be  obtained  from  voting  this  £50,000 
for  the  purpose  stated  by  the  Gt>vcrnment.  In- 
stead of  apply^'ng  it  in  the  direction  indicated,  he 
thought  the  money  ought  to  be  expended  in  the 
placing  of  working-men  on  land  in  the  country. 
In  the  Hokianga  District  there  was  a  large  publio 
estate  lying  idle :  a  great  deal  of  the  land  had 
been  surveyed  and  cut  up  into  small  farms ;  but 
when  it  was  offered  for  sale  by  the  Waste  I^nds 
Board  they  could  not  get  a  bid  for  it,  simply 
because  the  upset  price  was  too  high  and  there 
were  no  roads  made  to  it.  Now,  he  thought  the 
Government  could  not  do  a  better  thing  than 
send  a  shipload  of  working-men  away  in  the 
'*Hinemoa  to  the  northern  districts,  and  he 
believed  that,  if  they  did  so,  in  two  or  three 
years  these  people  would  be  independent.  If  the 
£50,000  were  applied  to  finding  them  employ- 
ment just  now,  they  would  be  in  the  same  posi- 
tion three  or  six  months  hence.  Posts  and  rails, 
potatoes  and  onions,  and  many  other  things 
were  at  this  moment  being  imported  from  other 
countries,  whereas  they  could  all  be  produced  in 
New  Zealand  if  the  Government  would  only  as- 
sist in  placing  the  people  on  the  small  farms  in 
the  district  from  which  he  came.  The  Govern- 
ment were  bringing  out  people  from  Home  and 
setting  them  down  in  Dunedin,  Wellington,  Auck- 
land, and  other  large  towns,  and  the  result  was, 
that  they  hung  about  the  towns.  Objection 
might  be  raised  to  placing  mechanics  on  farms ; 
but  he  maintained  that  mechanics  would  make 
the  best  farmers  in  New  Zealand.  When  a 
farmer  came  out  from  England  he  forgot  the 
different  climate  he  was  in,  and  went  to  work 
in  anything  but  the  right  way;  whereas  the 
mechanic  would  do  what  his  neighbours  did, 
and  would  be  found  generally  to  succeed.  An 
honorable  member  of  that  ffouse  and  himself 
had  traTelled  oyerland  from  Mongonui  to  Hoki- 
anga. They  had  dinner  at  a  settler's  house  on 
the  way,  and  there  was  dinner  for  a  very  large 
family.  The  settler's  wife  told  them  that  nine 
years  before  she  and  her  husband  got  there  with 
15s.  in  their  pockets,  and,  there  being  no  roads  or 
bridges,  they  were  obliged  to  carry  tneir  children 
on  their  backs.  Now,  if  the  Gbyernment  would 
only  place  people  in  the  Kaitaia  Valley,  which 
had  been  surveyed  and  cut  up  into  small-farm 
settlements,  as  well  as  on  lanas  in  the  Hokianga 
District,  they  should  have  his  vote  to  keep  them 
in  ofiice;  but  imless  they  did  this  they  might 
never  count  his  vote  safe  for  them.  What  was 
the  use  of  spending  £50,000  in  making  railways 
and  recliiiming  land?  AH  these  works  were  so 
much  Masted  when  they  had  the  finest  country 
in  the  world  and  nobody  living  on  it.  Money 
was  wasted  in  public  works,  and  the  towns  were 
made  so  attractive  that  people  could  not  bo  in- 
duced to  go  out  into  the  country  districts  to  settle 
on  the  land.  That  was  the  cause  of  the  want 
which  was  felt  periodically  about  the  towns.  He 
spoke  earnestly  to  the  Goyemment  when  he  said 
that  they  would  have  his  yote  to  keep  them  in 
office  if  they  would  allow   the  "Hiaemoa"   to 
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take  n  shipload  of  people  away  to  settle  in  the 
Kailaia  Valloj  and  the  Hokianga  District,  where 
not  a  single  acre  had  been  boui^ht  on  account  of 
£1  per  acre  being  the  up»ct  price.  With  these 
remarks  he  hoped  the  vote  would  be  allowed  to 
pass,  and  that  thej  would  have  no  more  of  this 
nonsense  about  Liberalism  in  England  and  in 
this  country.  He  neyer  yet  knew  a  man  to  be 
liberal  with  his  own,  but  some  were  very  liberal 
with  what  belonged  to  other  people.  He  hoped 
the  Qt>Ternment  would  carry  out  this  suggestion. 
If  they  did,  they  could  calculate  on  having  his 
Tote. 
Resolution  agreed  to. 

NATIVE  RESERVES  VESTING  BILL. 

Sir  G.  GREY,  in  moving  the  second  reading  of 
this  Bill,  said  the  object  of  the  measure  was  to 
bring  the  Natives,  with  respect  to  tlnir  reserves, 
as  far  as  possible  into  the  position  occupied  by 
Her  Majesty's  European  subjects  under  similar 
circumstances.  At  the  present  time  these  Native 
reserves  were  administered  by  several  Commis- 
sioners, who  had  almost  unlimited  powers  as  to 
the  manner  in  which  they  might  deal  with  these 
reserves,  being  able  to  exchange  them,  or  to  lease 
them  for  a  period  not  exceeding  twenty-one  years. 
That  was  a  great  power  to  place  in  the  hands  of 
single  individuals  ;  and  he  thought  the  rights  of 
the  Natives  under  the  present  system  were  not 
properly  looked  after,  but  that  they  should  be 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  persons  proposed  in 
this  Biill.  The  measure  was  clearly  a  just  one, 
and  would,  moreover,  relieve  the  Government 
entirely  from  applications  by  interested  parties 
for  interference  on  the  part  of  the  Government 
to  further  particular  interests.  He  therefore  did 
not  think  it  was  necessary  to  say  any  more,  and 
he  should  content  himself  with  simply  moving 
that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  BRYCE  agreed  that  there  ought  to  be  a 
change  in  the  present  mode  of  managing  these 
reserves ;  but  he  considered  that  there  were 
reasons  why  this  Bill  should  not  be  passed  at  the 
present  time.  The  honorable  gentleman  seemed 
to  think  that  it  would  afford  relief  to  the  Native 
Department  in  respect  of  its  work  relative  to  the 
disposal  of  these  Native  reserves ;  but,  in  his  (Mr. 
Bryce's)  opinion,  if  the  Bill  were  passed  at  the 
present  time  the  effect  would  be  in  a  totally 
opposite  direction,  and  for  this  reason  :  that  the 
reserves  were  at  present  under  the  management 
of  people  who  knew  a  great  deal  about  them,  and 
if  they  passed  suddenly  into  the  hands  of  the 
Public  Trustee  the  applications  of  that  officer  to 
the  department  for  information  and  assistance 
would  cast  a  large  amount  of  work  upon  the 
department.  There  was  nothing  unreasonable  in 
supposing  that  ultimately  the  reserves  would  go 
into  the  bands  of  the  Public  Trustee,  and  the 
sooner  that  result  was  brought  about  the  better  ; 
but  at  present  there  was  much  to  bo  done  in 
connection  with  these  reserves  which  could  only 
be  done  by  those  who  had  special  knowledge  of 
the  subject.  The  position  of  the  reserves  mui»t  be 
simplified,  and  then  legislation  of  this  sort  would 
be  desirable.  He  might  point  out  that  the  Public 
Trust  Office  Act  of  1872  made  provision  for 
ilfr.  Z^ndon 


handing  over  the  whole  or  any  portion  of  iheie 
trusts  by  the  (Government  to  the  Public  Trustee. 
It  would  be  much  better  at  present  to  follow  out 
the  provisions  of  that  Act  rather  than  past  this 
Bill,  because  under  that  Act  a  portion  cd  a  tmst 
could  be  handed  over,  and  the  portion  might  be 
handed  over  to  which  no  objection  would  exist 
— there  were  many  such  fit  to  be  handed  over 
to  the  Public  Trustee.  The  section  was  as  fol- 
lows : — 

"  The  Governor  may,  by  Order  in  Council, 
place  in  the  Public  Trust  Office  any  property 
held  in  trust  for  the  benefit  of  private  persons, 
or  public  bodies,  or  communities,  by  the  Crown, 
or  by  the  Governor,  or  by  officers  or  trustees 
appointed  by  the  Governor  in  virtue  of  any  Act 
in  that  behalf." 

He  apprehended  that  all  the  honorable  genUe- 
man  required  by  this  Bill  should  have  been  done 
by  the  honorable  gentleman  when  in  office  under 
that  clause,  and  could  have  been  done  much 
better,  inasmuch  as  the  reserves  which  were  in  a 
condition  to  be  handed  over  could  hare  been 
separated  from  those  not  in  that  condition,  and 
handed  over  to  the  Public  Trustee.  He  was  also 
advised,  but  he  could  not  speak  with  positive 
knowledge  upon  the  point,  that  there  were  serious 

'  legal  coniplications  involved,  and  if  a  Bill  of  this 
kind  were  passed  without  being  considered  by  those 
who  were  responsible  for  good  administration, 

;  it  might  lead  to  consequences  not  anticipated 
by  the  honorable  gentleman.      Such  a  Bill  ought 

I  to  be  introduced,  if  at  all,  by  the  Gk>vemmeQt, 
on  its  responsibility.     Under  these  circumstances 

I  he  hoped  the  lionorable  gentleman  would  with> 

I  draw  the  Bill  for  the  present,  or,  at  any  rate, 
content  himself  with  having  the  principle  af- 
firmed, to  which  the  Government  would  have 
no  objection,  provided  the  honorable  gentleman 
agreed  that  the  measure  should  not  be  proceeded 
with  further  during  the  present  session. 
Mr.  SHEEHAN  moved  the  adjournment  of 

I  the  debate  for  a  week,  because  he  thought  that 
those  members  of  the  House  whose  constituendes 
the  Bill  more  particularly  afi'ected — the  Maori 
members — should  have  an  opportunity  of  making 
themselves  better  acquainted  with  the  provisions 

'  of  the  Bill.  His  honorable  friend  was  not  exactly 
correct  in  saying  that  the  Public  Trust  Act  ap- 
plied to  all  Native  reserves.  It  only  referred 
to  reserves  held  in  trust  for  the  Natives  by  other 
persons ;  but  the  great  bulk  of  these  reserves  were 
lield  by  the  Natives  themselves,  with  certain  re- 
strictions on  their  right  to  lease  or  sell.  Those 
were  the  cases  which  the  honorable  member  who 
introduced  the  Bill  contemplated.  There  were 
already  a  number  of  trusts  held  by  the  Public 
Trustee,  but  these  were  infinitesimal  as  compared 
with  the  whole  area.  There  were  reserves  at 
Tauranga,  Waikato,  and  on  the  West  Coast,  in 
which  the  Crown  grants  had  been  made  absolute 
and  direct  to  the  persons  beneficially  concerned; 
and  it  was  the  preservation  of  these  trusts  that 
the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames  (Sir  G. 
Grey)  desired  to  bring  about  by  this  BilL  Some- 
thing of  this  sort  was  proposed  to  be  done  by  the 
Native  Affiiirs  Committee  in  1877,  when  it  was 
proposed  that  the  term  of  lease  should  be  short- 
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ened,  and  that  the  lands  should  always  be  dealt 
with  by  public  auction.  The  question  involved 
was  a  very  large  one.  It  was  a  question  a«  to 
whether  it  would  be  better  to  adopt  the  principle 
laid  down  in  this  Bill,  or  try  to  induce  the 
Nativee  themselves  to  undertake  the  management 
of  these  reserves.  He  did  not  profess  to  say 
which  was  the  correct  mode  ;  but,  as  to  this  Bill, 
he  thought  the  Native  members  should  have  more 
time  to  consider  the  provisions — to  put  them- 
selves in  a  better  position  to  come  to  a  decision 
on  the  suMect. 

Mr.  PITT  hoped  the  debate  would  not  be  ad- 
ioumed,  nor  the  Bill  passed.  He  happened  to 
know  something  about  the  Bill  and  about  its 
origination.  He  was  quite  prepared  to  give  the 
honorable  member  who  introduced  it  every  credit 
for  a  desire  to  benefit  the  Native  race ;  but  he 
was  quite  convinced  that,  if  the  honorable  gentle- 
man reflected,  lie  would  see  that  the  passing  of 
this  Bill  would  not  in  any  way  effect  the  im- 
provements he  desired  to  effect,  but  would,  on  the 
contrary,  have  a  prejudicial  effect  upon  Native 
interests.  The  honorable  member  for  the  Thames 
(Sir  Q.  Grey)  said  that  these  reserves  were  large 
reserves  made  by  the  Natives  themselves.  He 
did  not  think  that  was  the  case.  The  reserves  re- 
ferred to  in  this  Bill  were  chiefly  in  the  Provincial 
Districts  of  Wellington,  Taranaki,  and  Nelson — 
in  Nelson  chiefly.  They  were  the  New  Zealand 
Company's  tenths,  as  thev  were  called.  In  those 
provinces,  one  in  ten  of  all  sections  sold  was 
reserved  for  the  benefit  of  the  Natives ;  and  these 
reserves,  with  certain  others  at  Greymouth  and 
elsewhere,  which  the  Natives  had  themselves 
brought  under  the  Natife  Reserves  Act  of  1850, 
would  be  affected  by  this  Bill.  The  power  of  deal- 
ing with  the  reserves  in  the  Middle  Island  was 
delegated  by  the  Governor  to  Mr.  Alexander  Mac- 
kay,  the  Native  Commidsioner  in  Nelson,  and  in 
the  North  Island  to  Major  Heaphy.  Mr.  Mackay 
had  acted  as  Native  Commissioner  for  the  whole 
of  the  Middle  Island  for  many  years  past,  and 
was  familiar  with  the  whole  of  the  information 
connected  with  these  reserves,  which  had  been 
constantlv  in  his  hands.  They  were  held  for  the 
benefit  oi  tribes,  and  not  for  the  benefit  of  indi- 
viduals, and  very  serious  complications  would 
ensue  if  they  were  handed  over  to  the  Public 
Trustee.  He  remembered  that  early  in  the 
session  a  petition  was  presented  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  the  Southern  Maori  District, 
praying  that  the  services  of  Mr.  Mackay  as 
Commissioner  should  be  retained.  That  peti- 
tion led  him  to  inquire  why  Mr.  Mackay's 
services  were  to  be  dispensed  with,  and,  as  the 
result  of  these  inquiries,  he  found  that  this 
Bill  was  to  be  brought  in.  He  did  not  think  the 
Bill  was  the  outcome  of  a  desire  to  benefit  the 
Natives,  but  believed  it  was  introduced  simply 
for  the  purpose  of  magnifying  the  office  of  the 
Public  Trustee,  and  giving  more  work  to  his 
department.  He  defied  the  honorable  member 
to  point  out  how  the  Natives  would  be  benefited 
by  the  Bill.  Its  only  effect  would  be  to  do 
great  injustice  to  a  faithful  servant,  who,  for  a 
salary  of  £150,  had  administered  all  the  reserves 
in  the  Middle  Idand  for  many  yean  past  with 


great  satisfaction  to  the  Natives.  There  had  beeil 
no  complaint  from  them :  on  the  contrary,  they 
had  petitioned  the  House  that  his  services  should 
be  retained.  The  honorable  gentleman  could 
not  show  that  any  good  whatever  would  result 
from  the  Bill.  It  provided  that  the  Public  Trus- 
tee was  not  to  delegate  his  powers  thereunder, 
so  that  every  document  would  have  to  go  before 
him  at  Wellington,  the  consequence  of  which 
would  be,  that  great  inconvenience,  trouble,  and 
serious  difllculty  would  arise.  He  sincerely 
trusted  that  the  honorable  gentleman  would  not 
proceed  with  the  Bill ;  and  as  to  adjourning  the 
debate  in  order  to  allow  the  Maori  members  to 
to  understand  its  contents,  he  beheved  those  mem- 
bers were  already  thoroughly  alive  to  what  the 
Bill  meant,  and  he  did  not  think  they  would 
support  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON  agreed  with  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Nelson  City  (Mr.  Pitt)  that,  if  this  Bill 
became  law,  it  would  give  rise  to  great  complica- 
tions in  the  Middle  Island  which  would  be  in- 
jurious to  a  large  section  of  the  community.  The 
arrangements  made  by  Mr.  Mackay,  the  Native 
Commissioner,  who  had  had  charge  of  the  re- 
serves for  many  years,  had  given  the  greatest 
satisfaction  both  to  the  Natives  and  to  the  lessees, 
and  it  would  be  a  pity  to  disturb  the  existing  ar- 
rangements. There  were  also  engagements  en- 
tered into  by  the  Commissioner  and  certain  public 
bodies  which  ought,  upon  equitable  grounds,  to 
be  carried  out,  although  they  might  not  be  legally 
binding,  and  if  this  Bill  passed  those  claims 
might  fall  to  the  ground.  Then,  again,  the  leases 
at  Greymouth  would  shortly  expire,  and  the 
lessees  would  suffer  great  hardship  if  the  Bill 
became  law  before  the  interests  of  botli  parties 
were  properly  adjusted.  In  addition,  there  was 
this  other  consideration  to  be  home  in  mind :  that 
the  Government  were  themselves  largely  con- 
cerned in  the  matter,  as  land  would  be  required 
for  railway  and  other  public  purposes  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Greymouth,  and  it  would  be  unwise 
that  obstacles  should  be  placed  in  the  way  of  the 
acquirement  of  this  land.  The  Bill  might  he  re- 
quired in  the  North  Island  ;  but,  as  a  matter  of 
expediency,  it  would  be  better  to  allow  the  ques- 
tion to  stand  over  till  next  session.  He  was  sorry 
to  have  to  speak  against  the  Bill,  but  he  oould 
assure  the  honorable  gentleman  who  introduced 
it  that,  if  it  became  law,  it  would  create  a  very 
serious  grievance  on  the  west  coast  of  the  Middle 
Island;  and  he  therefore  lioped  to  see  it  with- 
drawn. The  whole  matter  could  be  gone  into 
during  the  recess,  and  next  session  a  comprehen- 
sive measure  might  be  introduced  which  would 
deal  equitably  with  these  reserves  and  with  all 
persons  affcf^ted. 

Mr.  MASTERS  would  be  glad  if  the  honorable 
gentleman  who  introduced  this  Bill  could  see  bis 
way  to  withdraw  it,  as  its  introduction  came  at 
a  most  inconvenient  time.  In  the  case  of  the 
Greymouth  reserves,  great  interest  and  anxiety 
were  felt  by  the  Greymouth  people  in  the  result 
of  the  Commission  appointed  in  February  last  to 
inquire  into  the  subject  of  the  Native  rights  in 
the  Middle  Island,  and  also  as  to  the  action  likely 
to  be  taken  by  the  GoTemment  in  the  matter  of 
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giving  Crown  titles  to  the  Natires.  The  speedy 
settlement  of  this  question  was  now  heing  urged 
by  the  Natives  themselveA,  and,  in  justice  to  the 
European  tenants,  he  thought  the  whole  sub- 
ject should  be  very  carefully  considered  before 
any  decided  action  was  taken.  Mr.  Alexander 
Mackay,  the  Native  Commissioner,  had  had  con- 
trol of  the  reserves  on  the  west  coast  of  the 
Middle  Island  from  the  time  tbey  were  first 
occupied  by  the  Europeans,  and  he  consequently 
understood  the  peculiarities  of  each  individual 
case,  and  was  aware  that  a  distinct  understand- 
ing existed  that  the  leases  were  to  be  renewed. 
In  Mr.  Mackay  the  tenants  had  always  considered 
they  had  a  reiponsible  officer  to  deal  with,  and 
all  the  arrangements  had  been  made  with  him 
in  good  faith,  and  in  the  full  assurance  that 
when  the  proper  time  arrived  their  just  claims 
would  be  fairly  considered.  As  no  other  person 
could  poftsibly  understand  the  matter  as  well 
as  Mr.  Mackay,  it  was  most  desirable  that 
matters  should  be  left  in  the  present  position 
until  the  disputed  points  between  the  tenants 
and  the  landholders  were  settled.  It  would  be 
very  unwise  to  have  these  matters  handed  over 
at  the  present  stage  to  the  Public  Trustee,  to  be 
dealt  with  in  a  purely  formal  and  legal  manner. 
The  whole  question  was  somewhat  complicated. 
In  some  instances  the  original  sections  hod  been 
subdivided  and  let  to  sub-tenants,  and  in  making 
the  final  arrangements  the  equitable  claims  of 
these  sub-tenants  would  have  to  be  considered. 
As  showing  that  the  tenants  had  good  grounds 
for  expecting  a  renewal  of  their  leases,  he  would 
refer  honorable  members  to  a  paper  laid  on  the 
table  at  an  early  part  of  the  session.  He  would 
only  read  one  clause,  asking  honorable  members 
to  carefully  read  the  whole  paper  for  them- 
selves : — 

*'The  contemplated  change  in  the  tenure  of 
the  reserves  on  tne  West  Coast  has  given  rise  to 
a  good  deal  of  anxiety  on  the  part  of  the  resi- 
dents at  Greymouth  as  to  the  probable  efibct  it 
may  hard  on  their  position  as  tenants ;  and  the 
general  feeling  is  that,  in  any  measure  that  may 
be  introduced  in  Parliament  to  empower  the  issue 
of  Crown  titles  to  the  Natives,  ample  provision 
should  be  made  for  the  protection  of  the  equitable 
rights  of  persons  who  have  accepted  leases  under 
the  Native  Reserves  Acts  in  the  full  confidence 
that  such  mode  of  occupancy  would  be  perpetu- 
ated." 

In  further  proof  of  this,  he  would  refer  honor- 
able members  to  an  exhaustive  report  by  Mr. 
Mackay,  which  would  be  found  in  the  Appendix 
to  the  Journals  of  1876.  After  setting  forth  cer- 
tain conditions  which  he  thought  would  bo  suit- 
able clauses  to  insert  in  the  leases  in  certain 
cases,  Mr.  Mackay  went  on  thus  : — 

"  Some  such  terms  as  the  above  might  consti- 
tute the  general  rules,  but  many  cases  would 
require  to  be  considered  separately,  and  upon 
other  grounds ;  and  it  will  be  especially  necessary, 
in  dealing  with  all  existing  arrangements,  to  take 
each  case  upon  its  own  merits,  and  treat  it  as 
fairness  and  equity  may  require.  In  the  case  of 
the  tenants  on  the  Native  reserves  in  Westland, 
but  more  especially  in  regard  to  the  tenantry  at 
Mr,  Matters 


Q-rey month,  the  above  rule  will  have  to  be  faith- 
fully observed  in  respect  of  the  implied  right  of 
renewal,  as  they  have  always  been  led  to  under- 
stand that  a  renewal  of  their  leases  would  be 
granted  them,  at  a  moderately  increased  rent,  at 
the  end  of  the  subsi!*ting  term,  depending  on  the 
amount  of  annual  rental  hitherto  paid.  On  the 
faith  of  this,  they  have  erected  substantial  build- 
ings and  improvements  to  the  value  of  orer 
£tO,000,  besides  raising  money  for  town  improre- 
ments.  This  last  expenditure,  coupled  with  the 
outlay  needed  for  other  municipal  works,  has 
necessitated  their  levying  a  tax  equal  to  10  per 
cent,  on  the  annual  value  of  their  properties." 

He  would  only  trouble  the  House  with  one 
other  quotation,  as  showing  the  position  the  tenants 
themselves  had  always  considered  they  occupied 
with  reference  to  this  estate.  It  was  contained 
in  the  paper  to  which  he  had  already  referred  as 
being  laiot  on  the  table  this  session,  and  was  taken 
fron  an  exhaustive  leading  article  by  a  local 
paper  on  the  subject.     It  was  as  follows  : — 

**  The  application  made  by  the  Natives  inter- 
ested in  the  estate,  to  have  a  Crown  title  issued 
in  their  favour,  cannot,  in  justice  to  the  lessees, 
be  given  effect  to  until  the  interests  of  the  tenants 
are  fully  protected,  as  it  would  be  a  breach  of 
faith  to  those  persons  who  have  improved  the 
property  by  their  capital  and  labour  if  they  were 
delmrred,  by  the  issue  of  a  grant  to  the  benefi- 
ciaries, from  obtaining  a  renewal  of  their  leases,  to 
which  they  are  justly  entitled,  and  on  the  faith  of 
which  they  have  expended  large  sums,  both  in  the 
erection  of  buildings  and  otherwise  improving  the 
estate.  Before  the  present  protective  works  were 
undertaken  by  the  Government  the  Town  of  Grey- 
mouth  was  subject  to  frequent  encroachments  of 
the  river,  causing  considerable  damage  to  the 
property,  and  threatening,  in  the  course  of  time, 
to  sweep  away  all  the  most  valuable  portion  of  it 
The  efforts  made  by  the  tenants  to  protect  the 
estate  from  the  river,  coupled  with  the  outlay 
needed  for  town  improvements,  have  imposed 
burdensome  and  oppressive  expenses  on  the  occu- 
pants. The  tenants  contend,  and  very  justly, 
that  the  increase  in  the  value  of  the  reserve  is 
entirely  due  to  the  energy  and  capital  of  the 
European  settlers,  and  that  consequently  it  would 
be  inequitable  to  apply  all  the  results  of  such  out- 
lay to  the  future  aggrandizement  of  the  Native 
owners.  It  is  also  urged  that,  as  the  GoTemment 
accepted  the  trusteeship  of  the  property,  and 
allowed  large  and  important  interests  to  grow  up, 
it  cannot  now  relinquish  it  without  prejudicing 
the  equitable  rights  of  persons  who  have  accepted 
leases  under  the  Native  Reserves  Act  in  the  full 
confidence  that  such  mode  of  occupancy,  and  the 
system  that  gave  rise  to  it,  would  endure." 

It  had  always  been  customary  to  refer  matters 
in  dispute  to  Mr.  Mackay  fur  settlement,  and 
numerous  deputations  had  waited  upon  him  with 
that  object.  If  a  renewal  of  a  lease  for  a  long 
term  was  asked  for,  Mr.  Mackay's  answer  was 
inTariably something  to  this  effect:  that, although 
under  "The  Native  Reserves  Act,  1856,"  he 
could  only  issue  leases  for  twenty-one  years, 
still  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Government  to 
lease  this  property  for  the  benefit  of  the  Natives 


Digitized  by  LjOO^IC 


1879.] 


Native  Reserves 


[HOUSE.] 


Veatinff  Bill 


127 


in  perpetaitj,  and  at  tbe  end  of  the  first  period 
there  iroald  be  no  difficulty  in  getting  a  renewal. 
The  management  of  the  estate  ought  to  be  left  in 
the  hands  of  an  officer  who  was  acquainted  with 
the  circumstances  of  the  case.  He  might  state 
that  the  Town  of  Grejmouth  -was  built  almost 
entirely  on  this  rcserTe.  He  hoped  he  had  said 
sufficient  to  prove  to  honorable  members  that 
this  was  a  matter  of  great  importance  to  the  in- 
habitants of  Greymoutb,  and  on  its  proper  and 
just  settlement  would  depend  the  future  welfare 
of  that  district. 

Mr.  Q-ISBORNE  approred  of  the  principles  of 
the  Bill.  With  regard  to  the  illustration  given 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Q-rey  Valley  (Mr. 
Masters),  he  might  say  that  he  (Mr.  Qisborne)  was 
lately  officially  at  Qreymouth,  when  a  deputation 
waited  upon  him  which  did  not  at  all  express  the 
satisfaction  in  the  mode  of  dealing  with  the  re- 
serve by  Mr.  Mackay  which  the  honorable  member 
appeared  to  think  existed.  The  record  of  that 
deputation  was,  he  believed,  now  in  the  Native 
Office,  and  he  would  like  to  have  tbe  debate  ad- 

Cued  in  order  that  it  might  be  produced.  He 
also  sent  a  teleeram  to  the  Premier  on  the 
•abject,  which  was  likewise  a  public  record,  and 
it  might  be  produced  as  well.  No  doubt  Mr. 
Mackay  acted  according  to  the  best  of  his  judg- 
ment ;  but  the  present  was  not  a  proper  mode  of 
dealing  with  a  large  Native  reserve,  which  com- 
prised nearly  two-thirds  of  the  Town  of  Grey- 
mouth.  What  the  deputation  wanted  was,  that 
the  reserve  should  be  dealt  with  according  to 
some  known  public  rule  on  which  they  could 
plsce  reliance.    At  present  they  had  nothing  to 

Side  them,  and  all  depended  upon  what  Mr. 
ackay  might  from  time  to  time  decide.  The 
object  of  the  present  Bill  was  that  the  reserves 
should  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Public 
Trustee,  so  that  it  might  be  dealt  with  under 
rules  of  which  the  public  had  some  knowledge, 
And  upon  which  they  could  rely  with  some 
confidence  with  regard  to  the  tenure  of  their 
leases.  He  hoped  the  other  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Grey  Valley  would  express  his  opinion 
upon  the  matter ;  but,  as  far  as  he  himself  had 
been  able  to  gather  from  the  deputation — and 
he  listened  to  it  with  great  interest,  as  it  was 
composed  of  the  most  intelligent  men  in  Grey- 
mouth — ^it  was  of  opinion  that  the  almost  omni- 
potent power  of  Mr.  Mackay  to  deal  with  tbe 
reserve  was  the  most  objectionable  feature  of 
the  amfbgement.  He  was  sure  they  would  be 
much  better  pleased  if  this  reserve  were  vested  in 
■ome  public  officer,  who  should  not  deal  with  it 
According  to  his  own  will  and  pleasure,  but  on  a 

Snblio  and  uniform  basis.  The  land  should  be 
salt  with  as  were  other  European  reserves,  and 
be  put  up  at  public  auction  at  an  upset  price,  and 
not  be  leased  by  private  contract  with  residents  in 
the  town.  There  was,  for  instance,  an  education 
wwcrve  in  the  City  of  Wellington,  now  known  as 
Fitzberbert  Terrace.  The  governors  of  the  Wel- 
Hpgton  College,  having  to  deal  with  that  re^rve, 
did  not  enter  into  private  negotiations  with  per- 
sons in  the  town,  but  put  up  the  whole  reserve  at 
pubUo  auction,  on  certain  conditions  known  to 
^vrybody,  and  thus  any  person  wishing  to  do  so 


had  a  chance  of  availing  himself  of  those  con- 
ditions. What  he  had  said  with  regard  to  the 
Grey  mouth  reserve  applied,  more  or  less,  to 
aU  others,  and  he  believed  that  what  the  honor- 
able member  for  the  Thames  wfts  doing  in  this 
Bill  would  help  to  place  them  on  a  proper  and 
satisfactory  basis  in  the  future.  Many  of  these 
reserves  were  dealt  with  in  a  most  unsatisfac- 
tory manner,  and  he  approved  of  the  principles 
of  the  Bill.  He  would,  however,  like  to  see  the 
debate  adjourned,  in  order  that  honorable  mem- 
bers might  gather  more  information  upon  the 
subject,  and  so  be  enabled  to  discuss  it  better. 

Mr.  TOMOANA  was  not  at  all  satisfied  in 
his  mind  about  this  Bill,  because  he  did  not 
thoroughly  understand  the  provisions  contained 
in  it,  and  because  no  distinction  was  made  with 
regard  to  the  different  kinds  of  Native  reserves. 
That  was  why  he  attempted  to  find  out  within 
himself  which  kind  of  Natives  reserves  this  Bill 
applied  to.  There  were  several  kinds  c^  Native 
reserves.  There  were  reserves  that  had  been  ser 
apart  for  educational  purposes.  There  were  por- 
tions of  the  confiscated  lands  that  had  been  given 
back  to  the  Maoris,  and  which  had  been  reserved. 
There  were  also  reserves  which  the  Maoris  had 
made  for  themselves  out  of  the  land  they  had  sold 
to  Europeans.  That  was  why  he  was  not  clear  as  to 
whether  this  Bill  applied  to  one  class  of  reserves  or 
another.  There  was  another  thing  he  would  like 
to  point  out :  if  a  reserve  were  held  in  trust  by 
one  chief  on  behalf  of  the  whole  tribe,  and  he 
were  to  die,  how  would  that  reserve  be  managed, 
and  any  money  accruing  therefrom?  He  be- 
lieved the  tribe  would  suffer  on  that  account. 
He  could  speak  at  great  length  upon  this  sub- 
ject, but  he  would  not  do  so  now.  He  felt  very 
anxious  in  his  mind  upon  tbe  matter,  and  there- 
fore he  would  move  that  the  Bill  be  rMtd  a  second 
time  that  day  six  months. 

Mr.  TAINUI  wished  to  say  something  on  this 
matter,  because  it  affbcted  the  Maori  people  on 
the  West  Coast ;  and  he  would  second  the  motion 
that  the  Bill  be  read  that  day  six  months.  He  did 
not  believe  that  the  Maoris  of  either  the  Middle 
Island  or  the  North  Island  would  agree  to  a 
Bill  of  that  kind.  In  the  year  1865  Mr.  Mackay 
was  connected  with  the  land  in  question.  Aftes 
he  had  carefully  looked  through  the  European 
leases  on  the  West  Coast,  he  then  went  to  the 
Maoris  and  told  them  the  proper  course  for  them 
to  follow  would  be  to  baud  over  their  reserves, 
and  place  them  under  the  Native  Beserves  Act, 
lest  the  Europeans  should  get  possession  of  them. 
The  Maoris  took  throe  days  to  consider  what  Mr. 
Mackay  told  them,  and  eventually  they  agreed  to 
it,  and  they  signed  a  document  giving  Mr.  Mackay 
power  over  these  lands.  In  1866  the  same  Com- 
missioner returned  again  to  those  parts,  and  he 
then  had  full  power  to  deal  with  these  lands. 
Nine  years  after  that,  the  Maoris  ascertained  that 
Mr.  Mackay  was  mismanaging  these  reserves,  in 
consequence  of  which  he  (Mr.  Tainui)  sent  a  peti- 
tion to  the  House  —  that  was  in  the  year  1876 
— protesting  against  Mr.  Mackay 's  action,  and 
asking  for  his  removal.  The  Government  did  nob 
attend  to  that  petition ;  therefore  he  sent  another 
I  one  during  the  following  year ;  and  upon  tbat 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


128 


Native  Metervet 


[HOUSE.] 


Vetting  Bill. 


[Not.  $ 


second  petition  the  Q-orernment  took  upon  them- 
selves tue  responsibility  of  conducting  the  affairs 
of  the  Maoris  in  connection  with  these  lands. 
When  he  came  to  understand  that  the  G-ovem- 
ment  were  going  to  act  in  that  manner,  he  applied 
immediately  for  Crown  grants  to  issue ;  and,  upon 
the  Native  Minister  consenting  to  that  proposal, 
he  came  to  Wellington,  and  he  held  a  document 
in  his  hand  which  was  instrumental  in  Mr.  Com- 
missioner Young  being  sent  to  inrestigate  into 
these  lands.  When  his  application  was  granted 
Mr.  Young  was  sent  as  Commissioner.  The 
late  Native  Minister  would  bear  him  out  in 
this :  that  the  Government  had  decided  upon 
sending  Mr.  Commissioner  Young,  and  the  (3t>- 
Temor  empowered  that  officer  to  act  —  to  go 
and  investigate  these  lands,  and  to  say  what 
provisions  should  be  made  for  the  Natives  with 
regard  to  their  reserves.  It  was  clear  that  that 
order,  which  was  issued  under  the  hand  of  the 
Governor,  did  away  with  the  Reserves  Act  of 
1856  and  subsequent  Acts.  As  soon  as  Mr. 
Young  appeared  on  the  scene  the  Maoris  at 
once  understood  that  Commissioner  Mackay  had 
no  more  power.  That  was  why  he  thought  this 
Bill  would  never  be  agreed  to  by  the  Natives. 
What  the  Natives  were  applying  for  now  in  con- 
nection vfith  their  lands  was,  that  the  Crown 
grants  might  be  issued  to  them  vesting  their 
rights  in  themselves.  If  the  members  of  the 
House  would  carefully  look  over  the  report  of 
Mr.  Commissioner  Young,  which  had  been  laid  on 
the  table,  they  would  find  that  the  Natives  had 
all  consented  to  take  the  Crown  grants.  It  be- 
came very  evident  after  all  this  was  cleared  up 
how  the  Natives  had  been  badly  treated  in  the 
Middle  Island.  The  House  should  understand 
this:  When  Mr.  Commissioner  Young's  Court 
was  held  over  there,  and  the  matter  was  in- 
vestigated into,  it  was  ascertained  that  the  Na- 
tives were  entitled  to  the  Crown  grants.  Their 
interests  were  apportioned  to  them,  and  some  got 
thirty  acres,  and  others  twenty-five  acres,  down 
to  fourteen  acres.  After  that  inquiry  had  been 
made,  or  in  consequence  of  that  inquiry  being 
made,  the  Maoris  found  out  that  fourteen  years 
of  the  leases  had  expired,  and  there  were  only 
seven  years  more  to  run.  The  Maoris  were  very 
lenient  towards  the  European  tenants  of  their 
land.  The  document  he  had  referred  to  aa  hav- 
ing oome  from  himself  alluded  in  the  10th  clause 
to  former  leases,  and  stated  that  those  leases 
had  nearly  run  out  their  term,  there  only  being 
seten  years  remaining.  The  Maoris  were  in 
favour  of  having  Crown  grants  issued  to  them. 
They  would  also  consider  the  question  of  prolong- 
ing the  leases,  and  after  the  twenty-one  years  lease 
bad  expired  they  would  consent  to  renew  it  for 
twenty-one  or  forty  years  more.  The  Maori  would 
go  to  the  European  tenant  and  carefully  talk  the 
matter  over  with  him  about  renewing  for  what- 
ever period  was  required,  and  as  to  terms.  The 
Maori  and  the  European  could  manage  between 
themselves  as  to  the  number  of  years  over  which 
the  lease  should  extend  —  whether  twenty-one 
years  or  forty  years.  Should  it  be  decided  that 
the  lease  was  to  be  for  forty  years,  of  course  it 
would  be  at  an  increased  rent.  He  mast  say  that 
Mr,  TaUiui 


the  European  tenants  in  the  locality  in  question 
had  some  grounds  for  anxiety;  but  still  they 
were  more  anxious,  he  thought,  to  obtain  the  lands 
for  tiiemselres.  He  might  also  inform  the  House 
that  at  oue  time  a  Commissioner  went  there  and 
endeavoured  to  induce  him  to  part  with  the  land, 
but  he  would  not  agree.  The  papers  relating  to 
the  previous  transactions  in  connection  with  these 
lands  might  be  seen  in  the  GoTemment  offices. 
The  Europeans  had  endeavoured,  by  all  sorts  of 
means,  to  possess  themselves  of  these  lands  ;  bat 
they  had  never  been  able  to  do  so  yet :  at  least, 
they  wanted  to  get  the  greater  portion  of  it.  With 
regard  to  this  Bill,  he  was  of  opinion  that  as  it 
was  against  the  Maoris  they  would  receive  it 
very  unfavourably.  The  owners  of  the  reserves 
were  quite  satisfied  to  have  the  Europeans  living 
there  as  their  tenants,  because  they  derived  very 
much  benefit  from  them  in  the  shape  of  rent. 
The  County  Council  there  got  more  from  the 
Maoris  than  from  any  other  people.  The  Maoris 
also  paid  those  Europeans  who  were  employed 
to  protect  property  against  disasters  arising  from 
fire.  The  Maoris  also  paid  several  other  rates 
that  were  demanded  from  them,  and  they  had 
contributed  about  £30,000  towards  the  river 
improvements.  That  was  why  he  said,  "Don't 
let  them  have  this  Bill.''  With  regard  to  the 
Europeans  living  on  the  land  at  Arahura,  the 
Maoris  would  treat  them  fairly  when  they  got  a 
Crown  grant.  He  believed  he  could  induce  the 
Natives  there,  the  owners  of  the  land,  to  adopt 
some  means  by  which  they  would  be  on  good 
terms  with  the  Europeans,  and  treat  each  other 
well.  The  Europeans  were  perfectly  well  aware 
that  there  were  some  Maoris  there  who  were 
good-natured.  Those  who  displayed  more  in- 
terest in  these  reserves  than  any  one  else  were 
Europeans  who  had  sub-leased  sections  seven 
times.  There  was  an  honorable  member  of  the 
House  who  would  bear  him  out  in  that  state- 
ment. There  was  a  lease  granted  to  a  certain 
Mr.  Smith,  and  it  appeared  that  that  gentleman 
had  paid  to  the  Commissioner  £5,  and  the  total 
amount  he  made  out  of  the  section  was  £85.  He 
knew,  also,  an  individual  in  those  parts  who  con- 
ducted afl&irs  with  regard  to  the  Maoris :  he 
paid  the  Maoris  £6  for  three  sections,  and  he 
got  £56  out  of  the  transaction.  The  documents 
would  show  that.  Several  times  in  the  course  of 
the  session  he  had  made  application  to  have  this 
Bill  brought  down,  so  that  he  might  seQ  what  it 
was  like.  It  was  a  very  injurious  measure  indeed 
to  the  Maoris.  About  four  or  five  years  hence 
the  Maoris  would  be  able  to  find  a  proper  person 
to  look  after  their  lands.  They  were  looking 
about  now,  and  were  endeavouring  to  find  among 
themselves  a  fit  and  proper  person  to  take  chai^ge 
of  those  reserves.  They  did  not  wish  to  have  the 
management  of  these  reserves  handed  over  to  the 
Public  Trustee  or  the  Commissioner,  or  any  one 
else.  The  Maoris  knew  well  that  all  responsi- 
bilities connected  with  their  land  would  have  to 
be  borne  by  themselves.  That  is  why  he  said  the 
Bill  should  be  withdrawn.  Even  with  regard  to 
those  lands  whose  owners  die  intestate,  the  Maoris 
would  never  care  to  have  them  handed  over. 
Debate  adjourned. 
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AFCKLAND  COLLEOE  AND  GRAMMAR 
SCHOOL  BILL. 
Mr.  READER  WOOD,  in  moring  the  second 
reading  of  this  BUI,  said  it  was  intended  to  declare 
and  explain  the  trusts  of  the  Auckland  College 
and  Grammar  School  endowments,  and  for  other 
purposes.  The  necessity  for  it  had  arisen  in  this 
way :  Many  years  ago,  when  the  present  honor- 
able member  for  the  Thames  (Sir  G.  Grey)  was 
Gt)Temor  of  New  Zealand,  he  set  apart  a  quantity 
of  land  in  Auckland  for  the  purpose  of  endowing 
a  college  and  grammar  school.  That  land  had 
become  of  considerable  Talue,  and  now  afforded  a 
revenue  closely  approaching  £2,000  per  annum. 
These  funds  were  administered  by  a  Board  of 
Qt)Ternors  under  an  Act  passed  by  the  House  of 
BepresentatiTes  in  1877,  who  were  appointed  in 
this  way:  Three  were  appointed  by  the  Education 
Board,  three  by  the  Auckland  members  of  the 
General  Assembly,  and  one — the  Mayor  of  Auck- 
land— was  a  member  ex  officio.  But  it  had  been 
found  that  these  gentlemen  had  not  been  able  to 
come  to  any  understanding  as  to  what  was  the 
meaning  of  the  words  ''college  and  grammar 
school.  The  three  governors  appointed  by  the 
members  from  Auckland  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
eent«tives  took  one  view  of  the  matter,  and  the 
three  governors  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation took  another  view  of  the  matter,  while  the 
Mayor  agreed  with  the  section  appointed  by  the 
Board  of  Education,  and  these  four  gentlemen 
used  this  trust  simply  to  make  the  school  an  ordi- 
nary common  school — in  fact,  they  made  it  little 
better  than  a  commercial  academy — whilst  the 
other  side,  amongst  whom  were  Mr.  Speaker,  Mr. 
Heale,  and  Mr.  Fenton,  took  a  very  much  higher 
view,  and  desired  that  there  should  be  a  cofiege 
and  grammar  school  at  which  the  higher  branches 
of  education  should  be  taught,  and  that  the 
school  should  not  be  reduced  to  the  position  of 
a  mere  commercial  academy.  Whatever  might 
be  the  opinion  of  this  House  on  the  subject,  it 
appeared  to  him  desirable  that  this  trust  should, 
therefore,  be  more  distinctly  declared.  If  it 
was  the  opinion  of  the  House  that  the  higlier 
branches  of  education  should  not  be  taught  in 
this  school,  and  that  the  funds  should  be  made 
an  addendum  to  the  funds  for  furthering  com- 
mon educational  purposes,  so  let  it  be  declared, 
and  let  the  governors  understand  precisely  what 
they  were  about.  There  was  one  other  point  to 
which  he  wished  to  refer.  An  alteration  was  pro- 
posed in  the  manner  of  the  election  of  the  Board 
of  Governors.   It  was  provided  in  clause  3  that, — 

"  Instead  of  three  persons  to  be  elected  to  the 
Board  by  the  members  of  the  General  Assembly 
as  provided  by  the  said  Act,  there  shall  hence- 
forth be  six  persons  to  be  so  elected,  two  of 
whom  shall  retire  annually,  and  two  be  annually 
elected." 

That  was  to  say,  that  the  whole  Board  should 
be  elected  by  one  body  and  not  by  two  bodies. 
The  principle  of  the  Bill  was  simply  this :  that 
this  trust  should  be  declared.  As  to  the  manner, 
that  was  a  mere  matter  of  detail  which  could 
be  settled  in  Committee,  but  it  did  appear  to 
him  that  a  declaration  of  this  kind  should  be 
made.     He   had   no   personal    interest  in  the 
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matter.  Mr.  Fenton  had  asked  him  to  intro- 
duce it.  A  Bill  was  introduced  last  session, 
but  that  session  was  so  short  and  terminated  so 
abruptly  that  no  steps  were  taken  in  regard 
to  it. 

Mr.  MOSS  was  exceedingly  sorry  to  have  to 
oppose  this  Bill,  but  a  petition  had  been  sent  to 
him  from  the  governors. 

Mr.  TOLE. — What  names  were  attached  to 
that? 

Mr.  MOSS. — Tlie  names  were  J.  Logan  Camp- 
bell, T.  M.  Haultaui,  T.  Peacock,  and  J.  McO. 
Clark.  The  first  ground  of  objection  to  be  taken 
to  this  Bill  was,  that  the  House  had  before  it  no 
information  whatever  as  to  what  were  the  trusts 
declared  when  the  land  was  originally  granted, 
and  he  thought  the  House  ought  to  know  that. 
The  House  ought  to  know  what  this  trust  was, 
before  it  interfered.  The  Bill  was  most  objec- 
tionable in  its  main  features.  The  honorable 
member  for  Waitemata  said  the  object  of  the  Bill 
was  to  enable  the  eovernors  to  have  the  higher 
branches  of  education  taught,  instead  of  allow- 
ing the  institution  to  become  a  mere  commercial 
academy.  But  the  Bill  did  not  profess  to  do 
that  in  the  slightest  degree.  Everything  men- 
tioned in  the  Bill  was  already  taught  in  the 
school,  and  the  only  originality  in  it  was,  that  it 
altered  enturely  the  character  of  the  trust  by 
creating  foundation  scholars.  All  should  pay  or 
not  pay  alike,  and  there  should  be  perfect  equality. 
The  Bill  would  have  the  effect  of  giving  to  the 
governors  of  the  grammar  school  the  whole  of 
the  patronage  connected  with  those  foundation 
scholars:  thus  a  most  obnoxious  and  pernicious 
system  would  be  created,  which  in  the  Old  Coun- 
try had  led  to  the  grossest  corruption,  but  which, 
fortunately,  had  as  yet  no  place  in  New  Zealand. 
As  the  honorable  member  had  said,  this  College 
was  at  the  present  time  connect^ed  with  the 
common-school  system  of  the  province,  and  a 
certain  number  of  boys  were  annually  sent  there 
from  the  common  schools.  There  was  an  exami- 
nation every  year,  held  by  the  officers  of  the 
Board  of  Education,  and  the  boys  who  were  most 
successful  in  passing  that  examination  received 
free  instruction  at  this  College.  But  the  House 
was  asked  to  take  away  that  prize  from  the  boys 
attending  the  common  schools  by  entirely  dis- 
severing the  institution  from  the  common  schools 
of  the  province,  and,  in  place  of  those  prizes,  to  set 
up  a  system  of  foundation  scholars.  It  was  idle 
to  say  that  the  number  of  foundation  scholars 
would  be  increased.  It  would  be  found  that,  as 
the  endowments  of  the  school  became  more  valu- 
able, salaries  and  expenses  would  be  increased : 
but  to  say  that  the  number  of  foundation  scholars 
would  be  increased  was  to  say  that  would  happen 
which  was  contrary  to  all  experience.  No  cause 
had  been  shown  for  the  intervention  of  the  House 
on  this  occasion.  He  had  his  own  views  as  to 
what  the  school  ought  to  be.  He  would  be  glad 
to  see  all  the  lower  forms  abolished  as  soon  as  it 
it  could  be  safely  done,  and  the  energies  of  the  in- 
stitution confined  entirely  to  giving  higher  educa- 
tion, and  if  possible  without  cost,  to  the  best  boys 
both  from  the  common  schools  aud  from  private 
schools;   but   the  school  would  not  take  that 
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position  under  ibis  Bill.  If  the  House  consented 
to  this  Bill,  some  ground  should  be  given  for  it 
which  had  not  been  given  up  to  the  present  time. 
It  had  not  been  shown  that  the  change  proposed 
would  be  for  the  public  benefit.  He  did  not  hold 
the  honorable  member  for  Waitemata  responsible 
for  the  Bill.  It  had  been  simply  put  into  his 
hand  by  two  or  three  of  the  governors,  who 
wished  to  carry  out  their  own  views;  but  he 
hoped  the  honorable  member  would  see  the  im- 
propriety of  the  measure  and  withdraw  it.  If 
not,  he  (Mr.  Mos9)  would  offer  all  the  opposition 
he  possibly  could. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  said  there  was  a  large  principle 
involyed  which  ought  to  settle  the  question  whe- 
ther the  Bill  should  pass  or  not.     It  was  simply 
this  :  Whether  the  Auckland  College  and  Gram- 
mar School  was  to  become  a  common  school  in  the 
fullest  sense  of  the  term,  or  a  common  school  of 
an  exclusive  character.    That  was  the  principle  in- 
Tolved  in  the  Bill.    As  things  now  stood,  any  per- 
son who  was  able  to  pay  £8  a  year  could  send  his 
boy  there  to  be  taught  the  rudiments  of  educa- 
tion side  by  side  with  the  other  scholars.    That 
was  the  objectionable  feature  of  the  whole  thing. 
If  the  common  schools  were  to  be  a  success,  that 
could  only  be  done  b^  making  them  solely  to  do 
the  work  they  were  intended  to  do ;   and  when 
the  pupils  got  to  a  certain  standard  they  should 
then  be  drafted  into  the  higher  schooL    But 
to  allow  this  school  to  become  a  select  school, 
giving  primary  education  open  only  to  the  child- 
ren of  persons  who  could  pay  £8  a  year,  would 
be  to  act  upon  a  wrong  principle.    From  what 
he  could  gather  as  to  what  was  originally  in- 
tended, this  was  not  to  be  a  school  in  which 
fees  were  to  be  charged  at  all.    It  was  intended 
to  be  a  free  school  for  children  who  had  reached 
a  certain  standard.    He  agreed  with  the  views  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Farnell,  and,  if  he 
would  bring  in  a  BiU  which  would  accomplish 
his  object,  he  (Mr.  Speight)  would  support  it. 
But  by  opposing  this  Bill  the  honorable  gentle- 
man was  really  opposing  the  thing  he  wished  to 
see  established.    The  objections  he  made  to  the 
foundation  of  scholarships  might  apply  in  the 
ease  of  England,  where  some  pecuhar  practices 
existed ;   but  anybody  who  knew  anything  about 
scholarships  in  this  country  knew  that  those  ob- 
jectionable   features    did   not  exist  here.     The 
scholarships  •  were    not    made    the    subjects   of 
patronage  to  be  conferred  by  "  My  Lord  This"  or 
by  "My  Lord  That,"  and  influential  clergymen, 
who  had  this  species  of  patronage  in  their  own 
hands.    Here  the  scholarships  had  to  be  earned 
by  merit,  and  the  boys  who  got  them  had  to 
prove  thq^  they  deserved  them.     He  approved  of 
the  object  of  the  Bill.    The  only  objection  he 
had  to  it  was,  that  it  did  not  go  to  the  extent  to 
which  the  honorable  member  for  Pamell  thought 
it  ought  to  go.    Some  gentlemen  would  like  to 
kill  the  Bill  in  order  to  carry  out  their  own  views, 
and  make  the  school  a  select  one  for  the  benefit 
of  a  few  people.    The  names  quoted  in  opposition 
to  it  were  sufficient  to  prove  that  the  objects 
held  in  view  in  the  original  trust  had  not  been 
carried  out.    He  hoped  the  BiU  would  be  passed, 
and,  if  it  were  found  that  it  did  not  go  sufficiently 
Mr,  Mo$9 


far,  it  could  come  up  for  amendment  in  a  future 
session. 

Mr.  TOLE  hoped  the  BiU  would  pass  the  second 
reading,  if  only  to  affirm  the  principle  that  an  in- 
stitution of  this  character,  founded  on  trust  ai 
a  free  college,  should  hare  that  principle  firmly 
established.    The   charge   of   £8  per  head  per 
annum  made  for  fees  to  gentlemen  sending  their 
sons  to  this  institution  was  a  mere  nothing  com- 
pared to  their  means.    Whether  the  Board  of 
Gbremors  had  a  right  to  charge  that  or  not  vis 
another  question.    Looking  at  what  had  been 
done  by  this  very  Board  which  the  honorable 
member  for  Pamell  appeared  for,  it  showed  great 
injustice.     He  might  say  that  some  erening  classes 
were  requested  to  be  established  by  the  working 
young  men  of  Auckland,  and,  after  a  good  deal  of 
agitation  and  exhortation,  the  Board  of  GK>venM>r8 
agreed  to  giye  evening  classes.    But  what  did  thej 
charge  ? — £15  or  £20  per  annum  to  the  strugghoe 
young  men ;  whilst  they  themselves  had  enactea 
by  regulations  that  they  should  only  charge  £8 
for  their  own  sons.    That  was  a  monstrous  in- 
justice.   The  institution  should  not  be  allowed  to 
continue  under  such  an  existing  regime ^  and,  if 
only  to  affirm  that  principle,  the  House  should  pass 
the  BUI,  in  order  to  stamp  out  such  a  monopolj. 
If  those  gentlemen  desirea  a  common-school  edu- 
cation given,  it  should  be  given  in  the  common 
school,  and  not  at  the  Grammar  School,  thus 
having  it  exclusiyely  for  their  own  famUies.    He 
hoped  the  Bill  would  be  read  a  second  time,  and 
in  Committee  all  the  objections  urged  by  his  honor- 
able friend  the  member  for  PameU  could  be  dis- 
cussed.   As  the  honorable  member  for  Auckland 
City  East  had  said,  the  names  quoted  by  the 
honorable  member  for  PameU  were  sufficient  to 
show  that  they  should  have  no  weight  with  tbe 
House  at  aU.    The  Board  itself  was  equaUy  di- 
yided  on  this  question.    There  were  three  on  one 
side  and  three  on  the  other,  and  the  balance  of 
the  yoting  power  was  controlled  by  the  Mayor  of 
Auckland,  who  might  be  in  office  this  year  and 
out  the  next ;  but  aU  the  members  of  the  Board 
of  Governors  who  were  best  able  to  deal  with  tbe 
question  of  higher  education,  and  who  could  best 
judge  of  the  functions  of  the  institution,  desired 
the  BUI. 

Mr.  W.  J.  HUBST  could  not  aUow  the  obse^ 
yations  of  the  honorable  member  for  Eden  to 
pass  without  notice.  He  thought  it  was  hardlj 
fair  that  the  honorable  gentleman  should  throw 
out  insinuations  against  gentlemen  who  were  dis- 
charging a  very  important  trust  with  great  advan- 
tage to  the  community.  If  the  honorable  gentle- 
man had  confined  himself  to  the  real  question  at 
issue,  he  (Mr.  W.  J.  Hurst)  would  not  have  ob- 
jected to  his  remarks,  because  a  difference  ujpon 
that  point  was  simply  a  matter  of  opinion,  fbe 
honorable  gentlemen  who  opposed  this  BiU  said, 
first  of  all,  that  it  had  never  been  submitted  to 
them  for  their  consideration.  Then  it  was  said 
that  the  school  was  conducted  by  the  members  of 
the  Buard  for  the  benefit  of  their  own  famiUes. 
He  was  sure  that  not  one  of  those  gentlemen  had 
either  a  son  or  a  connection  in  that  institution. 
He  was  quite  satisfied  that  Dr.  Campbell  had  no 
son  there.    Neither  had  Colonel  Hauitain ;  axid  • 
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more  ardent  and  intelligent  adrocate  of  the  cause 
of  education  bo  did  not  know  in  the  Citj  of  Auck- 
land. He  therefore  thought  such  aspersions 
upon  persons  who  had  conscientiouslj  discharged 
a  public  duty  were  undeserred.  The  time  might 
come  when  the  trust  would  bare  to  be  altered ; 
but  he  certainly  saw  no  necessity  for  altering  it 
at  present.  Then,  again,  it  was  incorrect  to  saj 
that  this  was  not  a  free  school.  He  knew  many 
lads  who  came  oyer  from  the  North  Shore  to  re* 
ceiye  instruction  at  this  school,  and  be  was  per- 
sonally aware  that  the  institution  was  doing  a 
great  deal  of  good  in  Auckland.  It  was  affiliated 
with  the  New  Zealand  University,  and  hod  sent 
to  that  body  pupils  who  had  acquitted  them- 
■elTes  very  creditably.  The  honorable  member 
for  Eden  alto  cast  an  undeserved  reflection  upon 
the  Mayor  of  Auckland,  whom  he  spoke  of  as  a 
person  who  came  in  one  year  and  went  out  the 
next.  Now,  he  thought  that  gentleman  occupied 
a  position  which  should  not  be  despised.  His 
was  an  opinion  which  was  of  some  value.  He 
trusted  there  would  be  no  great  ha«te  in  passing 
the  Bill.  He  could  not  see  that  it  would  very 
materially  advance  the  cause  of  education.  He 
would  like  to  hear  the  views  of  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames  (Sir  G-.  Grey)  on  this 
subject,  as  they  would  greatly  influence  his 
opinion. 

Mr.  S  WANSON  said  the  question  wa?,  whether 
this  school  was  to  be  a  select  common  school  or 
not.  That  was  the  whole  thing  put  in  a  nutshell. 
He  believed  the  honorable  member  for  Pamell 
waa  entirely  at  one  with  the  great  majority  of  the 
Auckland  members  that  it  ought  not  to  be.  His 
whole  grievance  was  about  the  scholarships ;  but 
could  not  that  be  remedied  in  Committee  ?  He 
(Mr.  Swanson)  knew  that  these  scholarships  had 
given  entire  satisfaction,  and  were  a  great  stimu- 
lus to  the  cause  of  education  in  the  province. 
Every  one  of  the  bojs  that  went  in  struggled  to 
succeed ;  and  even  if  he  failed  he  was  a  great  deal 
better  than  if  he  had  never  tried.  They  ought 
to  settle  this  difficulty  at  once,  and  decide  that 
there  should  be  scholarships  as  at  present.  But 
it  was  a  most  extraordinary  thing  that,  when 
there  were  three  men  on  one  side  and  three  on 
the  other,  some  small  consideration — the  com- 
plexion of  the  Mayor,  or  his  religion,  for  he  had 
even  heard  that  remarked  upon — should  give  a 
bias  to  the  whole  College.  There  was  one  other 
matter  :  that  was  with  regard  to  members  of  the 
House  being  elected  to  the  Board.  He  thought 
it  was  a  mistake  that  the  members  of  the  Board 
had  not  been  chosen  differently.  What  happened  ? 
There  was  Mr.  O'Eorke,  who  was  dotrn  in  Wel- 
lington for  three  or  four  months  of  the  year, 
and  who,  in  his  present  capacity,  was  likely 
to  be  here  longer.  There  was  Mr.  Fenton, 
Judge  of  the  Native  Land  Court,  very  often 
away  and  not  to  be  got  at ;  and  there  was  Mr. 
Heale,  who  was  frequently  away.  The  conse- 
quence was,  that  the  remaining  gentlemen  had 
the  whole  management  of  the  concern  in  their 
own  hands.  If  it  was  to  be  a  common  school,  let 
it  be  settled  so.  His  own  impression  was,  that 
that  would  be  a  great  mistake.  It  would  be  a  very 
(ood  thing  if  many  of  these  youths  were  sent  to 


common  schools.  Their  fathers  were  generally 
in  good  positions  in  life,  and  they  would  then 
pay  more  attention  to  the  common  schools,  and 
would  see  that  proper  teachers  were  provided  for 
them.  Their  fathers  might  then  get  elected  upon 
the  School  Couimittees,  and  they  would  be  better 
judges  of  what  was  required  than  some  of  the 
present  members  of  those  Committees,  being  gene- 
rally better  educated.  He  contended  that  aU  the 
difficulty  about  the  word  "  foundations  "  could  be 
settled  at  once  if  it  was  understood  that  it  meant 
scholarships  such  as  were  now  established.  As 
many  of  those  scholarships  should  be  created  as 
the  funds  would  allow,  because  there  could  be  no 
better  stimulus  given  to  the  boys  than  to  offer 
them  such  prizes  to  strive  for.  He  hoped  the 
Bill  would  pass  as  soon  as  possible ;  and,  what- 
ever form  it  took,  let  it  be  defined. 

Mr.  EOLLESTON  thought  it  would  be  ex- 
ceedingly desirable  that  a  question  such  as  that 
raised  by  the  Bill  should  be  determined  in  regard 
to  this  and  other  schools  of  the  same  character. 
The  relation  which  such  schools  should  bear  to 
primary  schools  had  been  very  distinctly  laid 
down  by  the  School  Commissioners  at  Home,  and 
it  had  been  determined  that  the  two  should  not 
run  into  one  another.  It  was  wrong  to  imagine 
that  the  primary  school  led  up  to  the  secondary 
school.  The  teaching  in  the  latter  was  mainly 
different  from  that  in  the  primary  school.  The 
boys  who  were  in  the  sixth  form  in  a  primary 
school  were  of  an  age  at  which,  if  they  were  to  go  to 
a  secondary  school,  they  ought  to  have  been  learn- 
ing a  different  class  of  subjects  for  at  least  two 
years  in  the  primary  school.  What  really  guided 
the  teaching  in  a  secondary  school  was  the  num- 
ber of  years  that  pupils  were  intended  to  stay 
and  pursue  their  course  of  learning.  It  was  idle 
for  those  children  who  were  not  going  to  pursue 
their  school  -  learning  beyond  a  certain  time  to 
be  wasting  their  time  upon  a  smattering  of  the 
higher  classes  of  subjects  taught  in  secondary 
schoob.  It  was  therefore  a  great  mistake  to 
mix  up  the  two  classes  of  schools.  He  thought 
the  purpose  of  this  Bill  was  to  define  this  school 
as  being  a  higher  school  —  that  was  to  say,  a 
school  for  the  education  of  those  children  who 
were  going  to  pursue  their  education  beyond  the 
time  given  to  it  by  those  who  went  to  primary 
schools.  There  was  nothing  more  important  for 
the  country  than  to  have  the  grades  of  education 
clearly  marked.  It  was  easy  to  understand  why 
parents  liked  to  send  their  children  to  a  higher 
school  for  the  name  of  the  thing,  although  they 
did  not  intend  to  keep  them  there  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  education  that  tl>e  higher  forms 
would  afford ;  but  the  effect  of  their  doing  so 
marred  the  efficiency  of  the  school.  As  far  as  he 
could  see,  the  tendency  of  the  Bill  was  good,  and 
it  might  be  allowed  to  go  to  a  second  reading. 
He  would  hare  liked  to  have  had  the  report  of 
the  Secondary  Schools  Commission  upon  the 
whole  of  this  question,  before  the  House  dealt 
with  any  individual  case.  However,  he  knew 
this  was  a  vexed  question,  and  for  his  own  part 
he  thought  it  would  be  right  to  give  his  vote 
for  the  purpose  of  determining  the  question  with 
regard  to  this  school  at  onoe. 
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Mr.  BE  ADER  WOOD  said  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Parnell,  who  wbb  the  onlj  member  who 
had  opposed  the  Bill,  had  really  prored  bis  (Mr. 
Wood's)  case,  because  the  honorable  gentleman 
had  shown  distinctly  the  division  that  existed 
amongst  the  Board  of  Governors — that  there  were 
actually  two  opposing  parties  in  that  Board  ;  and 
therefore  it  was  absolutely  necessary,  if  the  school 
was  to  be  properly  managed,  that  the  House 
should  step  in  and  say  what  they  were  really  to 
do.  The  honorable  member  said  that  the  gentle- 
men who  petitioned  the  House  on  the  subject 
knew  nothing  whatever  of  tliis  Bill.  If  so,  it 
was  certainly  their  fault,  and  that  of  nobody  else, 
for  the  Bill  was  before  the  House  last  session  in 
its  present  form,  and  had  been  again  before  the 
House  this  session  for  more  than  a  month,  and 
he  had  no  doubt  the  honorable  member  for  Par- 
nell had  sent  them  a  copy.  Besides  that,  the 
Bill  was,  he  believed,  drawn  by  Mr.  Fenton,  who 
was  one  of  their  number,  and  it  was  al^o 
concurred  in  by  Mr.  Heale.  Therefore  the  Bill 
had  not  been  surreptitiously  introduced,  nor  had 
any  attempt  been  made  to  pass  it  without  aflbrd- 
ing  everybody  an  opportunity  to  learn  all  he 
chose  about  it.  Those  gentlemen  must  have 
known  something  about  it,  or,  if  they  had  peti- 
tioned without  knowing  anything  about  it,  the 
petition  was  certainly  not  worth  much.  In  mov- 
ing the  second  reading,  he  purposely  kept  dear  of 
details,  because  he  knew  there  would  be  consider- 
able difference  of  opinion  in  regard  to  them  ;  yet 
the  honorable  member  for  Parnell  got  hold  of  the 
word  "foundation,"  and  tried  to  set  the  minds 
of  honorable  members  against  the  Bill  because  it 
contained  that  word.  It  was  true  that  the  word 
was  there,  but  it  had  no  parallelism  whatever 
with  what  was  understood  by  the  word  **  founda- 
tion" in  the  schools  of  England,  where  foundation 
scholars  were  nominated  by  Mayors,  Corporations, 
and  other  persons,  and  there  was  consequently 
an  amount  of  jobbery.  To  show  how  entirely  dif- 
ferent from  the  true  interpretation  of  the  word 
was  that  put  upon  it  by  tlie  honorable  member 
for  Parnell,  he  would  read  the  clause  of  the  Bill 
relating  to  these  foundations : — 

'*  The  appointment  of  foundation  scholars  shall 
be  determined  by  successive  competitive  exami- 
nations, to  be  held  for  that  purpose  at  various 
centres  in  the  Provincial  District  of  Auckland, 
the  nature  and  scope  of  such  examinations  to  be 
prescribed  by  the  Board  of  Governors." 

That  showed  that  nothing  could  be  fairer  or 
plainer  than  the  meaning  of  the  word  as  it  ap- 
peared in  the  Bill.  However,  as  the  honorable 
member  for  Newton  said,  the  word  "  scholarship  " 
would  have  been  better,  and  then  it  would  have 
been  impossible  to  have  had  any  play  upon  it. 
He  was  glad  to  see  that  the  good  sense  of  the 
House  would  lead  it  to  agree  to  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  Bill,  and  therefore  he  would  say  no 
more. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

CHRISTCHURCH  DRILLSHED  BILL. 
The  House  went  into  Committee  on  this  Bill. 
Mr.  HALL  moved,  That  the  Chairman  report 
progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again. 
Mr.  Molletton 


Question  put,  ''That  I  report  progress,  and  ask 
leave  to  sit  again ;"  upon  which  a  division  was 
called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         11 

Noes  18 


Majority  against . 


Ayes. 


Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Major  Harris, 
Mr.  Ireland, 
Mr.  Lundon, 
Mr.  McLean, 


Mr.  Pitt, 
Mr.  RoUeston, 
Mr.  Wright. 

Tellers. 
Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher, 
Mr.  HaU. 


Noes. 


Mr.  Shanks, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Tawhai, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Colonel  Trimble, 
Mr.  TurnbulL 

Tellert, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Stevens. 

The  motion  was  consequently  negatired. 

Bill  reported  with  amendments. 

The  House  adjourned  at  one  o'clock  a.m. 


Mr.  Bain, 
Mr.  Barron, 
Mr.  George, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Qisborne, 
Mr.  H.  Hirst, 
Mr.  W.  J.  Hurst, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  O'Rorke, 
Mr.  Saunders, 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Thursday,  6th  November,  1879. 


First  Beadings  — Third  Readinf;— CoD8oUdat«d    Fund- 
Lunatic  Asyiumi. 

The  Hon.  the  Sfeakeb  took  the  chair  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 

Pbayebs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 

Oamaru  Harbour  Board  Bill,  Ashburton  County 
Council  Waterworks  Bill,  Lyttelton  Harbour 
Board  Bill,  Lawrence  Athenaeum  and  Mining 
Institute  Bill,  University  of  Otago  Bill. 

THIRD  READING. 

Intercolonial  Probate  Bill. 

CONSOLIDATED  FUND. 
The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  asked  the 
Hon.  the  Attorney- General,  Whether  he  is  aware 
of  the  reason  why  the  detailed  account  of  the 
expenditure  of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  whicb, 
up  to  the  year  1877,  was  always  published  in  the 
finance  accounts  presented  to  both  Houses,  is 
now  reduced  to  only  a  summary,  giving  totals 
under  each  class ;  and  whether  the  Government 
will  cause  the  same  detailed  accounts  as  for- 
merly to  be  prepared  and  laid  before  Parlia- 
ment ?  He  had  no  doubt  the  honorable  gentle- 
man was  aware  that  the  disbursements  of  the 
Consolidated  Fund  were  always  stated  in  detail 
in  the  public  accounts  laid  before  Parliament 
until  tho  session  of  1878.    Since  then  it  had  not 
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been  done,  and  therefore  it  was  impoesible  to 
trace  details  which  it  was  often  necessary  for 
members  to  know. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  said  an  alteration 
was  made  in  the  preparation  of  the  accounts  in 
this  respect  because  it  was  found  impossible,  if 
details  were  to  be  given,  that  the  returns  could  be 
presented  to  Parliament  during  the  session  im- 
mediately succeeding  the  period  to  which  they 
related.  It  had  been  considered  that  it  would  be 
better  to  condense  the  accounts  sufficiently  to 
allow  of  their  being  presented  to  the  Parliament 
at  an  torly  date.  That  was  the  impression  of 
the  Treasurer;  but  it  would  be  for  honorable 
gentlemen  to  say  whether  they  would  prefer  to 
hare  the  accounts  in  a  condensed  form,  and  have 
them  at  once,  or  wait  for  the  details,  which  could 
not  be  presented  for  a  considerable  length  of 
time. 

LUNATIC  ASYLUMS. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  wished  to  be 
allowed  to  make  one  or  two  remarks  about  a 
matter  somewhat  personal  to  himself.  During 
the  debate  which  took  place  a  few  days  ago  a 
point  had  arisen  as  to  whether  or  not  certain 
necessary  arrangements  had  been  made  for  the 
comfort  of  lunatics  in  one  of  the  asylums  — 
whether,  in  fact,  they  had  been  provided  with 
blankets  and  warm  clothing.  He  said,  at  the 
time  that  this  question  was  raised,  that  tl>e 
passage  referred  to  occurred  in  a  purely  depart- 
mental report,  and  that  the  wants  mentioned 
must  hare  been  supplied ;  but  he  was  not  then 
aware  of  the  particulars  of  the  matter.  He  had 
since  seen  the  Inspector  of  Lunatic  Asjlums,  and 
had  learned  that  reference  was  made  in  the  report 
to  the  subject  owing  to  a  difference  of  opinion 
between  Dr.  Skae  and  the  local  officer,  and  that 
Dr.  Skae  had  at  once  ordered  150  new  suits  to  be 
served  out  before  he  left  the  place.  Therefore 
he  was  glad  to  be  able  to  inform  the  Council  that 
there  had  been  no  discomfort  experienced  by  the 
lunaticS)  or,  at  any  rate,  except  only  for  a  very 
short  period  ;  and  that  any  discomfort  which  had 
been  experienced  was  the  result,  not  of  cruelty, 
but  of  a  difference  of  opinion  between  two  ex- 
perts, the  expert  in  higher  authority  overruling 
the  authority  ofi  the  lesser.  There  had  been  no 
single  instance  of  Dr.  Skae  being  refused  any 
assistance  in  carrying  out  his  duties,  and  no 
such  discomfort  as  had  been  referred  to  had  been 
experienced  for  any  length  of  time. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASER  said  that  if  the 
honorable  gentleman  had  appointed  a  medical 
superintendent  over  these  lunatics  they  would 
not  have  been  left  one  day  without  warm  cloth- 
ing. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  said  the 
honorable  gentleman  was  incorrect  as  to  the 
facts,  even  in  his  own  part  of  the  country.  Dr. 
Macgregor  was  medical  superintendent,  and  he 
understood  that  that  gentleman  was  a  highly 
competent  professional  man. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  past 
three  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  6th  November,  1879. 

First  Reading— Second  Reading— Third  Reftdinf^i— RiTer- 
ton  District  Court— Native  Affairs— Minister  of  Mines 
—  Lyttelton  Police  Station,  &o.  —  AKent-General  — 
Town  Boards -Coal  Fields— Kumara  Reserves — Tere- 
makau  Bridge— Land-Tax — Native  Affairs  Committee  : 
Summoning  Witness  in  Custodj- Wellington-Foxton 
Railway  —  Protection  of  Animals  Bill  —  Onehongft 
Watjpr  Reserve  Bill— Licensing  Bill  (No.  2). 

Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 
Pbaxebs. 

FIBST  EEADINa. 
Intercolonial  Probate  Bill. 

SECOND  BEADING. 
Hamilton  Public  Hall  Site  BUI. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Waiuku  Recreation  ReserTc  Bill,  New  River 
Pilot-Station  Reserve  Bill,  Wellington  Harbour 
Board  Bill,  Christchurch  Drill-Shed  Bill. 

RIVERTON  DISTRICT  COURT. 

Mr.  H.  HIRST  asked  the  Minister  of  Justice, 
If  the  GoTcmment  are  favourable  to  a  sitting  of 
the  District  Court  being  held  at  Riverton  ? 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  replied  that  the  Govern- 
ment did  not  know  enough  about  the  question  to 
express  an  opinion  at  the  present  time.  The  case 
would  be  inquired  into. 

NATIVE  AFFAIRS. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  asked  the  Government,  Whether 
or  not  it  is  their  intention  to  establish  a  tribunal 
for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  report  of  the 
Native  Affairs  Committee  of  1876  ?  The  report 
alluded  to  was  as  follows : — 

"  Inasmuch  as  most  of  the  Maori  petitions 
which  are  being  referred  to  this  Committee  are 
virtually  in  the  nature  of  appeals  from  the  de- 
cision of  the  Native  Land  Court,  and  inasmuch 
as  this  class  of  petition  is  likely  to  be  veiy 
numerous  in  the  future,  the  Committee  is  of 
opinion  that  the  establishment  of  a  competent 
Court  of  Appeal,  the  jurisdiction  of  which  shall 
be  confined  exclusively  to  cases  dealt  with  by  the 
Native  Land  Court,  would  enable  such  petitions 
as  aforesaid  to  be  dealt  with  much  more  intelli- 
gently than  they  can  now  be  dealt  with,  and 
would  be  conducive  to  that  fair  and  just  redress 
of  grievances  which  it  is  the  desire  of  this  Com- 
mittee to  see  secured  to  the  Maori  race. 

"  Retolvedy  therefore.  That  the  Executive 
Government  be  recommended  to  take  the  matter 
into  its  favourable  consideration,  with  a  view  of 
giving  effect  to  the  opinion  of  the  Committee." 

He  had  been  requested  by  the  Native  Affairs 
Committee  to  ask  this  question. 

Mr.  BRYCE  was  not  able  to  state  whether 
such  a  tribunal  would  be  established  or  not,  or 
whether  a  proposal  would  be  made  to  establish 
such  a  tribunal.  It  was  no  small  matter,  and  the 
Government  had  not  had  sufficient  time  to  con- 
sider the  subject  in  such  a  way  as  to  enable  them 
to  give  a  definite  answer. 
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MINISTER  OF  MINES. 

Mr.  REID  asked  the  Premier,  If  it  is  the  in- 
tention of  the  Government  to  appoint  a  Minister 
of  Mines  with  an  independent  portfolio  ? 

Mr.  HALL  presumed  the  meaning  of  the  ques- 
tion was,  whether  it  was  the  intention  to  appoint 
a  Minister  who  would  derote  liis  time  exclusively 
to  the  portfolio  of  Mines,  and  who  would  not  hold 
it  in  connection  with  any  other  portfolio.  There 
were  fourteen  Ministerial  portfolios ;  and'  it  was 
evident,  therefore,  that  some  Ministers  must  hold 
more  than  two.  The  Government  did  not  see 
their  way  to  undertake  that  the  exclusive  services 
of  a  Minister  should  be  devoted  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Mines. 

LYTTELTON  POLICE  STATION,  ETC. 

Mr.  ALLWRIGHT  asked  the  Government,  If 
it  is  their  intention  to  place  a  sum  of  money  on 
the  estimates  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  a 
Police  Station  and  Resident  Magistrate's  Court  at 
Lyttelton  ? 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  replied  that  for  some  years 
past  there  had  been  an  undertaking  on  the  part  of 
the  Government  to  make  provision  in  the  direc- 
tion indicated  in  the  honomble  gentleman's  ques- 
tion. At  the  present  time  the  Government  had 
the  question  under  consideration,  but  they  had 
not  determined  what  course  they  would  take. 
They  quite  recognized  that  a  pressing  necessity 
existed,  but  it  was  a  question  that  involved  finan- 
cial considerations  in  connection  with  the  esti- 
mates, and  it  would  be  fully  considered  in  pre- 
paring those  estimates. 

AGENT-GENERAL. 

Mr.  GEORGE  asked  the  Premier,  Whether  or 
not  the  Government  intend  to  give  effect  to  the 
recommendation  of  the  Agent- General,  that  his 
designation  should  be  altered  to  Resident  Minis- 
ter, and  that  Mr.  Kennaway  then  bo  styled  As- 
sistant Agent- General  ? 

Mr.  HALL  said  that  the  answer  of  the  Go- 
Ternment  was,  No. 

TOWN  BOARDS. 
Mr.  SHANKS  asked  the  Government,  If  they 
will  be  prepared  to  take  into  consideration,  during 
the  recess,  the  necessity  of  providing  some  means 
by  which  provision  can  be  made  whereby,  in  town- 
ships with  a  less  number  of  householders  than 
required  by  the  Municipal  Act,  those  townships 
may,  if  tliey  think  fit,  form  themselves  into  go- 
verning bodies,  electing,  say,  five  members,  to  be 
called  a  Town  Board,  to  whom  it  shall  be  com- 
pulsory for  County  Councils  and  Road  Boards  on 
demand  to  pay  over  all  revenue  collected  within 
the  boundaries  of  said  townsliips,  and  subsidies 
as  received  upon  the  same  ?  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Bruce  had  just  pointed  out  to  him  that  he 
had  presented  a  petition  referring  to  the  same 
matter,  which  showed  that,  in  more  than  one  part 
of  the  country,  the  same  thing  was  being  agitated. 
There  were  a  considerable  number  of  email  town- 
ships in  New  Zealand,  and  in  very  many  cases 
they  were  discontented  with  the  action  of  the 
County  Councils  and  Road  Boards.  In  a  great 
Mr,  Bryc» 


many  instances  the  County  Councils  and  Bead 
Boards  would  be  only  too  well  pleased  to  allow 
them  to  guide  their  own  affairs.  He  hoped  the 
Government  would  give  an  assurance  that  they 
would  make  some  provision  in  this  direction. 

Mr.  HALL  said  the  Government  were  of 
opinion  that  the  subject  was  one  which  deserved 
serious  consideration,  and  it  would  have  tliat 
consideration  during  the  recess.  He  believed  it 
would  be  the  duty  of  the  GoTemment  to  bring 
forward  a  measure  on  the  subject  next  session. 

COAL  FIELDS. 

Mr.  MURRAY  asked  the  Government,  If  they 
will  take  into  consideration  measures  for  the  con- 
struction of  railways,  and  construction  and  im- 
provement of  seaports,  to  encourage  the  derelop- 
ment  of  the  coal  fields  of  the  colony  P 

Mr.  OLIVER  replied  that  this  was  a  subjeet 
in  which  the  Government  took  a  very  deep 
interest.  They  recognized  the  necessity  of  en- 
couraging in  every  way  the  development  of  coal 
fields,  so  that  the  coal  supply  of  the  colony  might 
be  provided  for.  It  was  within  the  knowledge  of 
the  House  that  a  number  of  railways  and  harbour 
works  had  been  undertaken  with  a  view  of  de- 
veloping the  coal  industry.  There  was  a  railway 
from  West  port  to  Ngakawau,  constructed  at  the 
very  large  cost  of  over  £200,000.  The  harbour  of 
Westport  had  been  improved  by  the  Government, 
and  was  still  undergoing  improvement.  Ghrey- 
mouth  Harbour  was  also  undergoing  improve- 
ment, and  was  connected  with  the  coal  iields  near 
Greymouth  by  railway.  The  Shag  Point  coal 
line  was  included  last  year  by  the  Government  in 
their  schedule  of  works.  The  Green  Island  coal 
mines  were  connected  with  Dunedin  by  railway, 
and  were  in  profitable  operation.  The  Night- 
caps Inie,  in  Southland,  was  also  a  coal  line,  and 
was  bciiig  constructed.  In  the  North  Island, 
the  Kawukawa  line  was  partly  constructed,  and 
the  Kamo  line  was  also  partly  constructed,  and 
both  of  those  would  probably  be  included  in  the 
Public  Works  schedule  to  be  submitted  to  the 
House. 

KUMARA  RESERVES. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked  the  Government,  Whether 
they  will,  without  delay,  cause  to  be  gazetted  the 
reserves  applied  for  and  recommended  as  an  en- 
dowment to  the  Borough  of  Kumara  under  "  The 
Municipal  Corporations  Act,  1876 "  ?  A  few 
months  ago  the  reserves  alluded  to  were  agreed 
io  by  the  J3orough  Council  and  the  Waste  I^nds 
Board,  and  were  recommended  under  the  Muni- 
cipal Corporations  Act.  Nothing,  however,  had 
been  dono  towards  having  them  gazetted.  He 
had  been  requested  to  ask  the  Government  if 
tliey  intended  to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  have 
them  at  once  gazetted. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  replied  that  600  acres  were 
gazetted  as  an  endowment  in  July,  1879.  There 
had  been  no  further  reservation,  nor  coiUd  there 
be,  in  consequence  of  "  The  Municipal  Corpora- 
tions Amendment  Act,  1878." 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  reserves  amounted  to 
2,000  acres  under  the  Act.  The  Corporation  was 
asking  for  the  balance. 
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TEREMAKAU  BRIDaE. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked  the  GoTernment,  Whether 
it  is  their  intention  to  place  on  the  estimates  a 
sufficient  sum  to  complete  the  new  road  and 
approaches  to  the  Teremakau  Bridge?  The 
OoTemment  had  recent) j  completed  a  bridge  over 
the  riTcr.  There  was  an  unexpended  balance  of 
the  appropriation  for  the  work.  It  was  intended 
to  have  an  approach  to  this  bridge  and  a  new 
road,  the  present  road  being  totally  inadequate. 
He  wi§hed  to  know  whether  the  QoTernment 
would  allow  this  approach  and  new  road  to  be 
constructed. 

Mr.  OLIVER  replied  that  on  the  10th  July 
last  an  application  was  receiyed  from  the  Town 
Clerk  of  Kumara  relating  to  this  road,  and  the 
GkoTcmment  ordered  an  inquiry  to  be  made.  The 
demand  could  not  be  complied  with,  the  urgency 
of  the  work  not  being  recognized  by  the  Qoyern- 
ment.  Since  that  time  no  information  had  been 
obtained  on  the  subject. 

LANDTAX. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked  the  Goyemraent,  What 
is  the  cause  of  the  delay  in  not  enforcing  the 
payment  of  the  first  moiety  of  the  land-tax  ?  The 
Colonial  Treasurer  had  complained  of  a  want  of 
funds,  but  a  large  amount  of  revenue  due  from 
the  land-tax  had  not  been  paid.  What  was  the 
cause  of  the  delay?  There  were  two  moieties 
due,  and  he  had  good  authority  for  saying  that  a 
Tery  small  portion  of  the  first  moiety  had  been 
paid. 

Mr.  HALL  said  the  present  Goyernment  was 
not  responsible  for  the  full  amount  of  the  land- 
tax  not  baying  been  paid.  The  Act  was  so  worded 
that  it  did  not  afford  sufficient  time  for  the 
necessary  preliminary  operations  before  the  first 
day  on  which  the  tax  became  due.  The  conse- 
quence was,  that  the  first  half-year's  instalment  of 
the  tax  could  not  be  collected  at  the  appointed 
time.  They  were  now  advised  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  not  the  legal  power  to  collect  that 
instalment.  By  some  persons  it  had  been  paid, 
and  by  eome  not.  The  Government  now  had  the 
altematiye  of  returning  the  portion  that  had  been 
paid,  or  initiating  fresh  legislation  for  the  pur- 
pose of  compelling  payment  of  the  remainder. 
When  the  Government  had  arrived  at  a  decision 
on  the  subject,  they  would  communicate  it  to  the 
House. 

NATIVE  AFFAIRS  COMMITTEE :  SUM- 
MONING WITNESS  IN  CUSTODY. 

The  adjourned  debate  was  resumed  on  the  ques- 
tion, That  the  gaoler  of  the  Wanganui  Gaol  do 
bring  George  Bucklaud  Worgan,  now  a  prisoner 
in  t^t  gaol,  in  safe  custody  to  the  Native  Affairs 
Committee  on  Wednesday,  the  12th  day  of  No- 
vember instant,  at  eleven  of  the  clock  in  the  fore- 
noon, in  order  to  his  being  examined  as  a  witness, 
and  so  from  time  to  time,  as  often  as  his  attend- 
ance shall  be  found  necessary  by  the  said  Com- 
mittee ;  and  that  Mr.  Speaker  do  issue  his 
warrant  accordingly. 

Mr.  MURRAY  said  it  appeared  to  him  that,  a 
motion  having  been  brought  before  the  House  by 
the  Chairman  of  a  Select  Committee,  honorable 


members  had  the  right  to  express  their  opinions 
upon  it,  and  state  whether  they  would  support  the 
proposal  or  dissent  from  it.  He  thought  sufficient 
argument  had  not  been  adduced  to  show  why  the 
House  should  agrdo  to  the  country  being  put  to 
the  unusual  expense  of  bringing  this  witness  to 
be  examined.  The  subject  required  more  light 
to  be  thrown  upon  it.  It  seemed  to  him  to  be 
an  attempt  to  enable  evidence  to  be  brought 
before  the  Committee  for  the  purpose  of  being 
used  outside  the  House ;  and  the  House  should 
consider  whether  the  great  power  the  country 
had  placed  in  its  hands  should  be  used  for  such  a 
purpose. 

Mr.  HALL  might  be  allowed  to  state  the  views 
which  members  of  the  Government  individually 
entertained  on  this  matter.  The  state  of  the  case 
appeared  to  be,  that  the  Committee  ^ad  power  to 
call  for  persons  and  papers,  but  had  no  power, 
without  a  special  order  of  the  House,  to  summon 
before  it  any  person  who  was  in  custody.  They  did 
not  agree  with  the  statement  that  the  issuing  of  a 
warrant  by  the  Speaker  would  be  a  mere  adminis- 
trative act.  The  meaning  of  the  provision  which 
required  the  issue  of  the  Speaker's  warrant  was, 
that  the  House  had  a  discretion  in  the  matter, 
which  it  might  or  might  not  exercise.  For  the 
purpose  of  enabling  it  to  exercise  that  discretion, 
there  should  be  some  reasons  stated  by  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  why  this  person  should  be 
brought  before  the  Committee  to  give  evidence. 
The  Government  were  of  opinion  that  they  should 
put  the  most  favourable  construction  upon  the 
proceedings  of  the  Committee,  and,  unless  the 
facts  of  the  case  showed  substantial  ground  to 
the  contrary,  the  recommendation  of  the  Com- 
mittee, upon  good  reasons  being  shown,  should 
be  complied  with.  He  believed  it  was  desirable 
to  assert  the  principle  that  the  House  had  dis- 
cretion in  the  matter,  by  requiring  the  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  to  give  some  reasons— he  need 
not  go  at  length  into  them,  but  should  sufficiently 
state  them— to  satisfy  the  House  that  the  propo- 
sition was  one  which  the  House  should  agree  to. 
He  trusted  the  House  would  hear  from  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  some  reason  why  this  order 
should  be  made. 

Mr.  MOSS  entirely  differed  from  the  opinion 
enunciated  by  the  Premier.  He,  as  one  of  the 
Committee,  had  voted  for  the  resolution.  If  the 
Committee  thought  that  a  certain  course  was 
desirable,  it  ought  to  have  some  weight  with  the 
House.  The  House  should  assert  the  dignity 
not  only  of  the  Government,  but  of  the  Com- 
mittee. The  Government  was  in  reality  only  a 
Select  Committee  with  larger  powers,  and  he  did 
not  see  why  the  Goyernment  should  assume  this 
air  of  superiority  over  them. 

Mr.  HALL  never  said  that  the  Government 
should  exercise  discretion.  He  expressed  their 
opinion,  not  as  a  Government,  but  as  leading 
members  of  the  House. 

Mr.  MOSS  was  not  referring  to  what  the 
Govei-nment  said,  but  to  what  they  did.  They 
stopped  the  proceedings  yesterday  as  a  Minis- 
try, and  he  expected  they  would  have  made  this 
a  Ministerial  question,  from  the  tone  they  had 
taken.    He  was  agreeably  surprised  to  find  that 
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it  was  not  to  be  a  Ministerial  question.  He  had 
no  objection  to  state  the  reason  why  he  Toted  in 
Committee  that  this  course  should  be  taken.  He 
was  not  sure  that  anj  of  them  were  bound  to  do 
BO,  but  for  his  own  part  he  was  perfectly  ready 
to  do  BO.  The  caBe  was  simply  this:  Charges 
were  made — very  serious  charges  indeed — in  con- 
nection with  the  purchase  of  Native  lands.  The 
persons  making  those  charges  had  petitioned  the 
House  for  redress,  declaring  that  for  one  tech- 
nical reason  or  another  they  had  been  unable  to 
obtain  the  redress  sought  for  in  a  Court  of  law. 
One  of  the  obstacles  in  their  way  was  the  re- 
fusal by  the  Judge  of  the  habeas  corpus  to  bring 
up  a  witness  who  was  in  gaol,  and  whose  evidence 
was  stated  to  be  very  important.  The  reason 
why  he  had  given  his  vote  in  favour  of  the  course 
proposed  was  the  statement  that  the  evidence  of 
this  witness  was  very  material.  Whether  it  was 
important  or  not  he  did  not  know ;  but  in  tlie 
interest  of  every  one  connected  with  the  purchase, 
as  well  as  in  the  interest  of  the  Natires  who  were 
making  the  complaint,  it  was  a  quite  right  and 
proper  course  for  the  Committee  to  take  to  got 
all  the  information  they  could  upon  the  question. 
When  they  had  obtained  that  information  they 
would  be  in  a  position  to  judge  what  was  the 
proper  course  to  take  in  order  that  the  Natives 
might  get  the  justice  they  stated  they  had  a  claim 
to,  and  which  they  declared  they  had  been  baulked 
in  getting  through  technical  objections.  The  Com- 
mittee would  come  down  to  this  House  and  lay  be- 
fore it  the  result  they  had  arrived  at,  after  getting 
full  information.  That  was  the  course  they  would 
pursue.  They  were  not  investigating  this  case 
as  if  they  were  a  judge  and  jury.  The  argument 
used  was,  that  cases  of  this  kind  ought  to  go  into 
a  Court  of  law.  Ho  was  not  prepared  to  say  that 
that  was  not  sound.  If  there  was  a  primd  facie 
case  it  was  one  for  a  Court  of  law  to  decide,  and 
not  a  Committee  of  this  House  ;  but,  in  the  mean- 
time, the  Select  Committee  were  bound  to  get  all 
the  information  they  could,  and  see  whether  this 
primd  facie  case  existed,  and  whether  the  allega- 
tions of  the  petition  as  to  the  obstacles  in  the  way 
of  procuring  justice  were  well  founded.  They 
were  told  that  this  person  in  gaol  could  give 
very  important  information,  and  it  seemed  to 
him  that  they  would  be  throwing  obstacles  in  the 
way,  and  interfering  with  the  course  of  justice,  if 
thej  did  not  get  his  evidence,  whatever  it  might 
be.  That  was  the  ground  on  which  he  voted  in 
Committee.  It  was  the  ground  that,  he  was  sure, 
would  have  been  taken  by  nine  members  out  of 
every  ten  in  the  House.  It  would  be  far  better 
for  them,  as  a  Committee,  to  resign  their  powers 
into  the  hands  of  the  House  that  appointed  them, 
and  ask  the  House  to  take  up  the  question  and 
debate  it  in  a  full  House,  than  to  have  their  pro- 
ceedings questioned  and  interrupted  in  this  way. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  had  no  desire  to  take  part  in 
the  discussion,  but  he  wished  to  make  public 
notification  of  a  fnct  not  in  accordnnce  with  the 
statement  of  the  Premier  to-day.  The  honorable 
gentleman  now  told  them  tliat  they  did  not  take 
up  their  position  with  regard  to  this  subject  as 
a  Government,  but  as  leading  members  of  the 
House.  Yet,  yesterday,  when  the  division  was 
Jfr.  Moss 


taken  as  to  whether  the  debate  should  be  ad- 
journed, it  was  made  a  Gt)vemment  question. 
The  position  taken  up  by  the  Gtivemment  was  not 
then  taken  up  as  leading  members  of  the  House, 
but  as  a  Government,  and  they  made  it  a  Govern- 
ment question  on  the  division  that  took  place. 
The  Premier  had  then  told  him  distinctly  that  it 
was  a  Government  question,  and  thereby  caused 
him  to  leave  the  House  and  not  vote  on  the  ques- 
tion, as  he  had  paired  with  an  honorable  member 
who  would  vote  in  the  Gbvemment  interest.  The 
honorable  member  had  now  taken  up  a  different 
position.  The  honorable  member  for  Bruce  bad 
stated  that  some  reason  should  be  shown  for 
adopting  the  course  proposed  by  the  Committee. 
The  only  reason  required  was  that  the  witness 
could  not  be  obtained  without  a  warrant.  If 
that  warrant  was  not  an  absolute  necessity  they 
would  bring  up  the  witness  without  any  reference 
to  this  House  at  all.  The  honorable  member  for 
Bruce  could  bring  up  witnesses  to  attend  another 
Committee,  at  the  expense  of  the  country,  and 
not  a  word  would  be  said  about  it.  They  ought 
to  be  consistent  in  these  matters.  If  the  Govern- 
ment did  not  take  up  a  position  as  a  Government 
in  antagonism  to  the  motion  of  the  honorable 
gentleman,  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  why 
did  the  Premier,  on  the  previous  day,  regard  this 
division  as  being  on  a  Government  question,  and 
cause  him  (Mr.  Speight)  to  leave  the  House  dar- 
ing that  division  P 

Mr.  HALL  said  the  honorable  gentleman  was 
quite  right  in  stating  that  he  had  told  him  be 
looked  upon  the  division  yesterday  as  being  a 
Government  question.  He  considered  the  motion 
then  proposed  was  of  so  much  importance  that  it 
was  very  desirable  it  should  be  carried.  What 
was  it?  It  was  a  question  that  the  proposal 
suddenly  made  for  the  issue  of  a  warrant  should 
not  be  decided  off-hand,  but  should  be  adjourned 
until*  to-day.  He  thought  that  was,  as  a  prece- 
dent, a  question  of  so  much  importance  that  he 
regarded  it  as  a  Government  question,  but  it  was 
not  on  the  merits  of  the  proposal  itself. 

Mr.  GISBORNE,  as  a  matter  of  personal  ex- 
planation, desired  to  say  that  he  had  not  under- 
stood the  question  as  being  a  Government  one. 
Therefore,  although  he  had  paired,  he  had  re- 
corded his  vote,  under  the  belief  that  it  was  not 
a  Government  question. 

Mr.  WHITAKER  said  he  was  one  of  the 
members  of  the  Native  Affairs  Committee  who 
voted  against  this  resolution,  and,  as  the  honor- 
able member  for  Parnell  had  given  his  reasons 
for  voting  as  he  did,  perhaps  he  (Mr.  Whitaker) 
might  be  allowed  shortly  to  state  his  reasouB  for 
the  course  he  had  adopted.  This  petition  pur- 
ported to  be  presented  in  the  interests  of  a  Na- 
tive named  Rora  Nonoi,  a  resident  in  Hawke's 
Bay.  In  the  first  place,  it  was  not  signed  by  this 
Native  woman,  but  by  a  European  named  Davie. 
It  set  forth  that  Rora  Nonoi  was  the  daughter  of 
a  Native  called  Paora  Nonoi,  who  had  been  dead 
for  some  years ;  that  certain  transactions  had 
taken  place  between  the  person  petitioned  against 
and  Paora  Nonoi  j  that  these  transactions  were 
improper,  and  that  Rora  Nonoi  ought  to  be  allowed 
some  redress.     It  further  Btat^  that  Bhe  had 
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Bought  redress  in  yan'ous  ways  —  in  the  first 
place,  if  he  recollected  rightlj,  by  ciyil  action, 
and,  in  the  second  place,  bj  criminal  proceed- 
ings. The  petition  went  on  to  state  that  the 
proceedings  were  frustrated  by  the  non* appear- 
ance of  a  witness  named  Worgan,  wliose  attend- 
ance could  not  be  procured  to  give  endence. 
The  reason  that  Worgan  could  not  be  procured 
to  gire  evidence,  it  appeared,  was  because  he  was 
then  in  gaol  upon  a  charge  of  forgery.  He  was 
not  then  conyioted,  but  was  in  gaol  awaiting 
trial,  and  the  Magistrate  held  that,  therefore, 
kabewt  did  not  apply,  and  Worgan  could  not 
be  brought  before  the  Court.  Since  then,  it 
appeared,  the  man  had  been  oonricted,  and  in 
proceedings  before  any  legally-constituted  Court 
in  the  colony  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  could  be 
issued.  It  was  agreed  by  all — more  especially  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Pamell,  to  whom  he 
^ve  the  greatest  credit  for  the  impartial  manner 
m  which  he  expressed  himself  against  trying  a 
man  for  an  indictable  offence  before  a  political 
Committee — it  was  agreed  that  the  Committee 
should  confine  their  inquiry  to  one  point  only 
in  that  petition,  and  that  was,  whether  or  not 
that  Maori  woman  had  sufficient  means  to  carry 
on  the  prosecution.  It  was  understood,  nearly 
unanimously,  as  it  appeared  to  him,  that  they 
should  confine  their  inquiries  to  that  point,  and 
should  not,  as  a  Committee,  constitute  themseWes 
judges  in  a  case  in  which  a  charge  of  having 
committed  an  indictable  offence  was  made.  He 
was  out  of  the  Committee  before  it  closed  one 
day  :  at  all  erents,  during  the  time  he  was  away 
a  resolution  was  carried  that  four  witnesses  should 
be  brought  down  to  give  eridence  on  the  petition 
of  this  man  Davie,  who  purported  only  to  be 
acting  on  behalf  of  Rora  Nonoi.  At  all  events, 
he  was  told  that  on  the  motion  of  a  member  of 
the  Committee  four  witnesses  were  to  be  sum- 
moned from  Napier.  The  petitioner  then  re- 
quested that  two  witnesses  should  be  summoned 
on  his  side,  and  he  (Mr.  Whitaker)  was  the  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  who  moved  that  those  two 
witnesses  should  be  summoned.  When  he  did 
so,  a  member  of  the  Committee  made  a  motion 
that  this  Worgan  should  be  brouglit  from  Wa- 
nganni.  He  was  not  aware  that  either  side  re- 
quired his  attendance.  It  was  on  that  honorable 
member's  own  motion,  and  on  his  own  motion 
entirely,  that  Mr.  Worgan  was  to  be  fetched  from 
Wanganui.  He  (Mr.  Whitaker)  was  not  attri- 
buting motives  to  that  honorable  gentleman,  or 
saying  whether  he  was  right  or  wrong ;  but  it 
did  not  proceed  from  either  the  petitioner  or  the 
petitioned  against.  As  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee, he  took  up  this  ground :  He  thought  to 
himself,  Here  is  a  petition  signed  by  a  European 
on  behalf  of  a  Maori  ;  the  honorable  member  for 
the  Thames  (Mr.  Sheehan),  gave  that  European 
a  somewhat  low  character.  When  the  question 
vas  put  to  him,  he  said  that  he  would  have 
nothing  to  do  with  Davie,  because  he  belonged  to 
a  class  of  persons  with  whom  he  would  not  like 
to  have  any  dealings  at  all. 

Mr.  TOLE  would  like  to  ask  whether  the 
honorable  member  was  in  order  in  referring  to  the 
deUberatioDs  in  Committee. 
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Mr.  SPEAKER  replied  that  previous  speakers 
—notably  the  honorable  member  for  Pamell — 
had  been  allowed  to  explain  the  reasons  for  the 
course  they  had  adopted  m  Committee  in  demand- 
ing the  production  of  a  prisoner  as  a  witness,  and 
the  honorable  member  for  Waipa  was  only  fol- 
lowing the  same  example.  The  ordinary  rule  was, 
that  honorable  members  could  not  refer  to  the 
deliberations  in  Committee  until  the  report  of  the 
Committee  was  brought  up  ;  but  in  this  case,  as 
members  had  been  invited  to  giye  explanations, 
he  could  not  enforce  the  rule  as  strictly  as  he 
should  do  under  other  circumstances. 

Mr.  TOLE.— Do  I  understand  that  both  honor- 
able gentlemen  are  out  of  order  in  referring  to  the 
deliberations  of  the  Committee  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— It  is  the  usual  rule  not  to 
refer  to  those  deliberations  until  the  report  of 
the  Committee  is  brought-up,  but,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, I  cannot  enforce  the  ordinary  rule 
strictly. 

Mr.  WHITAKER  said  that  when  he  was  in- 
terrupted  he  was  going  on  to  state  that  there  had 
been  no  request  made  by  the  petitioner  or  the 
petitioned  against  that  Worgan  should  be  pro- 
duced. Well,  when  this  motion  to  produce  nim 
came  on,  he  (Mr.  Whitaker)  opposed  it,  and,  last 
bnt  not  least,  he  would  state  the  reasons  which  he 
urged  upon  the  Committee  why  Worgan  should 
not  be  brought  down.  He  recorded  his  yote 
against  the  motion  for  this  special  reason :  that 
he  did  not  consider  it  right  that,  when  a  charge 
of  an  indictable  offence  was  made  against  a  per- 
son, he  should  be  brought  before  the  Committee, 
and  that  the  power  of  the  Committee  should  be 
exercised  to  compel  him  to  give  evidence  which 
could  be  used  against  himself.  There  was  an 
important  principle  about  this  which,  certainly 
to  his  mina,  would  be  yiolated.  He  was  aware 
that  in  extreme  jcases  it  could  be  done,  but  he 
could  not  see  that  this  was  an  extreme  case,  or 
that  there  was  anything  to  be  gained  by  bringing 
Worgan  before  the  Committee.  He  did  not  think 
it  right  that  Worgan  should  be  called,  and  per- 
haps forced  to  answer  questions  which  misht 
criminate  him,  with  a  lawyer  in  attendance  taking 
notes  and  hearing  all  the  evidence.  It  was  not 
right  or  fair  that  that  man  should  be  brought 
here  to  give  evidence  the  gist  of  which  might 
afterwards  be  used  against  him.  It  was,  in  his 
opinion,  a  violation  of  the  first  principles  of  jus- 
tice, and  that  was  the  reason  why  he  voted  against 
the  motion.  But,  the  Committee  having  come  to 
that  resolution,  he  thought  it  would  have  been 
better  if  the  man  had  been  brought  down.  He 
could  not  see  that  there  was  any  harm  in  his 
coming  here,  or  that  there  was  any  evidence 
behind  which  it  was  not  desirable  should  be 
giren.  He  thought  it  would  have  been  better 
for  the  Committee  to  have  gone  as  a  matter  of 
course  about  bringing  him  down.  He  had  not 
expected  that  there  would  be  anything  said 
about  it  in  the  House.  He  vras  not  going  to 
oppose  the  motion ;  but,  in  the  first  place,  his 
reasons  for  voting  against  the  motion  in  Com- 
mittee were,  that  he  would  not  be  a  party  to  con- 
demning a  man  out  of  his  own  CTidence  in  a  case 
where  a  charge  of  an  indictable  offence  was  made. 
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Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  he  was  arene  to  taking 
part  in  this  debate,  for  the  verj  good  reason  that 
he  was  a  witness  before  the  Committee.  There- 
fore he  thought  be  ought  not  to  meddle  with  the 
debate.  He  rose  for  the  purpose  of  making  two 
corrections  in  the  speech  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Waipa.  In  the  first  place,  he  (Mr.  Sheehan) 
was  not  a  party  to  an j  agreement  that  the  inquirer 
should  be  kept  to  the  one  point.  He  heard 
nothing  of  such  an  agreement.  He  beheved  it 
was  the  desire  of  a  section  of  the  Committee  to 
ascertain  whether  this  woman  had  means  to 
prosecute  her  own  case.  With  regard  to  Darie, 
he  did  not  say  that  he  was  a  man  of  low  character. 
What  he  did  saj  was,  that  Davie  came  to  him, 
that  he  knew  him  to  be  of  the  opposite  side,  and 
that  anj  eyidence  which  he  might  gire  would 
amount  to  a  breach,  to  a  certain  extent,  of  the  con- 
fidence of  his  previous  employer.  He  might  or 
might  not  be  a  person  of  bad  character.  He  did 
not  saj  what  he  was.  What  he  said  was,  that  he 
did  not  care  to  have  anything  to  do  with  Darie, 
because  he  belonged  to  the  opposite  side,  and, 
acting  from  the  opposite  side,  he  preferred 
not  to  hear  him,  whether  coming  with  a  true 
or  an  untrue  story.  He  had  read  through 
his  evidence  for  correction,  and  he  had  not  al- 
tered a  single  sentence  of  this  portion  of  it.  It 
was  now  in  the  hands  of  the  clerk  of  the  Com- 
mittee. He  was  altogether  indi£ferent  as  to  how 
the  question  went;  but,  for  the  sake  of  the 
person  petitioned  against,  he  hoped  this  person 
would  be  produced.  So  far  from  it  being  a  breach 
of  justice  to  produce  him,  Worgan  would  have 
the  same  rights  as  he  would  have  before  any 
Court  of  law,  and  could  refuse  to  answer  any 
question  he  pleased. 

Mr.  WHITAKER.— No,  no. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  Yes ;  the  witness  could 
refuse  to  answer  a  question  if  he  thought  that 
answer  would  criminate  him  in  an  offence  against 
the  laws  of  the  country,  for  which  he  could  be 
tried.  It  had  so  been  held  in  similar  cases  before. 
He  knew  a  case  where  a  witness  had  been  told 
not  to  give  evidence.  He  felt  very  strongly 
indeed  that  the  evidence  of  this  witness  would  be 
in  favour  of  the  person  petitioned  against,  and 
perhaps  very  stronely  in  his  favour ;  but,  being 
a  witness  himself,  he  would  prefer  to  leare  the 
House  to  fight  the  matter  out. 

Mr.  S  WANSON  did  not  know  what  the  powers 
of  the  Committee  were ;  but  he  had  seen  that 
House  set  at  defiance ;  and  a  witness  called  to 
the  bar  said  he  would  simply  not  answer  cer- 
tain questions.  That  was  Mr.  Bridges.  He 
(Mr.  Swan  son)  believed  there  had  to  be  an  Act 
passed  to  meet  the  case.  Mr.  Bridges'  lawyers 
told  him  not  to  answer  questions,  and  he  did  not. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that,  as  one  of  the  members 
of  this  Committee,  the  remarks  made  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Waipa  were  not  altogether 
in  accordance  with  fact.  Davie,  the  petitioner,  was 
acting  as  executor  under  the  will  of  Paora  Nonoi, 
who  was  Bora's  father ;  and,  of  course,  there 
being  an  executor,  she  could  not  approach  that 
House,  or  ask  for  justice,  except  through  the  per- 
son authorized  by  law  to  act  on  her  bebdf .  Davie, 
in  the  petition,  set  out  that  he  was  the  exeeator 
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of  this  girl's  father,  and  was  authorized  by  him  to 
look  after  his  affairs ;  and  that  this  girl's  father 
was  injured  very  much  with  regard  to  this  land, 
which  was  purported  to  have  been  bought  by  a 
member  of  that  House ;  that  there  were  certain 
conditions  attached  to  the  purchase  which  had 
not  been  complied  with.  Such  being  the  casCi 
the  petitioner  appealed  to  that  House  for  justice 
on  behalf  of  the  person  for  whom  he  waa  acting. 
There  had  certainly  been  too  much  party  made  of 
this  question.  He  might  say  this :  that,  at  the 
first  off-going,  as  soon  as  Uie  petition  ^ba  pre- 
sented to  this  House,  there  vras  an  attempt 
made  to  throw  it  out  without  any  consideration 
whatever.  Strenuous  exertions  were  made  to 
throw  it  out  without  giving  it  any  consideration; 
but  no  good  or  sufficient  grounds  were  given  why 
this  person  should  not  approach  the  House,  and 
ask  that  justice  should  be  done.  As  the  matter 
progressed,  the  question  came  up  as  to  how  far 
they  should  go  in  the  matter.  It  was  certainly 
admitted  by  most  of  the  Conmiittee  that  perhaps 
it  would  be  better  for  the  Committee  to  aimply 
go  into  the  question  as  to  the  means  of  the  person 
who  {was  petitioning — ^as  to  whether  he  had  suf- 
ficient means  to  go  through  the  necessaTj  legal 
procedure  to  have  justice  done  in  the  Courts 
of  law.  He  contended  still  that,  before  the 
Committee  could  advise  the  House  to  go  to  the 
expense  of  furnishing  this  person  with  funds, 
there  must  be  a  primd  facie  case  made  out ; 
and  it  was  with  a  riew  to  getting  evidence  to 
authorize  the  House  to  provide  the  necessary 
expenditure  for  the  prosecution  of  thia  per- 
son's claim  that  the  Committee  desired  to  have 
the  evidence  of  Worgan.  That  was  the  ground 
upon  which  the  Committee  asked  that  this  person 
should  be  produced  from  gaol.  It  was  considered 
that  he  might  throw  light  upon  the  subject, 
and  until  the  evidence  of  the  plaintiff  was  con- 
cluded they  could  not  call  upon  the  defendant 
to  give  his  evidence.  There  was  a  missing  link 
in  the  plaintiff's  evidence,  and  the  Committee 
wished  to  have  that  evidence  completed  before  it 
came  to  a  decision.  He  hoped,  in  the  interests 
of  justice,  that  the  House  would  agree  to  the 
production  of  this  person,  because  this  question 
struck  at  the  foundation  of  the  powers  of  any 
Committee.  If  they  were  not  to  be  allowed  to 
obtain  the  evidence  they  required,  he  should  in 
future  refuse  to  act  on  any  Committee.  So  far 
as  he  was  concerned,  he  was  opposed  to  the  spirit 
of  the  petition — he  did  not  believe  in  the  prin- 
ciple of  it ;  but,  as  it  had  been  referred  to  the 
Committee  by  the  House,  and  as  it  was  necessary 
to  have  the  evidence  of  this  witness,  the  House 
should  support  the  Committee  in  its  endeavour 
to  arrive  at  a  decision  on  fair  and  just  grounds. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  said  that,  as  he  had  been  ap- 
pealed to  by  the  Premier,  it  was  only  right  that 
he  should  inform  the  House  of  the  reasons  which 
influenced  the  Committee  in  the  decision  they 
had  come  to.  The  Premier  had  fairly  stated  that 
the  Committee  were  merely  acting  under  an  order 
of  the  House,  made  on  the  26th  of  September, 
instructing  them  to  assemble  as  a  Committee, 
with  power  to  call  witnesses  before  them.  On 
the  30th  September  the  following  order  was  alio 
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issued  bj  the  House :  "  That  all  public  petitions 
presented  last  session,  and  not  finally  reported  on 
at  its  close,  should  be  referred  to  a  special  Com- 
mittee." This  petition  was  presented  last  session, 
and  an  abstract  of  it  was  made  bj  the  present 
l^atire  Minister.  When  the  case  was  called  on, 
an  honorable  member  of  the  House  who  was  a 
party  to  the  petition  was  notified  that  the  petition 
uras  to  be  called  on  on  the  following  daj  ;  and  he 
-wrote  to  him  (Mr.  Hamlin),  as  Chairman,  re- 
questing that  all  the  CTidence  in  the  case  should 
bo  taken  on  oath.  That  had  been  done.  Two 
-witnesses  had  appeared  before  the  Committee, 
and,  being  duly  sworn,  their  evidence  was  taken 
down  by  a  reporter.  Further  witnesses  were  or- 
dered to  be  summoned — namely,  Mr.  Sutton's 
solicitor  at  Napier  (Mr.  Comford),  and  Mr.  J.  P. 
Hamlin,  who  were  both  supposed  to  be  able  to  gire 
evidence  on  the  one  side — while  three  Natives  and 
the  petitioner  himself  were  also  requested  to  be 
present  to  be  examined.  In  order  to  make  the 
matter  thoroughly  intelligible  to  the  House,  he 
would  read  the  petition,  which  was  as  follows: — 

"  To  the  Honorable  the  Speaker,  and  Members  of 

the  House  of  Bepresentatires,  in  Parliament 

assembled. 

"The  memorial  of  George  Davie,  of  Napier, 
formerly  hotelkeeper,  of  Pukahu,  humbly 
showeth, — 

"  1.  That  your  memorialist  knew  one  Paora 
Nonoi,  an  aboriginal  native  chief,  now  deceased. 

"2.  That  Paora  Nonoi  reposed  the  greatest 
confidence  in  your  memorialist,  appointing  your 
memorialist  his  attorney  during  his  life,  and  in 
his  will  appointing  him  his  executor,  to  whom  he 
derised  all  his  estates  in  trust  for  Bora  Nonoi,  the 
daughter  of  Paora  Nonoi. 

"  3.  That  your  memorialist  was  entirely  unable 
to  protect  the  interests  of  Paora  Nonoi  during  his 
life,  and  has  been  unable  to  protect  the  interests 
of  Bora  Nonoi  since  her  father's  death,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  insurmountable  difficulties  sur- 
rounding all  transactions  in  Natire  lands. 

"  4.  That  your  memorialist  is  firmly  persuaded 
that  for  sereral  years  before  Paora  Nonoi's  death 
extensive  frauds  were  being  perpetrated  by  Euro- 
peans in  Hawko's  Bay  upon  the  Natives,  which 
knowledge  induced  him  to  accept  a  power  of 
attorney  from  Paora  Nonoi ;  and  that  some  of 
these  frauds  were  more  or  less  under  his  own 
observation. 

"  5.  That,  on  or  about  the  29th  August,  1870, 
your  memorialist  saw  one  Frederick  Sutton,  then 
in  business  in  Napier,  and  now  a  member  of  your 
honorable  House,  and  one  Qeorge  Buckland  Wor- 
gan,  an  interpreter,  pass  his  publichouse  at  Pu- 
kahu, at  or  about  midnight,  proceeding  in  the 
direction  of  Paora  Nonoi's  pa. 

"  6.  That  the  next  morning  your  memorialist 
proceeded  to  the  pa,  and  ascertained  that 
Frederick  Sutton  and  Gheorge  Buckland  Worgan 
bad  been  at  the  pa  during  the  night,  having  with 
them  a  conveyance  of  Te  Awa-o-te-Atua  Block, 
which  they  desired  Paora  Nonoi  to  sign ;  that 
Paora  Nonoi  was  very  ill  at  the  time,  and  not 
expected  to  live  long ;  that  Paora  Nonoi  refused 
to  sign  the  conveyance,  and,  as  has  been  repeatedly 


testified  to  your  memorialist  by  the  Natives  pre- 
sent, did  not  sign,  getting  up  from  his  bed  in 
anger  and  going  to  another  part  of  the  whare ; 
that,  late  in  the  night,  and  subsequent  to  Paora 
Nonoi's  refusal  to  sign  the  deed,  spirits  were 
serred  out  to  Bora  Nonoi  and  her  sister — then 
young  girls — and  to  the  other  Maoris  present,  by 
Frederick  Sutton  or  George  Buckland  Worgan, 
or  by  both  of  them.  Some  money  was  given  to 
Paora's  daughter,  including  a  cheque  for  £5, 
drawn  by  Frederick  Sutton  ;  and  a  paper-writing 
was  left  by  Frederick  Sutton,  in  his  own  hand- 
writing (which  paper--writinff  is  in  your  memo- 
rialist's possession),  to  the  foUowing  effect : — 

'' '  In  consideration  of  Paora  Nonoi  having  exe- 
cuted a  conveyance  of  Awa-te-Atua  Block,  I  agree 
to  a  reserve  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres  be- 
ing made. — F.  Stttton.    31st  August,  1870.* 

*'  7.  That  on  the  same  night  the  signature  of 
Bora  Nonoi  purports  to  have  been  attached  to 
the  conveyance,  although  she  had  no  legal  in- 
terest in  the  land. 

''8.  That  the  signature  of  one  Nikera,  an 
aboriginal  native,  also  purports  to  have  been 
attached  the  same  night  to  the  conveyance  as 
having  witnessed  the  signatures  of  Paora  Nonoi 
and  Bora  Nonoi. 

"9.  That  Nikera  and  Bora  Nonoi  both  deny 
all  knowledge  of  having  signed  any  such  deed  on 
the  night  in  question,  and  are  positive  that  Paora 
Nonoi  refused  in  anger  to  sign  any  such  deed. 

"  10.  That  on  the day  of a  conveyance 

from  the  aboriginal  natives  to  Frederick  Sutton 
was  placed  on  the  register,  and  sub.^equently,  on 

the day  of ,  a  conveyance  from  Frederick 

Sutton  to Watt  was  registered. 

"11.  That  no  reservation  of  three  hundred 
and  fifty  acres  in  favour  of  Paora  Nonoi,  or  any 
other  aboriginal  native,  was  made  in  either  of 
these  conveyances,  as  contemplated  in  the  paper- 
writing  left  with  the  Natives  on  or  about  the 
night  of  the  80th  of  August  by  Frederick  Sutton, 
when  the  signature  of  Paora  Nonoi  purports  to 
have  been  obtained. 

"  12.  That  your  memorialist  has  had  frequent 
consultations  with  Bora  Nonoi  as  to  what  steps 
she  ought  to  take  to  punish  those  Europeans  who 
defrauded  her  father,  and  to  secure  her  rights  in 
the  estates  devised  to  your  memorialist  in  trust 
for  herself  and  her  children. 

"13.  That  Bora  Nonoi,  in  the  hope  that  she 
might  obtain  the  assistance  of  the  Crown  in 
punishing  those  who  had  defrauded  her  father, 
swore  an  information  at  Napier,  with  my  full 
consent  and  approval,  before  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  charging  Frederick  Sutton,  a  member  of 
your  honorable  House,  and  George  Buckland 
Worgan,  formerly  an  interpreter  licensed  by  the 
Government,  witn  having  conspired  together,  on 
or  about  the  night  of  the  29th  of  August,  1870, 
to  defraud  Paora  Nonoi  out  of  his  interest  in  the 
Te  Awa-o-te-Atua  Block. 

"  14.  That  a  day  for  hearing  the  charge  was 
fixed  by  the  presiding  magistrate,  and  summonses 
were  issued  against  the  persons  charged,  and  all 
necessary  steps  were  taken  to  procure  the  atten- 
dance of  all  witnesses  necessary  to  substantiate 
the  charge  so  brought. 
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"15,  That  G^rge  Buckland  Worgan,  one  of 
the  accused,  was,  at  the  time  the  information 
was  laid  bj  Rora  Nonoi,  in  prison  at  Wanganui, 
awaiting  trial  on  a  charge  of  forgerj,  and  his 
attendance  at  Napier  could  not  be  obtained. 
Application  was  then  made  to  a  Judge  of  the 
Supreme  Court  at  Wellington  for  a  writ  of 
habeas  corpus  to  bring  the  said  George  Buckland 
Worgan  to  Napier.  This  appUcation  was,  how- 
ever, refused  by  the  Judge  presiding. 

"16.  That,  in  consequence  of  the  difficulties 
thus  raised.  Bora  Nonoi  was  unable  to  obtain  an 
opportunity  to  prove  the  charge  she  had  sworn  to 
against  Frederick  Sutton  and  George  Buckland 
Worgan. 

"  17.  That  George  Buckland  Worgan  has  since 
been  convicted  of  forgery,  and  sentenced  to 
imprisonment  for  a  terra  of  two  years. 

"  18.  That  Rora  Nonoi  is  advised  that,  if  she 
commenced  proceedings  afresh  in  the  Police 
Court,  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  might  be  obtained 
to  bring  George  Buckland  Worgan  to  trial  at 
Napier.  But  about  this  there  seems  no  legal 
certainty  ;  and  the  proceedings  necessary  to  ascer- 
tain this  fact  are  of  co  costly  a  nature,  as  Rora 
Nouoi  ha«  already  ascertained,  as  to  be  quite 
beyond  her  present  means. 

"  19.  That,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  your  memorialist  has  determined  to  approach 
your  honorable  House,  Frederick  Sutton  being  a 
member  thereof,  on  behalf  of  Rora  Nonoi,  praying 
that  your  honorable  House  will  make  full  inquiry 
into  the  premises  herein,  and  will  see  fit  to  join  in 
a  humble  memorial  that  the  Crown  may  be  pleased 
to  prosecute  all  parties  who,  on  inquiry,  may 
appear  to  have  been  guilty  of  gross  fraud  upon 
the  deceased  aboriginal  chief  Paora  Nonoi;  and 
that  your  honorable  House  will  be  pleased  to  re- 
commend that  such  assistance  should  be  given  to 
Rora  Nonoi  as  may  enable  her  to  ascertain  and 
protect  her  surviving  interests  in  landed  estate  as 
to  your  honorable  House  may  seem  meet 

"  And  your  memorialist,  as  in  duty  bound,  will 
ever  pray. ,  "  Geohge  Davie." 

Honorable  members  would  be  able  to  gather 
from  the  statements  in  the  petition  that  Wor- 
gan would  be  an  important  witness,  and  that  he 
should  be  brought  before  the  Committee  to  state 
whether  such  a  deed  was  interpreted  by  him, 
whether  he  interpreted  it  rightly,  and  whetlier 
these  signatures  were  rightly  obtained.  If  the 
House  in  its  wisdom  refused  to  pass  the  motion, 
the  evidence  would  not  be  obtained,  and  the 
matter  would  remain  where  it  was.  He  was  not 
prepared  to  say  whether  the  House  would  take 
that  course ;  but  he  might  explain  that  he  had 
no  feeling  whatever  in  the  matter.  As  Chairman 
of  the  Committee,  he  had  acted  in  accordance 
with  parliamentary  practice  in  bringing  forward 
the  motion.  There  was  nothing  underhand  in  the 
matter,  and,  for  his  part,  he  cared  not  whether 
^he  House  agreed  to  the  motion  or  not.  He 
merely  desired  that  the  Committee  should  be 
placed  in  a  position  to  arrive  at  a  fair  and  im- 
partial decision. 

Mr.  MOORHOUSE  was  not  sorry  the  debate 
had  taken  place,  because  it  had  opened  out  the 
fact,  he  was  inclined  to  beUeve,  that  they  were 
Mr.  Mamlin 


really  a  tribunal  without  sufficient  authority  to 
issue  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  compelling  the  at- 
tendance of  a  witness  before  a  Committee.  He 
thought  it  was  his  duty  as  a  member  of  Parlia- 
ment to  tell  the  House  that,  as  he  was  advised  in 
law,  the  writs  of  that  honorable  House,  as  signed 
by  the  Speaker,  would  be  of  very  small  value 
indeed,  and  ho  availed  himself  of  the  privilege 
of  Parliament  to  state  that  if  a  writ  of  that  sort 
were  addressed  to  him  as  a  common  gaoler,  or  in 
any  other  capacity  in  which  the  writ  might  be 
supposed  to  have  effect,  he  would  have  very  Uttle 
hesitation  in  disobeying  the  order.  He  did  not 
now  speak  as  a  lawyer,  but  as  advised  in  law  in 
holding  that  view  of  the  case.  He  had  a  strong 
objection  to  obtruding  legal  opinions  upon  the 
House,  but  he  felt  seriously  that  the  time  had 
arrived  when  the  forms  and  procedure  of  the 
House  should  have  the  undoubted  sanction  of  the 
law — when  its  writ  should  run  supreme  over  all 
other  processes  whatever.  It  was  quite  time  that 
this  High  Court  of  Parliament  should  be  some- 
thing more  than  a  sham,  and  l>e  a  real  Court  of 
legal  jurisdiction.  He  confessed  that  his  sym- 
pathies were  with  those  honorable  gentlemen  who 
objected  to  the  action  of  tlie  Committee — who 
were  charged  specially  to  represent  the  House 
in  the  investigaticm  of  matters  referred  to  them 
— being  interfered  with  by  the  House  it«elf  or  by 
the  Government,  acting,  not  as.  a  Qt)vernment, 
but  as  leaders  of  the  House,  as  stated  by  the 
Premier.  He  might  say,  generally,  that  this 
House  ought  to  pay  the  very  greatest  respect  to 
all  communications  of  opinions  emanating  from 
that  bench.  Honorable  members  were  bound  to 
be  very  much  obliged  to  any  Government  who 
took  upon  themselves  the  very  high  responsibihty 
of  advising  and  leading  the  House,  because  they 
occupied  a  position  before  the  House  and  the 
country  that  brought  upou  them  an  amount  of 
labour  which  was  not  the  lot  of  private  members 
of  the  House.  But,  while  giving  the  honorable 
gentlemen  occupying  the  Government  benches 
Uie  greatest  possible  credit  for  indicating  their 
view  with  respect  to  the  proprieties  of  the  House, 
still,  on  principle,  he  thought  it  was  vnx)ng  that 
the  labours  of  a  Committee,  having  to  investigate 
ft  grievance,  and  which  was  relieving  the  House 
of  work,  should  be  interrupted  by  such  a  debate 
as  had  taken  place  on  the  previous  day  and  that 
day.  It  was  a  pity  to  degrade  those  gentlemen 
in  the  face  of  the  country  and  hurt  their  feehugs 
by  such  delays  as  this.  He  trusted  the  few  words 
he  had  very  reluctantly  spoken  on  this  matter 
would  be  remembered  by  His  Excellency's  Ad- 
visers, and  would  be  borne  in  mind  by  honorable 
gentlemen  who  had  the  interests  of  the  high 
tribunal  of  Parliament  at  heart,  and  that  before 
long  an  inquiry  would  be  instituted  to  ascertain 
whether  or  not  it  was  possible  to  make  the  writ 
of  the  Speaker  run  as  certainly  and  as  conclusively 
as  the  writ  of  the  Chief  Justice. 

Mr.  ORMOND  would  rather  not  have  said 
anything  upon  this  subject,  and  would  not  now 
speak  but  for  the  statement  made  by  two  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee,  he  also  being  a  member 
of  the  Committee.  The  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee, in  bringing  the  tubject  before  the  House, 
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led  the  House  to  nnderatand  that  the  Committee 
had  been  unaDiraous,  with  one  exception,  in  desir- 
ing that  this  witness  Worgan  should  be  brought 
down  to  give  oTidenoe.     Tliat  was  so  far  correct ; 
but  he  wished  to  guard  himself  against  being  sup- 
posed to  accede  to  the  course  the  Committee  was 
now  adopting.     The  honorable  member  for  Uoki- 
tika  (Mr.  Seddon)  also  told  the  House  that  a 
section  of  the  Committee  had  desired  that  the 
Committee  should  not  proceed  with  the  inyesti- 
gation  of  this  subject.    That  also  was  correct. 
There  was  a  section  of  the  Committee  who  took 
the  view  that,  considering  the  opening  of  the  case 
and  the  mode  of  procedure,  the  body  which  was 
hearing  the  caae  was  not  so  constituted  as  to  be 
a  fair  Court  to  hear  the  case  it  was  inrestigating. 
He  (Mr.  Ormond)  had  stated  that  yery  distinctly. 
He  said  before  the  Committee  that  his  opinion 
was,  that  the  Committee  was  so  constituted  as  to 
be  an  unfair  tribunal — that,  being  a  political  Com- 
mittee, it  was  au  unfair  tribunal.     For  that  rea- 
son he  was  Tery  strongly  of  opinion  that  such  a 
case  should  not  be  handed  orer  to  such  a  tribunal. 
Therefore  the  honorable  member  for  Hokitika 
was  not  right  in  saying  that  the  section  of  the 
Committee    who  objected  to   the    iuTostigation 
being  conducted  in  that  way  did  not  give  proper 
grounds  for  their  objection.     He  thought  also  the 
Chairman  rather  led  the  House  to  a  wrong  conclu- 
sion by  saying  tliat  the  Committee  was  unanimous 
on  the  subject.    The  honorable  gentleman  was 
technically  right  with  regard   to  this  particular 
person  being  sent  for,   but  what  he  said   con- 
veyed to  the  House  the  impression  that  the  Com- 
mittee was  unanimous  in  thinking  that  this  and 
other  witnesses  should  have  been  called  to  give 
evidence.     He  would  like  to  tell  the  House  how 
this  case  first  started,  and  iiow  it  went  on  in  the 
Committee ;  for  it  was  to  him  conclusive  evidence 
that  the  Committee  was  perfectly  unfit  to  deal 
with  the  question  it  was  investigating.     He  was  a 
pretty  regular  attendant  of  the  Committee,  and 
gave  all   the  time   he  could  to  it.    There  were 
many  other  members  belonging  to  it  who  only 
went  to  it  occasionally,   and  others  again  who 
only  attended  when  some  question  in  which  they 
were  specially  interested  was  under  consideratioti. 
In  that  way  the  Committee  was  often  peculiarly 
situated.     When  this  case  was  first  brought  before 
the  Committee  he  was  not  present,  as  he  hap- 
pened to  be  engaged  on  another  Committee,  and 
there  was  only  a  very  small  Committee  present. 
On  looking  at  the  records  he  found  that  the  first 
thing  done  was  that  the  petitioner — this  person 
Davie — the  Natire  woman,  and  two  other  Natives 
were  summoned  by  the  Committee,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  tlie  colony,  to  give  evidence.     The  prac- 
tice of  the  Committee  had  hitherto  been   that 
persons  petitioning  should  come  at  their  own  cost 
prepared  with  the  evidence  necessary  to  support 
the  allegations  of  the  petition  ;  but  in  this  case  a 
very  unusual  course  was  taken,  and  the  colony 
was  put  to  considerable  expense  in  bringing  down 
the  petitioners  and  witnesses  to  support  the  peti- 
tion.    On  the  next  occasion  on  which  the  petition 
came  before  the  Committee  he  moved  a  resolution 
to  the  effect  that  this  case  was  one  which  ought 
to  be  dealt  with  by  the  ordinary  Courts  of  the 


colony,  and  could  not  properly  and  fairly  be  dealt 
with  by  the  Committee  as  constituted.  That 
resolution  was,  he  thought,  supported  by  four 
members  of  the  Committee.  An  amendment 
was  moved — by  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames,  he  thought — that  the  Committee  should 
proceed  with  the  investigation  of  the  case.  A 
furtlier  discussion  of  the  matter  was  then  held ; 
aud  the  honorable  member  for  Waipa  was  wrong 
in  conveying  to  the  House  the  idea  that  the  Com- 
mittee came  unanimously  to  the  conclusion  that 
it  would  only  so  far  investigate  the  matter  as  to 
see  whether  there  were  primd  facie  grounds  for 
the  case,  and  also  whether  the  petitioner  was  in 
a  position  to  press  his  or  her  case  in  the  Courts  of 
the  colony.  When  the  section  of  the  Committee 
with  which  he  was  acting  failed  to  get  the  Com- 
mittee to  agree  that  the  case  was  not  one  which 
the  Committee  should  investigate,  they  then  en- 
deavoured to  so  direct  the  Committee  as  to  limit 
its  action,  first,  to  finding  out  if  there  was  a 
primd  facie  case  at  all,  and,  next,  whether  the 
man  or  woman  had  means  to  press  his  or  her  case 
in  the  Courts,  and,  if  not,  whether  it  would  be 
fair  to  provide  for  their  doing  so.  He  and  those 
acting  with  him  failed  there  again,  and  the  Com- 
mittee proceeded  with  the  investigation.  And 
those  proceedings,  so  far  as  they  had  gone,  clearly 
entitled  him  to  say  that  the  Committee  was  abso- 
lutely investigating  the  whole  case,  and  going  into 
all  the  evidence  they  could  get.  The  examination- 
in-chief  of  Mr.  Bees,  who  appeared  as  a  witness, 
and  who  was  solicitor  to  the  petitioner,  went 
into  everything  with  regard  to  the  case.  He  was 
very  strongly  of  opinion  that  the  House  was  not 
treating  such  a  case  fairly  when  it  removed  it 
from  the  Courts  of  the  colony  and  tried  it  in  a 
party  manner,  as  in  this  instance.  That  was  a 
very  wrong  proceeding,  and  he  was  glad  the  matter 
had  been  brought  forward,  so  that  the  House 
might  know  that  such  was  the  course  which  was 
being  taken.  There  were  two  persons — one  a 
member  of  the  House — who  had  been  charged 
with  criminal  action  in  this  case.  The  history 
of  the  case  had  been  given  to  the  House,  and 
the  statement  made  was  correct,  that  the  pro- 
ceedings were  stopped  in  the  Court  on  the 
ground  that  this  witness  Worgan  was  not  then 
forthcoming;  but  a  wrong  impression  was  left 
on  the  minds  of  honorable  members  as  to  Wor- 
gan's  evidence  not  being  obtainable  in  the  future. 
As  he  understood,  Worgan  could  not  go  and 
give  his  evidence  owing  to  the  Judge  refusing  to 
grant  permission,  on  the  groun4  that,  as  the  man 
waa  about  to  bo  tried  for  an  offence,  it  would  be 
unfair  to  him  as  a  prisoner  to  cause  him  to  go 
away  on  other  business  from  the  place  at  which 
he  was,  and  thus  take  from  him  the  time  necessary 
for  preparation  of  his  defence.  But  those  cir- 
cumstances had  now  passed  away,  and  there  was 
no  doubt  that  this  witness  could  now  be  brought 
before  the  Courts  of  the  colony.  So  that  there 
were  no  reasons  why  the  Courts  of  the  colony 
should  not  now  deal  with  this  case,  because 
the  sole  bar  to  this  person  giving  evidence 
had  been  taken  away.  He  had  now  stated  to 
the  House  the  main  points  in  this  case,  and 
he  might  add  that  there  was   not  before  the 
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Committee  any  eyidence  at  all  as  to  the  bona 
fides  of  the  case.  In  the  proceedings  before  the 
Committee  some  very  curious  disclosures  were 
made.  All  they  knew  was  this :  that  the  peti- 
tion came  from  a  person  of  the  name  of  Davie. 
Well,  there  had  been  some  question  aboat  this 
man's  character.  He  knew  very  little  of  him, 
except  by  name  ;  but  he  knew  that  in  the  part  of 
the  country  from  which  he  came  he  did  not  bear 
a  character  of  good  repute,  and  it  came  out  in  the 
inquiry  before  the  Committee  that  this  person 
was,  to  a  certain  extent,  in  the  employ  of  the  soli- 
citor who  was  advancing  the  case  on  behalf  of 
the  petitioner.  The  common  report  in  Hawke's 
Bay  was,  that  this  person  lived  by  connection 
with  what  was  there  known  as  the  Repudiation 
OiBce,  and  he  was  the  reputed  petitioner  in 
this  case.  He  did  not  know  whether  that  was 
BO  or  not;  but  it  came  out  in  the  exami- 
nation before  the  Committee  that  Davie  had 
within  the  last  two  jears  received  £300  from 
Mr.  Rees,  who  was  the  solicitor  to  the  petitioner 
in  this  case.  He  admitted  having  been  paid 
sums  to  that  amount.  Therefore  there  did 
appear  some  foundation  for  the  report,  which  was 
believed  certainly  at  Napier,  that  this  person  was 
in  the  employ  and  pay  of  the  Repudiation  Office. 
So  far,  then,  Davie  was  nominally  the  petitioner ; 
they  did  not  know  how  far  he  authorized,  or  was 
authorized  in,  making  this  application.  Then, 
with  regard  to  the  woman,  this  came  out  in 
the  examination  the  day  before  yesterday:  that 
when  the  criminal  prosecution  was  corantenced 
against  Mr.  Sutton  this  woman  did  withdraw  it, 
and  declare  that  she  had  never  authorized  it. 
And  then  this  further  curious  disclosure  was 
made :  tliat  this  woman  had  been  got  to  do  this 
by  being  taken  into  the  office  of  a  gentleman  who 
was  known  as  one  of  the  moat  respected  members 
of  his  profession  in  Nupier,  and  there,  in  his  pre- 
sence, in  the  presence  of  an  interpreter,  was 
tempted  by  money  put  upon  the  table  to  sign  this 
paper.  Now,  he  knew  the  soHcitor,  and  he  knew 
the  interpreter,  and  they  were  both  gentlemen  of 
high  character,  and  he  believed  tliat  statement  to 
be  absolutely  false  and  untrue.  Therefore,  peeing 
that  this  woman  had  on  one  occasion  admittedly 
withdrawn  her  proceedings,  and  declared  timt 
she  never  instigated  the  solicitor  professing*  to  be 
acting  for  her,  and  seeing  that  sl.o  was  now  one 
of  the  parties  addressing  the  House,  he  thought 
the  House  should  proceed  with  great  caution  in 
this  matter,  and  doubt  its  bona  fides.  He  very 
much  doubted  its  bona  fides,  and  until  these 
people  were  brought  down  to  Wellington,  and  it 
was  really  known  whether  they  had  authorized  the 
proceedings  or  not,  he  was  of  opinion  that  the 
whole  inquiry  was  going  beyond  its  proper  limit, 
and  that  they  should  at  any  i*ate  have  ascertained 
first  the  bona  fides  of  the  case.  He  did  not  want 
now  to  say  more  about  this  matter,  but  he  would 
like  to  test  the  opinion  of  the  House  upon  the 
question  of  whether  matters  of  this  kind,  which 
might  be  said  to  bo  under  the  consideration  of 
the  Courts  of  the  colony,  could  be  and  ought  to 
be  handed  over  to  political  bodies  such  as  tl>e 
Committees  of  the  House  to  be  dealt  with.  If 
they  proceeded  in  such  a  direction,  they  would  be 
Mr.  Ormond 


giving  opportunities  to  designing  persons  to  take 
advantage  of  others  to  a  most  unfair  and  disas- 
trous extent ;  and  if  they  once  let  in  oases  of  this 
kind — once  allowed  a  precedent  to  be  established 
— there  would  be  no  limit  to  the  unfairness  to 
private  persons  which  might  be  permitted.  He 
would  like  to  say  one  or  two  words  about  the 
constitution  of  the  Committee.  He  said,  with 
all  respect,  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  Native  Affairs 
Committ-ee  was  not  a  fairly -constituted  Com- 
mittee in  the  acceptation  of  the  term  between 
parties  in  this  House.  He  did  not  hesitate  to 
assert  that  he  could  go  into  that  Committee  and 
say  wliat  would  be  the  verdict  in  almost  any  case 
that  would  come  before  it.  Ho  regretted  to  have 
to  say  this,  but  he  did  say  it.  Its  past  proceed- 
ings hai  borne  this  out,  aAd  also  that  the  Com- 
mittee was  eminently  unfit  to  be  intrusted  with 
duties  such  as  had  devolved  upon  it  on  the 
present  occasion,  and  such  as  the  House  waa 
asked  to  continue  to  remit  to  it.  He  did  not 
exactly  know  what  the  motion  before  the  House 
was.  He  imderstood  it  was,  that  Worgan  be 
summoned.  He  voted  for  that  motion  in  the 
Committee  because  other  witnesses  had  been 
summoned ;  and,  as  the  Committee  was  going 
into  the  whole  matter,  he  did  not  for  a  moment 
desire  to  lend  any  assistance  towards  stopping 
full  inquiry ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  he  wished 
to  so  put  the  case  before  the  House  that  this 
inquiry  might  be  limited,  so  that  the  Committee 
might  not  be  made  use  of  for  getting  out  evidence 
which  might  be  afterwards  used  against  persons 
who  might  be  put  upon  their  trial  before  the 
Supreme  Court.  Tliat  was  one  thing  he  should 
like  to  get  done;  and  another  thing  he  should 
like  was  that  the  Committee  should  be  prohibited 
from  pursuing  this  matter  further  until  they  had 
ascertained  whether  thi^  case  was  bond  fide,  and 
properlv  authorized,  and  that  the  persons  who 
were  nlh  ged  to  have  petitioned  were  really  the 
persons  who  had  authorized  the  proceedings. 
He  should  like  to  move  a  motion  which  would 
give  effect  to  those  views ;  but  he  was  in  this 
difficult  position,  that  he  did  not  want  to  stop 
Worgan  being  brought  here,  while  at  the  same 
time  he  desired  to  take  such  action  as  would  test 
the  opinion  of  the  House  as  to  whether  this  Com- 
mittee should  be  allowed  to  go  on  in  a  course 
which  he  considered  eminently  unfair.  He  would 
be  glad  if  Mr.  Speaker  would  kindly  tell  hira  how 
to  shape  his  action,  in  order  to  test  the  opinion 
of  the  House  on  this  subject.  He  was  sure  the 
House  would  agree  that  it  was  a  proper  thing  to 
have  submitted  to  it,  and  it  must  be  brought  for- 
ward at  once,  before  the  matter  went  any  further. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said,  if  the  honorable  gentle- 
man wished  to  move  an  amendment  which  would 
not  supersede  the  original  motion,  his  better 
course  would  be  to  give  notice  of  a  motion  to 
instruct  the  Committee  in  the  direction  he  pro- 
posed. 

Mr.  ORMOND  asked  if  he  should  be  in  order 
in  moving  that  the  warrant  summoning  this  per- 
son before  the  Committee  bo  not  issued  until  the 
Committee  liad  reported  to  the  House  whether 
they  found  the  petition  to  be  bond  fide;  and  he 
would  also  add  that  it  be  an  instruction  to  the 
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Committee  to  limit  their  inquiry  to  ascertaining 
first  the  bona  fide*  of  the  petition,  and  next  the 
point  whether  the  person  had  the  means  for 
prosecuting  a  case.  If  in  order,  he  would  sub- 
mit a  resolution  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  such  an  amendment  would 
be  in  order. 

Mr.  OBMOND  would,  then,  more,  That  the 
Speaker's  warrant  do  not  issue  until  after  the 
Committee  has  reported  whether  thej  are  satis- 
fied that  the  petition  is  authorized  by  the  Natives 
eoncemed  ;  also,  that  it  be  an  instruction  to  the 
Committee  to  confine  the  inquiry,  until  after  re* 
porting  again  to  this  House,  to  ascertaining 
whether  the  petitioners  are  in  a  position  to 
prosecute  their  case  in  the  ordinary  Courts  of 
the  colony. 

Mr.  EIELLY  seconded  the  amendment.  No 
matter  what  course  the  Committee  adopted, 
whether  it  had  exceeded  its  functions  or  not,  the 
House,  he  thought,  would  be  bound  to  give  effect 
to  its  recommendations  that  witnesses  should 
be  produced.  That  was  one  point  in  the  case. 
Another  point,  and  one  which  was  of  more  im- 
portance, whether  they  issued  the  warrant  for 
this  person's  attendance  or  not,  was  this :  Should 
Committees  of  the  House  be  allowed  to  incur  any 
expense  they  thought  propter  in  summoning  wit- 
nesses from  different  parts  of  the  country,  without 
the  direct  authority  of  the  House  ?  He  thought 
that,  before  they  went  any  further  this  session, 
the  GoTemment  should  bring  down  a  resolution 
dealing  with  this  matter,  proriding  that  no  Com- 
mittee should  be  allowed  to  incur  any  expense 
whaterer  on  account  of  prirat^  petitions  except 
by  the  authority  of  Mr.  Speaker  or  a  resolution 
of  the  House ;  because,  if  the  expenses  of  wit- 
nesses were  to  be  paid  to  support  the  petitions 
of  persons  who  might  choose  to  petition  the 
House,  there  was  no  telling  what  expenditure 
would  bo  incurred  on  this  account.  The  question 
eoght  to  be  dealt  with  at  once.  As  to  whether  a 
witness  examined  by  a  Committee  could  be  com- 
pelled to  answer  questions  that  would  criminate 
himself,  that  was  decided  by  the  Privileges  Act 
of  1875.  That  Act  declared  that  such  witnesses 
had  all  the  immunities  of  witnesses  in  the  Su- 
preme Court ;  and,  if  in  the  Supreme  Court  a 
witness  thought  that  to  answer  a  question  would 
eriminate  himself,  he  might  decline  to  answer. 
Then,  if  the  House  did  not  know  whether  Worgan 
would  answer  the  questions  put  to  him,  what  was 
the  use  of  taking  any  further  trouble?  But,  as 
the  Committee  had  asked  to  have  the  prisoner 
brought  before  them,  the  House  ought  to  grant 
the  request,  because  no  obstruction  should  be  put 
in  the  way  of  getting  witnesses  to  substantiate 
statements. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR  thought  it  was  unfortu- 
nate that  it  was  within  the  ruling  of  Mr.  Speaker 
that  the  honorable  member  for  Clire  could  be 
allowed  to  make  statements  upon  evidence  and 
matters  which  hod  transpired  before  a  Committee 
of  the  House  on  a  case  not  yet  completed,  not  in 
explanation  of  his  own  conduct  or  his  own  vote. 
The  honorable  gentleman  had  placed  the  House 
in  an  unfortunate  position,  because,  although 
these  statements  were  put  forward  in  the  House, 


honorable  gentlemen  were  not  in  a  position  to 
know  whether  these  statements  were  true,  whether 
they  were  refuted,  or  in  what  direction  they 
might  be  explained  by  the  context  of  the  evidence 
if  it  were  before  the  House.  But  a  few  of  the 
statements  made  in  the  House,  of  his  own  know- 
ledge, were  not  in  accordance  with  fact.  It  had 
been  said  that  a  sum  of  £300  had  been  paid  to 
this  man  Davie  by  the  counsel  for  the  Natives 
concerned  in  these  cases. 

Mr.  ORMOND  hnd  not  said  that.  What  he 
had  said  was,  that  Mr.  Kees  had  stated  in  his  evi- 
dence that  a  sum  of  £300  had  been  paid  to  this 
man  by  him  in  connection  with  rarious  Native 
matters. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR  said  that  was  not  correct; 
it  was  not  even  in  accordance  with  the  evidence. 
The  fact  was,  the  payment  of  the  money  con- 
cerned had  nothing  to  do  with  Native  services,  so 
fnr  as  either  Mr.  Rees  or  his  office  was  concerned. 
The  money  was  paid  on  behalf  of  third  parties, 
but,  for  the  sake  of  convenience,  was  paid  through 
Mr.  Rees.  That  was  the  evidence  brought  for- 
ward ;  but,  as  their  labours  had  not  yet  concluded, 
the  Committee  would  no  doubt  feel  it  their  duty 
to  recall  the  witnesses,  and  ascertain  more  clearly 
the  actual  facts.  As  to  the  facts  alleged  in  the 
petition,  he  was  going  to  make  himself  responsible 
for  them.  He  considered  that  any  member  who 
presented  a  petition  should  satisfy  himself  of  the 
bonafidea  of  the  statements  ;  and  he  had  satis- 
fied himself  of  the  bona  fidet  of  the  statements 
before  he  present^  the  petition.  It  was  true,  as 
he  had  been  informed,  that  some  honorable  mem- 
bers of  the  House — among  them  the  honorable 
member  for  Bruce — had  been  exerting  their  in- 
tellects during  the  last  few  dajs  to  impress  upon 
his  (Mr.  De  Lautour's)  fellow-members  that  he 
was  an  articled  clerk  in  Mr.  Rees's  office,  and 
therefore  that  he  was  not  to  be  believed — that  his 
word  was  not  to  be  taken  in  regard  to  these  trans- 
actions. It  was  quite  true  that  Mr.  Rees  had 
been  good  enough  to  enable  him  to  endeavour  to 
enter  a  profession  in  which  his  friends  had  told 
him  he  might  possibly  be  useful ;  and  it  was  true 
that,  owing  to  the  restrictive  nature  of  the  bar- 
barous laws  which  existed  in  the  colony,  no  man, 
however  capable  he  might  be  thought  to  be  to 
take  a  position  in  that  profession,  could  do  so 
without  first  entering  articles.  The  ofier  that 
he  should  be  articled  came  with  perfect  kind- 
ness and  good -will  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Rees,  and 
the  arrangement  was  entered  into  with  honor 
both  on  his  part  and  on  that  of  the  late  honor- 
able member  for  Auckland  City  East.  There 
was  nothing  in  his  connection  with  Mr.  Rees  and 
his  office  of  which  he  had,  or  ever  should  have, 
any  occasion  to  be  ashamed.  But  the  position 
he  occupied  placed  him  in  possession  of  all  the 
facts  which  he  was  about  to  make  use  of  in 
regard  to  this  matter.  First,  he  would  say  that 
the  statement  that  Rora  Nonoi  withdrew  the 
charge  of  conspiracy  against  Frederick  Sutton 
and  George  Buckland  Worgan  was  not  tnie.  The 
case  came  on  in  its  ordinary  course  at  the  Napier 
Court.  It  had  been  adjourned  because  the  appli- 
cation for  the  habeas  corpus  was  pending  before 
the  Judges  in  Wellington.    That  apphcation,  as 
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the  Home  knew,  failed,  but  it  was  some  time 
before  the  Judges  could  go  into  it  fully,  and  it 
was  some  time  after  that  before  their  decision  on 
the  point  was  known.  He  did  not  think  that 
any  nonorable  member  was  justified  in  saying 
that  the  grounds  on  which  the  habeas  corpus  writ 
was  refused  were  confined  to  the  single  fact  that 
Worgan  was  awaiting  liis  trial.  That  was  one 
of  the  facts,  but  he  did  not  think  any  honorable 
member  had  a  right  to  say  that  the  judgment 
of  the  Supreme  Court  Judges  was  influenced  or 
decided  by  one  fact.  There  were  no  reasons  for 
that  assertion.  The  grounds  on  which  the  Judges 
decided  were  no  doubt  known  to  themselres,  but 
there  had  been  no  public  record  of  the  Judgment 
or  their  reasons  for  arriving  at  their  judgment, 
and  no  one,  although  the  House  had  had  a  state- 
ment from  the  honorable  member  for  Clire  that  a 
writ  of  habeas  corpus  could  now  be  taken  out, 
could  hare  any  justification  for  saying  that  the 
Judges  would  tliink  of  granting  it,  or  would  be 
bound  to  grant  it,  or  would  be  in  a  legal  position 
to  grant  it.  There  had  been  no  such  ruling  from 
the  Supreme  Court  Bench.  The  petition  asserted 
that  Bora  Nonoi  had  no  means  of  renewing  a 
prosecution  which  she  already  knew  to  be  so 
costly.  She  did  not  withdraw  the  information. 
It  was  adjourned  from  day  to  day,  awaiting  the  de- 
cision of  the  Judges,  and,  when  at  last  the  Judges 
decided  that  Worgan  could  not  be  produced,  the 
case  was  merely  called  on,  and  it  lapsed  for  want 
of  the  appearance  of  the  counsel  for  the  prosecu- 
trix, and  he  did  not  appear  because  it  was  not 
necessary  for  him  to  appear,  as  the  prosecution 
could  not  be  carried  on  in  the  absence  of  witnesses. 
He  (Mr.  De  Lautour)  was  in  Court,  but,  having 
no  legal  status,  could  say  nothing  before  the 
magistrate.  Mr.  Bees  was  in  Gisborne,  and 
would  have  come  down,  but  it  would  have  been 
useless.  However,  Bora  Nonoi  never  withdrew 
the  charge  for  conspiracy.  It  was  dismissed  by 
the  magistrate. 

Mr.  OBMOND  had  merely  stated  what  came 
out  in  evidence.  He  had  no  knowledge  of  the 
matter  himself. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUB  could  not  say  what  the 
evidence  was,  until  the  evidence  was  before  the 
House.  The  great  argument  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Clive  was  that,  where  a  case  was  once 
brought  before  the  cognizance  of  the  Courts  of 
the  colony,  it  should  not  be  brought  before  the 
House;  and,  as  a  rule,  he  (Mr.  De  Lautour) 
quite  agreed  with  the  principle.  There  could  be 
no  doubt  in  the  mind  of  any  honorable  mem- 
ber that  this  case  was  not  before  the  Court. 
Certainly  Bora  Nonoi  might  have  brought  her 
action  again  ;  and  he  was  justified  in  saying  this 
much :  that,  although  the  Natives  had  never  paid 
anything  yet  for  the  legal  services  rendered  to 
her,  although  she  had  no  means  of  paying  any- 
thing, her  counsel  would  a  second  time  have 
endeavoured  to  get  her  rights  vindicated  by  the 
prosecution  of  the  people  who  she  thought  had 
injured  her,  but  he  would  not  press  her  to  go  on, 
any  more  than  he  had. in  the  original  case  pressed 
her.  On  the  contrary,  the  prosecution  was  in 
the  original  case  kept  back,  and  he  (Mr.  De 
Lautou^  might  say,  further,  that  no  cases  of 
Mr,  De  Lautour 


criminal  informations  were  sworn  by  Natives 
in  connection  with  Mr.  Bees*s  office  without 
first  seeking  not  only  the  wishes  of  those  who 
were  concerned  in  the  information,  but  also  thoie 
of  the  chiefs  of  hapus — in  no  case  was  the  pro- 
secution entered  upon  simply  on  the  solicitor's 
own  will  or  idea.  On  the  other  hand,  neitiier 
was  there  reluctance  on  the  part  of  the  advisers, 
so  far  as  criminal  cases  were  concerned,  when  a 
prosecution  was  determiued  upon.  Now,  what 
were  the  special  circumstances  in  this  case  which 
rendered  it  an  exception  to  the  rule  which  he 
admitted,  that  cases  which  could  be  dealt  with  in 
the  Courts  of  law  should  not  be  imported  into  the 
House  ?  First  of  all,  this  was  a  matter  connected 
with  the  Natives ;  secondly,  all  ordinary  means 
had  been  exhausted;  and,  thirdly,  the  petition 
stated  that  the  insurmountable  difficulties  of  the 
law  had  prevented  it  being  gone  on  with.  These 
were  the  three  reasons.  Then  the  House  had 
heard  that  the  Committee  should  be  confined 
simply  to  inquiring  whether  the  petitioners  had 
the  means  of  prosecuting  the  case  or  not.  He 
held  that,  when  a  petition  came  to  the  House 
and  stated  that,  from  the  insurmountable  diffi- 
culties of  the  law,  it  was  impossible  for  the  peti- 
tioners to  get  justice,  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
House  and  of  oJl  its  Committees  to  inquire  why 
these  difficulties  were  allowed  to  exist,  and  to 
take  steps  to  remove  them  from  the  Statute 
Book.  With  regard  to  the  petitioners  being 
Natives,  the  difficulty  was  this ;  and  it  must  be 
faced  by  the  House  and  the  country  if  ever  a 
settlement  of  these  Native  difficulties  was  to 
be  accomplished:  The  Natives  could  not  get 
lawyers  to  take  up  their  cases  for  them.  The 
Natives  were  not  in  a  position  to  pay  counsel. 
Natives  had  large  possessions :  they  had  land,  but 
no  cash ;  they  had  no  means  whatever  to  pay  for 
the  advice  which  they  must  have  if  they  were  to 
go  to  the  law-courts.  As  the  honorable  member 
for  Ashley  had  said,  lawyers  liked  their  fees; 
and  for  that  reason  alone  the  lawyers  would 
not  touch  Maori  cases  if  they  could  help  it. 
Neither  would  a  lawyer  who  had  a  good  con- 
veyancing business  as  well  as  a  Court  busi- 
ness undertake  Native  cases,  because  doing  so 
damaged  his  European  business.  He  did  not 
know  a  single  firm  of  long  standing  south  of 
Auckland  that  would  take  Native  cases,  except 
one  in  this  city — that  of  Izard  and  Bell.  There 
might  be  others,  but  he  did  not  know  that  there 
were.  Lawyers  would  not  take  those  cases ;  and 
not  only  that,  but  they  would  not  assist  to  any 
great  extent  their  professional  brethren  who 
had  those  cases  in  hand.  To  prove  this,  and 
state  what  was  a  fact,  he  must  allude  to  another 
case  which  was  also  prosecuted  by  the  counsel 
for  the  petitioner.  That  was  the  case  which 
had  created  some  stir  in  another  Chamber. 
When  the  case  was  put  down  for  hearing  before 
the  Besident  Magistrate  in  Wellington,  it  was 
necessary  that  some  counsel  should  appear  in 
order  to  ask  for  a  formal  adjournment,  the  pro- 
secutor being  detained  by  floods  at  GKsborne. 
The  Crown  Prosecutor,  Mr.  Bell,  had  to  advise 
counsel  that,  being  Crown  Prosecutor,  he  did  not 
see  that  he  could  take  any  further  steps  in  the 
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matter.  He  waa  then  asked  to  see  BOtne  profes- 
•ional  man  in  Wellington  who  would  make  this 
formal  appearance  bi^ore  the  Betident  Magis* 
trate  and  ask  for  an  adjournment,  which  could 
not  be  refused.  What  was  the  answer  from  the 
central  citj  of  New  Zealand,  where  they  might 
think  there  was  a  professional  staff  readj  at  anj 
emergency  for  any  business  that  might  turn  up  P 
The  answer  was  that,  unless  £25  were  sent  up  dj 
telegram,  no  professional  man  would  appear:  and 
then  onlj  one  would  appear.  Onlj  one  profes- 
sional man  in  Wellington  would  run  the  risk  of 
the  contamination  of  coming  into  contact  with  a 
Natire  case  so  far  as  to  ask  for  a  formal  adjourn- 
ment,  and  then  only  if  paid  £25.  He  (Mr.  De 
Lautour)  wired  that  £25,  and  the  appearance  was 
made.  In  the  face  of  these  facts,  to  say  that 
the  Natires  should  go  to  the  judicial  Courts, 
that  thej  had  their  remedy  there,  was  mocking 
them.  They  had  no  Bar  yet  that  would  take  up 
Natire  cases  and  prosecute  them  in  the  interests 
of  the  Natires.  The  Bar  could  not  afford  to  do  it  if 
they  had  any  business  with  European  clients,  and 
there  was  no  advice  possible  for  Natires  in  the 
Supreme  Court.  There  might  be  a  few  instances, 
but  the  House  would  find  that  counsel  who  under- 
took Natire  cases,  except  on  special  retainer  for 
legal  argument,  did  so  either  because  they  were 
actuated  by  a  wish  to  see  justice  done  to  the 
Natires,  or  because  for  the  time  beinff  they  had 
no  fixed  business.  It  was  impossible  for  men  in 
those  circumstances,  with  the  innumerable  diffi- 
culties that  occurred  in  the  Courts  in  connection 
with  Natire  title,  to  carry  on  cases  for  a  succes- 
eion  of  years  with  any  success,  when  they  were 
not  able  to  reap  the  ordinary  emoluments  which 
the  profession  expect.  There  was  another  con- 
sideration which  the  House  should  bear  in  mind 
in  regard  to  this  being  a  matter  in  which  Natires 
are  seeking  justice.  It  was  the  first  function  of 
this  Parliament  to  protect  the  aboriginal  Inhabi- 
tante  of  the  colony  against  injustice.  That  was 
a  function  they  shoidd  be  particularly  jealous 
to  exereise,  because  they,  as  a  Parliament,  had 
always  been  looked  upon  with  suspicion  in  the 
exercise  of  that  function.  It  had  always  been  a 
cardinal  feature  in  the  instructions  to  Goremors 
that  they  were  to  watch  them — that  they  were  to 
giro  aseent  to  no  laws  which  would  in  any  way 
inflict  injustice  upon  the  Natires  of  the  colony. 
Therefore,  as  a  Parliament,  they  ought  to  take 
special  care  that  they  gare  no  ground  of  colour 
to  the  suspicion  which  was  born  of  the  knowledge 
that  men  always  acted  for  their  own  interests, 
and  which  was  justified  br  that  knowledge.  They 
should  be  particularly  jealous  to  prore  that  in  the 
case  of  New  Zealand  it  was  unfounded — that  the 
people  of  New  Zealand  threugh  their  European 
representatires  would  allow  nothing  which  would 
in  any  way  gire  ground  for  saying  that  they,  as 
Europeans,  would  legislate  in  their  own  interests, 
and  refuse  justice  m  the  case  of  their  Native 
fellow-subjects.  He  would  like  to  hare  heard 
before  this,  from  a  member  of  the  Government, 
that  they  did  not  wish  for  any  more  reasons. 
He  said  yesterday,  when  this  matter  cropped  up, 
that  he  thought  they  should  not  be  put  into  the 
position  here  of  baring  to  state  before  the  House 
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a  case  on  its  trial  in  order  to  give  the  Govern- 
ment sufficient  reasons  to  order  that  Worgan  be 
brought  up.  But  they  were  met  to-day  witii 
opposition  from  the  leaden  of  the  House,  who 
said  they  must  hare  reasons.  They  drore  those 
who  took  the  Natires'  side  iu  this  matter  into  a 
position  from  which  ther  could  not  escape,  and 
made  them  state — imper/ectly  as  they  were  able  to 
do  on  the  spur  of  the  moment — the  grounds  upon 
which  this  inquiry  was  justified,  and  upon  which 
this  man's  evidence  should  be  produced.  He  had 
no  wish  to  be  driven  into  that  position,  and  he 
did  not  wish  to  be  driven  into  it  now.  If  honor- 
able members  on  the  Gk>remment  benches  would 
withdraw  their  opposition  to  the  order  for  the 
witness  to  be  produced 

Mr.  B0LLE8T0N.— We  nerei:  opposed  it. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR.— The  Premier,  as  leader 
of  the  House,  said  he  must  adriso  the  House  not 
to  consent  until  reasons  were  given.  He  could 
not  tell  whether  the  honorable  gentleman  was 
now  satisfied   that   sufficient  reasons  had  been 

S'ren.  If  the  Goremment  were  satisfied  that  the 
hairman  of  the  Committee  had  giren  sufficient 
reasons  why  his  request  should  be  complied  with, 
he  (Mr.  De  Lautour)  did  not  want  to  go  further ; 
but,  if  the  Goremment  was  not  of  that  opinion, 
he  must  go  further. 

Mr.  HALL  would  point  out  that  another  ques- 
tion had  arisen  since.  The  reasons  given  by  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  did  appear  to'  him 
sufficient  to  authorize  the  production  of  the  eri- 
dence ;  but  now  a  further  question  had  arisen  in 
the  amendment  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Olire,  which  would  hare  to  be  considered. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR  had  no  altematire.  Tlie 
obvious  effect  of  the  amendment  of  the  honomble 
member  for  Clive  was  to  prevent  this  inquiry. 
The  honorable  member  mored,  he  rentured  to 
say,  with  that  intention.  Of  course  it  was  a 
matter  of  fair  fight.  The  honorable  member  for 
Clire  had  alwap  been  identified  with  the  defence 
of  Natire  actions,  and,  naturally  enough,  was 
anxious  that  this  question  should  not  be  inquired 
into.  First  of  all,  the  honorable  member  wanted 
to  be  satisfied  whether  the  Natires  authorized  the 
petition.  He  (Mr.  De  Lautour)  said,  as  a  member 
of  the  House,  that  the  petition  was  authorized. 
The  honorable  members  main  object  was  to 
gain  time,  and  find  out  whether  this  matter  was 
bond  fide.  Now,  it  had  been  his  (Mr.  De  Lau- 
tour's)  duty  to  sift  the  eridence  which  would 
be  tendered  before  the  Committee.  He  was 
hampered  in  the  matter  by  no  instructions  of 
any  kind.  He  had  simply  to  obtain  the  attend- 
ance of  Natires  in  Napier,  aud  of  George  Darie, 
before  the  case  came  on  at  the  instigation  of  the 
prosecution,  and  before  he  allowed  them  to  sign 
the  authorities  to  prosecute.  It  was  his  duty  to 
sift  their  eridence,  to  try  to  find  out  whether  it 
was  true,  whether  it  was  inconsistent,  whether  it 
was  prompted  by  malice,  or,  in  any  way  that 
he  could,  to  spring  weak  spots  in  it,  to  prevent 
them  taking  a  bad  case  into  Court.  He  had  be- 
fore him,  with  the  assistance  of  intrrpretere,  Rora 
Nonoi,  her  sister,  and  others,  and  subsequently 
Nikera,  who  was  brought  from  Woiroa  on  purpose 
to  have  his  eridence  taken.     Of  course  lie  liad 
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George  Darie  oonstantlj  before  him,  although 
ho  might  saj  it  was  not  true  that  G-eorge  Dayie 
was  ever  employed  in  Mr.  Rees's  oflSce.  He  was 
not  in  Mr.  Rees's  oflSce.  The  honorable  member 
for  Bruce  repeated  that  ho  got  £300.  He  did 
not  get  it  for  any  services  connected  with  Mr. 
Bees,  or  his  office.  If  the  honorable  member  for 
Bruce  wished  to  know  private  business,  he  would 
not  get  it  from  him.  He  had  already  suggested 
that  Mr.  Bees  himself  could  be  further  ex* 
amined  on  the  point  before  the  Committee. 

Mr.  MUBRAY.— Sir 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOTJB  said  the  honorable  gentle- 
man could  speak  afterwards.  He  gave  way  to 
eentlemen  who  conducted  themselves  to  him 
honorably  —  not  to  others.  He  had  sifted  all 
this  evidence  carefully,  and  his  drafts  of  it  were 
in  existence  at  Napier,  and  could  be  found  here- 
after, to  test  whether  what  he  was  raying  was 
correct  or  not.  It  was  a  question  which  came 
before  him  with  a  peculiar  interest.  He  went 
to  the  Korth  determined,  as  far  as  he  was  able 
and  so  long  as  duty  compelled  him  to  remain 
there,  to  find  out  whether  it  was  really  true,  as 
had  been  alleged  in  that  House  over  and  over 
again,  that  there  had  been  fraudulent  transac- 
tions in  Hawke's  Bay,  and  grievous  wrongs  per- 
petrated upon  its  Native  inhabitants.  This  case 
Sculiarly  enabled  him  to  focus  that  inquiry. 
ere  they  had  a  specific  cose,  with  any  amount 
of  witnesses  and  a  document  in  support  of  the 
evidence.  What  did  he  find?  He  found  that 
the  evidence,  mainly  as  set  out  in  the  petition, 
was  supported  by  Bora  Nonoi,  by  her  sister,  and 
by  Nikera,  and  by  others  whose  names  he  forgot. 
There  was  no  doubt  about  the  agreement  of  the 
witnesses  prior  to  the  information  at  Napier, 
who  were  put  through  the  moat  crucial  examina- 
tion which  could  be  made  in  a  lawyer's  office, 
with  the  view  of  disclosing  for  the  informa- 
tion of  counsel  the  weak  points  which  existed, 
if  there  were  any,  in  their  story,  and  whether 
their  story  was  credible  or  not.  George  Davie 
was  the  first  witness  in  the  case.  Ho  was  con- 
nected with  Paul  Nonoi  to  a  very  large  extent. 
Although  the  honorable  member  for  Olive  had  a 
perfect  right,  as  a  public  man  of  long  standing,  to 
question  the  character  of  George  Davie  or  any 
other  man  in  a  sphere  beneath  him,  yet  he  had 
no  right  to  ask  the  House  to  beheve  that  any  man, 
whatever  his  position,  was  not  an  honorable  man, 
and  that  hie  character  was  not  deserving  of  some 
protection,  even  though  he  was  not  in  the  same 
sphere  of  life  as  the  honorable  member.  He 
did  not  think  it  was  a  fair  thing  for  an  honorable 
member  to  sny  that  it  was  well  known  that  So- 
and-so  was  not  a  respectable  man,  and  that  cer- 
tain other  partic<i  whom  he  knew  were  respectable 
men.  They  were  not  judges  of  the  respectability 
of  men:  men  were  judged  by  the  respectability 
of  their  acts  ;  and  he  would  prefer  the  word  of 
George  Davie  to  the  word  of  a  man  who  gave  a 
bribe  of  £1,000  to  a  Native.  So  far  as  he  had 
seen,  George  Davie  was  a  man  of  good  character, 
and  the  greatest  blemish  upon  his  reputation  was 
the  fact  that  he  was  connected  with  Mr.  Kinross 
in  a  very  disreputable  transaction.  That  was, 
that  Mr.  Kinross  used  Davie  as  a  means  of 
J£r,  De  Lautour 


getting  orders  out  of  certain  Natives  in  order 
that  Davie  might  receive  accounts  which  he 
otherwise  might  not  receive— by  obtaining  orders 
for  Kinross  purporting  to  bo  purchase- money  on 
blocks  which  Kinross  wished  to  buy,  and  which 
he  subsequently  purchased.  Although  be  (Mr. 
De  Lautour)  admitted  that  that  was  disreputable, 
yet  his  judgment  might  be  wrong,  because  Kin- 
ross was  a  most  re»pectable  man  in  Hawke*8 
Bay,  and  for  many  years  past  had  been  an  elder 
of  the  Church.  Davie's  evidence  was  quite  clear. 
He  was  informed,  knowing  Paul  Nonoi  intimately, 
that  on  a  certain  night  an  efibrt.  was  made  to 
obtain  Paul  Nonoi*s  signature  to  a  conveyance 
of  land.  Davie  had  a  publichouse  on  the  road 
leading  to  where  Paul  Nonoi  lived.  Davie  was 
not  in  bed  when,  about  twelve  o'clock  at  night,  a 
buggy  drove  by  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  road. 
By  means  of  the  lights  in  the  vehicle  he  saw 
Mr.  Sutton  and  Mr.  Worgan. 

Mr.  SUTTON.— That  is  not  true. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOTJB  was  not  referring  to  the 
honorable  member;  he  was  referring  to  Mr. 
Frederick  Sutton,  who  had  been  petitioned 
against.  He  should  not  feel  justified  in  refer- 
ring to  an  honorable  member.  He  knew  nothing 
of  the  member  for  Napier  in  this  transaction.  He 
was  not  venturing  to  state  that  Davie's  evidence 
was  true;  ho  was  merely  stating  what  bis  evi- 
dence was.  Davie  stated  that  the  buggy  and  pair 
passed  on  to  Paul  Nonoi's  whiEtre  or  residence, 
some  distance  from  the  hotel.  Davie,  of  course, 
knew  nothing  further  personally  as  to  what  oc- 
curred that  night ;  but  at  daylight,  being  anxious 
about  Paul  Nonoi's  matters,  knowing  that  it  was 
reported  an  attempt  would  be  made  to  get  him 
to  sign  a  conveyance,  knowing  that  he  had  a 
power  of  attorney  to  act  for  Paul  in  these  mat- 
ters, and  must  have  reached  a  point  of  great  con- 
fidence in  Paul's  mind — the  power  of  attorney 
was  in  his  (Mr.  De  Lautour  s)  possession  now 
—  Davie  at  daybreak  went  up  to  where  Paul 
lived.  Paul  produced  a  paper — a  cheque  for 
£5 — and  five  notes.  Davie  looked  at  it,  and 
said,  "Why,  Paul,  you  have  sold  your  land." 
Paul  said,  "  No ;  I  have  done  no  such  thing." 
Paul  gave  him  the  paper,  and  Davie  ad- 
vised him  not  to  cash  the  cheque.  He  (Mr. 
De  Lautour)  did  not  know  what  became  of  the 
cheque :  it  might  be  traced  yet,  although  he 
believed  that  the  banks  destroyed  the  cheques 
after  a  certain  time  ;  but  it  was  not  forthcommg. 
Davie's  advice  vros  not  to  cash  the  cheque,  to 
send  the  notes  back,  and  give  him  the  paper. 
Paul  gare  him  the  paper,  and  Davie  put  his 
name  on  it,  to  identify  it.  He  (Mr.  De  Lautour) 
had  that  paper  in  his  possession  now.  It  was 
worded  thus : — 

"  In  consideration  of  Paora  Nonoi  having  exe- 
cuted a  conveyance  of  Awa-te-Atua  Block,  I 
agree  to  a  reserve  of  350  acres  beiug  made. 
"F.  Sutton, 

"  Geo.  Davie."  "  Slst  Aug.,  1870. 

That  was  the  original  paper,  a  copy  of  which 
was  contained  in  the  petition.  The  person  peti- 
tioned against  Would  hear  more  of  this  paper 
before  he  was  done  with  it.  He  had  confined 
himself  to  the  statement  in  Davie's  eridence. 
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Kow,  what  was  tbo  statement  of  the  other  Trit- 
nesses  P  Davie  did  not  know  what  transpired  at 
the  wbare.  Bora  Nouoi  stated  that  about  one 
o'clock  —  the  time,  of  course,  could  nofc  be  ex- 
actlj  particularized,  but  about  that  time — the  occu- 
pants of  the  buggjr  arrived  at  the  whare  where 
Paul  was.  Paul  was  lying  very  ill ;  for  some 
time  it  was  expected  he  would  not  lire  long.  It 
was  well  known  that  when  Natives  turned  round 
the  corner  •between  health  and  sickness  they 
dropped  into  their  graves  with  a  rapidity  un- 
known to  Europeans.  Paul  was  lying  very  ill,  »nd 
did  not  live  many  niontlis  afterwards.  The  inter- 
viewers at  that  midnight  hour  were  anxious  to 
see  him.  Some  of  the  Maoris  had  been  stopping 
up  in  the  room  playing  cards,  and  others  were 
lying  ou  the  floor,  as  was  the  custom  with  Na- 
tives. The  Natives  naturally  wanted  to  know 
what  this  visit  meant.  A  conveyance  was  taken 
to  Paul,  and  he  was  asked  to  sign  this  conveyance 
for  his  interest  in  the  block  of  land.  Bora,  her 
sister,  and  Nikera  would  prove  that  that  occurred. 
They  would  further  prove  that  Paul  became 
veiy  anery.  No  doubt  they  would  be  able  to 
repeat  the  particular  words  used,  and  he  would 
not  renture  any  description  of  them  at  second- 
hand. The  result  was,  that  Paul  rose  in  his 
bed  xery  angry,  and  went  from  the  place  where 
they  were  standing  to  another  part  of  the  house, 
where  he  might  be  allowed  to  lie  down.  The 
itory  is  told  that  spirits  were  brought  out  and 
served  to  some  of  these  young  girls.  Bora  was 
then  about  fifteen  years  of  age.  He  could  not 
tell  exactly  what  the  ages  of  the  other  young 
girls  were.  Spirits  were  serred  to  them*,  and 
they  were  askca  to  use  their  influence  with  Paul 
to  get  the  document  signed.  The  idea  of  the 
girls  was  that  they  could  sign.  They  said, 
"Oh!  lot  us  sign.  Give  us  some  of  the  spirits 
and  we  will  sign."  They  had  no  interest  in 
the  land — they  were  not  in  the  grant.  There 
was  no  object  in  getting  Bora  Nonoi's  signature 
to  the  conveyance :  she  was  under  age.  The 
evidence  went  on  to  state  that  they  never  went 
near  Paul  again  that  night.  Bora  followed  them 
out.  They  gave  the  cheque  and  the  notes  to  her. 
She  gave  them  to  her  mother,  who  gave  them  to 
Paul.  So  far  as  the  story  went,  it  seemed  to  him 
that  the  paper  was  promiscuously  left  behind. 
Certainly  Davie's  evidence  was  clear  that  he  got 
it  in  the  morning.  There  was  no  evidence  to 
show  that  the  conveyance  was  signed  before  that 
night  by  Paul.  If  it  had  been,  they  would 
not  have  asked  him  to  sign  it.  The  paper  was 
specific  in  its  terms.  It  stated  that,  in  con- 
sideration of  this  document  being  executed,  Fre- 
derick Sutton  agreed  to  reserve  350  acres  in 
the  block.  The  question  would  naturally  be 
asked  why  thid  paper  was  left  behind.  He  had 
theories  on  this  point,  but  he  would  not  trouble 
the  liouBe  with  them.  Certainly  the  reserve  was 
never  in  the  deed,  as  that  instrument  would 
show.  Paul  died  very  shortly  afterwards,  and 
after  his  death  the  deed  was  transferred  to  Watt, 
who  now  had  it. 

Mr.  SUTTON.— No. 

Mr.  DB  LAUTOUB  did  not  say  by  whom 
th^  deed  was  transferred ;  the  person  accused 


could  produce  evidence  on  that  point.  He  was 
not  referring  to  the  honorable  member  for  Napier 
(Mr.  Sutton)  ;  he  did  not  know  the  honorable 
member  for  Napier  in  this  matter  at  all.  The 
conveyance  was  transferred  to  Watt  Brothers. 
Watt  was  now  dead,  and  the  property  was  in  the 
hands  of  executors ;  and,  so  far  as  the  land  went, 
it  would  be  very  ditficult  in  any  way  to  shake  the 
title.  Although  it  was  not  a  material  point,  the 
title  was  arranged  in  Watt's  time  by  the  payment 
of  a  very  large  sum  of  money ;  so  that  the  title 
was  actually  good  at  the  present  day — as  good 
as  any  Crown  grant.  Bora  Nonoi  and  her  sister 
agreed  in  these  facts.  There  was  a  further  ftict 
with  regard  to  the  attestation  of  Paul  Nonoi's 
signature.  It  was  a  curious  fact  that  Paul  Nonoi's 
signature  was  not  attested  by  himself.  The  at- 
testation was  to  tho  joint  signatures  of  Bora 
Nonoi  and  Paul  Nonoi.  That  was  a  most  un- 
usual thing.  If  Paul  Nonoi  had  signed  that 
document  in  the  ordinary  course,  the  attestation 
of  his  si^ature  would  have  been  isolated  and 
complete  in  itself.  The  name  of  Bora  Nonoi,  who 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  deed,  no  right  of  pro- 
perty in  the  deed,  was  put  in  as  signing  with  Paul 
Nonoi  in  the  presence  of  Nikera.  His  theory  had 
been  that  no  doubt  Bora  Nonoi  siened  the  deed. 
It  was  true  she  would  not  admit  liavine  signed 
it.  He  did  not  l>elieve  she  would  admit  it  before 
a  Committee  of  this  House.  He  belieyed  she  did 
sign  it,  and  that  Nikera  had  witnessed  the  signa- 
ture. The  Committee  would  find  out  that  there 
were  good  reasons  for  not  making  any  admission 
in  regard  to  the  signing  of  the  deed.  Now,  what 
was  the  process  in  regard  to  these  signatures? 
That  was  a  question  which  the  House  should 
look  into  apart  from  the  special  question.  He 
did  not  believe  that  in  half  the  cases  where  there 
had  been  undoubted  forgerr  of  Native  names 
it  had  occurred  deliberately  in  the  first  in- 
stance. Forgery  in  regard  to  names  on  Native 
titles  did  not  occur  in  the  premeditated  way  in 
which  a  European  would  forge  a  cheque.  It 
arose  in  this  way,  owing  undoubtedly  to  the 
facilities  tho  law  used  to  give :  It  was  quite 
competent  for  persons  who  wished  to  get  signa- 
tures to  any  deed  to  isolate  tho  signatories.  If 
tliey  could  not  write,  it  was  quite  competent  for 
a  European  or  interpreter  to  write  in  the  names. 
Well,  that  had  often  been  done,  he  believed, 
before  the  parties  had  been  asked  to  sign  at  alL 
In  such  cases  that  did  not  become  forgery  until 
actual  benefit  was  taken  by  virtue  of  tbo  signa- 
ture. Every  e£fort  was  made  to  induce  those 
Natives  who  could  not  write  to  sign  in  some  way 
after  the  names  were  written.  If  they  only  ap- 
proached the  pen,  it  was  claimed  as  a  signature ; 
and,  under  such  a  system  of  allowing  signatures 
to  be  ohLained,  no  doubt  an  immense  tempta- 
tion had  been  offbred  to  Europeans  and  inter- 
preters to  register  conveyances  without  tlie  sig- 
natures having  been  written  by  the  grantors,  but 
with  the  intention  of  their  being  confirmed  by  the 
grantors,  although  they  had  never  been  so  con- 
tirmed.  The  mere  approach  to  the  pen,  or  a  half- 
given  hand  to  tho  pressure  put  upon  it,  had  often 
been  taken  as  an  actual  signature  ;  and  he  had  no 
doubt  in  his  own  mind  that  one-half  of  these  Cfues 
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bad  arisen  in  that  waj.  He  did  not  saj  that  anj 
respectable  practitioner  would  indulge  in  such  a 
practice  ;  but  these  signatures  were  not  obtained 
by  legal  men.  There  were  a  class  of  men  always 
meddling  with  the  Natives  in  the  interests  of  those 
who  wished  to  get  the  land,  who  travelled  about, 
visiting  this  pa  and  that,  getting  these  people 
to  sign,  or  to  giro  assent  to  signed  documents 
which  had  never  been  interpret^,  and  which  in 
many  cases  had  been  misrepresented  to  them. 
Tliere  was  a  case  now  before  the  House — he  did 
not  know  whether  it  had  been  inquired  into  or 
not  —  a  case  which  had  also  been  before  another 
branch  of  the  Legislature,  and  was  now  before 
them — in  which  the  evidence  was,  that  signatures 
were  obtained  from  Maoris  under  the  pretext 
and  story  that  the  conveyances  were  not  con- 
veyances, but  mortgages,  not  of  freeholds,  but 
of  the  rents  which  tney  thought  they  had  a 
right  to.  In  that  case  it  would  be  found  on 
inquiry  that  such  facts  existed.  There  had 
been  an  immense  temptation,  not  to  get  one 
signature  only,  but  ten  or  more  j  and,  if  such 
an  irregularity  were  allowed  to  continue,  it  was 
impossible  to  sav  what  amount  of  fraud  might 
not  be  committea.  He  did  not  wish  to  trace  that 
through  now.  But,  with  regard  to  going  to  judi- 
cial Court<s,  the  Maoris  were  blocked  in  the  Civil 
Courts.  Judge  after  Judge  had  ruled  that  these 
suits  could  not  be  brought  to  complete  issue,  be' 
cau^e  of  the  difficulty  in  the  way  of  individual- 
izing rights  in  the  Crown  grants  as  well  as  in 
the  title.  The  law  actually  blocked  the  Maoris 
wherever  these  cases  occurred,  and,  when  it  was 
attempted  to  get  a  case  at  issue,  invariably  a  legal 
difficulty  of  a  technical  character  cropped  up, 
and  prevented  the  Maoris  from  getting  justice. 
It  had  been  well  known  to  that  House  that  for 
several  years  past  these  civil  suits  in  Uawke's 
Bay  had  been  pending.  He  was  not  there  to  sav 
they  had  been  prosecuted  with  that  diligence  witn 
which  they  might  have  been,  but  the  fact  re- 
mained that  these  suits  could  not  be  got  into  a 
Court  of  justice  to  this  day ;  and  be  hoped  the 
House  would  recognize  that  sufficiently  to  agree 
to  the  passing  of  the  Lawsuits  Bill  now  before 
the  House,  or  some  other  Bill  of  the  kind,  which 
would  give  the  best  Judges  in  th^  land  the  right 
and  power  to  deal  with  these  questions  of  title  on 
their  merits,  and  adjudge  between  the  parties 
concerned,  instead  of  blocking  the  aboriginal 
inhabitants  of  the  country  from  obtaining  justice 
bv  the  technicalities  or  the  badness  of  our  laws. 
"For  defects  had  arisen  from  the  laws  which  we 
ourselves  had  made.  There  was  no  doubt  about 
that.  If  our  law  was  imperfect  it  was  not  the 
fault  of  the  Natives.  Why,  therefore,  should 
they  be  made  to  suffer  from  such  defects?  The 
Natives  were  prepared  to  abide  by  our  laws ; 
but  our  laws  were  so  imperfect,  so  full  of  de- 
fects, so  incomplete,  that  no  civil  suit  could  be 
brought  to  issue  to  this  day ;  and  if  honorable 
members  traced  the  reports  of  the  law-courts 
they  would  find  that  hardly  a  single  case  had 
been  brought  to  issue.  Legal  points  were  raised 
and  decided  on,  but  the  main  fact«  had  not  in 
any  one  case  been  decided  in  the  Courts  of  jus- 
tice of  this  colony.  If  the  House  accepted  the 
Mr,  De  Lautouf 


invitation  of  the  honorable  member  for  CUre  to 
throw  these  Natives  upon  the  judicial  Courts  of 
the  colony,  as  he  said  at  the  outset,  tliat  was 
mocking  them.  There  was  no  justice  in  our 
Courts,  under  the  laws  that  exist,  possible  for  the 
Maori  inhabitants  of  this  colony.  He  said  it 
unhesitatingly,  that  no  justice  was  possible  for 
them  under  our  laws  as  they  exist.  If  that 
justice  were  possible,  they  had  not  the  oppor- 
tunity in  many  cases  of  obtaining  ample  legal 
advice.  These  facts  constituted  exceptional  cir- 
cumstances so  grave  that  he  thought  the  House 
should  interpose  no  obstacle  in  allowing  the  Com- 
mittee  the  fullest  opportunity  to  investigate  into 
this  special  ease,  by  bringing  Worain  here.  It 
had  been  said  repeatedly  that  the  difference  was 
only  that  the  man  was  in  gaol  and  other  wit- 
nesses were  not.  That  difference,  however,  ren- 
dered it  necessary  for  the  Speaker's  warrant  to 
issue  ;  and,  in  spite  of  what  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Ashley  had  said,  he  had  no  doubt  the 
Speaker's  warrant  would  be  obeyed :  and  if  the 
law  was  not  powerful  enough  to  have  it  obeyed, 
be  was  sure  the  House  would  t«ke  prompt 
steps  to  pass  such  a  law  as  might  be  neoeseary 
in  such  a  case  in  a  day  or  two.  But  it  must 
first  be  proved  that  the  Speaker  had  not  the 

Eower.  He  maintained  that  the  Speaker,  as  the 
ead  of  a  Legislative  Assembly,  had  the  power 
to  order  any  prisoner  in  gaol  to  be  brought 
up  before  a  Committee  of  that  House.  If  Uie 
Speaker  had  not  the  power,  let  it  be  proved.  It 
was  not  for  them  to  go  about  asking  for  advice. 
They  assumed  the  right,  and  in  that  assumption 
they  asked  the  Speaker  to  issue  his  warrant.  If 
anybody  disobeyed  that  warrant,  he  would  do  ao 
at  his  peril.  If  that  person  were  protected  in  law 
in  disobeying  the  Speaker's  warrant,  the  House 
would  very  soon  take  measures  to  remedy  that 
difficulty.  The  honorable  member  for  Ashley 
told  them  that  he  did  not  guarantee  private 
opinions  without  a  fee.  He  told  them  that  he 
was  advised  by  a  professional  man  that  the 
Speaker  had  not  i\e  power.  If  the  honorable 
member  for  Ashley  were  then  in  his  place,  he 
would  like  to  ask  him  if  he  had  paid  for  that 
advice.  He  believed  he  had  not.  So  upon  hit 
own  dictum  that  opinion  was  not  worth  much, 
because  it  had  not  been  paid  for.  There  were 
many  things  which  he  should  like  to  go  into  in 
connection  with  this  matter.  They  would  keep. 
He  hoped  that  sufficient  reasons  had  been  given 
why  this  prisoner  should  be  brought  up  and 
examined  before  the  Committee,  and  he  had 
heard  no  reason  why  he  should  not.  It  was  for 
the  Committee  to  inquire  into  any  case  in  which  it 
was  represented  an  injustice  had  been  perpetrated. 
T\\U  did  not  constitute  the  Committee  a  Court 
of  justice  in  any  way ;  and  under  the  law  wit- 
nesses were  protected,  because  anything  criminat- 
ing to  themselves  oould  not  be  used  ^inst  them 
in  a  Criminal  Court.  He  hoped  the  House  would 
Eee  the  sense  of  justice  which  he  perceived  in  the 
motion,  and  order  this  man  to  be  brought  up. 
He  hoped  the  House  would  oppose,  with  deter- 
mined opposition,  any  attempt  on  the  part  of 
those  who  were  interested  in  obtaining  Native 
lands  unfairly,  unduly,  and  without  process  of 
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law,  to  fruBtnte  justice  in  tbU  matter.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  that  the  House  would  agree  to 
the  motion,  and  reject  the  amendment. 

Mr.  ACTON  ADAMS  said  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  the  Thames  (Mr.  Sheehan)  had  stated 
that  if  a  witness  were  brought  before  the  Com- 
mittee he  would  not  be  bound  to  answer  ques- 
tions that  would  tend  to  criminate  himself.  As 
he  was  a  member  of  the  profession,  and  also  latel  j 
Minister  of  Justice,  that  honorable  gentleman's 
opinions  were  entitled  to  respect;  but  when  he 
made  that  statement  the  honorable  member  for 
Waipa  and  he  (Mr.  Acton  Adams)  interjected 
'*  No"  to  the  opinion.  In  justice  to  the  honorable 
member  for  Waipa  and  himself  he  would  proceed 
to  show  that  their  opinion  was  well  founded. 
The  following  case  was  reported  in  the  Journals 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  Vol.  XC,  page  504 : — 

"The  Order  of  the  daj  being  read  for  the 
attendance  of  William  Prentice  at  the  bar,  he 
was  questioned  bj  the  Speaker  as  follows  :  '  Were 
you  examined  tfefore  Uie  Select  Committee  on 
the  Great  Yarmouth  petitions  ? '  Ans. :  '  Yes.' — 
Did  jQXL  refuse  to  answer  the  following  question  : 
Will  jou  state  from  whom  jou  received  that  sum 
of  £100  to  £200  ?•— Ans. :  '  Yes.'—*  And  do  you 
still  persist  in  declining  to  answer  same  ? ' — 
Whereupon  W.  Prentice  stated  that  he  con- 
sidered his  answering  that  question  would  tend 
to  criminate  him,  and  he  declined  to  answer  it 
for  that  reason.  On  a  motion,  That  W.  Prentice 
ought  to  answer  the  said  question,  the  House 
dirided— Ayes,  119  j  noes,  49." 

Prentice  was  then  admonished  by  the  Speaker 
to  answer  the  question  according  to  the  resolu- 
tion, and,  on  his  again  declining  on  the  same 
ground,  the  House  unanimously  resolved  that  he 
was  guilty  of  a  breach  of  tbe  privileges  of  the 
House,  and  ordered  him  to  be  committed  to  cus- 
tody, and  the  Speaker  issued  his  warrant  accord- 
ingly. The  case  was  brought  up  after  Prentice 
h^  been  in  custody  some  time,  and,  on  going  into 
the  question  fully  again,  an  amendment  was 
proposed  that  he  should  be  brought  up  and  ad- 
monished, and  that  he  should  answer  all  questions 
not  tendinff  to  criminate  himaelf ;  so  that  the 
question  of  whether  a  witness  was  bound  to 
answer  questions  tending  to  criminate  him  was 
distinctly  put  to  tbe  House  of  Commons  a  second 
time.  That  amendment  was  rejected  by  a  very 
large  majority  in  the  House — 81  to  14 — and  it 
was  ordered  that  tbe  witness  be  sent  to  Newgate, 
and  he  was  sent  accordingly.  He  thought  that 
a  case  in  point ;  and  it  was  fully  borne  out  by 
May's  Parliamentary  Practice,  page  429, — 

**  Journals  abound  with  cases  in  which  the 
witnesses  have  been  punished  by  commitment 
to  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  and  to  Newgate  for 
prevarication,  or  giving  false  testimony,  or  sup- 
pressing the  truth  ;  for  refuting  to  answer  ques- 
tions, or  to  produce  documents  in  their  posses- 
sion." 

He  thoucht  the  honorable  member  for  Waipa 
and  himself  were  right  when  they  dissented  from 
the  opinion  expressed  by  the  honorable  member 
for  the  Thames  (Mr.  Sheeban).  Tbe  honorable 
member  for  New  Plymouth  had  referred  to  *'  The 
Parliamentary  Pririleges  Act,  1875,"  and  i^pft- 


rently  contended  that  under  that  Act  a  witness 
would  be  privileged  from  answering  questions 
which  would  tend  to  criminate  him.  But  tbat 
was  not  so.  The  only  important  section  of  that 
Act  was  as  follows  : — 

"  Every  witness  sworn  and  examined  under  the 
provisions  of  the  said  Act  has  and  eball  bave,  in 
respect  of  the  testimony  which  he  has  given  or 
shall  give  when  so  sworn,  the  like  privileges, 
immunities,  and  indemnities  in  all  respects  as  are 
possessed  by  or  belong  to  any  witness  sworn  and 
examined  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  New  Zealand." 

But  tbat  simply  referred  to  the  evidence  or 
testimony  after  a  witness  had  given  it ;  it  did  not 
refer  to  the  examination  of  tbe  witness.  It  did 
not  refer  to  tbe  powers  of  examination  which  the 
House  possessed :  but  after  the  witness  had  given 
his  testimony  he  was  protected  in  respect  of  it. 
Honorable  members  who  were  at  that  time  in 
the  House  would  recollect  that  that  Act  was 
passed  in  order  to  protect  Mr.  Bridges  from  an 
action  of  libel  outside  that  House.    The  Act  was 

Eassed  in  1875;  and  he  was  sure  that  every 
kwyer  looking  at  that  Act  would  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  was  not  intended  by  that  Act 
to  interfere  with  the  ordinary  privileges  of  the 
High  Court  of  Parliament  in  examining  wit- 
nesses. If  any  further  testimony  were  required 
to  show  tbat  tbe  honorable  member  for  Waipa 
and  himself  were  right,  be  would  refer  to  tbe 
Committee  report  in  the  case  of  Paramene  te 
Oneone  v.  Kinross,  brought  up  on  the  24th  of 
October  last  in  another  place,  signed  by  **  Wil- 
liam Fitaberbert,  Chairman."    It  stated, — 

**  A  reference  to  parliamentary  proceedings  and 
practice  shows  that  Parliament  will  always  pro- 
tect witnesses  who  give  evidence  before  its  Select 
Committees:  the  principle  appearing  to  be  that 
witnesses  giving  evidence  before  Parliamentary 
Committees  are  compelled  to  give  evidence, 
wbetber  such  evidence  may  inculpate  themselves 
or  not ;  whereas  in  ordinary  Courts  of  law  such 
evidence  is  voluntary,  and  not  compulsory,  no 
witness  being  compelled  to  give  evidence  crimi- 
nating himself." 

This  report  carried  out  what  he  stated,  that 
those  old  precedents  to  which  ho  had  referred 
bad  not  yet  been  altered.  He  quite  agreed  with 
what  tbe  honorable  member  for  New  Plymouth 
had  stated  as  to  the  power  of  Committees  to 
summon  witnesses  at  the  expense  of  the  colony  ; 
but  he  must  say  that  he  should  like  to  see  the 
power  of  Committees  in  that  respect  limited. 
At  tbe  same  time,  he  did  not  think  the  honorable 
member's  suggestion,  tbat  a  reference  to  that 
House  should  take  place  whenever  it  was  desir- 
able to  summon  a  witness,  was  a  good  one.  He 
thought  that  some  such  provision  as  this  might 
fairly  be  passed  :  that,  with  a  view  of  saving  the 
country  unnecessary  expense,  no  Select  Com- 
mittee should  be  allowed  to  pass  a  resolution 
summoning  witnesses  at  the  expense  of  the 
colony  unless  two-thirds  of  that  Committee  con- 
curred in  the  resolution.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Native  Afiairs  Committee,  but  he  was  not 
present  when  the  decision  of  the  Committee  was 
arrived  at,  and  he  believed  that  very  few  of  the 
other  memberi  were.     He  had  often  protested  in 
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the  Committee  against  the  indiscriminate  way  in 
which  Natires  were  summoned  from  all  parts  of 
the  colony  to  give  eridence  in  support  of  their 
own  petiiions  in  matters  tbat  tended  only  to  their 
own  private  profit.  He  would  not  deny  justiee 
to  a  Native,  because  he  was  a  Native,  in  the  ordi- 
nary Courts  of  the  colony  ;  but  a  mau  who  pre- 
sented a  petition  to  redress  a  private  grievance 
ought  to  present  tiiat  petition  at  his  own  ex- 
pense. The  power  of  the  Natire  Aifairs  Com- 
mittee in  the  summoning  of  witnesses  ought  to 
be  limited  in  the  mauner  he  had  suggested — 
namely,  that  two-thirds  should  concur  before  it 
was  decided  to  bring  a  witness  from  a  particular 
district. 

Mr.  SUEEHAN  liardly  thought  the  honor- 
able gentleiyan  would  be  able  to  establish  the 
doctrine  that  evidence  given  by  a  person  before 
a  Committee  of  the  House  could  be  used  in  a 
Court  of  law.  The  report  the  honorable  gentle- 
man had  just  read  as  having  been  adopted  in  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature  had  been  referred 
back  for  further  consideration  upon  that  express 
point.  He  thought  the  honorable  gentleman 
would  find,  if  he  looked  into  the  matter,  that  he 
had  not  laid  down  the  Uw  correctly. 

Mr.  HALL  said  that  early  in  the  afternoon  he 
had  suggested  that,  before  the  Hou^e  as^ented  to 
the  motion,  it  should  be  shown  that  this  was  a 
desirable  proceeding.  The  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee had  since  given  reasons  which  he  was  bound 
to  say  were,  primd  facicy  sufficient  to  justify  (he 
course  proposed.  He  did  not  think  the  House 
should  be  too  exacting  in  a  case  of  this  kind.  It 
ou){ht  to  have  confidence  in  the  Committee.  But 
the  question  had  now  assumed  a  new  complexion. 
The  House  had  been  addressed  at  considerable 
length,  on  one  hand  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Clive,  and  on  the  other  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Mount  Ida ;  and  an  amendment  had  been 
moved  by  the  honorable  member  for  Clive.  One 
portion  of  this  amendment  proposed  tliat  the 
Speaker's  wari*ant  should  only  issue  under  cer- 
tain conditions,  and  the  other  prescribed  what 
course  the  Committee  should  take  after  the  wit- 
ness had  been  brought  up.  It  suggested  that 
the  Committee  should  first  report  whether  they 
were  satisfied  that  the  petition  was  authorized  by 
the  Native  concerned.  The  honorable  member 
for  Mount  Ida  had  stated  that  he  was  in  a  posi- 
tion to  say  tliat  the  petition  was  authorized  by 
the  Native;  but,  after  all,  that  was  only  the 
opinion  of  an  indiridual  member. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR.— It  is  a  fact  within  my 
own  knowledge.  I  myself  was  authorized  by  the 
Natives. 

Mr.  HALL. — Then,  in  that  case,  the  honorable 
gentleman  would  have  no  difficulty  in  satisfying 
the  Committee,  and  the  statement  could  come 
to  the  House  through  the  ordinary  channel  of  the 
Committee  itself.  There  could  be  no  difficulty 
if  the  facts  were  so  much  within  the  knowledge 
of  the  honorable  gentleman  as  he  stated  they 
were ;  and,  if  the  Committee  were  satisfied  that 
the  honorable  gentleman  was  authorized,  then 
the  warrant  would  issue  at  once.  The  second 
part  of  the  amendment  did  not  apply  to  the  issue 
of  the  warrant,  and  was  rather  framed  for  the 
Mr.  Acton  ddams 


future  guidance  of  the  Committee.  It  was  to  this 
effect:  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  Com- 
mittee to  confine  the  inquiry,  until  it  had  further 
reported  to  the  House,  to  ascertaining  whether 
the  petitioners  were  in  a  position  to  prosecute 
their  case  in  the  ordinary  Courts  of  the  colony. 
Now,  as  an  ordinary  rule,  he  thought  it  would 
not  be  denied  that  neither  the  House,  nor  Com- 
mittees appointed  by  the  House,  should  enter 
upon  the  trial  of  a  question  of  this  kind,  which 
was  in  the  nature  of  a  criminal  prosecution, 
unless  the  question  could  not  be  properly  and 
fairly  tried  in  the  ordinary  Courts  of  law.  If 
the  House  disregarded  that  rule — if  they  once 
allowed  Committees  to  set  themselves  up  as 
judicial  tribunals,  even  where  Natives  were 
complainants  —  it  would  be  difficult  to  know 
what  it  might  lead  to.  Therefore  he  would 
feel  bound  to  vote  for  the  amendment.  He 
was  glad  to  see  that  it  was  so  worded  that  the 
Committee  could  include,  under  the  head  of  in- 
ability  to  prosecute  the  case  in  the  ordinary 
Courts  of  the  colony,  the  absence  of  meant  on  the 
part  of  the  petitioner.  If  he  had  not  the  means, 
tbat  would  be  a  primd  facie  case  sufficient  to 
justify  the  House  stepping  in.  But  something 
of  the  kind  ought  to  be  shown  ;  and  if  the  Com- 
mittee found  that  to  be  the  case,  and  reported 
the  fact  to  the  House,  then  the  House  should 
step  in  and  assist  the  petitioner  in  getting  the 
case  tried  in  the  ordinary  Courts  of  the  colony. 
He  trusted  the  House  would  adopt  that  view. 
As  to  the  case  itself,  he  never  heard  of  it  before 
yesterday,  and  therefore  he  knew  nothing  of  ite 
merits.  Ho  had  had  no  previous  knowledge  of  it, 
and  had  no  prejudices  in  regard  to  it ;  but  he 
should  vote  for  the  amendment  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Clive,  believing  tbat  it  would  not 
stand  in  the  way  of  the  further  investi^tion  of 
the  case. 

Captain  KUSSELL  said  he  also  should  vote  for 
the  amendment  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Clive.  He  had  many  reasons;  but,  had  he  no 
better  reason  for  doing  so,  he  should  urge  the 
very  nature  and  tone  of  the  debate  that  had 
taken  place.  Was  it  possible  that  any  person 
who  had  listened  to  the  del>ate  could  approach 
the  subject  with  a  wholly  unbiassed  mind  ?  Un- 
fortunately, the  whole  question  had  assumed  a 
party  aspect,  as  the  Hawke's  Bay  land  questions 
always  did.  It  was  much  to  be  regretted  that  it 
was  so,  but,  being  so,  it  was  improper  that  a 
Committee  appointed  by  the  House  should  try 
any  case  which  assumed  a  political  aspect.  There 
were  three  points  in  the  speech  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Mount  Ida  to  which  he  would  refer. 
One  remark  made  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
was  to  the  efiVct  that  there  was  only  one  firm  of 
solicitors  south  of  Auckland  which  would  under- 
take these  cases ;  and  he  referred  to  that  point, 
because  the  belief  that  such  a  state  of  things  did 
exist  might  be  an  inducement  to  honorable  mem- 
bers to  vote  for  the  settlement  of  transactions 
of  this  nature  before  Committees  of  the  House 
rather  than  in  the  Courts  of  law,  owing  to  the 
difficulty  the  Natives  experienced  in  getting 
advice.  He  might  point  out  that  Mr.  Lascelles, 
of  Napier,  and  Messrs.  Izard  and  Bell,  of  Wei- 
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Ungton,  had  conducted  seyeral  of  these  cases ;  so 
that  the  honorable  geDtleman  was  incorrect  in 
eaying  that  only  one  firm  could  be  found  to  con- 
duct them.  Then  the  honorable  gentleman  said 
that  signatures  to  deeds  were  got  bj  people  who 
ran  about  from  pa  to  pa,  and  that  they  were  not 
obtained  bj  lawyers.  That  might  be  ;  but  what 
was  the  use  of  the  Frauds  Commissioners  ?  Who- 
ever obtained  these  signatures  had  to  go  before 
the  Frauds  Commissioner,  who  decided  about  the 
propriety  or  impropriety  of  accepting  them.  Then 
the  honorable  gentleman  pointedly  stated  that  he 
would  prefer  to  lake  one  gentleman's  word  to 
taking  that  of  another  gentleman  who  had  given 
£1,000  as  a  bribe  to  a  Native.  The  lionorable 
member  for  the  Thames  on  the  previous  evening 
referred  to  the  honorable  member  for  Clive  as  the 
gentleman  who  gave  that  bribe.  But  he  could 
saj  with  absolute  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  that 
statement  was  entirely  without  foundation ;  and 
both  of  those  honorable  gentlemen,  if  they  had 
taken  the  trouble,  miglit  have  discovered  that  for 
themselves. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR.— My  remark  was,  that  I 
would  sooner  trust  Mr.  Davie's  word  than  the 
word  of  a  man  who  had  given  a  thousand-pouuds 
bribe  to  a  Native. 

Captain  BUSSELL  said  that,  if  the  honorable 
gentleman  did  not  allude  to  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Clive,  of  course  all  that  he  had  said 
was  perfectly  unnecessary.  But  he  understood 
the  honorable  gentleman  to  apply  the  remark  to 
the  honorable  member  for  Clive.  However,  he 
knew  that  the  statement  was  absolutely  without 
foundation,  and  that  the  honorable  member  for 
Clive  was  utterly  unconscious  of  such  an  offer 
having  been  made. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  thought  the  subject  de- 
served a  good  deal  of  attention,  particularly  after 
the  statements  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Monnt  Ida.  There  was  one  point  arising  out 
of  this  matter  which  was  worthy  of  observation. 
As  soon  as  certain  members  of  a  Committee  found 
that  they  were  not  suflBciently  strong  to  carry 
their  views,  they  came  down  to  the  House  and 
asked  that  other  members  should  be  appointed. 
In  this  case  a  Committee  was  appointed  by  the 
House,  and  was  therefore  responsible  to  the 
House,  and  not  to  the  Ministry  of  the  day.  The 
Chairman  of  that  Committee  came  down  to  the 
House  and  asked  it  to  accept  a  certain  propo- 
sition, and  a  few  gentlemen  wlio  were  on  that 
Committee  found  themselves  in  a  minority.  That 
was  the  position  of  affairs,  and,  instead  of  giving 
way  with  a  good  grace,  as  all  minorities  should 
do,  they  came  down  with  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  honorable  member  for  Clive,  and 
attempted  to  make  rules  for  the  Committee.  The 
Committee  had  decided  upon  a  course  which  they 
deemed  necessary  to  secure  the  interests  of  justice. 
He  heard  the  Premier  say  that  there  should  be 
some  guarantee  given  of  the  bona  fides  of  these 
petitioners  before  the  matter  was  allowed  to  be 
gone  on  with. .  But  of  that  the  Committee  was 
the  best  judge,  and  the  very  fact  of  their  arriv- 
ing at  the  conclusion  that  the  production  of 
this  witness  was  essential  to  theur  giving  a  just 
decision  on  the  case  showed  that  they  were  the 


proper  people  to  decide.  He  looked  upon  the 
amendment  of  the  honorable  member  for  Clive 
as  an  attempt  to  overawe  the  Committee  by 
bringing  the  weight  of  the  House  to  bear  upon 
their  decision ;  and  he  looked  upon  it,  too,  as 
having  even  a  much  deeper  design  than  that — 
as  an  attempt  to,  make  this,  if  possible,  a  party 
question.  That  was  his  sincere  opinion  upon 
the  matter.  A  great  deal  had  been  said  about 
petitions  of  this  kind  not  being  allowed  to  be 
presented  to  the  House,  as  taking  an  unfair  ad- 
vantage of  the  privilege  allowed  to  individuals  to 
petition.  But  to  his  mind  there  was  one  very 
important  element  in  the  case  that  had  not  been 
borne  in  mind :  that  was,  that  in  dealing  with 
the  Natives  every  possible  latitude  should  be 
given  to  them  because  of  their  ignorance  of  the 
laws.  An  honorable  gentleman  said  —  and  it 
was  not  attempted  to  be  controverted  by  the 
legal  members  of  the  House  —  that  the  House 
stood  in  this  position :  that  it  made  laws,  and 
that  those  laws  were  useless  to,  and  could  not 
be  enforced  by,  the  Natives.  He  understood  the 
honorable  member  for  Mount  Ida  to  make 
that  statement,  and  to  say  that,  although  Euro- 
peans might  make  laws,  the  Natives  could  not 
avail  themselves  of  those  laws  in  any  way. 
The  Native  Lawsuits  Bill  which  had  been  intro- 
duced was  a  proof  of  that  fact.  Therefore  he 
said  the  Natives  should  have  a  great  deal  of 
latitude  allowed  to  them.  Moreover,  he  would 
point  out  that  the  House  was  the  highest  Court 
of  justice  in  the  land,  and  that,  where  a  remedy 
could  not  be  obtained  by  any  other  means, 
every  facility  for  appeal  to  the  House  should  be 
given.  Then  there  was  another  most  important 
feature  in  the  matter,  and  it  was  this :  that  the 
honor  of  a  member  of  the  House  had  been  called 
in  question.  When  that  honorable  gentleman  got 
up  and  said  the  charge  against  him  was  false,  he 
(Mr.  Tumbull)  believed  him.  He  looked  upon 
that  as  the  most  Serious  matter  of  the  whole  busi- 
ness; and,  if  the  honorable  gentleman  had  any 
sense  of  what  was  due  to  himself,  he  would  get 
up  and  insist  upon  this  witness  being  produced  to 
clear  his  honor.  He  hoped  before  the  question 
was  decided  they  would  see  him  do  so.  He  felt 
very  strongly  upon  the  matter,  for  it  was  an  im- 
putation on  the  whole  House ;  for,  if  the  foun- 
tain is  poisoned,  who  shall  drink  with  confidence 
of  its  waters?  The  House  was  the  highest 
Court  of  justice  in  the  colony,  and  if  it  allowed 
the  slightest  imputation  to  rest  upon  any  of  its 
members  it  would  bring  distrust  upon  the  laws 
it  passed.  From  what  he  knew  of  the  honorable 
gentleman,  he  felt  sure  he  would  be  the  first  to 
stand  up  and  insist  that  this  man  should  be  pro- 
duced, in  justice  to  himself  and  in  justice  to  the 
House.  No  doubt  it  was  asking  honorable  mem- 
bers to  make  a  great  sacrifice  in  giving  up  their 
private  bueiness  in  order  to  go  into  this  question  ; 
but  he  hoped  they  would  not  consider  it  was  time 
lost,  for  tuis  was  a  matter  of  the  highest  import- 
ance. He  would  not  detain  the  House  further. 
He  had  stated  his  opinion  fearlessly,  and,  like 
every  other  member  of  the  House,  was  determined 
to  see  justice  done  to  every  person  who  approached 
the  House  with  a  grievance. 
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Mr.  McLEAK  did  not  think  that  when  the 
eyidenee  of  this  man,  over  which  there  had  been 
BO  much  waste  of  time,  was  obtained,  much  bene> 
fit  would  hare  been  secured.  Throughoat  all 
this  fight  he  had  heard  onlj  one  member  object 
to  the  production  of  this  witness.  The  honorable 
gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down  decUred  that 
uiis  ought  not  to  be  made  a  party  question,  and 
yet  he  proceeded  to  make  one  of  the  most  party 
speeches,  with  the  exception  of  that  of  the  honor- 
able  member  for  Mount  Ida,  that  had  erer  been 
heard  in  the  House.  The  debate  which  had  taken 
place,  and  the  manner  in  which  this  question  had 
been  brought  up,  must  satisfy  the  House  that  tlie 
Committee  as  constituted  was  not  a  proper  tri- 
bunal to  try  this  case.  He  himself  would  always 
so  with  those  who  desired  that  the  greatest 
lacilities  should  be  giren  to  persons  approaching 
the  House  with  a  grieyance ;  and  he  would  Tote 
for  the  production  of  this  witness.  He  was  quite 
sure  the  honorable  member  for  Cliye  did  not  by 
his  amendment  at  all  mean  to  stop  the  production 
of  the  witness :  in  fact,  the  amendment  would 
hare  a  contrary  effect.  Now,  what  was  this  case  ? 
One  would  ima^ne  that  it  was  a  new  case  that 
was  brought  before  the  House ;  but  it  was  not  so. 
It  was  a  ten-year-old  transaction  raked  up  once 
more  by  a  gentleman  who,  he  was  sorry  to  see, 
took  up  a  position  in  the  House  as  one  who  was 
interested  in  the  case  himself:  he  meant  the 
honorable  member  for  Mount  Ida.  He  was  sorry 
that  honorable  gentleman  had  taken  any  part  in 
the  question,  and  would  have  liked  to  hear  him, 
as  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames  (Mr. 
Sheehan)  did,  deliver  a  few  words  and  say,  **  I  am 
interested  in  this  case,  and  therefore  I,  for  one, 
eannot  take  part  in  it."  If  he  had  wanted  the  par- 
ticulars brought  out  he  could  haye  got  some  other 
honorable  member  to  do  so,  but  should  not  haye 
taken  such  a  course  himself.  This  case  came  from 
the  office  in  which  the  honorable  member  was. 
It  was  only  two  years  ago  that  everybody  heard 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  who  was  dragged 
up  in  this  petition  was  to  be  served  with  so  many 
writs  that  he  would  be  unable  to  take  his  seat  in 
the  House.  That  was  openly  stated ;  and  there 
could  be  no  greater  piece  of  persecution  against  a 
man  who,  heme  in  the  House,  could  not  open  his 
mouth,  and  who  had  been  slandered  and  tried 
absolutely  before  he  had  the  least  chance  of  jus- 
tifying himself.  Let  a  Committee  be  appointed, 
and  let  the  honorable  gentleman  be  tried  in  that 
way,  if  necessary  j  but  let  it  be  understood  that 
the  Committee  was  fairly  constituted,  and  not 
as  the  Native  Affairs  Committee  was  constituted. 
They  knew  the  honorable  gentleman  had  been 
persecuted  by  political  opponents.  It  was  they 
who  had  this  bitter  hatred  against  him,  and  tried 
to  hunt  him  out  of  the  House.  He  did  not  say 
these  charges,  if  true,  should  not  be  brought 
home ;  but  he  protested  against  this  unjust  way 
of  raking  up  a  matter  ten  years  old,  and  making 
such  a  case  out  of  it  as  the  honorable  member  for 
Mount  Ida  tried  to  do.  The  Repudiation  Office, 
in  Napier,  as  it  was  called,  boasted  not  long  ago 
of  havine  four  members  of  Parliament  belonging 
to  it.  The  fact  of  so  many  members  being  con- 
nected with  it  at  one  time  must  cause  some  sub- 
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picion  to  rest  upon  it,  no  matter  how  pore  might 
be  the  motives — and  he  believed  the  motives  of 
some  of  those  connected  with  it  were  pure.  When 
the  honorable  member  for  Mount  Ida,  who  was  so 
closely  connected  with  that  office,  and  who  stated 
himself  that  he  was  getting  up  this  case 

Mr.  DE  LAUTO  UB.— No.  I  said  I  was  get- 
ting up  the  conspiracy  case. 

Mr.  McLEAN  had  never  heard  of  the  con- 
spiracy case.  However,  he  had  no  intention  of 
saying  more  than  a  few  words,  and  they  were 
these :  It  was  unbecoming  and  improper  for  the 
honorable  member  for  Mount  Ida,  connected  as 
he  was  with  this  case  and  with  the  late  member 
for  Auckland  City  East,  who  was  the  principal 
witness  in  the  case,  to  carry  on  such  a  persecu- 
tion against  another  honorable  member  because 
he  was  a  political  opponent.  The  speech  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  proved  that  he  would  not 
show  fair-play,  but  that  he  would  condemn  a  man 
before  he  was  heard  in  his  own  defence.  Let 
this  witness  be  produced — there  was  nobody  ob- 
jecting to  it ;  but  he  did  object  to  any  member 
of  that  House  being  unfairly  treated.  Let  them 
act  as  Englishmen,  and  not  try  a  man  in  the 
manner  in  which  he  was  sought  to  be  tried  bj 
members  of  that  House.  Why  did  not  this  Maori 
woman  sien  the  petition  herself  P  Why  did  she 
not  put  her  name  to  the  petition,  and  let  it 
come  in  regular  order  before  the  House,  instead 
of  getting  one  of  these  pakelui-Maoris  to  sign  it^ 
of  whom  they  had  heard  so  much  ?  The  petition, 
to  be  a  good  and  valid  one,  should  have  come 
from  the  Maori  herself.  He  would  yote  for 
the  production  of  this  witness.  From  the  ac- 
counts they  had  heard  of  him,  he  did  not  think 
his  evidence  would  be  worth  much,  or  that  many 
members  of  the  House  would  attach  much  im- 
portance to  it  when  they  got  it. 

Major  TE  WHEOBO  said  he  was  one  of  the 
members  of  the  Native  Affairs  Committee,  and 
had  his  own  reasons  for  voting  that  this  Bilr. 
Worgan  should  be  brought  before  the  Committee. 
The  principal  reason  was,  that  this  Mr.  Worgan 
was  Mr.  Sutton's  companion  when  he  went  to 
buy  this  land,  and  was  the  interpreter  for  Mr. 
Sutton  when  they  promised  that  360  acr^ s  should 
be  reserved.  The  Committee  wanted  hit  evi- 
dence as  to  this  reserve  of  850  acres  ;  and  when 
the  Committee  had  heard  his  evidence  they  would 
better  understand  how  to  decide  the  petition. 
Some  members  of  the  Committee  objected,  but 
the  majority  wished  that  Mr.  Worgan  should  be 
brought  down,  and  he  did  not  see  why  the  House 
should  object  to  Mr.  Worgan  coming  down  to 
confirm  the  statements  in  the  petition,  so  that 
the  Committee  might  be  better  able  to  come  to 
a  decision.  If  they  did  not  bring  B£r.  Worgan 
down,  a  certain  member  of  the  House  would  be 
repeatedly  having  this  thing  brought  up  against 
him,  and  the  Maoris  would  not  know  what  to  say 
about  this  honorable  member.  The  Committee 
were  desirous  that  Mr.  Worgan  should  be  brought 
down  in  order  that  they  might  thoroughly  under- 
stand the  subject  before  giving  their  decision, 
because  they  would  like  to  be  quite  Bure,  and 
they  thought  Mr.  Worgan's  evidence  would  help 
them  to  know  whether  Mr.  Sutton  did  promiao 
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that  350  acres  should  be  reserred  or  not.  The 
Ck>minittee  would  then  better  understand  the 
subject,  and  know  what  was  to  be  said  about 
Mr.  Sutton,  and  also  what  answer  they  were  to 
gire  to  the  Natire  who  had  petitioned  the  House. 
He  did  not  see  what  the  objections  were  at  all. 
The  witness  could  haye  been  sent  for,  and  would 
hare  been  here  and  away  again  by  this  time.  He 
did  not  think  it  right  that  the  Committee  should 
be  interfered  with  and  hindered  in  this  way.  If 
this  were  refused  to  the  Committee,  the  House 
would  go  on  to  refuse  other  things ;  and  he  hoped 
the  House  would  consider  this  matter,  and  not 
interfere  with  the  work  of  the  Committee. 

Mr.  MACANDBEW  understood  the  honorable 
member  for  Napier  (Captain  Bussell)  to  say  that 
they  were  all  more  or  less  biassed  on  this  ques- 
tion. He  was  yery  sorry  to  hear  such  a  state- 
ment coming  from  the  honorable  gentleman. 
Why  should  they  be  biassed?  He  could  safely 
say,  for  his  own  part,  that  he  was  not  con- 
scious of  being  influenced  by  any  bias  whateyer. 
He  knew  nothing  whateyer  about  the  case  except 
what  he  had  heard  that  eyening  and  during  the 
debate  on  the  preyious  day.  He  could  assure 
the  House  that  he  had  no  bias  whatever;  and 
the  whole  speech  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Waikouaiti  was  Greek  and  Hebrew  to  him. 
He  could  not  conceiye  what  the  honorable 
gentleman  was  driying  at.  He  felt  this,  how- 
eyer:  that,  if  the  amendment  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Clive  were  carried,  they  would  be 
practically  shelving  the  question,  and  the  peti- 
tioners would  find  themselves,  at  the  end  of 
the  session,  exactly  where  they  were  now.  He 
felt  conyinced  that  that  would  be  the  effect  of 
the  amendment,  whatever  might  be  its  object. 
This  would  be  yery  unfair  and  yery  unjust. 
What  possible  objection  could  there  bo  to  bring- 
ing this  man  down  to  Wellington  at  once  ?  No 
wrong  would  be  done,  and  no  interest  sacrificed  ; 
and,  if  the  man's  evidence  was  worthless,  of  course 
only  such  value  would  be  attached  to  it  as  it 
deserved.  Another  yiew  of  the  matter  was,  that 
they  were  treating  the  Committee  yery  badly. 
Here  was  a  Committee  consisting  of  twenty-three 
members  of  the  Hou«e — and,  judging  from  the 
Order  Paper,  there  would  soon  be  nine  more 
members  upon  it — and  they  would  be  casting  a 
very  great  slur  upon  that  Committee  if  they 
passed  this  amendment.  This  petition  was  re- 
lerred  to  them  in  the  ordinary  way,  the  same 
as  other  petitions  were  referred  to  them ;  and, 
in  the  face  of  that,  the  proposal  was  now  made 
to  tie  their  hands  and  to  dictate  to  them  how 
they  should  deal  with  the  petition,  and  what 
should  be  their  mode  of  procedure.  He  hoped 
the  House  would  not  perpetrate  such  an  indig- 
nity upon  the  Committee.  If  he  were  a  member 
of  the  Committee,  or  of  any  other  Committee 
placed  in  such  a  position,  he  should  at  once 
resign.  He  hoped  the  debate  would  not  be  pro- 
longed, but  that  they  would  come  to  a  decision, 
and  at  once  agree  to  bring  down  this  witness 
and  leaye  the  Committee  to  act  unfettered.  He 
thought  it  was  a  great  pity  that  they  should  im- 
port party  considerations  into  questions  of  this 
kind.    At  ^  as  he  could  see,  they  were  fast 
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yerging  into  that  state  when  everything  would  be 
decided  by  party — from  the  Christchurch  election 
downwards,  or  upwards.  That  was  a  state  of 
things  yery  much  to  be  deprecated,  and  indicated 
a  great  falling-off  from  the  tone  which  used  to 
prevail  in  the  House,  and  which  he  thought  they 
ought  to  striye  to  maintain.  He  merely  rose  to 
say  that,  as  far  as  he  was  concerned,  he  had  no 
bias  whatever  in  the  matter,  and  he  was  yery 
sorry  to  hear  such  an  imputation  fall  from  the 
honorable  member  for  Napier. 

Captain  BUSSELL  rose  to  make  a  personal  ex- 
planation. He  did  not  remember  the  exact  words 
he  used,  but  they  were  to  the  effect  that  the  tone 
of  the  debate  was  such  that  a  party  feeling — 
which  was  another  word  for  bias  —  was  intro- 
duced. The  honorable  gentleman  said  he  was 
yery  sorry  that  such  motives  should  be  imputed  to 
him.  He  (Captain  Bussell)  would  withdraw  the 
remark  with  regard  to  the  honorable  gentleman, 
or  any  other  honorable  member  who  might  feel 
aggrieved ;  but  the  honorable  gentleman's  con- 
cluding remarks  would  almost  justify  what  he 
had  said. 

Mr.  DICK  agreed  with  the  honorable  member 
for  Fort  Chalmers  that  they  should  at  once  get 
through  this  business  by  agreeing  to  summon  the 
witness.  He  did  not  know  what  value  he  would 
be :  it  seemed,  from  all  he  had  heard,  that  they 
would  not  belieye  a  word  he  said  when  he  came 
down.  Still,  since  the  Committee  wanted  him, 
he  should  be  produced.  He  regretted  to  see  that 
they  were  taking  the  Committee's  work  into  their 
own  hands  in  the  House.  For  the  last  two  days 
they  had  been  doing  the  Committee's  work.  It 
was  quite  enough  that  the  Committee  should  haye 
these  debates  in  their  own  room,  without  import- 
ing them  into  the  House  and  asking  the  ^use 
to  help  them  to  settle  their  difficulties.  They  had 
appointed  this  Committee  to  consider  these  peti- 
tions, and  they  should  leave  them  to  the  Com- 
mittee. The  question  for  the  House  to  decide  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  simply,  Should  they  send  for 
this  mau  whom  the  Committee  wanted  ?  Under 
ordinary  circumstances  he  would  have  been  sent 
for  without  appeal  to  the  House  ;  but,  because  he 
happened  to  be  a  prisoner,  the  Committee  applied 
to  the  House  to  allow  the  Speaker  to  order  that 
he  be  sent  for.  Now,  he  thought  their  business 
was  simply  to  say,  "  Yes,  let  him  be  sent  for." 
There  was  a  question  as  to  the  propriety  of  fetch- 
ing witnesses  from  ail  parts  of  the  colony :  but 
that  was  not  before  them  at  present.  Hitherto 
the  nile  had  been  for  witnesses  to  be  summoned 
at  the  will  of  the  Committee,  and  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  House  now  to  summon  the  witness  just 
as  they  would  haye  done  in  any  ordinary  ease. 
He  did  not  think  it  became  the  House  now  to 
inquire  into  the  constitution  of  the  Committee, 
which  had  been  elected  by  the  House.  The 
House  should  have  confidence  in  the  Committee, 
and  look  upon  it  as  a  Committee  of  the  House, 
and  not  a  Committee  of  a  party.  Like  bis  friend 
the  honorable  member  for  rort  Chalmers,  he  was 
bewildered  by  the  charges  that  had  been  made. 
He  hoped  things  were  not  so  bad  as  they  had 
been  put — he  hoped  men  could  deal  with  the 
Natiyes  and  still  keep  clean  hands;  and  there- 
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fore  the  House  should  be  yery  chary  of  aoceptiue 
such  charges  against  honorable  members  as  had 
been  bandied  about.  As  to  the  amendment  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Clive,  it  was,  he 
thought,  out  of  place.  The  House  should  let 
the  man  be  brought  up,  simplj  because  the 
Committee  asked  for  it.  He  agreed  with  the 
honorable  member  for  Waikouaiti,  that  the 
honorable  member  for  Mount  Ida  should  not 
have  spoken.  His  position  was  such,  according 
to  his  own  showing,  that  he  must  be  looked 
upon  as  a  biassed  speaker.  The  House  could 
hare  understood  the  matter  just  as  well,  perhaps, 
without  tbe  explanation  he  was  good  enough  to 
give;  but  no  doubt  the  honorable  gentleman 
wanted  to  defend  his  side  of  the  Committee 
against  the  charges  of  the  honorable  member  for 
CliTe,  and  so  the  thing  went  on.  He  (Mr.  Dick) 
hoped  the  witness  would  be  sent  for,  and  that  the 
matter  would  be  allowed  to  be  disposed  of  at 
onoe. 

Bfr.  MOSS  said  the  honorable  member  for  Dun- 
edin  City  (Mr.  Dick)  waa  mistaken  in  supposing 
that  the  honorable  member  for  Mount  Ida  was  a 
member  of  the  Native  Affairs  Committee.  Had 
he  been  so,  no  doubt  he  would  not  have  spoken 
in  the  debate.  He  (Mr.  Moss)  felt  that  the  Com- 
mittee had  been  unfairly  treated,  especially  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Waikouaiti,  who  hinted 
that  the  members  of  tbe  Committee  had  some 
sinister  object  to  serve  by  the  action  they  had 
taken.  He  only  hoped  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Waikouaiti  was  as  free  from  improper 
motives  in  Committee  as  the  members  of  this 
Committee.  He  was  sure  that  a  majority  of 
the  Committee  knew  very  little  about  these 
Hawke's  Bay  transaotions,  and  had  therefore 
not  been  influenced  by  any  party  feeling ;  while 
the  members  of  the  Committee  who  did  know 
something  about  the  matter — and  he  (Mr.  Moss) 
was  one  of  them — had  endeavoured,  and  would 
continue  to  endeavour,  to  act  as  impartially  as 
possible.  There  were  one  or  two  things  which 
the  House  ought  to  be  warned  against.  A 
great  deal  had  been  said  about  what  was  called 
the  "repudiation  party"  of  Hawke's  Bay — so 
much  so  that  the  House  must  be  sick  of  it. 
There  were  in  that  unfortunate  province  two 
parties,  the  one  called  the  "  repudiation  party," 
and  the  other  the  "spoliation  party,"  and  they 
carried  on  a  feud  of  a  most  deadly  character. 
The  honorable  member  said  that  there  were  four 
members  in  the  House  representing  one  party, 
and  he  believed  he  (Mr.  Moss)  was  referred  to  as 
one  of  them. 

Mr.  McLean.— No. 

Mr.  MOSS  said  that  last  session,  when  Sir 
William  Fox  was  a  member  of  the  House,  he 
hinted  the  same  thing  pretty  broadly,  and  he 
(Mr.  Moss)  then  took  the  opportunity  of  denying 
it.  He  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  either 
party.  Well,  he  thought  they  should  not  allow 
that  question  to  be  introduced  into  the  House — 
they  should  let  the  quarrel  be  fought  out  in  the 
province  ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  if  any  member 
was  allowed  to  object  to  a  Maori  seeking  redress 
of  a  grievance  at  the  hands  of  the  House,  or  to 
the  House  being  petitioned,  then  he  said  the 
Mr.  Dick 


House  would  be  playing  into  the  hands  of  one 
of  the  parties  in  Hawke's  Bay.  A  great  deal  had 
been  said  by  the  honorable  member  for  Chve  to 
show  that  this  petition  had  not  come  from  the 
Natives,  and  that  the  Natives  had  never  autho- 
rized the  petition ;  and  he  was  sorry  the  Premier 
supported  that  view.  In  the  course  of  his  re- 
marks the  Premier  bad  said  it  had  been  broadly 
asserted — that  waa  the  phrase — that  this  petition 
was  not  authorized  by  the  Natives.  He  was  then 
distinctly  told  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Mount  Ida  that  he  knew  positively  the  petition 
was  authorized ;  but  the  Premier  would  not  accept 
that,  but  preferred  to  believe  what  had  been 
"  broadly  asserted,"  instead  of  accepting  the 
direct  statement  of  the  honorable  gentleman. 
That  looked  very  like  party  feeling — a  disposition 
to  throw  out  this  matter.  But  this  was  a  point 
which  had  been  discusaed  in  the  Committee ;  and 
when  the  honorable  member  for  CUve  made  the 
statements  he  did,  he  must  have  forgotten  what 
took  place  in  the  Committee  with  re^rd  to  the 
bona  fides  of  the  petition.  Then,  again,  the  ques- 
tion in  reference  to  a  sum  of  money — some  £300 
— having  been  paid  to  the  man  Davie,  was  fully 
gone  into  in  the  Committee.  These  questions 
had  been  thoroughly  investigated  and  decided 
upon  impartially.  The  Committee  desired  to 
retain  the  confidence  the  Natives  felt  in  the 
House,  and  to  show  the  Natives  that  they  would 
always  find  it  ready  to  investigate  and  deal  fiurly 
with  their  grievances.  That  waa  the  sole  motive 
on  his  part,  and  he  was  sure  it  was  the  motive 
which  actuated  the  majority  of  the  members  of 
the  Committee  when  they  voted  that  this  warrant 
should  be  issued.  He  hoped  the  House  would 
give  the  Committee  credit  for  sincerity  in  this 
matter,  and  support,  it,  and  not  be  led  away  by 
false  issues. 

Mr.  LUNDON  could  not  support  the  amend- 
ment of  the  honorable  member  for  Clive ;  and  he 
was  surprised  he  had  brought  such  an  amend- 
ment forward,  because  in  the  Committee  the 
honorable  member  for  Clive  had  made  no  objec- 
tion to  this  witness  being  sent  for.  The  objection 
he  took  in  Committee  was,  that  the  Committee 
was  not  a  proper  tribunal  to  try  the  case  at  all ; 
and  another  objection  was,  that  Mr.  Bees  should 
be  allowed  to  be  present  not  as  counsel,  but  simply 
as  adviser.  Had  the  honorable  member  raised 
this  objection  to  the  production  of  Worgan,  very 
likely  he  (Mr.  Lundon)  would  have  voted  with 
the  honorable  gentleman,  because  really  the  evi- 
dence of  such  a  man  could  have  but  very  little 
weight.  However,  there  were  twelve  or  thirteen 
members  of  the  Committee  present — four  Maoris 
and  eight  or  nine  European  members — and  they 
resolved  that  the  witness  should  be  sent  for, 
the  only  member  dissenting  being  the  honor- 
able member  for  Waipa,  who  contented  himself 
with  merely  voting  against  the  proposal.  That 
being  so,  he  could  not  understand  why  so  much 
time  had  been  wasted  by  the  House  discussing 
the  matter.     He  could  not  say  that  he  waa  a 

Sirty  man.  He  had  friends  on  both  sides  of  the 
ouse.  His  name  was  placed  on  the  Committee 
before  he  entered  the  House  s  and  while  he  had 
acted  on  the  Committee  he  had  teen  no  party 
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n»irit  erinced.  All  that  members  seemed  to 
desire  to  do  was  to  give  a)l  matters  full  considera- 
tion, so  as  to  gire  satisfaction.  He  reallj  hoped 
the  amendment  would  be  withdrawn,  and  a  divi- 
sion not  taken  ;  because  if  the  matter  were  pressed 
to  a  rote  it  must,  to  a  cettain  extent,  tinge  it 
with  a  partj  colour,  although,  he  confessed,  his 
feelings  were  rather  in  favour  of  the  representa- 
tions of  the  honorable  member  for  Napier.  If 
the  amendment  were  passed  it  would  onljr  result 
in  waste  of  time,  because  the  matter  would  be  sure 
to  come  back  to  the  House  again. 

Mr.  SUTTON  said  it  was  with  considerable 
diffidence  that  he  rose  on  the  occasion,  because  it 
was  alwajs  an  unpleasant  task  for  a  man  to  have 
to  speak  of  himself ;  but  he  felt  compelled  to  say 
a  few  words.  He  had  not  the  slightest  objection 
to  the  question  before  the  House  being  decided 
either  waj ;  but  it  was  rather  peculiar  that  this 
person  who  was  to  be  produced  was  not  a  witness, 
out  was  one  of  the  persons  charged — the  principal 
person  charged.  Until  that  afternoon  he  (Mr. 
Sutton)  was  not  aware  of  such  a  ground  of  com- 
plaint as  that  referred  to  in  the  petition.  It  was 
something  like  ten  years  ago  since  the  transaction 
took  place — it  took  place  in  1870 — and  yet,  until 
the  honorable  member  for  Mount  Ida  read  the 
petition  and  made  his  speech,  he  (Mr.  Sutton) 
was  not  aware  that  such  a  charge  was  contem- 
plated. He  had  nerer  before  heard  of  the  charge 
of  foiTgery.  Since  the  House  had  risen  for  the 
dinner  adjournment,  he  had  waited  upon  the 
Chairman  of  the  Native  Affairs  Committee,  and 
requested  that  he  should  obtain  copies  of  docu- 
ments connected  with  the  civil  and  criminal 
actions  in  reference  to  the  same  matter;  and 
he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  it  would  be 
found  that  six  months  ago  there  was  not  a  word 
said  about  forgery.  The  honorable  member  for 
Mount  Ida  had  gone  very  fully  into  the  facts, 
and  had  put  into  Mansard  some  damaging  state- 
ments— for  the  purpose,  no  doubt,  of  injuring  a 
political  opponent ;  and  he  (Mr.  Sutton)  should 
take  the  opportunity  on  a  future  occasion  of 
representing  his  version  of  the  facts.  The  whole 
of  the  statement  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Mount  Ida  was  false,  with  one  very  important 
exception.  That  was  the  portion  which  referred 
to  a  reserve  of  850  acres.  That  was  perfectly 
true.  He  did  not  know  whether  the  document 
which  the  honorable  member  for  Mount  Ida 
read  was  a  document  in  his  (Mr.  Sutton's)  hand- 
writing, but  he  was  aware  that  such  a  document 
existed  at  the  time  of  the  transaction.  It  was 
part  of  the  agreement  that  350  acres  were  to  be 
reserved  for  the  Native  selling,  and  the  matter 
was  never  questioned  from  that  day  to  this.  It 
was  much  more  a  part  of  the  agreement  than  the 
purchase-money  for  which  he  sold  his  share.  All 
the  other  portions  of  the  petition,  alleging  yery 
serious  and  graye  charges  against  him,  he  had 
not  the  slightest  doubt  the  Conimittee  would 
completely  upset.  What  the  Native  wanted — 
and  no  one  knew  this  better  than  the  honorable 
member  for  Mount  Ida — was  the  balance  of  the 
rery  large  sum  of  £17,500  paid  to  the  Natives 
in  connection  with  this  land.  Four  years  ago, 
Messrs.  Watt  and  Farmer,  the  present  occupiers 


of  the  property,  paid  the  Natives  £17,500  and 
took  from  them  a  clear  conveyance.  What 
Rora  Nonoi  wanted  to  know  was,  where  a  large 
balance  of  this  money,  due  to  her  as  representa- 
tive of  Paora  Nonoi,  had  got  to.  He  had  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that,  if  that  Native  woman 
appeared  before  the  Committee,  it  would  be 
shown  without  a  shadow  of  doubt  that  £600  or 
£700  had  been  detained  from  her  against  her 
will  by  honorable  gentlemen  who  were  connected 
with  the  same  interest  as  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Mount  Ida.  With  reference  to  Mr. 
Davie,  he  could  only  repeat,  with  a  little  more 
emphasis,  the  character  given  to  him  by  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames  in  the  Com- 
mittee, when  asked  in  his  presence  what  sort  of 
a  man  Mr.  Davie  was.  He  said  he  was  a  man 
he  would  never  employ.  He  was  then  asked  if 
he  was  a  pakeha-Maori.  He  said  Yes,  and  that 
he  was  one  of  a  low  sort.  In  reference  to  the 
Committee,  he  only  asked  that  the  thing  should 
be  thoroughly  gone  into.  He  did  not  think  the 
Native  Affairs  Committee,  as  at  present  consti- 
tuted, was  the  proper  tribunal  to  try  these  things, 
and  he  intended  to  move  that  a  Select  Committee 
should  be  appointed  by  the  Committee  of  Selec- 
tion, to  whom  this  petition  should  be  referred, 
with  instructions  to  sift  the  whole  matter  from 
top  to  bottom. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  was  not  going  to  be  led  off  on 
a  false  scent.  The  question  before  the  House  was 
entirely  distinct  from  the  one  raised  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Napier.  When  this  question 
was  settled,  he  would  g^ve  ^e  honorable  member 
as  emphatic  an  answer  as  he  could  expect  to  have. 
He  would  not  make  a  personal  attack  on  him,  or 
import  any  merely  personal  matter  into  the  debate. 
He  submitted  that  he  had,  in  the  debate  on  this 
question,  taken  the  line  which  the  honorable  mem- 
ber ought  also  to  haye  taken.  He  might  haye 
been  tempted  to  speak  strongly ;  but  he  felt  that, 
being  a  witness  in  the  case  and  a  member  of  the 
Committee,  his  mouth  ought  to  be  sealed  on  the 
real  facts ;  and  the  honorable  member  for  Napier 
should  have  shown  the  same  generosity,  and  should 
not  have  attempted  to  make  this  particular  debate 
the  medium  of  an  attack  upon  himself. 

Mr.  MURRAY  suggested  to  the  honorable 
member  for  Clive  that  he  should  withdraw  his 
amendment.  He  regretted  that  the  Chairman 
of  the  Coinmittee  had  not  made  his  statement 
earlier,  as  it  would  have  saved  a  great  deal  of 
unnecessary  discussion  and  ill-feeling. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  said  the  honorable  member  for 
Bruce  seemed  to  be  saddling  blame  on  his  shoul- 
ders which  he  was  not  prepared  to  take.  When 
he  brought  up  the  resolution  and  handed  it  to 
the  Speaker,  he  did  so  with  the  full  intention  of 
giving  the  House  some  reasons  for  moving  the 
resolution.  The  Prime  Minister,  however,  rose  at 
once,  and  said  he  considered  notice  should  be 
given  ;  and  other  honorable  gentlemen  also  sprang 
up  immediately  after  him.  He  had  therefore  no 
opportunity  whatever  of  offering  any  explanation ; 
otherwise  ho  would  have  done  so.  As  long  as 
ho  was  a  member  of  the  House  he  would  never 
attempt  to  steal  a  resolution  slily  through  th^ 
House  without  debate. 
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Mr.  GISBORNE  said  that,  as  the  amendment 
was  not  withdrawn,  and  as  it  might  form  a  pre- 
cedent, he  would  like  to  cay  one  or  two  words 
on  the  subject.  Two  legal  questions  had  been 
raised  :  one  by  the  honorable  member  for  Ash- 
ley, that  the  Speaker  had  not  the  authority  to 
issue  such  an  oraer ;  and  the  other  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Nelson  (Mr.  Acton  Adams),  that 
a  witness  before  a  Committee  of  the  House  was 
bound  to  answer  questions,  even  though  they 
might  criminate  him.  As  a  layman  he  would  feel 
at  a  disadvantage  in  combating  those  opinions ; 
but  confessedly  they  were  given  by  those  honor- 
able gentlemen,  not  as  lawyers,  but  as  representa- 
tives in  the  House ;  and  therefore  he  met  them  on 
common  ground.  With  regard  to  the  question 
raised  by  tlie  honorable  member  for  Ashley,  the 
honorable  gentleman  seemed  to  forget  the  Par- 
liamentary Privileges  Act,  under  which  that  As- 
sembly possessed  the  same  powers  as  the  House 
of  Commons.  There  were  many  precedents  in 
the  House  of  Commons  in  which  the  Speaker  had 
ordered  the  keepers  of  gaols  to  produce  witnesses 
who  were  under  detention,  in  order  to  give  evi- 
dence before  Committees  of  the  House.  He 
thought  also,  with  respect  to  the  second  ques- 
tion, that  "Tbe  Parliamentary  Privileges  Act, 
1875,"  when  it  used  the  words,  *'  sliall  give  tes- 
timony," meant  to  say  that  in  the  couri>e  of 
giving  iestin)ony  witnesses  mi^jlit  claim  the  same 
immunity  and  privileges  as  they  could  in  the 
Supreme  Court,  and  that  therefore  they  would 
not  bo  bound  to  answer  questions  which  would 
criminate  themselves.  With  regard  to  the  main 
question,  he  came  to  the  House  the  other  day 
after  the  debate  had  commenced,  and  as  soon  as 
be  thought  he  understood  the  question  he  gave 
his  view  at  the  impulse  of  the  moment.  Subse- 
quent reflection  had  fortified  him  in  the  adoption 
of  that  view,  which  was,  that  the  act  of  the 
House  in  ordering  the  production  of  a  witness 
under  detention  in  gaol  in  order  to  give  evi- 
dence before  a  Committee,  was  merely  a  formal 
administrative  act.  The  Premier  asked,  if  that 
was  the  case,  why  was  the  House  asked  at  all  to 
give  the  order  ?  He  would  answer  that  this  order 
was  tantamount  to  a  habeas  corpus  in  a  Court  of 
law,  and  the  Supreme  Court  was  the  only  Court 
of  law  able  to  order  the  issue  of  such  a  writ. 
No  doubt  it  was  thought  that,  admitting  that 
an  order  of  the  House  was  requisite,  the  full 
weight  of  a  direct  order  from  the  House  should 
be  given.  But  did  it  follow  that  it  was  not 
therefore  an  administrative,  formal  act  of  the 
House  ?  If  they  took  a  contrary  view,  let  them 
look  at  the  difficulties  they  would  land  them- 
selves in.  This  debate  was  an  illustration  of 
those  difficulties.  First  there  was  a  breach  of 
their  Standing  Orders,  and,  with  all  deference  to 
Mr.  Speaker,  he  must  say  it  was  not  competent 
for  him  to  relax  the  Standing  Order.  The  House 
itself  must  suspend  Standing  Orders,  when  two- 
thirds  of  the  members  were  present.  The  Stand- 
ing Orders  said,  no  divulgement  of  the  proceed- 
ings or  evidence  before  a  Committee  should  be 
made  until  the  fiual  report  of  the  Committee  was 
brought  before  the  House.  Again,  let  them  look 
at  the  inconvenience.  Here  they  had  statements 
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and  counter-statements  of  what  had  happened  in 
Committee.     What  did  they  know  authentically 
of  what  happened  in  Committee  ?     Until  yester- 
day he  knew  nothing  of  the  case,  and  his  posi- 
tion, he  supposed,  was  the  same  as  that  of  many 
others.     He  believed  they  knew  little  more  now. 
Therefore  it  was  not  right  to  ask  them  to  give 
a  distinct  decision  upon  an   issue   which  they 
could  not  properly  decide  until  they  authentic- 
ally had   the  whole  of  the  proceedings   before 
them,  because  the  issue  raised  clearly  reviewed 
the  whole  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee. 
Therefore  he  would  say  that  if  they  took  this 
course  of  giving  eflect  to  the  wishes  of  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  production  of  a  witness  who  hip- 
pened  to  be  in  gaol,  without  having  the  whole 
proceedings  of  the  Committee  before  them,  they 
raised  an  issue  which  it  was  impossible  for  honor- 
able members   to  decide.      He  argued  that  the 
order  of  this  House  was   simply  a  formal  ad- 
ministrative act,   at  the  instance  of   the  Com- 
mittee to  whom  they  had  referred  the  subject 
of  the  petition  for  consideration.     The  fact  of 
the  witness  being  in  gaol  was  simply  an  accident. 
If  he  had  as  a  free  man  lived  in  Wanganui,  he 
could  have  been  summoned  in  due  course  to  appear 
before  the  Committee.      He  happened  to  be  in 
gaol,  aJid  it  therefore  required  the  formal  order  of 
this  House  to  have  him  produced.    It  did  not  raise 
the  question  whether,  in  their  opinion,  Worgan*s 
evidence  was  necessary  in  the  case   under  the 
consideration  of  the  Committee.     With  regard 
to  the  amendment  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Clive,  he  did  not  quite  understand  the  object  of 
it.     The  first  part  of  it  stated  that  the  witness 
was  not  to  be  summoned  until  the  Committee 
had  satisfied  themselves  that  the   petition  vraa 
bond  fide,  and  came  from  the  petitioners.     It  was 
the  first  duty  of  the  Committee  to  be  satisfied  that 
the  prayer  of  the  petition  was  bond  fide,  and  that 
the  petitioner  was  responsible  for  the  petition. 
They  had  a  statement  from  an  honorable  member 
that  he  knew  of  his  own  knowledge  that  the  peti* 
tion   proceeded   bond  fide  from    the   petitioner. 
They   should  therefore    accept  that   statement. 
The  interpretation  given  to  the  second  part  of  the 
amendment  was  against  the  argument  used  in 
this  debate.     The   Premier  stated  that,  if  the 
petition  proceeded  from  the  petitioner,  then  Mr. 
Worgan   should   be  produced.     The    argument 
they  had  heard  was,  that  the  witness  should  not 
be  heard  until  they  knew  that  the  petitioner  could 
not  proceed  in  a  Court  of  law  :  if  therefore  they 
allowed  the  witness's  evidence  to  be  giren  before 
they  knew  whether  the  petitioner  could  proceed 
in  a  Court  of  law,  they  did  away  with  the  main 
substratum  of  the  arguments  given  in  the  House 
against  the  production  of  the  witness  at  all.    As  he 
understood  the  amendment,  it  would  improperly 
interfere  with  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee, 
which  were  not  before  the  House.     They  should 
place  all  reliance  upon  the  Committee,  and  give 
formal  effect  to  their  request  for  the  production 
of  the  witness  they  considered  neoessary  to  be 
examined.     He  hoped  the  amendment  would  be 
withdrawn,  or,  if  not  withdrawn,  that  it  would  be 
negatived,  and  that  the  House  would  act  in  the 
same  manner  as  the   House  of  Commons  did 
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in  nmilar  oases.  He  had  looked  at  two  prece- 
dents in  the  Journals  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
f^diHctnsard  showed  that  no  objection  was  taken 
in  either  case  to  an  order  being  issued  to  the 
keeper  of  a  gaol  to  produce  a  prisoner  required 
to  gire  evidence  before  a  Committee.  The  order 
was  given  without  anj  debate  taking  place.  The 
whole  proceedings  were  simply  formal,  in  order 
that  the  inquiry  of  the  Committee  might  at  once 
be  proceed^  with,  and  justice  done. 

Mr.  J.  T.  FISHEB  would  not  trouble  the 
House  with  many  remarks,  as  a  good  deal  of 
time  had  already  been  taken  up  in  discussing  this 
matter.  He  thought  the  Committee  had  cause  to 
complain  of  the  action  taken  by  the  GoTernment 
and  some  members  of  the  House.  They  had  been 
treated  with  scant  courtesy  because  they  had  done 
their  duty.  A  large  majority  of  the  Committee 
bad  passed  a  resolution,  which  they  brought  before 
the  House  and  asked  that  it  should  be  adopted. 
Because  the  Committee  had  done  that,  they  were 
jumped  on — to  repeat  an  expression  already  used 
— by  the  GoTemment  and  some  members  of  the 
House.  He  thought  the  Gorerument  should 
rather  support  the  Committee,  who  took  a  good 
deal  of  work  on  themselyes.  So  long  as  the  Com- 
mittee did  their  duty,  and  did  not  go  outside  their 
functions,  they  were,  at  all  erent?,  deserving  of 
the  protection  of  the  House,  and  lie  hoped  the 
House  would  protect  them  by  not  passing  the 
amendment. 

Question  put,  ''That  the  word  'not'  be  in- 
•erted  before  the  word  '  issue ;' "  upon  which  a 
division  was  called  for,  with  the  following  re- 
sult:— 

Ayes         21 

Noes         44 


Majority  against 


23 


Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Bain, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Driver, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Mason,   . 
Mr.  Oliver, 
Mr.  BoUeston, 
Captain  BusseU, 

Mr.  Acton  Adams, 
Mr.  Allwright, 
Mr.  Andrews, 
Mr.  Ballance, 
Mr.  Barron, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Mr.  Dick, 
Mr.  Finn, 
Mr.  Fulton, 
Mr.  George, 
Mr.  Gisbome, 
Sir  G.  Grey, 
Major  Harris, 
Mr.  Hislop, 


AtB8. 

Mr.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Studholme, 
Colonel  Trimble, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 
Major  Willis, 
Mr.  Wright, 
Mr.  Richardson. 

Tellerg. 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Ormond. 


Noes. 


Mr.  Moss, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Pyke, 
Mr.  Beeves, 
Mr.  Beid, 
Mr.  Seddon, 
Mr.  Shanks, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Shephard, 
Mr.  Speight, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Tainui, 
Mr.  Tawhai, 
Major  Te  Wheoro, 


Mr.  W.  J.  Hurst, 
Mr.  Hutchison, 
Mr.  Ireland, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  Lundon, 
Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  McDonald, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Moorhouse, 


Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  Tomoann, 
Mr.  TurnbuU, 
Dr.  Wallis. 

Tellert, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Hamlin. 


Faibs. 

Agaimt, 
I  Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher, 
I  Mr.  Brown. 


For, 
Mr.  H.  Hirst, 
Mr.  Pitt. 

The  amendment  was  consequently  negatived, 
and  the  resolution  agreed  to. 

WELLINGTON-FOXTON  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  said  that,  by  leave  of  the 
House,  he  would  like  to  ask  the  Government  n 
question  without  notice.  It  was  on  a  very  im- 
portant subject,  affecting  this  part  of  the  colony. 
The  question  he  wished  to  ask  was  as  follows  : 
Whether  the  Government  are  prepared  to  propose 
such  an  amendment  of  the  law  as  to  permit  them 
to  accept  tenders  for  separate  sections  of  any  rail- 
way lines  which  have  been  sanctioned  by  Parlia- 
ment ;  and  whether,  in  this  way,  they  will  now 
ask  the  sanction  of  this  House  to  enable  them  to 
deal  at  once  with  a  tender  which  has  been  already 
provisionoUy  accepted  for  the  first  section  of  the 
Wellington -Foxton  line.  He  did  not  know 
whether  he  was  at  liberty  to  make  any  remarks 
on  this  question;  but  he  might  state,  with  the 
permission  of  the  House,  that  up  till  last  evening 
it  was  understood — he  thought,  by  the  whole  of 
the  public — that  this  tender  was  all  but  accepted, 
although  it  was  not  legally  so.  It  was  a  tender 
for  the  first  section  of  the  line,  from  Welling- 
ton to  Wadestown  —  the  fijrst  portion  of  the 
Wellington-Foxton  Railway.  Last  evening  some 
of  them  came  to  understand  that  the  tender  was 
not  accepted — in  point  of  fact,  that  the  Govem- 
men  did  not  intend,  as  he  understood,  to  ask  the 
sanction  of  the  House  that  the  work  should  be 
carried  on ;  and  his  constituents,  and,  in  fact, 
the  whole  of  the  public  in  this  quarter  of  the 
North  Island,  were  very  much  concerned  to  know 
whether  the  Government  meant  to  go  on  with 
this  contract,  being  led  to  understand  that  the 
thing  was  distinctly  settled,  as  a  work  which  the 
Wellington  people  ought  to  get  commenced,  un- 
less the  Auckland  peofSe  were  going  to  absorb— 

Hon.  Mbmbbbs. — Question,  question. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  do  not  think  the  honor- 
able member  is  at  liberty  to  make  these  observa- 
tions in  asking  a  question  without  notice. 

Mr.  HAXL  said  be  would  ask  the  honorable 
member  to  give  notice  of  his  question. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  think  that  is  very 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  member  can- 
not compel  the  Government  to  answer  a  question 
without  notice. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  said  he  would  move  the 
adjournment  of  the  House. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honorable  member 
could  not  ask  the  Gbvemment  to  answer  a  ques- 
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tion  on  a  motion  for  tlie  adjournment  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  said  he  was  going  on  to  saj 
that  it  was  exceedingly  unsatisfactory  to  the  public 
for  the  Premier  simply  to  ask  him  to  give  notice 
of  his  question.  The  GoTemment  must  know 
whether  or  not  they  were  going  to  a«k  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  House  for  this  vote ;  and  the  public 
interests  were  very  much  concerned  in  the  mat- 
ter. He  understood  that  the  contractor  had 
made  his  arrangements  for  the  carrying-on  of  this 
contract.  Besides,  one  of  the  objects  for  at  once 
proceeding  with  it  was  this :  A  very  large  depu- 
tation waited  recently  on  the  GoTcmment,  and 
they  had  an  assurance  that  the  work  would  be 
commenced  at  once,  to  relieve  an  overburdened 
labour-market ;  and  there  was  not  then  a  shadow 
of  a  hint  that  this  thing  would  not  be  done  im- 
mediately on  the  contract  being  accepted.  Of 
course  it  was  quite  clear  it  required  the  sanction 
of  the  House,  but  he  was  sure  that  sanction  would 
be  given  at  once  if  the  Government  aeked  for  it. 

Hon.  Members. — No,  no. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  said  that  some  honorable 
members  said  **  No."  All  he  could  say  was  this : 
that  if  honorable  members  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  House  were  not  prepared  to  sanction  it, 
honorable  members  on  his  aide  were  prepared  to 
do  it  the  moment  they  were  asked. 

Mr.  HALL  bad  only  to  say,  in  answer  to 
the  statement  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Wellington  City,  tliat  the  question  was  under  the 
consideration  of  the  Government.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  knew  that  the  Government  had 
serious  difficulties  to  contend  with  in  the  matter. 
The  honorable  gentleman  had  been  told  of  these 
difficulties,  and  his  speech  that  night,  therefore, 
was  an  unfair,  unjust,  and  unreasonable  one.  The 
honorable  gentleman  knew  that  the  Government 
had  great  difficulties  to  contend  with,  and  they 
were  doing  their  very  best  to  meet  them.  He 
also  knew  that  they  had  asked  for  a  sum  of 
money  to  be  expended  in  affording  work  to  the 
unemployed,  and  that,  too,  on  this  very  railway. 
The  Government  would  do  their  utmoet  to  afford 
employment  wherever  it  could  be  reasonably 
asked ;  and  the  postponement  of  this  contract 
would  not  prevent  tnat  employment  being  af- 
forded. He  was  sure  that  the  House  would  not 
expect  the  Government  to  answer  rnch  a  question 
off-hand.  They  should  have  reasonable  notice — 
a  reasonable  time  to  prepare  their  answer ;  but 
the  honorable  gentleman  had  done  an  unreason- 
able thing,  and,  with  the  knowledge  he  possessed, 
a  very  unfair  thing  also. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  said  he  was  not  aware  of 
any  unfairness  on  his  part.  He  gave  notice  that 
he  would  ask  the  question  next  day. 

Sir  G.  GEEY  thought  it  would  be  reasonable 
that  the  House  should  be  told  in  what  manner 
the  honorable  member  for  Wellington  City  had 
acted  uniustly.  He  did  not  think  it  was  fair  to 
put  any  honorable  member  down  with  an  asser- 
tion of  that  kind  without  giving  a  statement  to 
the  House.  If  the  honorable  member  for  Wel- 
lington City  had  acted  unjustly,  unfairly,  and  un- 
reasonably, he  thought  the  House  ought  to  be 
told  in  what  respect.  He  did  not  think  it  would 
Mr.  Speaker 


be  a  fair  thing  to  pat  the  honorable  gentleman 
down  in  that  way. 

Motion  for  adjournment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

PROTECTION  OF  ANIMALS  BILL. 

Mr.  WHITAKER,in  moving  the  second  read- 
ing of  this  Bill,  said  that  section  16  of  ''The 
Protection  of  Animals  Act,  1873,"  provided  that — 

"  No  person  shall  take,  kill,  or  pursue,  or  use 
any  dog,  gun,  net,  or  other  engine  for  the  purpose 
of  taking,  killing,  or  pursuing,  any  game  until 
such  person  shall  have  taken  out  a  license  to  kill 
game  under  this  Act,  and  paid  the  duty  hereby 
made  payable  thereon ;  and,  if  any  person  shall 
offend  against  the  provisions  of  this  section,  he 
shall  be  liable  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding  twenty 
pounds." 

There  was  no  alternative,  and,  under  the  Jus* 
tices  of  the  Peace  Act,  in  default  of  payment, 
offenders  were  sent  to  gaoL  His  object  in  intro- 
ducing the  Bill  was  to  prevent  imprisonment  in 
this  country  for  a  breach  of  what  were  called 
the  game-laws.  Ho  sympathized  with  the  accli- 
matization of  animals  and  birds,  and  would  bo 
one  of  the  last  to  interfere  with  those  clauses  of 
the  Act  which  would  afford  protection  to  newly- 
imported  birds  and  animals,  and  therefore  would 
wish  to  see  the  penalties  continued  in  those  cases 
until  thoy  had  become  thoroughly  acclimatized; 
but  he  wished  to  see  the  laws  so  altered  that  after 
a  certain  period  had  elapsed  these  birds  might  be 
declared  to  be  "  game."  He  would  not  remove  the 
penalties  against  those  persons  who  shot  birds  or 
animals  out  of  the  proper  season,  because  thej 
ought  not  to  be  swept  off  the  face  of  the  earth ; 
but  what  he  did  object  to  was  that  persons  who 
shot  birds  or  animals  which  had  become  acclima- 
tized so  far  as  to  enable  them  to  be  called  game 
should  be  punished  by  imprisonment.  The  mat- 
ter hud  been,  brought  under  his  notice  by  a 
case,  which  was  heard  in  his  own  district,  of  a 
person  in  the  Township  of  Ngaruawahia,  who 
shot  some  pheasant-s  without  having  a  license. 
That  man  was  brought  before  the  magistrate, 
who,  of  course,  had  no  option  but  to  carry  out 
the  law,  and  what  was  certainly  an  excessive 
penalty  was  inflicted.  It  was  true  the  man  had 
been  warned,  and  it  appeared  that,  in  spite  of  the 
warning,  he  shot  tliree  pheasants :  he  was  fined 
£5  for  each  bird,  making  £15  in  all,  the  costs  in 
the  case  bringing  up  the  total  to  £31  10s.  The 
man  was  a  shoemaker  in  the  township,  who  was 
not  very  well  off,  and,  being  unable  t^  pay  the  fine, 
he  had  to  undergo  two  months'  imprisonment. 
Without  arrogating  to  himself  any  claim  to  be 
particularly  liberal,  he  (Mr.  Whitaker)  certainly 
did  not  desire  to  see  the  game-laws  perpetuated 
in  New  Zealand ;  and  he  wished  to  see  the  law 
so  framed  that,  when  birds  became  so  plentiful  as 
to  bo  denominated  game,  no  person  should  be  im- 
prisoned for  shooting  them.  It  had  been  said 
that  the  penalty  had  been  provided  for  revenue 
purposes;  but,  when  it  came  to  imprisoning  a 
person  in  order  to  raise  revenue,  he  did  not  think 
the  end  justified  the  means.  In  this  case  the 
man  was  taken  away  from  his  family,  who  suffered 
in  consequence  of  his  being  put  into  gaol. 
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Mr.  J.  T.  FISHER  would  support  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill,  although  he  thought  it  scarcely 
went  far  enough.  He  would  like  to  see  game 
protected  during  the  breeding  season,  but  he 
object^  to  the  game-laws  being  introduced  into 
New  2!ea1and. 

Mr.  GISBOBNE  asked  the  mover  to  explain 
what  power,  if  this  Bill  were  passed,  the  magis- 
irate  would  hare  for  enforcing  the  penalty,  in 
the  erent  of  the  person  refusing  to  paj. 

Mr.  MURRAY  said  the  remarks  of  the  honor- 
able gentleman  who  introduced  the  Bill  were  per- 
fectly correct.  The  case  to  which  that  honorable 
gentleman  referred  was  brought  under  his  notice 
also,  and  was  one  of  extreme  hardship.  They 
had  heard  of  people  in  the  Old  Country  being  led 
up  to  be  hanged,  and  their  children  being  reduced 
to  penury,  for  riolation  of  the  game-laws.  In  this 
caae  a  poor  cobbler  of  Ngaruawahia  was  taken 
sway  from  his  labour,  dragged  from  his  home, 
torn  from  the  bosom  of  his  family,  and  sub- 
jected to  the  cruel  indignity  of  being  imprisoned 
for  two  months,  for  shooting  three  pheasants. 
They  had  had  in  the  Old  Counti7  eyidenoe  of 
the  cruel  wrongs  that  might  be  inflicted  upon 
people  by  the  prori^ions  of  the  game-laws,  and 
here  they  should  jealously  guard  tliemselres 
against  the  possibility  of  such  cruel  inflictions. 
He  thought  the  Bill  did  not  go  far  enough. 
Every  person  who  owned  land  ought  to  have  the 
ri^ht  to  destroy  the  vermin  which  a  certain  class 
oi  people  introauced  into  this  country.  He  looked 
upon  those  persons  who  formed  themselves  into 
acclimatization  societies  as  instances  of  the  truth 
of  Dr.  Watts's  words,  that 

Satan  finds  some  mischief  still 
For  idle  hands  to  do. 

Mr.  WHITAKER  said  there  was  an  Act  in 
existence  which  gave  people  the  right  to  shoot 
over  their  own  land.  In  answer  to  the  remark  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Heathcote,  he  might 
state  that  animals  and  birds  were  protected  in 
the  close  season,  and  he  had  no  wish  to  interfere 
with  that  provision,  because  he  thought  that 
persons  should  be  subjected  to  imprisonment  for 
shooting  animals  and  birds  during  the  close  season. 
As  to  the  remark  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Totara,  it  was  not  a  question,  in  his  mind,  how  the 
penalty  was  to  be  recovered.  All  he  knew  was  this : 
that  at  the  present  time  it  was  possible  for  a  man 
to  be  imprisoned  for  shooting  game  without  a 
license,  and  he  thought  it  should  be  made  impos- 
sible. He  would  leave  the  power  to  inflict  a  nne, 
so  that  the  debt  would  always  hang  over  a  person 
who  was  flned,  and  when  he  had  the  money  it  could 
be  got  from  him ;  but  he  woidd  do  i^way  with  the 
power  to  imprison  a  mnn  who  could  not  pay. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

ONEHUNaA  WATER  RESERVE  BILL. 

This  Bill  was  considered  in  Committee. 

Clause  3. — Former  grant  cancelled. 

Mr.  SWANSON  moved.  That  the  following 
words  be  added  to  the  clause:  "Provided  that 
the  Onehunga  Borough  Council  shall  do  nothing 
to  interfere  with  the  public  access  to  and  the  free 
use  of  the  contiguous  springs  for  public  pur- 

POMS." 


Question  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
added  be  so  added ;"  upon  which  a  oirision  was 
called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         27 

Noes         84 


Majority  against . . . 


Atxb. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mai 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Murray, 

Oliver, 

Rolleston, 

Saunders, 

Sheehan, 

Speight, 

Stevens, 

Swanson, 

or  Willis, 

Reader  Wood, 

Wright. 

Telleri, 
Q-isbome, 
Tole. 


Mr.  Acton  Adams, 
Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Bain, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  H.  Hirst, 
Mr.  W.  J.  Hurst, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Hutchison, 
Mr.  Ireland, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Moss, 

Mr.  AUwright, 

Mr.  Andrews, 

Mr.  Barron, 

Captain  Colbeck, 

Mr.  De  Lautour, 

Mr.  Finn, 
iMr.  J.  T.  Fisher, 

Mr.  George, 

Mr.  Gibbs, 

Major  Harris, 
'  Mr.  Hislop, 

Mr.  Lundon, 

Mr.  McCaughan, 

Mr.  McDonald, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

Mr.  Moorhouse, 

Mr.  O'Rorke, 

Mr.  Pitt, 

The  amendment  was  consequently  negatived, 
and  the  clause  agreed  to. 

Mr.  TOLE  proposed  a  new  clause  securing  to 
the  residents  of  Onehunga  Borough  and  Eden 
County  access  to  the  springs  free  of  charge. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second 
time ;  "  upon  which  a  division  was  called  for,  with 
the  following  retolt : — 

Ayes         22 

Noes         84 


Noes. 

I  Mr.  Fyke, 

I  Mr.  Rieves, 
Captain  Russell, 
Mr.  Seddon, 
Mr.  Shanks, 
Mr.  Shephajd, 
Mr.  Studholme, 
Mr.  Tainui, 
Mr.  Tawhai, 
Major  Te  Wheoro, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tomoana, 

,  Colonel  Trimble, 

,  Mr.-TurnbuU. 

Tellers, 
i  Mr.  Hamlin, 
I  Mr.  Whitaker. 


Majority  against . 

Mr.  Bain, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  W.  J.  Hurst, 
Mr.  Hursthonse, 
Mr.  Hutchison, 
Mr.  Ireland, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Moss, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Oliver, 


12 

ATM. 

Mr.  Rolleston, 
Mr.  Saunders, 
Mr.  Speight, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Major  Willis, 
Mr.  Reader  Wood, 
Mr.  Wright. 

Telleri. 
Mr.  Gisbome, 
Mr.  Tole. 
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Noes. 


Mr.  All  Wright, 
Mr.  Andrew8| 
Mr.  Barron, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Captain  Colbeck, 
Mr.  Do  Lautoar, 
Mr.  Finn, 
Mr.  J.  T.  Firfier, 
Mr.  George, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Major  Harrii, 
Mr.  H.  Hirst, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Lundon, 
Mr.  McCaughan, 
Mr.  McDonald, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  O'Rorke, 


Mr.  Pitt, 
Mr.  Pyke, 
Mr.  BeeTes, 
Mr.  Seddon, 
Mr.  Shanks, 
Mr.  Shephard, 
Mr.  Studholme, 
Mr.  Tainui, 
Mr.  Tawhai, 
Major  Te  Wbeoro, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tomoana, 
Colonel  Trimble, 
Mr.  Tumbull. 

Tellers, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Whitaker. 


The  clause  was  consequently  negatived. 
Bill  reported  to  the  House,  and  read  a  third 
time. 

LICENSING  BILL  (No.  2). 
Mr.  ACTON  ADAMS  moved.  That  this  Bill 
be  considered  in  Committee. 

Question  put, "  That  I  do  leare  the  chair, 
for  the  purpose  of  going  into  Committee  on  this 
Bill ;"  upon  which  a  diyision  was  called  for,  with 
the  following  result : — 

Ayes         84 

Noee         19 


Majority  for 


Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Captain  Col  beck, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Finn, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  H.  Hirst, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Hutchison, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Lundon, 
Mr.  McCaughan, 
Mr.  McDonald, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Oliyer, 
Mr.  Pitt, 

Mr.  AUwright, 
Mr.  Andrews, 
Mr.  Bain, 
Mr.  Barron, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Dick, 
Mr.  George, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Major  Harris, 
Mr.  Ireland, 
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Mr.  Rolleston, 
Mr.  Saunders, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Steyens, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Tainui, 
Mr.  Tawhai, 
Major  Te  Wheoro, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  Tomoana, 
Colonel  Trimble, 
Mr.  TurnbuU, 
Major  Willis, 
Mr.  Wright. 

Tellert, 
"MlT,  Acton  Adams, 
Mr.  Whitaker. 

Noes. 

Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Moss, 
Mr.  Pyke, 
Mr.  Seddon, 
Mr.  Shanks, 
Mr.  Shephard, 
Mr.  Thomson. 

Tellers,        % 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Speight. 


The  motion  was  consequently  agreed  to,  and 
the  House  went  into  Committee  on  Uie  BilL 
Mr.  ToU 


IK  COXMTTTBE. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  mored.  That  the  Chairman  do 
report  progress,  and  ask  leare  to  sit  again. 

Question  put,  '*  That  I  do  report  progress,  and 
ask  leaTe  to  sit  again;"  upon  which  a  diriaioo 
was  called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         21 

Noes         24 


Majority  against 


8 


Atbs. 


Mr.  AUwright, 
Mr.  Andrews, 
Mr.  Barron, 
Mr.  Dick, 
Mr.  Finn, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Major  Harris, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Hutchison, 
Mr.  Ireland, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 

Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Bain, 
Captain  Colbeck, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  W.  J.  Hurst, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Lundon, 
Mr.  McCaughan, 
Mr.  McDonald, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Murray, 


Bfr.  Pyke, 
Mr.  Reeves, 
Mr.  Saundersy 
Mr.  Shauks, 
Mr.  Tainui, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tomoana, 
Mr.  TumbulL 
TellerM. 
Mr.  George, 
Mr.  Speight. 


Nobs. 


Mr.  Bolleston, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Shephard* 
Mr.  Sterens, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Tawhai, 
Major  Te  Wheoxo, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Cobnel  Trimble. 


Tellers. 
Mr.  Acton  Adams, 
Mr.  Pitt. 

The  motion  was  consequently  negatiyed. 
Progress  was  subsequently  reported,  and  laaTO 
giyen  to  sit  again. 
The  House  adjourned  at  one  o'clo<^  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Friday,  7th  Xovember,  1879. 


Second  Besding— Third  Beadiof;  —  Osxnam  Waterwoika 
BUU 

The  Hon.  the  Speakbb  took  the  chair  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 
Pbatebs. 

SECOND  BEADING. 
Church  Property  Trust  (Canterbury)  Bill. 

THIRD  READING. 
Lirerpool  and  London  and  Globe  Insuranoo 
Company's  Bill. 

OAMARU  WATERWORKS  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER,  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  said  it  was  a  measure  auUio- 
rising  the  Corporation  of  Oamaru  to  borrow 
money  for  the  purpose  of  completing;  the  water- 
works of  the  Town  of  Oamaru.     An  Act  wftt 
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passed  in  1875  called  "  Tlie  Oamaru  Waterworks 
Act,  1875,"  by  which  the  Corporation  was  era- 
powered  to  borrow  £60,000  for  waterworks.  That 
sam  was  borrowed,  the  loan  being  floated  in 
London,  and  the  waterworks  were  commenced  ; 
but  he  was  sorry  to  say  that  in  this  instance,  as 
in  many  other  cases,  it  was  found  the  sum  bor- 
roired  was  not  sufficient,  and  it  became  necessary 
to  aek  for  power  to  borrow  £40,000  more.  Power 
to  do  that  was  granted  by  the  Oamaru  Water- 
works Act  Amendment  Act  of  1878  ;  but  it  was 
discorered  that  the  objection  to  placing  so  small 
a  sum  as  £40,000  on  the  London  market  would 
be  fatal  to  the  negotiations,  and  therefore  the 
k>cal  authorities  were  applying  to  Parliament  to 
cancel  this  loan  of  £40,000 — to  give  power  to 

float  the  whole  sum  of  £100,000 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL.— A  mere  clerical 


The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  was  afraid  he  could 
not  make  that  excuse.  It  would  be  noticed  that 
£60,000  of  that  sum  had  already  been  raised ;  but 
the  loan  would  be  called  a  £100,000  or  £110,000 
loan,  as  it  was  described  in  the  Bill,  care  being 
taken  that  the  rights  of  the  first  debenture- 
holders  should  bo  secured  intact.  That  was  the 
object  of  the  Bill.  He  might  say  that  the  Local 
Bills  Committee  had  inquired  into  the  Bill,  and 
had  reported  that  the  Standing  Orders  had  not 
been  complied  with,  inasmuch  as  the  advertise- 
ment which  had  been  published  giving  notice  of 
the  Bill  mentioned  the  sum  of  £100,000  instead 
of  £110,000,  the  sum  named  in  the  Bill ;  but  he 
thought,  if  the  Council  were  willing,  that  diffi- 
culty might  easily  be  got  rid  of  by  a  reduction 
of  the  sum  mentioned  in  the  Bill  to  a  sum  of 
£100,000.  The  works  were  now  nearly  completed, 
and  if  this  money  coiild  be  secured  the  C(»'pora- 
tion  expected  to  get  the  water  into  the  town  by 
the  commencement  of  next  year ;  while,  in  the 
event  of  the  negotiation  for  securing  this  £40,000 
failing,  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  Corpora- 
tion would  be  almost  insuperable,  and  the  people 
would  have  to  pay  interest  on  the  £60,000  bor- 
rowed without  deriving  any  corresponding  advan- 
tages. Of  course  there  could  be  no  revenue  from 
the  water  supply  until  the  supply  commenced, 
but  interest  mu»t  go  on.  Therefore  it  was  of 
the  greatest  possible  importance  that  this  money 
should  be  obtained,  and  he  hoped  there  would  be 
DO  objection  to  the  Bill  being  read  a  second  time, 
it  being  understood  that,  if  desired,  amendments 
could  be  introduced  in  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELLhad  hoped  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  would  liave  accepted  the 
soggestion  he  interjected,  and  have  treated  the 
extra  £10,000  as  a  mere  clerical  error,  because, 
while  it  was  very  right  and  proper  to  give  all 
information  in  the  notices,  still  the  information 
given  in  the  notices  could  not  prevent  Parlia- 
ment amending  a  Bill  in  any  direction  it  pleased. 
The  notices  given  with  respect  to  local  Bills 
simply  treated  the  Bills  as  the  promoters  in- 
tend^ to  introduce  them;  but  the  promoters 
could  not  be  held  liable  for  any  alterations  made 
in  the  provisions  of  Bills  by  the  Parliament. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  thought  a  great 
deal  could  be  said  about  this  little  BUI,  and  he 
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should  Uke  to  hear  something  more  in  reference 
to  it  than  he  had  yet  heard.  His  honorable  friend 
the  mover  had  not  referred  at  all  to  clauses  3,  4, 
and  5,  which  were  really  very  important  clauses, 
and  the  effect  of  which  required  to  be  very  care- 
fully considered,  not  only  by  the  Council,  but  also 
by  persons  qualified  to  give  legal  opinions  entitled 
to  the  confidence  of  the  Council.  He  did  not 
know  whether  the  attention  of  the  Hon.  the 
Attorney-Oeneral  had  been  directed  to  the  three 
clauses ;  but  a  cursory  glance  should  convince  the 
honorable  gentleman  that  the  bearing  of  these 
clauses  required  to  be  most  carefully  considered. 
Under  the  Act  of  last  year  it  was  true  the 
Oamaru  Corporation  was  authorized  to  borrow 
certain  moneys,  and  these  moneys  were  to  be 
borrowed  under  the  provisions  of  "The  Muni- 
cipal Corporations  Act,  1876,"  which  rendered 
it  necessary  that  the  assent  of  the  ratepayers 
should  be  obtained  in  the  first  instance.  That 
provision  in  the  Act  of  last  year  was  repealed 
under  the  Bill  before  them,  and  it  was  proposed 
that  certain  clauses  of  the  Municipal  Corporations 
Waterworks  Act  of  1872  should  be  introduced, 
relieving  the  Corporation  of  the  necessity  for 
obtaining  the  sanction  of  the  ratepayers — ^a  prin- 
ciple which  had  been  adopted  in  all  borrowing 
Acts  for  the  last  three  or  four  years.  The  pro- 
posal was  to  authorize  the  Corporation  to  increase 
the  sum  to  be  borrowed  from  £60,000  to  £100,000, 
and  to  that  extent  to  mortgage  the  rates  of  the 
Corporation,  without  the  consent  of  the  rate- 
payers being  first  obtained.  Clause  4  incorpo- 
rated certain  provisions  of  the  Municipal  Cior- 
porations  Waterworks  Act  of  1872,  which  put 
the  borrowing  powers  exclusively  in  the  hands 
of  the  Corporation.  In  section  5  there  was 
another  principle  inserted,  and  he  should  like 
to  know  what  was  the  bearing  of  that  clause. 
It  stated  that  the  waterworks,  which  had  been 
constructed  under  the  Municipal  Corporations 
Waterworks  Act  of  1872,  should,  when  Part  II. 
of  "The  Municipal  Corporations  Act,  1876," 
should  have  been  adopted  by  the  said  Council, 
be  deemed  to  be  waterworks  within  the  mean- 
ing of  section  241  of  the  said  Act.  He  did 
not  know — but  perhaps  his  honorable  friend  Mr. 
Miller  could  inform  the  Council,  or  perhaps  the 
Attorney- General  could  give  some  information  on 
the  subject — what  authority  there  was  for  any 
Municipal  Corporation  to  adopt  a  portion,  or  even 
the  whole,  of  the  Municipal  Corporations  Act.  As 
honorable  members  were  aware.  Corporations  in 
the  Provincial  District  of  Otago  were  exempt 
from  the  provisions  of  the  Municipal  Corpora- 
tions Act ;  but  here  it  was  proposed  to  give,  or 
rather  it  was  supposed  that  the  Corporation 
had  power  to  adopt,  certain  clauses  from  the 
Municipal  Corporations  Act  of  1876.  He  called 
the  attention  of  the  Hon.  the  Attorney- G-eneral 
to  the  circumstance,  because  he  thought  that 
clause  required  a  good  deal  of  investigation.  As 
to  the  point  about  the  diflerence  in  the  two  sums 
of  money,  he  thought  that  was  a  comparatively 
small  matter,  and  that  the  Council,  if  they  agreed 
to  the  principle  of  the  Bill,  ought  to  allow  the 
amount  to  be  reduced  from  £110,000  to  £100,000. 
The  others  were  matters  of  importance}  but  it 
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must  be  remembered  that  the  Local  Bills  Com- 
mittee had  not  dealt  with  them,  and  therefore 
that  the  J  were  wholly  in  the  hands  of  the  Coon- 
cil,  and  it  was  for  the  Council  to  saj  whether 
thej  would  require  farther  information  on  the 
subject. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  BRETT  presumed  that,  un- 
less this  Bill  were  passed,  the  inhabitants  of 
Oamaru  would  not  be  able  to  obtain  the  water  : 
neTertheless  it  was  desirable,  before  the  Council 
passed  this  Bill,  to  know  whether  the  ratepayers 
were  williof^  to  pay  the  rates  in  connection  with 
borrowing  this  sum.  He  beUered  in  encouraging 
the  system  of  supplying  water  to  towns.  The 
first  thins  that  even  savages  did  was  to  bring 
water  to  their  dwellings — it  was  one  of  the  first 
things  that  followed  the  introduction  of  civiliza- 
tion— and  he  considered  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Council  to  pass  this  Bill  if  there  were  no  very 
serious  objection. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HART  said  this  Bill  might  be 
simply  referred  to  as  a  Bill  which  showed  tlie 
absolute  necessity  which  existed  for  an  inquiry  of 
an  exhaustive  character  into  such  measures.  The 
Oamaru  Waterworks  Bill  of  1875  was  as  much 
discussed  at  its  second  reading  in  the  Council  as 
any  Bill  ever  was  within  his  recollection.  All  the 
information  that  outside  members  could  give  was 
given,  but  still  the  Council  was  left  in  iguoraoce 
of  the  fact  that  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the 
Bill  the  Corporation  on  behalf  of  whom  it  passed 
had  no  knowledge  of  the  spot  from  which  they 
were  to  get  the  water.  That  statement  was  after- 
wards made  in  the  Council  and  not  denied .  There- 
fore power  was  given  to  raise  money,  when  it  was 
not  known  what  was  to  be  done  with  the  money. 
To  get  water  was  unquestionably  a  good  thing,  but 
to  pass  a  Bill  recklessly  to  enable  people  to  borrow 
money  for  that  purpose  was  neither  necessary  nor 
desirable ;  and,  if  the  fact  was  as  stated,  it  was  a 
very  unwise  thing  to  pass  any  Bill  on  this  subject 
before  full  investigation  had  taken  place. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  G.  BUCKLEY  said  this  Bill 
appeared  to  have  passed  through  the  Local  Bills 
Committee ;  but  he  was  sorry  to  see  so  vague  a 
report  upon  the  Bill,  because  there  could  be  no 
more  important  Bill  brought  before  the  Council 
than  this  one.  Evidently  the  Committee  had  not 
gone  into  the  merits  of  the  matter.  Last  year, 
it  would  be  within  the  recollection  of  honorable 
members,  there  was  a  Bill  passed  called  "  The 
Oamaru  Waterworks  Act  1875  Amendment  Act, 
1878,"  in  regard  to  which  there  was  considerable 
discussion.  That  was  an  Act  to  give  the  Corpora- 
tion power  to  borrow  £40,000  in  addition  to  a 
sum  of  £60,000  already  authorized  to  be  raised. 
The  Bill  was  made  to  fit  in  with  **  The  Municipal 
Corporations  Act,  1876,"  which  enabled  munici- 
palities to  decide  upon  borrowing  without  coming 
to  the  Parliament  for  any  special  Act.  That  Act 
gave  the  Corporation  large  powers  of  borrowing 
for  their  own  purposes  —  for  gasworks  and  for 
waterworks — and,  as  there  seemed  to  be  some  de- 
ficiency in  regard  to  waterworks  which  had  been 
commenced  before  the  coming  into  operation  of 
the  Bill,  it  was  necessary  to  bring  in  an  amend- 
ing Bill  last  session ;  so  that,  if  the  Council 
were  to  give  the  power  asked  for  in  this  case, 
Son,  Mr.  Waterhoun 


they  would  be  stultifying  themselves  and  alto- 
gether doing  away  with  the  Municipal  Corpora- 
tions Act  of  1876.  No  matter  what  Bills  came 
to  the  Council  asking  for  such  powers,  they  could 
not  refuse  to  pass  them,  beotuse  it  would  be 
said,  "Oh,  you  have  done  so  in  the  case  of 
Oamaru."  There  was  a  most  important  principle 
involved  in  this  Bill,  and  the  Council  should 
hesitate  before  passing  it.  It  was  not  a  question 
about  the  water  being  required— every  one  knew 
it  was  required — but  the  question  was,  whether 
this  Bill  should  be  passed.  He  thought  the 
honorable  member  (Mr.  Miller)  very  much  to 
blame,  because,  when  the  original  Bill  was  brought 
in,  enabling  the  Corporation  to  borrow  £60,000, 
he  was  told  by  him  (Mr.  Buckley)  that  a  Tery 
much  larger  sum  would  be  required ;  but  he  flour- 
ished the  estimate  of  the  engineer  in  the  face  of 
the  Council,  and  said  the  money  asked  for  was 
quite  sufficient. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER.— I  said  it  vras  esti- 
mated to  be  sufficient. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY.— Well,  that  was 
the  same.  No  doubt  this  was  very  unfortunate 
for  the  district,  but  he  had  at  the  time  assured 
the  honorable  member  that  the  works  would  cost 
a  good  deal  more  than  the  amount  estimated. 
But  it  was  not  the  right  way  to  get  out  of  the 
difficulty  to  come  to  the  Council  and  ask  them  to 
take  a  course  which  would  altogether  do  away 
with  the  borrowing  powers  given  in  the  Muni- 
cipal Corporations  Act  of  1876.  What  would  be 
the  effect,  if  they  passed  this  Bill  F  They  would 
be  inundated  with  similar  requests  from  almost 
every  Corporation  in  the  colony.  It  would  be 
much  better  to  repeal  the  Municipal  Corporations 
Act  at  once,  because  it  was  there  distinctly  laid 
down  that  the  borrowing  should  be  under  a  cer- 
tain system,  and  by  the  consent  of  the  ratepayers. 
He  did  not  altogether  agree  with  the  reason  given 
for  the  introduction  of  the  Bill.  The  honor- 
able member  stated  that  the  objection  was,  that 
£40,0(^0  was  too  small  to  borrow.  It  was  all  very 
well  to  tell  that  to  some  people,  but  it  was  known 
there  was  not  bad  security  for  the  £60,000 ;  but 
as  to  the  £40,0Q0  there  was  very  little  security. 
In  the  event  of  these  waterworks  failing,  the  rates 
of  the  whole  tovra  would  barely  pay  interest  on 
the  £60,000 ;  so  that  the  question  came  in,  where 
were  the  holders  of  the  £40,000  debentures  to 
get  their  interest  from  ?  The  reason  for  their  not 
floating  was  that  the  security  was  looked  upon  as 
bad ;  and  no  better  reason  could  be  given.  When 
the  first  security  was  given  it  was  taken  up  by 
the  bank ;  but  the  second  security  was  taken  up 
by  private  persons,  because  the  bank  would  hare 
nothing  to  do  with  it.  That  was  the  reason  for 
the  present  Bill ;  and  the  Council,  by  passing  it, 
would  go  behind  the  Municipal  Corporations  Act, 
Therefore  they  should  have  nothing  to  do  with  it 
in  any  shape  whatever.  At  the  same  time,  he  would 
like  to  refer  to  the  letter  which  appeared  in  the 
London  Timet  respecting  waterworks  loans,  and  he 
would  quot«  it  to  show  what  difficulty  they  might 
get  into  with  regard  to  the  present  one.  In  the 
money  article  of  the  journal  referred  to,  on  the 
20th  August,  there  was  a  reference  to  the  City 
of  Auckland  Waterworks  Loan.    One  porUon  of 
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thai  loan  was  placed  through  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand  ;  but  the  Bank  refused  to  have  anything 
to  do  with  the  second  portion  of  the  loan,  which 
was  floated  through  priyate  persons.  The  letter 
in  the  Time*  said  this  : — 

"I  baye  sought  explanations  on  this  subject 
from  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  through  mj 
bankers,  but  without  any  satisfactory  result. 

"  I  am  told  that  the  second  issue  is  but  a  small 
one,  and  that  the  security  for  both  issues  is 
ample ;  that  the  second  issue  has  been  legalized 
by  special  Act  of  the  GoTernment  of  the  colony 
witboat  consideration  of  the  consequences,  evi- 
dently by  mistake  ;  that  the  bank  protested 
^nst  the  sale  of  the  second  issue  by  the  muni- 
dpaUty  as  an  equal  charge  with  the  first  issue ; 
bat,  notwithstanding  the  protest,  the  bonds  were 
fold  in  the  colony,  and  are  now  being  placed  in 
inTestors'  hands  in  this  market." 

Then,  this  was  the  way  the  writer  went  on  to 
deeeribe  it : — 

"  The  act  may  be  legal ;  but  that  this  watering 
of  security  is  grossly  inequitable  there  can  be  no 
doabt,  and,  if  applied  in  a  small  matter  of  this 
kind,  may  be  hereafter  applied  to  the  multifarious 
securities  of  a  similar  class  with  which  tlxis 
market  is  being  deluged  ;  and  I  trust.  Sir,  unless 
some  satisfactory  explanation  can  be  given,  that 
you  will  raise  your  powerftd  Yoice  against  a 
course  which,  if  perseyered  in,  will  seriously 
affect,  if  not  destroy,  the  credit  both  of  the  New 
ZeiUaDd  GoTemmeut  and  the  municipalities." 

He  should  certainly  Tote  against  the  Bill,  be- 
cause all  the  powers  required  by  it  were  contained 
in  "  The  Municipal  Corporations  Act,  1876." 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  confessed  that 
what  the  Hon.  Mr.  G.  Buckley  had  stated  had  a 
considerable  amount  of  force ;  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  last  session 
the  Council  went  carefully  into  this  matter,  and 
decided  that  the  whole  of  the  expenditure  would 
be  entirely  thrown  away  unless  there  was  a  suf> 
fident  sum  borrowed  to  complete  the  works. 
Sixty  thousand  pounds,  it  was  found,  would  not 
bring  the  water  into  the  town  and  lead  to  a  re- 
moneratiTe  result.  That  they  were  told  at  the 
time,  and  they  found  that  there  must  be  £100,000 
spent,  or  £40,000  more,  to  bring  the  water  into 
the  town.  As  to  paying  interest  ou  the  additional 
£40,000,  it  was  last  year  pointed  out  that  the  gross 
rates  of  the  Town  of  Oamaru  would  be  scarcely 
sufficient  to  pay  for  this  undertaking;  but  it 
must  be  remembered  that  the  expenditure  of  this 
£40,000,  by  completing  the  work,  would  be  pro- 
ductive of  a  great  deal  of  additional  security. 
There  was  every  prospect  of  the  transaction  being 
profitable — of  it  leading  to  a  remunerative  result ; 
and  therefore  it  was  unfair  to  look  upon  the  rates 
of  the  town  as  providing  the  only  security.  He  had 
heard  it  stated  that  if  good  water  were  obtainable 
in  proper  quantities  not  only  would  manufactures 
be  established  in  Oamaru,  but  the  population 
would  be  exceedingly  likely  to  increase.  It  was 
becoming  now  a  port  of  some  importance,  and  the 
want  of  good  water  was  pressing  itself  very  much 
upon  the  inhabitants.  He  hoped  sufficient  power 
would  be  given  to  enable  this  work  to  be  com- 
pleted; and    if   the  honorable  gentleman  who 


introduced  the  Bill  would  tell  them  that  it  could 
not  be  completed  for  the  money  already  autho- 
rized, and  that  there  was  every  reasonable  pro- 
spect that  it  would  be  remunerative  when  con- 
structed, then,  seeing  that  authority  had  already 
been  given  to  nearly  finish  the  work,  they  would 
be  very  foolish  to  allow  that  money  to  be  laid  out 
in  a  way  which  would  not  be  reproductive,  by 
refusing  to  give  the  full  authority  that  was  re- 
quired to  complete  the  work. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  understood  that 
the  reason  why  it  was  desired  that  the  authority 
should  be  given  in  this  Bill  instead  of  under  the 
Municipal  Corporations  Act  was  because  there 
was  a  difficulty  in  the  two  loans  being  under 
different  Acts — that  they  should  both  be  intro- 
duced into  the  same  Act.  A  Bill  was  submitted 
to  him  the  other  day  which  contained  precisely 
the  same  proposal  as  this  Bill,  and  he  was  asked 
to  support  it,  but  he  refused.  He  said,  "  You 
are  taking  away  from  the  burgesses  in  these 
towns  the  power  of  saying  whether  the  money 
shall  bo  borrowed  or  not."  The  principle  had 
been  laid  down  by  the  Municipal  Corporations 
Act  that  in  all  cases  the  burgesses  should  be  con- 
sulted before  any  special  loans  should  be  raised, 
and  he  thought  that  principle  was  a  very  good 
one,  and,  indeed,  that  it  was  wrong  to  attempt 
to  break  through  it.  He  would  therefore 
suggest  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Miller  what  he  sug- 
gested to  the  parties  who  were  bringing  forward 
the  other  Bill, — that  the  money  should  not  be 
raised  without  the  clauses  providing  for  the  as- 
sent of  the  burgesses  being  introduced  into  the 
Bill.  That,  he  thought,  would  meet  the  objec- 
tions which  had  been  raised  by  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Buckley,  and  which  he  thought  were  reasonable 
objections.  It  was  desirable  that  the  authority 
for  the  two  loans,  both  being  for  the  same  pur- 
pose, should  be  contained  in  one  Act.  There 
was  an  objection  which  had  been  raised,  at  all 
events  in  one  instance,  to  one  part  of  a  loan  being 
under  a  special  Act  and  another  part  under  the 
Municipal  Corporations  Act,  and  they  would  get 
rid  of  the  difficulty  in  this  case  by  introducing 
such  a  provision  as  he  had  mentioned,  either  by 
reference  or  by  inserting  the  clauses.  In  the 
other  Bill  to  which  he  had  alluded  it  was  done 
by  reference  to  the  different  clauses,  which  were 
to  be  deemed  part  of  the  Bill.  The  objection 
that  the  burgesses  had  not  been  consulted  would 
be  got  rid  of  completely,  and  his  honorable  friend 
would  get  the  money  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
pleting these  waterworks  if  his  (Mr.  Whitaker*s) 
proposal  were  adopted. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  was  very  sorry  to 
interrupt  the  honorable  and  learned  gentleman, 
but  there  was  such  an  entire  misapprehension 
about  the  Bill  that  he  thought  he  might  be  ex- 
cused. The  burgesses  had  been  consulted  about 
this  loan,  they  were  consulted  about  the  £40,000 
loan  last  year,  and  everything  was  done  in  per- 
fect order.  This  was  an  additional  sum  of 
money.  

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKBR  said  the  Municipal 
Corporations  Act  required  that  the  assent  of  the 
burgesses  should  be  given  in  an  authoritative 
way,  and  that  it  should  be  given  by  means  of  a 
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poll.  He  would  ask  the  honorable  gentleman  if 
a  poll  had  been  taken. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER.— Yea;  and  erery- 
thing  done  in  proper  forra. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  had  not  under- 
stood that  that  was  the  ca^e,  and  his  honorable 
friend  Mr.  Bucklej  had,  he  thought,  taken  ex- 
ception without  understanding  that  that  was  so. 
If  a  poll  had  been  taken,  and  the  burgesses  had 
giren  their  assent,  then  it  removed  the  objection 
he  had  that  thej  would  be  allowing  Municipal 
Councils  to  borrow  money  behind  the  backs  of 
the  ratepayers  while  the  latter  were  called  upon 
to  pay.  Another  Bill  was  submitted  to  him  some 
little  time  ago  of  a  similar  character,  and  he  then 
suggested  the  same  difficulty.  He  said, "  You  can 
raise  the  money  under  the  Mnnicipol  Corpora- 
tions Act,  but  you  must  comply  with  the  terms 
of  that  Act."  But  they  said  tliat  was  exactly 
what  they  did  not  want  to  do— that,  if  they  put 
it  before  the  burgesses  in  that  way,  tlie  probability 
was  that  they  would  not  get  the  money.  Well, 
that  was  exactly  the  position  in  which  they  ought 
to  be  placed:  if  the  burgesses  did  not  choose  to 
tax  themselves,  they  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to 
get  the  money.  It  was  a  principle  that  should 
not  be  broken  in  upon.  If  his  honorable  friend 
could  satisfy  him — and  he  would  take  his  word — 
that  the  burgesses  had  been  consulted,  and  that 
they  had  done  all  that  was  necessary  in  order  to 
gire  their  assent  to  the  raising  of  tliis  additional 
money,  he  should  not  oppose  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bill.  However,  he  would  support  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill  under  any  circum- 
stances, and  when  the  Bill  came  before  them 
in  Committee  they  could  discuss  this  question 
again. 

The  Hon.  Captain  ERASER  moved,  pro  fortnd, 
That  the  debate  be  adjourned  till  Tuesday  next. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSK  would  second 
that  motion,  because  he  thought  it  desirable  that 
they  should  hare  a  much  clearer  apprehension  of 
this  subject  than  they  had  at  present.  His  honor- 
able friend  Mr.  Miller  had  stated — and  his  state- 
ment had  caused  the  Attorney-General  to  com- 
pletely subside — that  the  ratepayers  had  given 
their  assent  to  this  loan.  The  ratepayers  gave 
assent  to  a  proposed  loan  to  be  raised  under  the 
Act  of  1878.  Another  loan  was  raised  under 
that  Act,  and  now  a  clause  in  this  Bill  stated, 
"The  Act  of  1878  is  hereby  repealed." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER.-  -This  is  the  same 
money. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  said  it  was 
the  same  money,  but  different  security.  The 
ratepayers  gave  their  assent  under  an  Act  that 
was  to  be  repealed,  and  for  a  loan  that  could  no 
longer  be  raised.  It  was  now  proposed  to  raise, 
under  this  Bill,  an  additional  sum  of  £40,000, 
and  under  this  Bill  the  ratepayers  would  not 
have  a  voice  in  the  matter,  and  would  not  be  in  a 
position  to  give  the  security  that  was  proposed  in 
the  Municipal  Corporations  Act. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  said  it  was  quite  clear 
that  there  was  a  misapprehension  on  this  subject. 
The  first  loan  was  raised  under  the  authority 
of  the  Municipal  Corporations  Waterworks  Act. 
When  the  second  loan  was  authorized,  it  was  to 
Mon.  Mr.  Whitak$r 


be  raised  under  the  Municipal  Corporations  Act, 
which  was  quite  a  different  affair.  That  Act  pre- 
scribed that,  in  every  case  where  loans  were  to  be 
raised  for  purposes  under  it,  a  poll  of  the  rate* 
payers  should  be  taken.  One  was  led  to  infer, 
from  the  fact  that  the  Oamaru  Waterworks  Act 
of  1878  was  proposed  to  be  repealed,  that  the 
loan  which  was  now  proposed  to  be  nused  was 
to  bo  raided  under  entirely  different  circum- 
stances, and  that  this  was  an  Act  specially  author- 
izing the  raising  of  an  additional  loan,  without 
reference  to  "  The  Municipal  Corporations  Act, 
1876,"  and  entirely  freeing  the  persons  concerned 
from  the  necessity  of  appealing  to  the  ratepayers 
for  their  assent.  He  did  not  understand  what  the 
object  of  repealing  this  particular  provision  was, 
if  the  ratepayers  had  been  consulted,  and  the 
whole  thing  were  done  in  accordance  with  the 
Municipal  Corporations  Act  of  1876. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL,  speaking  to  the 
question  of  adjournment,  would  suggest  that 
time  might  be  saved  if  the  Council  would  con- 
sent to  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  and  then 
refer  it  to  a  Select  Committee,  which  alone,  he 
thought,  would  go  satisfactorily  into  its  provi- 
sions. He  was  sure  that  light  had  been  thrown 
upon  the  question  by  the  debate  on  the  second 
reading  which  would  materially  assist  a  Select 
Committee  in  investigating  the  merits  of  the  BiU. 
If  read  a  second  time,  and  referred  at  once  to  a 
Select  Committee,  to  report  in  a  week,  the  destiny 
of  the  Bill  would  then  be  settled  sooner,  and,  if  it 
was  to  be  passed,  it  would  be  passed  more  quickly, 
than  it  otherwise  would  be.  If  it  was  to  come 
to  the  other  fate,  that  would  be  ascertained 
sooner  also. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  a.  BUCKLEY  would  oppose 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  unless  the  mover 
allowed  it  to  go  to  a  Select  Committee.  One 
point  which  he  had  raised  had  not  been  touched 
upon  at  all  by  any  of  the  honorable  members  who 
had  spoken,  and  that  was  that,  under  *'  The  Mu- 
nicipal Corporations  Act,  1876,"  it  was  deariy 
defined  that  Municipal  Corporations  in  future 
were  only  to  borrow  under  that  Act.  If  this 
Bill  were  passed,  it  would  be  the  first  departure 
from  that  Act ;  and,  if  they  once  made  this  a  pre- 
cedent, the  Assembly  would  be  flooded  with  other 
Bills  from  Corporations.  That  was  what  they 
had  had  to  fight  against  for  the  last  three  years. 
Had  they  not  to  fight  against  it  last  year,  when 
"The  Oamaru  Waterworks  Act  1875  Amend- 
ment Act,  1878,"  was  brought  in  ?  Was  not  that 
introduced  in  a  somewhat  similar  form  to 
tills  ?  And  did  the  Council  not  alter  it,  and  make 
the  Corporation  come  under  "  The  Municipal  Cor- 
porations Act,  1876  "  ?  And  now,  for  the  simple 
reason  given  by  the  honorable  gentleman — that 
the  Corporation  was  unable  to  borrow  the  money 
under  that  Act  in  the  London  market — the  Coun- 
cil was  asked  to  go  behind  the  Municipal  Corpora- 
tions Act,  and  assent  to  another  Act  of  the  Assem- 
bly. In  the  London  market,  the  authority  of  a 
special  Act  was  no  doubt  moro  valuable  than  the 
authority  contained  in  the  Municipal  Corpora- 
tions Act ;  but  that  was  no  reason  why  the  Coun- 
cil should  give  that  power.  That  was  the  great 
objection  he  made  to  this  Bill,  and  he  thought 
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the  Cotmcil  woald  stultify  itself  if  it  passed  the 
metsure  in  its  present  shape.  The  fact  was,  the 
Act  that  was  passed  before  was  perfectly  correct : 
but  the  Corporation  were  unable  to  borrow  under 
it,  and  they  ought  io  take  the  consequences. 
There  might  be  found  a  great  many  similar  cases : 
in  fact,  at  the  present  time  sereral  Corporations 
were  quite  unable  to  borrow  under  the  powers  of 
the  Municipal  Corporations  Act,  and  perhaps  it 
was  a  Terr  good  thing. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKEB  said  it  appeared 
to  him  that  if  a  work  was  proposed  to  be  under^ 
tiken,  and  a  loan  raised  for  the  purpose,  the 
Council  ought  not  to  entertain  the  question. 
The  Corporation,  in  such  cases,  ought  to  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Corporations  Act  of  1876;  but 
where  a  loan  had  already  been  authorized,  and 
the  work  commenced,  and  the  application  was 
merely  for  an  extension  of  powers  to  enable  the 
work  to  be  completed,  it  was  taken  out  of  the 
general  rule.  There  was  a  diflSculty,  no  doubt,  in 
borrowing  first  under  a  special  Act,  and  then 
partially  under  the  Municipal  Corporations  Act. 
Persons  were  not  so  willing  to  lend  in  such  cases 
as  they  would  be  were  the  loan  authorized  under 
one  Act.  He  did  not  think  the  Bill  was  open  to 
til  the  objections  raised  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Buck- 
ley. They  would  aroid  the  difficulty  suggested 
by  the  honorable  gentleman  by  dealing  only  with 
those  cases  in  which  there  had  been  money  ali-eady 
borrowed,  and  more  was  required  to  complete  the 
work.  He  agreed  with  the  honorable  gentleman 
that  the  Municipal  Corporations  Act  gave  ample 
powers  for  such  cases,  and  that  the  Asssmbly 
ought  not  to  pass  special  Acts  for  purposes  which 
could  be  carried  out  under  the  general  Aef.  But 
he  thought  there  were  special  cases  ;  and  this  was 
a  special  case,  in  which  work  had  already  been 
authorized,  and  this  was  merely  an  application 
for  an  extension  of  the  borrowing  powers.  Under 
the  circumstances,  the  Bill  ought  to  be  read  a 
second  time. 

Motion  for  adjournment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  said  he  did  not  explain 
when  moving  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  be- 
cause he  retuly  did  not  think  it  necessary,  that 
thin  Bill  did  not  seek  to  borrow  any  money  above 
snd  beyond  what  had  already  been  authorized  by 
Parhament.  It  was  in  reality  the  same  £40,000 
that  was  asked  for  last  session  ;  and  it  seemed  to 
him  that,  when  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse  made  a 
point  of  the  ratepayers  not  having  been  asked 
about  this  particular  Bill,  it  was,  if  he  might  use 
the  expression  without  offence,  a  perfect  quibble. 
The  loan  which  was  authorized  in  1878  was 
assented  to  by  the  ratepayers  of  Oamaru,  and 
all  the  steps  were  taken  according  to  law.  There 
was  a  poU,  which  resulted  in  an  overwhelming 
majority  dechiring  in  favour  of  borrowing  the 
money,  and  it  was  perfectly  absurd  to  say  now 
that  the  Corporation  must  go  to  the  ratepayers 
again,  and  ask  them  to  repeat  all  that  they  had 
already  said.  It  was  not  an  additional  sum  of 
iDoney,  but  the  same  sum.  Wos  it  reasonable  to 
mj  that  because  this  Bill  repealed  the  Act  of  1878, 
and  asked  power  to  borrow  the  money  in  a  differ- 
ent way — that  was  to  say,  to  put  the  loan  into  a 
different  shape — therefore  they  must  go  through 


all  these  forms  again?    The  object  of  the  Bill 

was  to  enable  the  loan  to  be  quoted  as  a  £100,000 

loan,  because  so  small  a  loan  as  one  of  £40,000 

could  not  be  floated  in  the  London  money  market. 

I  The  Hon.  Mr.  Buckley  had  accused  him  of  making 

I  all  sorts  of  misstatements.   He  assured  the  honor- 

I  able  gentleman  that  he  had  never  held  out  any 

I  extravagant  or  illusory  idea  about  this  scheme. 

'  On  tlie  contrary,  he  had  been  looking  over  what 

I  he  said  in  1875,  and  he  challenged  the  honorable 

!  gentleman  to  find  a  single  word  to  corroborate 

j  the  accusations  he  had  made.  *   He  then  said, — 

*'  But  he  did  not  think  that,  so  far  as  this  Bill 
I  was  concerned,  the  ratepayers  would  have  any- 
'  body  but  themselves  to  blame  if,  in  the  event  of 
I  the  loan  being  negotiated,  the  burden  was  unfor- 
^  tunately  found  to  fall  heavily  upon  them." 

He  did  not  think  that  was  a  very  sanguine 
I  view  to  take.  The  honorable  gentleman  had  said 
I  that  he  (Mr.  Miller)  had  not  given  thetrue  reason. 
:  He  gave  as  a  reason  that  the  Corporation  could 
'  not  float  the  £40,000  loan.  What  other  reasons 
did  he  give  ? 
The  Hon.  Colonel  BRETT.— You  want  £40,000, 
;  and  you  say  £100,000. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  said  the  honorable 
;  gentleman  did  not  understand  the  Bill.     He  (Mr. 
Miller)  gave  a  perfectly  true  reason.     He  said  the 
£40,000  could  not  be  floated,  and  the  Corporation 
wanted  to  be  allowed  to  call  it  £100,000.    As  to  the 
security,  perhaps  it  would  be  just  as  well  if  it  were 
actually  put  in  the  Bill.    The  rate  for  ordinary 
t  purposes  levied  by  the  Municipality  was  Is.  6d. 
in  the  pound.     They  were  allowed  by  law  to  levy 
2s.  6d.  in  the  pound;  and  they 'proposed  to  de- 
vote Is.,  being  the  balance  between  Is.  6d.  and 
28.  6d.,  which  was  not  at  present  levied,  towards 
the   payment  of   interest   upon   this  additional 
£40,000.     In  addition  to  that  shilling  rate,  which 
would  give  £2,474,  the  Corporation  proposed  to 
appropriate  the  rents  from  certain  municipal  sec- 
tions, amounting  to  £1,070.    Those  two  amounts 
would  make  £3,544.     The  Bill,  of  course,  pro- 
I  vided  that  the  security  for  the  payment  of  the 
I  interest  on  the  £60,000  should  not  be  touched. 
.  What  they  wanted  to  do  was  to  see  what  was  the 
!  security  for  the  £40,000.     The  security  offered 
'  was  a  rate  of  Is.  in  the  pound,  and  the  sum 
!  of  £1,070,  which  was  the  actual  revenue  being 
derived  from  the  municipal  sections.     He  hoped 
I  the  Council  would  agree  to  the  second  reading  of 
I  the  Bill.     Ho  was  free  to  admit  that  he  did  not 
himself  quite  understand  why  it  should   be  so 
I  extremely  necessary  to  have  one  loan ;  but  that 
1  was  the  advice  received  from  the  agents  at  Home, 
who  said,  "  Q-et  it  made  into  one  Bill  and  call  it 
1  £100,000,  and  we  can  then  get  you  the  money ; 
but   wo   cannot  do  so  as  the  matter  stands  at 
'  present."     It  was  the  same  in  the  case  of  the 
Oamaru  Harbour  Board  loan  for  £100,000,  which 
'  was  not  allowed  to   be   negotiated  all  at  once. 
The  Council  restricted  them  to  the  expenditure 
of  £30,000  within  two  years,  and  they  could  not 
float  so  small  a  loan,  and  a  Bill  was  coming  before 
the  Council  nmm  with  the  object  of  removing  that 
restriction.    $his  Bill  proposed  to  do  nothing  that 
was  wrong  and ;  after  all,  it  was  the  ratepayers' 
affair.    They  had  gone  into  the  thing  with  their 
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eyc8  open,  and  were  aware  that  they  would  have 
a  Tery  heavy  rate  imposed  upon  them.  Of  course, 
as  in  the  case  of  all  unfinished  works,  rumours 
were  spread  about  tliat  this  work  would  not  be  a 
success ;  but  his  belief  was,  that  it  would  be  a 
very  great  success.  He  was  informed  that,  if  the 
money  could  be  got  to  finish  it,  the  water  would 
be  brought  in  in  the  early  part  of  next  year. 
Something  like  £70,000  had  been  already  ex- 
pended upon  the  work ;  and  what  would  be  the 
position  of  these  people  if  the  work  was  left  un- 
finished? They  must  come  to  Parliament  for 
assistance,  because  the  interest  on  the  money  ex- 
pended would  have  to  be  paid.  There  was  no 
doubt  whatever  that  some  means  must  be  found 
to  complete  the  work.  He  trusted,  therefore,  the 
Council  would  assent  to  the  second  reading  ;  and 
he  had  no  doubt,  with  the  assistance  of  the  At- 
tomey-Q-eneral,  tlie  Bill  could  be  put  into  such  a 
shape  as  to  provide  for  all  that  was  required  in 
a  very  simple  manner,  and  not  interfere  with 
the  other  matters  referred  to  by  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Buckley. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  four  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE  OF  EEPllESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  Hh  November,  1879. 

First  Readiugs  —  Third  Reading  ~  Natire  Afiairs  Com* 
mittee  :  Sammoning  Witness  in  Cuitody  —  Hop- 
growing— Target  Practice— Cual  Import— Reprint  of 
Statutes  —  Auckland-Taupo  ,  Railway  —  Wanganui- 
Patea  Railway— Public  Works  Loans — Grey  mouth 
Matire  Reserves — Dnnediu  Railway  Workshops — Rail- 
way Employes  —  Railway  Benefit  Society  —  Railway 
Construction  -^  Newmarket  Railway  Workshops  — 
Habitual  Drunkards  —  Triennial  Parliaments  Bill  — 
Elections  Validation  Bill  — Qualification  of  Electors 
Bill.  

Mr.  Sfbakbb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 
Prayers. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
High  School  Eeserves  Bill,  Sheriffs  Bill,  Land 
Drainage  and  Improvement  Bill,  Southland  High 
School  Bill. 

THIRD  READING. 
Primitiye  Methodists'  Temporal  Affairs  Bill. 

NATIVE  AFFAIRS  COMMITTEE  :  SUM- 
MONING WITNESS  IN  CUSTODY. 
Mr.  SPI'^AKER  informed  the  House  that,  in 
pursuance  of  the  order  made  hy  the  House  for 
the  production  of  G.  B.  Worgan  as  a  witness, 
arrangements  had  heen  made  for  the  removal  of 
the  prisoner  from  Waoganui  G^ol  to  Wellington 
Gaol.  He  had  recommended  that  course  to  he 
pursued  in  order  to  facilitate  the  examina- 
tion of  the  witness,  now  in  custody,  and  to  pro- 
vide for  the  safe  custody  of  the  prisoner  whibt 
in  Wellington.  Instructions  had  been  sent  up 
by  wire  to  the  gaoler  at  Wanganui  to  send  the 
prisoner  down  by  the  first  steamer  leaving  Wa- 
nganuL 

Hon,  Mr.  Milltr 


HOPGROWING. 

Mr.  SHEPHARD  asked  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer,  Whether,  in  preparing  his  financial  mea- 
sures, he  ^ill  consider  the  propriety  of  complying 
with  the  prayer  of  a  petition  from  tlie  hop- 
growers  of  Nelson,  that  the  duty  on  imported 
hops  be  increased,  the  subject-matter  of  the  said 
petition  having  been  referred  to  'Hhe  serious 
consideration  of  the  Government"  by  the  Public 
Petitions  Committee  ?  He  was  sure  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  would  recognize  the  importance  of  this 
industry  to  mauy  parts  of  the  colony  which  were 
eminently  suited  to  the  cultivation  of  hops.  It 
employed  a  large  number  of  persons.  Trade  was 
now  exceedingly  depressed ;  and,  at  a  time  when 
a  large  addition  to  the  revenue  was  required,  it 
would  probably  be  in  the  Treasurer's  mind  to 
assist  the  revenue  of  the  country  and  at  the 
same  time  secure  a  benefit  to  a  great  many  per- 
sons who  otherwise  were  hkely  to  be  thrown  out 
of  employment. 

Major  ATKINSON  repUed  that  this  queeUon 
was  engaging  the  serious  consideration  of  the 
Government,  as  also  that  of  a  Committee.  The 
Government  were  very  desirous  to  assist  local 
industries  in  any  way  which  might  be  thought 
right.  Beyond  that,  he  was  unable  to  give  any 
further  information.  The  matter  was  being  care 
fully  considered. 

TARGET  PRACTICE. 

Mr.  SWANSON  asked  the  Defence  Minister, 
If  he  will  cause  to  be  laid  before  tliis  House  the 
report  ond  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Officers 
assembled  in  Auckland  to  test  the  system  of 
target  practice  prepared  by  Mr.  Soal,  with  any 
papers  supplied  by  that  gentleman  on  the  same 
subject  ?  His  object  in  asking  this  question  was 
that  he  thought  the  report  and  proceedings  re- 
ferred to,  and  any  other  papers  on  the  same 
subject,  \N  ould  afford  valuable  information  to  the 
Volunteers  throughout  the  colony. 

Mr.  HALL  laid  the  papers  on  the  table. 

COAL  IMPORT. 

Mr.  LUNDON  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
If  the  Gorernment  intend  to  recommend  the  im- 
position of  a  duty  on  all  coal  imported  into  the 
colony  .P  He  had  received  a  letter  from  the  en- 
gineer of  the  Kawakawa  Coal  Mine  asking  that  a 
duty  of  3s.  per  ton  should  be  put  on  all  coel  im- 
ported into  the  colony.  The  Waikato,  Whangarei. 
and  Kawakawa  Coal  Mines  could  now  produce  an 
ample  supply  of  coal  for  the  colony,  and  it  vras 
thought  the  time  had  arrived  when  a  duty  should 
be  imposed  on  imported  coal. 

Major  ATKINSON  could  only  give  the  honor- 
able gentleman  the  same  answer  tiiat  he  had  given 
to  the  honorable  member  for  Waimea — namely, 
that  the  matter  was  under  the  consideration  of 
the  Government. 

REPRINT  OF  STATUTES. 
Mr.  B  ALLAN CE  asked  the  Minister  of  Justice, 
If  the  Government  intend  to  give  effect  to  the 
recommendation  contained  in  the  interim  report 
of  the  Reprint  of  Statutes  Commission,  laid  be- 
fore this  House  during  the  last  session  of  the  last 
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Parliament  ?  It  would  be  in  the  recollection  of 
the  House  that  a  report  of  the  Statutes  Commis- 
sion was  laid  on  the  table  last  session,  in  which 
further  powers  were  asked  for,  to  enable  the  Com- 
mission to  carry  on  their  work.  He  hoped  to 
receive  some  satisfactory  reply  as  to  whether  the 
Qoremment  intended  to  carry  out  the  report  of 
that  Commission,  and  to  give  them  the  further 
powers  asked  for.  He  understood  that  a  similar 
question  had  been  put  to  the  Government  in 
another  place,  but  he  was  not  aware  what  the 
answer  given  to  it  was. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  the  answer  he  had 
given  on  a  previous  day  was,  that  Mr.  Justice 
Johnston,  who  was  a  member  of  the  Commission, 
was  expected  shortly  in  Wellington ;  and  the 
Government,  before  giving  any  definite  answer  as 
to  the  course  they  intended  to  pursue,  would  wish 
to  confer  with  that  gentleman.  It  was  their  in- 
tention to  confer  witn  him  as  soon  as  he  arrived 
here. 

AUCKLAND-TATIPO  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  asked  the  Government,  Whe- 
ther any  communication  lias  been  received  from 
Rewi  or  other  Natives  relative  to  the  extension 
of  the  main  line  of  railway  from  Auckland  to 
Lake  Taupo,  and  from  thence  to  the  West  Coast ; 
and  whether  the  practicability  of  the  route  will 
be  tested  by  a  survey  with  the  least  possible 
delay  ?  He  understood  that  there  was  a  tele- 
gram from  Rewi  and  some  otiier  Native  chiefs  in 
the  North  Island  on  the  records  of  the  Native 
Department  with  respect  to  the  main  line  of 
railway  from  the  Waikato  to  the  West  Coast, 
touching  Lake  Taupo.  He  would  like  to  know 
from  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  whether  he 
had  seen  this  communication,  and  what  he  pro- 
posed to  do  with  respect  to  the  survey  of  the 
main  line. 

Mr.  BRYCE  said  the  Government  were  aware 
of  the  great  importance  of  this  work.  He  had 
caused  a  search  to  be  made,  and  he  could  not  find 
any  trace  of  such  a  telegram  as  the  honorable 
gentleman  referred  to.  So  far  as  he  was  able  to 
ascertain,  there  was  no  record  of  any  negotiations, 
either  with  Rewi  or  any  other  Natives,  on  the 
subject  of  this  railway.  He  understood  generally 
that  verbal  communications  or  negotiations  had 
taken  place  between  members  of  the  late  Govern- 
ment and  the  chief  Rewi  and  others  upon  the 
subject.  With  respect  to  the  latter  part  of  the 
questioui  he  was  able  to  assure  the  honorable 
gentleman  that  the  practicability  of  the  route 
would  be  tested  by  a  survey  with  the  least 
possible  delay.  The  honorable  gentleman  was 
quite  aware  that  there  were  circumstances  oon* 
nected  with  the  district  which  might  probably 
cause  exceptional  delay. 

Mr.  MURRAY  was  informed  that  a  survey 
had  been  made  by  private  parties,  and  that  an 
available  line  had  been  laid  down  from  Rangitikei 
to  Taupo  and  Auckland. 

Mr.  BRYCE  thought  the  honorable  gentleman 
must  be  mistaken. 

WANGANUI-PATEA  RAILWAY. 
Mr.  BALLANCE  asked  the  Minister  for  Pub- 
lic Works,  What  is  the  oaute  of  the  deby  in 


prosecuting  the  Waitotara  contract  of  the  Wanga- 
nui-Patea  Railway  ;  and  whether  notice  has  been 
given  to  the  contractor  that  the  penalties  will  be 
enforced  ?  He  would  point  out  that  the  contract 
time  for  this  section  of  railway  would  expire  in 
December  next.  He  understood  that  this  section 
would  not  be  completed  before  this  time  next  year. 
He  would  like  to  know,  therefore,  whether  any 
notice  had  been  given  to  the  contractor  that  the 
penalties  would  be  enforced. 

Mr.  OLIVER  replied  that  the  contract  time 
would  expire  on  the  6th  of  December.  The  con- 
tractor was  being  urged  to  push  on  the  work  more 
vigorously,  and  notice  had  been  given  to  him  thai 
the  penalties  would  be  enforced  in  the  usual  way. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  LOANS. 

Mr.  GISBORNE  asked  the  Premier,  To  in- 
clude, in  the  promised  statement  of  the  compara- 
tive distribution  of  the  public  works  loans  among 
the  different  provincial  districts,  a  return  of  the 
amount  of  exports  produced  in  each  district  for 
three  years  before  the  commencement  and  during 
the  period  of  such  distribution. 

Mr.  HALL  replied  that,  with  regard  to  the 
first  part  of  the  question,  he  was  not  aware  that 
any  such  statement  had  been  promised;  but  it 
would  be  prepared.  It  would  be  very  difficult  to 
furnish  such  a  return  as  to  comply  with  the  terms 
of  the  latter  part  of  the  question ;  but  a  return 
could  be  given  of  the  exports  from  each  port. 

Mr.  GISBORNE  understood  that  the  statement 
of  the  claims  which  the  various  provincial  districts 
had  on  the  public  works  loans  would  also  show 
the  probable  population  and  revenue  of  the  differ- 
ent districts.  He  also  wanted  to  know  the  actual 
value  of  the  exports  from  each  port. 

Mr.  HALL  said  the  question  did  not  state  the 
period  for  which  the  return  was  required. 

Mr.  GISBORNE  wished  the  return  to  be  made 
from  1866.  There  was  alwavs  a  return  published 
of  the  exports  from  the  colony  of  colonial  pro- 
duce :  this  might  be  framed  so  as  to  show  what 
was  sent  from  each  provincial  district,  though  it 
might  not  be  always  possible  to  say  that  it  was 
actually  the  produce  of  any  particular  provincial 
district. 

GREYMOUTH  NATIVE  RESERVES. 

Mr.  GISBORNE  asked  the  Native  Minister, 
Whether  he  would  lay  before  this  House  the 
official  record  of  the  proceedings  of  a  deputation 
which  waited  on  the  Minister  of  Mines  early  in 
September  last,  at  Greymouth,  on  the  subject  of 
the  Native  reserves  in  that  town  ;  also,  a  copy  of 
a  telegram  sent  at  that  time  from  the  Minister 
of  Mines  to  the  Premier  on  the  same  subject  ? 

Mr.  BRYCE  would  now  lay  the  papers  on  the 
table.  The  honorable  gentleman  would  find  that 
some  of  them  had  been  prepared  by  himself. 

DUNEDIN  RAILWAY  WORKSHOPS. 
Mr.  DICK  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  What  steps,  if  any,  are  being  taken  to 
erect  railway  workshops  at  or  near  Dunedin, 
similar  to  those  at  Addington ;  also,  what  action 
is  being  taken  to  erect  suitable  buildings  at  the 
railway  station,  Dunedin  ? 
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Mr.  OLIYER  replied  that  plans  had  been 
prepared  for  making  profision  for  workshops, 
and  a  sum  would  be  placed  on  the  estimates 
for  the  work.  Another  sum  would  also  be  asked 
for  in  order  to  provide  suitable  machinery.  It 
was  the  intention  of  the  Gk>Temment  to  have,  as 
far  as  possible,  all  repairs  and  manufactures  re- 
lating to  the  railways  of  that  particular  district 
carried  out  within  its  limits.  With  regard  to  the 
enlargement  of  the  railway  station  at  Dunedin, 
provision  would  be  made  for  providing  accom- 
modation there  as  the  reclamation   work  pro- 

RAILWAY  EMPLOYES. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  asked  the  Government,  If  it 
is  imperative  that  all  railway  employes  on  the 
South  Island  lines  should  belong  to  the  Railway 
Benefit  Society?  He  did  not  know  that  there 
were  any  printed  regulations  to  such  an  effect, 
and  he  therefore  would  like  to  get  an  answer  that 
would  explain  matters  connected  with  the  Society, 
for  the  information  of  those  most  intimately  con- 
cerned. 

Mr.  OLIVER  replied  that,  although  the  rules 
and  regulations  in  force  for  the  guidance  of  em- 
ploy^ on  the  New  Zealand  railways  stipulated 
that  persons  joining  the  railway  service  were  to 
become  members  of  the  Benefit  Society,  yet  the 
rule  was  not  carried  into  effect,  as  quite  one-half 
of  the  employ<Ss  on  the  Middle  Island  lines  of 
railway  were  not  members  of  the  Society. 

RAILWAY  BENEFIT  SOCIETY. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  asked  the  Government,  If,  in 
the  event  of  a  member  of  the  Railway  Benefit 
Society  resigning,  or  being  discharged  or  dis- 
missed from  the  service,  his  connection  with  the 
Benefit  Society  necessarily  ceases  ? 

Mr.  OLIVER,  in  reply  to  the  question,  would 
read  the  49th  rule,  which  was  as  follows :  "  In 
the  event  of  any  member  of  the  Society  leaving 
the  railway  service,  it  shall  be  optional  with  that 
member — on  paying  his  subscriptions  and  con- 
forming to  the  rules  of  the  society — to  continue 
his  membership." 

RAILWAY  CONSTRUCTION. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  they  are  prepared  to  propose  such  an 
amendment  of  the  law  as  will  authorize  them  to 
accept  tenders  for  separate  sections  of  any  railway 
lines  which  liave  been  sanctioned  by  Parliament  j 
and  whether,  in  this  way,  they  will  now  propose 
a  resolution  to  this  House  enabling  them  to  deal 
at  once  with  a  tender,  already  provisionally  ac- 
cepted, for  the  first  section  of  the  Wellington- 
Foxton  line  P  His  reason  for  asking  the  question 
was,  that  it  was  distinctly  understood  that  the 
Government  would  accept  a  tender  for  the  first 
section  of  the  Wellington-Foxton  line»  although 
they,  through  their  Attorney-General,  had  now 
raised  a  legal  objection — a  Franckenitein  of  their 
own  manufacture — to  hinder  them  from  pro- 
ceeding with  the  promised  work. 

Mr.  OLIVER  said  the  Government  were  con- 
sidering what  steps  they  should  tuke  towards  the 
amendment  of  the  law  to  which  the  first  part  of 
the  honorable  gentleman's  question  had  reference. 
Mr.  Dick 


He  might  state  that  the  Government  had  op 
to  a  few  days  ago  the  intention  to  accept  a 
tender  that  had  been  received.  That  inteutioii 
was  announced  to  the  House  by  the  Premier; 
but,  just  after  that  announcement  had  been  made, 
the  Government  saw  reason  to  alter  their  decision 
with  regard  to  it,  for  certain  prudential  reMons 
connected,  he  might  say,  with  their  financial  pro- 
spects. With  regard  to  the  effect  which  this  would 
have  on  those  seeking  employment,  he  might  say 
that  no  injurious  result  would  follow. 

NEWMARKET  RAILWAY  WORKSHOPS. 

Mr.  TOLE  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  If  the  Government  have  accepted  any 
tender  sent  in  for  the  drainage  and  preparation  of 
the  site  of  the  railway  workshops  at  Newmarket ; 
and,  if  not,  what  is  the  cause  of  delay?  He 
understood  that  tenders  were  sent  in  a  month 
ago  for  the  preparation  of  the  ground  which  bad 
been  settled  upon  finally  as  the  site  to  which  the 
workshops  at  Auckland  were  to  be  removed.  Some 
difficulty  did  arise  at  one  time  as  to  the  suita- 
bility of  the  site,  and  this  site  was  ultimately  ob- 
tained by  Government  at  a  certain  cost.  Tbs 
exigencies  of  railway  matters  in  Auckland  required 
the  removal  of  the  workshops  to  this  central  site, 
and,  the  tenders  having  been  sent  in  a  month  ago, 
numerous  inquiries  were  being  made  as  to  the 
cause  of  the  delay  in  accepting  the  tenders.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  to  receive  a  favourable  answer 
to  the  question. 

Mr.  OLIVER  replied  that  the  Government 
had  not  accepted  any  tender  for  this  work.  It 
was  a  very  important  question  whether  the  work- 
shops shoidd  be  at  Newmarket  or  at  Papakura. 
ITie  Government  was  not  quite  decided  as  to 
which  site  would  be  most  eligible  for  the  works. 
The  matter  had  been  referred  to  his  honorable 
colleague  (Mr.  Whitaker),  and  when  the  Govern- 
ment nad  determined  which  was  the  most  eligibls 
site,  and  taken  a  vote  for  the  purpose,  the  erec- 
tion of  the  workshops  would  be  proceeded  vrith. 

HABITUAL  DRUNKARDS. 

Mr.  DICK  asked  the  Ghovernment,  Whether 
there  is  any  intention  of  bringing  in  a  Bill  during 
the  present  session  for  dealing  with  habitual 
drunkards  ? 

Mr.  HALL  said  that  perhaps  the  honorable 
gentleman  was  not  aware  that  a  Bill  for  this  pur- 
pose was  introduced  in  the  Legislative  Council 
during  the  present  session  of  Parliament,  bat  was 
rejected.  There  was  an  Act  of  this  nature  in 
force  in  the  mother-country,  and  the  Goremment 
considered  it  desirable  to  obtain  further  informa- 
tion as  to  the  working  of  that  Act  before  they  pro- 
posed that  any  further  steps  should  be  taken  in 
the  matter. 

TRIENNIAL  PARLIAMENTS  BILL. 
On  the  motion  for  the  adoption  of  the  report, 
Mr.  REEVES  moved,  as  an  amendment.  That 

the  Bill  be  recommitted,  with  a  view  to  altering 

the  Bill  generally. 

Mr.  HALL  hoped   tie  honorable  gentleman 

would  be  good  enough  to  give  the  House  a  little 

more    information  at  to  the  character  of  the 

alterations  he  proposed. 
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ICr.  EEEYES  said  he  wished  to  alter  the 
word  "  February  "  to  "  December."  If  the  clause 
stood  as  at  present,  thej  would  not  realljr  have 
triennial  Parliaments.  Thej  would  hare  this 
character,  howerer,  if  "December"  were  sub- 
stituted for  "Februarj." 

Mr.  HALL  was  sorry  that  the  Cbremment 
did  not  see  its  way  to  concur  in  the  proposal  of 
the  honorable  gentleman.  No  doubt  the  Bill 
was  not,  strictly  speaking,  for  the  purposes  of  the 
present  Parliament,  a  Triennial  Parliaments  Bill, 
because  if  it  were  altered  it  would  make  the  pre- 
sent Parliament  last  for  a  rather  shorter  time 
than  three  years.  The  time  ahready  fixed  in  the 
Bill  made  it  a  still  more  liberal  measure  than  it 
was  when  first  introduced. — (Laughter.) — Honor- 
able gentlemen  might  laugh,  but  he  was  in  earnest 
about  this  question.  He  did  not  know  whether 
those  honorable  gentlemen  who  laughed  ivere  in 
earnest  also.  He  should  be  sorry  to  see  the  mea- 
sure rejected  or  imperilled  because  it  was  made 
in  Committee  rather  more  liberal  than  when  first 
introduced.  The  Bill  was  now  fresh  from  the 
Committee,  which  decided  that  the  present  Par- 
liament should  come  to  an  end  in  February, 
1882.  That  being  .the  case,  the  Qovernment  did 
not  see  any  sufficient  reason  for  the  recommittal 
of  the  Bill,  and  would  not  be  able  to  vote  for 
its  recommittal.  Let  them  send  it  to  the  Legis- 
latire  Council,  and  it  would  be  one  step  forward 
in  the  direction  of  liberal  reform. 

Mr.  GISBOBNE.— That  is  the  first  step. 

Mr.  HAliL.  —  Tes ;  only  the  first  step,  of 
course.  When  we  accomplish  that,  then  I  hope 
that  probably  the  other  measures  will  be  pro- 
ceeded with  in  the  same  way. 

Mr.  PYKE  would  like  to  ask  the  Premier 
whether  he  really  did  consider  this  a  liberal 
measure.  He  (Mr.  Pyke)  did  not.  On  the  con- 
trary, be  thought  it  was  one  of  the  strongest 
oonserratire  measures  eVer  brought  into  Parlia- 
ment. He  had  always  opposed  this  measure,  on 
the  ground  that,  by  shortening  the  duration  of 
Parliament,  the  more  and  more  would  it  throw 
the  representation  into  the  hands  of  the  wealthy 
classes.  Any  man  who  possessed  a,  sufficient 
amount  of  money  to  enable  him  to  contest  elec- 
tions, desirine  also  to  serve  the  interests  of  his  class, 
would  be  only  too  glad  to  have  the  duration  of 
Parliaments  shortened.  The  more  they  shortened 
the  duration  of  Parliaments,  the  more  difficult 
they  made  it  for  the  unhealthy  class  to  be  repre- 
sented. If  the  Premier's  liberality  was  to  be 
gauged  by  this  Bill,  he  was  afraid  they  would  get 
rery  little  out  of  him.  He  was  sure  the  honorable 
gentleman  knew  himself  that  there  never  viras  a 
more  conservative  measure  introduced  into  that 
House.  The  reason  he  intended  to  vote  for  it 
was  this  :  that,  after  the  experience  of  two  Parlia- 
ments, he  had  found  that  the  fourth  session  was 
one  of  intense  confusion,  and  that  the  whole  House 
got  so  mixed  up,  in  consequence  of  the  addi- 
tions made  to  it  in  the  various  intervals,  that 
there  was  no  possibility  of  guiding  the  delibera- 
tions  of  the  House  from  one  side  or  the  other ; 
and  it  was  on  that  ground  alone  that  he  rave  his 
assent  to  the  Bill.  But,  whilst  he  said  tnis,  and 
whilst  be  stigmatised  it  as  a  conservative  mea- 
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sure,  he  thought  it  would  be  well  for  one©  if  the 
honorable  gentleman  at  the  head  of  (he  Gt)rem- 
ment  would  accept  advice  from  his  side  of  the 
House  and  allow  the  Bill  to  be  recominitted. 
They  would  then  see,  by  the  votes  taken  as  to 
whether  the  Bill  should  come  into  operation  ot 
the  beginning;  or  at  the  end  of  1882,  what  amount 
of  liberality  was  possessed  by  members  of  the 
House.  lie  would  like  to  know  what  the  opinion 
of  the  House  was  on  the  point.  He  might 
mention  that  the  division  which  was  taken  on  the 
question  a  few  evenings  ago  was  taken  at  a  late 
hour  and  in  a  thin  House,  and  it  was  only  fair 
that  they  should  decide  in  broad  daylight  whether 
the  House  wanted  to  dissolve  itself  in  1882  or  not. 

Mr.  SHEPHARD,  as  the  mover  of  the  original 
amendment,  explained  that  his  object  in  moving 
it 'was,  not  to  defeat  4he  Bill,  but  to  avoid  a  diffi- 
culty which  might  arise  under  the  terms  of  the 
Bill  in  case  of  the  term  of  the  House  ending 
during  a  session.  Since  then  there  had  been 
a  discussion  in  the  House,  and  ho  had  received 
some  further  light  on  the  matter,  and  it  ap- 
peared now  that,  instead  of  fixing  a  date  that 
would  apply  to  only  one  Parliament,  if  the  amend- 
ment of  the  honorable  member  for  Bruoe  were 
adopted  it  would  meet  the  views  of  every  one, 
and  the  Bill  would  really  be  a  Triennial  Parlia- 
ments Bill.  The  Premier  had  said  that  Parlia- 
ment, under  any  circumstances,  would  be  able 
to  insure  that  it  should  sit  until  its  work  was 
completed  ;  but  then  it  was  replied  to  that,  that 
the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  might  not 
concur  in  such  a  Bill,  and  that  there  might  be 
some  temporary  difficulty  between  them.  It 
therefore  seemed  to  him  that  the  proviso  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Bruce  ought  to  be  adopted, 
as  it  would  meet  the  views  of  every  one.  He 
hoped  the  Bill 'would  be  recommitted  for  the 
purpose  of  making  that  alteration.  He  looked 
upon  this  as  an  experiment  that  he  had  long 
favoured  ;  and  he  thought  that  by  the  adoption 
of  the  course  suggested  they  would  make  the  Bill 
acceptable  to  the  country,  and  would  relieve  the 
minds  of  those  who  entertained  the  false  impres- 
sion that  they  were  endeavouring  to  steal  a  march 
u|>on  their  constituents,  to  whom  they  had  pro- 
mised a  Triennial  Parliaments  Bill. 

Mr.  MUBBAY  pointed  out  that  his  proposal 
was  lost  by  only  three  votes  in  a  thin  House. 
Members  who  were  absent  were  not  aware  that 
the  proposal  was  coming  on,  and  therefore  it  did 
not  receive  sufficient  consideration.  That  was 
a  good  reason  for  recommitting  the  Bill.  He 
would  again  point  out  that  it  was  possible  the 
Parliament  would  be  dissolved,  and  if  dissolved 
it  would  probably  be  in  the  middle  of  a  session. 
In  that  case  the  three  years  of  the  next  Parlia- 
ment would  terminate  in  the  middle  of  the 
session.  Consequently  they  would  be  forced  to 
remedy  their  hasty  legislation  at  great  incon- 
venience ;  and  it  was  better  that  they  should  com- 
plete their  legislation,  and  not  leave  it  to  a  future 
Parliament  to  remedy  their  mistakes. 

Question  put,  '*That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
left  out  stand  part  of  the  question ;"  upon  which 
a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  following 
result : — 
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Mectums 
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[Not.  7 


Aye« 

Noes 

Majoritjfor 


Mr.  Acton  Adams, 
Mr.  Andrews, 
Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Ballance, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Captain  Colbeck, 
Mr.  De  Lautonr, 
Mr.  Dick, 
Mr.  Finn, 
Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Gisborne, 
Sir  G.  Grey, 
Mr.  HaU, 
Mr.  Hutchison, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Lerin, 
Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  Masters, 
Mr.  Mcl^ean, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 

Mr.  Bain, 
Mr.  Barron, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Migor  Harris, 
Mr.  Hurstbouse, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  Lundon, 
Mr.  McDonald, 
Mr.  Moss, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Pyke, 


42 

25 

17 

Ayes. 

I  Mr.  Oliyer, 

I  Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Pitt, 
Mr.  Reid, 
Mr.  Bichardson, 
Mr.  RoUeston, 
Mr.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Speight, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Colonel  Trimble, 
Mr.  Tumbull, 
Dr.  Wallis, 
Major  WiUis, 
Mr.  Reader  Wood, 
Mr.  Wright. 

Teller$, 
Mr.  George, 
Mr.  Ireland. 

Nobs. 

;  Mr.  Saunders, 
Mr.  Seddon, 
Mr.  Shanks, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Shephard, 
Mr.  Tainui, 
Mr.  Tawhai, 
Major  To  Whooro, 
Mr.  Tomoana, 
Mr.  Whyte. 

TelUr$, 
Mr.  Bunny, 
Mr.  Reeyes. 


The  amendment  was  consequently  negatired, 
and  the  Bill  was  read  a  third  time. 

ELECTIONS  VALIDATION  BILL. 
Mr.  HALL. — The  circumstances  under  which 
the  Government  propose  this  Bill  are  similar  to 
those  in  which  an  inadrertent  transgression  of 
the  Disqualification  Act  occurred  in  former  years. 
The  subject  has  been  discussed  so  recently  that  I 
need  not  recall  the  oircumstances  of  those  cases 
to  the  memories  of  honorable  members.  In  all 
of  them,  I  think,  it  was  admitted  that  the  trans- 
gression of  the  law  was  inadrertent.  In  the  two 
cases  referred  to  in  this  Bill — that  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Marsden  and  that  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  the  Northern  Maori  District 
— it  will  be  very  clearly  shown  to  the  House 
that,  if  there  has  been  a  transffression  of  the  law, 
it  has  heen  unintentional.  In  the  case  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Marsden,  it  will  be  clearly 
shown  that,  if  there  has  been  a  transgression — 
and  there  is  a  doubt  on  the  subject — it  has 
been  inadvertent  The  honorable  gentleman  is 
chairman  of  a  steam  navigation  company  in  the 
^orth  of  this  IsUuid.    That  company  had  entered 


into  a  contract  with  the  Colonial  Government  for 
the  carrying  of  certain  mails.  If  the  contract 
had  been  executed  in  the  way  in  which  contracts 
with  incorporated  companies  generally  are,  it 
would  have  been  in  the  name  of  the  company, 
and  would  liave  had  the  seal  of  the  company 
attached  to  it.  The  honorable  member,  under 
the  terms  of  the  Disqualification  Act,  would  not 
then  have  been  affected  at  all,  because  the  Act 
provides, — 

**  *  Contractor  *  means  a  person  who,  either  hr 
himself,  or  directly  or  indirectly  by  or  with 
others,  but  not  as  a  member  of  a  joint-stock 
company  or  any  incorporated  body,  is  interested 
in  the  execution  or  enjoyment  of  any  contract  or 
agreement  entered  into  with  Her  Majesty,  or  with 
any  officer  or  department  of  the  General  €K)vem- 
ment,  or  with  any  person  or  persons  for  or  on 
account  of  the  public  service  of  New  Zealand, 
under  which  any  public  money  above  the  sum  of 
fifty  pounds  is  payable  directly  or  indirectly  to 
such  person  in  any  one  financial  year." 

But  the  contract  was  signed,  as  I  have  already 
stated,  by  the  honorable  gentleman  on  behalf  of 
the  company.  Although,  therefore,  he  has  no 
other  personal  interest  in  the  contract  than  as  a 
member  of  an  incorporated  company,  in  which 
capacity  he  would  not  have  been  disqualified,  it 
has  been  argued  that,  technically  speaking,  as  the 
contract  is  signed  by  him,  and  the  moneys  have 
to  be  poid  to  nim  for  the  benefit  of  the  company, 
he  is  brought  within  the  terms  of  the  Disqoalin- 
cation  Act.  As  soon  as  that  difficulty  was  dis- 
covered, the  contract  was  transferred  to  another 
person.  But  I  understand  that  some  zealous 
ffentlemen,  not  friends  of  the  honorable  member, 
nave  served  him  with  a  writ  for  a  considerable 
sum  as  penalties  incurred.  If  the  House  will 
follow  me,  they  will  find  that  this  is  not  one  of 
the  cases  the  Disqualification  Act  intended  to 
prohibit.  The  interest  of  the  honorable  member 
is  one  which  the  Act  recognizes  and  allows — 
nothing  more.  He  is  merely  a  member  of  an 
incorporated  company ;  but,  by  the  accident  of 
his  having  signed  the  oontract  as  chairman,  in- 
stead of  it  being  executed  in  the  ordinary  way, 
with  the  seal  of  the  company  attached  to  it,  it  is 
contended,  though  I  do  not  admit  correctly,  that 
he  has  become  involved  in  the  meshes  of  the 
Disqualification  Act.  I  think  the  House  should 
step  in  and  remove  the  doubt.  The  other  case 
which  this  Bill  deals  with  is  that  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  the  Northern  Maori  District. 
His  case  was  under  discussion  the  other  day. 
It  was  stated  that  he  was  an  Assessor  re- 
ceiving a  salary,  and  that  he  did  not  resign 
his  assessorship  until  some  days  after  his  elec- 
tion. Now,  that  was  a  case  of  disqualifica- 
tion ;  but  J  am  bound  to  admit  there  is  some 
force  in  the  argument  that  the  Act  had  no^ 
been  translated  into  Maori,  and  that  the  honor- 
able member  was  not  aware  of  its  provisions. 
Clearly,  in  the  case  of  an  ordinary  salaried  officer, 
he  ought  to  have  known  the  law;  but  in  this 
particular  case  I  trust  the  House  will  take  a 
lenient  view,  and  will  admit  that  the  honorable 
member  has  not  wilfully  transgressed  the  law.  I 
am  informed  that  as   soon  as  the  matter  wm 
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brought  to  his  notice  he  resigned  his  office.  I  f 
hope»  therefore,  the  House  will  regard  his  case  as 
an  inadrertent  transgression  of  the  law.  Those 
ure  the  circumstances  under  which  the  Govern* 
ment  ask  the  House  to  adopt  the  course  which 
has,  on  one  or  two  prerious  occasions,  been 
adopted,  of  passing  a  Bill  of  this  kind.  The 
Bill,  as  honorable  members  will  see,  does  not  in- 
demnify for  any  future  causes  of  disqualification, 
but  onlj  protects  the  honorable  members  from 
what  lias  been  done  in  the  past.  With  these 
remarks,  I  beg  to  move  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.-^ir,  I  understood  the 
honorable  gentleman  to  state  that  the  honor- 
able member  for  Marsden  was  a  shareholder 
in  a  registered  company  of  more  than  ten  share- 
holders  

Mr.  HALL. — A  member  of  an  incorporated 
company.  The  Disqualiflcation  Act  does  not 
specify  any  number  of  shareholders. 

Hon.  Mbhbbbs. — No,  no. 

Mr.  HALL. — No ;  the  Act  does  not  require 
that. 

Hon.  Members. — No,  no. 

Mr.  HALL.  — I  will  read  it:  "'Contractor* 
means  a  person  who,  either  by  himself,  or  directly 
or  indirectly  by  or  with  others,  but  not  as  a  mem- 
ber of  a  joint-stock  company  or  incorporated  body, 
is  interested  in  the  execution  or  enjoyment  of 
any  contract  or  agreement  entered  into  with  Her 
Majesty,"  &c. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— Well,  Sir,  I  rise  to 
state  that  I  think  a  technical  difficulty  should 
nerer  disqualify  an  honorable  member  of  this 
House  ;  but  the  honorable  gentleman  who  mored 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill  said  that  the 
course  of  procedure  which  he  now  proposed  was 
similar  to  that  adopted  on  former  occasions.  The 
honorable  gentleman  was  in  error  in  saying  that. 
On  former  occasions  cases  of  this  kind  were  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  named  by  the  House. 
They  took  evidence  and  brought  up  a  report ;  and 
I  think  that,  if  the  case  is  as  the  honorable  gentle- 
man states  i^is,  this  House  would  remedy  a  de- 
fect purely  technical ;  but  I  do  not  think  that 
we  should  proceed  by  the  votes  of  this  House  to 
declare  that  any  gentleman  who  has  had  a  contract 
should  be  freed  from  the  disqualification  attaching 
thereto  until  a  Committee  has  investigated  the 
case  and  brought  up  a  report  upon  it.  I  say  that 
not  for  this  case  particularly,  but  in  order  that  a 
bad  precedent  may  not  be  established :  otherwise, 
Sir,  I  point  out  to  the  honorable  gentleman  at 
the  head  of  the  Government  that  if  a  question  of 
this  kind  be  decided  by  a  majority  of  this  House, 
without  inquiring  particularly  into  the  matter, 
a  majority  —  the  Ministry  of  the  day,  whoever 
they  may  be — may  always  evade  the  provisions 
of  the  Disqualification  Act ;  and  this  is  so  im- 
portant that  I  put  it  to  my  honorable  friend 
whether  he  would  not  be  following  a  constitu- 
tional course,  and  one  which  was  formerly  fol- 
lowed, and  thus  prevent  the  establishment  of  a 
wrong  precedent,  by  moving  that  a  Committee  be 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  two  cases.  With 
respect  to  the  case  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  the  Northern  Maori  Pistrict,  the  honor- 


able member  for  Totara  argued  with  great  force 
that  the  Disqualification  Act  of  1876  did  not 
disqualify  a  member  of  the  Maori  race  who  had  a 
salary  at  the  time  he  was  elected,  but  that  the  Act 
of  1878  did  limit  the  privileges  that  the  Maoris 
possessed.  The  Act,  however,  should  have  been 
translated  into  the  Maori  language.  If  these  two 
oases  are  found  upon  investigation  to  be  as  the 
honorable  member  at  the  head  of  the  (Government 
has  stated  them,  there  is  no  doubt  this  House 
would  step  in  and  remove  a  technical  objection  { 
but  I  do  submit  that,  in  order  not  to  establish  a 
wrong  precedent,  these  cases  ought  to  be  referred 
to  a  Committee  to  bring  up  a  report.  I  think 
that  the  principle  of  affirming  this  Bill  without 
inquiry  should  not  be  adopted  ;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  I  do  not  wish  to  vote  against  the  second 
reading.  I  am  willing  to  take  it  for  granted  for 
the  present  that  the  cases  are  as  they  have  been 
stated  by  the  honorable  gentleman.  What  I  ask 
him  to  do  is  to  remit  the  Bill  to  a  Committee 
after  it  has  been  read  a  second  time,  to  inquire 
into  the  oases  and  bring  up  a  report  thereon. 

Mr.  TOLE.— I  hope  that  when  the  Bill  is  in 
Committee  the  honorable  gentleman  will  include 
in  the  Schedule  the  name  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  the  Western  Maori  District,  who,  I  under- 
stand, is  in  the  same  position  as  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Northern  Maori  District.  I  do 
not  agree  with  the  honorable  member  for  Akaroa 
that  the  Bill  should  be  referred  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee. We  have  had  experience  of  the  effect  of 
referring  questions  of  this  nature  to  a  tribunal 
of  that  character,  which  always  has  more  or  less 
a  political  bias.  Under  these  circumstances,  I 
do  not  think  it  is  advisable  to  refer  the  Bill  to  a 
Committee,  as  the  general  sense  of  the  House  is 
in  favour  of  the  election  of  the  honorable  member 
for  the  Northern  Maori  District  being  declared 
to  be  valid.  Speaking  from  a  legal  point  of  view, 
I  have  no  doubt  as  to  the  legality  of  his  position. 
I  believe  he  is  qualified  to  sit,  but  I  do  not  set 
up  that  opinion  as  being  absolutely  correct,  and 
I  am  wilhng  to  accept  the  doubts  expressed  in 
the  preamb^.  At  the  same  time,  I  think  there 
should  be  a  clause  in  the  Bill  to  enable  the 
members  mentioned  in  the  Schedule  to  plead 
this  Act  by  way  of  general  issue.  It  will  save 
the  preparation  of  long  pleadings  in  the  actions 
which  I  understand  have  been  brought,  and  are 
now  pending,  against  the  two  gentlemen  who  are 
mentioned  in  the  Schedule. 

Mr.  KELLY. — It  seems  to  me  that  it  would 
be  better  to  get  rid  of  this  Disqualification 
Act  altogether.  Whenever  any  persons  in  this 
House  become  disqualified  under  the  Act,  we 
at  once  bring  in  a  Bill  to  indemnify  them. 
Now,  it  occurs  to  me  that  we  should  put  a 
clause  into  the  Disqualification  Act,  stating  that, 
if  by  any  means  whatever  a  person  should  be 
disqualified,  the  House  would  immediately  put 
him  all  right  again.  That  would  be  the  best 
thing  to  do.  As  it  is  at  present,  as  soon  as  any 
member  of  this  House  commits  an  offence  in 
terms  of  the  Disqualification  Act,  we  at  once 
bring  in  a  Bill  to  indemnify  him.  I  would  sug- 
gest that  we  should  bring  in  a  new  Disqualifica- 
tion Act.    X  have  seen  as  many  as  three  or  four 
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Bills  brought  in  in  the  course  of  a  session  \o 
indemnify  persons  who  had  become  disqualified, 
I  suppose,  through  ignorance  of  the  law.  In- 
stead of  doing  that,  would  it  not  be  better  to 
amend  the  Disqualification  Act  so  as  to  make  it 
apply  clearly  to  one  or  two  classes  of  men  ?  This 
Bill  states  that  two  gentlemen  are  not  disquali- 
fied. If  thej  are  not  disqualified,  whj  pass  the 
Bill  ?  It  appears  to  me  that,  if  these  persons  are 
disqualified,  others  have  been  ;  and  why  not  put 
in  the  whole  of  the  members  of  this  House,  and 
the  members  of  the  Legislati?e  Council  also,  if 
necessary? 

Mr.  BRANDON.  — I  think  the  objections  I 
have  to  the  Bill  had  belter  be  discuwed  in  Com- 
mittee ;  but  I  must  say  that  generally  I  dislike 
the  manner  in  which  the  Bill  is  fiamed.  I  do 
not  know  why  it  is  nccewary  to  introduce  a  Bill 
of  this  kind.  If  the  members  named  iu  the 
Schedule  are  not  disqualified,  then,  as  the  honor- 
able member  for  New  Plymouth  says,  what  neces- 
sity is  there  for  declaring  that  they  are  duly 
elected  P 

Mr.  HALL.  —  The  honorable  member  for 
Akaroa  suggested  that  this  Bill  should  be  re- 
ferred to  a  Select  Committee,  and  stated  that 
that  course  was  adopted  on  a  former  occasion.  I 
beliere  such  was  the  case ;  but  I  think  the  course 
was  taken  rather  with  a  view  of  endearouring 
to  settle  a  dispute  between  the  tiro  sides  of  the 
House  as  to  whether  a  disqualification  existed. 
In  the  present  case,  it  is  said  that  these  gentle- 
men are  either  disqualified  or  they  are  not,  and 
that  if  tficy  are  disqualified  it  is  not  right  to  pass 
the  Bill.  What  I  said  in  moving  the  second 
reading  was,  that  there  was  a  doubt  in  the  matter. 
I  hare  received  an  opinion  from  a  very  eminent 
authority,  which  is  to  the  effect  that  the  honor- 
able member  for  Marsden  would  not  really  be 
disqualified.  But,  as  I  pointed  out,  some  friends 
of  the  honorable  member  have  taken  out  a  writ 
against  him  to  recoyer  £1,000;  and  Mr.  Mohi 
Tawhai,  I  believe,  is  in  a  somewhat  similar  posi- 
tion. A  doubt  exists  as  to  whether  there  has  or 
has  not  been  an  infraction  of  the  law,  and  under 
the  circumstances  I  cannot  see  that  it  would 
serve  any  useful  purpose  to  refer  the  Bill  to  a 
Select  Committee.  We  shall  not  get  any  more 
facts  than  I  have  brought  forward  in  moving 
the  second  reading.  We  shall  ascertain  nothing 
further  than  the  fact  that  there  are  doubts ;  and  I 
am  not  at  all  sure  that  a  Select  Committee  is  a 
better  tribunal  for  dealing  with  a  question  of  that 
kind  than  this  House.  1  have  a  lively  recollec- 
tion of  a  Select  Committee  which  sat  upon  my 
own  case,  although  I  forget  the  exact  particulars ; 
but  there  were  four  legal  gentlemen,  holding 
one  set  of  political  opinions,  on  one  side,  and 
three  lawyers  of  opposite  politics  on  the  other. 
One  political  par^  had  a  majority  of  one. 

Mr.  OlSBORNB.— Was  that  in  the  Legislative 
Council  P 

Mr.  HALL.  —  Certainly  not.  My  honorable 
friend's  experience  of  the  Legislative  Council,  I 
am  sure,  has  not  suggested  such  a  state  of  things. 
It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  the  opinions  of  tho»6 
legal  gentlemen,  in  the  Committee  I  refer  to,  on 
a  strictly  legal  question  were  exactly  in  support 
Mr.  Kellif 


oi  their  political  party.  I  do  not  say  that  there 
was  anything  improper  in  that;  but  it  was  a 
singular  coincidence,  and  the  same  ooinddenoe 
might  happen  again.  Therefore  I  do  not  think 
a  Select  Committee  is  the  best  tribunal  to  deal 
with  this  question,  nor  do  I  think  that  if  it  were 
sent  to  a  Select  Committee  we  should  stand  on 
any  higher  ground  in  dealing  with  it. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— We  should  get  at  tba 
facts. 

Mr.  HALL. — Really,  my  honorable  friend 
would  not  get  any  more  facts.  Here  are  the 
papers.  I  hope  the  honorable  gentleman  will  not 
press  that  point.  Then  the  honorable  member 
for  Eden  asks  that  the  name  of  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Wcbtem  Maori  District  should 
be  included.  We  do  not  wish  to  deal  with  this 
question  in  any  party  spirit,  and  if  when  the  BUI 
gets  into  Committee  it  can  be  shown  that  there 
IS  even  a  prmd  facte  necessity  for  including 
the  honorable  member,  or  any  other  honorable 
gentleman,  we  shall  not  object. 

Mr.  TOLE. — I  understand  there  ia  no  neoet- 
sity  for  it.  The  honorable  gentleman  resigned 
before  his  election. 

Mr.  HALL.— I  have  heard  doubts  exprened 
as  to  the  honorable  gentleman's  case ;  but  we  will 
include  him  or  any  other  honorable  gentleman 
who  may  feel  uneasy  for  similar  reasons. 

IK  comnTTBB. 
Mr.  SEDDON  moved,  That  progress  be  re- 
ported. 

Question  put,  "That  I  do  report  propreaa ;" 
upon  which  a  division  was  called  for,  with  the 
following  result : — 

Ayes         11 

Noes         41 


Majority  against . . . 


30 


Mr.  Andrews, 
Mr.  Ballanoe, 
Mr.  Barron, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher, 
Sir  a.  arey. 


Atb8. 

Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  Reid, 
Mr.  Tumbull. 
Tellers, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Seddon. 


Nobs. 


Mr.  Acton  Adams, 
Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Bain, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  Brycc, 
Mr.  Dick, 
Mr.  Driver, 
Mr.  Finn, 
Mr.  George, 
Mr.  Oibbs, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  Hanilin, 
Major  Harris, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Levin, 
Mr.  Lundon, 
Mr.  McDonald, 


Mr.  PiU, 
Mr.  Richardson, 
Mr.  Rolleeton, 
Mr.  Saunders, 
Mr.  Shanks, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Shepliard, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Tainui, 
Mr.Tole, 
Mr.  Tomoana, 
Colonel  Trimble^ 
Mr.  Whyte, 
Major  Willis, 
Mr.  Reader  Wood, 
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Mr.  McLean,  *  Mr.  Wright. 

Mr.  Murraj,  i  Tellers. 

Mr.  Oliver,  '  Mr.  Hursthoose, 

Mr.  Ormond,  Mr.  Kellj. 

The  motion  was  consequently  negatired. 

The  Bill  was  reported  with  an  amendment,  and 
read  a  third  time. 

QUALIFICATION  OF  ELECTORS  BILL. 

This  Bill  was  considered  in  Committee. 

Clause  2. — **  The  members  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives shall  be  chosen,  in  everj  electoral 
district  appointed  for  that  purpose,  by  the  votes 
of  the  inhabitants  of  New  Zealand  who  shall  pos- 
sess within  the  district  the  qualifications  denned 
by  this  Act." 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  moved,  as  an  amend- 
ment, after  the  word  "  Act,"  to  insert  as  follows  : 
'*  Provided  always  that  no  person  shall  by  virtue 
of  this  Act  be  entitled  to  have  his  name  placed 
aa  an  elector  on  more  than  one  electoral  roll  in 
force  in  the  colony  for  the  time  being." 

Question  put,  **  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
inserted  be  so  inserted ;"  upon  which  a  dirision 
was  called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         25 

Noes         30 


Majority  against 


Ayea. 


Mr.  Ballance, 
Mr.  Barron, 
Mr.  Dick, 
Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher, 
Sir  a.  Grey, 
Major  Harris, 
Mr.  Hutchison, 
Mr.  Lundon, 
Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  McDonald, 
Mr.  Moss, 
Mr.  Reid, 
Mr.  Seddon, 


Mr.  Shanks, 

Mr.  Sheehan, 

Mr.  Shephard, 

Mr.  Speight, 

Mr.  Tainui, 

Mr.  Tawhai, 

Major  Te  Wheoro, 

Mr.  Tole,  . 

Colonel  Trimble, 
,  Mr.  Tnrnbull. 
j  Tellers. 

I  Mr.  De  Lautour, 
1  Mr.  Montgomery. 


Noes. 


Mr.  Acton  Adams, 
Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Bain, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Captain  Colbeck, 
Mr.  Driver, 
Mr.  Oibbs, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  KeHy, 
Mr.  Levin, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Oliver, 

For. 
Mr.  Allwright, 
Mr.  Andrews, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Brown, 


Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Pitt, 
Mr.  Richardson, 
Mr.  RoUeston, 
Mr.  Saunders, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Tomoana, 
Dr.  Wallis, 
Mr.  Whyle, 
Major  Willis, 
Mr.  Wright. 

Tellers, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Stevens. 


Paibs. 

Against. 
M"r.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Studholme, 
Captain  Bussell, 


Mr.  Finn, 
Mr.  J.  B.  Fisher, 
Mr.  George, 
Mr.  Gisbome, 
Mr.  Hiftlop, 
Mr.  Ireland, 
Mr.  Reeves, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Stewart, 
Mr.  Thomson. 


Mr.  H.  Hirst, 
Captain  Kenny, 
Mr.  McCaughan, 
Mr.  Wakefield, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Fulton, 
Mr.  W.  J.  Hurst, 
Mr.  Richmond, 
Mr.  Driver, 
Mr.  Whitaker. 


The  amendment  was  consequently  negatived. 
Mr.  BALLANCE  moved,  as  an  amendment. 
That  the   word    "person"    bo    substituted   for 
"  man." 

Question  put,  "That  the  word  'man*  stand 
part  of  tlie  clause ;"  upon  which  a  division  was 
called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         i.9 

Noes         ...         ...         ...         ...         34 


Majority  against 


Mr.  Allwright, 
Mr.  Andrews, 
Mr.  Barron, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Captain  Colbeck, 
Mr.  Dick, 
Mr.  Driver, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  G-isbome, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  Levin, 
Mr.  McDonald, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Moorhouse, 


Atbs. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

Mr. 
Mr. 
Noes. 


Ormond, 

Pyke, 

Richardson, 

RoUeston, 

Shanks, 

Sheehan, 

Shephard, 

Stevens, 

Sutton, 

Tole, 

Whyle, 

Reader  Wood. 

Tellers. 
J.  T.  Fisher, 
Seddon. 


Mr.  Acton  Adams, 

Major  Atkinson, 

Mr.  Bain, 

Mr.  Brown, 

Mr.  De  Lautour, 

Mr.  Finn, 

Mr.  George, 

Mr.  HaU, 

Major  Harris, 

Mr.  Hursthouse, 

Mr.  Ireland, 

Mr.  Johnston, 

Mr.  Lundon, 

Mr.  Macandrew, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

Mr.  Moss, 

Mr.  Murray, 

Mr.  Oliver, 
The  word  "  man  "  was 
Progress  reported,  and 
The  House  adjourned 
o'clock  a.m. 


Mr.  Pitt, 
Mr.  Reeves, 
Mr.  Reid, 
Mr.  Saunders, 
Mr.  Sw^anson, 
Mr.  Tainui, 
Mr.  1'awhai, 
Major  Te  Wheoro, 
Mr.  Tomoana, 
Colonel  Trimble, 
Mr.  Turnbull, 
Dr.  Wallis, 
Major  Willis, 
Mr.  Wright. 

Tellers. 

Mr.  Ballance, 

Mr.  Speight, 
consequently  struck  out. 
leave  given  to  sit  again, 
at  a  quarter  past  twelve 
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LEQISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Tuesday,  llth  November,  1879. 


First  Readings — S«oond  Readings — Local  Bills. 

The  Hon.  the  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 

Pbatbbs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
District  Courts  Proceedings  Validation  Bill, 
Waiuku  Recreation  Reserro  Bill,  Christchurch 
Drill-shed  Bill,  New  RiTer  Pilot-Stetion  Reserve 
Bill,  Wellington  Harbour  Board  Bill,  Onehunga 
Water  Reserve  Bill,  PrimitiTe  Methodists'  Tem- 
poral Affairs  Bill,  Elections  Yalidatton  Bill, 
Triennial  Parliaments  Bill. 

SECOND  READINGS. 
Napier  Swamp  Nuisance  Bill,  Fisheries  Preser- 
yation  Bill. 

LOCAL  BILLS. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  WATER- 
HOUSE,  it  was  ordered,  That  the  Standing 
Orders  relatire  to  local  Bills  be  amended  bj 
omitting  all  the  words  after  "  purposes,"  in  line 
6  of  section  1,  to  the  end  of  the  section. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  moTcd,  That 
certain  Orders  of  the  day  relative  to  looal  Bills 
be  discharged ;  in  order  that  a  proposal  he  had  to 
make  misbt  be  considered  next  daj.  The  pro- 
posal he  had  to  submit  was  as  follows : — 

"  Local  Bills  are  those  which,  not  being  private 
Bills,  affect  particular  localities  only. 

**  No  local  Bill  shall  be  read  a  second  time  in 
the  Council  unless  notice  shall  have  been  nfen  of 
the  said  Bill  in  the  locality  to  which  it  refers. 

"Such  notice  shall  state  explicitly  the  obiect 
which  such  Bill  is  intended  to  effect,  and  shall 
haye  been  published  twice  at  least  in  two  succes- 
St  TO  weeks  before  the  second  reading  in  a  news- 
paper circulating  in  such  locality. 

"  Where  corporation  property,  or  property  held 
in  trust  for  public,  religious,  or  charitable  pur- 
poses, is  in  any  manner  affected,  a  copy  of  the 
notice  shall  be  served  upon  the  owners  or  trustees 
of  such  property  within  three  days  after  its  first 
publioation. 

"  In  cases  of  Bills  affecting  property  vested  in 
the  Crown,  a  copy  of  such  notice  shall,  before  or 
immediately  after  the  first  publication  thereof,  be 
deposited  with  the  Secretary  for  Crown  Lands. 

"In  all  cases  where  land  is  proposed  to  be 
dealt  with,  a  plan,  drawn  to  a  scale  of  not  less 
than  twenty  chains  to  one  inch,  together  with  a 
schedule  containing  a  description  of  such  land, 
shall  be  deposited  in  the  Local  Bills  Ofilce,  and 
such  plan  and  schedule  shall  be  certified  to  as  cor- 
rect by  some  officer  of  the  Survey  Department. 

"There  shall  also  be  deposited  in  the  Local 
Bills  Office  an  abstract  of  title  to  the  lands  spe- 
cially affected  by  the  said  Bill,  certified  by  a  soli- 
citor of  the  Supreme  Court. 

"  Such  plan,  schedule,  and  abstract  shall  be  de- 
posited in  the  Local  Bills  Office  prior  to  the  first 
reading  of  the  Bill. 


"  On  the  first  convenient  day,  to  be  fixed  by  the 
Speaker,  after  the  meeting  of  Parliament,  the 
Council  shall  nominate  by  ballot  twenty-six  mem* 
bers  to  serve  on  Committees  on  Local  Bills. 

"  The  twenty-six  members  so  nominated  thaU 
be  divided  by  the  Speaker  into  four  Committee! 
— viz.,  one  Standing  Orders  Committee  on  Local 
Bills,  to  consist  of  five  members ;  and  three  other 
Committees  on  Local  Bills,  to  consist  each  of 
seven  members.  Each  of  the  said  Committees 
shall  elect  its  Chairman.  Three  members  shall 
form  a  quorum. 

"  When  a  Bill  has  been  read  a  first  time  the 
Speaker  shall,  if  in  his  opinion  it  is  a  local  Bill, 
refer  the  same  to  the  Standing  Orders  Committee 
on  Local  Bills. 

"  Such  Committee  shall  determine  whether  the 
Bill  comes  within  the  definition  of  a  local  Bill, 
and,  if  so,  whether  the  Standing  Orders  in  refer- 
ence to  local  Bills  have  been  complied  with. 

"  If  they  determine  that  a  Bul  is  not  a  local 
Bill,  they  shall  so  report  to  the  Council. 

"  If  they  determine  that  a  Bill  is  a  local  Bill, 
and  that  such  Standing  Orders  have  not  been 
complied  with,  they  shall  so  report  to  the  Council, 
or  they  may,  in  their  discretion,  defer  their  report 
until  a  sufficient  time  has  elapsed  to  enable  the 
Standing  Orders  to  be  comphed  with,  and  then 
report  accordingly. 

"  When  the  Standing  Orders  have  been  com- 
plied with,  the  Bill  shall  be  referred  to  one  of  the 
three  Local  Bills  Committees,  and  such  references 
shall  be  made  to  the  several  Committees  alter- 
nately. 

"  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  several  Local 
Bills  Committees  to  examine,  consider,  and  report 
on  the  Bills  so  respectively  referred  to  them. 

"  After  such  report  is  made  to  the  Council,  the 
same  shall  be  read,  and,  if  the  Council  think  fit, 
ordered  to  be  printed ;  and  then,  or  at  any  time 
thereafter,  on  motion  without  notice,  a  day  shall 
be  fixed  for  the  second  reading." 

He  therefore  moved  That  Orders  of  the  Day 
4,  6,  7,  and  8  be  discharged. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS,  so  far  as  be  had 
been  able  to  gather,  thought  the  proposals  of  the 
Hon.  the  Attomey-Geneinl  worthy  of  support ; 
yet  he  thought  it  would  be  inconvenient  for  the 
Council,  without  consulting  the  other  branch  of 
the  Legislature,  to  pass  such  Standing  Orders 
as  were  suggested  affecting  local  Buls.  He 
(Mr.  Reynolds)  thought  the  question  should  be 
relegated  to  a  Joint  Committee  of  both  Houses, 
eo  that  there  might  be  agreement  between  them 
as  to  the  Standing  Orders  to  be  passed.  He  felt 
perfectly  certain  that  if  this  were  not  done  there 
would  be  a  confitct  between  the  two  Houses. 
He  believed  it  was  far  better,  if  possible,  that 
they  should  avoid  anything  that  might  cause 
mbunderstanding  between  the  two  brauches  of 
the  Legislature.  He  should  not  move  any  amend- 
ment ;  but  he  trusted  that  other  honorable  mem- 
bers would  consider  whether  it  would  not  be 
advisable  to  relegate  the  whole  question  to  the 
Committee  on  Standing  Orders,  and  for  the  Hon. 
the  Speaker  to  see  the  Speaker  of  the  other 
House,  and  endeavour  to  come  to  an  understand- 
ing on  the  subject. 
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The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOBE  said  this  was 
a  proposal  which  had  been  before  the  Coramittee 
on  Standing  Orders,  raised  by  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Menzies,  and  probably  it  was  the  onlj  rational 
waj  of  getting  over  the  difficulty  the  Council  had 
got  into.  It  seemed  probable  that  an  unusual 
number  of  local  Bills  would  come  this  session 
before  the  Council,  and  it  would  be  very  necessary 
to  hayo  some  provisions  made  for  dealing  with 
them  immediately.  He  wished  to  point  out,  in 
connection  with  the  proposal  of  the  Hon.  the 
Attorney-General,  that  there  must  be  some- 
thing compulsory  about  the  attendance,  or  the 
arrangement  would  soon  fall  through.  Not  only 
was  the  Council  indebted  to  the  gentlemen  who 
had  hitherto  attended  on  this  Committee  for 
their  services  and  knowledge,  but  also  for  their 
sacrifice  of  time  and  attention,  particularly  at  a 
period  when  such  sacrifice  was  rather  disagreeable. 
The  great  point  of  this  proposal  was,  that  it  un- 
doubtedly would  distribute  the  work  more  equally 
than  at  present,  seeing  that  it  now  all  fell  upon 
the  shoulders  of  one  or  two  people.  In  deciding 
the  matter  the  Council  would  be  greatly  guided 
hj  the  opinions  of  honorable  gentlemen  who  had 
lieretofore  performed  laborious  duties  in  this 
and  many  kindred  positions  in  the  Legislature. 
But  there  were  members  of  the  Council  who  were 
quite  capable  of  becoming  ornaments  to  any  Com- 
mittee if  they  only  had  the  chance.  The  misfor- 
tune of  this  Chamber  was,  that  there  really  was 
not  the  opening  for  an  honorable  gentleman  to 
distinguisn  himself  that  there  was  in  another 
branch  of  the  Legislature ;  and  it  was  practically 
only  in  being  useful  in  this  way  that  honorable 
gentlemen  had  very  great  opportunity  of  doing 
much  for  the  colony.  It  was  undoubtedly  doing 
a  great  serrice  to  the  colony  to  stop  unseemly 
legislation.     An  honorable  gentleman  raised  the 

Soint  whether  or  not  they  ought  to  pass  a 
tandiog  Order  of  this  character  without  con- 
sulting the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature.  He 
thought  he  was  correct  in  saying — the  late  Chair- 
man of  Committees  would  correct  him  if  he  were 
wrong — that  when  they  did  first  pass  the  Local 
Bills  Standing  Order  they  sent  it  to  the  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature,  and  they  could  not 
congratulate  themselTes  upon  the  cordiality  with 
which  it  was  received.  Therefore  he  could  not 
eee  any  great  object  to  be  gained  in  following  the 
■ame  course  on  a  second  occasion.  He  was  not 
quite  sure  that  they  were  under  any  circum- 
stances bound  to  do  more  than  courteoutfly  in- 
form the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  that 
they  had  passed  such  a  Standing  Order.  It 
would  be  well  to  ask  their  co-operation  in  this  or 
any  other  step  for  the  advantage  oT  public  busi- 
ness, but  if  they  were  not  met  m  the  same  spirit 
he  thought  it  would  be  beneath  the  dignity  of  the 
Council  to  go  a  second  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  said  he  might 
be  allowed  to  state  that  he  spoke  to  the  Speaker 
of  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  who  said 
that,  as  far  as  he  was  aware,  no  such  resolution 
or  Standing  Order  had  ever  come  before  him. 

The  Hon.  Major  RICHMOND  said  that  the 
Local  Bills  Standing  Order  was  sent  to  the  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature. 


The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  said  it  was 
not  a  matter  of  doubt.  Under  those  circum- 
stances it  was  not  seemly  for  them  again  to  ad- 
dress that  branch  of  the  Legislature.  But,  while 
he  was  clear  on  that  point,  he  thought  that,  in  all 
action  they  took  of  this  character,  where  the  in- 
terests of  another  branch  of  the  LegisUture  were 
concerned,  or  where  any  conflict  might  arise, 
they  were  bound  to  show  themselves  as  con- 
ciliatory as  possible,  and  to  acquaint  themselves 
with  any  circumstances  which  caused  irritation, 
and  to  avoid  giving  it  if  possible.  They  would  be 
indebted  to  any  honorable  gentleman  who  could 
suggest  means  by  which  they  could  avoid  giving 
offence.  To  that  extent  he  agreed  with  the  honor- 
able gentleman,  but  beyond  that  he  was  not  pre- 
pared to  go.  Looking  at  the  draft  clauses,  he 
thought  there  was  nothing  in  them  which  should 
give  any  ofience  whatever.  He  had  heard  out  of 
doors  certain  questions  raised  as  to  the  competence 
of  this  branch  of  the  Legislature  to  draw  its  own 
Standing  Orders.  He  must  say  that,  if  they  were 
a  branch  of  the  Legislature  at  all,  they  must  be 
sovereign  in  the  matter  of  Standing  Orders; 
and,  if  they  chose  to  consult  the  other  branch  of 
the  Legislature,  it  must  be  purely  as  a  matter  of 
courtesy.  He  would  object  to  anything  which 
subordinated  their  decisions  in  such  matters  to 
another  branch  of  the  Legislature. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  assured 
the  Hon.  the  Attorney- General  that  whatever 
he  might  bring  forward  on  the  part  of  the  Go- 
vernment as  the  proper  solution  of  this  difficulty 
he  (Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell)  would  be  only  too  willing 
to  accept,  short  of  continuing  to  do  the  same  work 
he  had  been  doing.  He  was  sorry,  however,  that 
neither  the  honorable  gentleman,  nor  the  honor- 
able members  who  were  concerned  in  bringing  for- 
ward these  particular  motions,  had  been  willing  to 
accept  the  oUve-branch  which,  for  his  own  part, 
he  had  held  out,  when  he  had  suggested  that,  as 
perhaps  there  had  been  some  heat — and  he  had 
said  that  he  was  very  sorry  if  any  of  his  expressions 
had  caused  irritation — the  right  course  was  to  dis- 
charge all  the  motions.  His  suggestion  had  been 
refused  ; — which  meant  that  the  Council  declared 
this  was  right  and  fair :  that  honorable  members 
might  find  fault  with  the  work  that  had  been  done, 
might  say  members  were  accused  of  doing  their 
work  with  partiality  —  these  accusations  were 
stated  publicly  in  the  Press  as  the  groundwork 
for  these  very  motions  —  and  yet  that  the  very 
members  who  had  done  the  work,  and  who  had 
been  subjected  to  those  accusations,  were  still  to 
be  compelled  to  serve  on  the  Committee.  He 
refused  to  consider  that  decision  fair  and  just; 
especially  with  respect  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Water- 
house,  because  he  felt  a  pride  in  bearing  humble 
testimony  to  the  great  value  of  the  services 
that  honorable  gentleman  had  rendered  in  this 
particular  work.  When  motions  were  brought 
forward  aimed  at  his  honorable  friend  specially 
for  the  manner  in  which  he  had  conducted  his 
work — and  there  was  no  doubt  whatever  a«  to 
whom  it  was  aimed  against — was  it  fair  that  he 
should  be  compelled  to  serve  on  the  Committee 
after  being  subjected  to  the  disgrace  that  was  thus 
put  upon  him  P     However,  now  that  the  honor- 
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ftble  and  learned  Attorney-Gkneral  had  taken  the 
matter  in  hand,  he  would  be  only  too  glad  if  the 
system  he  proposed  should  be  effectual  to  carry 
.tiirougli  the  work.  With  reference  to  the  other 
House,  that  was  a  matter  of  tery  great  importance. 
Tiie  Hon.  Mr.  Reynolds  had  raised  the  question 
as  to  whether  the  other  House  ought  not  to  be 
consulted  in  this  matter.  He  must  repeat  that 
not  only  was  that  done,  and  tlie  assent  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  sought  to  joint  Stand- 
ing Orders,  but  it  was  done  with  the  utmost 
courtesy,  and,  as  far  as  lie  was  aware,  with  cour- 
teous urgency.  He  had  represented  the  noatter 
personally  to  a  number  of  members  of  the  other 
House,  and  had  giren  reasons  for  the  two  Houses 
adopting  joint  Standing  Orders  for  local  Bills. 
But  the  reason  why  they  could  not  get  the  as- 
sent of  the  other  House  to  the  proposal  was  the 
very  difficulty  that  lay  at  the  bottom  of  the  whole 
subject — namely,  that  the  Bills  passed  hastily 
in  the  House  of  Representatires  were  often  Bills 
that  were  criticised  and  prevented  from  being 
passed  in  the  Council,  whenever  they  ii\juriously 
affected  either  public  or  private  interests.  It  was 
the  very  block  which  the  Council  had  put  against 
that  kind  of  legislation,  which  had  given  offence 
to  members  of  the  other  House.  The  members 
of  the  other  House  who  promoted  such  Bills  be- 
lieved, of  course,  that  they  were  quite  right,  and 
that  they  should  be  passed,  and  he  feared  that 
the  Council  would  not  easily  get  them  to  agree 
to  imposing  a  restraint  upon  their  own  legisla- 
tion. The  Council  had  approached  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives  and  had  asked  them,  for  public 
reasons,  to  agree  with  them  in  certain  Stand- 
ing Orders ;  and  now  they  oueht  to  leave  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  tale  the  initiative. 
A  good  many  honorable  members  of  the  other 
House  had  spoken  to  him  on  the  subject,  and 
they  were  becoming  more  and  more  alive  to  the 
necessity  of  themselves  becoming  the  restrainers 
of  the  difficulties  the  Council  wanted  to  obviate. 
Let  that  feeling  ripen ;  and,  as  soon  as  the  House 
became  really  impressed  with  it,  they  would  find 
the  Council  only  too  glad  to  do  their  utmost  to 
promote  that  local  legislation  which,  since  the 
abolition  of  the  provincial  system,  had  become 
one  of  the  necessities  of  the  country.     With  re- 

gard  to  the  suggestions  of  the  Attomey-Gteneral, 
e  would  gladly  agree  to  any  plan  for  enabling 
the  work  to  be  carried  through :  but  there  was 
a  matter  which  he  hoped  his  honorable  friend 
would  take  into  consideration,  as  it  greatly 
affected  a  large  number  of  Bills  which  were 
being  passed  in  the  other  House,  and  was  one 
whicn  ought  to  be  considered  forthwith  by  the 
Government  in  the  interest  of  public  legislation. 
It  was  this :  They  had  taken  very  great  pains, 
since  the  abolition  of  the  provinces,  to  pass  cer- 
tain general  public  Statutes.  They  had  passed 
the  Municipal  Corporations  Act,  the  Counties 
Act,  the  Rating  Act,  the  Regulation  of  Local 
Elections  Act,  the  Harbour  Act,  and  other  such 
measures,  all  of  which  had  been  most  carefully 
elaborated  and  thought  out,  and  all  containing 
provisions  for  the  sue-guarding  of  those  rights 
which  were  necessary  to  be  guaraed  in  local  legis- 
lation. Now,  the  locaX  bodies  that  were  affected  by 
ffon.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell 


this  legislation — Municipal  Corporations,  County 
Councils,  rating  bodies,  marine  bodies.  Cham- 
bers of  Commerce,  and  so  forth — often  found  thit 
the  restrictions  which  were  imposed  by  these  Aets 
were  inconvenient  for  some  pedicular  object  they 
wanted  to  gain.  They  therefore  brought  hofote 
the  House,  year  after  year,  Bills  the  reu  objeet  of 
which  was  to  set  aside  the  general  Statutes,  and 
to  set  up  instead  the  particular  legislation  which 
they  wanted  for  themselves.  This  question  should 
be  considered  by  the  Government.  They  should 
either  repeal  or  amend  these  general  Sti^tes,  or 
compel  the  local  bodies  to  conform  to  their  pro- 
visions. He  urged  this  on  the  attention  of  the 
Attorney-General,  because  it  was  a  matter  left 
unprovided  for  by  the  proposals  the  honorable 
gentleman  now  made.  They  should  insist  upon 
not  proceeding  with  Bills  promoted  by  partioalar 
local  bodies,  the  object  and  intentbn  of  whi^ 
was  to  defeat  the  general  Statute  legislation.  By 
insisting  upon  this,  they  would  get  rid  of  one  A 
their  greatest  difficulties.  He  did  not  meui  that 
they  should  never  make  any  local  amendment 
or  alteration  in  the  application  of  a  general  Sta- 
tute, but  the^  should  guard  against  its  general 
principles  bemg  set  aside  and  destroyed.  He 
would  mention  two  instances.  They  had  a  BiU 
at  present  before  them,  by  which  the  system  of 
taking  the  assent  of  the  people  interested  in 
a  county  work,  and  who  would  have  to  pay  for 
it,  was  changed,  and  a  new  system  songht  to 
be  set  up.  All  the  carefully-prepared  provisions 
in  the  Counties  Act  for  enabling  the  assent  of  the 
people  to  the  levying  of  rates  to  be  tiUsen  were 
to  be  set  aside  for  the  particular  object  songht 
by  the  Bill.  They  would  thus  have  two  systems 
running  side  by  side,  and  might  have  twenty,  cme 
of  these  days.  Again,  it  was  proposed  to  do  away 
with  what  had  been  the  subject  of  debate  over 
and  over  again  in  the  other  House  for  several 
years.  The  question  whether  a  rate  should  be 
capable  of  being  levied  not  by  valuation,  but  by 
acreage,  had  been  fought  out  and  settled  against 
acreage  rating ;  but  in  this  Bill  it  was  intended 
to  have  an  acreage  rate  imposed.  If  they  al- 
lowed their  general  Statutes  to  be  altered  and 
interfered  with  to  meet  the  views  or  objects 
of  any  particular  local  body,  they  would  not 
only  be  rendering  valueless  the  carefully-pre- 
pared provisions  affecting  the  local  bodies  gene- 
rally, but  they  would  also  inflict  a  gross  injustice 
upon  those  bodies  that  were  willing  to  ob^  the 
restrictions  of  the  general  statute  law.  These 
were  important  points,  not  touched  by  the  pro- 
posal of  the  Attorney-General:  and  he  hoped, 
before  that  proposal  was  discussed,  they  would 
receive  the  honorable  gentleman's  consideration 
on  the  part  of  the  Government,  as  being  matters 
affecting  the  general  public  legislation,  which  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  Gbneral  Govemment  to  main- 
tain and  to  guard. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  G.  BUCKLEY  was  sure  every 
member  of  the  Council  would  bear  testimony  to 
the  valuable  work  done  by  the  Local  Bills  Com- 
mittee. He  was  a  member  of  that  Committee 
last  year,  and  he  could  say  that  there  was  more 
work  put  before  it  than  was  done  by  any  otbw 
Committee ;  and,  unless  honorable  members  upon 
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Uiat  Comtnittee  gare  to  it  ererj  moment  of  tbeir 
time,  they  eoald  not  overtake  the  woric.    The  only 
alteration  which  he  thought  they  should  make 
-vrckt  that,  instead  of  having  one  Local  Bills  Com- 
mittee, they  should  have  two  or  three  Commit- 
tees, so  thtA  the  work  might  be  divided  between 
them ;  and  that  was  a  matter  which  the  Council 
might  dispose  of  in  ten  minutes.    The  proposal 
mtuie  by  the  Attomey-Gkneral  would  perhaps 
make  some  alteration  in  the  notices  which  had 
to  be  given  as  to  advertising  in  newspapers,  &c. 
Xf  that  were  the  case,  and  if  there  was  to  be  any 
alteration  in    the   Standing   Orders   already  in 
exktence  relating  to    local  Bills,   it  would  be 
hardly  fiur  to  those  who  already  had  Bills  be- 
fore the  Assembly,  as  they  would  not  be  able  to 
comply  with  such  Standing  Orders.    There  was 
really  only  one  question  to  be  decided,  and  that 
was,  whether  the  Local  Bills  Committee  should 
remain  as  it  was,  or  be  divided  into  one  or  two 
Committees.    He  thought  it  might  be  very  well 
divided  into  three  Committees,  and  then  there 
woold  be  plenty  of  work  for  each  Committee  to 
do.     It  was  hanlly  right  that  the  Local  Bills  Com- 
mittee shonld  have  their  whole  time  taken  up  in 
attending  that  Committee.    Unless  the' course  he 
bad  suggested  were  adopted,  such  would  be  the 
case,  and  they  would  have  no  time  to  attend  to 
any  other  Committee.     He  would  suggest  that 
there  should  be  one  Committee  for  considering 
Harbour  Bills,  another  Committee  for  consider- 
ing Bills  relating  to  counties  and  municipalities 
and  Rocul  Boards,  and  another  Committee  for  all 
other  local  Bills.    That  would  divide  the  work, 
and  then  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  carrying 
it  out. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FBASEB  was  sorry  to  hear 
the  Hon.  Sir  F.  DiUon  Bell  mention  that  he  had 
heard  that  the  Local  Bills  Committee  had  been 
accused  of  partiality.  He  (Captain  Fraser)  had 
himself  never  heard  of  th^  slightest  suspicion  of 
that  kind.  He  had  never  heard  the  Committee 
accused  of  partiality.  They  knew  that  the  Com- 
mittee worked  too  well — eo  well  that  they  were 
all  anxious  to  bear  their  part  in  tlie  Committee. 
They  saw  the  good  the  Committee  were  doing, 
and  were  anxious  to  bear  a  part  in  it.  If  any- 
thing he  had  said  in  moving  his  amendment  had 
hurt  the  feelings  of  the  Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell  or 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse,  he  was  sorry  for  it,  and 
would  withdraw  it.  This  was  not  the  time  to  go 
into  that  matter :  next  day  would  be  the  time 
to  discuss  it.  All  this  trouble  that  had  come 
upon  the  Council  was  attributable  to  the  aboli- 
tion of  provincial  government  some  time  ago. 
Before  the  abolition  there  were  nine  Parliaments 
sitting  in  judgment  upon  these  Bills,  bringing 
tbeir  local  knowledge  to  bear  upon  them  :  such 
Bills  were  thoroughly  looked  after  :  but,  now  that 
those  institutions  had  been  destroyed,  a  different 
state  of  things  existed.  He  was  sorry  that  they 
had  been  destroyed ;  but  the  time  had  come 
when  they  would  very  likely  have  to  go  back  to 
them,  because  they  had  destroyed  those  institu- 
tions before  they  were  able  to  supply  their  place. 
"Sow  Parliament  would  have  to  sit  in  session  for 
aix  months  in  every  year.    Last  year  they  had  a 
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great  number  of  these  Bills  ;  they  were  like  those 
unfortunate  lunatics — increasing.  Last  year  they 
had  a  great  many,  this  year  a  great  deal  more, 
and  next  year  the  number  would  be  still  in- 
creased. Unless  they  adopted  some  special  method 
of  dealing  with  them,  they  would  not  be  doing 
their  duty  properly  to  the  country,  and  would 
get  into  a  state  of  confusion.  This  was  not  the 
proper  time  for  debating  the  proposition  of  the 
Attorney-General,  but  to-morrow. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  did  not  con- 
sider it  was  altogether  a  disadvantage  to  have  an 
impromptu  discussion  of  this  sort  upon  the  pro- 
posed resolution  of  the  Attorney- General.  He 
thought  that  even  this  informal  discussion  woidd 
prove  an  advantage.  The  advantage  would  be 
this :  that,  when  they  were  called  upon  to  consider 
the  proposals  to-morrow,  perhaps  they  would  be 
better  prepared  to  discuss  them  than  would  have 
been  the  case  if  they  had  not  turned  the  matter 
over  in  their  minds,  as  they  naturally  would  do 
whilst  this  matter  was  being  discussed.  The  Hon. 
Captain  Fraser  had  stated  that  what  they  had  to 
do  was  to  provide  some  efficient  machmery  in 
connection  with  the  passage  through  the  Council, 
and  the  examination  on  their  merits,  of  these 
various  local  Bills.  Although  he  had  been  a 
member  of  the  Local  Bills  Committee  for  some 
time,  up  to  the  present  time  he  was  in  doubt  as 
to  the  exact  character  of  the  machinery  to  be 
employed.  Local  Bills  were,  growing  upon  them 
with  amazing  rapidity.  It  was  quite  clear  some 
well-considered  course  must  be  adopted  of  deal- 
ing with  them ;  otherwise  their  legislation  would 
be  unsatisfactory  and  probably  very  inefficient. 
Many  of  those  local  Bills  were  prepared  by 
persons  who  were  not  accustomed  to  the  draft- 
ing of  Bills.  Sometimes  they  were  drawn 
by  the  clerk  to  the  local  body,  who  trusted  to 
the  Bill  being  put  into  shape  when  it  arrived 
before  Parhament.  The  effect  was,  that  an 
•increasing  number  of  these  Bills  were  in  a 
most  incomplete  and  unsatisfactory  state  ;  and,  if 
they  passed  into  law  in  their  present  shape,  they 
would  result  in  an  increase  of  litigation,  rather 
than  in  a  diminution  of  it.  It  appeared  to  hini 
that  they  would  have  to  go  further  in  this  matter 
than  was  proposed  by  the  Hon.  the  Attorney- 
General,  and  devise  other  machinery  than  that 
which  the  honorable  and  learned  gentleman  had 
proposed.  There  was  an  Examiner  of  Private 
Bills.  They  would  require  something;  like  an 
Examiner  of  Local  Bills,  who  should  be  a  legal 
man,  prepared  to  make  a  thorough  examination 
of  the  legal  bearings  of  the  various  clauses  of  the 
Bills,  so  as  to  see  that  they  did  not  encroach  upon 
public  or  private  rights,  and,  if  the  Bill  was  incom- 
pletely prepared,  to  draft  it  into  the  necessary 
shape,  in  order  to  enable  it  to  meet  the  object 
which  it  had  in  view.  He  was  satisfied  this  was 
the  main  thing  they  woidd  have  to  provide  for, 
and,  before  the  debate  of  next  day  came  on,  he 
would  endeavour  to  draw  two  or  three  additional 
resolutions  to  give  effect  to  the  idea  that  he  had 
just  given  utterance  to.  He  simply  called  the 
attention  of  honorable  members  to  the  circum- 
stance now,  in  order  that  their  minds  might  be 
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directed  to  the  sabject,  and  that  they  might  bare 
some  knowledge  of  bis  intention  to  bring  the 
matter  forward.  He  therefore  hoped  he  would 
not  be  thought  going  beyond  liis  duty  or  taking 
honorable  members  unaware  if  next  day  he  pro- 
posed two  or  three  clauses  which,  in  his  opinion, 
were  necessary  in  order  to  proride  for  what  he 
deemed  to  be  deficiencies  in  the  clauses  of  the 
Attomey-Q-eneraL 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  thought  that,  not- 
withstanding the  fact  that  the  Hon.  Colonel 
Whitmore  had  stated  distinctly  that  the  Stand- 
ing Orders,  aa  passed  by  the  Council,  were  for- 
warded to  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature, 
there  was  some  misunderstanding  on  the  matter, 
and  that  they  must  hare  miscarried  in  some  way 
or  another,  because  the  Speaker  had  said  he  did 
not  know  anything  of  them.  It  was  quite  pos- 
sible that  they  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  one 
of  the  clerks  of  Parliament. 

Hon.  Mbhbsbs. — ^Two  years  ago. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BBYNOLDS  had  not  been  able 
to  find  a  single  member  of  the  other  branch  of 
the  Legislature  who  knew  anything  of  these 
Stranding  Orders,  or  who  knew  about  their  pass- 
ing, except  by  seeing  them  in  the  Gazette,  Cer- 
tainly they  had  not  been  brought  before  the 
House.  The  Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore  had  said 
he  thought  it  would  be  too  much  to  expect  the 
Council  again  to  make  any  sort  of  oyertures  to 
the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature;  but  he 
(Mr.  Reynolds)  did  not  think  the  Council  should 
at  all  stand  upon  its  dignity  in  that  way.  He 
thought  the  duty  of  the  Council  was  to  endea- 
your  to  secure  the  best  means  of  legislation  for 
the  colony.  With  regard  to  the  remark  of  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse,  that  they  would  require 
to  haye  an  Examiner  of  Local  Bills  connected 
with  the  Council,  he  (Mr.  Reynolds)  thought 
that  would  be  objectionable,  too.  His  own  im- 
pression was  that  the  Government  should  haye  a 
sufficient  staff*  in  the  Solicitor-General's  or  the 
Attorney-General's  office  to  look  oyer  every  Bill 
that  came  before  the  Parliament,  and  that  a  sprt 
of  precis  should  be  submitted  to  the  Government 
of  every  Bill  before  it  was  submitted  to  either 
branch  of  the  Legislature.  The  Government  cer- 
tainly were  responsible  for  each  of  these  Bills, 
and  he  did  not  think  it  would  be  well  for  them 
to  hand  over  these  duties  to  either  one  branch 
of  the  Legislature  or  the  other.  If  they,  had  not 
a  sufficient  staff  in  the  Solicitor-General's  or  At- 
torney-General's office,  it  wae  their  duty  to  ask 
for  a  larger  staff,  and  to  examine  each  BiU,  at  any 
rate  before  it  was  read  a  second  time,  so  that  the 
Ministers  on  the  Government  benches  would  be 
able  to  say  whether  there  was  any  objection  on 
the  part  of  the  Government  to  these  BiUs,  or  not. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  was  very  glad  the 
Council  was  apparently  coming  to  a  decision  in 
this  matter.  He  thought  it  had  become  very 
evident  indeed,  not  only  that  there  really  was 
more  work  imposed  upon  the  Local  Bills  Com- 
mittee than  it  could  possibly  get  throueh,  but  that 
it  was  extremely  unfair  to  honorable  members 
who  had  charge  of  these  local  Bills  to  be  kept  in 
attendance  for  such  a  length  of  time  as  was  the 
case  now,  especially  in  a  year  in  which  there 
ffon.  Mr.  Waterhouse 


were  two  sessions.  Honorable  members  who  had 
charge  of  local  Bills  were  put  to  a  great  amount 
of  personal  inconvenience,  and  it  was  really  leas 
than  fair  to  expect  an  honorable  member  to  be 
in  attendance  week  after  week,  in  order  to  get 
through  a  single  Bill :  the  Bill  ought  either  to 
be  thrown  out,  or  passed,  witli  the  least  possible 
delay.  For  that  reason  he  was  glad  to  hear  that 
the  labour  was  going  to  be  divided,  and  he 
trusted  the  Committees  would  be  appointed  ac- 
cordingly, so  that  they  might  have  something 
more  definite  and  expeditious  with  regard  to 
these  matters.  As  to  what  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waier^ 
bouse  had  said,  he  had  no  doubt  it  would  require 
a  great  deal  of  consideration ;  but  he  imagined 
that  one  of  the  most  necessary  things  to  be  doae 
in  connection  with  this  subject  was  to  have  tiie 
various  Acts,  especially  Municipal  Acts— the 
bearing  of  which  upon  each  other  seemed  t-o  bave 
got  into  a  very  complicated  state,  and  reallj  to 
puzzle  very  much  honorable  members  who  had 
to  deal  with  these  matters — revised  and  consoU- 
dated,  so  that  the  Acts  might  be  a  little  more  in- 
telligible than  they  really  were.  At  the  present 
time  it  was  extremely  difficult  for  honorable  mem- 
bers who  were  not  legal  gentlemen  to  comprehend 
the  bearing  of  these  Acts  one  upon  the  other. 
That  would  be  a  more  necessary  step  even  than 
the  appointment  of  an  Examiner,  if  that  were 
done,  he  did  not  think  the  difficulties  would  arise 
that  had  arisen  ;  and  he  hoped  the  Government 
would  take  the  matter  into  consideration,  with 
the  view  to  carrying  out  what  he  considered  to 
be  one  of  the  most  necessary  things. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  four  o'clock  pan. 
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First  Readings — 8.  J.  Edmondft— Jackson's  Bay  Wlxarf— 
Public  Analysts— Newmarket  Post  Office — East  and 
West  Coast  Railway,  Middle  Island  —  Para*  Bay 
Wharf—  Pallman  Cars  —  Roads  —  Native  Coal  for 
RaUways— West  Coast  Small  Farms— Waikaia  Coort. 
house  —  Marton-Taapo  Railway  —  Manukau  County 
Court  Districts— J.  Harsh— Qualification  of  Bleoton 
BUI.  

Mr.  Spsaeeb  took  the  chair  at  half -past  ttro 
o'clock. 

Pbaybbs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Marlborough  Biver  Districts  Union  Bill,  Otago 
University  Bill,  Land-Tax  Bill,  Kumara  Edaoa> 
tion  Beserve  Bill. 

S.  J.  EDMONDS. 

Mr.  SWANSON  aiked  the  Minister  for  Natire 
Affairs,  What  action  the  GoTcmment  hare  taken, 
or  intend  to  take,  in  reference  to  the  report  of 
the  Public  Petitions  Committee,  during  the  session 
of  1878,  in  the  case  of  the  petition  of  Samuel  J. 
Edmonds  ? 

Mr.  BRYCE  said  the  report  of  the  Petitions 
Committee,  to  which  the  honorable  gentleman 
referred,  was  contained  in  these  words : — 
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"  That  fair  compensation  should  be  giren  for 
direct  loss  occasioned  bj  the  act  of  rebel  Natives, 
and  that  the  matter  should  be  inquired  into  bj 
the  Government  with  a  view  to  some  settlement 
of  such  claims;  but  with  respect  to  this  special 
case  the  Committee  has  no  opinion  to  ofier  to  the 
House." 

The  honorable  gentleman  was  aware  that  this 
formed  a  part  of  a  large  subject,  which  had  been 
considered  at  various  times  by  the  House.    He 
might,  perhap,  also  be  aware  that  he  (Mr.  Brjce) 
had  ^wajs  held  the  opinion  that  these  claims 
for  losses  suffered  during  the  war  were  good  and 
▼ahd  claims  against  the  colony.     He  had  always 
held  that  opinion  individually,  and  he  had  not 
changed  it  since  he  had  been  a  member  of  the 
Government.     At  one  time  these  claims  were  re- 
cognized  by  the  colony ;  but  in  1867  a  resolution 
-was  brought  up  by  a  Committee  of  the  House  to 
the  effect  that  the  only  claims  which  should  be 
recognized  in  the  future  were  those  occasioned  by 
loss  arising  from  a  direct  order  of  the  command- 
ing officer.    Although  that  resolution  was  never 
formally  adopted  by  the  House,  it  had  been  acted 
upon  by  successive  Governments.    Therefore  any 
answer  which   might  imply   that  compensation 
would  be  given  in  this  particular  case  would,  he 
imagined,  reopen  the  whole  question,  which  being 
one  of  considerable  magnitude,  it  would  not  be 
advisable  on  the  part  of  the  GK)vemment  to  do 
without  some  direct  expression  of  opinion  from 
the  House.     This  case  appeared  to  be  one  of  | 
undoubted  hardship,  and  there  were  many  others 
of  the  same  kind;  although  he  would  point  out 
to  the  honorable  gentleman  that,  even  in  respect  | 
to  this  particular  case,  an  error,  if  he  might  so  | 
call  it,  had  been  fallen  into,  which  had  damaged 
the  cases  of  people  who  had  good  cbims :  that  | 
was  to  say,  the  claims  had  been  put  into  an  ex-  > 
aggerated  form.    The  first  loss — the  loss  of  the 
ressel — to  which  reference  was  made,  was  esti-  I 
mated  at  £800,  and  the  claim  had  been  gradually  i 
magnified  until  it  had  now  reached  £5,480.     He  I 
believed  it  was  because  of  a  great  many  of  these  ! 
claims  having  been  exaggerated  that  the  House 
took  an  impression  that  was  not  favourable  to 
them.     He  should,  personally,  be  very  glad  to 
see  the  whole  subject  inquired  into ;  but  he  was 
not  prepared  to  say  that  the  Gt>vernment  would 
authorize  that  to  be  done  unless  some  resolution 
of  the  House  were  passed  indicating  a  wish  in 
that  direction. 

JACKSON'S  BAY  WHARF. 
Mr.  GISBOBNE  asked  the  Minister  for  Immi- 
gration, If  he  will  place  on  the  estimates  a  suf- 
ficient sum  to  make  available  the  wharf  begun 
undef  the  authority  of  a  preceding  Government 
at  the  special  settlement  at  Jackson's  Bay,  as 
recommended  by  the  Jackson's  Bay  Commission  ? 
In  explanation  of  the  reasons  which  induced  him 
to  ask  this  question,  he  might  state  that  the 
special  settlement  of  Jackson's  Bay  was  com- 
menced about  four  or  five  years  ago,  and  tliat  the 
Government  of  the  day  authorized  the  commence- 
ment of  a  wharf,  and  the  succeeding  Government 
authorized  its  continuance.  Circumstances  after- 
wards occurred  which  caused  the  cessation  of  the 


work.  The  special  circumstances  of  the  case,  and 
the  vital  importance  of  this  jetty  to  the  settle- 
ment, were  so  forcibly  set  forth  in  the  report  of 
the  Jackson's  Bay  Commission  which  was  recently 
appointed  that  he  would  not  detain  the  House 
by  stating  anything  more  of  those  circumstances 
and  reasons,  and  would  only  express  a  hope  that 
he  would  receive  a  favourable  answer  from  the 
Qovemment. 

Mr.  OLIVER  replied  that  a  proposal  to  expend 
£2,500  on  this  work  was  under  the  consideration 
of  the  Government,  and  the  matter  would  be 
decided  before  the  public  works  estimates  were 
brought  down. 

PUBLIC  ANALYSTS. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  asked  the  Government,  Whe- 
ther the  services  of  the  public  analysts  through- 
out the  colony  caunot  be  made  more  practically 
useful  than  at  present  ?  Under  the  Adulteration 
of  Food  Act  the  Governor  was  empowered  to 
appoint  colonial  analysts ;  but,  as  far  as  he  could 
ascertain,  only  one  appointment  had  been  made 
under  that  Act,  which  had,  in  fact,  baen  little 
more  than  a  dead -letter.  Section  9  relegated  the 
duty  of  procuring  samples  for  analvsis  to  Inspec- 
tors of  Nuisances  and  Inspectors  of  Weights  and 
Measures ;  but  it  was  not  necessarily  part  of  their 
duty  to  do  so,  except  at  the  instigation  of  a  third 
party.  He  hoped  the  Government,  when  they 
had  time  to  turn  their  attention  to  minor  matters, 
would  look  into  this  subject,  and  give  a  Uttle 
more  vitaUty  to  the  Act,  in  order  to  render  the 
services  of  the  public  analysts  of  much  more 
general  benefit. 

Mr.  HALL  said  this  question  was  one  to  which 
his  honorable  friend  could  hardly  expect  a  definite 
answer.  He  could  only  assure  him  that  during 
the  recess  the  Government  would  inquire  into 
the  subject,  and  introduce  any  improvements  on 
the  present  practice  which  they  found  could  be 
effected. 

NEWMARKET  POST  OFFICE. 
Mr.  TOLE  asked  the  Minister  having  control 
of  ;the  Postal  Department,  If  the  Government 
will  place  a  suffiaent  sum  on  the  estimates  for 
the  erection  of  a  post  office  at  Newmarket  in  con- 
junction  with  the  telegraph  office  of  that  place  ? 
The  District  of  Newmarket  had  risen  to  such  a 
state  of  importance  that  it  was  confidently  be- 
Ueved  that  if  a  post  office  were  established  there 
in  conjunction  with  the  telegraph  office  the 
revenue  which  would  be  derived  rrom  it  would 
recoup  the  expenditure.  The  matter  was  re- 
ferred to  the  late  Government,  and  the  Post- 
master-General, after  receiring  a  report  from  the 
Chief  Postmaster  which  was  favourable  to  this 
proposal,  promised  to  place  a  sum  on  the  esti- 
mates sufficient  to  erect  a  wooden  building,  and 
to  have  the  post  office  conducted  in  conjunction 
with  the  telegraph  office.  At  present  the  postal 
arrangements  were  carried  on  at  a  store  in  the 
neighbourhood,  and  he  believed  the  requirements 
of  the  district  demanded  more  adequate  and  con- 
venient provision.  There  was  a  general  desire  on 
the  part  of  the  pubhc  that  a  post  office  should  be 
established  near  the  main  road,  in  connection 
with  the  telegraph  station. 
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Mr.  HALL,  iu  reply,  said  the  post  office  at 
Kewmarket  was  now  in  a  private  store ;  the 
telegraph  office,  on  the  other  hand,  was  at  the 
railwaj  station.  It  was  asked  that  there  should 
be  a  separate  building  erected,   in  which   the 

Sostal  and  telegraph  business  should  bo  con- 
acted.  It  was  found  that  such  a  building,  con- 
structed of  timber,  would  cost  £750,  and  £1,000  if 
built  of  more  substantial  material.  The  financial 
position  of  the  colony  was  such  that  the  Gbvern- 
ment  were  obliged  to  postpone  any  expenditure 
which  could  possibly  bo  postponed ;  and  therefore, 
if  they  were  not  able  to  undertake  this  work 
at  present,  the  honorable  member  would  under- 
stand that  it  was  not  because  they  did  not  appre- 
ciate the  desirability  of  the  work,  but  because  the 
finances  were  not  in  a  position  that  would  enable 
them  to  bear  any  expenditure  which  could  pos- 
sibly be  avoided  for  tne  present. 

EAST  AND  WEST  COAST  RAILWAY, 
MIDDLE  ISLAND. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked  the  GoTemment,— (1.) 
Whether  they  intend  to  place  on  the  estimates, 
this  session,  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  for  the 
construction  o£  the  East  and  West  Coast  Rail- 
way in  the  Middle  Island  ?  (2.)  If  they  intend 
to  ask  the  House  to  appoint  a  Select  Committee 
to  inquire  into  and  report  on  the  best  route  for 
same  ?  With  regard  to  tlie  first  part  of  the 
question,  it  was  understood,  he  believed,  by  the 
House  and  by  the  people  of  Canterbury  and  the 
West  Coast,  that  this  line  of  railway  would  be 
constructed  out  of  the  loan  which  was  authorized 
last  session.  The  appointment  of  a  Select  Com- 
mittee was  referred  to  in  the  Governor's  Speech, 
and  was  a  part  of  the  policy  of  the  late  Govern- 
ment. Personally  he  was  not  in  favour  of  ap- 
pointing a  Committee,  seeing  that  that  course 
might  cause  delay. 

Mr.  OLIVER  said  the  answer  to  this  question 
would  be  contained  in  the  Public  Works  State- 
ment, which  he  hoped  would  soon  be  made. 
With  regard  to  tlie  second  part  of  the  question, 
the  Government  did  not  propose  to  refer  this 
matter  to  a  Select  Committee,  as  they  considered 
such  a  course  would  be  equivalent  to  shelving  the 
question  altogether. 

PARUA  BAY  WHARF. 

Captain  COLBECK:  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  If  he  will  take  steps  to  have  a 
small  landing-wharf  erected  at  Parua  Bay,  near 
Whangarei  Heads  ?  Parua  Bay  was  situated  be- 
tween the  Whangarei  River  and  the  East  Coast, 
and  was  about  sixteen  miles  from  Whangarei, 
which  was  the  only  outlet  to  a  very  large  district; 
and  at  present  there  was  no  accommodation  for 
landing,  loading,  and  discharging  goods,  or,  in 
fact,  even  passengers,  for  women  had  to  be  carried 
through  tlie  mud  on  the  backs  of  the  boatmen. 
He  trusted  the  Government  would  recognize  the 
necessity  for  doing  something  to  improve  this 
state  of  things. 

Mr.  OLIVER  replied   that  the  Government 
did  recognize  the  necessity  for  something  being 
done,  and  had  caused  inquiries  to  be  made  as  to 
the  sum  that  was  neoessary  to  provide  for  it. 
Mr,  ToU 


PULLMAN  CARS. 

Mr.  VYYM  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  (1)  Whether  it  is  true  that  the  Pullman 
railway  car?,  lately  imported  from  America,  ran- 
not  pass  through  the  tunnels  on  the  Christ- 
church-Invercargill  line ;  (2)  whether,  if  such  is 
the  case,  the  cars  can  be  altered  so  as  to  render 
them  available  for  the  through  traffic  on  that 
line ;  (3)  what  is  the  estimated  cost  of  such 
alteration  ;  and  (4)  who  is  responsible  for  the 
blunder  ? 

Mr.  OLIVER,  in  regard  to  the  first  question, 
was  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  reply  that  it  was  true. 
In  reference  to  the  second  question,  it  was  quite 
possible  that  these  cars  could  be  altered.  They 
would  have  to  be  altered ;  and  the  cost,  he  was 
sorry  to  say,  would  be  very  considerable,  although 
as  yet  no  exact  estimate  had  been  formed.  With 
regard  to  the  question  of  who  was  responsible 
for  the  blunder,  it  seemed  that  the  Government 
agent  at  New  York,  Mr.  W.  W.  Evans,  through 
whom  the  order  was  given  to  the  manufacturer, 
and  whose  duty  it  was  to  inspect  the  cars,  was 
responsible.  Sections  of  the  tunnels  were  for- 
warded with  the  order,  but  they  seemed  to  have 
been  entirely  ignored.  He  did  not  know  whether 
anj  responsibility  could  be  fixed  upon  this  gentle- 
man such  as  would  enable  the  colony  to  recover 
from  him  the  cost  of  altering  the  carriages ;  but 
if  that  were  possible  it  certainly  would  be  done. 

ROADS. 

Mr.  GEORGE  asked  the  Premier,  If  the 
Government  will  place  a  sum  of  money  on  the 
estimates  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  roads 
through  and  opening  up  Crown  lands  in  the 
various  districts  in  the  colony  in  which  the 
counties  have  not  sufficient  funds  to  do  so? 
There  were  large  blocks  of  Crown  lands  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  colony  through  which  roads 
might  be  opened  up  at  a  very  small  expenditure, 
and  the  land  be  brought  into  the  market,  which 
lands  at  the  present  time  were  unapproachable, 
and  therefore  unsuleable. 

Mr.  HALL  replied  that  the  policy  of  the  Qto- 
vernment  in  regard  to  this  and  all  similar  ques- 
tions would  be  explained  when  the  Financial 
Statement  and  the  Public  Works  St-atcment  were 
made. 

NATIVE  COAL  FOR  RAILWAYS. 

Mr.  BARRON  asked  the  Government,  Whe- 
ther, as  a  report,  furnished  to  the  Commissioner 
of  Railways  on  the  28th  May,  1878,  shows  that 
Green  Island,  Walton  Park,  and  other  native 
coals  can  be  used  for  locomotive  purposes  at  less 
cost  than  imported  coal,  the  Government  intend 
to  encourage  the  use  of  such  native  coals  .^  The 
Government  were,  doubtless,  aware  that  a  series 
of  experiments  had  been  conducted  by  Mr.  Arm- 
strong, Inspector  of  Locomotives,  who  had  fur- 
nished a  report  which  showed  very  clearly  that 
a  considerable  saving — something  like  one-seventh 
— could  be  effected  by  the  use  of  this  coal,  and 
that  it  would  be  quite  possible  to  use  it  exclu- 
sively.        

Mr.  OLIVER  said  the  attention  of  the  Govern- 
ment had  been  drawn  to  the  report,  and  eff^ 
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iras  being  given  to  the  recommendations  con- 
tained in  it.  The  GJreen  Island  and  other  New 
Zealand  coal  was  now  being  largely  used  on  the 
locomotiTes,  and  with  a  view  to  farther  encourage 
its  use  it  had  been  decided  to  offer  bonuses  to 
the  engine-drivers  to  use  it,  and  a  further  bonus 
on  its  economical  ase,  as  proved  by  the  consump- 
tion. The  tenders  that  were  being  called  for 
coal  for  railway  purposes  were  now  almost  ex- 
clusively confined  to  New  Zealand  coal. 

Mr.  MACANDE£W.— Did  I  understand  the 
honorable  gentleman  to  say  that  a  bonus  had 
been  offer^  to  the  engine-drivers  to  use  New 
Zealand  coal  ? 

Mr.  OLIVER.— Yes;  it  was  decided  before 
the  present  Government  came  into  office  that  a 
bonus  of  6d.  per  day  should  be  given  to  the 
drivers. 

Mr.  MACANDEEW.  — It  was  never  decided 
by  us,  and  I  am  very  sorry  to  hear  it. 

Mr.  BICHABDSON  asked  whether  the  ar- 
rangement had  been  extended  to  the  Canterbury 
lines. 

Mr.  OLIVER  sadd  he  did  not  know  that  any 
district  had  been  omitted  from  the  arrangement. 
He  believed  it  applied  to  the  Canterbury  lines  as 
well  as  to  the  others- 

Mr.  BARRON  thought  the  offer  of  the  bonus 
to  the  engine-drivers  was  an  exceedingly  wise  step 
on  the-part  of  the  Government.  The  great  objec- 
tion of  the  firemen  to  the  use  of  Green  Island 
coal  was  that  it  involved  harder  work,  and  it  was 
profitable  and  therefore  good  policy  to  remove  the 
objection  in  this  way  if  it  could  be  removed  in  no 
other. 

WEST  COAST  SMALL  FARMS. 

Sir  G.  GREY  asked  the  Government,  If  it  is 
their  intention  to  establish  on  the  west  coast  of 
this  Island  one  or  more  small-farm  settlements, 
to  be  taken  up  on  a  system  of  deferred  payments 
by  settlers  to  whom  employment  will,  for  a  time, 
be  aflbrded  upon  public  works? 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  there  was  now  a  BUI 
before  the  House  which  would  give  the  Gt)vem- 
ment  very  considerable  powers  in  the  establish- 
ment of  such  settlements ;  and  it  was  the  desire 
of  the  Government  to  give  the  fullest  effect  to 
that  Bill  if  it  passed.  At  the  present  time,  how- 
ever, it  was  impossible  for  the  Gk)vemment  to 
say  in  what  particular  parts  of  the  country  these 
settlements  would  be  placed.  That  would  be  a 
question  for  consideration  when  the  House  sanc- 
tioned the  proposals  now  before  it. 

WAIKAIA  COURTHOUSE. 

Mr.  IREL.\ND  asked  the  Minister  of  Justice, 
If  the  Government  intend  complying  with  the 
prayer  of  the  petition  of  Waikaia  residents  as  to 
the  erection  of  a  Courthouse,  the  Public  Peti- 
tions Committee  having  referred  this  matter  to 
the  Government  on  the  29th  ultimo  P 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  the  District  Engineer 
had  been  requested  to  report  upon  the  matter, 
and  the  subject  would  be  considered  when  the 
estimates  for  the  department  were  submitted  to 
the  House. 


MARTON-TAUPO  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  MURRAY  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  If  he  is  aware  that  an  engineer  employed 
by  the  Rangitikei  County  Council  has  found  a 
good  practicable  route  for  a  railway  from  Marton, 
Rangitikei,  by  the  Murimutu  Plains,  to  Taupo 
and  Auckland  ?  He  would  be  glad  to  learn  that 
the  Government  were  aware  of  the  fact,  because 
it  might  influence  them  in  the  proposals  they 
made  to  the  House. 

Mr.  OLIVER  said  that  copies  of  three  reports 
had  been  received  by  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment— one  from  Mr.  Murray  to  the  Rangitikei 
County  Council,  describing  what  he  claimed  to  be 
a  good  route  for  a  road  or  a  railway. 

MANUKAU  COUNTY  COURT  DISTRICTS. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  asked  the  Government,  If  they 
will  alter  the  judicial  boundaries  of  the  Papakura 
Resident  Magistrate's  District,  so  as  to  make  it 
coterminous  with  the  boundaries  of  the  Manukau 
County;  also,  if  the  Government  will  abolish 
the  local  Court  districts  in  the  above  county, 
thereby  allowing  litigants  to  take  summonses  out 
and  have  their  cases  tried  at  the  nearest  Court 
witliin  the  Resident  Magistrate's  district  ?  He 
believed  the  Resident  Magistrate  of  the  Papa- 
kura District  had  written  to  the  Government 
asking  them,  in  efiect,  to  do  what  he  (Mr.  Ham- 
lin) now  asked  them  to  do.  The  Resident  Magis- 
trate of  the  Papakura  District  had  charge  of  a 
portion  of  the  Manukau  County,  whilst  the  dis- 
trict of  the  Resident  Magistrate  at  Auckland 
extended  into  a  portion  of  it  also.  The  con- 
sequence was,  that  the  boundary  of  the  district 
was  not  known  to  a  great  many  people,  and  he 
was  anxious  that  the  boundaries  of  the  Papakura 
District  should  be  coterminous  with  those  of  the 
Manukau  County,  in  order  that  there  should  be 
a  defined  district.  With  reference  to  the  second 
part  of  the  question,  he  might  explain  that  there 
were  imaginary  boundaries  in  his  (the  Papakura 
Resident  Slagistrate's)  district,  and  people  had  to 
go  to  certain  Courts  to  take  out  summonses  :  but 
it  was  unwise  to  keep  up  those  distinctions ;  and 
he  would  like  to  hear  from  the  Minister  of  Justice 
that  those  internal  districts  would  be  abolished, 
and  that  people  would  be  allowed  to  take  oat 
summonses  for  the  nearest  Court. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  that  a  correspondence 
had  been  going  on  since  April,  1878,  with  refer- 
ence to  the  first  part  of  the  question,  and  so  far 
as  he  could  make  out  there  was  no  objection  to 
the  proposal :  in  fact,  it  was  considered  a  very 
advisable  one.  As  to  the  second  part  of  the 
question,  he  would  like  to  confer  with  the  honor- 
able gentleman  in  order  to  ascertain  its  meaning, 
when  he  would  give  an  answer  to  it  on  a  subse- 
quent day. 

J.  MARSH. 
Mr.  BUNNY  asked  the  Government,  What 
course  they  mean  to  pursue  upon  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  Waste  Lands  Committee  on  the 
petition  of  John  Marsh?  The  petition  recom- 
mended that  the  Gbvemment,  in  the  event  of  the 
Borough  Council  of  Cromwell  advertising  for  sale 
any  portion  of  the  street  line  in  Westmore  Tor- 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


182 


Qualification  of 


[HOUSE.] 


Electors  BUI. 


[Noy.U 


race,  or  taking  any  other  action  to  diminish  the 
width  of  *uch  terrace,  should  take  action  through 
the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  to  protect  the 
public  rights,  the  said  terrace  being  the  only  and 
great  highwaj^  available  for  traffic  between  Dun- 
edin  and  Queenstown.  It  came  to  the  know- 
ledge of  the  Committee  that  a  street  was  being 
narrowed  to  the  width  of  57  feet,  and  that  a  por- 
tion,  11  feet,  had  been  cut  off  and  offered  for  sale 
to  the  occupants  on  the  line  of  street. 

Mr.  HALL  said  that  the  petition,  and  the 
report  of  the  Waste  Lands  Committee,  were  to 
this  effect:  that  the  Cromwell  Borough  Council, 
in  the  exercise  of  rights  conferred  upon  it  by  the 
Municipal  Corporations  Act,  had  determined  to 
effect  a  certain  narrowing  of  a  public  highway ; 
but,  so  far  as  the  papers  connected  with  the  matter 
went,  there  was  nothing  to  show  that  the  Q-ovom' 
ment  had  any  right  to  interfere  in  the  matter. 

QUALIFICATION  OF  ELECTORS  BILL. 

This  Bill  was  further  considered  in  Committee. 

Clause  2. — Qualification  of  electors. 

Subsection  (I). — Freehold  qualification. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  moTed,  That,  after  the  words 
"  Every  person  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  or 
upwards,"  the  words  "  being  a  ratepayer  on  any 
ratepayers'  roll  for  property  "  be  inserted. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
inserted  be  there  inserted ;"  upon  which  a  division 
was  called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         22 

Noes         26 


Majority  against ... 


Ayes. 


Mr.  Barron, 
Mr.  Bunny, 
Mr.  Q-eorge, 
Mr.  G-isborne, 
Sir  G.  Grey, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Lundon, 
Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Moss, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Seddon, 

Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Bain, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  Br^ce, 
Captain  Colbeck, 
Mr.  Dick, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  Levin, 
Mr.  Mason, 
Mr.  Masters, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Oliver, 


Mr.  Sheehan, 

Mr.  Shephard, 
j  Mr.  Speight, 

Mr.  Stewart, 
!  Mr.  Swanson, 
I  Mr.  Tawhai, 
I  Major  Te  Wheoro, 

Mr.  Tole. 

.  Tellers. 

'  Mr.  Barnnce, 
Mr.  Be  Lautour. 

Noes. 

Mr.  Pitt, 

Mr.  Richardson, 
I  Mr.  Rolleston, 
,  Mr.  Sutton, 
,  Mr.  Tainui, 
I  Mr.  Tomoana, 

Colonel  Trimble, 
,  Mr.  Wakefield, 

Mr.  Reader  Wood, 
,  Mr.  Wright. 

'  Tellers. 

,  Mr.  Hursthouse, 
I  Mr.  Stevens. 


The  amendment  was  consequently  negatived. 
Mr,  Bunntf 


Subsection  (2). — Residential  qualification. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  moved.  That  the  word 
"  man  "  be  struck  out,  with  a  view  to  inserting 
the  word  "  person." 

Question  put,  "That  the  word  'man'  stand 
part  of  the  clause ;"  upon  which  a  division  was 
called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes  27 

Noes         19 


Majority  for 


Mr.  Bain, 
Mr.  Barron, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Captain  Colbeck, 
Mr.  Gibb?, 
Mr.  Gisborne, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  Mason, 
Mr.  Masters, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Moss, 
Mr.  Murray, 


Mr.  Ballance, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Sir  G.  Grey, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Lundon, 
Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Pitt, 
Mr.  S'-Hdon, 


8 


Atbs. 


Mr.  Oliver, 
Mr.  Richardson, 
Mr.  Rolleston, 
Mr.  Shephard, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Tomoana, 
Colonel  Trimble, 
Mr.  Reader  Wood, 
Mr.  Wright. 
Tellers. 
Mr.  Dick, 
Mr.  Wakefield. 


Noes. 


Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Speight, 
Mr.  Tainui, 
Mr.  Tawhai, 
Major  Te  Wheoro, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Dr.  Wallis. 

Tellers. 
Mr.  George, 
Mr.  Pyke. 


The  amendment  was  consequently  negatived. 

Mr.  MURRAY  moved  the  adoption  of  the  fol- 
lowing subsection  : — 

"  Everr  male  Maori,  of  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years  and  upwards,  whose  name  is  enrolled  upon 
a  ratepayers'  roll  in  force  within  the  electoral  dia* 
trict  in  respect  of  which  he  claims  to  vote,  »« 
entitled  to  be  registered  as  an  elector  and  to  vote 
at  the  election  of  members  for  such  district  for 
the  House  of  Representatives  ;  but  no  such  Maon 
shall  be  entitled  to  be  registered  as  an  elector,  or 
to  vote  at  any  such  election,  in  respect  of  any 
other  qualification  under  this  Act." 

Mr.  GISBORNE  moved,  as  an  amendment, 
the  insertion  of  the  following  words  after  ll»e 
words  *' claims  to  vote":  "or  who  is  seised  ui 
severalty  of  a  freehold  estate  to  the  value  of 
twenty-five  pounds  or  upwards." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Question  put, "  That  the  subsection,  as  amended, 
stand  part  of  the  clause ;"  upon  which  a  division 
was  called  for,  with  the  following  result  :— 

Ayes  29 

Noes         19 


Majority  for 
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Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Bain, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Captain  Colbeck, 
Mr.  Dick, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Gisbome, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Kellj, 
Mr.  Lerin, 
Mr.  Lundon, 
Mr.  Mason, 

Mr.  Ballance, 
Mr.  Barron, 
Mr.  Bunnj, 
Mr.  De  Lautoor, 
Sir  a.  GhtJj, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Hatchison, 
Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  Montgomerj, 
Mr.  O'Borke, 

For. 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  DriTor, 
Mr.  Fulton, 
Mr.  H.  Hirst, 
Mr.  W.  J.  Hurst, 
Captain  Kennj, 
Mr.  Masters, 
Mr.  Moorhouse, 
Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Bichmond. 
Captain  Russell, 
Mr.  Saunders, 
Mr.  Studholme, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 
Mr.  Whyt«, 
Major  Waiis, 
Mr.  Bender  Wood. 


Atb8. 

Mr.  Oliyer, 
Mr.  Pitt, 
Mr.  Pyke, 
Mr.  Bicbardson, 
Mr.  Bolleston, 
Mr.  Seddon, 
Mr.  Shephard, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Colonel  Trimble, 
Mr.  Wakefield, 

;  Mr.  Wright. 

'  Tellers. 

I  Mr.  McLean, 

I  Mr.  Murray. 

Nobs. 

Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Speight, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Tainui, 
Mr.  Tawhai, 
Major  Te  Wheoro, 
Mr.  Tomoana. 
Tellers. 
.  Mr.  G^rge, 
Mr.  Moss. 

Paibs. 

Against. 
1  Mr.  Hislop, 

Mr.  TurnbuU, 
I  Mr.  Ireland, 

Mr.  Finn, 
I  Mr.  BeeTes, 
'  Mr.  J.  B.  Fisher. 
j  Mr.  Stewart, 

Mr.  McDonald, 
I  Mr.  Allwright, 
I  Mr.  Shrimekt, 
i  Mr.  Brown, 
I  Mr.  Roid, 

Mr.  Andrews, 
I  Mr.  Thomson, 
'  Major  Harris, 

Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher, 
!  Mr.  Tole. 


The  subsection  was  consequently  agreed  to. 

Subsection  (5). — ^Aliens,  &c.,  disqualified. 

Mr.  GEORGE  moyed.  That,  after  the  words 
"  unless  he  shall  hare  received  a  free  pardon," 
the  following  words  be  inserted :  "  or  shall  have 
underjcone  the  sentence  or  punishment  to  which 
he  shall  hare  been  adjudged  for  such  offence." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
inserted  be  so  inserted ;"  upon  which  a  division 
was  called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes        26 

Noes         22 


Majority  for 


Mr.  Ballance, 
Mr.  Barron, 
Mr.  Bunny, 
Mr.  De  Laatour, 


Atbs. 


Mr.  Pitt, 
Mr.  Pyke, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Speight, 


Mr.  Dick, 
Mr.  Gisbome, 
Sir  G.  Grey, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Hutchison, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Lundon, 
Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  O'Rorke, 

Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Bain, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Captain  Colbeck, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  LcTin, 
Mr.  Mason, 
Mr.  McLean, 


I  Mr.  Swanson, 

I  Mr.  Tainui, 

I  Mr.  Tawhai, 

'  Major  Te  Wheoro, 
Mr.  Tomoana, 
Mr.  TurnbuU. 

Tellers. 
Mr.  George, 
Mr.  Moss. 


Nobs. 


Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Oliver, 
Mr.  RoUeston, 
Mr.  Seddon, 
Mr.  Shephard, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Wakefield, 
Mr.  Wright. 

Tellers. 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Colonel  Trimble. 


The  amendment  was  consequently  agreed  to. 
Bill  reported  with  amendments. 
The  House  adjourned  at  forty  minutes  past 
twelve  o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIYE  COUNCIL. 

Wednesday,  12th  November,  1879. 

Indecent  Performances  —  Wellington  Reclsimed  L«nd~ 
ProTincial  Expenditure  and  Receipts— Otago  Wast« 
Lands— Local  Bills— University  of  Otago  BiU— Oamara 
Waterworks  Bill— District  Courts  Proceedings  Valida- 
tion Bill — Elections  Validation  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Spbakeb  took  the  chair  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 
Pbayebs. 

INDECENT  PERFORMANCES. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  asked  the  Hon. 
the  Attomey-Qenoral,  Whether  the  Government 
intend,  this  session,  to  introduce  a  Bill  to  sup- 
press  indecent  performances  in  theatres  or  other 
places  of  public  amusement  ?  He  had  been  in- 
duced to  put  this  question  on  the  Order  Paper 
because  of  the  very  strong  feeling  that  existed  in 
the  City  of  Dunedin,  in  Christchurch,  and,  he 
believed,  also  in  Wellington,  in  which  places  it 
was  thought  to  be  necessary  to  have  fresh  legis- 
lation on  the  subject.  He  hoped  the  Government 
would  be  able  to  give  a  favourable  answer. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  said,  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  there  were  about  ninety  Bills  stand- . 
ing  upon  the  Order  Papers  of  the  two  Houses,  he 
thought  it  was  almost  impossible  to  introduce  a 
Bill  on  the  subject  during  this  session.  He  ad- 
mitted that  legislation  was  desirable,  and  if  there 
was  time  the  Government  would  attempt  to  do 
something  in  the  matter ;  but  he  could  not  pro- 
mise that  anything  would  be  done. 

WELLINGTON  RECLAIMED  LAND. 
On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Colonel  WHIT- 
MORB,  it  was  ordered,  That  there  be  laid  upon 
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the  table  copies  of  all  oorreepondence  bj  the  late 
and  present  GtoTernment  with  theparchasers  of 
sections  on  the  reclaimed  land  at  Wellington,  or 
anj  agent  on  their  behalf,  relatire  to  the  extension 
or  renewal  of  the  promissory  notes  given  for  the 
unpaid  instalments  of  the  purchase-money. 

PROVINCIA.L  EXPENDITUKE  AND 

KECEIPTS. 
On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Colonel  WHIT- 
MOBE,  it  was  ordered,  That  there  be  laid  on  the 
table  a  return  showing  the  amount  of  expenditure 
bjthe  General  Government  from  revenue  or  loan 
upon  works,  roads,  railways,  in  aid  of  local  re- 
venue, or  for  anj  other  purpose  except  the  ordi- 
narv  departmental  expenditure  of  the  colony, 
within  each  provincial  district,  during  the  ten 
years  from  the  Ist  July,  1869,  to  30th  June, 
1879 ;  also  showing  the  amount  actually  paid 
into  the  Treasury  as  profit,  or  excess  of  receipts 
over  expenses  of  working  and  maintenance,  from 
any  public  works  constructed  at  the  expense  of 
the  colony  in  each  provincial  district;  together 
with  the  amount  of  provincial  debt  taken  over  by 
the  colony,  and  the  amount  of  the  annual  charge 
for  interest  on  the  same ;  and  the  total  amount 
received  by  the  General  Government  for  Customs, 
Land  Fund,  or  any  other  source  in  each  province ; 
and  the  amount  paid  by  subsidy  or  otherwise  to 
the  local  bodies  by  the  General  Government 
within  those  years :  the  above  return  to  include 
any  liability  for  deficit  of  Land  Fund  met  by 
Treasury  bills  under  "The  Financial  Arrange- 
mente  Act,  1876." 

OTAGO  WASTE  LANDS. 
On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON 
BELL,  it  was  ordered,  That  there  be  laid  upon 
the  table  a  return  showing  the  blocks  of  land 
opened  for  disposal  in  the  Provincial  District  of 
Otago  since  the  30th  November,  1877  ;  the  area 
of  each  block ;  the  area  in  each  block  set  apart 
for  sale,  deferred-payment,  and  agricultural  lease 
respectively  ;  the  amount  paid  to  any  pastoral 
tenant  as  compensation  for  grazing  rights  and 
improvements  respectively ;  the  cost  of  survey ; 
the  acreage  in  each  class  applied  for ;  the  amount 
of  purchase-monev  or  rent  received ;  the  amount 
paid  to  County  Councils  or  Road  Boards  under 
section  59  of  *'The  Land  Act,  1877;*'  and  the 
net  sum  available  as  land  revenue. 

LOCAL  BILLS. 

The  Council  went  into  Committee  to  consider 
the  following  resolution  relative  to  local  Bills : — 

"  Local  Bills  are  those  which,  not  being  private 
Bills,  aflect  particular  localities  only. 

"  No  local  Bill  shall  be  read  a  second  time  in 
the  Council  unless  notice  shall  have  been  given 
of  the  said  Bill  in  the  locality  to  which  the  Bill 
refers. 

"  Such  notice  shall  state  explicitly  the  object 
which  such  Bill  is  intended  to  eflect,  and  shall 
have  been  published  twice  at  least  in  two  suc- 
cessive weeks  before  the  second  reading  in  a  news- 
paper circulating  in  such  locality. 

"  Where  corporation  property,  or  property  held 
in  trust  for  public,  rekgious,  or  charitable  pur- 
Hon,  Colonel  WhUmof 


poses,  is  in  any  manner  affected,  a  copy  of  the 
notice  shall  be  served  upon  the  owners  or  tmat^es 
of  such  property  not  later  than  three  days  after 
its  first  publication. 

"  In  cases  of  Bills  affecting  property  vested  in 
the  Crown,  a  copy  of  such  notice  shall,  before  or 
immediately  after  the  first  publication  thereof,  be 
deposited  with  the  Secretary  for  Crown  Lands. 

"  On  the  first  convenient  day  after  the  meet- 
ing of  Parliament  the  Council  shall  nominate 
twenty-six  members  to  serve  on  Committoet  on 
local  BUls. 

"  The  twenty-six  members  so  nominated  shall 
be  divided  by  the  Speaker  into  four  Committees 
— viz.,  one  Standing  Orders  Committee  on  Loeal 
Bills,  to  consist  of  five  members;  and  three  oiher 
Committees  on  Local  Bills,  to  consist  each  of 
seven  members.  Each  of  the  said  Comnittees 
shall  elect  its  Chairman.  Three  memben  ihaU 
form  a  quorum. 

"  When  a  Bill  has  been  read  a  first  time  the 
Speaker  shall,  if  in  his  opinion  it  is  a  local  Bill, 
refer  the  same  to  the  Standing  Orders  Oommifctee 
on  Local  Bills. 

"  Such  Committee  shall  determine  whether  the 
Bill  comes  within  the  definition  of  a  local  Bill, 
and,  if  so,  whether  the  Standing  Orders  in  refer- 
ence to  local  Bills  have  been  complied  with. 

"  If  they  determine  that  a  BUI  is  not  a  local 
Bill,  they  shall  so  report  to  the  CoundL 

"  If  they  determine  that  a  Bill  is  a  local  BiB, 
and  that  such  Standing  Orders  hare  not  been 
complied  with,  they  shall  so  report  to  the  Coun- 
cil ;  or  they  may,  in  their  discretion,  defer  thnr 
report  until  a  sufficient  time  has  elapsed  to  enable 
the  Standing  Orders  to  be  complied  with,  and 
then  report  accordingly. 

"  When  the  Standing  Orders  hare  been  com- 
plied with,  the  Bill  shall  be  referred  to  one  of  the 
three  Local  Bill  Committees,  and  such  references 
shall  be  made  to  the  several  Committees  alter- 
nately. 

'*  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  several  Local  Bill 
Committees  to  examine,  consider,  and  report  <m 
the  Bills  so  respectively  referred  to  them. 

"  After  such  report  is  made  to  the  Council  the 
same  shall  be  read,  and,  if  the  Council  think  fit, 
ordered  to  be  printed ;  and  then,  or  at  any  tine 
thereafter,  on  motion  without  notice,  a  dmj  shall 
be  fixed  for  the  second  reading." 

nr  coiociTTBs. 

"  On  the  first  convenient  day,  to  be  fixed  by  the 
Speaker,  after  the  meeting  of  Parliament,  the 
Council  shall  nominate  by  ballot  twenty-six  mem- 
bers to  serve  on  Committees  on  local  Bills." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  G.  BUCKLEY  mored  the 
omission  of  the  word  "  twenty-six,"  with  a  yiew 
to  the  insertion  of  the  word  "twenty-one"  in 
its  place. 

Question  put,  **  That  the  word  proposed  to  be 
omitted  stand  part  of  the  question ;"  upon  which 
a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  following  re- 
sult :— 

Ayes         24 

Noes         4 


Majority  for 


SO 
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AtS8. 


Mr.  Acland, 
Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell, 
Colonel  Brett, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Sir  W.  Fitzberbert, 
Captain  Fraser, 
Mr.  Hart, 
Mr.  Henderson, 
Mr.  Or.  R.  Johnson, 
Mr.  J.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Lahmann, 
Mr.  Mantel], 


Mr.  Martin, 

Mr.  Nurse, 

Mr.  Faterton, 

Mr.  Peter, 

Major  Richmond,  O.B., 

Mr.  Scotland, 

Mr.  Waterhouse, 

Mr.  Whitaker, 

Colonel  Whitmore, 

Mr.  Wigley, 

Mr.  Wilson, 

Mr.  Wood. 


Noifi. 


Mr.  G.  Buckley, 
Mr.  P.  A.  Buckley, 


Mr.  Miller, 
Mr.  Reynolds. 


The  motion  was  consequently  negatiyed. 
Clause  pasted  as  printed. 
''When  the  Standing  Orders  hare  been  com- 
plied with,  the  Bill  sliall  be  referred  to  one  of 
the  three  Local  Bills  Committees,  and  such  refer- 
ences shall  be  made  to  the  several  Committees 
sltcmately." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  moved,  as  an 
amendment,  To  omit  all  the  words  after  **  with," 
in  line  2,  with  a  view  to  inserting  "  they  shall 
•o  report  to  the  Council,  and  thdn,  or  at  any  time 
thereafter,  on  motion  without  notice,  a  day  shall 
be  fixed  for  the  second  reading." 

Question  put,  *'  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
omitted  stand  part  of  the  question  ;"  upon  which 
a  diyision  waa  called  for,  with  the  following  re- 
tolt:— 

Ayes         ...         16 

Noes         6 


Majority  for 


10 


Atis. 


Mr.  MUler, 

Mr.  Nurse, 

Major  Richmond,  C.B., 

Mr.  Scotland, 

Mr.  Waterhouse, 

Colonel  Whitmore, 

Mr.  Whitaker, 

Mr.  Wood. 


Mr.  Adand, 

Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell, 

Colonel  Brett, 

Mr.  Dignan, 

Sir  W.  Fitrherbert, 

Mr.  Hart, 

Mr.  Or.  R.  Johnson, 

Mr.  Lahmann, 

Noes. 

Mr.  a.  Buckley,  !  Mr.  Mantell, 

Mr.  P.  A.  Buckley,        |  Mr.  Paterson, 

Captain  Fraser,  ,  Mr.  Wilson. 

The  amendment  was  therefore  negatived. 
Resolutions  reported  to  the  Council  with 
amendments,  and  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be 
referred  to  the  Standing  Orders  Committee,  with 
instructions  to  prepare  Standing  Orders  in  con- 
formity therewith. 

UNIVERSITY  OF  OTAOO  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS,  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  that,  under  the 
scheme  for  founding  the  settlement  of  Otago,  the 
Association  had  to  purchase  certain  lands  which 
were  set  a^ide  as  an  endowment  for  educational 
and  religious  purposes.     Up  to  the  time  the 
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Constitution  Act  came  into  force  in  that  province 
the  Church  Trustees,  as  far  as  means  would  allow 
them,  devoted  their  attention  to  the  question  of 
education  ;  but  the  Provincial  Government,  as 
soon  as  it  was  formed,  stepped  in  and  took  charge 
of  the  education  of  the  province.  Shortly  after- 
wards there  were  complaints  that  the  Church  was 
using  these  endowments  entirely  for  Church  pur- 
poses—  that  was  the  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Otago ;  and  an  arrangement  was  come  to  by 
means  of  which  an  Act  was  introduced  into  the 
Qeneral  Assembly,  providing  that  one-third  of 
the  proceeds  of  this  endowment  should  be  devoted 
to  educational  purposes  and  two- thirds  to  reli- 
gious purposes. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL— That  was 
a  private  Act. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  admitted  that ; 
but  it  had  since  been  amended  by  public  Bills 
applied  for  by  the  Presbyterian  Synod,  and  passed 
in  1874  and  1875.  By  the  Act  of  1866,  it  was  pro- 
vided that  one-third  of  the  net  funds  arising  from 
the  trust  should  be  called  the  Education  Fund,  and 
should  be  devoted  to  the  erection  or  endowment  of 
a  literary  chair  or  chairs  in  any  college  or  univer- 
sity which  might  be  erected  or  might  exist  in  the 
Province  of  Otago.  Section  XII.  of  the  Act  pro- 
vided that  all  professors  to  any  literary  chair  en- 
dowed in  the  whole  or  to  the  extent  of  two-thirds 
of  such  endowment  from  the  Education  Fund 
should  be  appointed  and  removable  by  the  said 
trustees  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Synod. 
In  1869  the  University  of  Otago  was  erected, 
and  some  time  afterwards  a  chair  was  endowed 
out  of  this  fund,  and  a  professor  of  mental  and 
moral  science  was  appointed  by  mutual  arrange- 
ment between  the  University  Council,  the  Synod, 
and  the  Church  trustees.  Some  three  years 
ago  there  was  a  proposal  to  appoint  a  professor 
of  natural  science.  The  Synod  disagreed  with 
this  altogether,  and  then  it  was  proposed  to  ap- 
point a  professor  of  English  literature,  English 
language,  and  history.  This,  again,  did  not  meet 
the  views  of  the  Synod  ;  and  the  result  was  that 
no  agreement  could  be  come  to.  In  consequence, 
there  had  been  a  large  accumulation  of  funda 
during  the  past  three  years,  until  there  was  now 
something  like  £6,000.  The  Synod  had  suggested 
a  chair  of  moral  philosophy  and  political  economy, 
the  professor  of  which  would  have  to  teach  prac- 
tically the  same  subjects  that  were  now  being 
taught  by  a  professor  appointed  under  the  trust, 
and  already  attached  to  the  University.  It 
was  in  consequence  of  this  disagreement  that 
this  Bill  had  been  introduced.  He  might  say 
that  in  the  Synod  the  proposal  adverse  to  the 
University  was  only  carried  by  a  majority  of  five, 
and  there  was  a  petition  against  the  passage  of 
any  such  Bill  as  this  sent  up  to  the  Council  this 
session. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WOOD.— How  many  signatures 
are  there  to  the  petition  P 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  replied  there  were 
eight  or  nine,  he  believed,  though  he  was  not  cer- 
tain on  the  point.  However,  the  petition  was  on 
the  table.  The  Royal  Commission  appointed  to 
investigate  into  the  question  of  university  and 
higher   education   went  very   largely  into    the 
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vhole  question,  and  reported  in  the  following 
terme : — 

"We  hare  it  in  evidenoe  that  the  Synod  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Otago  has  passed  an 
Interim  Act,  which  will  come  up  for  final  decision 
in  January  next,  the  object  of  which  is  to  apply 
to  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  a  chair 
in  a  Presbyterian  college  the  proceeds  of  certain 
educational  endowments  which  hare  hitherto 
been  deemed  applicable  to  the  establishment  and 
maintenance  of  chairs  in  the  University  of  Otago. 
This  Interim  Act  appears  to  have  arisen  out  of  a 
diflerence  of  opinion  between  the  Synod  and  the 
Otago  Unirersity  Council  as  to  the  particular 
chair  in  that  UniTersity  to  the  establishment  of 
which  the  funds  were  to  be  appropriated.  In 
consequence  of  this  difference  of  opinion,  these 
funds  have  been  for  some  time  lying  idle.  We 
are  of  opinion  that  the  purpose  contemplated  in 
the  Interim  Act  of  the  Synod  is  contrary  to  the 

Sirit  of  *The  Presbyterian  Church  of  Otago 
inds  Act,  1866;'  and  that  a  short  Act  should  be 
passed — first,  defining  what  college  or  university 
IS  entitled  to  receive  the  benefit  of  the  endow- 
ment ;  and,  secondly^  providing  means  for  settling 
any  difference  of  opinion  between  the  Synod  and 
the  governing  body  of  the  college  or  university 
io  defined." 

He  trusted  the  Council  would  agree  to  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill,  and,  if  it  was  desired 
to  refer  the  matter  to  a  Select  Committee,  he  had 
no  objection  to  that  course  being  adopted.  He 
had  no  desire  to  press  the  Bill  if  it  was  thought 
an  improper  Bill ;  but,  speaking  as  the  oldest 
member  of  the  Church  trustees,  he  might  say  that 
he  felt  convinced  that  that  body  would  be  only 
too  glad  to  get  out  of  the  present  difficulty  by  the 
passage  of  such  a  Bill  as  this. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  said  the(ex- 
planation  given  by  the  honorable  gentleman  of 
the  facts  of  the  case  was  correct,  from  his  own 
point  of  view;  but  there  was  one  matter  not 
touched  upon  by  the  honorable  gentleman,  and 
which  the  Council  should  have  its  attention 
directed  to  before  it  approved  the  principle  of  the 
Bill.  He  might  preface  what  he  had  to  say  by 
expressing  his  individual  concurrence  with  the 
object  of  the  measure,  which  he  took  to  be  that 
the  Council  of  the  Otago  University  should  hare 
the  sole  appointment  and  regulation  of  the  })ro- 
fesaorial  chairs  in  that  University.  The  point, 
however,  to  which  the  attentbn  of  the  Council 
ought  to  be  drawn  was  this :  A  question  of  pro- 
perty was  involved :  and  his  honorable  friend  nad 
not  informed  the  Council  whether  the  persons 
whose  property  was  concerned  were  assenting  to  or 
dissenting  from  the  measure.  A  Bill  in  the  same 
shape  as  that  now  under  consideration  was  intro- 
duml  in  the  other  House  last  year,  but  the  Presby- 
terian body  objected  to  its  being  passed  suddenly 
without  their  having  had  an  opportunity  of  ex- 
pressing their  views  upon  it ;  and  now,  this  ses- 
sion, as  had  been  pointed  out  by  the  mover,  there 
was  a  petition  by  the  Presbyterian  body  against 
the  introduction  of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— From  a  very 
small  portion  of  them. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL.— Of  course 
Eon.  Mr.  Eeynoldt 


every  one  residing  in  Otago  knew  that  there  was  a 
difference  of  opinion  upon  this  question.  There 
were  many  who,  like  his  nonorable  friend  and  him- 
self, thought  the  object  proposed  by  this  Bill  an 
excellent  one,  but  who  ^et  thought  the  Council 
ought  to  pause  before  it  interfered  with  the  funds 
of  a  religious  body  in  this  way,  except  by  the  con- 
sent of  those  interested.  The  funds  derivable 
from  the  property  were  divided  into  three  parts. 
Of  these,  two-thirds  were  to  be  devoted,  under  the 
Act  of  1866,  to  the  purposes  of  what  was  called 
the  "  Ecclesiastical  Fund ; "  the  remaining  third 
was  to  create  an  **  Education  Fund ; "  and  the 
application  of  the  Education  Fund  was  dealt  with 
by  clause  9,  which  said, — 

'*The  said  trustees  shall  from  time  to  time 
apply  the  said  '  Education  Fund '  (in  acoordaace 
with  regulations  to  be  made  by  the  said  Synod  in 
manner  hereinafler  mentioned)  in  the  erection  or 
endowment  of  a  literary  chair  or  chairs  in  any 
college  or  university  which  shall  be  erected,  or 
shall  exist,  in  the  Province  of  Otago,  or  for  either 
or  both  of  those  purposes." 

This  was  the  point  which  wss  involved.  It  was 
quite  right  that  the  University  of  Otago  should  - 
have  the  sole  appointment  of  its  professorial 
chairs ;  but  was  it  right  that  the  endowment  for 
these  chairs  should  be  forcibly  taken  out  of  this 
one-third,  set  aside  by  private  Act,  which  formed 
the  Education  Fund,  and  which  was  the  property 
of  the  Church?  That  was  the  point,  and  his 
honorable  friend  had  not  touched  it.  When 
the  matter  was  before  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives  last  year,  he  feared  that  the  interests  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  might  be  damaged  by 
hasty  legislation  without  their  knowledge,  and  he 
telegrapued  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Stuart,  who  had 
honored  him  with  his  friendship  for  many  years, 
asking  his  attention  to  the  matter,  and  requesting 
him  io  give  some  information  upon  it.  The 
answer  he  received  from  him  was,  that  the 
Presbyterian  Synod  were  not  prepared  to  agree 
to  the  dedication  of  their  funds  by  Act  of  Ike 
General  Assembly  without  their  consent,  or 
something  to  that  effect.  Whenever  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Reynolds  was  in  a  position  to  say  that  the 
Presbyterian  Synod  had  agreed  that  this  third 
should  bo  applied  to  the  endowment  of  a  pro- 
fessorial chair  to  be  appointed  by  the  University, 
with  the  nomination  of  which  the  Synod  would 
have  nothing  to  do,  there  would  be  no  reason  why 
this  Bill  should  not  be  passed;  but,  until  that 
was  done,  he  ventured  to  say  that  the  Council 
ought  to  give  the  matter  great  consideration 
before  setting  such  a  precedent.  He  objected 
altogether  to  such  a  course  being  adopted  vnthout 
due  notice  being  given,  and  without  the  parties 
whose  funds  were  to  be  dealt  with  being  beard  in 
respect  of  the  proposition  to  change  the  purposes 
of  their  trusts. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  said  it  struck 
him  that  this  was  a  private  BilL  He  was  induced 
to  arrive  at  that  conclusion  in  consequenoe  of  hav- 
ing glanced  over  the  proceedings  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  last  year  in  respect  of  this  BilL 
He  found  that  the  Bill  had  passed  through  oer* 
tain  stages  there,  when  its  course  was  arrested 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Joint  Cosimittee  on 
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PriTste  Bills,  who  reported  that  it  was  a  private 
Bill,  and  that  it  ought  not  to  have  been  brought 
in  until  after  the  proper  notices  had  been  given. 
From  what  he  heard,  it  appeared  to  him  that 
tbey  were  boand  to  regard  this  as  a  private  Bill. 
In  fact,  if  a  Bill  of  this  character,  one  by  which 
a  close  corporation— and  he  used  the  term  re- 
tpectfallj — was  to  be  affected  in  the  manage- 
ment of  its  property  and  the  carrying  out  of  its 
daties,  was  not  a  priyate  Bill,  he  did  not  know 
what  constituted  a  private  Bill.     It  seemed  to 
him  the  J  ought  not  to  proceed  with  this  mea- 
sare  until  they  were  satisfied  that  all  the  notices 
required  in  the  case  of  private  and  local  Bills 
had  been  giren ;  otherwise  a  serious  wrong  might 
be  done.      As  to  the  Bill  generally,  its  object 
seemed  to  be  a  desirable  one,  and,  so  far  as  he 
could  see,  he  would  support  it ;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  he  would  feel  it  his  duty,  even  if  it  were 
TX>t  a  private  Bill,  to  oppose  the  second  reading, 
unl^s  the  Hon.  Mr.  Reynolds  gave  a  distinct 
promise  that  the  matter  should  be  referred  to  a 
Select  Committee. 

The  Hon.  CapUin  FKASEB  said  it  was  well 
known  in  Otago  that  there  was  an  intention  to 
bring  in  this  Bill,  and  when  a  similar  Bill  was 
brought  in  last  session  many  members  of  the 
Synod  gave  in  their  adhesion  to  it,  but  afterwards 
changed  their  minds.  Indeed,  he  was  under  the 
impression  that  the  Rev.  Dr.  Stuart  was  in  favour 
of  the  Bill,  though  he  might  have  changed  his 
opinions  since.     A  petition  came  up  from  certain 

fentlemen  last  session,  and  was  considered  by  the 
^ublic  Petitions  Committee,  who  were  inclined  to 
bring  in  a  resolution  very  much  like  the  present 
Bill,  but  for  some  reason  or  another  ^hich  he 
forgot,  they  did  not  adopt  that  course.  The  Synod 
was  at  present  in  this  dilemma :  There  was  a  sum 
of  £6,CNX)  accumulated,  and  they  did  not  know 
what  to  do  with  it,  and  therefore  they  would  be 
obliged  to  the  University  if  it  found  them  a  way 
out  of  the  difficulty.  If  the  matter  were  referred 
to  a  Select  Committee  the  facts  would  at  once  be 
brought  out. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  inquired  if  this  Bill 
was  in  exactly  the  same  terms  as  that  introduced 
in  1878  into  the  House  of  Representati\'es. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  replied  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  he  recollected 
the  circumstance  of  the  case  in  regard  to  that 
Bill.  His  attention  was  drawn  to  it,  and  he  held 
it  was  a  private  Bill.  It  was  referred  to  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Private  Bills,  and,  in  a  report  dated 
the  14th  October,  the  Committee  reported  that 
this  was  A  private  BilL 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  might  be  allowed 
to  explain  that  the  reason  the  Committee  took 
that  action  was,  that  the  Bill  had  been  introduced 
without  any  one  in  the  Provincial  District  of 
Otago  knowing  anything  about  the  Bill.  The 
dedsion,  however,  was  called  in  question  by  the 
House,  and,  if  he  mistook  not,  a  resolution  was 
agreed  to  declaring  that  it  was  not  a  private  Bill. 
If  the  Bill  were  referred  to  a  Select  Committee 
the  wtiole  question  could  be  gone  into,  and  it 
might  be  better  to  take  that  course  rather  than 
Tffisr  it  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Bills.    If  no 


other  honorable  member  intended  to  address  the 
Council,  he  would  like  to  reply  to  a  few  of  the 
remarks  that  had  been  made. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  that,  on  refer- 
ring to  the  Journals  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, he  found  that,  upon  the  second  reading  of 
this  Bill,  it  was  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Private  Bills,  and  the  report  of  that  Commit- 
tee was  to  the  effect  that  it  was  a  private  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  said  the  Bill  was 
taken  up  after  that  in  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature,  and  it  was  resolved  upon  there  that 
it  was  not  a  private  Bill.  It  was  taken  up  by 
Mr.  Stout,  who  was  then  Attomey-Qeneral. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  said  the  Hon.  the 
Speaker  had  already  ruled  that  tliis  was  a  private 
Bill,  and  his  ruling  disposed  of  the  question  at 
once. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  he  had  so  ruled 
it,  but,  if  the  honorable  gentleman  wished  to  make 
any  explanation,  of  course  he  did  not  like  to  pre- 
vent him  from  doing  so. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  VATERSON  said  this  Otago 
Church  Act  was  passed  in  1866  as  a  private  Bui. 
Two  years  afterwards,  he  thought,  he  introduced 
"  in  the  Council  a  Bill  to  make  some  amendments 
in  that  Act,  and  that  Bill  was  disallowed  upon 
the  distinct  ground  that  it  was  a  private  BiU,  in- 
asmuch as  it  proposed  to  make  amendments  upon 
a  private  Act.  The  present  Bill  proposed  to 
make  amendments  upon  the  same  Act ;  and,  of 
course,  upon  the  same  grounds,  the  Council 
should  regard  it  as  being  a  private  Bill. 

The  Hon.  tlie  SPEAKER  said  he  perceived  no 
reference  in  the  Journals  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  the  effect  stated  by  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Reynolds — namely,  that  it  was  there  resolved  that 
this  was  not  a  private  Bill.  He  saw  no  other 
course  open  but  to  refer  this  Bill  to  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Private  Bills ;  and  the  Bill  stood  so 
referred. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  DILLON  BELL  wished  to  sub- 
mit a  point  to  the  Hon.  the  Speaker  which  he 
thought  was  worthy  of  consideration.  The  Hon. 
Mr.  Reynolds  referred  to  the  action  that  was  taken 
in  the  other  House  of  Parliament  on  the  subject 
of  the  Otago  University  Bill,  and  the  Speaker 
said  that  he  had  not  been  able  to  find  that  any 
later  proceeding  had  taken  place  than  the  one  to 
which  he  referred  —  namely,  the  bringing  up  of 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Private  Bills.  He 
wished,  however,  to  call  attention  to  a  debate 
which  took  place  in  the  other  House  on  the  16th 
October,  1878,  when  Mr.  Stout  moved  this  mo- 
tion :  "  That  the  report  of  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Private  Bills  on  the  Otago  University  Amend- 
ment Bill  be  disagreed  with."  After  consider- 
able debate,  that  motion  was  adjourned,  and  it 
was  only  taken  up  again  on  the  3l8t  October,  a 
day  or  two  before  the  prorogation.  On  that  occa- 
sion Mr.  Stout  made  a  further  statement,  and 
after  a  short  debate  the  House  divided,  there 
being  twenty  in  favour  of  Mr.  Stout's  resolution 
and  nine  against  it.  The  House,  therefore,  dis- 
agreed with  the  report  of  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Private  Bills.  This  raised  a  question  which 
was  worthy  of  the  Hon.  the  Speaker's  attention — 
namely,  what  was  the  effect  of  either  House  of 
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Parliament  coming  to  Bach  a  conclusion  ?  If  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Private  Bills  decided  that 
a  Bill  was  a  private  Bill,  and  one  of  the  Houses 
of  Parliament,  after  consideriog  the  report,  de- 
cided that  it  was  not,  and  proceeded  with  the 
Bill,  what  was  the  effect  of  such  a  proceeding  ? 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  he  was  evi- 
dentlj  in  error  in  stating  that  there  was  no 
effective  consideration  of  the  report.  Il  ap- 
peared to  have  been  quite  the  contrary.  There 
still  remained,  however,  the  fact  that  the  Speaker 
did  refer  the  question  to  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Private  Bills,  and  that  that  Committee  did  re- 
port that  the  Bill  was  a  private  Bill.  He  saw  no 
reason,  therefore,  substantially  to  alter  the  de- 
cision he  gave  ;  but,  incidentally,  it  was  a  point 
well  worthy  of  notice,  that  it  was  an  anomalous 
position  that  a  Committee  appointed  by  both 
Houses  should  come  to  a  conclusion,  and  that 
one  branch  of  the  Legislature  should  repudiate 
its  decision.  So  far  as  this  Bill  was  concerned, 
it  stood  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee. 

Bill  referred  to  Joint  Committee. 

OAMARU  WATERWORKS  BILL. 

On  the  Order  of  the  day  being  called  for  the 
committal  of  this  Bill, 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON  moved,  on  behalf  of 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Mantell,  Tliat  the  Order  of  the 
day  be  discharged  ;  and  that  the  Bill  be  referreii 
to  a  Select  Committee,  to  consist  of  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Waterhouse,  the  Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell,  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Ot.  Buckley,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Wilson,  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Miller,  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Mantell. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  requested  to 
have  his  name  withdrawn. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  begged  to 
make  a  similar  request.  He  very  much  regretted 
that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Mantell  was  not  in  his  place 
that  evening.  When  an  honorable  member  took 
the  course  which  the  Hon.  Mr.  Mantell  had  taken 
in  this  particular  matter,  he  did  not  think  the 
honorable  member  liad  a  right  to  absent  himself 
on  the  very  occasion  when  tiie  question  was  raised. 
Although  he  regretted  the  honorable  gentleman's 
absence,  that,  however,  would  not  prevent  him 
saying  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Wilson  that  he  lield  it  to 
be  a  very  gross  discourtesy  to  honorable  members, 
whose  work  had  been  found  fault  with  in  the 
first  place,  to  ask  them  to  do  that  very  work  in 
another  way.  He  confessed  he  felt  very  much 
affronted  at  the  course  which  the  Hon.  Mr.  Man- 
tell had  taken  upon  this  occasion.  It  was  an 
ordinary  rule  of  courtesy  that,  if  an  honorable 
member  wished  to  get  members  to  serve  on  a  par- 
ticular Committee,  he  should  at  least  do  them  the 
courtesy  to  ask  them  ;  but  the  honorable  gentle- 
man wished  now  to  make  them  do,  in  another 
shape,  the  very  work  which  he  had  found  fault 
with  them  for  doing.  He  considered  this  to  be 
a  proceeding  which  ought  to  be  very  strongly  dis- 
couraged. He  begged  to  move  that  his  name  be 
struck  out  of  the  list.  He  certainly  would  not 
take  any  part  in  the  work  which  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Mantell  thought  it  right  to  ask  him  to  do  after 
finding  fault  with  it  as  he  had  done. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  tuggebted  that 
the  Committee  should  be  elected  by  ballot. 
Eon.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Sell 


The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON  had  no  objection  to 
that  at  all. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  a.  BUCKLEY  inquired  if  it 
was  competent  for  a  member  to  move  that  the 
Bill  be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  affiim- 
atire. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  G.  BUCKLEY  begged  to  more, 
as  an  amendment,  That  the  Bill  be  referred  to  a 
Select  Committee  of  seven,  to  be  elected  by  ballot. 
There  were  very  important  questions  involved  in 
this  Bill,  and  he  did  not  think  it  would  be  satis- 
factorily dealt  with  unless  it  was  referred  to  s 
Select  Committee. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
omitted  stand  part  of  the  question,"  and  nep- 
tived  ;  and  the  amendment  agreed  to. 

A  ballot  was  then  taken,  and  resulted  in  the 
appointment  of  the  following  Committee :  The 
Hon.  Mr.  Acland,  the  Hon.  Mr.  0.  R.  Johnson, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Miller,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Wilson,  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Mantell,  the  Hon.  Dr.  PoUeo,  the  H«i. 
Mr.  Waterhouse,  and  the  mover. 

DISTRICT  COURTS  PROCEEDINGS 
VALIDATION  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER,  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  the  necessity  for  it 
arose  through  a  mistake  which  was  made  in  pro- 
claiming districts  under  the  District  Courts  Act, 
Honorable  gentlemen  would  probably  remember 
that  in  the  Counties  Act  there  was  an  express 
exception  of  all  boroughs — no  borough  was  to 
be  included  in  a  county.  No  doubt  territorially 
boroughs  were  surrounded  by  counties,  but  they 
were,  in  all  cases,  eliminated  from  the  county  and 
excepted  from  its  limits.  In  making  District 
Court  districts  the  boundaries  of  counties  had 
been  taken,  and  the  consequence  was  that  in  some 
districts  the  Courts  had  been  held  in  bomnghs 
which  were  included  in  the  territorial  divisions 
of  counties,  but  without  any  lawful  authority. 
Doubts,  therefore,  had  arisen  as  to  whetlier  the 
proceedings  of  those  Courts  were  valid  or  not, 
and  the  object  of  this  Bill  was  simply  to  declare 
that  in  the  particular  districts  mentioned — Tara- 
naki,  Wanganui,  Nelson,  and  Westland  —  the 
several  towns  that  were  situated  in  the  middle  of 
counties,  but  which  were,  at  the  same  time,  ex- 
cepted from  being  part  of  the  counties,  should 
be  deemed,  by  the  District  Courts  Act,  to  be 
within  the  districts  which  had  been  constituted. 
It  was  what  might  be  considered  a  very  obvious 
mistake — taking  the  boundaries  of  the  counties 
and  treating  them  as  the  l>oundaries  of  the  dis- 
tricts for  the  District  Courts,  forgetting  that  the 
boroughs  in  the  middle  of  those  counties  were 
excepted  from  the  counties.  This  Bill  was  neces- 
sary in  order  to  validate  proceedings  that  had 
taken  place,  end  he  hoped  the  Council  would  pass 
it  without  delay,  in  order  that  it  might  be  sent  to 
the  other  House. 

The  ^on.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  did  not  rise 
for  one  moment  to  oppose  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill,  which  he  had  no  doubt  it  was  desirable 
should  be  passed  as  soon  as  possible.  He  noticed 
that  on  the  Order  Paper  ot  the  other  brauch  of 
the  Legislature  there  were  one  or  two  further 
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amendments  of  UiIb  same  Act,  and  his  object  in 
rising  was  simply  to  suggest  to  the  Attorney - 
Ghenei-al  that,  where  there  were  various  amend- 
ments of  the  same  Act  to  be  pas»ed  during  the 
session,  it  would  be  very  desirable,  if  practicable, 
that  they  should  all  be  incorporated  in  the  same 
measure,  so  as  to  prevent  confusion. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

ELECTIONS  VALIDATION  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER,  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  he  was  afraid 
they  were  getting  a  great  number  of  Validation 
Bills  of  one  kind  and  another.  This  was  the 
third  he  had  had  the  lionor  of  proposing  to  the 
Council.  The  object  of  this  Bill  was  to  validate 
the  elections  of  three  members  of  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives,  who  were  mentioned  in  the  Sche- 
dule, and  to  relieve  them  from  penalties.  With 
regard  to  the  first,  William  Henry  Colbeck,  it 
seemed  that  ten  months  ago  he  entered  into  a 
contract  with  the  Post  Office  for  the  carriage  of 
mails  by  steamers.  He  was  not  interested  in  the 
contract  himself,  but,  being  chairman  of  a  com- 
pany, he  entered  into  the  contract  on  behalf  of 
the  company.  It  was  an  incorporated  company, 
with  a  large  number  of  members,  and  the  bond 
to  the  Post  Office  and  the  contract  should  have 
been  taken  in  the  name  of  the  company ;  but, 
through  some  misunderstanding  as  to  what  was 
the  proper  way  of  doing  it,  and  through  filling  up 
the  bond  amongst  themselves,  instead  of  employ- 
ing some  lawyer,  as  he  presumed  they  should 
have  done,  they  got  themselves  into  this  difficulty. 
And  the  peculiar  part  of  it  was  this:  When  it 
turned  out  that  William  Henry  Colbeck  was  sup- 
posed to  be  disquaUfied,  the  gentleman  who  was 
next  to  him  on  the  poll  for  Marsden  telegraphed 
to  him  (Mr.  Whitaker)  to  know  whether  or  not  he 
would  be  seated  in  his  place,  and  he  returned 
answer  that  Mr.  Dargaville  himself  was  also  a 
party  to  the  bond,  so  that  they  would  both  be 
disqualified.  This  was  not  a  case  in  which  a  man 
had  wilfully  entered  into  a  contract  for  his  own 
benefit.  It  was  inadvertently  done.  Captain  Col- 
bert never  had  any  interest  in  the  contract  at  all, 
farther  than  as  the  holder  of  shares  in  a  large  com- 
pany. As  soon  as  it  was  found  that  he  was  placed 
in  this  position  he  was  relieved  from  the  contract, 
and  other  persons  were  appointed  as  security  for 
its  fulfilment,  and  at  the  present  time  Captain 
Colbeck  was  not  a  contractor.  He  never  had  any 
substantial  interest  in  the  contract,  and  now  he 
had  neither  nominally  nor  substantially  any  inter- 
est further  than  as  a  member  of  an  incorporated 
company.  Hone  Mohi  Tawhai  was  a  Native,  and 
nobody  thought  that  his  being  an  Assessor  would 
disquaUfy  him.  He  had  since  got  rid  of  that  asses- 
Borship.  It  was  not  done  wilfully,  he  believed,  any 
more  than  in  the  case  of  William  Henry  Colbeck. 
The  same  applied,  also  to  Wiremu  te  Wheoro,  who 
was  agent  for  the  Government.  William  Henry 
Colbeck  having  cleared  himself  from  the  contract, 
and  the  two  Native  members  no  longer  holding 
the  offices  which  they  held,  it  was  thought  de- 
sirable that  they  should  all  be  reUeved  from 
the  disqualification.  When  the  Disqualification 
Bill  was  before  the  House  of  Bepresentatives 


he  had  the  honor  of  being  a  member  of  that 
branch  of  the  Legislature,  and  he  over  and  over 
again  pointed  out  to  the  House  that  they  were 
setting  a  trap,  and  that  every  session  they  would 
catch  somebody.  Tlie  first  session  they  caught  all 
the  Government ;  in  another  session  they  caught 
nearly  all  the  6k)vemment ;  again  and  now  they 
had  caught  three  members,  and  he  was  not  sure 
that  there  were  not  other  members  also  who  might 
very  properly  be  put  into  the  BilL  However,  no- 
body had  desired  to  be  put  in  except  these  three. 
This  Disqualification  Act  would  no  doubt  be  a 
very  great  trap.  That  there  should  be  a  Dis- 
quaUfication  Bill  to  keep  men  from  entering  into 
contracts  with  the  Government  for  their  own 
benefit,  and  with  a  view  to  the  purity  of  Parlia- 
ment, as  it  was  called,  there  was  no  doubt ;  and 
the  House  had  frequently  attempted  to  pass  a 
short  Bill  that  would  make  it  very  clear.  The 
short  Bills  that  had  been  made  were  intended  t<) 
be  very  clear,  but  had  turned  out  nothing  of  the 
kind,  and  had  generally  been  a  trap  for  somebody 
or  other.  He  trusted  the  House  would  allow  this 
Bill  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON  said  the  honorable 
gentleman  did  not  say  what  the  name  of  the 
company  was. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER.— The  Kaipara 
Steam  Shipping  Company,  I  believe. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON.— Does  the  honorable 
gentleman  know  the  number  of  shareholders  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER.— About  forty  or 
fifty. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  asked 
the  Hon.  the  Attorney- General  what  course  it 
was  proposed  to  take  with  respect  to  the  costs 
wliich  had  been  incurred  in  the  proceedings 
which  had  been  raised  against  either  one  or 
more  of  the  gentlemen  whose  elections  it  was  now 
proposed  to  validate.  He  understood  that  pro- 
ceedings had  been  taken,  and  costs  incurred  ;  and 
it  appeared  to  liim  that  the  Bill  proposed  to  do 
something  very  different  from  what  was  done  in 
the  case  of  a  similar  Bill  which  was  introduced 
before.  In  the  previous  case  he  understood  that 
the  person  whose  election  was  to  be  validated  was 
not  allowed  to  take  advantage  of  the  Act  until  he 
had  paid  the  costs. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.— The  honor- 
able gentleman  is  wrong. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL.— Was  any 
provision  then  made  for  the  payment  of  costs 
which  had  been  incurred  ;  and  was  it  proposed 
that  any  provision  should  be  made  now  ?  It  did 
not  seem  to  be  right  that  they  should  pass  a 
Disqualification  Act,  encourage  proceedings  to  be 
taken  under  that  Act,  and  then  remove  the  dis- 
qualification, and  leave  the  persons  who  had  taken 
those  proceedings  under  the  law  to  pay  their  own 
costs.  It  was  true  that  in  some  cases  proceedings 
might  be  taken  in  a  vindictive  spirit ;  but,  so  long 
as  the  law  was  as  it  stood  at  present,  it  was  not 
right  to  validate  an  election  without  making  some 
provision  for  the  payment  of  costs  which  had 
been  legally  incurred. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  agreed  with 
the  remarks  of  the  Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell. 
When  the  last  Disqualification  Bill  was  before 
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the  Council  he  felt  very  strongly  the  objection  to 
which  it  was  open  in  consequence  of  its  not  pro- 
riding  for  the  repayment  of  expenses  incurred  by 
persons  who  had  acted  in  accordance  not  only 
with  the  letter,  but  with  the  spirit  of  the  law,  and 
he  thought  this  Bill  was  open  to  the  same  objec- 
tion. The  result  of  passing  these  Validation  Acts 
without  any  reservation  as  regarded  those  who  had 
taken  action  under  the  Disqualification  Act,  was 
to  make  innocent  persons  suffer  pecuniary  penal- 
ties. He  would  not  oppose  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill,  but  he  thongiit  it  just  as  well  again  to 
state  his  views  on  the  subject.  Should  another 
Validation  Bill  come  before  them,  and  should  he 
still  hold  a  seat  in  the  Council,  he  would  endea- 
vour to  give  effect  to  his  views  by  expressly  pro- 
tecting the  rights  of  persons  who  had  taken  steps 
to  vindicate  the  law  in  accordance  with  the  spirit 
of  their  legislation. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WOOD  would  like  to  hear  from 
the  honorable  gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill  if 
ho  would  be  prepared  in  Committee  to  make 
some  proposal  to  provide  for  what  had  been 
referred  to  by  the  last  two  speakers.  He  did 
not  know  whether  the  costs  incurred  came  to  a 
serious  amount 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON.— Very  small. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WOOD  said,  however  small  the 
amount  might  be,  as  an  act  of  justice  he  thought 
the  person  who  had  taken  the  proceedings  should 
not,  through  any  action  of  the  Council,  find  that 
he  had  lost  the  money,  and  that  the  Council  had 
stepped  in  to  interfere  with  a  matter  that  ought 
to  have  been  left  to  another  tribunal.  He  was 
not  anxious  that  the  gentleman  against  whom 
these  proceedings  had  been  taken  should  be  made 
to  pay  the  amount,  whether  small  or  large ;  but 
he  thought  the  person  who  had  instituted  the 
action  should  be  free  of  any  charge  for  costs,  if 
his  interests  and  his  action  were  interfered  with 
by  the  Council. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASER  was  not  aware 
until  the  present  moment  that  any  action  had 
been  taken  against  one  of  these  gentlemen.  He 
would  like  to  know  from  the  Attorney-General 
whether  the  matter  was  tubjudice.  If  it  was,  the 
Council  had  no  right  to  proceed  with  this  Bill. 
How  could  they  do  a  wrong  to  a  person  who 
wished  to  uphold  the  law  ?  Because  some  person 
wished  to  uphold  the  law  and  do  \that  was  right, 
it  was  proposed  to  throw  him  out  of  Court  by 
passing  such  a  Bill  as  that  now  before  them.  He 
would  test  the  honor  of  the  Council  by  moving, 
That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  that  day 
six  month*. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  (>.  BUCKLEY  thought  it  would 
be  better  to  repeal  the  Disqualification  Act  alto- 
gether, because  it  was  only  treating  it  as  a  farce 
to  be  continually  bringing  in  these  Validation 
Bills.  The  Attorney- General  said  that  the  Dis- 
qualification Act  was  a  trap  to  candidates.  He 
(Mr.  Buckley)  thought  it  was  quite  the  opposite, 
because  the  candidates  were  always  whitewashed. 
It  was  a  trap  for  the  public  outside  who  took 
action  on  it. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  would  say,  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  honorable  gentleman  who  moved 
the  amendment,  that  in  both  cases  in  which  legal  I 
M<m.  Mr.  IVaterhoute 


proceedings  had  been  taken  they  had  appArentlj 
been  instituted  in  a  friendly  way.  On  the  one 
side  some  friends  of  an  honorable  gentleman 
thought  he  was  voting,  or  was  disposed  to  vote, 
on  the  side  which  they  were  inclined  to  consider 
the  wrong  side,  and  by  way  of  giving  him  a  little 
instruction  legal  proceedings  were  taken  against 
him.  And  on  the  other  side  also  an  honorable 
gentlemen  changed  his  opinions  upon  certain  ques- 
tions, and  as  soon  as  that  was  known  he  also  was 
instructed  that  he  was  following  a  devious  path. 
So  that  the  instruction  was  equalized  on  both  sides. 
Both  the  honorable  gentlemen  had  in  a  friendly 
way  received  an  intimation  that  they  were  going 
wrong  altogether,  and  that  they  had  better  see  to 
it.  Under  these  circumstances  his  honorable  and 
gallant  friend  would  probably  not  be  disposed  to 
press  his  amendment. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON  had  a  strong  feeling 
in  favour  of  the  amendment  of  the  Hon.  Captain 
Eraser.  It  would  be  better  to  repeal  the  Dis- 
qualification Act  at  once  than  to  let  it  be  known 
that  it  only  had  to  bo  broken,  when  an  Indemnity 
Act  was  bound  to  be  passed.  What  had  fallen 
from  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen  struck  him  as  l>eing  not 
at  all  what  ought  to  exist.  They  were  told  these 
were  friendly  actions  that  were  brought.  These 
friendly  actions  shoidd  not  be  encouraged  at  alL 
With  regard  to  the  remarks  of  other  honorable 
members  as  to  the  costs,  he  hoped  they  would  not 
be  listened  to  for  one  moment.  He  was  aware 
that  actions  had  been  brought  against  two  of 
these  honorable  members,  but  it  was  certainly  the 
first  time  he  had  heard  they  were  what  were 
called  friendly  actions.  It  had  been  decided  at 
Home  by  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  that  no 
recovery  in  a  friendly  action  was  of  any  avail  at 
all  if  it  turned  out  that  the  action  was  merely 
simulated  to  save  penalties — that  that  was  not 
a  com  I  ll'.nce  with  the  Act,  and  was  no  answer 
whatever.  There  was  a  great  deal  more  to  be 
said  for  the  two  Native  members,  and  had  the 
Bill  been  confined  to  their  cases  he  would  have 
supported  it  at  once.  Those  honorable  members 
held  offices  to  which  very  small  salaries  were 
attached ;  and,  beyond  any  doubt^  they  were 
unaware  that  the  Disqualification  Act  existed. 
Therefore  there  was  a  great  deal  to  be  said  for 
them.  As  for  the  honorable  member  who  was 
named  first  in  the  schedule,  he  was  disposed  to 
think  there  was  not  a  great  deal  of  merit  in 
his  case.  He  (Mr.  Wilson)  was  bound  to  accept 
what  fell  from  the  Attorney-General  j  but  he  had 
a  different  version.  However,  he  would  say  no 
more  about  that.  The  Attorney-General  had 
answered  the  questions  he  had  a^ked  him  in  a 
frank  manner,  and  he  would  assume  that  the  facts 
were  such  as  the  honorable  gentleman  stated. 
But,  on  the  other  hand,  he  asked  the  Council  to 
pause  before  they  allowed  it  to  be  assumed  tliat 
the  Legislature  had  passed  a  Disqualification  Act 
which  it  was  content  should  be  regarded  as  a 
mere  farce.  The  Attorney-General  seemed  to 
indicate  that  it  was  to  be  a  frequent  practice  to 
bring  in  these  Validation  Bills,  and  he  would 
therefore  ask  the  honorable  gentleman  to  take 
the  initiative,  and  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  repeal  the 
Disqualification  Act  altogether.    He  bad  always 
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considered  that  the  Duqualifioation  Act  was  not 
a  genuine  thing  at  all.  He  did  not  think  it  ex- 
pressed the  feelings  of  either  the  memhers  of  the 
Counoil  or  the  members  of  the  other  House.  It 
was  a  sort  of  assumption  of  a  virtue  that  he  did 
not  believe  the  Assemblj  possessed.  It  was  true 
that  the  Act  had  prerented  some  undesirable 
appointments  being  made,  but  he  was  afraid  that 
would  not  last  long,  as  the  twel?e  months  soon 
expired.  But  the  principle  was  important.  They 
passed  an  Act  which  professed  to  be  one  of  great 
importance,  affecting  their  political  purity  and  a 
great  deal  else,  and  it  was  very  inconsistent  that 
the  moment  it  turned  out  that  the  Act  had  been 
flagrantly  infringed  they  should  bring  in  a  Bill 
vacating  a  proceeding  which  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  a  former  Act  to  preyent. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  explained  that  he  did 
not  use  the  word  "  friendly  "  in  the  usual  profes- 
sional sense.  It  was  in  another  sense  altogether 
that  he  used  the  word. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TAIAROA  rose  to  speak  on  this 
Bill  l>ecause  he  noticed  the  names  of  Hone  Mohi 
Tawbai  and  Wiremu  te  Wheoro  in  the  Schedule. 
He  thought  it  was  perfectly  right  to  include 
them  in  this  Bill,  because  they  evidently  acted  in 
ignorance.  They  were  not  aware  of  the  provisions 
of  "The  Disqualification  Act,  1878,"  because  it 
had  not  been  translated  to  them,  nor  had  any 
notification  been  given  of  it  in  the  Gazettes,  so 
that  the  Natires  might  have  a  reasonable  chance 
of  making  themselves  acauainted  with  it.  When 
he  (Mr.  Taiaroa)  was  called  to  the  Upper  House, 
Mr.  Tainui  came  forward  to  represent  the  Middle 
Island.  He  (Mr.  Taiaroa)  then  knew  that  there 
was  something  in  existence  with  regard  to  dis- 
qualification, but  he  did  not  know  exactly  what 
it  was,  and,  although  he  looked  through  the 
OazetUs  and  other  papers,  he  could  not  ascertain 
anything  about  it.  But  he  told  Mr.  Tainui  that 
he  would  have  to  resign  his  asse^sorship  before 
he  could  come  forward.  Mr.  Tainui  telegraphed  to 
Mr.  Alexander  Mackay  asking  if  this  was  the  case, 
and  Mr.  Mackay  replied  that  some  members  still 
sitting  in  the  House  received  salaries  from  the 
Government ;  so  that  it  was  not  until  Mr.  Tainui 
received  notice  from  the  GoTemment  that  he 
must  resign,  through  Mr.  Mackay,  that  he  did 
qualify  himself  to  become  a  member  of  the  House. 
The  same  thing  applied,  no  doubt,  to  Mr.  Tawhai. 
He  would  not  say  that  Mr.  Tawhai  was  to  blame, 
because  he  thought  that  Mr.  Commissioner  Kemp 
should  have  known,  and  should  have  informed  him 
of  his  error.  Mr.  Kemp  was  the  paymaster  who 
paid  the  Natives  in  the  Auckland  District,  and  it 
was  from  him  that  the  proper  information  should 
have  come.  Therefore  he  did  not  agree  with  the 
Hon.  Captain  Fraser,  who  wanted  this  Bill  to  be 
read  a  second  time  that  day  six  months — that  was, 
80  far  as  regarded  the  Native  members.  With 
regard  to  the  European  member,  Mr.  Colbeck, 
the  case  was  altogether  different.  He  should 
have  kno^n  about  the  Disqualification  Act,  or 
he  should  hare  made  some  inquiries  before  he 
sought  for  election.  There  was  another  point 
to  which  he  wished  to  allude.  Proceedings  had 
been  taken  against  two  members  named  in  the 
Bill,  and,  if  the  Bill  were  passed)  something  ought 


to  be  done  in  regard  to  the  actions  that  had  been 
taken.  Persons  who  had  commenced  those  ac- 
tions had  every  claim  to  consideration,  because 
they  might  very  well  say,  "  After  we  commenced 
actions  against  those  persons,  you  came  in  and 
put  a  stop  to  them,  to  our  injury."  The  Attor- 
ney-General should  tell  them  what  the  Govern- 
ment would  do  with  regard  to  those  actions. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  said  that  in  the 
first  place  it  seemed  to  him  there  was  a  great 
difference  between  a  case  in  which  the  law  had 
been  wilfully  broken,  and  one  where  it  had  been 
inadvertently  broken.  In  a  case  where  the  law 
of  disqualification  had  been  wilfully  broken  he 
did  not  know  that  he  would  endeavour  to  pass 
such  an  Act  as  this ;  but  where,  by  a  mere  mis- 
understanding, a  man  got  himself  into  a  false  posi- 
tion, the  case  was  very  different.  The  Act  never 
contemplated  dealing  with  cases  of  that  kind. 
The  Hon.  Captain  Fraser,  in  a  fit  of  virtuous 
indignation,  proposed  that  the  Bill  should  be 
read  a  second  time  that  day  six  months,  because 
he  thought  some  actions  had  been  brought,  and 
there  was  no  provision  for  paying  the  costs 
of  these  persons  whose  actions  would  be  stopped 
if  this  measure  were  passed.  That  was  no 
reason  why  the  Bill  shoidd  not  now  be  read 
a  second  time.  If  the  Bill  was  deficient  in  any 
respect,  surely  that  could  be  remedied  in  Com- 
mittee. But  so  far  as  he  (Mr.  Whitaker) 
could  learn,  the  action  that  had  been  brought 
against  Captain  Colbeck  had  fallen  through, 
having  been  improperly  brought.  At  any  rate 
no  action  was  pending  yesterday,  and  none  had 
been  commenced  in  the  interval  so  far  as  he  was 
aware.  "VV^itih  regard  to  the  Native  cases,  the 
action  against  Mohi  Tawhai  had  also  fallen 
thrdugh,  because  of  some  mistake  in  the  form  in 
which  the  action  was  brought.  Thus  that  was 
got  rid  of.  Whether  there  was  a  second  action 
or  not  he  did  not  know. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON.— Yes,  there  is. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  said  that  against 
Major  Te  Wheoro  no  action  had  been  brought. 
So  far  as  costs  were  concerned  he  should  have  no 
objection  to  a  clause  being  inserted  providing 
that,  if  any  actions  were  pending,  the  parties  who 
were  stopped  from  proceeding  should  be  paid 
their  costs.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Wilson  had  also  ex- 
hibited a  great  deal  of  virtuous  indignation ;  but 
he  might  inform  the  honorable  gentleman  that  a 
great  many  lawyers  gave  the  opinion  that  Captain 
Colbeck  had  not  rendered  himself  liable  to  any 
penalties  at  all.  He  would  remind  the  honorable 
gentleman  that  there  were  five  or  six  lawyers  in 
the  other  House  who  were  on  the  same  side  of 
politics  as  Captain  Colbeck,  and  they  all,  at 
one  time,  came  to  the  conclusion  that  he  was 
not  subject  to  any  penalty ;  but  no  sooner  had 
Captain  Colbeck  gone  over  to  the  other  side  of 
the  House  than  it  was  discovered  that  he  was 
subject  to  penalties.  He  did  not  think  his 
honorable  friend  was  one  of  those  lawyers,  but 
they  were  gentlemen  on  the  Opposition  side  in 
the  other  House.  They  even  telegraphed  to  the 
late  Attorney-General  in  Dunedin  (Mr.  Stout), 
and  got  his  opinion  that  Captain  Colbeck  was  not 
subject  to  any  penalty.     The  peculiar  circnm* 
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stance  was,  that  a  person  named  Brown,  wLo,  he 
believed,  was  whip  on  the  Opposition  side  in 
another  place,  issued  a  writ  against  Capt-ain  Col- 
beck  immediatelj  upon  his  changing  sides.  But, 
unfortunately,  this  gentleman  iu  bringing  his 
action  made  a  blunder,  and  the  proceedings  had 
to  fall  through,  notwithstanding  all  the  legal 
talent  brought  to  bear.  Then  Mr.  Sydney  Tai- 
whanga  brought  an  action,  but  that  also  fell 
through  ;  while  Major  Te  Whcoro,  who  really  was 
the  worst  offender  of  all,  had  no  action  brought 
against  him.  That  honorable  gentleman  was  in- 
formed that  he  ought  to  resign,  and  did  not  do 
so.  He  had  recently  sent  a  message  to  the  honor- 
able  gentleman,  telling  him  he  must  resign  his 
QoTemment  appointment  at  once.  Before  the 
Bill  went  into  Committee  he  would  make  in- 
quiries as  to  whether  there  were  any  actions  now 
in  existence,  and,  if  so,  he  would  introduce  a 
clause  to  meet  the  point  which  had  been  raised 
as  to  costs. 

The  Hon.  Captoin  FRASEB  asked  leave  to 
withdraw  his  amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn,  and  Bill  read 
a  second  time. 

On  the  motion,  That  the  Bill  be  committed 
next  day, 

The  Hon.  Captain  FEASEB  said  his  only 
reason  for  proposing  the  amendment  was,  that 
it  had  not  been  the  practice  of  the  Council  to 
pass  Bills  relating  to  matters  subjndice. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  eighteen  minutes 
post  nine  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE  OF  EEPEESENTATIVES. 

Wednesday,  12th  November^  1879. 

First  Beading  —  Second  Reading— Third  Beadinga  — 
Hat«ara  Birer  Bridge — GoTemment  Advertising  and 
Printing — Prorinciw  Expenditure  and  Beceipts — 
Anderson's  Bmr  Road — Wellington  Beclaimed  Land- 
Indecent  Performances  —  Hokitika-^ackson's  Bay- 
Otago  Bailiraj  Line  —  Akaroa  Post  and  Telegraph 
Office  —  Honorarium  —  Emigration  Land  Orders  — 
Otago  Central  Bailway— Timam  County— Walpahi- 
Pomahaka  Railway— W.  te  Keha— W.  Wilkinson— 
Questions- Bating  Bill— Native  Reserres  Testing  Bill 
—Land  Transfer  Bill— District  Courts  Bill— Miners' 
Rights  Fee  Redaction  Bill  — Gold  Duties  Abolition 
Bifl.  

Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

Fbaybbs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Hokitika  Harhour    Board    Endowment    Bill, 
Alexandra  Corporation  Reserve  Boundaries  Bill. 

SECOND  READING. 
Queenstown  Racecourse  Reserre  Bill. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Auckland  Loans  Consolidation  Bill,  Dramatic 
Works  Copyright    Bill,  Wairarapa    Racecourse 
Bill. 

Eon.  Mr,  Whitaker 


MATAURA  RIVER  BRIDGE. 

Mr.  IRELAND  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  If  the  Goremment  will  cause  a  sufficient 
sum  of  money  to  be  placed  upon  the  estimates 
for  the  construction  of  a  bridge  for  traffic  across 
the  Mataura  River,  at  some  point  between  Wai- 
kaia  and  GoreP  There  had  hardly  been  any 
public  money  whatever  expended  in  this  district, 
which  had  been  left  nearly  altogether  to  its  own 
resources.  The  Waimea  Plains  Railway  would 
necessarily  have  to  cross  the  Mataura  River  in 
order  to  communicate  with  Waikaia;  and  he 
trusted  the  Government  would  accede  to  his  re- 
quest, and  take  into  consideration  the  necessity 
for  this  bridee.  In  1878,  when  the  last  great 
flood  occurred,  the  people  suffered  much  inoon- 
venience  through  not  being  able  to  cross  the  river 
to  obtain  supplies,  and  had  to  borrow  tea,  sugar, 
and  other  necessaries  of  life  from  their  neigh- 
bours. He  trusted  the  GK>vemment  would  see 
their  way  to  carry  out  this  small  work. 

Mr.  OLIVER  said  this  bridge  was  a  local 
work,  and  the  cost  would  probably  be  £10,000. 
If  the  railway  to  Waikaia  was  constructed  there 
would  be  very  little  need  for  erecting  this  bridge, 
as  possibly  a  traffic  bridge  would  be  united  with 
the  railway  bridge. 

GOVERNMENT  ADVERTISING  AND 
PRINTING. 

Mr.  MoLEAN  asked  the  Government,  If  they 
will  lay  before  this  House  a  return  showing  the 
amount  paid  to  each  newspaper  in  the  colony  for 
advertising  and  printing  (separately)  for  the  two 
years  previous  to  30th  September  last  ? 

Mr.  HALL  replied  that  a  return  had  been  pre- 
pared, not  for  the  period  asked  for — two  years — 
but  for  the  period  from  the  1st  July,  1878,  to 
the  1st  September,  1879.  Assuming  that  thai 
retxirn  woiud  be  sufficient,  he  begged  to  lay  it  on 
the  table. 

PROVINCIAL  EXPENDITURE  AND 
RECEIPTS. 
Mr.  BARRON  asked  the  Government,  When 
the  return  moved  for  and  agreed  to  by  this 
House  on  2l8t  August,  1878,  to  the  effect,  "  That 
there  be  laid  before  this  House  a  return  in  tabu- 
lar form,  showing  the  total  amount  of  consolidated 
revenue  received  in  each  provincial  district  for 
the  years  1877-78 ;  also  the  amount  expended  in 
each  provincial  district  during  said  period — Ist, 
out  of  consolidated  revenue ;  2nd,  out  of  loan. 
Such  return  to  specify — (1)  the  portions  which 
have  been  expended  for  general  purposes  (all 
others  except  Native  and  Defence)  ;  (2)  those 
which  have  been  expended  for  Native  and  Defence 
purposes ;  and  (3)  the  percentage  each  such  ex- 
penditure bears  to  the  revenue  derived  from  pro- 
vincial district ;  being  a  continuation  of  Return 
B.-8  of  last  session  (1877)  "—will  be  laid  before 
this  House ;  and  whether  the  Government  have 
any  objection  to  continue  the  return  up  to  the  end 
of  last  financial  year  ?  He  was  aware  that  when 
a  similar  return  was  asked  for  last  year  it  was 
urged  by  the  Treasurer  that  it  would  be  exceed- 
ingly inconvenient  and  costly  to  prepare  it. 
However,  as  the  House  had  agreed  that    the 
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retam  should  be  laid  on  the  table,  he  wished  to 
know  when  it  would  be  prepared,  as  it  woidd  con- 
tain information  of  great  yalue  to  the  House, 
especiallj  at  present,  and  not  otherwise  easilj' 
collected. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  it  would  be  almost 
impossible  to  prepare  the  return  in  accordance 
with  the  Order  of  the  House.  He  was  making 
ererj  inquiry  about  it,  and  would  shortlj  be  able 
to  inform  the  House  whether  it  could  be  prepared 
or  not. 

ANDERSON'S  BAY  ROAD. 

Mr.  BARRON  asked  the  (jk>Temment,  If  thej 

have  granted  or  intend  to  grant  to  the  Otago 

Harbour  Board  half  a  chain  of  the  Anderson's 

Bay  Road  ;  and,  if  so,  under  what  legal  authority 

can  »uch  grant  be  issued  ? 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  that  no  such  grant  had 

been  made,  and  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the 

GoTemment  to  take    any  action   which  would 

interfere  with  the  road. 

WELLINGTON  RECLAIMED  LAND. 

Mr.  GEORGE  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
If  the  promissory  notes  due  at  the  beginning  of 
this  month  by  Tarious  persons,  as  part  payment 
for  the  purchase  of  sections  of  the  Thomdon 
reclamation,  haTe  been  paid;  and,  if  not,  why 
not? 

Major  ATKINSON  said  that  the  Gorernment 
had  receiTed  applications  from  some  of  the  re- 
claimed-land  purchasers,  requesting  that  a  further 
extension  of  time  should  be  granted  in  con- 
sequence of  the  depression  that  had  lately  pre- 
Tailed.  They  had  made  similar  applications 
before,  but  the  then  Government  decided  that,  as 
a  sufficient  amount  had  not  been  paid  to  make 
the  securities  valuable,  the  request  could  not  be 
granted.  The  purchasers  had  now  paid  two-fifths 
of  the  purchase-money ;  and  the  Gk)Temment, 
taking  into  consideration  the  present  depression, 
had  granted  a  three-months  extension  to  all  those 
who  desired  it,  the  bills  to  bear  interest  at  the 
rate  of  8  per  cent.  About  one-third  of  the  pur- 
chasers had  elected  to  pay,  and  £7,000  had  been 
paid  out  of  £24,000. 

Mr.  GISBORNE  said  the  late  GoTcmment  did 
not  decide  that  an  extension  could  not  be  granted 
because  a  sufficient  sura  had  not  been  paid.  They 
said  that  a  contract  had  been  entered  into,  and 
must  be  duly  fulfilled;  and  they  therefore  re- 
fused to  accede  to  the  application  for  an  extension 
of  time. 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  papers  do  not  show 
that ;  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  there  is  no  con- 
tract to  be  found  anywhere. 

Mr.  GISBORNE.— I  mean  the  contract  for  the 
purchase. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  there  was  no  contract ; 
there  were  the  bills,  of  course.  But  he  did  not 
wish  to  imply  that  the  decision  of  the  Govern- 
ment rested  on  anything  the  late  GK^vernment 
bad  done.  They  were  prepared  to  accept  the 
whole  responsibility. 

INDECENT  PERFORMANCES. 
Mr.  BAIN  asked  the  Gt>Ternment,  Whether 
they  intendi  ihia  sMsion,  to  introduce  a  Bill  to 
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suppress  indecent  performances  in  theatres  and 
other  places  of  public  amusement  ?  He  thought 
it  right  to  mention  that  the  proprietors  of  the 
theatre  in  Invercargill  had  positively  refused  to 
lease  it  to  a  certain  company  of  unenviable 
notoriety. 

Mr.  HALL  thought  it  very  desirable  that  the 
subject  should  be  dealt  with  by  Act ;  but,  looking 
at  the  fact  that  there  were  eighty-three  Bills  on 
the  Order  Paper  already,  he  did  not  think  it  at 
all  likely  that  they  would  get  a  Bill  of  the  kind 
through  this  session.  The  subject  had  been  re- 
ferred to  in  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature ; 
and  it  would  perhaps  be  better  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  should  communicate  with  some  mem- 
ber of  the  other  Chamber,  vrith  a  view  to  the 
introduction  of  a  Bill  there. 

HOKITIKA-JACKSON'S  BAY-OTAGO 
RAILWAY  LINE. 

Mr.  GISBORNE  asked  the  Government,  Whe- 
ther they  will  take  steps,  during  the  recess,  to 
cause  a  flying  exploration  to  be  made  of  the 
South-west  Coast  country  between  Hokitika  and 
Jackson's  Bay,  and  by  the  way  of  Haast's  Pass 
into  the  settled  districts  of  Otago,  with  a  view  to 
ascertaining  its  availability  for  a  line  of  railway, 
the  extent  and  description  of  Crown  lands  which 
could  be  opened  up  for  settlement,  and  its  general 
mineral  resources?  The  country  to  which  the 
question  referred  was  at  present  unknown,  and 
he  had  a  confident  feeling  that  its  exploration 
would  repay  the  cost  over  and  orer  again.  He 
bad  had  private  intimation  of  the  discovery  of  a 
coal  seam  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Haast  and  Clarke 
Rivers,  and  a  late  telegram  showed  that  there 
was  a  probability  of  a  successful  gold  field  being 
openea  up  in  the  country  near  Okarito. 

Mr.  OLIVER  said  that  nothmg  had  been 
decided  yet  in  regard  to  the  exploration  of  thii 
country.  The  Engineer  in  Charge  of  the  Middle 
Island  intended  to  go  through  the  Haast  Past 
country  this  summer,  but  the  amount  of  business 
in  the  office  would  probably  prevent  him. 

AKAROA  POST  AND  TELEGRAPH 
OFFICE. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  asked  the  PostmasUr- 
General,  If  a  sum  of  money  will  be  placed  on  the 
estimates  for  the  erection  of  new  post  and  tele- 
graph offices  at  Akaroa,  in  accordance  with  the 
petition  of  the  residents  of  that  place,  dated  Ist 
September  ? 

Mr.  HALL  said  he  had  inquired  into  the 
matter,  and  found  that  the  present  condition  of 
the  building  occupied  as  a  post  and  telegraph 
office  at  Akaroa  was  not  satisfactory.  It  was  tne 
intention  of  the  late  Government  to  place  a  sum 
of  £600  on  the  estimates  for  the  erection  of  a 
new  post  office,  but  the  present  Government  were 
not  able  to  deal  with  tne  matter  in  that  liberal 
manner.  They  believed  that,  by  the  expenditure 
of  a  smaller  sum,  reasonable  provision  for  the 
transaction  of  the  postal  and  telegraph  business 
might  be  made  in  the  present  office  for  some  years 
to  come.  He  was  sorry  the  honorable  gentleman's 
constituents  would  not,  on  this  occasion,  receive 
the  same  liberal  treatment  they  had  received  on 
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former  occasions  ;  but,  as  a  rule,  he  thought  thej 
had  no  reason  to  oomplain. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  thought  it  scarcely  ne- 
cessarr  for  the  honorable  gentleman  to  make  such 
remarks. 

HONORARIUM. 

Mr.  GEORGE  asked  the  Premier,  If  the 
GK>Ternment  are  preparing,  and  intend  bringing 
down  this  session,  a  Bill  for  the  purpose  of 
settling  the  amount  of  honorarium  to  be  paid  to 
members  of  the  Legislature,  a  resolution  to  this 
effect  having  been  carried  by  this  House  P 

Mr.  HALL  said  the  Bill  was  in  print,  and 
would  shortly  be  sent  down  by  message  from  His 
Excellency  the  Gbvemor. 

EMIGRATION  LAND  ORDERS. 

Mr.  GIBBS  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands,  If 
he  will  submit  to  this  House  a  return  of  the 
number  and  value  of  the  emigrants'  land  orders 
issued  by  the  Agent-G^eral's  Department  in 
England  upon  which,  up  to  the  present  time,  the 
holders  have  not  made  their  selection  ?  He 
believed  that  a  great  many  of  these  land  orders 
had  been  issued  the  holders  of  which  had  not 
been  able  to  avail  themselves  of  the  right  of  selec- 
tion. A  large  number  of  mechanics  had  been 
induced  to  pay  their  passages  from  England  in 
the  expectation  that  they  would  be  able  to  get  a 
suitable  piece  of  land,  and  employment  at  their 
various  avocations ;  but  they  had  been  unable  to 
do  so.  Like  most  of  the  older  colonists,  they 
found  things  not  exactly  as  they  had  calculated  : 
in  fact,  they  could  not  get  the  land  where  the 
work  at  their  trades  was  in  demand ;  consequently 
their  land  orders  were  useless.  He  therefore 
thought  that  something  ought  to  be  done,  in  jus- 
tice to  the  holders  of  these  land  orders. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  that,  in  accordance  with 
a  promise  made  some  time  ago,  a  return  showing 
the  number  of  these  claims  was  being  made  out. 
They  varied  in  character  very  much,  and  the 
■ame  rule,  he  was  afraid » would  not  apply  to  them 
all.  However,  he  was  having  them  collated,  for 
the  purpose  of  forming  an  opinion  upon  the 
matter. 

OTAGO  CENTRAL  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  FYKE  said  that  some  weeks  ago  he  asked 
the  Minister  for  Public  Works  whether  instruc- 
tions bad  been  issued  for  the  inunediate  prosecu- 
tion of  the  Otago  Central  Railway ;  and,  if  so, 
upon  what  date  the  instructions  were  issued. 

Mr.  OLIVER  said  the  matter  had  been  delayed 
owing  to  pressure  of  business  in  the  department, 
but  the  work  was  actually  begun  last  week. 

TIMARU  COUNTY. 
Mr.  WAKEFIELD,  in  moving  the  motion 
standing  in  his  name,  said  that  about  the  month 
of  January  last  an  agitation  was  got  up  in  the 
G-eraldine  County  to  separate  the  Mount  Cook 
Riding  from  that  county  and  constitute  it  a 
county.  The  Mount  Cook  Riding  contained  the 
area  and  population  required  by  me  Act  in  order 
to  enable  it  to  be  constituted  into  a  new  county, 
and  the  inhabitants  petitioned  to  be  so  con- 
stitated.  Shortly  afterwards  the  Levels  Rid- 
Mr.  EM 


ing,  which  included  in  its  limits  part  of  the 
Town  of  Timaru,  also  got  up  an  agitation  for 
separation  ;  but  that  riding  did  not  contain  the 
population  required  by  the  Act  to  enable  it  to  be 
constituted  a  new  county.  In  order  to  comply 
with  the  technical  terms  of  the  law,  the  peti- 
tioners included  in  their  petition  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  Mount  Cook  Riding,  which  had 
already  begun  to  petition  for  separation.  The 
petition  from  the  Levels  Riding  reached  the 
Government  first,  and  subsequently  the  Mount 
Cook  petition  was  sent  in.  But,  for  some  reason 
which  he  did  not  know,  the  Government  pro- 
claimed the  Timaru  County,  and  laid  the  Procla- 
mation before  Parliament.  They  entirely  over- 
looked the  petition  from  the  Mount  Cook  Riding, 
and  proclaimed  the  Timaru  County  in  epite  oi 
a  petition  from  a  number  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Timaru  protesting  against  the  change.  The 
effect  of  constituting  this  new  county  would  be 
very  injurious  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Mount 
Cook  Riding,  who  had  protested  against  it,  be- 
cause they  belonged  to  a  wealthy  district  which 
was  quite  capable  of  carrying  on  all  neces- 
sary pubUo  works;  whereas  the  new  Timaru 
County  had  no  money  except  the  rates,  and 
would  not  be  at  all  in  as  good  a  position  as  the 
Mount  Cook  County  would  be.  A  curious  legal 
point  arose  owing  to  the  Government  having  pro- 
claimed the  Timaru  County  during  the  session. 
The  Act  said  that,  when  a  new  county  was  pro- 
claimed, a  copy  of  the  Proclamation  was  to  be  laid 
before  Parliament  within  ten  days  after  its  next 
sitting  after  the  issue  of  such  Proclamation. 
That  he  held  to  mean  the  next  session  of  Parlia- 
ment. It  could  not  mean  the  next  sitting  in  the 
same  session,  because  it  might  be  that  the  two 
branches  of  the  Legislature  would  not  be  sitting 
on  the  same  day.  Besides,  if  that  were  the  inter- 
pretation of  the  law,  it  would  be  quite  possible  to 
defeat  the  intention  of  the  Act,  because  the  Pro- 
clamation might  be  laid  before  Parliament  on  the 
last  day  of  the  session,  and  so  no  opportunity 
would  be  given  to  the  Legislature  to  express  an 
opinion  upon  it.  He  had,  through  the  courtesy 
of  the  Gt>vemment,  been  able  to  consult  Uie  Law 
Officers  of  the  Crown  on  the  subject,  and  he  was 
told  that  this  was  a  point  which  coidd  only  be 
decided  by  a  Court  of  law.  If,  therefore,  the 
County  of  Timaru  were  now  constituted,  it  would 
commence  its  existence  under  doubts  as  to  the 
legality  of  its  constitution,  and  actions  would  at 
once  be  entered  into  against  it  in  the  Supreme 
Court  by  those  who  were  opposed  to  its  consti- 
tution. It  would  surely  not  be  well  to  consti- 
tute a  county  the  legal  existence  of  which  would 
thus  be  immediately  called  in  question.  He 
believed  the  late  Colonial  Secretary  had  made  a 
blunder,  and  thus  unwittingly  thrown  the  whole 
subject  into  confusion.  As  the  shortest  way  of 
getting  out  of  the  difficulty,  he  asked  the  House 
to  pass  this  resolution.  He  had  tried  every  other 
possible  means,  but  had  not  been  able  to  succeed. 
He  had  consulted  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown 
and  the  Government,  and,  as  a  last  resource, 
asked  the  House  to  pass  the  resolution,  as  the 
only  way  to  solve  the  difficulty.  The  feeling  in 
his  district  was  very  strong  aboat  it,  and  there 
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a  general  wish  that  the  oountj  shoald  not  be 
constituted.  The  whole  agitation  for  the  separa- 
tion of  the  ronntj  arose  under  peculiar  circum- 
stances, in  order  to  preyent  the  Counties  Act 
being  brought  into  force.  The  Act  not  having 
been  brought  into  force,  the  agitation  had  died 
awaj,  and  there  was  no  longer  anj  desire  to 
separate  from  the  County  of  Geraldine. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "  That,  in 
the  opinion  of  this  House,  the  proposed  new 
Ck>unty  of  Timaru  should  not  be  constituted." — 
(Jfr.  Wakefield.) 

Mr.  OISBOBNE  said  his  objection  to  the 
motion  was  at  present  only  that  it  recognized 
that  the  Proclamation  of  the  county  was  duly 
before  the  House.  According  to  his  Tiew  of 
the  meaning  of  the  Act,  this  Proclamation  should 
not  be  presented  to  this  House  or  the  other 
House  until  next  session.  The  Act  said  the 
Proclamation  must  be  presented  within  ten  days 
after  the  next  sitting  of  Parliament.  It  could 
not  mean  the  next  sitting  of  either  House,  be- 
cause which  House  would  it  mean  ?  The  **  sitting 
of  Parliament"  evidently  meant  what  is  generally 
called  a  session  of  Parliament,  and  therefore 
the  document  ought  to  be  laid  before  Parlia- 
ment during  the  next  session  after  the  issue 
of  the  Proclamation.  If  issued  during  a  cur- 
rent session,  it  must  be  laid  before  Parliament 
at  a  subsequent  session.  That  stood  to  com- 
mon sense.  Tlie  object  of  laying  the  Procla- 
mation before  Parliament  was,  that  each  House 
should  intelligently  consider  the  subject  of  the 
Proclamation.  If  the  Proclamation  were  laid 
before  Parliament  within  ten  days  after  the  issue, 
the  Government  might  wait  until  ten  or  eleven 
days  before  prorogation,  and  then  lay  the  Pro- 
clamation before  Parliament  on  the  last  day  be- 
fore prorogation.  The  result  would  be  that  the 
Parliament  would  have  no  fitting  opportunity  of 
passing  a  resolution  on  the  subject,  and  the 
county  would  be  legally  a  county  without  the 
Legislature  having  an  opportunity,  as  required 
by  law,  of  expressing  its  opinion.  The  whole 
object  of  the  Act  might  thus  be  frustrated. 
Therefore  he  did  not  think  they  should  pass  a 
resolution  merely  stating  their  objection  to  the 
constitution  of  the  county  on  its  merits,  but  they 
should  express  an  opinion  that  the  Proclamation 
was  not  duly  before  them  so  as  to  give  them  an 
opportunity  of  considering  its  purport. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  said  that  no  doubt  there 
was  a  legal  point  involved  in  this  question,  but 
he  would  wish  to  draw  attention  to  this  point : 
that,  if  there  was  any  blame  in  the  matter,  the 
honorable  member  who  moved  this  motion  was 
the  cause  of  it,  because,  on  the  23rd  September, 
1879,  a  meeting  of  the  Levels  Boad  Board  was 
held,  at  which  the  honorable  member  for  Geral- 
dine moved  a  resolution,  which  he  (Mr.  Turn- 
bull)  had  in  the  honorable  gentleman's  hand- 
writiog,  for  the  formation  of  this  new  county. 
The  honorable  member  was  the  father  of  the 
whole  movement.  The  reason  then  given  by  the 
honorable  member  was  that  if  they  separated 
ihej  would  have  the  spending  of  their  own  money, 
and  self-government  and  taxation  in  their  own 
power.    H  any  one  was  to  blame  in  this  matter 


it  was  the  honorable  member  for  Geraldine  him- 
self;  and  he  regretted  this  very  much,  because 
the  honorable  member  had  a  great  character  for 
consistency :  but  he  had  not  seen  fit  to  maintain 
it  on  this  occasion.  The  facts  of  the  case  were 
perfectly  well  known  at  the  time.  The  present 
Geraldine  County  was  one  of  the  largest  in  the 
colony,  and  would  bear  division.  With  reference 
to  the  Mount  Cook  petition  against  the  forma- 
tion of  the  county,  it  would  be  found  that  some 
of  the  ratepayers  there  had  signed  both  petitions. 
There  were  very  strong  reasons  why  the  county 
should  be  formed.  He  apprehended  the  County  of 
Geraldine  was  not  desirous  of  a  diminution  of  its 
size.  It  was  the  largest  in  the  district,  and  the 
people  connected  with  the  Levels  Biding  were 
desirous  that  they  should  be  formed  into  a  county, 
for  reasons  very  fairly  stated  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Geraldine  when  he  moved  the  resolu- 
tions at  the  meeting  of  the  Road  Board.  The  por- 
tion of  the  Mount  Cook  District  proposed  to  be 
annexed  was  almost  entirely  the  property  of  the 
Australian  and  New  Zealand  Company,  whose 
manager  was  entirely  with  the  movement.  He 
would  be  sorry  if  this  county  were  not  brought 
into  operation.  He  saw  looming  plainly  in  the 
distance  the  time  when  subsidies  would  be  dis- 
continued —  when  the  contributions  from  the 
Land  Fund  would  cease ;  and  he  would  like  to 
see  every  efibrt  made  to  create  local  bodies  that 
might  take  up  those  burdens  which  were  coming 
fast  upon  them  of  maintaining  institutions  and 
other  things  of  the  same  nature.  He  believed 
that  was  strongly  felt  by  the  promoters  of  this 
petition.  He  hoped  the  honorable  member  would 
withdraw  his  opposition  to  the  new  county,  be- 
cause, if  any  one  deserved  any  blame  or  odium  in 
the  matter,  it  was  the  honorable  member  himself, 
who,  by  his  influence  and  ability,  had  instigated 
them  to  this  course.  He  regretted  that,  having 
led  the  people  to  take  that  course,  the  honorable 
gentleman  should  now,  when  the  matter  came 
before  the  House,  see  fit  to  oppose  it.  He  (Mr. 
Turnbull)  would  certainly  go  to  a  vote  on  the 
question. 

Mr.  HALL  thought  it  was  very  desirable  that 
this  matter  should  be  put  clearly  before  the 
House.  The  question,  first,  was  whether  the  late 
Government,  in  this  matter,  acted  legally  or  not. 
The  law  was  by  no  means  clear.  The  point 
was  whether  **  next  sitting  "  meant  next  session 
of  Parliament,  or  next  sitting-day  after  the 
Proclamation  was  issued.  There  was  no  doubt 
whatever  that  the  spirit  and  intention  of  the  law 
was  that  the  Proclamation  should  be  presented  at 
the  next  session  of  Parliament.  Otherwise,  as  had 
been  pointed  out,  the  whole  intention  of  the  Act 
could  be  defeated  by  presenting  the  Proclamation 
the  day  before  the  session  closed.  He  thought 
that,  if  they  had  power  to  give  effect  to  the  real 
intention  of  the  Act,  they  should  do  so,  and  he 
would  therefore  move,  as  an  amendment.  That  the 
resolution  should  read,  "  That,  in  the  opinion  of 
this  House,  the  Proclamation  constituting  the 
County  of  Timaru  should  not  have  been  laid 
before  Parliament  until  the  next  session,  and 
that  the  county  should  not  be  constituted." 
That  would  be  a  guide  for  the  GK>vemmeat  in 
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future,  and  would  prevent  barm  on  the  preeent 
occasion.  This  question  had  been  laid  before  the 
Crown  Law  Officers ;  but  tlie  Government  had 
been  unable  to  get  anj  rerj  decided  opinion  from 
them.  With  reference  to  the  merits  of  the  pro- 
posal, he  would  state  that  in  the  Geraldine  County 
there  were  two  road  districts — the  Mount  Cook 
Boad  District  and  the  Levels  Koad  District.  A  peti- 
tion was  received  from  the  Levels  Koad  District 
on  the  4th  of  July,  praying  that  that  district  and 
a  portion  of  the  Mount  Cook  Road  District  should 
be  formed  into  a  county.  Another  petition  was 
presented  from  the  Mount  Cook  Boad  District  on 
the  20th  of  July,  praying  that  the  district  by 
itself  should  be  made  into  a  county.  The  late 
Government  took  no  steps  with  reference  to  tho 
Mount  Cook  petition,  but  did  take  action  upon 
the  Levels  petition.  Immediately  after  the  com- 
mencement of  this  session,  a  Proclamation  creat- 
ing the  Levels  District  and  a  part  of  the  Mount 
Cook  District  into  a  county  was  laid  before  the 
House.  If  that  Proclamation  were  allowed  to 
take  effect,  the  Mount  Cook  District  would  be 
placed  in  two  counties — the  Timaru  County  and 
the  Geraldine  County — which  was  not  a  desirable 
thing.  The  honorable  member  for  Timaru  had 
stated  that  the  honorable  member  for  Geraldine 
bad  been  instrumental  in  getting  up  the  peti- 
tion. If  since  that  time  the  honorable  member 
for  Geraldine  had  seen  that  the  petition  was  a 
mistake,  and  now  admitted  that  it  was  wrong, 
there  could  not  be  a  stronger  argument  in 
favour  of  the  resolution.  Upon  general  grounds 
they  should  not  too  lightly  subdivide  counties. 
They  would  be  hindering  the  usefulness  of  the 
county  in  question  by  cutting  it  up  and  dividing 
it.  That  was  the  reason  why  he  should  be  sorry 
to  see  the  proposal  carried.  The  decision  of  the 
matter  might  well  be  postponed,  and,  if  the  per- 
sons in  favour  of  the  petition  were  of  the  same 
opinion  twelve  months  hence,  the  whole  matter 
could  be  considered.  He  thought  that  would  be 
the  best  course  to  adopt.  He  would  Uierefore 
move  the  amendment  he  had  read. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  said  it  appeared  to 
him,  as  had  been  stated  by  the  Premier,  that 
there  was  a  doubt  about  the  law.  The  merits  of 
the  case  were  not  very  clear  to  him,  and  the 
honorable  member  for  Totara  had  stated  that  he 
knew  nothing  of  its  merits.  They  were  now 
asked  to  decide  a  question  of  law,  and  also  to 
decide  on  the  merits  of  the  case,  which  very  few 
honorable  members  knew  anything  about.  Under 
such  circumstances,  his  course  was  to  vote  both 
against  the  amendment  and  the  resolution.  He 
should  always  object  to  vote  in  support  of  a  sub- 
ject of  which  he  knew  nothing. 

Mr.  STEWART  thought  the  House  was  placed 
in  a  very  undesirable  position  in  having  so  im- 
portant a  question  brought  before  it  in  such  an 
off-hand  manner.  He  was  not  in  a  position  to 
pass  any  judgment  upon  the  merits  of  the  ques- 
tion. It  was  not  placing  tho  House  in  a  fair  posi- 
tion to  call  upon  it  hurriedly  to  pass  some  reso- 
lution the  exact  effect  and  purport  of  which  few 
honorable  members  could  realize.  The  honorable 
member  for  Geraldine,  he  thought,  had  acceded 
to  the  proposition  laid  down  by  the  honorable 
Mr.  Hall 


member  for  Totara,  that  the  Proclamation  should 
not  have  been  laid  before  this  session  of  Parlia- 
ment. If  the  Proclamation  had  been  improperly 
laid  before  the  House  this  session,  that  act  would 
be  nugatory.  If  it  should  be  brought  before  the 
Houee  next  session,  the  motion  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Geraldine  oould  then  be  considered. 
If  the  late  Government  anticipated  improperly 
the  time  for  laying  the  Proclamation  before  the 
Hou9e,  he  apprehended  that  such  action  would 
go  for  nothing,  and  they  should  suspend  action 
in  the  matter.  If  the  Government  brought  the 
question  before  the  House  next  session,  the 
House  could  then  pass  judgment  upon  it.  He 
apprehended  that  the  House  would  not  affirm  or 
disaffirm  the  proposition  laid  down  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Geraldine  without  knowing 
more  of  the  circumstances  than  it  at  present 
seemed  to  know.  For  himself,  he  knew  nothing 
whatever  of  the  merits  of  the  question.  He  quite 
admitted  that  the  question  of  law  was  very  com- 
plicated, and  very  difficult.  Ho  was  disposed 
to  think  that  what  was  meant  by  "sitting  of  Par- 
liament "  was  sitting-day,  not  session  of  Parlia- 
ment: that  was,  the  Proclamation  was  to  be  laid 
before  Parliament  within  ten  days  after  its 
sitting.  That  "  sitting  "  must  mean  sitting-day. 
The  most  reasonable  interpretation  to  be  put 
upon  the  words  was  that  a  Proclamation  should 
be  laid  before  the  House  within  ten  days  after 
its  next  sitting,  in  which  case  the  House  would, 
during  the  session,  pronounce  an  opinion  for  or 
against  it.  It  would  lead  to  endless  delay  if 
any  other  interpretation  were  to  be  put  upon 
the  words  of  the  Statute  by  saying  that  the 
wish  of  the  petitioners  should  be  suspended  for 
twelve  months.  If  a  petition  were  presented 
that  day,  and  if  the  House  was  perfectly  competent 
to  dispose  of  it,  being  in  full  possession  of  the 
information,  there  was  no  reason  whatever  why 
they  should  inform  the  petitioner  that  they 
could  not  comply  with  the  request  of  the  peti- 
tion until  twelve  months  hence.  Reason  was 
against  such  a  contention.  If  the  petition  were 
presented  on  the  last  day  of  the  scs^^ion,  and  were 
to  be  taken  into  consideration  ten  days  after- 
wards, it  could  not  be  taken  up  until  next  session. 
If  the  petition  were  presented  ten  days  before  the 
expiration  of  Parliament,  the  Houtte  would  pro- 
nounce an  opinion  upon  it  before  it  separated.  If 
not  presented  until  within  seven  or  eight  days  of 
the  last  sitting-day,  it  would  be  taken  up  and 
considered  at  the  earliest  possible  period  of  the 
next  session,  lie  thought  the  House  should  dis- 
pose of  the  matter  in  some  way  or  another.  If 
the  Proclamation  was  not  properly  before  the 
House,  they  should  not  pass  any  judgment  what- 
ever on  the  case,  but  allow  the  matter  to  remain 
tfi  statu  quo. 

Mr.  SHRIMSKI  did  not  think  the  matter 
could  be  settled  that  day.  It  was  of  too  impor- 
tant a  character,  and  honorable  members  should 
carefully  consider  it  before  doing  an  injustice  to 
that  part  of  the  colony.  He  would  move,  as  an 
amendment.  That  the  debate  be  adjourned. 

Mr.  S£DDON  would  second  the  motion  for 
the  adjournment  of  the  debate.  It  was  a  very 
large  question,  and  honorable  members  were  not 
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f  ull  jT  coDTersant  with  the  facts  of  the  case.  The 
House  was  not  in  a  position  at  the  present  to 
come  to  a  proper  conclusion  upon  it.  If  the 
X^gishiture  passed  the  resolution  referred  to,  it 
was  only  to  meet  extreme  cases  where  the  wishes 
of  the  ratepayers  should  not  he  complied  with ; 
otherwise  the  House  might  be  taking  action 
which  would  strike  at  the  root  of  local  self- 
goremment.  Some  deference  ought  to  be  paid 
to  a  petition  emanating  from  seven  hundred 
persons.  It  would  be  hetter  to  adjourn  the  con- 
aideration  of  the  question  until  they  had  obtained 
more  information,  when  they  could  discuss  it  on 
its  merits. 

Hr.  WAEEFI£LD  said  he  was  about  to 
second  the  motion  for  adjourning  the  debate 
when  the  honorable  gentleman  rose.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  had  not  done  him  justice.  It 
was  quite  against  his  desire  that  any  time  was 
taken  up  at  all  this  afternoon  with  this  motion. 
The  only  reason  why  he  did  not  gi?e  fuller  in- 
formation on  the  subject  was  because  the  House 
was  so  impatient  that  honorable  members  were 
not  listening  to  him.  He  could  hardly  bear  his 
own  Toice,  and  members  were  trooping  out  in 
erery  direction,  and  he  saw  there  was  a  great 
desire  to  get  rid  of  the  subject  as  soon  as  possible, 
and  therefore  he  cut  his  remarks  as  short  as  he 
could.  He  was  Tery  anxious  to  give  the  House 
the  fullest  possible  information,  and  he  was  satis- 
fied that,  when  they  had  full  information,  they 
would  see  that  the  thing  had  got  into  an  utter 
muddle  from  one  fault  and  another —  mainly 
from  the  late  Gk>Temment  having  laid  the  Pro- 
clamation on  the  table  without  having  observed 
that  both  counties  included  the  same  area.  The 
personal  attack  made  upon  himeelf  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Timaru  had  no  bearing  upon 
the  case  whatever.  The  papers  the  honorablo 
gentleman  produced  in  the  House  were  original 
documents  connected  with  a  pubUc  meeting  that 
was  held  in  the  Levels  Road  District,  and  they 
hsul  only  been  sent  to  the  House  through  a  gross 
breach  of  confidence  on  the  part  of  tiie  Chair- 
man of  the  Board.  He  had  seen  those  documents 
hawked  about  the  streets  at  elections,  and  now  they 
were  brought  up  in  the  House  to  influence  votes, 
and  all  because  he  happened  to  move  a  resolution 
at  a  public  meeting,  in  order  to  give  the  people  a 
Toice  in  this  matter.  As  he  had  already  explained 
to  the  Houte,  it  was  done  entirely  as  a  demon- 
stration against  the  adoption  of  the  Counties  Act ; 
and  it  was  successful.  Although  he  (Mr.  Wake- 
field) did  pay  a  few  pounds  towards  the  expense, 
the  amount  was  nothing  like  that  mentioned  by 
the  honorable  gentleman.  The  thing  was  really 
of  no  importance  at  all,  after  the  one  object  was 
gained.  He  hoped  the  debate  would  be  adjourned 
for  a  week,  when  they  could  discuss  it  in  a  better 
frame  of  mind.  But  he  desired  the  House  to 
notice  that  this  was  not  an  insignificant  question. 
It  was  a  question  of  great  importance,  because  it 
affected  the  position  of  every  county  in  New  Zea- 
land— any  other  county  might  be  in  the  same 
position  to-morrow ;  and  his  only  desire  was  that 
the  Legislature  would  assist  him  in  getting  out 
of  a  difficulty  which  seriously  affected  the  welfare 
of  his  constituents. 


Mr.  TURNBULL  was  not  aware  that  he  had 
made  any  personal  attack  whatever  upon  the 
honorable  member  for  Geraldine,  or  that  he  had 
been  guilty  of  any  breach  of  confidence.  Until 
he  produced  the  papers  just  now,  no  one  in  the 
House  had  seen  them.  The  honorable  gentleman 
said  there  had  been  a  breach  of  confidence.  From 
what  he  had  seen  of  the  honorable  gentleman's 
conduct  in  the  House,  he  (Mr.  TurnbuU)  would 
not  even  have  said  that  the  honorable  gentleman 
had  signed  these  papers  unless  he  had  them  in 
his  possession,  and  had  the  evidence  of  his  own 
eyes.  That  was  the  reason  why  he  had  produced 
these  papers,  as  he  was  determined  that  his  state- 
ments should  not  be  contradicted.  As  to  any 
breach  of  confidence 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD  wished  to  explain  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  could  not  have  heard  what 
he  said.  He  said  it  must  have  heen  a  breach  of 
confidence  on  the  part  of  the  chairman  of  the 
meeting  at  which  the  resolutions  were  passed. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  said  there  would  have  been 
nothing  to  show  what  steps  had  been  taken  if  he 
had  not  produced  these  aocuments.  It  was  im- 
possible that  there  could  have  been  any  breach  of 
confidence  on  the  part  of  the  Chairman  of  the 
Board,  who  had  forwarded  them  to  him. 

Mr.  KELLY  said  it  appeared  very  clear  to 
him  that,  according  to  the  15th  section  of  the 
Counties  Act,  the  Proclamation  ought  not  to  have 
been  laid  before  Parliament  this  session.  He 
agreed  that  the  debate  should  be  adjourned  for 
the  purpose  of  inquiring  what  course  the  Govern- 
ment took,  and  whetlier  they  were  advised  by  the 
Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  thot  the  Proclamation 
ought  to  be  laid  before  Parliament  during  the 
present  session,  it  having  been  issued  during  the 
eiitiug  of  Parliament.  The  15th  section  of  the 
Counties  Act  stated,  •'  A  copy  of  every  such  Procla- 
mation shall  be  laid  before  Parliament  within  ten 
days  after  its  next  sitting  after  the  i^sue  thereof." 
That  meant  that  the  Proclamation  should  be  laid 
before  ParUament  after  the  present  seision — after 
the  session  in  which  it  was  issued.  If  the  word 
*' House"  had  been  u^ed  in  the  Act  instead  of 
the  word  "Parliament,"  the  meaning  might  be 
such  as  was  contended  for  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Stewart)  ;  but  there 
was  no  doubt  in  his  mind  that  the  "  next  sitting 
of  Parliament"  meant  the  next  session,  as  the 
Parliament  could  only  sit  once  during  the  session, 
and  that  was  the  whole  session.  He  thought  it 
very  desirable  that  the  House  should  be  informed 
whether  the  Government  laid  the  Proclamation 
on  the  table  on  the  advice  of  the  Law  Officers. 

Mr.  HALL  said  it  was  done  by  the  late  Go- 
vernment, and  he  was  not  in  possession  of  the 
information :  of  course  he  could  obtain  it  by 
reference  to  the  papers. 

Mr.  KELLY  did  not  refer  to  any  particular 
Government,  because  the  Government  never  died. 
He  wished  to  be  informed,  when  this  debate  came 
on  again,  whether  the  Government  had  acted  with 
the  advice  of  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown,  as 
the  question  was  one  of  importance  to  County 
Councils. 

Debate  adjourned. 
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WAIPAHI-POMAHAKA  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  IRELAND,  in  moving  the  motion  stand- 
ing in  his  name,  said  the  contract  for  this  work, 
as  nearly  as  he  could  gather,  was  entered  into 
ahoat  sixteen  or  seventeen  months  ago,  and  the 
work  progressed  fairly  until  about  three  months 
since,  when  it  came  to  a  standstill.  The  contract 
was  undertaken  upon  the  condition  that  no  pay- 
ment should  be  made  until  the  work  had  been 
finished :  but,  owing,  he  presumed,  to  the  state  of 
the  money  market,  the  contractors  had  been  com- 
pelled to  stop  ;  and  the  object  of  this  motion  was 
to  indorse,  through  the  medium  of  the  House, 
the  action  of  the  Government  if  they  felt  dis- 
posed to  render  assistance  to  the  settlers  by 
taking  the  contract  off  the  hands  of  the  con- 
tractors, or  by  making  such  an  arrangement  as 
might  be  fair  to  both  parties,  and  going  on  with 
the  work  themselves.  The  reasons  why  this  course 
should  be  adopted  were  very  strong.  No  doubt 
nearly  every  honorable  member  was  aware  that 
the  district  referred  to  was  perhaps  one  of  the 
very  best  agricultural  districts  in  New  Zealand. 
The  land  was  rich,  and  the  crops,  generally 
speaking,  were  very  good.  He  believed  it  would 
be  the  most  tliriving  district  in  the  South  Island 
if  railway  facilities  were  afforded  to  the  settlers 
to  find  a  market  for  their  produce.  By  the  con- 
struction of  this  line  of  railway  they  would  be 
enabled  to  send  their  produce  to  Invercargill ;  and, 
in  anticipation  that  the  contract  would  be  fairly 
carried  out,  not  only  the  last  but  the  previous 
season's  grain  also  was  waiting  to  be  forwarded 
by  this  line.  He  was  told  by  the  settlers  that 
unless  the  railway  was  completed  thej  would  be 
ruined.  A  deputation,  composed  chiefly  of  per- 
sons resident  in  the  district,  waited  on  the  Minis- 
ter for  Public  Works  a  short  time  ago,  and  urged 
this  matter  strongly  upon  his  consideration ;  and 
he  hoped  the  House  would  sanction  the  motion, 
and  thus  afford  to  the  settlers  of  the  district, 
from  which  something  like  £500,000  had  been 
realized  from  the  sale  of  land,  the  means  of  work- 
ing their  farms  profitably.  By  doing  that  they 
would  advance  the  interests  of  the  colony.  Any 
person  who  travelled  through  the  district  would 
see  at  once  that  railway  communication  was  abso- 
lutely necessary,  and  that  it  should  be  pushed 
forward  without  delay,  so  that  after  the  coming 
harvest  the  settlers  could  be  assi^led  in  getting 
their  produce  to  market. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "That, 
with  the  view  of  giving  effect  to  the  petition  re- 
cently presented  to  the  Government  by  the  settlers 
in  the  Tapanui  and  Waikaia  District,  and  of 
enabling  l!iem  to  get  their  produce  to  market, 
the  Government  be  requested  to  take  the  neces- 
sary action  to  have  the  branch  railway  line  from 
Waipahi  to  Poinahaka  Bridge  opened  for  traffic 
with  the  least  possible  delay." — {Mr.  Ireland.) 

Mr.  OLIVER  said  the  subject  had  already 
been  before  tho  House  in  the  form  of  a  question  ; 
and  he  then  explained  that  the  contract  was  let 
on  peculiar  terms,  which  were,  that  the  payments 
should  be  made  only  after  the  railway  was  com- 
pleted. The  payments,  which  were  to  be  divided 
into  three  periods,  were  to  be  made  at  60,  120, 
and  180  days.    The  contractor,  as  the  honorable 


member  for  Waikaia  had  pointed  out,  carried  on 
the  work  with  reasonable  speed  for  some  time ;  bat, 
apparently,  he  had  felt  the  pressure  of  the  timet 
like  other  people,  and  the  work  had  been  neg- 
lected— so  much  so  that  it  did  not  seem  at  all 
probable  that  the  line  would  be  completed  within 
the  contract  time.  Indeed,  it  was  not  easy  to  say 
now  when  it  would  be  completed.  The  Gk)vem- 
ment  recognized  the  difficulties  which  the  settlers 
laboured  under  from  the  want  of  communication. 
He  knew  that  they  had  been  compelled  to  sacri- 
fice their  crops  for  prices  which  were  far  from 
being  remunerative  to  them.  The  Government 
regarded  this  as  a  strong  reasoh  why  the  con- 
tract should  be  varied ;  but  he  need  hardly  re- 
mind the  House  that,  after  all,  it  was  a  question 
of  ways  and  means — a  question  how  the  fnnds 
were  to  be  provided,  ^ome  time  ago  the  House 
authorized  the  putting  aside  of  a  tract  of  land  to 
furnish  the  funds  to  pay  the  contractor  after  the 
railway  was  completed,  and,  of  course,  under  the 
present  circumstances  it  would  be  very  desirable 
to  put  off  the  day  of  payment  as  long  as  possible. 
If  the  honorable  member  would  withdraw  Lis 
motion,  and  the  House  would  intrust  the  matter 
to  the  Government,  he  would  undertake  that  the 
fullest  consideration  should  be  given  to  it,  and 
they  would,  if  possible,  endeavour  to  arrange  terms 
with  the  contractor  which  would  justify  them  in 
taking  over  so  much  of  the  railway  as  woidd  en- 
able them  to  pay  for  the  continued  progress  of 
the  work.  He  could  give  no  positive  pledge,  how- 
ever, that  that  course  would  be  followed,  because, 
as  he  had  just  stated,  the  difficulty  lay  in  obtain- 
ing the  money.  After  what  he  liad  said,  he 
thought  the  honorable  gentleman  would  be  best 
deserving  the  interests  of  his  constituents  by 
withdrawing  the  motion,  and  leaving  the  matter 
in  the  hands  of  the  Government,  to  take  what 
steps  th'»T  thought  most  desinible. 

Mr.  MAC  ANDREW  could  not  see  why  the 
motion  should  not  be  accepted  by  the  Gorem- 
ment.  There  was  really  no  difference  between 
the  terms  of  the  motion  and  the  honorable 
gentleman's  proposal.  If  he  were  in  the  honor- 
able gentleman's  position  he  would  prefer  being 
fortified  by  i»uch  a  resolution.  There  was  no 
difficulty  whatever  in  paying  for  the  line.  Thers 
were  forty  thousand  acres  of  Innd  which  could 
be  put  into  the  market  at  once,  which,  notwith- 
standing the  bad  times,  would  fetch  £2  per  acre. 
He  did  not  know  what  this  portion  of  the  line 
would  cost :  probably  it  would  cost  from  £25,000 
to  £30,000 ;  so  that  there  would  be  no  necessity 
for  putting  the  whole  of  the  land  into  the  market 
at  once.  If  the  line  were  made  up  to  the  point 
indicated  in  the  resolution,  it  would  save  the 
worst  part  of  the  road — namely,  the  part  over 
the  Conical  Hills,  which  was  steep  and  almost 
impassable,  and  prevented  the  people  getting 
their  produce  to  market.  He  really  thought  that 
if  the  Government  were  in  earnest  they  should 
accept  this  proposal,  and  take  steps  to  open 
the  line  as  far  as  the  Pomahaka  Bridge.  The 
whole  contract  was  to  be  finished  by  July  next 
year,  and  it  was  by  no  means  certain  that  it  would 
not  be  finiiihed  ere  then,  notwithstanding  the  pre- 
sent state  of  the  money  market.    He  had  reason 
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to  know  that  but  for  a  breach  of  faith  on  the  part  | 
of  one  of  the  great  monetary  institutions  of  the 
colonj  this  part  of  the  line  would   hare   been  ; 
finlBhed  in  a  month  or  two  ;   but  in  consequence 
of  that  breach  of  faith  the  contractor  had  ex- 
perienced great  difficulty.    He  indorsed  all  that 
had  been  said   by  the  honorable   member  for 
Waikaia.    There  was  an   immense  quantity   of 
produce  hermetically  sealed  in  that  part  of  the 
plain,  which  would  hare  to  remain  there  until 
the  line  was  made  to  the  Pomahaka  Bridge.,  The 
people  in  the  district  took  up  their  land  on  the 
strength  of  the   promise   that  the   road  would 
be  made.      That  road   had  not  been  made  be- 
cause the  Government  undertook  to   substitute 
the  railway  for  the  road ;  and  they  had  a  great 
claim  on  the  Legislature.    The  Tapanui  branch 
diverged  from  the  main  line  at  Waipahi,  and  if 
opened  to   the  bridge   it  would  bring  a  large 
amount  of  traffic  to  the  main  line,  which  was 
an  important  consideration ;  and  in  the  interests 
of  the  main  line  it  ought  to  be  opened  for  traffic 
at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 

Mr.  KELLY  sympathized  very  much  with 
the  people  in  this  district,  who  certainly  ought  to 
have  eveiT  facility  for  bringing  their  crops  to 
market.  But  they  should  all  start  fair.  If  the 
people  of  this  particular  district  were  to  get  a 
branch  railway  to  bring  their  crops  to  market,  the 
people  of  other  districts  in  the  North  Island 
ebould  have  ordinary  roads  to  enable  them  to 
bring  their  produce  to  market.  The  whole  ques- 
tion, as  stated  by  the  Minister  for  Public  Works, 
was  one  of  finance ;  and,  if  the  Government  agreed 
to  thi«  resolution,  he  would  undertake  to  "  for- 
tify" them  with  many  other  resolutions  in  the 
course  of  a  week  which  would  enable  them  to  do 
justice  to  settlers  in  many  other  parts  of  the 
colony  who  had  no  means  of  bringing  their  crops 
to  market.  In  the  Province  of  Taranaki  the 
settlers  of  many  districts  could  scarcely  bring 
themselves  to  market,  much  less  their  crops. 
They  could  scarcely  get  along  the  roads  in  the 
winter  to  obtain  supplies  for  their  families.  He 
really  thought  the  honorable  gentleman  should 
withdraw  the  resolution.  It  was  not  to  be  sup- 
posed, even  if  he  should  succeed  in  carrying  it  by 
a  snatch-vote,  that  the  Government  were  bound 
to  act  upon  it.  The  honorable  gentleman  had 
this  advantage :  that  a  contract  for  the  construc- 
tion of  the  railway  had  already  been  entered  into. 
He  wished  he  could  say  the  same  for  many  dis- 
tricts in  the  North  Island.  If  they  had  contracts 
let  for  branch  lines  in  many  districts  in  the  North, 
they  would  not  press  the  Government  for  much. 
In  this  particular  case,  if  the  contractor  did  not 
fulfil  his  engagement,  that  was  a  matter  to  be 
dealt  with  by  the  Government.  It  was  not  for 
the  House  to  meddle  with  it  at  all.  The  whole 
question  was  a  very  large  one,  and  the  honorable 
gentleman  ought  to  be  satisfied  with  bringing  it 
before  the  House,  and  thus  showing  his  constitu- 
ents that  he  had  a  great  regard  for  their  interests. 

Mr.  McLEAN  hoped  the  honorable  gentleman 
would,  for  his  own  sake,  withdraw  the  resolution. 
If  his  proposal  were  that  the  Government  should 
allow  the  contractor  to  open  a  certain  portion  of 
the  line  himselfi  and  carry  this  freight,  there 


would  be  no  objection ;  but  to  any  other  course 
he  did  not  think  the  Government  would  be  wise 
to  commit  itself.  This  was  the  celebrated  Tapa- 
nui contract,  entered  into  so  hurriedly  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers,  and  which 
was  to  do  such  grand  things  for  the  colony,  but 
the  result  of  which  was  shown  by  this  resolution. 
The  contract  was  let  on  exceptional  terms.  The 
contitustor  was  given  a  period  of  two  years  to 
construct  the  line,  and  no  payment  was  to  be 
made  for  it  until  the  whole  work  had  been  com- 
pleted. And  yet  the  honorable  gentleman  now 
proposed  to  break  that  contract,  and  give  the 
contractor  further  exceptionally  favourable  terms. 
It  was  a  most  monstrous  proposition.  In  such  a 
hurry  was  the  honorable  member  for  Port  Chal- 
mers to  accept  that  contract  that  he  believed  the 
tender  was  put  in  at  twelve  o'clock,  in  Dunedin, 
one  day,  and  the  extraordinai7  course  was  taken 
of  telegraphing  it  at  once  to  Wellington,  and  it 
was  accepted  either  that  afternoon  or  the  next 
morning.  Let  the  law  take  its  course,  and,  if  the 
contractor  was  not  prepared  to  go  on  with  his 
contract,  let  him  be  compelled  to  do  so  or  hand 
it  over  to  the  GoTomment.  He  did  not  know 
what  reason  the  honorable  gentleman  had  for 
saying  that  the  contractor  had  been  hindered  in 
his  work  through  the  action  of  a  certain  financial 
institution.  He  did  not  know  where  the  honor- 
able gentleman  got  his  information  from — pos- 
sibly from  the  contractor;  and,  if  so,  it  must  be 
remembered  that  there  were  two  sides  to  every 
question.  He  was  bound  to  say  that,  if  any  finan- 
cial institution  had  been  interested  in  the  matter, 
it  would  have  kept  faith  with  the  contractor. 
However,  he  could  not  speak  from  any  personal 
knowledge  on  this  subject,  as  this  was  the  first 
he  had  ever  heard  of  it.  If  this  land  were  now 
forced  into  the  market,  it  must  result  in  very 
great  loss.  There  were  no  land  sales  going  on 
just  now,  because  there  was  no  money  in  the 
country  to  lay  out  in  the  purchase  of  land  ;  and 
until  this  monetary  depression  ceased  it  would  be 
most  unwii»e  to  press  any  land  into  the  market. 
He  quite  sympathised  with  the  grievance  the 
settlers  in  this  district  laboured  under  through 
the  proceeds  of  the  land  sales  there  having  been 
taken  away  from  them,  and  their  never  even  get- 
ting a  road  made.  However,  that  had  nothing  to 
do  with  this  contract.  If  the  honorable  gentle- 
man wanted  the  Government  to  compel  this  con- 
tractor to  carry  out  his  contract,  he  ought  to  with- 
draw his  resolution,  and  leavo  the  matter  in  the 
hands  of  the  Government.  He  had  no  doubt 
they  would  allow  the  contractor  to  open  a  portion 
of  the  line  and  work  it  at  his  own  risk ;  but  the 
House  should  not  interfere  in  these  matters.  The 
contractor  had  got  very  good  terms  for  the  con- 
struction of  this  line,  and  be  should  be  compelled 
to  carry  out  his  contract.  If  the  resolution  were 
pressed  to  a  division  he  would  be  compelled  to. 
vote  against  it,  although  very  unwillingly. 

Mr.  PYKE  did  not  understand  what  the 
honorable  member  for  Waikouaili  meant  when 
he  said  that  the  mover  of  this  resolution  asked 
the  Gk>vernment  to  break  the  contract  for  the 
advantage  of  the  contractor.  He  was  perfectly 
certain  Qie  honorable  member  for  Waikaia  wiahod 
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for  nothing  of  the  kind,  and  the  resolution  would 
have  no  such  effect  if  carried  out  in  the  spirit  in 
which  it  was  put  upon  the  Order  Paper.  As  far 
as  he  understood  the  matter  it  was  this:  This 
contract  was  of  a  peculiar  nature.  It  was  to  be 
paid  for  when  the  whole  work  was  completed. 
The  work  had  been  gone  on  with  to  a  certain 
extent,  and,  as  usual,  there  it  stopped.  That  he 
belicTed  to  be  a  feature  which  characterized  many 
contracts  entered  into  bj  tlie  General  Govern- 
ment. The  duty  of  the  Grovernment  was  plain : 
and  when  he  said  "  the  Gk)vernment  "  he  used  the 
word  in  its  continuous  sense,  for  the  Government 
never  died.  That  duty  was,  to  enforce  the  terms 
of  the  contract.  If  the  contractor  would  not  finish 
his  work  he  presumed  there  wore  conditions  which 
would  compel  him  either  to  go  on  with  it,  or  hand 
it  over  to  the  Government  at  great  loss  to  himself, 
in  order  that  the^  might  proceed  with  it.  It  waa 
a  pitiable  and  miserable  thing  to  see  the  interests 
of  the  country  bandied  about  between  the  Go- 
vernment and  contractors.  Simply  because  a 
fight  arose  between  parties,  the  interests  of  the 
country  were  being  cut  to  shreds  like  a  piece 
of  paper  between  the  two  blades  of  a  pair  of 
scissors.  It  was  a  pitiable  thing  to  see  a  matter 
of  so  much  importance  to  a  large  portion  of  the 
community  treated  as  a  party  question.  He  was 
not  going  to  treat  it  in  that  spirit.  This  was  a 
work  which  the  House  three  years  ago  affirmed 
to  be  of  essential  importance.  It  might  be  said 
that  some  precipitancy  was  shown  by  the  Go- 
vernment in  accepting  the  contract;  but  the 
contract  had  been  accepted  and  the  work  gone 
on  with.  And,  now,  what  the  Government  was 
asked  to  do — and,  if  the  resolution  did  not  mean 
that,  he  would  not  support  it — was  to  put  the 
contract  into  force,  and  compel  the  contractor  to 
go  on,  or  to  abandon  the  work  at  his  own  loss. 
This  was  only  a  short  line  of  about  ten  or  twelve 
miles  between  Waipahi  and  Pomahaka,  a  great 
portion  of  which,  he  believed,  was  already  formed ; 
but  the  Government  chose  to  allow  the  contractor 
to  fold  his  hands  and  do  nothing,  while  the  best 
interests  of  the  country  were  suffering  because 
they  would  not  enforce  the  terms  of  the  contract. 
Ho  said  to  the  Government,  Enforce  the  condi- 
tions of  this  contract,  no  matter  how  hard  they 
may  be.  It  was  time  contractors  should  know 
that  if  they  entered  into  contracts  with  the  Go- 
vernment those  contracts  would  be  enforced  with 
as  much  stringency  as  if  they  had  been  entered 
into  with  private  individuals.  These  contractors 
had  fattened  and  battened  on  the  weakness  of 
successive  Governments,  and  the  time  had  come 
wlien  they  should  be  taught  that  there  was  to  be 
a  change  in  that  state  of  things,  and  that  the 
terms  of  their  contracts  would  be  enforced.  That 
was  his  understanding  of  the  resolution,  and 
therefore  he  would  support  it. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  did  not  at  all  understand 
the  resolution  in  that  way.  His  understanding 
of  it  was,  that  it  specifically  asked  the  Govern- 
ment to  break  the  terms  of  the  contract.  When 
the  matter  first  came  before  the  House  the  con- 
tract specified  that  the  whole  of  the  line  was  to 
be  completed  before  any  portion  was  handed  over 
or  any  payment  made  to  the  contractor.  Now, 
Mr.  Pifk$ 


he  took  it  that  this  resolution  was  brought  for- 
ward with  a  view  to  enable  the^e  unfortunate 
settlers  who  expected  to  get  a  road,  and  did  not 
get  it,  to  be  able  to  use  a  portion  of  the  line 
before  the  date  at  which  the  contract  said  the 
line  was  to  be  completed.  , 

Mr.  IRELAND.— No.  The  time  for  the  com- 
pletion is  May. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.— If  the  meaning  of  the 
resolution  was,  that  the  line  Was  not  to  be  used 
until  completed  in  May,  there  was  not  much  use 
in  debating  the  question  further,  as  no  doubt  the 
Government  would  enforce  the  contract.  Bat 
what  he  understood  was  that,  as  the  line  was 
nearly  completed,  it  might  be  opened  in  a  rerj 
short  space  of  time,  and  the  people  want^  the  6k>- 
vemment  to  tske  steps  to  have  it  opened.  That 
would  put  the  Government  in  a  false  position.  He 
took  it,  the  contractor  would  very  much  like  to 
get  hold  of  some  of  the  money ;  and  the  resolu- 
tion would  enable  the  GK)vemment  to  make  easy 
terms  with  him,  so  as  to  get  hold  of  a  portion 
of  the  line  in  a  short  time.  Of  course  he  (Mr. 
Richardson)  had  never  approved  of  this  contract, 
and  thought  the  Government  should  be  exceed- 
ingly careful  of  the  way  in  which  they  touched 
the  terms  of  it  j  otherwise  the  country  might  be 
put  to  a  serious  loss.  If  he  was  to  understand 
that  the  mover  only  wanted  the  terms  of  the  con- 
tract carried  out,  the  matter  would  be  very  much 
simplified,  and  the  Government  need  only  compel 
the  contractor  to  carry  out  those  terms.  He 
only  trusted  that  the  bringing-forward  of  this 
resolution,  and  the  result  of  this  contract,  would 
have  the  effect  of  stopping  any  future  action  in 
the  same  direction  by  any  Government  that  might 
be  in  power. 

Mr.  MURRAY  would  like  to  know  if  the 
honorable  gentleman  proposed  to  withdraw  the 
motion.  If  so,  he  would  not  move  an  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  IRELAND  would  have  to  hear  some  far 
better  reasons  than  he  had  yet  heard  before  he 
consented  to  withdraw  his  resolution. 

Mr.  MURRAY, said  this  was  a  product  of 
the  slipshod  arrangements  of  certain  honorable 
gentlemen ;  and  on  a  former  occasion  it  was 
pointed  out  that  almost  identical  results  would 
follow  with  those  they  now  had  before  them.  It 
was  pointed  out  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Christchuroh  City  (Mr.  Richardson)  and  others  at 
the  time  that  this  would  bo  the  consequence 
of  the  peculiar  arrangement  entered  into  with- 
out the  authority  of  the  House.  They  were 
now  asked,  at  the  nominal  request  of  certain 
settlers,  to  open  a  section  of  a  railway.  He 
knew  that  in  another  case  —  the  Auckland- 
Mercer  line — the  contractors  got  the  settlers  to 
agitate  to  have  the  line  taken  over  before  it  was 
fairly  finished.  They  had  the  same  thing  here. 
These  settlers  were  probably  induced  by  the  con- 
tractor to  get  up  this  petition,  asking  the  House  to 
force  the  Government  to  depart  from  the  terms 
of  the  contract.  It  was  most  unfair  to  other 
contractors  that  this  specially-privileged  indivi- 
dual should  be  allowed  certain  terms  for  making 
the  railway,  and  then,  when  he  was  not  able  to 
carry  out  those  conditions,  that  they  should  be 
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asked  to  excuse  him  from  carrjing  out  bis  con- 
tract. He  w\}uld  more,  as  an  amendment,  That 
the  resolution  should  read  as  follows :  "  That  the 
GoTemment  be  requested  to  enforce  the  terms  of 
the  contract,  so  as  to  have  the  branch  railway 
line  from  Waipahi  to  Pomahaka  Bridge  opened 
for  traffic  with  the  least  possible  delay."  If  it 
was  desired  to  allow  the  contractor  to  escape 
from  the  consequences  of  his  contract,  honorable 
members  would  rote  against  the  amendment ; 
but,  if  it  was  the  desire  of  the  House  to  meet 
the  wishes  of  those  settlers  who  were  deprived 
of  the  means  of  carrying  their  produce  to  market, 
they  would  support  his  amendment.  That  would 
not  form  the  injurious  precedent  of  breaking  a 
contract.  They  should  aToid  tampering  with 
any  contract,  considering  the  large  business  trans- 
actions in  which  the  Qoremment  were  engaged. 

Mr.  GIBBS  seconded  the  amendment  pro 
formd.  He  had  always  taken  considerable  in- 
terest in  what  was  called  the  Tapanui  job.  One 
reason  was,  because  of  the  rumours  that  )iad  been 
going  about  as  to  the  peculiarity  of  the  contract 
and  job,  as  it  was  termed.  Another  reason  was 
a  more  personal  one,  or,  rather,  one  more  imme- 
diately affecting  his  constituents.  At  the  time 
this  resolution  was  passed  affirming  the  principle 
of  making  this  reserve  for  the  railway,  there 
was  another  resolution  passed  in  favour  of  a 
similar  work  in  his  district,  for  which  the  late 
Minister  for  Public  Works  kindly  voted.  This 
Tapanui  Bailway,  he  heard,  was  nearly  approach- 
ing completion  ;  but,  as  to  the  settlers'  produce 
being  hermetically  seoled  though  want  of  roads, 
the  Government  could  not  take  that  question 
in  hand  in  the  Tapanui  District  without  taking 
a  wider  range,  and  looking  to  other  parts  of  the 
country  which  were  also  hermetically  sealed.  It 
was  a  serious  question  for  the  Government  to 
take  over  such  a  work  as  this  and  say  they 
were  prepared  to  complete  the  work  of  the  con- 
tractors. If  they  were  prepared  to  do  that, 
as  the  honorable  n)cmber  for  New  Plymouth 
said,  other  honorable  members  wotild  be  able 
to  afford  the  Government  plenty  of  opportunities, 
by  resolutions  of  the  same  character  for  every 
part  of  the  countir  which  they  represented.  Per- 
naps  the  honorable  member  would  inform  the 
House  what  was  the  character  of  the  penalties 
attached  to  the  non- performance  of  this  contract. 

Mr.  OLIVER  said  that,  with  the  exception  of 
the  terms  of  payment,  the  contract  was  in  the 
usual  form. 

Mr.  IRELAND  would  accept  the  amendment 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Bruce.  Not  know- 
ing exactly  the  position  in  which  the  Government 
were  placed  in  regard  to  penalties,  he  had  thought 
it  would  be  better  to  leave  it  to  themselves  to 
arrange  the  terms.  His  own  feelings  were  alto- 
gether in  favour  either  of  insisting  upon  the 
GoTemment  taking  the  work  in  hand  or  else 
compelling  the  contractors  to  finish  it.  He 
was  sorry  to  see  that  a  feeling  of  jealousy  had 
crept  into  this  matter.  The  honorable  member 
for  New  Plymouth  said  there  were  other  districts 
in  a  worse  position  than  Tapanui.  But  if  they 
saw  a  man  drowning,  ought  they  refuse  to  save 
him  because  there  were  several  others  in  a  simi- 

YOL.  xzznL— ae. 


lar  position?  That  also  answered  the  objection 
of  the  honorable  member  for  CToUingwood.  He 
would  accept  the  amendment,  and  hoped  the 
motion  would  be  carried.  He  was  induced  to 
take  this  course  from  a  rumour — it  might  be 
well  founded  or  not  —  that  the  contractors  in 
question  were  rather  fond  of  what  was  commonly 
osllod  "  pointing." 

Colonel  TRIMBLE  hoped  that  the  motion  and 
amendment  would  be  withdravm.  The  Govern- 
ment assured  the  honorable  member  that  the 
work  would  be  pushed  forward  as  fast  as  circum- 
stances would  permit.  The  contractor,  he  under- 
stood. Was  not  in  a  position  at  present  to  carry 
on  the  contract;  and  therefore  to  enforce  the 
penalty  clauses  would  be  a  mere  waste  of  energy. 
He  did  not  think  the  Government  should  be 
hampered  by  a  resolution  of  the  House.  This 
might  easily  degenerate  into  a  party  matter ;  and 
he  did  not  think  they  wanted  t^  get  into  a  party 
struggle  on  a  question  of  this  kind.  He  thought 
the  honorable  gentleman  would  obtain  more  by 
withdrawingthe  motion  altogether. 

Mr.  STEWART  intended  at  first  to  oppose 
the  resolution  of  the  honorable  member  for  Wai- 
kaia,  simply  for  the  reason  that  it  might  hamper 
the  Gt>vernment  in  dealing  with  the  contractor. 
It  was  not  desirable  that  the  House  should  com- 
mit itself  to  any  instructions  to  the  Government 
upon  questions  of  detail  which  might  have  to  bo 
decided  in  negotiating  terms  with  the  contractors. 
However,  after  the  explanation  given  by  one  or 
two  members  of  the  House  regarding  the  interpre- 
tation to  be  placed  upon  this  resolution — namely, 
that  it  was  merely  intended  as  an  indication  of 
the  wi»h  of  the  House  that  the  Government 
should  see  that  the  terms  of  the  contract  were 
fairly  carried  out — he  had  made  up  his  mind  to 
support  the  resolution.  The  amendment  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Bruce  went  somewhat  too 
far,  as  it  might  be  giving  instructions  to  the 
Government  to  do  what  they  themselves  might 
feel  to  be  an  injustice.  It  was  yery  well  known 
tliat,  although  penalties  were  provided  for  in 
contracts,  exceptional  circumstances  might  arise 
which  would  render  it  inequitable  to  enforce 
those  penalties  by  adhering  to  a  hard-and-fast 
rule.  Therefore  he  would  not  be  disposed  to 
give  such  specific  instructions  to  the  Government 
as  to  say  that  they  were  under  no  circum- 
stances to  allow  the  contractor  further  delay,  and 
that  they  were  to  enforce  the  penalties.  That 
might  prevent  the  contractor  from  getting  any 
remuneration  whatever.  The  amendment,  if 
acted  on,  might  operate  unjustly,  and  it  would 
be  better  to  exercise  discretion  —  which  no  doubt 
would  be  exercised  fairly  —  in  dealing  with  the 
contractor,  in  determining  whether  or  not  he 
was  to  blame  for  not  carrying  out  the  terms 
agreed  to.  A  great  deal  bad  been  said  about  the 
terms  of  the  contract.  He  was  not  acquainted 
with  the  details,  but  he  believed  the  contractor 
would  now  much  rather  have  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  contract.  Instead  of  "having"  the 
Government,  it  seemed  that  he  had  been  "  had  " 
by  the  Government.  Judging  of  the  matter 
I  from  results,  he  did  not  think  any  unwise  ar- 
rangement was  made  at  the  time  the  Govem- 
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roent  entered  into  this  contract.  He  was  not  in 
a  position  to  s&j  vrhat  motives  prompted  the 
entering  into  the  contract,  but,  looking  at  it 
merely  as  a  business  transaction,  the  contractor 
had  had  slightly  the  worse  of  it.  For  these  rea- 
sons he  would  rote  aji^ainst  the  motion  in  its 
amended  form,  and  allow  the  QoTernment  to 
exercise  its  discretion  in  doing  what  was  best  in 
the  interest  of  the  country. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  said  the  subject  of  the 
Tapanui  Railway  had  been  discussed  oyer  and 
orer  again  in  previous  sessions,  until  it  had  been 
worn  thre-tdbare.  He  would  not  follow  the  re- 
marks made  by  the  honorable  member  for  Wai- 
kouaiti.  They  could  not  get  a  better  example  of 
the  wretched  party  feeling  which  existed,  and 
which  was  evinced  to  the  detriment  of  the  real 
interests  of  the  country.  He  did  not  know  any- 
thing more  legitimate  than  the  whole  of  the  busi- 
ness connected  with  tliat  railway  ;  and  yet  it  had 
been  the  subject  of  abuse,  and  misrepresentation, 
and  much  party  feeling.  What  was  the  state  of 
the  case  now  P  Many  hundreds  of  people  had 
been  making  cultivations  for  the  last  few  years  on 
the  strength  of  being  able  to  get  their  produce  to 
market.  It  would  have  been  in  the  power  of  the 
Government  to  meet  their  wishes  within  the 
next  two  months  ;  but  suddenly  the  old  party  feel- 
ing, as  represented  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Waikouaiti,  interfered,  and  the  thing  apparently 
was  not  to  be  done.  TJie  amendment  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Bruce  asked  the  Government  to 
enforce  the  terms  of  the  contract.  Very  well ;  let 
them  do  so.  That  would  mean  that  the  settlers 
could  not  have  the  benefit  of  the  railway  until 
the  middle  of  next  year — until  June  or  July, 
1880.  Of  course  the  terms  of  the  contract 
would  be  enforced  in  any  case.  What  the  House 
was  asked  to  do  was  to  recommend  the  Govern- 
ment to  make  provision  for  enabling  people  to 
have  the  advantage  of  tlie  railway  up  to  Poma- 
haka  Bridge  in  time  for  the  next  narvest.  That 
was  surely  a  reasonable  request.  He  hoped  the 
House  would  not  be  deterred  from  putting  on 
record  its  expression  of  opinion  simply  on  account 
of  the  dog-in-the-manger  arguments  brought  for- 
ward by  the  honorable  member  for  New  Plymouth, 
the  honorable  member  for  Colling  wood,  and  other 
honorable  members.  Ho  thought  the  contract 
entered  into  was  a  first-rate  arrangement  for  the 
colony,  and  he  only  wished  they  had  got  fifty 
contracts  let  on  similar  terms.  At  the  time  the 
contract  was  let  the  arrangement  was  a  very 
advantageous  one  for  the  colony.  He  believed 
the  time  was  coming  when  they  would  find  they 
would  not  be  able  to  make  railways  on  any  other 
terms.  The  railways  would  be  left  unmade  unless 
they  coidd  make  them  on  similar  terms.  This 
railway  was  to  be  made  out  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  sale  of  lands,  the  value  of  which  would  be 
greatly  enhanced  by  the  construction  of  the  rail- 
way. The  railway  was  to  be  made  on  a  time 
contract,  so  as  to  enable  the  land  to  be  brought 
into  the  market.  From  his  own  personal  know- 
ledge he  could  say  that,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
failure  of  a  certain  monetaiy  institution  to  carry 
out  its  engagements,  the  railway  would  have 
been  completed  months  within  the  contract  time. 
Mr,  Stewart 


Mr.  McLEAN.— Who  told  you  ? 

Mr.  MACANDREW  said  it  was  not  likely  he 
would  state  who  had  told  him.  He  had  it  oaths 
best  authority,  and,  if  necessary,  could  prove  it 
Indeed,  he  was  rather  astonished  at  the  oontnc- 
tor  not  having  taken  action  to  enforce  an  equit- 
able engagement  which  had  been  entered  into. 
He  hoped  the  honorable  member  for  Waikaia 
would  not  consent  to  the  amendment,  but  would 
press  the  motion,  and  let  the  country  see  what 
was  the  feeling  of  the  House  in  regard  to  the 
question.  Objections  were  raised,  and  paKy  ar- 
guments used,  because  one  of  the  contractors  was 
alleged  to  be  a  friend  of  his  (Mr.  Macandrew's) : 
indeed,  it  had  been  said  that  they  were  partnets. 
He  hoped  the  House  would  insist  upon  carrjing 
the  resolution,  and  would  study  the  interest  o2 
the  country  rather  than  be  influenced  by  mere 
party  considerations. 

Mr.  MoLEAN  said  that,  if  the  motion  had  been 
brought  forward  by  any  honorable  member  on  the 
Government  side  of  the  House,  he  would  hare 
taken  up  exactly  the  same  position.  A  contract 
had  been  entered  into,  and  it  ought  to  be  com- 
pleted. He  was  just  as  anxious  to  get  this  rail- 
way opened  as  was  the  honorable  member.  He 
had  taken  the  right  way  to  get  it  opened,  and  the 
honorable  member  had  taken  the  wrong  way.  If 
they  took  the  matter  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Go- 
vernment, it  would  only  cause  delay  in  the  open- 
ing of  the  railway.  He  was  prepared  to  leave  the 
mat  ter  in  the  hands  of  the  Government  to  deal 
with  it  as  judiciously  as  they  could.  So  far  at 
he  was  concerned,  they  might  make  arrangements 
that  portions  of  the  line  could  be  opened,  so  long 
as  they  did  not  meddle  with  or  injure  the  con- 
tract, or  render  themselves  liable  in  any  way. 
They  knew  the  man  they  had  to  deal  with.  They 
knew  that  in  every  contract  he  had  had  he  had 
been  a  trouble  to  every  Government. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.— No. 

Mr.  McLEAN.  —  The  honorable  gentleman 
knew  that  as  well  as  he  did. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.— No. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — ^They  knew  that,  with  regard 
to  the  Southland  Western  Railway,  enormous 
sums  had  to  be  paid  as  compensation.  They  knew 
that  there  was  a  contract  in  his  (Mr.  McLean's) 
own  district  on  which  a  number  of  men  had 
been  employed  ever  since  it  was  taken  over. 
He  could  name  a  number  of  other  contracts  in 
the  same  condition.  The  honorable  member  for 
Port  Chalmers  had  stated  that  this  Tapanui 
Railway  contract  was  a  fair  contract.  He  imew 
the  kindly  feeling  which  existed  between  that 
honorable  gentleman  and  the  contractor,  but  he 
would  say  nothing  further  with  regard  to  that 
The  honorable  member  for  Waikaia  would  be 
consulting  his  own  interest  and  the  interest  of 
his  constituents  if  he  withdrew  his  motion.  He 
might  say  that  a  large  number  of  his  (Mr. 
McLean's)  own  friends  would  like  to  see  the  line 
opened,  and  he  was  himself  anxious,  for  the  sake 
of  those  people,  to  see  this  railway  opened ;  but  he 
would  not  like  the  Government  to  give  the  conlrae- 
tofs  any  opportunity  of  saying  that  this  House 
had  interfered  with  them.  He  thought  it  was  a 
most  unfidr  statement  of  the  honorable  member 
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for  Fort  Chalmers  to  make  to  the  House,  that 
be  knew  of  his  own  knowledge  that  there  had 
been  a  breach  of  contract  with  the  contractor  on 
the  part  of  a  monetary  institution.  He  (Mr. 
McLean)  had  nerer  lieard  of  it  before.  It  was 
unfair  to  take  the  word  of  the  contractor,  be- 
cause there  were  alwajs  two  sides  to  a  question. 
It  was  unfair  to  make  that  statement,  because  no 
doubt  the  otlicr  party  would  be  able  to  give  a  good 
excuse  for  any  action  that  was  taken.  He  (Mr. 
McLean)  would  hare  been  well  pleased  to  haye  seen 
ilie  contract  proceeded  with  on  the  terms  entered 
into.  It  was  only  right,  in  regard  to  the  con- 
tractor, that  the  terms  of  his  contract  should  be 
strictly  enforced.  Either  that  should  be  done, 
or  the  honorable  member  for  Waikaia  should 
withdraw  his  resolution,  and  allow  the  Govern- 
ment to  deal  as  beat  they  could  witli  the  contract, 
in  the  interest  of  the  country  and  in  the  interest 
of  the  contractor.  He  was  quite  willing  to  leayo 
it  in  their  hands ;  but,  if  the  resolution  was  to  be 
pot,  he  should  insist  upon  the  amendment  being 
put  also.  He  had  no  party  feeling  whatever  in 
the  matter.  He  could  not  support  anything 
brought  forward  which  he  did  not  believe  to  be 
right  in  itself.  If  he  believed  a  thing  to  be  right 
he  would  support  it,  whether  brought  forward  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers  or  by 
any  other  honorable  member. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  wished  to  make  a  per- 
soual  explanation,  in  justice  to  a  man  who  was 
unable  to  defend  himself.  With  regard  to  this 
contractor,  he  had  the  assurance  of  Mr.  Car- 
ruthers,  and  of  every  engineer  in  charge  of  the 
works  of  the  Q^neral  Government,  that  he  was 
one  of  the  most  satisfactory  contractors  they  ever 
had  anything  to  do  with.  That  was  invariably 
the  character  he  had  received  of  the  contractor  in 
question  from  Mr.  Carruthers  and  his  successors. 

Mr.  SHBIMSKI  said  the  honorable  member 
for  Waikouaiti  had  complained  of  this  contractor 
not  haying  satisfactorily  completed  the  contract 
for  the  main  trunk  line.  Who  was  to  blame  for 
that?  It  was  during  the  time  the  honorable 
member  for  Waikouaili  was  a  member  of  the 
6K>vemment  that  the  contract  was  giren  to  this 
contractor.  If  the  works  were  badly  constructed 
the  GK)vernment  engineers  were  to  blame,  and 
not  the  contractor. 

Mr.  McLEAN  said  the  contract  was  taken  over 
long  after  he  had  ceased  to  be  a  member  of  the 
Government. 

Mr.  SUKIMSKI  said,  if  the  work  was  badly 
constructed,  the  Fublio  Works  Department  was 
to  blame,  and  not  the  contractor.  With  refer- 
ence to  the  Cromwell  Bridge,  if  the  engineers 
nuade  wrong  plans  and  specifications,  the  con- 
tractor should  not  be  held  responsible  for  any 
nccident.  Such  arguments  as  had  been  used  had 
only  been  brought  up  to  heap  insult  upon  the 
honorable  member  for  Pott  Chalmers,  without 
any  reason. 

Mr.  OLIVER  said  the  contract  had  been 
entered  into  by  the  honorable  member  for  Port 
Chalmers  when  Minister  for  Public  Works.  The 
terms  of  the  contract  obliged  the  contractor  to 
finish  the  line  completely  and  hand  it  over  to  the 
OoTemment  upon  a  certain  date.    The  resolution 


of  the  honorable  member  for  Waikaia  requested 
the  Government  to  accept  a  portion  of  the  con- 
tract  and  open  a  part  of  the  line  for  traffic  while 
the  other  part  was  incomplete.  The  amendment 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Bruce  called  upon 
the  Government  to  strictly  enforce  the  terms  of 
the  contract.  Both  of  these  would  have  a  con- 
trary effect  to  that  which  the  honorable  member 
for  Waikaia  desired.  His  desire,  no  doubt,' was 
to  enable  his  constituents  to  bring  their  produce 
to  market.  If  the  honorable  gentlepian  would 
only  adopt  his  (Mr.  Oliver's)  suggestion  and 
withdraw  the  motion  altogether,  leaving  it  to  the 
Government,  if  they  found  themselves  in  pos- 
session of  funds  for  the  purpose*,  to  deal  with 
this  difficulty,  he  would  possibly  arrive  at  the 
object  he  desired.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
House  affirmed  the  proposition  as  it  stood — 
namely,  that  the  terms  of  the  contract  should  be 
rigidly  adhered  to— then  he  was  of  opinion,  as  at 

f>resent  advised,  that  nothing  would  result  except 
OSS  to  the  country  and  loss  to  the  contractors. 
The  contract,  in  that  case,  would  be  hung  up  for 
an  indefinite  period.  He  hoped,  under  these  cir- 
cumstances, the  honorable  gentleman  would  with- 
draw his  motion. 

Mr.  LUNDON  said,  if  the  honorable  gentle- 
man pressed  his  motion  to  a  division,  he  would 
vote  with  him  entirely  on  account  of  the  name  of 
the  Ould  Coimtry.  However,  he  thought  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works  had  offered  very  good 
advice,  and  that  it  would  be  wise  for  the  honor- 
able gentleman  to  withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  IRELAND,  after  the  expression  of  opinion 
on  the  part  of  the  Minister  for  Public  Works, 
would  ask  leave  to  withdraw  his  motion. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

W.  TE  KEHA.     • 

Major  TE  WllEORO,  in  moving  the  motion 
standing  in  his  name,  said  the  petition  referred 
to  was  presented  to  the  House  in  the  year  1878. 
There  was  now  fresh  evidence  obtainable,  and  he 
was  anxious  that  the  petition  should  be  referred 
back  to  the  Committee. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "  That 
the  petition  of  Wirihana  te  Keha  and  others, 
reported  upon  by  the  Native  Affairs  Committee 
in  1878,  be  referred  back  to  the  said  Committee 
for  reconsideration,  inasmuch  as  fresh  evidence 
can  now  be  obtained  affecting  it." — {Major  Te 
Wheoro.) 

Mr.  BRYCE  thought  the  honorable  gentleman 
ought  to  have  given  some  little  information  as  to 
what  the  petition  was  about,  and  what  was  the 
nature  of  the  report  brought  up  relating  to  it. 
As  the  honorable  gentleman  had  not  done  that, 
he  (Mr.  Bryce)  would  read  the  report  of  the 
Native  Affairs  Committee,  which  was  as  follows : — 

"The  petitioners  allege  that  they  have  never 
been  disloyol  to  the  Queen,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
assisted  the  European  forces  in  the  Waikato  war, 
on  the  distinct  understanding  that  their  property 
would  be  protected.  They  state  that  their  losses 
were  inquired  into,  and  compensation  awarded, 
which  has  never  been  paid  |  and  they  pray  for 
relief. 
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"  I  am  directed  to  report  that  the  question  of 
the  granting  of  compensation  for  losses  suffered 
by  individuada,  whether  Europeans  or  of  the  Na- 
tive i*ace,  during  the  war,  has  been  so  often  re- 
ported on  by  Select  Committees  and  considered 
by  the  House,  that  the  Committee  do  not  deem 
it  necessary  to  enter  into  the  subject  at  any 
length.  The  Committee  do,  however,  hold  an 
opinion  that  many  of  these  claims  are  founded 
on  justice.  The  Committee  would  add  that  they 
have  no  reason  to  doubt  the  correctness  of  the 
allegation  made  by  the  petitioners  that  they  have 
been  always  loyal  to  the  Queen." 

Honorable  members  would  perceive  that  this 
formed  part  of  a  very  large  subject,  which  ho 
had  occasion  to  allude  to  the  other  day  when  re- 
plying to  a  question  of  the  lionorable  member  for 
Kewton — ^namely,  whether  injuries  inflicted  upon 
Natives  during  the  war  should  be  compensated 
by  the  colony.  At  one  time  that  duty  was  recog- 
nized, and  compensation  was  awarded  in  many 
eases.  But  in  1867  a  Committee  of  the  House 
reported  on  the  subject,  and  laid  down  a  rule  lliat 
compensation  should  not  be  granted  in  future 
except  in  cases  where  the  injury  was  inflicted 
through  the  direct  orders  of  the  officer  in  com- 
mand of  the  forces.  That  resolution  was  never 
formally  adopted  by  the  House,  but  it  had  been 
acted  upon  by  successive  Qt)vernments.  In  Fome 
cases  these  losses  had  actually  been  inquired  into 
and  awards  made,  and  those  awards  were,  as  it 
were,  superseded  by  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  1867  and  the  action  which  8ucceg!»iro  Govern- 
ments had  taken  upon  that  report.  It  seemed  to 
him  that  no  amount  of  evidence  which  could  be 
produced  in  respect  to  this  particular  case  would 
alter  the  general  bearing  of  the  question.  How- 
ever, if  the  Native  Affairs  Committee  had  any 
desire  to  reconsider  this  pet il ion,  ho  did  not  see 
that  there  would  be  any  objection  to  their  doing 
so.  He  had  himself  always  recognized  that  many 
of  these  claims  were  founded  upon  justice,  and 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  colony  to  consider 
these,  juet  the  same  as  at  Home  it  was  the  duty 
of  boroughs  to  consider  the  question  of  com- 
pensation in  cases  of  riots ;  but  it  was  a  duty 
which  tljo  House,  by  aceepting  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  1867,  had  tacitly  refused  to 
acknowledge.  The  whole  question,  he  thought, 
ought  to  be  raised  and  decided  j  and,  until  the 
general  question  was  decided,  he  did  not  see  that 
any  amount  of  evidence  in  regard  to  this  par- 
ticular case  could  alter  the  decision  which  the 
Native  Affairs  Committee  had  already  arrived  at. 

Major  TE  WHEORO  asked  the  Native  Minis- 
ter to  what  officer  he  referred  whose  orders  it 
was  necessary  to  prove  had  been  given. 

Mr.  BRYCE  said  the  officer  in  charge  of  Her 
Majesty's  forces  in  the  particular  district  for  the 
time  being. 

Major  TE  WHEORO  said  that  was  why  he 
asked  that  this  petition  might  be  referred  back  to 
the  Committee,  because  it  was  the  General  him- 
self who  ordered  the  destruction  of  property 
which  had  taken  place. 

Motion  agreed  to. 
Mr,  Biyce 


W.  WILKINSON. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT,  before  moving  the  motion 
standing  in  his  name,  would  ask  leave  to  amend 
it  by  substituting,  for  the  words  '*  Public  Petitions 
Committee,"  the  words  "  Telegraph  Committee." 
He  was  informed,  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
who  was  Chairman  of  the  Special  Wire  Com- 
mittee of  last  session,  that  that  Committee  had 
already  had  this  case  under  its  consideration,  and 
would  be  prepared  to  deal  with  it  again  this 
session ;  and,  as  tho  Public  Petit iona  Committee 
would  probably  not  be  able  to  dispose  of  it  during 
the  present  session,  it  would  be  more  satisfiictory 
to  all  concerned  if  the  matter  were  again  referred 
to  the  Telegraph  Committee.  Ho  asked  the  leave 
of  the  House  to  make  the  alteration  he  had  indi- 
cated. 

Mr.  SEDDON  thought  the  honorable  genUe- 
roan  had  not  given  sufficient  reasons  for  the  pro- 
posed  amendment  of  his  motion.  He  would 
oppose  this  case  being  sent  to  the  Telegraph 
Committee.  The  Public  Petitions  Committee  had 
so  far  discharged  its  duties  with  satisfaction  to 
the  House,  and  he  failed  to  see  why  this  slight 
should  be  put  upon  them.  As  a  member  of  the 
Committee,  he  resented  that  slight,  and  would 
ask  the  House  to  insist  upon  the  motion  being 
adopted  as  it  stood. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT,,  in  that  case,  would  move  the 
motion  in  its  present  form,  although  he  thought 
it  would  be  better  to  refer  the  matt-er  to  a  Com- 
mittee specially  appointed  to  consider  such  sub- 
jects. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "That 
tlie  petition  of  William  Wilkinson,  newspaper 
proprietor,  reported  upon  on  7th  August  last 
by  the  Special  Wire  Committee,  and  oniered  to 
be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee  to  be  appointed 
this  session,  be  dealt  with  by  the  Public  Pelitions 
Committee  of  this  Houso." — (Mr.  Speight,) 

Mr.  HALL  moved,  as  an  amendment.  That  the 
words  "Telegraph  Committee"  be  subsfitutod  for 
the  words  "  Public  Petitions  Committee."  The 
petition  had  already  been  referred  to  the  Special 
Wire  Committee  last  session,  who  had  not  time 
to  complete  their  labours,  and  recommended  that 
another  Committee  should  be  appointed  this  ses- 
sion to  go  further  into  the  subject.  Another 
Committee  had  been  appointed,  and  it  was  now 
proposed  to  carry  out  the  recommendation  of  last 
Be<§sion  by  referring  the  petition  to  it. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  taid  that,  if  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  inquire  into  the  whole  of  the 
arrangements  connected  with  the  special  wire  was 
still  sitting,  he  would  like  to  mention  that  he  had 
in  his  possession  a  petition,  signed  by  Mess^rs. 
Wilsons,  Horton,  Reeves,  and  Fenwick,  which 
had  not  been  presented  to  tho  House  on  account 
of  an  informality.  The  petitioners  alleged  that 
accusations  had  been  made  against  them  in  various 
places  as  to  their  having  obtained  from  the  Qtivem- 
ment  ccrtaiu  concessions  which  were  not  in  the 
public  interest,  and  they  wished  to  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  proving  that  those  accusations  were  un- 
founded. If  the  Committee  were  still  sitting, 
these  gentlemen  should  be  allowed  to  give  evi- 
dence in  order  to  put  themselves  right. 
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Amendment  agreed  to,  and  motion,  as  amended, 
agreed  to. 

QUESTIONS. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR,  in  moving  the  motion 
standing  in  his  name,  said  it  was  in  the  interest 
of  every  member  to  pass  it,  and  particularly  of 
the  GioTcmment.  It  referred  to  a  Imbit  which 
had  grown  up  during  several  years  —  a  habit 
which  was  becoming  a  great  burden  to  the  public 
officers  without  giving  satisfaction  to  the  Uuuse, 
and  one  that  ought  to  bo  put  a  stop  to. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed, "  That  tlie 
habit  which  has  sprung  up  during  the  present 
session  of  asking  for  the  production  of  returns 
and  correspondence,  in  the  shape  of  asking  ques- 
tions, should  in  future  be  disallowed  ;  inasmuch 
as  the  control  of  public  documents  is  taken  out  of 
the  hands  of  this  House,  and  publicity  is  given  at 
the  joint  will  of  any  Minister  and  one  member  to 
matters  the  publication  of  which  this  House,  if 
it  had  the  opportunity,  might  not  approve  of.'* — 
(Mr.  De  Lautour.) 

Mr.  HALL  did  not  think  the  House  should 
pass  such  a  resolution  without  further  considera- 
tion. It  eeemed  to  him  that  the  latter  part 
of  the  motion  was  incorrect,  because  the  habit, 
whether  desirable  or  undesirable,  did  not  take 
the  control  of  public  documents  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  House.  Of  course,  it  was  open 
to  any  Minister  to  lay  any  document  on  the 
table  by  command  of  the  Governor,  or  he  might 
do  so  by  the  leave  of  the  House.  Then,  with  re- 
gard to  the  habit  that  had  grown  up  of  asking 
questions,  it  was  possible  that  this  habit,  like  a 
great  many  others,  was  becoming  subject  to  con- 
siderable abuse.  It  was  a  gross  abuse,  he  con- 
sidered, for  members  fo  continually  ask  t!»e  Go- 
vernment to  disclose  their  policy  bit  by  bit  and 
item  by  item.  But  he  did  not  tliink  a  resolution 
of  this  character,  which  was  really  an  alteration  of 
a  Standing  Order,  should  bo  passed  without  full 
consideration.  What  would  be  the  result  if  it 
were  passed?  Did  it  amount  to  a  revision  of  the 
Standing  Orders  ?  Was  it  anything  which  ren- 
dered it  incumbent  upon  Mr.  Speaker  to  prevent 
these  questions  being  put  on  the  Order  Paper? 
Because,  if  so,  he  thought  the  House  was  hardly 
prepared  to  go  that  length.  He  would  suggest 
that  the  whole  question  should  be  referred  to  the 
Standing  Orders  Committee,  to  consider  whether 
the  right  to  a$k  questions  should  be  limited,  and, 
if  eo,  in  what  way.  He  would  move,  as  an  amend- 
ment, That  the  motion  should  be  altered  to  read 
in  this  way  :  "  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the 
Standing  Orders  Committee  to  report  on  the 
habit  which  has  sprung  up  of  asking  for  the  pro- 
duction oi  returns  and  correspondence  in  the 
shape  of  asking  questions." 

Mr.  GISBORNE  su^rgesled  the  further  addi- 
tion of  the  words  '*  and  upon  the  precedence  of 
notices  of  motion  and  Orders  of  the  day."  He 
moved  this  addition  because  it  was  unfair  that  no- 
tices of  motion  given  early  in  the  session,  as  in  the 
case  of  that  of  the  honorable  member  for  Hokitika 
(Mr.  Keid),  who  had  an  important  notice  on  the 
Paper,  should  still  be  found  at  the  bottom  of  the 
list,  while  other  honorable  members  could  get  all 


the  information  they  wanted  to  get  by  asking  a 
question. 

Amendments  agreed  to,  and  motion,  as 
amended,  agreed  to. 

RATING  BILL. 

Mr.  PITT,  in  moving  the  second  reading  of 
this  Bill,  said  that,  under  *' The  Rating  Act, 
187G,"  in  certain  cases  when  judgment  was  re- 
covered by  local  bodies  for  the  non-payment  of 
rates,  those  bodies  had  power  to  sell  land  by 
public  auction  to  obtain  funds  to  sati.ify  the 
rates.  It  had  been  found  in  many  cases  that 
the  exercise  of  this  power  was  oppressive,  and 
the  object  of  the  present  Bill  was  to  give  the 
local  bodies  power,  instead  of  selling  the  laud, 
to  lease  for  a  period  not  exceeding  fourteen  years, 
the  rents  to  bo  applied,  after  payment  of  costs, 
to  paying  the  rates  in  arrcar.  Letting  wus  to  be 
by  public  auction,  and  the  lessee  would  of  course 
be  linble  for  all  rates  becoming  due  during  the 
currency  of  the  lease.  He  thought  this  was  a 
principle  which  would  commend  itself  to  honor- 
able members,  because  a  man  who  wai  absent 
from  the  colony,  and  did  not  leave  an  agent 
behind  him,  miglit  be  summoned  for  rates,  and 
a  very  valuable  piece  of  his  land  sold  for  a  com- 
paratively triOing  amount  to  satisfy  those  rates, 
without  bis  knowing  anything  about  it.  That 
would  be  avoided  by  the  present  Bill,  because 
after  the  payment  of  the  rates,  and  on  the  ex- 
piration of  the  lease,  the  land  would  revert  to 
the  original  owner.  Of  course  his  land  would 
be  saddled  with  the  lease  entered  into  during  his 
absence,  but  that  was  no  more  than  was  fair 
where  a  man  went  away  without  leaving  an  agent 
behind  him  to  look  after  his  property.  He  would 
be  happy  to  incorporate  in  the  Bill  the  clauses 
which  the  honorable  member  for  Hokitika  (Mr. 
Seddon)  had  proposed  to  introduce  in  the  shape 
of  a  separate  Bill. 

Mr.  SEDDON  liad  great  pleasure  in  supporting 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  as  it  was  shown 
by  practice  in  carrying  out  the  present  Rating  Act 
that  it  was  very  desirable  local  bodies  should  nave 
power  to  lea^  lands  if  they  chose,  in  lieu  of  selling 
them,  to  satisfy  unpaid  rates.  Lands  could  not 
now  be  sold  for  two  years  after  the  rates  became 
due,  and  that  was  certainly  a  very  long  time  for 
the  land  to  lie  dead  to  the  owner  and  to  the 
Borough  Council.  It  was  proposed  to  remedy 
that.  The  amendments  he  intended  to  propose 
were,  first  of  all,  to  repeal  subsection  (2)  of  clause 
37  of  the  Act  of  1870.  That  subsection  pro- 
hibited the  rating  by  a  local  body  of  any  lands 
held  under  lease  for  gold-mining  purposes.  He 
proposed  to  exempt  lands  held  under  a  miner's 
right  or  water- race  license,  but  not  those  held  on 
lease  for  speculative  purposes  under  the  Mining 
Act,  which  at  present,  if  not  being  worked,  did 
not  contribute  in  any  way  to  the  local  revenue. 
His  next  proposed  amendment  was  to  clause  48. 
That  clause  provided, — 

'*  A  demand  for  any  rate  due  must  be  made  in 
writiug  under  the  hand  of  any  collector  or  other 
person  duly  appointed  by  the  local  body  to  collect 
rates,  and  delivered  to  the  person  liable,  either 
personally,  or  by  leaving  the  same  at  his  last 
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known  abode  or  place  of  busineM,  or  on  the  pre- 
mises in  respect  of  which  such  rate  is  due." 

In  many  districts,  and  particularly  in  that 
which  he  Iiad  tlie  honor  to  represent,  where 
people  were  constantly  moving  about,  there  was 
great  difficulty  in  putting  the  Act  into  operation. 
At  a  conference  of  tlie  yarious  lofal  bodies  it  was 
suggested  that  porting  the  notice  should  be  suf- 
ficient, as  an  alternative  to  leaving  it  at  the  last 
place  of  abode  of  the  person  rated;  and  tlie 
amendment  he  proposed  would  be  simply  to  make 
proof  of  posting  the  notice  by  the  collector  suffi- 
cient. Ilis  next  amendment  was  to  clause  53. 
The  time  allowed  by  that  clause  between  the  rate 
becoming  due  and  the  lapsing  of  power  to  recover 
was  too  short.     The  clause  provided, — 

"  Any  rate  or  part  thereof  due  by  an  occupier, 
and  unpaid  for  three  months  after  demand,  may 
be  recovered  from  the  owner,  if  demanded  from 
him  within  four  months  after  the  same  has  be- 
come due.*' 

That  only  left  a  month.  The  occupier  was  en- 
titled to  three  months.  Then  they  could  make  a 
demand  upon  the  owner,  and  if  the  owner  were 
not  sued  within  six  months  he  could  not  be  sued 
at  all.  On  the  West  Coast  they  felt  this  to  be  a 
great  grievance.  What  he  proposed  was  to  extend 
the  time  within  which  demand  might  be  made 
from  four  months  to  six,  and  also  to  increase 
the  time  within  which  the  owner  might  be  sued 
from  six  montlm  to  twelve.  This,  he  believed, 
the  House  would  have  no  objection  to,  and  at 
the  same  time  it  would  be  a  very  great  conve- 
nience to  the  local  bodies,  and  would  al<o  pre- 
vent them  from  losing  the  remedy  which  it  was 
quite  clear  the  Legislature  intended  to  provide. 

Mr.  HALL  thought  the  principle  of  the  Bill 
was  a  good  one ;  but  he  would  ask  the  honorable 
gentleman  to  explain  the  meaning  of  subsection 
(2),  under  which  land  was  to  be  let  by  auction. 
It  read  as  if  the  land  was  not  to  be  let  for  annual 
rental,  but  for  a  lump  sum.  He  would  also  sug- 
gest, for  the  honorable  member's  consideration, 
whether  the  term  of  fourteen  years  was  not  un- 
necessarily long.  In  very  few  cases  would  it  be 
necessary  to  let  a  piece  of  land  for  fourteen  years 
in  order  to  recover  arrears  of  rent.  They  should 
not  put  it  in  the  power  of  local  bodies  to  tie  up 
land  for  a  day  longer  than  was  necessary. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  disagreed  with  this  Bill.  One 
of  the  great  evils  under  which  the  colony  had 
been  sutTering  for  a  long  time  was  that  persons 
purchased  land  and  kept  it  lying  useless  until 
their  neighbours  made  it  of  value.  This  measure 
would  be  a  dead-letter  as  far  as  Road  Boards 
and  County  Councils  were  concerned,  although 
it  might  suit  Municipalities  very  well.  People 
who  left  the  country  for  a  few  years  had  hitherto 
taken  care  to  leave  agents,  who  were  authorized 
to  pay  rates  on  their  properties  ;  whereas  if  they 
passed  this  Bill  they  would  relieye  absentees  of 
this  difficulty,  because  they  would  bo  careless 
of  what  happened,  believing  that  the  Act  would 
be  a  dead-letter.  Where  was  the  man  who  would 
take  up  a  lense  for  seven  or  fourteen  years  of  laud 
in  its  natural  state?  Nobody  would  give  any- 
thing for  such  land.  This  Bill,  if  it  were  passed, 
Mr,  Seddon 


must  remain  a  dead-letter,  and  he  would  vote 
against  it. 

Mr.  TOLE  did  not  think  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Franklin  understood  the  real  purport  of 
the  Bill.  It  was  not  compulsory  that  the  sectioQ 
referred  to  should  be  brought  into  force.  It 
simply  meant  that  there  should  be  an  alternatiTe 
proposal  for  the  one  now  in  existence;  so  that  the 
land  might  be  sold,  or,  if  the  local  body  thought 
proper,  might  be  leased.  He  thought  that  was 
very  fair.  His  experience  of  land  in  this  position 
was,  that  as  soon  as  notice  was  given  they  found 
a  good  many  owners  turned  up.  The  Boad 
Boards  shoiild  have  the  alternatiTe  power  to 
lease  land.  It  would  have  been  well  if  the  (Go- 
vernment had  brought  in  an  amending  Act  with 
reference  to  rating,  etnbodjing  all  the  amend- 
ments suggested  by  the  various  local  bodies.  It 
would  perhaps  be  better  to  refer  this  Bill  to 
some  Committee,  and  embody  in  it  the  various 
amendments  which  he  was  sure  many  memben 
of  the  House  would  like  to  suggest. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

NATIVE  RESERVES  VESTING  BILL. 

ADJOITBNED  DEBATE. 

Mr.  8HEEUAN  thought  the  best  course  would 
be  to  read  this  Bill  a  second  time,  and  then  refer 
it  to  the  Native  Affairs  Committee. 

Mr.  TAINUI  moved,  That;  the  BUX  be  read  a 
second  time  that  day  sis  months.  They  should 
not  be  in  a  hurry  to  pass  the  Bill  this  session. 
The  Native  tribes  did  not  know  the  contents  of 
this  Bill. 

Mr.  GISBORNE  hoped  the  honorable  mem- 
ber would  allow  the  Bill  to  be  referred  to  the 
Native  Affairs  Committee,  which  would  allow  the 
Natives  to  express  an  opinion  much  better  than 
pojtporiing  the  second  reading  for  six  months. 

Mr.  KELLY  could  not  comprehend  what  good 
would  result  from  passing  thisf  Bill,  because  it 
simply  vested  a  power,  which  was  now  in  the 
hands  of  the  Ministry,  in  the  hands  of  the 
Public  Trustee.  lie  aid  not  think  that  was  a 
proposal  which  the  House  would  support.  What 
the  House  required  wa^,  not  to  deal  with  the  spe- 
cial reserves  included  in  "  The  Native  Lands  Act, 
1856,"  but  to  give  aj  more  ["general  power  of 
dealing  with  Native  reserves  of  all  descriptions. 
In  the  Act  of  1856  power  was  given  to  the 
Governor  to  deal  with  two  classes  of  reserves — 
first,  reserves  made  over  lands  where  the  Native 
title  had  been  extinguished  ;  and,  secondly,  re- 
serves on  lands  over  which^the  Native  title  had 
not  been  extinguished  ;  but  the  last  only  came 
under  the  Act  with  the  consent  of  the  Na- 
tives. Those  lands  could  only  be  adminis- 
tered by  the  Commissioners.  But  there  were 
large  reserves  outside  those  two  classes  which 
this  Bill  did  not  touch  at  all ;  and  those  re- 
serves required  the  attention  of  the  Government 
and  of  the  House  much  more  than  the  reserves 
dealt  with  in  this  Bill.  As  far  as  the  reserves 
under  this  Bill  were  concerned,  he  did  not  know 
that  there  was  any  occasion  to  change  the  ad- 
ministration, and  to  take  the  power  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  Gk)vernment  for  the  purpose  of 
placing  it  in  the  hands  of  a  Government  officer. 
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If  anjthing  went  wrong  with  the  administration 
now,  thej  had  the  Ministrr  to  deal  with,  to  whom 
the  House  could  refer.  If  they  took  the  matter 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  Ministry,  and  placed  it 
in  the  hands  of  a  trustee,  he  would  he  totally 
irresponsible  to  this  House.  He  altogether  failed 
to  see  the  necessity  for  this  Bill.  Somebody  had 
stated  that  reserres  on  the  West  Coast  had  been 
dealt  with  by  one  of  the  Commissioners  in  a  one- 
aided  manner.  The  Act  gave  no  power  to  any 
one  Commissioner  to  deal  with  reserves  without 
the  concurrence  of  the  Gt>Ternment.  He  would 
oppose  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill.  The  whole 
question  should  be  dealt  with  by  the  GU)Ternraent, 
and  a  geneml  and  comprehensiTO  measure  brought 
down  next  session  for  dealing  with  the  Native  re- 
serves of  all  classes. 

Mr.  McLEAN  thought  the  best  thing  the 
House  oould  do  would  be  to  kill  the  Bill  at  once. 
He  saw  no  reason  for  taking  up  time  by  sending 
it  to  the  Native  Affiiirs  Committee.  Seeing  that 
the  Bill  was  opposed  by  the  Maori  menil>ers,  they 
should  not  press  it  forward  to  a  second  reading. 
He  vras  perfectly  sure  that  if  they  passed  this 
Bill  they  would  create  a  department  of  such  a 
size  as  they  little  anticipated.  The  department 
would  make  work  for  itself  ;  and  the  sooner  they 
put  an  end  to  that  sort  of  tiling  the  better.  The 
question  was  one  that  should  be  dealt  with  in  a 
comprehensive  way,  and  not  in  a  Bill  of  two  or 
three  clauses.  The  dealing  with  these  reserves 
would  involve  the  policy  of  the  Government — 
would  involve  the  question  of  peace  or  war.  He 
did  not  think  the  House  would  consent  to  the 
passing  of  a  Bill  which  would  confer  such  powers 
upon  a  public  officer  over  whom  the  House  would 
have  no  control.  He  hoped  the  honorable  gentle- 
man in  charge  of  the  Bill  would  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  TAWHAI  wished  to  make  a  few  remarks 
on  this  Bill,  as  it  affected  the  Natives.  If  some  of 
the  Native  lands  were  already  in  the  hands  of  Com- 
missioners, why  should  not  this  Bill  be  passed? 
If  there  was  a  great  amount  of  land  held  under 
Commissioners,  then  they  could  consider  this  Bill 
at  once.  In  those  cases  there  were  no  Maoris 
amongst  the  trustees.  Under  this  Bill  the  Maoris 
might  possibly  bo  admitted  into  the  trust.  He 
thought  the  reason  some  objected  to  this  Bill 
was  that  the  money  would  be  spent  on  behalf  of 
the  Natives.  He  should  like  to  see  this  Bill  re- 
ferred to  the  Native  Af&irs  Committee,  because 
it  affected  the  Natives.  They  could  then  look 
into  the  Bill  and  consider  it  thoroughly.  He 
thought,  if  there  was  any  chance  of  the  Natives 
being  allowed  in  the  trust,  it  would  do  very  well. 

B(G.  TOMOANA  did  not  agree  with  the  honor- 
able member  who  had  just  sat  down,  that  num- 
bers of  Natiyes  should  be  included  in  this  trust. 

Mr.  TAWHAI  had  merely  said  that  possibly 
the  Natives  might  be  included  in  the  trust;  he 
did  not  say  that  they  would  be. 

Mr.  TOMOANA  wished  to  say  he  did  not 
thoroughly  understand  the  contents  of  the  Bill. 
He  should  like  the  Natives  of  the  whole  colony 
to  thoroughly  understand  what  was  meant  by 
"  Native  reserves  " — that  the  particular  reserves 
to  which  the  Bill  applied  should  l>e  specified. 
He  agreed  with  the  honorable  member  for  the 


Southern  Maori  District  that  the  Bill  should  be 
read  this  day  (ix  months,  so  that  the  Natiyes  of 
the  whole  colony  might  have  an  opportunity  of 
looking  into  the  Bill  and  considering  it  He  oould 
not  quite  understand  the  suggestion  that  it  should 
be  referred  to  the  Native  Affairs  Committee.  The 
Natives  should  see  the  Bill  first,  and  when  they 
had  given  their  ideas  respecting  it  the  Maori 
members  would  bo  able  to  say  distinctly  what 
should  be  done.  He  thoroughly  agreed  with  the 
motion  of  the  honorable  member  for  the  Southern 
Maori  District,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time  this  day  i^ix  months. 

Mr.  BRTCE  said,  if  the  only  object'  in  moving 
that  this  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  was  that  it 
should  go  before  the  Native  Affairs  Committee, 
so  that  they  might  understand  the  purport  of  the 
Bill,  he  thought  that  was  quite  an  unnecessary 
object,  because  the  purport  of  the  Bill  appeared 
very  clearly  upon  the  face  of  it.  It  was  simply  to 
transfer  the  power  at  present  possessed  by  the 
Governor  or  his  delegates  to  the  Public  Trustee. 
That  appeared  to  be  the  simple  object  of  the 
Bill ;  and  the  Native  members,  he  presumed, 
could  understand  that  as  distinctly  at  the  pre- 
sent moment  as  they  could  after  the  considera- 
tion by  the  Native  Affairs  Committee.  He  must 
say  he  felt  disappointed  at  the  course  which 
the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames  (Mr. 
Sheehan)  had  adopted  in  regard  to  this  Bill.  It 
was  brought  on  for  second  reading  a  few  nights 
ago,  and  honorable  members  would  remember 
that  reasons  were  given  both  for  the  passing  of 
the  Bill  and  why  it  should  not  pass.  He  (Mr. 
Bryce)  had  stated  certain  reasons  why  it  should 
not  pass,  which  it  was  unnecessary  to  repeat. 
The  honorable  gentleman  moved  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  debate  in  order  that  the  matter 
might  be  more  fully  considered,  especially  by 
the  Native  members.  He  thought  the  honorable 
gentleman  would  tonight  have  given  reasons  why 
the  Bill  should  be  read  a  second  time ;  instead  of 
which  the  honorable  member  merely  stated  that 
it  would  be  desirable  the  Bill  should  be  read  a 
second  time  in  order  that  it  might  go  before  the 
Native  Affairs  Committee.  It  seemed  to  him 
(Mr.  Bryce)  that  that  was  altogether  an  insuffi- 
cient reason  why  the  Bill  should  be  rend  a  second 
time.  The  honorable  gentleman  who  introduced 
the  Bill  did  indeed  say  that  one  object  for  which 
the  Bill  was  framed  or  introduced  was,  that  it 
would  relieve  the  Native  Department  from  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  work  in  reference  to  these 
reserves.  He  (Mr.  Bryce)  pointed  out  at  the 
time,  and  would  now  repeat,  tnat  it  would  not  do 
that ;  that,  in  fact,  it  would  do  the  very  opposite, 
because  under  the  present  arrangement  the  Com- 
missioners to  whom  had  been  delegated  the  powers 
of  the  Governor  had  a  considerable  amount  of 
special  knowledge,  and  many  of  these  reserves 
were  in  an  uncertain  position.  The  Commission- 
ers had  an  amount  of  knowledge  which  the  Public 
Trustee  would  not  hiive;  they  could  deal  with 
these  matters  without  that  constant  reference  to 
the  Native  Department  which  the  Public  Trustee 
would  be  bound  to  make  if  he  had  the  manage- 
ment of  these  reserves.  The  amount  of  work 
that  would  be  thrown  upon  the  Native  Depart- 
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ment  in  consequence  of  the  proposed  change 
would  he  increased  instead  of  being  diminished. 
He  had  also  pointed  out  the  other  night  that 
under  the  present  law  it  was  in  the  power  of 
the  Governor  to  transfer  his  powers  in  respect 
to  many  of  these  reserves  to  a  Public  Trustee. 
Therefore  he  thought  this  Bill  was  unnecessary 
at  present.  He  had  admitted,  and  would  now 
aduiit,  that  the  principle  was  a  good  one,  and  that 
these  reseryes  would  in  the  end  hare  to  bo  dealt 
with  as  otlier  trusts  were  dealt  with — by  public 
trustees,  at  any  rate  not  by  special  Commissioners 
practically  under  the  control  of  the  Native  De- 
partment. But  before  that  was  given  effect  to — 
before  that  desirable  state  of  afiairs  waa  arrived  at 
— he  thought  these  Native  reserves  would  have  to 
be  put  in  a  much  more  satisfactory  condition  than 
they  were  in  at  present.  The  special  knowledge 
which  the  Commissioner  of  these  reserves  had  at 
present  would  be  found  very  useful  in  simplifying 
matters,  so  that  ultimately  they  might  be  handed 
over  to  the  Public  Trustee.  He  saw  no  reason 
for  paasing  this  Bill  merely  for  the  purpose  of 
referring  it  to  the  Native  Affairs  Committee.  He 
had  great  respect  for  that  Committee,  having 
been  Chairman  of  it  for  many  years,  but  he  did 
not  think  the  deliberations  of  that  Committee 
would  have  any  good  effect  in  the  present  case. 
The  purport  of  the  Bill  was  very  simple.  It  was 
merely  to  hand  over  the  functions  of  the  Go- 
vernor or  his  delegate  to  the  Public  Trustee ;  and 
its  principle  could  be  apprehended  by  the  Native 
members  in  a  moment  as  well  as  if  it  had  been 
referred  to  the  Native  Affairs  Committee.  More- 
over, a  good  deal  of  time  had  passed  since  the 
matter  was  formerly  before  the  House,  and  no 
doubt  it  had  been  thought  over  by  the  Native 
members  and  discussed  with  them.  It  was  his 
opinion  that  they  were  as  able  now  to  understand 
the  intentions  of  the  Bill  as  they  ever  would  be. 
Therefore  they  might  as  well  deal  with  the  Bill 
now.  Ho  had  no  objection  to  the  second  reading, 
but  he  thought  it  would  be  a  great  convenience, 
as  far  as  the  public  business  was  concerned,  if  the 
honorable  gentleman  would  not  press  it  further 
during  the  present  se85ion.  If  the  honorable 
gentleman  would  say  that,  he  should  be  prepared 
to  vote  for  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill.  He 
admitted  that  its  principle  would  ultimately  have 
to  prevail,  but  in  the  meantime  there  were 
reasons  why  it  should  not  bo  passed. 

Mr.  PITT  hoped  the  Native  Minister  would 
not  vote  for  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill.  A 
Bill  of  this  character,  if  introduced  at  all,  ought 
to  be  introduced  by  the  Government.  It  was  a 
remarkable  thing  that  since  the  Bill  had  been 
introduced  not  a  single  member  had  spoken  in 
favour  of  it  except  the  honorable  gentleman  who 
introduced  it.  It  was  supposed  to  be  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Native  race ;  and  yet  every  Native 
member  who  had  spoken  had  spoken  against  it. 
It  was  a  most  remarkable  measure.  For  instance, 
it  said  that  "  From  and  after  the  first  day  of 
January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty, 
all  the  powers  and  authorities  which,  by  'The 
Natives  Beserves  Act,  1856,'  or  any  Acts  amend- 
ing the  same,  may  be  exercised  by  the  Governor, 
shall  vest  in  and  may  be  exercised  by  the  Public 
Jfr.  Bryce 


Trustee."  The  honorable  member  for  the  Eastern 
Maori  District  (Mr.  Tomoano)  certainly  hit  the 
weak  point  of  the  Bill  when  he  a»ked  what 
reserves  the  Bill  referred  to.  He  (Mr.  Pitt) 
thought  it  referred  to  the  same  reserves  which 
the  Native  Reserves  Act  of  1856  applied  to ;  and 
those  were  reserves  which  were  fet  apart  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Natives — not  reserves  which  had 
been  granted  to  the  Natives  in  any  way.  Now, 
what  was  proposed  to  be  done  by  the  Bill  ?  To 
substitute  the  Public  Trustee  for  certain  Com- 
missioners who  had  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
all  these  reserves,  and  of  the  manner  in  which 
they  had  been  dealt  with  ever  since  they  had 
been  in  existence.  And  what  would  be  the  re- 
Bidt  ?  In  the  one  case,  the  Commissioners  were 
res)M)nsible  to  the  House ;  in  the  other,  Uie 
Public  Trustee  would  be  an  utterly  irrespon- 
sible officer.  The  Bill  would  give  powers  to 
an  official  who  was  totally  unacquainted  with 
Native  affairs,  and  the  result  would  be  prejudi- 
cial instead  of  beneficial  to  the  Natives.  The 
honorable  member  for  Totara  said  that  the  past 
administration  of  these  reserves  had  been  unsatis- 
factory, not  only  generally,  but  with  regard  to 
the  Greymouth  reserves.  The  best  answer  to 
that  statement  was,  that  no  complaint  had  ever 
been  heard  from  the  Natives :  in  fact,  the  Com- 
missioner intrusted  with  the  management  of  the 
reserves  at  Greymouth  had  managed  matters  so 
impartially  that  there  was  no  complaint  from 
eitlier  side — either  from  the  Natives  or  from  the 
lessees.  His  own  opinion  was,  that  the  Bill  was 
introduced  merely  for  the  purpose  of  magnifying 
the  office  of  the  Public  Trustee,  who  would  sud- 
denly find  his  duties  so  onerous  that  be  would 
require  an  increase  of  salary.  He  hoped  the  Bill 
would  be  read  a  second  time  that  day  six  months. 

Sir  G.  GREY  said  he  should  feel  sorry  if  the 
Bill  were  not  read  a  second  time.  The  Native 
Minister  had  correctly  stated  that  the  Bill  itself, 
or  the  principles  involved  in  it,  must  become  law 
ultimately  ;  and  the  sooner  it  became  law  the 
belter.  The  honorable  gentleman,  in  arguing 
against  the  Bill,  proved  its  absolute  necessity. 
His  observations  were  to  this  effect :  that  at  the 
present  time  the  reserves  were  administered  by  a 
Commissioner  in  the  Middle  Island  and  by  a 
Commissioner  in  Wellington ;  that  their  disposal 
rested  in  the  hands  of  these  gentleman;  that  they 
possessed  great  knowledge  in  regard  to  these 
reserves;  that  no  other  person  was  equally  con- 
versant with  the  matter,  and  that  in  their  minds 
was  locked  up  all  information  connected  with  it. 

Mr.  BRYCE.  — The  honorable  gentleman  is 
correct  to  a  certain  extent,  but  I  did  not  imply 
that  all  the  information  was  locked  up  in  their 
minds. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — Of  course,  if  those  gentlemen 
possessed  all  the  information,  and  they  died,  all 
knowledge  would  perish  with  them;  but  under 
the  Bill  the  Public  Trustee  would  have  associated 
with  him  a  Board  of  Advice.  He  might  say  the 
Bill  was  prepared  by  a  skilful  lawyer,  a  gentle- 
man thoroughly  conversant  with  the  law,  who 
said  that  it  would  meet  aU  the  circumstances 
of  the  case.  He  (Sir  G.  Grey)  thought  these 
lands  should  at  once  pass  into  the  hands  of  the 
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Pablic  Trustee,  and  that  the  officers  employed  bj 
him  should  be  the  existing  Commissioners,  so  that 
the  knowledge  which  they  possessed  should  pass 
by  degrees  into  the  possession  of  a  permanent 
iBoard.  He  was  sure  that  was  the  proper  coarse 
to  take.  It  should  be  remembered  that  under 
the  present  law  the  Natires  were  not  in  the  same 
position  as  their  European  fellow-subjects :  their 
property  was  at  the  absolute  disposal  of  one  man, 
who  did  not  sit  in  open  Court,  for  a  period  of 
twenty-one  years.  The  effect  of  the  Bill  was 
to  abolish  all  distinctions  between  Natires  and 
Europeans,  as  far  as  what  might  be  called  trust 
lands  went.  That  alone  would  bo  a  great  ad- 
TftDtage,  and  he  was  confident  that,  if  the  course 
he  suggested  were  pursued,  it  would  relieve  the 
Native  Office  of  a  great  deal  of  trouble.  He 
would  go  a  great  deal  further.  His  opinion  was, 
that  it  would  relieve  the  Government  of  a  great 
deal  of  solicitation  —  a  kind  of  solicitation  to 
which  the  Gk)vernment  ought  not  to  be  subjected, 
and  from  which  they  should  be  kept  free.  He 
felt  that  this  would  be  a  great  boon  to  the  Govern- 
ment and  to  the  public,  as  well  as  to  the  Natives, 
inasmuch  as  it  would  prevent  pressure  being 
brought  against  the  Government  to  get  advan- 
tages with  regard  to  these  reserves,  and  would  free 
the  Government  from  an  onerous  and  unpleasant 
duty.  He  also  thought  the  Gk)vemor  should  not 
have  anything  to  do  with  questions  of  this  kind. 
He  ought  to  be  kept  perfectly  clear  of  them.  Such 
questions  should  be  settled  by  the  usual  public 
mnetionaries  of  the  country,  and  by  the  Courts 
whenever  the  Public  Trustee  chose  to  apply  to 
thom.  It  would  not  iniure  the  Commissioners 
to  be  employed  under  the  Board  of  Trustees,  which 
he  thought  could  bo  made  part  of  the  Bill. 
Another  great  advantage  would  be,  that  at  least 
one  Native  could  be  at  once  placed  on  the  Board 
to  advise  the  Pablic  Trustee.  Thus  the  Natives 
would  be  gradually  initiated  into  the  manage- 
ment of  property  themselves ;  and,  as  tliese  re- 
serves would  ultimately  become  very  valuable, 
that  was  a  matter  which  should  be  thought  of. 
One  difficulty  prevailing  at  the  present  time  with 
regard  to  the  Natives  was,  that  many  of  them 
were  very  anxious  to  get  Crown  grants  made 
directly  to  themselves  for  these  reserves,  with- 
out any  consideration  of  the  interest  of  their 
heirs  or  other  persons  contingently  interested. 
Pursuing  their  own  interests,  and  desiring  to 
derive  {^vantage  to  themselves,  they  were  too 
anxious  to  obtain  Crown  grants  with  which  they 
could  deal  as  they  liked.  He  was  not  quite  sure 
that  the  issue  of  Crown  grants  to  them  would  be 
advantageous  to  themselves ;  and  he  was  per- 
fectly certain  it  would  be  very  disadvantageous 
to  other  persons  having  a  contingent  interest  in 
the  property,  and  to  the  European  tenants.  He 
believea  their  interests  would  be  altogether  over- 
looked, and  the  lands  they  held  would  pass  into 
the  hands  of  other  persons,  who  often  acquired 
them  by  very  unfair  means,  and  by  bringing  in- 
fluence on  the  Natives  which  could  not  be  brought 
to  bear  on  the  Public  Trustee.  He  therefore 
hoped  the  House  would  tdlow  the  Bill  to  be  read 
a  second  time.  For  himself,  he  would  be  satis- 
fied with   having  done  his  best  to  bring  abeut 
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an  important  reform  at  once,  and  with  certainty 
to  open  the  way  to  a  reform  which  must  be  made 
sooner  or  later.  He  was  sure,  when  it  was  made, 
those  people  who  made  it  would  regard  it  as  a 
great  pity  that  the  Bill  which  he  brought  forward 
was  not  adopted  at  the  moment  it  was  first  laid 
before  the  House. 

Mr.  R0LLE3T0N  said  there  appeared  to  be 
some  misapprehension  in  the  honorable  member's 
mind  as  to  the  necessity  for  this  Bill.  There  was 
already  on  the  Statute  Book  a  measure — "The 
Native  Reserves  Act,  1873" — which  made  pro- 
vision for  the  very  thing  the  honorable  gentle- 
man contemplated.  That  Act  provided  for  the 
constitution  of  a  Board  of  Commissioners.  It 
was  true  it  provided  for  the  appointment  of  one 
Native  Commissioner;  but  the  distinct  object 
of  the  Act  was  to  create  a  trust  in  connection 
with  the  Commission  which  should  represent  tho 
Natives,  and  at  the  same  time  be  a  check  upon 
what  the  honorable  gentleman  had  alluded  to — 
namely,  a  hasty  change  of  trust  and  alienation  ef 
the  land  by  the  Natives.  That  Act  had  never 
yet  been  brought  into  force;  and  it  seemed  to 
him  that  it  would  be  exceedingly  unwise  to  pass  a 
crude  measure,  as  the  one  before  the  House  un- 
doubtedly was,  untiil  the  question  of  bringing  the 
existing  Act  into  force  had  been  considered.  As 
pohited  out  by  the  Native  Minister,  this  Bill 
gave  no  more  power  than  the  Act  under  wliich 
the  Governor  could  delegate  the  powers  of  the 
Commission  to  any  person  whom  he  might  choose, 
and  consequently  to  the  Public  Trustee.  The 
Act  of  1873  was  passed  after  very  careful  con- 
sideration of  these  Native  reserves.  He  thought 
it  would  be  exceedingly  advantageous  in  respect 
to  the  reserves  that  two  Natives  should  be  asso* 
ciated  with  the  Native  Commissioner,  as  was 
provided  for  in  the  Act  of  1873.  He  would 
also  like  to  say  a  few  words  with  regard  to  the 
Native  reserves 'on  the  west  coast  of  the  Middle 
Island,  as  he  had  had  a  good  deal  to  say  to  the 
making  of  them.  The  administration  of  those 
lands  passed  through  his  hands  when  he  was 
Under  Secretary  to  tlie  Native  Department,  years 
ago.  Mr.  Macsay  was  sent  down  when  the  gold- 
diggings  broke  out,  in  1865  and  1866,  to  lay  out 
these  lands  and  to  place  people  on  them.  It  was 
in  consequence  of  that  having  been  very  properly 
done  tliat  the  Town  of  Greymouth  now  lay  on  so 
much  of  the  Native  reserves,  and  that  the  Natives 
were  receiving  such  large  revenues  from  them. 
It  was  true  that  a  number  of  sections  had  since 
changed  hands ;  but  the  agent  who  was  sent  down 
to  arrange  the  matter  very  wisely  and  properly 
gave  the  tenants  notice  that  they  would  be  dealt 
with  fairly  on  the  expiration  of  their  leases.  No 
good  purpose  would  be  served  by  doalinc  harshly 
with  these  tenants,  and  any  person  could  under- 
stand the  position  taken  up  by  the  Commissioner, 
who  was  acting  with  the  consent  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  day.  No  steps  could  be  taken  by 
the  Commissioner  in  the  way  of  alienation  of 
the  lands,  by  lease  or  otherwise,  for  more  than 
a  few  years,  without  the  conaent  of  the  Crown. 
The  whole  action  of  the  Commissioner  had  had 
the  check  of  tho  Executive  Government  from 
the  beginning  up  to  the  present  time ;  and  he 
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might  Bay,  with  some  knowledge  of  the  case, 
that  the  wliole  matter  had  been  exccedinglj  well 
managed,  and  he  had  everj  reason  to  beliere  that 
the  Natives  had  on  the  whole  been  satisfied.  It 
would  be  a  great  mistake,  at  the  present  time,  to 
change  the  trust  in  such  a  waj  as  to  interfere 
with  the  continuity  of  action  that  had  been  main- 
tained with  respect  to  these  reserves.  He  hoped 
the  Bill  would  not  be  read  a  second  time,  because 
it  would  not  be  advisable  hurriedly  to  pass  a 
measure  which  was  a  practical  condemnation  of 
the  action  taken  with  regard  to  these  reserres, 
and  that  without  any  good  result,  and  without 
proper  consideration  of  the  law  now  ayail- 
able,  if  the  Governor  chose  to  exercise  his  power 
under  it. 

Mr.  GIBBS  said  that  there  was  a  paper  on 
the  table  which  bore  upon  what  the  honorable 
gentleman  said  with  respect  to  the  management 
of  these  reserves  being  really  under  the  control 
of  the  Government.  He  alluded  to  a  paragraph 
in  a  telegram  sent  by  the  Commissioner  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  West  Coast  reserves, 
which  showed  the  misconception  which  existed 
in  regard  to  the  Native  Commissioner's  powers. 
Speaking  of  that  gentleman,  the  telegram  said 
that  he  bad  had  for  several  years,  and  now  had, 
despotic  power  of  dealing  with  these  reserves, 
and  disposing  of  them  with  or  without  public 
auction  as  he  chose.  Tliis  was  very  misleading 
to  any  member  reading  it,  as  the  Commissioner 
was  responsible  to  tlie  Government,  and  could  do 
nothing  except  under  their  approval.  He  thought 
no  good  would  result  from  passing  the  Bill. 

Sir  G.  GREY,  as  a  personal  explanation,  might 
say  that  the  Act  of  1873,  and  all  other  Acts 
relating  to  the  same  subject,  had  been  carefullr 
considered,  and  it  was  deemed  by  a  very  high 
legal  authority  that  on  the  whole  the  present  mea- 
sure was  necessary. 

Miyor  TE  WHEOBO  wished  to  know  what 
lands  would  come  under  this  Bill.  Ho  was  not 
clear  which  they  were.  That  was  why  he  agreed 
with  the  honorable  member  for  the  Southern 
Maori  District  and  the  honorable  member  for 
the  Eastern  Maori  District  that  this  Bill  should 
be  well  thought  over  and  carefully  looked  into 
before  it  was  passed.  He  would  like  to  have  it 
thoroughly  explained  to  him  what  lands  would 
come  under  this  Bill,  and  what  lands  would 
remain  under  "  The  Natiye  Reserves  Act,  1873," 
as  before.  AVhen  he  heard  the  honorable  mem- 
bers for  the  iSoutheni  Maori  District  and  the 
Eastern  Maoii  District  speak,  he  thought  that 
perhaps  it  wouhl  be  better  to  leave  it  as  they 
said,  because  there  mieht  be  large  blocks  of 
land  in  their  districts  that  they  were  not  clear 
about  —  whether  they  came  under  this  Bill  or 
not.  For  his  own  part,  he  was  not  quite  clear 
which  would  be  the  best — whether  to  leave  it 
under  the  Commissioners,  as  at  present,  or  to 
give  it  to  the  persons  proposed  in  this  Bill.  That 
was  why  he  was  not  going  to  say  much  about  the 
Bill.  He  would  leave  it  as  the  two  other  honor- 
able members  had  expressed  it. 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be 
jrtad  a  second  time  that  day  six  mouths. 
Mr.  EolleHon 


LAND  TRANSFER  BILL. 
This  Bill  was  further  considered  in  Committee. 
Mr.  HISLOP  moved,  That  the  Chairman  do 
leave  the  chair. 

Question  put,  "That  I  do  now  leare  the 
chair ; "  upon  which  a  division  was  called  for, 
with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         32 

Noes         27 


Majority  for 


Mr.  AUwright, 
Mr.  Andrews, 
Mr.  Ballance, 
Mr.  Barron, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr,  J.  B.  Fisher, 
Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher, 
Sir  G.  Grey, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Ireland, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  Lundon, 
Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Moss, 
Mr.  Reeves, 
Mr.  Reid, 

Mr.  Bain, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Mr.  Bunny, 
Captain  Colbeck, 
Mr.  Dick, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Gisbome, 
Mr.  HaU, 
Mr.  Hutchison, 
Mr.  Levin, 
Mr.  Masters, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Oliver, 
The  motion  was 
the  Chaibmav  left 


Ate8. 


Mr.  Seddon, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Shephard, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Speight, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Tainui, 
Mr.  Tawhai, 
Major  Te  Wheoro, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  TumbuU, 
Dr.  WaUis, 
Mr.  Wright. 

Tellert. 
Mr.  George, 
Mr.  Hislop. 


Nobs. 


1  Mr.  Pitt, 
'  Mr.  Pyke, 
I  Mr.  Richardson, 
I  Mr.  Rolleston, 
I  Mr.  Saunders, 

Mr.  Stevens, 

Mr.  Sutton, 

Mr.  Tomoana, 

Colonel  Trimble, 

Mr.  Wakefield, 

Major  Willis. 
Tellers. 

Mr.  Brandon, 
I  Mr.  Stewart, 
consequently  agreed  to,  and 
the  chair. 


DISTRICT  COURTS  BILL. 
The  House  went  into  Committee  on  this  Bill. 
New  clause. — Ofl*ences  cognizable  by  District 
Courts. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  clause  be  added  to 
the  Bill ;"  upon  which  a  division  was  called  for, 
with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         26 

Noes         23 


Majority  for 


Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Bain, 
Mr.  Bunny, 
Captain  Colbeck, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 


a 


Axes. 

Mr.  Rolleston, 
Mr.  Saunders, 
Mr.  Shephard, 
'  Mr.  Stevens, 
I  Mr.  Sutton, 
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Mr.  Gisbonie, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  HutohiBon, 
Mr.  Masters, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Oliver, 
Mr.  O'Rorke, 
Mr.  Pjke, 

Mr.  Ballance, 
Mr.  Barron, 
Mr.  Dick, 
Mr.  J.  T.  Fither, 
Mr.  Ireland, 
Mr.  Kellj, 
Mr.  Lundon, 
Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  Mom, 
Mr.  Beid, 
Mr.  Seddon, 
Mr.  Sbeeban, 


For, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Drirer, 
Mr.  Fulton, 
Mr.  H.  Hirst, 
Mr.  W.  J.  Hurat, 
Mr.  Moorbouse, 
Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Ricbmond, 
Captain  Russell, 
Mr.  Studbolme, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 
Mr.  Whjte. 


Colonel  Trimble, 
Mr.  Wakefield, 
Major  Willis, 
Mr.  Reader  Wood, 
Mr.  Wright. 

Tellers, 
Mr.  HurstboQse, 
Mr.  Pitt. 


Noes. 


Mr.  Sbrimski, 
Mr.  Stewart, 
Mr.  Svranson, 
Mr.  Tainui, 
Mr.  Tawbai, 
Major  Te  Wbeoro, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  Tomoana. 
Tellers. 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Speigbt. 


Paibs. 


Againsl, 
Mr.  Hialop, 
Mr.  Tumbull, 
Mr.  Ireland, 
Mr.  Finn, 
Mr.  Reeves, 
Mr.  McDonald, 
Mr.  AUwrigbt, 
Mr.  Qeorge, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Andrews, 
Mr.  Sbeeban, 
Major  Harris. 


Tbe  clause  was  consequently  added  to  the  Bill. 
Progress  was  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit 
again. 

MINERS'   RIGHTS  FEES  REDUCTION 
BILL. 

Mr.  PYKE,  in  moving  the  second  reading  of 
tbia  Bill,  said  be  thought  tbe  time  had  arrived 
when  tbe  Legislature  should  relieve  the  mining 
industry  from  some  of  the  burdens  which  op- 
pressed it.  Tbe  miners  had  had  no  relief  from 
these  burdens  for  tbe  last  twelve  years,  except  a 
reduction  of  6d.  per  ounce  in  the  gold  duty.  He 
knew,  living  as  he  did  in  the  midst  of  the  miners 
in  the  Middle  Island,  that  these  reductions  must 
come  gradually.  If  he  followed  the  instincts 
which  prompted  him,  he  would  ask  that  the 
charge  for  the  minor's  right  should  be  reduced 
to  Is.,  and  that  it  should  be  held  merely  as  a 
document  showing  that  the  holder  was  entitled 
to  occupy  a  specified  piece  of  ground  ;  but  he  was 
willing  to  make  the  reduction  so  moderate  and 
reasonable  that  tbe  local  bodies  would  not  regard 
it  as  a  grievance.  Tbe  total  sum  derived  from 
miners*  rights  did  not  amount  to  much  through- 
out tbe  colony,  and  therefore  this  proposal  would 
not  be  felt  to  the  same  extent  as  tbe  reduction  of 
the  gold  duty  might  be  in  some  particular  dis- 
tricta.  He  would  ask  tbe  House  to  remember, 
in  dealing  with  the  question  —  and  be  would 


especially  direct  the  attention  of  the  Treasurer 
to  tljis  point  —  that  the  mining  industry  was 
taxed  above  all  other  industries  in  the  colony. 
The  miners  contributed  equally  with  other  sec- 
tions of  the  community  to  tbe  general  taxation  of 
the  country.  Indeed,  he  mi^ht  say  they  contri- 
buted more,  because  their  workings  were  carried 
on  for  the  most  part  in  remote  districts,  where 
the  cost  of  carriage  enhanced  the  price  of  every- 
thing they  consumed,  and  consequently  they  had 
to  pay  more  for  the  necessaries  of  life  than  people 
who  lived  near  the  coast.  Take  away  the  gold- 
mining  industry,  and  what  would  the  exports  of 
the  country  amount  to?  Thej  would  show  a  sorry 
figure  compared  with  the  present  value  of  exports. 
Tliere  was  another  industry  which  was  sometimes 
compared  with  the  gold-mining  industry ;  but 
really  there  was  no  comparison.  He  referred  to 
wool.  Very  little  money  raised  from  tbe  growth 
of  wool  was  spent  in  the  colony — the  larger  por- 
tion of  it  went  to  foster  the  inhabitants  of  other 
lands ;  but  the  money  raised  from  the  production 
of  gold  was  almost  entirely  spent  in  the  colony. 
Therefore,  as  he  had  often  said,  one  ounce  of  gola, 
taking  the  welfare  of  the  country  into  considera- 
tion, was  of  greater  actual  value  than  a  bale  of 
wool.  He  took  it  that  tbe  amount  of  wool  raised 
and  sent  out  of  the  country  was  of  compara- 
tively little  value  to  the  people  living  here, 
whereas  the  gold-mining  industry  bad  raised 
New  iZealand  from  an  insignificant  colony  to  a 
colony  of  tbe  first  importance  in  the  British 
Empire.  Yet  they  went  on  oppressing  it,  loading 
it  so  much  with  burdens  that  it  could  scarcely 
feel  its  way  along.  There  was  not  one  single 
thing  the  miner  could  do,  not  one  step  be  could 
take,  but  be  had  to  put  his  hand  into  nis  pocket 
and  pay  for  it.  He  had  to  pay  for  bis  miner's 
right ;  he  had  to  pay  tbe  gold  duty ;  if  he  wanted 
protection  he  had  to  pay  for  it,  if  he  wanted  a 
certificate  for  a  water-race  he  had  to  pay  for  it, 
if  he  wanted  a  claim  be  had  to  pay  for  it.  In 
every  direction  he  took  he  was  so  hampered  by 
prohibitive  taxation  that  an  intelligent  foreigner 
visiting  the  country  would  be  led  to  suppose 
that  the  object  of  the  Legislature  was  to  pre- 
vent mining  being  carried  on  in  the  colony  at 
all.  And  what  did  be  get  in  return  for  all  this  ? 
Positively  nothing.  Some  time  ago  a  School 
of  Minos  was  proposed  to  be  established;  but 
he  did  not  know  what  had  become  of  it.  A 
professor  —  Professor  Ulrich  —  was  engaged  to 
superintend  it ;  but,  except  an  erratic  visit  to  some 
of  the  mining  districts  from  that  gentleman  or 
one  of  his  assistants,  nothing  had  been  done.  For 
twelve  years  the  gold-mining  industry  had  been 
systematically  neglected.  It  bad  been  treated  as 
one  of  those  things  which  were  not  worthy  of  con- 
sideration. He  did  not  say  that  this  had  been 
done  intentionally,  but  it  had  been  done  uniformly 
by  all  Governments ;  and  he  knew  at  the  same 
time  that  a  few  thousands  properly  expended 
would  add  greatly  to  the  prosperity  of  the  gold- 
miner  and  necessarily  to  the  prosperity  of  tbe 
colony.  The  gold-miner  bad  a  right  to  complain. 
He  had  to  pay  taxes  which  no  other  class  in  the 
community  had  to  pay,  and  he  was  treated  almost 
with  contumely  when  he  came  to  that  House  and 
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asked  that  ho  should  he  relieved  from  the  unfair 
taxation  under  which  he  laboured.  Since  the 
first  discover  J  of  gold  in  1862  up  to  the  present 
time  he  belicTed  tliat  this  contemned,  despised, 
Togabond  miner  had  contributed  something  like 
a  million  and  three-quarters  to  the  revenue  of 
the  colon  J  :  that  was  equal  to  a  small  loan  ;  and 
he  had  had  nothing  whatever  in  return  for  it. 
This  being  the  case,  he  hoped  no  opposition  would 
be  raised  to  the  very  small  instalment  of  justice 
for  which  he  asked.  It  would  not  cripple  their 
local  institutions:  the  Government,  he  hoped, 
would  do  him  the  credit  of  believing  that  he  had 
the  local-government  sjstein  at  heart,  and  would 
be  one  of  the  last  to  cripple  or  injure  it;  but, 
so  far  from  crippling  it,  it  would  absolutely  aid 
and  benefit  the  county  system,  because  it  would 
increase  the  population  in  every  county  where 

fold-miners  lived  and  carried  on  Ihcir  work. 
Te  knew  there  was  an  arguuient  used  that  the 
miner  got  a  great  deal  in  return  for  the  miner's 
right,  and  amongst  other  things  the  electoral 
franchise.  But  he  did  not  know  whether  the 
honorable  member  for  Hokitika  (Mr.  Seddon) 
was  aware  of  the  fact  that  the  Electoral  Bill  took 
away  that  franchise  entirely.  Therefore  that  plea 
could  no  longer  be  urged  as  a  reason  why  the 
miner  should  pay  £1  for  a  miner's  right.  As  to 
the  specific  amount  of  the  reduction,  he  would 
leave  that  to  be  determined  when  the  Bill  went 
into  Committee.  He  had  suggested  in  the  Bill 
that  the  amount  should  be  lUs.  instead  of  £1. 
That  was  a  fair  proposal,  but  he  was  quite  willing 
to  accept  any  modification  the  House  might  think 
fit  to  adopt.  He  would  not  weary  the  House  with 
any  further  argument  on  the  matter.  In  fact  it 
seemed  superfluous  to  urge  any  argument  why 
these  burdens  should  be  taken  off*  or  reduced — 
why  the  half-crown  should  not  be  a  shilling,  and 
why  the  shilling  should  not  be  sixpence— so  as  to 
leave  this  industry  quite  unfettered.  If  they  were 
free-traders  they  should  take  off  the  bonds  which 
shackled  this  industry,  and  if  they  were  protec- 
tionists they  should  give  a  bonus  on  the  gold  pro- 
duced. However,  he  would  content  himself  bv 
asking  for  the  instalment  of  justice  which  this 
Bill  proposed  to  give,  and  he  would  move  that  it 
be  now  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  SEDDON  supported  the  second  reading. 
There  was  only  one  thing  left  unsaid  which  re- 
quired to  be  said  in  order  to  induce  the  House  to 
come  to  a  wise  conclusion  upon  this  subject.  He 
had  no  doubt  the  Colonial  Treasurer  would  tell 
the  House  that  the  passing  of  this  measure  would 
strike  at  the  foundation  of  the  financial  position 
of  the  counties,  and  that,  if  the  reduction  were 
made,  the  counties  would  not  be  able  to  carry  on. 
He  could  assure  the  House  that  no  revenue  would 
be  lost  if  the  Bill  at  once  became  law.  If  honor- 
able members  looked  at  the  statistics,  they  \rould 
find  that  there  were  a  great  many  miners  who 
did  not  take  out  a  miner's  right,  the  reason  being 
that  they  could  not  afford  it ;  and  he  felt  satisfied 
that,  if  the  charge  were  reduced  to  10s.,  many 
more  rights  would  be  taken  out,  and  the  revenue 
in  the  aggregate  would  be  the  same  as  it  was  at 
present ;  and  that  argument,  he  thought,  was  a 
strong  one  in  favour  of  this  reduction.  He 
Mr,  P^Jce 


might  say  that,  at  a  conference  held  bj  varioui 
County  Councils  not  long  ago,  these  same  argu- 
ments were  used,  and  that  by  lowering  the  fees 
more  would  be  taken  out.  The  miners  would 
be  relieved,  and  the  County  Councils  would  get 
the  same  revenue  as  they  now  derired.  It  was  just 
the  same  with  a  man  in  business :  if  the  con- 
sumption were  greater  and  the  profits  propor- 
tionately less  than  they  would  be  upon  a  smaller 
consumption,  he  would  suffer  no  loss,  because  the 
increased  consumption  would  make  up  for  it.  As 
there  was  a  good  deal  of  business  to  be  done  that 
night,  he  would  say  no  more  on  the  subject  ex- 
cept that  he  heartily  supported  the  proposition, 
and  hoped  the  House  would  carry  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill, 

Mr.  REEVES  would  also  support  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill.  He  differed  from  the  honor- 
able member  for  Hokitika  (Mr.  Seddon),  who  said 
that  the  number  of  rights  would  be  increased.  He 
(Mr.  Reeves)  did  not  believe  they  would  be.  This 
would  amount  to  the  taking-away  of  a  certain 
amount  of  revenue  from  the  locnl  bodies.  At  the 
same  time,  as  a  matter  of  right  and  justice  he 
would  support  the  reduction.  As  he  said  before, 
he  considered  that  the  miners  were  exceptionally 
taxed,  and  they  ought  to  reduce  the  fees  to  the 
very  lowest  amount  possible. 

Mr.  STEWART  intended  to  oppose  the  reduc- 
tion. There  was  evidently  a  desire  on  the  part  of 
those  honorable  members  who  represented  gold- 
fields  constituencies  to  advocate  this  particular 
class  of  reduction  —  he  had  no  doubt,  so  as  to 
stand  well  with  tlieir  constituents.  It  was  singu- 
lar, at  all  events,  that  three  Gold  Fields  memb^ 
should  get  up  and  repeat  practically  the  same 
remarks,  obviously  with  the  same  object.  If  the 
House  were  attempting  to  increase  the  taxation 
he  admitted  it  would  be  quite  a  legitimate  thing 
for  them  to  stand  up  and  resist  that ;  but  why 
they  should  try  to  get  u  fair  fee  reduced  by 
one-half  he  could  not  understand.  The  House 
had  this  session  declared  that  the  duty  on  gold 
should  be  reduced  6d.  an  ounce.  That,  he 
thought,  was  quite  a  sufficient  concession  during 
the  present  session  of  Pailiameut.  They  were 
told  by  the  honorable  member  for  Hokitika 
(Mr.  Seddon)  that,  if  this  reduction  took  place, 
a  number  of  miners*  rights  equal  to  those  who 
now  held  rights  would  he  taken  out ;  but  it  did 
not  appear  to  him  (Mr.  Stewart)  that  an  equal 
number  would  be  taken  out  for  the  mere  pur- 
pose of  holding  them.  The  honorable  member 
for  Grey  Valley  (Mr.  Reeves)  did  not  believe 
that  the  number  of  miners'  rights  would  be  in- 
creased. This  reduction  meant  that  next  yemr 
they  would  have  a  measure  brought  in  entu^y 
abolish ing  the  charge  made  for  miners'  righta. 
Considering  the  present  financial  state  of  the 
country,  and  the  prospects  they  had,  it  seemed 
to  him  that,  instead  of  taking  off  legitimate 
charge?,  they  ought  to  increase  them.  He  did 
not  say  that  this  particular  charge  should  be  in- 
creased from  £1  to  something  else,  but  he  did 
not  think  it  was  at  all  reasonskble  that  it  should 
bo  reduced  by  one-half.  Uc  would  therefore 
oppose  the  second  reading,  on  the  groimd  that  the 
proposed  reduction  was  unnecessary. 
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Mr.  GEORGE  said  tbere  was  one  objection  to 
redacing  miners*  rights.  He  did  not  think  it 
would  be  adrisable  to  rednco  them  in  any  part 
of  the  colony,  unless  they  could  be  reduced  in 
all  parts  of  the  colony.  In  the  Tbiimea  District 
the  miners*  riglit^  fees  were  payable  to  the 
Natives.  If  the  miners'  rights  were  reduced, 
8sy,  to  lOs.,  then  there  would  be  a  necessity  for 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  to  make  up  the  deGciency 
that  would  arise  in  that  district,  so  as  to  keep 
faith  with  the  Natives ;  and,  unless  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  could  see  his  way  to  do  that,  he  (Mr. 
G^eorge)  could  not  see  that  it  would  be  right  to 
make  the  proposed  reduction. 

Mr.  GIBBS  f>aid  the  honorable  member  for 
Dunediu  City  (Mr.  Stewart)  had  told  the  House 
that  the  members  for  the  Gold  Fields  had  been 
guided  in  this  matter  by  an  endeavour  to  stand 
well  with  their  constituents.  He  (Mr.  Gibbs) 
would  not  be  guided  by  any  such  feeling,  because 
the  action  he  should  take  would  not  improre  Idm 
with  his  constituents,  for  the  simple  reason  that 
the  smallest  portion  of  his  constituents  were  gold- 
miners.  At  the  same  time,  he  thought  there 
should  be  some  relief  given  to  that  section  of  the 
community,  which  had  been  exceptionally  taxed, 
more  highly,  at  any  rate,  than  any  other  section 
of  the  community.  But,  if  he  voted  for  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  it  would  not  bo  with 
the  intention  of  supporting  the  reduction  in  both 
the  gold  duty  and  miners*  rights.  That  some  re- 
lief should  be  given  to  the  miners  wqs  entirely 
fair,  but  he  did  not  think  they  could  expect  an 
entire  freedom  from  taxation,  any  more  than  any 
other  section  of  the  community.  If  he  thought 
it  expedient  to  vote  for  the  second  reading  of  this 
Bill,  it  would  be  on  the  understanding  that  he 
would  watch  the  course  of  proceedings  with 
respect  to  the  reduction  of  the  gold  duty  as  bear- 
ing on  this  question  also.  Ho  did  not  intend  to 
support  both  measures  of  reduction,  in  order  to 
exempt  the  miners  entirely,  c.«p  ciHlly  as  these 
items  of  revenue  were  local  revenue,  and  it  be- 
came a  serious  question  with  gold-fields  commu- 
nities as  to  whether  they  would  have  the  means 
for  carrying  out  necessary  works.  Whilst  advo- 
cating a  certain  amount  of  relief,  he  would  vote 
for  tne  reduction  which  he  thought  most  de- 
»ir»ble. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  it  was  necessary  the 
Government  should  express  some  opinion  on  this 
matter.  Of  course  it  was  his  duty  to  direct  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  what  would  probably 
follow,  should  the  House  pass  this  measure  and 
another  Bill  which  they  would  have  under  dis- 
cussion very  shortly.  The  case  would  stand  thus  : 
The  House  havhtg  made  this  local  revenue,  the 
local  bodies  were  relying  upon  it  to  do  the  neces- 
sary local  public  works.  The  House,  without  any 
consultation  with  those  bodies,  took  upon  itself  to 
reduce  their  revenue  to  a  very  considerable  ex- 
tent ;  and  it  seemed  to  him  that  it  v>  ould  follow, 
as  a  matter  of  course,  that  the  honorable  gentle- 
men who  represented  gold-fields  districts,  and 
were  now  moving  for  this  reduction,  would — not 
as  representing  the  miners,  but  the  local  bodies — 
come  and  tell  them,  in  a  few  days,  that  they  must 
haTe  further  assistance   from  the  consolidated 


revenue  in  aid  of  their  local  revenue,  because 
the  House,  without  consulting  the  local  bodies, 
thought  fit  to  reduce  this  local  revenue.  Ho  did 
not  see  how  the  House  could  possibly  escape  from 
that  dilemma,  if  they  allowed  thi-«  reduction  to 
take  place.  No  doubt  he  mu?t  admit  that  a 
strong  case  had  been,  to  a  certain  extent,  made- 
out  in  favour  of  some  reduction,  and  therefore 
to  that  extent  the  Government  were  placed  in  a 
very  awkward  position.  Ho  submitted  that  the 
House  should  be  very  careful  in  reducing  local 
revenues  without  first  obtaining  the  sanction  of 
the  local  bodies.  Certainly,  it  the  House  did 
this,  it  would  be  taking  upon  itself  a  grave  re- 
sponsibility ;  and  he  was  unable  t^  see  how  they 
would  resist  the  logical  conclusion  that  they  must 
make  up  the  difference  that  might  bo  caused  by 
this  reduction.  Therefore  he  hoped  the  House 
would  pause  before  committing  itself  to  an  act  of 
this  description.  The  proposal  should  first  of  all 
come  from  the  locally-constituted  bodies.  They 
were  continually  talking  about  the  necessity  of 
encouraging  local  institutions,  and  not.  inter- 
fering with  them,  and  yet  the  honorable  gentlemen 
who  introduced  this  proposal  were  always  com- 
ing up  and  asking  the  House  to  interfere  with 
what  had  been  for  some  years  past  a  local  matter. 
Having  warned  the  House  of  this,  it  certainly 
became  the  duty  of  the  Government  not  to  give 
this  Bill  any  support.  He  wished  he  could  see 
liis  way  to  relieving  the  miners  to  some  extent 
in  this  matter;  but  there  was  very  great  dif- 
ficulty in  doing  it.  He  could  not  at  all  admit 
the  view  expressed  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Dunstan  as  to  the  miners.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber described  them  as  reviled,  contemned,  and 
despised  miners.  Such  an  idea  as  that  was  a 
pure  invention  of  the  honorable  gentleman's  fer- 
tile brain.  It  was  well  known  to  those  who  knew 
anything  about  miners — and  there  were  a  good 
many  honorable  members  in  that  House  who 
did — that  a  better  class  of  colonists  did  not  exist 
in  the  colony,  and  the  House  had  invariably  re- 
cognized that  fact,  and  had  even  gone  out  of  its 
way  to  give  them  special  privileges.  Therefore 
he  hoped  the  House  would  not  be  accused  of 
taking  that  view  of  the  miners  of  the  colony 
which  was  expresped  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Dunstan.  As  the  honorable  gentleman  had  put 
it  in  that  shape,  he  felt  still  more  diffidence,  as  it 
were,  in  resisting  this  Bill ;  but,  for  the  reasons 
he  had  given,  he  thought  it  would  be  a  very  dan- 
gerous thing,  looking  at  it  from  a  monetary  point 
of  view,  for  the  House  to  assent  to  this  Bill  and 
also  to  the4>ther  Bill  which  was  coming  down  for 
the  reduction  of  the  gold  duty.  The  revenues  of 
the  local  bodies  would  be  so  much  reduced  that 
they  would  be  unable  to  bear  it,  and  the  defi- 
ciency would  have  to  be  made  up  in  some  away. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  thought,  as  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  had  mixed  up  this  Bill  with  the  Gold 
Duties  Abolition  Bill,  honorable  members  were 
entitled  to  speak  on  both  measures  together. 
What  the  honorable  gentleman  had  just  said 
about  the  high  character  of  the  miners  was  quite 
correct  j  but,  notwithstanding  that,  the  statement 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Dunstan  was  olso 
quite  correct — that  they  were  a  despised  race  of 
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people  in  i\\U  colony.  He  appealed  confidentlv  for 
support  in  (hat  assertion  not  only  to  those  persons 
viho  knew  the  miners  themselves,  but  to  the  laws 
which  the  Legislature  had  passed  with  regard  to 
the  mineral,  and  which  were  of  the  most  oppres- 
sive kind.  So  oppressive  were  tlicy  that  tliey 
might  be  placed  on  a  par  with  Ihose  which  had 
been  passed  in  rt'gard  to  Native  matters.  In  all 
sober  seriousness  he  said  to  the  Treasurer  that,  if 
he  desired  to  maintain  the  revenues  of  the^e  local 
bodies  by  these  exceptional  taxes,  his  sympathy 
was  entirely  in  the  wrong  direction.  It  would  be 
far  better  to  give  those  bodies  the  subsidies  wliich 
tliey  did  not  now  get,  and  which  they  could  not 
get  as  long  as  the  gold  duty  existed.  If  the  Trea- 
surer had  any  real  sympathy  for  them,  he  would 
subsidize  the  money  raised  by  gold  duty  and  other- 
wise in  the  district,  and  then  tlie  cry  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  duty  in  the  district  would  at  once  cease. 
But  it  was  the  fact  that  the  bargain  originally 
made — that  the  gold  duty  should  be  subsidized 
— was  not  carried  out,  that  made  the  miners  de- 
mand that  the  duty  should  be  reduced  or  repealed. 
They  knew  that  as  soon  as  the  duty  was  gone 
they  would  receive  subsidies,  but  not  till  then. 
He  trusted,  notwithstanding  what  the  honorable 
member  for  Rodney  said,  that  the  House  would 
bear  in  mind  that  the  Thames  District  suflered 
far  greater  injustice  than  any  other  mining  dis- 
trict, for  the  simple  reason  that  the  miners  there 
had  the  Native  difficulty  to  contend  with,  and 
had  to  pay  £1  to  the  Natives — in  addition  to  the 
£1  they  had  to  pay  to  the  Government  for  a 
license  —  for  the  land  they  covered.  Thus  this 
industry  was  taxed  in  a  way  that  the  Legislature 
would  not  dare  to  tax  any  other  industry,  because 
other  industries  could  make  themselves  heard 
in  the  House,  and  would  have  the  exceptional 
tax  taken  away.  He  hoped  that,  whatever  result 
might  come  now,  the  Treasurer,  and  all  future 
Governments,  would  leara  that,  if  they  meant  to 
continue  this  exceptional  taxation  in  the  shape  of 
gold  duty  and  miners'  rights,  they  would  have  to 
recognize  that  such  taxes  were  rates  a«d  must  be 
subsidized  as  such. 

Mr.  HURSTHOUSE  said  the  honorable  gentle- 
man who  last  spoke  evidently  did  not  thoroughly 
understand  what  he  was  talking  about.  When 
he  spoke  about  rating  mining  property,  he  must 
have  meant  only  permanent  mining  property,  such 
as  at  the  Thames.  But  what  about  alluvial  gold 
fields  ?  He  (Mr.  Hursthouse)  had  had  consider- 
able experience  of  such  lields.  He  was  a  practical 
miner  and  had  worked  upon  them  himself,  and 
he  knew  many  instances  where  property  on  allu- 
vial fields,  which  was  worth  ten  thousand  pounds 
to-day,  would  not  be  worth  ten  thousand  pence  a 
few  weeks  afterwards.  How  was  such  property 
to  be  rated  ?  The  question  had  been  argued 
over  and  over  agam  in  the  House,  and  it  had 
always  been  found  impossible  to  rate  such  pro- 
perty. He  did  not  admit  that  the  miner  was 
exceptionally  taxed.  He  had  worked  as  a  miner 
himself,  not  only  in  this  colony,  but  in  other 
colonies,  and  had  never  objected  to  pay  for  his 
miner's  right,  because  he  considered  he  got  a 
special  privilege  under  it.  He  had  also  always 
been  willing  to  pay  the  gold  duty,  for  he  looked 
Mr.  Speight 


upon  it  that  there  could  be  no  fairer  tax.  He 
considered  that  every  man  who  owned  an  ounce 
of  gold  was  in  a  position  to  contribute  to  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice,  the  formation  of  roads,  and 
other  things  necessary  on  gold  fields.  He  was 
satisfied  that  thb  cry  for  the  reduction  of  the 
gold  duty  and  the  miners'  rights  did  not  arise 
from  the  true  miner,  but  from  the  mining  com- 
panies, to  whom  the  reduction  of  the  duty  would 
be  a  great  advantage.  He  was  sure  that  a  great 
number  of  the  miners  were  perfectly  willing  to  pay 
both.  If,  however,  it  was  decided  to  reduce  the 
miner's  right,  the  plan  might  be  adopted  which 
was  adopted  in  New  South  Wales,  of  issuing  them 
for  half  the  year  at  half  the  fee.  When  honor- 
able members  talked  about  exceptional  taxation 
they  should  remember  that  the  miner  had  not  to 
pay  any  road  rates  or  house  taxes. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT.  —  Tliey  have  to  pay  house 
taxes. 

Mr.  HURSTHOUSE.— A  great  many  miners 
did  not  live  in  houses.  They  lived  in  tents, 
as  a  rule.  Miners  might  live  in  houses  on 
the  old-established  diggings,  but  on  alluvial  dig- 
gings they  lived  in  tents  for  the  first  year  or 
two,  at  all  events.  Ho  did  not  consider  they 
were  exceptionally  taxed.  The  colony  waa  called 
upon  continually  to  expend  large  sums  of  money 
in  making  roads,  water-races,  and  various  other 
works  in  order  to  provide  facilities  for  working 
gold ;  and,  whilst  he  admitted  that  miners  were 
a  very  intelligent  class,  he  could  not  acknowledge 
that  they  were  exceptionally  taxed.  If  the  gold 
duty  and  miners'  rights  fees  were  reduced,  he 
waa  sure  the  districts  would,  in  a  very  short  time, 
come  to  the  House  and  clamour  for  subsidies  to 
enable  them  to  construct  their  roads  and  other 
public  works. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  thought  his  honorable  friend 
must  have  worked  in  the  same  claim  with  Bip 
Van  Winkle  when  he  spoke  of  miners  living  in 
tents  and  not  in  houses.  If  there  were  any  of 
those  miners  who  lived  in  tents  left  in  the  oolonv 
they  must  surely  come  from  that  place  so  well 
described  by  the  author  of  *'  Rip  Van  Winkle" — 
Sleepy  Hollow ;  and  they,  no  doubt,  could  not  pay 
rates.  He  could  assure  the  honorable  gentleman 
that,  outside  that  part  of  the  country,  miners  had 
abandoned  tents,  and  lived  in  good  houses.  In 
fact,  in  the  Thames  District  the  miners  had  very 
comfortable  houses,  surrounded  with  gardens  and 
plantations :  so  that,  on  the  score  of  their  not 
paying  rates,  the  honorable  gentleman's  argu- 
ment against  the  reduction  of  taxation  fell  to 
the  ground.  He  would  suggest  to  the  honorable 
gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill  to  reply  as  briefly 
as  possible,  as  there  had  already  been  a  long  de- 
bate on  the  reduction  of  the  gold  duty.  He 
would  himself  support  the  second  reading,  and 
then  the  Bill  would  be  referred  to  the  Gx>ld  Fields 
Committee,  when  many  things  connected  with  it 
could  be  discussed  by  members  practically  ac- 
quainted with  the  matter.  He  did  not  pretend 
to  say  that  he  would  support  the  whole  of  the 
Bill  as  it  stood  at  present.  He  thought  there 
were  many  provisions  in  it  which  would  not  suit 
his  district,  and  it  would  probably  be  better  that 
it  should  be  made  permissive  in  regard  to  the 
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Thames  Gold  Field,  where  a  great  deal  of  the 
monej  raised  in  tbis  way  had  to  be  paid  to  the 
Natiyes,  and  did  not  go  to  tbe  local  bodies  at  all. 

Mr.  BEID  faToured  tbe  reduction  of  the  gold- 
miner's  right  from  20s.  to  10s.,  and  was  rather 
surprised  at  the  remarks  made  bj  tbe  bonorable 
member  for  Motueka  on  tbe  subject.  That  bonor- 
able gentleman  informed  tbe  House  tbat  tbis  cry 
for  reduction  was  not  bond  fide  on  tbe  part  of 
the  miners,  but  came  from  miuing  companies. 
He  (Mr.  Reid)  lived  in  a  large  mining  centre  for 
many  years,  and  found  tbat  it  was  tbe  general 
cry  amongst  the  people  there,  but  not  amongst 
the  County  Councils  and  Borougb  Councils.  It 
was  the  cry  in  such  places  as  Dillman*s  Town, 
Kumara,  and  Stafford  Town.  He  migbt  say  that 
not  Teiy  long  ago  a  meeting  was  held  in  Dill  man's 
Town  in  a  ball  about  balf  tbe  size  of  tbat  cham- 
ber. Fully  a  thousand  miners  attended,  so  tbat 
it  was  not  possible  to  find  room  for  them,  and  be 
was  obliged  to  go  outside  in  order  to  address 
them.  One  of  tbe  first  questions  put  to  him 
there  was,  whetber  he  was  in  favour  of  tbe  re- 
duction both  of  the  gold  duty  and  of  tbe  miner's 
right ;  and  bad  be  not  been  he  would  not  bare 
received  one- fourteenth  part  of  tbe  rotes  on  tbat 
occasion.  He  could  say,  after  an  experience  of 
twenty  years  on  gold  fields,  that  it  was  tbe 
wish  of  tbe  miners  that  the  gold  duty  and 
the  fees  for  miners'  rights  should  be  reduced.  It 
waa  not  so  with  tbe  public  bodies,  because  they 
were  afraid  of  losing  revenue,  and  consequently 
were  now  raising  a  cry  against  tbe  reduction, 
and  sending  telegrams  to  honorable  members 
begging  of  tbem  not  to  vote  in  favour  of  it.  The 
feeing  of  the  miners  was  tbat  they  were  socially 
and  exceptionally  taxed,  and  be  felt  certain  that 
the  Government  would  have  to  face  tbe  question 
sooner  or  later.  Such  counties  as  those  on  the 
west  coast  of  the  Middle  leland  bad  little  or  no 
revenue  except  what  they  obtained  from  tbe  gold 
fields  through  their  miners.  The  miners  paid 
directly  for  tbe  maintenance  of  from  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  to  two  hundred  miles  of  road  in 
the  Westland  District,  and  the  revenue  contri- 
bnted  otherwise  was  a  mere  bagatelle.  While, 
on  the  East  Coast  and  in  the  North  Island,  the 
Government  subsidized  the  rates,  the  people  on 
the  West  Coast  eot  little  or  no  subsidies,  and 
every  public  work  there  —  eTciy  bridge,  every 
roftd  —  had  to  be  paid  for  out  of  tbe  miners' 
pockets.  Certainly  this  was  a  special  tax,  and 
he  was  surprised  that  the  honorable  member  for 
Motueka,  who  claimed  to  be  a  practical  miner, 
should  say  tbat  miners  were  not  subjected  to 
special  taxation. 

Mr.  PYKE  would  briefly  correct  the  errors 
that  one  or  two  bonorable  gentlemen  had  fallen 
into.  He  should  have  imagined  that  the  honor- 
able and  learned  member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr. 
Stewart)  would  have  known  better  than  to  have 
supposed  that  this  question  affected  the  general 
revenue  of  the  colony.  The  honorable  gentleman 
would  no  doubt  be  very  much  astonished  when  he 
was  told  that  it  did  not :  the  fees  were  local  revenue. 
It  would  be  far  more  convenient  if  honorable 
gentlemen  would  confine  their  remarks  to  matters 
they  understood.    He  would  be  tbe  Ust  to  get  up 


and  ooutradict  the  honorable  and  learned  gentle- 
man  on  any  legal  point,  and  he  trusted  the  honor- 
able gentleman  would  not  contradict  him  on  a 
matter  on  which  the  honorable  gentleman  knew 
no  more  than  the  child  unborn.  What  did  he 
mean  by  saying  that  this  measure  was  brought 
forward  in  order  that  honorable  members  migbt 
stand  well  with  their  constituents  ?  The  honor- 
able gentleman  had  been  down  amongst  his 
constituents  very  recently.  Did  he  find  tbat 
he  did  not  stand  well  with  them?  What 
was  the  matter  with  tbe  bonorable  gentleman  ? 
No  doubt  they  all  wished  to  stand  well  with 
their  constituents.  If  not,  they  had  no  right  to 
be  in  the  House.  But,  if  the  honorable  member 
meant  tbat  he  (Mr.  P^ke)  and  other  honorable 
members  who  agreed  with  him  brought  this  Bill 
forward  from  a  desire  to  pander  to  their  consti- 
tuents, and  not  from  a  motive  of  principle,  it 
was  an  insult  which  the  honorable  member  had 
no  right  to  offer  in  that  House.  The  honorable 
member  for  Rodney  brought  forward  the  case  of 
the  Thames  Gold  Field.  They  all  knew  that 
there  were  exceptional  circumstances  about  tbat 
gold  field,  and  there  was  no  reason  why  a  clause 
should  not  be  inserted  in  Committee  to  meet 
such  exceptional  cases.  But  be  protested  against 
the  whole  country  being  sacrificed  to  tbe  Thames. 
The  Treasurer  made  a  few  remarks  which  were 
entirely  wrong.  He  said  the  local  bodies  were 
altogether  relying  on  this  to  carry  on  works,  and 
that,  if  they  did  not  got  this  revenue,  they  woidd 
come  down  and  at^k  for  it  in  another  shape. 
Now,  they  were  not  dependent,  in  tbe  part  of  the 
country  he  came  from,  upon  this  revenue,  nor 
upon  the  land  revenue.  They  got  more  from 
local  taxation  than  from  land  or  gold  revenue. 
If  the  Treasurer  had  stated  the  case  properly, 
how  did  counties  get  on  where  they  bad  no  gold 
revenue  ?  He  had  not  tbe  slightest  idea  of  steal- 
ing into  the  House  to  ask  them  to  reduce  the 
present  taxation  with  the  view  of  requiring  the 
Government  to  supplement  it  from  another 
source.  Strong  advocate  as  he  was  of  the  county 
system,  if  that  system  could  not  exist  without 
oppressing  a  great  industry  let  it  perish  alto- 
gether. The  Treasurer  told  them  the  miner  was 
not  reviled.  Why,  to  mention  the  word  "gold- 
miner"  in  the  House  was  like  holding  up  a  red 
rag :  all  the  bulls  in  the  House  rushed  at  it  im- 
mediately. The  bonorable  gentleman  came  down 
with  soft-sawder,  and  said  what  a  good,  kind  fellow 
the  gold- miner  was,  and  how  ho  loved  him.  If 
80,  why  did  be  not  take  the  burden  off  his  back, 
and  not  allow  him  to  travel  along  sore-footed  and 
sore-backed  ?  The  honorable  member  for  Mo* 
tueka  said  this  cry  came  from  tbe  large  com- 
panies. If  he  knew  an  v  thing  of  what  ho  was 
talking  about  he  would  know  it  could  not.  The 
majority  of  large  companies  held  leases,  and  they 
required  no  miners'  rights  at  all.  When  tbe 
honorable  member  talked  about  ratepayers,  and 
miners  living  in  tents,  he  (Mr.  Fyke)  began  to 
think  that  be  must  be  twenty  years  younger  than 
he  was.  TentiS  wore  unknown  on  the  gold  fields, 
except  among  Chinamen.  Not  only  had  the  miners 
good  houses  and  pleasant  gardens,  but  they  had 
pretty  wives  and  nice  children,  and  lived  in  af 
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decent  and  Cliristian  a  fashion  as  the  honorable 
member  for  Motueka,  or  any  other  honorable 
member.  The  honorable  mernber  said  the  miners 
were  not  ratepayers.  Now,  in  his  county  981 
miners'  rights  were  (akcii  out  last  jear,  and  on 
the  roll  every  one  of  the  holders  of  those  rights, 
except  193,  appeared  as  a  ratepayer.  He  would 
ask  honorable  gentlemen  to  remember  that  in  all 
other  gold  colonies  of  the  Australian  group  these 
burdens  had  been  done  away  with  or  reduced  to 
such  an  extent  that  they  were  not  felt.  New 
Zealand  alone  was  killing  the  goose  that  laid 
the  golden  eggs. 

Question  put,  *'  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time  ;"  upon  which  a  division  was  called 
for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         29 

Noes  23 

Majority  for        6 


Ayes. 


Mr.  Andrews, 
Mr.  Bunny, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  J.  B.  Fisher, 
Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher, 
Mr.  George, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Gisborne, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Lundon, 
Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  Masters, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Reeres, 


Mr.  Rcid, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Shephard, 
Mr.  Speight, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Tainui, 
Mr.  Tawhai, 
Major  Te  Wheoro, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  Tomoana, 
Mr.  Reader  Wood. 

Tellers, 
Mr.  Pyke, 
Mr.  Seddon. 


Nobs. 


Major  Atkinson,  |  Mr.  Rolleeton, 

Mr.  Bain,  [  Mr.  Seymour, 

Mr.  Barron,  j  Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Beetham,  Mr.  Stewart, 

Mr.  Dick,  :  Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Hall,  Colonel  Trimble, 

Mr.  Johnston,  Mr.  Wakefield, 

Mr.  Kelly,  Major  Willis, 

Mr.  McLean,  ;  Mr.  Wright. 
Mr.  Oliver,  Tellers. 

Mr.  Pitt,  !  Mr.  Hursthouse, 

Mr.  Richardson,  '  Mr.  Saunders. 

The  motion  was  consequently  agreed  to,  and 
the  Bill  read  a  second  time. 

GOLD  DUTIES  ABOLITION  BILL. 
Mr.  SEDDON,  in  moving  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill,  said  he  would  not  require  to  say  any- 
thing more,  in  addition  to  the  arguments  already 
adduced  on  this  subject.  Ho  hoped  those  honor- 
able members  who  had  voted  for  the  resolution 
passed  on  a  previous  day  affirming  the  principle 
of  this  Bill  would  also  vote  for  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  Bill.  A  majority  of  39  to  18  had 
afliruied  the  principle  that  the  reduction  in  the 
gold  duty  should  gradually  take  place,  until  the 
duty  was  altogether  abolished  in  1884.  He 
trusted  those  honorable  members  would  be  con- 
Mr.  Pifke 


sistent,  and  vote  for  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill.  He  might  say  that  there  had  been  strenu- 
ous exertions  made  by  various  local  bodies  to  pre- 
vent this  Bill  becoming;  law.  He  was  a  member 
of  six  local  bodies,  and  Chairman  of  three.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Westland  County  Cooncil, 
and,  although  he  knew  that  the  Council  derived 
a  large  revenue  from  this  source,  he  told  the 
Council,  and  he  told  the  electors,  that  he  would 
move  a  resolution  taking  away  this  source  of  thdr 
revenue,  because  he  considered  it  to  be  oppres- 
sive. It  was  a  general  feeling  that  the  mining 
companies  did  not  pay  their  proportionate  share 
of  the  general  revenue.  The  County  Councils 
would  not  take  off  £50  from  the  salary  of  a  County 
Chairman,  or  reduce  the  expenditure  in  wmkiwg 
roads,  often  where  not  required.  Thej  would 
not  move  one  step  towards  the  reduction  of  their 
expenses,  but  kept  on  spending  the  money  about 
the  towns,  instead  of  spending  it  in  opening  up 
the  country  for  prospecting.  Where  there  were 
mining  companies  they  generally  found  macadam- 
ized streets  in  the  towns,  but  if  they  went  a  few 
miles  out  of  the  town  they  had  to  take  a  pa(^- 
horse  and  wade  in  the  mud  to  get  to  the  ordinary 
miners'  claims.  The  County  Councils  were  try- 
ing to  influence  members  of  the  House  to  vote 
against  the  Bill;  but  he  was  propared  to  take 
the  whole  responsibility  upon  his  own  shoulders. 
He  asked  the  House  to  pass  the  Bill  as  an  act  of 
justice.  They  were  not  there  as  the  representa- 
tives of  the  County  Councils  or  the  Borou^ 
Councils,  which  depended  upon  this  revenue.  It 
appeared  that  honorable  members  could  not  move 
a  single  step  in  giving  relief  to  any  person  with- 
out being  interfered  with  by  the  local  bodies.  H 
that  state  of  things  were  to  be  allowed  they 
might  as  well  do  away  with  the  House  altogether, 
and  simply  have  a  few  nominees  to  divide  the 
money  between  the  local  bodies.  Honorable  mem- 
bers could  not  make  a  move  in  any  direction 
without  being  deputationized,  or  receiving  tele- 
grams from  the  local  bodies  opposing  this  or  that. 
He  need  only  refer  to  the  Municipal  Conference 
held  in  Wellington  as  an  illustration  of  thu 
system  of  dictating  to  members  of  the  House 
as  to  what  course  they  should  pursue,  and  he 
was  glad  to  say  that  in  that  case  the  House 
resented  the  interference  with  its  functions.  He 
understood  that,  even  since  the  resolution  was 
passed  the  other  evening,  some  honorable  mem- 
bers who  had  supported  it  had  been  influenced  in 
this  manner  to  oppose  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill.  Ho  would  reserve  any  further  remarks  he 
had  to  make  until  he  replied  at  the  close  of  the 
discussion. 

Major  ATKINSON  had  no  doubt  that  honor- 
able members  had  made  up  their  minds  on  the 
subject,  and  it  was  therefore  useless  to  repeat  the 
remarks  that  had  already  been  made  in  reference 
to  it.  There  was  a  considerable  amount  of  other 
business  to  be  done,  and  he  would  therofore  sug- 
gest that  they  should  come  to  a  decision  at  once. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  would  vote  for  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill  on  the  same  principle  that  he 
voted  ifor  the  second  reading  of  the  last  Bill  — 
namely,  that  those  who  raised  the  money  should 
spend  it,  and  those  who  spent  it  should  nuse  it 
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^riie  sooner  that  the  County  Councils  and  local 
l>odies  had  nothing  to  do  with  this  House  in  the 
^vraj  of  raising  rerenue  the  better.  He  should  ad- 
-vocate  the  abolishing  of  the  miners'  rights  and  the 

f;oId  duty  altogether,  seeing  that  they  were  now 
ocal  revenue ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  it  would  be 
necessary,  if  they  did  that,  that  measures  should 
l>e  passed  tliis  session  to  enable  the  local  bodies  to 
reuse  revenue  for  themselves.  It  would  be  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  pass  such  measures.  It  would 
\ye  unjust  and  wrong  to  deprive  the  local  bodies 
of  these  sources  of  revenue  without  giving  them 
tlie  power  to  raise  revenues  to  meet  their  require- 
ments. 

Mr.  REEVES  did  not  intend  to  oppose  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill,  but  when  the  Bill 
advanced  a  stage  further  he  should  oppose  it, 
inasmuch  as  ho  was  in  favour  of  the  total  abo- 
lition of  the  gold  duty  at  once.  The  gradual 
reduction  of  6d.  an  ounce  year  after  year  would 
be  of  no  benefit  to  the  miners :  tliey  should 
abolish  the  duty  altogether,  and  have  done  with 
it. 

Mr.  MASTEBS  said  that  during  a  previous 
debate  on  this  question  he  endeavoured  to  prove 
that,  however  desirable  under  other  circumstances 
the  abolition  of  the  gold  duty  might  be,  it  would  be 
unjust  to  the  local  bodies  to  pass  such  a  measure 
unless  the  Government  were  prepared  to  subsidize 
those  bodies  in  some  other  way,  or  to  take  oyer 
entirely  the  maintenance  of  the  main  roads,  and 
other  large  public  works.  Indeed,  in  any  case,  he 
believed  the  Government  would  find  it  necessary 
to  take  over  the  maintenance  of  the  main  roads, 
as  there  would  be  no  means  for  the  County  Coun- 
cils to  do  BO.  It  was  impossible  for  these  bodies  to 
keep  the  roads  in  repair.  It  was  only  a  few  weeks 
a^o  that  he,  and  other  Gold  Fields  members,  were 
discussing  the  desirability  of  inducing  the  Govern- 
ment to  look  at  the  gold  duty  as  a  tax  upon 
the  daily  labour  of  the  miner,  and  subsidize  it 
in  the  same  way  as  other  taxation.  He  now 
found  that  honorable  members  were  proposing 
the  abolition  of  the  duty  itself.  He  did  not 
think  they  ought  to  go  any  further  until  the 
Government  were  prepared  to  subsidize  the 
counties  in  some  other  way,  to  make  up  for  the 
deficiency  in  the  revenue.  Honorable  gentle- 
men having  affirmed  tlie  principle  that  the  gold 
duty  was  an  objectionable  tax,  they  should  not 
carry  the  matter  further  this  session,  seeing  that 
almost  the  very  existence  of  the  County  Councils 
depended  on  the  revenue  they  derived  from  this 
source.  It  appeared  to  him  that  the  House 
should  rather  assist  the  Cpunty  Councils  in 
giving  them  revenue  to  meet  their  requirements. 
They  should  not  take  away  this  revenue  from 
those  bodies  without  providing  a  fair  substitute. 
He  thought  the  Hou»e  had  no  right  to  deal  iu 
any  way  with  this  question,  except  at  the  express 
-wish  or  desire  of  the  Councils  or  local  governing 
bodies  themeelves.  He  might  Fav  that  those 
bodies  were  strongly  opposed  to  tne  passing  of 
this  Bill.  When  it  became  known  that  such  a 
Bill  was  before  the  Houie,  the  greatest  alarm  was 
created  amongst  those  local  bodies,  and  honorable 
members  had  received  numerous  telegrams  urging 
upon  them  to  use  their  influence  against  the 
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passing  of  this  measure.    He  held  in  his  hand  a 
bundle  of  telegrams  he  had  received  from   the 
local  governing  bodies  on  the  West  Coast.    They 
were  all  to  the  same  purport,  and  showed  that 
the  gold  duty  formed  the  principal  source  of  their 
revenue,  which  was  wholly  inadequate  to  meet 
their  requirements.    In  consequence  of  the  action 
taken  by  the  House  in  this  matter,  special  meet- 
ings of  Pome  of  the  Councils  had  been  called ;  and 
the  Chairman  of  the  Westland  County  Council 
had    forwarded  him  a  printed  statement,  from 
which  he  would  read  an  extract : — 

"It  is  tolerably  clear  that,  unless  some  very 
radical  change  is  made  by  the  Legislature  in  con- 
nection with  county  finances,  so  far  at  least  as 
Westland  is   concerned,  the  Westland    County 
Council  must  shortly  suspend,  or  altogether  con- 
clude, its  functions,  except  indeed  it  is  able  to 
discover  a  way  of   carrying  on   work   without 
revenue  to  perform  the  work  with.    For  the  last 
year  or  so  it  has  puzzled  many  to  understand  how 
it  was  that  the  Council  were  in  a  position  to  keep 
fairly  alive.     The  mystery  is  explained  when  we 
find   that  the   Council,   during  the  last  twelve 
months,  has  been  anticipating  its  future  revenue 
by  obtaining  large  advances  from  the   Govern- 
ment and  from  its  bank,  on  account  of  future 
revenue  to  accrue.     Thus,  at  this  moment,  deduc- 
tions are  being  made  from  its  monthly  receipts  to 
cover  advances  made  by  the  Government  to  the 
amount  altogether  of  £2,000,  while  a  sum  of 
£27,000  is  due,  outside  of  this,  for  advances  from 
the  floods  vote  of  1878 ;  and  the  counties  propor- 
tion of  the  land  revenue  of  Westland  is  pledged, 
for  years  to  come,  to  repay  an  advance  of  £1,000 
received,  and  of  £2,000  promised  after  June,  1880, 
to  enable  the  Council  to  reconstruct  Hungerford's 
Bridge.      The  actual  ordinary  revenue  of   the 
Council,  prior  to  the  obtaining  of  these  advances, 
was,  as  nearly  as  possible,  £12,000  per  annum; 
and,  before  the  formation  of  the  Boroughs  of 
Kumara  and  Boss,  it  was  little  short  of  £17,000 
per  annum.     The  present  ordinary  rerenue  (with- 
taking  into  account  deductions  made  monthly  to 
repay  the  advances  above  mentioned)   may  be 
roundly  stated  as  follows : — 

Per  annam. 
Gold-fields  revenue       ...  ...      £1,600 

Gold  duty       ...  ...  ...         6,000 

Publicans*  licenses         ...  ...         1,000 

Tolls  ...  ...  ...         1,400 

Kates  and  dog-tax         ...  ...  600 

Subsidy  ...  ...  ...  900 

Total    ...  ...  ...    £11,300 

This  amount,  without  deduction  of  any  kind,  is 
barely  sufficient  to  maintain  the  existing  roads, 
tracks,  and  bridges  ;  to  pay  the  necessary  subsidy 
to  hospitals  and  benevolent  society,  and  ferries ; 
and  to  keep  the  requisite  staff*:  and,  as  new  works 
are  required  in  all  directions,  a  large  augmenta- 
tion of  the  county  revenue  was  what  was  wanted 
and  expected.  The  abolition  of  the  gold  duty,  at 
the  ra<»  of  6d.  per  ounce  per  year,  will,  however, 
not  only  be  a  bar  to  the  prosecution  of  any  new 
county  work  at  all,  but,  unless  a  substitute  of  at 
least  an  equivalent  amount  is  found,  it  will  simply 
wipe  the  Council  out  of  existence.    The  Council 
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will  be  unable  to  maintain  the  roads  and  bridge?, 
will  be  unable  to  subsidize  the  local  charities,  and 
must  close  the  large  number  of  ferries  on  the 
yarious  southern  riyers.  For  the  current  re- 
Tenue,  less  the  gold  duty,  will  be  altogether  in- 
sufficient.    Thus,  the  revenue  will  be — 

In  1880  ...  9,800  instead  of     11,300 

1881  ...  8,800  „  11,300 

1882  ...  6,800         „  11,300 

1883  ...  5,300  „  11,300 
And  out  of  this  small  income  the  Council  are 
supposed  to  perform  all  the  local  work  and  give 
all  the  local  aid  required,  in  a  county  200  miles 
in  length  bj  about  30  miles  iu  width ;  almost 
all  of  it  of  a  rugged  and  difficult,  and  exceptional 
nature ;  liable  to  flood,  and  the  sudden  sweeping 
away  of  the  most  costly  works — and  every  work 
almost  iu  Westland  is,  from  the  nature  of  the 
caio,  more  costly  than  similar  work  elsewhere.*' 

Then  there  was  a  proposition  to  tax  mining 
property.  Well,  the  t-elegrams  ho  held  in  his 
hand  showed  that  mining  property  was  now  taxed. 
Take  the  case  of  Reefton.  The  mining  companies 
paid  for  leases  £1  per  acre,  equal  to  £18  per 
annum  each  claim.  Every  house  or  hut  was 
already  taxed  by  the  County  Councils,  and  these 
telegrams  set  forth  that  by  taxing  machinery  the 
amount  realized  would  be  a  mere  trifle  compara- 
paratively  per  annum,  while  it  would  be  a  most 
expensive  tax  to  collect.  As  the  counties  looked 
upon  the  gold  duty  as  the  main  source  of  rcTonue, 
he  hoped  the  House  would  look  the  matter  fairly 
in  the  face,  and  that  honorable  members  would 
see  it  was  their  duty  not  to  deprive  the  counties 
of  a  tax  which  was  sure,  and  was  easily  collected. 

Mr.  SEDDON  did  not  wish  to  detain  the  House 
long,  but  felt  compelled  to  reply  to  the  honorable 
member  for  Qrey  Valley  (Mr.  Masters),  and  to  de- 
fend the  position  he  (Mr.  Seddon)  had  taken  up. 
The  honorable  member  professed  to  read  what 
were  the  resolutions  passed  by  the  County  Council 
of  Westland,  but  in  reality  he  had  read  a  leading 
article  from  the  West  Coast  Times  of  the  6th  No- 
vember. The  figures  put  together  by  the  County 
Clerk  and  the  County  Chairman  were  used  in 
the  West  Coast  Times,  and  now  they  were  being 
distributed,  because,  as  the  Chairman  was  in 
Wellington  as  a  deputation  from  the  county,  he 
thought  they  would  be  useful  in  more  ways  than 
one.  There  was  every  advantage  in  plain  speaking, 
and  he  (Mr.  Seddon)  was  not  afraid  to  explain 
the  thing.  The  proposition  made  by  him  in  this 
Bill  need  result  in  no  difficulty  if  his  other  pro- 
posal to  amend  the  Rating  Act  were  also  accepted. 
The  counties  would  then  get  well  out  of  the  dif- 
ficulty. 

Mr.  REEVES.— No. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  would  not  in  the  least 
matter  what  gentlemen  like  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  (3-rey  Valley  (Mr.  Reeves)  said.  They  did 
not  care  how  long  this  tax  remained  upon  the 
individual  miner,  so  long  os  capital  and  the 
capitalists  were  left  alone.  Gentlemen  like  the 
honorable  member  came  down  to  that  House, 
talking  loudly  about  the  desirability  of  taxing 
landed  property  and  capital  expended  on  land; 
but  when  it  came  to  a  question  of  taxing  mining 
Mr,  Masters 


property,  held  under  lease,  they  took  up  quite 
a  different  position.  They  were  quite  willing 
to  exempt  from  taxation  machinery,  and  capital 
expended  on  large  leases,  and  which  had  stopped 
work  for  speculative  purposes  or  to  freeze  cer- 
tain shai^eholders  out,  so  long  as  they  could 
keep  on  the  gold  duty.  That  might  be  to  the  in- 
terest of  the  districts  they  represented ;  but  he 
(Mr.  Seddon)  represented  a  district  where  the  indi- 
vidual miners  were  largely  employed,  and  where 
they  had  to  pay  2|  per  cent,  upon  their  income, 
although  their  wages  did  not  average  much  over 
£2  per  week.  It  was  unfair  to  tax  theso  men 
so  heavily.  Instead  of  taxing  them,  they  ought 
to  tax  those  large  companies  which  took  up  large 
quantities  of  land  and  held  it  for  speculative 
purposes.  In  saying  this,  he  was  striking  at  the 
root  of  the  evil,  and  he  was  sure  that,  if  his 
amendment  of  the  Rating  Act  was  accepted,  there 
would  be  plenty  of  revenue  to  allow  of  the  miner's 
right  fees  being  reduced  and  the  gold  duty  being 
reduced,  and  other  charges  which  fell  heavily 
upon  the  miner ;  but,  instead  of  that,  they  found 
that  the  honorable  member  for  Grey  Valley, 
in  the  interests  of  the  largo  mining  companies, 
came  down  to  the  House  with  Bills  like  the 
Companies  Act  and  the  Mines  Act,  under  which, 
where  £3,000  had  been  expended,  they  were 
to  got  three  years'  protection  and  other  advan- 
tages. 

Mr.  REEVES  said  the  honorable  gentleman 
knew  nothing  of  what  he  was  talking  about. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  knew  thoroughly  well 
what  he  was  talking  about.  He  had  not  worked 
so  long  as  he  had  done  on  the  gold  fields  without 
knowing  something  about  the  subject,  and  he 
would  be  quite  willing  at  any  time  to  meet  the 
honorable  gentleman  in  public  and  discuss  the 
matter  with  him  from  any  point  of  view  he 
chose.  The  object  of  the  Bill  he  referred  to  was 
to  allow  capitalists  to  get  leases  for  next  to  no* 
thing,  and  then  to  give  them  extrao^rdinary  privi- 
leges in  the  shape  of  protection  —  if  they  spent 
£500  in  labour  or  money,  they  were  to  have  twelve 
months'  protection ;  if  £3,000,  they  were  to  have 
protection  for  three  years;  and  if  £5,000,  then  for 
five  years — and  to  take  away  from  the  Warden  a 
power  very  properly  placed  in  his  hands  at  the 

E resent  time.  Nor  was  it  proper  to  relieve  share- 
olders  from  responsibility,  as  was  proposed  in  that 
Bill.  However,  the  Gold  Fields  Committee  had 
to  deal  with  these  Bills,  and  it  was  therefore  very 
improbable  that  the  honorable  gentleman  would 
get  his  way  in  regard  to  them.  The  whole  of  the 
opposition  to  the  measure  now  before  the  House 
had  come  from  the  County  Councils,  whicli  would 
not  attempt  to  bring  about  a  better  state  of 
things  while  they  could  get  their  revenue  from 
the  present  sources.  They  cared  nothing  for 
justice  being  done.  But,  if  this  were  the  last  year 
before  the  return  of  the  new  members  of  County 
Councils,  a  great  many  more  people  would  take  up 
the  same  portion  that  he  did.  He  would  tax  pro- 
perty, and  not  individuals ;  but,  in  the  present 
state  of  the  law,  very  little  good  in  that  way  could 
bo  effected.  If  the  maximum  power  of  rating  were 
increased,  the  County  Councils  would  soon  be  in  a 
position  to  raise  sufficient  revenue.   If  the  business 
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people  and  the  farmers  were  rated  at  2^  per  cent. 

on  their  gross  earnings,  they  would  not  paj  an/ 

more  than  the  miners  paid  at  present. 

Question  put,  "  Thut  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 

second  time ;"  upon  which  a  dirision  was  called 

for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         26 

Noes         27 


Majority  against . . 


Mr.  Andrews, 
Captain  Colheck, 
Mr.  Do  Lautour, 
Mr.  J.  B.  Fisher, 
Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher, 
Mr.  George, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Gisborne, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Lundon, 
Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  Mo8:«, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Keeres, 


Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Bain, 
Mr.  Barron, 
Mr,  BeetUam, 
Mr.  Buuny, 
Mr.  Dick, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  Jolm&toD, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  Lcriu, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Oliver, 
Mr.  Pitt, 
Mr.  Richardson, 


Ates. 

I  Mr.  Keid, 
I  Mr.  Slieelian, 

Mr.  Shephard, 

Mr.  Speight, 

Mr.  Swanson, 

Mr.  Tainui, 

Mr.  Tawliai, 

Major  Te  Wheoro, 
;  Mr.  Tole, 
'  Mr.  Eoader  Wood. 

I  Tellers. 

Mr.  Pjke, 
,  Mr.  Seddon. 


Nobs. 


Mr.  Rolleston, 
Mr.  Saunders, 
!\ri'.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tomoana, 
Colonel  Trimble, 
Uv.  Wakefield, 
Major  Willis, 
Mr.  Wright. 

Tellers. 
Mr.  Hursthousc, 
Mr.  Masters. 


Pa  IBS. 
For.  Against, 

Mr.  Brown,  |    Captain  Russell. 

The  motion  was  consequently  negatived. 

The   House  adjourned   at  thirty-fire  minules 
past  twelve  o'clock  a.m. 


LKGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Thursday,  \Zth  November ^  1879. 

Firtt  Be«dJogs— SecoDd  Reading— Third  Readings— Per- 
eonal  Explanation. 

The  Hon.  the  Speaeeb  took  the  chair  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 

Pbayers. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Building  Societies  Bill,  District  Law  Societies 
Bill,  Fine  Arts  Copyright  Bill,  Wairarapa  Race- 
course Bill,  City  of  Auckland  Loans  Consolida- 
tion Bill. 


SECOND  READINa. 
Wellington'Provincial  District  Highway  Boards 
Bill. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Wellington  Provincial  Dbtrict  Highway  Boards 
Bill,  Administration   Bill,  District  Courts  Pro- 
ceedings Validation  Bill. 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  said  that  before  the 
business  was  proceeded  wilh  he  wished  to  say  a  few 
words  with  regard  to  his  absence  on  the  previous 
evening;  and,  with  a  view  to  put  himself  in  order, 
he  would  move  the  adjournment  of  the  Council.  It 
was  not  usual  for  the  absence  of  a  member  to  be 
I  questioned  ;  but  he  understood  that  his  not  being 
>  present  to  move  the  motion  of  which  he  had  given 
I  notice,  with  regard  to  the  Oamaru  Waterworks 
I  Bill,  had  been  commented  upon  in  the  Council. 
He  might  explain,  in  the  first  place,  that  he  was 
not  aware,  when  he  left  the  Council  in  the  aft«r- 
noon,  that  there  would  be  an  evening  sitting,  and 
did  not  become  aware  of  the  fact  until  nine  o  clock 
in  the  evening.  Had  he  known  that  there  would 
be  an  evening  sitling,  he  should  hare  considered 
it  his  duty  to  mention  that  he  did  not  intend  to 
move  the  motion,  which  he  had  merely  put  on  the 
Order  Paper  in  order  to  call  attention  to  the 
absolute  necessity  for  the  appointment  of  this 
Commit  lee.  He  was  informed  that  some  violent 
language  had  been  used  in  regard  to  his  absence; 
but  he  was  quite  sure  that,  so  long  as  the  present 
Speaker  presided  in  that  ChambiT,  no  language 
would  be  used  to  whifh  exception  could  betaken. 
But  such  language  might  have  eseaped  his  notice, 
and  it  was  quite  optional  for  (he  honorable  gentle- 
man who  made  use  of  it  to  act  as  he  thought 
proper  in  the  matter.  He  did  not  ask  for  any 
apology. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  said  it  would 
be  useless  to  pretend  that  tlio  honorable  gentle- 
man was  not  referring  to  him  ;  but  perhaps  he 
nu'ght  be  wrong.  If  the  houorsble  gentleman 
referred  to  him,  ho  trusted  he  would  do  him  the 
courtesy  to  sav  so. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  said  he  had  heard 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  spoke  of  his  absence 
as  an  act  of  gross  discourtesy  to  the  Council.  Ho 
ought  to  add  that,  even  if  he  had  known  there 
was  to  bo  an  evening  silting,  he  should  not  have 
beeu  present,  because  the  state  of  his  health  would 
not  permit  him  to  be  out  at  night. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  said  that 
whoever  told  the  honorable  gentleman  tlmt  he 
had  spoken  of  his  absence  as  gross  discourtesy  had 
misled  him.  The  fact  was  simply  this :  He  thought 
the  act  of  putting  the  names  of  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Waterhouso  and  himself  upon  the  Committee, 
after  they  had  requested  him  to  remove  their 
names,  was  an  act  of  gross  discourtesy  to  them» 
considering  all  the  circumstances.  He  felt  strongly 
that  to  put  their  names  on  the  Committee,  and 
not  to  withdraw  theui  when  requested  to  do  so, 
and  then  to  be  absent  when  the  motion  came  for- 
ward, was  certainly  discourteous.  Since  the  honor- 
able gentleman  had  accused  him  of  using  violent 
language  towards  him,  he  would  ask  the  honor- 
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able  member  to  do  bim  tbe  kindness  to  listen  to 
the  reason  why  be  bad  used  tbat  language.  It 
was  this :  His  honorable  friend,  in  tbe  session  of 
1878,  had  complained  of  the  course  which  the 
Local  Bills  Committee  had  taken.  That  complaint 
had  twice  been  the  subject  of  discussion  in  the 
Council.  It  was  made  the  subject  of  a  report 
from  the  Local  Bills  Committee  to  the  Council. 
The  Council  gave  an  order  about  it,  directing  the 
Committee  to  do  certain  things.  And  yet  this 
session  his  honomble  friend  brought  down  an 
accusation  against  that  Committee  tor  continuing 
to  do  what  they  had  been  directed  to  do,  and  of 
arrogating  to  themselves  functions  which  he  said 
the  Council  had  nerer  ^iren  to  them.  It  was  most 
unjust  and  most  unfair  for  tho  honorable  gentle- 
man to  bring  such  an  accusation  now  against  the 
Local  Bills  Committee,  when  he  was  perfectly 
well  aware  tliat  it  was  on  his  own  complaint  in 
1878  that  the  proceedings  were  taken  to  which  he 
fflir  F.  Dillon  Bell)  had  referred.  Then,  while 
finding  fault  with  the  course  tbe  Committee  had 
taken,  and  choosing  to  propose  another  coune  to 
be  taken  with  respect  to  local  Bills,  he  took  upon 
himself  to  place  his  (Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell's)  name 
on  the  Committee,  and  to  force  him  to  do  in 
another  way  what  he  had  been  doing  under 
the  previous  directions  of  the  Council.  Ho  went 
over  to  the  honorable  gentleman  and  told  him  it 
was  not  usual  to  put  members'  names  on  a  Com- 
mittee without  their  consent,  and  asked  him  to 
withdraw  his  name.  Although  he  had  made  that 
request,  the  honorable  gentleman  still  maintained 
his  name  on  the  Committee,  nnd  the  appointment 
of  the  Committee  was  moved  with  his  name  still 
included.  He  had  since  learned  tho  resolution 
was  moTod  by  his  honorable  and  learned  frien<l 
Mr.  Wilson  without  any  authority  from  the 
honorable  gentleman  opposite.     Was  he  right  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON.— Oli,  }C3.    I  said  so. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  said  that,  if 
he  had  heard  the  honorable  gentleman  say  so,  he 
should  not  have  accused  his  honorable  friend  (the 
Hon.  Mr.  Man  tell)  of  gross  discourtesy ;  but  he 
would  have  accused  his  honorable  and  learned 
friend  instead.  It  was  not  right  for  an  honor- 
able member,  unauthorized,  to  take  upon  him- 
self the  proposal  of  an  offensive  motion  about 
which  there  had  been  a  great  deal  of  personal 
feeling,  and  after  an  honorable  member  bad 
twice  offered  his  apology,  if  he  had  trenched 
upon  the  limits  of  propriety,  or  had  said  any- 
thing to  wound  the  feelings  of  any  honorable 
member  of  the  Council.  He  hoiked  the  honorable 
gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  Mantell)  would  accept 
his  apology  if  he  considered  that  he  bad  been 
guilty  of  using  violent  language,  or  language 
capable  of  such  an  interpretation.  It  was  always 
his  desire  to  observe  a  courteous  regard  for  the 
feelings  of  honorable  members,  and  lie  would  bo 
very  sorry  indeed  to  use  language  that  would  bear 
a  different  interpretation.  But  when,  after  doing 
what  the  Council  authorized  and  enjoined  him  to 
to  do,  he  found  himself  accused  of  acting  against 
the  wish  of  the  Council,  and  heard  that  sentiment 
cheered,  he  would  not  quietly  submit  to  it.  He 
trusted  the  Council  would  allow  him  to  say,  since 
the  matter  had  been  brought  up,  that  he  held 
Son.  Sir  F,  Dillon  Bell 


that  to  be  unfair  play.  He  felt  very  stronglj  on 
this  matter,  and  did  not  deny  that  he  felt  strongly 
upon  it.  He  also  felt  very  strongly  the  coursa 
which  tbe  honorable  gentleman  had  taken.  If 
he  had  not  gone  to  the  honorable  gentleman,  and 
asked  him  to  withdraw  his  name,  the  honorable 
gentleman  might  have  been  justified  in  proposing 
it ;  but  ho  was  not  justified  in  allowing  it  to 
remain  after  being  requested  to  withdraw  it  It 
was  not  at  all  agreeable  to  any  honorable  member 
who  was  doing  his  best  to  carry  out  the  directions 
of  the  Council,  to  be  hauled  over  the  coals  for 
doing  it ;  to  hear  sentiments  against  him  cheered 
by  honorable  members ;  and,  besides  this,  to  be 
forced  to  do  work  in  a  way  he  did  not  think 
right,  or  in  accordance  with  the  Council's  own 
directions.    No  man  should  make  him  do  that. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  desired  to  say  » 
few  words. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  be  would  pro- 
ceed to  put  the  question,  That  tbe  House  do  now 
adjourn.  It  was  quite  right  he  should  state  to 
the  Council  that  it  was  a  privilege  in  the  hands 
of  honomble  members  to  move  the  adjournment 
of  the  House  at  any  time,  but  it  was  a  privilege 
that  had  to  be  very  carefully  exercised. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  inquired  whe- 
ther, on  a  motion  for  adjournment,  the  mover  had 
the  light  of  reply. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  tbat,  as  a  mat- 
ter of  personal  explanation,  the  honomble  mem- 
ber would  be  in  order  in  addressing  the  Council. 
There  was  always  a  latitude  allowed  in  questions 
of  personal  explanation.  If  the  honomble  gentle- 
man had  any  personal  explanation  to  make,  he 
could  do  eo,  but  not  otherwise. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL,  as  a  matter  of 
personal  explanation,  desired  to  say  that  there 
was  a  considerable  misunderstanding  about  this 
matter.  The  Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell  and  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Waterhouse  came  to  him  at  the  sifme  time, 
and  said  nothing  else  than  that  it  was  no  use  put- 
ting tbeir  names  on  tbe  Committee — that  they 
would  not  serve.  Both  were  speaking  at  the 
same  time ;  nnd  that  was  all  he  understood.  His 
sincere  motive  for  proposing  their  names  on  the 
Committee  was  to  show  that,  in  spite  of  any 
inference  that  might  be  drawn  from  what  he  said, 
the  Hon.  Sir  DUlon  Bell  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Water- 
house  were  both  gentlemen  in  whose  fitness  and 
impartiality  he  hud  the  utmost  confidence.  He 
certainly  wa«  not  guilty  of  any  intention  of  dis- 
courtesy, and  trusted  his  honomble  friends  would 
acquit  him  of  any  such  intention.  With  these 
few  remarks  he  begged  leave  to  withdraw  his 
motion. 

Motion  for  adjournment,  by  leave,  withdmwn. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  past  five 
o'clock  p.m. 
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HOUSE  OF  EEPEESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  ISth  November,  1879. 

Fint  Reftdinffs— Kingston-Cromwell  Railwaj— Anokland 
B»ilw»7  Workahopa— Wanganni  Gaol— Okarito  Boad 
— J.  Barton  and  Others  —  OoTemment  Advertiaing 
and  Printing— Newmarket  Pott  Office— Balclutha 
Bridge— Local  Bills— JBaiuarJ— Theatrical  Perform- 
ance* —  Public  Accounts  —  Trarelling  Expenses  of 
Members— Hauhau  Tramway  Company— Lands  Re- 
tamed  to  Maoris — Greymouth  and  Hokitika  Railway 
—Public  Trust  Funds— Taieri  Rirer  Floods— OUgo 
Roads  and  Bridj^es— Collingwood  Election— JJaiuard 
—  Allen  and  Kingstreet  —  Grey  Valley  Petition  — 
Unroted  Salaries,  Native  Department  —  Awatere 
Shearing  Reserre  Management  Bill— Telegrams  for 
Electioneering  Purposes— Elective  Council  BilL 

Mr.  Speakbb  took  the  chair  at  half-post  two 
o'clock. 

PSATEBS. 

FIBST  READINGS. 
Patent*  Bill,  Forest  Tfbes  Planting  Encourage- 
ment Bill,  Wellington  Provincial  District  High- 
way Boards   Bill,  Administration   Bill,  District 
Courts  Proceedings  Validation  Bill. 

KINaSTON-CROMWELL  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  PYKE,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Finn,  asked 
the  Minister  for  Public  Works,  If  any  steps  have 
been  taken  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of 
this  House  passed  on  7th  November,  1877,  on 
the  motion  of  the  member  for  Inrercargill  (Mr. 
Lumsden) — viz.,  "That,  in  the  opinion  of  thLi 
House,  the  further  opening-up  of  communication 
with  the  interior  of  the  southern  part  of  the 
South  Island,  by  an  extension  of  the  line  of  rail- 
way via  Lake  Wakatipu  to  Cromwell,  claims 
consideration ;  and,  therefore,  that  it  be  a  recom- 
mendation to  the  Government  that  a  survey  of 
the  above  line  be  made  during  the  recess,  with  a 
view  of  submitting  the  work  to  tlie  consideration 
of  the  General  Assembly  at  its  next  session" — 
and,  if  not,  if  he  would  bo  prepared  to  recom- 
mend and  prosecute  the  survey  of  such  line,  or 
of  a  line  from  Queenstown  to  Cromwell,  via 
Arrowtown  ? 

Mr.  OLIVER  said  that,  in  consequence  of 
press  of  business  in  the  ofllee,  the  completion  of 
the  survey  had  been  postponed  by  Mr.  Lamach, 
the  then  Minister. 

AUCKLAND  RAILWAY  WORKSHOPS. 

Mr.  TOLE  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  If  he  is  in  a  position  to  inform  this 
House  that  the  preliminary  contract  for  the  re- 
moval of  the  Auckland  railway  workshops  to 
Newmarket  will  be  proceeded  with ;  and  when  ? 
He  had  heard  that  the  contract  was  to  be  pro- 
ceeded with  without  delay,  but  he  would  like 
to  have  an  authoritative  answer  confirming  that 
rumour. 

Mr.  OLIVER  said  he  was  not  in  a  position  to 
give  an  authoritative  answer.  The  appropriation 
had  been  made  for  the  work,  and,  as  he  stated 
some  days  ago,  the  matter  had  been  referred  to 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Whitaker  for  his  opinion,  which 
bad  not  yet  been  received. 


WANGANUI  OAOL. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  asked  the  Minister  of  Jus- 
tice, Whether  any  communication  has  been 
received  from  the  Visiting  Justices  respecting 
the  state  of  the  Wanganui  Gaol  building  ;  and 
when  it  is  proposed  to  commence  the  erection  of 
a  new  gaolr 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  replied  that  reports  had 
been  received  during  a  considerable  period  of 
time  with  regard  to  the  condition  of  this  gaol, 
and  there  was  no  doubt  that  it  required  im- 
mediate attention.  Two  suggestions  had  been 
made — one  to  repair  the  present  gaol,  at  a  cost 
of  about  £300 ;  and  another  to  construct  a  new 
gaol,  at  a  cost  of  £3,500.  In  the  latter  case  the 
gaol  would  be  placed  upon  another  site.  The 
Government  had  not  yet  had  time  to  determine 
which  was  the  more  desirable  course  to  pursue ; 
but  he  might  say  that  under  existing  monetary 
circumstances  it  was  most  probable  that  the  Gt>- 
vemment  would  consider  it  better  to  incur  the 
immediate  expenditure  of  £300  to  repair  the 
gflol,  and  proceed  gradually  afterwards  with  a 
concrete  building  on  another  site. 

,       OKARITO  ROAD. 

Mr.  GISBORNE  asked  the  Government, 
Whether,  under  a  vote  for  roads  to  open  lands 
before  sale,  the  Government  will  place  on  the 
estimates  a  sum  sufficient,  in  addition  to  the 
balance  already  available  for  the  purpose,  to  con- 
nect the  track  from  Lake  Mapouriku,  near  Okarito, 
to  the  Waihou,  witli  the  Main  South  Road  ?  He 
believed  there  was  a  balance  which  would  be  avail- 
able for  this  work,  which  was  an  important  one, 
as  it  would  open  up  a  large  extent  of  Crown 
lands,  and  also  auriferous  land  which  was  now 
being  worked.  He  understood  that  a  balance  of 
£G0O  out  of  the  amount  appropriated  last  year 
was  still  available  for  the  work,  and  he  wished  to 
know  whether  that  would  be  expended  and  sup- 
plemented by  the  Government  in  order  to  com- 
plete the  work. 

Mr.  OLIVER  replied  that  of  course  all  balances 
from  the  previous  year  had  lapsed ;  but  a  vote 
would  be  proposed  to  the  House  to  open  up 
Crown  lands  generally,  and  the  track  indicated  by 
the  honorable  member  would  be  considered. 

J.  BARTON  AND  OTHERS. 

Mr.  REID  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  If  it 
is  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  place  the 
sum  of  £400  on  the  estimates,  as  recommended 
by  the  Waste  Lands  Committee,  in  settlement  of 
claims  of  John  Barton,  Thomas  Hamilton,  and 
others,  petitioners? 

Mr.  OLIVER  replied  that  a  sum  would  be 
offered  to  the  persons  mentioned,  in  settlement  of 
their  claims.  He  believed  a  settlement  would  be 
effected. 

GOVERNMENT  ADVERTISING  AND 
PRINTING. 

Mr.  GEORGE  asked  the  Government^  If  they 
will  lay  before  this  House  a  rel  uni  showing  the 
amount  paid  to  each  newspaper  in  the  colony  for 
advcKisin^  and  printing  (separately)  for  the  six 
years  previous  to  the  date  up  to  which  the  return 
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supplied  in  reply  to  tbe  motion  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Waikouaiti  had  been  furnished  ? 

Mr.  HALL  replied  that  the  preparation  of  this 
return  would  inrolve  considerable  labour,  and  it 
was  quite  impossible  to  prepare  it  this  session. 
It  would  iuToWe  so  much  labouf,  and  take  up  so 
much  time,  that  the  GoTernment  would  not  feci 
justified  in  putting  the  colonj  to  the  expense 
without  a  direction  for  that  purpose  on  the  part 
of  the  House. 

NEWMARKET  POST  OFFICE. 

Mr.  TOLE  asked  the  Fostmaster-Oeneral,  If 
he  will  lay  before  this  House  the  report  of  the 
Chief  Postmaster  at  Auckland  on  the  advi»abilitj 
of  erecting  a  post  q^co  in  connection  with  the 
telegraph  office  at  Newmarket  ? 

Mr.  HALL  would  be  happy  to  lay  the  report 
on  the  table.  There  was  a  letter  from  the  honor- 
able gentleman  himself  which  led  to  the  report, 
and  whicli  he  would  also  lay  on  the  table. 

BALCLUTHA  BRIDQE. 

Mr.  THOMSON,  in  moving  the  motion  stand- 
ing in  his  name,  said  that  the  numerously-signed 
petition  which  he  had  presented  on  a  previous 
day  related  to  the  re-erection  of  the  bridge  over 
the  river  at  Balclutha.  The  destruction  of  that 
bridge  was  a  very  great  dmwback  not  only  Xo  the 
Clutha  District,  but  also  to  the  whole  of  the 
southern  districts  of  Otago  and  Southland.  Tliat 
was  the  reason  why  the  petition  was  so  nume- 
rously signed.  When  lie  presented  that  petition 
he  did  not  see  any  useful  purpose  in  referring 
it  to  the  Public  Petitions  Committee,  as  that 
Committee  would  either  report  that  they  had 
no  recommendation  to  make,  or  that  the  petitioii 
should  be  referred  to  the  Government.  It  was 
really  only  tho  Q-overnment  who  could  deal  with 
a  petition  of  this  sort. 

Mr.  BAIN  had  great  pleasure  in  seconding  the 
motion.  He  might  state  that  this  petition  had 
been  very  numerously  signed  in  the  district  from 
which  he  came,  and  he  had  been  n  quested  by 
tho  Southland  County  Council  to  give  the  matter 
his  support. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "That 
the  petition  of  upwards  of  six  hundred  residents 
and  settlers  in  tho  southern  disl  icts  of  Otago,  re- 
lating to  the  Balclutha  Bridge,  should  be  referred 
to  tlie  Government  for  their  consideration." — 
{Mr,  Thomson.) 

Mr.  OLIVER  said  the  Government  had  no 
objection  to  offer  to  this  petition  being  referred 
to  thc;n.  fi^  would  merely  mention  that  the 
local  bodies  in  the  district  had  a  large  sum  ad- 
vanced them  out  of  the  £50,000  which  the  House 
voted  last  year  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  those 
districts  which  had  suflVred  from  floods.  He 
thought  tho  Balclutha  County  Council  had  re- 
ceived £7,500. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

LOCAL  BILLS. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON,   in   moving  the  motion 

standing  in  his  name,  said  he  had  mentioned  the 

subject  to  a  great  many  honorable  members,  and 

he  believed  every  member  to  whom  he  had  spoken 

Mr,  Qeorge 


agreed  with  him  that  tho  time  had  come,  or  was 
close  at  hand,  when  some  different  system  must 
be  adopted  from  that  which  at  present  prevailed 
for  dealing  with  the  particular  class  of  legislation 
to  which  his  resolution  referred.  No  doubt 
honorable  members  were  generally  aware  that 
for  the  last  two  years  this  matter  had  been  dealt 
with  in  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  by 
referring  all  local  Bills  to  a  Select  Committee. 
It  had  been  his  intention,  in  the  first  instance, 
to  bring  down  a  distinct  resolution,  asking  the 
House  to  call  upon  tbe  Government  to  propose 
such  a  Committee  at  the  commencement  of  next 
session ;  but  he  was  informed  that  the  proper 
course  to  attain  that  object  was  to  bring  forward 
such  a  resolution  as  that  which  he  was  now  mov- 
ing. He  need  hardly  take  up  the  time  of  the 
House  by  pointing  out  what  hod  necessitated  some 
such  action  as  thirfi,  further  than  to  say  that,  pre- 
vious to  the  abolition  of  provinces,  a  great  por- 
tion of  these  local  Bills  came  before  tho  Provin- 
cial Councils,  the  members  of  which  bodies  were 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  local  necessities. 
Since  the  abolition  of  the  provinces  this  class  of 
Bills  came  to  the  House  in  much  larger  numbers, 
and  necessarily  so ;  and  those  who  had  watched 
tiie  course  of  legislation  during  tho  present  and 
last  session  must  have  seen  that  a  great  many 
of  these  Bills  had  gone  through  tho  House  with- 
out many  honorable  members  knowing  anything 
about  them.  They  must  also  have  seen  many 
j  petitions  presented  with  regard  to  these  Bills 
I  while  they  were  going  through  their  various 
,  stages  in  the  House,  and  there  was  no  oppor- 
tunity given  to  the  petitioners  to  be  heard  before 
the  Bills  were  passed  through  the  House.  If 
tlie  course  he  proposed  was  approved  of  by  the 
Stauding  Orders  Committee,  and  a  Committee 
was  n|»poiutcd  to  whom  these  Bills  should  be 
rcferiid,  the  members  of  that  Committee  would, 
at  all  events,  have  an  opportunity  of  making 
themselves  thoronghly  aequainted  with  the  sub- 
ject-matter of  the  Bills,  and  of  teeing  that  no 
injury  was  done  to  persons  affected,  and  would 
report  to  tho  House  for  its  guidance. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "  That  it 
be  an  instruction  to  the  Standing  Orders  Com- 
mittee to  consider  and  report  whether  it  is  de- 
sirable to  adopt  any  special  rules  or  Standing 
Orders  for  the  consideration  of  BilU  of  a  locw 
or  personal  character,  or  of  Bills  which,  though 
not  strictly  private  Bills,  affect  i\\e  interest  of 
private  individuals." — {Mr.  Richardson.) 

Mr.  HALL  thought  the  motion  an  exceed* 
iugly  useful  one.  Owing  to  the  large  amount 
of  local  business  that  now  devolved  upon  the 
House,  Bills  affecting  local  interests  really  passed 
without  that  knowledge  on  the  part  of  mem- 
bers which  they  ought  to  possess,  and  without 
that  careful  and  detailed  consideration  which 
such  measures  ought  to  receive.  The  conse- 
quence had  been  that,  even  during  the  presciJt 
session,  Bills  affecting  local  reserves  and  other 
local  questions  had  passed  through  the  House 
without  such  fair  notice  to  the  localities  inter- 
estod  as  they  ought  to  have  received.  In  tbe 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  as  the  honorable 
gentleman  stated,  this  question  was  taken  up  two 
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jeara  ago.  It  was  now  being  considered  there, 
and  ho  understood  a  wish  had  been  expressed 
for  the  adoption  of  some  joint  Standing  Order  or 
other  means  by  which  harmony  of  action  between 
the  two  branches  of  the  Legislature  in  regard  to 
these  local  Bills  might  be  establislied.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  the  Standing  Orders  Committee  would 
endearour  to  ascertain  what  was  being  done  in 
the  other  branch  of  tlie  Legislature,  and  would 
put  themselves  in  communication  with  it,  so 
that  there  might  be  something  like  uniformity  of 
action  with  regard  to  tliose  measures. 

Mr.  GISBORNE  quite  agreed  with  tlie  motion. 
Would  the  mover  agree  io  add  the  words  "or 
public  bodies"? 

Mr.  KELLY  thought  it  was  very  desirable 
that  this  question  should  be  referred  to  the  Stand- 
ing Orders  Committee.  The  Legislative  Council 
hflbd  adopted  a  procedure  with  regard  to  local 
Bills  which  was  very  embarrassing  to  members 
of  this  House,  and  had  passed  Standing  Orders 
which  lie  thought  ought  not  to  be  passed  without 
the  consent  of  this  House.  Those  Bills  should  be 
dealt  with  by  a  Joint  Committee  of  both  Houses. 
Since  Abolition  a  large  amount  of  additional  local 
legislation  was  thrown  on  the  Parliament,  and 
the  whole  question  ought  to  be  considered  in  a 
broad  aspect.  Whatever  was  done  should  be  done 
concurrently  by  both  Houses. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR  thought  it  had  been  shown' 
that  there  was  a  great  necessity  for  something  of 
this  kind.  The  other  branch  of  the  Legislature 
had  passed  certain  standing  rules*  and  orders  with 
reference  to  the  inlroduction  of  local  Bills,  but 
oven  that  branch  had  not  determined  finally  on 
the  practice  it  intended  to  pursue.  It  had  only 
laid  down  rules  referring  to  the  introduction  of 
measures.  It  would  be  extremely  desirable  with 
regard  to  that  branch  of  procedure  to  lay  down 
joint  Standing  Orders  bj  both  Houses.  At  pro- 
-sent  he  understood  the  other  branch  was  consider- 
ing whether  its  Comuiittees  should  examine  into 
the  merits  of  particular  measures.  It  had  not 
yet  come  to  a  determination  on  that  point.  It 
was  a  point  of  great  importance  that  Committees 
should  have  power  to  examine  inio  and  repoit  to 
the  House  o»  the  merits  of  the  Bills.  He  could 
give  an  instance  in  point.  He  had  the  honor  to 
bring  up  a  report  to-day  from  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Private  Bills  on  a  measure  submitted 
for  their  consideration,  which  they  found  was  a 
private  BilL  Very  great  delay  would  be  entailed 
upon  the  promoters  of  that  measure  in  order  to 
put  it  into  such  shape  as  would  make  it  accept- 
able to  the  House.  Had  tlmt  measure  been  sub- 
mitted to  a  special  Committee  the  error  would 
have  been  discovered  earlier,  and  valuable  time 
tafed.  In  addition  to  that,  a  kind  of  rough 
knowledge  would  be  given  as  to  the  merits  and 
bearing  of  each  measure  that  cume  before  the 
House ;  so  that  members  would  be  able  to  mako 
up  their  minds  more  speedily  as  to  how  they 
should  vote. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  moved,  as  an  amendment. 
That  the  words  *'or  public  bodies"  be  embodied 
in  the  resolution  after  the  words  "private  indivi- 
duals," and  to  add  the  words,  "and  to  confer 
with  any  Committee  which  may  be  appointed 


for  a  similar  purpose  by  the  Legislative  Council, 
and  to  report  either  jointly  or  separately." 

Mr.  WRIGHT  thought  that  in  order  to  attain 
the  object  of  the  mover  it  would  be  necessary  for 
tho  Committee  to  define  a  little  more  clearly  what 
constituted  public  Bills,  local  Bills,  and  privato 
Bills.  Now,  in  the  ca«e  of  a  Bill  he  moved,  even 
the  lawyers  charged  with  the  drafting  of  the  Bill 
were  not  able  to  interpret  the  law  on  the  subject. 
They  were  instructed  repeatedly  to  draw  it  up  as 
a  local  Bill ;  but  a  Committee  of  the  Legislature 
decided  that  it  was  a  private  Bill.  Standing 
Order  292  said,— 

"  Private  Bills  shall  bo  understood  to  be  Bills 
which  are  promoted  for  the  private  interests  of 
individuals  or  companies,  or  which,  by  their  pro- 
vision, directly  interfere  with  the  private  property 
of  individuals ;  and  the  Private  Bills  Committee 
should  give  a  liberal  interpretation  to  the  Stand- 
ing Orders  in  favour  of  Bills  of  a  public  nature." 

He  ventured  to  say  that  had  scarcely  been  car- 
ried into  effect  in  the  case  he  had  alluded  to. 

Motion,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

HANSARD, 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR,  in  moving  tlie  motion 
standing  in  his  name,  said  it  was  submitted  by 
direction  of  the  Reporting  Debates  Committee. 
It  transpired  incidentally,  during  the  Commit- 
tee's inquiry  into  another  matter,  that  for  some 
time  past,  dating  as  far  bfick  as  1871,  it  had 
been  the  custom  to  send  proofs  of  speeches  made 
in  Parliament  to  the  Speakers  and  to  Government 
House.  Tho  Committee  saw  no  reason  for  that 
practice  so  far  as  Government  House  was  con- 
cerned, and  thought  it  desirable  to  report  their 
unanimous  opinion  that  the  practice  should  cease. 
They  were  not  able  to  ascertain  very  clearly  how 
the  practice  originated.  The  Chief  Reporter  could 
not  at  present  inform  them  accurately,  neither 
could  the  Government  Printer.  The  impression 
prevailing  among  those  gentlemen  was  that  the 
order  was  giren  by  a  former  Speaker  in  the  time 
of  Sir  G.  Bowen,  as  far  back  as  1871.  But  tho 
Committee,  iu  considering  the  matter,  saw  no 
reason  why  proofs  of  speeches  should  be  sent — as 
in  practice  was  tho  case  at  present — to  the  Pri- 
vate Secretary  at  Government  House.  The  Com- 
mittee thougi.t  the  Hansard  reports  —  so  long 
as  a  sjslcm  of  revie«ion  was  approved  of  by  the 
House — should  be  a  sufficient  intimation  to  all 
outside  the  Hour^e  as  to  what  took  place  in  it. 
He  did  not  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  the  present 
system  of  revision  of  speeches  was  all  that  could 
be  desired.  The  Committee  had  that  also  under 
consideration,  and  he  believed  they  would  shortly 
have  some  suggestions  to  make  to  the  House 
for  the  better  control  of  the  revision  of  speeches, 
as  well  as  for  the  general  improvement  of  Han- 
sard.  But  so  long  as  members  were  allowed  \o 
revi:«e  their  speeches,  even  if  that  system  of  revi- 
sion were  rather  faulty,  there  seemed  to  the  Com- 
mittee no  reason  why  proofs,  taken  down  with  all 
their  errors  and  inadvertencies,  should  bo  sub- 
mitted to  any  one  outside  the  House.  For  that 
reason  he  was  instructed  to  bring  the  motion  be- 
fore the  House. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  ''That 
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this  HousOi  in  accordance  with  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Reporting  Dehates  Committee,  resolves 
that  in  future  no  proofs  of  speeches  made  in 
the  Hou§e  he  sent  out  from  the  Printing  Office, 
except  to  the  Speaker  and  the  memhers  whose 
speeches  are  reported." — (Mr.  De  Lautour.) 

Mr.  HALL  trusted  the  Committee  would  con- 
sider the  advisabihty  of  having  the  numbers  of 
Hansard  issued  earlier  than  at  present,  as  the 
time  at  which  the  published  reports  of  speeches 
reached  honorable  members  was  bo  long  after 
they  were  delivered  as  to  practically  deprive 
them  of  half  their  value.  It  was  now  necessary 
to  look  to  other  sources  of  information  for  what 
honorable  members  said  ;  and  those  sources  were 
very  imperfect.  He  trusted  some  steps  would  be 
taken  which  would  have  the  effect  of  very  much 
expediting  the  issue  of  Hansard.  He  thought 
that  perhaps  proofs  should  not  be  sent  to  any  one 
outside  the  House,  but  he  did  not  understand 
this  objection  to  extend  to  revises  of  speeches 
which  had  been  corrected. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  did  not  approve  of  the  mo- 
tion. He  quite  agreed  that  it  would  be  better 
if  revised  proofs  were  sent  to  the  Private  Secre- 
tary of  the  Governor  if  they  could  be  obtained 
quickly.  He  thought  it  was  better  that  the  proofs 
should  go  without  revision  than  that  they  should 
be  left  to  the  mere  newspaper  reports  of  speeches 
in  the  House.  Whatever  might  be  the  faults  in 
the  Hansard  proofs  before  they  were  corrected, 
he  must  lay  they  were  infinitely  better  than  any 
other  source  from  which  any  one  could  learn 
what  had  been  said  in  the  House.  Unless  the 
revised  speeches  could  be  sent  out  more  quickly 
than  the  Hansard  was  published,  it  would  be 
much  better  that  matters  should  remain  as  at 
present  without  any  alteration.  It  appeared  to 
him  that  what  they  had  mostly  to  complain  of 
in  regard  to  Hansard  was  that  the  speeches  were 
so  infinitely  improved  that  they  gave  very  little 
idea  of  the  manner  in  which  eome  members 
occupied  the  time  of  the  House  to  no  usefid 
purpose.  He  could  only  say  that  the  speeches 
should  be  reported  more  faithfully,  so  that  the 
publio  might  have  a  better  idea  of  the  nonsense 
talked  in  the  House,  and  the  immense  amount  of 
time  taken  up  to  no  good  purpose  whatever. 

Mr.  SHRlMSKI  said  the  honorable  member 
was  quite  right.  He  was  passing  the  Library  a 
fortnight  or  three  weeks  ago  and  saw  the  honor- 
able member  correcting  his  speech,  and  he  was 
certainly  making  it  better  than  what  he  had  said 
in  the  Hous«. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR,  in  reply  to  what  had 
fallen  from  the  Premier,  taid  the  Government 
Printer  had  given  him  hope  to-day  tliat,  provided 
certain  alterations  were  made  which  had  been 
spoken  of  by  the  Reporting  Debates  Committee, 
with  the  object  of  compressing  matter  which  was 
not  of  primary  importance,  and  the  Chief  Re- 
porter was  relieved  from  his  constant  round  in 
the  gallery  as  an  ordinary  reporter,  and  his  ser- 
vices were  placed  at  the  disposal  of  Hansard 
for  the  real  object  for  which  they  were  originally 
intended — namely,  that  of  revision — a  daily  Han- 
sard^ without  stitching  or  binding,  was  a  matter 
which  it  was  quit«  possible  to  provide.  When 
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more  carefully  revised  it  could  be  issued  in  num- 
bers afterwards.  Some  suggestion  of  that  sort 
would  be  considered  by  the  Committee.  He  was 
sure  that  honorable  members  would  be  glad  to 
sacrifice  some  little  advantages  in  order  to  secure 
that  object.  Of  course  the  proposal  would  be 
submitted  to  the  House. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

THEATRICAL  PERFORMANCES. 

Mr.  DICE,  in  moving  the  motion  standing  in 
liis  name,  said  his  honorable  friend  the  member 
for  Invercargill  had  put  a  question  to  the  Premier 
on  this  subject  on  the  previous  day,  and  had 
been  informed  by  him  that  the  Government  were 
fully  alive  to  the  importance  of  this  subject. 
He  doubted  if  they  were  fully  alive  to  its  im- 
portance :  if  so,  there  would  be  no  hesitation 
in  saying  that  a  Bill  would  be  brought  in.  The 
country  had  recently  cried  out  for  such  a  Bill.  Ho 
had  heard  complaints  made  over  and  over  again 
in  the  South.  Even  the  newspapers  had  taken 
up  the  matter  so  strongly  that  they  had,  to  their 
credit,  for  some  time  refused  to  print  notices  of 
some  of  the  theatrical  performances  which  had 
taken  place.  Surely  the  Government  should  be 
able  to  step  in  aud  say  that  such  performances 
should  not  go  on.  In  Otago,  some  seventeen 
years  ago,  an  Ordinance  had  been  enacted  con- 
trolling these  theatrical  performances,  and  the 
result  was  that  there  had  been  no  improper  en- 
tertainment. It  was  thought  that  the  Ordinance 
was  still  in  force,  but  it  was  found  that  an  Act 
passed  by  this  House,  and  which  gave  an  imperfect 
amount  of  power,  had  entirely  overridden  that  Or- 
dinance. He  asked  that  a  Bill  should  be  brought 
in  not  only  restoring  those  powers  to  Otago,  but 
giving  them  to  the  whole  country.  He  was  glad 
that  the  Premier  acknowledged  the  importance  of 
this  subject,  and  that  the  only  question  was,  whe- 
ther it  should  be  introduced  by  a  private  member 
or  by  the  Government.  In  a  matter  of  such  im- 
portance the  proper  course  would  be  for  the  Go- 
vernment to  bring  in  the  measure,  and  endeavour 
to  have  it  carried  through  the  House. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "  That  it 
is  expedient  for  the  Government  to  hare  power  to 
control  theatrical  performances,  and  that  a  Bill 
be  brought  in  by  the  Government  giving  such 
power."— (If A  Dick.) 

Mr.  STEWART  beUeved  if  a  measure  of  this 
sort  were  brought  forward  it  would  meet  with 
the  approval  of  every  member  of  the  House.  Al- 
though the  motion  was  worded  in  a  general  way, 
he  understood  it  was  directed  against  some  spe- 
cific class  of  performances.  In  England,  and  in 
almost  every  British  colony,  laws  existed  by  wliich 
performances  of  an  obscene  or  indecent  character 
could  be  effectually  put  down.  In  this  colony, 
through  some  oversight  in  the  legislation,  the 
law  was  very  unsatisfactory,  and  in  an  imperfect 
state.  Seeing  that  such  laws  existed  in  England 
and  in  other  colonies,  the  Government  might  feel 
some  confidence  in  bringing  forward  a  law  on 
the  subject.  The  circumstances  which  gave  rise 
to  testing  the  law  on  this  question  had  occurred 
in  the  City  of  Dunedin.  The  City  Council  found 
that,  although  it  was  desirable  that  a  law  should 
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exist  on  the  subject,  they  thexuseWes  were  help- 
less to  put  down  what  was  universally  considered 
to  be  a  very  improper  performance.  There  was 
8  limit  beyond  which  tlie  law  should  not  allow 
these  performances  (o  go,  and  that  limit  had  been 
greatly  transgressed.  He  thought  the  Govern- 
ment should  not  hesitate  one  momeut  in  bringing 
forward  a  measure  for  the  purpose  of  regulating 
performances  of  that  kind  in  future. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  the  Premier  stated  on 
a  recent  occasion  that  the  Government  heartily 
sympathized  with  the  object  the  honorable  mem- 
ber bad  in  view,  and  that  the  Gx)vernment  had 
already  taken  steps  to  have  a  Bill  prepared.  A 
Bill  was  prepared,  and  the  Government  would 
bring  it  down,  and  do  its  best  to  carry  it  through. 
Whether  that  was  possible  would  rest  very  much 
with  the  House.  It  would  not  be  for  want  of 
will  and  endeavour  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment, if  the  Bill  were  not  carried. 

Mr.  TURKBULL  thought  the  matter  rested 
very  much  with  the  people  themselves.  A  clause 
might  be  inserted  in  the  Municipal  Corporations 
Act,  giving  power  to  the  Mayors  and  different 
Municipalities  to  declare  that  no  such  entertain- 
ments should  take  place  in  the  towns.  That 
would  be  a  successful  mode  of  dealing  with  the 
matter,  and  one  more  in  accordance  with  the  taste 
of  the  people. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

PUBLIC  ACCOUNTS. 

Mr.  HALL,  in  moving  the  motion  standing  in 
his  name,  explained  that  he  had  kept  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee  below  the  number  usually 
proposed,  with  the  view  of  making  it  more  work- 
able. Honorable  members  who  had  been  omitted, 
and  who  would  have  been  useful  members  of  the 
Committee,  would  understand  the  reason  for  the 
course  token.  He  trusted  the  selection  he  had 
made  would  commend  itself  to  the  House. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "That  a 
Select  Committee,  to  consist  of  fourteen  members, 
be  appointed,  to  examine  into  and  report  upon 
questions  relating  to  the  Public  Accounts ;  five 
to  be  a  quorum ;  and  that  this  Committee  be'  a 
Parliamentary  Committee.  The  Committee  to 
consist  of  Major  Atkinson,  Mr.  McLean,  Mr. 
Stevens,  Mr.  Reader  Wood,  Mr.  Saunders,  Mr. 
Dick,  Mr.  Bollance,  Mr.  Hislop,  Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Moss,  Mr.  Gisbomc,  Sir  G.  Grey,  Mr.  John- 
ston, and  the  mover." — {Mr.  Hall.) 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR  would  like  to  propose  an 
addition,  if  the  Government  did  not  object.  For 
some  time  past  there  had  been  a  great  deal  of 
dissatisfaction  in  regard  to  the  results  of  the  audit 
of  local  governing  bodies*  accounts  by  Govern- 
ment auditors.  It  might  seem  that  an  inquiry 
into  such  matters  would  be  within  the  order  of 
reference ;  but  he  hardly  thought  it  would,  be- 
cause the  motion  simply  referred  to  ''Public  Ac- 
counts." He  would  like  to  propose  the  following, 
by  way  of  addition  :  "  That  it  be  a  special  instruc- 
tion to  the  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  systems 
from  time  to  time  in  force  providing  for  the  audit 
of  the  accounts  of  local  governing  bodies  by  Go- 
vernment auditors  ;  to  report  to  the  ^ouse  gene- 
rally thereon,  and  particularly  as  to  what  facilities 
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exist  for  checking  and  controlling  irregularities 
which  may  be  detected  by  such  auditors  in  the 
prosecution  of  their  duties."  There  was  an  im- 
pression prevalent  that,  although  they  had  paid 
auditors  to  examine  into  the  accounts  of  local  go- 
verning bodies,  the  reports  of  those  auditors  be- 
came really  a  dead-letter,  unless  they  were  enforced 
by  some  process  which  at  present  did  not  exist. 
He  believed  that  by  law  the  local  governing  bodies 
whose  accounts  might  be  under  consideration 
ought  to  publish  the  reports  of  the  auditors,  but 
he  understood  that  there  was  nothing  to  compel 
such  publication.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  there 
were  several  reports  which  should  be  considered 
by  members  of  the  House,  at  all  events,  in  rela- 
tion to  several  local  governing  bodies  in  this 
colony.  Their  finances  were  not  in  a  satisfactoi^ 
state  in  many  instances,  and  very  often  their 
valuations  of  the  property  which  they  held  were 
altogether  wrong.  Fallacies  of  that  kind  had 
been  pointed  out  by  the  auditors ;  but  there  was 
really  no  system,  so  far  as  he  was  aware,  of  con- 
trolling or  enforcing  the  audit.  It  would  be  a 
very  useful  thing  if  the  Public  Accounts  Com* 
mittee,  which  was  a  Parliamentary  Committee, 
felt  it  to  be  one  of  their  primary  duties,  in- 
structed by  the  House,  to  report  from  time  to 
time  upon  the  sjstem  of  auditing  the  accounts  of 
local  governing  bodies.  These  bodies  received 
large  sums  of  pubUc  money,  and  it  was  right  that 
the  House,  as  representing  the  people,  should 
know  exactly  what  was  being  done  with  the  money. 
He  hoped  the  Government  would  not  object  to 
Some  addition  of  the  kind  he  had  indicated :  he 
was  not  wedded  to  the  particular  form. 

Mr.  PYKE  agreed  with  a  great  deal  that  had 
fallen  from  the  honorable  member  for  Mount  Ida; 
but  the  honorable  gentleman  did  not  go  quite 
far  enough.  All  local  bodies  did  not  have  their 
accounts  audited  by  Government  auditors.  Espe- 
cially was  this  the  case  in  regard  to  Municipal 
Corporations.  He  knew,  of  his  own  knowledge, 
that  many  pajments  were  made  by  the  Municipal 
Corporations  which  were  entirely  contrary  to  the 
spirit  and  letter  of  the  Municipal  Corporations 
Act.  They  appointed  their  own  auditors,  who 
made  a  perfunctory  examination  of  accounts  and 
vouchers,  and  did  not,  in  any  proper  sense  of  the 
word,  audit  the  accounts  at  all.  He  thought 
Municipal  Corporations  should  be  brought  under 
the  system  of  public  audit.  Then,  again,  with 
regard  to  counties :  Their  accounts  were  audited 
by  a  public  auditor,  and — at  any  rate,  so  far  as 
the  auditor  for  the  Provincial  District  of  Otago 
was  concerned— that  officer  did  his  work  extremely 
well.  But  here  was  a  case  which  had  arisen  on 
more  than  one  occasion  :  It  was  found  that  coun- 
ties had  expended  monejs  for  purposes  which 
were  beyond  the  powers  conferred  upon  them  by 
the  Act — ultra  virest  in  fact.  What  could  the 
auditor  do  ?  He  certified  to  the  effect  that  the 
accounts  were  perfectly  correct,  but  that  a  certain 
sum  had  been  expended  which  the  county  had  no 
power  to  expend  for  the  purpose :  and  there  the 
matter  ended.  He  could  name,  if  necessary,  two 
counties  in  which  such  remarks  had  been  at- 
tached to  the  auditor's  certificate.  There  was  no 
power  to  spend  ratepayers'  money  or  Government 
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money  on  the  purposes  for  which,  in  some  cases, 
it  had  been  spent.  The  auditor  knew  that, 
but  there  was  no  remedy;  and  therefore,  unless 
the  county  conscientiously  kept  its  expenditure 
within  the  four  comers  of  the  Act.  which  it 
should  do,  it  might  lavish  money  in  the  most  wild 
and  irrational  manner,  and  the  only  tiling  that 
could  be  done  was  to  say  it  had  done  so  very  im- 
properly. There  was  no  means  of  compelling 
the  local  authorities  to  rectify  the  matter,  unless 
some  ratepayer  chose  to  sue  the  Councillors  in- 
dividually or  collectively.  He  would  like  to  see 
some  remedy  adopted,  because  the  practice  might 
lead  to  gross  abuses.  If  he  was  not  mistaken, 
the  honorable  member  for  Wakatipu  put  a  ques- 
tion to  the  Government  in  the  early  part  of  the 
session  asking  them  if  they  would  provide  for  the 
audit  of  the  accounts  of  all  local  bodies,  and  he 
went  on  also  to  ask  whether  they  would  provide 
for  a  public  audit  of  all  the  accounts  of  benefit 
societies.  He  (Mr.  Pyke)  forgot  what  answer 
was  given  to  the  question.  Beally  this  applied 
also  to  benefit  societies,  which  should  have  some 
supervision  exercised  over  them  if  they  were  to 
be  safe  depositories  of  the  contributions  of  the 
persons  who  belonged  to  them.  He  merely  threw 
this  out  as  a  suggestion. 

An  Hon.  Memsbb  suggested  that  the  words 
"by  Government  auditors"  should  bo  omitted 
from  the  amendment. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR  would  rather  carij  half 
the  measure  than  run  the  risk  of  losing  the  whole. 
The  word  "public"  might  be  substituted  for 
"Government."  He  would  ask  leave  to  make 
that  alteration. 

Mr.  HALL  said  the  object  was  an  exceedingly 
desirable  one,  but  he  rather  questioned  whether, 
if  the  Committee  were  to  go  outside  the  investi- 
gation of  the  conduct  of  Gorernment  officers,  it 
would  not  be  going  beyond  its  duty.  He  agreed 
with  the  honorable  member  for  Dunstan  that 
there  were  other  bodies,  besides  those  whose 
accounts  were  audited  by  Government  auditors, 
whose  conduct  required  looking  into;  and  he 
could  see  no  reason  why  the  accounts  of  muui- 
cipnlities  should  not  be  audited  by  officers  ap- 
pointed by  the  Government.  But  he  did  not 
think  that  was  a  question  which  they  need 
refer  to  the  Public  Accounts  Committee  :  it  was 
a  matter  for  legislation.  With  regard  to  the 
amendment  itself^  he  entirely  agreed  with  it.  Ho 
thought  it  was  exceedingly  desirable  that  these 
irregularities,  of  which  they  heard  a  good  deal, 
should  be  inquired  into,  and  that  the  Committee 
should  recommend  to  the  House  some  means  by 
which  a  more  efficient  control  should  be  given 
to  the  auditors  than  they  now  had.  He  did 
not  quite  agree  with  the  honorable  member  for 
Dunstan  that  there  was  no  check  wlmterer.  A 
case  came  imder  Ids  notice  a  few  days  ago  in 
which  a  Road  Board  in  the  Provincial  District  of 
Canterbury  applied  for  its  subsidy.  On  inquiry 
it  was  found  that  the  subsidy  had  been  stopped 
by  the  Government  because  the  nuditor  had  re- 
jected an  item  of  expenditure,  and  the  Road 
Board  had  taken  no  notice  of  his  report.  It  was 
a  sum  of  £4)0,  which  the  Hoad  Board  had  ex- 
pended on  a  breakfast  to  Sir  George  Grey.  It  did 
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not  appear  to  the  auditor  that  that  was  within 
the  purposes  for  which  Road  Board  moneys  ought 
to  be  expended,  and  therefore  he  disallowed  the 
item.  But  the  Road  Board  took  no  notice  of  the 
disallowance,  and  ho  (Mr.  Hall)  found  that  the 
Treasury  —  he  thought,  very  properly — stopped 
the  subiiidy  to  the  Road  Board  until  the  matter 
was  set  right.  So  that  there  was  some  check, 
though  he  quite  admitted  that  it  was  not  suf- 
ficient. He  hoped  that  the  amendment  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Mount  Ida  would  lead  to 
the  introduction  of  a  better  state  of  things. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  wished  to  call  attention  to  a 
circumstance  which  he  thought  worthy  of  notice. 
They  were  now  on  the  eve  of  a  very  great  change, 
and  he  would  be  exceedingly  sorry  to  see  a  nume- 
rous body  of  auditors  appointed  all  over  the 
country.  He  thought  that,  unless  the  Govern- 
ment found  the  funds,  they  had  no  right  whatever 
to  interfero  with  the  appointment  of  auditors. 
These  people  who  raised  the  revenue  for  them- 
selves would  be  quite  sharp  enough  in  looking  out 
that  their  money  was  expended  properly,  and 
the  same  would  apply  to  the  Road  Boards  and 
the  counties  at  the  end  of  the  present  session. 
He  would  be  sorry  if,  while  they  were  talking  so 
much  about  retrenchment,  they  should  undertake 
a  system  which  would  entail  very  great  expense 
upon  the  colony.  The  time  would  come  when 
there  would  be  very  serious  talk  not  only  as  to 
appointing  fresh  officers,  but  as  to  dismissing  a 
great  many  who  are  now  in  the  service.  He  did 
not  object  to  the  amendment  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Mount  Ida,  but  he  hoped  it  would 
be  a  thing  of  the  past  so  far  as  the  Government 
was  concerned,  both  with  the  counties  and  the 
Municipalities.  The  circumstance  brought  for- 
ward by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall  in  reference  to  the 
breakfast  to  Sir  George  Grey  was  a  case  in  point. 
It  was  possible  that  the  Municipality  or  Road 
Board  might  choose  to  make  such  an  expendi- 
ture out  of  their  own  funds,  but  here  an  unfor- 
tunate circumstance  had  been  brought  up.  He  did 
not  mean  to  say  the  honorable  member  brought 
it  forward  solely  because  it  was  the  case  of  Sir 
George  Grey.  It  was,  perhaps,  an  unfortunate 
accident  at  the  present  time  ;  but  the  people  who 
raised  the  money  had  a  perfect  right,  without 
any  interference  from  the  Government  Audit,  to 
expend  it  in  any  manner  they  pleased. 

Mr.  BOWEX  entirely  disagreed  with  the 
honorable  gentleman's  proposition,  that  the  State 
was  not  to  look  after  the  expenditure  of  public 
funds  because  the  Parliament  did  not  happen  to 
voto  the  money.  It  had  been  found  eren  with 
regard  to  the  funds  of  friendly  societies  that 
it  was  advisable,  and,  in  fact,  necessary,  for  the 
Legislature  to  interfere  and  secure  a  proper 
audit  for  the  protection  of  the  people  who  paid 
money  into  those  societies,  and  who  were  still 
more  likely  to  look  after  the  expenditure  of  the 
funds  than  was  the  case  with  ratepayers.  He 
thought  the  honorable  gentleman  would  find  that 
ho  had  laid  down  a  general  proposition  which 
was  untenable  ;  and  he  hoped  that  the  audit,  in- 
stead of  being  more  lax,  would  be  more  strict 
than  it  had  been  in  the  past,  in  the  interests  of 
the  ratepayers  themselves. 
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Mr.  SPEIGHT  said  tlmt,  notwithstanding  the 
Batisfaction  with  which  the  present  pystem  of 
andit  was  regarded  hy  some,  he  knew  that  there 
was  a  yery  wide  feeling  of  dissatisfaction  amongst 
the  ratepayers  in  certain  localities  on  account  of 
the  expenditure  of  money  by  local  bodies  in  a  most 
illegal  manner.  The  Premier  talked  about  £40  : 
he  (Mr.  Speight)  saw  £140  given  in  connection 
with  a  dinner  of  a  similar  kind  to  that  quoted 
by  the  honorable  gentleman,  and  no  one  was 
able  to  put  a  finger  up  to  stop  it.  If  the  ex- 
penditure went  before  the  Government  Auditor, 
and  if  he  called  attention  to  it,  what  further 
action  would  be  taken  ?  None  whatever.  Then, 
again,  receptions  were  got  up  for  this  public 
individual  and  the  other  public  individual,  and 
the  expense,  in  some  instances  amounting  to 
£200,  was  defrayed  out  of  the  funds  of  the  rate- 
payers. It  was  a  monstrous  wrong  upon  the 
people.  When  provincial  institutions  were  abo- 
lished, people  supposed  they  were  going  to  get 
cheap  local  self-government  j  but  what  had  they 
got?  They  had  got  an  accumulation  of  evils. 
Instead  of  the  evils  being  got  rid  of,  they  had 
been  aggravated.  They  had  got  local  men  to 
take  charge  of  affnirs  who  incurred  an  expendi- 
ture out  of  all  proportion  to  the  expenditure  in 
connection  with  the  provincial  institutions.  Men 
voted  themselves  salaries,  travelling  allowances, 
hotel  expenses,  horee-hire,  and  every  conceivable 
item  that  expenditure  could  be  brought  under. 
And  for  what  ?  Perhaps  for  nothing  in  the  end. 
And  then  these  men  who  voted  salaries  sent  per- 
sons to  lobby  round  that  House  to  get  their  repre- 
sentatives to  toe  the  line  for  certain  local  require- 
ments that  they  wanted  carried  out,  and  squeeze 
out  of  the  colony  money  to  pay  for  their  wajte. 
Something  should  be  done  to  prevent  this  waste 
of  public  money.  In  some  instances  the  rate- 
payerd  had  endeavoured  to  put  their  foot  upon 
that  kind  of  thing.  They  had  appointed  persons 
in  their  own  interest  to  go  and  examine  the  books 
in  order  to  show  that  the  money  was  being  illegally 
expended.  But  when  it  was  proved  that  the 
money  of  the  ratepayers  had  been  illegally  spent, 
there  was  no  redress  whatever.  He  hoped  that, 
whether  the  amendment  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Mount  Ida  would  meet  the  case  or  not, 
the  Premier  would  bring  in  some  measure  by 
which  this  illegal  expenditure  should  be  cut  off 
sharply  and  suddenly,  so  that  the  people  would 
learn  to  look  upon  local  self-government  as  a 
blessing  instead  of  a  curse. 

Mr.  GISBORNE  believed  that?  the  true  prin- 
ciple had  been  laid  down  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Mount  Ida — namely,  that  in  the 
case  of  subsidized  bodies  there  should  be  a  Go- 
vernment audit.  The  reference  to  the  friendly 
societies  was  not  analogous.  In  the  case  of  those 
bodies  there  was  an  actuarial  element  involved, 
the  State  deeming  it  necessary  to  interfere,  in 
view  of  the  actuarial  system,  to  see  that  the 
persons  belonging  to  the  societies  received  the 
benefits  which  their  subscriptions  were  intended 
to  secure.  It  was  a  great  neglect  of  duty  that 
we  had  not  followed  up  our  subsidies  to  local 
bodies  by  insisting  upon  an  official  audit,  in  order 
to  see  that  the  money  was  spent  upon  the  object 


for  which  it  was  appropriated ;  and,  in  the  case 
of  those  municipal  bodies  which  were  not  sub- 
sidized, they  ought  to  give  the  ratepayers  the 
proper  means  of  looking  after  their  own  audit. 

Mr.  IRELAND  reminded  the  honorable  gentle- 
man that  all  the  municipalities  received  endow- 
ment?, which  he  held  were  equivalent  to  money. 

Mr.  STEVENS  understood  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Auckland  City  East  to  say  that  the  present 
system  of  audit  was  defective  in  control.  If  that 
were  so,  the  elective  system,  which  the  honorable 
gentleman  seemed  to  regard  so  highly  as  part  of 
the  great  advantage  of  self-government,  fell  to 
the  ground  entirely. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  said  he  alluded  to  the  bodies 
whose  auditors  were  appointed  by  the  Govern- 
ment— the  counties,  not  the  municipalities. 

Mr.  STEVENS  thought  the  honorable  gentle- 
man included  the  bodies  which  elected  their  own 
auditors.  He  certainly  regarded  the  motion  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Mount  Ida  as  a  very 
proper  one.  At  the  same  time,  he  would  remind 
the  honorable  gentleman  that  it  was  within  tho 
powers  of  tho  Public  Accounts  Committee  to 
inquire  into  and  report  on  the  accounts  of  any 
local  body,  or  any  other  subject  which  might  be 
directly  referred  to  the  Treasurer.  The  Govern- 
ment could  at  any  time  during  the  session,  under 
the  constitution  of  the  Public  Accounts  Com- 
mittee, have  an  audit  made  of  the  accounts  of 
any  local  bodies  the  audit  of  which  was  defective. 
Still,  the  motion  was  a  very  desirable  one,  and  he 
should  support  it- 
Amendment  agreed  to,  and  motion,  as  amended, 
agreed  to. 

TRAVELLING  EXPENSES  OF  MEMBERS. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  laid  on  the  table  certain  memo- 
randa that  had  passed  between  himself,  as 
Speaker,  and  the  Controller- General,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  tho  charges  for  travelling  expenses  of 
certain  members  coming  to  and  returning  from 
the  meeting  of  Parliament.  He  (Mr.  Speaker) 
stated  that  he  had  last  session  passed  such 
accounts  in  accordance  with  the  practice  that 
had  prevailed  under  his  predecessors  j  but  the 
Controller  objected  to  any  future  payments  being 
made  without  tho  House  making  a  regulation  on 
the  subject.  He  (Mr.  Speaker)  thought  the  Com- 
mittee just  appointed  would  be  a  suitable  body  to 
frame  a  regulation  on  the  subject. 

On  tho  motion  of  Mr.  HALL,  it  was  ordered, 
That  the  papers  be  referred  to  tho  Public  Ac- 
counts Committee. 

HAUHAU  TRAMWAY  COMPANY. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  REID,  it  was  ordered, 
That  the  petition  of  the  Hauhau  Tramway  Com- 
pany be  referred  back  to  the  Petitions  Committee, 
in  order  that  further  evidence  may  be  taken 
thereon. 

LANDS  RETURNED  TO  MAORIS. 
Major  TE  WHEORO,  in  moving  the  motion 
standing  in  his  name,  said  it  referred  to  land  in 
the  Waikato  which  had  been  confiscated  by 
the  Government  and  afterwards  returned  to  tho 
Maori?.     The  Maoris  were  living  on  the  lands 
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returned  to  Miem,  but  were  in  a  state  of  un- 
certainty as  to  the  title,  because  no  Crown 
grants  bad  been  issued.  The  matter  had  been 
before  the  Native  Affairs  Comniittee,  and  they 
decided  on  referring  it  to  the  Government,  and 
recommending  the  issue  of  the  Crown  grants. 

Mr.  TOMOANA  seconded  the  motion,  and 
said  there  were  several  pieces  of  land  in  tlie 
same  position  in  his  district.  The  Natives  had 
for  some  time  been  looking  for  the  issue  of 
the  grants,  but  the  Q-oTcmment  had  never  issued 
them ;  and  they  had  asked  him  to  move  in  the 
matter.  Their  request  was  a  very  reasonable  one, 
and  he  hoped  the  House  and  the  Government 
would  accede  to  it. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "That 
Crown  grants  be  issued  for  those  lands  which 
have  been  returned  to  the  Maoris  by  the  Govern- 
ment."—(ilfa/or  Te  Wheoro.) 

Mr.  BRYCE  said  that  the  honorable  member 
(Major  Te  Wheoro)  referred  to  lands  which  had 
been  returned  to  the  Natives  by  the  Compensation 
Court  in  1866 ;  and  he  might  inform  the  honor- 
able member  that  one  of  the  first  official  acts  he 
(Mr.  Bryce)  had  to  perform  on  coming  into  office 
was  to  sign  an  order  for  the  issue  of  these  grants, 
and  they  were  now  in  course  of  issue.  In  respect 
to  what  Mr.  Tomoana  said,  while  he  was  not  m  a 
position  to  say  these  grants  were  in  course  of 
issue,  he  could  ossure  the  honorable  member  that 
there  would  be  no  unnecessary  delay  connected 
with  them. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

GREYMOUTH  AND  HOKITIKA  RAIL- 
WAY. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  SEDDON,  it  was  or- 
dered. That  the  petition  from  G.  Blake,  Esq., 
Mayor  of  Kumara,  and  two  thousand  other  resi- 
dents of  the  Towns  of  Kumara,  Goldsborough, 
Stafford,  Hokitika,  and  Greymouth,  relative  to 
railway  deviation,  be  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PUBLIC  TRUST  FUNDS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  STEVENS,  it  was  or- 
dered. That  there  be  laid  upon  the  table  a  return 
of  the  securities  against  the  Public  Trust  funds. 

TAIERI  RIVER  FLOODS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  DICK  (in  the  absence  of 
Mr.  Fulton),  it  was  ordered.  That  a  return  be 
laid  before  this  House  giving  a  detailed  statement 
of  the  damage  done  to  the  railway,  since  its  con- 
struction, by  the  flooding  of  the  Taieri  River, 
together  with  the  cost  of  repairs  consequent 
thereon. 

OTAGO  ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 

Mr.  SHRIMSKI,  in  moving  the  motion  stand- 
ing in  his  name,  said  he  had  no  intention  of 
occupying  the  time  of  the  House  with  this  matter 
at  present ;  more  especially  as  a  somewhat  similar 
motion,  of  which  notice  had  been  given  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Waipa,  had  been  post- 
poned. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "That 
on  Wednesday  next  this  House  will  resolve  itself 
into  Committee  to  consider  of  a  respectful  ad- 
Jfo/ar  J^f  Wheoro 


dress  being  presented  to  His  Excellency  the 
Governor,  prating  that  he  will  cause  the  sum 
of  £500,000  to  be  placed  upon  the  estimates  as 
a  grant  for  the  Provincial  District  of  Otago  for 
roads  and  bridges." — {Mr.  Shrimski.) 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  hoped  the  honorable  gentle- 
man would  not  consider  that,  by  the  motion  being 
allowed  to  pass  at  this  stage,  the  House  or  the 
Government  would  in  any  way  be  committed  to 
the  proposal.  The  Government  altogether  ob- 
jected to  it ;  but  the  Treasurer's  Statement  would 
be  brought  down  before  the  matter  came  up  again, 
when  the  opinions  of  the  Government  on  finance 
would  be  made  known. 

Mr.  DICK  advised  the  honorable  gentleman  to 
withdraw  the  motion.  Of  course  the  honorable 
member  for  Waipa  knew  there  was  no  chance  of 
carrying  his  resolution,  or  he  would  have  been 
here,  and  the  honorable  member  (Mr.  Shrimski) 
had  better  withdraw  this  motion. 

Mr.  SHRIMSKI  altogether  declined  to  accept 
the  advice  of  the  honorable  member. 

Mr.  GIBBS,  notwithstanding  the  curt  refusal 
of  the  honorable  member  to  accept  advice,  still 
hoped  he  would  withdraw  the  motion.  No  good 
could  possibly  come  of  it,  and  if  it  were  allowed 
to  pass  even  an  initial  stage  there  would  probably 
be  many  more  proposals  of  a  similar  sort  before 
the  House. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

COLLINGWOOD  ELEOTON. 

Mr.  GIBBS,  in  speaking  to  the  motion  standing 
in  his  name,  said  a  long  time  had  passed  since 
he  first  gave  notice  of  it,  and  the  excitement  pro- 
vailing  at  the  tinte  had  died  away ;  therefore  he 
should  not  say  so  much  as  he  should  otherwise 
have  said.  The  telegrams  which  were  handed 
about  by  one  of  the  gentlemen  who  opposed  him 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Liberal  Association  of 
Otago  were  distributed  freely,  and  bore  the  sig- 
nature "G.  Grey,"  which,  as  indicated  in  the 
motion,  he  presumed  to  be  the  signature  of  the 
then  Premier  of  the  colony.  Now,  while  he  fully 
admitted  the  right  of  every  one  to  support  gentle- 
men who  held  the  same  views  as  himself,  still, 
when  the  Premier  of  the  colony  sent  such  tele- 
grams, it  savoured  very  much  of  Government 
interference  with  the  elections.  However,  he 
thought  it  would  be  just  as  well  now  to  with- 
draw the  motion,  and  let  bygones  be  bygones. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  it  was  inexpedient  for  an 
honorable  member  to  speak  on  the  merit«  of  a 
motion  and  then  ask  leave  to  withdraw,  thus 
preventing  any  one  replying  to  him. 

Mr.  GIBBS,  in  that  view  of  the  matter,  had 
no  desire  to  withdraw  the  motion. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "  That  a 
copy  of  a  telegram,  addressed  individually  to 
numerous  electors  of  the  Collingwood  electorate, 
and  signed  *  G.  Grey,'  and  received  on  the  day 
of  the  election,  be  laid  before  this  House." — (Mr, 
Qihhs.) 

Mr.  MACANDREW  hoped  the  motion  would 
not  be  agreed  to.  He  did  not  see  why  private 
telegrams  should  be  asked  for  in  that  House. 
He  presumed  it  was  competent  for  "  G.  Grey  "  or 
anybody  else  to  send  private  telegrams  without 
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being  compelled  to  lay  copies  before  the  public. 
If  tbat  were  to  be  so,  the  House  would  be  turned 
into  a  sort  of  Inquisition.  He  hoped  the  House 
would  negatiTO  the  proposition. 

Mr.  HALL  said  he  agreed  with  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition.  If  these  had  been  Gjvernment 
telegrams,  paid  for  at  the  expense  of  the  country, 
the  motion  would  hare  been  proper ;  but  he  un- 
derstood that  such  was  not  the  case.  The  late 
Premier  made  it  a  rule  to  pay  for  all  such  tele- 
grams as  these.  Therefore  he  hoped  the  motion 
would  be  allowed  to  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  thought  it  was  neces- 
sary that  the  resolution  should  be  put  and  nega- 
tived, because  the  House  should  be  careful  to  at 
once  lay  it  down  clearly  that  it  would  have  no- 
thing to  do  with  private  telegrams  of  this  sort. 
Tlie  leader  of  the  Government  very  properly  sup- 
ported the  leader  of  the  Opposition.  If  this  sort 
of  thing  were  commenced  we  should  never  know 
where  it  was  to  stop. 

Mr.  STEWART  understood  the  Premier  to 
assume  that  all  telegrams  sent  or  received  by  the 
Government,  whether  paid  for  or  not,  could  be 
produced  to  the  House  for  its  information  :  that 
was  to  say,  if  any  gentleman  in  the  colony  chose 
to  send  a  telegram  to  a  member  of  the  Govern- 
ment, whether  officially  or  unofficially,  the  original, 
being  in  the  telegraph  office,  could  be  produced. 

Mr.  HALL  never  said  anything  of  the  kind. 
What  he  said  was  exactly  the  opposite  to  what 
the  honorable  member  assumed. 

Mr.  STEWART  was  fortified  in  his  assump- 
tion by  the  fact  that  he  was  informed  that 
telegrams  paid  for  by  a  gentleman  in  the  colony, 
and  sent  to  the  Government,  had  been  laid  on 
the  table  that  afternoon  as  coming  within  the 
term  "public  telegrams  to  the  Government." 
He  might  have  been  misinformed,  but  he  had 
been  told  that  such  was  the  case.  If  tele- 
grams were  paid  for,  he  apprehended  the  Go- 
vernment were  not  justified  in  producing. them. 
He  held  it  to  be  one  of  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  the  telegraph  system  that  secrecy  should 
be  observed :  if  it  was  not  observed,  the  whole 
object  of  the  system  would  be  destroyed.  The 
honorable  member  for  Collingwood  seemed  to 
assume  that  because  a  telegram  was  sent  to  some 
gentleman  in  his  district,  signed  by  the  late 
Premier,  therefore  it  should  be  produced.  He 
held  that  it  would  be  a  gross  violation  of  the  law 
regarding  the  Telegraph  Department  to  comply 
with  such  a  request.  The  motion  was  evidently 
moved  in  entire  ignorance  of  the  law,  and  the 
House  should  not  only  discountenance  it,  but 
condemn  any  such  proceeding. 

Mr.  HALL  thought  the  House  would  allow 
him  to  make  a  personal  explanation,  after  such  a 
statement  as  the  honorable  member  had  made, 
without  any  grounds  whatever. 

Mr.  STEWART  said  he  had  stated  he  was 
Informed. 

Mr.  HALL. — That  was  not  sufficient.  If  the 
honorable  gentleman  chose  to  make  an  accusation 
against  the  Government  of  doing  that  which  was 
wrong,  he  should  be  prepared  to  give  grounds  for 
his  accusation,  and  not  nmke  a  general  statement 
that  he  wii6  *'  informed.*'    The  ord«r  given  by  the 


Government  to  the  Telegraph  Department  was  in 
accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  1871 — namely,  that  no  telegrams  sent 
or  received  by  the  Government,  except  those 
on  electioneering  matters  paid  for  at  the  public 
cost,  should  be  produced.  Those  were  the  only 
telegrams  produced  :  those  which  related  to  elec- 
tioneering matters  were  taken  out  and  copied, 
and  the  copies  laid  on  the  table.  The  honorable 
gentleman  had  no  right  to  say  that  the  GovQrn- 
ment  laid  on  the  table  any  telegrams  that  had 
been  paid  for.  Nothing  of  the  kind  was  done, 
or,  if  there  was  such  a  telegram  amongst  those 

S reduced,  it  was  the  fault  of  the  officers  of  the 
epartment,  and  not  of  the  Government. 
Motion  negatived. 

HANSAItD. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS,  in  moving  the  motion  stand- 
ing in  his  name,  said  it  was  a  motion  which 
would  commend  itself  to  members  of  the  House 
OS  a  very  legitimate  and  proper  means  of  educat- 
ing the  people.  It  was  very  desirable  that  those 
who  wished  to  follow  the  debates  in  the  House 
should  have  every  opportunity  of  doing  so,  and 
in  a  manner  that  would  guide  them  to  some 
knowledge  of  what  actually  took  place.  The  re- 
ports, of  course,  conveyed  to  the  public  in  any 
other  way  were  so  meagre  and  incomplete,  and 
at  the  same  time  so  partial,  that  they  only  served 
to  mislead  the  public.  If,  therefore,  it  was  de- 
sirable that  the  public  should  know  what  actually 
took  place,  honorable  members  would  agree  that 
it  was  necessary  these  means  should  be  placed  at 
their  disposal.  From  inquiiies  he  had  made  he 
had  ascertained  that  the  cost  of  a  single  number 
of  Hansard  was  about  half  what  was  now  charged 
for  it,  and  that  copies  might  be  placed  at  the  ois- 
posal  of  the  public  at  that  price  without  any  loss 
to  the  revenue.  Although  Hansard  was  expen- 
sive in  its  first  production,  any  additional  num- 
bers would  not  cost  much.  Those  honorable 
members  who  had  a  number  of  constituent* 
whom  they  wished  to  keep  well  informed  on 
political  matters,  would  find  it  very  convenient 
to  have  twenty  copies  of  Mansard  placed  at  their 
disposal.  Although  he  represented  one  of  the 
least-populated  districts  in  the  country,  he  found 
the  number  of  copies  he  now  got  was  quite  in- 
sufficient, and  he  could  easily  dispose  of  twenty 
copies,  as  no  doubt  other  honorable  members 
could  also. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "That, 
in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  twenty  copies  of 
Hansard  should  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  each 
member  of  the  House  of  Representatives ;  and 
that  the  price  at  which  Hansard  should  be  sold 
to  the  public  should  be  as  low  as  will  cover  the 
cost  of  paper  and  "extra  print ipg." — (Mr.  Saun- 
ders.) 

Mr.  GISBORNE  thought  the  Reporting  Do- 
bates  Committee  should  have  been  consulted 
before  this  motion  was  brought  forward.  A  year 
or  two  ago  it  was  resolved  that  eight  copies  of 
Hansard  should  be  supplied  to  each  member ;  and 
if  honorable  members  wanted  more  copies  they 
should  pay  for  them,  particularly  when  tl\e  honor- 
able member  proposea  that  the  price  should  be 
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lowered.  Of  course  every  honorable  member 
could  very  easily  dispose  of  fifty  or  a  hundred 
copies  amongst  his  ronstituents ;  but  ho  did  not 
think  the  public  ought  to  pay  for  them.  He 
would  move,  as  an  amendment,  That  the  question 
be  referred  to  the  Reporting  Debates  Committee 
for  its  consideration. 

Mr.  STEWART  thought  the  present  system 
allowed  honorable  members  quite  as  many  copies 
as  were  necessary  ;  and,  if  they  wished  to  gratify 
their  constituents  by  circulating  Hansard  amongst 
them,  they  should  do  so  at  their  own  expense. 
The  real  difficulty  which  was  experienced  through- 
out the  country  was,  that  persons  who  took  an 
interest  in  reading  Hansard  found  great  trouble 
and  inconvenience  in  having  to  send  to  Welling- 
ton to  ascertain  the  cost,  and  in  having  then 
to  send  remittances  here.  That  difficulty  dis- 
couraged people  taking  it  in.  If  the  Government 
facilitated  the  obtaining  Hansard  through  book- 
sellers at  the  different  towns,  he  believed  there 
would  be  a  very  proper  demand,  on  the  part  of  a 
large  number  of  colonists,  to  read  it  and  appre- 
ciate it.  At  present,  in  consequence  of  the  diffi- 
culty of  procuring  the  publication,  people  paid 
very  little  attention  to  it,  and  looked  upon  it  as  a 
burden  to  have  to  go  through  its  pages.  The 
present  system  was  not  satisfactory  ;  but  he  be- 
lieved, if  the  Government  would  carry  out  his 
suggestion,  a  legitimate  demand  for  Hansard 
would  arise. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  said  the  plan  proposed  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Dunedin  City  wa^  already 
in  force,  and  Hansard  could  bo  obtained  through 
most  booksellers.  He  must  oppose  this  motion. 
In  his  district  people  were  quite  contented  to  pay 
the  ordinary  charge  of  10s.  a  session  to  get  Ran- 
sardy  and  he  had  never  heard  any  complaint  of 
that  charge  being  loo  high.  Several  applications 
had  been  made  to  him  for  copies  exceeding  his 
free  limit,  and  the  money  had  always  been  forth- 
coming. Should  there  bo  any  alteration  in  the 
present  system,  he  would  suggest,  not  that  every 
honorable  meuiber  should  receive  twenty  copies, 
but  that  each  honorable  member  should  receive 
a  number  in  accordance  with  the  number  of 
persons  he  represent^jd.  For  instance,  why  should 
Christchurch,  with  its  four  thou^nnd  electors,  be 
only  entitled  to  twenty  copies,  ii  Cheviot,  with 
about  two  hundred  electors,  received  that  num- 
ber? He  did  not  see  any  reason  for  altering  the 
present  system,  and  would  therefore  vote  against 
the  motion. 

Mr.  GEORGE  hoped  the  resolution  would  be 
negatived.  If  an  honorable  member  desired  to 
send  copies  of  Hansard  to  his  constituents,  surely 
he  could  pay  lOs.  a  session,  and  have  it  sent 
regularly.  TTie  country  ought  not  to  bo  put  to 
the  expense  of  the  extra  printing. 

Mr.  REEVES  said  it  was  all  very  well  for  the 
honorable  member  for  Dunedin  City  and  the 
honorable  member  for  Christchurch  City  to  talk 
about  honorable  members  receiving  only  a  certain 
number  of  copies.  Those  places  had  only  one 
polling-place  each,  and  had  plenty  of  aihenieums 
and  libraries  to  which  Hansard  was  already  sent 
free ;  but  there  wore  other  districts  in  which 
there  were  as  many  as  twenty  polling-places. 
Mr,  Oisbome 


He  was  one  of  those  members  who  were  in  the 
unpleasant  position  of  having  a  number  of  poll- 
ing-places in  their  districts,  and  it  was  only  a 
matter  of  courtesy  that  he  should  be  enabled  to 
send  a  copy  of  Hansard  to  some  person  at  each 
place  who  was  inclined  to  take  an  interest  in  the 
politics  of  the  country. 

Mr.  SHRIMSKI  thought  the  most  remarkable 
thing  about  this  discussion  was  the  silence  of  the 
Government.  They  never  said  a  single  word. 
Because  the  honorable  member  was  one  of  their 
supporters,  he  might  incur  as  much  expense  as 
])08sible.  The  Government  said  they  were  going 
to  clear  out  the  pigeon-holes,  and  find  out  all  the 
corruption  and  bribery  there.  Now  the  honor- 
able member  for  Cheviot,  who  was  a  great  finan- 
cier, and  was  always  trying  to  save  tho  money 
of  the  country,  comes  forward  and  suggests  that 
twenty  copies  of  Hansard  should  be  given  to  each 
member ;  and  the  Government  quietly  acquiesces. 
If  he  (Mr  Shrimski)  had  brought  forward  such 
a  motion,  ho  would  have  been  jumped  on  at  once. 
It  showed  that  party  feeling  ran  Yery  high  in 
the  House. 

Mr.  HALL  thought  there  could  be  no  doubt 
that  party  feeling  did  run  high.  He  feared  that 
party  feeling  had  got  hold  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man himself,  who  did  not  speak  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  that  spirit  of  fairness  in  which  their 
actions  should  be  discussed.  He  seemed  to  be 
prejudiced,  and  not  to  place  the  most  favourable 
construction  on  what  the  Government  did.  If 
he  had  done  so  he  would  not  have  asserted  that 
the  Government  did  not  wish  to  express  an 
opinion  upon  the  subject.  He  (Mr.  Hall)  was 
watchiBg  for  an  'opportunity  to  do  so,  but  the 
agility  of  the  honorable  member  opposite  pre- 
vented him.  He  himself  was  about  to  rise  when 
the  liororablo  member  for  Waitaki,  with  that 
extreme  agility  which  he  often  displayed,  rose, 
and  prevented  his  doing  so.  He  believed  it 
was  very  desirable  that  correct  information  as 
to  what  took  place  in  the  House  should  be 
spread  as  far  and  as  wide  throughout  the  coun- 
try as  possible.  It  was  particularly  desirable  in 
this  colony,  because  they  were  so  situated  that 
they  had  no  metropolis  and  no  metropolitan 
Press  with  the  large  resources  that  were  pos- 
sessed by  other  colonies,  which  resources  enabled 
the  Press  of  other  colonies  to  give  ample  and 
excellent  versions  of  what  took  place  each  day 
in  Parliament.  The  people  of  this  colony  were 
deprived  of  that  advantage :  therefore  they  had 
to  look  to  the  only  other  means  of  obtaining  that 
information — namely,  to  Hansard.  Under  these 
circumstances,  he  thought  the  House,  with  the 
object  of  advancing  the  political  education  of  the 
colony,  ought  to  take  a  liberal  vi^w  of  this  ques- 
tion ;  and  if  the  honorable  member  for  Cheviot 
had  constituents  who,  if  not  rery  numerous, 
were  intelligent,  possessed  poUtical  actirity  of 
mind,  and  were  desirous  of  getting  considerable 
political  information,  they  ought  to  encourage 
him  and  his  constituents  too.  As  tho  honorable 
member  for  Grey  Valh»y  (Mr.  Reeves)  suggested, 
it  was  all  very  well  for  gentlemen  representing 
largo  centres  of  population,  where  Ubraries  and 
athenaeums  were    at    command^  to   undervalue 
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this  motion ;  but  in  districts  with  scattered  popu- 
lalions,  unless  Hansard  was  sent  to  the  homes 
of  the  people,  they  must  remain  comparatively 
ignorant  of  what  was  going  on  in  the  House. 
For  these  reasons,  he  thought  it  would  bo  wise 
to  take  a  liberal  view  of  the  motion.  The  amount 
involved  was  not  very  large  after  all,  because  it 
would  be  found  that  members  did  not  at  present 
avail  themseWes  of  all  the  copies  of  Hansard 
they  were  allowed  to  have ;  it  did  not  follow 
that,  if  the  motion  were  agreed  to,  eighty  mem- 
bers" would  send  away  twenty  copies  each.  They 
now  found  an  honorable  gentleman,  who  a  short 
time  ago  moved  that  £500,000  should  be  placed 
on  the  estimates  for  works  in  Otago,  objecting 
to  this  proposal,  which  would  not  amount  to  a 
thousandth  part  of  the  expenditure  he  had  him- 
self suggested.  He  (Mr.  Hall)  was  glad  to  find 
that  the  financial  condition  of  the  colony  had 
produced  such  an  impression  on  the  honorable 
gentleman.  Notwithstanding  the  depressed  con- 
dition of  their  finances,  it  would  be  wise  to  incur 
this  proposed  expenditure. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  was  sorry  to  hear  this  ex- 
pression of  opinion  from  the  Government.  If 
an  honorable  member  wanted  a  few  extra  copies 
of  Hansard^  he  could  obtain  them  at  the  small 
sum  of  10s.  a  set.  Considering  the  handsome 
Bums  members  got  from  the  country  every  year, 
they  were  well  aole  to  pay  out  of  their  honoraria 
the  price  of  extra  copies  of  Hansard.  It  was  not 
a  question  of  sending  a  few  copies  of  Hansard 
a,yr&j,  but  it  would  lead  to  great  abuses.  Mem- 
bers would  require  too  much  to  be  done  for  them- 
selves. Hansard  cost  £5,000  a  year,  and  he  did 
not  think  it  would  be  too  much  for  honorable 
members  io  pay  for  whatever  extra  copies  they 
required.  He  would  take  the  sense  of  the  House 
upon  this  motion. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  there  appeared  to  be 
a  great  display  of  virtue  upon  this  question.  It 
ivas  purely  a  question  of  degree.  The  argument 
of  the  honorable  membtT  for  Timaru  would  go 
against  having  any  free  Hansard  at  all.  It  was 
well  known  that  a  considerable  number  of  mem- 
bers did  not  avail  themselves  of  the  numbers  of 
Hansard  wliich  were  already  at  their  dii'posal.  If 
there  were  constituencies,  like  that  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Cheviot,  who  took  considerable 
interest  in  the  proceedings  of  the  House,  and  ap- 
preciated them,  they  should  have  an  opportunity 
of  reading  the  debates.  It  was  not  a  question  of 
right  or  wrong,  as  several  honorable  members 
would  have  it.  It  was  simply  a  question  of  de- 
gree. He  tliought  it  was  very  desirable  to  refer 
the  matter  to  the  Reporting  Debates  Committee, 
to  hear  their  opinion  upon  it. 

Mr.  REID  said  that,  while  he  did  not  agree 
with  the  motion  tabled  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Cheviot,  ho  must  give  that  honorable  gentle- 
man credit  for  bringing  up  an  important  debate. 
It  opened  up  the  question  whether  Hansard  was 
the  best  sj  stem  that  could  be  provided  for  report- 
ing the  proceedings  of  the  House.  The  House 
was  not,  perhaps,  aware  that  in  some  other 
colonies  there  was  no  Hansard  published  at  all. 
In  England  the  Hansard  reporters  took  the 
reports  from  the  London  Times,  and  a  very  small 


staff  indeed  was  kept  for  the  House  of  Commons. 
In  Victoria  there  was  also  a  very  small  staff,  who 
took  the  reports  chiefly  from  the  morning  papers. 
In  New  South  Wales  there  was  no  Hansard  until 
last  year.  In  South  Australia  they  depended  en- 
tirely on  the  South  Australian  Register.  The 
Premier  said  that  one  gre.it  fault  of  Hansard  was, 
that  reports  were  not  brought  out  in  time.  He 
thought  the  Reporting  Debates  Committee  should 
take  this  matter  fully  into  consideration,  and  re- 
port whether  they  could  not  suggest  some  im- 
provement on  the  present  system.  Not  that  he 
found  fault  with  the  reporting  :  on  the  contrary, 
he  thought  New  Zealand  had  a  more  efEcient 
staff  of  reporters  than  any  other  colony.  The 
reports,  in  fact,  were  too  elaborate,  and  might 
with  no  great  disadvantage  be  condensed.  He 
did  not  agree  with  the  motion  at  present  before 
the  House,  or  think  sufficient  publicity  would  be 
given  by  adding  twelve  or  thirteen  copies  to  the 
number  at  present  at  the  disposal  of  honorable 
members.  What  was  wanted  was  more  publicity 
throughout  the  colony,  by  the  circulation  of  three 
or  four  thousand  copies  of  Hansard  the  morning 
after  the  speeches  wore  delivered  in  the  House. 
He  believed  that  could  be  brought  about  with  a 
great  saving,  and  would  confer  a  great  boon,  not 
only  upon  the  House,  but  upon  the  public  at 
large. 

Mr.  KELLY  thought  the  pubUo  should  be 
fully  informed  of  the  proceedings  in  Parliament ; 
but  any  member  who  had  been  long  in  the  House 
would  understand  that  there  was  a  greater  amount 
of  printed  matter  i^ssued  by  the  Government  in 
New  Zealand  than  by  any  other  Parliament  in  the 
colonies.  He  thought  the  Government  were  mis- 
informed when  they  said  that  members  of  the 
House  did  not  take  all  the  Hansards  they  were 
entitled  to  get,  because  lately,  when  he  had  sent 
to  his  constituents  the  eight  copies  to  which  he 
was  entitled,  and  wanted  more,  ho  found  that  he 
could  get  none  from  other  members,  as  they  also 
had  sent  all  theirs  awny,  and  he  had  to  go  to 
members  of.  another  branch  of  the  Legislature 
to  get  copies  far  his  constituents.  The  question 
at  issue  was  really  this  :  If  these  twenty  copies 
could  be  furnished  to  each  member  of  the  House 
without  incui'ring  large  pubHo  expenditure,  it 
ought  to  be  done  ;  but  they  ought  to  be  informed 
what  the  co?t  would  be.  Then  they  could  make 
up  their  minds  whether  it  should  be  confined  to 
the  speeches  of  members.  Several  of  his  consti- 
tuents had  applied  to  him  to  get  the  price  of  Acts 
of  Parliament  reduced.  That  was  quite  as  desir- 
able as  that  the  public  should  be  furnished  with 
Hansard.  The  laws  of  the  land  should  be  sup- 
plied to  tlio  constituencies  on  equally  advantageous 
terms.  If  this  resolution  were  passed,  he  would 
bring  forward  another  to  the  effect  that  Acts  of 
Parliament  should  also  bo  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  members,  so  that  their  constituents  might  be 
able  to  make  themselves  acquainted  with  what 
had  been  decided  by  Parliament.  It  was  a  matter 
for  the  consideration  of  the  Government;  and  if 
they  could  agree,  in  the  present  financial  depres- 
sion, to  furnish  this  additional  printed  matter, 
he  would  not  oppose  it. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  thought  it  was  very  ad- 
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Tisable  that  copies  of  Hansard  should  be  sup- 
plied at  as  low  a  price  as  possible  to  the  public, 
BO  that  they  might  understand  what  was  going 
on  in  the  House ;  but  lie  did  not  know  that  it 
would  benefit  the  public  if  thej  gave  additional 
copies  to  members.  Members  would  Tery  pro- 
bably send  the  additional  copies  to  those  con- 
stituents that  had  supported  them,  and  therefore 
those  who  were  on  the  other  side  would  not 
be  educated  at  all.  He  knew  that  there  were 
members  who  sent  away  nearly  thirty  copies  of 
Mansard.  He  considered  the  suggestion  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Dunedin  City  was  very 
yaluable,  and  that  Hansard  should  be  supplied 
as  cheaply  as  possible.  He  did  not  think  they 
should  increase  the  number  at  present  given  to 
members,  because  they  would  be  distributed 
among  particular  electors,  and  not  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  people. 

Mr.  GIBBS  said  that  the  people  in  his  part  of 
the  country  to  whom  he  was  able  to  send  Hansard 
reports  took  a  very  great  interest  in  them,  and 
ho  belieyed  read  them.  He  thought  it  was  a 
Tery  useful  way  of  educating  the  people  and 
creating  a  little  more  political  actiyity  among 
thera.  The  honorable  member  for  Cheviot  had 
told  them  that  the  cost  of  providing  Hansard 
was  about  Ss.,  or  half  what  the  public  were 
charged  for  it.  The  additional  numbers  of  Han- 
sard rcqmred  would  entail  very  little  extra  cost : 
for  the  eighty-eight  members  it  would  cost  little 
more  than  £250.  It  would  be  a  great  conve- 
nience to  have  the  additional  numbers  of  Hansard 
for  distribution.  He  was  sure  that  he  could 
advantageously  distribute  more  copies  than  he 
did  among  his  constituents. 

Mr.  SEDDON  would  support  the  motion. 
With  the  number  of  copies  now  allowed  he 
found  that  he  could  not  send  a  copy  to  each 
locality  in  the  Hokitika  District.  There  were 
more  than  that  number  of  literary  institutions, 
and  he  found  that  Hansard  was  not  forwarded  to 
them.  He  had  sent  an  application  to  have  Han- 
sard furnished  to  these  institutions,  and  he  had 
been  informed  that  they  had  not  been  sent.  He 
certainly  thought  that  honorable  members  were 
entitled  to  have  these  extra  copies  given  to  them 
for  circulation.  He  did  not  see  any  necessity  for 
evincing  any  false  delicacy  on  the  subject.  There 
was  no  such  feeling  shown  when  the  question  of 
honorarium  was  considered.  He  did  not  agree 
with  his  honorable  colleague  who  stated  what 
had  been  done  in  New  South  Wales  and  South 
Australia  with  regard  to  the  publication  of  par- 
liamentary debates.  He  (Mr.  Seddon)  did  not 
think  that  the  newspapers  should  liavo  the  print- 
ing of  wliat  was  said  by  the  honorable  members 
of  that  House.  If  the  Wellington  newspapers 
had  the  printing  of  the  debates  it  would  be 
found  that  at  one  time  the  reports  would  be 
all  "grey,"  and  at  another  time  nearly  (H)all 
black.  By  the  publication  of  debates  in  New 
Zealand  as  at  present,  by  a  perfect  Hansard 
staff,  the  public  could  judge  properly  of  the 
speeches  and  actions  of  their  public  men.  If  the 
work  wa«  handed  over  to  the  newspapers  he  was 
satisfied  that  the  public  would  not  have  proper 
information  given  to  them.  If  this  motion  were 
Mr,  Montgomery 


carried,  honorable  members  would  not  be  obliged 
to  take  the  extra  numbers ;  but  he  rather  thought 
any  feeling  of  false  delicacy  would  soon  vanish, 
and  that  honorable  members  would  take  their  full 
complement. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUE  thought  the  House  did 
not  know  what  was  the  cost  of  Hansard  at  pre- 
sent ;  therefore  he  would  like  to  state  some  facts 
regarding  it.  Mr.  Didsbury  stated  that  at  pre- 
sent Hansard  was  sold  to  the  public  at  6d.  pep 
copy,  or  50  per  cent,  below  the  actual  cost  of  pro- 
duction. The  actual  number  of  Hansard  sab- 
scribers  last  year  was  222,  and  the  amount  of 
revenue  derived  from  the  sale  of  Hansard  about 
£111.  Last  year  the  actual  cost  of  Hansard  for 
printing  was  £2,922 j  and  for  reporting  £2,450 ; 
therefore  the  cost  of  Hansard  last  year  was  over 
£5,000.  This  included  the  cost  of  binding.  The 
cost  of  printing  Hansard  in  1876  was  £3,822, 
and  the  cost  of  reporting  was  £2,150 ;  thus 
showing  that  the  cost  exceeded  £5,000.  In  the  in- 
termediate year  the  total  cost  was  £6,173,  a  heavy 
increase.  While  referring  to  these  figures,  ho 
might  state  that  a  considerable  item  in  the  cost 
was  occasioned  by  the  free  revision  of  speeches. 
The  cost  of  authors'  corrections  last  year  was 
£202 ;  the  year  before  it  was  £289 ;  and  the 
year  before  £276.  This  was  a  very  serious  item 
in  the  cost  of  Hansard.  With  regard  to  the 
motion  before  the  House,  the  real  cost  was  in  the 
number  that  would  have  to  be  issued.  An  esti- 
mate had  been  formed  by  the  Gbvemmenfc  Printer 
as  to  what  these  twenty  copies  would  cost,  ^he 
cost  of  the  extra  copies  would  be  £23  9s.  each 
number,  and,  as  there  were  two  numbers  published 
weekly,  the  extra  cost  would  bo  £46  18s.  Those 
were  the  facts  as  to  the  cost  of  Hansard  publica- 
tion. 

Mr.  MURRAY  agreed  with  the  honorable 
member  for  Akaroa  that  Hansard  should  be 
sold  at  the  lowest  ]iossible  rate  to  the  pubUc.  If 
honorable  members  wished'  additional  copies  of 
Hansard  they  should  buy  them.  He  (Mr.  Mur- 
ray) sent  a  considerable  number  away  over  and 
above  the  number  allowed  him,  but  he  paid  for 
them  all. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  thought  the  figures  given  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Mount  Ida  showed 
very  plainly  that  they  were  wasting  a  great  deal 
of  money,  and  that  they  were  not  making  the  best 
of  that  expenditure  after  they  had  incurred  it. 
Supposing  the  additional  copies  to  be  issued,  the 
total  cost  would  be  about  £240.  It  was  a  strong 
case  that  by  the  expenditure  of  £240  they  would 
make  more  than  twice  as  much  use  of  the  expen- 
diture of  over  £5,000.  So  far  from  any  extrava- 
gance being  incurred  from  what  he  proposed,  it 
was  really  making  some  use  of  the  expenditure  of 
over  £5,000.  They  should  either  do  away  with 
the  enormous  expenditure  of  Hansard  altogether, 
or  they  should  circulate  it  as  widely  as  possible 
throughout  the  colony  and  amongst  those  inter- 
ested in  reading  it.  The  principsd  and  strongest 
objection  to  this  proposal  had  come  from 
members  who  represented  towns  where  every 
person  who  felt  an  interest  in  the  debates  could 
go  to  the  library  or  literary  institute  and  read 
Hansard  for  himself.    If  he  (Mr.  Saunders)  had 
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twenty  copies  of  Hansard  to  diBtribute,  they 
could  all  be  distributed  twenty-fiTe  miles  apart 
from  each  other.  He  thought  that  any  person 
who  looked  at  the  matter  dispassionately  would 
see  at  once  that  what  he  proposed  was  a  means 
of  education.  If  it  was  desirable  that  Hansard 
should  be  published,  it  was  also  desirable  that  it 
should  be  placed  within  easy  reach  of  the  public 
who  were  lo  be  instructed  by  it.  He  could  see  no 
other  use  whatCTcr  in  incurring  the  expenditure 
of  Hansard.  If  it  came  to  a  question  of  doing 
away  with  Hansard  altogether  under  their  pre- 
sent circumstanoes,  he  would  rote  for  it  as  a  great 
economy  and  one  they  should  adopt  in  the  pre- 
sent position  of  the  colony  ;  but,  so  long  as  tbey 
did  incur  a  large  expenditure  in  publishing  Han- 
sardf  they  should  be  in  a  position  to  see  that  the 
public  benefited  by  it  and  received  proper  educa- 
tion under  the  circumstances.  The  remarks  made 
with  regard  to  making  this  a  par^  question  came 
with  a  particularly  good  grace  n*om  the  honor- 
able member  for  Waitaki,  who,  as  they  all  knew, 
never  introduced  party  feeling  into  any  question. 
He  (Mr.  Saunders)  should  have  thought  it  would 
be  one  of  the  last  subjects  that  would  be  treated 
aa  a  party  question.  The  honorable  gentleman 
had  informed  them  that  afternoon  that  he  was 
in  the  habit  of  looking  over  honorable  gentle- 
men's shoulders  when  they  were  writing,  and  thus 
forming  his  own  oonclusions — and  thev  were  not 
particuLirly  accurate — of  what  honorable  gentle- 
men were  doing.  He  did  not  think  an  honor- 
able member  who  could  make  such  a  confession 
to  the  House  without  any  sense  of  shame  was  a 
gentleman  to  whom  he  need  dcTote  Tcry  much 
attention.  He  trusted  the  House  would  consider 
that  what  he  asked  was  not  a  piece  of  extra- 
ragance,  but  a  motion  in  the  direction  of  eco- 
nomy. It  was  extrayagance  to  publish  Hansard 
at  all  unless  it  was  circulated  and  made  the 
means  of  education  throughout  the  country.  If 
it  was  desirable  to  maintain  Hansard,  they  could 
take  no  better  means  of  circulating  it  judiciously 
throughout  the  colony  than  by  placing  twenty 
copies  at  the  disposal  of  every  member  of  this 
House,  to  send  to  those  who  would  be  most  inter- 
ested in  its  perusal. 

Mr.  IRELAND  did  not  think  the  honorable 
member  for  Cheviot  was  accurate  in  his  estimate 
of  the  cost  of  iftsuing  the  extra  copies  of  Hansard. 
The  honorable  member  for  Mount  Ida  had  stated 
that  the  additional  cost  for  each  number  would 
be  £23  9s.,  and,  as  there  were  two  numbers  issued 
weekly,  the  extra  cost  would  be  £46  18s. 

Mr.  D£  LAUTOUB  said  the  increased  cost  of 
each  number  would  be  £23  9s. 

Mr.  IRELAND  understood  the  honorable 
member  for  Cheviot  to  say  that  the  additional 
cost  which  his  motion  would  entail  would  be 
£240.  According  to  the  honorable  member  for 
Mount  Ida,  the  additional  cost  for  ten  weeks 
wonld  be  over  £400.  He  did  not  know  whether, 
in  the  present  state  of  the  finances  generally,  it 
would  be  wise  to  incur  this  extra  expense.  Honor- 
able members  must  be  pretty  well  aware  that 
there  was  a  gv  ^eral  feeling  against  the  large 
expenditure  which  was  incurred  in  connection 
with  the  Legislature ;  and  he  did  not  think  it 
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would  be  a  step  in  the  right  direction  to  increase 
that  expenditure  in  the  manner  proposed  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Cheviot.  Seeing  that  mem- 
bers could  obtain  copies  of  Hansard  for  the  ses- 
sion for  10s.,  if  they  desired  to  distribute  them 
amongst  their  constituents,  it  would  not  hurt 
them  to  pay  that  sum  out  of  their  own  pockets. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  - 
inserted  be  so  inserted ;"  upon  which  a  diviiion 
was  called  for,  with  the  following  result: — 

Ayes         30 

Noes         22 


Majority  for 


Mr.  Bain, 
Mr.  Barron, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Captain  Colbeck, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Q-isbome, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  Masters, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Moss, 
Mr.  Reid, 
Mr.  RoUeston, 


Mr.  Allwright, 
Mr.  Andrews, 
Mr.  Ballance, 
Mr.  Dick, 
Mr.  J.  B.  Fisher, 
Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher, 
Mr.  aibbs, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Ireland, 
Mr.  Lundon, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Pitt, 


8 


Ayes. 


Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Speight, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Stewart, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Tainui, 
Mr.  Tawhai, 
Major  Te  Wheoro, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tomoana, 
Mr.  Wright. 

Tellers. 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Tole. 

Nobs. 

Mr.  Pyko, 
Mr.  Rieeres, 
Mr.  Saunders, 
Mr.  Seddon, 
Mr.  Shephard, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Colonel  Trimble, 
Major  WUlis. 

Tellers. 
Mr.  G^rge, 
Mr.  TumbuU. 


The  amendment  was  consequently  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  thought  it  would  be  better  to 
move  at  once  that  after  the  preseut  session  Han* 
sard  should  be  discontinued.  He  thought  that 
would  meet  the  views  of  the  House.  It  appeared 
to  him  that  they  had  come  to  this  idea :  that  the 
public  generally  should  not  know  exactly  what 
they  were  doing  and  saying  within  the  walls  of 
that  House  unless  tbey  trusted  to  the  reports  in 
the  newspapers.  Well,  he,  for  one,  was  qmte  con- 
tent to  allow  the  matter  to  remain  in  that  posi- 
tion— that  they  should  simply  trust  to  the  local 
papers  to  report  their  speeches,  and  that  Hau' 
sard  should  be  discontinued.  They  were  ap- 
parently going  in  for  retrenchment,  and  he  would 
thoroughly  indorse  that  idea.  If  in  order,  he 
would  move.  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  House 
Hansard  should  be  discontinued  after  the  present 
session. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  amendment  would 
not  be  in  order,  as  the  House  had  already  af- 
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firmed  that  the  Beporting  Debates  Committee 
Bbould  report  on  the  matter. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  coold  not  agree  with  what 
had  fallen  from  the  honorable  member  for  Frank- 
lin. He  did  not  think  it  was  desirable  to  dis- 
continue Hansard,  The  money  spent  on  Han- 
sard waa  yerj  well  spent  indeed,  and  through  ite 
columns  the  public  were  kept  informed  of  the 
progress  of  public  business  in  the  House  in  a  way 
m  which  the  newspapers  could  not  afford  to  keep 
them  informed,  although  no  doubt  they  did  the 
very  best  thoy  possibly  could.  He  would  like  to 
say,  in  regard  to  this  proposal  to  give  twenty 
copies  to  each  member,  that  he  roted  for  the 
reierenoe  of  the  matter  to  the  Committee,  not  in 
the  hope  that  that  body  would  give  effect  to  the 
resolution,  because,  while  he  was  quite  prepared 
to  see  extra  numbers  of  Hansard  issued  cheaply, 
he  thought  the  proper  way  would  be  to  circu- 
late it  as  much  as  possible  among  local  societies 
and  bodies  in  various  parts  of  the  colony.  What 
would  happen  if  members  received  twenty  copies 
each?  in  a  great  many  instances  their  par- 
ticular friends  and  supporters  would  get  tliose 
copies.  If  they  wanted  to  be  liberal  at  all,  let 
them  be  liberal  wilh  the  whole  body  of  the  pub- 
lic, and,  if  possible,  secure  that  every  working- 
men's  club,  every  literary  society,  and  every  place 
of  public  resort  should  be  supplied  with  copies  of 
Hansard.  That,  he  thought,  would  bo  going  in 
the  right  direction.  As  to  giving  members  twenty 
copies,  he  thought  eight  copies  was  a  liberal  allow- 
ance, and  that  they  would  not  be  justified  in 
taking  more. 

Question  put,  "That  tho  motion,  as  amended, 
be  agreed  to ;"  upon  which  a  division  was  called 
for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         35 

Noes         „.         ...         18 


Majority  for 


Mr.  Bain, 
Mr.  Barron, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Bo  wen. 
Captain  Colbeck, 
Mr.  J.  B.  Fisher, 
Mr.  G-ibbs, 
Mr.  Q-isbome, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  KeUv, 
Mr.  Lund  on, 
Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  Masters, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Moss, 
Mr.  Pitt, 
Mr.  Beeves, 


Mr.  Allwright, 
Mr.  Ballance, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher, 
Jfr.  Speaker 


17 


Ayes. 


I  Mr.  Reid, 

!  Mr.  Rolleston, 

:  Mr.  Seddon, 

j  Mr.  Sheehan, 

I  Mr.  Shephard, 
Mr.  Stevens', 
Mr.  Sutton, 

I  Mr.  Tainui, 

I  Mr.  Tawhai, 
Major  Te  Wheoro, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  Tomoana, 
Colonel  Trimble, 
Mr.  Wright. 
Tellers. 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Saunders. 


Noes. 

Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Speight, 
Mr.  Stewart, 
Mr.  Swanson, 


Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Ireland, 
Mr.  Levin, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Ut.  Pyke, 


Mr.  Tumbull, 
Major  Willis. 

Tellers, 
Mr.  Andrews, 
Mr.  George. 


The   motion,  aa   amended,   was   consequently 
agreed  to. 

ALLEN  AND  KINGSTREET. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  MACANDREW,  it  was 
ordered.  That  the  petition  of  Allen  and  King- 
street  be  referred  back  to  the  Public  Petitions 
Committee,  with  a  view  to  further  evidence  being 
taken  thereon. 

GREY  VALLEY  PETITION. 
Mr.  REEVES,  in  moving  the  motion  standing  in 
his  name,  said  the  petition  was  signed  by  between 
three  and  four  thousand  people,  and  contained 
information  which  had  never  before  been  placed 
before  the  House.     He  hoped,  on  account  of  tlie 
value  of  this  information,  that  the  House  would 
consent  to  the  printing  of  the  petition. 

Motion   made,  and   question  put,  "That   the 

petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Grey  Valley,  BuUer, 

and  Inangahua  be  printed  ;"  upon  which  a  diTi- 

sion  was  called  for,  with  tho  following  result : — 

Ayes  ...         ...         ...  ...         35 

Noes         12 

Majority  for        23 


Ayes. 

Mr.  Bain,  |  Mr.  RoUeston, 

Mr.  Ballance,  '  Mr.  Saunders, 

Mr.  Beetham,  •  \  Mr.  Seddon, 
Mr.  Bowen,  Mr.  Sheehan, 

Mr.  Bryce,  I  Mr.  Shephard, 

Captain  Colbeck,  j  Mr.  Stewart, 

Mr.  J.  B.  Fisher,  j  Mr.  Sutton, 

Mr.  Gisbome,  |  Mr.  Swanson, 

Mr.  Hall,  '  Mr.  Tainui, 
Mr.  Levin,  Mr.  Tawhai, 

Mr.  Lundon,  Mr.  Tole, 

Mr.  Masters,  Mr.  Tomoana, 

Mr.  McLean,  Colonel  Trimble, 

Mr.  Montgomery,  Major  Willis, 

Mr.  Murray,  Mr.  Wright. 

Mr.  Pitt,  Tellers. 

Mr.  Pyke,  Mr.  Hursthoute, 

Mr.  Reid,  Mr.  Reeves. 

Nobs. 
Mr.  Allwright,  Mr.  Kelly, 

Mr.  Andrews,  Mr.  Thomson, 

Mr.  Barron,  Mr.  Tumbull. 

Mr.  De  Lautour, 

Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher,  Tellers. 

Mr.  George,  I  Mr.  Hislop, 

Mr.  Ireland,  I  Mr.  Shrimski. 

The  motion  was  consequently  agreed  to. 

UNVOTED  SALARIES,  NATIVE  DEPART- 
MENT. 
Mr.  SUTTON  moved,  For  a  return  of  all  per- 
sons who  have  been  employed  since  Ist  January, 
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1879,  on  niAtterg  connected  with  the  purchnae  of 
^atiTO  lands,  or  on  any  other  Native  matters, 
■whose  salaries  have  not  been  roted  by  this  House ; 
showing  the  amount  of  sakry  or  allowances  paid 
to  each  officer  since  that  date,  the  amounts  now 
due  to  each,  and  whether  the  payments  have 
been  made  out  of  loan  or  general  revenue. 

The  hour  of  half-past  five  having  arrived,  Mr. 
Spsaeeb  left  the  chair. 

HOrSE  BEST7MED. 

Mr.  Speakeb  resumed  the  chair  at  half -past 
seven  o'clock. 

AWATERE  SHEARINa  RESERVE 
MANAGEMENT  BILL. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  in  moving  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill,  explained  that  it  was  proposed  under 
it  to  use  a  shearinj^  reserve  for  the  purpose  of 
making  a  road  through  the  district  in  which  the 
reserve  was  situated,  so  as  to  connect  the  district 
witli  the  main  road  from  Canterbury.  If  this 
road  were  made,  the  purpose  for  which  the  reserve 
^vras  set  aside  would  no  longer  exist;  and  he 
might  add  that  the  parties  who  had  used  the 
reserve  in  times  past  were  agreed  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  this  Bill.  All  the  necessary  notices 
roqnired  by  the  other  Chamber  hod  been  given 
to  the  parties  interested,  and  the  Bill  had  been 
drafted  by  an  officer  of  the  Q-ovemmcnt  so  that 
the  reserve  should  be  dealt  with  in  accordance  , 
with  the  land  laws  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  KELLY  would  like  to  have  some  informa- 
tion from  the  Government  with  respect  to  this  ' 
Bill.  ! 

Mr.  BOLLSSTON  said  he  had  taken   some  ; 
trouble  about  the  matter,  and  the  Bill  liad  been  i 
put  in  the  shape  in  which  it  now  stood  at  his  i 
(Mr.  Ro)le9ton'B)  instance.    There  was  no  doubt 
that  this  block  of  land  could,  in  its  present  posi-  | 
tion,  serve  no  good  purpose.     The  original  pro-  | 
posal  was  to  hand  the  land  over  to  the  Road 
Board  to  deal  with;  but  the  Gorernment  did  I 
not  consider  it  was  proper  that  the  Road  Board 
should  have  power  lo  deal  with  it  independently 
of  the  waste  land  laws  of  the  colony;  and  the 
object  of  the  Bill  was  to  enable  the  land  *to  bo 
dealt  with  in  accordance   with  the  law  on  the 
subject  of  waste  lands.    The  land  had  been  set 
aside  for  a  certain  purpose,  and,  now  that  that 
purpose  no  longer  required  to  be  pervod,  the  Go- 
vernment thought  it  was  fair  that  the  proceeds  of 
the  land  should  be  utilized  for  the  purpose  of 
making  a  road,  and  opening  up  the  country  that 
was  originally  rendered  available  iu  another  way 
by  this  referve. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

TELEGRAMS  FOR  ELECTIONEERING 
PURPOSES. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.— Sir,  before  proceeding 
to  the  next  Order  of  the  day,  I  wish  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  what  I  consider  to  be 
a  very  serious  question  of  privilege.  Copies  of 
telegrams  have  this  day  been  laid  upon  the  table 
of  the  House.  They  are  telegrams  which  could 
not  have  been  found  in  the  pigeon-holes  of  Minis- 
ten  J  and  the  only  conclusion  I  can  come  to  is. 


that  the  Govemmeut  have  got  them  from  the 
Telegraph  Depai*tment.  Now,  I  have  always  un- 
derstood that  tlie  Telegraph  Department  was 
sacred,  so  far  as  the  pr(^uction  of  telegrams  is 
concerned,  and  therefore  I  think  there  should  be 
an  inquiry  to  clear  up  this  matter.  I  think  there 
is  a  grave  constitutional  principle  involved,  be- 
cause it  is  most  improper  that  telegrams  should 
be  obtained  from  the  Telegraph  Office,  and  laid 
upon  the  table  of  this  House,  and  even  pub- 
lished in  the  newspapers,  if  it  is  contrary  to  law. 
Therefore  I  wish  to  move.  That  the  papers  pre- 
sented to  the  House  to-day,  alleged  to  be  copies 
of  certain  telegrams  concerning  the  late  elections, 
be  withdrawn  ;  and  that  a  Committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  report  to  the  House  whether  or  not 
the  production  of  such  papers  is  contrary  to  law; 
the  names  of  such  Committee  to  be  hereafter 
given,  and  such  Committee  to  have  power  to  call 
for  persons  and  papers ;  three  to  form  a  quorum, 
and  the  report  to  be  brought  up  within  ten 
days. 

Mr.  HAIiL. — One  would  think,  from  the  re- 
marks of  the  honorable  gentleman,  that  this  was 
the  first  time  this  subject  had  been  raised  in  the 
House.  The  honorable  gentleman  can  have  paid 
little  attention  to  the  proceedings  of  the  House, 
even  during  tho  present  session,  or  he  would 
have  known  that  upon  more  than  one  occasion 
this  very  question  has  been  raised.  These  copies 
of  telegrams  were  laid  upon  the  table  in  compli- 
ance with  a  distinct  request  made  by  honorable 
members  of  the  House  after  due  notice  had  been 
given,  and  after  the  distinct  enunciation  of  the 
principle  that  justified  that  proceeding.  The 
same  principle  was  laid  down  by  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  House  in  1871,  on  an  inquiry  into  an 
alleged  misuse  of  the  Telegraph  Department  by 
the  Government.  Shortly  after  the  general  elec- 
tion it  was  alleged  that  the  Government  had  sent, 
at  the  public  cost,  private  telegrams  relating  to 
election  matters.  A  Committee  was  appointed, 
and  they  unanimously  came  to  this  conclusion : — 

"llie  charge  of  Ministerial  misuse  of  the  de- 
partment resolved  itself  into  a  charge  of  Minis- 
tors  having  franked  telegrams  which  should  have 
been  puid  for.  The  Committee  examined  Minis- 
ters in  respect  to  the  practice  of  franking  tele- 
grams. It  appears,  from  the  evidence  given,  that 
during  the  late  elections  a  few  telegrams  were 
franked  by  Ministers  in  matters  relating  to  tho 
elections.  For  the  future,  the  Committee  recom- 
mend that  such  telegrams  should  be  considered  of 
a  private  nature.'* 

Mr.  GISBORNE— I  should  like  to  ask  why 
the  honorable  gentleman  laid  the  telegrams  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  HALL. — Because  they  are  not  telegrams  of 
a  private  nature,  and  are  paid  for  by  the  public. 
If  it  can  be  shown  that  any  of  those  laid  on  the 
table  were  paid  for,  they  wUl  be  withdrawn.  For 
what  purpose  is  the  right  of  franking  telegrams 
given  to  the  Government  of  the  day  ?  Is  it  given 
to  enable  them  to  carry  on  their  private  corre- 
spondence ?  Certainly  not.  It  is  to  enable  them 
to  carry  on  the  public  service,  and  not  in  any 
way  to  influence  eiectioni.  That  was  clearly  laid 
down  by  the  report  from  which  I  hare  quoted, 
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and  which  was  indorsed  by  the  House.  After 
that,  whaterer  telegrams  were  sent  at  public 
cost  must  be  considered  to  be  on  the  public 
■errioe,  and  to.be  public  property.  That  was 
the  doctrine  which  was  laid  down  in  that  re- 
port. I  referred  to  this  subject  in  moving  the 
motion  of  want  of  confidence  in  the  late  Go- 
Temment ;  and  what  was  the  answer  ?  Was  it 
denied  that  such  telegrams  were  public  property  ? 
No.  One  Minister  i^ter  another  got  up  and  said 
h«  had  not  sent  such  telegrams.  They  did  not 
deny  that  they  were  public  property.  1  asserted 
then,  and  I  assert  now,  that  they  are  public  pro- 
perty. I  say  that  any  G-oTemment  correspondence 
18  public  property.  If  the  Ilouae  chooses  to  call  for 
it,  the  House  has  a  perfect  right  to  do  so.  A  tele- 
gram paid  for  by  a  private  indiyidual  is  private, 
and  ought  not  to  be  taken  out  of  the  telegraph 
office,  except  by  the  process  laid  down  by  Act ; 
but  a  public  telegram  is  the  property  of  the 
Qt)Temment  for  the  time  being,  and  there  is  no 
justification  whatever  for  making  the  public  pay 
for  a  telegram  which  is  not  public  property. 
This  is  a  principle  which  was  not  at  all  disputed 
when,  in  answer  to  the  honorable  member  for 
Cheviot,  the  Government  said  they  would  lay 
these  telegrams  on  the  table.  If  the  honorable 
member  for  Port  Chalmers  thought  it  improper, 
then  he  should  have  given  notice  that  those  telc- 
erams  should  not  be  produced ;  but  he  did  not 
do  so.  To  depart  from  the  doctrine  that  tele- 
grams paid  for  at  the  publio  expense  are  public 
property,  would  be  to  open  the  door  to  the 
grossest  possible  abuse.  It  would  confer  an  enor- 
mous advantage  in  electioneering  times  on  the 
party  in  power.  I  contend  that,  in  using  the 
telegraph  for  electioneering  purposes,  the  late 
Government  were  guilty  of  the  grossest  abuse; 
and  it  is  only  right  that  the  country  should  know 
the  extent  to  which  the  Gt)vemment  have  thus 
abused  their  power.  That  is  the  reason  why  we 
thought  it  our  duty,  not  suddenly  or  without 
warning,  to  lay  these  telegrams  on  the  table; 
and  I  contend  that  it  was  perfectly  right  aud 
proper  to  do  so.  My  attention  has  beeu  called 
to  one  which  the  honorable  gentleman  said  was 
sent  as  private ;  but  I  have  seen  it  since  in  this 
office 

An  Hon.  Member. — What  office  ? 

Mr.  HALL. — And  it  is  marked  as  a  Goverii- 
mcnt  telegram.  I  have  directed  it  to  bo  traced 
back  to  its  source ;  and,  of  course,  if  it  is  found 
to  have  been  given  in,  in  the  first  instance,  as  a 
private  telegram,  it  will  be  withdrawn.  I  trust 
the  House  will  not  adopt  the  motion  of  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition,  because  I  contend  that  the 
Government  have,  after  full  warning  in  this 
House,  done  what  is  strictly  right  and  proper. 

Sir  G.  GKEY. — I  do  not  think  the  reasoning 
of  the  Hon.  the  Premier  will  for  one  moment 
stand.  I  cannot  conceive.  Sir,  how  the  honorable 
gentleman  could  delude  himself  by  believing  that 
the  argument  he  has  followed  is  one  that  is  really 
rational.  I  apprehend  the  fact  is  this  :  that  the 
mere  inspection  of  a  telegram  will  show  whether 
it  is  of  a  private  nature  or  not.  Now,  Sir,  Minis- 
ters' telegrams  are  sent  in  this  way,  I  believe,  as 
B  general  rule :  The  discretion  is  intrusted  to  | 
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their  private  secretaries  whether  they  are  to  be 
franked  or  not. 

Mr.  HALL.— Oh! 

Sir  G.  GREY. —  The  honorable  gentleman 
shakes  his  head.  I  can  only  solemnly  declare  that 
that  was  my  practice  throughout,  and  I  believe 
that  is  the  general  practice ;  and  it  depends  on 
the  discretion  of  his  private  secretary,  and  not  on 
the  Minister  himself,  to  say  whether  a  telegram 
should  be  sent  as  a  public  telegram  or  not.  Now, 
I  say  that,  if  it  is  found  that  Government  tele- 
grams have  been  sent  on  a  subject  on  which  pri- 
vate telegrams  should  be  sent,  the  proper  course 
would  be  to  call  upon  the  Minister  to  pay  for 
them.  The  law  does  not  say  that  if,  upon  the 
mistake  of  any  person,  a  private  telegram  is 
franked,  that  telegram  is  to  be  made  public 
Such  a  law  would  be  a  shocking  law,  a  barbar- 
ous law,  and  a  disgrace  to  civilization ;  and  to 
establish  that  rule  is  a  very  wrong  thing.  The 
fair  thing  is  this :  that,  if  telegrams  are  found 
unpaid  for  which  relate  to  something  which  is 
clearly  private,  tlien  the  person  who  sent  them 
as  public  instead  of  private  should  be  made  to 
pay  the  money  to  the  Government.  The  law 
gives  you  no  right  to  publish  his  telegram 
and  lay  it  on  the  table.  I  am  certain  that 
the  argument  I  am  using  will  commend  itself  to 
every  rational  mind.  In  my  own  case,  I  am  told 
a  telegram  of  mine  which  is  clearly  a  private 
telegram  has  been  laid  on  the  table.  If  such  a 
thing  has  been  done  it  is  a  most  shameful  act.  I 
ask  tliat  private  secretaries  should  be  examined, 
and  state  whether  they  did  not  determine  how 
telegrams  were  to  be  sent.  If  a  mistake  was 
made  it  was  on  their  part,  for  they  liave  been 
asked  to  give  the  doubt,  if  any  arose,  against 
myself.  1  think  it  will  be  found  that  other 
Ministers  did  the  same  thing ;  but  carelessness 
on  the  part  of  other  persons  is  not  a  fair  reason 
for  laying  telegrams  on  the  table  of  this  House. 
This  is  part  of  the  system  which  has  been  pur- 
sued during  the  present  session,  and  a  rery  unfair 
system  it  is.  All  public  documents  have  been 
taken  from  under  the  control  of  the  House.  The 
rule  has  been  laid  down  that  some  follower  of 
the  Government  should  get  up  and  ask  that  cer- 
tain papers  should  bo  laid  on  the  table.  No 
motion  is  made,  and  those  papers  may  be  of  a 
kind  to  create  a  most  unfair  impression.  For 
instance,  yesterday,  I  om  told,  a  paper  was  laid  on 
the  table  which  showed  the  sums  paid  for  adver- 
tising. The  public  can  form  no  judgment  from 
a  single  document  of  that  kind.  If  the  returns 
were  made  extending  over  two  years  before  the 
late  Government  came  into  office,  aud  it  were 
contrasted  with  what  took  place  when  the  late 
Government  were  in  office,  then  justice  would 
have  been  done  ;  but  evidently  there  was  an  in- 
tention to  create  an  unfavourable  impression  on 
the  publio  mind  by  laying  upon  the  table  a  docu- 
ment which  afforded  no  means  of  comparison. 
The  same  thing  was  done  to  myself  the  other 
day.  A  question  was  put  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Cheviot  to  a  Minister  which  ought  to  have 
been  put  to  myself,  according  to  every  rule  of 
justice  in  the  world,  and  I  was  shut  out  from  any 
opportunity  of  replying.     I  say  that  was  a  most 
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unfair  proceeding.  But  sereral  prooeediDgs  of 
the  same  nature  hare  taken  place  in  the  House. 
The  merely  personal  aspect  of  the  matter  I  do  not 
care  much  about,  but  what  I  do  care  about  is 
the  breach  of  the  priTilegea  of  this  House,  and  of 
the  rights  of  honorable  members :  it  would  be 
possible  to  destroy  any  public  man'e  character  by 
a  series  of  transactions  of  that  kind.  It  is  abso- 
lutely unfair,  in  quoting  a  speed i  made  by  a 
member,  to  refer  to  an  act  performed  by  him  as 
Treasurer,  and  put  the  question  to  the  Minister 
of  the  day  —  not  to  the  honorable  gentleman 
whose  honor  is  at  stake,  and  who  is  most  in- 
terested in  the  matter.  This  rule  ought  to  be 
reverted  to  :  that  this  House  keeps  the  papers 
under  its  own  control,  and  determines  what  papers 
should  be  laid  on  the  table  and  what  not,  and 
in  what  form  they  should  be  laid  on  the  table. 
For  instance,  if  an  opportunity  had  been  allowed 
me,  with  regard  to  this  paper  about  advertising, 
I  should  have  immediately  risen  and  asked  that 
the  return  should  be  made  to  extend  over  a  fair 
period  of  time.  That  privilege  was  taken  away 
from  me  by  its  being  made  a  question  and  reply, 
and  upon  a  question,  by  the  rules  of  Parlia- 
ment, no  discussion  is  allowed.  I  do  hope  that 
honorable  gentlemen  will  agree  to  this  Commit- 
tee, in  order  that  a  fair  inquiry  may  take  place 
into  all  the  circumstances.  I  am  reo^Jy  and  ab- 
solutely astounded  at  t])e  course  which  has  been 
pursued.  Contrast  it  with  the  course  pursued 
the  other  day.  There  was  a  question  of  enter- 
ing into  a  compact  with  four  Auckland  mem- 
bers— it  was  absolutely  a  written  compact ;  and 
how  did  the  Government  manage  ?  They  so  ma- 
naged that  the  House  could  not  get  it  unless  a 
special  law  was  possed.  I  say  that  a  most  unfair 
thing  was  done  in  that  instance.  And  what  did 
they  do  to  delude  the  House  ?  Knowing  that  no 
other  correspondence  did  take  place,  knowing  that 
the  only  document  was  in  the  possession  of  one  of 
the  members,  that  it  was  eigned  by  one  Minister, 
they  bring  down  a  return  in  this  House,  and  they 
calf  upon  an  under  secretary  to  certify  that  there 
was  no  correspondence  on  the  subject  in  his  oiBce. 
Sir,  it  was  an  evasion  ;  it  was  not  an  honorable 
evasion  ;  it  was  an  evasion  of  which  any  Govern- 
ment ought  to  be  ashamed  ;  and  I  say  that  this 
transaction  of  treating  a  telegram  of  mine  as 
public,  and  laying  it  on  the  table  because  of  an 
oversight  made  by  my  private  secretary,  was  an 
equally  dishonorable  act,  and  one  unfair  to  my- 
self;  and  I  trust  the  House  will  insist  on  this 
Committee  being  allowed  to  sit,  and  a  full  inquiry 
being  made  into  the  circumstances  of  the  case. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.  — I  wish  to  ask  the 
Premier  who  gave  orders  for  these  back  files  to  be 
searched  at  the  Telegraph  Office,  and  who  dis- 
covered which  were  public  telegrams  and  which 
private. 

Mr.  HALL. —  With  the  indulgence  of  the 
House,  I  will  answer  the  honorable  gentleman. 
In  the  speech  in  which  I  moved  the  vote  of  no- 
confidence  in  the  late  Government,  I  stated  that 
it  was  asserted  that  the  telegraph  had  been  freely 
used  by  Ministers,  at  the  public  expense,  for  elec- 
tioneering purposes.  One  Minister  after  another 
denied  that 


Sir  G.  GREY.  — The  honorable  gentleman 
should  not  say  that  it  was  used  by  Ministers,  for 
I  deny  that  I  used  it. 

Mr.  HALL. — ^The  honorable  gentleman  did  not 
hear  me.  I  said  it  was  asserted  that  Ministers 
had  used  the  telegraph  for  that  purpose.  I  did 
not  say  that  the  honorable  gentleman  used  it. 
Howerer,  one  member  of  the  late  Government 
after  another  denied  the  assertion.  Subsequently, 
in  consequence  of  a  telegram  sent  by  a  Minister 
to  Mr.  Ingles,  at  Elaikoura,  having  been  published, 
the  question  arose  whether  that  telegram  was  sent 
at  the  public  expense  or  not.  Then  the  honor- 
able member  for  Cheviot  asked  that  any  telegrams 
of  that  kind  sent  at  the  public  expense  might 
be  produced.  It  became  my  duty  to  ascertain 
whether  the  late  Government  had  sent,  as  Go- 
vernment telegrams,  telegrams  for  electioneering 
purposes.  I  instructed  the  department  to  report 
to  me  whether  that  was  the  case  or  not,  and  thoy 
reported  that  it  was.  I  then  said  that  it  would 
be  the  duty  of  the  Gt>vernment  to  produce  those 
telegrams. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.  —Assuming  they  were 
public  documents. 

Mr.  HALL. — The  honorable  gentleman  states 
exactly  what  was  meant — telegrams  sent  by  the  Go- 
vernment, at  the  public  expense,  for  electioneer- 
ing purposes.  Those  I  promised  to  produce,  and 
those  I  have  produced. 

An  Hon.  M£MB£B. — No,  no. 

Mr.  HALL. — A  mere  cry  of  contradiction  of 
that  kind  is  no  answer.  *Tlie  honorable  member 
must  give  some  better  proof  that  I  am  incorrect. 
That  was  what  I  promised  at  the  time,  and  that 
is  what  I  have  given  effect  to.  If  any  honorable 
gentleman  doubted  the  propriety  or  regularity  of 
the  course  we  undertook  to  adopt,  he  should  have 
said  so  then,  and  not  have  waited  all  this  time. 
It  is  now  nearly  three  weeks  since  the  promise 
was  made,  and  no  honorable  member  has  since 
questioned  the  regularity  or  justice  of  the  pro- 
ceeding. That  is  my  answer  to  the  statement  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Akaroa. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— I  was  under  the  im- 
pression tliat  the  Government  would  have  been 
able  to  produce  copies  of  those  telegrams  from 
the  copies  kept  in  the  office,  as  I  understood  that 
copies  would  be  kept  as  official  documents.  What 
I  wish  to  say,  in  a  few  words,  is  this  :  that  a  tele- 
gram sliould  bo  an  entirely  secret  matter,  as  secret 
as  a  letter ;  and  I  do  not  think  any  Minister  should 
order  tlie  Telegraph  Department  to  produce  tele- 
grams, without  the  order  of  the  House.  Even 
then  it  would  be  a  very  dangerous  course  for  the 
House  to  adopt ;  but  certainly  it  should  not  be 
taken  until  after  full  discussion,  and  the  message 
should  not  be  produced  until  the  order  of  the 
House  had  been  given.  I  question  whether  even 
then  the  telegrams  should  be  obtained  through 
the  Minister,  and  not  through  the  Speaker,  as  one 
of  the  officers  of  the  House.  I  think  this  Com- 
mittee should  be  appointed,  not  as  a  party  Com- 
mittee, nor  for  party  purposes,  but  in  order  to 
ascertain  if  the  course  adopted  by  Ministers  has 
been  regular  and  right,  or  that  an  error  has  been 
committed  which  should  not  be  committed  again. 
I  shall  therefore  vote  for  the  appointment  of  this 
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Committee,  and  hope  the  Ministry  wQl  not  object 
to  it,  and  I  do  not  see  why  they  should,  becau:*e 
it  may  be  productive  of  great  good,  and  certainly 
can  do  no  haiin. 

Mr.  GISBORNE.— T!ie  report  which  the  Pro- 
mier  himself  quotes  shows  that  his  conduct  is 
not  justified.  The  report  of  the  Telegraph  Com- 
mittee, if  I  recollect  it  rightly,  says  electioneer- 
ing telegrauis  should  be  treated  as  prirate  tele- 
grams; but  the  honorable  gentleman  has  not 
treated  them  so,  and  has  placed  them  upon  the 
table,   as  if  they  were  public  documents.    The 

S roper  course  for  him  to  have  pursued  was  to 
ave  called  upon  the  Minister  who  sent  them  to 
pay  for  them  j  but — instead  of  giTing  the  Minis- 
ter an  opportunity  of  doing  that,  seeing  they 
were  sent  at  the  public  expense  either  through 
an  oversight  or  through  the  neglect  of  a  private 
secretary  —  the  Premier  brings  them  down  nnd 
places  them  upon  the  table  as  if  they  were  public 
documents.  A  follower  of  the  Government  asks 
whether  the  Premier  will  lay  these  papers  on 
the  table,  the  Minister  promises  that  he  will, 
and  there  is  no  debate,  nor  could  there  have 
been  any  debate,  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  ilALL. — I  laid  them  upon  the  table  by 
leave  of  the  House. 

Mr.  GISBORNE.  — We  did  not  know  what 
telegrams  yon  were  laying  upon  the  table.  You 
come  up  suddenly  and  place  some. documents 
upon  the  table  ;  and  we  did  not  know  when  leave 
was  asked,  nor  what  for. 

Mr.  HALL. — If  my  honorable  friend  will  read 
the  report  of  the  Committee,  he  will  see  that  the 
Committee  reported  that  Government  telegrams 
for  electioneering  purposes,  sent  as  public  tele- 
grams, are  public  documents.  I  promised  that 
any  such  should  bo  laid  on  the  table  ;  I  laid  them 
there  by  leave  of  the  House,  and — to  bhow  that 
honorable  members  knew  what  tliey  were — the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  immeiUately  came  up 
and  began  to  read  them. 

Mr.  GISBORNE.  —  My  contention  is  that, 
when  the  honorable  gentleman  found  that  some 
telegrams  of  a  private  nature  were  treated  as 
public  documents,  it  was  his  duty  to  call  upon 
the  sender  to  pay  for  them,  and  to  treat  them  as 
private  telegrams.  Instead  of  thr  f ,  he,  with  leave 
of  the  House,  given  by  surprise,  lays  them  on  the 
table.  And  then  we  find  that  not  only  are  these 
telegrams  treated  as  public,  but  it  has  actually 
been  asserted  tliat  private  telegrams  which  were 
paid  for  have  been  included  aniongst  them. 
Under  those  circumstances,  I  think  the  Govern- 
ment cannot  object  to  a  Committee  of  inquiry.  I 
must  protest  against  this  most  improper  mode  of 
throwing  dirt  upon  public  men  and  trying  to 
bring  them  into  disrepute  by  having  questions 
asked  by  a  member  of  a  party  in  order  to  be 
answered  by  a  Minister  from  that  party,  and 
that  without  giving  the  person  at  tacked  any  op- 
portunity of  saying  a  word  in  his  defence.  I 
could  quite  agree  to  a  niotion  being  placed  on  the 
Order  Paper  and  an  opportunity  for  debate  being 
given  ;  but  I  say  it  is  not  Enplish,  it  is  not  fair,  it 
is  not  justifiable,  to  have  a  hostile  question  put 
and  have  hostile  answers  given,  whilst  the  person 
against  whom  the  accusations  are  made  has  his 
Mr,  Moniffomety 


tongue  tied  and  cannot  say  a  word.  I  hope,  under 
these  circumstances,  even  though  the  honorable 
gentleman  eays  he  was  justified  in  placing  these 
telegrams  on  the  table,  he  will  not  resist  the 
motion  for  inquiry,  seeing  that  it  is  asserted  that 
the  telegrams  produced  include  some  that  were 
paid  for. 

Mr.  STEWART.—I  rise  to  address  myself  to 
this  question,  and  I  desire  to  do  so  apart  alto- 
gether from  anything  like  party  feeling,  for,  I  sub- 
mit, the  question  involved  at  present  is  one  of 
paramount  importance.  It  is  one  to  which  I  de- 
sired to  refer  early  in  the  afternoon,  and  one  in 
regard  to  which  I  am  convinced  the  Premier  is 
satisfied  his  course  of  action  was  wrong.  The 
justification  put  forth  by  the  Government  for  the 
course  they  have  adopted  is  this:  They  say  it 
was  in  consequence  of  a  request  made  by  some 
member  of  the  House  that  these  telegrams  were 
placed  upon  the  table.  Now,  what  was  that  re- 
quest ?  It  was  this  :  "  Whether  the  late  Ministry 
have  sent  telegrams  on  electioneering  subjects  as 
public  telegrams  ;  and,  if  eo,  whether  the  Govern- 
ment will  lay  copies  of  such  telegrams  before  this 
House?"  That  question  obviously  referred  to 
telegrams  sent  by  the  Government,  as  a  Qt)vem- 
ment,  in  reference  to  the  elections  which  were 
then  being  contested.  But  what  do  we  find  ?  Wo 
find  produced  on  the  table  of  the  House  not 
merely  telegrams  sent  by  members  of  the  Go- 
Temment,  but  replies  received  by  them.  We  find 
replies  sent  by  different  gentlemen  from  yariouB 
parts  of  the  country  to  members  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  some  of  these  were  paid  for  by  the 
gentlemen  who  sent  them.  And  yet  these,  too, 
are  placed  on  the  table.  For  instance,  there  is 
the  honorable  member  for  Buller,  Mr.  Fisher. 
We  fi"d  here  copies  of  telegrams  sent  by  him — 
not  i»i  answer  to  any  telegrams  sent  to  him  from 
Wellington,  but  which  he  voluntarily  sent,  and 
which  he  paid  for.  They  have  becii  deliberately 
laid  on  the  table ;  and  I  eay  the  question  put  to 
the  Government  affords  no  justification  for  such 
a  course.  Now,  how  have  these  telegrams  been 
discovered?  The  only  explanation  one  can  find 
is,  that  some  general  commission  has  been  given 
by  the  Government  of  the  day  to  the  Telegraph 
Department  to  ferret  out  all  telegrams  whatever 
that  had  any  relation  to  the  elections. 

Mr.  HALL. — ^That  is  not  correct. 

Mr.  STEWART.— It  may  not  be  correct ;  but 
that  is  the  only  explanation  we  outsiders  can  give 
of  the  action  of  the  Government.  The  question 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Cheviot  referred  to 
telegrams  sent  by  the  Government ;  but  we  bare 
here  replies  sent  by  outside  gentlemen.  I  think 
the  honorable  gentlemen  will  admit  that  a  mis- 
take has  been  made  in  that  respect. 

Mr.  HALL.— If  any  such  telegram  was  paid 
for,  of  course  that  is  a  mbtake  ;  but  any  telegram 
sent  by  an  individual,  to  be  paid  for  at  the  public 
expense,  would  be  included. 

Mr.  STEWART.—I  believe  the  sole  justifica- 
tion of  the  Premier  for  the  course  he  took  was 
that  he  was  complying  with  the  request  of  an 
honorable  gentleman  that  he  would  lay  on  the 
table  copies  of  telegrams  sent  by  the  late  Govern- 
ment on  electioneering  subject*  as  public  tele- 
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grams — not  telegrams  reoeiTed  bj  that  Q-o?em- 
ment.  But  there  are  telegrams  here  sent  by 
Be?eral  gentlemen — one  in  CoUingwood,  one  on 
the  West  Coast,  and  one,  I  think,  in  Hawke's 
Bay :  at  all  events,  there  are  sereral  from 
different  parts  of  the  country,  not  sent  by  the 
Ministry  in  any  way,  but  by  outside  gentlemen ; 
and,  because  they  referred  to  the  contest  then 
going  on,  the  Telegraph  Department,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  order  of  the  Gorernment,  abso- 
lutely sent  them  in,  and  they  were  laid  on  the 
table.  The  Premier  shakes  his  head ;  but  I  do 
not  know  wliat  for.  There  was  one  remark  of 
that  honorable  gentleman  which  struck  me  very 
forcibly.  He  said  that  since  the  adjournment  he 
had  teen  the  original  telegram  in  this  office.  In 
what  office  ? 

Mr.  UALL.  —  It  is  most  inconvenient  to  be  ; 
called  upon  every  minute  to  answer  questions  put 
in  this  way. 

Mr.  STEWART.— I  undei-stood  you  to  say, 
**  Since  the  adjournment  I  have  seen  the  original 
telegram  in  this  office  "  ? 

Major  ATKINSON. — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
If  the  honorable  member  will  address  you,  Sir,  it 
will  be  more  in  order. 

Mr.  STEWART.— I  shall  liave  great  pleasure 
in  addreMing  you,  Sir,  but  the  Premier  will  bo 
good  enough  to  imderstand  that  I  am  indirectly 
addressing  him.  I  should  like  to  know  very 
much  what  office  the  honorable  member  referred 
to  when  he  said  he  saw  the  original  telegram  in 
"this  office."  If  any  member  of  the  Ministry 
could  go  into  the  telegraph  office  and  look  at 

original  telegrams 

Mr.  HALL. — I  never  did.  I  was  never  near 
the  office. 

Mr.  STEWAUT.— Then  the  Premier  has  evi- 
dently  been  speaking  in  peculiar  language — in 
oracular  language — which  is  not  intelligible  to 
honorable  members.  The  words  used  by  the 
Premier  could  have  no  other  reasonable  mean- 
ing than  that  he  saw  the  original  telegram  some- 
where where  ho  had  no  right  to  see  it.  If  that 
were  the  case,  how  does  the  Premier  justify  his 
conduct  ?  He  apparently  admit-s  that  he  has  done 
something  which  is  open  to  very  serious  objec- 
tion, and  of  which,  apparently,  he  does  not  seem 
ashamed.  Are  we  to  assume  that  the  G^overn- 
ment  of  the  day,  at  the  request  of  any  honorable 
member,  is  to  nave  a  sort  of  roving  commission 
to  enter  any  telegraph  or  other  office  and  inspect 
private  original  telegrams,  and  violate  tlioso  prin- 
ciples which  have  been  laid  down  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  country  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
tecting the  Telegraph  Department  against  what 
might  be  termed  the  **  spy  system  *'  ?  No  doubt 
the  Government,  upon  mature  reflection,  will 
admit  that  a'  serious  mistake  has  been  made  in 
this  instance.  If  they  make  that  admission,  I 
hare  no  doubt  that  the  House  will  be  inclined 
to  treat  them  geuerously;  but  if  they  take  the 
stand  that  because  they  are  in  office  they  are 
entitled,  as  a  matter  of  right,  to  exercise  a  power 
of  this  kind  oyer  their  subordinates — who  have 
taken  a  solemn  oath  not  to  disclose  the  secrets  of 
the  department  —  there  will  be  an  end  to  any- 
thing like  feorecy,  or  anything  like  fair  dealing. 


and  the  Goremment  will  be  exevcising  not  only  a 
Tery  unfair,  but  a  most  improper  and  unjust, 
influence  over  their  subordinates  in  that  depart- 
ment. I  believe  I  am  right  in  saying  that  the 
head  of  the  Telegraph  Department,  if  not  the 
other  officers,  has  taken  a  solemn  oath  not  to 
divulge  the  business  that  posses  under  their  eyes 
— not  to  disclose  any  of  those  secrets  which  the 
public  believe  will  be  protected  from  the  public 
guze.  If  the  Government  exercise  the  power  of 
making  those  gentlemen  violate  their  solemn 
oaths,  they  are  doing  something  which  I  hope 
the  Uou'je  will  not  sanction.  The  Premier  appa- 
rently admits  that  he  did  this.  The  honorable 
gentleman  is  laughing  now,  and  it  is  very  diffi- 
cult to  know  whether  be  is  assenting  or  dissenting. 
At  all  events,  wo  know  that  the  Premier  has  got 
hold  of  some  telegrams  in  an  unjustifiable  way, 
which  must  necessarily  have  involved  a  violation 
of  the  solemn  oaths  which  those  officials  took, 
and  which,  I  am  quite  sure,  reflects  very  seriously 
on  the  proper  administration  of  the  department. 
If  such  a  thing  be  permitted,  the  public  will 
have  no  confidence  whatever  in  the  administra- 
tion of  the  department.  They  will  not  only  look 
at  the  department  with  the  greatest  distrust  and 
suspicion,  but  they  will  also  not  be  inclined  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  facilities  afibrded  for 
carrving  on  business  through  that  department.  I 
think  the  Government  wUl  not  seriously  resist 
this  motion.  It  will  save  a  great  deal  of  discus- 
bion,  and  proper  inquiry  will  be  made,  which 
will  bring  about  justice  to  all  the  parties  con- 
cerned. At  present  there  are  placed  on  the 
table  of  the  House  telegrams  which,  I  belieye 
the  Premier  himself  will  candidly  admit,  ought 
not  to  be  placed  there.  Whether  they  were 
placed  there  by  mistake  or  not  is  not  the  ques- 
tion ;  but  that  they  were  placed  there  impro- 
perly, and  in  such  a  way  as  to  seriously  afibct  the 
gentlemen  who  sent  them,  will  be  admitted.  I 
beUeve  the  honorable  gentleman  who  did  send 
those  telegrams  is  not  ashamed  of  anything  said 
in  them  ;  but  it  is  the  principle  I  contend  for, 
and  it  is  a  principle  which  I  submit  this  House 
should  independently  assert.  Although  some 
little  diiference  of  opinion  may  arise  as  to  de- 
tails, I  ho)ie  the  House  will  not  lose  sight  of  the 
very  broad  principle  which  we  ought  to  assert, 
and  which  Ihope  this  House  will  sanction. 

Mr.  SUEEHAN.— Sir,  I  do  not  rise  for  the 
purpose  of  speaking  to  the  question,  but  to  ask 
jou  to  direct  the  Clerk  to  read  the  question  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Cheviot,  to  which  this 
purports  to  be  the  answer. 

The  Clebk  read  the  question,  as  follows : 
"  Whether  the  late  Ministry  have  sent  telegrams 
on  electioneering  subjects  as  public  telegrams ; 
and,  if  so,  whether  the  GoTernment  will  lay 
copies  of  such  telegrams  before  this  House  ?  " 

Mr.  SAUNDERS.— This  debate  is  to  me  ex- 
tremely amusing,  and  will,  upon  the  whole,  be 
extremely  instructive.  It  is  very  remarkable  that 
the  same  gentlemen  who,  only  a  few  days  ago, 
were  so  extremely  anxious  that  a  private  paper, 
held  by  a  private  member  of  the  House,  should 
bo  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House,  although  it  was 
written  with  not  the  slightest  intention  of  being 
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made  public,  which  had  never  cott  the  public  a 
penny,  and  which  the  public  never  had  a  claim  to 
in  any  way  whatever,  are  now  the  very  persons 
who  tell  US  that  public  documents,  paid  for  with 
public  money — used  for  party  purposes,  and  paid 
for  out  of  the  public  purse — are  of  such  an  ex- 
tremely private  and  confidential  character  that 
the  Government  ought  to  be  ashamed  to  lay  them 
on  the  table  of  the  House,  even  at  the  request 
of  a  gentleman  who  has  been  abused  and  injured 
by  those  telegrams  at  the  public  expense.  This 
is  entirely  a  new  doctrine.  If  those  honorable 
gentlemen  could  only  look  at  things  in  the  same 
light  when  they  affected  themselves  as  when  they 
affected  other  persons,  they  would  act  with  very 
much  more  propriety  in  this  House.  We  were 
told  by  two  speakers  to-night  that,  if  the  Govera- 
ment  found  that  these  telegrams  were  private,  but 
nevertheless  had  been  paid  for  out  of  the  public 
funds — had  been  sent  through  the  public  offices, 
and  had  all  the  advantages  which  the  then  Go- 
vernment had  at  its  command — the  punishment 
that  should  be  inflicted  should  be  the  punisli- 
ment  of  asking  them  to  pay  for  those  tele- 
grams. That  is  exactly  the  same  as  if  those 
honorable  gentlemen  had  laid  down  the  doctrine 
that,  if  a  thief  happened  to  be  found  out,  all  he 
should  be  called  upon  to  do  was  to  be  compelled 
to  pay  for  what  he  had  stolen.  The  very  telegram 
whicn  led  to  a  suspicion  that  there  were  telegrams 
of  this  kind  in  existence,  is  a  telegram  that  made 
every  member  of  this  House  believe  that  there 
were  many  more  of  the  same  Fort.  The  course 
that  hafl  now  been  adopted  has,  I  dare  sa^,  pro- 
duced a  few  more  of  the  same  sort ;  but,  after  all, 
I  am  quite  certain  that  every  member  will  know 
that,  according  to  the  common  doctrine  of  pro- 
babilities, it  is  very  certain  that  a  vast  number  of 
telegrams  have  been  sent  by  the  late  Govern- 
ment, and  a  vast  number  of  public  opportunities 
taken,  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  party  and 
private  purposes  during  the  late  elections.  We 
Know  how  extremely  anxious  the  late  Govern- 
ment were  that  those  elections  should  be  con- 
ducted under  their  own  auspices,  and  that  the 
electors  should  be  called  upon  to  express  their 
opinions  at  a  time  when  the  public  wires  were 
actually  at  the  command  of  the  Ministry  of 
the  day.  I  think  it  is  as  little  punishment  as 
could  possibly  be  expected  to  come  upon  those 
gentlemen  that,  by  a  process  of  this  kind,  we 
happen  to  produce  a  few  telegrams  which  they 
have  sent  in  this  improper  way.  No  gentleman 
of  high  principle  would  have  used  the  pubHc 
offices  and  public  wires  for  the  purpose  of  promot- 
ing their  own  private  and  party  interests.  The 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames  has  taken 
this  opportunity,  as  he  has  taken  others,  to  state 
that  what  appeared  on  the  Order  Paper  some 
time  apo  with  reference  to  what  he  himself  said 
at  Chnstchurch  gave  him  no  opportimity  to  put 
himself  in  the  right  with  regard  to  that  matter. 
Now,  the  honorable  gentleman  has  had  many 
opportunities  of  putting  himself  in  the  right  in 
regard  to  that  accusation.  Lest  he  should  say  so 
again,  I  wish  to  say  to-night  most  explicitly  what 
I  previously  stated  in  this  House,  that  the  honor- 
able gentleman  distinctly  told  the  electors  of 
Mr,  Saunders 


Ohristchurch,  addressing  them  at  a  time  when 
he  was  both  Colonial  Treasurer  and  Premier  of 
the  colony,  that  he  had  made  ample  provision  for 
the  payment  of  £100,000  which  had  been  im- 
properly taken  from  the  Canterbury  District.  I 
mean  to  say,  in  addition  to  that,  so  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  shall  have  an  opportunity 
of  contradicting 

Mr.  HISLOP.—  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  Has 
the  honorable  member  any  right  to  refer  either 
to  a  former  debate  or  to  a  matter  which  is  not 
under  discussion  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  understand  the  honorable 
member  is  replying  to  certain  remarks  made  by  a 
previous  speaker. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS.— The  honorable  member  for 
Waitaki  seems  to  think  that  liis  special  province 
is  to  interrupt  honorable  gentlemen  speaking  in 
this  House.  I  suppose  that,  in  the  absence  of  any 
better  case,  these  are  the  best  tactics  he  could 
adopt ;  but  I  do  not  think  they  will  suit  his  pur- 
pose very  well  on  the  present  occasion.  I  have 
no  wish  whatever  to  make  those  statements,  or  to 
put  them  on  the  Paper,  or  to  ask  any  question  in 
reference  to  them,  in  such  a  way  that  the  honor- 
able member  for  the  Thames  shall  not  have  ample 
opportunity  to  reply  to  any  accusations  I  hare 
made  against  him  on  that  subject.  Whilst  doing 
that,  I  trust  he  wQl  also  explain  why  he  told  the 
electors  of  Christchurch  so  distinctly  that  he  did 
not  approve  of  the  manner  in  which  the  honora- 
rium was  placed  before  the  House  at  a  time  when 
he  himself  brought  it  down  and  placed  it  before 
the  House. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  member  ia  out 
of  order  in  referring  to  that  matter. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS.— The  honorable  member  for 
the  Thames  has  made  complaint  that  ho  had 
not  an  opportunity  of  refuting  stat«mente  of  this 
kind.  I  should  be  too  glad  myself  if  he  were 
able  to  refute  them,  or  to  show  us  in  any  way 
that  assertions  of  this  kind,  made  by  one  who  has 
held  so  many  important  positions  in  this  colony, 
were  not  made  without  some  foundation  of  truth. 
If  the  honorable  gentleman  is  in  a  position  to 
satisfy  the  House  on  that  question,  honorable 
members  will  be  exceedingly  glad.  I  have  nothing 
moi'e  to  say  upon  this  subject ;  but  I  do  trust 
that  the  honorable  gentlemen  who  have  spoken 
so  warmly  against  the  production  of  these  t^e- 
grams  will  endeavour  to  explain  their  speeches 
when  they  considered  it  highly  proper  to  insist 
upon  the  production  of  papers  which  were  not 
in  the  slightest  dogrea  of  a  public  character.  I 
entirely  agree  in  the  desirability  of  private  tele- 
grams being  treated  as  private  matters.  I  am 
certain  that  this  House  would  unanimously  re- 
sist any  attempt  to  produce  privaie  telegrams  as 
public  matters,  or  interfere  in  any  way  with  tho 
necessary  secrecy  of  the  department.  But  when 
telecrams  are  sent  as  public  telegrams,  at  the 
public  expense,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  House  to 
call  for  their  production — that  any  Minister  who 
makes  public  use  of  the  public  wires  for  the 
purpose  of  promoting  party  objects  may  feel 
that  this  is  a  penalty  which  he  may  at  any 
time  be  called  upon  to  pay  to  the  House.  I 
trust,  in  the  interest  of  the  purity  of  our  Go- 
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Temment,  and  in  the  interest  of  decorum  with 
regard  to  the  use  which  a  man  in  a  public 
department  may  make  of  the  advantages  placed 
at  his  disposal,  tliat  the  House  will  insist  upon 
these  telegrams  being  placed  on  the  table,  aud 
that  we  shall  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  them. 
Although  I  called  for  the  production  of  these 
telegrams,  honorable  members  in  the  Opposition 
were  so  exceedingly  quick  in  picking  those  tele- 
grams up  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  see  them. 

Mr.  HIS  LOP. — The  honorable  gentleman  who 
has  just  sat  down  seems  determined  to  justify  the 
position  he  has  taken  up  in  this  House  of  lay- 
ing down  moral  lessons  to  honorable  members 
by  misrepresenting  almost  everything  which  he 
speaks  about.  The  last  statement  he  has  made 
is  a  complete  misrepresentation  of  the  fact. 
Why,  honorable  members  were  smiling  at  the 
honorable  member  for  Waikouaiti  and  the 
honorable  member  for  Napier  (Mr.  Sutton)  on 
account  of  the  glee  with  which  they  looked 
over  these  telegrams  for  half-hours  together  this 
afternoon.  No  doubt  they  were  gratifying  the 
high  taste  which  they  have  cultivated  in  this 
House  for  high  literature,  and  for  that  which  is 
likely  to  elevate  the  character  of  the  House. 
Another  matter  which  he  has  misrepresented  is 
this — and  ho  has  been  a  party  to  the  whole  of 
this  transaction:  On  the  30th  of  October  he 
asked  that  certain  telegrams  sent  by  the  late 
Ministry  might  be  produced  to  this  House.  He 
does  not  frame  his  question  with  the  view  of 
letting  this  House  know  that,  in  addition  to  tele- 
grams which  had  been  sent  by  the  Ministry, 
telegrams  sent  by  other  persons  to  the  Ministry 
woiUd  also  have  to  be  produced.  The  Premier 
bad  evidently  been  conferring  with  the  honorable 
member  for  Cheyiot,  and  —  with  that  artfulness 
of  which  he  has  shown  himself  to  be  so  much  a 
master — he  came  up  to  the  table  this  afternoon 
and,  in  a  lisping,  gentle  Toice,  said  he  had  certain 
papers  to  lay  on  the  table.  He  did  not  speak  in 
a  tone  so  as  to  be  heard  b^  honorable  members, 
and  the  first  intimation  which  we  had  of  the  tele- 
grams being  on  the  table  was  the  glow  of  satis- 
faction on  the  faces  of  honorable  members  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House,  who  had  been  told  that 
they  were  there,  and  were  reading  them.  I  do 
not  enyy  the  desire  which  seems  to  be  enter- 
tained by  honorable  members  on  that  side  of  the 
House  to  throw  as  much  dirt  as  possible  upon 
those  on  the  Opposition  side.  Surely  they  must 
know  that  if  they  take  up  that  line  it  is  not  likely 
to  elevate  either  side.  If  we  go  in  for  degrading 
the  character  of  our  poUtical  opponents,  we  shall 
find  that  our  characters  will  depreciate  in  public 
estimation.  I  am  glad  to  hear  the  honorable 
member  for  Geraldine  approve  of  this  statement. 
I  believe  it  is  a  lesson  which  he  ought  to  lay 
to  heart.  I  believe  the  honorable  member  is 
capable  of  progress  and  amendment  in  that  direc- 
tion, and  if  he  lays  that  lesson  to  heart  we  shall 
find  him  an  ornament  to  the  House,  instead  of 
occupying  the  very  peculiar  position  which  he 
now  occupies.  With  regard  to  these  telegrams,  I 
have  had  the  pleasure  of  looking  over  some  of 
them,  and  I  can  tell  the  honorable  member  for 
Cheviot  that  when  he  reads  them  he  will  not  be 
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gratified  by  finding  the  name  of  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames  on  any  of  the  telegrams 
except  one.  So  that  gratification  will  be  denied 
him.  There  is  a  matter  of  which  we  have  reason 
to  complain.  Among  these  telegrams  there  are 
telegrams  which  one  honorable  member  tells  us 
he  paid  for  himself.  There  are  other  telegrams 
which,  I  believe,  after  what  the  honorable  gentle- 
man has  said,  it  wUl  turn  out  were  also  paid  for 
by  him.  I  think  the  rule  which  ought  to  bo 
followed  by  a  Government  which  does  not  wish 
to  deceive  the  House  by  quietly  laying  on  the 
table  papers  which  the  House  would  not  sano' 
tion,  is  to  abide  closely  by  the  question  asked,  and 
the  order  made  by  the  House.  Now,  the  order 
of  the  House  has  not  been  obeyed,  as  telegrams 
have  been  produced  which  ought  not  to  be  pro- 
duced. That  is  a  sufficient  primd  facie  ease  for 
sending  this  matter  to  a  Committee  for  inquiry. 
I  hope  the  House  will  come  to  a  decision  on 
the  matter,  so  that  we  may  not  have  the  whole 
evening  wasted  oTcr  this  discussion.  I  hope 
honorable  members  on  this  side  of  the  House,  lor 
the  purpose  of  supporting  the  character  of  honor- 
able members,  wUl  see  meir  way  to  support  the 
motion  before  the  House. 

Mr.  McLean.— -I  should  not  object  to  this 
Committee  if  it  were  not  that  the  public  would 
lose  the  good  reading  which  the  honorable  gentle- 
man has  stated  I  was  exulting  over  this  after- 
noon. I  did  enjoy  a  little  of  that  reading,  and  I 
think  it  would  be  a  pity  the  public  should  not 
share  in  the  pleasure.  Those  who  were  in  the 
House  in  1871  will  easily  understand  why  these 
telegrams  should  be  placed  upon  the  table  and 
why  they  should  be  made  public.  In  1871  the 
very  same  thing  liappeued  in  this  House,  and  the 
matter  was  made  public ;  and  why  should  it  not 
be  made  public  in  1879  ?  I  say  that  it  is  neces- 
sary to  make  these  matters  public  in  order  to  keep 
the  Government  pure,  and  in  order  to  prevent 
them  from  interfering,  as  the  late  Government 
did,  in  elections.  The  telegrams  disclose  this 
fact :  that  one  Minister  told  another  that  he 
should  throw  the  blame  upon  him,  and,  if  neces- 
sary, he  would  pitch  him  overboard.  This  is  very 
nice  reading  for  the  public,  and  will  show  how 
the  elections  have  beeu  carried  on.  I  was  bitterly 
opposed  to  the  production  of  any  private  tele- 
grams, or  anything^apparently  private;  but  I  hold 
that  all  these  telegrams  are  public  property. 
Thoy  have  been  paid  for  by  public  money,  and 
the  public  are  entitled  to  see  them.  Honorable 
gentlemen  think  that  by  this  Committee  they  will 
hide  these  telegrams.  The  reason  why  they  pro- 
pose this  Committee  is  that  these  telegrams  may 
be  burked — that  they  may  not  be  shown  to  the 
public — that  they  may  be  hidden,  and  that  those 
honorable  gentlemen  may  get  rid  of  the  blame 
attached  to  them  for  using  the  wires  in  the 
manner  they  have  done  in  sending  these  tele- 
grams. The  House  would  not  be  doing  its 
duty  by  burking  these  telegrams  by  appointing  a 
Committee,  and  I  hope,  under  such  circumstances, 
honorable  members  will  not  vote  for  the  motion. 
The  honorable  member  for  the  Thames  has  stated 
that,  if  any  telegrams  were  found  to  be  private, 
the  persons  sendmg  them  should  be  called  on  to 
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pay  for  them.  I  would  ask,  who  is  to  call  on  them 
to  paj  for  them  ?  Is  it  likelj  that  the  ofllcers  of 
thoir  own  department  would  call  on  them  to  paj 
for  them  ?  If  MinisterB  franked  these  telegrams, 
it  is  perfectly  understood  that  thej  are  public 
telegrams — open  to  the  public,  as  paid  for  out 
of  the  public  money.  The  houorable  member 
for  Chenot  put  the  matter  very  well  when  he 
said  that,  if  a  man  stole  anything  and  ho  was 
caught,  it  would  not  be  sufficient  to  a»k  him  to 
pay  for  it.  It  has  been  stated  that  a  mistake 
nas  been  made  in  one  of  the  telegrams  sent  by 
the  late  Postmaster-G-eneral.  That  honorable 
gentleman  sajs  it  was  a  public  telegram  on  public 
business,  and  that  a  mistake  was  made  in  the 
words  **  Fancy  I  am  all  right."  If  there  is  a  dis- 
pute as  to  whether  that  is  a  private  or  a  public 
telegram,  I  have  no  objection  whatever  to  give 
the  honorable  gentleman  the  benefit  of  the  doubt. 
I  say,  Let  these  telegrams  go  forth  to  the  public, 
and  give  the  public  the  benefit  of  tiiem.  I  can 
assure  the  honorable  member  for  Waitaki  that 
I  enjoyed  the  reading  of  these  telegrams  rery 
much.  I  am  not  ashamed  to  say  that  I  read 
them.  I  generally  look  at  everything  that  is  laid 
on  the  table.  There  has  been  nothing  hiid  on  the 
table  that  I  thought  more  of  than  the  telegrams 
I  have  referred  to.  Large  as  that  packet  of  tele- 
grams appears  to  be,  I  do  not  believe  a  quarter 
of  them  are  there.  Ministers  were  travelling  in 
all  parts  of  the  colony,  and  I  saw  no  telegrams 
amongst  those  produced  wliich  were  sent  by 
Minbters  from  other  places.  Therefore  I  take 
it  that  Dunedin,  Christchurch,  Auckland,  and 
other  places  would  have  to  be  ransacked  before 
all  these  telegrams  could  be  obtained,  and  I  am 
satisfied  that  when  they  were  all  collected  there 
-would  be  three  times  the  number  that  have  been 
laid  on  the  table  this  evening.  During  the  last 
election  I  could  not  understand  why,  in  a  portion 
of  my  district  which  was  supposed  to  be  rather 
against  me,  I  shoidd  have  been  favoured  with  two 
polling-places  situated  close  together.  I  could 
not  understand  at  the  time  why  such  kindness 
was  shown  to  me.  But  when  these  telegrams 
were  placed  on  the  table  I  discorered  that  my 
dear  and  honorable  friend  the  member  for  Port 
Chalmers  had  sent  a  telegram,  marked  '^Very 
urgent,"  ordering  these  polling-places  to  be  ap- 
pointed. If  I  had  known  that  the  honorable 
fentleman  was  going  to  move  in  that  direction, 
should  have  asked  him  to  appoint  sonie  other  * 
polling-places,  which  were  very  necessary,  in  order 
to  save  the  electors  in  one  portion  of  the  district 
from  travelling  a  long  distance  to  record  their 
votes.  If  the  honorable  gentleman  had  wished 
to  do  me  a  kindness,  he  might  have  gone  a  little 
further.  However,  I  am  thankful  for  the  favours 
which  the  late  Ministry  bestowed  upon  me.  I  am 
thankful  that  the  Premier  should  have  come  to 
help  me  with  my  constituents,  and  that  the  honor- 
able gentleman  should  have  sent  so  many  tele- 
grams. I  cannot  sav  whether  they  were  public  or 
private :  they  were  found  pretty  well  over  my  dis- 
trict, and  letters  too;  but  I  never  took  the  trouble 
to  see  whether  they  were  Q-OYemment  telegrams, 
or  whether  they  were  paid  for.  Special  anection 
wai  also  shown  to  the  honorable  membtr  for 


Cheviot  in  regard  to  these  telegrams ;  and  mj 
honorable  friend  the  member  for  the  Thamet 
(Mr.  Sheehan)  appears  to  have  gone  pretty  well 
wholesale  into  this  matter. 

Mr.  8TEWABT.— I  rise  to  a  point  of  oHer, 
Sir.  The  question,  I  apprehend,  is  this  :  Whether 
or  not  the  contents  of  thoi>o  telegrams  should  ba 
disclosed  to  the  public.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man is  retailing  them  in  his  speech  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  public,  and  frustrating  the  very  object 
which  the  motion  has  in  view.  If  every  mem- 
ber who  has  read  the  telegrams  is  to  be  at  liberty 
to  blurt  them  out  in  this  way,  I  apprehend  the 
appointment  of  a  Committee  will  be  useless. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— It  is  not  in  my  power  to 
close  the  honorable  member's  mouth,  or  to  pre- 
Tent  him  from  referring  to  the  telegrams  which 
he  road  when  they  were  on  the  table  of  the  House. 
At  present  they  are  in  my  possession,  where  they 
will  remain  until  the  question  now  under  con- 
sideration is  disposed  of.  I  cannot  prevent  the 
honorable  gentleman  disclosing  any  information 
he  may  have  obtained  from  perusing  the  tele- 
grams while  they  were  upon  the  table  of  the 
House,  and  open  to  him  to  make  use  of. 

Mr.  TOLE.— Do  I  understand,  Sir,  that  you 
hare  the  telegrams  impounded  in  your  custody  P 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— 1  hare  got  them  on  my  desk. 

Mr.  TOLE.— Then  what  right  has  the  honor- 
able  member  to  disclose  their  contents,  if  they  are 
not  before  the  House  ? 

Mr.  SPEAK l^R. — The  honorable  member  states 
that  while  they  were  on  the  table  he  had  an 
opportunity  of  referring  to  them.  I  cannot  pre- 
rent  honorable  members  using  information  thus 
obtained. 

Mr.  HAMLIN. — I  understood  the  Premier  just 
now  to  say  that  he  asked  the  House  to  consent  to 
those  papers  being  laid  on  the  table.  If  he  did 
make  that  request,  then  I  presume  you.  Sir,  .at 
once  asked  the  House  to  agree  to  it.  I  contend, 
therefore,  that  those  papers  must  be  laid  on  the 
tabic,  and  that,  consequently,  it  must  be  open  to 
every  member  of  this  House  to  look  at  them. 
The  Premier  stated  just  now  that  he  had  asked 
that  the  papers  might  be  laid  on  the  table.  I 
confess  I  did  not  hear  him  ask  the  question,  but 
I  presume  he  has  stated  the  fact. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— They  were  laid  on  the  table 
in  the  ordinary  form.  A  member  of  the  House 
has  now  made  a  proposition  that  they  should  be 
withdrawn,  and  I  hold  them  until  the  House 
decides  that  question. 

Mr.  MOSS. — I  have  endeavoured  to  read  those 
papers,  because  it  seems  to  me  a  wonderful 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Is  the  honorable  member 
speaking  to  the  point  of  order  ? 

Mr.  MOSS. — -Yes,  Sir ; — and  I  wos  astonished 
to  hear  that  I  was  not  allowed  to  look  at  them. 
I  saw  the  honorable  member  for  Napier  (Mr. 
Sutton)  absolutely  taking  a  copy  of  them,  and  he 
has  telegraphed  the  contents  of  some  of  them. 
They  were  taken  from  him  when  he  was  in  the 
act  of  doing  so,  and  while  I  was  sitting  at  his 
side :  but  I  have  not  been  allowed  to  see  them 
since ;  and  I  ask  you,  Sir,  whether  I  had  not  a 
right  to  see  those  papers  as  well  as  other  mem- 
bers of  this  House. 
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Mr.  GISBOBNE.  — I  Trish  to  speak  to  tlie 
Mme  point  of  order 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  bave  already  decided  the 
point  two  or  three  times :  unless  the  honorable 
member  for  Totai-a  can  pat  another  phase  on  the 
point  of  order,  I  cannot  entertain  it. 

Mr.  OISBORNE.— I  am  going  to  put  it  m 
thta  phase :  As  a  member  of  this  House,  I  ha?e  a 
right  to  look  at  papers  laid  on  the  table.  Because 
some  member  or  otlier  lias  chosen  to  saj  he  wishes 
those  papers  to  be  withdrawn,  I  am  not  to  be 
precluded  from  the  enjoyment  of  that  right.  And 
now  I  find  that  some  honorable  member — I  say 
this  without  any  personal  interest 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — That  is  the  same  question. 
I  hare  decided  it  three  times  already. 

Mr.  OISBORNE.— I  ask  you  now  whether  you 
decide  that  no  member  of  this  House  can  now 
look  at  those  papers,  while  another  member 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — I  haye  giren  a  decision  on 
that  point  three  times. 

Mr.  MOSS. — I  apprehend,  Su*,  it  is  still  open 
to  any  honorable  member  to  protest,  in  most 
respectful  language,  against  such  decision,  because, 
although  I  should  bo  perfectly  ready  to  obey  it, 
yet 

Hon.  Mexbbbs. — Chair. 

Mr.  MOSS. — I  ask  you.  Sir,  whether  I  haye  not 
a  right  to  say 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  do  not  think  you  have.  I 
am  intrusted  with  a  certaiu  discretion  in  matters 
of  this  kind.  The  House  is  discussing  the  ques- 
tion of  whether  these  papers  shall  bo  withdrawn 
or  not.  Until  the  House  decides  that,  I  do  not 
think  any  honorable  member  has  a  right  to  de- 
mand that  these  papers  should  be  deUrered  out 
of  my  custody. 

Mr.  MOSS. — I  will  not  dispute  what  you  have 
said  for  one  moment,  Sir,  but  I  wish  to  call  your 
attention  to  the  fact  that  it  was  before  the  House 
raised  any  question — before  the  House  rose  at 
half-past  fire  o'clock  this  afternoon — that  I  was 
refused  access  to  these  papers.  They  were  not 
then  in  your  possession,  but  in  the  possession  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Napier.  I  wish  to 
report  that  to  you.  Sir:  it  is  the  ground  upon 
which  I  complain. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  —  Tou  could  not  expect  to 
take  the  papers  out  of  the  hands  of  another  mem- 
ber  when  he  was  reading  them. 

Mr.  MOSS. — But  I  was  refused  on  your  autho- 
rity.   The  aerk 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  gave  no  order  with  regard 
to  withholding  these  papers  at  all  until  half-past 
five  o'clock.  Since  then  I  have  held  them,  and 
shall  keep  possession  of  them  until  the  House 
decidet  what  is  to  be  done.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Waikouaili  may  proceed. 

Mr.  McLEAN.— The  truth  is  this :  The  honor- 
able member  for  Napier  had  these  telegrams,  and 
I  taw  what  he  ihis  reading.  I  went  and  sat  down 
bende  him,  and  got  a  glance  at  them.  I  am  sorry 
to  say  I  saw  but  very  little  of  them,  and  I  hare 
only  repeated  the  oontents  of  one  or  two.  If, 
howcTer,  what  I  saw  is  a  fair  sample,  I  should 
like  to  read  them  all.  I  must  say  that  it  is  very 
unfair  of  the  honorable  member  for  Pamell  to 
object  to  thiS|  because  I  heard  him  make  a  solemn 


bargain  with  the  honorable  member  for  Napier 
that  he  was  to  have  the  next  reading  of  them.  It 
was  really  very  unfair  of  the  honorable  member 
to  make  the  objection  he  did,  because,  as  I  had  a 
share  in  the  perusal  of  these  papers,  I  thought  it 
was  hardly  just  for  the  honorable  member  for 
Napier  to  make  a  bargain  that  when  he  was  done 
with  them  he  should  take  them  away  from  me, 
and  hand  them  over  to  the  honorable  member  for 
Pamell.  However,  I  was  wilUng  to  give  way  to 
the  honorable  member,  knowing  that  I  should  see 
them  some  time  or  other.  Having  seen  a  few  of 
them,  I  think  it  would  be  too  bad  that  these 
telegrams,  which  are  public  property,  paid  for  out 
of  the  public  purse,  should  be  burked,  and  the 
public  denied  a  treat  such  as  I  believe  they  have 
not  had  for  a  long  time.  It  is  our  duty  to 
have  these  telegrams  laid  on  the  table,  and  to 
decide  that  in  future  all  things  that  pass  be- 
tween Ministers  and  the  people,  paid  for  out  of 
the  public  money,  shall  be  accessible  to  the 
public.  If  we  take  that  stand  now,  it  will  be 
found  in  future  that  Ministers  will  be  very  chary 
of  interfering  at  elections,  and  sending  telegrams 
at  the  public  expense. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.— I  shall  support  the  ap- 
pointment of  this  Committee  for  one  or  two  rea- 
sons. In  the  first  place  it  appears  to  me  that  the 
whole  system  of  the  department  requires  inquiring 
into.  There  must  be  a  peculiar  system  adopted 
in  carrying  on  this  department.  An  inquiry  into 
how  the  accounts  are  kept  as  presented  to  the 
House ;  how  the  receipts  are  made  up  ;  whether 
the  accounts  are  kept  the  same  as  in  the  Railway 
Department;  and  whether  every  message  that  is 
forwarded  by  the  Government  is  a  matter  of  ac- 
count or  is  simply  bundled  into  the  office  without 
any  record  being  kept — an  inquiry  of  this  sort  is  to 
some  extent  involved  in  this  matter.  That  is  one 
reason  why  I  think  it  is  very  important  that  we 
should  know  how  this  department  is  carried  on. 
We  know  it  is  carried  on  at  a  great  loss  to  the 
country— that  is  very  certain  j  and  this  is  one 
reason  why  we  should  appoint  the  Committee. 
There  is  also  another  important  reason.  The 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames  (Sir  G.  Grey) 
declared  in  this  House  that  no  telegram  of 
his  could  be  found  which  had  not  been  paid 
for.  Now  it  appears,  unfortunately,  that  there 
is  one,  and  I  believe  that  it  is  the  only  tele- 
gram of  his  in  the  whole  lot ;  and  I  appeal 
to  the  Government,  as  a  matter  of  generosity,  to 
give  him  the  opportunity  for  which  he  asks  to 
account  for  that  telegram.  When  an  honorable 
member  stands  up  in  the  House  and  makes  a 
statement,  as  the  honorable  gentleman  did,  he 
should  have  the  fullest  opportunity  of  putting 
himself  right  with  the  House.  There  is  another 
most  important  question  to  my  mind,  and  that  is 
this :  How  far  private  individuals  may  be  deluded 
into  sending  telegrams  which  may  afterwards  be 
made  public.  The  Government  sends  a  member 
of  the  House  a  telegram,  and  asks  for  a  reply, 
which  is  forwarded,  and  eventually  it  is  found 
that,  irrespective  of  its  contents,  it  is  laid  on  the 
table  of  the  House.  This  is  a  most  objectionable 
proceeding.  Any  member  of  this  House  may  be 
entrapped.     I  admit  that  anything  which  the 
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public  pay  for  is  public  property,  and  I  think  Ihe 
members  who  have  been  sending  these  free  tele- 
grams have  been  doing  a  very  mean  thing.  If  a 
man  v?i8he8  to  carry  out  his  own  views,  public  or 
private,  let  him  put  his  hand  into  his  pocket,  if  it 
18  to  get  Hansards  or  to  send  telegrams.  It  is 
just  about  the  same  in  both  cases — it  is  equally  a 
mean  trick.  As  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  gather 
from  honorable  members  who  have  spoken,  some 
telegrams  in  reply  from  private  members  are 
amongst  those  which  have  been  produced,  and  I 
think  it  would  be  very  objectionable  to  lay  those 
on  the  table,  because  members  have  been  led  into 
sending  these  telegrams  in  perfect  good  faith  as 
private  telegrams. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.~It  would  be  impossible  for 
me  to  allow  this  discussion  to  come  to  a  conclu- 
sion writhout  saying  a  few  words,  because  I  under- 
stand I  am  the  largest  contributor  to  the  number 
of  tlif^e  telegrams.  Sir,  there  must  be  something 
very  entertaining  in  the  matter,  or  it  would  be 
impossible  for  the  honorable  member  for  Wai- 
kouaiti  to  smile  all  over  his  face  as  ho  has  smiled 
to-night.  When  he  was  speaking  his  face  as- 
sumed that  Mephistopheles  appearance  which 
it  always  assumes  when  he  thinks  he  sees  a 
chance  of  dragging  some  member  of  the  side  to 
which  he  is  opposed  through  the  gutter.  I  saw 
him  reading  the  telegrams  this  afternoon,  with 
the  honorable  member  for  Napier  (Mr.  Sutton) 
looking  over  his  shoulder,  and  I  said  to  myself 
**  Arcades  ambo.**  The  speech  which  the  honor- 
able gentleman  has  just  delivered  is,  to  my  mind, 
a  most  disingenuous  and  unfair  speech.  Sir,  after 
you  intimated  that  you  had  withdrawn  these 
telegrams,  every  man  in  this  House  who  had 
seen  the  telegrams— every  man  worthy  of  being 
called  a  man — ought  to  have  closed  his  lips  and 
held  their  contents  secret.  But  what  has  the 
honorable  gentleman  done  P  He  has  sneaked  out 
the  contents  of  certain  of  those  telegrams  in  order 
to  get  them  before  the  House  and  the  country. 
At  a  time  when  we  are  deliberating  whether  the 
vrires  have  or  have  not  been  properly  used,  we 
are  told  that  the  House  ought  to  insist  that  the 
telegrams  should  not  be  smothered,  because  they 
contain  something  of  a  very  improper  character. 
That  is  the  kind  of  advice  given  by  the  Old 
Bailey  lawyer,  who,  when  he  cannot  get  the 
evidence  he  wants,  makes  statements  with  the 
view  of  damaging  the  witness.  Why,  Sir,  if 
we  were  to  go  back  a  few  years  and  were  to 
enter  into  the  honorable  gentleman's  private 
room,  we  should  discover  some  very  curious 
things.  We  should  see  how  he  did  the  business. 
We  should  find  that  in  evei^  plot  to  damage  an 
opponent,  or  shake  a  man  in  his  allegiance  to  his 
party,  there  would  be  the  honorable  gentleman, 
facile  princeps.  And  yet  he  talks  of  his  honor, 
and  of  his  political  purity!  When  I  remember 
that  a  man  who  is  not  now  in  this  House  was 
subjected  to  pressure  of  a  most  infamous  kind, 
and  when  I  know  what  the  nature  of  that  pres- 
sure was,  I  can  afford  to  smile  at  the  insignificant 
and  ungentlemanly  taunts  which  the  honorable 
gentleman  has  levelled  at  me  to-night.  A  certain 
spiritual  personage — I  suppose  he  is  spiritual — 
can  quote  Scripture  when  he  thinks  proper ;  and 
Mr,  TumbnU 


when  the  honorable  gentleman  talks  about  abuse 
of  the  public  money  and  the  public  telegrams  I 
am  reminded  of  that  spiritual  person — whose  ac- 
quaintance I  hope  he  will  not  make.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  stated  that  the  same  thing  was 
done  in  1871.  I  say  he  is  incorrect.  No  telegrams 
were  produced  in  l.^yl.  1  defy  him  to  show  any 
record  of  telegrams  having  been  produced.  He 
has  a  very  good  memoiy,  and  let  him  turn  up 
the  record  if  there  is  any.  I  say  that  none 
were  produced.  This  House  would  not  allow 
them  to  be  produced,  and  I  believe  that  in 
consequence  an  alteration  was  made  in  the  law. 
Let  me  remind  honorable  members,  as  we  are 
talking  of  ihese  things,  that  this  House  once  got 
up  a  growl  because  it  became  known  that  the 
Commissioner  of  Telegraphs  had  been  seen  in 
the  office  attached  to  these  buildings.  I  believe 
he  went  there  without  any  intention  of  look- 
ing at  any  telegrams;  but  it  became  known 
that  he  was  there  while  the  clerks  were  at 
work,  and  it  led  to  a  very  acrimonious  debate 
in  this  House.  Now,  the  honorable  gentleman 
asserts  that  these  telegrams  have  been  paid  for 
with  the  public  money.  That  is  the  point  in  dis- 
pute. Certainly  some  of  them  have  not  been 
paid  for  out  of  the  public  money,  and,  when  we 
are  charged  with  forwarding  a  private  telegram  at 
the  public  expense,  I  think  we  are  entitled  to 
have  evidence  upon  oath,  and  show  how  it  came  to 
pass.  I  feel  very  sorry  that  the  honorable  gentle- 
man should  have  thought  it  his  duty  to  go  so  far 
as  to  make  use  of  the  contents  of  these  telegrams 
in  his  speech  to  the  House,  in  deCance  of  the  fact 
that  you,  Sir,  had  withdrawn  the  telegrams  from 
the  table,  and  refused  to  allow  me  to  see  them. 
I  am  surprised  that  he  should  take  advantage  of 
the  fact  that  he  had  seen  them,  and  attempt 
to  mislead  the  House,  and  the  country  through 
the  House,  in  regard  to  the  nature  of  their 
contents.  I  am  told — I  am  not  in  the  habit  of 
looking  over  honorable  members'  shoulders — that 
the  honorable  member  for  Napier  (Mr.  Sutton) 
has  taken  extracts  from  the  telegrams,  and  that 
they  have  gone  along  the  wires  to  be  published 
in  the  newspapers  of  the  colony.  That  is  not  a 
thing  that  any  member  of  this  House  ought  to 
have  done  if  he  wished  to  act  fairly  and  squarely. 
And  I  may  tell  him  that  it  will  not  do  him  any 
good.  When  such  tactics  are  carried  too  far  it 
always  happens  that  public  feeling  recoils  upon 
the  moving  spirits.  The  honorable  member  for 
Waikouaiti  says  he  generally  looks  at  all  the 
papers  that  are  laid  on  the  table.  No  donbt. 
He  is  always  looking.  He  gives  me  the  impres- 
sion of  a  man  who  would  put  his  ear  to  a  key- 
hole or  look  through  the  chink  of  a  window  ;  and 
I  think  some  of  his  own  firiends  will  not  say  that 
that  impression  is  incorrect.  We  have  heard  the 
Ministry  called  the  "Detective  Ministry."  I  do 
not  think  the  term  was  fairly  applied,  but  I  cer- 
tainly do  think  the  honorable  meml>er  for  Wai- 
kouaiti should  have  been  in  the  detective  service, 
because  there  he  would  have  risen  to  a  greater 
eminence  than  he  is  likely  to  rise  to  in  this  House. 
The  detective  service  has  lost  a  valuable  officer, 
and  this  House  has  got  a  most  troublesome  mem- 
ber.  The  honorable  member  is  very  much  grieved 
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on  one  point.  He  says  he  has  not  seen  all  the 
telegrams,  and  that  there  must  he  a  great  monj 
more.  Now,  Sir,  it  strikes  me  that  the  col- 
lection of  these  telegrams  and  the  presenta- 
tion of  them  to  the  Minister  was  a  labour  of 
lore  to  the  department.  I  am  not  speaking 
now  of  the  officer  in  charge,  but  of  the  per- 
manent officers.  From  what  I  know  of  the  de- 
partment, I  am  perfectly  certain  that  two  or 
three  of  these  officers  must  hare  worked  night 
and  day  to  get  these  things  in  in  time.  And  we 
may  safely  take  it  for  granted  that  they  put  in 
telegrams  that  were  neyer  asked  for  —  dragged 
them  in  with  the  greatest  willingness ;  so  that, 
whatever  the  honorable  gentleman's  opinion  may 
be,  we  may  conclude  beyond  doubt  that  they  are 
all  there  I  know  the  honorable  gentleman  is 
sensitively  exact,  to  the  extent  of  being  pinirient, 
but  he  is  not  likely  to  be  gratified  on  this  occa- 
sion. Then  the  honorable  gentleman  is  ungrateful 
in  the  highest  degree.  By  some  process  unknown 
to  mo,  by  the  use  of  a  bucket  of  whitewash  and  a 
brush  he  has  become  a  Liberal.  A  true  Liberal 
ought  to  be  anxious  to  secure  the  greatest  facili- 
ties for  the  exercise  of  the  electoral  rights  of  the 
Liberals  in  his  district ;  but  when  the  honorable 
member  for  Port  Chalmers  offered  to  give  him 
two  more  polling-booths  during  his  election  he 
declined  them.  And  what  are  his  thanks?  He 
abused  him  in  this  House.  He  ought. to  have 
got  up  and  thanked  him. 

Mr.  BRYCE.— He  did  thank  him. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— Yes  ;  ho  thanked  him  in  a 
peculiar  fashion.  I  do  not  care  for  thanks  of 
that  kind.  We  are  told  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man at  tlie  head  of  the  Government  that  all  tele- 
grams paid  for  by  the  public  should  be  seen  by  the 
public.  Well,  let  us  see  the  telegrams  about  the 
new  loan.  They  are  paid  for  by  the  public.  If 
that  be  the  received  and  accepted  doctrine,  let  us 
have  them  laid  before  the  House.  Will  any  man 
say  that,  because  a  telegram  is  paid  for,  it  must 
be  produced  ?     Certainly  not. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — We  will  see  the  telegrams  if 
we  wish  it. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— Well,  you  had  better  not 
wish  it,  because  you  won't.  Sir,  if  there  is  a 
member  in  this  House  who  impresses  one  with 
the  sense  of  a  nightmare,  it  is  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Cheviot.  There  are  men  of  high  public 
character  in  this  House,  such  as  the  Premier, 
the  Colonial  Treasurer,  the  Minister  for  Pub- 
lic Works,  my  late  colleague  the  member  for 
Wanganui  (Mr.  Ballance),  and  many  others, 
who  have  some  reputation  for  public  virtue  and 
morality ;  but  they  cannot  holdt  a  candle  to  the 
honorable  gentleman.  He  stands,  like  the  peak 
of  his  own  Cheviot  Hills,  seven  thousand  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  ordinary  political  sea.  No- 
body can  be  right  in  his  estimation.  But  it 
was  clear,  from  the  way  in  which  he  put  this 
question  to  the  Minister,  that  he  was  not  a 
fair  fighter.  If  ho  were,  he  would  have  brought 
a  motion  fairly  before  the  House,  and  would  have 
put  it  to  the  vote.  That  would  have  been  a 
manly  way  of  dealing  with  the  matter.  But 
that  would  not  do.  He  gives  as  an  excuse — and 
this  will  show  how  far  he  is  entitled  to  hold  him- 


self up  as  a  pattern  to  other  people — that  the 
telegram  to  Mr.  Ingles  led  to  a  suspicion  in  the 
minds  of  other  pure-minded  persons  like  himself. 
Now,  what  is  the  history  of  that  telegram  ?  The 
history  is  this :  A  telegram  was  sent  by  a  mem- 
ber of  the  late  Government  to  Mr.  Ingles,  of 
Kaikoura,  in  the  Cheviot  District.  It  found  its 
way  to  Kaikoura,  Hawke's  Bay ;  but  the  person 
who  received  it,  being  an  honorable  man,  closed 
up  the  envelope  and  sent  it  to  the  gentleman  to 
whom  it  was  directed.  Some  person,  certainly  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House,  opened  that  telegram 
and  sent  a  garbled  copy  of  it  to  a  newspaper. 
Now,  if  the  honorable  gentleman's  hands  be  as 
white  as  he  says  they  are,  and  if  bis  heart  be  as 
unstained  as  he  says  it  is — if  he  be  the  Simon 
Pure  which  he  says  he  is — then  he  ought  not  to 
have  touched  that  telegram.  But  no.  Sir.  For 
party  purposes,  in  spite  of  his  purity,  he  showed 
that  he  could  go  as  far  into  a  sewer  as  anybody 
else. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS.— That  telegram  was  never 
used  until  it  was  received  by  the  person  whose 
property  it  was — Mr.  Ingles. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— Then,  supposing  that  to 
be  the  case,  it  simply  leads  one  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  they  must  be  a  peculiar  people  at 
Cheviot ;  because,  if  Mr.  Ingles  would  use  a 
telegram  in  that  way,  which  on  the  face  of  it 
plainly  showed  that  it  was  not  intended  for 
publication,  all  I  can  say  is  that  he  must  have 
been  brought  up  in  the  same  school  as  the  honor- 
able member  for  Cheviot.  Now,  let  me  point  out 
one  absolute  fallacy  in  the  honorable  gentleman's 
argument :  From  the  time  that  certain  Auckland 
members  left  our  party  to  go  over  to  the  Govern- 
ment I  have  never  addressed  this  House  on  that 
question.  I  have  my  reason  for  that,  and  I  will 
mention  it  without  mentioning  names :  it  is  be- 
cause there  is  one  of  those  four  members  of  whom 
I  cannot  believe  any  wrong,  and  I  am  waiting  for 
time  to  work  out  the  explanation.  But  we  are 
told  that  the  attempt  to  compel  Ministers  to  make 
known  tlie  contents  of  the  document  that  passed 
between  thorn  and  the  four  members  was  not  fair. 
But  this  is  fair.  Now,  let  me  ask  this  question  : 
What  was  that  compact?  Did- it  not  deal  with 
the  public  lands — the  public  revenues?  Well, 
Sir,  if  a  compact  between  certain  members  of 
this  House  and  the  Ministry  of  the  day,  who  con- 
trol this  House,  or  are  trying  to  get  a  majority — 
a  compact  aflecting  the  public  revenue,  the  public 
estate — is  to  be  treated  as  a  private  document,  all  I 
can  say  is  that  parliamentary  government  is  gone 
for  ever.  I  have  not  seen  these  wires  myself,  but 
I  am  told  there  are  amongst  them  telegrams 
marked  "Private  and  confidential."  Well,  Sir, 
if  a  telegram  from  the  late  Gh>vemment  to  a 
private  individual  is  a  public  tdlegram,  how  on 
earth  ean  a  compact  made  between  the  present 
Government  and  certain  members  of  the  House 
be  regarded  as  a  private  document?  I  do  not 
know  how  the  honorable  gentleman  reconciles 
these  things.  Possibly  between  this  and  to-mor- 
row he  may  be  able  to  reconcile  them.  I  say  at 
once,  if  the  fact  of  the  word  "  Confidential "  being 
written  across  the  face  of  a  document  such  as  that 
handed  to  the  member  for  Newton  precludes  this 
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House  from  seeing  it,  in  the  same  waj  a  telegram 
marked  "  Private  and  confidential "  should  not  be 
put  upon  the  table  of  the  House  without  reference 
either  to  the  person  who  sent  it  or  the  person  to 
whom  it  was  sent.  We  have  been  told  on  the 
present  occasion  that  most  improper  things  have 
been  found  out.  I  presume  that,  as  provided  in 
the  old  Spartan  law  which  attached  no  penalty  (o 
thieving  unless  the  offence  was  discovered,  the  tin 
here  was  the  being  found  out.  But  the  Spartan 
law  was  in  force  before  we  went  into  office,  and 
all  that  mj  honorable  friends  can  saj  is,  that  they 
were  not  found  out.  I  feel  sure  that  the  tele- 
graph has  been  used  for  electioneering  purposes 
by  Ministers  for  years  past ;  and  had  we  gone  to 
work  in  the  same  systematic  way,  picking  out 
these  telegrams,  we  could  have  found  out  a  great 
many.  1  liave  seen  copies  of  them  attached  to 
pubUo  papers,  and  all  I  can  say  is,  if  it  be  an 
offence,  it  is  an  offence  of  very  long  standing 
indeed.  Now  I  would  like  to  ask  the  honorable 
gentleman  who  laid  these  papers  on  the  tabley— 
although  I  have  no  desire  to  subject  him  to  any 
cross-examination — if  he  has  mentioned  to  the 
House,  and,  if  not,  whether  he  will  do  so,  under 
what  authority  of  law  he  called  upon  the  head 
of  the  Telegraph  Department  to  produce  all  these 
telegrams.  I  will  pause  to  allow  him  to  answer 
that  question  before  I  go  any  further. 

Mr.  HALL.  —  Go  on.  I  shall  have  another 
opportunity. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— Then  the  Premier  declines 
to  plead.  I  presume  that  is  so.  He  declines  to 
answer  my  question.  Then  I  think  that,  as  a 
matter  of  right,  the  House  should  call  upon  him 
to  state  under  what  authority  of  law  these  tble- 
grams  were  demanded  by  the  G-overnmcnt  from 
the  head  of  the  Telegraph  Department.  I  shall 
be  glad  to  hear  what  section  in  any  Act  in  force 
in  this  colony  gives  him  that  power.  It  may  be 
that  I  am  speaking  under  a  misapprehension,  and 
I  do  not  want  to  do  anything  that  is  at  all  unfair, 
because  I  will  say  frankly  at  once  that  1  believe 
these  telegrams  hare  been  laid  on  the  table  in 
consequence  of  a  misunderstanding  of  the  ques* 
tion  of  the  honorable  member  for  Cheviot.  I  do 
not  even  accuse,  the  Premier  of  endeavouring  to 
score  a  point  unfairly  against  political  opponents; 
but  still  1  should  like  to  know  under  what  au- 
thority he  took  it  upon  himself  to  call  upon 
the  Telegraph  Department  to  produce  thepe  tele- 
grams. I  should  really  like  an  answer  before 
I  proceed  any  further.  I  am  desirous  of  acting 
fairly,  and  I  do  not  want  to  talk  about  the 
matt-er  without  being  well  acquainted  with  the 
facts.  If  the  honorable  gentleman  declines  to 
answer  mo,  I  will  ask  the  House  to  look  at  the 
Act,  and  I  will  say  this  :  that  no  one,  not  even 
a  Minister  of  the  Crown,  has  any  right  to  take 
into  his  possession  the  onginal  or  the  copy  of  any 
telegram  in  the  Telegraph  Office  unless  in  the 
manner  laid  down  in  this  Act — the  Act  of  1876. 
If  I  am  wrong  iu  that  opiniou  the  House  will 
excuse  me,  seeing  I  have  given  the  honorable 
gentleman  an  opportunity  of  explaining  what 
his  authority  was,  which  opportunity  he  has  not 
seen  fit  to  embrace.  What  does  this  Act  pro- 
vide ?  That  there  is  only  one  process  by  which 
Mr.  Sheehan 


the  original  or  the  copy  of  a  telegram  once  sent 
can  possibly  be  obtained  for  the  purpose  of  being 
seen  and  read.  But  there  is  this  distinction  :  It 
the  telegrams  referred  to  were  telegrams  recorded 
in  the  public  offices  they  might  be  produced  to 
the  House  ;  but  if  ther  are  not  matters  of  record, 
and  if  to  obtain  them  it  became  necessary  to  apply 
to  the  Telegraph  Office  for  the  originals,  or  for 
copies,  then  the  process  is  clearly  and  dbtinctly 
laid  down  in  the  Act ;  and,  if  that  process  hsLs 
not  been  followed,  there  has  been  an  absolute 
breach  of  confidence  in  connection  with  the  Tele- 
graph Department.  What  do  we  find  in  this 
Act?  So  far  as  I  can  gather,  it  provides  that 
telegrams,  shall  be  produced  only  "  on  any  in- 
quiry before  any  Committee  either  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council  or  the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  or 
any  Joint  Committee  of  such  Council  or  House, 
or  before  any  Commission  duly  appointed  by  the 
Governor."  These  were  the  only  cases  iu  which 
information  should  be  given ;  and  even  then,  so 
important  is  it  to  preserve  the  secrecy  of  the  Tele- 
graph Department,  if  the  persons  in  charge  of  the 
department  are  called  upon  to  divulge  the  con- 
tents of  telegrams,  the  body  before  whom  that 
information  is  given  have  to  give  an  indem- 
nity to  the  witnesses  for  tendering  evidence  of 
that  kind.  The  very  essence  of  the  usefulness 
of  the  Telegraph  Department  consists  in  its  per- 
fect and  inviolable  secrecy  ;  and  if  Ministers  are 
entitled  to  direct  their  subordinates  in  that  de- 
partment to  produce  and  lay  before  them  copies 
of  telegrams  irom  or  to  any  person,  it  mutters  not 
whether  that  person  occupies  an  official  position 
or  not,  then  1  say  this :  that  public  confidence 
in  this  department  has  liitherto  been  altogether 
misplaced.  I  do  not  contend  that  there  is  no 
way  of  getting  at  these  telegrams,  because,  if 
they  have  been  paid  for  by  public  money,  it  is 

Suite  right  they  should  be  produced  if  the  House 
esires  it ;  and  there  is  a  way  in  which  that  ntay 
be  done.  But  I  say  this :  that  that  way  is  laid 
down  by  the  law,  and  should  have  been  followed, 
more  especially  as  this  motion  did  not  come  be- 
fore the  House  for  its  approval.  H  there  had 
been  a  motion  made,  seconded,  discussed,  and 
carried — although  it  would  have  been  informal, 
I  admit  —  still  it  would  have  been  in  soma 
degree  a  warrant  from  this  House  for  the  pro- 
duction of  those  telegrams ;  but  in  this  case  a 
simple  question  was  asked  by  the  honorable 
meniber  for  Cheviot,  and  answered  by  the  Pre- 
mier— there  was  no  discussion,  no  acquiescence 
on  the  part  of  the  House — and  then  we  find,  a 
few  days  afterwards,  that  telegrams  are  laid  upon 
the  table  of  this  House.  X  submit,  confidently, 
that,  for  the  purpose  of  scoring  a  point  against 
the  party  in  opposition,  Ministers  have  betrayed 
an  enormous  trust.  In  the  first  place  they  have 
gone  beyond  the  letter  of  the  question  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Cheviot,  and  have  pro- 
duced, not  only  the  telegrams  sent  by  Ministers, 
but  also  telegrams  sent  by  private  persons  to 
Ministers,  which  must  have  been  private  tele- 
grams, and  paid  for  as  such,  inasmuch  as  they 
had  no  authority  to  frank  telegrams.  I  say,  fur- 
ther, it  was  unfair  to  put  these  telegrams  upon 
the  table — ^it  was  unfair  to  allow  thei9  to  be  corn- 
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municated  to  this  House  and  the  country  until 
auch  time  as  the  means  whercbj  tliej  were  sent 
had  been  diseotered — until  it  had  been  discovered 
whether  tliey  were  paid  for  by  priyate  or  public 
money,  and  whether  they  liaye  been  duly  taken 
from  the  place  they  were  supposed  to  be  kept  in 
by  the  Telegraph  Department.  I  am  certain, 
therefore,  the  House  will  not  refuse  a  Committee. 
My  honorable  colleague,  the  honorable  member 
for  the  Thames,  has  already  made  a  statement  to 
the  effect  that  he  left  the  franking  of  these  tele- 
grams entirely  to  the  discretion  of  his  private 
secretary ;  and  I  can  say,  so  far  as  I  am  aware, 
that  from  the  time  the  House  was  dissolved  in 
August  till  the  new  House  met  in  September  I 
did  not  wittingly  or  knowingly  forward  a  single 
telegram  on  electioneering  matters  at  the  public 
expense.  I  can  show  that  I  had  accounts  at  the 
Tarious  telegraph  offices,  and  that  all  my  "  wires" 
which  related  to  election  matters  were  paid  for 
out  of  my  private  purse — not  one  farthing  came 
out  of  the  Public  Treasury.  I  say  "knowingly 
or  wittingly."  I  cannot  go  further  tlian  that, 
because  during  the  whole  of  that  time  I  was 
in  receipt  of  irom  fifty  to  a  hundred  telegrams 
a  day,  so  that  I  had  to  have  recourse  to  the  ser- 
Tices  of  a  shorthand  writer  in  order  to  answer 
them  all.  I  did  not  sign  one  of  them  myself,  and  I 
believe,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  I  did  not  see  five  per 
cent,  of  them  before  they  were  sent  away  by  the 
clerk  who  wrote.  Morning  and  evening  I  gave  ex- 
press instructions  to  the  clerk  who  wrote  out  these 
wires,  that  all  telegrams  which  had  no  relation  to 
public  business  should  be  placed  to  my  priyate 
account.  I  did  not  go  and  see  if  that  was  done. 
I  simply  gave  instructions,  and  expected  to  see 
them  carried  out;  and  when  the  account  was 
brought  to  me  I  paid  it.  I  make  that  statement 
to  the  House ;  but  I  think,  in  justice  to  myself, 
I  should  bo  allowed  to  prove  my  statement  by 
evidence  upon  oath,  and,  that  being  the  case,  I 
trust  that  honorable  gentlemen  will  not  refuse  mo 
the  opportunity  of  having  these  matters  proved 
in  the  ordinary  and  proper  way.  If  it  turns  out 
that  any  private  wires  have  been  knowingly  and 
wilfully  sent  at  the  expeneo  of  the  public,  I  will 
not  attempt  to  excuse  or  defend  such  conduct.  I 
do  not  desire  to  impute  to  the  Government  that 
they  have  laid  these  telegrams  on  the  table  to 
damage  the  late  Government.  I  believe,  mjrseli, 
that  a  mistake  has  been  made,  not  only  in  getting 
any  wires  from  the  Telegraph  Department,  but 
also  in  getting  the  wrong  ones,  and  I  regret, 
as  a  matter  of  gentlemanly  feeling,  that  before 
they  were  laid  upon  the  table  a  reference  was  not 
made  to  the  senders  or  receivers  of  those  tele- 
grams, because  it  no  doubt  could  then  have  been 
shown  that  the  assertion  that  telegrams  for  pri- 
vate purposes  were  sent  at  the  public  cost  was  a 
mistake.  I  hope  the  Committee  will  be  granted. 
The  truth  will  not  be  known  from  speeches  in 
this  House  such  as  those  delivered  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Cheviot  and  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  WaLkouaiti.  Accusations  and  recrimina- 
tions will  never  settle  the  matter ;  but  let  a  Com- 
mittee be  empowered  to  take  evidence  upon  oath, 
and  then  the  House  will  arrive  at  a  dennite  con- 
clusion as  to  who  was  right  and  who  was  wrong. 


Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— I  am  sure  the  lionorable 
gentleman  must  be  wrong  on  this  occasion,  or  he 
would  not  have  gone  into  such  a  towering  pas- 
sion. I  never  before  in  the  whole  of  my  experi- 
ence saw  that  honorable  gentleman  in  such  a  rage 
as  he  was  in  when  he  rose  to  speak,  though 
no  doubt  he  calmed  down  by  degrees  until  he 
got  into  that  state  of  good-humour  and  bonhomie 
which  generally  characterizes  him,  and  he  ended 
with  a  moderation  which  was  in  strong  contrast 
with  the  mode  in  which  he  commenced.  In  the 
earlier  part  of  his  speech  he  cast  the  hardest 
terms  it  was  possible  for  one  honorable  member 
to  throw  at  another  against  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Waikouaiti  and  the  honorable  member 
for  Cheviot,  because  they  happened  to  take  a 
view  different  from  that  which  the  honorable 
gentleman  holds  in  i^egard  to  the  production  of 
these  telegrams.  Until  the  honorable  gentleman 
began  to  speak  I  did  not  think  there  was  any- 
thing particular  in  thb  matter  —  I  thought  it 
was  a  small  affair  to  give  rise  to  so  long  a  discus- 
sion ;  but,  when  the  honorable  gentleman  rose,  I 
saw  immediately  there  was  more  in  it  than  ap- 
peared at  first  sight,  and  that  the  thing  ought  to 
be  investigated  to  the  very  bottom.  1  was  pre- 
sent when  the  Colonial  Secretary  brought  down 
the  papers.  I  heard  him  mention  what  they 
were  when  he  laid  them  upon  the  table,  and  I 
heard  him  ask  whether  it  was  the  pleasure  of  the 
House  that  they  should  lie  upon  the  table.  No 
notice  was  taken  of  them  ;  and  I,  although  I 
knew  what  the  papers  contained,  never  had  the 
curiosity  to  go  and  look  at  them — for  this  rea- 
son. Sir :  that  when  this  subject  was  first  brought 
up,  apropo*  of  the  Whitmore-citm- Ingles  telegram, 
the  honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers,  who 
wns  then  on  the  Treasury  benches,  declared  most 
positively  in  this  House  that  there  was  no  other 
telegram  than  this  one  from  Ministers  on  public 
service  on  electioneering  subjects.  The  nonor- 
able  gentleman  stated  that,  as  far  as  he  was  con- 
cerned, there  was  no  other  telegram  of  a  like 
nature ;  and  each  of  his  colleagues  rose  in  his 
place  ond  repeated  the  assertion,  and  all  cheered 
and  applauded  him  in  repudiating  the  idea  that 
there  was  any  other  telegram  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— I  did  not  rise,  for  one,  and 
I  have  an  idea  that  others  of  my  colleagues  did 
not  rise  also. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— My  general  impression 
is,  that  Ministers  rose  oito  after  another,  and 
repeated  what  the  honorable  member  for  Port 
Chalmers  said.  When  this  question  wos  first 
raised  in  the  House,  the  late  Ministry  flatly  de- 
nied that  there  were  any  other  such  telegrams ; 
but  still  the  honorable  member  for  Cheviot  asked 
whether  the  Ministry  would  inquire,  and,  if  there 
were,  whether  they  would  lay  them  on  the  table, 
and  Ministers  said  they  would  do  so.  I  thought 
at  the  time  that  there  would  be  a  nil  return, 
seeing  that  it  had  been  already  stated  by  the  late 
Ministry  that  there  were  no  Other  telegrams  on 
public  service  on  electioneering  subjects.  But, 
instead  of  a  nil  return,  a  bundle  of  telegrams  has 
been  laid  on  the  table.  I  have  not  seen  the  tele- 
grams yet,  but  it  appears  there  are  a  great  many 
of  them,  and  that  the  late  Ministry  made  use  of 
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the  telegraph  to  a  prettj  considerable  extent  with 
a  Tiew  to  influencing  the  elections.  There  is  a 
point  which  has  been  entirely  overlooked  in  the 
course  of  this  debate  —  at  least,  bj  honorable 
gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  House.  It 
is  this :  that  the  honorable  member  for  Cheviot 
came  to  this  House  on  the  24th  July,  I  have 
no  doubt  burning  with  indignation  because  his 
election  had  been  interfered  with  by  the  Go- 
Ternment.  And  not  only  he,  but  a  number  of 
honorable  members  on  my  side  of  the  House  came 
here  with  that  feeling.  I  myself  came  with  such  a 
feeling  in  my  mind.  I  felt  very  strongly  at  that 
time  that  the  late  Native  Minister  had  interfered 
in  my  election. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— Certainly  not. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— Then  I  came  here  with 
that  feeling. 

Mr.  SHEBHAN.  —  Then  I  give  it  the  most 
emphatic  denial. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— The  honorable  member 
need  not  give  it  any  denial.  I  came  hero  with  that 
feeling,  and  felt  it  very  strongly,  because  at  that 
time  I  believed  it  to  be  the  case.  Very  many 
members  came  here  believing  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  very  wrongly  exercised  the  powers  of 
their  office  to  influence  the  elections.  We  all  felt 
when  we  came  here  that  we  had  had  a  very  hard, 
uphill  fight  against  enormous  odds,  and  were 
r^uly  to  take  the  Gt>vernment  by  the  throat  and 
shake  them  for  having  dared  to  intei'fere,  at  the 
pubUc  expense,  with  our  elections.  That  feeling 
wore  off,  and,  looking  back,  it  seems  to  me  there 
was  nothing  to  trouble  one's  mind  about ;  and 
the  feeling  which  I  entertained  with  regard  to  the 
then  Native  Minister  vanished  when  I  mot  my 
honorable  friend  once  again.  Every  man  who 
had  just  got  through  a  notly-contested  election 
felt  strongly,  and  would  have  done  anything  to 
drag  out  the  action  of  the  late  Gi>vemment  in 
regard  to  the  elections.  And  that  brings  mo  to 
the  very  point  I  was  referring  to — that  the  great 
wrong  done  was,  not  so  much  that  telegrams  had 
been  sent  on  public  ser?ice,  but  that  the  late 
Qt)vernment  used  their  power  in  an  improper 
way  to  influence  the  late  elections :  and  if  any- 
thing is  a  public  matter,  that  is  a  public  matter. 
Let  It  be  borne  in  mind  that  there  may  be  num- 
bers of  men  who,  but  for  such  interference,  would 
have  seats  at  this  moment  in  this  House ;  and  I 
ask  whether  their  interests,  and  the  interests  of 
the  large  number  of  persons  who  supported  tliem, 
are  to  be  ignored.  Why,  of  course  every  one  of 
these  candidates  and  every  supporter  of  theirs — 
every  one  of  them — has  a  perfect  right  to  hear 
whether  the  Government  made  use  oi  public  de- 
partments in  order  to  interfere  with  their  elec- 
tions. Luckily,  the  honorable  member  for  Cheviot 
gained  his  election  by  a  gallant  flght  and  got  in, 
and  it  is  a  very  good  thing  for  this  House  ;  and 
I  believe  he  will  always  be  an  ornament  to  this 
House — (laughter) — a  much  greater  ornament 
than  the  honorable  members  who  are  making  those 
peculiar  noises — a  much  greater  ornament  than 
the  honorable  member  for  Hokitika.  I  do  not 
wish  to  depreciate  any  honorable  member,  and 
the  honorable  member  for  Hokitika  will  be  an 
ornament  to  the  House  if  he  tries  to  improve. 
Mr.  Wak^Jd 


I  have  known  the  honorable  member  for  Cheviot 
for  the  last  fifteen  or  sixteen  years,  and,  alway* 
having  had  a  high  opinion  of  his  character  and 
abilities,  I  am  not  going  to  be  told  now,  simply 
because  he  thought  himself  justified  in  taking 
up  this  matter,  that  he  is  anything  less  worthj 
or  admiration  than  before.  I  am  glad  he 
got  into  the  House.  But  it  might  have  hap- 
pened to  him  not  to  get  in,  owing  to  their 
use  of  the  public  telegraph;  and  so,  in  mj 
opinion,  was  it  with  reference  to  several  others. 
That  is  what  the  honorable  member  for  Cheviot 
wanted  to  bring  to  light.  He  did  not  care  a  six- 
pence whether  the  Government  paid  for  this  or 
that  telegram.  It  was  the  only  way  by  which 
he  could  get  at  the  fact  that  the  Government 
had  interfered  with  the  elections.  He  could  not 
otherwise  get  at  the  telegrams;  and  it  appears 
to  me  it  was  a  very  good  thing  that  he  brought 
the  question  up,  and  that  the  t^egrams  have  been 
laid  upon  the  table.  The  honorable  member  for 
the  Thames  (Mr  Sheehan)  says  that  if  it  is  shown 
that  these  telegrams  are  properly  laid  on  the 
table  he  wUl  move  that  they  be  printed.  I  hope 
they  will  be  printed.  Let  the  public  see  that 
Ministers  really  did  use  their  influence  to  affect 
the  elections,  to  deprive  the  people  of  the  right 
of  free  choice  of  candidates.  Let  the  public  see 
what  harm  it  would  do.  A  few  years  ago  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Tliames  (Sir  G.  Grey) 
was  in  the  habit  of  asserting  the  theory  that  there 
was  nothing  the  public  should  not  know — thctt 
the  very  proceedings  in  Cabinet  Council  should 
be  published  in  the  daily  papers ;  and  now  he 
comes  and  tells  us  it  would  be  a  shameful  law 
that  telegrams  should  be  laid  on  tlie  table  by  the 
consent  and  order  of  this  House.  What  a  change 
in  his  opinions !  The  honorable  gentleman  most 
know  very  well  that,  if  the  telegrams  were,  sm 
they  are  alleged  to  be,  and  I  believe  they  were» 
all  public  telegrams,  paid  for  by  the  public, 
then  this  House  is  perfectly  entitled  to  see 
them,  and  the  public  at  large  have  a  right  to 
know  what  their  contents  are.  The  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames  (Mr.  Sheehan)  has  en- 
deavoured— I  must  say,  very  unfairly — to  put  the 
Ministers  in  a  false  position  by  adopting  the  Old 
Bailey  style  of  cross-examination,  which  is  no 
model  for  him  to  follow.  He  attempted  to  drag 
answers  out  of  Ministers  in  the  course  of  his  own 
speech.  The  honorable  gentleman  must  see  it 
was  not  fair,  or  orderly,  or  regular  in  debate. 
'And  he  then  made  a  strong  point  of  the  law 
that  these  telegrams  could  not  be  given  up  to  the 
GK)rei*nment.  Now,  if  I  mistake  not,  the  sender 
of  every  telegram  has  a  right  to  a  copy  of  that 
telegram  at  any  time.  He  can  at  any  time  go  and 
see  what  he  sent. 

Hon.  Membebs. — The  sender. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— In  this  case  the  Govern- 
ment was  the  sender;  and  I  don't  care  whether  it 
was  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames  (Mr. 
Sheehan),  the  honorable  member  for  Port  Chal- 
mers, or  any  other  member  of  the  Ministry,  it  was 
the  Government  who  sent  the  telegram. 

Hon.  Mbhbbbs.— No,  no. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.  — Not  a  telegram  with 
''G.T."  at  the  head  of  it?     Distinctly  it  is. 
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The  Goyemment  hare  a  right  io  tee  what  they 
sent,  and  to  get  a  copj  of  it.  As  to  telegrams 
receiyed  from  other  persons  by  the  Gbvern- 
ment,  I  think  thej  ought  to  be  seen  also.  Why 
should  gentlemen  send  telegrams  on  public  ser- 
Tice  interfering  with  the  elections — perhaps  doing 
a  great  injury  to  the  candidates  and  the  commu- 
nity at  large  ?— why  should  they  be  allowed  to 
do  that  at  the  public  expense,  and  Parliament  be 
denied  the  right  of  seeing  the  telegrams?  The 
thing  is  nonsense.  The  honorable  member  for 
Waitaki,  in  one  of  his  peculiar  speeches,  took  a 
Tery  high  moral  tone.  It  is  the  first  time  he 
has  done  so,  and  it  certainly  does  not  become 
him.  He  endeavoured  to  show  that  the  pro- 
duction of  these  telegrams  would  lower  the 
character  of  this  House.  It  is  not  that,  but  it 
is  doing  the  thing  that  is  exposed  by  these  tele- 
grams which  will  lower  this  House,  and,  if  any- 
thing could  add  to  the  reason  for  the  production 
of  these  telegrams,  it  was  the  temper  in  which  their 
production  was  received  by  the  gentlemen  impli- 
cated. If  they  had  said  nothing,  the  thing  would 
have  been  forgotten  in  two  or  three  days ;  there 
would  have  been  absolutely  an  end  of  the  matter ; 
nobody  would  have  thought  there  was  anything 
particularly  wrong  or  bad  about  it.  Those  whose 
elections  had  been  interfered  with  would  feel  that 
they  had  a  narrow  escape,  and  that  kind  of  thing ; 
but  nobody  would  have  thought  anything  of  it. 
But  what  do  we  find  ?  That  no  sooner  are  these 
telegrams  laid  on  the  table  and  it  gets  abroad 
that  there  is  this  telegram  from  the  honorable 
member  for  Port  Chalmers  tiddly  winking  the  poll- 
ing-places, or  another  from  the  honorable  member 
for  the  Thames  (Mr.  Sheehan)  trying  to  get  pres- 
sure put  on  the  public  Press  to  influence  the 
elections — no  sooner  does  this  get  out,  than  they 
demand  a  Committee  of  privilege  to  know  whether 
the  law  has  been  broken  by  laying  these  telegrams 
on  the  table ;  and  when  they  find  the  bundle  of 
telegrams  in  your  possession,  Sir,  two  or  three 
members  on  the  Opposition  side  are  up  at  once 
on  points  of  order,  and  you  had  to  give  your 
ruling  three  or  four  times  before  they  could  be 
got  to  resume  their  seats.  One  would  suppose 
that  two  or  three  Ministries  were  going  to  be 
turned  out  at  once,  or  that  some  financial  crisis 
was  taking  place.  It  is  simply  that  a  bundle 
of  telegrams  have  been  laid  on  the  table  showing 
that  Ministers  interfered  with  the  elections,  as 
everybody  supposed.  I  never  had  the  slightest 
douDt  that  they  did  interfere  with  elections  which 
they  could  influence  in  any  way.  Sir,  the  honor- 
able member  for  the  Thames  (Mr.  Sheehan)  has 
taken  the  line  that  he  always  takes  :  it  is  a 
characteristic  of  his.  Whenever  any  indication 
of  any  wrong  act  on  his  part  is  made,  he  does  not 
deny  it,  but  says,  "  Oh !  my  predecessors  were 
quite  as  bad,  and  so  were  their  predecessors." 
He  does  not  discuss  the  point  whetner  it  is  right 
or  wrong ;  it  is  simply  a  question  whether  his 

Eredecessors  did  not  do  the  same  thing.  When 
e  was  addressing  a  public  meeting,  or  after  a 
banquet,  I  think,  he  summed  up  the  position  of 
the  Ministry  by  saying,  "  We  are  as  bad  as  our 
predecessors ;  give  us  seven  years."  That  is  what 
no  generally  says :  no  matter  whether  it  is  right  or 
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wrong — if  his  predecessor  did  it,  it  is  justifiable. 
I  do  not  say  that  all  previous  Ministries  have 
abstained  from  interfering  in  elections.  It  has 
been  my  privilege  to  be  behind  the  scenes,  and  I 
should  certainly  not  like  to  make  an  affidavit  to 
that  efl*ect.  But  I  must  say  that,  those  gentle- 
men having  done  what  probably  other  Ministries 
have  done,  more  or  less— although  I  do  not  think 
that  any  Ministry  has  ever  shown  the  amount  of 
enterprise  in  this  way  which  those  honorable 
gentlemen  have  shown — it  would  have  been  much 
more  becoming  on  their  part  if  they  had  just  let 
the  telegrams  take  their  place  on  the  table  and 
said  no  more  about  them.  I  should  never  have 
blamed  the  late  Ministers  rery  much  for  what 
they  did.  I  should  roost  likely  have  had  a 
good  laugh  at  them,  as  I  hope  I  shall  have 
an  opportunity  of  doing  when  I  see  those  tele- 
grams. I  certainly  think  I  shall  be  able  to 
have  a  laugh  at  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames  (Mr.  Sheehan),  and  shall  probably  learn 
a  lesson  from  him  which  may  be  useful  to  me 
in  future  elections.  But  as  to  blaming  them 
very  severely,  or  thinking  the  tone  of  this  House 
has  been  lowered  because  that  which  was  pretty 
well  known  before  is  now  ascertained  for  certain, 
it  is  all  nonsense.  I  am  sorry  so  much  feeling  has 
been  shown  in  the  matter ;  and,  as  for  the  Com- 
mittee, I  say,  By  all  means  let  us  have  it.  Let  us 
see  what  all  this  is  about.  I  do  not  want  any- 
thing hidden.  I  do  not  know  what  the  feeling 
of  the  Ministry  may  be ;  but,  if  they  are  opposed 
to  the  appointment  of  the  Committee,  I  will  not 
back  them  up.  I  should  like  to  have  the  Com- 
mittee appointed,  in  the  first  instance,  to  make  it 
certain  that  these  are  public  telegrams,  and  to 
make  it  all  straight  and  proper  as  far  as  the  Go- 
vernment are  concerned  in  producing  them  j  and, 
in  the  second  place,  to  find  out  whether  there  are 
any  more  of  these  telegrams.  While  we  are 
about  it,  let  us  have  the  whole  thing  complete,  so 
that  we  may  see  how  elections  are  worked.  Why, 
it  will  be  a  capital  lesson  for  Ministers  themselves, 
and  teach  them  how,  in  future,  to  work  elections 
without  their  action  coming  under  the  notice  of 
Parliament.  As  for  making  a  great  fuss  over 
the  thing,  and  saying  the  late  Ministry  have  done 
something  shocking,  I  have  never  heard  that 
attributed  to  them.  All  we  have  said  is,  that  Ui« 
elections  have  been  influenced,  and  when  we 
came  up  fresh  from  those  elections  we  felt,  per- 
haps, a  little  strongly  on  the  subject ;  but  I  do  not 
think  it  will  be  shown  that  any  very  grave  poli- 
tical crime  was  cotnmitted,  or,  on  the  other 
hand,  that  in  ordering  the  production  of  thes^ 
telegranu  the  Govemmeit  did  anything  more 
than  they  were  justified  in  doing.  I  shall 
therefore  support  the  appointment  of  a  Commit- 
tee. But  I  say.  Let  us  have  a  fair  Committee 
—  no  dodgery  ;  no  party  Committee.  Do  not 
let  US  have  what  we  have  seen  in  much  grayer 
matters — wrangling  in  this  House,  and  Commit- 
tees appointed  to  bring  up  a  report  in  a  parti- 
cular direction.  Let  us  have  a  straight  and  fair 
Committee,  and  I  shall  support  it  at  once.  I  vfish 
to  make  one  remark  on  what  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Stewart) 
said.    He  told  us  he  was  going  to  speak  on  this 
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subject  entirely  apart  from  all  party  feeling.  All 
I  can  saj  is,  if  Lis  speech  was  not  inspired  bj 
party  feeling,  I  hope  I  shall  never  hear  a  party 
speech  from  him.  I  bare  tried  to  address  myself 
to  the  subject  without  party  feeling.  It  is  not  a 
party  question.  It  is  merely  a  question  of  fair- 
play  to  both  sides  in  a  matter  on  which  each  side 
entertains  strong  feelings.  I  hope  we  shall  have 
the  Committee. 

Mr.  MOSS. — I  was  one  of  the  four  who  rose  to 
a  point  of  order,  and  I  now  ask  the  indulgence  of 
the  House  while  I  say  a  few  words  in  explanation 
of  why  I  rose.  It  was  simply  this :  I  was  anxious 
to  know  what  was  in  those  teleerams,  in  order  to 
defend  the  late  Government  as  rar  as  I  could.  It 
was  through  no  prurient  curiosity  that  I  wanted 
to  see  them ;  but  I  was  deprived  of  the  oppor- 
tunity, while  the  honorable  member  for  Waikou- 
aiti  and  the  honorable  member  for  Napier  were 
literally  gloating  over  them,  and  picking  out 
everything  that  could  possibly  prejudice  the  late 
Ministry.  Certainly  the  honorable  member  for 
Waikouaiti  only  told  half  the  fact  when  he  said 
he  had  only  got  half  through  them,  for  he  had 
then  got  to  the  end. 

Mr.  MoLEAN.  —  In  personal  explanation,  I 
may  say  that  the  honorable  member  for  Napier 
was  half-way  through  them  when  I  first  saw 
them,  and  I  never  saw  the  beginning  at  all. 

Mr.  MOSS.  —  At  all  events,  the  honorable 
gentleman  saw  the  last  part.  But  I  felt  I  was 
not  in  a  fair  position,  as  I  desired  to  defend  the 
late  Government.  That  was  the  reason  why  I  am 
afraid  I  showed  a  little  pertinacity  in  disputing 
jour  ruling.  Sir,  for  which  I  now  beg  to  express 
my  regret.  As  to  the  circumstances  themselves, 
it  is  not  necessary  to  say  much.  The  part  of  the 
speech  of  the  honorable  member  for  Geraldine  to 
which  we  must  all  have  listened  with  the  greatest 
pleasure  was  that  in  which  he  told  us  he  was  going 
to  sit  down ;  for  here,  on  a  private  members' 
night,  he  stood  up  for  a  whole  hour  darkening  the 
entire  question  by  a  multiplicity  of  words.  Docs 
any  honorable  gentleman  know  what  the  honor- 
able member  was  talking  about  ?  Did  he  not  do 
all  in  his  power  to  draw  us  away  from  the  real 
point  before  us?  But  to  that  point  I  wish  to 
bring  the  House  back.  I  want  to  know  whether 
or  not  those  returns  contain  also  the  instructions 
from  Ministei-s  to  the  chief  of  the  Telegraph  De- 
partment to  search  for  these  telegrams.  I  do  not 
suppose  Ministers  would  themselves  prowl  about 
the  Telegraph  Office  searching  for  them,  and,  if 
they  did  not  prowl  about  hunting  over  all  the 
private  and  public  teleerams,  I  want  to  see  the 
instructions  tliey  gave  the  officers  of  the  depart- 
ment in  order  to  get  these  telegrams.  Those  in- 
structions ought  to  be  produced  and  laid  on  the 
table.  That  is  a  matter  the  Committee  will,  I 
hope,  inquire  into.  Again,  I  would  point  out 
that  the  honorable  member  for  Waitaki  (Mr. 
Hislop)  did  not  say  the  production  of  these  tele- 
grams would  lower  the  tone  of  the  House,  but 
Uiat  the  manner  in  which  they  were  produced 
would  lower  its  tone.  He  said  the  secrecy  of 
the  Telegraph  Department  was  broken  without 
law,  and,  as  I  also  believe,  against  the  law :  and 
Mr.  Wak^ld 


the  obstinate  silence  of  the  Government  on  this 
point  shows  they  had  not  the  law  with  them. 

Mr.  HALL.— No. 

Mr.  MOSS.— Then,  if  they  have  the  law  with 
them,  let  them  show  it  to  us  and  not  keep  as  in 
the  dark.  I  believe  myself  there  is  no  law  which 
justifies  the  Government  in  searching  for  telegrams 
and  bringing  them  out  in  this  way.  The  ques- 
tion of  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  needs  no 
discussion,  it  is  so  manifestly  fair  that  one  should 
be  appointed,  and  that  the  whole  thing  should  be 
inquired  into,  in  justice  to  those  honorable  gentle- 
men whose  characters  are  impugned. 

Major  ATKINSON.  —  With  an  amendment 
which  I  propose  to  move  to  the  motion  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers,  the  GK>- 
vernment  are  prepared  to  accede  to  tlie  appoint- 
ment of  a  Committee.  They  think  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Committee  is  very  desirable  under  the 
circumstances,  though  they  deny  that  any  blame 
attaches  to  themselves  or  to  the  officers  of  the 
department  in  this  matter.  I  must  confess  I  felt 
considerable  regret  that  the  honorable  member 
for  the  Thames  (Mr.  Sheehan)  should  hare 
thought  proper  to  speak  in  the  way  he  did  of 
the  permanent  officers  of  the  Telegraph  Depart- 
ment. I  am  always  very  sorry  when  I  hear  anj 
member  of  the  House  speak  in  that  way  of  the 
permanent  officers  of  the  Government.  We,  Sir, 
are  the  responsible  officers.  My  honorable  fiiend 
the  Commissioner  of  Telegraphs  is  actually  re- 

rnsible  to  this  House,  and  is  prepared  to  take 
responsibility  in  such  matters  as  this ;  and 
the  House  should  visit  its  displeasure  upon  hie 
head,  and  not  upon  the  officers  of  the  department, 
who  cannot  speak  for  themselves,  if  it  is  shown 
that  anything  wrong  has  been  done.  In  this  case 
the  officers  of  the  department  only  did  their  duty : 
they  produced  such  telegrams  as  my  honoraUe 
friend  ordered.  I  am  not  going  into  the  question 
of  whether  we  should  have  produced  these  tele- 
grams, because  the  Committee  will  decide  upon 
that ;  but  I  take  it  that,  if  there  is  any  question 
at  all  whether  the  members  of  the  6k)vemment 
may  use  the  telegraph  for  private  purposes,  and 
at  the  public  expense,  and  then,  oy  neglecting 
to  leave  copies  amongst  the  records,  preclude 
their  successors  from  knowing  what  has  been 
done,  the  law  must  immediately  be  altered.  I 
hold  that  it  is  in  the  power  of  this  House  to 
order  any  public  document  which  has  cost  public 
money  to  be  produced  ;  and  the  argument  of  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames  that,  because 
the  Government  do  not  think  it  advisable  to  pro- 
duce certain  documents,  therefore  this  House  has 
no  right  to  have  them,  is  no  argument  worth  a 
moment's  consideration.  When  there  are  docu- 
ments which  the  Government  do  not  think  it  ia 
for  the  public  interest  to  produce,  such  as  tele- 
grams relating  to  loan  negotiations  and  such 
matters,  it  is  not  the  Government  who  resist  their 
production,  but  the  House  itself,  under  the  advice 
of  its  leaders.  The  House  does  not  give  up  its 
right  to  have  the  papers ;  but  it  denies  the  ad- 
visability of  producing  them.  There  can  be  no 
question,  in  my  mind,  that  all  telegrams  sent  at 
the  public  cost  are  open  to  the  inspection  of  suc- 
ceeding Governments,  and,  being  open  to  the  in- 
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speotion  of  a  Bucceeding  Government,  that  Qto- 
Ternment  can,  at  its  own  discretion,  lay  tliem  on 
the  table  of  the  House.  I  shall  move  amend- 
ments to  the  motion  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Port  Chalmers  so  that  it  shall  read  thus :  "  That 
the  papers  presented  to  this  House  to-daj,  alleged 
to  be  copies  of  certain  telegrams  concerning  the 
lato  elections,  be  referred  to  a  Committee  to  re- 
port to  this  Hou^e  whether  or  not  the  production 
of  such  papers  is  contrary  to  law,  and  to  ascertain 
the  total  number  of  telegrams  on  electioneering 
matters  sent  or  received  by  the  late  Qovemment 
at  the  public  cost :  the  Committee  to  have  power 
to  call  for  persons  and  papers;  three  to  be  a 
quorum ;  and  to  repoi*t  in  t-en  days." 

Mr.  TOLE.— If  the  words  "be  withdrawn" 
are  struck  out  of  the  motion,  I  shall  feel  it  my 
duty  to  object,  because  a  number  of  telegrams 
have  been  laid  on  the  (able  which  are  of  a  pecu- 
liarly private  character,  and  they  should,  in  justice 
to  third  parties,  be  withdrawn.  Those  telegrams 
should  be  withdrawn  absolutely  from  the  table  of 
the  House.  In  the  enthusiasm  and  excitement 
of  election* time,  persons  outside  of  the  House 
have  possibly  made  statements  which  might 
prove  absolutely  ruinous  to  them  by  being  sub- 
jected to  pressure  by  persons  who  have  been 
returned  to  the  House  and  who  may  have  a 
political  bias  against  them.  Under  those  cir- 
cumstances, the  telegrams  I  refer  to  should  not 
be  under  the  inspection  of  every  member  of  the 
House.  As  pointed  out  by  ihe  honorable  member 
for  the  Thames  (Mr.  Sheohan),  we  have  not  been 
told  under  what  authority  of  law  these  telegrams 
have  been  published,  or  have  even  been  obtained. 
The  honorable  member  for  Egmont  says  the 
Commissioner  of  Telegraphs  is  responsible ;  but  I 
think  it  was  the  clear  duty  of  the  ofBcer  in  charge 
of  the  department  to  absolutely  decline  to  give 
any  information  or  to  divulge  any  of  these  secrets, 
except  by  order  of  a  Court  of  law  of  competent 
j  urisdiction.  Except  in  a  criminal  case,  there  does 
not  seem  to  be  any  means  by  which  this  informa- 
tion can  be  abstracted.  It  is  decidedly  wrong 
that  these  telegrams  should  be  allowed  to  lie  here 
at  all. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT.— I  have  gone  closely  through 
these  telegrams,  and  agree  with  the  honorable 
member  for  Eden  that  there  are  telegrams  there 
distinctly  private,  and  which  ought  not  to  be  put 
on  the  table  of  the  House  under  any  circum- 
stances. It  would  ba  decidedly  injurious  to  the 
private  business  of  some  persons  if  they  are  read ; 
and  they  should  be  withdrawn  absolutely,  and 
not  be  sent  to  the  Committee.  Oo  into  Ministers' 
telegrams  as  closely  as  possible,  and  I  think  the 
closer  you  go  into  them  the  better.  But,  at  the 
same  time,  there  are  telegrams  there  some  of 
which  are  stated  to  have  been  paid  for,  and  the 
question  which  is  being  discussed  is  whether  or 
not,  under  the  cover  of  replying  to  a  question, 
the  Ministry  should  be  in  a  position  to  place  on 
the  table  things  not  asked  for.  What  was  asked 
for  was  the  production  of  certain  telegrams  sent 
by  Ministers  in  connection  with  the  elections, 
and  what  are  produced  are  telegrams  sent  b^ 
Ministers,  and  additional  telegrams  sent  by  pri- 
vate persons.    It  will  be  absolutely  ruinous  to 


those  persons  if  some  of  those  telemms  are  pub- 
lished. I  understand  the  honoraUe  member  for 
Napier  (Mr.  Sutton)  has  made  copies  of  certain 
portions  of  the  telegrams.  If  these  documents  are 
withdrawn  for  a  time,  steps  should  be  taken  to  pre- 
vent publicity  being  given  to  them.  In  common 
honor,  that  should  be  done.  The  Government,  I 
think,  should  permit  the  absolute  withdrawal  of 
all  telegrams  sent  by  private  persons.  It  is  un- 
doubtedly clear  that,  by  a  subterfuge,  there  have 
been  placed  on  the  table  documents  which  would 
not  have  been  permitted  to  be  brought  before  the 
House  if  a  straight  vote  had  been  taken.  I  hope 
that,  whatever  our  party  feelings  may  be,  our 
sense  of  honor  will  never  let  us  drag  into  this 
House  documents  calculated  to  injure  private 
persons  outside  of  the  House.  Although  some 
honorable  gentlemen  seem  to  make  mirth  out 
of  these  telegrams,  there  are  some  things  there 
which  ought  not  to  produce  mirth  in  anybody 
of  right  mind  and  who  had  a  sense  of  what  was 
decent.  The  statement  made  by  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames  (Mr.  Sheehan)  amounts 
to  this :  that,  if  telegrams  have  been  sent,  and 
the  public  have  paid  for  them,  they  have  been 
sent  unknown  to  him.  The  Premier  made  a  state- 
ment with  regard  to  the  late  Premier  that  only 
one  telegram  had  been  sent  by  him,  which  showed 
the  great  care  exercised  by  the  late  Premier.  It 
did  credit  to  the  Premier  to  make  that  state- 
ment, but  still  it  was  a  statement  he  was  bound  to 
make.  I  have  myself  personal  knowledge  of  the 
fact  that  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames 
(Mr.  Sheehan)  wan  in  the  habit  of  receiving  his  , 
accounts  from  the  Telegraph  Office  and  paying  in 
lump  sums  for  those  private  telegrams.  If  tele- 
grams which  were  private  telegrams  have  been 
allowed  to  pass  as  Gk)vernment  telegrams,  the  de- 
partment alone  is  to  blame.  I  think  the  Premier 
might  accede  to  my  request,  and  withdraw  abso- 
lutely all  private  telegrams. 

Mr.  HALL. — The  honorable  gentleman  asks 
that  any  telegrams  which  have  not  been  sent 
at  the  public  expense,  but  which  have  been  sent 
to  Ministers  and  paid  for  by  the  senders,  should 
bo  withdrawn. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT.— No.  My  request  was  this  : 
That,  OS  a  direct  proposition  was  put  to  the  House 
asking  for  the  production  of  certain  documents, 
all  telegrams  not  in  response  to  that,  and  not 
Ministerial  telegrams,  should  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  HALL. — That  is  quite  a  different  thing. 
That  is  to  say,  that  private  individuals  who  sent 
telegrams  on  electioneering  matters  at  the  pub- 
lic cost — who  charged  their  cost  to  the  public — 
should  not  have  those  telegrams  made  public.  I 
cannot  consent  to  their  being  withdrawn  from  the 
investigation  of  the  Committee.  It  will  be  for 
the  Committee  to  indicate  what  should  be  done. 
It  has  been  asserted  that  several  of  these  tele- 
grams have  been  paid  for.  My  attention  has  been 
called  to  one  telegram  which  the  sender — a  mem- 
ber of  this  House — says  he  paid  for.  I  have  di- 
rected that  the  telegram  be  inspected,  and  I  find 
that,  as  received  here,  it  is  marked  "G.  T." — 
Government  telegram.  Pursuing  the  matter  fur- 
ther, it  is  found  that  it  was  addressed  to  the  Pre- 
mier at  Christchurch,  and  from  there  was  sent  on 
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to  Wellington  as  a  Go?emment  telegram.  On 
inquiry,  howeyer,  atCbristchurch,  it  seems  it  was 
sent  Ibitlier  from  Westport  as  an  ordinary  tele- 
gram. I  think  the  honorable  gentleman  is  en- 
titled to  liave  that  telegram  withdrawn  at  once. 
I  will  haTO  further  inquiry  made,  and,  if  any 
other  telegrams  sent  to  the  Government  are  in 
the  same  position,  they  ought  to  be  withdrawn  at 
once.  I  think  the  honorable  member  for  Eden 
will  admit  that  that  is  a  fair  proposal.  The  late 
Premier  stated  that  his  instructions  to  his  pri- 
vate secretary  were,  that  he  was  to  charge  all 
private  telegrams  to  his  private  account,  and 
that,  if  there  was  any  douot,  the  doubt  was  to 
be  given  against  him.  That  statement,  I  belicTC, 
is  absolutely  correct.  The  honorable  gentleman 
has  not  transgressed  knowingly ;  but  there  ap- 
pears to  be  this  telegram  not  paid  for.  I  utterly 
and  entirely  deny  that,  as  a  general  rule,  it  is  the 
duty  of  private  secretaries  to  decide  what  tele- 
grams are  to  be  paid  for  by  the  public  and  what 
are  to  be  paid  for  by  Ministers  themselves.  Such 
a  rule  is  quite  contrary  to  my  experience,  and  I 
have  had  considerable  experience  in  the  manage- 
ment of  public  affairs.  The  Minister  himself 
decides  whether  a  telegram  is  public  or  private. 
I  will  endeavour  not  to  raise  further  controversy, 
as  I  understand  the  mover  of  the  resolution  ac- 
cepts the  modification  suggested  by  the  Colonial 
Treasurer.  It  has  been  suggested  that  these 
papers  should  be  withdrawn ;  but,  in  that  case, 
they  could  not  go  to  a  Select  Committee.  I  must, 
before  I  sit  down,  refer  to  one  other  question — the 
legality  of  the  proceeding.  The  Colonial  Treasurer 
has  stated  quite  truly  that  I,  as  Acting  Com- 
missioner of  Telegraphs,  am  responsible  for  what 
has  been  done.  1  take  upon  my  shoulders  the 
entire  responsibility  of  the  proceedings.  It  is  not 
a  matter  for  which  the  officers  of  the  department 
are  in  any  way  responsible.  I  regret  extremely 
that  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames  (Mr. 
Sheehan)  attributed  blame  to  the  officers  of  the 
department.  I  was  not  in  the  House  at  the  time ; 
but  I  am  told  he  said  that  the  examination  of 
the  telegrams  was  a  labour  of  love  on  the  part  of 
the  officers  of  the  deportment.  I  feel  strongly 
that  that  was  a  most  improper  statement  to  make 
with  regard  to  officers  who  serve  under  me,  whom 
I  am  bound  to  protect  when  wrongly  accused,  and 
than  whom  no  more  honorable  or  high-minded 
men  can  be  found  in  the  public  service.  With 
regard  to  the  legolity  of  our  proceedings,  I  can 
only  say  that  the  Government  acted  under  advice. 
I  will  not  now  go  further  into  the  question,  as  it 
is  proposed  to  refer  it  to  a  Select  Committee.  I 
believe  the  Committee  will  find  that  the  Govcrn- 
nment  have  acted  in  strict  accordance  with  the 
law. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — I  wish  to  make  a  few  observa- 
tions in  answer  to  wliat  the  Premier  has  said. 
He  said  that,  if  a  telegram  sent  by  myself  when  I 
was  Prime  Minister  was  by  an  accident  not  paid 
for,  then  he  has  a  right  to  take  and  publish  that 
telegram  and  lay  it  before  the  House.  That  is 
what  he  has  done.  It  is  a  positive  fact ;  and  the 
telegram  is  on  the  table  now.  I  say  he  has  no 
right  whatever  to  do  that.  The  law  fixes  no 
punishment  of  that  kind  upon  me,  and  I  shall 
Mr.  Hall 


certainly  take  legal  advice  as  to  wlietber  I  cannot 

Erosecute  him.  I  feel  I  have  that  power.  The 
onorable  gentleman  may  laugh.  lie  laughs  at 
anything  that  is  good.  I  am  sorry  to  see  thst 
such  is  often  the  case.  I  say  I  have  been  badly 
treated,  and  he  may  laugh  at  a  dishonorable  act, 
which  I  feel  is  injurious  to  myself,  but  he  has  no 
right  to  do  it.  He  should  have  some  sense  of 
honor  in  his  mind 

Mr.  HALL.  —  I  have  quite  as  much  as  yea 
have. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — And  not  laugh  at  men  who 
conceive  they  have  suffered  a  great  wrong.  He 
has  no  right  to  do  anything  of  the  kind.  I  say 
the  Premier  had  no  business  to  take  a  private 
telegram  of  mine  because,  accidentally,  it  was  not 
paid  for.  His  duty  was  to  have  caused  me  to  be 
called  on  to  repay  the  amount.  Ho  had  no  busi- 
ness either  to  read  the  telegram  himself  or  to  lay 
it  upon  the  table  of  the  House.  To  do  either  of 
these  things  was  a  positively  di^honomble  act-,  for 
which  he  ought  to  be  asliamed. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.  — I  riso  to  a  point  of 
order.  Is  it  parliamentary  to  tell  a  member  of 
this  House  that  he  ha^  done  a  dishonorable  act? 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — The  honorable  member  pro- 
bably alludes  to  something  which  he  considers 
politically  dishonorable,  and  yet  does  not  impugn 
the  personal  honor  of  the  member  he  refers  to. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— I  am  stating  fact*,  and  I  have 
a  right  to  state  facts.  Further,  I  wish  to  say 
this :  that  it  has  been  said  to-night  that  I  have 
complained  wrongfully  of  a  speech  I  made  at 
Christchurch  having  been  quoted.  What  I  com- 
plained of  was,  that  an  addition  was  made  to 
that  speech  which  I  never  made  —  an  addition 
made  which  docs  not  appear  on  the  question  put 
in  the  House.  It  is  stated  that  I  had  said  some- 
thing which  I  had  never  said — namely,  that  the 
£100,000  would  be  immediately  paid.  That  is 
what  I  comphaned  of.  I  say  it  is  a  wrong  thing 
to  dive  into  a  private  telegram.  It  was  a  wrong 
thing  for  the  department  to  give  it  up,  and  no 
Minister  of  a  department  is  justified  in  exercising 
a  reign  of  terror.  I  am  confident  the  head  of 
the  department,  if  left  to  himself,  would  not  have 
done  anything  of  the  sort.  I  feel  that  he  has 
done  so  with  a  sense  of  shame  and  repugnance 
that  ho  was  asked  to  do  that  which  ought  not  to 
be  done.  Merely  because  a  telegram  has  not  been 
paid  for,  it  should  not  bo  treated  as  a  public  docu- 
ment and  published  to  the  world  ;  and  I  shall  see 
whether  a  Court  of  justice  will  give  me  redress 
or  not. 

Mr.  J.  T.  FISHER.— I  consider  that  the  legu- 
Intions  of  the  Telegraph  Department  have  been 
violated  by  the  production  of  these  telegrams. 
The  Government  should  have  looked  into  the 
matter  fully  before  laying  them  on  the  table  of 
the  House.  IL  was  all  very  well,  Sir,  to  say  that 
the  telegrams  were  in  your  possession;  but  they 
have  been  on  the  table,  and  have  been  read  by 
honorable  members.  In  my  own  case,  it  is  add- 
ing insult  to  injury.  My  telegram  was  sent  in 
answer  to  a  question  put  by  a  colleague.  My 
answer  to  the  question  put  by  my  colleague  was, 
that  I  should  be  back  at  a  given  time,  and  that 
the  election  was  to  come  oif  on  »  certain  day. 
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The  other  part  of  the  telegram  is  not  correctly 
copied.  It  18  put  there  that  "  Fanny  is  all  right. 
I  do  not  mind  a  little  fun,  but  I  have  a  respect 
for  the  few  remaining  grey  hairs  on  my  head ;  and 
the  honorable  member  ^rWaikouaiti  has  made 
it  public  by  referring  to  it  in  his  speech.  How 
am  I  to  explain  the  case  ?  It  is  no  use  saying  it 
is  a  clerical  error.  Ladies,  when  the  telegram  was 
sent,  had  not  the  adyantage  of  the  suffrage,  nnd  the 
honorable  gentleman  opposite,  who  is  so  strong 
an  adrocale  of  woman's  rights,  has  placed  me  in 
a  difficult  position.  The  telegram  ought,  at  all 
eyents,  to  be  a  correct  copy  of  the  original.  I 
told  some  honorable  members  that  I  did  not 
send  my  private  telegrams  without  paying  for 
them,  and  I  am  not  aware  now  that  i  bare  done 
so.  I  find  my  name  attached  to  a  telegram  with 
the  names  of  other  members  of  the  Ministry. 
I  am  quite  willing  to  take  any  blame  with  regard 
to  that  telegram,  although  I  did  not  send  it.  I 
was  not  aware  whether  it  had  been  paid  for  or 
not.  I  do  not  wish  to  prevaiicate  in  any  sense. 
The  other  telegram  was  one  which  it  would  take 
a  great  deal  of  twisting  to  make  a  political  tele- 
gram :  it  is  simply  an  answer  to  a  question  put 
to  me.  I  think  it  is  quite  necessary  that  the 
proposed  Committee  should  be  appointed,  and 
should  consider  whether  private  telegrams  should 
be  made  public.  If  my  honorable  friend  the 
member  for  the  Buller  sent  the  telegram  and 
paid  for  it,  it  ought  not  to  be  placed  on  the  table 
of  tl»e  House.  I  consider  it  to  bo  a  breach  of 
the  Telegraph  Act.  The  whole  matter  should  be 
looked  into.  I  merely  wished  to  make  the  explana- 
tion I  have  u].adc,  because  I  do  not  wi^h  to  be 
misunderstood  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.  — I  see  no  substantial 
diflerenee  between  the  amendment  and  the  mo- 
tion, and  therefoi'e  I  accept  the  amendment.  I 
understand  that  the  telegrams  will  be  absolutely 
withdrawn  from  this  House  and  referred  to  the 
Committee,  and  that  the  future  dealing  with 
them  will  be  determined  by  the  Committee.  I 
wish  to  say  that  in  bringing  forward  the  motion 
I  had  no  desire  to  withhold  any  information  from 
the  public.  With  one  exception,  I  never  saw 
these  telegrams  until  to-night,  and,  so  far  as  I 
am  concerned,  their  contents  might  bo  pro- 
claimed from  the  houso'tops.  I  am  glad  the 
honorable  member  for  Waikouaiti  was  only  able 
to  discover  one  telegram  with  my  name  attached 
which  had  not  been  paid  for.  It  was  a  joint 
telegram  signed  by  me  and  all  the  other  Minis- 
ter*, and  the  value  of  that  telegram  was  tenpence. 
How  it  happened  to  be  unpaid  I  cannot  tell.  If 
you  divide  tenpence  by  seven,  tliat  will  give  my 
share.  It  is  not  for  the  purpose  of  withholding 
information  that  I  have  moved  at  all  in  this 
matter:  it  is  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  to 
what  extent  the  Ministry  of  the  day  can  com- 
mand an  officer  of  tlje  Telegraph  Department  to 
produce  telegrams.  I  think  it  is  a  very  serious 
question,  and  I  hope  the  Committee  wiU  go  into 
it  with  that  gravity  and  impartiality  which  the 
subject  deserves. 

Mr.  MoLEAN. — As  the  honorable  member  for 
the  Thames  (Mr.  Sheehan)  has  referred  to  me,  1 
will  ask  the  Committee  to  rake  up  every  telegram 


that  I  sent  when  a  member  of  the  6k>yemment. 
I  give  the  statement  which  has  been  made  my 
most  positive  denial. 

Mr.  LUNDON. — I  can  say,  from  my  knowledge 
of  the  Telegraph  Department,  that  it  is  not  a 
secret  department.  As  this  Committee  is  likely 
to  be  appointed,  I  will  quote  a  case  to  show  this. 
Sir  Julius  Yogel  sent  a  telegram  to  me  as  captain 
of  the  Onehunga  Volunteers,  and  it  was  marked 
"  Privato  and  confidential."  That  telegram  was 
subsequently  produced  at  an  inquiry,  without  my 
consent  or  the  consent  of  Sir  Julius  Yogel.  The 
evidence  before  that  inquiry  was  taken  on  oath. 
There  are  other  cases  which  I  hope  will  go  before 
the  Committee.  The  honorable  member  for  Wai- 
kouaiti has  done  more  to  damage  the  late  Govern- 
ment than  all  the  members  of  this  House.  He 
has  gone  into  the  highways  and  byways,  nnd 
tried  to  run  down  the  late  Premier.  It  is  lime 
he  should  stop.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  bu&ir.ess 
of  private  members  on  the  Paper  to  be  gone 
through,  and  several  hours  have  been  wasted  over 
this  matter.  It  is  all  owing  to  the  Government 
being  anxious  to  throw  dirty  water  on  the  lato 
Government.  I  am  really  soriy  the  Government 
should  have  gone  into  this  question,  instead  of 
allowing  the  business  of  the  country  to  be  pro- 
ceeded with.  It  would  have  pleased  their  own 
supporters  to  have  gone  on  with  the  business.  If 
t!ie  Committee  go  into  the  inquiry  as  they  ought 
to  do,  I  have  not  tho  lca8t  doubt  they  will  find 
that  the  Telegraph  Department  is  not  a  secret 
department.  I  have  a  letter  in  my  pocket  from 
the  Chairman  of  a  County  Council,  stating  that 
ho  had  good  reason  tp  believe  that  what  happened 
in  a  particular  office  was  not  kept  secret.  I 
should  be  glad  to  produce  the  letter  before  the 
Committee. 

Mr.  GISBORNE.— I  do  not  wish  to  say  any- 
thing that  will  provoke  controversy.  I  have  no 
personal  interest  in  this  matter,  as  I  do  not  think 
my  name  appears  in  any  of  these  telegrams ;  but 
I  wish  to  say  that,  while  I  was  precluded  from 
seeing  these  papers,  I  did  not  think  it  was  proper 
that  other  honorablo  members  should  be  allowed, 
in  an  underhand  way,  to  give  garbled  utterance 
to  portions  of  these  telegrams,  when  the  question 
ftt  iesue  was  that  these  telegrams  included  private 
telegrams. 

Mr.  McLean. — These  were  all  public  tele- 
grams. 

Mr.  GISBORNE.  — It  is  found  that  one  of 
these  telegrams  was  paid  for  at  Westport  by 
an  honorablo  member  wl»o  sent  it,  and  that, 
without  his  consent  or  knowledge,  it  was  trans- 
mitted to  Christchurch  through  Wellington  at 
the  public  expense,  and  that  therefore  it  became 
a  public  telegram.  Under  no  circumstances  oould 
it  be  considered  a  public  telegram.  I  understand 
that,  when  these  telegrams  are  sent  to  the  Com- 
mittee, they  cannot  be  made  public  until  the 
Committee  has  reported  upon  them  and  advised 
their  publication. 

Mr.  J.  B.  FISHER.  — In  the  event  of  the 
amendment  being  carried,  the  whole  of  these 
telegrams  will,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  be 
withdrawn  from  the  House.  As  was  the  case 
with  regard  to  one  telegram  I  mentioned,  and 
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which  has  proved  to  be  a  private  telegram,  so  I 
think  it  will  turn  out  that  the  other  telegrams 
bearing  my  name  were  prepaid.  I  felt  great  diffi- 
dence, when  the  Premier  asked  me  to  point  out 
to  him  the  telegrams  which  I  considered  were 
priTate.  I  was  afraid  to  tax  my  memory,  and 
1  limited  my  assertion  to  one  telegram  as  having 
been  prepaid.  When  this  matter  comes  to  be 
investigated,  I  believe  it  will  turn  out  that  all  the 
telegrams  had  been  prepaid.  As  a  matter  of  jus- 
tice, private  telegrams  ought  to  be  respected.  It 
was  not  rieht  to  place  them  on  the  table  of  the 
House,  and  have  them  discussed  by  honorable 
members.  We  have  it  before  us  that  honorable 
members  have  been  extracting  items  from  private 
telegrams  and  circulating  them  all  over  the  colony. 
I  can  only  say,  with  reference  to  the  telegrams 
sent  by  me — any  of  those  which  are  private  tele- 
grams— that  I  shall  hold  any  person  publishing 
them  through  the  length  and  breadth  of  the 
colony  responsible  for  so  doing.  The  Legislature, 
by  the  Act  of  1875,  has  carefully  guarded  the 
Telegraph  Department  by  distinct  Statute,  and 
it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  a  very  great  pity,  and 
a  ffrievous  thing,  that  this  matter  has  come  up 
before  the  House  to-day.  Most  of  us  have  heard 
— I  know  that  I  have  heard  for  a  long  while 
—  breathings  of  suspicion  against  the  integrity 
of  the  Telegraph  Department  in  the  maintenance 
of  their  secrets.  It  is  not  in  one  place  or  in  two, 
but  I  have  heard  in  several  places  in  the  colony 
that  the  contents  of  private  telegrams  are  divulged 
and  made  public  property,  and  that  there  really 
is,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  no  dependence  to  be  placed 
upon  the  maintenance  of  secrets  in  that  depart- 
ment. It  has  come  out  to-day,  in  tliis  debate, 
that  one  telegram  sent  by  myself,  and  prepaid, 
has  been  brought  into  this  House  and  laid  upon 
the  table  without  my  consent,  and  without  the 
ordinary  requirements  of  the  law  being  complied 
with;  and  this  one  fact  is  conclusive  evidence 
against  the  department.  Tlic  Statute  of  1875 
provides  that  no  telegrams  shall  be  produced  or 
used  at  all,  even  upon  subpoena,  except  in  cases 
of  treason,  felony,  or  perjury,  or  by  the  consent 
of  the  sender  or  receiver.  Nobody  ever  asked 
my  consent  to  these  telegrams  being  used,  and  I 
am  sure  the  receiver's  consent  to  produce  them 
has  not  been  obtained.  There  is  no  charge  of 
treason,  or  of  felony,  or  of  penury  before  the 
House,  or  any  Court  of  law,  and  this  evidence  has 
not  been  obtained  before  a  Committee ;  ond  there- 
fore it  is  a  conclusive  fact  against  the  Telegraph 
Department  that  this  telegram  has  been  divulged, 
and  is  now  public  property,  whereas  it  was  pri- 
vate property,  and  should  hare  been  protected 
under  the  Act.  I  am  very  sorry,  on  public 
grounds,  that  this  circumstance  has  arisen,  be- 
cause I  am  afraid  it  will  shake  the  confidence  of 
the  public  in  the  department;  and  I  hope  the 
matter  will  be  thoroughly  sifted  and  investigated, 
and  that  the  Committee  will  be  very  careful,  in 
dealing  with  these  telegrams,  to  see  that  none  but 
those  which,  in  law  and  in  justice,  can  be  con- 
sidered as  Government  telegrams  shall  be  made 
public,  or  in  any  way  be  mixed  up  with  party 
struggles. 
Mr.  ROLLESTON.—I  should  not  have  risen 
Mr,  J,  B,  Fuher 


to  say  a  word  if  it  had  not  been  for  what  hat 
fallen  from  the  honorable  member.  My  colleague 
the  Premier  most  distinctly  stated  what  ia  the 
fact — that  the  Government  are  responsible  for 
the  publication  of  these  telegrams,  so  far  as  thej 
have  been  made  public  in  the  House  to-day — that 
they  were  obtained  from  the  department  by  di- 
rection of  tlie  Government,  who  are  alone  respon- 
sible. I  repeat  this,  because  of  what  has  fallen 
from  the  honorable  member,  and  because  I  do 
not  believe  for  one  moment  that  there  is  the 
slightest  ground  for  any  imputation  against  the 
Telegraph  Department.  I  believe  that  the  confi- 
dence of  the  country  in  the  Telegraph  Depart- 
ment is  very  complete. — (No.) — fl  it  is  not  so, 
and  any  individual  has  any  ground  to  suspect  the 
department,  there  is  a  proper  way  of  bringing 
that  up,  and  it  should  be  brought  up  ou  definite 
accusations  against  the  department,  and  should 
not  be  made  by  way  of  insiuuations.  It  b  the 
last  thing  that  any  honorable  member  should  do, 
to  throw  discredit  upon  a  department,  unless 
there  is  something  definite  brought  against  it, 
and  unless  he  is  prepared  to  bring  the  dmrge  and 
substantiate  it.  I  hope  that  this  Committee  will 
feel  it  its  duty  to  express  an  opinion,  as  the  pre- 
vious Committee  did  that  inquired  into  an  alleged 
publication  of  telegrams,  upon  the  conduct  of 
the  Telegraph  Department.  It  was  at  that  time 
stated,  by  way  of  insinuation,  that  there  was 
ground  for  mistrust  in  the  Telegraph  Depart- 
ment, which  was  entirely  and  absolutelv  absolved 
from  the  slightest  suspicion  or  blame  oi  any  kind. 
I  do  not  think  u)y6elf  that  there  is  a  department 
of  the  Government  more  honestly  and  more  con- 
scientiously administered  than  that  department 
is,  and  certainly  in  the  particular  matter  of  these 
telegrams  there  cannot  be  the  slightest  blame  at- 
tach in  ^  to  the  department. 

Mr.  HI8L0P. — There  is  only  one  way  of  pre- 
venting the  department  from  coming  under  sus- 
picion, and  that  is  for  the  Ministiy  to  be  candid 
with  the  House  as  to  how  they  obtained  these 
telegrams.  If  the  Ministry  will  only  state  to  the 
House  how  they  got  this  telegram  sent  by  the 
honorable  member  for  BuUer 

Mr.  HALL.— llie  House  has  been  told. 

Mr.  HISLOP.  —  I  have  not  heard  any  distinct 
explanation  yet.  If  the  Ministry  have  received 
these  telegrams  from  the  department,  then  deariy 
the  department  have  been  guilty  of  an  offence 
under  the  Act  of  1875 ;  and,  if  the  Ministi7  have 
taken  adranlage  of  the  department  having  done 
that,  then  they  are  parties  to  the  offence.  I  can 
only  say  that,  if  the  Ministry  are  to  take  advan- 
tage of  their  position  to  cause  the  department  to 
sive  up  copies  of  telegrams  such  as  those  which 
have  been  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House,  the 
secrecy  of  the  department  will  cease,  and  the  con- 
fidence of  the  public  in  it  will  also  cease. 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  motion  as  amended 
agreed  to. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  MACANDRBW.  it  was 
ordered.  That  the  Committee  be  composed  aa 
follows  :  Mr.  Montgomery,  Mr.  Saunders,  Mr. 
Tumbull,  Mr.  Wakefield,  Mr.  Gisborne,  Mr.  Pitt, 
Mr.  Bowen,  and  the  mover. 
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ELECTIVE  COCNCIL  BILL. 
Sir  Q-.  GREY. — Sir,  I  moTe  the  second  read- 
ing of  a  Bill  entitled  "An  Act  to  establish  an 
Electiye  Legislatiye  Council  in  New  Zealand."  In 
bringing  forward  a  matter  of  sach  importance, 
it  is  well  that  I  should  allude  to  a  few  general 
principles.  The  first  question  that  we  haye  to 
deal  with  in  connection  with  this  subject  is  the 
consideration  of  the  powers  giyen  to  the  Legis- 
latiye Council.  Those  powers  are,  briefly  stated, 
the  power  of  legislating  for  the  people  of  this 
country.  They  are  powers  which,  I  may  say,  are 
almost  Diyine,  for  they  enable  those  who  wield 
them  to  dictate  to  their  fellow-men  whether  they 
are  to  liye  or  not,  how  they  are  to  act  if  they  do 
liye,  and  in  what  manner  they  are  to  liye  or  to 
haye  their  being  in  this  world.  It  is  undoubted. 
Sir,  that  that  is  the  meaning  of  those  powers,  for 
those  who  legislate  make  laws  by  which  people  are 
put  to  death  at  their  pleasure  K>r  anything  which 
they  may  choose  to  make  a  capital  offence.  They 
dictate  to  their  fellow-men  exactly  what  they  are 
to  do  in  this  life,  and  to  a  great  degree  they  pre- 
scribe to  them  the  position  they  are  to  occupy  in 
the  world — that  is  to  say,  whether  they  are  to 
be  poor  or  rich,  may  be  holders  of  property  or 
are  not  to  be  allowed  to  acquire  property,  in  the 
land  in  which  they  are  born.  Well,  Sir,  seeing 
the  nature  of  those  great  powers,  I  think  it  is 
eyident  that  those  persons  who  are  to  be  sub- 
jected to  a  rule  of  that  kind  should  haye  some  in- 
fluence in  choosing  the  persons  who  are  to  impose 
laws  of  such  momentous  importance  upon  them. 
Then,  if  we  consider  further,  we  shall  find  this 
remarkable  fact :  that  when  these  settlements 
were  established  in  New  Zealand  there  was 
really  nothing  to  conserye — there  was  no  necessity 
for  the  existence  of  a  Conseryative  party  at  all. 
What  we  had  to  do  upon  coming  into  this  coun- 
try was  to  determine  what  was  the  best  for  our- 
selves. We  had  to  resolve  under  what  form  of 
goyemment  wo  ought  to  liye,  and  what  laws  we 
ought  to  pass  for  our  own  welfare — what  laws 
were  suited  to  the  circumstances  of  this  country, 
and  of  those  who  would  dwell  in  it.  We  were 
not  at  all  in  the  position  of  the  great  Conseryatiye 
party  at  Home.  That  party  hskie  something  to 
conserye.  They  haye  an  hereditary  monarchy  in 
their  midst.  They  haye  an  hereditary  Upper 
House.  There  is  an  Established  Church.  There 
are  certain  laws  relative  to  lands,  under  which 
enormous  properties  are  held  by  a  few  indivi- 
duals, whilst  the  mass  of  the  people  are  yir* 
tually  precluded  from  owning  land.  Therefore 
there  was  a  necessity  for  a  great  Conservative 
party  in  that  country.  Nothing  of  the  kind  then 
existed  in  New  Zealand.  If  we  look  one  degree 
further  we  shall  find  this,  and  it  is  a  very  re- 
markable fact :  that  what  the  Conservative  party 
invariably  do  is  to  struggle  for  their  own  rights 
— for  their  own  selfish  ends — not  for  great  prin- 
ciples. The  party  who  are  opposed  to  them — the 
Liberal  party — struggle  really  for  principles,  for 
changes.  The  partj  called  the  Conservative  party 
fiffht  for  what  they  conceiye  is  for  their  own 
advantage;  and  we  must  remember  that,  with 
this  object  in  yiew,  they  make  laws  upon  many 
•ubjects  which  only  indirectly  bear  upon  the  points 


for  which  they  are  contending.  To  protect  pro- 
perty, they  may  enact  laws  of  extraordinary 
cruelty.  I  believe  it  will  be  generally  admitted 
that  that  was  the  case  in  England  until  a  yery 
recent  time.  Those  who  were  struggling  to  pre- 
serve the  possessions  they  had,  thought  the  best 
way  to  preserve  them  was  to  make  certain  offences 
punishable  by  death,  until  there  were  upwards 
of  one  hundred  crimes,  many  of  them  of  the  most 
trivial  nature,  for  which  the  punishment  of  death 
might  be  inflicted.  In  the  same  way  they  pre- 
served the  Established  Church,  which  they  thought 
necessary  for  the  protection  of  property ;  and  for 
years  they  prevented  the  mass  of  the  nation  from 
being  educated,  lest  knowledge  might  make  them 
discontented  with  their  lot ;  and  thus  maintained 
slayery.  In  past  times  laws  of  atrocious  cruelty 
were  passed.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the 
Conseryatiye  party  in  any  country  necessarily, 
from  the  great  interests  they  had  at  stake,  con- 
served what  they  considered  for  their  own  in- 
terests, and  neglected  what  may  be  called  the 
great  principles  upon  which  the  prosperity  and 
happiness  of  man  depend.  They  carea  little  for 
principles  of  that  kind,  compared  with  the  pro- 
tection of  the  rights  and  advantages  whicU  they 
enjoyed  above  the  rest  of  their  fellow-men.  At 
last,  in  New  Zealand,  a  time  did  arrive  in  which 
there  was  something  to  conserve.  When  the  Con- 
stitution came  into  force  in  this  country  there  was 
that  Constitution  to  conserve,  and  the  principle 
of  federation  which  was  developed  in  it,  the  right 
of  a  single  Chamber,  of  electing  our  own  lieuten- 
ant-goyernors,  and  of  not  sending  our  laws  Home 
for  confirmation.  The  proposal  made  at  that  time 
was,  that  the  Legislative  Council  should  be  elected 
by  the  Provincial  Councils,  so  that  they  might 
specially  protect  that  portion  of  the  Constitution 
which  declared  that  there  should  be  a  set  of 
federated  States  in  New  Zealand,  with  the  power 
of  spreading  that  system  of  federation  through- 
out the  Pacific.  But  that  did  not  please  certain 
persons  at  Home.  I  am  justified  in  saying,  with- 
out speaking  harshly,  that  the  principle  in  our 
Constitution  which  gave  us  a  nominated  Council 
in  this  colony  was  enacted  by  those  who  were 
hostile  to  our  institutions.  It  was  enacted  by 
those  persons  in  England  who,  pofsessing  great 
privileges,  great  properties,  great  hereditary  rights, 
desired  that  the  system  under  which  they  had 
obtained  and  maintained  such  great  advantages 
should  be  established  throughout  the  whole  Em- 
pire. Therefore  I  am  justified  in  saying  that 
those  who  were  hostile  to  us  actually  forced  the 
present  Legislative  Council  upon  us.  Now,  Sir, 
there  is  one  other  thing  worthy  of  consideration, 
which  is,  that  in  the  beginning  of  the  Colony  of 
New  Zealand  the  land  question  did  not  occupy 
the  important  position  which  it  subsequently 
assumed.  The  extent  of  land  owned  by  Euro- 
peans was  very  small.  The  great  mass  of  the 
country  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Native  inhabi- 
tants, and,  I  must  say  it  to  their  credit,  to  their 
honor — I  can  hardly  find  words  to  express  my 
opinion  of  the  generosity  with  which  they  acted 
— they  relinquiSied  large  tracts  of  land  in  the 
Middle  Island  for  almost  no  payment  at  all,  it 
was  so  inconsiderable;   and  they  did  that  de- 
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Bignedlj,  beliermg  that  by  gixing  so  mucli  tip 
to  U8  we  should  carefully  protect  them  in  the 
possession  of  the  rest  which  they  occupied  for 
themselTes.  I  have  thus  traced  out  the  way  in 
which  the  nominated  Council  was  imposed  upon 
this  colony,  and  I  think  honorable  gentlemen  will 
see  that  the  moment  that  nominated  Council  was 
imposed  upon  the  colony  the  Conservatire  feeling 
was  called  into  action.  A  body  was  created  in 
this  country  in  no  way  dependent  npon  their 
fellow-colonists,  in  no  way  responsible  to  any  one 
in  the  country  or  to  any  one  outside  the  country, 
a  body  possessinfj;  the  rights  and  priTileges  of  Die 
transcendent  kind  to  which  I  have  alluded — that 
is,  to  dictate  to  their  fellow-countrymen,  so  long 
as  each  member  of  the  Legislative  Council  lived, 
the  exact  nature  of  the  laws  under  which  all 
should  liye.  They  had  the  power  to  interfere 
with  eyery  law  that  was  made,  to  alter  it,  to 
reject  it,  to  send  it  back  to  us  after  we  had  sent 
it  up  to  them,  or  to  change  it  in  such  a  way  that 
it  might  be  altogether  repugnant  to  our  feelings ; 
and,  if  a  law  on  the  subject  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary, we  were  forced  to  take  it  as  they  altered  it. 
Not  only  was  that  the  case,  but  the  rule  was  laid 
down— a  rule  to  which  it  was  supposed  we  ought 
to  adhere — that  property  was  to  be  represented 
in  that  Chamber.  Well,  the  meaning  of  that  was, 
that  you  gave  them  exactly  what  was  given  to  the 
Upper  House  of  England,  the  means  of  establish- 
ing and  perpetuating  a  system  by  which  classes 
were  to  be  created  and  unfair  advantages  were 
to  be  secured  and  perpetuated  for  the  l^nefit  of 
those  who  might  acquire  property  within  the 
limits  of  New  Zealand.  You  at  once  created  a 
boJy  which,  from  its  very  nature,  must  have  been 
Conservative  in  that  bad  sense  which  I  have 
pointed  out ;  that  is,  it  must  haye  become  Con- 
servative for  its  own  selfish  ends,  in  order  to 
preserve  the  rights  and  privileges  which  the 
Constitution  Act  had  bestowed  upon  it.  I  be- 
lieye  the  creation  of  that  Chamber  was  one  of 
the  greatest  misfortunes  which  were  ever  inflicted 
.upon  New  Zealand.  It  was  a  very  great  mis- 
fortune indeed.  It  may  be  asked,  What  is  the 
be*t  way  of  remedying  that  misfortune  P  Well, 
any  man  who  proposes  to  remedy  it  must  be 
bound,  to  a  great  extent,  by  public  opinion.  He 
can  only  propose  a  remedy  which  he  thinks  it 

rssible  may  be  adopted  by  the  country.  Could 
with  any  chance  of  carrying  it,  propose  the 
remedy  which  I  believe  to  be  best,  I  would  say 
that  the  very  best  form  of  government,  in  our 
present  financial  position — our  position  with  re- 
gard to  the  Native  race,  our  position  with  regard 
to  the  great  debt  which  weighs  us  down — would 
be  this :  to  have  but  one  Chamber  wholly  repre- 
sentatiye,  as  the  Provincial  Councils  were,  forming 
the  Parliament  *of  New  Zealand.  I  would  have 
one  great  Chamber  composed  of  at  least  a  hun- 
dred members.  A  Chamber  of  that  kind  would 
secure  an  independence  for  the  Government  such 
as  it  cannot  now  enjoy.  Honorable  gentlemen  are 
not  aware,  generally,  of  the  trammels  imposed 
upon  the  Government  by  those  gentlemen  in  this 
House  who  either  themselves  have  l^rge  claims — 
generally  unjust  claims — against  the  Goyemment 
and  pertonaUy  push  them  forward  for  public  land, 
Sir  &,  Grey 


or  who  are  endeavouring  to  get  the  Q^yernment 
to  make  improper  concessions  by  which  they  would 
yield  Native  land  to  them,  which  Native  land 
ought  to  be  the  property  oif  the  public  at  large. 
Not  only  is  that  the  case :  there  are  agents 
of  such  persons  in  this  House  who  exercise  a 
powerful  influence  upon  the  Government,  and 
exercise  an  influence  in  this  House  which  is 
most  unfortunate  for  the  public  welfare,  and  for 
the  independence  of  the  GK>vemment ;  and  I  f«el 
that  so  strongly  that  it  is  my  intention,  upon 
the  motion  for  going  into  Committee  of  Supply, 
to  move  that  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to 
ascertain  the  number  of  persons  in  this  House  at 
the  present  time  who  have  claims  of  the  kind  of 
which  I  speak — who  haye  pushed  them  upon  the 
Government,  who  have  endeavoured  to  get  the 
Government  to  concede  some  advantage  to  them, 
or  who  are  agents  of  the  persons  of  whom  I  speak ; 
and  when  the  inquiry  has  been  made  by  that  Com- 
mittee, and  a  full  report  has  been  laid  before  the 
House,  the  House  and  the  country  will  be  made 
alive  to  the  great  difficulty  I  have  pointed  out. 
In  a  House  of  a  hundred  members  that  difficulty 
would  be  greatly  avoided.  I  believe  that  per- 
sons with  such  claims  are  more  dangerous  than 
contractors,  and  ought  to  be  equally  excluded 
from  the  House.  I  believe  that  when  gentlemen 
can  come  to  this, — that  they  can  write  private  and 
confidential  letters  to  the  Government  asking  for 
lands  which  are,  and  ought  to  be,  the  property 
of  the  public, — a  great  evil  lias  crept  in.  They 
haye  an  advantage  over  their  fellow-men  whicn 
ought  not  to  be  allowed,  because  no  ordinary 
man,  unless  he  had  some  influence  over  a  Minis- 
ter, would  dare  to  sit  down  and  write  a  priyate 
and  confidential  letter  asking  for  that  which 
ought  to  be  open  for  all  upon  equal  terms.  A 
Chamber  of  a  hundred  members  would  put  an 
end  to  a  system  of  this  kind.  It  would  put 
the  Government  into  a  position  of  independence 
which  it  has  never  yet  occupied,  and  would  give 
i  a  weight  to  this  Assembly  which  would  com- 
'  mand  attention  throughout  New  Zealand,  and 
would  insure  greater  public  confidence  in  its  acta 
than  has  hitherto  existed.  I  go  further.  I  would 
then  have  an  elective  Governor,  with  a  small 
salary  such  as  the  Superintendents  formerly  re- 
ceived, and  he,  t<>  a  great  extent,  would  fulfil  the 
functions  of  the  Upper  Chamber  in  regard  to  the 
great  Chamber  of  one  hundred  members.  A  Con- 
stitution of  that  kind  would  save  to  the  public  at 
the  present  time  some  £20,000  or  £30,000  a  year ; 
would  give  great  efficiency  to  the  government  of 
this  country ;  would  educate  a  great  many  more 
men  in  a  knowledge  of  public  life ;  and  would  put 
an  end  to  that  system  of  jobbery  which  is  so 
detrimental  to  the  welfare  of  New  Zealand.  At 
the  present  time  no  man  oould  perhaps  propose 
such  a  plan  with  any  degree  of  success;  but 
witiiin  a  yery  few  years,  if  not  now,  such  a  sys- 
tem will,  I  believe,  be  brought  into  effect  in  this 
country.  I  think  it  will  be  carefully  considered 
by  the  public;  I  belieye  a  sense  of  its  utility 
will  grow  up  in  most  minds :  but,  at  the  present 
time,  I  feel  it  would  perhaps  be  hopeless  to  con- 
tend for  anything  of  the  sort,  although  the 
greatest  of  modem  writers  admits  that  this  would 
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be  the  best  of •  Constitutions  'where  there  is  not 
a  federal  system.  But  I  belieye  tlie  country  is 
prepared  to  welcome  an  elective  Legislatiye  Coun- 
cil, and  I  will  now  tell  the  House  why  I  tliink  it 
is  the  bounden  duty  of  every  honorable  member 
to  come  forward  and  assist  me  in  getting  such  a 
Council  established.  Let  me  tell  them  this  :  We, 
the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  are  confined  within 
narrow  limits,  whilst  the  Legislative  Council  is 
nominated  for  life.  We  come  in  and  go  out; 
we  are  returned  by  our  constituents,  and  we  are 
rejected  by  onr  constituents,  and  there  are  con- 
tinually a  large  number  of  new  members  coming 
into  the  House ;  while  another  body,  living  within 
the  same  walls,  dining  at  the  same  table,  read- 
ing in  the  same  library,  frequenting  the  same 
smoking-room  and  lobbies,  has  a  fixed  tenure  of 
office.  Now,  it  must  be  known  to  all  that  the 
permanent  element  in  any  great  institution  is 
the  element  which  necessarily  gives  a  tone  to  the 
whole.  Those  who  are  the  first  in  an  institution 
gradually  give  a  tone  to  it,  and  acquire  entire 
control  and  authority  in  the  circle  in  which  they 
live.  Let  any  man  carry  back  his  mind  to  a 
public  school.  It  is  known  by  all  that  the  oldest 
boys  absolutely  rule  public  opinion,  and  absolutely 
give  a  tone  to  the  school,  and  make  it  what  it  is. 
Let  those  who  have  been  in  the  army  admit,  as  I 
am  sure  they  will,  that  it  is  the  old  soldiers  of 
a  regiment — the  old  officers  of  a  regiment — who 
give  a  tone  to  the  regiment ;  who  give  it  a  cha- 
racter, and  make  it  precisely  what  it  is  for  effi- 
ciency and  the  faithful  performance  of  its  duty. 
Let  those  who  have  been  in  clubs  consider  the 
same  thing.  They  will  find  that  the  first  founders 
of  a  club  give  it  a  tone  for  years,  and  that  a  club 
follows  the  example  set  to  it  for  good  and  evil 
by  those  who  rule  it  in  the  first  instance  j  exactly 
as  a  person  who  has  lived  in  a  colony  in  its  early 
days  will  admit,  as  I  am  sure  he  will  admit,  that 
the  founders  of  a  settlement  for  many  years  make 
public  opinion  and  give  a  tone  to  the  settlement 
they  first  occupied.  This  is  inyariably  the  rule, 
and  therefore  I  ray  it  is  impossible  that  the  Legis- 
lative Council,  as  at  present  constituted,  can  live 
in  the  same  building  with  us,  be  associated  and 
mixed  up  with  us,  without  giving  a  tone  to  this 
House,  without  thai  Chamber  exercising  great 
power  over  this  House,  and  without  it  exercising 
an  influence  very  prejudicial  to  the  interest  of 
the  country  as  a  whole.  That  danger  is  very 
much  increased  from  another  cause,  because  the 
Legislative  Council  represents  landed  property  in 
the  manner  I  have  spoken  of.  Into  that  Council 
are  also  put  men  who  represent  great  monetary 
corporations,  and  who,  from  that  cause  alone, 
have  very  great  influence,  for  it  may  be  that 
almost  one-third  of  the  members  of  the  House 
are  mixed  up  more  or  less  in  the  affairs  of  that 
corporation.  These  gentlemen  in  the  Upper 
House  have  all  the  weight  and  power  which 
belongs  to  that  corporation,  and  are  able  to  put 
on  the  screw,  or  otherwise  interfere  with  the 
members  of  the  Lower  House ;  and  it  may  be, 
and  is  the  case,  that  they  sometimes  exercise 
that  influence  for  their  own  selfish  ends,  and 
without  reference  to  the  corporation  from  which 
they  have  derived  their  power.    They  most  in- 
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evitably  do  so  —  they  have  done  so,  and  th^ 
will  continue  to  do  so  as  long  as  there  is  a  nomi- 
nated Council  in  this  country.  We  may  be  in- 
terfered with  in  every  possible  way.  The  Legis- 
lative Council  may  make  a  Ministry  and  they 
may  destroy  a  Ministry,  and  interfere  in  every 
way  improperly  with  the  House.  I  saw,  on  look- 
ing at  the  newspapers  the  other  day,  a  letter  in 
which  one  member  of  the  Legislative  Council 
stated  be  had  entered  into  communication  with 
another  member  of  the  Council  for  displacing 
one  Ministry  and  bringing  in  another— an  un- 
warrantable interference  with  the  House  of  Be- 
presentatives.  This  sort  of  indirect  influence 
must  go  on  as  long  as  a  nominated  Council 
exists,  living  with  us  in  the  same  building,  in 
the  manner  it  does.  Not  only  must  that  sort 
of  thing  go  on,  but  it  must  be  accompanied  al- 
ways with  this  painful  reflection  :  However  much 
the  public  may  disapprove  of  the  conduct  of  the 
members  of  the  Legislat  ive  Council,  there  is  for 
us  no  redress,  and  for  the  public  there  is  no 
redress.  Year  after  year  these  gentlemen  return 
to  this  Assembly ;  year  after  year  they  exercise 
the  same  influence  ;  year  after  year  they  acquire 
greater  skill  in  manipulations  of  this  kind ;  year 
after  year  their  power  is  greater:  and  we  have 
no  appeal  whatever  to  the  public — we  have  no 
chance  of  their  being  remoyed  if  they  displease 
the  public.  Perhaps  they  would  not  have  been 
elected  if  there  had  been  an  election ;  yet  for 
their  lifetime  they  are  to  retain  their  seats,  there 
being  no  redress  for  us,  and  no  redress  for  the 
public.  Then,  to  my  mind,  another  most  objec- 
tionable feature  prevails  with  regard  to  this 
Legislative  Council,  and  upon  this  subject  I  have 
been  grossly  misrepresented.  The  Colonial  Trea- 
surer the  other  night  misrepresented  me  yery 
much  on  the  subject.  I  complain  that  certain 
chosen  people,  certain  families,  certain  people  from 
a  governing  class,  get  put  into  that  Upper  House 
over  and  over  again.  1  am  answered, "  God  forbid 
that  the  time  should  ever  come  in  which  persons 
who  wish  to  serve  their  country  should  not  be 
allowed  to  come  down  from  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil and  work  in  this  House  for  their  fellow-coun- 
trymen." But  that  was  not  the  question.  The 
question  was.  Should  certain  people  be  put  in  that 
Council  just  when  they  pleasea,  having  oppor- 
tunities given  to  them  which  were  denied  to  their 
fellows  ?  The  great  mass  of  the  people  of  New 
Zealand  would  not  be  allowed  to  go  backwards 
and  forwards  to  the  Legislative  Council  in  that 
way.  The  transactions  of  certain  honorable 
gentlemen  in  regard  to  the  Legislative  Council 
have  resembled  what  one  would  see  in  a  kaleido- 
scope. Yon  look  through  and  see  one  person  at 
the  upper  part,  and  one  at  the  bottom  :  one  turn 
of  the  kaleidoscope,  and  the  man  who  was  at  the 
upper  side  is  at  the  bottom,  and  the  man  who 
was  at  the  bottom  is  at  the  top.  It  is  a  repeti- 
tion of  the  same  thing  oyer  again.  Lately  this 
has  taken  place  with  regard  to  the  Premier  of 
the  colony  and  the  present  leader  of  the  Upper 
House.  I  say  this  with  no  intention  of  making 
a  personal  attack,  but  merely  for  the  purpose  of 
explaining  a  fact  which  cannot  be  denied.  The 
Constitution  Act  says  this :   If  any  member  of 
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the  House  of  Eepresentaiires  chooses  to  resign 
he  sends  a  letter  to  the  Speaker,  and  as  soon  as 
the  Speaker  receires  that  letter  the  resignation  is 
complete.  On  tlie  other  hand  it  sajs,  if  anj 
member  of  the  Legislatiye  Council  wishes  to 
resign  his  seat,  he  sends  a  letter  to  the  Oorernor, 
and  upon  the  Governor  being  pleased  to  accept 
that  resignation  the  resignation  is  complete,  but 
not  before.  Tiiere  is  a  mutuality  of  compact. 
One  difficulty  is,  that  we  have  G-oremors  who  do 
not  properly  understand  the  Constitution.  If 
the  law  of  New  South  Wales  is  looked  at,  it  will 
be  seen  that  it  says  this:  that, if  a  member  of  the 
Legislative  Council  wishes  to  resign,  he  has  to 
send  a  letter  to  that  effect,  and  upon  the  Gover- 
nor receiving  that  letter  tlie  resignation  is  com- 
plete, just  at,  in  the  case  of  a  resignation  here  of 
a  seat  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  it  is  com- 
plete when  the  Speaker  receives  the  letter.  A 
Governor  coming  here  from  New  South  Wales, 
«vhen  asked  to  consider  about  accepting  the  resig- 
nation of  a  member  of  the  Legislative  Council, 
answers,  "  I  will  decide  it  upon  the  principle  I 
observed  in  New  South  Wales."  The  memoran- 
dum has  been  laid  before  the  House.  He  has 
done  something  in  New  South  Wales,  and  he  will 
do  the  same  here,  although  the  laws  of  the  two 
colonies  are  absolutely  different.  The  question  is 
not  really  understood,  because,  after  all,  what  was 
asked  in  that  case  was  to  have  an  assurance  from 
the  gentleman  resigning  that  it  was  a  permanent 
resignation  of  his  seat,  and  that  it  was  not  in- 
tended by  him  to  come  back  at  any  future  time 
to  the  Legislative  Council.  I  say  it  is  a  most 
unfair  thing  for  us  that  that  power  should  be 
given  to  certain  gentlemen  that,  the  moment  they 
are  refused  seats  in  this  House  by  a  constituency, 
they  could  immediately  be  raised  to  seats  in  that 
House,  to  remain  there  as  long  as  they  please,  and 
then  leave  it  again  for  the  purpose  of  standing  for  a 
constituency  of  this  House,  and  then  have  power 
at  another  time  again  to  take  a  seat  in  that  Coun- 
cil. The  reason  tnat  makes  that  so  objectionable 
is  this,  as  I  pointed  out  to  the  House  just  now : 
The  moment  the  Legislative  Council  was  created 
a  body  was  created  which  was  certain  to  do  two 
things.  The  members  of  that  body  were  certain 
to  try  to  get  for  themselyes  and  for  their  friends 
large  landed  properties.  That  is  a  necessity 
of  the  condition  in  which  they  are  placed.  A. 
desire  would  then  arise  in  the  minds  of  those 
gentlemen  to  set  up  in  some  degree  an  imitation 
of  the  House  of  Peers,  especially  in  their  ambi- 
tion to  create  large  estates  for  their  families ;  and 
you  will  find  that  gentlemen  have  been  put  in 
the  Council  from  time  to  time  to  support  these 
Tiewsj  and  that  steps  have  been  taken  to  set  up 
large  landed  properties  in  this  country,  often  by 
unjust  means,  so  as  to  exercise  an  undue  influence 
upon  their  fellow-men,  and  which  properties  are 
to  be  protected  by  privileges  being  given  to  them, 
and  being  taken  away  from  the  public  at  large. 
You  have  created  a  body  which  will  certainly 
struggle  for  those  ends ;  and  it  can  be  done  in  a 
thousand  ways  by  gentlemen  sitting  in  permanence 
as  they  do.  A  mere  alteration  in  the  fencing  law 
may  give  to  their  property  rights  which  it  does 
not  now  possess.  They  can  b^kI  that  law  down 
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to  this  House,  and  this  House  will  be  powerless 
to  resist  it,  because  a  law  is  absolutely  required 
upon  the  subject.  Yet  that  law  may  make  pK>- 
TiMons  by  which  a  man  who  has,  say,  150  acres, 
and  who  is  from  poverty  only  able  to  fence 
50  acres,  will  still  be  unable  to  turn  his  cattle  on 
to  the  other  100  acres  for  fear  that  they  will 
stray  on  to  the  land  of  a  large  landed  proprietor, 
who  will  not  bo  called  upon  himself  to  fence.  In 
various  ways  of  that  kind  it  is  possible  for  the 
Council  gradually  to  create  great  interests  in  this 
country  which  really  centuries  would  hardly  be 
able  to  destroy.  Then,  Sir,  they  are  certain  to 
contend  for  their  own  rights  in  a  way  which  may 
be  most  prejudicial  to  the  public  interesta.  They 
are  certain  to  set  up  certain  standing  rules  and 
orders  which  will  be  against  the  interests  of  all 
Her  Majesty's  subjects,  and  to  persecute  any  person 
or  persons  who  may  not  comply  with  those  orders 
or  who  may  endeavour  to  get  them  altered. 
There  was  a  recent  case  in  which  a  Committee  of 
the  Legislative  Council  was  appointed  to  inquire 
into  certain  Native  land  transactions  in  Hawke's 
Bay,  and  it  appears,  as  far  as  can  possibly  be 
seen,  that  one  witness  examined  before  that  Com- 
mittec  gave  evidence  which  was  untrue,  and  it 
is  alleged  that  that  evidence  was  given  upon 
oath.  That  evidence  was  one  of  the  main  causes 
which  prevented  legislation  taking  place  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Natives,  so  that  in  truth  that  evi- 
dence said  to  be  given  on  oath  poisoned  the  veiy 
fountains  of  justice  and  prevented  a  righteous  aoit 
being  performed  towards  the  Natives ;  and  yet  the 
Council,  standing  on  its  alleged  rights,  will  not 
permit  that  its  officer  shall  give  evidence  to  proye 
that  the  person  was  sworn.  And  not  only  would 
it  not  permit  that  to  be  done,  but — instead  of  feel- 
ing indignation  at  the  person  who  had  so  deceived 
them,  and  by  his  evidence  prevented  justice 
being  done  to  the  Native  people — they  tried  to 
persecute  the  persons  who  endeavoured  to  con- 
vict  him  of  the  offence,  and  would  not  allow  any 
inquiry  to  take  place.  It  is  certain  a  permanent 
Council  of  this  kind  must  intrench  itself  in  eveir 
possible  way  to  insure  a  false  dignity — that  it  wiU 
endeavour  continually  to  get  laws  made  in  pur- 
suance of  its  self-interest.  It  is  quit-e  impossible 
that  such  a  Council  can  contend  only  for  great 
principles.  For  that  cause,  again,  another  reason 
IS  given  why  an  alteration  is  nece^^sary  in  the 
present  constitution  of  the  Council.  I  believe 
the  whole  of  the  colony  desires  that  a  change 
should  take  place ;  that  the  people  feel  it  is  mon- 
strous, as  I  confess  I  do  myself,  that  cert^n 
gentlemen,  who  have  no  claim  for  any  public 
services  rendered,  who  have  no  claim  ou  account 
of  great  ability,  on  account  of  great  knowledge 
shown,  who  have  no  claim  on  account  of  any- 
thing which  they  have  done  for  their  fellow- 
men,  should,  for  life,  sit  in  the  Council  and 
be  able  to  exercise  such  an  influence  over  the 
whole  destiny,  the  whole  property,  evenr  single 
thing,  that  belongs  to  myself,  and  that  I  shoidd 
have  no  voice  whatever  in  choosing  the  men  who 
sit  there — in  fact,  men  whom  I  might  consider, 
objectionable  in  many  ways — unsuited  by  educa- 
tion, by  experience,  by  their  interests,  by  the 
pursuits  in  which  they  are  engaged — to  legislate 
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for  mjself  and  the  rest  of  the  inhabitantB  of  New  I 
Zealand  :  and  jet,  without  any  consent  on  my 
own  part,  I  am  bound  to  sit  down  and  yield  to  a 
]aw  which  I  may  abhor  in  my  heart,  but  wliich 
they  hare  forced  on  the  country.  I  feci  that  my 
own  case  is  the  case  of  many  other  persons  in 
this  country,  and  I  believe  that,  from  one  end  of 
it  to  the  other,  there  is  a  desire—  a  burning  desire, 
I  may  saj — that  some  change  should  take  place, 
and  that  the  Council  should  be  thrown  open  to 
the  Queen's  subjects  at  laree  to  take  their  seats 
there  with  the  cbnsent  and  desire  of  their  fellow- 
citizens.  Now,  Sir,  feeling  tlius  strongly,  I  hare 
thought  of  the  best  way  in  which  such  a  change 
can  possibly  be  brought  about  at  the  present 
moment ;  and,  after  reviewing,  in  fact,  every  plan 
that  presented  itself  to  my  mind,  and  conversing 
over  the  subject  with  many  men,  I  hare  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  best  thine  to  do  is  to  re- 
vert, as  far  as  possible,  to  the  original  intention 
of  an  elective  Council,  which  was  to  accompany 
the  Constitution  Act.  Now,  we  have  here  truly 
two  great  electoral  districts,  two  true  electoral 
districts  —  that  is,  districts  possessing  different 
climates,  yielding  different  productfl,  inhabited 
by  different  races — because  the  Middle  Island  is 
inhabited  almost  entirely  by  Europeans :  it  con- 
tains very  few  Natives.  The  Northern  Island  is 
inhabited  by  a  large  number  of  Europeans  and 
by  a  considerable  number  of  Natives.  Each  of 
them  possesses  elements  of  difference  which  quite 
qiialify  them  to  constitute  really  separate  elec- 
toral districts.  They  constitute  very  much  what 
were  regarded  as  provinces  under  the  old  Con- 
stitution Act :  that  is,  if  you  treat  them  as  two 
great  electoral  districts,  and  make  them  sepa- 
rately return  members  to  a  common  Chamber, 
you  bind  together  the  inhabitants  of  a  common 
country,  men  who  must  obey  the  same  laws,  who 
must  exist  under  the  same  Government,  and  yet 
with  such  great  differences  between  them  that, 
whilst  each  district  might  not  consider  certain 
laws  best  for  itself  separately,  they  would  regard 
them  as  the  best  that  could  be  adopted  for  a 
united  nation.  Such  being  the  case,  what  I  would 
propose  is,  to  look  upon  the  North  Island  as  one 
great  electoral  province,  and  on  the  Middle  Island 
and  Stewart  Island  as  another,  and  to  let  them 
choose  representatives  for  the  Legislative  Council. 
What  I  propose  with  regard  to  the  number  is, 
that  the  Council  should  consist — of  course,  this 
could  be  altered  in  Committee ;  it  is  only  the 
idea  of  one  man,  thrown  out  for  consideration — 
of  twenty-seven  members.  The  number  of  mem- 
bers has  been  based  on  a  consideration  of  the 
Legiiilatiye  Councils  of  other  colonies.  Victoria 
has  30  in  its  Legislative  Council ;  Tasmania,  16. 
The  Victorian  Council  is  elected  under  a  peculiar 
system.  The  Tasmanian  Council  is  elected.  The 
South  Australian  is  elected,  and  has  18  members. 
Queensland  has  30  meinbera ;  New  South  Wales, 
39  ;  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  21 .  The  New  South 
Wales  Council  is  nominated  ;  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  Council  is  elected.  Canada  has  78  in  its 
Council  and  206  in  its  House  of  Representatives. 
New  Zealand  has  43  in  its  Legislative  Council 
at  present.  Now,  I  propose  to  take  Canada  as 
onr  model.    I  therefore  propose  that  the  Council 


should  consist  of  27  members— that  is,  12  Euro- 
peans elected  by  the  European  electors  of  the 
Middle  Island  and  Stewart  Island,  12  Europeans 
elected  by  the  European  electors  of  the  North 
It-land,  2  Natives  elected  by  the  Maori  electors 
of  the  North  Island,  and  1  Maori  elected  by  the 
Maori  electors  in  the  Middle  Island  and  Stewart 
Island.  What  I  conceive  to  be  the  advantage 
of  such  a  Council  would  be  this :  It  would  be  im- 
possible almost  that  any  man  could  be  elected  to 
it  who  had  not  some  considerable  weight  in  the 
country  in  which  he  lived.  The  electorates  would 
be  80  large  as  to  secure  the  return  to  the  Council 
of  good  men.  The  successful  candidate  must 
occupy  a  considerable  portion  in  the  ejes  of 
his  fellow-men.  In  that  way  I  believe  you 
will  get  a  thoroughly  good  Legislative  Council,  a 
very  good  Council  indeed,  and,  being  an  elected 
body,  no  person  would  have  the  same  objection  to 
abandoning  public  life  and  going  into  the  Council 
as  now.-  There  would  be  no  reason  afterwards 
why  he  could  not  be  elected  to  this  House  if  he 
pleased.  It  seems  to  me  that  then  your  Council 
would  be  in  this  position :  It  would  have  under 
it  a  House  of  Representatives.  That  House  of 
Representatives  would  be  made  up  of  members 
sent  by  comparatively  speaking  small  constitu* 
encies,  and  who  Would  represent  local  interests. 
The  members  of  the  Legislative  Council,  elected 
by  large  constituencies  of  that  kind,  might  be  said 
to  represent  great  questions ;  they  would,  in  some 
degree,  soar  above  the  petty  cares  which  would  oc- 
cupy the  House  of  Representatives  in  this  country 
of  providing  for  their  respective  localities,  and  for 
the  interests  of  the  constituencies  that  returned 
them.  They  would  look  to  the  welfare  of  larger 
matters  than  that.  It  may  be  said — and  in  this 
there  is  much  truth — that  an  elective  Legislative 
Council  would  be  a  real  power  in  the  country,  and 
thot,  if  it  came  into  collision  with  this  House,  very 
great  difficulties  might  arise.  The  answer  I  make 
to  that  is  this  :  that  that  might  be  true  if  it  were 
a  permanent  Council.  The  Council,  a«  I  propose, 
is  only  for  three  years,  and  no  difficulties  of  that 
sort  could,  I  think,  take  place.  It  is  possible 
there  might  be  a  collision  between  the  two  bodies, 
but  the  country  would  soon  determine  which  of 
the  two  it  would  support,  and  that  which  was  so 
supported  ought  to  prevail.  Under  the  proposed 
plan  this  House  can  be  dissolved  at  any  time  by 
the  Governor,  and  the  members  sent  back  to 
their  constituents.  The  Legislative  Council  would 
continue  for  three  years.  It  would  be  almost  im- 
possible that  the  elections  could  take  place  at  the 
same  period  of  time,  because  il  is  proposed  that 
the  election  to  the  Legislative  Council  shall  take 
place  on  a  fixed  day  every  three  years.  It  is  not 
likely  that  the  elections  to  each  body  would  fall 
at  the  same  time,  probably  not  even  in  the  same 
year :  it  would  bo  almost  certain  they  could  not  fall 
in  the  same  mouth  of  the  year.  I  think  no  diffi- 
culty would  arise  from  that  cause,  and  I  believe, 
from  the  adoption  of  the  system  in  the  way  I 
put  it,  you  would  secure  legislation  thoroughly  in 
accordance  with  the  wishes  of  all  the  inhabitants 
of  New  Zealand.  I  think  it  would  be  impossible 
that  a  Legislative  Council  so  chosen  would  ever 
'  acquire  an  influence  such  as  that  which  I  am 
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certain  the  nominated  Council  has  acquired.  I 
am  certain  that  the  large  influence  oi  the  pre- 
sent nominated  Council  will  increase  and  extend, 
and  become  more  pernicious  every  year.  To 
avoid  a  difficulty  of  that  kind  is  alone  worth  a 
sacrifloe  and  worth  a  great  effort.  I  think  all 
the  other  points  with  regard  to  the  Legislative 
Council  contained  in  this  Bill  must  be  thoroughly 
in  the  minds  of  honorable  members.  They  must 
see  and  understand  the  whole  thing  from  the  Bill 
itself.  In  fact,  it  is  nothing  more  than  a  change 
of  the  existing  Legislative  Council  into  a  new  form, 
leaving  everything  else  untouched.  I  will  not  keep 
the  House  longer.  I  have  explained  the  general 
outline  of  the  plan  :  I  have  endeavoured  to  explain 
the  details.  I  have  explained  the  necessity  which 
I  think  exists  for  the  establishment  of  a  Legis- 
lative Council  of  this  kind  ;  and  I  shall  have  an 
opportunity,  in  reply,  to  answer  any  objections 
made  —  giving  more  explanations,  if  necessary, 
and  also  meeting  any  propositions  which  I  think 
worthy  of  further  consideration.  Thinking, 
therefore,  I  have  done  enough  for  the  present, 
I  shall  now  leave  the  matter  in  the  hands  of  the 
House,  until  the  opportunity  occurs  of  giving  any 
further  explanations  that  I  may  consider  neces- 
sary. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— Mr.  Speaker,  at  this  late 
hour  I  do  not  propose  to  take  up  tlie  time  of  the 
House  at  any  great  length.  I  am  quite  satisfied 
that  the  House  generally  listens  with  great  respect 
to  anything  that  falls  from  the  honorable  gentle- 
man on  large  constitutional  questions  such  as  this 
is.  I  think  we  had  at  this  time  a  right  to  expect 
from  him  a  very  clear  explanation  of  the  reasons 
which  induced  him  to  bring  down  a  great  change 
\t  so  late  a  period  of  the  session,  and  I  am  sure 
that  after  listening  to  him  the  House  generally 
feels    somewhat    disappointed.     The    honorable 

Gentleman  opened  his  speech  by  saying  he  would 
rst  of  all  devote  himself  to  discussing  the  gene- 
ral principles  upon  which  the  Legislative  Council 
was  constituted.  He  said  he  would  deal  generally 
with  the  powers  of  that  Council — tluit  they  were 
very  great  powers,  that  they  were  powers  which 
were  exercised  for  the  interests  or  otherwise  of 
their  fellow-men  to  such  a  degree  as  demanded 
the  very  greatest  care  and  caution  in  the  mode  of 
constituting  such  a  body.  The  powers,  he  said, 
of  legislation  were  almost  Divine.  They  enabled 
such  a  body  as  the  Legi4ative  Council  to  dictate 
to  men  how  they  were  to  live,  and  move,  and 
have  their  being  j  they  enabled  them  to  dictate 
the  terms  upon  which  people  were  to  suffer 
death  ;  the  members  of  tnat  body  had  power  to 
determine  poverty  and  wealth,  misery  and  hap- 
piness, to  an  enormous  degree ;  and  he  argued, 
rightly,  that  the  constitution  of  sucli  a  body  ought 
to  be  influenced  very  largely  by  the  people  whom 
it  ruled  as  one  branch  of  the  Legislature.  He 
went  on  to  show  that  in  the  Old  Country — Eng- 
land— the  tendency  had  been  to  make  a  Conser- 
vative body  of  this  branch  of  the  Legislature; 
that  a  Conservative  body  naturally  and  necessarily 
grew  into  a  body  which  regarded  the  rights  and 
advantages  of  its  own  members,  as  opposed  to  the 
liberal  party  and  the  liberal  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature, which  dealt  with  general  principles  and 
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with  the  progress  and  happiness  of  men,  rather 
than  with  the  rights  of  the  body  iteelf .     He  went 
on  to  show  that  that  had  evidently  been  the  course 
in  England — that  in  England,  as  I  understood 
him,  there  were  a  State  Church,  a  landed  aristo* 
cracy,  and  an  hereditary  monarchy,  and  all  these 
things  the  Upper  House  was  to  conserve.     And 
then  he  went  on  to  consider  the  state  of  things  in 
New  Zealand.      When  we  first  came  here  as  a 
body  of  colonists  there  was  little  to  conserve; 
but,  as  time  went  on,  the  Legislative  Council,  aa 
constituted  here,  grew  into  a  body  which  had  the 
landed  estate  at  heart,  and  which  dealt  selfishly 
and  graspingly,  in  their  own  interests,  and  not 
ill  the  interests  of  the  people  of   New  Zealand 
at  large.     He   said,  as  I  understood  him,  that 
a  great  deal  of  this  wad  the  result  of  the  way  in 
which  the  Legislative  Council  was  constituted — 
that  the  Council  was  constituted  in  opposition  to 
the  wishes  which  he  himself  had  expressed  ;  that, 
if  his  will  had  been  given  effect  to,  it  would  have 
been  a  body  elected  by  the  local  Legislatures — the 
Provincial  Councils.     Well,  Sir,  I  am  not  now 
going  into  what  the  Legislative  Council  might  have 
been  then  ;  nor  am  I  going  to  say  that  the  Legis- 
lative Council  is  a  body  the  constitution  of  which 
is  not  open  to  amendment.    But  I  am  going  to 
I  say  that  the  present  Bill  is  ill-timed,  that  its  pro- 
)  visions  do  not  meet  the  requirements  of  the  case 
i  as  put  by  the  honorable  gentleman,  and  that  he 
'  has  not  made  out  a  good  case  or  stated  his  case 
I  fairly,  so  as  to  show  that  the  state  of  things  which 
I  he  has  suggested  should  be  brought  about.     He 
I  said  the  country  was  prepared  for  a  great  change 
I  in  this  body.    Now,  I  must  say  that  I  think  it 
will  be  admitted  that  through  the  country  gene- 
rally there  has  been  no  cry  against  the  Legisla- 
tive Council.     Whatever  its  constitution  in  the 
past,  there  is  no  doubt  it  has  been  very  largely  in 
sympathy  with  the  people  generally,  or  the  people 
would  have  made  their  voices  heard  in  regard  to 
its  constitution.    Tlie  honorable  gentleman  say  a 
great  evils  have  arisen  from  the  association  of 
the   two  branches  of   the  Legislature — that  the 
Legislative  Council  has  given  a  Conservative  tone 
to  this  House,  that  they  were  like  old  soldiers 
amongst  us,  that  they  affected  us,  and  that  it  was 
solely  owing  to  them  there  was  any  Conservative 
feeling  in  the  country.    And,  furthermore,  he  said 
there«\Tas  an  interference  through  them  with  the 
Ministry,  and  there  was  no  redress  for  the  wrongs 
we  were  constantly  suffering  from  them.     I  do  not 
think  that  the  honorable  member  has  made  out 
his  case  in  any  one  point.     I  ask  the  honorable 
gentleman  to  take  the  list  of  the  members  of 
the  Legislative  Council.     His  great  objection  is, 
that  it  is  a  body  in  which  there  is  no  hope  of 
change  —  that  they  are  appointed  for  life,  and 
the  duration   and  tenure  of  their  office  is  tlie 
great  evil  of  their  constitution.      I  take  the  roll 
as  it  stands  at  present,  and  I  find  that  there  are 
only  two  members  in  the  Council  now  who  were 
members  of  it  in  1858,  and  one  who  was  in  it  in 
1853.     In  1870  there  was  the  largest  number  of 
members ;  but  in  1877  and  1878  there  were  no 
less  than  seven  new  members  out  of  a  total  of 
forty-three.     It  must  then,  I  think,  be  admitted 
that  there  has  been  considerable  change  in  the 
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LegislatiTo  Coancil  from  the  commencement  up 
to  the  present  time.  In  1864  there  were  twenty- 
eight  members  of  the  Legislative  Coancil,  and  no 
less  than  eighteen  of  those  are  gone.  There  haye 
been  eighteen  changes  since  then  ;  and  that,  I 
think,  is  sufficient  to  show  that  there  has  been 
constant  change  in  the  Legielatire  Council.  And 
then,  with  regard  to  the  honorable  gentleman's 
proposal  that  there  should  be  one  Chamber  of 
a  hundred  members,  and  an  elective  G-oyemor, 
I  quite  agree  with  him  that  that  is  not  at  all 
likely  to  be  put  in  force  for  many  years  to  come. 
For  my  own  part  I  trust  it  neyer  will  come 
into  force.  I  am  confident  that  the  country  at 
large  feels  the  adyantage  of  haying  two  Cham- 
bers, checking  each  other.  What  we  want,  as 
I  understand,  is,  first  of  all,  a  body  that  will 
avoid  collision  with  this  representative  Chamber ; 
secondly,  a  body  in  sympathy  with  the  mass  of 
the  people  throughout  the  country  ;  and,  thirdly, 
a  body  which  will  check  and  revise  any  hasty 
legislation.  I  venture  to  say  that  during  the 
past  few  years  this  has  been  eminently  the  func- 
tion of  the  Legislative  Council,  as  it  has  existed 
in  this  country.  If  it  had  not  been  for  the 
Legislative  Council,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  say- 
ing the  public  works  scheme  introduced  by  Sir 
Julius  Yogel  would  have  been  an  utter  failure. 
Again  and  agnin  the  people  have  felt  that  it  has 
exercised  a  salutary  check  upon  the  progressive 
desires  of  the  popular  body,  which  at  times  has 
attempted  to  run  away  on  popular  questions,  and 
plunge  the  country  into  financial  difficulty.  As 
I  have  said,  what  we  want  is  a  body  to  check  and 
revise  our  decisions,  and  a  body  that  will  be  kept 
in  sympathy,  not  only  with  the  people,  but  with 
this  Chamber.  But  the  honorable  gentleman 
seems  to  treat  the  Legislative  Council,  because  it 
is  nominated,  as  a  body  with  regard  to  which  we 
have  nothing  to  say — that  we  have  really  no  voice 
in  the  appointment  of  its  members,  and  no  redress 
for  the  wrongs  inflicted  upon  us  through  their 
being  appointed  as  they  are  now.  But  what  is 
the  cajer  What  has  been  recognized  in  Vic- 
toria ?  That,  if  you  give  up  nomination  by  the 
Ministry  of  the  day  to  the  Upper  Chamber,  you 
lose  the  very  power  that  brings  that  body  into 
sympathy  with  the  people.  If  you  have  an  elec- 
tive Upper  House,  as  propoeed  in  this  Bill,  you 
create  a  body  that  will  come  into  collision  with 
this  Chamber  as  surely  as  possibly  can  be.  There 
are  two  ways  in  which,  it  seems  to  me,  a  second 
Chamber  can  be  constituted — either  as  it  is  here, 
by  simple  nomination,  by  which  men  possessing 
the  confidence  of  the  House  from  time  to  time 
make  recommendations  to  the  Governor  to  place 
members  in  the  Upper  House  ;  or  you  may  have 
an  elective  body,  elected  by  large  constituencies, 
as  proposed  by  the  honorable  gentleman ;  or, 
again,  you  may  have  that  mode  of  election  bj  the 
Provincial  Councils  originally  proposed  by  the 
honorable  gentleman — that  is,  by  the  governing 
bodies  of  districts  within  the  colony.  You  may 
also  have  it  nominated,  with  a  limitation  to  its 
numbers.  For  my  own  part,  I  look  upon  parlia- 
mentary government  as  a  thing  so  delicate  in  its 
machinery  that  any  attempt  to  place  a  limitation 
upon  the  numbers  of  that  body  would  be  likely 


to  lead  to  conflict.  There  would  arise  a  feeling  in 
the  minds  of  members  of  this  House  that  they  had 
no  remedy  against  the  power  of  the  Upper  House 
in  case  of  the  two  Chambers  coming  into  conflict, 
and  there  would  be  a  feeling,  on  the  other  hand, 
in  the  minds  of  members  of  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil that  they  had  a  greater  power,  which  they 
could  exercise  against  the  will  of  the  people,  than 
they  now  possess.  It  is  the  maintenance  of  that 
dehcate  machinery — that  check  and  countercheck 
— which  brings  the  Legislative  Council  into  sym- 
pathy with  this  House.  My  opinion  of  the  pro- 
posal of  the  honorable  gentleman  is,  that  it  is 
a  direct  step  towards  the  separation  of  the  two 
Islands.  I  see  no  reason  for  it.  I  think  the 
honorable  gentleman  gave  no  reason  for  it  in  his 
remarks.  1  am  disappointed  that  he  should  not 
have  given  better  reasons  for  a  Bill  of  this  kind, 
and  I  hope  the  House  will  pause  before  it  in  any 
way  gives  consent  to  so  crude  a  proposition  as  is 
now  before  it. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR.— I  do  not  know  that  a 
more  important  question  could  be  brought  before 
the  House  this  session,  and  I  should  be  sorry  to 
see  it  dismissed  at  this  late  hour  of  the  night  with 
scant  courtesy.  It  is  a  little  difficult  to  under- 
stand from  the  Minister  of  Lands  what  is  the 
mind  of  the  Government  on  this  matter.  He 
certainly  told  us  that  he  does  not  himself  think 
that  this  Bill  would  meet  the  object  which  the 
mover  has  in  view,  and  he  described  it  as  a  subtle 
attempt  to  bring  about  a  separation  of  the  two 
Island*.     He  also  repeated  some  of  the  earlier 

r>rtions  of  the  mover's  speech,  which,  greatly  as 
admired  them  in  the  original,  I  did  not  so  much 
appreciate  upon  repetition.  I  thought  the  honor- 
able member  was  repeating  the  utterances  of  the 
mover  with  the  intention  of  refuting  the  state- 
ments and  arguments  he  had  advanced ;  but  I 
found  out  he  was  doing  no  such  thing.  Ho  was 
repeating  them,  so  far  as  I  could  see,  merely  for 
the  purpose  of  making  out  some  sort  of  speech  in 
reply,  because  he  did  not  in  any  way  attempt  to 
show  that  the  statements  he  repeated  were  un- 
true, or  were  at  all  iu  opposition  to  the  other 
arguments  brought  forward  by  the  mover.  I 
think  the  real  reason  why  the  time  has  come 
when  the  Houso  will  have  to  face  a  reform  of  the 
Legislative  Council  is  in  reality  the  demoraliza- 
tion of  the  Lower  Chamber.  1  think  it  can  be 
shown  by  argument  that  the  Lower  Chamber  has 
drifted  into  such  a  state  of  demoralization  as 
that  exhibited  this  year  simply  because  of  the 
existence  of  the  Upper  Chamber:  that  is,  the 
Lower  Chamber  from  year  to  year  has  been  shift- 
ing the  responsibility  of  its  real  work  on  to 
another  place.  Instead  of  its  attention  being  di- 
rected to  the  careful  framing  of  perfect  laws  for 
local  government,  and  the  preservation  of  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  people,  which  have 
been  relegated  to  the  obscurity  of  another  Cham- 
ber, the  time  and  energies  of  this  House  have 
been  mainly  occupied  with  party  contention  and 
strife,  log-rolling,  jobbery,  the  purchasing-off 
of  opponents  by  giving  thcQi  place  and  power, 
and  latterly  by  memoranda  marked  ''Private 
and  confidential,"  so  that  by  any  means  the 
Government  of  the  day  may  retain  their  seats, 
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while  lawB  may  be  made  and  perfected  else- 
where. If  it  were  not  for  the  existence  of 
the  other  Chamber  this  House  could  not  hare 
drifted  into  such  a  state  of  things  as  we  hare  had 
to  lament.  It  would  be  necessary  to  perfect  the 
laws  in  the  Chamber  in  which  they  originated 
if  there  were  no  place  outside  in  which  a 
policy  could  be  administered  and  laws  per- 
fected. I  think  the  real  point  at  which  the 
country  will  be  brought  up  is  the  state  into 
which  the  Lower  Chamber  is  getting  —  and 
will  get,  because  we  are  not  at  the  end  of  it 
yet.  It  is  not  the  first  time  it  has  been  said 
that  this  state  really  has  proved  what  has  been 
foreseen  by  public  men  of  far  longer  standing 
than  myself — that  party  govemmeut,  as  carried 
on  in  Mew  Zealand,  in  the  state  into  which  it  has 
now  drifted,  has  become  impossible,  and  that 
some  other  system  must  be  originated  or  adopted 
— I  care  not  which — in  order  that  satisfactory 
government  for  the  people  of  the  country  may  be 
arrived  at,  and  that  the  Government  may  be  able, 
apart  from  the  tremendous  pressure  put  upon 
it  from  all  sides  of  the  colony  and  of  this  House, 
to  carry  on  the  administration  honestly  and  for 
the  real  welfare  of  the  people  they  govern.  All 
sides  of  the  House  must  admit  that.  In  fact, 
they  all  admit  the  utter  emptiness  of  the  shams 
of  older  countries  into  which  we  have  drifted, 
with  the  endless  mockery  of  those  forms  and 
siiams ;  and  whether  an  actual  reform  of  anotlter 
place  would,  by  placing  the  members  constituting 
that  Chamber  in  a  position  of  responsibility  to 
larpe  constituencies  in  the  colony,  thereby  tend 
to  improve  this  Chamber  or  not,  of  course  I  can- 
not say.  But  we  cannot  stand  still  where  we  are. 
I  would  go  the  whole  length  in  my  admiration  of 
the  mover  of  this  Bill,  and  am  perhaps  carried 
away  by  that  admiration  of  the  views  he  expressed 
— that  theie  should  be  only  one  great  Chamber, 
really  responsible  to  the  people,  which  must  feel 
its  own  responsibility  by  not  being  able  to  remove 
therefrom  the  perfectujg  of  the  laws,  and  practi- 
cally the  government  of  this  country.  And  thus, 
brought  up  by  that  responsibility — which  we  can- 
not shift  on  to  others — we  shall  get  out  of  the  in- 
utile position  in  which  we  are  at  the  present  time. 
There  must  be  in  the  mind  of  errry  thinking  man 
in  this  House  the  feeling  that,  do  as  he  will  and 
feel  as  he  may,  he  cannot  perform  his  duty  con- 
scientiously. He  knows  and  feels  that  his  work  in 
this  Parliament  is  no  use  at  oil.  Ho  must  feel  that 
his  life  here  of  three  months  or  six  months  in  the 
^ear  is  a  sacrifice  at  the  expense  of  hi^  own  time 
m  which  he  should  raise  himself  and  provide 
for  his  family  —  a  sacrifice  which  is  pnirfectly 
thrown  away,  because  his  efforts  to  do  good 
for  his  country  are  useless,  and  are  thwarted  by 
the  state  into  which  we  have  drifted.  That  is 
the  feeling  which  strikes  me.  It  may  be  a  feeling 
arising  from  morbidness  of  temperament ;  but 
can  any  honorable  member,  who  has  been  in  the 
House  three  or  four  years,  feel  that  he  has  helped 
the  country  in  any  degree — that  it  has  been  a 
matter  of  pride  to  him,  that  he  will  be  glad  to 
remember  at  any  future  time,  that  for  three  or 
four  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  Legislature 
of  New  Zealand  ?  It  is  idle  to  say  it  is  the 
Mr,  2Je  Lautour 


fault  of  one  side  or  the  fault  of  another.  Such 
crises  are  not  the  faults  of  indiTiduais.  They 
are  the  natural  outgrowth  of  that  which  is 
now  no  longer  adaptable  to  the  work  which  it 
once  discharged  with  some  degree  of  perfection. 
There  is  no  standing  still  in  these  nmtters.  I 
venture  to  think  the  time  has  now  come  when 
we  must  effect  a  radical  reform  in  the  Constitu- 
tion, leading  to  greater  perfection  in  government. 
I  do  not  wish  that  any  feeble  words  of  mine 
should  in  any  degree  pale  the  speech  which  fell 
from  the  mover  of  this  Bill.  To  my  mind  it  waa 
a  speech  that  will  be  remembered,  not  only  by 
this  House,  but  by  the  people  of  Kew  Zealand, 
for  many  years  to  come.  The  day  will  arrive 
when,  although  there  is  not  to-night  an  enthu- 
siastic audience  in  this  Chamber,  the  people  of 
New  Zealand  will  recognize  the  utterances  of  one 
whose  heart  and  mind  are  wrapped  up  prophetic- 
ally in  the  best  interests  of  this  country.  I  was 
not  disappointed,  and  I  venture  to  think  these 
words  will  not  altogether  fall  to  the  ground.  As 
to  the  rejuvenation  of  the  Legislative  Coundl 
which  the  Minister  has  told  us  is  constantly 
going  on  by  the  infusion  of  new  blood,  I  would 
venture  to  point  out  to  him  that  in  many  of  these 
cases  the  creations  are  creations  of  the  Council 
itself.  Let  us  take  the  last  instance.  An  honor- 
able member  of  the  Legislative  Council  comes 
down  to  this  House  and  calls  another  gentleman 
to  fill  his  place  in  that  Council.  That  instance 
of  creation  is  very  typical  of  what  is  going  on 
in  the  rejuvenation  of  that  Chamber.  It  is  a  sort 
of  rejuvenation  which  is  not  at  all  indicative 
of  any  infusion  of  popular  sentiment  into  that 
Chamber.  It  is  merely  a  shuffling  of  the  pack ; 
and  the  oftener  it  is  shuffled  the  worse  the  result 
is.  I  have  no  wish  to  delay  the  House,  or  in  any 
way  to  mar  the  utterances  which  have  fallen  here 
to-night.  I  was  unwilling  that  such  a  question 
should  be  allowed  to  be  adjourned  without  some 
feeble  expression  of  my  mind  on  the  subject ;  for 
I  do  feel  that  we  must  face  the  position  in  the 
interests  of  New  Zealand. 

Mr.  TOMOANA.— I  should  like  to  have  this 
Bill  translated,  that  I  may  know  what  is  in  it. 
This  Bill  contains  some  very  important  principles 
indeed.  Whatever  benefits  will  accrue  from  this 
Bill  will  not  accrue  to  one  race,  but  to  both. 
That  is  why  I  express  the  desire  to  have  it 
translated.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the 
Parliament  in  England  is  different  from  the 
Parliament  in  New  Zealand  as  constituted  at 
present.  Perhaps  the  members  of  the  Upper 
House  in  England  are  great  cldefs.  If  this  Bill 
passes,  it  may  provide  that  this  House  shall  hare 
the  same  power  of  framing  laws  as  the  other  has. 
There  is  another  feature  that  I  should  like  to 
point  out.  There  may  be  some  persons  who  at- 
tempt to  get  into  this  House,  and,  not  being 
returned,  the  Government  may  take  it  upon 
themselves  to  call  them  to  the  Upper  House. 

Mr.  THOMSON  moved  the  adjournment  of  the 
debate. 

Agreed  to. 

Mr.  MURRAY  said  the  House  should  not 
countenance  the  bringing-forward  of  these  revo- 
lutionary and  theoretical  motions  at  this  period  of 
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the  setsion,  when  honorahle  members  had  a  great 
deal  of  business  to  get  through.  The  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames  had  had  au  opportunity  of 
stating  his  case  to  the  House  and  the  country,  and 
nothing  more  would  come  of  it  this  session.  The 
countrj  was  not  ripe  for  any  such  change.  In 
order  to  allow  of  the  pressing  business  of  the 
country  being  proceeded  with,  he  would  move, 
That  the  debate  be  adjourned  for  three  weeks. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  apprehended  that  the  object 
of  the  amendment  was  to  shelre  this  question. 
It  would  have  been  more  honorable  and  dignified 
if  the  honorable  gentleman  had  tried  to  efiect 
that  object  on  the  motion  itself.  The  honorable 
member  had  told  them  that  these  were  rerolu- 
tionary  theories.  If  there  was  any  honorable 
member  who  brought  forward  revolutionary 
theories  and  crotchets  innumerable,  it  was  the 
honorable  member  himself.  The  proposal  of  an 
electiye  Upper  House  was  no  new  theory  by  any 
means.  The  honorable  member  for  Bruce  had 
told  his  constituents  that  he  bad  only  one  object 
in  coming  into  the  House,  and  that  was  to  pats  the 
Drainage  Bill.  The  sooner  that  Bill  was  passed 
and  the  honorable  member  took  his  departure 
the  better.  He  (Mr.  Speight)  did  not  agree  with 
the  electire  Upper  House  as  proposed  by  this 
Bill,  as  he  thought  it  was  too  radical ;  but  the 
principle  of  the  Bill  was  one  that  the  country 
called  for,  and  would  force  upon  the  consideration 
of  the  House  sooner  or  later.  There  was  a  good 
principle  inyolyed  in  the  proposal,  and,  no  matter 
now  honorable  members  might  deal  with  it  at 
the  present  time,  the  colony  would  speak  out 
loudly  upon  the  subject.  He  had  expressed  a 
few  days  since  the  idea  that  the  Upper  House 
should  represent  property,  and  that,  in  any 
change  that  was  maae,  some  consideration  for 
that  principle  ought  to  be  borne  in  mind.  The 
particular  feature  he  objected  to  in  this  Bill  was 
that  which  made  the  same  class  of  electors  elect 
the  Upper  and  the  Lower  Houses. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  honorable  gentle- 
man  was  discussing  the  principle  of  the  BiU. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  House  had  decided 
that  the  debate  should  be  adjourned,  and  the 
only  question  was  as  to  the  time  to  which  it 
should  be  adjourned. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  thought  that  the  adjournment 
should  be  to  the  earliest  possible  period,  so  that 
the  Bill  might  be  discussed  and  approved  of  or 
rejected. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  thought  honorable  mem- 
bers should  allow  the  Bill  to  be  discussed,  as  it 
was  one  of  yery  great  importance,  and  one  that 
would  be  forced  upon  their  attention.  He  hoped 
the  honorable  member  for  Bruce  would  act 
honorably  and  fairly,  and  not  attempt  to  sholye 
the  BiU.  He  would  support  the  adjournment  of 
the  debate  until  this  day  week. 

Major  ATKINSON  hoped  the  House  would 
support  the  adjournment  of  the  debate  until  this 
day  three  weeks,  seeing  that  a  number  of  Bills, 
and  the  financial  proposals  of  the  Goyemment, 
had  yet  to  be  considered.  They  knew  that  the 
finances  were  in  a  most  unsatisfactory  condition, 
and  it  was  quite  certain  that  the  only  possible 
time  they  had  to  spend  on  legislation  most  be 


taken  up  almost  entirely  in  considering  the  im- 
portant GoTemment  measures  before  the  House. 
If  they  spent  a  week  in  discussing  this  Bill  it 
would  not  be  udranced  any  further  than  at  pre- 
sent. It  was  a  measure  that  could  not  be  dealt 
with  in  one  session.  The  honorable  member  who 
had  introduced  it  had  laid  his  yiews  before  the 
House  and  the  country  ;  and  in  another  session, 
when  they  had  time,  they  might  go  into  the  sub- 
ject. The  honorable  member  knew  that  it  was 
absolutely  impossible  to  dispose  of  the  question 
this  session.  He  appealed  to  honorable  gentle- 
men to  address  themselres  to  the  consideration, 
of  the  business  that  must  be  disposed  of,  and 
giye  honorable  members  who  had  Bills  on  the 
Paper  some  prospect  of  getting  those  measures 
through  the  House.  It  was  quite  certain  the 
House  would  not  stop  beyond  the  first  or  second 
week  in  December,  and  it  would  take  all  that 
time  to  do  the  business  they  were  called  upon  to 
do,  it  they  did  their  duty  to  the  country.  He 
trusted  the  House  would -agree  to  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  debate  for  three  weeks :  it  was  im- 
possible to  carry  the  measure  this  session. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  would  object  to  the  amend- 
ment. He  would  prefer  that  the  House  should 
sit  up  all  night  and  dispose  of  the  Bill.  The 
matter  bad  been  clearly  and  fully  brought  before 
the  House,  and  consequently  before  the  people  of 
New  Zealand,  and  something  might  come  from 
this  Bill  during  the  next  session  of  Parliament. 
He  thought  it  was  high  time  that  something 
should  be  done  towards  the  reconstruction  of  the 
Upper  House,  but  agreed  with  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Auckland  City  East  that  some  simpler  and 
belter  mode  could  be  deyised  than  that  now  pro- 
posed. Whateyer  might  be  his  own  yiews  on  the 
subject,  it  was  a  very  general  wish  in  all  parts  of 
his  constituency  that  the  question  of  the  consti- 
tution of  the  Legislatiye  Council  should  be  dealt 
with  immediately;  and  he  hoped  the  honorable 
member  for  Brace  would  withdraw  his  amend- 
ment, and  that  the  House  would  dispose  of  the 
matter  at  once.  His  own  opinion  was  in  fayour 
of  this  House  being  the  body  which  should  elect 
the  Legislative  Council. 

Mr.  SWANSON,  as  time  seemed  to  be  the 
principal  object,  would  suggest  that  the  discussion 
should  be  taken  on  Saturday.  He  could  hardly 
realize  the  idea  of  a  candidate  stumping  the 
North  Island  from  one  end  to  the  other,  and  can- 
yassing  for  votes :  he  would  be  pretty  well  for- 
gotten at  one  end  before  he  arrived  at  the  other. 
Nearly  the  whole  of  the  three  years  might  be 
taken  up  in  the  endeavour  to  see  the  yoters.  Some 
good  might  result  from  honorable  members  ex- 
pressing their  opinions  on  the  Bill,  but  he  could 
not  conoeiye  what  use  there  would  be  in  passing 
it,  because  it  could  not  become  law  without  the 
other  House  a^rreeing  to  it,  and  he  fancied  that 
the  present  Legislatiye  Council  were  not  likely  to 
vote  themselves  out  of  existence.  He  thought 
they  would  haye  to  be  bought  out— some  com- 
pensation clause  introduced.  He  could  not  quite 
see  how  the  question  was  going  to  be  dealt  with 
practically ;  but  there  could  be  no  harm  in  talk- 
ing it  oyer.  It  was  certain  that  the  people  were 
thinking  a  grtat  deal  about  it. 
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Mr.  SUTTON  said  the  Bill  proyided  tbe  ma- 
cbinery  for  a  new  Legislative  Council,  but  did 
not  provide  any  means  for  doing  awaj  with  the 
existing  Council. 

Mr.  LUNDON  hoped  the  honorable  member 
for  Bruce  would  withdraw  his  amendment,  and 
that  the  Bill  would  be  allowed  to  take  its  course 
and  share  the  fate  of  those  innocents  which  might 
have  to  be  slaughtered  at  the  end  of  the  session. 
As  the  Colonial  Treasurer  said,  there  was  a  great 
deal  to  do,  and  there  was  no  possibility  of  passing 
the  Bill  this  session.  The  country  wanted  lands 
opened  up,  and  roads  and  bridges  constructed,  and 
members  wanted  to  get  home.  He  hoped  therefore 
the  debate  would  be  adjourned  till  Wednesday, 
when  the  Bill  would  come  on  the  same  as  other 
measures. 

Question  put,  "That  the  words  'Wednesday 
next '  stand  part  of  the  motion  ;"  upon  which  a 
division  was  called  for,  with  the  following  re- 
sult :— 

Ayes         ...         22 

Noes         20 


Majority  for 


2 


Mr.  Ballance, 
Mr.  Barron, 
Mr.  J.  B.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Q«orge, 
Mr.  Gisbome, 
Sir  a.  Grey, 
Mr.  Hutchison, 
Mr.  Lundon, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Moss, 
Mr.  Reeves, 
Mr.  Beid, 

Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Bain, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Captain  Colbeck, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Oliver, 
Mr.  Pitt, 
Mr.  Pykc, 
Mr.  BoUeston, 
Mr.  Saunders, 

For, 
Mr.  Allwright, 
Mr.  Andrews, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Ireland, 
Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  McDonald, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Stewart, 
Mr.  Tawhai, 
Major  Te  Wheoro, 
Mr.  Tumbull. 

Mr,  Swanson 


Atbs. 

Mr.  Seddon, 
Mr.  Sbephard, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Speight, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Tainui, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  Tomoana. 

Teli^rs, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Thomson. 

Noes. 

Mr.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Colonel  Trimble, 
Mr.  Wakefield, 
Major  WUlis, 
Mr.  Wright. 


I 


Tellers, 
\  Mr.  McLean, 
!  Mr.  Murray. 

Paibs. 

Against. 
Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Studholme, 
Captain  Russell, 
Mr.  Richardson, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Mr.  Fulton, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  Moorhouse, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 
Mr.  Leyin, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Richmond, 
Mr.  Driver. 


The  amendment  was  consequently  agreed  to, 
and  the  debate  adjourned  until  Wechiesday  next 

The  House  adjourned  at  one  o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Friday,  I4th  November,  1879. 


Fint  Readine  —  Second  Beadion  —  Third  Beftdings  — 
Middle  Island  Maoris — Middle  Island  Natire  Doeton 
—  Eaiapoi  Natire  Reserres  —  WelHnjrton  Bailway 
Station  —  Timam  Gonntj  —  Loeal  BiUs  —  Harbour 
Defencea— Fencing  BilL 

The  Hon.  the  Speaesb  took  the  chair  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 

Pbatebb. 

FIRST  READING. 
Ashburton  County  Council  Waterworks  BilL 

SECOND  READINGS. 
District  Law  Societies  Bill,  Primitire  Metho- 
dist Temporal  Ai&irs  Bill. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Elections  Validation  Bill,  District  Law   So- 
cieties Bill. 

MIDDLE  ISLAND  MAORIS. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TAIAROA  asked  the  Hon.  the 
Attorney-General,  Whether  the  Government  will 
take  into  their  consideration  the  case  of  the  old 
decrepit  Maori  men  and  women  in  the  Middle 
Island — many  of  whom  are  destitute — and  afford 
them  some  relief?  Some  of  these  people  did 
receiye  gratuilies  from  the  GoTemment,  but 
there  were  many  farther  south  than  Eaii^Kii  who 
did  not  receive  anything  at  all,  and  they  were,  in 
many  instances,  in  a  very  sad  condition. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  said  the  Govern- 
ment had  already  provided  for  a  number  of  in- 
digent Maoris  out  of  the  Native  "Contingencies" 
vote,  and,  if  there  were  any  cases  known  to  the 
honorable  gentleman  which  had  not  been  relieved, 
and  he  forwarded  a  list  of  these  cases  to  the  €b- 
vemment,  they  would  be  taken  into  consideration. 
As  to  the  general  question  whether  all  indigent 
Maoris  should  be  provided  for  by  the  State,  it 
was  a  matter  of  weighty  consideration,  but  would 
receive  the  attention  of  the  Government. 

MIDDLE  ISLAND  NATIVE  DOCTORS. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TAIAROA  asked  the  Hon.  the 
Attomey-G^eral, — (1)  What  the  GK)ven]menl 
intend  to  do  with  regard  to  the  Native  medical 
attendants  in  the  Middle  Island — whether  they 
will  pay  them  regular  salaries  as  Native  medicid 
officers,  and  also  defray  tbe  cost  of  medicinee ;  (2) 
whether  the  doctors  who  attend  the  Natives  at 
the  present  time  are  paid  by  Government ;  and 
(3),  if  so,  if  it  is  their  duty  only  to  attend  the 
destitute,  and  not  those  possessing  means  among 
the  Maori  people?  He  was  aware  that  in  some 
cases  the  doctors  did  receire  salaries,  and  he 
thought  it  was  better  that  they  thould  all  be 
placed  on  the  same  footing. 
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The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  said  there  were 
already  four  medical  attendants  for  the  Maoris 
in  the  Middle  Island  irho  received  salaries,  and 
five  others  were  provided  for  out  of  the  Natives 
Beserves  Fund.  The  duty  of  the  doctors  was  t^ 
attend  destitute  Natives,  and  supply  them  with 
medicine. 

KAIAPOI  NATIVE  RESERVES. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TAIAROA  asked  the  Hon.  the 
Attorney-Qeneral,  Whether  the  Qovernment  have 
brought  "The  Kaiapoi  Native  Reserves  Act, 
1877>"  into  operation ;  if  so,  whether  any  steps 
have  been  taken,  or  are  likely  to  be  taken,  to 
have  a  sitting  of  the  Native  liand  Court  held,  to 
inquire  into  particulars  respecting  the  Natives 
entitled  to  the  land  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  replied  that  the 
£aiapoi  Native  Reserves  Act  had  been  brought 
into  force,  and  an  Order  in  Council,  dated  the 
4th  October,  1879,  had  been  issued,  directing  the 
Native  Land  Court  to  adjudicate  on  the  matter. 
The  Proclamation  would  be  found  in  Gazette 
No.  107,  page  14.34. 

WELLINGTON  RAILWAY  STATION. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  asked  the 
Hon.  the  Attomey-G-eneral,  When  the  Q-ovem- 
ment  intend  to  construct  a  railway  station  on  the 
reclaimed  land  in  the  City  of  Wellington,  and  if 
any  site  has  been  selected  for  that  purpose  P  He 
said  the  importance  of  the  matter  must  be  his 
excuse  for  putting  the  question  upon  the  Order 
Paper.  Some  time  ago  certain  promises  were 
made  to  the  people  of  Wellington  that  a  work  of 
this  kind  should  be  done,  but  as  yet  there  was  no 
sign  of  that  promise  being  fulfilled. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  said  the  Govern- 
ment intended  to  construct  the  station.  A  site 
had  been  selected,  but  had  not  been  absolutely 
determined  upon,  because  its  fitness  must  depend 
to  some  extent  upon  where  the  principal  station 
was  placed.  An  appropriation  for  the  work 
would  be  proposed,  and  the  work  would  be  pro- 
ceeded with. 

TIMARU  COUNTY. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  ACLAND,  in  moving  the  motion 
standing  in  his  name,  said  honorable  members 
would  recollect  that  some  days  since  he  put  a 
question  to  the  Attorney- General  as  to  whether  the 
Proclamation  of  the  proposed  new  county,  dated 
the  2nd  October,  1879,  would  come  into  force 
at  the  end  of  the  present  session,  unless  a  resolu- 
tion were  passed  by  both  Houses  of  the  General 
Assembly  to  the  effect  that  such  new  county  should 
not  be  constituted.  The  answer  was  that  the  Act 
was  doubtful  upon  the  point,  and  (hat  the  whole 
matter  would  have  to  be  determined  by  a  Court  of 
law.  That  appeared  to  him  (Mr.  Acland)  to  be 
an  unsatisfactory  state  of  things.  It  showed  at 
once  that  the  Counties  Act  required  alteration. 
If  the  construction  of  the  Act  was  that  **  next 
sitting*'  meant  the  next  sitting  of  the  House, 
it  was  a  very  dangerous  construction,  because  it 
would  give  any  Ministry  power,  if  they  so  wished, 
to  proclaim  a  county  just  before  the  end  of  the 
session,  and  thus  take  away  from  the  Assembly 
th«  aibility  to  prevent  the  constitution  of  such  a 
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county.  However,  in  this  case,  the  county  was 
proclaimed  a  few  days  after  the  session  com- 
menced, and  there  had  been  plenty  of  time  to 
think  over  the  matter.  The  only  question  was, 
whether  this  session  was  the  time  for  the  Parlia- 
ment to  veto  the  constitution  of  the  county,  or 
whether  it  should  bo  done  next  session.  Still, 
there  was  a  doubt  in  the  matter;  and,  if  the 
session  concluded  without  a  motion  of  the  kind  he 
had  brought  forward  being  passed,  the  question 
would  have  to  be  remitted  to  a  Court  of  law. 
That  meant  putting  the  County  Council  to  a 
grievous  expense,  and  it  was  undesirable  that  the 
local  bodies  should  be  put  to  any  expense  for  such 
a  purpose.  That,  in  itself,  was  quite  sufficient 
reason  for  passing  the  resolution  ;  but  it  was  not 
the  only  reason  which  existed.  No  doubt  the 
petition  presented  was  in  proper  form,  and  three- 
fifths  of  the  ratepayers  in  the  district  proposed  to 
be  created  into  a  county  did  assent  to  it ;  but  the 
residents  in  other  parts  of  the  present  Geraldine 
County  had  the  greatest  possible  objection  to  the 
propoMd.  This  petition  was  presented  on  the 
4th  July,  and  the  immediate  result  of  that  was 
that  the  residents  of  the  adjoining  riding  of 
Mount  Cook  got  up  a  petition  to  have  their 
riding  constituted  into  a  county  also.  For  that 
there  was  a  special  reason.  The  members  of  the 
new  County  of  Timaru,  which  had  been  the  Levels 
Riding,  found  their  district  was  not  sufficiently 
large  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  Act,  and 
so  it  occurred  to  them  it  would  be  a  good  thing 
to  go  into  the  next  riding  and  st-eala  bit  of  their 
neighbour's  county  in  order  to  secure  the  neces- 
sary amount  of  territory.  The  next  riding  hap- 
pened to  be  the  Mount  Cook  Riding.  Mount  Cook 
Riding  then  presented  a  petition  to  be  constituted 
a  county,  and  the  part  of  the  county  proposed  to 
be  annexed  presented  a  petition,  signed  by  three- 
fifths  of  the  ratepayers,  asking  that  they  should 
not  be  included  in  the  new  County  of  Timaru,  but 
in  the  new  County  of  the  Levels.  He  believed 
the  Levels  did  not  wish  to  break  up  the  county, 
but  they  objected  to  the  new  County  of  Timaru 
being  constituted.  The  same  feeling  was  exhi- 
bited in  another  part  of  the  county.  Mount  Peel, 
from  which  he  had  presented  a  petition  against 
the  constitution  of  the  new  county  and  against 
the  old  county  being  broken  up.  It  would  be 
a  great  pity  if  the  county  were  broken  up.  In 
its  present  condition  it  was  of  sufficient  size  to 
carry  on  public  works ;  but,  if  it  were  broken  up 
and  every  Road  Board  were  allowed  to  become  a 
county,  there  would  not  be  sufficient  strength  to 
carry  on  tlie  works.  He  felt  very  strongly  on  the 
subject.  He  did  not  think  it  desirable  that  the 
counties  should  be  so  broken  up,  and  that  mere 
Road  Boards  should  be  intrusted  with  the  large 
powers  that  the  counties  had.  Therefore  he  hoped 
this  matter  would,  at  any  rate,  be  postponed  till 
next  session,  when  the  parties  might,  if  they 
wished,  again  petition  for  the  constitution  of  this 
now  county.  Therefore  he  moved  the  motion 
standing  in  his  name. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "  That, 
in  the  opinion  of  this  Council,  the  proposed  new 
County  of  Timaru  should  not  be  constituted/'— 
{Hon,  Mr.  Aoland.) 
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The  Hon.  Colonel  BRETT  asked  the  Attorney- 
General  if  the  Act  did  not  provide  for  this  mat- 
ter. He  would  be  glad  to  Know,  because  there 
was  now  a  petition  on  the  subject  before  the 
Petitions  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  said  the  proposal 
before  the  Council  was  strictly  in  accordance  with 
law.  New  counties  could,  under  the  Act,  be  con- 
stituted under  certain  conditions,  and  in  this 
case  those  conditions  had  been  complied  with ; 
but  a  new  county  could  not  be  constituted  if 
resolutions  against  it  were  passed  by  both  Houses 
of  Parliament.  In  consequence  of  that  provision, 
he  presumed,  his  honorable  friend  had  proposed 
this  resolution.  

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  said  he  had 
been  unable  to  come  to  a  satisfactory  conclusion 
M  to  the  merits  of  this  matter,  but,  speaking 
generally,  he  was  opposed  to  the  policy  of  sub- 
dividing  counties,  and  more  disposed  to  merge 
one  or  two  of  t^e  present  counties  into  one 
larger  county,  in  many  instances.  Some  of  the 
counties  were  very  little  larger  than  ordinary 
road  districts,  and  it  was  inconvenient  that  the 
county  system  should  be  allowed  to  be  reduced  to 
tuch  a  caricature.  As  to  the  point  which  the 
honorable  gentleman  had  raised  with  reference  to 
the  Proclamation,  and  whether  or  not  it  was  to 
take  effect  after  the  next  session  or  after  the  next 
sittine-day,  he  confessed  he  had  been  entirely  in- 
Tolved  in  a  legal  maze  ever  since  the  question 
was  first  raised.  The  Government  to  which  he 
had  belonged  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
"  next  sitting "  meant  next  session ;  but  high 
legal  opinions  were  afterwards  given  in  a  contrary 
direction ;  and  at  last  the  Government  decided 
to  comply  with  the  form  of  laying  the  Proclama- 
tion  on  the  table,  leaving  it  to  the  Parh'ament 
to  decide  whether  or  not  the  county  should  be 
constituted,  and  they  therefore  took  the  second 
adyice,  which  appeared  to  be  most  generally 
accepted.  Then,  it  was  a  moot  point  whether  the 
word  "  may,*'  in  clause  14  of  the  Act,  should  not 
be  read  "  must,"  but  he  apprehended  it  was  not 
the  intention  of  the  Legislature  to  throw  upon 
the  Government  the  responsibility  of  deciding  a 
matter  in  one  direction,  in  order  that  the  deci- 
sion might  afterwards  be  reversed  by  Parliament. 
The  proper  place  for  the  Government  to  declare 
their  views  would  be  in  Parliament.  He  was 
doubtful  whether  the  view  adopted  by  the  pro- 
moters should  be  allowed  to  be  carried  out,  but, 
inasmuch  as  he  had  not  heard  the  arguments  in 
favour  of  it,  he  would  suspend  his  judgment  for 
the  time  being :  perhaps  some  information  would 
be  obtainable  in  the  other  House.  All  the  late 
Government  did  was  to  say  that  the  application 
was  in  proper  form,  and  they  issued  the  Procla- 
mation m  tne  way  prescribed  by  law. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  any  information  as  to  the  advantage 
of  establishing  this  county,  shoidd  vote  for  the 
resolution  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Acland.  He  thought 
the^  ought  to  have  positive  information  that  the 
division  was  necessary  before  they  assented  to 
ihe  proposal.  Otherwise  the  result  would  be  that 
they  would  see  the  counties  dwindle  down  to  the 
duties  of  Road  Boards,  and  so  the  spirit)  if  not 
Son*  Mr,  Aelcmd 


the  letter,  of  the  Act  would  be  entirely  destroyed. 
As  regarded  this  power  of  altering  counties,  he 
thought  a  mistake  was  made  by  the  Legislature  in 
its  legislation'  of  1876.  He  called  attention  to 
the  circumstance  at  the  time,  and  the  correct- 
ness of  liis  views  seemed  to  be  established  by  the 
present  discussion.  Under  the  Counties  Act  the 
Proclamation  was  to  issue  upon  application  of  a 
certain  proportion  of  the  residents,  and  it  was  to 
come  into  force  unless  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment united  in  opposing  it.  It  appeared  to  him 
that  that  was  reversing  the  proper  order  of  things. 
The  establishment  of  new  counties  was  a  new  act, 
and,  if  either  House  of  Parliament  was  opposed  to 
its  being  done,  then  it  ought  not  to  be  proceeded 
with.  He  thought  that  this  matter  deserved 
every  consideration  when  any  revision  of  the 
Counties  Act  was  proposed,  because,  as  honorable 
members  would  see,  tne  preponderance  of  power 
was  placed  in  the  hands  of  local  bodies,  while  the 
Legislature  was  deprived  of  that  power  usuallj 
exercised  by  Legislatures.  Unless  both  Houses 
agreed,  there  could  be  no  veto.  He  thought  the 
opposite  course  should  be  followed,  and  that,  if 
either  House  passed  a  resolution  opposing  the 
act,  it  should  be  su£Scient  to  prevent  the  erection 
of  the  new  county. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES  was  opposed  to  aoj 
question  of  this  sort  being  dealt  with  until  the 
whole  question  of  local  self-government  could  be 
entertained.  When  the  abolition  of  the  provineee 
took  place,  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment, by  the  system  of  local  self-government 
which  they  introduced,  to  anticipate  aU  the  wants 
of  localities,  and  to  provide  a  cheap  form  of  go- 
vernment ;  but,  from  the  experience  they  alread  j 
had  of  the  working  of  these  bodies,  it  was  found 
that  the  double  system  involved  the  waste  of 
a  large  amount  of  the  money  belonging  to  the 
ratepayers,  without  any  corresponding  advantage 
being  obtained.  There  were  two  staffo  of  officiiUs 
to  do  the  same  duties.  There  were  the  Chairman 
of  the  Road  Board  and  the  Chairman  of  the 
County  Council ;  members  of  Road  Boards,  mem- 
bers of  County  Councils ;  secretaries,  valuators, 
collectors,  treasurers,  and  so  forth  to  each  body : 
in  fact,  two  staffs  of  men  to  perform  precisely 
the  same  duty,  which  could  be  much  better  per- 
formed by  one  set.  He  should  vote  for  the  motion 
of  his  honorable  friend  Mr.  Acland,  because  he 
did  not  believe  it  was  proper  to  go  into  any  parUal 
change  of  the  constitution  of  counties  and  Road 
Boards  until  they  had  a  Bill  before  the  Council 
dealing  with  the  whole  subject.  Let  them  either 
sweep  away  counties  altogether,  and  establish 
Road  Boards  to  do  the  whole  work ;  or  let  the 
Road  Boards  be  abolished,  and  the  whole  power 
be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  counties.  He 
hoped  the  time  was  not  far  distant  when  the 
whole  subject  would  receive  consideration  at  ihe 
hands  of  the  Government  and  Parliament. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  thought  that  this 
county  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  be  constituted 
at  present,  as  there  were  strong  reasons  against  it. 
In  the  first  place,  he  presumed  that  the  question 
of  local  self-government  would  have  to  be  con- 
sidered carefiUly  by  the  Government  of  the  day, 
and  probably  some  comprehensive  measure  would 
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be  introduced  on  tbe  subject  next  session.  No 
doubt  there  was  a  considerable  amount  of  dis- 
satisfaction in  the  country,  and  it  had  arrived 
at  that  point  that  the  Government  would  be 
compelled  to  deal  with  it.  It  might  complicate 
matters  if  this  new  county  were  now  constituted ; 
and  it  would  be  better  not  to  complicate  them 
until  the  question  was  determined  whether  the 
counties  and  Road  Boards  were  to  be  continued 
in  their  present  form  or  under  some  new  form. 
It  also  appeared  to  him  that  in  this  instance  the 
Council  was  not  in  possession  of  such  facts  as 
would  enable  it  to  judge  whether  this  new  county 
should  be  constituted  or  not.  Tlie  Hon.  Colonel 
Whitmore  had  alluded  to  what  had  taken  place 
between  himself  and  that  honorable  gentleman 
last  session  with  regard  to  the  new  County  of 
Cambridge.  At  the  request  of  his  constituents 
he  pressed  the  honorable  and  gallant  gentleman 
Tery  much  to  declare  that  new  county  during 
the  session  of  the  Assembly.  The  Hon.  Colon^ 
Whitmore  raised  several  objections  which  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  very  reasonable,  and  he 
ceased  to  press  it.  It  seemed  to  him  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  had  done  what  was  perfectly 
right  in  refusing  to  comply  with  his  request  to 
declare  the  new  county  at  that  time.  As  to  the 
word  "  may,"  he  did  not  think  it  could  be  read  as 
"must."  The  Act  cast  a  duty  on  the  Q-OTern- 
ment  to  say  whether,  in  their  opinion,  a  new 
county  should  be  constituted  or  not :  it  was  quite 
optional  with  them  what  to  do.  The  question 
arising  in  section  15  of  the  Act  was  whether  the 
word  **  sitting  "  meant  "  session."  He  must  con- 
fess that  the  word  "  sitting  "  appeared  to  him  to 
have  a  different  meaning  from  the  word  "  session." 
If  it  were  intended  that  the  two  words  should  be 
synonymous,  then  tbe  same  word  would  be  used 
in  the  same  clause  for  the  same  purpose.  But 
such  was  not  the  case ;  and,  however  construed,  a 
difficulty  would  still  arise.  A  motion  might  be 
placed  on  the  Order  Paper  on  the  Tery  last  day 
of  a  session,  and  the  Legislature  would  therefore 
be  unable  to  do  what  was  contemplated — namely, 
express  an  opinion  upon  it.  It  appeared  to  him 
that  they  were  not  sufficiently  informed  on  the 
Bubjeot,  and  litigation  might  be  the  result  if  this 
new  county  were  now  declared.  They  might  only 
do  a  mischief  to  the  district  altogether  if  they 
were  to  come  to  the  determination  that  this 
county  should  come  into  existence.  It  would 
therefore  be  far  better  to  let  the  matter  stand 
over  until  next  session,  to  see  if  the  Q-ovemment 
were  going  to  deal  comprehensively  with  the 
whole  question  of  local  self-government.  He 
would  support  the  motion  of  the  honorable 
member. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  would  like 
the  honorable  and  learned  gentleman  to  soy  what 
would  be  the  legal  effect  if  the  Council  passed 
this  resolution,  and  a  similar  resolution  were  not 
agreed  to  by  the  other  House.  He  objected  to 
these  bodies  being  allowed  to  reproduce  them- 
selves by  fission. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  said  that,  unless 
both  Houses  passed  a  resolution  of  this  kind,  the 
legal  effect  would  be  that  the  county  would  come 
into  existence.     If  both  Houses  expressed  an 


opinion  that  this  new  county  should  not  come 
into  existence,  then  it  would  not  come  into 
existence.  A  similar  resolution  was  on  the  Order 
Paper  of  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature. 

The  Hon.  Captain  ERASER  considered  that 
further  information  was  required  before  the 
Council  came  to  a  decision  in  the  matter,  and 
begged  to  move.  That  the  debate  be  adjourned 
until  Tuesday  next. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  said  that, 
as  nothing  had  been  said  on  the  other  side,  it 
was  probable  he  should  Tote  for  the  motion  of 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Acland ;  for  it  might  be  an  in- 
justice to  those  who  had  not  had  full  time  to 
instruct  some  honorable  member  to  state  their 
case,  if  the  Council  were  hurriedly  to  decide  the 
question  in  the  absence  of  any  justification  which 
there  might  be  in  the  case.  It  was  only  just  to 
allow  a  reasonable  time,  and  he  would  therefore 
support  the  motion  for  the  adjournment  of  the 
debate. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  would  support  the 
motion  for  adjournment,  on  the  principle  that  it 
would  be  better  to  give  both  sides  an  opportunity 
of  being  heard.  When  the  debate  was  resumed, 
unless  strong  reasons  were  shown  to  the  contrary, 
he  should  be  quite  prepared  to  TOte  for  the  motion 
of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Acland. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ACLAND  would  not  oppose  the 
motion  for  adjournment.  It  would  be  understood 
that,  if  either  House  threw  out  this  resolution, 
then  the  new  county  would  come  into  existence. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  would  certainly  Tote 
for  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Acland,  on  the 
following  ground  alone :  that,  in  the  absence 
of  more  specific  infoifthation,  he  thought  it  was 
extremely  undesirable  that  the  areas  of  the  coun- 
ties as  at  present  constituted  should  be  reduced, 
unless  exceedingly  good  reasons  were  adduced  for 
the  change.  He  should  be  yery  sorry  to  see  the 
practice  commenced  of  minimizing  the  areaa  of  the 
counties,  the  object  of  past  legislation  being  that 
they  should  have  larger  powers  and  opportunities 
of  usefulness  than  the  Road  Boards  possessed, 
and  in  that  respect  might  be  supposed  to  succeed 
to  some  extent  to  the  responsibilities  devolying 
upon  provincial  institutions  before  these  were 
abolished.  With  regard  to  the  term  "  sitting," 
— in  the  Bill  as  originally  introduced  the  word 
"session"  was  found,  and  it  was  altered  during 
the  consideration  of  the  Bill  in  Committee  to 
"  sitting,"  in  order  to  provide  for  the  contingency 
of  a  Proclamation  being  issued  during  the  time 
the  Parliament  was  in  session.  He  thought  that, 
in  view  of  what  had  been  said  by  the  Attorney- 
G-eneral  that  the  whole  question  would  be  taken 
into  consideration  by  the  Government  during  the 
recess,  they  might  very  safely  allow  the  County  of 
Timaru  to  remain  as  at  present.  He  assumed 
that,  as  a  matter  of  practice,  if  this  resolution 
were  agreed  to,  it  would,  in  the  ordinary  course, 
be  transmitted  to  the  other  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature, and  its  concurrence  invited  therein. 

Motion  for  adjournment  of  debate  agreed  to. 

LOCAL  BILLS. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER,  in  movine  the 
motion  standing  in  his  name|  said  he  need  nol 
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reccpitulate  what  had  taken  place  on  this  subject. 
A  number  of  Bills  were  coming  up  from  the  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature,  and  it  was  impera- 
tive that  something  should  be  done  in  order  to 
clear  off  this  work.  There  were,  in  point  of  fact, 
twelre  Bills  that  had  not  been  considered  by 
a  Committee  at  all,  and  were  now  watting  to 
be  dealt  with.  It  was  suggested  that  an  altera- 
tion should  be  made  in  one  clause,  to  the  effect 
that  the  Hon.  the  Speaker  should  ascertain  who 
was  in  charge  of  the  various  Bills,  and  who  would 
moTO  the  second  reading ;  but  he  understood  tliis 
was  already  I  he  practice. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "  That 
all  Bills,  not  being  private  Bills,  affecting  par- 
ticular localities  only,  shall  be  referred  to  one  of 
the  several  Committees  to  be  appointed  as  here- 
inafter provided. 

"The  following  members  of  the  Council  — 
namely,  (1)  the  Hon.  Mr.  Acland,  (2)  the  Hon. 
Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell,  (3)  the  Hon.  Mr.  Gt.  Buckley, 
(4)  the  Hon.  Mr.  Edwards,  (5)  the  Hon.  Captain 
Fraser,  (6)  the  Hon.  Mr.  Gray,  (7)  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Holmes,  (8)  the  Hon.  Mr.  G.  B.  Johnson, 
(9)  the  Hon.  Mr.  J.  Johnston,  (10)  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Mantell,  (II)  the  Hon.  Mr.  Menzies,  (12)  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Miller,  (13)  the  Hon.  Mr.  Paterson, 
(14)  the  Hon.  Mr.  Peter,  (15)  the  Hon.  Dr. 
Pollen,  (16)  the  Hon.  Mr.  Beynolds,  (17)  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Scotknd,  (18)  the  Hon.  Mr.  Water- 
house,  (19)  the  Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore,  (20) 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Wilson,  (21)  the  Hon.  Mr.  Wood 
--shall  be  divided  by  the  Hon.  the  Speaker  into 
three  Committees  of  seven  members  each.  Each 
Committee  shall  elect  a  Chairman  ;  three  to  be  a 
quorum. 

"  When  a  Bill  has  been  read  a  first  time,  the 
Hon.  the  Speaker  shall,  if  in  his  opinion  it  is  a 
local  Bill,  refer  the  same  to  one  of  such  Commit- 
tees. References  shall  be  to  the  several  Com- 
mittees in  rotation.  The  several  Committees  to 
have  power  to  call  for  persons  and  papers. 

"The  Committee  to  whom  a  Bill  is  referred 
shall  determine  whether  the  same  comes  within 
the  definition  of  a  local  Bill :  (1)  If  they  deter- 
mine that  it  is  not  a  local  Bill,  they  shall  so 
report  to  the  Council  j  (2)  If  they  determine 
that  it  is  a  local  Bill,  they  shall  then  proceed  to 
examine,  consider,  and  report  fully  to  the  Council 
thereon.  After  such  report  is  made,  a  day  may 
be  fixed  for  the  second  reading  on  motion  without 
notice. 

"The  several  local  Bills  which  have  already 
been  read  a  first  time,  and  referred  to  the  Local 
Bills  Committee  and  not  reported  on,  shall  be 
referred  by  the  Hon.  the  Speaker  to  the  several 
Committees  in  accordance  with  these  resolutions." 
—(Hon.  Mr,  Whitaker.) 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  moved  the 
addition  of  the  following  words :  "  That  no 
member  shall  serve  upon  the  Committee  during 
the  consideration  of  any  Bill  under  his  charge." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  would  ask  the 
Hon.  the  Attorney-General  to  omit  his  name 
from  the  list,  and  substitute  the  name  of  some 
other  honorable  member.  He  made  this  request 
because,  as  was  well  known,  he  held  strong 
opinions  on  the  subject,  and  was  consoientiously 
JTon.  Mr,  Whitaker 


opposed  to  the  adoption  of  a  certain  ooone  in 
dealing  with  these  Bills. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WUITMORE  thought  thafc, 
if  they  intended  to  carry  out  the  appointment 
of  this  Committee  for  the  despatch  of  business 
and  the  good  of  the  country,  they  ought  not  to 
play  with  the  matter.  Let  them  make  it  compol- 
eory  for  honorable  members  to  attend  these  Com- 
mittees. If  they  did  this  it  would  show  they 
were  in  earnest.  At  the  proper  time  he  would 
move  the  adoption  of  clauses  82  and  85  of  Uie 
Standing  Rules  and  Orders  on  Private  Bdls  of 
1862.  These  would  come  in  more  conveniently 
at  the  end  of  the  resolution.  With  regard  to  the 
general  consideration  of  the  question  of  an  honor- 
able member  in  charge  of  a  Bill  being  exempted 
or  debarred  from  attending,  he  thought  their  own 
good  sense  would  show  them  that  they  should  not 
take  part  in  voting  in  Committee  with  regard  to 
a  Bill  in  which  they  were  interested. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  explained 
that  he  wAs  unable  to  attend  the  Standing  Orders 
Committee,  being  engaged  upon  another  Com- 
mittee which  was  sitting  at  the  time ;  but,  as  the 
matter  liad  already  been  considered  by  the  Com* 
mittee,  he  was  quit«  prepared  to  abide  by  their 
decision,  and  give  the  new  arrangement  a  lair 
trial  during  the  present  session.  He  would  there- 
fore ask  leave  to  withdraw  the  amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  proposed  the 
following  amendment :  "  No  member  of  a  Com- 
mittee on  an  opposed  Bill  shall  absent  himself 
from  his  duties  thereon  except  in  case  of  sickncM 
or  by  order  of  the  House." 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  hoped  the 
Council  would  not  agree  to  the  amendment. 
While  he  should  feel  bound  to  obey  the  order  if 
it  were  agreed  to,  he  should  still  carry  out  his 
determination  not  to  do  the  kind  of  work  which 
the  proposed  three  Committees  would  charge 
honorable  members  with.  The  work  was  full  of 
difficulty ;  but  those  honorable  members  who 
were  competent  to  do  it  would,  no  doubt,  do  it 
successfully.  The  Hon.  the  Attorney-General 
had  evidently  given  a  great  deal  of  atten- 
tion to  the  subject,  and,  with  the  assistance  of 
other  honorable  members,  no  doubt  saw  his  way 
to  perform  the  work  in  a  complete  and  satis- 
factory manner ;  but,  so  far  as  he  (Sir  F.  Dillon 
Bell)  was  concerned,  he  certainly  did  not,  and 
such  an  order  would  be  futile  except  as  to  his 
attendance.  At  any  rate,  if  the  Hon.  Colonel 
Whitmore  pressed  his  amendment,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  explain  what  was  meant  by  "an 
opposed  Bill." 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  said  he  would 
strike  out  those  words.  He  merely  desired  to 
retain  those  words  which  would  secure  the  at- 
tendance of  members. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  said  that, 
even  without  those  words,  the  Council  would  be 
doing  what  was  unknown  in  any  Legislature  in 
the  world  except  with  either  private  Bills  or 
Election  Committees,  and  the  order  would  be 
perfectly  futile.  If  he  were  competent  to  assist 
in  carrying  it  out,  he  would  do  so  willingly  ;  bat 
he  had  gone  through  the  local  Bills,  and  had 
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Btadied  them  carefullj,  and  he  Baw  serious  diffi- 
culties in  which  the  Committees  would  be  placed. 
He  would  not  weary  the  Council  by  repeating  the 
reasons  which  convinced  him  that  the  Council 
would  find  it«elf  in  trouble  by  the  proposed 
system ;  but  he  hoped  the  amendment  would 
not  be  pressed. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  failed  to  appreci- 
ate the  objection  of  the  honorable  gentleman,  who 
had  for  some  time  been  sitting  on  a  Committee 
to  which  all  these  local  Bills  were  referred,  but 
who,  when  he  was  asked  to  act  upon  a  Committee 
with  extended  powers,  which  would  have  to  con- 
sider only  one- third  of  them,  could  not  see  his  way 
to  do  it.  There  was  no  reason  in  the  honorable 
gentleman's  argument,  and  he  hoped  he  would 
make  no  difficulty  in  the  matter.  The  rule  laid 
down  in  the  amendment  of  the  Hon.  Colonel 
Whitmore  was  really  unnecessary,  for  the  rule 
laid  down  in  "  May  *'  was  that — 

''Attendance  upon  the  service  of  Parliament 
includes  the  obligation  to  fulRl  all  the  duties  im- 
posed upon  members  by  the  orders  and  regula- 
tions  of  the  House  ;  and,  unless  leave  of  absence 
has  been  obtained,  a  member  cannot  excuse  him- 
self from  serving  upon  Committees  to  which  he 
may  be  appointed;  or  for  not  attending  them, 
where  his  attendance  is  made  compulsory  by  the 
orders  of  the  House.  In  1846,  Mr.  W.  Smith 
O'Brien  declined  serving  as  a  selected  member  of 
a  Bailvfay  Committee,  and  the  Committee  of  Selec- 
tion, not  being  satisfied  with  his  excuses,  nomi- 
nated him  to  a  Committee  in  the  usual  manner. 
He  did  not  attend  the  Committee,  and,  his  ab- 
sence being  reported  to  the  House,  he  was  ordered 
to  attend  the  Committee  on  the  following  day. 
Being  again  absent,  and  his  absence  being  re- 
port^ to  the  House,  he  attended  in  his  place, 
and  stated  that  lie  adhered  to  his  determination 
not  to  attend  the  Committee;  upon  which  he 
was  declared  guilty  of  a  contempt,  and  committed 
to  the  custody  of  the  Sergeant-]:t-Arms." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  hoped  the  Hon. 
Colonel  Whitmore  would  withdraw  his  amend- 
ment, and  that  the  plan  of  the  Attorney- General 
would  receive  a  fair  trial.  A  great  many  Bills 
had  been  hung-up  for  the  last  fortiight ;  and, 
if  any  further  delay  were  allowed  to  take  place, 
the  Council  would  be  abnegating  its  duties  and 
abusing  the  great  power  intrusted  to  it.  He 
did  not  use  these  words  with  any  harsh  feeling ; 
but  he  must  point  out  that  it  was  unfair  to  those 
communities  which  were  deeply  interested  in  the 
passage  of  these  Bills  that  the  members  of  the 
Council  should  allow  a  difference  amongst  them- 
selves to  give  rise  to  so  much  obstruction.  The 
Council  would  present  a  singular  aspect  to  the 
country  if  they  did  not  bring  the  present  diffi- 
culty to  a  conclusion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  hoped  the  Hon. 
Colonel  Whitmore  would  withdraw  his  amend- 
ment, because,  if  it  were  found  necessary  to  take 
measures  to  compel  the  attendance  of  members  at 
the  Committee,  the  Hon.  the  Attorney-General 
would  no  doubt  submit  resolutions  to  the  Council 
which  would  have  a  for  more  stringent  effect  than 
the  proposal  of  the  honorable  gentleman.  When 
h«    (Mr.  Mantell)   appealed    to    the  Attorney- 


General  to  omit  his  name  from  the  motion,  an 
appeal  to  which  the  honorable  gentleman  turned 
a  deaf  ear,  he  merely  wished  to  be  excused  from 
taking  part  in  a  thing  he  did  not  understand ;  but 
he  would  be  quite  content  to  attend  the  Com- 
mittee, and  sit  at  the  foet  of  any  Gamaliel  who 
might  preside  there.  He  would  go  reluctantly, 
but  at  the  same  time  he  would  cndearour  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  with  as  much  cheerfulness  as 
was  possible  under  the  circumstances. 

Tlie  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE  reminded  some  of  his 
honorable  friends  that,  when  Smith  O'Brien  was 
ordered  into  the  custody  of  the  Sergeant-at- 
Arms,  that  was  for  his  first  offence.  For  his  next 
oflence  he  was  tried,  and  got  twenty-one  years. 
Facilis  descensus  Avemi. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn,  and  motion 
agreed  to. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKEB.  explained  that,  as 
the  matter  was  one  of  urgency,  he  would  at  once 
divide  the  names  into  three  Committees,  to  be 
designated  A,  B,  and  C  rcppectively.  He  had 
gone  through  the  names  with  considerable  care, 
and  found  that,  however  great  the  care  he  might 
bestow,  he  could  adopt  no  better  principle  of  se- 
lection than  to  take  the  first  seven  names  for  the 
first  Committee,  the  fecond  seven  for  the  second 
Committee,  and  the  remaining  seven  for  the  third 
Committee.  He  would  then  submit  to  each  Com- 
mittee a  Ust  of  Bills  for  their  consideration. 

HARBOUR  DEFENCES. 
The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE,  in  moving 
the  motion  standing  in  his  name,  said  that  mem- 
bers were  aware  that  the  Government  sent  to 
the  Home  Government  a  request  for  a  certain 
number  of  guns,  which  had  come  out,  with  the 
necessary  ammunition.  They  had  undertaken,  in 
a  general  way,  to  carry  out  a  scheme  of  defence 
suggested  by  the  Imperial  Government,  to  the 
extent  of  providing  the  armament ;  but  that 
scheme,  when  they  came  to  examine  it,  proved  to 
be  one  which  could  not  be  carried  out  for  ten 
times  the  amount  set  down  for  the  purpose.  It 
would  be  quite  impossible  to  do  it  for  £26,000, 
which  was  the  portion  of  the  £44,000  estimate 
they  would  have  to  give.  Therefore  he  had  pro- 
posed to  ask  Colonel  Soratchley  to  come  over  hero 
and  say  whether  any  amendment  of  the  scheme 
might  be  made,  and  how  much  it  would  cost  to 
carry  out  the  works.  Then,  with  his  report  before 
it.  Parliament  would  be  able  to  come  to  an  in- 
telligent decision  as  to  whether  or  not  it  would 
be  advisable  to  construct  these  works.  The  Go- 
vernment communicated  with  Colonel  Scratchley 
in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  and  he  promised 
to  come  in  March  or  April.  However,  he  then 
found  that  a  press  of  work  rendered  it  impossible 
to  come  till  August  or  September.  lu  the  month 
of  August  political  events  occurred  in  Parlia- 
ment which  made  it  proper  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  not  take  any  particular  steps,  and 
they  therefore  did  not  press  his  coming  just 
then.  But,  as  a  matter  of  personal  courtesy, 
and  as  a  matter  of  reference,  if  it  should  become 
necessary  at  any  future  time,  to  defend  the  har- 
bours of  the  colony,  he  thought  Colonel  Soratchley 
should  be  oommunioated  with,  even  if  hii  serricas 
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were  not  now  required.  He  beliered  Colonel 
Soratchley  to  be  a  most  competent  officer.  That 
was,  at  anj  rate,  the  opinion  of  the  profession, 
and  he  appeared  to  be  giying  great  satisfaction  in 
the  Australian  Colonies.  It  would  be  well  to 
have  some  report  from  that  gentleman,  he  (Colonel 
Whitmore)  thought,  both  because  the  plan  al- 
luded to  had  been  made  from  a  map  and  not 
from  personal  observation,  and  also  because  it 
was  clear  that  the  defences  recommended  could 
not  be  constructed  for  anything  like  the  amount 
estimated. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  **  That  it 
is  desirable  that  this  Council  be  informed  what 
course  the  Government  propose  to  take  with 
reference  to  the  harbour  defences,  and  the  visit 
of  Colonel  Scratchlej,  R.E.,  to  inspect  the  colonial 
harbours." — (Eon.  Colonel  Whitmore.) 

The  Hon.  Colonel  BRETT  said  it  was  verv 
refreshing  to  have  the  pleasure  of  seconding  sucn. 
a  motion  as  that  brought  forward  bj  his  honor- 
able friend,  and  he  thought  it  was  a  source  of 
great  gratification  to  his  honorable  friend  to  find 
there  was  another  member  of  the  military  pro- 
fession who  would  stand  up  and  advocate  the 
cause  of  Volunteers  and  the  defence  of  the  coan> 
try.  He  only  hoped  the  honorable  gentleman 
would  be  more  succeisful  than  he  (Colonel  Brett) 
had  been.  For  nine  consecutive  years,  two  or 
three  times  a  session,  he  called  attention  to  the 
matter,  but  with  little  or  no  result :  a  deaf  ear 
was  turned  to  him.  At  the  last  moment  they 
were  compelled  to  incur  some  expenditure,  and 
to  endeayour  to  put  the  country  in  a  state  of 
defence.  Time  after  time  Governments  were 
warned  to  do  it,  and  told  that  the  time  to  put  a 
country  in  a  proper  state  of  defence  was  when 
there  was  a  long  peace ;  but  nothing  whatever  was 
done  until  it  mignt  be  said  the  enemy  was  at  the 
door.  It  had  been  a  disgrace  to  successive  Minis- 
tries that  nothing  had  been  done  in  this  matter. 
However,  this  was  a  motion  in  the  right  direction, 
and  he  hoped  the  matter  would  be  attended  to, 
because  no  doubt  Colonel  Scratchley  was  one  of 
the  most  distinguished  officers  of  Her  Majesty's 
service.  It  would  be  well  to  send  the  '*  Hinemoa*' 
for  that  gentleman,  and  pay  him  that  respect 
which  was  due  to  his  rank,  and  not  to  deal  with 
him  as  Sir  William  Jervois  had  been  dealt  with. 
That  gentleman  was  treated  with  contumely  and 
disrespect. 

The  hour  of  four  o'clock  having  arrived,  the 
House  proceeded  to  the  Orders  of  the  day. 

FENCING  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WUITAKER  moved,  That  the 
Hon.  the  Speaker  do  leave  the  chair,  for  the 
purpose  of  the  Council  going  into  Committee  on 
the  Fencing  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  CHAMBERLIN  said  this  was 
a  Bill  containing  a  principle  which,  in  its  work- 
ing out,  would  be  injurious  to  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  the  inhabitants  of  the  North  Island.  The 
principle  he  alluded  to  was  that  in  reference  to 
what  was  called  fencing  in  and  fencing  out.  These 
were  terms  generally  used,  and,  as  proposed  in 
this  Bill,  simply  meant  that  settlers  should  be  put 
to  the  expense  of  fencing  out  their  neighbours' 
Eon,  Colonel  Whitmof 


cattle  irrespectively  of  whether  they  themselvaa 
kept  cattle  or  not.  That,  he  thought,  was  a  prin- 
ciple which  was  very  unjust  and  very  injurious  to 
the  advancement  of  the  country  generiUly.  An- 
other very  bad  principle  which  it  contained  was, 
that  it  seemed  to  forget  the  old  proverb  of  "  Live 
and  let  live."  The  Bill  was  practically  a  Bill  for 
the  benefit  of  one  class  of  settlers,  who  only  looked 
to  their  own  interests,  who  were  desirous  of  living, 
but  regardless  of  the  desire  of  others  to  do  the 
same.  The  Bill  was  evidently  in  the  interests  of 
large  landed  proprietors,  and,  for  an  evidence  of 
the  care  to  make  it  so,  one  had  only  to  look  at  the 
names  of  the  members  of  the  Committee  to  whom 
the  Bill  was  referred  after  its  second  reading. 
Out  of  the  nine  members  there  were  no  less 
than  eight  large  landholders  and  squatters.  Six 
of  them  represented  the  squatting  interest  in 
the  South  Island,  and  there  were  only  three 
representatives  of  the  North  Island.  For  what 
reason  the  choice  fell  on  so  many  honorable 
members  from  one  part  of  the  colony  he  failed 
to  gather,  except  that  it  was  done  in  the  inter- 
ests of  gentlemen  in  that  Island.  It  could  not 
be  supposed  that  gentlemen  who  did  not  happen 
to  be  large  landholders  and  squatters  were  not 
equally  capable  of  judging  what  fencing  laws 
were  necessary.  The  Bill  was  most  decidedly 
against  the  interests  of  farmers  and  small  settlera, 
because  it  put  them  to  great  and  unnecessary 
expense  before  they  could  reap  any  advantage 
from  their  farms.  It  was  only  the  other  day 
that  he  saw  a  statement  in  one  of  the  newspapers 
that  the  expense  of  fencing  a  farm  of  two  hun- 
dred acres  was  £150,  a  very  serious  item  of  un- 
necessary expenditure  if  the  farmer  did  not  him- 
self keep  cattle.  Therefore  the  Bill  was  impolitao, 
if,  as  he  believed,  the  desire  was  that  the  countrr 
should  be  occupied  by  small  farmers.  Let  such 
clauses  as  that  be  withdrawn,  so  as  not  to  inter- 
fere, directly  or  indirectly,  with  the  settlement 
of  the  country.  Such  a  Bill  as  this  would  dis- 
courage settlement.  They  were  not  to  suppose 
that  the  country  was  to  grow  nothing  but  beef, 
mutton,  and  wool.  There  were  many  different 
climates  in  the  colony,  so  that  the  colony  was 
therefore  adapted  to  growing  many  different  pro- 
ductions which  might  be  raised  without  the 
expense  of  fencing-in  laud,  if  it  were  not  that 
a  man  was  bound  to  keep  out  his  neighbour's 
cattle.  There  was  tea,  which,  he  was  informed, 
could  be  erown  in  certain  parts  of  the  North 
Island.  He  had  heard,  indeed,  that  a  gentleman 
from  India  had  offered  to  grow  large  quantities  of 
tea  if  the  Government  woi^d  only  grant  him  some 
land.  Then  olires  might  be  well  cultivated  for  the 
purpose  of  manufacturing  olive  oil,  and,  as  there 
were  large  quantities  of  that  imported  into  the 
colony,  it  would  be  an  advantage  to  grow  olives. 
Then,  lemons,  and  oranges,  and  other  fruit  might 
be  grown,  and  the  wine-making  industry  might  be 
profitably  established.  Large  quantities  of  fruit 
and  jam  were  also  imported  into  the  colony.  And 
he  believed  one  of  the  greatest  reasons  for  these 
importations  was  owing  in  a  great  measure  to 
the  first  cost  of  fencing  in  smaU  blocks  of  land. 
Then  there  was  also  flax,  which  was  a  well-known 
colonial  industry.    That  was  an  industry  which 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


1879.] 


Prison  Labour.  [HOITSE.]       Maiia  Telegraph  Station.       271 


flourished  once ;  but  it  had  failed  of  late.  Then, 
there  were  linseed  and  mustard,  rape  and  limes, 
and  man  J  other  things,  which  did  not  occur  to  his 
mind,  which  might  be  grown  in  Tarious  parts  of 
the  country.  Now,  there  was  no  need  for  fencing 
in  these  productions  ;  they  would  remain  in  the 
ground  so  long  as  thej  were  not  pulled  out  and 
destroyed  by  catile  or  sheep ;  and  therefore  it 
was  unfair  that  the  persons  who  grew  these  pro- 
ductions should  be  forced  to  fence  their  land  to 
keep  other  people's  cattle  or  horses  out.  That 
was  not  the  system  in  operation  on  the  Continent 
of  Europe.  In  France,  he  belieyed,  where  agri- 
culture was  carried  on,  there  were  no  fences. 
The  cattle-owner  there  had  to  fence  his  own 
land,  to  keep  his  cattle  in.  He  had  heard  it  stated 
that  erery  man  ought  to  tether  his  cattle.  Well, 
if  so,  it  would  be  just  as  right  for  the  cattle-owner 
to  make  his  neighbour  pay  half  the  cost  of  the 
rope  for  tethering  cattle  as  it  was  to  make  him 
pay  half  the  cost  of  fencing  to  keep  other  people's 
cattle  off  his  own  land.  In  Committee  he  (Mr, 
Chamberlin)  would  moTe  an  addition  to  the 
interpretation  clause  to  giye  effect  to  his  yiews. 

The  Council  then  went  into  Committee,  and 
reported  progress. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  fiye  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE  OF  REPEESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  l^h  November,  1879. 

First  Beadiofs  —  Prison  Lftboor  —  laTercargill  Mining 
Companiea — Mahia  Telegraph  Station  —  Xapier  and 
Wairoa  Harbonra  —  HoKitika  Harbour  —  Auckland 
Bailway  Workshops— Qn«liflcation  of  Electors  Bill- 
Telegrams  for  Electioneering  Purposes— Qualification 
of  Bleotors  Bill— Begiatration  of  Electors  Bill. 

Mr.  Spbaexb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

Fbatxbb. 

FIBST  EEADINGS. 

Christchurch  District  Drainage  Bill,  Width  of 
Streets  and  Aoads  Bill,  Public  Beserres  Sale  Bill, 
Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Bill. 

PRISON  LABOUR. 

Mr.  SHRIMSEI  asked  the  Goyemment,  Whe- 
ther the  Borough  Councils  of  Timaru,  Lyttelton, 
Lawrence,  and  Wellington  obtain  the  benefit  of 
prison  labour;  and,  if  so,  whether  the  Tarious 
Corporations  abore  mentioned  are  charged  with 
the  cost  of  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof?  If 
not,  why  it  is  made  a  condition  to  the  Oamaru 
Corporation  obtaining  the  benefit  of  prison  labour 
that  they  should  pay  the  cost  of  a  warder  ?  He 
might  state  that  for  some  time  past  it  had  been 
the  desire  of  the  Corporation  of  Oamaru  to  em- 
ploy prison  labour,  which  would  sare  the  expense 
of  sending  many  prisoners  to  Dunedin.  The 
Corporation  had  made  a  request  to  the  Hinbter 
of  Justice,  who  had  promised  that  one  or  two 
short-sentence  prisoners  should  be  left  at  Oamaru, 
and  might  be  employed  there. 

3£r.  ROLLESTON  replied  that  Oamaru  would 
be  made  no  exception  to  the  ordinary  rule  which 
would  be  observed  in  matters  of  this  kind.    The 


honorable  gentleman  asked  whether  the  Borough 
Councils  of  Timaru,  Lyttelton,  Lawrence,  and 
Wellington  obtained  the  benefit  of  prison  labour. 
He  might  say,  in  regard  to  Canterbury  Prorincial 
District,  that,  when  prison  labour  was  employed 
by  municipal  bodies  there,  a  charge  was  made  for 
any  extra  attendance  which  was  necessary.  The 
question  resolved  itself  into  this :  whether  the 
employment  of  the  prisoners  by  a  Corporation 
involved  the  necessity  of  extra  attendance,  and 
consequently  of  extra  charge.  That  was  the  case 
at  Oamaru,  and,  if  prison  labour  was  employed 
there,  an  extra  charge  would  have  to  be  made. 

Mr.  SHBIMSKI  said  the  honorable  gentle- 
man had  not  answered  his  question.  He  asked 
whether  other  places  were  charged  for  prison 
labour,  and  the  Minister  of  Justice  had  simply 
evaded  an  answer  to  that  question. 

INVERCARGILL  MINING  COMPANIES. 

Mr.  BAIN  asked  the  Government,  If  they  will 
make  provision  for  the  registration  of  mining 
companies  in  Invercargill  ?  Now  that  companies 
were  being  formed  to  work  the  quartz  reefs  in 
the  Longwood  district,  it  was  found  very  incon- 
venient and  expensive  that  they  should  be  com- 
pelled to  register  at  a  place  so  far  distant  as 
Dunedin.  He  would  therefore  be  glad  to  learn 
whether  the  Government  would  be  prepared  to 
make  arrangements  by  which  they  could  be  regis- 
tered at  Invercargill. 

Mr.  HALL  replied  that  mining  companies 
were  incorporated  and  registered  under  "The 
Mining  Companies  Act,  1872."  They  were  regis- 
tered by  Registrars  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and 
any  companies  requiring  registry  at  or  near  Inver- 
cargill could  be  registered  at  the  Supreme  Court 
Office  there.    Mr.  Henderson  was  the  Registrar. 

MAHIA  TELEGRAPH  STATION. 

Mr.  SUTTON  asked  the  Commissioner  of  Tele- 
graphs, Whether  the  Government  will  cause  a 
lineman's  station  to  be  erected  at  Mahia,  Hawke's 
Bay  ?  The  line  already  passed  close  to  the  Mahia 
Settlement,  and  it  was  very  necessary  that  a  man 
should  be  placed  there  in  order  that  communica- 
tion might  be  held  with  the  North  and  South, 
because  this  was  one  of  the  best  ports  on  the  East 
Coast.  He  was  informed  that  the  erection  of  a 
station  at  Mahia  would  cost  very  little ;  and,  inas- 
much as  there  was  already  a  lineman  stationed  in 
the  neighbourhood,  the  extra  expense  would  not 
be  very  great. 

Mr.  HALL  could  not  give  the  honorable  gentle- 
man any  definite  answer  until  he  had  made  fur- 
ther inquiries  on  the  subject ;  but  he  was  afraid 
the  expense  involved  would  be  yery  much  greater 
than  the  honorable  gentleman  supposed ;  also 
that  the  reyenue  from  the  office  would  be  so 
small  that  it  was  not  likely  it  would  be  commen- 
surate with  the  expense  involved.  He  would, 
however,  make  further  inquiries  on  the  subject. 

NAPIER  AND  WAIROA  HARBOURS. 

Mr.  SUTTON  asked  the  Government,  Whether 
they  have  received  any  reports  from  Sir  John 
Ooode  on  the  harbours  at  Napier  and  Wairoa, 
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Hawke's  Bay ;  and,  if  bo,  TfhetUer  they  will  lay 
them  before  this  House  ? 

Mr.  OLIVER  replied  that  no  report  had  been 
received  from  Sir  John  Coode  on  either  of  those 
harbours.  The  report  on  the  Napier  Harbour 
would  probably  be  received  in  the  course  of  two 
or  three  weeks ;  and  it  might  be  fire  or  six 
months  before  the  report  on  the  Wairoa  Har- 
bour waa  received. 

HOKITIKA  HARBOUR. 

Mr.  KEID  asked  the  Chovcrnment,  If  they  will 
lay  before  this  House  a  copy  of  Sir  John  Coode's 
report  on  the  Hokitika  Harbour?  His  reason 
for  asking  for  this  report  was,  that  sereral  mem- 
bers of  the  Hokitika  Harbour  Board  were  now  in 
Wellington,  and  were  desirous  of  seeing  the  report 
in  question. 

Mr.  OLIVER  replied  that  the  members  of  the 
Hokitika  Harbour  Board  who  were  at  present  in 
Wellington  had  had  access  to  the  plans  and  report 
of  Sir  John  Coode.  The  Gbvemment  inteuded 
to  lay  the  report  on  the  table  of  the  House  and 
hare  it  printed,  and  to  follow  the  same  course 
with  regard  to  any  other  reports  they  receiyed 
from  Sir  John  Coode.  The  plans  were  very 
elaborate,  and  it  would  cost  a  great  deal  to  repro- 
duce them.  The  Gorernment,  therefore,  did  not 
intend  to  lay  duplicates  of  the  plans  before  the 
House ;  but  they  could  be  seen  at  the  Publid 
Works  Office,  and  in  the  localities  to  which  they 
related. 

AUCKLAND  RAILWAY  WORKSHOPS. 

Mr.  TOLE  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  When  ho  will  inform  this  House  of  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Whitaker's  determination  in  relation  to 
Newmarket  workshops  ?  He  was  somewhat  dis- 
appointed that  ho  had  not  received  a  favourable 
answer  to  this  question  much  earlier.  This  was 
the  third  time  he  had  asked  the  question.  A 
month  had  elapsed  since  tenders  were  sent  in 
for  the  preliminary  contract,  and  over  £4,000 
had  been  spent  in  securing  this  favourable  site 
between  the  Ports  of  Auckland  and  Onehunga, 
and  at  the  junction  of  the  main  lines  of  the  pro- 
vincial district.  lUe  first  answer  the  honorable 
member  gave  to  the  question  was,  that  the  site 
had  not  been  quile  settled  upon,  and  that  he 
would  refer  the  matter  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Whitaker. 
The  next  time  he  (Mr.  Tole)  asked  the  question, 
the  honorable  gentleman  said  that  he  had  not 
yet  received  an  answer  from  Mr.  Whitaker; 
and  to  a  third  question  he  replied  that  there  was 
no  appropriation,  and  that  ho  would  have  to 
come  to  the  House  for  a  vote.  He  (Mr.  Tole) 
understood  that  there  was  an  appropriation  as 
early  as  1877  for  the  construction  of  railways  in 
the  North  in  the  Public  Works  Appropriation 
Act,  and  this  work  was  included  in  it.  With 
regard  to  the  other  point,  of  Mr.  Whitaker's 
determination,  he  (Mr.  Tole)  had  informed  the 
honorable  gentleman  privately  that  Mr.  Whit- 
aker was  decidedly  in  favour  of  the  Newmarket 
site.  In  fact,  when  speaking  to  the  electors  of 
Eden,  Mr.  Whitaker,  in  reply  to  a  distinct 
question,  said,  "As  to  the  workshops  in  New- 
market, when  I  was  in  the  Government  I  sug- 
Mr.  Sutton 


gest^d  to  Mr.  Blackett  that  Newmarket  would  be 
an  appropriate  site.  It  was  only  the  other  day  I 
heard  that  they  were  surveying  ground  for  them 
at  Papakura.  ]Put  you  may  be  assured  that  the 
workshops  will  bo  at  Newmarket,  where  the  junc- 
tion of  the  lines  is  situated."  He  thought  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works  should  have  been  in 
a  position  to  receive  and  convey  to  the  House  a 
definite  answer  from  the  honorable  gentleman 
before  this  time.  As  a  great  deal  of  money  had 
been  spent  in  getting  this  site,  and  as  tenders  had 
been  sent  in,  and  there  were  numbers  of  unem* 
ployed  in  Auckland  desiring  work,  he  hoped  he 
would  receive  a  favourable  answer. 

Mr.  OLIVER  was  sure  the  honorable  member 
would  not  desire  to  force  the  Gt>vemment  to  a 
premature  decision  on  this  matter.  It  was  true 
that  a  site  had  been  bought  at  considerable  cost) 
and  it  was  also  true  that  tenders  had  been  invited 
for  filling  up  certain  hollows  and  draining  the 
site.  But,  even  supposing  that  work  were  done, 
it  bv  no  means  followed  that  that  site  must  neces- 
sarily be  adopted.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  mind 
of  the  Government  was  not  yet  made  up  as  to 
the  respective  merits  of  the  two  sites.  He  hoped 
the  honorable  member  would  ref raua  from  furtoer 
questioning  on  the  matter  until  the  public  works 
estimates  were  brought  down. 

QUALIFICATION  OF  ELECTORS  BILL. 

On  the  question  being  put,  That  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  this  Bill  be  agreed  to, 

Mr.  HALL  said  some  honorable  members  pro- 
posed that  the  Bill  shotdd  be  recommitted  ;  but, 
considering  the  length  of  time  the  House  had 
already  devoted  to  the  Bill,  although  perhaps 
in  some  respects  it  was  not  exactly  in  the  shape 
he  should  wish,  he  would  suggest  that  they  should 
not  attempt  any  further  alteration  in  it.  It  was 
a  Bill  of  very  large  importance,  and  it  would  be 
undesirable  to  expose  it  to  any  risk  whatever. 
They  had  now  got  it  through  the  most  trouble- 
some stage  of  existence,  and  he  hoped  the  House 
would  allow  the  Bill  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  PYKE  was  surprised  at  and  disappointed 
by  the  remarks  of  the  Premier.  The  impres- 
sion  in  his  mind  was  very  strong  that  an  absolute 
promise  was  made  by  the  Premier  that  he  would 
himself  move  the  recommittal  of  the  Bill.  It 
was  only  on  that  account  that  the  1st  subsection 
was  allowed  to  pass  in  the  manner  in  which  it 
did  pass.  He  would  certainly  move  the  reoom- 
mittal  of  the  Bill.  He  had  not  the  slightest  do* 
sire  to  oppose  the  Bill ;  but  the  House  was  placed 
in  a  false  position.  When  the  female  franchise — 
he  was  going  to  say  the  "  fancy  franehise  " — was 
moved,  it  was  done  on  the  ground  of  the  intelli- 
gence and  intellectual  capacity  of  women,  which, 
it  was  said,  would  enable  them  to  understand 
their  political  rights  and  to  exercise  them  justly. 
What  did  the  House  do  ?  After  having  made  a 
number  of  speeches,  which  appeared  to  have  been 
oddressed  to  "  buncombe,"  they  voted  that  women 
should  have  the  franchise  only  if  they  possessed 
property.  Now,  he  took  it  that  it  was  not  neces- 
sary that  either  a  man  or  a  woman  should  be  a 
property-holder  in  order  to  possess  intelligenoe  ; 
yet  nonorable  gentlemen,  who  said  women  sheold 
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hare  the  franchise  because  of  their  intellectual 
capacitjy  absolutely  Toted  that  unless  they  Imd 
property  they  should  not  Tote,  thereby  landing 
the  House  in  a  dilemma,  because  now  ninety- 
nine  out  of  eyery  hundred  of  the  fair  sex  would 
not  be  able  to  vote.  He  moved  that  the  Bill  be 
recommitted. 

,  Mr.  THOMSON  considered  it  rery  desirable 
that  the  Bill  should  be  recommitted,  for  the  spe- 
cial purpose  of  striking  out  the  word  "  person," 
which  had  been  substituted  for  the  word  **  man." 
He  understood  that  the  amendment  was  made  in 
order  that  their  lady  friends  who  had  property 
might  haTO  Totes.  He  must  say  that,  although 
he  had  a  Tery  high  appreciation  of  the  fair  sex, 
he  thought  they  would  be  altogether  out  of 
their  place  at  tho  polling-booths,  and  also  in 
this  House.  This  was  a  very  large  question— ra 
question  quite  large  enough  for  a  separate  Bill. 
It  was  as  laree  a  question  as  tho  proposed  change 
in  the  Legislative  Council.  Honorable  mem- 
bers should  consider  seriously  what  they  were 
doing  in  this  matter.  The  question  had  not 
been  before  the  country;  it  had  not  even  been 
brought  under  their  notice  by  the  ladies  them- 
selves. There  had  been  no  petitions  from  any 
part  of  the  country  bearing  on  this  question.  Ho 
did  not  see  what  good  was  to  result  from  it.  If 
women  were  to  be  placed  on  the  roll,  they  ought 
to  bo  placed  there  on  account  of  their  woman- 
hood, and  not  because  they  happened  to  possess 
twenty-five  pounds'  worth  of  land.  If  justice  was 
to  be  done  it  must  be  done  all  round.  It  was 
proposed  to  give  Natives  sho  happened  to  have 
land  to  the  value  of  £25  a  vote,  but  it  was  not 
proposed  to  give  the  Native  women  who  had  pro- 
perty to  the  value  of  £25  a  vote.  He  thought 
that  was  wrong.  It  was  very  desirable  that  the 
Bill  should  be  recommitted. 

Mr.  LUNDON  vnshed  the  4th  subsection  of 
the  Bill,  relating  to  the  individualizing  of  Maori 
titles,  altered.  If  the  Natives  individualized  their 
title,  their  property  would  be  cut  up,  and  they 
could  not  bold  it  should  sickness  or  any  misfor- 
tune happen  to  their  wifes  or  children.  If  they 
did  not  individualize  their  title  they  were  not  to 
have  a  vote,  although  their  individual  interest  in 
apiece  of  land  might  be  worth  a  thousand  pounds. 
This  subsection  was  offering  the  Maoris  a  sham 
and  taking  from  them  a  reality.  If  the  Native 
individualized  his  title  for  the  purpose  of  obtain- 
ing the  franchise,  he  woidd  probably  mortgage  or 
sell  his  interest,  and  in  a  year  or  two  he  would 
have  no  title  to  the  land  at  all.  With  regard 
to  extending  the  franchise  to  women,  he  voted 
for  it  on  the  understanding  that  all  women  would 
have  a  vote,  and  he  knew  that  many  other  mem- 
bers were  of  the  same  opinion  as  himself. 

Mr.  GEOEGE  would  support  the  motion  for 
the  recommittal  of  the  Bill.  Although  he  had 
voted  for  striking  out  the  word  "  man  and  sub- 
stituting the  word  "  person,"  he  did  so  with  the 
hope  of  being  able  to  alter  the  next  subsection,  in 
order  to  give  tho  whole  of  the  women  in  the 
colony  the  right  to  the  franchise.  With  the 
amendment  made,  instead  of  the  Bill  bein^  a 
liberal  measure  with  regard  to  female  franchise, 
it  was  made  more  conservative  in  its  character. 

▼OL.  zxxm.-s6. 


It  would  enable  wealthy  men  to  give  their  wives 
and  daughters  small  blocks  of  land  in  order  to 
have  their  names  placed  on  the  electoral  roU, 
whereas  poor  persons  could  not  do  so.  The  re- 
sult would  be  to  put  more  power  into  the  hands 
of  the  wealthy  and  landed  classes  in  the  colony. 
He  should  also  try  to  have  the  amendment  he 
bad  brought  forward  with  regard  to  the  Maori 
franchise  made.  He  also  hoped  to  be  able  to 
strike  out  section  3,  which  was  inserted  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Nelson  City  (Mr.  Pitt). 

Mr.  MACANDREW  said  it  was  distinctly  un- 
derstood the  other  night  that  the  Bill  would  be 
recommitted.  He  understood  the  Government 
gave  an  assurance  to  that  effect.  They  should 
recommit  the  Bill,  and  take  the  opinion  of  the 
Committee  on  the  several  questions  at  once,  with- 
out entering  into  any  discussion. 

Mr.  KELLY  said  it  was  distinctly  stated  that 
the  Bill  would  be  recommittted.  Ho  raised  the 
question  at  the  time.  He  said  that,  if  the  sub- 
section referred  to  were  carried  as  it  stood,  and 
the  word  "  person "  substituted  for  the  word 
"  man,"  the  effect  would  be  to  put  more  power 
into  the  hands  of  the  wealthy  classes.  When 
he  stated  that,  the  Premier  said  he  would  allow 
the  recommittal  of  the  Bill,  with  the  view  of  con- 
sidering that  question,  and  substituting  Colonel 
Trimble's  amendment  to  give  a  vote  to  women 
who  were  on  the  ratepayers'  roll.  He  (Mr. 
Kelly)  was  surprised  at  the  opposition  offered  to 
the  recommittal  of  the  Bill.  There  was  not  a 
majority  in  the  House  in  favour  of  vroman  suf- 
frage. 

Mr.  McLean  would  be  willing  to  help  the 
honorable  member  to  strike  out  the  word  ''  per- 
son "  from  the  section.  The  Premier  proposed  to 
push  the  Bill  through,  pass  all  the  clauses,  and 
then  recommit  the  Bill,  if  necessary.  The  Go- 
vernment were  clear  from  any  pledge  for  the 
recommittal  of  the  Bill  on  a  future  day.  It  was 
really  of  little  consequence  whether  the  Bill  was 
recommitted  or  not. 

Mr.  DICK  would  have  no  objection  to  the  re- 
commiltal  of  the  Bill  for  the  purpose  of  consider- 
ing the  question  referred  to  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Clutha;  but  he  could  not  agree  to  the 
recommittal  of  the  whole  Bill,  because  he  did  not 
in  that  case  know  when  they  would  get  it  out  of 
Committee  again. 

Mr.  MOSS  regarded  this  as  the  most  impor- 
tant Bill  brought  before  the  House  this  session. 
Ho  did  not  desire  that  any  discussion  should 
take  place  in  Committee.  It  was  better  that  they 
should  express  their  views  in  the  House,  and 
come  to  a  decision  on  the  questions  when  in 
Committee  without  much  debate.  They  would 
not  be  doing  their  duty  if  they  did  not  express 
thoroughly  and  fully  their  sentiments  on  this 
Bill ;  and  they  should  not  hurry  it  through.  He 
had  a  distinct  recollection  that  the  Premier  pro- 
mised to  recommit  the  Bill  to  consider  the  1st 
subsection  ;  the  honorable  member  first  proposed 
to  report  progress  on  the  whole  Bill,  but  there 
were  objections  to  reporting  progress,  and  it  was 
understood  that  the  Bill  should  be  recommitted 
to  consider  the  1st  subsection.  He  (Mr.  Moss)  was 
not  satisfied  to  recommit  the  Bill  merely  for  that 
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parpose.  He  would  like  to  refer  to  one  or  two 
points  which  he  thought  deserved  consideration. 
He  had  given  the  subject  much  further  con- 
sideration, and  felt  that  he  was  right  in  what  he 
had  said  with  regard  to  the  iniquitous  character 
of  the  Maori  clause.  He  thought  it  could  not 
be  too  stronglj  denounced,  and  would  show  that 
there  were  grave  objections  to  it.  The  other 
night  he  stated  that  if  a  Maori  held  land — if  he 
were  a  landholder  or  a  leaseholder— he  could  not 
Tote  —  he  was  not  provided  for.  The  Colonial 
Treasurer  stopped  him  and  eaid,  "  Yes ;  he  can 
come  under  the  ratepayers  clauses  in  that  case." 
But  he  wanted  still  to  know  why  such  a  Maori 
should  be  compelled  to  come  under  the  ratepayers 
clauses — why  he  should  be,  as  it  were,  branded  as 
A  different  man  from  other  electors,  and  why  he 
should  be  deprived  of  his  opportunity  of  cominff 
under  the  residential  clauses.  He  would  teU 
them  where  that  had  a  practical  operation.  There 
were  many  hundreds  of  young  Maoris  in  this 
country  who  had  received  the  highest  education 
at  Wellington  Collese  and  various  other  colleges 
in  the  colony.  He  knew  that  at  St.  Stephen's,  at 
Farnell,  there  were  a  large  number  receiving  the 
best  education  which  the  colony  could  give  to 
fit  them  to  become  citizens.  Now,  those  young 
men,  when  they  grew  up,  were  to  be  branded  as 
not  equal  to  the  other  young  men  who  spoke  the 
same  language  as  themselves.  Although  they 
were  well  educated  and  could  speak  and  write 
English  thoroughly,  and  were  quite  fit  to  exercise 
the  franchise,  yet  there  were  several  hundreds  of 
them  who  would  be  branded  as  inferior  to  the 
Europeans  with  whom  they  associated.  Now, 
that  was  a  very  serious  thing  to  do,  and  it  was  a 
distinction  of  race  which  ought  not  to  be  recog- 
nized. He  would  like  to  tell  honorable  membera 
from  the  South  that  this  was  not  an  imaginary 
grievance.  He  could  assure  them  that  there  were 
many  hundreds  of  such  young  men  in  different 
parts  of  the  country,  there  were  some  even  em- 
ployed in  the  public  offices,  who  would,  under  this 
Bill,  be  branded  as  inferior  to  those  of  the  Eu- 
ropean race  with  whom  they  were  mixing.  If 
honorable  members  would  look  at  the  6th  dause, 
they  would  also  see  the  following  provision  : — 

"  The  word  *  Maori'  in  this  Act  means  an  abori- 
ginal inhabitant  of  New  Zealand,  and  includes 
any  half-caste  living  as  a  member  of  a  Native 
tribe,  according  to  their  customs  and  usages,  and 
any  descendant  of  such  half-oaste  by  a  Maori 
woman." 

That  placed  a  disability  on  the  descendants  of 
these  people  for  all  time  to  come.  He  was  sure 
that  any  Registration  Officer  would  so  read  it. 
Then,  again,  he  ventured  to  say  that  the  word 
"  residence "  was  not  defined  in  this  Bill  as 
it  ought  to  be.  He  was  told  by  the  Premier 
that  he  had  a  legal  authori^  for  saying  that  the 
word  "residence"  required  no  interpretation. 
Now,  he  had  since  made  inquiries,  and  he  found 
from  all  the  law)ers  in  the  House  that  it  was 
A  word  which  no  Registration  Officer  could  de- 
fine. He  hoped  the  Premier  would  explain  to 
the  House  the  ground  upon  which  he  made  the 
statement  he  did,  because  this  was  a  very  impor- 
tant point.  He  would  like  to  point  out  to  the 
Mr.  Mm 


House  that,  although  they  might  not  see  that 
this  was  an  iniquity  they  were  perpetrating — an 
injustice  to  the  Maoris  who  were  now  on  the 
rolls,  who  had  always  behaved  themselves  well, 
and  against  whom  there  was  no  complaint,  who 
were  represented  in  that  House  by  the  two  honor- 
able members  for  Napier,  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Wairarapa  (Mr.  ]Beetham),  and  mAny 
other  members  who  ought  to  stand  up  and  speak 
for  them  as  their  constituents  —  although  thej 
might  not  see  now  that  this  was  the  case,  yet 
they  should  remember  that  they  had  never  done 
wrong  towards  the  Maori  race  that  they  had 
not  suffered  for  it.  He  need  only  refer  to  the 
Confiscation  Act,  for  one  —  an  Act  which  waa 
branded  at  the  time  as  an  iniquity,  and  whi(^ 
was  carried  in  spite  of  the  strong  protest  of  manj 
people.  That  Confiscation  Act  haa  been  a  frnitftd 
source  of  trouble,  loss,  and  bloodshed  in  this 
country,  and  had  done  more  to  alienate  the  Na- 
tives  from  us  than  anything  else  that  could  pos- 
sibly have  been  done.  People  were  told  that 
they  were  to  derive  great  benefit  from  it — to  hare 
millions  of  acres  of  land  which  would  be  sold,  and 
which  would  recoup  the  cost  of  the  war — and  all 
kinds  of  advantages  were  held  out.  That  Act 
had  brought  upon  the  country  calamities  of  a 
most  serious  character.  Again,  it  was  only  a 
few  years  ago  that  one  of  the  most  high-haxided 
things  that  could  possibly  be  done  was  com- 
mitted in  this  country.  A  man  was  seized,  with- 
out trial,  without  even  knowing  what  he  was 
charged  with,  he  was  imprisoned,  and  sent  away 
to  the  Chatham  Islands.  That  man,  thus  grossly 
treated,  came  back,  and  was  again  pursued  ;  and 
what  was  the  result  ?  Bloodshed  for  months,  for 
years,  and  murders  which  he  firmly  believed  that 
man  was  less  responsible  for  than  those  people 
who  exasperated  him  by  this  gross  injustice,  and 
drove  him  to  the  exercise  of  what  he  considered 
his  savage  rights.  He  referred  ta  Te  Kooti,  whom 
he  had  had  opportunities  of  seeing,  whose  story 
he  had  heard  from  his  own  lips,  and  which  he 
had  taken  every  pains  to  investigate,  and  liad 
ascertained  beyona  all  doubt  to  he  true.  That 
man  was  seized,  and  to  the  present  day  no  one 
could  say  what  he  was  charged  with.  He  was 
never  even  taken  before  a  magistrate,  but  de- 
nounced privately  on  the  spot,  and  carried  by 
official  orders  out  of  the  country.  He  mentioned 
this  to  show  how  injustice  in  the  past  had  always 
brought  its  own  Nemesis,  and  recoiled,  too  often, 
on  the  heads  of  those  innocent  of  its  infliction. 
To  a  Southern  member  it  might  appear  to  be 
a  very  small  thing,  but  to  those  in  the  North  it 
wos  a  very  serious  matter.  There  were  many 
thousands  of  Maoris  now  living  on  the  frontiers 
of  Auckland  with  whom  the  Europeans  were 
anxious  to  make  friends,  whose  confidence  they 
were  anxious  to  retain,  and  in  whieh  they  could 
succeed  only  by  treating  them  justly,  and  putting 
them  on  equal  terms  with  the  rest  of  the  people. 
Those  Maoris  occupied  a  territory  as  large  and  as 
valuable  as,  for  instance,  the  whole  Province  Af 
CanterbuiT  and  perhaps  as  half  the  Province  of 
Otago.  He  would  ask  honorable  members  there- 
fore to  pause  before  they  allowed  a  Bill  to  become 
law  which,  for  the  first  time  in  the  historj  of 
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New  Zealand,  branded  the  Native  race  as  a  sepa- 
rate, distinct,  and  inferior  race  to  the  Europeans 
among  whom  they  are  living. 

Mr.  HALL  thought  there  was  a  misunder- 
standing in  the  minds  of  some  honorable  mem- 
bers as  to  what  the  Government  said  during  the 
progress  of  this  Bill  through  Committee.  What 
was  said  was  this  :  When  opinions  were  expressed 
tliat  the  alteration  in  subsection  (1),  admitting 
women  to  the  franchise,  did  not  represent  the 
mind  of  the  House  generallj,  he  suggested  that 
thej  should  at  once  pass  the  Bill  Ihrough  Com- 
mittee pro  formd,  and  immediatelj  recommit  it 
with  the  view  of  reconsidering  that  clause.  That 
course  would  also  have  afforded  an  opportunity 
for  considering  the  amendment  of  which  notice 
had  been  given  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Grey  and  Bell.  And  he  (Mr.  Hall)  at  a  sub- 
sequent stage  stated  that,  if  that  amendment  were 
carried,  as  it  was  inconsistent  with  the  alteration 
made  in  subsection  (1),  the  Government  would 
propose  the  recommittal  of  the  Bill.  That  was 
what  was  stated,  and  nothing  else.  Now  it  was 
projposed  not  only  to  recommit  the  Bill  for  the 
reconsideration  of  subsection  (1),  but  to  recommit 
it  for  the  reconsideration  of  the  whole  Bill ;  and 
there  was  no  doubt  whatever,  in  spite  of  what  had 
been  said  by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  that,  if 
the  Bill  were  recommitted  generally,  they  would 
have  the  Maori  question,  and  every  other  ques- 
tion included  in  the  Bill,  debated  over  again.  In 
fact,  the  honorable  member  for  Ptirncll  had  giren 
them  a  sample  of  the  way  in  which  the  rest  of 
the  day  would  be  occupied.  That,  he  thought, 
woidd  be  a  pity.  Although  the  Bill  was  not 
exactly  in  the  shape  in  which  he  himself  would 
like  to  see  some  parts  of  it,  still,  upon  the  whole, 
it  was  in  as  good  a  shape  as  it  was  likely  to  as- 
sume. The  question  had  been  very  fully  debated. 
It  could  not  be  said  to  have  been  hurried  through, 
as  they  had  spent  two  whole  days  over  it.  Under 
these  circumstances,  he  thought  it  would  be  a 
pity  to  recommit  the  Bill. 

Mr.  MOSS  said  the  honorable  gentleman  had 
forgotten  to  explain  about  the  term  **  residence." 
He  assured  them  the  other  eveuing  that  there 
was  no  legal  definition  of  the  word  required. 

Mr.  HALL  could  only  repeat  the  statement. 
He  was  assured,  on  the  best  legal  authority,  that 
the  word  "  residence  "  had  a  well-ascertained  and 
settled  legal  meaning.  He  did  not  know  whether 
the  honorable  gentleman  was  justified  in  saying 
that  all  the  lawyers  in  the  House  agreed  with 
him :  at  all  events,  he  (Mr.  Hall)  was  better  satis- 
fied with  his  authority  than  with  that  of  the 
honorable  gentleman. 

Mr.  SP£IGHT  trusted  the  Government  would 
adhere  to  thoir  determination  not  to  recommit 
the  Bill.  The  proposal  made  by  certain  honor- 
able gentlemen  was,  that  a  conclusion  upon  one 
point  deliberately  arrived  at  the  other  night  should 
now  be  rescinded.  There  was  a  desire  on  the  part 
of  some  honorable  gentlemen  who  wanted  the  Bill 
to  be  recommitted  to  go  into  the  whole  subject 
again  ;  but  he  hoped  that  desire  was  not  generally 
shared  in.  He  could  assure  them  that,  if  the 
Bill  were  recommitted,  it  would  be  the  duty  of 
oertain  honorable  gentlemen  on  his  side  of  the 


House  to  propose  certain  material  alterations 
throughout  the  Bill.  But  there  were  a  few  small 
things  which,  in  his  opinion,  did  really  require 
amendment.  In  regard  to  these,  however,  he 
thought  the  Government  of  the  day  could  bring 
sufficient  pressure  to  bear  upon  the  Upper  House 
to  have  them  inserted  there,  and  then  they  could 
come  down  and  be  submitted  for  the  approval  of 
this  House.  He  trusted  that,  as  the  object  seemed 
to  be  to  frustrate  the  first  attempt  made  at  get- 
ting the  franchise  for  women,  the  Government 
would  resist  the  recommittal  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  was  sorry  he  could  not  agree 
with  the  honorable  gentleman.  He  voted  for  the 
insertion  of  the  word  "person,'*  but  the  whdle 
principle  was  altered  by  the  amendments  which 
were  made  in  the  remaining  part  of  the  clause. 
As  the  Bill  now  stood  it  simply  conferred  the 
franchise  on  very  few  females  indeed.  If  it  were 
general  it  would  be  a  widely  different  thing ;  but 
it  only  conferred  the  franchise  on  those  whose 
husbands  could  afford  to  endow  them  with  a 
oertain  amount  of  land.  Under  these  circum- 
stances he  would  be  prepared  to  vote  for  the  re- 
committal of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  STEWART  said  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment seemed  to  be,  first  to  get  their  measures  into 
a  muddle,  and  then  to  send  them  to  the  Upper 
House  to  be  improved  by  the  Attorney-General. 
He  hoped  the  House  would  not  degrade  itself  by 
adopting  any  such  course,  and  that  they  would 
not  send  this  Bill  away  until  it  was  in  a  present- 
able form.  He  clearly  understood  from  the  Pre- 
mier, when  this  matter  was  being  considered  the 
other  day,  that  the  Bill  was  to  be  recommitted, 
and  for  that  reason  he  did  not  enter  into  the  dis- 
cussion in  a  way  that  he  would  otherwise  have 
done.  The  Bill  had  not  had  that  consideration 
at  the  hands  of  the  House  which  it  would  have 
received  had  it  been  understood  that  it  was  not 
to  be  recommitted;  and  he  had  no  hesitation 
in  saying  that  the  refusal  of  the  Gt)vemment 
to  have  the  Bill  recommitted  was  a  departure 
from  what  was  clearly  an  understanding  come 
to  between  the  Government  on  the  one  hand 
and  those  members  who  were  in  opposition 
on  the  other.  Certain  objections,  which  were 
called  critical  objections,  were  taken  to  the  Bill 
at  the  outset,  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  if  he 
referred  to  any  of  them  again  he  would  be 
cliarged  with  descending  to  hypercritical  remarks 
in  a  way  which  was  not  justifiable.  The  2nd 
section  of  the  Bill  was  certainly  open  to  very 
serious  difficulty.  It  stated,  "The  members  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  shall  be  chosen 
in  evert/  electoral  district."  Were  eighty-eight 
members  to  be  chosen  in  every  electoral  dis- 
trict P  Surely  that  was  never  the  intention  of 
the  House?  It  was  ail  yerj  well  to  say  that 
such  criticisms  as  these  were  merely  verbal ;  but 
the  Bill  would  have  to  be  interpreted,  and  such 
loose  language  might  lead  to  considerable  diffi- 
culties, and  therefore  ought  not  to  be  slurred 
over.  A  question  was  also  raised  about  the  words 
"  twenty-one  years  of  age  and  upwards."  In 
subsection  (1)  the  words  were  '*  or  upwards," 
and  in  subsection  (4)  "  and  upwards."  The  dis- 
tinction was  altogether  unnecessaryi  for  if  a  man 
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onc«  reached  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  liis 
legal  status  was  complete,  and  the  insertion  of 
the  words  "  and  upwards "  or  "  or  upwards  '* 
would  only  lead  to  confusion.  Again,  subsection 
(5)  should  not  be  a  subsection  to  section  2, 
as  that  section  referred  to  qualification,  whereas 
subsection  (5)  referred  to  disqualification.  The 
subsection  should  have  been  made  a  separate 
section  of  the  Bill.  There  were  other  defects  of 
the  same  kind  which  he  could  point  out,  and 
which  showed  that  the  Bill  had  not  been  Tery 
carefully  drafted.  He  hoped  the  GoTcrnment 
would  not  consider  his  remarks  uncalled  for, 
because  it  was  essential  that  measures  to  which 
the  House  gave  its  consent  should  be  properly 
drafled. 

Colonel  THIMBLE  said  the  discussion  which 
had  taken  place  would  show  the  difficulty  Miat 
would  arise  if  the  House  went  into  Couiniittee  on 
the  Bill  again.  One  honorable  member  would  be 
anxious  to  strike  out  the  word  *' person,"  and 
would  offer  elaborate  reasons  for  doing  so ;  while 
the  retention  of  that  word  in  the  clause  would 
be  defended  by  somebody  else.  Then  there  was 
another  section  of  the  House  who  would  Tote  for 
striking  the  subsection  out  altogether,  and  ho 
would  be  one  of  those.  Again,  another  class 
would  be  represented  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Pamell,  who  had  gone  so  deeply  into  the  Maori 
question.  So  that  there  would  be  three  distinct 
questions  raised  altogether  outside  the  "  wording  " 
criticism  raised  by  the  honorable  member  who 
had  just  sat  down.  The  whole  thing  would  get 
into  such  a  muddle  that  he  doubted  whether  tbe 
Bill  would  reach  the  Upper  House  this  week  or 
next.  He  would  therefore  recommend  those  honor- 
able members  who  thought  it  was  on  the  whole  a 
good  Bill  to  let  it  pass  as  it  stood.  Ho  was  per- 
fectly indifferent  as  to  whether  the  word  " person" 
was  left  in  or  not,  because  he  felt  certain  that 
some  day  or  another  the  franchiiie  would  have  to 
be  granted  to  wouien.  It  seemed  to  him,  how- 
ever, better  to  grant  it  in  the  gradual  way  asked 
for  by  the  honorable  member  for  Wanganui  thnn 
to  ^rant  it  afterwards  in  a  revolutionary  way  by 
giving  the  franchise  to  all  women. 

Mr.  GIBBS  did  not  agree  with  the  last  speaker 
that  this  was  a  good  Bill.  If  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Dunstan  Imd  adhered  fo  his  original  pio- 
po»ition  to  recommit  the  Bill  for  the  purpose  of 
considering  subsection  (1)  of  clause  2,  he  would 
have  been  prepared  to  support  that  proposition  ; 
but,  when  it  was  proposett  to  recomniit  it  alto- 
gether, he  would  not  agree  to  do  so :  not  that  he 
agreed  with  the  alterations  made  in  regard  to  the 
the  Maori  franchise,  as  he  altogether  dissented 
from  giving  that  part  of  the  population  an  unfair 
preference  over  Europeans  by  giving  (hem,  as 
this  Bill  did,  a  freehold  and  mtepa^ing  franchise 
in  addition  to  their  special  representation.  Ho 
would  support  going  back  into  Committee  to  con- 
sider the  alteration  of  the  word  "  person  "  into 
*'  man,"  because  the  franchise  was  not  asked  for 
by  the  female  portion  of  the  population,  and  he 
thought  it  would  be  only  an  cncumbrauce  to 
them.  There  had  been  a  great  deal  of  talk  about 
.  restricting  each  man  to  one  vote,  but,  if  this  sub- 
section were  passed  as  it  now  stood,  it  would  give 
Mr,  Stewart 


every  man  with  a  wife  and  grown-up  daughters 
a  vote  for  each. 

Mr.  IRELAND  would  support  the  recommittal 
of  tho  Bill,  not  to  alter  the  word  "  person  "  in  the 
1st  subsection  of  clause  2  to  '*  man,"  but  to  ex> 
cise  that  subsection  altogether:  and  he  would 
divide  the  House  upon  the  question.  He  held 
that  every  man  in  the  colony,  whether  he  had 
property  or  not,  was  entitled  to  be  represented, 
and  it  was  upon  that  ground  that  he  intended  to 
divide  the  House  upon  the  excision  of  this  sub- 
section. He  hoped  the  GoTerumcnt  would  pass 
the  measure  in  such  a  way  as  to  give  manhood 
suffrage  pure  and  simple,  and  he  held  that  the 
country  would  not  be  satisfied  unless  (hat  prin- 
j  ciple  was  adopted. 

j      Mr.  ANDREWS  was  exceedingly  pleased  to 
liear  the  honorable  gentleman  who  had  just  sat 
'  down  express  himself  as  he  had  done.     He  would 
on  every  occasion  vote  so  that  the  Bill,  if  not  re- 
stored to  its  original  shape,  should  provide  solely 
for  manhood  residential  suffrage.     He  did  not  see 
why  the  Government  had  not  stood  by  their  Bill 
I  as  it  originally  stood.     He  would  have  thought 
I  that  they  would  try  to  get  the  word  "  man "  re- 
stored ;  and,  if  it  was  possible  by  any  fair  means 
I  to  get  tho  word  restored,  he  would  vote  for  it. 
!  The  honorable  member  for  Parnell  had  used  very 
severe  expressions  with  regard  to  the  action  of 
the  House  towards  tho  Maoris.     He  could  not  at 
I  all  agree  with  the  honorable  gentleman.     In  his 
I  opinion  considerable  concession  had  been  made  to 
I  the  Maoris,  and,  further,  he  believed  it  would  be 
;  highly  satisfactory  to  them,  for  a  period  of  time 
'  at  all  events.     This  was  most  decidedly  an  experi- 
mental matter,  and  Parliament  could  only  deal 
with  the  Maoris  in  an  experimental  way.     Let 
the  clause  be  passed  this  session,  and  in  three  or 
four  years  they  would  find  that  (he  Maoris  would 
realize  their  position  in  a  way  which  they  could 
not  do  at  present.     He  hoped  by  that  time  to  see 
tho  whole  special  Maori  representation  done  away 
with,  and  the  Maoris  treated  exactly  as  the  Euro- 
peans were.     Therefore,  as  a  step  in  the  right 
direction,  he  would  vote  for  the  recommittal  of 
the  Bill  generally,  so  as  to  restore  it  to  the  shape 
in  which  it  first  came  before  the  House. 

Mr.  BRANDON  would  far  rather  see  tho 
2nd  subsection  of  clau^  2  struck  out  altogether, 
and  the  4th  subsection  so  altci*ed  that  no  Maori 
should  have  u  right  to  vote  unless  he  was  on  the 
ratepayers'  roll,  and  was  eei^ed  with  a  freehold 
qualification.  However,  he  thought  the  House 
was  only  wasting  time,  and  that  it  would  be 
better  to  leave  the  Bill  as  it  was,  and  send  it  to 
the  Upper  House  to  be  dealt  with  there. 

Mr.  OLIVER  hoped  the  House  woidd  not 
waste  any  more  time  over  this  Bill.  They  had 
already  given  a  very  fair  share  of  consideration 
to  it,  and  he  thought  they  had  arrived  at  a 
reasonable  solution  of  the  difilculty  it  was  in- 
tended to  meet.  The  honorable  member  for 
Christchurch  City  (Mr.  Andrews)  wondered  why 
the  Government  did  not  seize  the  opportunity  ci 
bringing  the  Bill  back  to  its  original  form.  It 
would  be  in  the  recollection  of  honorable  members 
that  the  Premier  had  declared  that  the  Govern- 
ment were  not  quite  in  agreement  as  to  the 
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woman  taffrage.  That  was  a  matter  on  which 
the  members  of  the  Goyemment  had  agreed  to 
differ.  The  Premier,  tlie  Colonial  Treasurer,  and 
himself  held  stroog  xiews  as  to  making  the  House 
the  real  reflex  of  the  opinions  of  the  community 
—  a  representative  bodj  in  the  truest  sense. 
They  recognized  the  value  of  the  opinions  of 
the  women  of  the  community,  and  thought  they 
should  be  represented  in  the  House  as  well  as 
the  male  sex.  In  his  opinion  the  part  which 
women  had  taken  in  public  matters  when  per- 
mitted to  do  so  led  to  the  conclusion  that  they 
would  act  yery  creditably  if  the  francliise  were 
given  to  them,  and  even  if  they  were  admitted 
to  the  House.  His  experience  of  the  actions 
of  those  public  women  in  England  who  had 
connected  themselves  vnth  various  good  causes 
assured  him  that  this  House  would  lose  nothing 
by  the  presence  among  them  of  half  a  dozen  of 
these  women.  He  did  not  think  that,  if  the 
suffrage  were  given  to  women  to  the  fullest  ex- 
tent, they  would  probably  become  members  of 
the  House;  but,  in  the  event  of  their  becom- 
ing members,  no  doubt  the  tone  of  the  debates 
would  not  be  degraded,  but  rather  elevated. 
With  regard  to  the  decision  the  House  had 
arrived  at  in  giving  this  limited  franchise  to 
women,  they  were  following  the  lines  which  the 
English  nation  had  always  followed.  They  were 
beginning  by  giving  women  the  freehold  quali- 
fication. By-and-by,  when  this  measure,  which 
was  simply  tentative,  had  proved  useful,  they 
would  go  on  and  extend  the  female  franchise, 
and  he  hoped  that  before  long  they  would  see 
women  afforded  the  same  privileges  and  rights  as 
their  brothers  and  husbands  enjoyed.  He  would 
bring  to  the  remembrance  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Waikaia  that  the  Bill  provided  in  the 
fullest  manner  for  manhood  suffrage.  What  was 
the  residential  qualification  ?  Did  the  honorable 
member  mean  to  say  that  a  man  could  bo  in  the 
colony  without  residing  in  it?  If  a  man  came 
to  the  colony  and  reuiained  amongst  them  for 
twelve  months,  and  resided  in  a  district  for  six 
months,  he  would  have  a  right  to  vote.  What 
more  did  the  honorable  member  require?  He 
hoped  they  woidd  not  waste  any  more  valuable 
time,  but  would  refuse  to  recommit  the  Bill. 

Major  TE  WHEORO  said  there  were  two 
points  in  this  Bill  relating  to  the  Maoris  upon 
which  he  would  like  to  express  himself.  He 
would  like  to  alter  the  words  *'  seised  in  severalty," 
so  that  the  clause  should  read,  "  who  is  seised  in 
a  freehold  estate  of  the  value  of  £25."  That  was 
why  he  was  in  favour  of  the  Bill  being  recom- 
mitted. Also,  as  the  House  had  decided  that 
women  should  have  votes,  he  would  move  that, 
in  the  4th  clause,  the  word  "male"  should 
be  struck  out,  and  the  word  "person"  substi- 
tuted, so  as  to  include  Maori  females.  The 
words  "  seised  in  severalty "  would  not  at  all 
apply  practically  to  the  Maoris.  If  they  were  to 
individualize  their  titles,  the  consequence  would 
be  that  they  would  sell  them. 

Sir  G.  GREY  hoped  the  House  would  agree 
to  the  recommittal  of  this  Bill.  He  heard  one 
honorable  member  say  that  both  sides  of  the 
House  admitted  that  this  was  a  veiy  good  Bdl. 


He  denied  that  assertion  absolutely.  A  large 
number  of  members  did  not  think  it  a  good 
Bill.  The  Minister  for  Public  Works  said  that 
the  G-overnment  had  determined  that  this  Bill 
should  produce  a  reflex  of  the  country. 

Mr.  GISBOENE  said  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works  stated  that  three  members  of  the  Govern- 
ment wished  it  to  be  a  reflex  of  the  country,  and 
that  the  others  did  not. 

Mr.  OLIVER  said  that  what  he  stated  was, 
that  he  desired  that  this  House  should  eventually 
become  a  perfect  representation  of  the  country — 
both  of  the  male  sex  and  the  female. 

Sir  G.  GREY  said  the  honorable  gentleman 
then  meant  that  he  did  not  desire  that  the  House 
should  for  some  time  be  a  reflex  of  the  country. 

Mr.  OLIVER.— No. 

Sir  G.  GREY  said,  then  the  honorable  member 
meant  it  privately  and  confidentially,  as  honor- 
able gentlemen  did  when  they  applied  for  Kalive 
lands.  This  Bill  would  make  the  House,  not  the 
reflex  of  the  country,  but  the  reflex  of  the  money 
of  the  country.  With  very  great  regret  indeed 
he  had  seen  that  some  honorable  gentlemen  did 
not  understand  the  meaning  of  the  Bill.  With 
regard  to  allowing  plural  voting,  ho  had  heard  it 
argued  that  its  effect  would  be  to  encourage  the 
acquisition  of  property.  He  maintained  that 
it  would  discourage  the  acquisition  of  property. 
They  could  do  nothing  worse  than  induce  men  to 
scatter  their  property  in  various  electoi-ates,  so  as 
to  have  property  worth  only  £26  in  each.  No  poor 
man  can  do  that.  Property  so  scattered  would 
be  worth  nothing  to  a  poor  man.  Nor  did  this 
Bill  provide  for  the  representation  of  property, 
because  a  man  having  fire  thousand  or  ten  thou- 
sand acres  in  one  electoral  district  would  only 
have  one  vote.  But  what  it  did  was,  to  enable  a 
roan  who  had  money  at  his  disposal  to  speculate 
in  several  districts,  getting  property  worth  £25 
in  each  district,  aud  securing  a  large  number  of 
votes.  The  result  inevitably  would  be,  that  the 
electoral  districts  would  be  rushed.  Trains  full 
of  people  would  go  out  from  the  towns,  and  they 
would  return  members  for  nearly  all  the  electoral 
districts  in  the  vicinity  of  those  towns.  He  was 
sure  that  if  honorable  members  woidd  reflect 
they  would  find  that  the  best  thing  to  do  would 
be  to  let  each  man  have  one  vote.  That  was  the 
true  principle  upon  which  represeutation  should 
proceed.  If  it  was  determined  to  give  votes  to 
property,  let  votes  be  given  to  property  in  pro- 
portion to  value.  Ho  altogether  objected  to  such 
a  system,  but  he  did  think  they  ought  to  get  rid 
of  this  most  mischievous  principle  of  giving  a 
vote  for  twenty -five  pounds  worth  of  property  in 
every  district,  and  of  encouraging  people  to  split 
up  their  properties  in  this  way.  It  would  be 
creating  property  which  would  be  useless. 

Mr.  OLIVER.— Village  settlements. 

Sir  G.  GREY  maintained  that  it  would  be 
of  no  use  to  the  inhabitants  of  village  settle- 
ments. What  would  be  the  use  of  a  man  having 
twenty-five  pounds'  worth  of  property  in  one 
village  settlement,  and  twenty-five  pounds'  worth 
in  liuother  village  settlement?  If  residence  was 
not  compelled,  it  would  be  of  no  use  at  all.  This 
simply  meant  that  great  speculators  would  buy 
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aUotments  in  each  Tillage  satUement  to  get  votes, 
and  do  nothing  with  the  property.  It  was  not 
fair  that  men  who  scattered  property  about  in 
that  waj  should  possess  a  power  which  would 
oppress  the  rest  of  their  countrymen.  The  same 
thing  was  now  to  be  done  with  regard  to  females. 
It  was  only  females  with  property  of  a  certain 
amount  who  would  be  allowed  to  vote.  It  was 
impossible  for  the  Goyemment  to  refuse  the  re- 
committal of  tbe  Bill,  because  those  who  wished 
to  introduce  the  word  "person"  into  the  Ist 
subsection,  were  allowed  to  do  so  in  the  belief 
that  it  would  also  be  inserted  in  the  2nd  ^sub- 
section. What  could  be  more  unfair  than  to 
hurry  the  House  into  the  adoption  of  a  principle 
in  one  subsection  and  refuse  it  in  another  sub- 
section, and  then  refuse  to  allow  the  Bill  to  be 
recommitted  ?  He  was  sure  a  mistake  had  been 
made  in  saying  they  should  trust  this  measure  to 
the  Legislative  Council.  They  ought  to  do  nothing 
of  the  kind.  They  ought  to  send  up  a  perfect 
Bill  to  the  other  Chamber,  and  insist  upon  no 
alteration  being  made  there.  With  regard  to  the 
European  population,  the  Bill  ought  to  be  recom- 
mitted; and,  with  regard  to  the  Natire  population, 
he  thoroughly  agreed  with  the  honorable  member 
for  Farnell  and  the  Native  members  of  the  House 
that  the  Bill  did  the  greatest  injustice  to  the 
Native  population,  and  that  the  very  least  that 
should  be  done  was  to  strike  out  the  word 
'*  severalty."  Even  then  it  would  by  no  means 
satisfy  him  ;  but  it  would  be  an  improvement 
He  trusted  the  House  would  recommit  the  Bill 
without  a  division,  and  t  hat  Ministers  would  carry 
out  their  promises  in  that  respect. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD  would  not  have  spoken 
if  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames  had  not 
chosen  to  repeat  the  speech  he  made  on  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill.  It  was  not  in  his 
line  at  all  to  misrepresent  other  honorable  meui- 
bei*s,  as  the  honorable  gentleman  persistently  mis- 
represented every  one  who  did  not  agree  with 
him.  He  simply  wished  to  point  out  that  the 
arguments  brought  forward  now  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  were  altogether  at  variance  with  those 
brought  forward  when  his  own  Electoral  Bill  was 
before  the  House.  The  honorable  gentleman  did 
not  think  it  at  all  necessary  then  ( ^  at  there  should 
be  only  one  vote,  notwithstanding  the  strong 
opinions  he  had  expressed  about  the  plural  pro- 
perty vote.  He  refused  to  admit  at  all  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  was  a  genuine  advocate  of 
the  single  property  vote.  As  to  tiio  argument 
about  tho  freehold  qualification,  he  thought  the 
honorable  gentleman  was  perfectly  wrong.  He 
did  not  put  it  ingenuously  to  the  House.  The 
truth  must  appear  to  the  mind  of  every  one  who 
viewed  the  matter  impartially,  that  the  lowering  of 
the  freehold  qualification  from  £50  to  £25  would 
enable  a  large  number  of  men  with  small  means 
to  become  freehold  electors  who  could  not  do  so 
now.  Honorable  gentlemen  must  be  aware  that 
there  were  throughout  the  colony  a  large  number 
of  men  of  small  means  who,  every  year,  laid  aside 
a  part  of  their  earnings  to  purchase  land  which 
they  might  enjoy  themselves,  and  might  leave  as 
a  heritage  to  their  children.  These  men  were 
attached  (o  their  small  properties,  and  would  be 
Sir  Q,  Qrejf 


proud  to  have  a  vote  in  respect  of  those  properties. 
A  better  class  of  electors  they  could  not  have  in  the 
colony.  They  would  take  an  interest  in  the  wel* 
fare  of  the  colony  and  would  feel  a  pride  in  exer- 
cising their  electoral  franchise.  Those  were  the 
people  they  wanted  to  take  part  in  their  elections. 
He  did  not  for  a  single  moment  believe  in  the 
cry  rabed  by  the  honorable  member  for  Waikaia, 
and  other  honorable  members,  against  everybody 
who  had  property  exeroising  the  franchise.  Why 
should  they  take  away  a  right  given  by  the  Con- 
stitution  Act  and  enjoyed  for  twenty-five  years  in 
this  colony,  and  which  had  never  been  wrongly 
used  ?  There  was  no  better  class  of  electors  in 
tho  colony  than  those  who  voted  in  consideration 
of  their  freehold  quaUfication.  There  was  a  good 
deal  of  nonsense  talked  about  the  residential 
vote.  When  the  honorable  member  for  Welling- 
ton Country  District  proposed  that  the  2nd  sub- 
sectiou  should  be  struck  out,  there  was  a  laugh 
raised,  as  if  the  proposal  were  something  absurd 
or  something  irrational.  He  (Mr.  Wakefield) 
saw  nothing  to  laugh  at  in  the  proposal ;  it  waa 
a  sensible  propos^  from  the  nonorable  mem- 
ber's point  of  view,  and  every  one  was  entitled  to 
exercise  his  own  opinion.  He  considered  that 
the  freehold  qualification  was  twice  as  important 
as  the  residential  qualification.  It  would  destroy 
the  interest  which  the  great  bulk  of  the  people 
had  in  political  afiairs  if  the  freehold  qualification 
were  interfered  with  or  struck  out  of  the  Bill. 
He  had  never  altered  his  opinion  as  to  the  pro- 
perty vote ;  but  since  exceptional  taxation  had 
been  placed  on  land  there  was  just  ground  given 
for  the  exceptional  francliise.  On  the  ground  of 
expediency,  there  was  a  great  deal  to  be  said  in 
favour  of  the  plural  property  vote,  but  he  was  not 
an  advocate  for  it.  The  honorable  member  for 
the  Ihumes,  who  was  a  strong  advocate  for  it  only 
twelve  months  ago,  warmly  opposed  himself  and 
other  honorable  members  when  they  endeavoured 
to  do  away  with  the  plural  property  vote. 

Sir  G.  OBEY  said  that  he  had  always  been  in 
favour  of  doing  away  with  that  vote. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD  said  the  honorable  gentle- 
man had  put  the  plural  property  vote  into  his 
own  Bill,  and,  when  an  amendment  was  made  to 
strike  it  out,  the  honorable  gentleman  got  up  and 
said  that  he  (Mr.  Wakefield)  had  made  a  great 
mistake  in  supposing  that  he  ever  meant  to  op- 
pose plural  property  voting  j  that  he  wished  His 
remarks  only  to  be  taken  as  referring  to  local 
voting,  and  not  to  voting  for  members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives.  He  would  refer  honor- 
able members  to  the  honorable  gentleman's  speech 
in  Hansard.  The  House  should  not  be  asked  to 
go  into  Committee  again  on  the  whole  of  the 
Bill.  He  did  not  agree  with  some  portions  of 
the  Bill — he  did  not  agree  with  the  female  suf- 
frage, for  instance — but  when  the  Bill  had  been 
passed  through  Committee,  after  very  full  dis- 
cussion on  all  its  provisions,  it  would  be  a  mia- 
take  to  have  the  whole  discussion  over  again. 
Honorable  gentlemen  who  had  objections  to 
make  to  any  particular  parts  of  the  Bill  would 
speak  precisely  as  if  those  parts  had  never  been 
discussed  at  all.  Why  did  not  honorable  gentle- 
men make  the  amendmenta  when  the  Bill  was  in 
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Committee?  Were  they  to  be  told  that,  after 
the  Bill  had  passed  through  Committee  in  a  par- 
ticular form,  it  was  to  he  recommitted  when 
certain  members  \fere  present,  and  as  soon  as 
circumstances  were  shghtlj  altered,  in  order  timt 
the  whole  Bill  roiffht  be  gone  over  again  and  en- 
tirelj  revised  ?  If  the  adoption  of  such  a  course 
were  allowed,  there  would  be  no  end  to  motions 
for  the  recommital  of  Bills,  and  it  would  be 
almost  impossible  to  pass  measures  through  the 
House.  He  could  not  but  believe  that  the  honor- 
able member  for  the  Thames  and  those  who  were 
acting  with  him  wished  to  obstruct  this  measure, 
and  not  allow  it  to  become  law  at  all.  He  felt 
perfectly  satisfied  that  that  was  the  desire  of 
some  honorable  members.  Some  honorable  gentle- 
men were  anxious  that  the  question  should  be 
settled,  and  that  the  female  franchise  should  be 
remored  from  the  Bill.  He  would  himself  like 
to  see  the  female  suffrage  set  right,  but  he  ob- 
jected to  the  recommittal  of  the  whole  Bill.  A 
number  of  honorable  gentlemen  hated  the  whole 
Bill,  and  did  not  want  electoral  reform  at  all. 
Thej  wished  to  keep  the  subject  dangling  before 
the  people  again  at  the  hustings  and  on  public 
platforms.     Tbej   wished   to  rcTiye   the   whole 

Question  in  Committee,  and  to  get  up  a  desulto^  i 
isoussion  which  would  last  the  whole  day.  He  j 
should*  certainly  oppose  the  recommittal  of  the  , 
whole  BiU. 

Mr.  MURRAY  hoped  the  Goremment  would 
oppose  the  recommittal  of  the  Bill,  for  the  same  I 
reasons  a«  had  been  given  bjr  the  last  speaker.  { 
There  seemed  to  be  a  determination  on  the  part ; 
of  certain  honorable  members  to  obstruct  the 
business  of  the  country  rather  than  allow  it  to  be  ' 
proceeded  with  and  carried  on  in  a  satisfactory  i 
manner.     Such  a  course  would  not  be  adopted  ^ 
by  those  who  wished  well  for  the  future  of  the 
colony.     He  deprecated  the  conduct  of  honorable 
members  who  indulged  in  personal  wrangliugs, 
and  who  imputed  yile  motives  to  other  honorable 
members  who  happened  to  disagree  with  them  in 
their  political  views.     He  challenged  the  honor- 
able member  for  Waitaki  and  other  honorable 
members  to  bring  their  charges  directly,  so  that  , 
he  might  have  an  opportunity  of  refuting  them. 
It  was  no  doubt  an  unfortunate  thing  that  the 
honorable  memt)er  for   Duncdin   City  was  not 
appointed  Attorney-General  of  the  colony,  and 
that  he  bad  not  had  the  drafting  of  this  BUI.     It 
would  liaTe  been  perfect  in  all  its  provisions,  and 
accurate  in  its  orthography.   The  honorable  mem- 
ber should  be  content  to  leare  this  matter  in  the 
hands  of  older  and  more  experienced  men,  and  , 
not  set  himself  up  as  a  teacher  of  law  and  an 
authority  on  grammar.   The  honorable  gentleman 
should  not  hare  shown  his  inexperience  by  in- 
dulging in  carping  criticism  of  certain  words  in 
the  Bill.    With  regard  to  the  remarks  of  the 
honorable  member   for  Auckland  City  East,  if 
there  were  any  amendments  which  the  honorable 
gentleman  considered  would  be  improTements  in 
the  Bill  he  could  bring  them  before  the  Minis- 
try, and  if  they  approTed  of  them  they  could 
be  introduced  in  the  BiU  in  the  other  branch 
of   the    Legislature.    The  time  of    the    House 
should  not  be  wasted  by  a  wrangling  debate  on 


this  BiU  in  Committee,  of  which  they  had  had 
quite  enough  already.  If  the  BiU  were  recom- 
mitted, and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  next 
sitting-day,  there  would  no  doubt  then  be  a  fur- 
ther motion  to  recommit  the  BUI.  He  would  ask 
those  members  who  had  had  the  matter  fairly 
brought  out  in  Committee  to  accept  the  verdict 
of  the  House,  and  not  try  to  impede  business. 
There  was  an  evident  determination  on  the  part 
of  a  section  of  the  House  to  obstruct  the  business 
of  the  country,  and  to  delay  it  until  such  a  late 
period  that  members  would  not  be  able  to  wait 
any  longer,  and  then,  no  doubt,  to  throw  the  im- 
putation on  the  Ministry  that  they  had  not  been 
able  to  pass  their  measures.  He  exonerated  from 
any  such  intention  a  large  section  of  the  honor- 
able gentlemen  to  whom  he  had  the  misfortune 
to  be  opposffd,  and  he  hoped  they  would  not  allow 
themselves  to  be  dragged  at  the  chariot* wheels  of 
any  gentleman  who  had  not  the  decency  tp  wish 
the  business  of  the  country  to  be  carried  on  in 
an  orderly  and  satisfactory  manner. 

Mr.  SURIMSKI.— Question. 

Mr.  MURRAY  said,  if  what  he  was  saying  did 
not  meet  with  the  approval  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Waitaki,  that  honorable  gentleman  would 
have  an  opportunity  of  replying  to  him  at  the 
conclusion  of  his  remarks.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber must  not  suppose  that  he  was  the  only  man 
in  the  House  who  was  to  be  permitted  to  speak. 
The  honorable  gentleman  was  continually  inter- 
rupting honorable  members  of  whose  remarks  he 
did  not  approve.  They  had  seen  in  the  pubUo 
Press  of  this  colony  reference  to  an  individual  who 
had  been  described  as  a  parliamentary  nuisance. 
He  did  not  know  whether  that  term  applied  to 
the  honorable  member. 

Mr.  SHRIMSKI  hoped  that  the  honorable 
member  did  not  refer  to  him.  If  ever  there  was 
a  nuisance  in  the  House  he  thought  the  honorable 
member  was  one.  The  House  had  had  sufficient 
experience  of  that,  for  the  honorable  gentleman 
never  rose  to  speak  without  attacking  some  one, 
and  he  never  addressed  the  House  without  insult- 
ing the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames  (Sir 
G.  Grey). 

Mr.  BARRON  hoped  the  Bill  would  be  recom- 
mitted. He  was  not  one  of  those  who  desired  to 
obstruct  business  in  any  way,  but  he  was  sure 
that  this  Bill  had  emerged  from  the  Committee 
in  a  form  which  it  was  never  thought  it  would 
assume  when  it  was  first  presented  to  the  House ; 
and  its  appearance  had  not  been  improved.  WhUe 
the  Bill  was  in  Committee  they  had  been  led  into 
a  series  of  surprises.  First  there  was  the  altera- 
tion of  the  word  "  man  *'  to  the  word  **  person," 
which  was  assented  to  very  reluctantly  by  some 
members  of  the  Committee,  many  of  whom  were 
under  the  impression  that  a  remedy  would  be 
applied  in  a  succeeding  part  of  the  clause,  which 
unfortunately  had  not  been  done.  An  oppor- 
tunity should  be  given  to  those  who  desired  the 
alteration  to  urge  upon  the  House  the  advisa- 
bUity  of  having  the  word  "  man  "  restored  and 
the  word  "  person  "  deleted.  The  way  in  which 
the  House  conducted  its  business  seemed  to  him 
capable  of  great  improvement.  As  a  young  mem- 
ber, he  of  course  spoke  with  very  great  diffidence 
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on  thii  point,  but  he  was  of  opinion  that  it  Tvonld 
be  better  if  tbo  House  were  to  arrive  at  its  con- 
clusions by  a  Btfries  of  resolutions,  rather  than  bj 
discussing  Bills  which  hung  closely  together,  so 
that  they  could  not  withdraw  one  particular  por- 
tion without  injuring  tlie  whole.  He  threw  out 
this  suf^gestion  for  the  consideration  of  those 
honorable  gentlemen  who  had  been  longer  in  the 
House  than  himself,  and  whose  experience  would 
warrant  them  in  initiating  a  reform  by  which  the 
business  of  the  House  should  be  conducted  by  a 
series  of  resolutions  rather  than  by  the  considera- 
tion of  complete  Bills.  He  hoped  the  House 
would  at  once  agree  to  the  recommittal  of  the 
Bill,  and  tliat  the  Committee  would  not  only  be 
able  to  effect  a  change  in  subsection  (1),  but  that 
they  would  also  consider  a  very  excellent  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Aka^oa,  to  insert  in  line  4  of  section  2,  after  the 
word  "  Act,"  the  following  words : — 

**  ProTided  always  that  no  person  shall  by 
rirtue  of  this  Act  be  entitled  to  hare  his  name 
placed  as  an  elector  on  more  than  one  electoral 
roll  in  force  in  the  colony  for  the  time  being/* 

He  hoped  that  proposal,  at  all  events,  would 
have  fair-play,  and  not  be  rejected  without  the 
most  mature  consideration. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  '  amendments 
made  by  the  Committee  be  agreed  to  '  stand  part 
of  the  question ;  '*  upon  which  a  diyision  was 
called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         30 

Noes         84 


Majority  against . 


Ayes. 


Mr.  Bain, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Captain  Colbeck, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  LoTin, 
Mr.  Mason, 
Mr.  Masters, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Oliver, 
Mr.  Pitt, 
Mr.  Bichardson, 


Mr.  Allwright, 
Mr.  Andrews, 
Mr.  Ballance, 
Mr.  Barron, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Dick, 
Mr.  J.  B.  Fisher, 
Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher, 
Mr.  George, 
Mr.  Gisborne, 
Sir  Or.  Qrej, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 

Mr.  Barron 


Mr.  BoUeston, 
Mr.  Saunders, 
Mr.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Tomoana, 
Colonel  Trimble, 
Mr.  Wakefield, 
Dr.  Wallis, 
Major  Willis, 
Mr.  Reader  Wood, 
Mr.  Wright. 

Tellers, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Murray. 


Noes. 

Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Moss, 
Mr.  Beeves, 
Mr.  Beid, 
Mr.  Seddon, 
Mr.  Shephard, 
Mr.  Speight, 
Mr.  Stewart, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Tainui, 
Mr.  Tawhai, 
Major  Te  Wheoro, 


Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Hutchison, 
Mr.  Ireland, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  Lundon, 
Mr.  Macandrew, 


Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tole. 

Tellers. 
Mr.  Pyke, 
Mr.  Shrimski. 


The  words  were  consequently  omitted. 

Question  put.  That  the  Bill  be  recommitted. 

Mr.  BOWEN  moved  the  addition  of  the  words 
"  for  the  purpose  of  reconsidering  subsection  (I) 
of  section  2." 

Mr.  HALL  said  that,  although  the  motion  had 
been  carried  for  the  recommittal  of  the  Bill,  he 
trusted  the  House  would  agree  to  the  amendment 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Kaiapoi  He  under- 
stood there  was  considerable  desire  on  the  part 
of  some  honorable  members  that  subsection  (1) 
should  be  reconsidered ;  but  many  members  who 
voted  for  the  recommittal  of  the  Bill  would 
prefer  the  reconsideration  being  confined  to  that 
particular  subsection. 

Mp.  MOSS  said,  the  Premier  haying  singled 
his  objections  out  as  a  sample  of  the  debatable 
matter  that  might  be  expected  in  Committee  if 
the  whole  Bill  were  recommitted,  he  took  this 
opportunity  of  stating  that  the  House  need  not 
be  at  all  afraid  that  any  one  would  attempt  to 
prolong  the  discussion — when  in  Committee  he 
was  willing  that  they  should  eo  to  the  Tote  at 
once  ;  but  they  should  recommit  the  whole  Bill, 
Tote  on  the  whole  BUI,  and  have  as  little  talk  as 
possible,  as  he  was  sure  honorable  members  had 
all  made  up  their  minds.  As  the  Premier  had 
referred  to  the  action  taken  by  him  in  this  matter, 
and  had  singled  him  out,  he  said  emphatically 
that  he  had  no  respect  for  the  authority  of  that 
honorable  gentleman  when  he  laid  down  absolute 
opinions- as  he  had  done  with  reference  to  this 
Bill.  How  could  he  be  expected  to  accept  as 
authoritative  the  statement  of  the  honorable 
member,  for  example,  as  to  the  definition  of 
"  residence  "  or  anything  else,  after  what  occurred 
on  the  previous  day,  when  a  document  was  laid 
on  the  table  by  the  Government  so  disgraceful 
that  he  as  a  member  of  the  House  was  precluded 
from  looking  at  it  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honorable  member 
was  not  in  order  in  referring  to  what  took  place 
on  the  previous  evening. 

Mr.  MOSS  would  not  then  refer  to  it.  He 
would  simply  say  that,  ofter  certiun  eventa  which 
he  had  in  his  mind,  he  had  a  right  to  demur 
to  the  statements  so  authoritatively  made  by 
the  Premier.  He  desired  to  have  the  highest 
respect  for  that  honorable  gentleman's  position, 
and  for  the  honorable  member  himself  per- 
sonally; but  he  hoped  the  honorable  gentleman 
would  also  respect  the  opinions  of  other  honor- 
able members,  although  they  might  chauc«  to 
differ  from  him. 

Mr.  SEDDON  would  support  the  amendment 
for  recommitting  the  Bill  to  consider  the  Ist  sub- 
section of  clause  2  only.  He  did  not  wish  to  see 
the  time  of  the  House  wasted  in  going  through 
the  whole  Bill  over  again.  It  had  been  well 
fought  out  in  Committee  already,  and  a  diriaion 
taken  on  nearly  ereiy  clause,  and,  as  a  conclusion 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


1879.] 


Quatifieaiion  of  [HOTTSE.J 


Meetort  Bill. 


281 


had  been  arriyed  at,  he  would  support  the  views 
of  the  majority.  He  trusted,  however,  the  Go- 
Temment  would  support  the  proposition  to  alter 
the  word  "  person  "  back  to  the  word  "  man." 

Mr.  HA&fLIN'  disagreed  with  his  honorable 
friend.  When  the  House  was  in  Committee  on 
the  Bill  there  was  a  bare  majority  present ;  and, 
at  the  attendance  had  since  increased,  he  thought 
it  was  only  right  that  honorable  members  should 
consider  exactl?  what  had  been  passed.  He,  for 
one,  considered  that  the  House  had  been  legis- 
lating in  a  very  unfair  and  unwise  manner.  His 
own  opinion  was  that,  in  order  to  obviate  any 
difficulty,  they  should  have  said  at  once,  "  We 
will  bring  in  a  Biaori  Special  Representation  Bill, 
and  we  vnll  do  justice  to  that  part  of  the  people 
of  this  colony.  We  believe  they  have  a  right  to 
have  nine  representatives  in  this  House,  and  we 
aire  prepared  to  give  them  that  number."  Failing 
that,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  House  to  consider 
how  far  the  qualification  of  electors  under  this 
Bill  would  affect  the  general  representation  of  the 
North  Island.  If  the  Bill  were  passed  as  it  at 
present  stood,  it  would  do  an  immense  injustice  to 
the  European  electors  of  the  North  Island  ;  and, 
aa  a  member  for  that  Island,  he  objected  to  it  alto- 
gether. He  believed  the  easiest  way  to  overcome 
the  difficulty  was  simply  to  give  the  Natives  their 
fair  representation  in  the  House ;  and  the  way 
to  do  that  was  at  once  to  bring  in  a  Bill  stating 
fairly  and  aboveboard  what  that  representation 
should  be.  Let  there  be  no  trickery  or  collusion, 
but  a  fair  statement  that  the  Natives  were  en- 
titled to  have  nine  representatives  in  the  House. 
If  the  House  would  agree  to  that,  he,  for  one, 
did  not  care  whether  the  Bill  were  recommitted  or 
not ;  but  he  would  oppose  any  shuffling  or  trickery 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  Maoris.  He  had  always 
maintained  that  they  were  entitled  to  a  larger 
share  of  representation  than  they  had  now,  as 
being  the  original  inhabitants  of  the  country ;  and 
to  attempt  by  any  side-wind,  or  trickery,  or  pecu- 
liarity in  the  expression  of  a  clause  in  a  mea- 
sture,  to  deprive  them  of  that  right,  was  unjust  and 
unwise,  and  would  eventually  bring  evil  results 
upon  the  colony.  Let  the  members  of  that  House 
be  men  wise  in  their  day,  determined  to  do  their 
duty  as  representatives  of  the  people  of  New  Zea- 
land ;  and,  if  they  arrived  at  that  position,  they 
must  admit  that  the  Native  people  of  the  country 
were  entitled  to  have  nine  representatives  in  that 
Chamber.  Nothing  would  satisfy  him  until  that 
was  done,  because  he  believed  that  that  alone 
would  do  away  with  the  difficulties  which  had 
arisen.  He  had  listened  with  great  pleasure  to 
the  remarks  of  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Western  Maori  District  —  and  he  was  sorry  to 
have  to  make  the  distinction  in  his  title  of  call- 
ing it  a  Maori  district.  He  thoroughly  indorsed 
every  observation  which  his  honorable  friend  had 
made.  The  European  had  been  too  much  in  the 
habit  of  looking  upon  the  Native  as  simply  a 
Maori.    In  the  words  of  the  poet. 

He  flndf  liia  f«Uow  ^ilty  of  a  sldo 

Not  oolonred  like  his  own. 

And,  hftving  power  to  enforce 

The  wrong,  for  sacb  a  eanse 

Dooms  and  devotes  him  as  his  prey. 

Thai  wat    exactly    the    case.     We  found    the 
YOL.  XXXIIL-96. 


Natives  in  these  Islands  having  a  different- 
coloured  skin  from  our  own,  and  we  thought  we 
had  a  right  to  trample  upon  them. — (Oh,  oh  !) — 
He  was  speaking  of  what  had  been  a  fact  for 
years  throughout  New  Zealand.  He  was  speaking 
also  as  Chairman  of  the  Native  Affairs  Com- 
mittee, and  because  he  knew  that  many  of  the 
petitions  which  went  before  that  Committee  were 
based  upon  the  fact  that  Europeans,  looking  upon 
themselves  as  descendants  of  Great  Britain,  had 
come  to  this  country  and  had  trampled  on  those 
of  the  dark  skin.  That  was  but  a  fact,  and  it  was 
the  curse  of  New  Zealand.  It  was  a  shame  that 
any  one  who  pretended  to  be  a  descendant  of  the 
British  nation  should  so  act.  His  parents  came 
from  that  country,  and  he  had  a  great  fellow- 
feeling  for  the  people  of  that  nation ;  but,  rather 
than  be  a  party  to  such  transactions,  he  would 
have  his  head  severed  from  his  body.  We  were 
in  power  now,  as  the  Maori  members  had  told  the 
House ;  but  what  was  the  state  of  things  forty- 
five  years  ago  ?  Why,  if  the  Native  population 
of  the  country  had  chosen  then  to  stop  coloniza- 
tion— had  they  chosen  then  to  say,  "  We  will  not 
have  a  white-skin  on  the  Island" — would  there 
be  a  European  here  now  ?  No  ;  most  decidedly 
no.  And  he  spoke  with  authority,  because  he 
was  the  son  of  one  of  those  who  first  came  to  this 
Island  to  bring  peace  and  civilization  to  it.  Had 
the  opinions  entertained  by  those  of  whom  he 
was  but  the  youngest  descendant  been  carried 
out  by  the  6K)vemment  of  the  colony,  we  should 
never  have  had  such  petitions  seut  to  the  House 
as  he  had  seen,  or  been  landed  in  the  difficulty  in 
which  we  were  now  placed.  It  was  through  the 
degrading  accessories  of  cirilization  which  had 
been  introduced  that  we  were  now  landed  in  in- 
terminable difficulties.  He  remembered  the  day 
when  a  man  might  have  left  a  £20  note  upon  the 
ground  among  the  Natives,  and  have  gone  away 
for  days,  and  then  come  back  and  found  it  perfectly 
safe.  But  since  this  mock  march  of  civilization  had 
come  in  we  had  found  the  Natives  unfortunately 
too  apt  to  pick  up  the  worst  features  of  it.  As  an 
Englishman,  he  blushed  to  think  that  we,  who 
professed  to  be  the  civilizers  of  New  Zealand, 
should  have  taught  our  Native  friends  such  gross 
and  immoral  practices.  Now  a  man  could  not 
trust  a  £20  nole  in  any  part  of  the  colony  but 
some  individual  would  pick  it  up  and  be  off  to 
another  district  to  change  it.  That  was  what  we 
had  taught  the  Natives,  and  it  was  not  they,  but 
we,  who  professed  to  be  the  civilizers  of  the  uni- 
Terse,  who  were  to  blame*.  8ome  of  the  argu- 
ments of  his  Native  friends  were  quite  just  and 
correct — that  the  House  should  at  once  clearly, 
distinctly,  and  forcibly  lay  down  one  law,  saying 
either  that  we  considered  them  nonentities,  or 
that  we  would  give  them  their  rights  and  a  fair 
representation  in  the  House.  If  the  House  would 
do  that,  all  these  measures  would  pass  through 
with  the  greatest  ease,  but,  if  not,  then  there 
must  be  great  delay.  If  the  House  tried  any  of 
those  peculiar  tactics  which  were  so  well  known 
to  the  Parliament  of  New  Zealand,  and  to  all 
Parliaments,  they  would  be  doing  a  great  injus- 
tice, and  would  be  sitting  there  unwarrantably, 
because  they  would  not  be  in  their  right  position. 
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Let  the  House  pass  a  resolution  affinning  tbat 
the  Natires  were  entitled  to  nine  representatives, 
and  tlien  it  would  he  able  to  do  away  with  the 
so-called  dual  Tote,  and  could  proceed  with  the 
eeneral  legislation  oT  the  country  equitably  and 
justly,  and  without  delay.  But  if  it  denied  the 
Natiyes  their  fair  share  of  representation,  then 
assuredly  would  the  progress  of  legislation  be 
delayed,  and  the  blame  must  rest  with  those  who 
refused  to  do  justice  to  the  NatiTes. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
added  be  there  added ;"  upon  which  a  division 
was  called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayet         37 

Noes         22 


Majority  for 


Mr.  AUwright, 
Mr.  Andrews, 
Mr.  Bain, 
Mr.  Beethatn, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  Bryoe, 
Oaptain  Colbeck, 
Mr.  Dick, 
Mr.  Oibbs, 
Mr.  HaU, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  Leyin, 
Mr.  Mason, 
Mr.  Masters, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Oliyer, 

Mr.  Ballance, 
Mr.  Barron, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  J.  B.  Fisher, 
Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Gisbome, 
Sir  Or.  Grey, 
Mr.  HutcmsoD, 
Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Moss, 
Mr.  Beid, 

For. 
Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Fulton, 
Mr.  H.  Hirst, 
Mr.  W.  J.  Hurst, 
Captain  Kenny, 
Mr.  Moorhouse, 
Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Biohmond, 
Captain  BusseU, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 
Mr.  Whyte. 


15 

Ayes. 

Mr.  Pitt, 
Mr.  Richardson, 
Mr.  BoUeston, 
Mr.  Saunders, 
Mr.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Shephard, 
Mr.  Steyens, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Tomoana, 
Colonel  Trimble, 
Mr.  Turnbull, 
Mr.  WakeHeld, 
Major  Willis, 
Mr.  Beader  Wood, 
Mr.  Wright. 
Tellers, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Seddon. 

Nobs. 

Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Speight, 
Mr.  Stewart, 
Mr.  Tainui, 
Mr.  Tawhai, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Dr.  Wallis. 

Tellers. 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Lundon. 

Paibs. 

AgcUnet. 
Mr.  Bunny,  ' 
Mr.  Ireland, 
Mr.  Finn, 
Mr.  Beeyes, 
Mr.  Pvke, 
Mr.  McDonald, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  George, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Major  Harris. 


He  wishbd  to  correct  the  statement  made  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Geraldine.  Tbat  honor- 
able gentleman  had  attacked  the  ex-Premier  wRh 
regard  to  the  opinions  expressed  by  him,  and  he 
persistently  misrepresented  the  yiews  the  honor- 
able member  for  the  Thames  had  previously  enun- 
ciated. On  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  now 
before  the  House  he  took  occasion  to  correct  the 
statement  then  made  and  now  reiterated  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Geraldine  tbat  the  honor- 
able member  for  the  Thames  had  yoted  against 
limiting  one  person  to  one  yote,  and  that  the 
honorable  member  for  Geraldine  yoted  in  favour 
of  it.  The  fact  was,  that  on  that  occasion  tiie 
ex-Premier  yoted  in  £iyour  of  limiting  an  elector 
to  one  yote,  whereas  the  honorable  member  for 
Geraldine  did  not  yote  at  all.  With  regard  to 
the  yiews  the  honorable  member  expressed  at 
Timaru,  if  the  honorable  member  for  Geraldine 
had  taken  the  trouble  to  Hansardize  the  honor- 
able member  for  the  Thames,  he  would  haye  found 
that  the  honorable  member  had  distinctly  stated 
that  he  was  in  favour  of  limiting  persons  to  one 
yote,  but  for  reasons  which  he  explained  he  had 
not  put  this  in  his  Bill.  It  would  thus  be  aeen 
that  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames  had 
expressed  his  opposition  to  this  plural  voting. 
The  honorable  member  on  that  occasion  also 
stated  that  there  was  no  going  back,  and  that 
the  people  of  New  Zealand  would  not  long 
tolerate  the  possession  of  more  than  one  vote  by 
any  man.  Thus  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames  distinctly  laid  it  down  that  a  person 
should  be  limited  to  one  vote,  and  he  did  all  that 
he  could  to  carry  out  those  views. 

Question  put,  "That  the  following  words  be 
added :  'and  also  to  reconsider  subsection  (4)  of 
section  2 ;'  "  upon  which  a  division  was  called  for, 
with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         24 

Noes         87 


The  amendment  was  consequently  agreed  to. 
Mr.  HISLOP  moved,  as  an  amendment,  That 
eabsection  (4)  be  also  reconsidered  in  Committee. 
^r.  Hamlin 


Majority  against... 

13 

Aym. 

Mr.  Ballance, 

Mr.  Reid, 

Mr.  De  Lautour, 

Mr.  Speight, 

Mr.  J.  B.  Fisher, 

Mr.  Tainui, 

Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher, 

Mr.  Tawhai, 

Sir  G.  Gre;r, 

Major  Te  Wheoro, 

Mr.  Hamlm, 

Mr.  Thomson, 

Mr.  Hutchison, 

Mr.  Tole, 

Mr.  Ireland, 

Mr.  Tomoana, 

Mr.  Lundon, 

Major  Willis. 

Mr.  Macandrew, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

Tellers. 

Mr.  Moss, 

Mr.  George, 

Mr.  Pyke, 

Mr.  Shrimski. 

No 

xs. 

Mr.  AUwright, 

Mr.  Oliver, 

Mr.  Andrews, 

Mr.  Pitt, 

Mr.  Bain, 

Mr.  Richardson, 

Mr.  Beetham, 

Mr.  Rolleston, 

Mr.  Bowen, 

Mr.  Saunders, 

Mr.  Brandon, 

Mr.  Seddon, 

Mr.  Bryce, 

Mr.  Seymour, 

Captain  Colbeck, 

Mr.  Shephard, 
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Mr.  Biok, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Gisbome, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  liovm, 
Mr.  Mason, 
Mr.  Masters, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Murraj, 


Mr.  Steyens, 
Mr.  Stewart, 
Mr.  Sulton, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Colonel  Trimble, 
Mr.  Wakefield, 
Mr.  Reader  Wood, 
Mr.  Wright. 
TellerM, 
Mr.  Kell 


Dr.  Wallie. 


aUis. 


Paib. 

Against. 
I  Mr.  Ormond. 


Far. 
Mr.  Hifllop. 

The  amendment  was  consequently  negatived. 

Dr.  WALLIS  moved,  as  an  amendment.  That 
the  Bill  be  recommitted  for  the  reiconsideration 
of  subsection  (2)  of  clause  2.  He  objected  to  the 
unfair  way  in  which  the  debate  had  got  rid  of  the 
question  of  woman  sufiVage.  The  whole  ques- 
tion should  be  fairly  <ipened  up  again  and  dis- 
cussed, and  with  that  view  he  moved  the  amend- 
ment. 

Amendment  negatived. 

TELEGRAMS  FOR  ELECTIONEERING 
PURPOSES. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— Mr.  Speaker,  the  Committee 
were  kind  enough  to  allow  my  proposal  to  report 
progress  to  pass  without  opposition,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  enabling  me  to  make  a  short  statement  to 
the  House  on  a  matter  of  privilege.  On  mov- 
ing that  motion,  I  promised  not  to  introduce 
any  debatable  matter,  and  also  undertook  that 
honorable  members  on  this  side  of  the  House 
would  raise  no  debate.  I  said  that  I  would 
simply  make  my  statement,  and  allow  the  Com- 
mittee to  go  back  to  it«  work.  That  promise  I 
will  keep. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — I  must  say  we  are  not  bound 
not  to  make  any  remarks  if  the  necessity  for 
doing  so  arises. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— I  should  not  think  any  re- 
marks will  be  necessary  after  I  make  my  state- 
ment to  the  House.  When  these  papers  were 
laid  upon  the  table  yesterday,  certain  members 
had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  them  —  amongst 
others  the  honorable  member  for  Waikouaiti 
and  the  honorable  member  for  Napier  (Mr.  Sut- 
ton). If  I  am  wrong  in  vrhat  I  now  say,  the 
last-named  honorable  member  will  correct  mc. 
He  copied  a  telegram  from  myself  with  regard 
to  a  certain  newspaper  in  Napier,  and  gave  the 
contents  to  members  in  the  House  and  to  certain 
representatives  of  the  Press  outside  the  Hou»e. 
I  find,  on  reference  to  my  private  telegrams,  that 
that  was  a  private  telegram  sent  and  paid  for  by 
me.  I  have  the  telegram  hero.  I  am  going  to 
leave  the  book  in  the  hands  of  my  honorable 
friend  the  member  for  Rodney,  Mr.  Seymour 
George,  and  honorable  members  will  see  that 
the  statement  which  I  now  make  is  perfectly  cor- 
rect. My  copies  were  written  in  this  book  by 
means  of  a  carbonated  sheet,  and  this  is  an  abso- 
lute foe  simile  of  the  one  which  was  sent  to  the 
telegraph  ofiice.  I  have  ascertained  that  tele- 
grams from  other  persons  than  Ministers  were  also 


paid  for  and  sent  as  private  telegrams,  and  that 
these  have  been  laid  on  the  table.  I  have  abso- 
lute proof  of  what  I  now  state.  I  may  add  fur- 
ther that  I  have  given  instructions  to  my  soUcitor 
to  take  the  necessary  steps  in  this  matter,  and  I 
intend  to  follow  it  up  to  the  very  death.  That  is 
all  I  have  to  say. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — ^Does  the  honorable  member 
desire  to  make  any  motion  ? 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— To  enable  the  honorable 
gentleman  opposite  to  address  the  House,  if  he 
wishes  to  do  so,  I  beg  to  move,  That  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

Mr.  MALL.  —  I  have  only  two  words  to  say  in 
this  matter— namely,  that  my  orders  to  the  head 
of  the  Telegraph  Office  were  in  writing,  and  these 
were,  that  Government  telegrams  were  to  be  fur- 
nished. If  it  turns  out  tliat  there  were  other 
than  Government  telegrams  produced,  that  is  not 
my  fault.     I  am  not  aware  they  have  been. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— The  course  of  law,  I  find, 
will  settle  that  question.  I  am  sorry  that  I  shall 
have  to  go  against  some  people  in  the  office. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— The  Hon.  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Telegraphs  stated  last  night  that  he 
alone  was  responsible  for  the  entire  conduct  of 
the  Telegraph  Department. 

Mr.  HALL. — I  am  responsible  for  the  orders 
I  gave.  These  I  hold  myself  responsible  for,  but 
not  for  anything  else. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— I  think  the  whole  of 
these  proceedings  are  very  ill-judged.  The  honor- 
able member  for  the  Thames  (Mr.  Sheehan) 
would  have  done  much  better  to  have  left  the 
whole  matter  alone.  A  Committee  of  the  House 
was  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the 
whole  of  the  telegrams,  and  it  was  very  unfair  to 
that  Committee  for  the  honorable  gentleman  to 
make  the  statement  he  has  made  in  reference  to 
those  telegrams — a  statement  which  no  person 
could  possibly  judge  the  value  of,  not  having 
seen  the  telegrams.  I  am  not  referring  to  this 
particular  telegram,  but  to  a  number  of  others. 
They  have  been  referred  to  a  Committee,  and  I 
think  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames 
would  have  best  consulted  his  own  interests  and 
the  interests  of  the  House  if  he  had  ollowed  the 
Committee  to  proceed  to  their  duties  uninter- 
ruptedly, without  taking  any  steps  such  as  those 
he  has  taken  to-night.  I  must  say  especially  that 
I  think  ho  did  wrong  to  inform  the  House  that 
he  was  going  to  bring  actions  at  law.  We  have 
nothing  to  do  with  what  the  honorable  gentleman 
docs  in  his  private  capacity.  The  matter  having 
been  referred  to  a  Committee,  it  ought  to  have 
been  allowed  to  go  without  any  further  discussion 
in  this  House. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— Ccrtainlv  not. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— I  thiiikso.  Having  been 
referred  to  a  Committee,  the  honorable  member 
was  not  in  order  in  referring  to  the  subject  in  the 
manner  he  has  done.  Until  that  Committee  re- 
ported, the  subject  could  not  again  be  discussed 
in  the  House.  The  honorable  gentleman  has 
made  a  statement  which  certainly  would  open  up 
the  whole  discussion  on  those  telegrams  again. 
Ministers  are  open  to  imputation,  and  the  re- 
marks of  the  honorable  member  for  Wellington 
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City  (Mr.  Hutchison)  haye  not  improred  matters. 
The  subject  has  been  referred  to  a  Committee, 
and  that  Committee  ought  to  be  allowed  to  pro- 
ceed to  its  duties  without  further  discussion. 
We  shall  then  get  a  report  which  will,  I  am  sure, 
be  satisfactory  to  all  members  of  the  House. 

Mr.  SHRIMSKI.  — I  think  that,  instead  of 
saying  a  word  against  the  honorable  member  for 
the  Thames  (Mr.  Sheehan)  in  reference  to  the 
action  he  has  taken,  it  would  have  been  far  more 
graceful  on  the  part  of  those  who  spread  rumours 
about  to  accept  what  he  said,  because  the  honor- 
able gentleman  meant  it  in  good  will  and  in  good 
faith.  It  was  a  warning  to  those  who  circulated 
the  telegram  outside  the  House  to  stop  it,  and  not 
pursue  the  same  course  that  had  been  pursued 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Napier  (Mr.  Sutton). 
The  honorable  member  for  the  Thames  meant 
his  statement  as  a  warning  that  if  they  circulated 
this  telegram  they  would  be  prosecuted,  and  I 
think  that,  for  giying  that  warning,  the  conduct 
of  the  honorable  gentleman  ought  rather  to  be 
commended  than  condemned. 

Sir  G.  GBEY.— Sir,  I  cannot  at  all  agree  in 
the  doctrine  which  the  honorable  member  for 
Geroldine  has  laid  down.  He  states  that,  if  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames  has  been  in- 
jured  in  his  priyate  capacity,  as  he  chooses  to  put 
it,  this  House  has  nothing  to  do  with  it.  This 
House,  I  say,  has  eyerything  to  do  with  it.  The 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames  has  been  in- 
jured by  the  leaders  of  this  House,  by  an  abuse 
of  the  powers  which  this  House  has  intrusted 
to  their  hands.  It  is  not  in  his  private  capacity, 
but  in  his  former  capacity  as  a  member  of  the 
Goyemment  that  he  has  been  injured.  I  never 
heard  a  more  monstrous  idoctrine  than  that  which 
has  been  laid  down  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Geraldine.  Undoubtedly  the  House  has  eyery- 
thing to  do  with  it.  The  honorable  member  is 
in  the  hands  of  the  House  at  present ;  and  if 
those  persons  who  ought  to  protect  them  use  their 
office  for  the  purpose  of  inflicting  injury  on  honor- 
able members,  it  ought  instantly  to  be  noticed.  I 
do  not  think  a  greater  crime  could  be  committed. 
I  cannot  conceive  anything  baser  towards  a  pre- 
vious Ministry  than  to  take  their  private  tele- 
grams and  lay  them  before  the  country.  In  my 
office  I  have  left  every  private  and  public  docu- 
ment I  received,  except  from  members  of  my 
family,  and  should  be  glad  if  they  were  all  made 
public  ;  but  that  they  should  be  taken  out  piece- 
meal and  be  published  in  that  manner  is  an 
intolerable  grievance,  to  which  no  man  ought  to 
submit  for  a  moment.  The  honorable  member 
for  the  Thames  has  only  done  bis  duty  to-night 
in  bringing  this  matter  forward.     In  the  first 

Cce,  I  do  not  think  the  Committee  which  has 
n  appointed  a  fair  Committee.  I  do  not  think 
the  honorable  member  for  Geraldine  ought  to 
have  been  allowed  on  that  Committee.  I  think 
it  is  his  duty  to  retire.  I  think  tlie  honorable 
member  for  Cheviot  ought  not  to  have  been 
appointed :  but  I  am  told  the  Government  forced 
those  two  gentlemen  on  it,  and  would  not  allow 
the  Committee  to  be  appointed  except  upon  those 
terms.  I  think  that  a  most  improper  proceeding. 
I  have  no  confidence  whatever  in  the  Committee 
Mr.  WahefieU 


as  appointed,  and  I  intend  to  bring  everything 
before  the  House  and  the  country.  The  cha^ 
racter  of  my  colleague  the  honorable  member  for 
the  Thames  depends  absolutely  upon  this:  and 
why  is  he  not  to  rise  instantly  and  defend  hia 
character  when  he  can  do  it  ?  To  say  that  be 
should  sit  still  whilst  under  an  aspersion  of  thia 
kind  until  the  honorable  member  for  Geraldine 
passes  his  opinion  upon  it  is  one  of  the  oaost 
extraordinary  doctrines  I  ever  heard.  I  am  de- 
lighted with  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames.  He  has  done  his  duty  to  his  consti- 
tuents, to  himself,  to  this  House,  and  to  future 
Ministries ;  and  I  hope  that,  before  it  hat  done 
with  the  subject,  the  House  will  pass  some  vote  of 
censure  on  the  Ministry  for  their  conduct  in  thia 
matter. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— As  a  matter  of  personal 
explanation,  I  may  be  allowed  to  state  that  I  was 
placed  on  this  Committee  without  my  knowledge 
in  my  absence.  I  never  knew  of  it  unUl  long 
after  it  was  done.  I  was  not  forced  upon  it  by 
the  Ministry;  and  the  list  of  names  was  sub- 
mitted to  the  honorable  member  for  Port  Chal- 
mers and  approved  by  him.  The  honorable 
member  has  no  right  whatever  to  make  such  a 
charge. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  member  has 
made  a  personal  explanation,  and  I  cannot  allow 
him  to  reply  to  tne  arguments  used  by  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— I  have  made  no  reply 
whatever. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.- The  honorable  member  ap- 
pears to  be  refuting  the  charges  made  by  the 
member  for  the  Thames  (Sir  G.  Grey). 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— Then  I  am  sorry  you 
think  so.  Sir.  Il  was  the  interruption  that  took 
place  which  drowned  my  voice  altogether.  I 
was  going  to  say  that  it  was  done  without  my 
knowledge,  and  I  wished  to  add  that  I  felt  per- 
fectly competent  to  form  an  unbiassed  judgment 
on  the  honorable  gentleman's  character.  I  am 
sure  he  would  be  the  last  to  think  I  was  unable 
to  form  a  judgment  upon  it. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — I  also  must  make  a  personal 
explanation.  I  made  no  charge  against  the 
honorable  gentleman.  I  did  not  say  that  be 
insisted  on  being  placed  on  the  Committee.  I 
said  that  the  Government  insbted  upon  bis  being 
put  there. 

Mr.  HALL. — I  think  it  is  my  turn  to  make  a 
persona]  explanation.  What  took  place  was  thia : 
The  Government  drew  up  a  list  of  names  to  repre- 
sent our  side  of  the  House,  and  submitted  it 
to  the  honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers — 
I  do  not  remember  whether  the  honorable  gentle- 
man gave  us  a  list  of  those  who  were  to  represent 
the  other  side — and  out  of  our  list  the  honorable 
gentleman  objected  to  one  name.  We  agreed  to 
excise  it,  and  another  name  was  put  in.  There 
was  only  a  difficulty  conoeming  this  one  name» 
and  in  regard  to  that  name  we  came  to  an  amicable 
arrangement.  It  will  therefore  be  seen  that  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames  (Sir  G.  Gr^) 
has  gone  further  than  the  facts  justified,  in  saying 
that  the  Goyemment  insisted  on  the  honorable 
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member  for  Gl«raldine  and  the  honorable  member 
for  Cheriot  being  put  on  the  Committee. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.  —  This  is  a  somewhat 
delicate  subject.  There  is  no  doubt  the  Com- 
mittee was  a  compromise.  We  had  a  conyer- 
sation  about  the  matter  which  lasted  orer  a 
quarter  of  an  hour.  Two  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee were  yerj  strong  partisans^  I  must  saj,  and 
I  expressed  myself  to  that  effect  to  the  GoTcrn- 
ment ;  but  thej  afipreed  to  accept  four  members 
of  our  side  if  I  would  accept  an  equal  number  of 
theirs,  and  I  consent-ed  to  that,  because  I  knew 
it  would  save  a  long  and  acrimonious  discussion. 
Certainly  if  they  had  insisted  upon  the  names 
first  submitted  I  should  not  hare  agreed  to  the 
Committee  at  all.  As  it  is,  the  Committee  was  a 
compromise,  and,  as  I  consider,  not  an  unfair  one. 
I  feel  satisfied  that  it  will  deal  fairly  with  the 
question. 

Mr.  STEWART.— There  is  no  doubt  whatever 
that  the  honorable  member  for  Geraldine  pre- 
judged the  case  in  the  speech  he  made  last  night. 
Had  1  spoken  as  the  honorable  gentleman  did 
in  reference  to  the  matter,  I  should  certainly 
decline  to  sit  on  the  Committee,  which  cannot  act 
impartially  so  far  as  the  honorable  member  for 
Cheriot  and  the  honorable  member  for  Geraldine 
are  concerned.  I  do  not  attribute  anj thing  im- 
proper to  them,  but  it  is  practically  impossible 
that  they  could  come  to  the  consideration  of 
this  subject  with  that  impartiality  which  should 
gorem  a  matter  of  the  sort. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE. — I  must  protest  against 
this  system  of  telling  us,  before  it  sits,  what  a 
Committee  is  going  to  do.  Let  the  Committee 
sit  first,  and  bring  up  its  report:  then  we  can 
discuss  it  a3  fully  and  as  freely  as  we  like.  Erery 
Iionorable  member  had  an  opportunity  of  object- 
ing to  the  names  last  night,  and  they  did  not  do 
it.  What  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames 
(Sir  G.  Grey)  says  amounts  to  this:  that  the 
Committee  was  not  appointed  from  one  side.  I 
do  not  suppose  he  wanted  a  Committee  that  the 
House  would  beliere  in ;  he  would  like  to  have  had 
it  appointed  upon  his  own  ipse  dixit.  Then  the 
honorable  member  for  Dimedin  City  attempted  to 
prejudge  the  Committee  by  throwing  out  remarks 
to  the  effect  that  it  was  tainted  from  its  incep- 
tion. I  haTe  seen  gentlemen  like  the  honorable 
member  discoursing  in  the  Police  Courts  before 
now,  and  throwing  out  insinuations  against  the 
character  of  witnesses.  The  honorable  gentleman 
has  done  too  much  of  that  sort  of  thing  in  this 
House,  and  it  is  time  once  for  all  to  protest 
against  it. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT.— I  quite  agree  that,  the  Com- 
mittee haying  been  appointed,  we  ought  to  trust 
it,  and  not  prejudge  it.  But  material  has  been 
sent  before  this  Committee  that  ought  not  to  haye 
been  sent  before  it  at  all.  I  hold  in  my  hand  a 
telegram  from  a  private  individual  who  says  that 
he  sent  and  paid  for  several  of  those  telegrams 
which  have  been  laid  on  the  table  without  law 
or  warrant,  and  even  without  being  called  for. 
He  says,  "All  election  telegrams  were  piid 
for,  and  my  assistant  confirms  it."  Is  it  right 
that  the  Committee  should  even  see  such  tele- 
grams, or  say  anything  about  them  P    Is  it  not 


right  that  we  should  decide  now  whether  the 
Committee  should  sit  upon  such  telegrams  at 
all,  and  whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  with- 
draw the  telegrams  altogether?  I  asked  the  Pre- 
mier last  night  to  withdraw  the^e  private  tele- 
grams ;  and  I  say  now  that  the  telegrams  should 
be  examined,  and  that  any  which  are  not  strictly 
Government  telegrams  should  be  withdrawn  ab- 
solutely. The  more  exposure  that  is  given  to 
them  will  only  make  matters  worse,  in  view  of 
future  legal  proceedings,  and  I  hope  the  honor- 
able gentlemen  will  not  permit  the  language  of 
these  telegrams  to  be  usea  to  the  detriment  of  the 
persons  who  sent  them. 

Mr.  HALL. — I  said  last  night  that  I  would  do 
what  the  honorable  gentleman  requests;  and  I 
have  already  given  orders  to  that  effect — that 
the  telegrams  shall  be  traced  back  to  the  offices 
at  which  they  were  put  in ;  and,  if  it  is  found  that 
any  of  them  were  ordinary  telegrams  and  were 
paid  for,  they  shall  be  withdrawn.  I  have  already 
given  orders  that  all  necessary  inquiries  must  be 
made. 

Mr.  HISLOP.  — That  is  not  sufficient.  We 
know  that  mistakes  may  be  made.  It  may  be 
true  that  some  of  these  private  telegrams  are 
marked  "  G.  T. ; "  but,  suppose  they  are,  we 
have  the  evidence  of  the  persons  who  put  in  the 
telegrams  against  the  evidence  of  the  operators, 
who  may  have  kept  the  money  paid  for  the  tele- 
grams and  put  them  in  as  "  G.  T. "  telegrams. 
I  hope  the  Premier  will  at  once  agree  to  the 
whole  of  these  papers  being  burnt.  Where  there 
is  the  slightest  suspicion  of  a  breach  of  confidence 
on  the  part  of  the  department,  backed  up  as  that 
suspicion  is  by  the  statements  of  several  honor- 
able gentlemen,  we  should  at  once  agree  that 
no  further  use  should  be  made  of  the  papers. 
Then  there  is  another  point.  These  telegrams 
are  to  be  sent  to  a  Ck)mmittee  which  is  not 
sworn  to  secrecy.  If  the  Committee  had  been 
sworn  to  secrecy,  then  there  would  be  some 
guarantee  that  nothing  that  was  unfair  would  be 
done  with  regard  to  these  documents  ;  but,  when 
we  find  honorable  members  so  wanting  in  ordi- 
nary decency  as  to  take  copies  of  telegrams  which 
by  a  mistake  had  been  laid  on  the  table,  and  to 
send  those  copies  to  other  parts  of  the  colony, 
we  can  have  no  confidence  in  a  Committee  part 
of  which  ii  chosen  from  amongst  such  honor- 
able members,  because  there  may  be  members  on 
the  Committee  who  would  act  as  indecently  as 
those  honorable  gentlemen  have  done.  It  would 
be  better  to  burn  the  telegrams  than  risk  any 
further  breach  of  confidence. 

Mr.  REEVES.— I  do  not  agree  that  these  tele- 
grams should  be  burnt.  The  mischief  has  been 
done.  It  is  like  knocking  a  man  down,  and  apolo- 
gizing afterwards.  The  honorable  member  for 
Napier  and  the  honorable  member  for  Waikouaiti 
have  seen  and  taken  copies  of  the  telegrams,  and, 
they  haying  seen  them,  it  is  safe  to  say  that  their 
contents  are  known  to  the  whole  colony.  So  that, 
instead  of  doing  any  harm,  it  may  do  a  consider- 
able amount  of  good  to  let  all  these  telegrams  go 
before  the  Committee,  when  it  will  be  seen  whether 
these  gentlemen  have  acted  in  a  fair  spirit  and 
with  common  honesty.    It  is  an  absurdity  to  talk 
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about  baming  these  telegrami,  and  to  think  we 
•ball  get  out  of  the  difficulty  in  that  way.  We 
hare  got  into  the  difficulty — the  harm  has  been 
done — and  the  only  thing  now  is  for  the  Com- 
mittee to  make  a  thorough  inquiry  into  the  whole 
matter. 

Mr.  SUTTON.— Sir,  not  only  did  I  and  the 
honorable  member  for  Waikouaiti  see  these  tele- 
grams, but  a  great  many  other  honorable  mem- 
bers also  read  them  and  took  a  special  interest  in 
them.  It  was  only  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
or  twenty  minutes  before  the  adjournment  that 
I  got  a  chance  of  seeing  them.  The  honorable 
member  for  Kodney,  the  honorable  member  for 
Mongonui,  and  several  other  honorable  mem- 
bers on  that  side  of  the  House,  saw  them  and 
studied  them.  I  am  not  aware  that  there  is 
anything  wrong  in  my  taking  a  copy  of  any  docu- 
ment that  is  laid  before  the  House ;  and  I  have 
yet  to  learn  that  the  fact  of  a  telegram  having 
been  written  in  a-  book  used  for  ordinary  tele- 
grams is  a  proof  that  it  was  not  a  Government 
telegram.  There  may  be  many  others  in  that 
book  which  will  turn  out  to  be  Qovemment  tele- 
grams, and  I  hope  the  honorable  gentleman  will 
remit  the  book  to  the  Committee,  when  no  doubt 
it  will  be  seen  whether  they  were  private  or 
Government  telegrams. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— It  seems  to  mo  we  are 
anticipating  very  much  the  action  of  the  Com- 
mittee. I  merely  rise  to  say  that,  as  I  under- 
stand the  matter,  my  honorable  colleague  has  given 
instructions  that  a  fresh  inquiry  shall  be  made 
with  regard  to  those  telegrams  about  which  a 
doubt  has  been  expressed  or  about  which  there 
can  be  any  doubt.  The  documents  laid  on  the 
table  are  now  in  the  custody  of  the  Speaker,  and, 
if  it  turns  out  that  any  of  those  telegrams  are 
such  as  ought  not  to  be  there,  my  honorable  col- 
leogue  will  advise  Mr.  Speaker  that  they  should 
be  withdrawn.  Nothing  could  be  more  distinctly 
understood  than  that  this  Committee  would  deal 
with  these  telegrams  in  an  impartial  way,  and 
nothing  further  can  be  done  with  them  until  they 
have  been  thoroughly  examined.  Therefore  1 
cannot  see  that  any  good  purpose  will  be  served 
by  pursuing  the  inquiry  further  here.  I  ^hink 
it  is  a  very  great  pity  that  the  question  of  the 
impartiality  of  the  Committee  should  have  been 
raised.  There  is  no  doubt  the  Committee  was 
formed  in  the  fairest  possible  way  between  the 
leader  of  the  Government  and  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition,  concessions  being  made  on  both  sides. 
There  are  two  ex-Ministers  on  the  Committee,  one 
of  whom,  the  honorable  member  for  Totara,  has 
expressed  himself  very  strongly  on  the  subject. 
But  I  am  glad  to  say  there  are  gentlemen  in  this 
House— and  I  am  one — who  frequently  express 
opinions  upon  the  information  tliey  possess  at 
the  time,  but  who  are  ready  to  have  them  cor- 
rected by  further  information.  Wlien  gentlemen 
have  a  responsibility  thrown  upon  tlieni,  you 
have  no  right  to  say  that  they  are  not  capable  of 
forming  an  impartial  judgment  upon  a  question 
because  they  have  expressed  opinions  with  regard 
to  it  in  the  House.  The  thing  has  occurred  over 
and  over  again,  and  I  am  pei^ectly  satisfied  that 
the  honorable  member  for  Totara,  the  honorable 
Mr,  2ieeve9 


member  for  Port  Chalmers,  and  the  honorable 
member  for  Akaroa,  and  the  other  honorable 
members  from  that  side  of  the  House  who  are  on 
the  Committee  will  approach  the  subject  in  a  fair 
and  impartial  spirit.  I  hope  the  real  work  of  the 
House  will  no  longer  be  put  off  for  the  purpose 
of  anticipating  the  work  of  the  Committee.  The 
matter  is  quite  safe  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Speaker, 
and  the  Government  has  done  its  utmost  to  cause 
further  inquiry  to  be  made,  in  order  to  anticipate 
anything  that  may  be  unfair  in  the  papers  which 
are  going  before  the  Committee. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  —  I  disagree  with  the  last 
speaker  as  to  the  formation  of  this  Committee. 
I  do  not  think  the  selection  of  the  Committee  was 
fairly  made,  because  the  House  had  no  chance 
of  challenging  the  arrangement  made  between  the 
Government  and  the  leader  of  the  Opposition.  I 
say,  no  person  interested  in  these  telegrams  should 
have  been  on  the  Committee :  such  persons  should 
have  been  left  to  be  witnesses  and  to  explain 
any  telegrams  referring  to  them.  I  do  not  think 
it  is  fair  to  this  House,  or  fair  to  the  public,  that 
this  Committee  should  have  been  formed  as  it 
was  formed.  However,  let  the  blame  rest  on  the 
shoulders  of  the  Premier  and  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition,  for,  of  course,  it  is  no  use  for  us  now 
to  express  an  opinion  upon  the  formation  of  the 
Committee,  as  we  did  not  speak  upon  it  last  night. 
The  blame  for  the  whole  of  this  business  really 
rests  on  the  shoulders  of  the  Premier,  and  in  this 
respect :  At  the  time  the  question  was  put  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Cheviot,  we  were  all  anti- 
cipating the  no-confidence  motion,  and,  of  course, 
it  would  be  a  very  strong  argument  against  the 
party  who  wanted  to  get  into  power  again,  if 
these  telegrams  were  laid  on  the  table.  That,  no 
doubt,  was  the  intention  at  the  time  the  telegrams 
were  asked  for.  But  when  the  no-confidence  mo- 
tion was  withdrawn  and  we  settled  down  quietly 
to  business  again,  I  think  the  Premier  would 
have  acted  wisely,  and  would  have  saved  a  great 
deal  of  ill-feeling,  if  he  had  done  simply  what  the 
honorable  member  asked  of  him — namely,  to  lay 
on  the  table  the  telegrams  sent  by  the  Ministry 
as  public  telegrams.  And  it  is  not  too  late  yet  for 
the  Premier  to  take  that  course.  Last  night  he 
refused  the  suggestion  .made  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Auckland  City  East.  He  smd,  cer- 
tainly, that,  on  being  satisfied  that  any  of  the 
telegrams  were  private  and  had  been  paid  for,  he 
would  withdraw  them  ;  but  when  pressed  to  wiUi- 
draw  those  sent  to  the  Government  by  persons 
outside  the  House,  or  who  may  be  in  the  House 
now,  ho  would  not  agree  to  do  so.  That  is  where 
the  secret  of  all  this  difficulty  lies,  and  there  is 
still  plenty  of  time  to  withdraw  those  telegrams 
sent  by  individuals  to  the  Government.  It  was 
never  contemplated,  at  the  time  they  were  sent, 
whether  they  were  paid  for  or  not,  that  they 
would  be  brought  before  the  House  in.  this 
way.  Though  not  included,  it  may  be  that 
I  myself,  taking  an  active  part,  as  I  did,  in 
political  matters,  may  have  telegraphed  to  Minis- 
ters my  opinion  as  to  how  the  elections  in 
certain  districts  were  progressing.  My  telegram 
may  have  been  paid  for  or  it  may  not.  My  usual 
plan  was  to  pay  for  them  when  I  asked  Ministera 
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iat  adrioe,  bafc  there  maj  have  been  many  other 
gentlemen  who  did  not  pay  for  their  telegrams 
and  yet  imagined  they  were  strictly  private. 
Ministers  were  going  about  from  place  to  place, 
as  they  must  do  at  eleotion-times,  being  candi- 
dates themselves,  and  wanting  to  assist  other  can- 
didates ;  and  if  a  telegram  was  sent  to  the  head 
office  it  would  be  a  matter  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  department 
whether  he  should  telegraph  back  to  the  sender 
to  know  whether  his  telegram  should  be  sent 
on  or  not,  or  send  it  on  straight  to  the  Minis- 
ter. He  would  most  likely  take  the  latter  course ; 
and  no  doubt,  when  the  Minister  received  the 
message,  he  would  think — if  he  gave  the  matter 
a  thought  at  all — that  it  was  not  worth  while  to 
charge  the  person  who  sent  it.  It  is  quite  pos- 
sible that  a  number  of  these  telegrams  are  in  that 
position ;  and,  such  being  the  case,  is  it  not  fair 
to  ask  the  Premier  to  adhere  to  what  the  honor- 
able member  for  Cheviot  asked  him  to  do  ?  We 
cannot  recall  what  we  have  done ;  and,  if  honorable 
members  have  sent  any  of  these  telegrams  abroad, 
we  cannot  help  it.  I  must  say  for  the  honorable 
meniber  for  Napier  that  he  is  suffering  in  an- 
other place  from  the  action  of  some  honorable 
members  of  the  House,  who,  being  his  political 
opponents,  are,  as  he  considers,  using  their  influ- 
ence against  him  ;  and  it  is  only  natural  that  he 
should  avail  himself  of  an  opportunity  of  paying 
them  back.  I  say  he  is  not  to  blame ;  for  all  the 
blame  lies  in  the  fact  that  telegrams  which  were 
never  asked  for,  and  which  were  never  intended 
to  be  used  as  they  have  been,  were  laid  on  the 
table.  I  say  that  we  were  going  on  quietly  with 
private  business,  and  it  was  blamable  on  the  part 
of  the  Premier  that  he  should  have  produced 
these  telegrams  at  such  a  time.  Let  him  now 
say  that  he  will  withdraw  all  those  which  have 
been  sent  by  private  persons,  and  then  let  the 
Committee  inquire  into  those  which  were  sent  by 
Ministers.  That  is  what  was  wanted  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Cheviot ;  and,  if  that 
course  is  adopted,  it  will  be  rery  easy  to  get 
over  the  difficulty.  A  mistake  has  been  made, 
and  we  shall  be  only  making  bad  worse  if  we  go 
on  further  with  this  matter. 

Mr.  GISBOBNE.— Sir,  as  a  matter  of  personal 
explanation,  I  may  say  that  I  was  not  aware,  until 
the  motion  of  appointment  was  made,  that  my 
.  name  was  on  toe  Committee ;  and,  directly  I 
heard  it  mentioned,  I  said  in  my  place  here  in 
the  House  that  I  thought  it  would  be  better  I 
should  not  serve  on  the  Committee,  because  I  was 
a  member  of  the  Ministry  whose  conduct  was 
impugned.  My  objeetion,  however,  did  not  seem 
to  meet  with  the  approval  of  the  House.  I 
submitted  to  its  decision.  I  think  I  need  not 
assure  the  House  that,  notwithstanding  any  ex- 
pression of  opinion  I  may  have,  on  the  informa- 
tion before  me,  given  utterance  to  here,  I  shall 
try  on  the  Committee  to  do  my  duty  in  the  fairest 
and  most  impartial  manner. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.  — I  think  the  honorable 
member  for  Dunedin  City  made  a  mistake  in 
supposing  any  one  appointed  to  the  Committee 
will  not  act  fairly  because  he  has  spoken  strongly 
in  the  House  on  the  subject.    Aeferring  to  the 


honorable  member  for  Gleraldine,  I  must  say  I  am 
quite  satisfied  that  that  honorable  gentleman  will, 
OS  a  member  of  the  Committee,  discharge  his  duty 
impartially.  I  believe  with  the  Minister  of  Lands 
that  every  member  of  this  House  rises  to  a  sense 
of  the  responsibility  of  his  position  in  such  cir- 
cumstances, and  would  scorn  to  do  anything  that 
was  not  perfectly  fair  and  just  in  such  an  inquiry. 
And  as  for  honorable  members  having  spoken 
strongly  on  the  subject  in  the  House,  it  is  not 
those  who  speak  who  always  feel  most  strongly  j 
it  is  often  those  who  do  not  speak  at  all.  For 
instance,  there  is  myself.  I  do  not  know  that  any 
member  of  this  House  has  felt  more  strongly  on 
this  subject  than  I  have.  No  one  can  possibly 
have  felt  more  indignation  at  such  a  despicable 
thing  as  prying,  ana  spying,  and  taking  round- 
about processes  to  find  out  something  to  be  used 
against  a  political  opponent.  I  think  the  pro- 
duction of  some  of  these  telegrams  to  have  been 
a  gross  blunder  —  fallen  into  unwittingly,  per- 
haps; and  I  think  it  is  a  still  greater  blunder 
that  we  should  have  been  called  upon  to  discuss 
them  at  all.  The  Commissioner  of  Telegraphs 
said  he  was  only  responsible  for  those  telegrams 
which  were  produced  under  the  terms  of  his 
order.  I  liave  not  seen  these  telegrams,  and  do 
not  know  what  they  contain  ;  but,  supposing  there 
are  some  of  them  which  he  has  not  ordered,  is 
he  not  responsible  for  them,  or  are  the  unfortu- 
nate clerks  in  the  office  to  be  punished  because  he 
has  not  ordered  them  to  be  produced  ?  Is  the 
displeasure  of  this  House,  and  of  the  political 
head  of  the  department,  to  fall  upon  those  men 
because,  in  carrying  out  his  order  as  they  thought, 
they  have  unwittingly  supplied  documents  that 
he  did  not  intend,  thinking,  no  doubt,  that  in  that 
respect  they  would  be  pleasing  Ministers  ? 

Mr.  HALL.— No. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  say  Yes.  They  got  the 
order,  and  no  doubt  they  set  themselves  to  work 
to  ransack  the  office  and  turn  up  every  telegram 
that  would  tell  against  the  opposite  party,  and 
please  the  parties  they  were  8er?ing.  That  is 
exactly  what  it  comes  to.  I  understand  him  to 
say  now  that  he  stands  strictly  by  the  written 
order  which  he  gave,  and  that  anything  beyond 
that  is  a  matter  of  blame  and  censure  upon  the 
officers  of  the  department.  I  understood  him  to 
say  most  distinctly  last  night  that  he  was  respon- 
sible for  everything  done  in  that  department ; 
that  the  officers  of  that  department  were  of  a  most 
impeccable  character — no  men  better.  But  we  now 
know  differently.  We  know  a  number  of  things 
that  take  place  somewhat  different  from  that.  I 
do  not  lay  blame  on  the  department.  You  cannot 
expect  that  department  to  be  conducted  in  the 
way  a  Telegraph  Department  ought  to  be  con- 
ducted. When  you  take  boys  from  the  street 
and  pay  them  a  paltry  pittance,  how  can  you  ex- 
pect them  to  conduct  the  department  with  that 
strict  secrecy  which  might  be  expected  from  men 
who  are  paid  a  sufficient  sum  to  be  above  tempta- 
tion ?  I  say  that  by  the  way.  The  Commissioner 
of  Telegraphs  said — I  am  speaking  now  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  Telegraph  JDepartment — that  for 
anjthing  that  took  place  in  that  department  he, 
and  he  alone,  was  responsible.    To-night  I  under* 


Digitized  by 


GooqIc 


288 


TelegramBfor 


[HOXTSR]    SUctumeering  Purpc9e$.   [Not.  14 


stood  him  to  saj  that  he  is  responsible  only  for 
anj  written  order  he  gare,  but  that  anything 
bejond  that  he  is  not  responsible  for.  I  would 
like  him  to  gire  no  uncertain  sound  on  that  point. 
It  will  be  a  poor  thing  to  shelter  himself  from 
blame  under  coyer  of  officials  who  were  only 
anxious  to  do  him  a  political  serrice. 

Mr.  J.  T.  FISHER.— 1  think  the  Telegraph 
Department  has  generally  worked  uncommonly 
well.  I  do  not  ^ke  to  hear  these  things  said 
about  secrets  escaping  from  the  Telegraph  Office. 
If  these  things  are  known  by  the  public  tlicry 
should  report  them  to  the  department.  It  is 
yery  unfair  to  make  such  statements  about  these 
young  men  because  some  of  them  are  not  yeij 
well  paid.  Is  it  to  be  said  that  because  a  man  is 
not  well  paid  he  is  not  honest?  I  held  the 
portfolio  of  that  department  for  nearly  two  years, 
and  I  heard  yery  few  complaints  indeed  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  it  was  conducted.  There  was 
only  one  case  of  a  breach  of  secrecy,  and  the 
young  man  was  dismissed  immediately.  If  such 
a  thing  is  known  it  is  a  public  duty  to  report 
such  a  case  directly  it  comes  to  light. 

Mr.  McLean. — I  should  like  to  support  the 
statement  just  made  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Heathcote  about  the  department.  When  I  had 
the  honor  to  conduct  that  department,  wheneyer 
there  was  a  statement  of  the  nature  alluded  to  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Wellington  City  I 
always  traced  it  to  the  yery  bottom,  and  I  am 
quite  oonyinoed  that  the  department  is  strictly 
secret.  I  just  wish  to  say  a  few  words  with  regard 
to  the  honorable  member  for  Napier  and  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames  (Mr.  Sheehan), 
who  appear  to  have  a  bitter  feud  against  each 
other.  As  for  the  attack  upon  me  last  night 
by  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames,  he 
need  not  think  for  a  moment  that  it  will  in  the 
slightest  degree  deter  me  from  ferreting  out 
eyeiything  that  I  think  is  wrong,  and  exposing 
eyery  such  transaction  that  I  can  expose.  With 
regard  to  the  junior  member  for  Dunedin  City 
(Mr.  Stewart),  I  think  it  would  be  rather  more 
becoming  in  him  if  he  did  not  interfere  in  the 
manner  he  has  done  with  this  Committee.  Let 
me  tell  the  honorable  gentleman  that  there  was 
some  time  ago  a  member  of  this  House  who  held 
a  yery  strong  opinion  upon  a  certain  case.  He 
lookea  into  the  whole  law  of  it  and  was  perfectly 
satisfied ;  but  when  he  went  into  the  Committee 
and  examined  into  the  matter  he  fought  on  the 
other  side  ns  hard  as  he  could. 

Mr.  STEWART.— It  is  untrue. 

Mr.  McLean.  —  The  honorable  gentleman 
says  it  is  untrue.  Then  the  honorable  gentle- 
man knows  what  I  am  referring  to.  No  doubt 
the  cap  fits  the  honorable  gentleman.  I  say  the 
honorable  gentleman  I 'refer  to  looked  into  the 
whole  case,  and  persuaded  the  man  who  was 
bringing  the  case  forward  to  press  it  on,  and  yet 
when  he  got  on  to  the  Committee  he  was  con- 
yinced  that  he  was  wrong,  and  went  in  for  the 
other  side.  If  there  was  such  a  case  as  that,  why 
does  the  honorable  member  for  Dunedin  City  get 
up  and  challenge  it  P 

Mr.  SPEIGHT.— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order 
Mr,  Suichiton 


The  honorable  member  for  Dunedin  City  haa 
distinctly  denied  that  such  a  thing  occurred. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  — I  do  not  know  what  the 
honorable  member  is  alluding  to. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT.- He  is  alluding  to  reports  in 
newspapers. 

Mr.  MoLEAN. — I  am  not  referring  to  newa- 
papers  at  all.  I  made  a  certain  statement  about 
a  gentleman  who  spoke  strongly  on  one  side,  and 
then,  when  he  went  on  (o  a  Committee,  changed 
to  the  other  side  and  adyocaled  it  with  all  his 
strength.  I  only  mention  this  to  show  that  a 
gentleman  who  expresses  strong  opinions  npon 
one  side  of  a  case  may,  when  he  gets  on  a 
Committee  and  inquires  into  the  matter,  change 
his  opinion  and  go  on  to  the  other  side. 

Mr.  HALL. — As  I  haye  been  alluded  to,  I  wish 
to  make  a  few  remarks. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  — The  honorable  gentleman 
has  already  spoken. 

Mr.  HALL. — Then  I  submit  it  is  yery  nn&ir 
that  a  gentleman  should  make  a  statement  when 
he  knows  I  am  unable  to  reply. 

Mr.  TOLE.— It  is  all  yery  well  to  giye  testi- 
monials about  the  working  of  this  department, 
but  I  should  like  to  know  what  satisfaction  is  to 
be  giren  to  those  priyate  indiriduals  who  haye 
sent  telegrams.  I  repeat,  by  what  authority  of 
law  or  precedent  were  these  telegrams  allowed  to 
be  laid  on  the  table  or  shown  to  the  Minister  ?  I 
have  looked  into  the  law  seyeral  times,  and  my 
opinion  is  supported  by  gentlemen  who  haye  read 
the  law  repeatedly,  and  I  cannot  see  Uiat  in  any 
case,  except  in  a  oriminal  proceeding,  should 
a  telegram  be  diyulged  or  made  public,  without 
the  consent  of  the  transmitter  or  the  receiver.  I 
think  the  whole  of  the  telegrams  should  be  with- 
drawn, and  if  the  Committee  is  to  inquire  into 
any  question  it  should  be  simply  this :  By  what 
lawful  warrant  were  these  telegrams  laid  upon  the 
table  ?  The  duty  of  the  Premier,  in  reply  to  the 
question  of  the  honorable  member  for  Cheriot, 
was  to  ascertain  solely  how  many  of  these  tele- 
grams were  sent  by  the  late  Ministers  at  public 
expense ;  and  eyen  then,  I  think,  propriety  and 
the  absence  of  law  should  haye  made  him  decline 
to  lay  them  on  the  table. 

Mr.  OLIVER.  — The  Premier  has  told  the 
House  that  he  gaye  written  instructions  to  the 
head  of  the  Telegraph  Department  to  produce 
Goyemment  telegrams  relating  to  the  late  elec- 
tions— meaning  telegrams  paid  for  by  the  country. 
I  do  not  see  that  any  distinction  can  be  noade 
between  telegrams  sent  by  the  Goremment  and 
paid  for  by  the  counti7,  and  telegrams  sent  to 
the  Goyemment  and  paid  for  by  the  country.  If 
telegrams  are  paid  for  by  the  country  they  become 
the  property  of  the  countij,  and  are  Government 
telegrams.  So  far  from  desiring  that  any  breach 
of  the  secrecy  which  properly  appertains  to  the 
Telegraph  Department  should  be  made,  if  it  is 
the  desire  of  the  Committee  to  which  these  tele- 
grams are  referred  to  except  from  their  exami- 
nation and  the  scrutiny  of  members  those  tele- 
grams which  were  sent  to  the  CK>yemment, 
although  they  may  have  been  paid  for  by  the 
country,  the  Government  has  no  desire  to  pre- 
judge the  matter.    It  is  quite  open  to  the  Oom- 
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xnittee  to  recommend  that  these  telegrams  shall 
be  excluded  from  their  operations,  and  the  Go- 
Temment  will  at  once  accept  that  adrice.  Our 
only  desire  is  that  justice  shall  be  done  to  certain 
honorable  members  of  this  House  who  haye  been 
unjustly  treated  through  the  influence  the  late 
GK>Temment  exercised  whilst  in  office.  In  that 
desire  the  House  should  sympathize,  and  should 
strengthen  our  hands  rather  than  interpose  any 
obetacles  to  arriying  at  justice  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— I  had  no  intention  to  raise 
a  discussion  upon  this  matter  at  all.  I^simply 
wished  to  put  myself  right  on  the  particular  point 
referred  to  ;  and  I  blame  the  honorable  member 
for  Geraldine  for  starting  the  debate.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Grey  and  Bell  has  proTcd  the 
claim  which  he  has  made  in  the  House  of  being 
a  more  advanced  Liberal  than  Sir  George  Grey. 
Judging  from  what  he  said  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Stewart),  he  is  quite 
aa  advanced  as  Jack  Cade,  and  will  be  ready  to 
hang  all  the  lawyers.  The  honorable  gentleman 
(Mr.  Stewart)  said  nothing  unparliamentary.  H 
lawyers  are  so  objectionable,  let  the  constitu- 
enciee  keep  them  out  of  the  House.  A  nice  mess 
the  honorable  member  for  Grey  and  Bell  and  his 
friends  would  be  in  then.  It  would  be  a  fine 
thing  for  our  profession,  because  we  should  be 
Tolling  in  wealth,  while  the  honorable  gentleman 
and  those  in  the  House  with  him  would  be  sent 
to  Coventry  by  their  constituents  for  their  short- 
comings. The  honorable  member  for  Geraldine 
has  appealed  to  me.  I  may  say  that  I  do  not 
agree  with  what  has  been  said  about  this  Com- 
mittee. If  we  are  to  have  a  really  impartial 
Committee,  we  cannot  get  it  in  this  House.  I 
cannot  conceive  of  any  Committee  being  formed 
in  this  House  which  will  not  contain  party  men. 
To  obtain  that,  we  shall  Lave  to  fall  back  upon 
the  messengers,  or  pray  a  tcUe*  from  the  gallery. 
Therefore  I  attach  no  blame  to  the  Committee. 
The  honorable  member  for  Napier  (Mr.  Sutton) 
was  good  enough  to  say  that  I  promised  to  hand 
my  private  telegram  book  to  the  Committee.  I 
said  nothing  of  the  kind.  I  said  I  would  place  the 
book  in  the  hands  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Rodney,  and  that  any  honorable  member  could 
see  it  uiere.  No  doubt,  after  what  I  saw  yester- 
day, the  honorable  member  for  Napier  and  the 
honorable  member  for  Waikouaiti  would  like  to  see 
my  private  telegram  book.  The  honorable  member 
for  Waikouaiti  said  he  was  determined  to  ferret 
out  everything.  That  is  his  special  delight  and 
pleasure  in  this  House.  He  has,  of  course,  the 
Shakespearean  excuse — "  'T's  my  vocation,  Hal : 
'tis  no  sin  for  a  man  to  labour  in  his  vocation." 
I  have  frequently  observed  in  the  Wellington 
papers  paragraphs  complaining  of  a  want  of  pre- 
caution on  the  part  of  the  Inspector  of  Nui- 
sances :  dead  cats  and  dogs  are  floating  about 
the  harbour,  and  coming  up  on  the  beach,  and  a 
nuisance  is  caused — stinks.  Now,  I  do  not  know 
whether  the  officer  who  holds  that  position  is 
about  to  resign  or  not ;  but  if  he  is,  and  if  the 
Mayor  of  Wellington  applies  to  me  for  adfice,  I 
will  point  out  a  person  to  him  who,  I  think, 
would  make  the  best  Inspector  of  Nuisances  in 
the  colony.    I  shall  not  mention  any  names,  be- 


cause  I  might  injure  his  chance;  but  I  promise 
an  honorable  gentleman,  to  whom  I  am  now 
referring,  that  he  shall  have  my  support  and 
influence.  What  I  complain  of  is  this :  When  by 
inadvertence — I  take  the  Premier  of  the  colony 
at  his  word — private  wires  were  laid  on  the  table, 
and  when  the  matter  was  brought  under  your 
notice,  you  recalled  the  papers,  the  honorable 
member  for  Napier,  the  honorable  member  for 
Waikouaiti,  and  other  members  on  that  side  hav- 
ing seen  them.  The  moment  you  communicated 
to  the  House  that  you  were  not  satisfied  about 
those  papers  being  properly  on  the  table,  what 
would  have  been  the  action  of  a  gentleman  P  A 
gentleman  would  have  said,  **  By  mistake  I  have 
seen  those  papers.  I  must  keep  my  lips  sealed 
as  to  their  contents  until  the  House  settles  the 
question."  That  would  be  the  language  of  a 
gentleman,  but  perhaps  it  would  be  speuing  an 
unknown  tongue  to  the  honorable  member  for 
Napier. 

Mr.  SUTTON.— I  never  heard  Mr.  Speaker 
make  any  communication  of  the  sort. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  did  not  call  upon  honor- 
able members  to  hold  their  voices  with  regard  to 
the  information  obtained.  I  think  the  language 
of  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames  is  too 
strong. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— I  did  not  say  you  did.  I 
said  you  called  for  the  papers  to  be  given  up  to 
you.  As  a  matter  of  fact  you  refused  to  let  my 
honorable  friend  here  see  them  after  you  had 
taken  them  into  your  possession.  The  intima- 
tion you  made  that  you  would  keep  these  papers 
until  it  was  determined  that  they  bad  been  pro- 
perly produced,  ought  to  have  been  sufficient  to 
cause  a  gentleman  with  any  sense  of  honor  to 
remain  sUent  as  to  their  contents. 

Mr.  SUTTON.— Sir,  you  made  no  statement. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— You  called  for  these  papers 
in  the  House,  and  I  saw  the  honorable  member 
for  Napier,  in  obedience  to  your  summons,  bring 
them  up  and  deliver  them  to  the  Clerk.  I  saw 
him  walk  over  from  his  seat  and  lay  them  on  the 
table,  in  front  of  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  SUTTON. —  The  messenger  came  and* 
asked  me  for  these  papers,  sitting  here. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— I  saw  the  honorable  gentle- 
man walk  up  and  lay  the  papers  on  the  table, 
and,  on  goine  back  to  his  seat,  cast  "  one  longing 
lingering  look  behind."  However,  it  does  not 
matter  much.  I  have  explained  the  reason  why 
I  brought  the  matter  before  the  House.  I  am 
prepar^  to  abide  by  the  decision  of  the  Com- 
mittee. The  honorable  gentleman  has  seen  those 
telegrams,  and  he  has  copied  one  which  was  a 
private  telegram,  paid  for  by  me  and  sent  to  a 
private  person.  He  went  about  the  building  dur- 
ing the  silting  of  the  House  repeating  the  oontenta 
of  the  telegram.  I  heard  him  repeating  the  con- 
tents to  two  newspaper  ^ntlemen  in  the  lobbies. 
I  spoke  to  him  in  a  quiet  and  friendly  manner, 
and  said  it  was  hardly  fair  on  his  part  to  repeat 
the  contents  of  a  message  which  had  been  unfairly 
laid  on  the  table,  and  which  was  under  your  con- 
sideration. The  honorable  gentleman  disregarded 
what  I  said,  and  went  on  to  repeat  the  contents 
in  even  a  loader  tone.    I  have  no  personal  feeling 
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against  the  honorable  gentleman.  I  have  been 
opposed  to  him  on  legal  matters,,  and  also  in 
politics;  but,  wbaterer  may  be  my  misdeeds,  I 
can  say  that  personally  I  hold  no  malice  against 
any  single  member  of  this  House.  I  have  eren 
gone  out  of  my  way  to  aroid  showing  any  per- 
sonal feeling  towards  the  honorable  gentleman. 
I  hope,  in  his  conscience,  he  will  be  able  to  say 
the  same  thing  of  himself.  I  doubt  it  very  much 
indeed.  The  Premier  has  been  good  enough  to 
say  that  he  holds  himself  responsible  for  the 
order  given  for  the  production  oi  these  telegrams. 
We  have  the  Commissioner  of  Telegraphs  giving 
orders  to  his  subordinates  to  perform  an  act  in 
respect  of  which  this  House  nas  made  special 
legislation,  and  attached  to  a  breiich  of  which 
there  is  a  penalty  of  £100,  or  six  months'  im- 
prisonment. When  the  honorable  member  calls 
upon  his  subordinates  to  produce  these  telegrams, 
if  they  have  been  wrongly  produced  the  penalty 
will  not  fall  upon  the  honorable  gentleman,  but 
upon  his  subordinates.  He  calls  upon  his  subor- 
dinates to  commit  a  breach  of  the  law,  in  regard 
to  which  there  is  a  penalty  of  a  specific  and  hard 
oharacter. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — There  is  no  penalty. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.  — He  has  called  upon  his 
subordinates  to  produce  these  telegrams ;  and,  if 
some  of  them  are  proved  to  be  private  telegrams, 
a  breach  of  the  law  has  been  committed.  We 
are  bound  to  presume  that  the  subordinates  car- 
ried out  the  honorable  gentleman's  orders.  Is  it 
to  be  supposed  that  the  honorable  member  took 
these  papers  from  his  subordinates  without  look- 
ing at  them  to  ascertain  their  character  ?  I  pre- 
sume the  honorable  gentleman  must  have  gone 
through  these  papers.  He  has  been  long  in  official 
life,  and  has  acquired  official  habits  ;  and  he  must 
have  seen,  first  of  all,  that,  the  papers  having  been 
put  upon  the  table  of  the  House,  it  was  an  act  in 
plain  violation  of  the  question  put  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Cheviot.  The  question  was,  for 
the  production  of  telegrams  sent  by  Ministers  for 
electioneering  purposes.  The  return  given  com- 
prised telegrams  not  only  sent  by  Ministers,  but 
sent  to  them.  Tlie  Minister  for  Public  Works 
has  suggested  that  these  telegrams,  having  been 
paid  for  by  public  money,  were  as  much  entitled 
to  be  placed  on  the  table  of  the  House  as  the 
telegrams  sent  by  Ministers.  I  cannot  see  the 
force  of  such  reasoning.  It  appears  to  me  that, 
having  departed  from  the  oiidinary  rule  and 
haying  got  these  papers  on  the  table,  Ministers 
were  bound  in  honor  to  adhere  strictly  to  the 
law,  and  treat  these  telegrams  with  inviolable 
secrecy.  I  said,  on  a  previous  occasion,  that  the 
production  of  these  telegrams  was  a  labour 
of  love.  I  believe  so  still.  I  am  not  speak- 
,ing  of  the  subordinates,  who,  I  believe,  are  in 
fivery  way  faithful  servants ;  but  I  speak  of  the 
persons  to  whom  the  instructions  were  given,  and 
Dy  whom  the  order  was  given  to  produce  these 
wires.  I  say  that  to  them  it  was  a  labour  of 
love.  I  can  quite  imagine  that  when  these  gentle- 
men came  back  with  the  documents  my  honorable 
friend  and  those  who  happened  to  be  with  him 
enjoyed  the  perusal  of  them  very  much.  It  must 
have  been  a  great  treat  to  them  to  read  these  tele- 
Mr.  Sheehan 


grams.  No  doubt  they  felt  greatly  pleased  at  the 
idea  that,  as  they  thought,  they  had  found  out 
that  my  honourable  friend  the  member  for  the 
Thames  and  myself  had  been  sending  wires  at  the 
public  expense.  The  joke,  no  doubt^  was  an  ex- 
ceedingly enjoyable  one  to  those  honorable  gentle- 
men. The  Premier  was  so  elated  that  he  forgot 
the  order  which  had  been  given  by  the  House. 
The  honorable  gentleman  now  tells  us  that  be 
will  cause  the  telegrams  to  be  looked  through, 
and  if  he  finds  any  of  a  private  character  he  will 
ask  that  they  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  HALL. — I  said  that  if  there  were  anj 
private  telegrams,  prepaid  by  private  persons, 
they  should  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— I  feel  deeply  thankful  to 
the  honorable  gentleman  for  his  great  condescen- 
sion in  saying  that  he  vnll  have  these  prirate 
messages  withdrawn. 

Mr.  HALL.  —  I  did  not  say  so.  I  hare  no 
power  to  withdraw  them.  I  have  not  the  slightest 
objection  to  their  being  withdrawn.  They  are 
now  in  the  hands  of  the  Speaker. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— The  honorable  gentleman 
says  he  will  have  no  objection  to  the  telegrams 
being  withdrawn.  I  should  occupy  too  much 
time  if  I  were  to  express  the  gratitude  I  feel  to 
the  honorable  gentleman.  I  should  like  to  have 
a  special  night  to  myself  to  enable  me  to  pro- 
nounce a  eulogium  on  the  conduct  of  the  honor- 
able gentleman. 

Mr.  HALL. — The  honorable  gentleman,  when 
he  first  addressed  the  House,  stated  that  he  did 
not  propose  to  do  more  than  make  a  short  state- 
ment, and  that  he  would  not  raise  any  debatable 
matter.  I  therefore  contented  myself  by  saying 
not  more  than  a  dozen  words.  I  ask  you.  Sir, 
whether  the  honorable  gentleman  is  not  doing 
more  than  he  has  a  fair  right  to  do  in  reply. 
The  honorable  gentleman  has  a  right  to  reply  to 
anything  said  in  the  course  of  debate ;  but  I  sub- 
mit that  it  is  unfair,  and  contrary  to  parliamen- 
tary rule,  that  he  should  introduce  new  matter 
when  honorable  members  have  no  opportunity  of 
replying. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  think  the  honorable  mem- 
ber is  exceeding  the  ordinary  limit  of  reply.  I  am 
aware  that  the  honorable  gentleman  intimated 
that  he  would  not  introduce  any  debatable 
matter. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN.— I  have  no  desire  to  discuss 
the  question.  The  honorable  gentleman  spoke 
three  times,  and  I  am  speaking  in  reply.  I  am 
desirous  of  expressing  to  the  honorable  gentleman 
my  deep  sense  of  thankfulness  for  the  favour  he 
has  been  graciously  pleased  to  show  to  myself 
and  those  who  have  been  injured  by  the  produc- 
tion of  these  telegrams.  He  says  that  if  it  should 
turn  out  that  these  messages  happen  to  be  private 
property,  paid  for  by  the  transmitter  or  receiver, 
he  would  have  no  objection  to  their  being  with- 
drawn from  the  table  of  the  House.  Would  he 
have  any  objection  to  the  proper  punishment  being 
put  upon  the  person  who  gave  the  telegrams  into 
his  hand  ?  Will  he  remit  the  punishment  that 
the  Court  would  inflict  if  the  charge  be  true  ?  I 
have  heard  of  locking  the  stable-door  after  the 
horse  has  been  stolen,  and  I  have  also  heard  of 
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death-bed  repentance.  The  honorable  gentleman 
tells  us  that  he  is  going  to  perform  a  similar  act 
to  bis  political  oppouente.  After  these  telegrams 
hare  been  sown  broadcast  orer  the  countrj,  and 
hare  formed  the  theme  of  manj  leading  articles, 
the  honorable  gentleman  sajs,  "  Eeallj  I  am 
Terj  sorrjr.  I  was  not  aware  that  this  was  a 
private  telegram.  If  I  had  known  that,  I  would 
not  ha?e  laid  it  on  the  table  of  the  Houae.  I 
shall  hare  no  objection  to  the  Speaker  being 
good  enough  to  extract  that  wire  from  the 
papers  on  the  table."  The  honorable  gentleman 
nas  an  extraordinorj  notion  of  what  is  due  to 
honorable  members.  J  submit  that  he  was  called 
upon  to  exercise  eren  more  than  ordinarj  fair- 
ness from  the  fact  that  these  telegrams  were  those 
of  his  political  opponents,  and  he  ought  to  have 
returned  an  answer  to  the  question  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Cheriot  in  exact  compliance 
with  the  terms  of  that  question.  I  eaj,  for 
mjself,  that  I  hope  the  benevolent  intentions  of 
my  honorable  fnend  will  not  meet  with  your 
approval.  I  trust  jou  will  not  allow  a  single  one 
of  these  telegrams  to  be  taken  out  of  the  return, 
but  that  you  will  l^t  the  whole  of  them  go  to  the 
Committee.  I  do  not  care  if  the  whole  House 
sees  what  telegrams  I  hare  sent  and  paid  for ; 
but  I  certainly  do  protest  against  any  attempt 
being  made  to  mutilate  the  return  laid  on  the 
tabic.  At  the  same  time,  I  submit  that  it  would 
be  a  proper  thing,  under  the  circumstances,  if  the 
Committee  were,  as  I  believe  is  sometimes  cus- 
tomary, sworn  to  secrecy  until  such  time  as  the 
telegrams  have  been  determined  to  be  public  or 
private.  That  would  be  only  fair.  We  have  no 
right  to  satisfy  the  pruriency  of  honorable  mem- 
bers, by  allowing  them  to  have  access  to  these 
telegrams  until  it  has  been  clearly  proved  that 
they  are  pubUc  property.  I  hare  but  one  more 
word  to  say.  I  have  ascertained  during  the  last 
few  days  that  a  practice  of  this  kind  prevails : 
Private  persons  telegraphing  to  Ministers  at 
WeUington  would  pay  for  those  telegrams.  They 
would  be  sent  to  Wellington  in  the  ordinary 
course,  as  private  wires,  at  the  expense  of  the 
transmitter,  or  they  would  be  marked  *'  Collect." 
If  the  Minister  to  whom  the  telegram  had  been 
gent  was  absent  from  Wellington,  the  telegram 
,  would  be  transmitted  to  him  and  franked  as 
a  public  telegram.  This  had  been  done  in  the 
case  of  a  telegram  sent  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Bnller.  I  believe,  if  these  telegrams 
were  examined,  it  would  be  found  that  they 
were  originally  private  wires,  sent  as  such 
and  paid  for  as  such.  I  am  sorry  for  having 
taken  up  the  time  of  the  House  so  long,  and 
should  not  hare  done  so  had  it  not  been  for  the 
fact  that  some  of  these  wires  have  been  copied, 
and  made  the  subject  of  newspaper  attacks  all 
over  the  colony.  Such  being  the  ease,  I  was 
bound,  in  justice  to  myself,  to  put  before  the 
House,  at  the  earliest  possible  moment,  the  fact 
that  this  very  telegram  which  has  been  made  the 
subject  of  attack  against  myself  is  a  private  wire, 
marked  so  in  my  private  book ;  and  it  will  be 
found  to  be  so  in  the  Government  office.  I  said 
last  night,  speaking  for  myself,  and  I  repeat  it 
now,  that  I  do  not  think  the  Premier  would 


willingly  be  a  party  to  the  offence  now  committed, 
— (No.) — I  speak  for  myself;  honorable  gentle* 
men  may  disagree  with  me  if  they  like.  I  do 
not  think  he  would  willingly  be  a  party  to  this 
proceeding,  but  I  believe  he  has  on  this  occasion 
allowed  his  exultation  at  the  discovery  of  what 
he  thought  would  lead  to  the  discomfiture  of  his 
political  opponents  to  overcome  his  better  judg* 
meat.  The  consequence  has  been  the  production 
of  these  messages,  which  should  never  have  seen 
the  light  of  day  except  with  the  consent  of  the 
transmitters  or  receivers.  The  effect  of  this 
inquiry  will  bo  to  shake  the  public  confidence  in 
the  Telegraph  Department.  The  confidence  of 
the  public  in  the  secrecy  of  that  department  will 
bo  shaken  if  it  turns  out  that  a  Minister  may 
demand  the  production  of  telegrams  from  the 
Telegraph  Office.  With  this  short  statement  I 
shall  now  leave  the  matter.  I  am  sorry  to  have 
taken  up  the  time  of  the  House  so  long,  and  I 
trust  those  honorable  gentlemen  who  are  anxious 
to  get  into  Committee  on  the  Qualification  of 
Electors  Bill  will  not  accuse  me  of  endeavouring 
to  interfere  with  the  progress  of  that  measure ; 
because  I  am  as  desirous  as  they  can  be  that  it 
should  be  proceeded  with. 
Motion  negatived. 

QUALIFICATION  OF  ELECTORS  BILL. 

This  Bill  was  further  considered  in  Committee. 

Clause  2. — Qualification  of  electors.    Freehold. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  moved,  That  the  follow- 
ing words  be  prefixed  to  subsedion  (1) :  "Subject 
to  the  condition  that  no  person  shall  by  virtue  of 
this  Act  be  entitled  to  have  his  name  placed  as  an 
elector  on  more  than  one  electoral  roll  in  force  in 
the  colony  for  the  time  being." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
prefixed  be  there  prefixed ;"  upon  which  a  divi- 
sion was  taken,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         22 

Noes         „.         29 


Majority  against ... 


Mr.  Barron, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher, 
Mr.  George, 
Mr.  Gisbome, 
Sir  G.  Grey, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Hutchison, 
Mr.  Lundon, 
Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  Moss, 
Mr.  Pyke, 

Mr.  Bain, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Captain  Colbeck, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  Jolmston, 


Atbs. 

Mr.  Beid, 
Mr.  Seddon, 
Mr.  Shephard, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Speight, 
Mr.  Stewart, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Colonel  Trimble. 

Tell4frs. 
Mr.  Ballance, 
Mr.  Montgomery. 

Noes. 

Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Oliver, 
Mr.  Pitt, 
Mr.  Richardson, 
Mr.  Rolleston, 
Mr.  Saunders, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Wakefield, 
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Mr.  KeUj, 
Captain  Kennj, 
Mr.  Le?in, 
Mr.  Mason, 
Mr.  Masters, 
Mr.  McLean, 

Mr.  AUwrigbt, 
Mr.  Andrews, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Dick, 
Mr.  Finn, 
Mr.  J.  B.  Fisher, 
Major  Harris, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Ireland, 
Mr.  McDonald, 
Mr.  Reeves, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  TumbuU. 


Dr.  Wallis, 
Major  Willis, 
Mr.  Wright. 
Tellert, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Sutton. 

Pa  IBS. 

Against, 
"M-T,  McOauffhan, 
Mr.  Studbohne, 
Captain  Bossell, 
Mr.  Acton  Adams, 
Mr.  H.  Hirst, 
Mr.  Kiobmond, 
Mr.  Wbyte, 
Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Fulton, 
Mr.  Moorbouse, 
Mr.  W.  J.  Hurst, 
Mr.  Whitakcr, 
Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Driver. 


The  amendment  was  consequentlj  negatived. 

Mr.  PYKE  moved.  That  tbe  word  "  person  "  be 
struck  out,  witb  tbe  view  of  inserting  tbe  word 
"  man  "  in  lieu  tbereof . 

Question  put,  **  Tbat  tbe  word  proposed  to  be 
omitted  stand  part  of  tbe  clause ;  upon  which 
a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  following  re- 
sult :— 

Ayes         ...        22 

Noes         31 


Majority  against... 


9 


Mr.  Bam, 
Mr.  Ballance, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Luodon, 
Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Murray, 

Mr.  Allwright, 
Mr.  Andrews, 
Mr.  Barron, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Captain  Colbeck, 
Mr.  Dick, 
Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher, 
Mr.  George, 
Mr.  Oibbs, 
Mr.  Gisborne, 
Sir  G.  Gre^, 
Mr.  Hamhn, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Captain  kenny. 


Atbs. 

Mr.  Oliver, 
Mr.  Pitt, 
Mr.  Saunders, 
Mr.  Sbrimski, 
Colonel  Trimble, 
Mr.  Wakefield, 
Major  Willis, 
Mr.  Wright. 

Teller*. 
Mr.  Speight, 
Dr.  Wallis. 


Noes. 


Mr.  Levin, 
Mr.  Mason, 
Mr.  Masters, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Beid, 
Mr.  Richardson, 
Mr.  Rolleston, 
Mr.  Shephard, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Stewart, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Thomson. 
Tellers. 
Mr.  Pyke, 
Mr.  Seddon. 


Question  put,  ''That  subsection  (1),  dause  2, 
stand  part  of  the  question  ;"  upon  which  a  divi- 
sion was  called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         32 

Noes         20 


The  amendment  was  consequently  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Montgomery 


Majority  for 

12 

Ayb8. 

Mr.  Bain, 

Mr.  OUver, 

Mr.  Beetham, 

Mr.  Richardson, 

Mr.  Bowen, 

Mr.  Rolleston, 

Mr.  Brandon, 

Mr.  Saunders, 

Mr.  Bryce, 

Mr.  Stevens, 

Captain  Colbeck, 

Mr.  Swanson, 

Mr.  Dick, 

Mr.  Tainui, 

Mr.  Gibbs, 

Mr.  Thomson, 

Mr.  Gisborne, 

Mr.  Tomoana, 

Mr.  Hall, 

Mr.  Wakefield, 

Mr.  Hursthouse, 

Dr.  Wallis, 

Mr.  Johnston, 

Major  Willis, 

Mr.  Kelly, 

Mr.  Wright. 

Captain  Kenny, 

Mr.  Levin, 

Tellers. 

Mr.  Mason, 

Mr.  Pitt, 

Mr.  McLean, 

Mr.  Sutton. 

Noes. 

Mr.  Ballance, 

Mr.  Sbepbard, 

Mr.  Barron, 

Mr.  Sbrimski, 

Mr.  De  Lautour, 

Mr.  Speight, 

Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher, 

Mr.  Stewart, 

Sir  G.  Ghey, 

Mr.  Tawhai, 

Mr.  Hutchison, 

Major  Te  Wheoro, 

Mr.  Lundon, 

Colonel  Trimble. 

Mr.  Macandrew, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

Tellers. 

Mr.  Moss, 

Mr.  George, 

Mr.  Seddon, 

Mr.  Murray. 

Pa. 

[B6. 

For. 

Against. 

Mr.  Acton  Adams, 

Mr.  Dick, 

Major  Atkinson, 

Mr.  Tole, 

Mr.  Driver, 

Mr.  TumbuU, 

Mr.  Fulton, 

Mr.  Irebmd, 

Mr.  H.  Hirst, 

Mr.  Finn, 

Mr.  W.  J.  Hurst, 

Mr.  Reeves, 

Mr.  Masters, 

Mr.  Reid, 

Mr.  MoCaughan, 

Mr.  Allwright, 

Mr.  Moorbouse, 

Mr.  McDonald, 

Mr.  Ormond, 

Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  J.  B.  Fisher, 

Mr.  Richmond, 

Captain  Russell, 

Mr.  Brown, 

Mr.  Studholme, 

Mr.  Andrews, 

Mr.  Whitaker, 

Mr.  Sheehan, 

Mr.  Wbyte. 

Major  Harris. 

Bill  reported,  with  amendments,  and  read  a 
third  time. 

REGISTRATION  OF  ELECTORS  BELL. 

This  Bill  was  considered  in  Committee. 

Clause  6. — Registration  of  electors. 

Mr.  SEDDON  proposed,  Tbat  at  tbe  end  of  tbe 
first  paragraph  the  following  words  be  added: 
"or  were  tbe  holders  of  a  miner's  right  issued 
previous  to  the  thirty-first  day  of  December,  one 
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UiootaDd  eight  bmidred  and  soTenty-eigbt,  or  a 
renewed  miner's  right  issued  since  that  date." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
added  be  so  added  ;"  upon  which  a  division  was 
called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         U 

Noes         29 


Majoritj  against . 


15 


Atbb. 


Mr.  Barron, 
Captain  Oolbeok, 
Mr.  George, 
Mr.  G-isbome, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Moss, 
Mr.  Sbepbard, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 


Mr.  Speight, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tole. 

Tellers, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Seddon. 


Noes. 


Mr.  Allwright, 

Mr.  Andrews, 

Mr.  Ballance, 

Mr.  Beet  ham, 

Mr.  Bowen, 

Mr.  Dick, 

Mr.  J.  T.  Fiehep, 

Mr.  Hall, 

Mr.  Hutchison, 

Mr.  Ireland, 

Mr.  Johnston, 

Mr.  Lundon, 

Mr.  McLean, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

Mr.  Murray, 
The  amendment  was  consequently  negatived. 
Mr.  MURRAY  moxed.  That  the  following 
words  be  added  to  the  clause :  "Provided  further 
that  no  person  shall  be  entitled  to  have  his  name 
placed  upon  more  than  two  roUs  within  any  pro- 
vincial district." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
added  be  there  added;"  upon  which  a  division 
was  called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         17 

Noes         19 


Mr.  Oliver, 
Mr.  Pitt, 
Mr.  Rolleston, 
Mr.  Saunders, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Tainui, 
Mr.  Tawhai, 
Colonel  Trimble, 
Mr.  Tumbull, 
Mr.  Wakefield, 
Major  Willis, 
Mr.  Wright. 
Tellers. 
Mr.  Bain, 
Mr.  Hursthouse. 


Majority  against . 


2 


Mr.  Barron, 
Mr.  Dick, 
Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher, 
Mr.  George, 
Mr.  Gisbome, 
Mr.  Hutchison, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Saunders, 
Mr.  Seddon, 


Mr.  Bain, 
Mr.  Ballance, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Captain  Colbeok| 


Ateb. 

Mr.  Shephard, 
Mr.  Speight, 
Mr.  Stewart, 
Mr.  Tainui, 
Mr.  Tawhai, 
Mr.  Thomson. 
Tetters, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Shrimski. 

NoiB. 

Mr.  Rolleston, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Colonel  Trimble, 


Mr.  HaU,  Major  Willis, 

Mr.  Johnston,  Mr.  Wright. 

Mr.  Oliver,  TeUers. 

Mr.  Pitt,  I  Mr.  Hursthouse, 

Mr.  Richardson,  I  Mr.  McLean. 

The  amendment  was  consequently  negatived. 

Progress  was  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit 
again. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  to  two 
o'clock  a.m. 


HOUSE  OF  EEPEESENTATIVES. 

Monday,  I7th  November^  1879. 


Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  4)— Publio  Works  Contraoti— 
Financial  Statement. 


Mr.  Sfeakbb  took  the  chair  at  half -past  seven 
o'clock. 
Pbayxbs. 

IMPREST  SUPPLY  BILL  (No.  4). 
This  Bill  was  read  a  first,  a  second,  and  a  third 
time. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  CONTRACTS. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  wished  to  call  attenUon 
to  a  matter  upon  which  he  felt  somewhat  ag- 
grieved.  On  the  16th  October,  when  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  made  his  last  Financial  Statement,  it 
was  alleged  that  contracts  to  the  extent  of  over 
two  millions  had  been  entered  into  by  the  Publio 
Works  Department,  all  payable  before  the  30th 
June  next.  He  (Mr.  Macandrew)  was  somewhat 
startled  at  that,  and  he  requested  that  the  follow- 
ing return  should  be  laid  on  the  table  :  *'  A  return 
showing  the  whole  of  the  colonial  publio  works 
under  the  Public  Works  Department  at  present 
contracted  for  within  each  provincial  district,  the 
name  of  the  contractor  and  date  of  the  contract 
in  each  case,  the  time  for  completion,  amount  of 
tender,  and  progress-payment  to  date ;  also,  the 
number  and  date  of  appropriation  by  Parlia- 
ment, or  other  authority  by  virtue  of  which 
such  contract  or  engagement  has  been  entered 
into."  He  had  repeatedly  mode  inquiry  why 
this  return,  which  was  promised  a  month  ago, 
had  not  been  laid  on  the  table.  If  the  Govem- 
ment  desired  it,  he  thought  the  thing  could  be 
produced  in  a  couple  of  dajs.  He  knew  that  the 
absence  of  the  return  had  caused  the  publication 
of  many  sensational  telegrams  and  leading  articles 
throughout  the  colony.  He  did  not  want  to  move 
any  amendment,  but,  if  the  Government  would 
give  an  assurance  that  the  return  would  be  forth- 
coming at  once,  he  should  be  very  glad. 

Major  ATKINSON  was  very  sorry  that  the 
return  had  not  been  laid  on  the  table ;  but  the 
form  in  which  the  honorable  gentleman  mored 
for  the  return  necessitated  a  considerable  amount 
of  correspondence  all  over  the  colony,  and  it  had 
been  found  impossible,  with  the  work  to  be  done, 
to  get  the  return  prepared  to  lay  on  the  table. 
It  was  almost  ready.  He  did  not  say  that  there 
was  two  millions  contracted  for ;  he  stated  that 
the  loan  was  engaged  up  to  that  amount.    Tho 
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honorable  gentleman  would  see  that  Boch  was 
the  case.  He  would  endeavour  to  hare  the  re- 
turn ready  to-morrow  j  if  not,  it  would  be  laid 
on  the  table  on  the  following  daj. 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 

(Bctr  all  Tablet  and  Seturm  r^erred  to  in  ihi*  SUUement^ 
tee  Appendix  B.-2i.) 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

Major  ATKINSON.  —  Mr.  Seymour,  -^  The 
difficulties  and  dangers  of  the  position  into 
which  we  have  permitted  our  finance  to  drift  are 
admittedly  so  great,  and  the  time  at  the  disposal 
of  the  GoTemment  has  been  so  short  and  .so 
broken,  that  I  feel  confident  I  shall  have  the 
sympathy  of  Iionorable  members  when  I  ask  the 
Committee  for  as  favourable  a  consideration  of 
the  proposals  I  am  about  to  submit  as  may  be 
found  compatible  with  careful  criticism  and  a  full 
discussion  of  their  merits. 

Sir,  I  think  that  all  those  who  hare  given  any 
real  thought  to  the  question  of  our  pi*esent  finan- 
cial condition  must  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  will  be  impossible  to  surmount  our  mone- 
tary difficulties  and  escape  the  dangers  of  our 
position  without  something  like  a  complete  re- 
modelling of  our  finance,  both  general  and  local, 
without  careful  administration  by  Ministers,  and 
without  the  exercise  of  much  thrift  and  self- 
denial  on  the  part  of  all  classes  of  the  oommu- 
nity. 

The  period  of  the  session  at  which  we  have 
now  arrived  renders  it  impossible  to  properly  con- 
sider the  whole  question  of  our  finance  this  year. 
My  unfitness  for  the  responsible  position  I  have 
the  honor  to  hold  would  he  at  once  manifest  if  I 
were  to  pretend  to  be  capable,  in  tbo  short  time  I 
have  been  in  office,  of  maturing  and  submitting 
iu  detail  so  complete  a  financial  policy  as  the  Go- 
vernment believe  to  be  practicable  and  necessary. 
I  shall,  however.  Sir,  endeavour  to  indicate  clearly 
the  general  scope  and  direction  of  that  poUcy, 
and  to  give  what  I  hope  the  Committee  will  con- 
sider sufficiently  full  details  of  such  parts  of  it 
as  we  think  it  is  possible  to  deal  with  this  session. 

But,  first,  it  will  be  necessary  that  I  should  re- 
call to  the  mind  of  the  Committee  our  present 
financial  position — a  position,  Sir,  I  venture  to  say, 
unparalleled  in  the  history  of  tlie  colony,  for,  with 
abundant  natural  resources,  with  excellent  credit, 
and  with  an  increasing  ordinary  revenue — not- 
withstanding great  commercial  depression  —  we 
find  ourselves  reduced  to  such  a  position  as  to 
cause  the  gravest  anxiety  to  all  true  friends  of 
the  colony,  and  to  necessitate  important  measures 
of  financial  reform,  involving  large  additional  taxa- 
tion. 

POSITIOK  OF  THB  CONSOLIDATED  PTTND 
KE-8TATKD. 

In  the  speech  which  I  had  the  honor  to  address 
to  the  House  on  the  I4th  of  October  last,  I  showed 
that  the  total  expenditure  within  and  on  account 
of  the  year  1878-79  was  £4,006,961 ;  that  the 
total  receipts  amounted  to  £3,875,137 — including 
therein  the  surplus  of  1877-78,  amounting  to 
£116,844,  and  the  assets  of  the  year  1878-79, 
amounting  to  £6,695,  realized  since  the  80th 
Major  Atkinson 


June,  1879 ;  and  that  the  transactions  of  the  jear 
ended  by  leaving  a  deficit  of  £131,824,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  I  have  just  mentioned,  that  we 
began  it  with  a  surplus  of  £116,844.  I  showed 
that  the  deficit  of  £131,824  would  hare  been 
£50,000  less  had  the  land-tax  for  the  half-year 
been  collected  within  the  year.  But  I  did  not 
mention,  as  perhaps  I  ought,  that  the  bills  taken 
on  account  of  the  sale  of  the  old  Supreme  Court 
site  and  the  reclaimed  land,  in  Wellington,  and 
amounting  to  £82,524  8s.  4d.,  were  included  in 
last  year's  revenue  account.  Of  this  amount 
£33,114  15s.  8d.  has  been  paid,  and  £49,409 
128.  8d.  remains  still  outstanding.  I  found  thes* 
bills  credited  to  revenue  in  the  Treasury  ac- 
counts, and  did  not,  therefore,  disturb  the 
arrangement,  although  I  am  clearly  of  opinion 
that  they  should  not  have  been  credited  as  if  the 
amount  had  beeu  received  in  cash.  Of  course, 
but  for  this  mod*  of  treating  these  transactions 
last  year's  deficit  would  have  been  £214,348, 
instead  of  £131,824. 

This,  then,  was  my  starting-point  for  the  cur- 
rent year — a  deficit  of  £131,824,  to  which  I  added 
the  estimated  expenditure  for  the  year  1879-80, 
amounting  to  £3,974,034,  taken  from  the  esti- 
mates left  in  the  Treasury  by  the  late  Govern- 
ment, and  obtained  £4,105,858  as  the  year's 
estimated  expenditure.  From  this  amount  I 
deducted  the  estimated  revenue  derivable  from 
our  present  sources  of  income,  amounting  to 
£3,193,900,  and  arrived  at  a  total  estimated  de- 
ficit of  £911,958,  to  be  provided  for  in  some  way 
this  year. 

ESTIMATED    EXPBlfDITUBB   AND    INCOME    OF  THB 
TBAE   1879-80  BBVISKD. 

Sir,  since  I  last  addressed  you  upon  this  sub- 
ject t't(?  Government  have  gone  carefully  through 
the  estimates  of  expenditure,  as  left  by  our  pre- 
decessors. These  were  necessarily  imperfect,  no 
provision  having  been  made  for  several  necessary 
services ;  and  the  estimates,  as  now  presented, 
show  an  increase  of  £39,044,  the  total  amount 
being  £4,013,078,  instead  of  £3,974,03*.  The 
total  of  these  estimates  is  larger  by  £6,117  than 
the  actual  expenditure  of  the  previous  year  ;  but 
it  roust  be  remembered  that  they  include  pro- 
vision for  interest  on  the  new  loan  and  deficiency 
bills  to  the  extent  of  £118,000,  as  well  a^  the 
expenses  attending  the  second  meeting  of  Parlia- 
ment within  the  year.  Wo  hope,  moreover,  by 
careful  administration,  to  be  able,  after  further 
experience,  to  effect  considerable  reductions,  but 
upon  this  point  it  is  impossible  to  do  more  than 
promit<e  that  we  will  use  our  best  endeavours  to 
confine  the  expenditure  within  the  narrowest 
limits  consistent  with  efficiency  in  the  public  ser- 
vice. We  shall  also,  during  the  recess,  carefully 
examine  into  the  present  organization  of  the  CivU 
Service,  and  see  how  far,  by  the  combination  of 
necessary  offices  and  the  abolition  of  unnecessary 
ones,  the  expenditure  can  be  further  reduced 
next  year.  Competent  and  well-paid  officers  are 
absolutely  essential  to  good  government,  while  a 
large  staff  of  underpaid  Civil  servants  is  not  only 
costly,  but  is  in  its  very  nature  fatal  to  efficient 
administration. 
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The  estimate  of  rerentie  lias  also  been  oarefullj 
reconsidered,  but,  with  the  adyantnge  of  four 
months'  actual  collections  to  guide  me,  I  am 
unable,  I  regret  to  say,  to  increase  the  amount 
estimated.  It  is  possible  .that  the  Land  Fund 
may  be  under-estimated;  but  I  do  not  see  any 
reason  to  expect  an  appreciable  increase  in  land 
sales  until  a  fall  takes  place  in  the  price  of  money, 
and  this  cannot  be  hoped  for  until  a  good  harrest 
has  been  successfully  housed. 

The  problem,  therefore,  for  solution  is,  How 
is  this  large  estimated  deficit,  amounting,  after 
correction,  to  £951,002,  to  be  prorided  for  this 
year,  and  what  action  must  be  taken  to  equalize 
our  income  and  expenditure  in  future  ? — for,  al- 
though it  is  somewhat  unusual,  I  am  compelled 
by  our  peculiar  circumstances  to  look  beyoud  the 

J>resent  year,  and  in  some  measure  to  take  counsel 
or  the  next.  But  before  we  can  answer  these 
questions  satisfactorily  we  mu^t  examine  the  na- 
ture of  the  deficit,  and  ascertain  whether  it  is  of 
a  temporary  or  permanent  character,  because  our 
mode  of  deaUng  with  It  will  greatly  depend  upon 
the  result  of  that  examination. 

Now,  to  enable  the  Committee  to  come  to  a 
decision  upon  this  important  point,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  examine  and  compare  the  receipts  of 
the  Consolidated  Fund  for  some  time  past.  I 
propose  to  do  so  for  the  last  three  years,  and 
under  three  heads — ^Taxation,  Services  Rendered, 
and  Land  Fund.  There  was  raised  by  Taxation, 
in  the  financial  year  187&-77,  £1,319,643 ;  in  the 
year  1877-78,  £1,424,029,  being  an  increase  of 
£104,386  oyer  the  preceding  year ;  in  the  year 
1878-79,  £1,505,237,  being  an  increase  of  £81,208 
over  the  preceding  year,  and  of  £185,591  oyer 
the  year  1876-77 ;  and  this  year  the  estimated 
amount  of  receipts  is  £1,512,300,  being  about 
£7,000  only  more  than  last  year,  though  largely 
exceeding  the  receipts  of  the  years  187^77 
and  1877-78  respectiTcly.  For  Services  Kendered 
(omitting,  for  reasons  I  will  presently  give,  re- 
ceipts from  railways),  there  was  receiyed,  for  the 
year  1876-77,  £318,250 ;  for  the  year  1877-78, 
£366,867;  for  the  year  1878-79,  £421,377;  and 
this  year  the  estimated  amount  is  £401,600. 
Here  also,  as  in  the  case  of  taxation,  it  will  be 
observed  thot  the  increase  has  been  marked  and 
steady  during  the  three  years  named  ;  and  that, 
while  the  estimate  of  the  total  receipts  for  this 
year,  in  re>pect  of  ser rices  rendered,  is  about 
£20,000  less  iban  the  actiml  receipts  of  last  year, 
an  increase  of  amount  in  some  of  the  items  of 
receipt  is  anticipated. 

I  will  not  trouble  the  Committee  with  remarks 
upon  the  separate  items  included  under  the  two 
heads  of  Taxation  and  Services  Rendered,  but  I 
may  say  that  an  examination  of  Table  A,  which 
will  be  appended  to  this  Statement  when  pub- 
lished, will  show  that  in  almost  erery  case  there 
has  been  a  steady  increase  from  year  to  year. 

As  I  have  said,  1  haye  omitted  the  receipts 
irom  railways.  My  reason  for  so  doing  is,  that 
our  railway  system  was  too  incomplete  in  1876-77 
to  compare  fairly  with  the  receipts  in  1878-79. 
But,  according  to  the  comparative  statement  of 
receipts  and  expenditure  on  the  railways,  made 
by  the  lat«  Minister  for  Public  Worka  in  August 


last,  the  figures  I  have  given  under  the  head  of 
Services  Rendered  do  not  show  as  large  an  increase 
as  I  might  fairly  claim.  It  is  not,  however,  de- 
sirable in  any  way  to  overstate  the  ca«e. 

I  have  not  thought  it  necessary  to  take  the 
receipts  of  more  than  three  years  for  comparison. 
Had  I  done  so,  howeyer,  the  only  deduction  to 
bo  drawn  from  a  careful  consideration  of  the 
figures  would  certainly  not  have  weakened  my 
conclusions.  On  the  contrary,  the  further  back 
we  go  the  stronger  would  my  case  appear. 

It  may  then,  I  think,  be  fairly  stated  that  our 
receipts  from  taxation  are  steadily  increasing,  as 
also  our  receipts  from  services  rendered,  and  that 
the  slight  check  which  the  revenue  derivable  from 
these  sources  has  met  with  during  the  current 
year  is  temporary  only,  and  is  fully  accounted  for 
by  the  general  depression  of  trade  throughout  the 
world. 

This  fact  should,  I  submit,  give  us  confidence 
in  the  future,  as  showing  indisputably  that  our 
population  is  hardworking  and  prosperous. 

In  the  financial  year  1876-77  we  received  from 
land  sales  £870,819  ;  pastoral  rents,  £135,036  : 
total,  £1,005,855.  In  the  year  1877-78:  Land 
sales,  £1,440,824;  pastoral  rents,  £145,738:  total, 
£1,586,562.  Lust  year:  Land  sales,  £737,694; 
pastoral  rents,  £132,035  :  total,  £869,729.  And 
the  estimated  revenue  for  this  year  is,  for  land 
sales,  £248,000 ;  pastoral  rents,  £132,000 :  total, 
£380,000. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  land  sales  last  year 
only  reached  £737,694,  having  fallen  short  of  the 
estimate  by  £384,304,  and  that  this  year  they  are 
estimated  to  produce  only  £248,000.  Here,  then, 
we  find  the  cause  of  our  deficit — the  falling-ofi*  in 
the  Crown  land  sales.  If,  last  year,  they  had 
reached  the  estimate,  and  could  be  relied  upon 
this  year  to  yield  £1,150,000  (this  amount  being 
about  the  average  receipts  for  the  last  two 
preceding  years),  we  should  have  this  year  a 
small  surplus,  instead  of  an  estimated  deficit  of 
£951,002  :  in  other  words,  under  our  present 
system,  wo  require  from  land  sales,  exclusive  of 
the  cost  of  survey  and  administration,  something 
like  £900,000  per  annum  in  aid  of  ordinary 
revenue. 

It  may  be,  I  think,  fairly  anticipated  that,  with 
the  return  of  prosperity,  the  annual  sales  will  again 
bo  in  excess  of  the  estimates  for  the  current  year. 

With  these  facts,  then,  before  us.  Sir,  wo  are  in 
a  position  to  affirm  that,  should  we  continue  to 
treat  land-sale  receipts  as  income,  and  were  we 
content  to  sacrifice  the  future  settlement  of  the 
country  for  the  sake  of  a  temporary  adjustment 
of  finance,  the  deficit  to  which  I  have  drawn 
attention  would  not,  with  our  large  area  of  un- 
sold lands,  be  for  some  years  to  come  of  a  per- 
manent nature.  So  long,  however,  as  we  do  so 
treat  these  receipts',  wc  cannot  disguise  from  our- 
selves that  in  years  of  depression  we  shall  be 
subject  to  large  deficits,  which  it  will  be  difficult 
to  provide  for  without  adding  from  time  to  time 
to  our  permanent  indebtedness.  In  other  words, 
we  shall  have  an  uncertain,  and  therefore  unsatis- 
factory, finance,  and  shall  be  continuing  the  ob- 
jectionable practice  of  relying  upon  what  is  really 
capital  for  ordinary  expenditure,  instead  of  pro- 
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Tiding  for  f  uch  expenditure,  as  ought  to  be  done, 
out  of  our  legitimate  income.  If,  on  the  other 
hand,  we  should  determine  that  the  receipts  from 
land  sales  are  not  income,  and  shall  not  in  future 
be  eo  treated,  then  it  is  clear  that  there  is  a  per- 
manent deficit  of  from  £800,000  to  £900,000  a 
year  upon  our  present  expenditure  and  income. 
So  much,  then,  Sir,  for  the  nature  of  the  deficiency 
with  which  we  haye  to  deal.  Before,  howeTer,  I 
answer  the  question  as  to  how  the  Gh>Ternment 
propose  to  meet  the  estimated  deficiency  of  this 
year,  and  to  obyiate  deficiencies  in  future,  it  will 
be  conyenient  tha£  I  should  call  the  attention  of 
the  Committee  to  the  state  of  our  public  debt  and 
the  condition  of  the  Public  Works  Account 

PUBLIC   DEBT. 

Our  public  debt  on  the  30th  June  last  amounted 
to  £23,222,311,  treating  (he  guaranteed  debentures 
as  practically  issued,  and  including  Treasury  bills 
outstanding,  of  which  £442,000  mature  on  the 
Ist  March  next  in  London,  and  will  haye  to  be  re- 
issued. .The  annual  charge  for  interest  and  sink- 
ing fund  in  respect  of  this  debt  was  £1,232,119. 
Since  then  we  hare  issued  deficiency  bills  to  the 
amount  of  £600,000;  and,  when  the  loan  of 
£5,000,000  is  raised,  our  total  gross  debt  will 
amount  to  £28,822,3 11;  or,  deducting  the  accu- 
mulated sinking  funds,  our  net  public  debt  will 
be  £27,113,804,  subject  to  an  annual  charge 
of  about  £1,400,000  for  interest,  and  £116,176 
for  sinking  fund,  making  together  £1,516,176 — 
an  annual  burden  requiring  our  most  watchful 
attention,  and  one  which  can  only  be  borne  if 
our  taxation  is  properly  adjusted,  and  our  finan- 
cial affairs  managed  with  discretion.  It  may  be 
gratifying  to  the  Committee  to  learn  —  though 
the  amount  is  small — that  last  year  we  redeemed, 
out  of  accrued  sinking  fund,  debentures  amount- 
ing to  £71,000 :  of  these,  £58,000  represented  the 
whole  of  the  outstanding  debentures  issued  under 
"The  Wellington  Debts  Act  Amendment  Act, 
1876,"  and  £13,000  represented  a  portion  of  those 
issued  under  "  The  T^orth  Otago  District  Public 
Works  Loan  Act,  1872." 

PUBLIC  WORKS   FTTirD. 

I  showed  in  my  speech  of  the  14th  October 
last  that  we  began  the  year  ending  30th  June, 
1879,  with  a  credit  balance  of  £2,056,940,  includ- 
ing adyances  outstanding  amounting  to  £156,260, 
and  this  year  with  a  nominal  credit  balance  of 
£506,205,  but  that  of  this  sum  £298,543  consisted 
of  adyances  outstanding,  which,  as  honorable 
members  are  aware,  are,  in  fact,  moneys  spent 
but  not  yet  brought  to  account,  so  that  we  really 
began  the  year  with  only  £207,662.  This  in- 
cludes, as  cash  on  the  credit  side,  the  whole  of 
the  loans  (including  the  guaranteed  debentures) 
authorized  to  date  except  the  £5,000,000  loan.  I 
further  showed  that  we  had  spent  in  the  first 
quarter  of  this  year — that  is,  up  to  the  30th  Sep- 
tember last— some  £504,733  of  the  £5,000,000 
loan,  and  that  we  had  entered  into  contracts  and 
engagements  which  would  necessitate  our  finding 
£733,553  more  by  the  31st  December  next,  and 
£921,818  between  that  date  and  30th  June,  1880 
— ^in  other  words,  that  the  late  Goyemment  had 
in  yarious  ways  anticipated  the  new  loan  to  the 
Major  Alhinaon 


extent  of  £2,220,104,  including  £140,000  for  con- 
tiugent  defence,  and  £200,000  for  pureha«e  of 
Natiye  lands,  but  exclusiye  of  cost  of  raising  the 
loan  ;  and  that  in  addition  to  this  large  sum, 
which  is  payable  by  the  30th  June  next,  there 
will  be  liabilities  outstanding  at  that  date  of  a 
further  sum  of  £957,177  for  land  purchase,  and 
£128,815  for  contracts  entered  into  before  the 
present  Gk>yemment  took  office.  These  figures 
were  disputed  at  the  time  I  spoke  by  the  late 
Minister  for  Public  Works ;  but  I  regret  to  say 
that,  after  a  most  careful  re-examination  oif 
the  whole  subject,  I  find  that  the  figures  I 
then  gaye  were  strictly  accurate.  My  honor- 
able colleague  the  Minister  for  Public  Woi^s, 
in  consultation  with  the  Engineers-in- Chief, 
has  been  endeayouring  to  arrange  an  exten- 
sion of  the  period  during  which  these  paymenta 
will  haye  to  1)0  made,  and  he  will  shortly  inform 
tliis  House  of  his  success  in  that  direction ;  but 
he  warns  me  that  much  practical  relief  is  not 
likely  to  follow  his  exertions.  The  Committee 
will  therefore  see  that,  unless  we  can  abandon 
some  of  our  land-purchase  bargains — for  I  fear 
none  of  the  other  engagements  can  be  got  rid  of — 
the  new  loan  is  anticipated  to  the  extent  of  about 
£3,300,000,  without  including  the  sum  of  £154,791 
payable  to  Canterbury  and  Otago  on  account  of 
impounded  land  reyenue,  or  making  any  proyision 
for  the  redemption  of  the  guaranteed  debentures, 
and  also  without  taking  into  account  the  cost  of 
raising  the  loan.  When  we  remember  that  the 
public  works  scheme  of  1878  was  to  take  five 
years  to  complete,  that  the  expenditure  from  loan 
was  only  to  be  at  the  rate  of  some  £900,000  a 
year,  and  that,  by  a  special  provision  of  *'  The 
Loan  Act,  1879,"  no  money  raised  under  it  was 
to  be  spent  without  appropriation  of  Parliament, 
we  shall,  I  fear,  haye  to  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  Parliament  has  not  been  treated  with  frank- 
ness in  this  matter,  and  that  its  authority  has 
been  disregarded.  The  Goyemment,  Sir,  have 
reason  to  belieye  that  not  more  than  £3,000,000 
of  the  £5,000,000  loan  can  be  floated  this  year, 
that  it  will  be  twelve  months  before  we  can  place 
the  other  £2,000,000,  and  that  we  cannot  go 
upon  the  London  market  for  two  years  after- 
wards. These  facts  will  render  the  exercise  of 
the  utmost  prudence  necessary  in  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  balance  of  the  loan  yet  available 
for  appropriation  by  Parliament.  This  ques- 
tion will  be  fully  treated  by  my  honorable  col- 
league the  Minister  for  Public  Works,  when  he 
makes  his  Public  Works  Statement.  I  need  only 
say  here  that  I  hope  honorable  members  on  both 
sides  of  the  House  will  insist  upon  all  expendi- 
ture being  confined  to  necessary  and  profitable 
works,  and  that  the  expenditure  of  the  balance  of 
the  loan  shall  be  extended  over  a  period  of  not 
less  than  three  years.  Sir,  as  I  have  many  times 
pointed  out,  our  only  safety  lies  in  limiting  eur 
expenditure  from  loan  and  upon  public  works  to 
a  reasonable  annual  sum  till  our  whole  railway 
system  is  completed ;  and  certainly,  in  my  judg- 
ment, £1,600,000  a  year  is  not  a  reasonable  sum ; 
it  is,  in  fact,  about  double  what  we  ought  to 
spend,  or,  indeed,  possibly  can  spend,  considering 
our  revenue,  population,  and  liabilities. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


1879.] 


Financial 


[HOUSE.] 


Statement. 


297 


PBOPOS^IS   TOB   BQXTALIZTNa   BXPBKDITTTBB  AND 

nrooHB  IK  FimmB. 

And  thif,  Sir,  brings  me  to  thafc  part  of  mj 
Statement  for  which  honorable  members  are  no 
donbt  looking  with  some  impatience.  I  hope, 
howeTer,  I  hare  succeeded  so  far  in  fixing  in  their 
minds  what  our  real  financial  position  is,  as  upon 
that  hangs  all  that  I  am  now  about  to  propose. 

The  firat  point  for  decision  is,  Are  tne  receipts 
from  land  sales  to  be  retained  in  the  Consolidated 
Fund,  and  spent  as  ordinary  rerenue  ?  Sir,  the 
Goremment  think  that  from  the  falling-off  in 
the  land  sales  there  is  a  rery  important  lesson  to 
be  learnt,  and  that  is,  that  the  sjstem  of  finance 
which  we  hare  been  pursuing  since  the  Land 
Fund  was  generalized  in  1877 — namely,  that  of 
relying  upon  the  receipts  from  land  sales  as  one 
of  the  chief  items  of  our  consolidated  rerenue— is 
thoroughly  unsound  in  principle,  and  should.  Sir, 
be  abandoned  at  the  earliest  possible  date,  that 
date  being  not  later  than  the  end  of  March  next. 
The  receipts  from  land  sales  should,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Goremment,  be  chargeable  with  the  ex- 
penses of  the  administration  and  surrey  of  the 
land,  and  the  balance  scrupulously  applied  to 
public  works,  local  and  general,  and  to  immigra- 
tioQ. 

By  this  means  it  is  clear  that  a  real  and  not  an 
imaginary  fund  would  be  created  to  aid  in  carry- 
ing on  our  public  works,  local  and  general ;  and 
we  should  get  rid  of  that  Ticious  habit  into  which 
we  hare  fauen  of  late,  of  treating  as  rerenue  that 
which  is  really  capital,  and  spending  it  upon  the 
ordinary  services  of  the  State.  It  will  be  gene- 
rally admitted,  when  the  large  amount  of  our 
public  debt  is  remembered,  and  the  absolute 
necessity  of  continuing  to  borrow  moderately 
until  the  public  works  are  complete  is  taken  into 
account,  that  it  is  our  duty  not  only  to  place  our 
Ck>nsolidated  Fund  upon  a  sound  footing,  but 
also  to  show  the  London  capitalist  unmistakably 
that  we  are  not  availing  ourselves  of  the  expendi- 
ture of  borrowed  money  to  sell  our  public  lands, 
and  at  the  same  time  applying  the  proceeds  to 
the  maintenance  of  services  properlv  chargeable 
on  annual  income.  I  submit,  Sir,  that  we  have 
no  more  effective  means  of  showing  the  soundness 
of  our  financial  position,  and  of  the  resources  of 
the  colony,  than  by  resolutely  setting  aside  the 
receipts  from  our  land  sales  for  public  works  and 
immigration.  The  best  mode  of  dealing  with  this 
fond,  should  the  House  determine  to  create  it,  I 
do  not  now  propose  to  consider — this  will  be  one 
of  the  (questions  for  decision  next  session — a  great 
work  will  have  been  accomplished  if  it  should  be 
determined  to  create  the  fund. 

Sir,  the  Gk>vemment  entirely  disapprove  of 
sacrificing  the  public  estate  to  make  up  either  a 
temporary  or  a  permanent  deficit  in  the  revenue, 
or  of  selling  lana  for  any  other  purpose  than  for 
settlement  and  occupation.  Proceeding,  there- 
fore, upon  the  assumption  that  land-sales  receipts 
are  no  longer  to  form  part  of  the  ordinary  rerenue 
or  income  of  the  colony,  I  eliminate  them,  retain- 
ing, however,  the  pastoral  rents  which  are  really 
revenue,  and  find  that  the  estimated  revenue  for 
the  year  is  £2,946,900.  Deducting  from  the 
total   estimated  expenditure  of  £4,018,078  the 
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services  included  therein,  amounting  to  £247,509, 
which  are  properly  chargeable  against  the  revenue 
from  laud  sales — namely,  the  cost  of  administra- 
tion and  surveys,  and  the  20  per  cent,  of  receipts, 
&o.,  payable  to  local  bodies — we  get  £3,765,569 
as  the  estimated  expenditure  of  the  year ;  and,  if 
from  the  estimated  expenditure  we  take  the  esti- 
mated revenue,  we  get  £819,669  as  the  deficit 
for  which  we  have  to  provide  for  the  future. 

I  will,  Sir,  now,  with  the  permission  of  the 
Committee,  deal,  in  the  first  place,  with  the 
deficit  of  £819,669,  leaving  for  the  present  the 
question  of  the  deficiency  to  be  provided  for  this 
year.  Some  exception  may  be  taken  to  calling 
this  a  permanent  deficit,  as  it  will  be  said,  and 
said  truly,  that  our  receipts  from  taxation, 
services  rendered,  and  railways  are  increasing 
yearly,  and  this  increase,  no  doubt,  will  afford 
relief  to  some  extent.  But  I  have  thought  it 
prudent  to  put  against  this  the  increased  interest 
we  shall  have  to  pay  upon  the  new  loan  and  upon 
fresh  borrowing,  which  must  certainly  occur,  and 
also  the  increase  upon  our  ordinary  expendiiture 
which  is  sure  to  take  place.  There  is  no  reason 
to  suppose,  judging  from  present  circumstances, 
that  the  expenditure  or  revenue  will  differ  ma- 
terially next  year  from  that  above  stated ;  I  shall 
therefore  take,  as  sufficiently  accurate  for  all 
practical  purposes,  the  above  estimate  of  ex- 
penditure and  revenue,  to  show  the  probable 
effect  of  the  financial  policy  the  Q-ovemment  are 
proposing  for  adoption. 

I  will  first  ask  the  Committee  to  turn  for  a 
moment  to  the  table  of  the  estimated  expenditure 
(Table  E),  which,  upon  examination,  will  be  seen 
to  contain  one  very  large  item  of  £275,620  for 
subsidies  to  local  bodies.  Many  honorable  mem- 
bers think  this  contribution  in  aid  of  rates  wrong 
In  principle,  and  many  more  think  that,  consider- 
ing our  present  financial  condition,  payment  of  it 
should  cease  at  the  end  of  the  year.  I  am  one  of 
those  who  think  it  fair  and  reasonable  that  the 
State,  as  the  State,  should  contribute  towards  the 
cost  of  keeping  open  and  improving  the  means  of 
communication  throughout  tne  country,  and  that 
it  is  altogether  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  by  strik- 
ing this  item  out  of  the  estimates  the  people  of  the 
colony  will  be  relieved  to  that  extent  from  taxa- 
tion. To  all  those  who  have  given  any  attention 
to  local  subjects  it  is  well  known  that  an  amount 
equal  to  this  laree  sum  must  be  raised  for  local 
works  ;  striking  this  item  out  of  the  estimates  will 
therefore  be  no  real  relief  to  the  country  at  large, 
nor  will  it  leave  more  money  in  the  pockets  of  the 
settlers ;  but  the  question  as  to  the  fairest  and 
easiest  means  by  which  the  necessary  amount  can 
be  raised  is  no  doubt  open  to  discussion,  and 
is  well  worthy  of  the  serious  attention  of  this 
House.  The  Government,  however,  have  come 
to  the  conclusion,  after  careful  consideration,  that 
a  better  means  than  the  present  of  raising  this 
money  can  be  devised,  and  they  will  therefore 
recommend  that  the  subsidies  next  year  should 
be  discontinued.  Should  the  House  determine  to 
retain  them,  taxation  will  have  to  be  proportion- 
ately increased.  The  important  question  of  local 
finance  is  far  too  large  to  go  into  this  session; 
therefore  I  will  say  no  more  upon  the  subject 
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now,  except,  Sir,  that  the  QoTemment  fully  re- 
oo^ize  the  fact  that  it  is  their  duty  to  submit  to 
this  House,  upon  its  first  meeting  next  session,  a 
scheme  which  shall  place  local  finance  on  a  satis- 
factory and  something  like  a  permanent  basis ; 
and,  by  satisfactory,  the  Government  understand 
placing  local  bodies  in  such  a  position  as  will 
enable  them  to  obtain  as  far  as  is  possible  suffi- 
cient funds  for  all  necessary  works,  while  drawing 
a  broad  and  distinct  Une  between  local  and  gene- 
ral finance  :  and  such  a  scheme  the  Gt>remment 
will  endeavour  to  mature  before  the  next  meeting 
of  Parb'ament. 

Honorable  members  will  bear  in  mind  that  I 
am  now  speaking  of  what  I  may  call  the  perma- 
nent deficit — that  is,  I  am  speakins  of  the  pro- 
bable position  we  should  find  ours^ves  in  at  the 
end  of  next  year  if  the  receipts  from  land  sales 
and  the  expenditure  upon  land  are  eliminated 
from  both  sides  of  the  account — and  am  not  now 
making  provision  to  meet  the  estimated  deficiency 
of  the  current  year.  I  therefore  deduct  the  sub- 
sidies, £275,620,  from  the  deficit  of  £819,669 
already  mentioned,  and  find  that  there  remains 
to  be  provided  for  £544,049 ;  and  this.  Sir,  the 
Government  propose  to  meet  by  the  imposition 
of  a  property-tax,  the  increase  of  the  Customs 
and  stamp  duties,  and  the  release  of  sinking 
funds  and  interest  by  bringing  the  Consolidated 
Stock  Act  into  operation.  That  our  difficulties 
might  be  tided  over  much  more  pleasantly  for  a 
few  years  by  the  sale  of  land  to  make  good  the 
deficiency  of  our  ordinary  revenue— a  course  not 
altogether  unknown  in  some  parts  of  the  colony 
in  years  gone  by — ^is  true ;  but,  Sir,  the  present 
Government  and  all  the  members  of  it  are,  and 
always  have  been,  opposed  to  such  a  policy, 
and  I  feel  confident  that  we  shall  receive  the 
hearty  support  of  the  House  and  of  the  country 
in  giving  effect  to  our  proposals  to  sell  land  only 
for  settlement,  and  to  make  our  ordiuaiy  revenue 
eaual  our  ordinary  expenditure  by  the  imposition 
of  the  necessary  taxation  after  all  possible  reduc- 
tions have  been  made  in  the  expenditure. 

PBOPBBTY-TAX. 
Sir,  no  taxation  is  pleasant,  and  a  new  tax  is 
especially  unpalatable— the  more  so  if  direct  in 
ita  form ;  but  it  will,  I  think,  be  generally  ad- 
mitted that  we  have  now  reached  a  stage  at 
which  a  property-tax  in  some  shape  is  unavoid- 
able. The  principle  of  a  land-tax  has  already 
been  affirmed  by  this  House,  and  there  is  much 
to  be  said  for  the  policy  of  specially  taxing  unused 
land,  held  for  speculative  purposes.  If  it  were 
practicable,  I  should  certainly  advocate  the  special 
taxation  of  unused  land,  but  in  my  opinion  it  is 
not  practicable.  And,  taking  the  ordinary  hold- 
ings of  improved  land,  I  am  unable  to  see  upon 
what  principle  of  justice  or  expediency  it  is  held 
that  this  is  the  only  form  of  property  which 
should  be  taxed.  Why,  I  wish  to  know,  should 
the  farm  of  the  hard-working  pioneer  settler  or 
the  frontage  of  the  struggling  city  tradesman  be 
taxed,  while  bank  shares,  mortgages,  and  other 
such  property  are  allowed  to  go  &e  ?  I  shall, 
therefore,  ask  the  House  to  impose  a  property-tax 
upon  the  American  model,  excluding  incomes, 
Mc^or  Atkinson 


and  thereby  to  affirm  the  principle  that  r«alixed 
wealth,  in  whatever  form,  shall  bear  its  fair  share 
of  the  burdens  of  the  State.  The  Government, 
after  careful  consideration,  have  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  an  income-tax  is  not  applicable  to  the 
existing  circumstances  of  the  colony.  It  is  in- 
quisitorial, and  unavoidably  open  to  great  inequal- 
ities. The  machinery,  too,  for  levying  soeh  a  tax 
must  be  elaborate  and  expensive,  and  far  out  of 
proportion  to  the  revenue  to  be  derived  from  it. 
For  these  reasons  and  many  others  with  which  I 
will  not  now  trouble  the  Committee,  bat  which 
can  be  fully  discussed  upon  the  second  reading  of 
the  Property-Tax  Bill,  the  Government  hare,  as  I 
have  said,  decided  not  to  include  incomes  in  the 
proposed  tax. 

Sir,  the  Government  will  ask  Parliament  to 
merge  the  land-tax  in  the  property-tax  which 
we  intend  to  introduce*  thus  including  land  in 
the  same  category  as  all  other  property,  making  it 
equally  but  not  specially  Uable  to  general  taxa- 
tion. Parliament  has  already  approved  of  thia 
principle  by  directing,  in  the  case  of  intestate 
estates,  that  real  shall  be  treated  as  personal  pro- 
perty for  the  purposes  of  succession,  and  for  taxa- 
tion on  succession.  It  would  hardly  be  con- 
venient that  I  should  upon  the  present  occasioa 
discuss  the  policy  of  a  land-tax ;  but  the  Com- 
mittee will,  perhaps,  permit  me  to  say  a  few 
words  upon  the  subject,  as  it  is  one  of  great 
importance.  The  land-tax  was,  I  presume,  im- 
posed either — ^first,  for  the  purpose  of  reyenne ; 
second,  to  check  the  growth  of  large  landed 
estates ;  third,  to  prevent  land  being  held  foe 
speculative  purposes;  or,  fourth,  for  all  these 
reasons  together.  With  regard  to  the  first,  I 
would  say  that,  as  wo  have  some  twenty-six 
millions  of  acres  of  land  for  sale,  some  fiire 
millions  of  which  are  classed  as  agricultural 
land,  and  as  the  one  object  which  we  all  de- 
sire most  is  the  settlement  of  people  upon  the 
land,  it  is  surely  unwise,  and  wUl  tend  to  defeat 
the  object  we  have  in  view,  if  we  impose  special 
burdens  for  revenue  purposes  upon  capital  in- 
vested in  land.  I  would  ask,  upon  the  second 
and  third  reasons,  what  justice  or  wisdom  is 
there  in  specially  taxing  that  class  whose  growth 
is  essential  to  the  advancement  of  the  colony,  in 
order  to  prevent  a  probable  abuse  in  the  acquisi- 
tion of  large  quantities  of  land,  or  unfair  profits, 
by  a  few  individuals  ?  And,  in  reply  to  the  fourth 
reason,  I  would  say  such  a  combination  is  un- 
justifiable when  it  results  in  the  special  taxation 
of  a  class  possessing  no  privileges. 

Sir,  I  entirely  disapprove  of  land  being  held  for 
speculative  purposes.  I  entirely  disapprove  of 
land  being  held  in  large  blocks,  to  the  injury  of 
settlement.  I  desire  to  see  the  oountiy  in  the 
possession  of  a  population  cultivating  their  own 
freeholds ;  and  the  legislation  proposed  by  the 
Government  is  conceived  in  this  spirit.  That 
there  are  some  large  estates  which  I  should  be 
glad  to  see  occupied  by  small  freeholders  is  true ; 
but.  Sir,  I  have  satisfied  myself  that  the  tendency 
is  towards  disintegration  rather  than  accumula- 
tion of  large  properties,  and  that  speculation  iu 
land  to  an  iniurious  extent  does  not  exist  in  such 
a  form  as  to  be  removable  by  legislation,  and,  most 
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certainlj,  will  not  be  remedied  by  a  land-tax  on 
all  land.  Sir,  it  is  a  yerj  significant  fact  that  in 
bardly  any  country  in  the  world  is  the  proportion 
of  properties  to  the  population  so  great  as  in  New 
Zealand.  I  may  state,  for  instance,  that  in  France, 
"which  is  usually  cited  as  a  favourable  instance  of 
the  subdivision  of  land,  the  proportion  is  1  pro- 
perty to  7*1  people  ;  and  in  Belgium,  where  land 
11  probably  more  subdivided  than  in  any  other 
European  country,  the  proportion  is  1  property 
to  4*71  people ;  while  in  New  Zealand,  there  is  1 
property  to  5  people ;  and  when  it  is  remembered 
tbat  90,000  persons,  out  of  a  total  population  of 
414,000,  have  been  brought  oat  as  assisted  or  free 
immigrants  within  the  last  few  years,  our  case 
appears  much  stronger.  This,  Sir,  is  no  reason 
for  relaxing  our  endeavours  to  improve  our  land 
laws  in  the  direction  of  encouraging  settlement, 
but  it  should,  I  think,  reassure  those  who  think 
that  the  tendency  of  past  legislation  has  been  to 
&vour  the  acquisition  of  large  properties.  I  say, 
Sir,  it  is  a  great  satisfaction  to  know  that  so  large 
a  proportion  of  our  population  has  a  direct  interest 
in  the  soil  of  the  country,  and  to  this  fact  may  in 
a  great  measure  be  attributed,  I  think,  the  rapid 
advancement  of  the  colony,  and  the  general  pros- 
perity of  the  people. 

The  principle  of  the  American  property- tax  is 
to  tax  everything  a  man  possesses,  including  his 
income,  after  deducting  all  his  outstanding  lia- 
bilities. 

The  proposal  of  the  Government  is  to  tax  all 
property,  whether  real  or  personal,  that  a  man 
possesses,  after  deducting  in  each  case  his  just 
debts,  and  also  a  sum  of  £800  as  exempt  from 
taxation ;  but,  as  I  liave  said  before,  to  exclude 
all*  incomes. 

It  is  very  difficult,  with  the  data  at  my  com- 
mand, to  estimate  accurately  what  such  a  tax 
will  produce.  We  know,  however,  that  the  valua- 
tion under  the  Land-Tax  Act  gives  £99,500,000 
as  the  improved  value  of  real  property.  It  is 
estimated  that  the  total  personal  property  owned 
in  the  colony  is  not  less  than  £18,700,000,  making 
a  gross  total  of  taxable  property  of  £118,200,000. 
Deducting,  from  this,  £5,000,000  on  account  of 
the  £300  exemptions,  we  get  £113,200,000  as  the 
net  taxable  amount  as  far  as  it  can  now  be  esti- 
mated. I  give  this  estimate  with  some  diffidence, 
but  I  think  I  have  rather  under-  than  over-stated 
the  sum  which  vrill  be  subject  to  taxation. 
Takings  therefore,  £113,200,000  as  the  sum  liable 
to  taxation,  this,  at  one  penny  in  the  pound,  the 
amount  the  Government  propose  to  ask  for,  will 
give  £470,000  as  the  product  of  the  property-tax. 

THB  TABIPP. 

I  have  said.  Sir,  that  the  Government  propose 
to  raise  additional  Customs  duties.  With  respect 
to  the  encouragement  of  local  industries,  I  have 
had  many  communications  with  gentlemen  in- 
terested in  the  promotion  of  local  manufactures, 
and  a  Committee  of  this  House  has  still  the  sub- 
ject under  its  consideration  ;  but  the  time  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Government  has  been  quite  in- 
adequate to  deal  in  a  comprehensive  manner  with 
•o  important  a  subject.  The  Government,  there- 
fore, propose  to  appoint  a  Boyal  Commission 


during  the  recess  to  examine  and  report  upon  the 
whole  subject  of  the  best  mode  of  fostering  and 
promoting  local  industries.  In  the  meantime  the 
Government  propose  to  admit  many  articles  duty- 
free, so  as  to  assist  local  manufactures  as  much  as 
possible. 

But,  Sir,  before  making  any  remarks  with  re- 
pect  to  the  articles  upon  which  new  or  increased 
duty  is  to  be  charged,  it  will  be  better  to  say  a 
few  words  upon  a  question  which  has  been  much 
discussed — the  duties  upon  tea  and  sugar.  Upon 
these  articles  we  do  not  propose  to  reimpose  the 
duties  remitted  last  year,  but  it  may  be  necessary 
to  reimpose  them  next  year  upon  a  general  revi- 
sion of  taxation. 

The  articles  upon  which  wo  propose  to  increase 
or  impose  duties  are — Almonds  and  nuts,  ohaff, 
corks,  dried  fruits,  fresh  fruit  other  than  oranges 
and  lemons,  window-glass,  grain  and  flour,  malt, 
split  peas,  hops,  iron  fencing,  tanks,  matches  and 
Testas,  preserved  milk,  nails,  perfumery,  patent 
medicines,  timber,  salt,  stearine,  spirits,  tobacco 
and  cigars,  wine,  and  all  goods  at  present  charged 
with  ad  valorem  duty. 

The  particulars  of  the  duties  proposed  to  be 
levied  on  these  articles  will  be  found  in  Table  G 
appended.  The  total  amount  they  are  estimated 
to  produce  is  about  £300,000. 

We  propose,  as  will  be  seen,  to  reimpose  the 
duties  on  timber  and  grain.  We  think  experience 
has  shown  that  their  repeal  has  very  injuriously 
affected  the  local  shipping  trade,  and  also  the 
timber  industry,  which  was  a  growing  and  im- 
portant one,  and  which  we  are  certainly  not 
justified  in  seriously  crippling  without  some  com- 
pensating advantage  to  the  State,  but  which  we 
altogether  fail  to  see  has  followed  the  repeal  of 
these  duties. 

We  propose  to  increase  the  duties  on  spirits 
and  on  tobacco. 

With  regard  to  spirits,  we  shall  ask  for  an  in- 
creased duty  of  2s.  per  gallon,  slanting  at  the 
same  time  an  allowance  for  such  as  are  under 
proof,  the  same  as  is  now  charged  upon  spirits 
over  proof.  This  mode  of  levying  the  duty  is,  I 
believe,  the  custom  in  almost  every  other  country. 
To  make  up  the  loss  to  the  revenue  which  will 
result  from  this  allowance  for  spirits  under  proof 
will  require  an  addition  of  at  least  6d.  a  gallon, 
so  that  the  proposed  increase  is  really  only  Is.  6d. 
per  gallon,  or,  in  the  whole,  £47,000;  giving 
a  total  on  spirits,  wine,  Ac,  of  £56,000. 

We  propose  to  increase  the  tobacco  duty  by  Is. 
per  pound,  and  to  authorize  its  manufacture  in 
bond,  granting  as  an  encouragement  to  its  local 
manufacture  a  bonus,  for  the  next  two  years 
only,  of  6d.  in  the  pound  upon  the  quantity 
of  tobacco  manufactured  and  duty  paid  in  the 
colony.  The  increase  on  this  item  is  estimated 
at  £50,000. 

From  spirits,  wines,  &o.,  and  tobacco,  including 
cigars  and  snuff,  I  hope,  then,  to  obtain  £106,000. 
I  am  aware  that  in  increasing  these  duties  some 
risk  is  run  of  inducing  illicit  distillation  and 
smuggling — there  is  always,  as  every  one  is  aware, 
a  danger  and  possibility  of  this  when  duties  are 
increased — and  the  Gt)vernment  are  by  no  means 
certain   that   in  consequence  of  the   increased 
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duties  the  roTentie  maj  not  be  defrauded  in  the 
manner  mentioned ;  but  thej  do  not  think  Ibis 
\rill  occur  to  any  large  extent ;  and  thej  belieye, 
looking  at  our  requirements,  that  upon  no  articles 
included  in  the  tariff  would  Parliament  approTe 
of  increased  duties  so  readilj  as  upon  spirits  and 
tobacco.  Nothing  but  our  own  experience  can 
tell  us  when  we  haye  reached  the  maximum  duty 
whicli  these  articles  will  bear  without  loss  to  the 
rerenue. 

But,  Sir,  before  proceeding  to  state  what  fur- 
ther burdens  it  is  necesearj  to  impose,  it  will 
be  convenient  here  to  state  what  relief  can  be 
afforded  in  the  waj  of  remission  of  duties.  It  is 
proposed  to  remit  the  duties  on  carriage-makers' 
and  saddlers'  ironmongery,  carriage-makers'  lea- 
ther, buggy-shafts,  bent  carriage- timber,  hickory, 
hatters'  materials,  fine  wire  for  brush-making, 
sheet  zinc,  plain  galvanized  sheet-iron,  sulphate 
of  soda,  almonds — such  as  are  used  in  confec- 
tionery— phosphorus,  and  oil  of  rhodium.  These 
remissions  amount  to  £15,000 ;  and  it  is  hoped 
that,  with  these  alterations,  and  by  the  aid  of 
further  reductions  which  are  in  contemplation, 
local  indubtries  will  be  placed  in  a  more  adran- 
tageous  position  than  at  present. 

The  QoTcmment,  also.  Sir,  propose  to  abolisb 
all  light  dues  for  vessels  employed  in  the  coasting 
trade.  This,  it  is  also  hoped,  will  give  material 
assistance  to  that  important  branch  of  our  in- 
dustries, the  local  shipping  trade.  I  hope,  Sir, 
the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  we  shall  be  able 
to  extend  remissions  still  further  in  this  direction. 
The  loss  to  the  revenue  by  this  remission  will  be 
£5,000. 

BTAHP  DUTIES. 

These  might  be  increased  in  several  cases,  but, 
looking  at  the  fact  that  these  duties  are  levied 
mainly  on  transfers  of  property,  and  that  it  is 
proposed  to  put  a  special  tax  on  property,  the 
Government  have  determined  not  to  ask  for  any 
increase  of  the  stamp  duties  except  those  upon 
successions.  It  is  generally  admitted  that,  on  the 
occasion  of  a  succession  to  large  property,  the 
State  may  demand  without  unfairness  to  any  one 
a  contribution  having  some  relation  to  the  amount 
of  the  estate.  The  principle  of  a  graduated  tax 
upon  successions  has  been  accepted  as  right ;  and 
the  Government  propose,  therefore,  to  revise  the 
existing  duties  in  the  direction  of  making  large 
accumulations  contribute  to  the  public  exchequer 
in  greater  proportion  than  they  have  hitherto 
done.  It  is  estimated  that  these  additional  duties 
will  produce  £16,000  at  present,  and  will  be  con- 
stantly increasing. 

CONSOLIDATED  STOCK. 

It  is,  Sir,  a  matter  for  great  regret,  looking  at 
our  financial  position,  that  no  real  effort  has  been 
made  to  bring  the  Consolidated  Stock  Act  of 
1877  into  practical  operation.  We  are  now  pay- 
ing £116,176  per  annum  as  sinking  fund  proper 
on  our  loans ;  we  shall  also  pay,  this  year,  in- 
terest amounting  to  £43,165  on  bonds  of  the 
Consolidated  Loan,  drawn  and  cancelled  —  in- 
terest which,  increases  in  amount  every  year, 
and,  being  applied  annually  to  the  further  re- 
demption and  oanoellation  of  bonds,  is,  in  reality. 
Major  Atkinson 


sinking  fund.  Then  we  inyest  tbe  accretions  of 
the  sinking  funds  of  other  loans  in  our  own  bonds, 
and  the  interest  we  are  now  paying  on  these  latter 
bonds  amounts  to  £40,041  per  annum,  so  that  in 
the  present  year  we  shall  actually  pay  no  leet  a 
sum  than  £199,382  towards  the  redemption  of 
our  public  debt. 

By  this  it  will  be  seen  that  we  are  on  the  ono 
hand  repaying  our  debt  at  the  rate  of  nearlj 
£200,000  per  annum  out  of  revenue,  while  on  the 
other  hand  we  are  borrowing  largely  to  complete 
our  raUway  system.  This,  upon  the  face  of  it« 
does  not  appear  a  very  wise  arrangement,  and  I 
need  hardly  say  that  the  Government  will  lose  no 
time  in  giving  effect  to  the  will  of  Parliament  in 
this  matter,  expressed  by  Act  now  more  than  two 
years  ago.  Sir,  tbe  operation  of  consc^dation  is 
necessarily  a  work  of  time;  but  I  trust  that» 
under  the  management  of  persona  desiroos  of 
giving  effect  to  the  Act  of  1877,  considerable 
relief  will  be  afforded  to  our  revenue — if  not  next 
year,  at  any  rate  the  year  after.  The  annual 
amount  of  sinking  fund  and  interest  thereon  to 
be  released  by  consolidation  being  dependent  on 
the  success  which  may  attend  the  operations  of 
the  Agents  appointed  under  the  Act,  we  cannot 
rely  on  obtaining  much,  if  any,  relief  from  this 
source  during  the  current  year;  I  must,  however, 
ask  the  Committee  to  bear  it  in  mind  as  a  certain 
means  of  diminishing  our  expenditure  in  the  near 
future,  and  to  consider  whether  it  may  not  be 
advisable  to  make  some  temporary  provisien,  if 
necessary,  until  this  relief  is  obtained.  With  re- 
gard to  the  general  question  of  the  expediency  of 
a  sinking  fund,  I  think  it  very  unwise  in  us,  with 
our  railways  incomplete,  to  attempt  to  maintain 
one,  especially  when  it  is  remembered  that  in  no 
case  do  we  capitalize  the  interest  upon  these 
works,  as  is  done  in  the  case  of  railway  companies, 
until  the  works  are  complete,  but  that  the  whole 
interest  on  money  used  upon  works  in  course  of 
construction,  as  well  as  that  spent  in  completed 
works,  is  charged  upon  and  paid  out  of  consoli- 
dated revenue. 

SUKHABT  07  PB0P08AIS. 

Summarizing,  then,  my  proposals,  they  will 
stand  thus:  To  be  raised  by  Property-tax, 
£470,000;  by  Customs,  £300,000;  by  Stamps, 
£16,000 — making  a  gross  increase  to  the  revenue 
of  £786,000 ;  from  which,  however,  must  be  de- 
ducted the  remissions  stated  above,  amounting  to 
£20,000,  together  with  the  knd-tax,  £147,300, 
which  it  is  proposed  to  merge  in  the  general 
property-tax  next  year,  thus  giving  a  net  increase 
of  £618,700.  Honorable  members  will  observe 
that  I  have  not  taken  credit  for  any  saving  for 
interest  or  sinking  fund  which  may  be  released 
by  inscription  of  stock.  We  may  obtain  some 
relief  from  this  source  during  next  year ;  but  the 
uncertainty  of  this  is  so  great  that  it  would  not 
be  prudent  to  calculate  upon  it.  I  hope,  how- 
ever, when  such  relief  comes,  we  shall  be  enabled 
to  considerably  reduce  taxation,  and,  as  I  have 
said  before,  I  think  we  may  look  for  this  rielief  at 
an  early  date. 

It  is  proposed,  then,  by  these  means  to  raise 
£618,700  additional  revenue ;  if  this  be  added  to 
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the  rereDue  from  preacnt  sources,  esfimated  to 
atnoant,  exclueiTe  of  land  sales,  to  £2,945,900, 
we  get  £3,564,600  as  the  total  reyenue  for  the 
year.  The  estimated  expenditure  I  hare  taken  as- 
probably  £3,489,949 ;  and,  if  we  deduct  this  sum 
from  the  rerenue,  we  arriTe  at  an  estimated  sur- 
plus of  £74,661. 

From  these  figures  I  think  honorable  members 
will  see  that  the  proposals  of  the  Q-oTomment,  if 
they  should  meet  with  the  approval  of  the  House, 
will,  without  anj  reasonable  doubt,  equalize  our 
expenditure  and  income. 

HOW  DBFICIBKCT  FOB  OTTBBBKT  YBAB   IS  TO  BB 
MBT. 

Sir,  it  now  onlj  remains  for  me  to  deal  with 
the  deficiencj  for  the  current  year.  The  ques- 
tion of  the  advisability  of  changing  tlie  time 
when  the  financial  year  shall  end  has  been  raised 
from  time  to  time  in  Parliament,  but  for  various 
reasons  has  never  yet  been  favourably  enter- 
tained. The  Government,  Sir,  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  change  might  now  be  effected 
with  adyantage  to  the  public  service,  and  with 
the  general  approval  of  honorable  members.  I 
shall  therefore  propose  that  the  financial  year 
shall  in  future  en  J  on  the  31st  March.  The  first 
and  obvious  adyantage  which  will  follow  this 
change  is  that  it  will  shorten  the  period  during 
which  our  present  estimated  disparity  between 
income  and  expenditure  will  run,  and  will  enable 
us  to  begin  a  new  financial  year  by  the  time  our 
increased  taxation  has  come  fairly  into  force. 
The  period  of  year,  too,  when  Parliament  wiH 
meet — namely,  about  the  middle  of  May — will, 
I  have  reason  to  believe,  better  suit  the  con- 
yenienoe  of  honorable  members  than  the  time 
at  which  the  Hoiue  now  sits.  Sir,  I  have  already 
said  that  the  deficiency  for  the  year  will  probably 
amount  to  £951,002 ;  but,  should  the  House  sanc- 
tion the  proposed  change  in  the  financial  year, 
our  current  financial  period  will  terminate  on  the 
31st  March  next,  and  the  deficit  to  be  imme- 
diately provided  against  will  be  proportionately 
diminished.  I  estimate  that  the  expenditure  for  the 
nine  months  will  be  £3,110,262,  and  the  revenue 
for  the  same  period,  including  the  receipts  from 

■  the  new  taxation,  will  be  £2,445,200,  leaving  a 
deficit  of  £665,062,  to  which  I  add  the  deficit  of 
£131,824  at  the  close  of  last  year,  and  arrive  at 
£796,886  as  the  amount  of  deficiency  to  be  pro- 
vided for.  Sir,  it  is  now  the  middle  of  November ; 
five  months,  therefore,  of  the  financial  year  have 
practically  gone,  and  we  have  already  issued  and 
absorbed  deticiency  bills  to  the  amount  of  £600,000. 
It  is  not,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Government,  either 
possible  or  wise  to  attempt,  under  our  present 
circumstances,  wholly  to  meet  this  deficiency  by 
taxation.     We  are,  I  hope,  about  to  take  a  new 

.departure  in  finance,  the  proposals  of  the  Cbvem- 
ment,  if  given  effect  to,  insuring  in  the  future 
a  state  of  equilibrium  between  expenditure  and 
income.  But,  to  secure  this  result,  taxation  of  a 
very  onerous  character  will  have  to  be  imposed, 
and  the  Committee  will,  I  think,  agree  with  me 
in  the  opinion  that  to  impose  special  taxation  for 
the  purpose  of  the  current  period  would  be  im- 
possible.    The  Government  will  therefore    ask 


authority  to  provide  by  loan  for  such  deficiency 
as  may  be  found  to  exist  on  the  31st  March  next. 
It  will  include,  of  course,  the  deficiency  bills 
already  issued.  To  redeem  these,  aud  to  cover 
the  balance,  I  shall  aek  the  House  for  authority  to 
isdue  Treasury  bills.  These  latter  Ihe  Govern- 
ment propose  to  have  inscribed  as  soon  as  possible 
under  the  authority  of  "  The  Consolidated  Stock 
Act,  1877."  I  make  this  proposition  with  great 
regret,  but  I  think  it  will  be  admitted  on  all  sides 
that  it  is  impossible  to  do  more  this  year,  and  that 
to  hamper  ourselves  continuously  with  a  floating 
debt  of  that  amount  would  be  impolitic  and  un- 


I  have  said.  Sir,  that,  by  ending  the  financial 
year  on  the  31st  March,  it  will  enable  the  House 
to  meet  about  the  middle  of  May,  which  is,  I 
think,  the  earliest  month  that  will  suit  the  general 
convenience  of  honorable  members. 

I  should.  Sir,  have  proposed  to  terminate  the 
financial  year  in  April,  as  more  generally  oon- 
yenieut ;  but  doing  this  would  hare  broken  up  the 
quarters  as  well  as  the  year,  thereby  rendering 
comparisons  with  former  years  almost  impossible : 
by  retaining  the  quarters  unbroken,  comparisons 
can  be  made  without  much  difficulty.  I  hope  the 
Committee  will  agree  with  me  in  thinking  this  a 
sufficient  reason  for  ending  the  financial  year  in 
March  instead  of  April.  Should  the  House  agree 
to  the  proposed  change,  I  shall  ask.  Sir,  authority 
to  continue  the  expenditure  during  the  June 
quarter  upon  the  scale  of  the  estimates  voted  for 
this  year.  This  seems  to  me  a  better  plan  than 
carrying  on  the  government  by  means  of  un- 
authorized expenditure  and  Imprest  Supply  Bills 
upon  estimates  which  have  never  been  seen  by  the 
House. 

The  plan  will  operate  in  this  way  :  The  finan- 
cial year  ending  on  the  31st  March,  the  Treasury 
will  have  plenty  of  time  to  get  the  estimates  and 
Financial  Statement,  and  the  accounts  of  the 
year,  in  as  much  detail  as  may  be  desired,  ready 
before  the  House  meets.  Immediately  upon  the 
House  meeting,  votes  for  the  several  classes  could 
be  taken  on  account,  as  in  England,  and  the 
House  would  then  know  for  what  purposes  the 
money  wai  voted,  and  the  proposed  scale  of 
expenditure  for  the  year. 

I  shall  also  propose  that,  in  future,  the  cash 
received  within  the  year  shall  be  the  receipts  of 
the  year,  and  the  expenditure  made  within  the 
year  shall  be  the  expenditure  of  the  year.  The 
only  objection  that  I  know  to  this  proposal  is, 
that  a  Government  may  hold  back  payments  for 
political  purposes,  and  so  make  the  expenditure 
appear  less  in  one  year  and  more  in  another.  I 
should  propose  to  obviate  this  by  causing  each 
department  to  send  to  the  Audit  Office  returns 
showing  its  outstanding  liabilities  on  the  31st 
March,  within  forty  days  of  the  end  of  the  year, 
duly  certified  by  the  Under  Secretary  of  each 
department;  and  the  Audit  Office  should  place 
the  returns  before  Parliament  within  ten  days  of 
its  opening,  if  it  opened  after  the  10th  day  of 
May,  and,  if  before  that  time,  then  within  fiily 
days  from  the  31st  March. 

Sir,  my  task  is  now  nearly  done*    I  have  to 
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thank  the  Committee  for  the  kind  and  patient 
hearing  it  has  given  me,  and  to  say,  in  conclusion, 
that  I  am  fully  sensible  of  the  grave  responsibi- 
lities resting  upon  the  GoTernment  and  the  House 
at  the  present  time.  The  Goyemment,  Sir,  hare 
endeavoured  to  grasp  the  financial  position  of  the 
colony  as  a  whole,  and  our  present  proposals  are 
submitted  as  part  of  a  general  scheme.  We  feel, 
Sir,  that  we  should  be  utterly  unworthy  of  the 
trust  reposed  in  us  if  we  had  only  resorted  to  tern- 
po^ary-  expedients  at  such  a  crisis.  The  time,  Sir, 
for  temporary  measures  has  passed  away.  We 
have  endeavoured  to  go  to  the  root  of  the  matter, 
and  at  once,  by  a  resort  to  fresh  taxation  and 
other  important  reforms,  to  place  our  finance 
on  what  we  believe  to  be  a  sound  and  enduring 
basis.  Sir,  the  imposition  of  fresh  taxation  to 
such  an  extent  as  I  have  proposed  to-night, 
and  at  such  a  time  as  thu,  can  only  be  justi- 
fied by  the  necessities  of  the  case.  The  position 
is  one  which  admits  of  no  hesitation.  We 
might  attempt  to  extricate  ourselves  from  a  pre- 
sent difficulty  by  forcing  the  sale  of  land,  at  a 
price  and  upon  terms  which  would  involve  large 
sacrifices  in  the  future  settlement  of  the  colony. 
Both  our  credit  and  our  capital  would  ultimately 
suffer  by  such  a  course,  even  if  it  were  tempo- 
rarily successful.  On  the  otlier  hand,  by  the 
adoption  of  our  proposals  for  increased  taxation, 
for  placing  the  bulk  of  that  taxation  upon  those 
most  able  to  bear  it,  and  for  entering  on  a  course 
of  careful  administration,  we  shall  permanently 
strengthen  the  one  and  conserve  the  other.  We 
make  these  proposals  with  a  firm  belief  in  the 
ample  resources  and  l*allying  power  of  the  colony, 
ana  in  entire  confidence  that  the  good  sense  of 
the  colonists  will  prefer  present  self-denial  to  any 
sacrifice  of  the  permanent  interests  of  the  country. 
Sir,  in  whatever  way  our  plans  may  be  dealt  with, 
this  at  any  rate  is  certain :  that  the  country  will 
be  satisfied  with  no  temporary  expedients,  will 
submit  to  no  makeshifts,  but  will  insist  upon  our 
finance  beinff  placed  on  a  well-defined,  solid,  and 
lasting  foundation. 

I  luive,  Sir,  now  to  ask  the  Committee  to  agree 
that  the  proposed  additions  and  exemptions  that 
I  have  mentioned  shall  take  place  immediately. 
It  is  the  custom  upon  all  occasions  of  this  sort, 
whatever  honorable  gentlemen  may  think  of  the 
wisdom  or  otherwise  of  the  proposals,  that  they 
are  fully  discussed  whenever  the  Bill  to  give 
efibct  to  them  is  brought  down. 

I  move  the  following  resolutions  : — 
That,  in  lieu  of  the  duties  of  Customs  now 
charged  on  the  undermentioned  articles,  the  fol- 
lowing duties  of  Customs  shall,  on  and  after  the 
eighteenth  day  of  November,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  seventy-nine,  be  charged  thereon  on 
importation  into  New  Zealand,  or  on  being  cleared 
from  any  warehouse  for  homo  consumption — 
namely,  almonds  in  the  shell,  and  nuts  of  all 
kinds,  except  cocoanuts,  2d.  per  pound;  chafi*, 
10s.  per  ton  J  corks,  bottling,  15  per  cent,  ad 
valorem;  fruits,  dried,  2d.  per  pound;  fruits, 
fresh,  other  than  oranges,  lemons,  bananas,  and 
pineapples,  15  per  cent,  ad  valorem  /  glass,  crown, 
sheet,  and  common  window,  28.  per  100  feet 
superficial  j  grain  and  pulse  of  every  kind  not 
Major  Atkinson 


otherwise  enumerated,  9d.  per  100  pounds ;  grain, 
when  ground  or  in  any  way  manufactured,  la. 
per  100  pounds ;  malt,  2s.  per  bushel ;  peas,  split, 
Is.  per  cwt. ;  hops,  6d.  per  pound  ;  iron  fencing- 
wire,  staples  and  standards,  20s.  per  ton ;  iron, 
galvanized,  corrugated  sheets,  guttering,  ridging, 
and  spouting,  washers,  screws,  nails,  and  wire 
netting,  40s.  per  ton ;  iron  tanks,  5s.  each ; 
matches  of  all  kinds,  25  per  cent,  ad  valorem  ; 
milk,  preserved,  15  per  cent,  ad  valorem ;  naila, 
38.  per  cwt. ;  perfumery  and  toilet  preparations 
not  otherwise  enumerated,  25  per  cent,  ad  valorem  ; 
proprietary  medicines,  commonly  called  patent 
medicines,  or  any  medicine  or  preparation  of 
which  the  recipe  is  kept  secret,  recommended  by 
advertisement.. bill,  or  label,  for  the  relief  of  any 
disorder  or  ailment,  25  per  cent,  ad  valorem  j 
timber,  sawn,  rough,  28.  per  100  feet  superficial ; 
timber,  sawn,  dressed,  46.  per  100  feet  superficial ; 
shingles  and  laths,  2s.  per  thousand  ;  palings,  28. 
per  himdred ;  posts,  Ss.  per  hundred  ;  rails,  46. 
per  hundred ;  salt,  208.  per  ton ;  spirits  or  strong 
waters,  not  being  sweetened  or  mixed  with  any 
article,  so  that  the  degree  of  strength  thereof  can- 
not be  ascertained  by  Sykes's  hydrometer,  for 
every  gallon  of  the  strength  of  proof  by  such 
hydrometer,  and  so  in  proportion  for  any  greater 
or  less  strength  than  the  strength  of  proof,  and 
for  any  greater  or  less  quantity  than  a  gal- 
lon, 14s.  per  proof  gallon;  other  spirits,  being 
sweetened  or  mixed  so  that  the  degree  of  strength 
aforementioned  cannot  be  ascertained  as  aforesaid, 
148.  per  gallon ;  liqueurs  and  cordials,  14s.  per 
gallon ;  perfumed  spirits  and  Cologne  water,  2l8. 
per  gallon;  stearine.  Id.  per  pound;  tobacco, 
Ss.  Gd.  per  pound ;  cigars  and  cigarettes,  68.  per 
pound ;  wine  other  than  sparkling  and  Australian, 
5s.  per  gallon ;  all  articles  not  otherwise  enume- 
rated, which  are  now  chargeable  with  duty  at  10 
per  cent,  ad  valor em^  15  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

That  the  duties  of  Customs  chargeable  upon 
the  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  hereinafter 
mentioned,  imported  into  New  Zealand,  shall 
cease  and  determine — namely,  almonds  (Barbary, 
bitter,  and  other),  for  conrectionery ;  bolts  and 
nuts  ;  carriage-bolts  and  nuts,  tire-bolts,  shackle- 
holders,  and  other  iron  fittings  for  carriages ; 
morocco,  roan,  japanned,  and  enamelled  leather, 
and  tanned  and  dressed  sealskins  and  goatskins ; 
buggy  shafts,  bent  wheel-rims,  and  other  bent 
carriage-timber;  hickory,  unwrought;  hattera' 
galloons  and  hatters*  calicoes ;  fine  iron,  brass, 
and  copper  wire  for  use  in  brushmaking ;  phos- 
phorus, and  oil  of  rhodium  ;  sulphate  of  soda ; 
saddlers'  ironmongery ;  grindery ;  sheet  zinc  ; 
plain  sheet  galvanized  iron. 

Mr.  MACANDREW. —Of  course.  Sir,  on  mov- 
ing new  duties  I  am  aware  it  is  the  recognized 
practice  that  no  opposition  is  offered  at  this  stage, 
but,  at  the  same  time,  it  must  be  understood  t^t 
we  are  not  pledged  to  ultimately  agreeing  with 
them.  That,  I  beheve,  is  the  practice. '  In  agree- 
ing to  this  formal  resolution  we  do  not  pledge 
ourselves  to  agree  to  the  remission  of  duties  or  the 
imposition  of  others.  I  do  not  wish  to  provoke 
any  discussion  at  the  present  time,  or  to  depart 
from  the  practice  which  is  usually  followed  on 
occasions  like  the  present.    At  the  same  time,  I 
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oannofc  refrain  from  expressinz  my  dissfitisfaotion 
at  the  tone  and  the  spirit  of  the  proposals  em- 
bodied in  the  speech  wnich  we  have  just  listened 
to.  Sir,  tbe  position  is  anything  bnt  charming. 
That,  of  coarse,  we  are  all  aware  of ;  but  what  I 
object  to  is  that  the  honorable  member  should 
hare  attributed  that  position,  as  he  has  done,  to 
the  action  of  the  late  GoTcmment.  He  stated, 
Sir,  that  the  position  of  affairs  is  rery  much  to  be 
attributed  to  the  fact  that  large  obligations  hare 
been  incurred  by  the  Public  Works  Department 
without  the  authority  of  Parliament  —  that  is, 
that  the  authority  of  Parliament  had  been  dis- 
regarded. Weil,  $ir,  I  can  say,  as  far  as  I  am 
concerned,  that  I  am  not  aware  of  any  contract 
haying  been  entered  into  without  the  consent  of 
Parliament.  At  any  rate,  it  will  be  found  that  a 
rery  small  outlay,  if  any,  has  been  so  incurred, 
and  that  no  obligation  has  been  entered  into  which 
does  not  fairly  come  within  the  limits  of  the 
amount  legally  applicable  under  the  head  of  Un- 
authorized expenditure.  The  practice,  so  far 
as  I  am  aware,  has  always  been  that  no  con- 
tract has  been  entered  into  unless  upon  the  au- 
thority of  the  Parliament;  and,  it  otherwise, 
there  must  be  rery  great  blame  attributable  to 
somebody — to  the  permanent  beads  of  the  de- 
partment. I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  that 
blame  is  attributable  to  them  now,  until  I  see  the 
return  to  which  I  called  attention  in  the  earlier 
part  of  the  eyening.  If  that  return  had  been 
laid  on  the  table  a  month  ago,  as  it  should  hare 
been,  it  would  hare  shown  erery  contract  that 
has  been  entered  into,  the  date  of  the  contract, 
the  contractors'  names,  and  the  authority  of  Par- 
liament. I  think  that,  had  the  honorable  gentle- 
man come  down  boldly  and  said  they  were  now 
called  upon  to  meet  tbe  consequences  of  the  mis- 
gOTemment  and  recklessness  and  extrayagance  of 
past  years— that  these  had  now  come  to  a  focus, 
as  it  were — had  he  come  down  and  said  that  the 
results  of  the  financial  intoxication,  if  I  may  call 
it  so,  initiated  by  the  *' continuous  Ministry," 
aggrayated  by  the  commercial  depression  which 
has  prevailed  throughout  the  colony  fur  the  past 
two  years,  are  now  culminating  upon  the  heads 
of  the  Ministry,  from  whatever  side  of  the  House, 
now  occupying  those  benches  —  had  he  come 
down  and  fuUy  avowed  that,  he  would  have 
been  nearer  the  truth,  and  would 'have  been 
acting  a  manly  and  straightforward  part.  I 
must  say  that  I,  for  one,  am  not  prepared  at 
all  for  this  enormous  additional  taxation.  I 
am  utterly  taken  afchast  at  the  idea  of  propos- 
ing additional  taxation  of  from  35s.  to  £2  per 
bmd  on  every  man,  woman,  and  child  in  the 
colony.  That  is  not  the  way  to  get  out  of  our 
difficulties.  We  are  taxed  enough  now,  in  all 
conscience.  I  should  have  preferred  if  he  had 
come  down  and  said  the  time  had  come  when  we 
must  cut  our  coat  according  to  our  cloth.  Had 
he  said,  Circumstances  not  the  creation  of  yester- 
day have  arisen  whereby  the  Government  have 
got  into  a  position  of  enormous  responsibility, 
a  position  in  which,  if  it  does  its  duty  to  the 
country,  to  this  House,  and  to  itself,  it  must 
needs  subject  itself  to  very  great  unpopularity — 
bad  he  come  down  and  said  that,  and  called 


upon  us  to  act  together,  shoulder  to  shoulder,  in 
overcoming  the  difficulty  of  the  position,  I  think 
it  would  have  been  more  the  part  of  a  statesman 
and  patriot  than  coming  down  with  proposals 
such  as  those  now  indicated,  and  attributing 
blame  to  his  predecessors,  with  which  they  are 
not  fairly  chargeable.  I  have  no  wish  to  excite 
any  discussion  at  the  present  stage,  but  I  cannot 
refrain  from  giving  expression  to  the  sentiments 
engendered  on  hearing  the  speech  of  the  honor- 
able member. 

Mr.  GIS60ENE. — When  the  honorable  mem- 
ber allucles  to  the  American  system  of  property- 
tax,  does  he  allude  to  any  Act  of  the  United 
States,  or  any  Act  of  some  particular  State  ?— 
because  there  is  no  such  Act  as  that  to  which 
he  alludes  in  force  as  an  Act  of  the  United 
States.  It  is,  I  believe,  an  income-  and  property- 
tax,  and  substantially  corresponds  with  the  in- 
come- and  property-tax  in  England.  Does  the 
honorable  gentleman  allude  to  the  system  of  the 
United  States,  or  the  system  of  some  particular 
State? 

Major  ATKINSON.— They  are  both  the  same ; 
and  ours  is  the  same  proposal,  with  the  difference 
that  we  except  income. 

Resolutions  agreed  to. 

On  the  question,  That  the  Chairman  do  report 
the  resolutions  to  the  House, 

Sir  G.  GRETsaid, — Sir,  before  that  question  is 
put,  I  think  it  would  be  well  to  raise  some  discus- 
sion on  what  has  been  brought  before  us  to-night, 
lu  former  years,  when  I  had  the  happiness  of  acting 
in  perfect  accord  with  my  honorable  friend  the 
member  for  Waitemata,  we  on  various  occasions 
tried,  shortly  after  the  Financial  Statement  was 
delivered  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  to  bring 
about  a  discussion,  in  order  that  we  might  be 
enabled  to  reply  to  the  statements  made.  But 
we  neyer  were  able  to  get  that  discussion  on :  so 
that  on  one  occasion  my  honorable  friend  abso- 
lutely left  Wellington  and  retumed  home,  giving 
the  matter  up  in  despair.  Therefore  I  think  it  is 
better  at  once  to  seize  the  golden  present,  and  to 
make  some  reply  to  the  statements  that  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer  has  made.  *  The  honorable  gentle- 
man began  by  saying  something  to  this  effect: 
that  we  all  admitted  that  we  had  allowed  our 
finance  to  drift  into  a  verr  bad  state — that  that 
was  admitted  by  all  to  be  the  case.  Now,  I  abso- 
lutely deny  that  our  finance  has  drifted  into  a 
bad  state;  and  I  feel  perfectly  certain  that,  if 
any  one  will  consider  the  Statement  made  by  the 
C(donial  Treasurer,  he  will  find  that  the  real  diffi- 
culty has  arisen  from  the  stoppage  of  the  Land 
Fund ;  that  the  reyenne  has  gone  on  increasing 
year  by  year;  that  our  financial  position,  in 
point  of  ract,  has  improyed  year  by  year;  and 
that  the  one  difficulty  that  has  taken  place  is  the 
temporary  failure  of  the  Land  Fund.  As  has 
been  repeatedly  pointed  out,  land  is  a  commodity 
which  does  not  decrease  in  value ;  land  is  a  com- 
modity which  costs  nothing  to  store  or  keep,  and 
which  does  not  deteriorate ;  and  land  is  a  com- 
modity which  ultimately  realizes  greater  prices 
than  it  would  have  realized  if  it  had  been  sold 
in  past  years.  Therefore,  in  that  respect,  I  say 
our  finances  have  not  drifted  into  a  bad  oon- 
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dition.  I  go  farther,  and  nj  this :  In  the  con- 
cluding portion  of  his  speech  the  Treasurer  says 
a  considerable  deficit  will  take  place  daring  the 
carrent  nine  months,  on  account  of  new  taxation 
to  make  up  the  probable  deficit  at  the  commence- 
ment of  this  financial  jear  not  baring  been  im- 
posed. Well,  Sir,  the  honorable  member  and  his 
friends  are  answerable  for  that.  We  were  pre- 
pared to  deal  with  the  matter  in  Jalj  last,  and 
we  had  readj  proposals  for  increased  taxation 
which  I  am  sure  would  have  been  as  infinitely 
superior  to  those  now  proposed  as  light  is  to  dark- 
ness ;  but  we  were  prerented  from  bringing  them 
on.  There  was  a  determination  on  the  part  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  and  his  friends  that  we 
should  not  do  so.  A  dissolution  became  necessary. 
The  country  was  appealed  to,  and  when  the  new 
session  commenced  we  were  again  prepared  in- 
stantly to  lay  before  the  House  similar  proposals 
to  those  which  we  had  been  prepared  to  lay  before 
the  House  at  the  commencement  of  this  financial 
year.  But  the  honorable  member  and  his  friends 
again  stopped  us,  and  they  are  entirely  responsible 
for  the  delay  which  has  taken  place  in  the  imposi- 
tion of  taxation.  I  thereforo  say  there  is  no  un- 
soundness in  the  financial  position  of  New  Zealand, 
absolutely  no  unsoundness  whaterer,  and  that 
this  temporary  deficit  has  arisen  from  a  cause  for 
which  the  present  GK>Temment,  and  no  other 
persons,  are  responsible.  I  then  pass  on  to  this : 
I  need  not  notice  in  detail  the  yarious  statements 
that  hare  been  made  in  the  proposed  system  of 
finance  for  the  future  which  has  been  laid  before 
this  House  this  cTcning.  I  will  confine  myself  to 
broad  facts.  I  say  this  —  and  it  is  that  which 
every  one  in  New  Zealand  knows — that  the  pre- 
sent GoTcrnment  were  put  into  office  for  this  one 
purpose  :  to  get  rid  of  the  land-tax.  They  were 
put  into  office  principally  by  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand,  aided  by  the  Legislatiye  Council  of  the 
colony,  aided  also  by  the  great  landholders  of  the 
colony ;  and  I  belieye  erery  man  in  New  Zealand 
recognizes  that  they  were  put  into  office  to  do 
away  with  the  land-tax.  For  instance,  look  at 
the  Premier.  He  is  the  very  person  who  formerly 
ruined  the  Province  of  Canterbury  by  devising  a 
system  under  which  the  country  was  gridironed, 
and  by  other  measures  under  which  enormous 
advantages  were  given  to  squatters.  Let  any 
man  who  wishes  to  understand  this  read  the  Can- 
terbury papers— the  poetry  of  past  times  ;  let  any 
man  read  the  history  of  the  country.  The  present 
Minister  of  Lands  also  was  really  bis  principal 
assistant  in  these  transactions.  He  was  in  office 
at  the  time  tiiat  system  was  established,  and 
carried  it  on  until  such  an  outcry  was  raised  that 
it  was  impossible  for  any  one  to  do  otherwise 
than  stop  it;  and  then  he  himself  was  also 
the  one  man  who  was  mainly  instrumental  in 
securing  to  the  Canterbury  squatters  their  land 
leases  for  another  ten  years,  without  allowing  an 
appeal  to  the  country  as  to  the  advisability  of 
that  course  being  adopted.  Then,  if  we  turn  to 
the  Upper  House,  we  find  the  leader  of  that  body 
a  gentleman  specially  put  in  there — having  been 
rejected  by  a  constituency — who  has  always  taken 
the  part  of  those  large  landed  speculators  in 
Auckland  who  have  acquired  either  large  por- 
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tions  of  Government  land  or  immens*  proper- 
ties from  the  Native  population  of  New  2iealand. 
This  is  how  the  Ministry  is  composed;  and  I 
ask,  would  it  be  possible,  under  such  circum- 
stances, that  anything  would  be  left  undone  to 
get  rid  of  the  land-tax  ?  Let  us  consider  what 
is  proposed  to  be  done  by  this  Financial  State- 
ment. Let  us  look  at  it  fairly.  Can  tbero  be  a 
doubt  that,  under  the  present  system,  the  daas 
which  the  Government  represent  have  already 
got  possession  of  the  very  be<t  portions  of  the 
land  in  the  country  ?  Look  at  the  Middle  Island. 
Look  at  the  Province  of  Canterbury.  Almost  aQ 
the  good  land  there  has  been  taken  up.  And  so 
in  various  other  provinces  of  New  Zealand,  wher* 
the  same  system  has  been  pursued.  Look  at  the 
Native  land.  What  has  been  going  on  in  respect 
to  that?  This  House  is  awaro  that  a  Bill  wmt 
introduced  by  myself  for  dealing  with  Native  land 
by  private  individuals.  That  Bill  received  uni- 
versal approbation  in  the  North  Island ;  and  yet 
the  present  Native  Minister,  apparently  ignorant 
that  such  a  Bill  had  ever  been  introduced,  stood 
up  the  other  evening  and  declared  that  such-and- 
such  a  measure  was  wanted,  giving  every  detail  of 
the  Bill  which  we  proposed  should  be  enacted.  We 
brought  that  Bill  forward  and  should  have  carried 
it  out ;  but  those  gentlemen  are  keeping  it  bac^. 
They  do  tiot  intend  to  allow  it  to  become  law 
this  session ;  and  I  know  it  is  a  fact  that  at  this 
moment  large  agencies  aro  at  work  by  whose 
operations  large  blocks  of  Native  land  will  be 
swept  away  from  competition,  and  will  pass  into 
the  bands  of  a  few  speculators  ;  and  that  Bill  is 
at  present  being  kept  back  in  order  to  allow  this 
sort  of  thing  to  go  on  and  to  aUow  those  persons 
to  carry  out  their  plans.  Such  being  the  case, 
our  only  safety  is  in  that  plan  to  which  the  in- 
habitants of  Victoria  have  had  recourse — that  is, 
to  take  care  that  thero  is  a  tax  upon  land,  and 
that  that  taxation  shall  increase  in  the  proportion 
as  property  increases,  so  that  a  necessity  it  laid 
upon  the  large  landholders  to  cut  up  their  estates, 
or,  if  they  refuse  to  do  that,  they  shall  be  com- 
pelled to  bear  a  fair  sharo  of  the  taxation.  But 
it  is  unjust  that,  under  any  ciroumstances,  men 
should  be  allowed  to  shut  up  a  lai^e  portion  of 
the  earth's  surface  from  their  fellow-men,  and  to 
provide  beforehand  that  New  Zealand  shall  become 
a  State  in  which  there  shall  be  two  claMes,  a  class 
of  large  landholders  with  many  privileges,  and 
another  class,  by  far  the  larger,  which  for  genera- 
tions and  generations  to  elapse  shall  serve  these 
men,  and  have  no  hope  of  getting  homes  of  their 
own.  That  is  a  system  for  which  these  gentlemen 
have  been  ropeatedly  contending,  and  it  it  in  fur- 
therance of  tnat  system  that  they  now  come  down 
and  ask  to  have  the  tax  taken  off  the  land.  If 
there  is  any  objection  to  the  form  of  the  land-tax, 
let  it  be  altered  to  the  form  in  which  it  exists  in 
Victoria— that  is,  so  much  per  acre  upon  all  land, 
improved  or  unimproved,  the  amount  per  acre  in- 
creasing in  exactly  the  same  proportion  in  which 
the  estate  itself  increases.  Now,  what  they  are 
going  to  do  is  to  do  away  with  the  land-tax,  and 
put  on  what  they  are  pleased  to  term  a  property- 
tax,  the  meaning  of  which  is,  that  every  man  will 
have  to  pay  for  his  improvements  as  well  as  for 
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the  ralue  of  his  land,  while  the  speculator  will 
hare  to  pay  nothing.  The  speculator  is  to  be 
allowed  to  hold  rast  tracts  of  land  for  purposes 
of  speculation,  without  paying  a  single  penny  of 
taxation,  because  he  does  not  improve  it.  StiU,  it 
increases  in  value  from  the  improvements  which 
his  neighbours  all  round  him  make ;  but  he  him- 
self is  to  be  taxed  in  no  way  whatever  for  the 
land  he  holds  purely  for  speculative  purposes. 
For  years  he  may  shut  out  all  improvements 
from  it,  and  use  it  simply  for  sheep,  or  not  at  all ; 
while  the  poor  man  of  small  property  year  by  year 
will  be  bound  to  pay  more  and  more,  because 
he  will  have  improved  his  land  to  the  highest 
degree  and  increased  its  value.  Such  a  system 
as  that  must  destroy  all  hope  for  the  future  of 
this  colony.  All  hope  must  be  gone  from  the 
people  of  this  country,  if  such  a  system  as  that 
is  adopted.  There  is  no  analogy  between  this 
country  and  the  United  Slates  of  America  in  this 
respect,  because  large  properties  cannot  there  be 
held  by  individuals.  Their  laws  prevent  such  a 
thing ;  but  there  is  nothing  of  the  kind  here. 
And  now  I  say.  Sir,  that  the  whole  of  this  deficit 
might  have  been  met  without  any  increased  Cus- 
toms duties,  or  any  property-tax  in  the  form  in 
which  it  is  presented  to  us.  It  could  have  been 
met  by  putting  on  an  increased  land-tax,  and  that 
in  such  a  way  that  the  duty  paid  here  would  be 
more  fair  than  it  is  in  Victoria,  and  yet  under  a 
system  that  would  certainly  yield  a  revenue  of 
£200,000  or  £300,000  a  year,  without  unduly  press- 
ing on  any  landowner,  or  compelling  him  to  pay 
more  than  if  he  were  in  one  of  the  other  colonies. 
Then  I  do  not  see,  under  the  proposals  submitted 
to  us,  in  what  manner  those  gentlemen  who  draw 
large  incomes  out  of  New  Zealand  are  to  be  got 
at.  I  do  not  see  any  plan  laid  down  for  that 
purpose ;  nor  do  I  see  any  way  by  which  great 
incomes  are  to  be  got  at.  It  appears  to  me  no 
explanation  whatever  has  been  given  of  that  sub- 
ject. I  say,  again,  it  would  be  perfectly  possible  to 
impose  an  income-tax  wliich  would  not  touch  any 
one  possessing  an  income  of  under  £300  a  year, 
while  it  would  touch  every  person  who  drew  any 
income  whatever  away  from  New  Zealand.  It 
should  be  so  placed  that  those  persons  who  derive 
their  incomes  from  work,  either  mental  or  cor- 
poreal—  whose  incomes  are  dependent  on  their 
own  mental  and  bodilv  health,  and  are  there- 
fore precarious  —  should  not  have  to  pay  ;  while 
the  tax  should  be  imposed  upon  all  those  who 

rssess  fixed  properties.  In  that  way  you  could, 
believe,  raise  between  £300,000  and  £400,000 
a  year,  and  yet  you  would  not  have  to  impose  so 
large  an  income-tax  as  people  have  now  to  pay  in 
England.  And  what  is  to  take  place  under  these 
proposals?  The  plan  I  have  sketched  out  is 
this :  Those  who  contribute  to  the  taxation  of 
the  country  shall  be  those  able  to  pay  it ;  the  tax 
shall  be  in  proportion  to  the  sacrifices  made.  The 
proposal  here  is,  once  again,  that  the  taxation  is 
to  fall  upon  the  people  at  large.  We  are  told,  in 
order  to  sweeten  the  dose  to  us,  that  the  tax 
upon  tea  and  sugar  is  not  to  be  reimposed  this 
year ;  but  then  that  probably  will  be  done  next  year, 
while  certainly  the  taxes  on  all  other  necessaries 
of  life  will  remain  unaltered,  or  be  largely  in- 
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creased.  Under  my  proposal,  there  would  be  to 
a  certain  extent  a  prospective  finance.  It  would 
raise  a  sum  sufficient  to  meet  the  deficit,  while, 
as  the  prosperity  of  the  country  increased  and  the 
land  revenue  was  restored,  you  could  go  on  de- 
creasing the  duties  on  the  necessaries  of  life, 
leaving  the  burden  on  the  shoulders  of  those  best 
able  to  bear  it.  I  say  it  is  intolerable  to  think 
that,  for  years  past,  the  whole  population  of  New 
Zealand  at  large  have  been  compelled  equally  to 
pay  the  taxes  of  the  country,  while  enormous  in- 
comes have  been  drawn  from  New  Zealand  by 
gentlemen  in  Europe  who  have  not  paid  one 
bingle  penny  towards  the  taxation  of  the  country 
from  which  they  derive  such  enormous  benefits. 
I  see  no  attempt  in  the  proposals  now  made  to 
make  them  pay  towards  the  burdens  of  the  coun- 
try in  proportion  to  the  benefits  they  derive  from 
it.  The  Colonial  Treasurer  went  on  to  say  that 
he  believed  a  considerable  sum — something  like 
£190,000  a  year  —  would  be  saved  by  the  con- 
solidation of  the  loans ;  and  he  further  said  that 
that  would  be  done,  because  the  bringing  of  the 
Act  into  operation  would  be  intrusted  to  gentle- 
men who  would  have  an  interest  in  carrying  it 
out.  I  do  not  know  what  he  means.  I  think  he 
must  mean  this :  that  they  are  going  to  appoint 
some  gentlemen  to  do  it  who  are  to  be  paid  a 
percentage  on  the  consolidation — that  tome  indi- 
vidual is  to  be  allowed  to  make  a  large  income 
out  of  it.  That,  I  apprehend,  is  the  meaning.  I 
do  not  understand  the  consolidation  of  the  loans 
is  to  be  intrusted  to  gentlemen  in  every  way 
qualified  to  carry  it  out.  I  perfectly  agree  that 
we  should  get  rid  of  the  charge  for  sinking  fund, 
but  I  think  we  should  adopt  the  English  system, 
and  by  that  means  I  think  we  could  get  rid  of 
it  in  a  single  year:  that  u  what  was  done  in 
Great  Britain,  and  it  was  done  at  nd  cost  for 
agency.  The  other  plan  will  be  much  longer, 
for,  if  I  heard  rightly,  it  will  be  intrusted  to 
tome  i)erson  or  persons  who  are  individually 
interested  in  making  a  large  profit  by  it.  Then, 
Sir,  we  arc  told  that  the  annual  deficit  we  have 
to  provide  for  amounts  to  something  between 
£800,000  and  £900,000.  I  do  not  believe  such  an 
annual  deficiency  will  exist.  I  believe  New  Zea- 
land will  shortly  enter  upon  a  career  of  great  pro- 
sperity, and  that  the  taxation  on  existing  sources 
of  revenue  will  continue  very  largely  to  increase. 
I  think  it  is  taking  a  wrong  view  of  New  Zea- 
land, a  wrong  view  of  its  capabilities,  a  view  that 
will  injure  it  in  the  money-market  at  Home,  a 
view  that  a  Colonial  Treasurer  should  not  take, 
to  say  that  such  a  deficiency  will  exist  for  a  con- 
siderable time.  It  has  arisen  solely  from  the 
failure  of  the  Land  Fund.  That  source  of  revenue 
will,  I  believe,  increase  very  rapidly ;  and  I  do  not 
see  why  we  should  not  use  it  in  aid  of  the  general 
revenue  of  the  country,  because  I  believe  by  the 
time  it  is  exhausted  the  population  of  New  Zea- 
land will  have  so  vastly  increased,  and  the  revenue 
will  have  so  vastly  increased— increasing,  as  it 
will  do,  in  a  ratio  greater  than  the  popumtion — 
that  the  necessity  for  having  recourse  to  such  a 

I  fund  as  a  Land  .f'und  will  have  passed  away.  I 
am  sure  that  is  the  wise  way  in  which  to  look  at 

'  it — the  proper  thing  to  tell  our  creditors  and  the 
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inbabitanU  of  New  Zealand.  To  sefc  up  the  pre-  | 
sent  state  of  things  as  a  pica  for  sweeping  away  ; 
the  land-tax  is>  to  mj  mind»  intolerable.  I  re- 
marked the  way  in  which  it  came  out.  It  was 
quite  delightful  to  hear  the  expression  used.  It 
was  said,  in  point  of  fact,  that  the  land-tax  was 
to  be  absorbed — merged  into  a  property-tax.  I 
say  it  is  not  to  be  merged  into  it  at  all.  They 
are  totally  distinct  things.  It  is  a  gross  mis- 
representation to  say  that  the  land-tax  is  to  be 
merged  in  the  property-tax.  It  simply  means 
that  the  great  landholders,  who  haye  put  that 
Government  into  office,  are  to  escape  altogether 
that  taxation  to  which  they  are  justly  and  pro- 
perly subject  at  the  present  time,  and  that  all 
hope  of  prerenting  people  from  acquiring  large 
properties  in  future  is  to  be  taken  away  from  the 
inhabitants  of  New  Zealand.  If  that  land-tax 
did  not  produce  the  effect  upon  those  who  have 
large  properties  now,  it  would  certainly  prevent 
others  in  future  seeking  to  obtain  largo  estates.  I 
aay  that  to  attempt  to  force  the  now-proposed 
system  of  taxation  on  the  country  is  to  teU  the 
people  of  New  Zealand  many  things  that  they 
will  be  sorry  to  hear.  It  b  to  say  this :  that 
the  future  burdens  of  the  country  are  to  foil,  as 
hitherto,  upon  those  classes  who  labour  to  make 
the  country  what  it  is.  Every  family  is  hence- 
^  forth  to  be  taxed  as  largely  as  it  was  in  the  past. 
Upon  them  the  whole  burden  of  taxation  is  to 
fall,  while  those  gentlemen  whose  properties  have 
had  enormous  value  given  to  them  by  railways 
and  public  works  are  hardly  to  be  touched  at  all. 
What  is  a  penny  in  the  pound  to  a  man  who  has 
had  £20  or  £30  an  acre  added  to  the  value  of  his 
property,  and  who,  if  he  choose,  can  sell  it  imme- 
diately at  that  price  to  any  person?  It  amounts 
to  absolutely  nothing  at  all.  But  to  the  poor  and 
struggling  farmer,  who  probabljr  has  had  to  bor- 
row money  to  enable  him  to  improve  his  land 
and  who  is  now  to  be  .taxed  for  those  improve- 
ments, it  means  a  great  deal — it  is  a  very  great 
burden  indeed.  I  do  hope  the  House  will  resist 
this ;  I  do  hope  the  country  will  resist  it.  I 
firmly  believe,  when  the  whole  subject  ia  con- 
sidered, the  people  will  say  that  it  is  intolerable 
that  a  reversion  should  be  made  to  a  sy^^tcm  that 
they  bad  hoped  had  ceased  for  ever.  "  They  will 
Bay  it  is  shameful  these  dealings  in  Native  lands 
should  be  allowed  to  go  on  in  the  way  they  are 
going  on.  It  is  known  very  well  that  the  best 
pieces  of  the  Native  land  were  being  held  back 
in  the  hope  that  they  would  be  sold  in  small 
blocks  in  the  open  market,  so  that  every  man 
should  have  a  chance  of  obtaining  a  little  pro- 
perty for  himself.  But,  under  the  proposals  of 
those  honorable  gentlemen,  a  single  individual 
can  acquire  200,000,  250,000,  or  300,000  acres 
of  the  best  land  for  himself,  and  only  those  can 
acquire  such  lands  as  have  the  control  of  certain 
Native  agents.  We  know  that  negotiations  are 
going  on  for  the  purchase  of  such  blocks  at  the 

E resent  time,  and  the  result  will  be  that  all  that 
md  will  be  swept  away  from  the  public,  and 
will  not  be  subject  to  any  equitable  taxation. 
I  think  the  people  of  New  Zealand  will  be 
of  opinion  that  in  that  respect  they  are  very 
badly  treated.  And  when  Uiey  are  told  that, 
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Victoria  having  already  imposed  a  land-tax,  a 
great  movement  is  being  made  throughout  Eng- 
land and  Scotland  and  Ireland  to  have  such  a 
land-tax  imposed  as  every  one  sees  the  necessity 
for,  they  will  say  that  it  is  very  hard  they  should 
be  obliged  to  lag  behind  their  fellow-country- 
men of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race  in  other  parte  of 
the  world.  Consider  what  the  wealth  of  New 
Zealand  really  i-?  at  the  present  time.  The  Colo- 
nial Treasurer  hardly  touched  upon  that.  It 
is  true  that  the  value  of  improved  property  in 
New  Zealand  is  ninety-nine  millions.  The  im- 
provements alone  are  upwards  of  thirty  millions. 
The  amount  of  money  lent  on  mortgages  in  New 
Zealand  is  £21,700,000  odd,  and  nearly  one-half 
is  lent  by  New  Zealanders  themselves.  The 
capital  invested  in  banks,  insurance  companies, 
and  other  industrial  companies  is  known  to  be 
upwards  of  three  millions  at  the  present  time. 
The  stocks  of  merchants  and  traders  are  estimated 
at  ten  millions.  It  is  known  that  one  million  is 
invested  in  shipping  in  New  Zealand.  Those  few 
headings  will  give  an  idea  of  the  present  wealth 
of  the  country — of  this  country,  which  is  said  to 
be  in  a  state  which  ought  to  alarm  everybody, 
which  U  absolutely  to  create  alarm  of  the  gravest 
kind.  We  are  to  be  compelled  to  borrow  be- 
tween £700,000  and  £800,000  upon  IVeasury 
bills  to  meet  this  great  deficit.  There  has  been 
no  means  provided — nothing  that  we  have  been 
told  of  —  to  pay  off  those  Treasury  bills.  It 
appears  to  me  that  the  system  of  borrowing  is 
to  be  continued  to  a  greater  degree  than  ever. 
We  have  not  been  told  that  the  land-tax  is  to  be 
levied — whether  the  sum  of  £150,000  due  is 
to  come  into  the  Treasury  or  not.  We  do  not 
know  at  what  period  it  is  to  stop.  No  informa- 
tion upon  any  one  of  those  points  is  afforded  to 
us.  I  say  that,  while  the  (Sovemment  of  New 
Zealand  possesses  property  of  the  kind  I  have 
spoken  of,  while  it  possesses  great  tracts  of  unsold 
land — for,  although  the  most  valuable  portions 
are  gone,  slill  in  each  succeeding  year  lands  now, 
comparatively  speaking,  not  of  much  value,  will 
have  great  value  given  to  them  by  the  pressure  of 
population — it  is  nonsense  to  talk  of  the  country 
being  in  an  embarrassed  state.  Any  country 
in  which  the  rerenue  is  increasing  must  be  in  a 
good  state,  and  my  only  fear  is  that  the  gentle- 
men now  in  office  may,  from  some  mistaken 
system  or  other,  not  only  produce  an  alarm 
regarding  the  state  of  the  country  ^sewhere 
from  the  statements  they  make,  but  that  they 
will,  by  improperly  liiniLing  the  expenditure, 
bring  on  a  great  depression  in  New  Zealand, 
which  is  absolutely  unnecessary.  They  say  our 
credit  is  gone,  that  the  publio  works  system  can- 
not be  carried  out,  that  we  ought  not  to  com- 
plete our  railroads  in  a  hurry,  that  there  is 
no  means  whatever  of  so  doing.  I  say  that  there 
are  abundant  means  of  so  doing.  If  railways 
will  pay,  the  sooner  they  are  made  the  better. 
Why  not  pursue  here  the  same  system  as  in 
other  colonies  ?  When  railways  would  pay,  other 
colonies  have  raised  no  money  whatever  for 
constructing  them.  The  colony  has  the  line  of 
railway  surveyed ;  it  has  an  estimate  made  of  the 
probable  cost;  it  sends  that  Home  to  Europe; 
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and  in  the  colony  and  in  Europe  it  calls  for 
tenders  for  the  execution  of  the  railway,  guaran- 
teeing 5i  or  6  per  cent,  to  anj  company  under- 
taking  to  make  it.  In  that  way  a  number  of 
railways  haye  been  made  in  other  colonies.  Why 
not  do  the  same  here?  When  is  the  railway 
from  New  Plymouth  to  Auckland  to  be  made? 
The  Natives  are  now  willing  to  allow  the  railway 
to  be  made  not  only  to  the  Kirer  Mokau,  but  a 
long  way  up  the  River  Mokau.  Why  not  carry 
that  on  ?  Why  are  we  to  be  told  that  a  stoppage 
is  to  be  made  in  our  great  railway  works  P  There 
is  aren  another  way  of  making  our  railways.  The 
late  MinUter  for  Public  Works  showed  that,  when 
he  called  for  tenders  for  railways,  and  the  amount 
was  to  be  paid  subsequently  to  the  completion  of 
the  railways,  a  great  value  would  be  given  to  the 
lands  through  which  the  railway  would  be  made 
to  pass,  and  the  sale  of  that  land  would,  om  the 
oompletion  of  the  railway,  pay  the  cost  of  its 
completion.  There  are  various  ways  of  making 
our  public  works  without  delay.  The  present 
Government  say  they  will  reduce  the  expenditure 
within  such  narrow  limits,  because  they  can  raise 
no  more  money.  If  they  do  that,  they  will  bring 
on  a  great  and  vast  depression.  If  they  are 
really  determined  to  make  great  reductions,  let 
them  be  carried  out.  Let  them,  for  instance,  get 
rid  of  the  Agent- General's  office  in  London,  and 
abolish  the  present  system  of  introducing  im- 
migrants into  the  colony.  The  Gbvernment  will 
thus  get  rid  of  a  most  expensire  department ; 
andy^hen  immigrants  are  wanted,  let  tl>em  send 
Home  an  agent  for  the  special  emergency  that 
has  onsen.  That  has  been  done  in  Canada ;  that 
has  been  done  in  other  colonies ;  and  the  system 
haa  answered  well.  Those  colonies  have  not  kept 
ap  an  enormously  expensive  establishment  in 
England.  If,  as  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
■ays,  wo  are  to  cut  our  coats  according  to  our 
doth,  let  us  cut  them  in  that  way.  That  will 
do  good  to  the  whole  community  at  once.  It  will 
at  once  relievo  the  community  of  an  immense 
expenditure,  and  render  it  certain  that  no  immi- 
granta  will  be  introduced  at  the  cost  of  the  coun- 
try until  the  matter  has  been  well  considered,  and 
special  funds  voted  for  the  purpose.  In  every 
way  that  will  be  a  great  advantage  to  us.  If  they 
would  introduce  reforms  of  that  kind — if  they 
would  increase  the  tax  upon  land  in  proportion 
to  the  amount  held — if  they  would  take  care  that 
all  incomes  in  New  Zealand  are  subjected  to  fair 
taxation — the  whole  of  this  new  plan  of  theirs 
would  be  absolutely  and  entirely  got  rid  of.  It 
will  be  an  intolerable  burden  to  New  Zealand 
that  every  man  should  have  a  tax*gatherer  coming 
into  his  house  to  value  the  whole  of  the  property 
he  possesses ;  that  every  farmer  should  be  taxed 
for  all  the  improvements  that  he  has  made,  so 
that  he  will  dread  to  make  improvements,  know- 
ing the  further  burdens  they  will  bring  upon  him. 
If  this  system  is  followed  out  it  will  bo  the 
greatest  blow  ever  given  to  the  prosperity  of  New 
Zealand.  I  hope  the  House  will  not  lend  itself 
to  a  measure  of  the  kind.  I  hope  the  House  will 
insist  upon  it  that  great  alterations  of  this  kind 
in  our  system  of  taxation  shall  not  be  introduced 
until  the  new  electorates  have  come  into  opera- 


tion. I  hope  the  House  will  refuse  to  have  any- 
thing to  do  with  measures  of  this  kind,  or  to  vote 
supplies,  until  a  Bill  is  brought  in  by  which  fair 
representation  will  be  given  to  the  people  of  New 
Zealand,  and  those  pocket-boroughs — those  small 
constituencies — will  be  got  rid  of.  If  those  small 
constituencies  did  not  exist,  no  Gbvernment  would 
come  down  and  dare  to  make  a  proposition  of 
this  kind  to  the  House — no  Government  would 
hope  to  be  able  to  carir  measures  of  this  kind. 
I  feel  firmly  convinced  yet  that  there  will  be 
spirit  enough  iu  this  House  to  make  a  firm  and 
determined  stand  against  an  alteration  of  this 
nature  until  fair  reforms  are  given  to  the  people 
of  New  Zealand,  so  that,  when  they  are  fairly  and 
justly  represented  iu  this  House,  thoy  mav  refuse 
to  allow  those  great  changes  to  be  carried  out,  so 
adverse  to  the  interests  of  New  Zealand,  if  they 
feel  that  sucli  is  the  case.  If,  in  spite  of  all  the 
eflbrts  they  may  make,  those  changes  are  forced 
on  by  the  present  Parliament,  in  the  next  Parlia- 
ment which  is  elecled— and  which  must  shortly 
come  about — a  total  reversal  of  that  system  will 
occur;  the  system  now  in  operation  will  be  ex- 
tended in  the  manner  I  speak  of ;  and  changes  of 
the  kind  now  proposed  will  not  be  allowed  to  be 
hurried  upon  the  country.  At  the  late  elec- 
tions, did  any  of  those  gentlemen  go  on  the 
hustings  and  say,  "  We  intend  to  abolish  the  land- 
tax"?  In  what  great  constituency  was  that 
said  ?  I  believe  that  in  some  small  constituencies, 
where  great  landholders  return  particular  mem- 
bers, sueh  things  were  said.  "  Farming  dis- 
tricts," I  am  told  by  some  honorable  members. 
I  would  ask,  what  are  the  size  of  the  farms? 
I  have  had  farmers  coming  to  me  from  those 
farming  districts,  and  I  found  that  what  they 
called  a  small  farm  consisted  of  five  or  six  thou- 
sand acres  of  first-rate  land.  That  is  my  ex- 
perience of  some  of  those  farming  districts.  I 
ask,  in  what  great  constituency  was  it  said  that 
those  thin«;s  were  to  be  done?  I  believe  it  is 
utterly  unknown  to  the  electors  of  New  Zealand 
that  such  a  total  change  of  system  was  contem- 
plated by  a  majority  of  the  members  returned  to 
this  House — if  a  majority  of  members  do  eon- 
template  such  a  system.  I  still  believe  that  we 
shall  bo  able  to  make  so  thorough  and  complete  a 
resistance  to  the  establishment  of  the  proposed 
system  that  this  will  be  almost  the  last  that 
will  be  heard  of  it.  It  may  be  fought  in  detail, 
but  I  believe  it  will  never  pass.  I  believe  that 
an  income-tax  will  be  fairly  imposed,  and  that 
those  who  derive  a  benefit  from  New  Zealand 
in  any  way  whatever,  and  in  whatever  part  of  the 
world,  will  be  got  at.  I  believe  that  the  small 
farmer  will  be  left  with  his  improvements  untaxed  i 
that  large  speculators  in  land  will  be  compelled  to 
pay  taxes  in  proportion  to  the  size  of  the  proper- 
ties they  hold  for  speculative  purposes,  so  that 
they  will  find  it  is  not  advantageous  to  hold  pro- 
perties in  that  way.  I  believe  that  a  determined 
feeling  has  become  engrained  in  the  mind  of  the 
people  of  New  Zealand  that  this  shall  be  a  country 
of  small  farmers;  a  country  with  an  educated 
population  —  a  population  educated  not  only  in 
schools,  but  also  educated  in  political  knowledge  ; 
a  country  in  which  every  man,  almost,  will  take 
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an  interest  in  public  affairs,  in  which  he  reallj  is 
BO  deeply  concerned.  I  believe  that  the  people 
of  New  Zealand  will  insist  upon  a  system  of  that 
kind  being  carried  out ;  and  I  am  satisfied  that 
if  the  honorable  gentlemen  occupying  those 
benches  do  try  to  force  on  their  proposed  system 
they  will  have  no  long  tenure  of  office.  I  feel 
sure  that  the  table  will  groan  with  complaints 
against  them.  Tlie  indignation  which  prevails 
against  many  past  transactions  in  regard  to  lands 
will  continually  go  on  increasing  until  it  will  raise 
a  spirit  in  the  country  which  will  necessitate  a 
complete  change,  so  that  abuses  of  this  kind  will 
never  arise.  When  I  think  of  such  things  as 
have  passed,  and  am  told  that  the  holders  of 
enormous  properties  acquired  under  that  system 
are  not  to  be  subjected  to  any  taxation  other  than 
that  placed  upon  poor  farmers,  I  am  filled  with 
wonder.  I  have  looked  through  the  worst  in* 
stances  on  record  of  great  properties  having  been 
granted  to  favourites  of  the  Crown,  or  to  persons 
possessing  great  influence  with  the  Gk>vernmont. 
The  largest  property  I  can  find  so  granted  was 
40,000  acres.  The  usual  size  of  such  grants  was 
4,000  or  6,000  acres.  There  is  no  instance,  I  be- 
lieve, on  record  in  the  history  of  the  Empire,  in 
which  86,000  acres  of  land  was  given  to  one  indi- 
vidual for  £5,000.  I  mean  the  Waikato-Piako 
Swamp. 

Mr.  WHITAKEE. -88,500  acres. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— I  thought  it  was  86,000  acres. 
It  was  a  monstrous  tiling  that  was  done,  and  both 
the  parties  to  the  transaction  were  traitors  to  their 
fellow-countrymen.  I  say  that  all  those  concerned 
in  it  should  blush  that  such  a  thing  was  ever 
done,  and  those  who  inherited  property  so  ac- 
quired should  be  ashamed  indeed  at  obtainine;  it 
in  such  a  way,  and  on  such  terms.  That  is  what 
I  think  of  that  transaction.  There  is  no  other 
instance  that  I  can  find  of  the  same  kind.  I 
have  searched  the  grants  in  Ireland,  and  I  have 
searched  the  grants  in  other  countries,  and  I 
can  find  no  estate  granted  exceeding  40,000  acres; 
and  yet  here  is  an  estate  of  88,500  acres  given 
for  a  sum  of  little  over  £5,000,  the  rest  of 
the  country  being  ignorant  that  such  a  thing 
was  done :  and  in  a  case  of  this  kind  some  tax 
should  be  imposed,  by  which  those  who  obtained 
such  great  advantages  should  refund  some- 
thing to  the  country.  If  not,  I  see  no  hope 
for  the  future.  With  reference  to  these  nego- 
tiations for  acquiring  enormous  landed  pro- 
perties from  the  Natives,  it  was  only  the  other 
day  I  saw  a  letter  detailing  the  things  that  are 
going  on,  and  which  an  Act  I  tried  to  introduce 
last  session  would  have  stopped,  and  would  stop 
now.  I  say,  if  these  things  are  allowed  to  go  on, 
there  is  really  no  hope  for  Now  Zealand  in  future 
that  I  can  see.  Unless  §ome  most  desperate 
struggle  be  made,  what  redress  can  we  possibly 
obtain  ?  I  cannot  think  myself  where  the  redress 
is  to  be  obtained.  These  small  constituencies 
enable  certain  persons  to  be  returned  to  this 
House.  Great  moneyed  corporations  interfere 
with  the  elections.  No  one  can  deny  that.  All 
know  that  what  I  say  is  a  fact.  Great  land- 
holders have  interfered  with  the  elections.  The 
Legislative  Council  interferes  with  this  House  in  a 
Sir  a,  Qretf 


hundred  ways  whilst  we  are  sitting,  hour  by  hour 
and  day  by  day.  Its  members  interfere  with 
us,  and  use  every  influence  to  get  one  Ministry 
turned  out  and  another  Ministry  put  in,  and  to 
secure  votes  to  attain  objects  which  they  have  so 
dearly  at  heart.  In  what  way  are  the  people  of 
New  Zealand  really  represented  now  ?  I  ask  you 
tliat  question.  There  are  three  branches  of  thij 
Legislature.  Are  the  people  represented  in  the 
Governor  ?  The  second  branch  is  the  Legislative 
Council.  Are  they  represented  there  ?  I  really 
cannot  myself  imagine  the  feelings  which  can 
operate  upon  men's  minds.  I  know  that  all  my 
dearest  interests  may  be  interfered  with  by  men 
who  have  no  right  whatever  to  interfere  with  me, 
who  have  been  chosen  to  the  Legislature  by  no 
one,  and  who  should  not  have  a  power  of  that 
kind.  They  can  make  alterations  in  every  law 
that  is  sent  up  to  them,  and  yet  wo  are  to  have 
no  power  of  determining  wliether  they  are  to  sit 
there  or  not  and  to  have  the  mastery  over  us.  I 
declare  it  absolutely  fills  me  with  indignation.  I 
believe  that  any  man  who  thinks  at  all|  any  man 
who  respects  himself,  any  man  who  cares  for  his 
country,  any  man  who  walks  with  the  dignity  of 
a  man  about  him,  would  feel  the  same  indigna- 
tion that  I  do.  If  not,  then  he  is  a  traitor  to 
his  country,  and  he  is  wanting  in  those  feelings 
which  every  man  ought  to  have  in  his  breast. 
When  he  knows  that  all  that  he  holds  dear  is 
being  interfered  with  by  those  who  are  nominated 
by  the  Crown  for  life  as  legislators,  and  who  do 
not  bear  their  fair  share  of  taxation,  if  he  does  not 
resent  it  he  is  no  man  at  all.  How  does  it  arise? 
That  is  the  question.  A  wron^  compact  was  made 
with  a  great  banking  firm  in  this  colony,  which  got 
possession  of  all  our  funds — got  the  use  of  them, 
and  it  had  the  power  of  lending  them  to  their 
friends — and  thus  acquired  an  influence  here  such 
as  has  never  been  known  in  any  other  British 
colony ;  and  these  nominees  themselves  have  been 
the  largest  sharers  of  these  advantages.  Such  a 
state  of  things  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  exist 
for  a  single  day.  I  hope  that  a  speedy  termina- 
tion will  be  put  to  it.  If  men,  possessing  an 
influence  of  that  kind,  do  succeed  in  making  such 
an  alteration  in  the  system  of  taxation — if  they 
do  succeed  in  throwing  all  the  burdens  of  the 
country  once  more  upon  the  poor,  and  those 
least  able  to  bear  them — if  they  are  forced  by 
those  who  direct  their  morements  to  carry  out  a 
policy  of  this  kind — I  really  see  no  hope  for  the 
future  of  this  country  :  but  I  still  believe  that 
the  people  of  New  Zealand  will  rise  to  a  sense  of 
what  they  owe  to  themselves — to  a  sense  of  what 
they  owe  to  their  families — and  that  they  will  see 
that  they  are  truly  represented  in  every  branch  of 
the  General  Assembly,  and  that  laws  shall  be 
made  by  the  people  themselves  interested,  and 
not  by  mere  nominees.  The  nominees  are  the 
members  of  the  Upper  House,  and  the  great 
landowners  representing  small  constituencies  in 
this  country.  Under  the  system  of  nomineeism 
there  is  no  fair  representation  for  New  Zealand 
at  the  present  moment.  Had  there  been  a  isAt 
representation,  a  fairer  adjustment  of  the  inci- 
dence of  taxation  would  have  been  proposed  than 
that  which  we  have  had  brought  forward  this  night. 
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Mr.  READER  WOOD.— Sir,  these  financial 
debates  are  not  new  to  me,  and  I  think  that  yerj 
little  good  has  erer  been  got  by  discussing  a 
Financial  Statement  of  an  important  character 
before  honorable  members  hare  had  that  State- 
ment in  their  hands,  and  have  been  able  to  study 
it>  to  consider  it,  and  to  understand  it ;  but, 
as  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames  (Sir 
Q-.  Grey)  has  spoken  on  this  subject  to  a  certain 
extent,  there  are  one  or  two  points  in  his  speech 
to  which  I  desire  to  refer.  It  has  often  hap- 
pened to  me  in  past  years  to  be  associated  with 
the  honorable  gentleman  in  financial  debates,  and 
in  considering  financial  questions,  and  we  hare  in 
almost  every  single  instance  come  very  much  to 
the  same  conclusion  ;  there  has  been  little  or  no 
difference  of  opinion  between  us.  Still,  I  am  not 
surprised  to  see  that  there  is  a  difference  of 
opinion  between  us  on  the  present  occasion.  The 
position  which  I  have  always  taken  up  on  the 
subject  of  finance,  almost  from  the  very  time 
when  Sir  Julius  Vogel  made  his  Financial  State- 
ment in  1870  which  originated  this  great  borrow- 
ing policy,  was  that  the  thing  never  could  by  any 
possibility  pay ;  that  as  long  as  money  could  be 
borrowed  there  would  be  a  temporary  prosperity 
created,  but  that  ultimately  a  very  considerable 
amount  of  taxation  would  have  to  bo  levied  upon 
this  country  to  meet  the  expenditure — the  un- 
profitable expenditure — that  had  been  incurred  in 
consequence  of  that  system.  Year  after  year — 
fruitlessly,  I  admit,  but  still  on  many  occasions 
with  the  approbation  and  assistance  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  the  Thames — I  have  shown  that, 
even  by  their  own  statements,  upon  their  own 
methods  of  bringing  down  the  accounts,  although 
they  generally  contrived  to  exhibit  an  apparent 
surplus,  yet,  in  point  of  fact,  there  almost  always 
existed  a  deficit.  We  have  had  an  accumulatiye 
deficit,  measured  by  outstanding  Treasury  bills 
to  the  extent  of  £800,000.  That  has  been  the 
measure  of  the  deficit  during  the  last  seven  or 
eight  years.  Now  that  the  Land  Fund  has  failed 
us,  what  is  the  consequence  at  the  present  time  ? 
That  in  the  five  months  of  tliis  current  year  wo 
have  issued,  and  absorbed,  and  spent  £600,000 
more  raised  by  means  of  Treasury  bills.  There 
is  a  deficit  to  that  extent  existing  at  this  present 
moment ;  and  although  the  honorable  gentleman, 
the  member  for  the  Thames,  always  agreed  with 
me  that  the  finances  were  really  in  an  unsound 
state  during  all  these  years  when  there  was  a 
nominal  surplus,  yet  now,  when  there  is  a  large 
deficit  cropping  up  in  a  way  that  cannot  be 
covered  by  any  system  of  accounts,  or  concealed 
in  any  way,  the  honorable  gentleman  says  the 
finance  of  the  country  is  not  in  a  bad  state.  Is 
there  anybody  here  who  knows  that  two  and  two 
make  four,  who  understands  the  commonest  mer- 
cantile accounts,  who  does  not  see  that  the  finance 
of  the  country  is  in  the  gravest  possible  condition, 
and  that  if  we  go  on  in  this  way  any  longer  the 
ultimate  result  must  necessarily  be  that  we  shall 
be  unable  to  pay  our  interest  in  London,  and 
the  labourers,  the  contractora,  and  Civil  servants 
here  P  There  is  one  point  still  further  to  show 
the  bad  state  of  the  finance  of  this  country.  It 
is  qot  many  months  ago — not  three  months  ago— 


since  this  House  passed  a  Loan  Bill  for  the  sum 
of  five  millions  of  money ;  and  the  honorable 
gentleman,  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  tells  us  that,  of 
that  five  millions  of  money,  three  and  a  half  mil- 
lions is  actually  engaged  for  in  as  many  months — 
and  that  before  a  single  sixpence  of  the  loan  has 
been  raised,  and  with  perfect  knowledge  on  the 
part  of  the  late  Government  that  there  might 
probably  be  a  considerable  difficulty  in  raising  it. 
I  havjQ  spoken  recently  of  the  recklessness  of  Sir 
Julius  Vogel ;  but  the  recklessness  of  Sir  Julius 
Vogel  is  simply  as  nothing  in  comparison  with 
the  recklessness  of  those  who  have  recently  had 
the  management  of  public  affairs,  for  Sir  Julius 
Vogel  always  took  yery  great  care  to  do  this: 
Uow  he  got  the  money  was  a  matter  of  yery  little 
consequence ;  but  he  did  get  the  money,  or  saw 
his  way  to  get  it,  before  engaging  in  any  con- 
tract, or  entering  into  any  work ;  whereas  the 
late  Qovernment  entered  upon  works  without  any 
knowledge  or  any  assurance  that  they  ever  would 
be  able  to  secure  the  necessary  funds.  Far  be  it 
from  me  to  lay  the  whole  blame  of  this  state  of 
afiairs  upon  the  late  Government.  It  is  largely 
the  resiUt  of  the  financial  system  that  we  have 
been  carrying  on  for  the  last  nine  years.  I,  how* 
ever,  expected  this  of  the  late  Government,  when 
they  took  office :  that  they  would  economize — 
that  they  would  use  a  degree  of  prudence  that 
former  Governments  did  not  use  —  that  they 
would  take  greater  care  of  the  funds  of  the 
country,  and  that  they  would  not  more  ex- 
travagantly waste  them  than  the  previous  Go- 
vernment did.  Well,  the  honorable  gentleman 
says  that  there  are  some  means  or  other — what 
means  I  do  not  know,  and  he  did  not  go  into  any 
detail — I  understood  him  to  say  that  there  were 
some  means  that  could  be  devised  of  covering  this 
deficit,  and  of  carrying  on  for  the  next  two  or 
three  years,  other  than  increased  taxation.  If 
the  honorable  gentleman  will  at  any  time  come 
down  to  this  House  and  show  me  some  plan  by 
which  that  can  be  done,  and  by  means  of  whicn 
this  taxation  which  the  Colonial  Treasurer  pro- 
poses, or  any  similar  taxation,  can  be  ayoided,  I 
will  do  everything  that  lies  in  my  power  to  sup- 
port him;  for,  next  to  the  country  becoming 
bankrupt,  I  do  not  know  anything  worse  than 
the  extra  heavy  amount  of  taxation  which  the 
Hon.  the  Colonial  Treasurer  proposes  to  lay  upon 
it — an  amount  of  taxation  that  will  be  found,  I 
think,  when  honorable  gentlemen  come  to  under- 
stand it,  to  be  of  the  most  grieyous  kind  possible ; 
an  amount  of  taxation  which  I  think  does  not 
exist  in  any  other  part  of  the  world — certainly  an 
amount  of  taxation  that  exists  in  no  other  part 
of  the  Australian  colonies ;  and  yet  an  amount  of 
taxation  which,  if  it  can  be  raised,  will  barely  meet 
the  deficiency  which  the  honorable  gentleman  has 
shown  to  exist.  And  without  some  such  mode 
of  taxation  as  that,  whether  it  be  a  property-tax 
or  an  income-tax — how  it  is  to  be  laid  on  is  a 
matter  of  small  consequence — without  some  such 
burdens  as  these  imposed  upon  the  people,  I  do 
not  know  how  we  are  to  get  what  we  all  desire 
to  get  —  an  equilibrium  in  our  finances.  The 
honorable  gentleman  entered  into  other  questions 
into  which  I  certainly  shall  not  think  of  follow- 
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ing  him ;  but  there  were  one  or  two  points  fur- 
ther to  which  I  wish  to  refer,  qs  they  relate  very 
much  to  the  financial  condition  of  the  country 
at  the  present  time.  One  was  the  opposition 
that  he  intends  to  offer  to  the  proposal  of  the 
present  Government,  that  our  construction  of 
public  works  should  be  limited.  I  understood  the 
honorable  gentleman  to  say  that  if  the  construc- 
tion of  these  public  works  was  limited  it  would 
bring  a  considerable  amount  of  disaster  and  de- 
pres^ion  upon  the  colony ;  and  that  he  would  con- 
tinue the  railway  system  through  from  New 
Plymouth  to  Auckland,  because,  I  understood 
him  to  say,  it  pays.  Why,  Sir,  there  is  not  one 
of  these  railways  that  pays — not  a  single  one, 
from  the  north  to  the  south,  that  pays  working 
expenses  and  interest  on  the  money  borrowed  for 
its  construction.  What  did  the  late  Minister 
for  Public  Works,  the  honorable  member  for 
Port  Chalmers,  say  in  the  short  Statement  he 
made  during  last  session  upon  that  subject  ?  He 
told  us  that  the  railways  in  the  South  Island  paid 
8  per  cent. — that  was,  3  per  cent,  towards  interest 
afier  the  working  expenses  were  paid — and  that 
the  railways  in  the  North  Island  paid  only  If 
per  cent.      Now,  if  you  put   those   figures  to- 

f ether,  and  take  the  length  of  lines  in  the  South 
sland  compared  with  the  length  of  lines  in  the 
North  Island,  you  will  find  that  the  lines  on  an 
average  pay  2^  per  cent.,  which  is  actually  less 
than  half  the  mterest  wo  have  to  pay.  So 
that,  the  more  money  we  borrow  for  making  these 
railways,  the  worse  position  we  get  into.  If  the 
railways  will  pay,  make  the  railwayi*,  of  course. 
That  was  what  Sir  Julius  Yogel  stated  in  the  first 
instance.  He  said  that  not  only  would  they  pay 
working  expenses  and  all  the  interest,  but  that 
we  could  make  a  profit  out  of  them.  Instead  of 
that,  however,  what  do  we  find  ?  We  find  now 
that  out  of  the  revenue  of  this  country  we  have 
^ot  to  pay  one  and  a  half  millions  in  the  shape  of 
interest  alone,  before  we  begin  with  the  ordinary 
expenses  of  the  country.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man said  also  that  many  members  of  this  House, 
and  particularly  those  who  support  the  Govern- 
ment, were  put  in  here  by  a  large  monetary 
institution,  and  ho  alluded  especially  to  the  Bank 
of  New  Zealand.  All  I  have  got  to  say  is  that, 
when  I  contested  Waitemata  wiJi  the  late  mem- 
ber, my  principal  opponents  were  the  Bank  of 
New  Zealand,  and  if  it  had  not  been  for  that 
institution  I  do  not  believe  that  my  opponent 
would  have  bad  the  slight-est  show.  So  that,  as 
far  as  I  am  individually  concerned,  I  had  not  to 
thank  the  Bank  of  Now  Zealand  or  any  large  com- 
pany for  anything  at  all,  and  was  indebted  to  no 
one  for  my  return  but  the  settlers  of  the  district 
which  I  represent.  Then  the  honorable  gentle- 
man stated  that  there  was  another  course  that 
might  be  adopted ;  and  I  certainly  agree  with  him 
that  it  may  be  adopted,  and  probably  it  has  been 
adopted  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer — at  any  rate  it 
may  be  adopted  with  a  small  amount  of  success — 
and  that  is,  reductions  in  the  expenditure.  There 
is  one  of  these  reductions  I  will  go  with  him  under 
any  circumstances  in  getting  rid  of,  and  that  is  the 
Agent-Gcncrars  office  in  London.  I  hare  been  of 
opinion  for  a  long  time  that  this  office  is  utterly 
Mr,  Meader  Wood 


unnecessary,  and  exceedingly  expensive ;  that  it 
is  unnecessary  to  go  on  with  the  system  of  immi- 
gration ;  and  that,  even  if  we  required  to  go  on  still 
further  with  the  system  of  immigration,  it  could 
be  carried  on  without  the  existence  of  the  Agent- 
General's  Office.  The  honorable  gentleman  made 
a  very  great  point  about  the  land-tax,  and  he 
tried  to  mislead  the  House  by  saying  that  the 
land-tax  was  to  be  abolished.  Well,  that  would 
be  a  point  for  him  if  the  land-tax  were  going  to 
be  abolished  ;  but,  as  I  understand  the  proposal 
of  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  it  is  to  exist,  with 
a  whole  heap  of  other  taxes  as  well :  it  is,  in 
fact,  to  be  quadrupled.  The  land-tax  itself — 
which  is  now  a  halfpenny  in  the  pound — is  to  ba 
doubled,  to  begin  with  ,•  and  then  all  other  kinds 
of  property — mortgages,  bank  shaves,  and  so  on — 
are  to  be  added  on  to  it.  So  that,  instead  of 
getting  rid  of  your  land-tax,  '  you  are  actually 
doubling  the  tax  that  existed  before,  and  then  in 
addition  imposing  taxation  upon  every  other  pos- 
sible kind  of  property — as  far  as  I  understand 
the  Colonial  Treasurer,  even  the  very  beds  we 
sleep  on,  and  the  chairs  we  sit  on.  Surely  that 
is  taxation  enough.  My  opinion  is  that  the  taxa- 
tion, if  it  is  ever  carried  out,  will  be  of  so  heavy 
a  kind  tliat  you  will  drive  people  who  are  already 
in  the  country  away  from  it  if  they  can  get  away, 
and  you  will  prevent  others  from  coming  here. 
Still,  what  alternative  is  there,  unless  it  is  utter 
national  bankruptcy  and  ruin?  There  is  abso- 
lutely nothing  else.  Something  of  the  kind  must 
be  done,  and  it  is  idle  to  say  we  can  wait  for 
another  two  or  three  years  until  the  Land  Fund 
increases.  Is  it  likely,  I  ask,  that  the  Land  Fund 
will  ever  again  come  up  to  the  amoimt  wliich  it 
has  yielded  during  the  last  three  or  four  years, 
of  about  £1,100,000  ?  I  do  not  think  it  is  at  all 
likely .  Especially  is  it  unlikely  as  long  as  there 
is  a  considerable  tax  on  these  lands.  In  nine 
cases  out  of  ten,  people  who  buy  land  buy  it  with 
borrowed  money,  and,  if  they  buy  land  with  bor- 
rowed money,  they  not  only  have  to  pay  interest, 
but  they  have  to  pay  taxation  as  well.  Even  if 
there  were  nothing  else  to  prevent  it,  this  land- 
tax  itself  would  ^top  anything  like  considerable 
speculation  in  land.  Then,  Sir,  again,  with  re- 
gard to  these  land-taxes.  It  appears  to  me  that 
there  is  no  excuse  whatever  for  saying  that  land 
is  a  particular  kind  of  property  which  is  entirely 
apart  and  distinct  from  every  other  sort  of  pro- 
perty. The  idea  is  th6  result  of  the  notions 
that  existed  in  feudal  times.  If  you  read  any 
modem  writers  on  economical  affairs  you  wiU 
find  that  in  every  single  instance  they  class 
land  as  being  in  the  same  category  as  other  pro- 
perty ;  and  there  can  be  no  excuse  whatever 
for  taxing  one  without  at  the  same  time  taxing 
the  other.  There  can  be  no  doubt  in  the  mind 
of  any  honorable  n^ember  of  this  House  that  the 
financial  situation  of  this  country  is  exceedingly 
grave  at  the  present  moment.  It  is,  I  am  sure,  a 
matter  of  very  considerable  difficulty  with  every 
one  to  know  how  it  is  to  be  met.  I  am  quite 
satisfied  the  House  of  Kcpresentatives  will  insist 
upon  seeing  that  it  is  met  some  way  or  other 
before  we  leave  this  House.  It  will  never  do 
simply  to  salve  the  matter  over  and  say,  "  Oh ! 
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next  year  we  are  going  to  talk  of  reform,  and 
there  is  no  necessity  now  to  make  any  proyision 
for  next  year.  We  will  not  attempt  to  put  our 
finances  on  a  sound  footing,  but  we  will  borrow  a 
little  more  money  lo  carry  us  on  for  tlio  next  six 
or  seTen  months,  and  ererything  will  be  rosy  and 
nice."  But  I  feel  sure  that  this  House  will 
insist,  no  matter  what  GK)remment  occupies  those 
benches,  that  there  shall  be  some  financial  scheme 
brought  forward  during  this  session  which  will 
be  considered  sound  and  satisfactory  in  itself, 
and  which  will  have  the  eflect  in  the  Home- 
country  of  letting  the  people  there  see  that  we 
are  alive  to  our  position,  and  that  we  do  not  want 
to  pay  interest  out  of  and  to  lire  on  borrowed 
money,  but  that  we  desire  to  raise  the  necessary 
amount  of  taxation  to  carry  on  the  government 
of  the  country  and  to  pay  the  interest  on  the 
money  we  owe. 

Mr.  MOSS. — I  entirely  differ  from  the  honor- 
able member  for  Waitemata  that  there  can  be 
no  good  result  from  a  debate  on  the  spur  of  the 
moment  after  a  Financial  Statement  has  been 
made.  I  would  recall  to  the  honorable  gentle- 
man's mind  the  time  when  the  great  borrowing 
scheme  —  the  great  public  works  scheme  —  was 
brought  down  to  this  House,  a  scheme  which 
many  people  then  saw  would  ultimately  entail 
great  disasters  upon  the  country.  He  will  re- 
member how  he  stood  up  and  protested  against 
it 

Mr.  READER  WOOD.— What  was  the  good 
of  it? 

Mr.  MOSS. — ^What  would  have  been  the  good 
of  it  had  the  discussion  gone  on  P  I  will  tell  the 
honorable  member  what  was  the  feeling  outside. 
When  we  found  that  merely  the  honorable  mem- 
ber himself  and  one  other  honorable  member 
stood  up,  and  that  no  one  else  spoke,  the  people 
outside  at  once  said,  **  If  this  scheme  commands 
the  hearing  of  the  House,  then  there  is  something 
in  it."  The  first  feeling  of  mistrust  was  silenced, 
and  the  people  accepted  the  scheme.  They  said, 
"If  the  House  of  Reprepentatives — the  assembled 
wisdom  of  the  country— receives  and  listens  to  it, 
then  there  is  something  in  it."  And  I  believe  we 
should  have  been  saved  many  of  those  calamities 
which  we  are  now  deploring  had  the  honorable 
member  on  that  occasion  persisted  in  raising  a 
debate  at  the  moment  when  men's  minds  were 
freshly  impressed  by  the  gravity  of  the  subject. 
No  statement  I  have  ever  heard  has  impressed 
me  more  than  this  Financial  Statement  has  im- 
pressed me,  and  if  I  )iad  to  stand  godfather  to  it 
I  should  say  it  was  the  most  cold-blooded  statement 
that  could  possibly  have  been  made.  Tax  after 
tax  is  to  fall  upon  those  who  can  least  afford  to 
pay  them,  and  as  the  Treasurer  unrolled  his 
budget  he  showed  us  how  the  enjoyments  of  the 
masses  of  the  people  are  to  be  curtailed,  and  how 
the  great  burden  of  the  taxation  is  to  be  imposed 
upon  them  just  at  this  particular  moment  wheu 
we  all  know  that  everything  is  at  the  lowest  pos- 
sible point.  When  employment  is  scarce,  and 
it  is  hard  to  live,  this.  Sir,  is  the  moment 
selected  for  bringing  down  an  additional  burden 
of  Customs  taxation  upon  the  people.  I  think 
an  important  matter  like  this  should  not  be 


thoughtlessly  thrust  aside.  We  should  not  go 
away,  like  so  many  schoolboys  after  hearing  the 
schoolmaster  deliver  an  oration,  without  having 
the  opportunity  of  saying  what  our  impressions 
are.  I  shall  not  now  go  into  the  figures  which 
the  honorable  gentleman  quoted.  What  I  propose 
to  do  is,  I  think,  reasonable.  I  propose  to  criti- 
cise the  spirit  which  evidently  characterizes  that 
Statement :  the  spirit  in  which  it  is  conceived : 
the  spirit  which  runs  through  it  from  beginning 
to  end.  I  listened  with  a  good  deal  of  attention 
to  the  speech  of  the  bonoratile  member  for  Waite- 
mata. It  was  full  of  woU-turned  periods ;  but 
I  should  have  been  very  glad  if  I  could  have 
found  out,  when  he  concluded,  what  he  really 
thought  of  the  Statement.  He  first  attributed 
the  present  difficulty  to  the  great  borrowing 
policy,  and  then  flew  off  and  said  it  was  attribu- 
table to  the  recklessness  of  the  late  Government. 
I  was  sorry  to  hear  the  honorable  gentleman 
make  thnt  statement,  because  it  came  with  a  bad 
grace  from  one  who  was  elected  to  support  the 
late  Government,  and  who  was  in  a  position  to 
speak  as  strongly  of  their-  recklessness  a  few 
weeks  ago  as  he  is  now:  but  not  a  word  was 
heard  from  him  during  the  time  he  supported 
the  lat«  Government;  not  a  word  did  be  utter 
during  the  time  ho  remained  faithful  to  them 
while  they  were  an  Opposition.  It  remained  for 
him  to  stand  up  to-uight  and  with  all  the  zeal  of 
a  new  convert  denounce  those  who  are  now  his 
opponents,  but  who  had  been  his  warm  friends. 
As  to  the  question  of  the  deficit,  there  cannot 
be  much  difference  of  opinion  upon  that  point. 
We  are  all  agreed  that  it  is  simply  through  the 
land  revenue  falling  off:  but  I  must  say,  further, 
that  it  would  have  been  apparent  for  many  years 
past  if  our  accounts  had  been  properly  stated. 
But  it  has  been  covered  up,  and  expenditure 
thrown  on  the  loans  which  ought  to  have  been 
borne  on  the  general  revenue  of  the  country.  I 
will  not  go  into  that  matter  now,  but  will  prove 
its  truth  if  necessary  when  the  proper  time 
comes.  What  we  are  most  concerned  with  to- 
night is  not  to  try  to  throw  blame  upon  any 
particubtr  Government  or  upon  any  particular 
course  of  policy;  but,  having  ascertained  the 
cause  of  this  deficit  —  namely,  the  falling-off  in 
the  land  revenue — to  see  how  it  can  be  made 
good.  That  is  the  question.  It  will  require  no 
close  study  of  the  Financial  Statement,  to  come 
to  a  conclusion  upon  that  Statement,  so  far  as 
the  proposals  before  us  are  concerned.  I  will  ask 
any  man  in  the  position  of  Colonial  Treasurer, 
having  to  face  so  serious  a  problem  as  this, 
whether  the  first  question  he  will  ask  himself  is 
not  this :  We  have  come  to  a  time  when  the 
country  is  undoubtedly  in  great  distress  ;  when, 
undoubtedly,  there  is  great  difficulty  on  the  part 
of  many  men  to  earn  a  living.  We  are  come  to  a 
time  when  we  are  threatened  with  a  cessation  of 
the  public  expenditure  which  has  been  so  long 
going  on.  Is  that  a  time  to  select  for  laying 
enormous  burdens  on  the  people?  Should  not 
the  first  thought  be,  Can  we  not  reduce  our  ex- 
penditure ?  Might  we  not  begin  at  the  very  top 
— begin  with  all  who  are  receiving  the  highest 
salaries?    Might  we  not  say  to  them,  "This  is  a 
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time  when  you  are  called  upon  to  make  some 
sacrifice  for  the  public  good — not  to  stand  up  and 
tell  the  people  that  the  time  has  come  when  tliej 
alone  must  make  some  sacrifice"?  We  should 
make  that  proposal  to  those  who  haye  enjojed 
high  salaries  in  the  past.  That  is  the  spirit  in 
which  the  position  ought  to  be  faced.  But  I  saw 
no  trace  of  it  running  through  the  Statement 
made  this  evening.  Then,  the  next  remarkable 
thing  which  struck  me  was  tliis :  Two  years  ago, 
on  the  22nd  August,  1877,  Major  Atkinson,  being 
then  Colonial  Treasurer,  said, — 

"  I  beg  to  move  the  amendment  standing  in  my 
name,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  the 
incidence  of  taxation  should  be  so  adjusted  as  to 
impose  on  property  a  fair  share  of  the  burden 
entailed  on  the  colony  by  expenditure  on  public 
works,  and  thereby  afford  means  for  the  reduction 
of  taxes  on  necessaries ;  and  that  the  financial 
proposals  of  the  GoTcmment  next  session  should 
embody  this  principle." 

At  that  time  it  was  considered  the  incidence 
of  taxation  was  so  grossly  unfair  that  the  bur- 
den upon  the  great  mass  of  the  people,  the 
burden  upon  the  labour,  industry,  and  trade  of 
the  country,  was  so  heavy  in  proportion  to  the 
burdens  upon  property,  that  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer considered  an  amendment  of  the  system  of 
taxation  was  absolutely  necessary,  and  said  that  he 
would  propose  one  next  session.  The  honorable 
gentleman  did  not  remain  in  office  till  the  next 
session ;  but  we  have  him  to-night  proposing  a 
system  of  taxation  which  would  intensify  the  un- 
fairness, which  would  make  the  burdens  upon 
labour,  trade,  and  industry  still  greater,  and  pro* 
portionately  diminish  those  which  are  borne  by 
property.  Now,  I  took  the  opportunity,  the  session 
before  last,  to  quote  figures  to  show  that  property 
had  been  immensely  benefited  by  the  public  ex- 
penditure, that  the  greater  proportion  of  these 
enormous  loans,  and  pretty  well  the  whole  of  the 
land  revenue,  had  gone  in  increasing  the  value 
of  property.  It  has  been  so  much  money  put 
directly  into  the  pockets  of  property -owners. 
What  permanent  benefit  have  the  mass  of  people 
derived  from  the  expenditure  of  these  loans,  that 
now,  when  settling-day  comes,  the  burden  should 
bo  thrown  upon  them  ?  We,  the  representatives 
of  the  people,  should  take  care  that  such  a 
course  is  not  permitted.  The  Colonial  Trea- 
surer tells  us  that  in  this  country  land  ought  to 
have  no  privileges,  and  ought  to  be  taxed.  That 
is  what  I  have  been  fighting  for  all  along.  I  say 
that  land  has  privileges,  and  enormous  privileges, 
and  you  have  made  these  privileges  permanent  by 
the  Qualification  of  Electors  Act  which  we  hare 
passed  this  session.  You  do  not  consider  the 
property-holder  simply  as  a  man.  He  is  a  man, 
and  the  holder  of  property  besides ;  and,  so  long 
as  landed  property  possesses  these  exceptional  pri* 
vileges,  so  long  must  it  be  exceptionally  taxed. 
Now,  the  Treasurer  proposes  a  system  by  which 
he  expects  to  raise  a  further  enormous  sum 
partly  by  direct  taxation,  and  partly  by  indirect  ^ 
taxation.  I  shall  not  go  into  details  now.  It  is  ' 
not  the  proper  time  to  do  that;  but  I  believe 
this  House  will  not  do  its  duty  unless  it  says 
plainly  that  in  future  all  taxes  shall  be  levied  by 
Mr,  Moss 


direct  means,  and  that  no  more  indirect  taxation 
shall  be  imposed.  That  is  a  plain  position,  and, 
if  the  House  adheres  firmly  to  that,  it  will  find 
that  some  means  of  raising  revenue  will  be  devised 
without  too  heavy  taxation  being  imposed  upon 
the  great  body  of  the  people.  Wo  are  told  wo 
are  to  have  the  American  system  of  taxation.  I 
have  taken  considerable  pains  to  understand  that 
system.  It  has  always  struck  me  as  being  worthy 
of  study,  because,  while  our  English  system  of 
income-tax  was  tried  in  America  and  speedily 
abolished,  they  have  adopted  a  system  of  pro* 
perl^y-tax  which  has  become  the  recognized  and 
habitual  system  throughout  the  States.  I  have 
taken  a  good  deal  of  pains  to  understand  it,  so 
far  as  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  doing  so, 
believing  that,  when  forty-five  or  fifty  millions 
of  people  of  intelligence — certainly  as  great  as  we 
have  ourselves — when  they  deliberately  adopt  a 
system  of  taxation  as  the  main  system  of  the 
country,  it  is  worth  inquiring  into,  and  likely  to 
have  some  good  in  it.  But  I  am  afraid  it  will  be 
found  that  we  have  not  that  system  —  that  we 
have  an  inquisitorial  system,  with  all  the  objec- 
tionable features  of  the  income-tax  but  without 
its  advantages,  because  it  will  not,  as  the  honor- 
able member  for  the  Thames  pointed  out,  reach 
the  great  absentees,  whose  incomes  are  exempted 
from  it.  As  I  understand  the  American  system, 
it  is  this:  The  cardinal  feature  is  the  election 
of  an  assessor  by  the  district.  He  is  an  elected 
officer.  He  is  not  an  officer  going  round  with 
a  long  sheet  of  paper  officially  directing  you  to 
do  certain  things.  He  is  an  officer  elected  from 
year  to  year  to  represent  certain  small  districts, 
and  he  goes  in  a  friendly  way  to  the  persona 
to  be  taxed  and  settles  it  with  them.  After 
the  arrangement  is  made,  the  amount  of  the 
taxation  is  published  so  that  the  whole  world 
may  know  it.  Now,  there  is  nothing  inquisi- 
torial in  it,  because  they  make  no  deductions 
for  a  man's  debts.  They  tax  what  they  call 
visihle  property.  They  have  no  right  to  enter  a 
man's  house  and  value  his  household  furniture. 
If  they  go  on  to  a  farm  they  assess  the  stock,  but 
do  not  go  into  the  farmhouse  and  assess  the  fur- 
niture. Under  this  system  of  elected  assessors  a 
friendly  feeling  springs  up.  They  know  the  as- 
seeisment  will  be  published,  and  therefore  every 
effort  is  made  to  get  a  fair  valuation.  A  man 
may  be  worth  £100,000,  or  he  may  be  worth 
only  £10.  The  assessment  does  not  give  the 
slightest  idea  of  what  his  actual  wealth  may  be ; 
it  deals  only  with  the  property  in  his  possession. 
I  do  not  think  that  is  the  system  we  are  to  have 
here.  The  G-overnment  is  not  likely  to  come 
down  and  propose  that  we  should  elect  assessors. 
A  large  staff*  of  Government  assessors  will  go 
round  and,  many  of  them  in  a  high-handed 
way,  make  the  valuations.  I  am  not  going,  as 
I  said  before,  into  figures  connected  with  this 
Statement.  I  merely  rose  to  state  what  were 
my  first  impressions  with  regard  to  it  —  the 
feeling  left  on  my  mind  as  to  the  principle  run- 
ning through  it ;  and  I  believe  that  the  more  it 
is  studied  the  more  we  shall  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  its  proposals  can  never  be  enter- 
tained.   To  come  down  to  the  House  and  say 
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that  the  whole  of  the  enormoas  expense  atteYid- 
ing  the  central  sjatem  which  we  have  adopted 
shall  be  continued — to  say  that,  while  the  great 
mass  of  the  people  are  called  upon  to  submit  to 
great  sacrifices  in  the  name  of  patriotism  and  for 
their  country,  those  receiring  high  salaries  to  ad- 
minister the  affairs  of  the  country  shall  not  make 
the  slightest  sacrifice  at  all — is  a  proposal  I  hope 
the  House  will  not  entertain  ;  and  I  belieTc  that 
we  shall  simplify  matters  by  deciding  that  all 
possible  sources  of  direct  taxation  shall  be  ex- 
hansted  before  we  allow  ane  farthing  to  be  added 
to  the  Customs  rerenue  of  the  country  for  merely 
rereoue  purposes.  There  are  articles  proposed 
to  be  taxed  which  I  should  be  glad  to  see  in  the 
tariff,  not  so  much  for  the  sake  of  revenue,  but 
because  of  the  good  which  would  thereby  be  done 
to  local  industries.  I  am  very  glad  to  see  that  it 
ia  proposed  to  tax  certain  things,  and  to  relieTe 
other  articles ;  but  nothing  of  this  kind  should 
be  done  with  a  Tiew  of  materially  increasing  the 
xeTenue  of  the  country.  If  it  is  to  be  done  to  en- 
courage home  production,  directly  or  indirectly, 
let  us  consider  it  with  that  end  in  view.  I  belicTe 
— and  say  it  now  with  all  seriousness — that  the 
proposal  which  we  heard  to-night  is  merely  an  in- 
dication that  we  are  on  the  brink  of  what  may  be 
called  almost  a  roTolution  in  this  countiy.  We 
hare  accustomed  ourseWes,  and  the  whole  country 
has  accustomed  itself,  to  a  scale  of  extravagance 
in  gorernment  and  in  ordinary  life:  we  are  at 
last  brought  face  to  face  with  the  end  of  this ; 
and  the  question  we  now  hare  to  settle  is.  Who 
is  to  bear  the  burden  ?  That,  Sir,  is  the  plain 
issue.  I  can  sympathize  thoroughly  with  the 
Goremment  in  the  difficulty  of  solving  this  ques- 
tion :  it  is  a  very  grave  and  serious  question ; 
but.  Sir,  I  hope  that,  whenever  it  is  faced,  it  will 
not  be  decided  in  the  way  proposed  this  evening. 
I  hope  that  those  in  power  will  remember  that, 
when  they  deal  with  the  great  mass  of  the  tax- 

Sayers  and  call  upon  them  to  make  great  sacri* 
oes  in  the  name  of  their  country,  a  good  example 
should  be  made  by  those  who  share  largely  in 
the  expenditure  of  the  country  ;  a  good  example 
should  be  shown  by  those  who  have  largely  bene- 
fited by  this  borrowed  money ;  and  they  should 
be  ready  to  say,  "  Let  direct  taxation  take  what 
form  it  pleases;  let  it  be  a  land-tax  or  a  tax 
on  real  and  personal  property :  whatever  form  it 
takes,  we,  in  our  patriotism,  will  make  sacrifices 
too,  and  will  exhaust  every  resource  of  direct 
taxation  on  realized  wealth  before  we  think  of 
imposing  one  additional  farthing  for  revenue  pur- 
poses on  the  mass  of  the  people." 

BesolutioDs  reported  to  the  House,  and  agreed 
to. 

The  House  adjourned  at  half-past  eleven 
o'clock  p.m. 
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LEaiSLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Tuesday^  \Bth  November,  1879. 


Second  R«adin£  —  Third  KeadioR  —  Imprest  Sapply  Bill 
(No.  4)— Ashbarton  County  Coanoil  Waterirorks  Bill 
—  Telef^rams  —  Public  Aoeonuta  —  Railiraj  Tariff-.- 
Triennial  Parliaments  Bill— Timara  Oonntj— Fisheries 
PreserTStion  Bill— Fencing  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Speaesb  took  the  chair  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 

PSATEBS. 

SECOND  READING. 
Building  Societies  Bill. 

THIED  READINa. 
Oamaru  Waterworks  BilL 

IMPREST  SUPPLY  BILL  ^o.  4). 
This  Bill  was  read  a  first,  a  second,  and  a  third 
time. 

ASHBURTON  COUNTY  COUNCIL 
WATERWORKS  BILL. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  this  Bill  was 
brought  up. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  that  section  5 
of  this  Bill  imposed  charges — authorized  the  im* 
position  of  freights.  He  had  considered  it  his 
duty  to  confer  with  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and  his  opinion  was,  that  there 
was  no  objection  to  initiating  Bills  of  this  nature 
in  the  Legislative  Council.  He  thought  this 
was  of  great  importance,  and  therefore  called  the 
attention  of  the  Council  to  the  matter. 

TELEGRAMS. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASER  asked  the  Hon. 
the  Attorney- General,  How  long  copies  of  tele- 
graph messages  are  kept  in  the  Telegraph  Office 
after  having  been  despatched  ;  and  what  method 
is  used  for  destroying  them  when  the  time  for 
keeping  them  has  expired  ? 

Mr.  WHITAKER  said  telegraph  messages  were 
kept  for  two  years,  and  then  aestroyed  in  the 
presence  of  the  General  Manager  or  a  deputy. 
At  the  present  time  the  General  Manager  had  a 
deputy  at  the  Mataura  Paper  Mills,  where  all 
the  telegrams  were  sent,  for  the  purpose  of  being 
reduced  to  pulp  and  made  into  paper.  The 
person  appointed  to  attend  to  this  duty  saw  the 
papers  put  into  the  pulp-mill,  so  that  no  one  saw 
the  contents,  because  all  the  writing  was  at  once 
entirely  obliterated. 

PUBLIC  ACCOUNTS. 
The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL,  in  moving 
the  motion  standing  in  his  name,  said  honorable 
members  would  be  aware  that  a  change  had  been 
introduced  in  the  mode  of  laying  the  public  ac- 
counts before  Parliament.  The  Hon.  the  Attor- 
ney-General explained  the  other  day  that  during 
1878,  when  the  accounts  for  the  colony  were 
for  the  first  time  presented  to  Parliament  in  the 
session  immediately  succeeding  the  period  for 
which  they  were  made  up,  a  process  of  condensa* 
tion  was  resorted  to  in  order  that  the  accounts 
might  be  presented  early.      Under  the  formeir 
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Bjstem  the  accounts  were  not  pabliihed  until 
after  the  session  had  closed,  ana  therefore  only 
appeared  in  the  Appendix  to  the  Journals  for  the 
second  session  after  the  period  in  respect  of  which 
they  were  made  up.  The  effect,  however,  of  pre- 
senting the  accounts  in  this  condensed  form  was  to 
deprire  members  of  the  means  of  properly  tracing 
the  public  expenditure  and  public  revenue.  They 
had  only  the  gross  totals,  which,  any  one  who  un- 
derstood the  subject  must  be  aware,  were  wholly 
insufBcient  to  make  members  acquainted  with  the 
course  of  the  Public  Account.  He  saw  no  force 
in  the  particular  reason  which  was  given  by  the 
Attomey-G-eneral  for  the  form  which  the  con- 
densation took,  because  under  the  Public  Beve- 
nues  Act  the  Treasury  was  obliged  every  quarter, 
within  a  certain  time  after  the  expiry  of  the  quar- 
ter, to  publish  a  condensed  account ;  so  that  there 
was  nothing  to  do  at  the  end  of  the  financial 
year  but  to  bring  together  the  totals  already  pub- 
lished. This  need  not  interfere  with  the  work 
of  publishing  afterwards  the  complete  returns. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  the  honorable  eentleman 
would  make  no  objection  to  this  motion :  and, 
although  the  accounts  would  not  be  published 
until  alter  the  termination  of  any  session,  it  must 
be  remembered  that  it  was  during  the  recess,  when 
honorable  members  had  some  leisure,  that  they 
could  study  the  accounts  and  make  themselves 
acquainted  with  what  it  was  their  duty,  as  well  as 
their  privilege,  to  know. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "  That  it 
is  expedient  that,  in  addition  to  the  summary 
accounts  of  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the 
several  public  funds,  presented  to  Parliament,  up 
to  the  80th  June  in  each  year,  the  detailed  ac- 
counts of  the  same  be  also  published  in  the  shape 
in  which  they  were  presented  prior  to  1878." — 
(Eon.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell.) 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  explained  that 
the  new  system  had  been  adopted  in  1877  because 
it  was  thought  it  would  be  more  advantageous  to 
have  the  condensed  information  early  in  the  ses- 
sion than  to  publish  the  details  after  the  session 
had  closed ;  and,  if  the  accounts  were  now  re- 
quired in  full,  they  could  not  be  published  until 
after  the  session  had  closed.  The  question  to  be 
considered  was,  which  svstem  was  preferable, 
though  he  thought  the  iniormation  as  at  present 

Sublished  was  sufficient.  If  another  change  was 
esired  by  the  Council,  he  apprehended  a  similar 
proposition  must  be  agreed  to  in  the  other  House, 
which  had  concurred  in  the  present  arrange- 
ment. If,  after  that  reference,  both  Houses  were 
agreed  on  the  subject  of  a  change,  the  present 
arrangement  could,  of  course,  at  once  be  altered, 
and  returns  in  the  old  form  substituted  for  those 
now  published. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  said  the 
Hon.  the  Attorney-General  appeared  to  mistake 
the  meaning  of  the  motion.    It  was  not  intended 
to  do  away  with  the  condensed  returns  at  present 
published.    These  should  still  be  presented  early, 
out  the  details  might  also  be  published  as  before. 
Tlie  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER.— You  mean  that 
there  should  be  two  publications  P 
The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL.— Yes. 
Mon,  Sir  F.  DUhn  Bell 


The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER.— WeU,  that  wiU 
lead  to  more  expense. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

RAILWAY  TARIFF. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  G.  BUCKLEY,  in  moving  the 
motion  standing  in  his  name,  said  the  manage- 
ment  of  the  railways  was  at  all  times  a  matter  of 
importance,  but  much  more  so  at  the  present  time, 
because  the  colony  had  at  last  arrived  at  that 
happy  stage  in  its  existence  when  the  large  sum 
that  formed  the  difference  between  the  profits 
from  the  railways  and  the  charge  for  interest  and 
sinking  fund  in  respect  of  borrowed  money  could 
no  longer  be  provided  for  out  of  land  revenue, 
but  would  have  to  be  provided  for  out  of  special 
taxation.  As  the  Canterbury  railways  were  the 
first  made,  and  as  they  were  the  railwajs  with 
which  he  was  best  acquainted,  he  would  first  of 
all  refer  to  them.  Until  abolition  of  the  provinces 
took  place  they  were  entirely  under  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Provincial  Government.  The  first 
difficulty  experienced  was  to  get  the  rates  adjusted 
and  fixed ;  and,  after  this  was  done,  the  difficulty 
of  the  Executive  was  in  this  direction :  that  the 
merchants,  farmers,  and  others  were  constantly 
bringing  influence  to  bear  upon  the  Government 
to  reduce  the  rates ;  and,  in  consequence  of  this, 
the  rates  were  reduced  from  time  to  time  until 
they  were  brought  so  low  that  a  reaction  took 
place,  and  the  rates  were  then  increased  in  the 
teeth  of  very  great  opposition.  Of  course,  those 
in  the  habit  of  using  the  railways  objected,  and 
the  Government  was  told  that  the  traffic  would 
be  taken  off  the  railways.  However,  the  increase 
was  made,  and  it  made  no  difference  whatever 
in  the  traffic  returns.  At  that  time  there  were 
several  Committees  appointed  to  look  into  the 
management  of  the  railways  ;  and  he,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  one  of  those  Committees,  remembered  that 
it  was  proved  that,  in  several  cases,  the  services 
for  which  9d.  was  charged  actually  cost  the  Qt>- 
vemment  Is.  in  hard  cash  to  render;  and  he 
knew  the  same  thin^  was  goin^  on  now.  At  the 
present  time  facilities  were  given  to  trade  at  a 
certain  rate,  in  respect  to  which  it  was  well 
known  they  cost  the  Government  more  than  was 
received  in  pajment.  Since  the  abolition  of  the 
provinces  took  place  the  management  of  the  rail- 
ways had  been  in  the  hands  of  the  General  Go- 
vernment. He  did  not  think  any  Committee 
had  been  appointed  to  inquire  generally  into 
the  management  of  the  railways  and  the  rates 
charged,  but  he  knew  that  the  rates  had  been 
reduced  nearly  every  year,  and  he  had  learned 
from  the  Attorney -General  that  it  was  in  contem- 
plation to  make  a  still  further  reduction;  the 
reason  given  being  this :  that,  under  the  existing 
rates,  the  runholders,  farmers,  and  others  were  con- 
sidering the  advisabiUty  of  making  arrangements 
outside  the  railway  for  the  carriage  of  their  wool, 
grain,  &c.  Well,  that  was  just  the  same  old  story 
that  had  been  heard  for  the  last  twelve  years; 
but  the  fact  was,  it  was  all  nonsense.  Such  an 
argument  might  apply  in  a  few  cases,  but  it  did 
not  apply  to  railway  traffic  generally.  It  might 
apply  m  a  few  solitary  cases,  where  part  of  tlie 
distance  oould  be  traversed  by  railway  and  part 
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W  Toad,  or  where  there  was  competition  by  water. 
With  reference  to  the  preeent  rates  between 
OamarUy  Timaru,  Lyttelton,  and  Duoedin,  and 
the  rates  for  water  carriage,  he  held  it  was  use- 
less for  the  Goremment  to  attempt  to  fix  rates 
with  a  Tiew  of  competing  with  the  water  traffic 
between  these  places.  It  would  be  madness  to 
attempt  to  do  it,  and  it  was  well  known  that, 
unless  goods  traffic  was  profitable,  railways  were 
better  without  it.  In  a  report  recently  made  as 
to  the  working  of  lines  at  Home,  it  was  stated 
that  the  lines  which  had  the  largest  goods  traffic 
were  the  lines  that  paid  the  least  dividend ;  and 
the  only  way  that  fact  was  accounted  for  was, 
that  a  large  portion  of  the  goods  traffic  was  carried 
on  at  a  lofs.  The  result  was  this :  that  the  rail- 
ways  were  worked  entirely  in  the  interests  of  those 
who  used  them,  while  the  interests  of  those  who 
had  to  pay  by  taxation  for  the  working  of  them 
were  entirely  ignored.  The  rule  of  the  depart- 
ment, In  fixing  the  rates,  appeared  to  be  to  fix 
them  at  sufficient  to  pay  the  working  expenses 
and  to  leare  no  margin  for  profit.  He  con- 
tended that  the  rates  on  the  best  lines  ought 
to  be  fixed  at  such  a  sum  as  would  leave  a  profit 
on  the  working  of  the  line  of  at  least  3  or  4  per 
cent.  Then,  as  to  the  expenses  of  management. 
No  one  could  look  through  the  accounts  without 
noticing  that  the  cost  of  management  was  very 
high.  He  supposed  they  could  hardly  expect 
greater  economy  in  the  Bailway  Department  than 
could  be  exercised  in  any  other  department  of  the 
Government  j  but  any  one  who  looked  through  the 
accounts  would  see  that  rery  little  economy  was 
practised,  and  that  in  many  cases  three  men  were 
employed  to  do  the  work  of  two.  In  fact,  there 
was  extravagance  evervwhere,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  petty  jealousies  which  cropped  up  with  re- 
spect to  the  erection  of  workshops  at,  say,  Christ- 
church  and  Dunedin.  If  a  workshop  were  put 
up  in  Christchurch,  a  larger  one  must  be  put  np 
in  Dunedin ;  and,  as  to  Christchurch,  he  knew 
that  in  the  putting  up  and  pulling  down  of  work- 
shops there  must  have  been  fearful  waste :  and 
the  colony  had  to  pay  for  it  all.  When  he  saw 
telegrams  passing  backwards  and  forwards  with 
respect  to  the  erection  of  workshops  in  this  place 
and  the  other  place,  he  was  inclined  to  think  that, 
if  they  had  a  strong  Government  who  could 
exercise  an  independent  will  in  these  matters, 
they  would  give  one  answer  to  the  senders  of  all 
these  telegrams,  which  would  be  to  "  mind  their 
own  business."  He  would  next  refer  to  the  way 
in  which  the  accounts  were  kept.  There  were  no 
separate  accounts  kept  of  the  repairs  and  re- 
newals. The  system  at  present  in  operation  was 
to  charge  the  repairs  and  renewals  to  the  earnings 
OS  they  occurreo.  Now,  those  who  had  had  any- 
thing to  do  with  railways  knew  that  expenses  of 
this  character  ought  to  be  spread  over  a  period  of 
years.  To  charge  all  the  repairs  and  renewals  to 
any  particular  year  would  necessarily  swallow  up 
the  greater  proportion  of  the  earnings.  The  result 
was,  that  the  repairs  and  renewals  were  charged 
to  working  expenses  up  to  a  certain  extent,  but 
beyond  that  they  were  charged  to  capital  accoont. 
He  knew  that  to  be  the  case,  and  he  had  no 
h^tation  in  saying  lo.    When  these  accounts 


were  too  heavy  they  were  charged  to  capital 
account,  and  therefore  the  accounts  under  this 
head  were  quite  unreliable.  If  the  accounts  for 
the  last  three  years  were  taken  up  and  each  item 
charged  under  its  proper  head,  it  would  be  found 
that  the  railway  lines,  taken  as  a  whole,  had  paid 
little  over  1  per  cent.  He  found  it  very  difl£nilt 
to  get  at  the  exact  cost  of  the  railwi^s  up  to  date, 
but  he  had  taken  out  the  figures  as  far  as  he  could 
get  at  them,  and  he  found  that,  up  to  the  SOth 
June,  1878,  the  cost  of  the  general  railways  and 
the  value  of  the  provincial  railways  which  were 
taken  over  after  the  abolition  of  the  proyinces 
amounted  in  round  numbers  to  nine  millions 
of  money.  Speaking  from  the  accounts  which 
he  had  seen,  he  was  sure  he  was  below  the  mark 
when  he  said  that  a  million  and  a  half  had  been 
spent  since  then.  So  that  it  might  fairly  be  said 
that  up  to  the  present  time  the  railways  had  cost 
ten  millions  and  a  half  of  money.  Then  they 
had  to  calculate  the  interest  on  the  whole  of  that, 
and  sinking  fund  on  part  of  it.  He  estimated 
that  at  5i  per  cent.,  which  amounted  to,  say, 
£550,000.  So  that  at  the  present  moment  they 
had  a  charge  of  £550,000  for  interest  and  sinking 
fund  on  the  cost  of  their  railways  alone.  The 
estimated  net  earnings  in  1877-78  were  £222,000. 
The  earninffs  for  1878-79  he  estimated  at 
£250,000,  which  he  knew  was  an  outside  sum. 
So  that,  if  they  deducted  £250,000  from  the 
£550,000,  there  was  a  balance  of  £300,000  which 
was  the  amount  of  deficit  they  would  have  to 
make  up  by  taxation  during  the  present  year. 
And  this  would  increase  every  year  unless  the 
railways  were  made  to  pay  better  than  they  paid 
at  present,  and  there  was  small  probability  of 
that,  because  they  knew  that  the  railways  that 
were  now  in  course  of  construction  were  not  likely 
to  pay  hke  the  best  of  those  lines  already  con- 
structed. In  taking  out  the  present  expenses,  he 
could  not  help  recalling  the  proposals  contained 
in  the  public  works  policy  submitted  to  the 
Legislature  by  Sir  Julius  vogel  in  1870,  and 
adopted  in  that  year.  If  honorable  members 
looked  back  they  would  see  that  in  ten  years  it 
was  proposed  to  spend  eight  and  a  half  millions 
of  money.  For  that  they  were  to  hare  a  railway 
from  Auckland  to  Wellington,  Napier,  and  Tara- 
naki.  They  were  also  to  have  a  railway  from 
Cook  Strait  to  the  West  Coast  and  the  Bluff. 
The  cost  was  to  be  so  much  a  year,  and  there 
were  to  be  certdn  annual  receipts,  until,  in  the 
tenth  year,  the  actual  profit  above  interest  and 
sinking  fund  was  to  be  £25,000.  Sir  Julius 
Vogel  said,  **  These  railways  must  be  no  burden 
upon  the  colony  ;'*  and  g^at  stress  was  laid  upon 
that  point.  Well,  they  had  arrived  at  the  ninth 
year :  next  year  was  the  tenth  ;  and  in  these  nine 
years  they  had  spent  nearly  eleven  millions  of 
money,  the  railways  were  far  from  complete,  they 
would  require  five  or  six  millions  more  to  com- 
plete them  ;  and  yet  they  had  heard  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  say,  on  the  previous  evening,  that  every 
man,  woman,  and  child  in  the  colony  was  to  be 
called  upon  to  pay  15s.  per  head  for  these  rail- 
ways. They  had  now  to  face  the  reality,  which 
was  very  different  from  what  they  were  led  to 
expect,  and  they  had  no  one  to  blame  but  them* 
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•aires.  There  was  a  great  disouision  in  the 
Council  in  1871,  when  it  was  proposed,  under  the 
Public  Works  Act  of  that  year,  that  the  different 
provinces  sliould  pay  for  their  own  railways  j  and 
a  clause  was  inserted  to  the  effect  that  where 
there  was  a  deficiency  it  should  be  made  up  by 
direct  taxation  upon  the  district.  Like  many 
other  proposals  made  m  that  Council,  it  came  to 
nothing ;  but  it  was  unfortunate  that  that  pro- 
posal was  not  carried  out.  It  might  not  be  too 
late  to  do  it  now,  and  for  his  own  part  he  would 
certainly  like  to  see  some  such  alteration.  He 
would  have  liked  to  see  the  land-tax  made  special 
for  Chat  purpose,  power  being  taken  to  raise  an 
amount  equal  to  tne  cost  of  working  the  line  in 
each  district.  It  would  make  people  look  after 
the  railways  when  they  got  them,  and  in  other 
cases  they  would  not  be  so  anxious  to  have  new 
lines  if  they  knew  they  would  have  to  contribute 
to  their  maintenance  should  the  traffic  be  insuffi- 
cient for  the  purpose.  He  was  quite  sure  some 
such  proposal  would  have  to  be  made  when  they 
came  to  equalize  their  taxation.  He  had  made 
a  short  comparison  of  the  results  in  the  other 
colonies,  and  he  must  say  that  they  were  roost 
unfavourable  to  us.  In  New  South  Wales  the 
rates  for  carriage  were  kept  up,  and  all  the 
railways  paid  over  4  per  cent.  They  had  bor- 
rowed their  money  at  4^  per  cent.  In  Victoria, 
where  the  rates  were  much  lower,  the  rail- 
ways paid  3  per  cent.,  but  they  were  con- 
sidering there  wliether  tlie  rates  should  not  be 
increased.  A  few  months  ago  a  deputation  of 
farmtrs  from  the  country,  merchants,  and  others, 
waited  upon  the  Government  of  that  colony  and 
asked  them  to  reduce  the  rates.  And  the  reply 
was  that  instead  of  reducing  them  it  was  intended 
to  increase  them,  and  the  Government  plainly  inti- 
mated to  the  deputation  that  in  future  they  would 
work  the  railwavs  as  if  they  belonged  to  a  private 
company,  and  that  they  looked  upon  the  whole  of 
the  people  of  the  colony  as  the  shareholders.  He 
would  like  to  see  the  same  thing  done  here.  He 
moved  the  motion  with  the  view  of  ventilating 
the  subject.  It  waa  a  very  important  subject, 
and  woidd  increase  in  importance  every  year.  He 
was  justified  in  saying  that  the  present  rates  were 
too  low :  that  they  were  fixed  in  the  interest 
of  those  who  used  the  railways,  and  that  they 
should  be  increased.  The  management  was  ex- 
travagant :  there  was  no  attempt  at  economy,  and 
the  accounts  kept  as  to  the  net  earnings  were 
perfectly  unreliable.  The  railways  in  this  colony 
were  extending  so  greatly  now  that  they  were 
becoming  a  great  power  in  the  hands  of  any 
Government,  and  to  the  economical  management 
of  these  railways  they  must  in  future  look  for 
any  reduction  of  the  burden  of  taxation  from 
year  to  year.  He  looked  upon  these  railways  as 
one  of  the  greatest  difficulties  the  colony  would 
have  in  the  future  to  contend  with,  and  he  should 
not  be  at  all  surprised  if,  in  the  course  of  a  few 
years,  some  proposal  were  made  to  keep  them 
separate  from  the  Government,  and  place  them 
xmder  the  charge  of  a  Bail  way  Board  directly 
responsible  to  Parliament. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "That 
it  is  desirable  that  thia  Council  should  be  in- 
^on,  Mr.  O,  Buckley 


formed  whether  the  Government  will  take  into 
consideration  the  present  tariff  of  charges  on  the 
railways,  with  the  view  of  increasing  the  rates, 
so  as  to  make  the  working  of  the  several  lines 
realize  a  fair  profit,  or  at  least  contribute  their 
full  share  of  receipts  in  aid  of  the  revenues  of  the 
colony." — (ffon.  Mr.  G.  Buckley,) 

The  Hon.  Colonel  BRETT  was  surprised— in- 
deed, grieved — at  the  speech  of  his  honorable 
friend.  Some  years  ago  the  honorable  gentleman 
was  the  owner  of  a  very  large  sheep  station,  and 
had  some  hundreds  of  thousands  of  sheep  to  shear : 
he  also  cultivated,  he  believed,  many  hundreds  of 
acres  of  land.  But,  now,  he  (Colonel  Brett)  did 
not  believe  the  honorable  gentleman  bad  a  soli- 
tary acre  of  land  in  the  country,  and,  of  course,  he 
had  now  no  produce  to  be  carted.  His  (Colonel 
Brett's)  opinion  was  that  the  railway  charges 
were  higher  than  the  runholders  and  farmers 
could  afford  to  pay.  That  was  the  complaint  all 
over  his  district.  The  freight  on  everything 
was  too  high.  Even  a  bottle  of  medicine  was 
charged  from  2s.  to  2b.  6d.  for  a  distance  of  eight 
or  ten  miles.  The  passenger  charges  also  ex- 
ceeded those  of  any  other  country  in  the  world. 
He  trusted  the  Council  would  pause  before  thej 
consented  to  the  motion.  It  was  a  one-sided  view 
altogether,  and,  he  was  sorry  to  say,  a  very  selfish 
one.  He  was  surprised  that  it  should  emanate 
from  such  a  liberal  mind  and  broad  expansive 
brow  as  his  honorable  friend  had.  He  had  not 
words  sufficient  to  express  his  indignation  at  what 
had  emanated  from  his  honorable  friend.  He  saw 
many  runholders  around  him,  and  gentlemen  with 
large  properties,  who  cultivated  and  sent  to  market 
yearly  four  thousand,  five  thousand,  and  ten 
thousand  bushels  of  different  cereals.  He  asked 
them  to  stand  up  and  raise  their  voices  against 
this  motion.  He  was  sure  they  would  show  that 
his  honorable  friend  was  not  justified  in  holding 
the  views  he  had  enunciated. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  said  there  were 
many  opinions  stated  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Buckley 
with  which  be  entirely  concurred.  In  the  first 
place,  he  admitted  that  the  railways  should  be 
made  to  pay,  if  possible,  a  much  larger  amount 
than  they  did  at  present.  Whether  that  could 
be  done  by  increasing  or  decreasing  the  charges 
he  did  not  know ;  but  they  heard  complaints  from 
timd  to  time  from  different  parts  of  the  colony 
that  the  charges  were  very  high,  and  that,  if  the/ 
were  reduced,  the  traffic  would  be  greater  and  the 
railways  woidd  make  more  profit.  He  had  no 
special  knowledge  of  this  particular  subject,  bat 
he  argued  that,  in  the  present  state  of  things,  the 
railways  ought,  if  possible,  to  be  made  to  paj 
interest  on  their  cost.  But  he  did  not  agree 
thut  it  was  clear  that  this  would  always  be  ac- 
complished by  increasing  rates.  It  frequently 
happened,  in  such  matters,  that  if  they  increased 
the  rates  they  decreased  the  receipts  and  profits. 
At  present  this  matter  was  specially  under  the 
consideration  of  his  honorable  friend  the  Minis- 
ter for  Public  Works,  with  the  object  of  adding 
something  to  the  receipts  of  the  railwajs. 
The  new  rates  would  bo  published  in  a  few 
days.  His  honorable  friend  had  gone  into  a 
number  of  other  matters,  such  as  expenditure  on 
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the  railwajB,  the  mode  of  keeping  the  accounts, 
&c.,  'wliioli  were  not  included  in  the  motion,  and 
with  which,  therefore,  he  had  not  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  making  himself  acquainted.  Therefore 
he  was  not  able  to  give  him  any  answer  as  to 
whether  the  accounts  were  properly  kept  or  not. 
The  honorable  member  said  that,  if  there  was  a 
deficiency  between  the  receipts  of  a  railway  and 
interest  on  cost  of  its  construction,  that  would  be 
a  fair  charge  aeainst  the  particular  district  bene- 
fited by  the  railway.  He  (Mr.  Whitoker)  thought 
that  was  a  fair  principle.  It  was  prorided  in  one 
of  the  early  Acts,  but  it  had  apparently  been  for- 
gotten. Whether  or  not  it  could  now  be  brought 
into  operation  he  did  not  know.  There  were 
many  adrantages  that  would  come  out  of  it.  One 
adTantage  woiud  be,  that  districta  would  not  ask 
for  railways  unless  they  saw  that  the  lines  would 
probably  pay.  They  would  be  more  careful  in 
asking  for  railwajs  than  they  were  at  the  pre- 
sent time.  As  far  as  the  motion  went,  ha  did  not 
know  that  any  adTantage  would  arise  from  pass- 
ing it.  The  matter  was  under  consideration,  and 
the  honorable  gentleman  might  withdraw  it  until 
he  saw  what  the  department  would  do.  When 
the  new  tariff  of  charges  was  published  he  would 
again  hare  an  opportunity  of  bringing  the  matter 
under  consideration.  He  would  therefore  ask  the 
honorable  member  to  withdraw  the  motion;  but, 
if  that  were  not  done,  he  would  not  oppose  it 
further.  | 

-The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  trusted  that,  ' 
if  the  Hon.  Mr.  Buckley  did  not  withdraw  his  I 
motion,  he  would  at  any  rate  introduce  such  a  ' 
change  into  its  wording  as  would  enable  the  1 
Council  to  pass  it  without  at  the  same  time  bind- 
ing itself  too  closely  to  any  decided  eipression  of  | 
opinion.     He  thought  his  honorable  friend  was  | 
under  sotne  mistake  as  regarded  the  course  of 
policy  that  it  was  most  desirable  to  adopt  with  ' 
the  Tiew  of    making    the    railways    pay.    The  j 
course    indicated    by  the    Hon.    the  Attorney-  ; 
Gkneral    as    that  under  contemplation  by  the 
Qoremment  was  more  calculated  to  effect  the  ' 
object  in  yiew  than  this  motion.     The  honorable  | 
gentleman  compared  the  railways  here  with  the 
railways  in  England,  and  told  them  truly  that  it 
waa  the  passenger  traffic  rather  than  the  goods 
traffic  that  caused  the  railways  to  pay.    But  our 
circumstances  were  different  from  those  of  Eng- 
land, and  if  they  wanted  to  consider  railways 
under  somewhat  similar  circumstances  they  must 
not  go  to  England,  but  to  America.    There,  un- 
doubtedly, it  was  the  goods  traffic  that  caused 
the  railways  to  pay,  and  it  was  the  goods  traffic 
that  the  railway  managers  laid  theraselyes  out 
roost   to  cultirate.    That   brought  him    to  the 
point  stated  by  the  Hon.  the  Attorney -General, 
that  he  believed  they  would  gain  more  by  a  re- 
duction of  the  rates  than  by  any  increase.    By 
increasing  the  rates  they  might  reduce  the  traffic, 
and   thus  get   no  benefit;  whereas  by  decreas- 
ing the  rat«8  they  might  so  increase  the  traffic  as 
to  more  than  compensate  for  the  apparent  loss, 
and  in   that  way  bring  about  a  gain.     When 
in  America  he  was  yery  much  struck  by  the  low 
rates  at  which  goods  were  carried  by  the  railways. 
When  passing  through  the  last  time,  he  stayed  at 


an  important  and  rising  town  in  the  State  of 
Iowa,  where  he  had  a  relative  residing.  He  in- 
quired what  was  the  price  of  timber  there,  and 
how  far  they  brought  the  timber  (o  market.  He 
was  told  that  the  price  of  sawn  timber  was  6s.  6d. 
per  hundred,  and,  to  his  astonislnnent,  he  was 
told  that  it  was  brought  no  less  a  distance  than 
two  hundred  miles,  a  portion  of  that  distance  by 
water  and  a  considerable  portion  by  land.  That 
was  an  illustration  of  the  very  low  rates  at  which 
traffic  was  carried  in  America.  They  had  only  to 
look  through  the  Chicago  papers  and  they  would 
see  it  stated  that  the  cost  of  carrying  wheat 
1,200  miles — between  Chicago  and  New  York — 
was  only  Is.  per  bushel.  With  those  very  low 
rates  the  railways  paid,  and  with  those  very  low 
rates  the  country  was  opened  up  and  traffic  made ; 
whereas  if  the  rates  were  not  low  the  country 
would  not  be  oj>ened  up,  and  there  would  not  be 
any  traffic  at  all  for  those  railways.  Their  true 
policy  was  to  reduce  the  rates  as  far  as  they  could 
consistently  with  a  view  to  enabling  the  country 
to  be  opened  up,  and  with  a  view  to  producing 
the  traffic  that  would  enable  those  railways  to  be 
worked  advantageously.  He  did  not  say  that 
some  items  even  now  might  not  with  advantage 
be  raised.  If  honorable  members  looked  through 
the  tariff  he  thought  they  would  arrive  at  the  same 
conclusion  that  he  had  come  to,  that  there  were 
some  items  that  might  with  advantage  be  raised, 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  many  items  might  be 
reduced  with  advantage.  He  was  now  altogether 
disconnected  personafly  with  any  railway  traffic, 
and  therefore  whatever  he  might  say  upon  the 
subject  could  be  regarded  as  the  evidence  of  an 
impartial  man,  unbiassed  by  his  own  interest. 
When  he  was  more  immediately  interested  in  the 
matter,  he  looked  into  the  subject  for  himself, 
with  a  view  to  ascertaining  to  what  extent  he,  as 
a  wool-grower  at  the  Wairarapa,  benefited  from 
the  opening  of  the  railway  to  Featherston.  He 
found  that  the  railway  charges — upon  wool,  at 
any  rate — were  very  considerable,  and  that  he 
personally  gained  nothing  whatever  by  the  open- 
ing of  that  railway  beyond  the  convenience  of 
being  able  to  send  wool  quicker  to  market  than 
would  otherwise  be  the  case.  He  therefore 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  would  be  to 
his  advantage  to  continue  to  send  his  wool  to 
market  by  the  railway  provided  he  had  no  re- 
turn goods ;  but  that,  if  he  had  return  goods,  it 
would  still  be  to  his  advantage  to  send  his  own 
teams  to  town,  as  he  waa  in  the  habit  of  doing. 
If  he  had  not  sold  his  property  there,  he  intended 
to  use  the  railway  only  when  he  had  no  return 
goods  from  town.  His  inference  from  that  fact 
was  that  the  tariff,  as  regarded  some  descriptions 
of  goods,  was  rather  unduly  high,  and  that  it 
would  be  for  the  advantage  of  the  railway  itself 
to  reduce  the  tariff,  so  as  under  all  circumstances 
to  command  the  traffic.  He  thought  his  honorable 
friend  would  do  well,  if  he  pressed  the  motion,  to 
strike  out  the  words  '*  with  the  view  of  increas- 
ing the  rates."  He  would  thus  bring  the  subject 
form^y  under  the  notice  of  the  Government, 
and  perhaps,  after  consideration  of  the  whole 
subject,  they  might  find  that  some  rates  could 
ba  ndsed  with  advantage,  while  others  might  be 
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lowered  with  equal  advantage.  The  subject  of 
railways  was  a  very  important  one,  and  it  was 
brought  forward  by  his  honorable  friend  now 
under  the  conTiction  that  they  were  not  getting 
an  adequate  return  from  the  railways  that  they 
had  created,  and  that  the  expectations  by  which 
they  were  led  to  commence  this  system  had  not 
been  fully  realized.  They  could  not  hide  from 
themselves  the  fact  that  their  railways  were  not, 
at  the  present  time,  realizing  the  expectations 
entertained  with  regard  to  them,  and  it  really 
seemed  that  the  railways  left  a  heavy  burden  on 
their  finances.  They  could  not  help  asking  the 
question,  If  such  was  the  case  with  the  eleven 
hundred  miles  of  railway  they  had  at  the  present 
time,  what  it  would  be  with  the  other  thousand 
miles  which  they  thought  of  opening  up  P  '  If 
the  eleven  hundred  miles  of  railway  which  might 
be  regarded  as  the  main  lines  of  railway  were 
not  working  satisfactorily,  how  could  they  ex- 
pect that  the  thousand  miles  of  branch  railways 
which  were  to  be  opened  up  could  bear  the  burden 
of  opening  them  and  of  their  construction?  It 
appeared  to  him  that  it  was  a  serious  matter  for 
consideration,  and  one  to  which  they  should  not 
shut  their  eyes,  but  should  apply  themselves  ear- 
nestly, with  the  view  of  seeing  how  far  they 
could  remedy  the  mistakes  that  bad  been  made 
with  regard  to  the  railways.  Could  they  hide 
from  themselves  for  one  moment  the  fact  that 
the  colony  at  large  had  been  railway-mad?  It 
had  been  forcing  on  the  construction  of  railways 
irrespectiTe  of  all  considerations  but  those  of 
local  interests.  The  interests  of  the  colony  at 
large  had  been  to  a  great  extent  subservient  to 
the  interests  of  particular  localities.  If  the 
colony,  with  440,000  inhabitante,  was  unable  to 
support  the  railways  already  constructed,  what 
woiild  be  the  case  when  a  thousand  additional 
miles  were  constructed,  and  when  there  would 
be  one  mile  of  railway  for  every  250  inhabitants  ? 
Was  it  likely  that  250  inhabitants  could  keep  a 
mile  of  railway  going  ?  Their  losses  were  great 
now,  but  their  losses  would  be  greater  hereafter. 
If  the  taxation  under  which  they  suffered  was 
great  now,  when  the  additional  thousand  miles 
of  railway  were  opened  the  taxation  would  be 
greatly  increased.  It  was  worthy  of  considera- 
tion whether  they  should  not  act  the  part  of 
wise  men,  and  reconsider  their  position,  and  see 
whether  these  were  railways  that  they  could  do 
without.  They  should  put  their  foot  down  de- 
cidedly, and  determine  that  they  should  propose 
no  further  railways.  It  was  a  very  serious  sub- 
ject indeed,  and  he  was  glad  that  his  honorable 
friend  had  directed  the  attention  of  honorable 
members  to  it.  It  was  one  to  which  he  hoped 
the  attention  of  the  G-oremment  and  the  country 
at  large  would  be  earnestly  addressed. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FBASEB  said  it  was  his 
intention  at  one  time  to  move,  in  the  Coun- 
cil, "That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  Railway 
Inquiry  Committee  to  consider  the  question  of 
the  railway  tariC  He  was  now  glad  that  ho 
had  not  done  so,  as  any  person  who  read  the 
evidence  taken  by  that  Committee  would  ri«e 
from  the  perusal  with  the  conviction  that  we  had 
been  leaning  on  a  broken  reed  when  we  trusted 
Hon.  Mr.  WaterhoM9 


to  the  Audit  Department.  We  are  condueting 
a  large  traffic  in  utter  ignorance  of  its  com- 
mercial conditions.  One  part  of  the  traffic  is 
fairly  lucrative  ;  the  mixed  traffic  does  not  pay  ; 
and  one  part  of  the  traffic  which,  from  its  nature, 
could  be  carried  cheaper  by  water,  is  carried  by 
rail  at  a  positive  loss.  What  we  require  are 
thorough,  independent  audited  accounts  of  the 
cost  at  which  our  railways  are  worked,  fed,  and 
maintained.  It  is  not  too  late  to  know  what  we 
are  doing.  Should  we  delay  doing  so,  the  know- 
ledge may  be  dearly  bought. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WOOD  thought  there  were  one 
or  two  matters  which  deserved  consideration  in 
connection  with  this  railway  speculation  as  a 
financial  success  or  otherwise.  He  referred  to 
the  settling-down  of  small  farmers  or  agricul- 
turists in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  main 
trunk  railways,  or  any  other  railways  that  were 
constructed  by  public  money.  It  had  been  said 
by  honorable  gentlemen  that  the  trunk  lineti  bad 
not  been  remunerative.  He  could  easily  imagine 
that  in  a  country  like  this  these  lines  would 
scarcely  be  remunerative  at  present,  and  that 
they  would  perhaps  not  be  so  for  some  time  to 
come.  He  thought  that  would  be  remedied  bj 
reducing  the  charge  per  bushel  of  grain  and  other 
commodities  that  had  to  go  over  the  railways. 
The  reduction  of  the  charges  would  tend  ma- 
terially to  increase  the  traffic  on  those  lines.  He 
had  looked  into  this  matter  carefully  some  twelve 
months  back,  and  collected  a  good  deal  ot  evi- 
dence in  reference  to  it.  He  ascertained  that  the 
railway  charges  were  very  much  higher  than  in 
America,  both  for  passengers  and  for  merchandise 
of  every  description.  He  also  arrived  at  the  con- 
clusion that  the  rates  for  passenger  traffic  were  on 
a  more  liberal  scale  in  the  Colony  of  Victoria — 
far  more  liberal  than  in  New  Zealand.  The  rail- 
ways in  that  colony  were  working  more  success- 
fully than  the  railways  in  this  colony.  There  was 
one  thing  in  connection  with  the  tariff  with  which 
he  was  very  much  struck,  and  which  he  thought 
deserved  attention.  He  had  drawn  attention 
to  it  on  one  or  two  occasions.  He  believed  that 
the  Railway  Department  had  regulated  the  goods 
traffic  in  such  a  manner  as  this :  that  there 
should  be  a  certain  charge  for  so  many  miles,  and 
an  additional  charge,  equal  to  that  amount,  for 
so  many  additional  miles.  For  instance,  iroxa 
Fort  Chalmers  to  Dunedin  the  charge  was  so 
much  per  ton,  and  the  distance  was  nine  miles. 
At  the  time  he  referred  to,  the  charge  from  Port 
Chalmers  to  Dunedin  was  about  5s.  per  ton, 
which  included  the  cost  of  loading  and  unload- 
ing. He  supposed  the  half  of  that  amount  wonld 
be  the  cost  of  handling  the  goods,  and  that  a 
very  small  proportion  would  be  the  cost  of  simply 
conveying  the  goods  by  railway.  Then,  be 
looked  at  the  charge  for  conveying  goods  from 
the  Bluff  to  Inveroargiil,  which  was  dose  on 
double  the  distance.  Honorable  gentlemen  would 
bear  in  mind  that  there  would  be  no  more  hand- 
ling in  this  case  than  in  the  other,  and  there 
would  be  no  more  handling  if  the  distance  had 
been  one  hundred  or  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  ; 
and  yet  the  charge  per  ton  for  less  than  double 
the  distance  was  rather  more  than  double.     Bee- 
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ing  that  the  charge  for  handling  had  been  added 
again,  he  spoke  to  Mr.  Conjers  about  it,  but  that 
gentleman  would  not  admit  that  that  was  the 
principle  acted  upon.  He  looked  at  the  tariff  for 
increased  distances,  and  he  found  that  the  charge 
for  handling  had  been  added  for  erery  seven,  or 
eight,  or  nine  miles.  There  seemed  to  him  to  be 
something  wrong  in  the  sjstem  by  which  these 
charges  had  been  arrired  at.  He  had  been  awaj 
from  the  country  for  some  ten  months,  and  had 
not  had  an  opportunity  of  comparing  the  charges 
since  his  return.  He  thought  there  was  an  in- 
justice in  such  a  system  of  charges,  and  that  it 
was  rery  much  calculated  to  check  the  progress 
of  infant  settlements.  He  thought  it  was  a 
matter  well  deserving  of  attention,  and  he  hoped 
it  would  not  escape  the  notice  of  those  gentlemen 
whose  duty  it  was  to  consider  the  railway  charges, 
and  especiaUy  those  charges  levied  for  the  con- 
veyance of  merchandise. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILLIAMSON  thought  if  the 
Council  accepted  this  motion  the  result  would  be 
injurious  to  the  railway  traffic.  If  the  railway 
system  was  calculated  to  do  good  to  the  country 
by  facilitating  the  opening-up  of  new  settlements, 
that  object  could  only  be  gained  by  making  the 
railway  charges  as  light  as  possible.  Where  the 
charges  were  too  high  they  prevented  those  settle- 
ments from  coming  into  existence  at  all.  He  was 
connected  with  a  coal  mine  in  the  Waikato  which 
might  be  made  to  afford  a  considerable  return  to 
the  railway  running  there  by  giving  at  all  times 
freight  back  to  town  when  it  might  only  carry 
passengers  up.  As  well  as  he  could  recollect, 
the  charge  was  l^d.  per  ton  per  mile,  including 
station  fees,  which  made  the  charge  8s.  lid.  per 
ton  for  a  distance  of  sixty  miles.  From  inquiries 
he  had  made  in  the  Old  Country  ho  found  that 
in  many  instances  coal,  particularly  where  it  was 
carried  in  competition  with  water  carriage,  was 
carried  at  id.  per  ton  per  mile.  Coal  was  often 
found  in  such  positions  that  the  handling  fre- 
quently required  was  more  costly  than  the  carriage 
of  it.  There  was  another  feature  in  the  matter 
which  was  not  generally  looked  at ;  at  all  events 
it  had  not  been  referred  to  by  any  honorable 
gentleman  who  had  spoken  on  the  subject.  The 
railway  was  not  the  property  of  a  private  com- 
pany *,  it  was  the  property  of  the  people  ;  and  if 
there  was  a  loss  the  people  must  be  the  gainers. 
He  did  not  think  that  those  who  used  the  railway, 
either  to  carry  commodities  or  to  carry  them- 
selves, were  the  only  persons  benefited.  They 
were  all  working  in  the  interest  of  the  com- 
munity at  larse,  and  if  produce  could  be  brought 
cheaper  to  the  market  the  whole  community 
would  be  benefited  by  it.  They  often  heara 
the  remark  made  that  such-and-such  a  person's 
land  had  been  materially  enhanced  in  value  by  a 
railway  running  through  it  or  near  it ;  but  if  it 
had  not  been  considered  that  the  community 
at  large  weuld  be  benefited  by  cheapening  the 
carrying  of  produce,  the  railway  would  never 
have  been  made.  The  railway  was  not  made  for 
individual  convenience,  but  for  the  convenience 
of  the  public  generally.  With  regard  to  the  coal 
mine  he  spoke  of,  ho  might  eay  that  the  quantity 
of  coal  was  so  considerable  in  extent  that  not  only 


the  Auckland  District,  but  the  whole  of  New 
Zealand,  could  be  supplied  from  it.  According 
to  Captain  Hutton's  estimate,  the  quantity  of 
coal  contained  iu  that  mine  was  perfectly  un- 
limited. He  thought  eight  hundred  millions  of 
tons  was  the  estimate ;  and  they  found  that,  in 
competition  with  the  coal  trade  from  Australia, 
the  coal  required  to  be  delivered  to  the  publio 
at  a  much  lower  cost  in  order  to  bring  it  into 
general  use.  The  owners  of  the  mine  had  been 
working  it  for  the  last  two  or  three  years  at  a 
loss  for  the  purpose  of  getting  the  coal  into 
general  consumption ;  and  he  thought  this  was 
one  thing  which  ought  to  be  before  the  mind  of 
those  who  had  charge  of  the  railways.  They 
ought  always  to  look  to  the  creating  of  traffic 
that  would  make  these  railways  remunerative. 
His  own  opinion,  when  the  scheme  was  first 
started,  was  that  the  Government  should  under- 
take nothing  but  the  trunk  lines  of  railway — 
that  they  ought  never  to  make  any  but  trunk 
lines;  and  the  only  reason  for  his  thinking  so 
was,  that  the  making  of  a  trunk  lino  was  a  specu- 
lation which  would  not  pay  private  individuals, 
but  would  benefit  the  country.  He  thought  that 
the  only  thing  which  justified  the  GJovernment  in 
making  these  trunk  lines  of  railway  was,  that  it 
would  have  been  found,  when  the  trunk  lines 
of  railway  were  completed,  that  private  enter- 

{)rise  would  have  made  such  branch  lines  as  were 
ikely  to  be  beneficial  to  the  country  and  profit- 
able to  the  promoters. 

The  hour  of  four  o'clock  having  arrived,  the 
Council  proceeded  to  the  Orders  of  the  day. 

TRIENNIAL  PARLIAMENTS  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER.— Sir,  in  moving 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  I  am  sure  it  wiU 
be  in  the  recollection  of  honorable  members  that 
a  great  deal  of  discussion  has  lately  taken  place 
on  this  subject  of  triennial  Parliaments.  It  ap- 
pears to  me.  Sir,  that  a  great  deal  has  been  said 
on  both  sides  of  the  question,  though  more  par- 
ticularly on  the  side  in  favour  of  triennial  Parlia- 
ments. In  my  opinion.  Sir,  the  results  will  justify 
neither  what  the  one  nor  what  the  other  side 
expect.  I  do  not  believe  the  Bill  will  confer  all 
the  advantages  which  are  expected  to  result  from 
it,  and  I  am  quite  sure  many  of  the  evils  pre- 
dicted will  not  present  themselves  either.  No 
doubt  it  has  been  considered  that  this  is  what  is 
called  a  very  liberal  measure.  I  am  not  sure  that 
it  is  a  very  liberal  measure ;  because,  as  regards 
elections,  no  doubt  the  frequency  of  elections, 
and  the  attendant  expense,  will  deter  people  who 
have  not  sufficient  money  to  meet  the  election 
expenses  from  standing  as  candidates,  and  there- 
fore it  will  limit  the  number  of  candidates  who 
will  be  brought  forward.  On  one  side,  Sir,  it  is 
stated  that  this  Bill  will  lessen  the  independence 
of  members,  that  it  will  waste  time,  and  cost 
more  money.  I  do  not  think  the  change  proposed 
will  limit  the  independence  of  members.  As 
to  wasting  time,  I  think  that  is  very  likely  to 
result,  inasmuch  as  new  members,  as  a  matter 
of  course,  will  be  new  to  their  work,  and  will 
not  get  as  successfully  through  it  as  members 
who  are  more  experienced ;  and  the  cost  to  the 
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conntrj  will  be  considerable,  because,  wbaterer 
Bills  we  may  pass  to  secure  puritj  of  elections, 
there  Trill  be  money  spent.  I  do  not  think  it  pos- 
sible to  put  an  end  to  that.  I  think  it  should  be 
pat  an  end  to  as  far  as  possible ;  but  I  am  quite 
sure  it  cannot  altogether  be  put  an  end  to.  As 
regards  the  cost  to  the  country  in  another  way, 
I  may  say  that  during  the  time  of  elections  some 
yery  hard  labour  —  I  speak  from  experience  —  is 
spent  in  election  matters ;  unremunerative  labour, 
that  might  be  spent  witli  adyantage  in  many 
other  ways.  In  the  meantime  it  is  expected  that 
Tery  great  advantages  will  result  from  this  mea- 
sure. I  think  tliere  are  certain  advantages,  and 
sufficient  advantages  to  induce  us  to*  pass  this 
Bill;  bub  that  not  all  the  advantages  will  result 
which  are  expected  by  many  people.  I  am  not  a 
recent  convert  to  the  principle  of  triennial  Parlia- 
ments. Upon  many  occasions  I  hare  advocated 
it  before  my  constituents ;  and  recently  in  the 
Waikato,  in  1876,  1877,  and  1878,  I  told  them 
what  1  have  now  stated  to  the  House,  that, 
although  I  was  in  favour  of  it,  and  thought 
more  adrantages  than  disadvantages  would  result 
from  it,  still  they  must  not  expect  all  the  benefits 
promised  by  those  who  are  the  most  strenuous 
advocates  of  the  measure.  In  dealing  with  the 
measure  we  look  round  and  see  what  benefit  we 
can  derive  from  experience.  The  longest  Parlia- 
ments are  those  in  England,  which  now  last  for 
seven  years.  It  is  only  since  a  comparatively 
recent  date  that  they  have  been  for  seven  years. 
They  used  to  be  for  three  years,  but  in  the 
time  of  George  I.,  I  believe,  there  were  certain 
circumstances  that  appeared  to  render  it  advis- 
able that  members  should  not  go  so  often  to  their 
constituents ;  and  the  time  was  extended  to  seven 
years.  The  Septennial  Act  was  then  intended 
to  be  only  a  temporary  measure.  That  is 
the  longest  term  of  any  Legislature  throughout 
the  world.  The  shortest  term  is  the  American. 
That  is  for  one  year.  When  the  New  Zealand 
Constitution  Act  was  passed,  an  intermediate 
term  was  fixed :  it  was  fixed  neither  at  seren 
years  nor  at  one  year,  but  at  five.  In  looking  at 
other  countries,  I  find  that  the  general  rule  is 
from  three  to  four  years.  In  the  colonies  im- 
mediately round  about  here — in  the  Australian 
Colonies ~t1io  time  is  mostly  three  years,  except 
in  the  case  of  Queensland,  where  it  is  five.  As  a 
rule,  however,  I  think  three  years  is  considered  a 
fair  and  reasonable  time.  Now,  Sir,  I  think  it 
may  be  asked,  if  there  is  so  small  an  advantage 
in  this,  why  should  we  pass  this  measure?  I 
think  there  are  very  good  and  sufficient  reasons 
why  it  should  be  passed.  In  the  first  place,  it 
will  bring  members  more  in  unison  with  their 
constituents.  That  is  an  advantage.  Looking 
at  the  constantly-increasing  population,  if  we  were 
to  put  ofi*  the  elections  for  too  long  a  time  a  great 
many  people  would  be  disfranchised.  I  think 
also.  Sir,  that  in  looking  round  we  see  that  the 
people  —  I  may  say  as  a  rule  —  I  think  almost 
universally  so — are  in  favour  of  the  change.  At 
the  elections  which  recently  took  place  this 
question  of  triennial  Parliaments  was  raised, 
and  the  question  has  always  been  raised  and 
received  as  part  of  what  is  called  the  Liberal 
ffon,Mr.  Whitak0r 


progranmie.  I  think,  therefore,  that  the  oonii- 
try  has  come  to  that  position  in  which  it  is  re- 
quired that  this  change  should  be  made.  Wo  hare 
also  seen  in  the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  jast 
newly  returned,  just  come  from  the  country, 
and  in  this  their  first  session,  that  they  hare 
unanimously  passed  this  Bill.  We  may  fairlj 
assume  that  the  representatives  of  the  people  aid 
the  people  themselves  are  in  farour  of  it;  and 
this  is  a  question  which  I  conceive  the  Council  it 
not  particularly  interested  in.  It  appears  to  mm, 
looking  at  the  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  coun- 
try  and  its  representatives,  that  it  is  not  for  the 
Council  to  stand  in  the  way  of  doing  that  which 
they  desire.  If  gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Bepre- 
sentatives are  so  particularly  desirous  of  going 
back  to  their  constituents  at  the  end  of  three 
years,  I  think  it  is  a  luxury  the  Council  should 
allow.  I  hare  nothing  further  to  say  than  thafc 
I  hope  the  Council  will  deal  with  this  question 
in  a  liberal  spirit,  and  pass  this  Bill  without 
any  serious  opposition.  It  appears  on  all  lidee 
desirable  the  Bill  should  be  passed,  and  I  hope 
the  Council  will  take  the  view  I  t<ake  of  it.  I  beg 
to  move  that  the  Bill  bt  now  read  a  second  time. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  BRETT.— I  should  like  to 
ask  my  honorable  and  learned  friend  a  question. 
If  the  28th  February  is  to  be  the  date  when  the 
three  years  expire,  I  consider  that  rather  hard. 
I  should  amend  that  clause  by  inserting  the 
words,  **  to  expire  at  the  end  of  three  years  from 
the  return  of  the  write.''  I  think  it  would  be 
fairer. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKEB.  —  That  can  be 
moved  when  the  Bill  is  in  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  BRETT.— If  the  honorable 
gentleman  has  no  objection  to  that,  I  shall  gire 
the  Bill  my  support.     I  merely  mention  that. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.— It  is  mj 
intention  to  support  the  second  reading  of  this 
Bill ;  and  I  shall  do  so  pretty  generally  for  j^he 
reasons  assigned  by  the  Attomey-G-eneraL  Like 
him,  I  believe  that  the  advantages  and  disadran- 
tages  of  this  measure  are  pretty  equally  balanced, 
and  were  I  left  to  decide  for  myself  I  should  feel 
considerable  difficulty  in  making  up  my  mind  as 
to  what  was  the  best  course  to  be  followed.  I 
believe  there  are  very  considerable  advantages  in 
members  of  Parliament  having  a  more  lengthened 
parliamentary  experience  than  that  which  is 
afforded  by  a  three  years'  tenure  of  office.  My 
eiperience  has  been,  that  during  the  first  year  of 
the  sitting  of  Parliament  the  now  members  are 
seldom  equal  to  their  position,  owing  to  their 
ignorance  of  the  particular  duties  which  they  are 
called  upon  to  perform.  During  the  second  year 
they  generally  apply  themselves  pretty  closely  to 
the  work  of  legislation.  But  during  the  third 
year,  as  a  rule,  they  apply  themselves  to  speaking 
on  behalf  of  their  constituents ;  and,  during  that 
year  there  is  seldom  much  more  than  local  busi- 
ness transacted.  Now,  with  triennial  Parliaments 
we  shall  only  have  one  year  of  real  parliamentary 
work  as  against  the  three  years  which  we  have 
under  the  quinquennial  system.  But,  on  the 
other  hand,  1  think  there  is  an  advantage  aris- 
ing from  members  being  occasionally,  and  mote 
frequently  than  is  the  practice  at  the  preoent 
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time,  brought  into  contact  with  their  constitaents. 
Such  a  change,  howeyer,  would  not  be  requisite 
if  the  English  practice  existed  here  of  members 
upon  their  appointment  to  the  Ministry  being 
relegat€d  to  their  constituencies.  That  would  give 
Ministers  and  Parliament  an  opportunity  of  know- 
ing what  were  the  opinions  of  their  constituents 
upon  the  leading  topics  of  the  policy  of  the  day. 
That  plan  not  being  in  existence  in  the  colony,  I 
am  rather  inchned  to  think  there  would  be  an 
adrantage  in  reducing  the  period  of  the  duration 
of  ParUaments  from  five  to  three  years.  What, 
liowever,  has  mainly  decided  me  to  record  my 
Tote  in  favour  of  the  Bill  is  the  undoubted  fact 
that  the  constituencies  generally  have  recorded 
their  opinion  in  favour  of  a  change  in  the  period 
of  the  duration  of  Parliaments ;  and,  this  having 
been  a  subject  brought  so  prominently  before  the 
attention  of  the  constituencies  at  the  recent 
general  election,  I  shall  find  it  my  duty,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  course  that  I  shall  be  found 
taking  on  almost  all  similar  occasions,  to  vote  in 
favour  of  the  Bill.  I  might,  however,  be  allowed 
to  state  that  I  think  it  would  perhaps  have  been 
an  advantage  if  the  Triennial  Parliaments  Bill 
had  been  held  over  until  we  had  received  the 
Triennial  Legislative  Council  Bill,  when  we  could 
have  considered  the  two  Bills  upon  their  own 
merits.  I  shall  simply  say,  before  sitting  down, 
that  it  is  my  int-ention  to  record  my  vote  in 
favour  of  the  Bill ;  that  on  this  subject  I  am 
capable  of  rising  to  any  heighb  of  patriotism, 
and,  if  necessary,  I  am  prepar^  on  behalf  of  the 
country  to  shed  the  last  drop  of  my  brother's 
blood,  feeling  it  a  source  of  satisfaction  that  the 
existence  of  the  Legislative  Council  is  by  no 
means  in  danger  by  passing  this  Bill,  and  that 
the  short  tenure  of  existence  that  I  am  asked  to 
grant  to  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  is 
not  asked  to  be  applied  to  this  Council. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KEYN0LD3.— I  shall  oppose 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill.  I  do  not  believe 
for  a  single  moment  that  it  is  wanted  by  a  third, 
a  fourth,  or  a  fifth  of  the  constituencies  of  the 
colony.  I  think  the  cry  has  been  merely  got  up, 
along  with  a  great  deal  more  that  was  said 
at  the  ]at«  elections  about  a  liberal  policy,  for 
party  purposes.  I  hold  that  it  is  not  a  liberal 
policy — that  it  will  have  the  very  opposite  eflect 
to  that  of  a  liberal  policy.  "Why,  Sir,  supposing 
this  Bill  is  passed,  and  we  have  elections  every 
three  years,  it  will  be  almost  impossible  for  any 
but  very  wealthy  men  to  contest  elections.  We 
know  perfectly  well  that  elections  are  now  becom- 
ing very  costly  ;  that  members  have  to  travel 
over  very  large  districts,  and  that  the  mere  ex- 
pense of  travelling  forms  a  very  considerable  item 
in  the  cost  of  a  contested  election.  If  elections 
take  place  every  three  years,  the  cost  to  candi- 
dates and  the  colony  will  be  considerable,  and 
candidates  will  be  kept  almost  continually  travel- 
ling about  to  secure  their  return.  I  think  we  in 
this  Council  are  in  a  far  better  position  to  judge 
as  to  whether  it  is  advisable  to  have  triennial 
Parliaments  than  the  other  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature, many  of  the  members  of  which  no  doubt 
at  the  late  elections  hastily  assented  to  the  prin- 
ciple.   There  is  no  doubt  that  at  the  recent  elec- 
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tions  this  was  held  out  as  a  great  liberal  measure 
that  ought  to  be  passed ;  but,  nevertheless,  I 
believe  that  a  large  majority  of  the  electors — 
those  who  have  given  the  subject  full  considera- 
tion— are  thoroughly  opposed  to  it.  I  should  be 
the  last  to  wish  to  interfere  with  matters  con- 
nected exclusively  with  the  other  Chamber,  and 
would  only  do  so  when  I  was  convinced,  as  in 
this  case,  that  the  proposal  would,  if  carried  out, 
prove  a  great  public  calamity.  Besides,  triennial 
elections  will  involve  a  very  considerably  increased 
outlay.  I  would  like  the  Attorney -General,  when 
replying,  to  be  good  enough  to  state  what  the 
late  general  election  cost  the  colony.  I  have 
had  twenty-six  years'  experience,  and  have  "  gone 
through  the  mill."  For  twenty-four  years  I  vras 
elected  a  representative  of  the  people,  either  in 
the  Provincial  Council  or  in  the  General  Assem- 
bly, and  I  have  seen  the  effect  of  new  membert 
conting  into  a  legislative  body.  The  first  session 
they  are  useless  ;  the  second  session  they  are  just 
commencing  to  pick  up  a  knowledge  of  their 
duties ;  and  if,  after  the  third  session,  they  are  to 
go  to  the  country,  the  result  will  be  that  they 
will  have  to  speak  to  their  constituents  througn 
Uatuardf  witn  a  view  to  being  returned  again. 
Hitherto  the  Parliaments  have  seldom  bsted 
beyond  four  sessions,  and  I  think  it  is  far  better 
to  leave  matters  as  they  are  at  present.  As  far 
as  I  am  concerned,  I  am  thoroughly  opposed  to 
the  Bill,  although,  having  paired  with  the  Hon. 
Colonel  Whitmore,  I  shall  not  be  able  to  vote 
against  it  on  this  occasion. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL.— I  think 
the  Council  will  probably  feel  some  little  regret 
that,  on  the  occasion  of  the  discussion  of  the  first 
of  the  measures  which  were  to  illustrate  the 
"  grand  liberal  policy  "  of  the  late  Government, 
we  shotdd  not  nave  the  advantage  of  the  advo- 
cacy of  the  honorable  and  gallant  Colonel  Whit- 
more, whose  duty  and  peculiar  privilege  it  would 
have  been  to  show  the  Council  the  advantaees 
to  be  gained  by  such  a  measure  as  this,  and  the 
claims  which  it  may  have  to  be  called  a  truly 
liberal  and  progressive  measure.  For  my  own 
part,  I  reganl  the  absence  of  the  honorable  and 
gallant  gentleman  with  a  peculiar  regret,  because, 
having  watched  his  political  career  for  so  many 
} ears,  and  having  seen  the  great  pride  with  which 
he  took  occasion,  on  the  formation  of  the  Gorem- 
ment  of  which  he  was  a  member,  to  declare  that 
the  Government  was  a  conservative  one,  not  in- 
tending in  any  way  to  change  any  of  the  funda- 
mental principles  of  the  Constitution,  it  would 
have  been  a  matter  of  very  great  gratification  to 
nie  to  have  heard  why  the  conservative  opinions 
which  I  always  thought  the  honorable  and  gallant 
gentleman  held  in  common  with  me,  and  which 
he  took  such  pains  to  enforce  while  in  opposition 
in  this  Council,  had  so  suddenly  taken  so  opposite 
a  turn.  And  I  should  like  particularly  to  have 
heard  from  him,  with  reference  to  the  Triennial 
Legislative  Council  Bill  which  was  introduced  the 
other  day  into  the  House  of  Representatives  by 
the  honorable  gentleman  who  was  at  the  head  of 
the  late  Government,  how  it  came  to  be  proposed 
by  Sir  George  Grey  when  in  opposition — tor  of 
course  it  cannot  be  auppoted  that  a  measure  of 
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that  sort  had  not  been  considered  fiillj  in  all  its 
bearings  by  the  late  Government  during  the  time 
it  held  office — and  whj  it  did  not  also  form  one 
of  the  cardinal  measures  in  the  grand  liberal 
policy  which  the  late  QoTemment  enunciated  at 
the  beginning  of  last  session.  It  is  ever,  Sir,  the 
peculiar  function  of  the  second  Chamber  in  any 
ijegislature  to  restrain  hasty  legislation  upon 
any  revolutionary  proposals  which  may  be  made ; 
and  therefore  I  do  not  think  that  the  House  of 
Representatives  would  have  any  reason  to  com- 
plain that  the  Legislative  Council  were  interfer- 
ing with  its  right  to  determine  such  subjects 
itself,  if  we  said  on  the  present  occasion  that 
we  should  like  to  see  the  country  take  a  little 
more  time  before  pledging  itself  to  so  great 
and  radical  a  change.  I  should  therefore  nave 
been  veir  glad  if  there  had  been  an  opportunity 
of  recording  my  own  vote  in  the  sense  in  which 
I  propose  to  address  a  few  observations  to  the 
Council.  But  I  acknowledge  at  once  that  the 
extremely  moderate  and  conciliatory  speech  with 
which  the  Attorney-General  introduced  this  mea- 
sure will  probably  go  far,  as  it  ought,  towards 
reconciling  such  differences  of  opinion  as  exist  in 
the  Council,  and,  at  any  rate,  inducing  members 
to  refrain  from  dividing  in  opposition  to  the  mea- 
sure, or  from  doing  anything  which  might  bo  held 
to  be  embarrassing  to  the  Government ;  for  I 
allow  it  must  always  be  a  very  great  embarrass- 
ment to  any  Government  to  take  up,  in  the  way 
the  present  GoTernment  has  done,  the  policy  and 
the  measures  of  its  predecessors  in  office.  It 
cannot  be  supposed  that  it  will  often  happen, 
and  it  certainly  does  not  happen  in  this  instance, 
that  the  country  can  place  any  rery  great  reliance 
upon  the  faith  which  the  Government  has  in  the 
''liberal"  measures  of  its  predecessors.'  This  is  all 
the  more  apparent,  because  we  may  say  to  our- 
selves— and  the  cheers  which  followed  some  allu- 
sion to  the  subject  just  now  showed  pretty  plainly 
the  view  which  honorable  members  in  this  Coun- 
cil entertain  with  regard  to  the  matter  —  that, 
although  the  House  of  Eepresentatives  have 
passed  tbis  measure,  we  know  rery  well  that  only 
a  very  small  proportion  of  the  members  of  that 
House  believe  in  it.  Many  members  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  would  not  be  at  all  sorry  if  an 
opportunity  were  given  to  the  country  to  recon- 
sider the  position  in  which  the  Bill  should  stand 
this  session.  But  the  opinion  of  the  Government 
being  so  decidedly  to  the  effect  that  it  will  be 
better  to  pass  this  Bill,  I  shall  content  myself  by 
stating  in  as  few  words  as  possible  the  reasons 
why  I  think  it  is  fundamentally  wrong.  The  true 
reason  for  triennial  Parliaments  was  succinctly 
put  by  the  Attorney-General  of  the  Grey  Ministry, 
who  preceded  my  honorable  friend  opposite  in 
the  office  he  now  holds,  when  the  Triennial  Par- 
liaments Bill  was  brought  before  the  House  last 
year ;  and  it  is  because  the  opinions  then  ex- 
pressed by  Mr.  Stout  carry  us  to  the  core  of  the 
agitation  in  favour  of  this  Bill  which  was  got  up 
aU  over  the  country,  that  I  should  like  to  Quote 
his  words  : — 

"As  to  the  question  of  delegation  or  representa- 
tion, I  do  not  think  there  is  much  in  that,  because 
I  find,  in  all  Parliaments  —  this  Parliament,  of  ' 
Son.  Sir  F.  DiUon  Bell 


course,  included — that  there  is  a  danger  of  mem- 
bers being  swayed  by  certain  cliques  which,  when 
any  measure  affecting  their  interests  is  proposed, 
get  up  an  agitation.  I  believe  that  if  we  had 
more  frequent  references  to  the  people,  and  less 
to  the  powerful  interests  in  the  colony,  we  should 
hare  far  better  legislation  than  we  now  have." 

There  lies  the  whole  secret  of  the  agitation  of 
a  measure  like  this.  It  is  the  belief  which  ad- 
mittedly exists  in  the  minds  of  the  leaders  of 
liberal  opinion  in  this  country,  as  it  exists  in  the 
minds  of  the  leaders  of  liberal  opinion  wherever 
this  measure  has  been  advocated,  that  there  is  no 
difference  between  delegation  and  representation. 
That  is  their  whole  case.  But  the  Council  will 
allow  me  to  read  a  few  words  on  the  other  side, 
so  tersely  put  that  it  expresses  my  views  better 
than  I  could  express  them  myself.  This  is  what 
Mr.  Gisbome  said  :  — 

"  I  certainly  cannot  agree  with  the  Attorney- 
General  (Mr.  Stout)  that  the  distinction  between 
representation  and  delegation  is  a  matter  of  no 
moment.  Representation  is  the  kejrstone  of  the 
English  Constitution.  The  principle  is,  that  a 
member  of  Parliament  should  be  the  representa- 
tive of  the  whole  people,  and  not  merely  the 
delegate  of  a  district :  and  it  is  the  obserrance 
of  tliat  principle  which  is  most  conducive  to  the 
freedom  of  the  people,  because  there  is  not  onlj 
a  tyranny  of  monarchs  to  be  dreaded,  there  is 
also  to  be  dreaded  the  tyranny  of  mobs.  At 
times  the  demagogue  is  even  more  to  be  dreaded 
than  tlie  despot :  and  the  very  essence  of  the 
Constitution  is  to  impose  such  a  check  that  we 
shall  not  fall  into  either  extreme.  If  we  wish 
our  Parliament  to  represent  the  people,  we  must 
preserve  that  principle,  which  has  been  the  cause 
of  the  British  Constitution  being  not  only  the 
glory  of  the  world,  but  the  truest  guardian  of 
public  liberty." 

There  lies  the  root  of  my  objection  to  this  pro- 
posal. Wherever  you  have  had  triennial  Parlia- 
ments established,  and  in  America,  where  you 
have  the  biennial  system,  you  have  had  a  signal 
proof  that  the  principle  of  delegation — whidi  I 
do  not  deny  has  its  advantages  in  some  public 
bodies  —  strikes  at  tbe  root  of   parliamentary 

fovernment  and  responsible  government.  The 
fon.  Mr.  Waterhouse  has  oall^  attention  to  the 
undesirableness,  in  a  country  like  this,  of  com- 
pelling members  to  go  too  often  to  their  consti- 
tuents. In  a  country  like  Australia,  where  there 
are  large  metropolitan  cities,  and  where  public 
business  is  directed,  regulated,  and  changed 
from  the  centres  of  population,  there  may  be 
advantages  in  the  system;  and  there  may  be 
advantages  even  in  a  country  like  the  American 
States,  in  a  frequent  relegation  of  members  to 
their  constituents:  but  it  is  not  so  here,  where 
the  mode  in  which  the  various  settlements  were 
founded,  the  character  of  the  people,  the  diversity 
of  their  wants,  the  peculiarity  of  their  relations 
to  each  other  in  so  many  instances,  and,  abore 
all,  the  present  and  certainly  future  want  of  a 
metropolitan  city — for  we  shall  never  see  that  in 
New  Zealand — have  made  it  impossible  for  any- 
thing like  a  settled  public  opinion  to  exist  in  the 
country.    What  now  most  strikes  members  when 
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they  first  ent^r  the  House  of  BepresentatiTes  F 
It  is  the  ignorance  which  exists  among  them- 
selves  of  the  wants  and  requirements  of  anj  part 
of  the  colony  except  the  particular  part  embraced 
in  the  constituency  they  represent.  It  is  seldom 
that  members  meet  together  at  any  other  time ; 
they  lia?e  little  in  common  with  each  other ;  and  I 
helievo  if  you  adopt  this  Bill  you  will  make  it  more 
difficult  than  it  is  now  for  members  of  the  House 
of  Bepresentatives  to  make  themseWes  acquainted 
with  the  wants  of  the  country  at  large.  I  dearly 
Talue,  Sir,  all  that  is  included  in  the  system  of 
parliamentary  and  responsible  goTemment.  I 
belieTe  members  have  a  high  function  in  it,  and  a 
solemn  duty,  which  can  only  be  properly  per- 
formed when  no  fear  of  their  constituents  fills 
the  minds  of  the  represeutatiyes  of  the  people. 
If  you  make  members  feel  that  they  have  very 
little  freedom,  that  they  have  no  time  for  study, 
that  from  the  very  day  they  enter  upon  their 
duty  down  to  the  last  day  they  will  be  under 
the  lash  of  agitators  and  demagogues  who  must 
always  lead,  and  may  sometimes  properly  lead, 
public  opinion  in  their  districts,  you  will  find 
that  you  will  kill  true  political  life,  and  that  the 
New  Zealand  Parliament  will  sink  to  the  same 
level  as  parliamentary  life  has  sunk  to  in  the 
Australian  group.  I  know  of  nothing  more  in- 
teresting than  the  expressions  of  opinion  from 
travellers  who  have  first  come  to  New  Zealand 
and  then  visited  the  otiier  colonies,  or  who  have 
gone  to  Australia  and  then  vii^ited  New  Zealand, 
and  who  have  heard  the  debates  in  the  several 
Parliaments.  I  have  had  the  advantage  of  dis- 
cussing this  with  a  great  number  of  travellers, 
and  I  do  not  remember  a  single  case  in  which 
they  did  not  allow  that  the  tone,  temper,  and 
character  of  the  debates  in  the  New  Zealand  Par- 
liament created  a  very  favourable  opinion  in  their 
minds  as  compared  with  the  tone,  temper,  and 
character  of  the  discussions  in  the  Parliaments 
of  the  other  colonies.  For  my  own  part  I  have 
always  attributed  the  difierence  chiefly  to  the 
fact  that  we  have  had  problems  to  deal  with 
calling  for  the  exercise  of  more  statesmanship, 
and  that  the  subjects  which  are  discussed  in  the 
Parliaments  of  Australia  are  of  a  more  municipal 
chamoter  than  those  which  we  have  to  do  with  in 
this  Parliament:  but  it  must  also  be  attributed, 
I  think,  to  the  freedom  from  responsibility  to  the 
constituents,  and  a  power  of  exercising  an  inde- 
pendent judgment,  which  a  five  years  tenure  of 
office  has  given  to  our  members.  If  we  are  to 
have  good  laws,  we  must  give  members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  a  sufficient  time  for 
study  of  the  things  which  lie  at  the  source  of  all 
wise  legislation  in  every  community.  I  believe 
that  by  passing  this  Bill  you  will  destroy  that. 
You  will  have  a  system  in  which  the  demagogue 
of  the  day  will  hold  a  power  he  haa  never  yet 
possessed.  Instead  of  considering  the  subjects 
which  are  before  the  House  with  patient  care, 
you  wiU  see  the  same  course  of  hurried  legislation 
and  thoughtless  action,  examples  of  which  we 
have  before  us  in  the  Parliaments  of  other  colo- 
nies. I  firmly  believe  you  will  bring  down  the 
Honse  of  Bepresentatives  to  a  much  lower  tone 
thi^n  it  has  now.    You  will  do  no  possible  service 


to  the  constituencies  who  are  eagerly  asking  for 
this  change.  I  say,  eagerly  asking;  but  I  say. 
without  fear  of  contradiction,  that  they  do  not 
know  the  measure  they  are  asking  for,  and  do  not 
care  whether  it  is  granted  or  not.  The  agitation 
that  has  been  allowed  to  spring  up  has  arisen 
from  the  constituencies  being  assured  so  often 
that  they  would  be  able  to  take  a  larger  and  more 
intelligent  part  in  the  legislation  of  the  country 
if  they  were  only  allowed  to  return  members 
more  frequently  than  in  the  past.  But,  on  the 
contrary,  I  say  they  will  take  a  less  intelligent 
part :  the  patient  deliberation  on  the  part  of  the 
people  which  is  most  necessary  in  the  choice  of 
representatives  in  Parliament  will  be  lost,  and 
the  only  thing  which  will  be  seen  at  the  hustings 
will  be  the  success  of  those  who  appeal  to  the 
passions  of  the  mob,  instead  of  to  the  intelligence 
and  good  sense  of  the  people.  I  look  upon  the 
question  of  expense  as  comparatively  of  secondary 
consideration.  Yet  it  is  a  thing  not  to  be  lightly 
considered  when  we  know  that  in  the  election 
which  has  just  taken  place  not  less  than  £80,000 
was  squandered.  In  constituency  after  constitu- 
ency many  a  candidate  must  have  spent  from 
£500  to  £1,000,  whether  he  won  or  lost  his  elec- 
tion. This  often-recurring  charge  will  tend  not 
only  to  discourage  candidates  and  limit  the  choice 
of  the  electors,  as  the  Hon.  the  Attorney-General 
I  himself  admitted,  but,  so  far  from  multiplying 
I  candidates  of  the  liberal  class,  who  will  repre- 
I  sent  more  clearly  the  people  themselves,  the  cer- 
tain effect  will  be  to  place  the  representation  in 
the  hands  either  of  reckless  demagogues  trading 
I  upon  the  passions  of  the  electors,  or  in  the  hands 
.  of  the  rich  man  whose  money  will  buy  his  votes. 
!  In  vain  will  you  pass  Bribery  Acts,  in  vain  will 
I  you  pass  Disqualification  Acts,  to  purify  the  Par-' 
j  liament.  There  is  only  one  means  by  which  you 
can  make  your  Parliament  pure  and  wise,  and 
that  is,  by  sending  members  to  it  who  are  inde- 
pendent of  the  passions  and  fickle  changes  of  the 
day,  and  by  allowing  them  a  reasonable  time  to 
learn  for  themselves  what  is  the  true  and  high 
function  of  legislation.  And,  although  I  am  not 
going  to  offer  any  opposition  to  the  Bill,  I  could 
not  allow  it  to  go  through  without  recording  my 
conviction  that,  instead  of  its  being  a  liberal 
measure,  it  is  on  the  contrary  a  retrogressive  one ; 
and  that,  instead  of  ite  being  advantageous  to 
public  life,  it  will  lead  to  a  deterioration  of  it, 
and  to  a  diminution  of  that  interest  in  publio 
affairs  and  that  devotion  to  the  publio  welfare 
which  have  hitherto  distinguished  our  publio 
men. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE.— Sir,  it  appears  to  me 
that  the  essence  of  good  sense  on  the  part  of  a 
third  party  is  to  know  when  he  can  judiciously 
interfere  between  the  principals  in  a  matter  in 
dispute.  It  is  never  wise,  we  know,  to  interfere 
between  man  and  wife,  and,  as  in  this  case 
the  constituencies  represent  the  man  and  the 
House  of  Representatives  the  wife,  and  they  have 
settled  the  matter  between  them,  we  cannot  judi- 
ciously interfere.  It  is  on  that  account  I  do  not 
intend  to  offer  any  opposition  to  this  measure. 
For  my  own  part  I  think,  if  bodies  politic  are  to 
have  severe  ailments,  it  is  just  as  well  that  they 
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should  get  them  when  they  are  young.  Appa- 
rently we  are  bound  to  catch  all  the  ailments 
possible  to  bodies  politic,  and  it  is  better  that  we 
should  have  them  in  oar  pristine  joutb.  I  hare 
no  doubt  we  shall  recorer  from  them.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  tbe  passage  of  this  Bill  by  the 
House  of  RepresentatiTCs  was  an  act  of  folly,  and 
I  hare  also  little  doubt  that  the  good  sense 
of  the  country  is  so  great  that  that  act  of  folly 
will  be  repaired  by  the  repeal  of  the  Bill 
within  the  course  of  the  next  fire  years.  The 
Bill  is  simply  the  product  of  the  vicious  activity 
of  our  late  Premier,  Sir  George  Grey,  and  is 
passed  in  the  interests  of  the  publicans  and  the 
rresB.  Well,  Sir,  since  the  state  of  our  society  is 
BO  abnormally  bad  as  to  allow  the  publicans  and 
the  Press  to  predominate  in  the  direction  of 
legislation  affecting  the  Constitution,  society  must 
be  left  to  regulate  these  matters  by  such  laws 
as  will  repair  the  loss  it  has  entailed  upon  itself. 
After  all,  nothing  is  so  important  as  that  we 
should  settle  the  trumpery  agitation  of  the  hour. 
This  spurious  Liberal  agitation  has  to  be  laid,  for 
until  we  have  laid  this  particular  devil  we  shall 
not  have  any  proper  leisure  to  devote  to  the  ordi- 
nary administration  of  the  affairs  of  government. 
There  is  a  large  proportion  of  people  in  the  colony 
who  take  no  really  sound  inf  erest  in  public  offairs, 
and  unless  you  burst  the  bubble  of  the  time  you 
cannot  expect  to  be  able  lo  devote  your  attention 
to  the  business  of  the  day.  We  must  concentrate 
our  energies  upon  the  business  of  the  day,  and  in 
order  to  do  so  we  must  accept  tho^^e  collateral 
miseries  which  the  passing  of  certain  Bills  entails. 
My  own  opinion  is  that  the  colony  will  survive 
these  political  errors.  Anybody  who  is  compe- 
tent to  think  or  to  reason  upon  the  matter  must 
see  that  a  triennial  Parliament  it  politically  of 
no  advantage  to  the  country,  seeing  that  at  any 
moment  the  Governor  of  the  colony  can  grant 
a  dissolution,  and  seeing  that  the  Governor  of 
the  colony  may  grant  a  dissolution  at  a  time 
when  the  common  sense  of  the  public  in  general 
is  distinctly  against  the  policy  of  such  a  cour.^e. 
Seeing  that  we  have  an  outside  judge — an  august 
person  who  is  perfectly  impartial,  and  who,  as  a 
rule,  does  not  care  in  the  least  about  the  fever  of 
the  moment — to  decide  whether  a  Parliament 
has  endured  long  enough  or  not,  no  necessity 
©an  exist  for  a  Triennial  Parliaments  Bill.  We 
could  not  have  a  stronger  evidence  of  that  fact 
than  the  dissolution  which  was  granted  by  His 
Excellency  Sir  Hercules  Robinson,  contrary  to 
the  expectation  of  the  shrewdest  politicians  on 
both  sides  of  this  House.  It  may  be  that  their 
view  was  an  inaccurate  view.  If  so,  it  only  shows 
that  the  exercise  of  such  a  power  by  such  an 
authority  is  strong  evidence  of  the  absence  of 
necessity  for  a  measure  of  (his  kind.  There 
is  no  doubfc,  further,  that  there  is  an  infinity  of 
force  in  the  contention  that  the  essence  of  our 
Constitution  is  involved  in  the  fact  that  mem- 
bers of  Parliament  are  not  delegates,  and  that, 
ii^  order  to  correct  the  danger  of  their  not  being 
delegates,  a  power  is  placed  in  the  bands  of 
the  Governor  of  granting  a  dissolution.  There 
is  seen  the  true  poise  and  counterpoise  of  the 
British  Constitution.  I  do  not  think  we  ihall  see 
Son.  Dr.  Grace 


this  country  endanger  the  principle  of  the  Consti- 
tution as  the  result  of  the  adoption  of  any  measure 
of  this  kind.  I  do  not  think  it  will,  because  I 
always  rely  with  confidence  on  the  good  sense  of 
the  people,  and  I  do  so  because  in  this  country 
we  have  not  any  large  city  population.  It  is 
t<»  the  common  sense,  the  conservative  feeling,  of 
the  agricultural  people  that  we  have  to  look  for 
the  safety  of  the  colony ;  and  to  their  good  sense 
we  look  for  the  remedying  of  the  evils  of  hasty 
legislation.  Briefly,  I  accept  the  measure  because, 
at  this  period,  I  think  it  is  a  wise  thing  to  allay  all 
dissensions.  I  accept  it,  furthermore,  because  it 
is  absolutely  necessary  for  us  just  now  to  afford  no 
reason  to  another  branch  of  the  Legislature  or  to 
the  colony  in  general  to  turn  away  its  attention 
from  the  financial  position  of  the  colony,  which 
requires  the  concentrated  attention  of  all  its 
people. 

Tlie  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES.— Several  members 
have  expressed  their  strong  dislike  to  this  Bill, 
and  in  somewhat  severe  terms ;  but  I  am  unable 
to  discover  any  very  serious  objections  to  it, 
except  two,  and  to  one  of  these  I  attach  no 
importance.  The  objection  as  to  the  expense 
seems  to  me  to  be  the  only  real  objection.  I  do 
not  at  all  agree  with  the  Hon.  Sir  Dillon  Bell 
that  the  frequency  of  the  elections  would  tend 
to  make  the  members  of  the  other  House  mere 
delegates,  and  thereby  lower  the  character  and 
tone  of  the  House.  I  am  quite  unable  to  accede 
to  such  a  view.  Let-  us  consider  what  delegates 
are,  and  what  members  of  the  Assembly  ought  to 
do.  Should  they  not  do  what  their  constituents 
desire  them  to  do  ?  Do  members  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  holding  a  certain  set  of  opin- 
ions, deliberately  declare  opinions  of  a  different 
character  in  order  to  catch  the  votes  of  the 
people,  and  then  give  expression  to  totally  dif- 
ferent principles  after  they  have  been  elected? 
I  think  not.  I  apprehend  that  the  invariable 
rule  is,  that  those  who  seek  to  .be  elected  mem- 
bers of  the  House  of  Representatives  truly  declare 
the  sentiments  and  opinions  they  hold,  and  that 
the  constituencies  whose  suffrages  they  solicit 
select  them  according  to  the  con«onance  of  the 
views  of  the  candidate  with  their  own.  It  does 
not  follow,  because  the  views  of  the  representa- 
tive are  in  harmony  with  those  of  his  consti- 
tuents, that  any  one  is  entitled  to  call  him  a 
mere  delegate.  On  the  othei*  hand,  I  apprehend 
that,  if  the  reasoning  of  my  honorable  friend  Sir 
Dillon  Bell  were  pushed  to  the  extreme,  and 
if  the  value  of  the  services  of  members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  were  to  be  measured  in 
direct  ratio  with  their  independence — that  seems 
to  be  the  honorable  gentleman's  idea  of  the  model 
representative — the  position  of  the  representative, 
on  that  theory,  would  be  that  he  would  be,  like 
ourselves,  elected  for  life.  If  the  duration  of  his 
tenure  of  his  seat  is  to  be  the  measure  of  his  sense 
of  independence,  then  the  longer  that  tH?rm  en- 
dures the  greater  will  be  his  independence.  I 
think  the  experience  of  the  future  will  be  the 
experience  of  the  past — that  men  will  be  elected 
for  the  opinions  they  declare  on  the  hustings, 
and  which  they  are  known  to  entertain.  Also  in 
many  instances  men  will  be  elected  for  their  high 
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personal  character,  although  their  yiews  might 
not  in  every  respect  harmonize  with  the  yiews  of 
their  oonstituents.  I  do  not  agree  with  the  yiews 
expressed  by  more  than  one  honorable  member, 
that  new  members  require  a  considerable  amount 
of  training  before  they  are  competent  to  take  part 
in  the  business  of  the  Legislature.  If  we  apply 
that  rule  to  our  own  Chamber,  do  we  find  that 
my  honorable  friend  the  Attorney- General  has 
experienced  any  difficulty  in  falling  into  the  con- 
duct of  the  business  of  the  Goyernment  ?  No  doubt 
honorable  members  require  some  experience,  but 
no  one  can  haye  failed  to  notice  that  the  new  mem- 
bers— who  form  rather  a  largo  portion  of  the  new 
House — take  up  the  running  in  a  yery  creditable 
manner.  I  think  the  desire  of  the  constituencies 
has  been  so  unequivocally  expressed  in  favour 
of  the  shortening  of  the  duration  of  Parliaments, 
and  the  House  of  Kepresentatives  have  so  exactly 
embodied  that  feeling  in  the  Bill  before  us,  that 
we  should  receive  it  in  a  proper  spirit.  No 
honorable  member  has  shown  that  it  can  do  any 
possible  harm.  The  only  diilerence  is  this  :  that 
the  Parliament,  instead  of  extending  over  five 
years,  will  extend  over  three  years ;  and  I  do  not 
see  anything  very  revolutionary  in  that.  I  am 
satisfied  that  it  will  be  an  unqualified  boon,  for 
the  reason  that  it  will  bring  the  representatives 
of  the  people  in  Parliament  more  frequently  face 
to  face  with  their  constituents,  so  tliat  they  may 
be  made  fully  alive  to  the  wants  and  wishes  of 
their  constituents  ;  and  to  carry  out  the  views  of 
the  country  in  Parliament  is,  I  apprehend,  the 
main  object  sought  to  be  attained  by  the  repre- 
sentative syst«m.  I  should  regret  that  any 
action  taken  in  this  Council  should  throw  any 
obstruction  in  the  way  of  dealing  with  a  measure 
which  more  nearly  concerns  the  other  branch  of 
the  Legiclature,  and,  failing  to  see  that  the  pass- 
ing of  this  measure  could  be  in  anyway  injurious, 
I  give  my  hearty  concurrence  to  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER.— Sir,  it  appears  to 
me  that  in  reality  no  suflflcient  reasons  have  been 
giyen  for  the  passage  of  a  measure  like  this.  It 
has  been  stated  that  one  of  the  principal  reacons 
of  those  who  strongly  advocate  the  passage  of 
this  measure  is  that  members  of  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives  ought  to  be  brought  more  fre- 
quently face  to  face  with  their  constituents.  That 
appears  to  me  to  be  a  very  weak  reason,  in  the 
time  in  which  we  live.  It  cannot  be  shown  (hat 
there  is  any  want  of  influence  brought  to  bear  on 
members  by  the  various  constituencies.  It  may 
have  been  the  case  in  the  state  of  things  which 
existed  when  triennial  Parliaments  were  the  law  in 
the  mother-country,  when  it  took  a  long  time  for 
the  constituency  of  any  member  to  ascertain  what 
measures  were  being  passed  and  what  were  his 
views,  and  when  it  was  very  difficult  to  commu- 
nicate with  him.  But  at  the  present  time,  with 
the  electric  telegraph  and  with  the  rapid  and  easy 
communication  by  steam,  and  when  public  meet- 
ings are  got  up  with  such  ense,  I  do  not  think  it 
can  be  said  that  sufficient  influence  is  not  brought 
to  bear  upon  any  member  by  his  constituency. 
On  the  contrary,  if  there  is  anything  to  bo  said 
about  it,  there  is  frequently  too  much  influence 
brought  to  bear  upon  members.     I  have  heard 


it  said  that  this  Bill  will  set  at  rest  the  difficult 
question  of  dissolutions  of  Parliament.  I  do  not 
think  that  is  a  sufficient  reason  for  passing  a 
measure  of  this  kind.  I  think  there  are  many 
stronger  arguments  against  it  than  there  are  for 
it.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  what  has  been 
urged  in  this  debate — as  in  all  other  debates 
that  have  taken  place  upon  this  measure — about 
expense  is  strictly  true.  If  honorable  members 
will  take  the  trouble  to  refer  to  the  debate  which 
took  place  in  the  House  of  Commons  in  the 
year  1716,  when  the  Septennial  Bill  was  passed, 
which  repealed  the  Triennial  Act,  they  will  find 
that  the  principal  reason  for  repealing  the  Tri- 
ennial Act  was  the  great  expense  of  elections. 
The  fact  of  the  matter  is  that  this  measure  has 
been  twice  tried  in  the  parliamentary  history 
of  England,  and  it  has  twice  failed.  Triennial 
Parliaments  were  first  introduced  in  England  in 
the  year  164>1,  but  the  law  was  broken  through 
by  the  Long  Parliament.  It  was  then  repealed 
in  1664.  In  1694  a  Triennial  Parliaments  Act 
was  again  passed,  but  was  repealed  in  1716 :  so 
that  it  was  only  twenty -two  years  in  existence. 
In  1716,  member  after  member  in  the  House  of 
Commons  urged  the  great  expense  of  elections  as 
a  reason  why  the  Act  should  be  r^ealed,  and 
that,  I  believe,  was  the  principal  reason  why  the 
Septennial  Bill  was  passed.  For  more  than  one 
hundred  and  fifty  years  the  Triennial  Act  has 
been  a  dead-letter,  and  I  am  not  aware  that 
there  has  ever  been  any  great  attempt  to  bring 
it  into  operation  again.  There  is  another  strong 
reason  against  the  Bill.  It  will  have  a  great 
tendency  to  destroy  independence  of  thought 
on  the  part  of  members.  I  am  one  of  those 
persons  who  think  that  it  is  a  great  benefit  to 
the  country  that  men  who  are  returned  to  repre- 
sent the  people  should  be  allowed  to  think  for 
themselves  —  that  they  should  not  be  in  Parlia- 
ment merely  in  order  to  express  what  their  con- 
stituents think.  I  do  not  say  that  that  is  not 
the  essence  of  representation  :  of  course  it  is.  But 
I  think  it  is  calculated  to  produce  no  benefit 
upon  the  community  at  large  that  members  should 
have  the  will  of  the  constituencies  held  perpetu- 
ally in  terrorem  over  them.  Another  objection 
is,  that  it  will  produce  a  sort  of  ))olitical  unre«t. 
There  will  be  no  peace.  I  cannot  possibly 
understand  what  advantage  it  can  be  to  any 
community  for  ever  and  ever  to  have  elections 
going  on.  As  it  is,  the  people  are  almost  as  well 
aware  of  what  is  going  on  in  Parliament  as  mem- 
bers themselves.  All  the  trnnsactions  of  Parlia- 
ment are  flashed  from  ono  end  of  the  country  to 
the  other  every  morning;  and  there  can  be  no 
sort  of  reason  for  bringing  members  face  to  faco 
with  their  constituents  so  rapidly.  How  this 
measure  has  got  included  in  what  is  called  the 
liberal  programme  of  this  country  is  certainly  to 
me  a  great  mystery.  Like  other  people,  I  have 
read  what  took  place  during  the  last  elections ; 
and  I  must  say  I  cannot  call  to  mind  any  occasion 
on  which  the  constituents  expressed  or  urged  any 
particular  reasons  for  their  desire  to  have  this 
measure ;  and  I  do  not  know  that  in  the  great 
majority  of  cases  they  did  more  than  merely  say, 
"  Oh,  yes  j  we  will  have  triennial  Parliaments." 
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There  seemed  to  be  some  charm  in  triennial  Par- 
liaments which  woa  to  convey  some  unknown  and 
indefinite  benefits.  What  thej  are  I  do  not 
believe  anybody  could  tell  you  ;  and  I  venture  to 
say  that,  if  the  people  were  asked  about  the  ques- 
tion, their  reasons  would  not  be  very  satisfactory. 
I  can  understand  that  there  was  a  period  in  the 
history  of  England  when  triennial  Parliaments 
were  of  some  value,  and  when  the  liberties  of  the 
people  were  really  to  a  certain  eitent  bound  up  in 
such  a  measure,  because  we  know  perfectly  well 
that  there  was  a  time  in  the  parliamentary  history 
of  the  Old  Country  when  the  ruling  power  was  con- 
fined to  a  few  families,  and  when  there  was  not 
that  sympathy  with  what  is  popularly  known  as 
reform  among  those  families  which  it  is  desirable 
should  exist.  I  can  understand  that,  in  such 
a  condition  of  things  as  that,  it  was  desirable 
there  should  be  triennial  Parliaments.  But  will 
anybody  say  that  such  a  state  of  things  exists  in 
New  Zealand  ?  Where  are  the  ruling  families  in 
this  country?  What  class  of  the  community  is 
excluded  from  Parliament,  or  from  entering  into 
that  arena  of  politics  in  which  any  man  can  rise 
to  the  highest  position  P  It  is  open  to  every  man 
in  this  country  to  obtain  the  highest  position, 
whether  he  be  a  landed  proprietor  or  whether  he 
be  an  artisan.  For  these  reasons  I  cannot  under- 
stand what  is  the  object  of  the  passage  of  this 
BRL  It  seems  to  me  to  bo  vox  et  praeterea  nihil. 
At  the  same  time,  I  agree  with  honorable  mem- 
bers who  say  that  the  House  of  Representatives 
has  a  right  to  pass  measures  affecting  the  repre- 
sentation of  the  country,  and  that,  to  a  certain 
extent,  we  are  not  so  directly  interested  in  this 
measure  as  they  are.  Therefore,  if  it  is  their  ex- 
press wish,  we  ought,  perhaps,  to  be  very  careful 
how  we  interfere.  Yet,  as  has  been  said  during 
this  debate,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  there  is 
scarcely  a  member  of  the  other  House  who  really 
cares  whether  the  Bill  is  passed  or  not.  I  believe 
that  if  the  Legislative  Council  were  to  discard 
those  delicate  feelings  about  interference — which 
I  admit  they  very  properly  entertain — and  alter 
the  Bill,  steering  the  happy  middle  couwe — medio 
tutissimus  ibis — by  simply  turning  it  into  a 
Quadrennial  Parliaments  Bill,  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives would  thank  us  very  much.  I  tlirow 
that  suggestion  out  to  any  hoi:. arable  member, 
and  I  shall  be  happy  to  hear  that  there  is  no 
objection  to  such  a  course.  I  do  not  believe  that 
it  would  be  received  with  any  great  objection.  I 
am  satisfied  that,  looking  to  the  real  interests  of 
the  country,  without  reference  to  party.  Liberal, 
Conserrative,  or  any  otiier  programmes,  triennial 
Parliaments  will  not  be  conducive  to  the  interests 
of  the  country.  We  all  have  our  own  intimate 
friends  amongst  members  of  the  other  House,  I 
am  happy  to  say,  and  I  hope  we  always  shall 
have;  and  we  know  perfectly  well  that  the  ex- 
pense of  the  late  elections  has  been  a  very  serious 
consideration  indeed,  and  in  times  of  depression 
like  the  present  very  few  people  have  been  able  to 
afford  it.  The  Hon.  Sir  Dillon  Bell  has  put  down 
the  expense  at  £80,000.  I  think  that  is  probably 
over  the  mark  j  but  I  think  it  has  cost  je30,000  or 
£40,000.  At  any  rate,  it  has  cost  a  great  deal  of 
money. 

Eon.  Mr.  Miller 


The  Hon.  Mr.  CHAMBEBLIN.— The  money 
has  been  circulated  in  the  colony. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER. —But  the  money 
circulated  out  of  your  own  pocket  does  not  do 
you  much  good.  I  will  not  detain  the  Council 
any  longer.  I  do  not  mean  to  take  up  the  posi- 
tion of  opposing  the  Bill ;  but  I  must  say  that  I 
shall  be  very  glad  indeed  to  hear  some  honorable 
member  who  does  believe  in  the  Bill  give  some 
good  reasons  for  passing  it. 

The  Hon.  Captain  ERASER.— Sir,  I  am  sorry 
I  cannot  give  those  reasons ;  but  I  must  compli- 
ment the  Council  upon  having  so  unanimously 
supported  the  policy  of  Sir  Q-eorge  Grey.  I  do 
not  believe  in  this  Bill.  I  do  not  consider  that 
it  is  a  liberal  measure.  I  believe  it  to  be  a  Tory 
Bill.  It  will  throw  the  whole  power  of  the  Par- 
liament into  the  hands  of  the  lich  classes  of  the 
community ;  and  therefore  I,  for  one,  should  I 
have  to  stand  alone  in  this  Council,  intend  to 
oppose  it.  I  have  heard  honorable  gentlemen 
quote  extracts  iu  support  of  this  measure.  I 
hope  the  Council  will  allow  me  to  read  a  short 
extract  from  a  speech  of  one  of  England's  great- 
est statesmen,  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  upon  the 
Septennial  Bill.  A.n  attempt  was  made  to  bring 
in  a  Triennial  Bill,  instead  of  the  Septenniiu 
Bill,  and  this  statesman  spoke  against  it.  He 
said, — 

"  That  triennial  elections  would  make  our  Go- 
vernment too  tedious  in  all  their  resolves  is  evi- 
dent ;  because,  in  such  case,  no  prudent  Adminis- 
tration would  ever  resolve  upon  any  measure  of 
consequence  till  they  had  felt,  not  only  the  pulse 
of  the  Parliament,  but  the  pulse  of  the  people. 
The  Ministers  of  State  would  always  labour 
under  this  disadvantage :  that,  as  secrets  of  State 
muAl  not  be  immediately  divulged,  their  enemies 
— and  '»neraies  they  will  always  have — would  have 
a  handL'  for  exposing  their  measures,  and  render- 
ing them  disagreeable  to  the  people,  and  thereby 
carrying,  perhaps,  a  new  election  against  them, 
before  they  could  have  an  opportunity  of  justify- 
ing their  measures  by  divulgiug  those  facts  and 
circumstances  from  whence  the  justice  and  the 
wisdom  of  their  measures  would  clearly  appear. 
Then  it  is  by  experience  well  known  that  what 
is  called  the  populace  of  every  country  are 
apt  to  be  too  much  elated  with  success,  and  too 
much  dejected  with  every  misfortune.  This 
makes  them  wavering  in  their  opinions  about 
affairs  of  State,  and  never  long  of  the  same  mind. 
And,  as  this  House  is  chosen  by  the  free  and 
unbiassed  voice  of  the  people  in  general,  if  this 
choice  was  so  often  renewed  we  might  expect 
that  this  House  would  be  as  wavering  and  as  un- 
steady as  the  people  usually  are.  And,  it  being 
impo!isible  to  carry  on  the  public  affairs  of  the 
nation  without  the  concurrence  of  this  House,  the 
Ministers  would  always  be  obliged  to  comply,  and 
consequently  would  be  obliged  to  change  their 
measures  as  often  as  the  people  changed  their 
minds." 

The  motion  for  repeal  was  rejected  by  a  large 
majority,  and  the  Bill  has  remained  untouchMi 
down  to  the  present  time.  Most  reflecting  men 
will  agree  with  Mr.  Macaulay,  that  "  the  repeal 
of  the  Septennial  Act,  uuacoompanied  by  a  oom- 
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plete  reform  of  tbo  constitution  of  the  elective 
bodj,  would  hare  been  an  unmixed  curse  to  the 
country."  That  is  the  opinion  of  one  of  our 
greatest  statesmen,  so  that  I  am  supported  in 
the  vote  that  I  am  about  to  give.  I  shall  oppose 
the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES.— I  haye  no  difficulty 
wbateTer  in  making  up  my  mind  as  to  the  course 
I  shall  pursue  iu  regard  to  this  Bill.  I  do  not 
believe  that  honorable  gentlemen  are  justified  in 
stating  or  warranted  in  assuming  that  honorable 
members  in  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature 
were  not  sincere  in  the  TOte  they  gave  on  this 
Bill.  It  was  supported  by  the  electors  through- 
out the  country  during  the  last  general  election, 
and  by  the  representatives  of  the  people  in  the 
other  House.  I  beliere  that  this  was  one  of  the 
burning  questions  that  hare  been  kept  before  tlie 
people  for  two  or  three  years;  and,  whether  rightly 
or  wrongly,  whether  the  public  understood  the 
question  thoroughly  or  not,  the  great  mass  of  the 
people  hare  made  up  their  minds  that  triennial 
Parliaments  are  desirable:  that  this  measure 
would  gire  them  more  command  over  the  action 
of  their  members,  who  would  thus  be  kept  more  in 
accord  with  the  feeling  of  the  electors.  Looking 
at  it  from  that  point  of  view,  I  feel  that  I  shall 
be  justified  in  voting  for  this  measure  in  its 
entirety.  We  have  been  told  by  the  Hon.  the 
Attorney- General  that  tliis  measure  passed  unani- 
mously the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKEB.— I  said  it  was 
oarried  without  a  division. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES.  — When  we  hear 
that,  and  when  on  looking  over  the  Bill  we  find 
that  there  is  nothing  objectionable  in  its  prin- 
ciples, I  tliink  we  should  bow  to  the  decision  of 
the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  and  pass  this 
Bill  without  question.  I  should  not  like  to  see 
a  single  syllable  or  letter  of  the  Bill  altered,  in 
order  that  it  may  go  back  to  the  other  House 
just  as  it  left  it.  Reference  has  been  made  to 
the  opinions  entertained  of  triennial  Farliamonts 
in  days  gone  by ;  but  it  is  a  singular  fact  tliat 
the  opinions  of  modem  statesmen  hare  not  been 
brought  forward  to  combat  the  Bill  now  before 
the  House.  My  honorable  friend  Mr.  Miller 
goes  back  to  the  dark  ages  —to  the  days  of  the 
Stuarts  ;  and  my  honorable  friend  Captain 
Fraser  has  cited  the  opinion  of  the  most  cor- 
rupt statesman  that  England  erer  produced.  I 
do  not  think  that,  in  either  case,  either  honor- 
able gentleman  was  happy  in  the  observations 
he  made.  Looking  at  the  Bill  from  a  colonial 
point  of  view,  the  only  objection  I  can  see  to 
it  is  that,  in  having  elections  so  frequently,  an 
additional  expense  would  doubtless  be  thrown 
upon  the  country ;  but  then,  to  counterbalance 
that,  my  impression  is  that,  with  the  prospect  of 
an  election  every  three  years,  we  should  scarcely 
erer  have  a  dissolution  during  the  continuance 
of  the  Parliament  ;  and  so,  in  my  opinion, 
the  expense  to  the  country  would  not  be  in- 
creased. Whatever  means  may  be  taken  to 
lessen  the  expense  of  elections,  this  &ct  still  re- 
mains :  that  money  vrili  be  spent.  And  money 
has  been  spent  more  freely  at  every  election  for 
the  last  few  years.     For  expenses  incurred  at 


the  last  general  election  one  honorable  member 
had  a  little  bill  sent  in  for  £1,100,  and  a  great 
many  other  members  spent  from  £400  to  £700 
or  £800  on  their  election.  That  certainly  is  a 
large  sum  to  pay,  but,  still,  that  is  for  the  repre- 
sentalires  themselves  to  consider.  I  think  it  is 
not  for  the  Legislative  Council  to  step  in  and 
try  to  remedy  what  certainly  may  be  looked  upon 
as  an  abuse  in  elections.  With  regard  to  liberty 
of  thought,  the  mere  fear  of  a  constituency 
should  not  influence  any  man's  independence. 
I  hare  been  the  representative  of  constituents  in 
two  or  three  Provincial  Councils,  and  my  consti- 
tuents never  gave  me  any  trouble  so  far  as  the 
free  expression  of  my  opinions  was  concerned. 
I  formed  my  own  opinions,  and  I  may  say  that 
my  constituents  were  generally  in  accord  witli  my 
views.  No  man  is  of  any  value  whatever  who  has 
not  the  courage  of  his  own  opinions.  I  think 
the  Council  would  do  well  to  accept  the  Bill  as  it 
now  stands,  because  it  has  the  approval  of  the 
people  in  another  place,  who  are  tlie  most  affected 
by  it,  and  because  it  also  has  the  approval  of  the 
country  as  expressed  at  the  last  general  election. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SCOTLAND.— Sir,  I  am  one  of 
those  who  do  believe  in  this  Bill.  It  has  been 
said  that  there  is  no  argument  that  can  be  ad- 
duced in  its  favour;  but  arguments  have  been 
from  time  to  time  adduced  in  favour  of  triennial 
Parliaments.  I  hold  in  mr  hand  tlie  opinion  of 
Richard  Cobden  on  triennial  Parliaments.  In 
one  of  his  speeches  he  says,  "  We  do  not  appoint 
people  to  be  our  stewards  in  private  life  for 
seven  years  ;  we  do  not  give  people  seven  years' 
control  over  our  property."  His  idea  was  that  a 
thii-d  of  the  members  should  be  balloted  out 
every  year,  so  that  at  the  end  of  three  years  they 
would  have  an  entirely  fresh  Parliament.  This 
Bill  has  been  called  radical  and  revolutionary. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FKASEB.— I  called  it  a 
Tory  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SCOTLAND.— Honorable  mem- 
bers who  say  so  seem  to  forget  that  the  very  firs^ 
measure  that  was  passed  in  England  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Parliaments  provided  that  they  should  be 
annual,  or  oftener  if  needs  be.  That  was  in  the 
time  of  Edward  I.  I  do  not  put  much  stress  on 
that,  for  it  is  well  known  that  Parliaments  were 
called  together  principally  or  solely  for  the  pur- 
pose of  getting  money  out  of  them.  It  is  quite 
certain  that  triennial  Parliaments  were  the  choice 
of  the  people  in  the  seventeenth  century.  They 
were  forced  upon  Charles  I. — at  a  time  of  great 
danger  they  were  forced  upon  a  reluctant  Mon- 
arch ;  and  the  reason  why  triennial  Parliaments 
failed  on  that  occasion  was  entirely  owing  to  the 
troublous  time  in  which  the  measure  was  intro- 
duced —  a  time  of  Civil  War.  Triennial  Par- 
liaments were  subverted  and  destroyed  by  his 
profligate  successor,  Charles  II.  In  1694  they 
were  the  choice  of  the  nation,  and  I  believe  that 
triennial  Parliaments  would  be  the  law  of  the 
land  at  this  day  in  England  had  they  not*  been 
destroyed  by  a  corrupt  Whig  aristocracy  artfully 
availing  themselves  of  the  panic  caused  by  the 
rebellion  of  1715  in  favour  of  the  Pretender. 
They  alleged  that  triennial  Parliaments  were 
expensive,  and  oaosed  confusion  in  the  country, 
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and  80  on  :  in  fact,  tbej  gave  the  reasons  against 
them  which  the  Attorney-General  gave  us  this 
afternoon.  The  Parliament  that  was  extended 
seren  years  actually  tried  to  prolong  its  existence,, 
but,  most  fortunately,  did  not  succeed.  In  1782, 
William  Pitt  the  younger,  when  ht  seriously  con- 
templated reforming  the  Parliament,  would  Tery 
likely  hare  endeavoured  to  bring  back  the  country 
to  triennial  Parliaments.  He  was  thwarted  by  the 
corrupt  ariatocracy,  who  gave  him  Tery  clearly  to 
understand  that  if  that  was  the  way  in  which  he 
was  going  to  govern  the  country  the  sooner  he 
took  himself  to  private  life  the  better.  It  did  not 
suit  them  to  give  back  what  was  of  such  a  great 
value  to  them,  and  by  means  of  which  they  could 
carry  on  so  proGtablo  a  trade  in  seats  for  rotten 
boroughs.  You  will  see,  in  a  "  Life  of  William 
Cobbett,"  advertisements  of  seats  for  sale.  In 
one  case,  "  The  advertiser  is  willing  to  give  £1,400 
a  year  for  a  seat  in  a  certain  Assembly."  But 
even  now  you  never  get  the  aristocracy  to  suggest 
anything  of  the  kind.  No.  Why  P  Because  they 
pay  such  prices  for  their  seats  that  they  are  deter- 
mined to  have  as  much  as  they  can  get  for  their 
money.  Well,  Sir,  I  think,  in  spite  of  what 
has  been  said  to*day,  the  members  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  are  better  judges  than  this 
Council  of  the  fitting  seasod  to  bring  forward  a 
measure  of  this  kind.  They  are  brought  more 
intimately  than  ourselves  into  contact  with  the 
people,  and  they  must  be  supposed  to  know  the 
feelings  of  the  people  on  the  subject.  If  they 
are  so  heroic,  and  so  sublime,  as  to  agree  to 
shorten  the  term  of  their  present  existence  to  two 
years  from  this  time,  then,  I  say,  I  will  not  bo 
one  to  oppose  what  I  consider  to  be  a  good  Bill. 
I  shall  therefore  vote  for  the  second  reading. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ACLAND.— Sir,  I  intend  t^) 
give  my  vote  in  support  of  this  measure.  I  must 
say  that  I  do  consider  it  a  measure  of  doubtful 
policy.  I  am  not  sure  that  it  is  so  urgently  re- 
quired ;  but  it  has  been  brought  forward  as  one 
great  point  in  the  so-called  liberal  policy ;  and,  as 
the  House  of  Representatives,  who  are  the  proper 
persons  to  judge  of  a  measure  of  this  sort,  have 
given  a  vote  without  a  division  in  favour  of  it,  I 
think,  if  they  wish  it,  they  have  a  perfect  right  to 
have  it.  At  the  same  time,  it  may  perhaps  be 
a  question  whether  this  measure  is  permanently 
desired  by  the  country.  It  is  the  fact  that  the 
voice  of  the  country  has  been  given  in  its  favour 
by  the  members  being  elected  who  said  they  in- 
tended to  vote  for  it.  Yet,  so  far  as  I  have  seen, 
I  think  the  votes  of  the  constituents  in  the  part 
of  the  country  wheijs  I  live  were  given  very 
much  more  for  the  men  than  for  the  measures ; 
and  I  think  that  is  probably  the  case  on  both 
sides  in  Parliament.  In  one  part  of  the  country, 
candidates  were  elected  because  they  had  been 
recommended  by  some  one  else,  and  sent  to  Par- 
liament on  such  a  ticket.  But,  as  expressed 
through  their  representatives,  the  people  have 
appeared  in  favour  of  this  measure,  and  I  think 
they  have  a  right  to  have  it,  and  shall  give  my 
vote  for  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  CHAMBERLIN.  —  Sir,  the 
Council  will  not  be  surprised  if  I  say  that  I  in- 
tend to  support  this  Bill,  for  I  have  already  said, 
Son.  Mr,  Scotland 


upon  a  former  occasion,  that  I  think  it  is  a  step 
in  the  right  direction.  I  consider  that  this  Coun- 
cil has  no  right  to  interfere  with  a  Bill  of  this 
character.  I  consider  that  the  matter  should  be 
left  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. It  is  a  matter  that  they  are  re.«pon- 
sible  for,  and  this  Council  had  better  not  interfere 
with  it  in  any  way  whatever.  Sir,  this  is  a  coun- 
try wherein  there  are  rapid  changes.  It  is  so 
totally  different  from  the  Old  Country  that  the 
question  of  the  dui'ation  of  Parliaments  should  be 
considered  in  a  different  light.  In  the  Old  Coun- 
try, Sir,  the  population  is  comparatively  at  a 
standstill.  In  this  country  in  the  course  of  a 
few  years  we  see  the  popudation  doubled.  Cir- 
cumstances are  so  different  in  the  two  countries 
that  the  matter  of  the  duration  of  Parliaments 
should  be  considered  in  different  lights.  Sir,  I 
consider  that  one  advantage  of  the  shorter  period 
of  triennial  Parliaments  will  be  that  it  will  have 
the  effect  of  preventing  men  from  entering  Par- 
liament merely  for  the  sake  of  the  honorarium 
connected  with  it.  If  the  time  is  reduced  to 
three  years,  and — as  I  believe  will  probably  be 
done — tlie, honorarium  increased  to  £300,  it  will 
amount  to  £900  altogether  for  each  Parlia- 
ment ;  whereas,  if  Parliament  were  continued  for 
five  years,  it  would  amount  to  a  much  larger 
sum — £1,500.  That  sum  may  be  sufficient  to 
induce  many  men  to  enter  Parliament  merely 
for  the  sake  of  the  honorarium.  Therefore  I 
consider  there  should  be  no  temptation  of  that 
kind  in  this  country.  There  is  also  this  dis- 
advantage in  the  longer  period :  that  men  are 
apt  to  look  to  little  Qovernment  billets,  whereas 
in  the  shorter  period  they  have  not  time  to  maka 
such  arrangements.  There  is  also  this  drawback 
in  the  longer  period :  that  a  man  gets  in  for  a 
period  of  five  years,  and  has  a  sort  of  feeling  that 
he  is  independent  of  his  constituents;  whereas, 
if  elected  for  only  three  years,  he  will  think  twice 
before  he  snaps  his  fingers  at  them.  He  ^annot 
do  just  as  he  pleases.  Although  we  may  pass 
this  Bill,  it  does  not  follow  that  the  system  is  to 
be  kept  up  for  all  time.  There  is  no  reason,  after 
it  has  been  tried  for  a  period  of  more  or  less 
duration,  that  we  should  not  go  back  to  the  five 
years  or  any  other  period  that  may  become  suit- 
able at  some  future  time.  Sir,  if  it  were  not  for 
the  expense  it  would  put  the  country  to,  and  the 
candidates  also,  I  think  it  would  be  more  advan- 
tageous if  we  had  annual  Parliaments.  One  ob- 
jection which  has  been  raised  to  triennial  Parlia- 
ments is,  that  it  does  not  give  a  man  sufficient 
time  to  become  acquainted  with  the  customs  of 
the  House,  and,  so  to  speak,  to  learn  bis  business ; 
but  there  is  no  reason  why,  if  any  member  pleases 
his  constituents,  ho  may  not  remain  in  for  thirty 
yt* ars.  I  um  surprised  to  see  the  Hon.  Mr.  Rey- 
nolds opposing  this  Bill,  because  he  is  himself  a 
living  example  of  a  representative  who  has  been 
able  to  satisfy  his  constituents  for  twenty- four 
years.  The  triennial  election  of  Parliaments  will 
have  no  influence  whatever  upon  any  member 
who  continues  to  please  his  constituents ;  and 
I  am  very  glad  the  Government  have  brought  it 
forward. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  TAIABOA.^I  rise  to  say  a  few 
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words  on  this  Bill.  I  do  not  altogether  approve 
of  it  myself,  but,  considering-  that  it  has  been 
passed  hj  the  representatiyes  in  another  place,  I 
shall  giTO  it  my  support,  because  the  measure  was 
brought  in  to  apply  to  their  elections.  I  say  to 
this  Council  that  the  other  House  will  see  the 
mistake  they  hare  made  in  the  matter,  because 
the  election  expenses  are  so  great,  and  they  will 
naturally  be  greater  as  they  will  have  to  be  erery 
three  years  instead  of  Atc  as  heretofore.  Tliey 
will  hare  themselves  to  blame  for  it.  I  therefore 
say,  Let  this  Bill  be  passed.  As  the  Hoiue  of 
Bepresentativet  has  thought  proper  to  pass  such  a 
measure,  let  us  agree  to  it.  When  the  Natives  of 
the  Middle  Island  he8J*d  what  Sir  George  Grey 
had  said  in  his  speeches  and  so  on  about  triennial 
Parliaments,  they  said  that  they  would  support 
him  in  the  matter,  although  I  told  them  they  did 
wrong  in  supporting  him.  Then,  a^n,  they 
argued  that  it  would  be  better  to  do  this,  because 
they  miffht  not  appoint  a  man  they  would  ap- 
proreOT,  and,  if  they  wished  to  get  rid  of  him, 
they  could  not  get  rid  of  him  so  readily  as  they 
could  if  this  Bill  were  passed.  On  this  ground 
they  approved  of  the  measure,  and  I  shall  there- 
fore  support  it. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN.— Sir,  I  shall  support 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  mainly  for  the 
reason  expressed  by  the  honorable  member  who 
has  just  spoken,  that  it  has  been  passed  by  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives.  Sir,  as  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives  has  come,  if  one  may  so  say, 
frosh  from  the  hands  of  the  people,  the  honorable 
members  may  be  taken  to  be  the  exponents  of 
the  exact  amount  of  trust  and  confidence  which 
the  electors  are  disposed  to  repose  in  them.  I 
do  not  think.  Sir,  that,  with  the  experience  which 
this  Council  has  had  up  to  this  time  of  the  pro- 
ceedings in  another  place,  we  should  be  justified 
in  expressing,  by  refusing  the  second  reading  of 
this  Bill,  a  different  opmion  on  the  particular 
point  to  which  I  have  alluded  from  that  which 
has  been  already  expressed,  as  I  understand  it, 
by  the  constituencies.  I  am  not  without  hope, 
nevertheless,  that,  before  the  time  when  this  Bill 
may  come  into  practical  operation,  I  shall  have 
the  ideasure  of  voting  for  a  measure  which  will 
abeofutely  repeal  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILLIAMSON.— I  shall  sup- 
port this  Bill,  because  I  acknowledge  that  some 
benefit  may  be  derived  from  it.  My  first  impres- 
siop  was  that  the  Council  would  do  better  to  give 
the  other  House  another  opportunity  of  reflecting 
over  tibe  matter,  and  to  intimate  that,  although 
we  did  not  desire  to  pass  the  measure  this  ses- 
sion, yet,  if  it  were  sent  up  to  us  again  by  anything 
like  a  unanimous  vote  of  the  other  House,  we 
would  consent  to  its  becoming  law.  I  thought 
that  perhaps  a  year's  reflection  might  change  the 
minds  of  honorable  members.  In  considering 
this  question  I  do  not,  like  some  honorable  mem- 
bers, take  into  account  the  expense  of  the  can- 
didates only.  The  people  themselves  are  put  to  a 
very  considerable  cost.  It  should  also  be  borne 
in  mind  that  elections  going  on  all  over  the  coun- 
try keep  a  great  many  people  from  their  ordinary 
employment,  and  to  a  certain  extent  lead  to 
habits  of  intemperance.    In  other  respects,  also, 
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the  triennial  system  will  have  a  more  injurious 
effect  upon  the  electors  than  upon  the  members. 
However,  I  shall  vote  for  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER.— It  is  unneces- 
sary for  me  to  say  much  in  reply,  because  it  is 
very  obvious  that  the  Council  intends  to  pass  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill.  But,  as  the  Hon.  Sir 
Dillon  Bell  used  the  strongest  arguments  and 
made  the  longest  speech  on  the  subject,  some  no- 
tice should  be  taken  of  what  he  has  said.  It  ap- 
pears to  me  that  the  honorable  gentleman's  argu- 
ment proves  a  great  deal  too  much.  If  it  proves 
anything  at  all,  it  proves  that  a  representative 
should  hold  his  seat  for  life.  All  his  arguments 
tend  to  that :  but  I  think  none  of  us  can  agree  with 
him  in  the  opinion.  I  hardly  think  that  any  mem- 
ber of  this  Council  would  say  that  the  duration  of 
Parliaments  should  be  even  seven  years.  The 
honorable  gentleman  also  said  that  this  was  a 
rovolutionary  measure.  I  cannot  see  anything 
revolutionary  in  it  at  all.  The  principle  that 
members  should  go  back  to  their  constituents  at 
stated  times,  I  apprehend,  everybody  accepts,  and 
that  is  the  principle  of  this  Bill.  The  only  ques- 
tion— and  it  is  one  of  detail — is,  whether  or  not 
they  should  go  to  their  constituents  every  three 
years,  every  five  years,  or  eveiy  seven  years.  I 
admit  thero  may  be  a  great  deal  of  difference  of 
opinion  upon  that,  and  I  stated,  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill,  that  for  my  own  part 
I  did  not  think  there  would  be  such  very  great 
advantages  arising  from  this  measure ;  but,  on 
the  other  hand,  that  I  did  not  think  there  would 
be  such  great  mischief  arising  from  it  as  some 
members  expect.  My  honorable  friend  also  said 
that  a  great  portion  of  the  members  of  the  other 
House  were  not  in  favour  of  the  BiU — voted 
against  their  inclinations,  if  I  understood  him 
rightly.  That  is  a  very  curious  statement  to 
make.  We  have  the  deliberate  opinion  of  these 
gentlemen  in  this  Bill,  passed  without  a  division, 
and  I  must  say  that,  looking  at  the  cireumstances 
under  which  it  has  been  passed,  it  would  be  an 
unreasonable  thing  if  the  Council  were  to  refuse 
to  gratify  the  wishes  of  these  gentlemen.  The 
Hon.  Mr.  Waterhonse  suggested  that  we  should 
keep  the  Bill  over  until  we  had  got  the  Legisla- 
tive Council  Triennial  Bill.  I  do  not  think  the 
honorable  gentleman  need  wait  for  that.  When 
we  pass  a  Triennial  Legislative  Council  Bill  and 
send  it  to  the  other  House,  I  have  no  doubt  they 
will  do  for  us  what  we  are  now  willing  to  do  for 
them,  and  pass  our  Bill. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

TIMARIT  COUNTY. 

The  adjourned  debate  was  resumed  upon  the 
question,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Council, 
the  proposed  new  County  of  Timaru  should  not 
be  constituted. 

The  Hon.  Captain  ERASER  said  that  he  moved 
the  adjournment  of  the  debate  on  the  last  ooca- 
sion  for  the  purpose  of  obtainin|;  more  informa- 
tion than  the  Council  was  then  m  possession  of; 
and  now  the  best  thing  he  ooula  do  was  to 
support  the  motion.    He  thought  there  was  a 
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general  opinion  againBt  multiplTing  theae  local 
bodies. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

FISHERIES  PRESERVATION  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  moved,  That  the 
order  of  the  daj  for  the  committal  of  this  Bill  be 
diacbarged.  It  had  been  intended  to  ^  on  with 
it  i  but  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  Bill  was  im- 
perfect in  some  respects,  that  it  was  not  a  con- 
solidating measure,  as  it  left  other  Statutes  of  a 
similar  character  on  the  Statute  Book,  and  that 
it  ought  to  be  made  a  more  complete  measure. 
He  did  not  think  that  this  session  they  would 
haTe  an  opportunity  of  makine  it  such  a  perfect 
measure  as  he  could  desire,  and,  considering  that 
in  all  probability  the  Parliament  would  meet 
again  in  fire  months'  time,  it  would  be  better  to 
leare  the  Bill  over,  in  order  that  it  might  be 
made  more  perfect,  with  a  view  to  its  introduction 
in  the  early  portion  of  next  session. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

FENOINa  BILL. 

This  Bill  was  considered  in  Committee. 

Clause  5. — Interpretation. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  CHAMBERLIN  mored  the 
addition  of  the  following  words :  "  *  To  make  use 
of,'  means  any  person  who  shall  keep  and  graze 
cattle,  sheep,  horses,  or  other  animals." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
inserted  be  so  inserted ; "  upon  which  a  dirision 
was  called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 


Aye          

1 

Noes        

22 

Majority  against 

21 

Atb. 

Mr.  Chamberlin. 

Nobs. 

Mr.  Adand, 

Mr.  Paterson, 

Sir  F.  DUlon  BeU, 

Mr.  Peter, 

Mr.  Dignan, 

Dr.  Pollen, 

Mr.  Gray, 

Mr.  Reynolds, 

Mr.  Hart, 

Major  Richmond,  C.B., 

Mr.  Holmes, 

Mr.  Scotland, 

Mr.  Ot,  R.  Johnson, 

Mr.  Taiaroa, 

Mr.  J.  Johnston, 

Mr.  Waterhouse, 

Mr.  Menzies, 

Mr.  Williamson, 

Mr.  Ngatata, 

Mr.  Wood, 

Mr.  Nurse, 

Mr.  Whitaker. 

The  amenduoiit  was  consequently  negatived. 
Progress  was  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit 
again. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  ten  o'clock  p.m. 


Mon.  Captain  Fraaif 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVBS. 

Tuesday,  18/A  Xovember,  1879. 

First  Readiog— Titonio  Steel  Company— Fire  Bri|pide*~ 
EAoieri  Ooontj— Mineral  Springs  —  LooomofciTea — 
Lands  open  for  Occupation — Sydenham  Post  OAoe— 
Sydenham  Petty  Sessions  Coort— Christoharob  Petty 
Sessions  Court — Ueristration  of  Bleotors  Bill— BesQ* 
lation  of  Elections  Bill. 

Mr.  Spbakbb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 
Pbatkss. 

FIBST  BEADING. 
Maori  Representation  Bill  (No.  2). 

TITANIC  STEEL  COMPANY. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
Whether  he  will  lay  before  this  House  anj  opinion 
of  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  respecting  the 
fulfilment  of  the  conditions  bj  which  the  Titanic 
Steel  Company  are  entitled  to  a  grant  of  5,000 
acres  of  land  ;  and  whether  the  Gorernment  will 
bring  in  a  Bill  daring  the  present  session  to  re- 
move any  technical  defects  preyenting  such  grant 
from  being  issued  ? 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  he  would  answer  the 
last  part  of  the  question  first.  He  had  gone 
carefully  through  the  papers,  so  far  as  the  time 
at  his  disposal  would  permit ;  and,  with  the  in- 
formation the  GoTcmment  hod  now  before  it,  it 
was  not  prepared  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  pur- 
pose stated.  The  matter  required  mooh  more 
careful  consideration  than  could  be  given  to  it 
at  this  stage  of  the  session.  With  regard  to  the 
first  part  of  the  question,  it  was  not  usual  to 
place  the  opinions  of  the  Law  Officers  before  the 
House  ;  and  at  the  present  time  the  Gh>Temment 
did  not  consider  that  any  good  purpose  would  be 
served  by  laying  this  opinion  before  the  House. 

FIRE  BRIGADES. 
Mr.  STEVENS  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
Whether  he  will  make  provision  for  placing  the 
fire  brigades  of  the  colony  in  the  same  position,  as 
regards  capitation  allowances,  as  that  held  by 
Volunteers  ?    This  question  was  followin|^  up  a 

Petition  he  had  presented  from  the  fire  hnsadet. 
t  should  be  considered  that  the  fire  brigades 
rendered  public  services  of  an  important  character, 
and  that  the  Government  derived  a  large  amount 
of  benefit  from  their  services  in  respect  to  the 
protection  of  GK>vemment  buildings  m  diflTi^nent 
parts  of  the  colony,  which  were  enabled  to  be 
msured  at  a  less  expense  than  they  otherwise 
would  be  insured  at,  or  in  some  cases  left  unin- 
sured altogether. 

Major  ATKINSON  sud  the  Government 
agreed  with  the  honorable  gentleman  that  the 
fire  brigades  rendered  very  important  public  ser- 
vices. Without  absolutely  committing  the  Go- 
vernment to  a  distinct  promise,  he  hoped  they 
would  see  their  way,  when  bringing  down  the 
supplementary  estimates,  to  make  the  provision 
proposed  by  the  honorable  member. 

KLANEBRI  COUNTY. 
Mr.  SEDDON  asked  the  Government,  What 
is  the  cause  of  the  delay  in  issuing,  under  mo- 
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tion  14  of  "The  Counties  Act,  1876,"  the  Procla- 
mation declaring  the  new  Kanieri  County,  as 
petitioned  for  bj  certain  ratepayers  of  the  Eanieri 
Boad  District,  Westland  Proyincial  District? 
Frerious  to  last  session  a  petition  was  sent  up  by 
certain  ratepayers  in  the  Kanieri  District  asking 
for  the  constitution  of  a  new  county.  For  reasons 
of  which  the  GoTemment  were  aware,  that  peti- 
tion was  not  presented  to  Parliament  within  the 
ten  days  specified  by  the  Counties  Act ;  neither 
had  it  been  presented  this  session.  He  had  re- 
oeiyed  a  communication  from  the  Eanieri  Road 
Board,  asking  what  had  become  of  the  petition, 
and  why  it  had  not  'been  laid  before  Parliament. 
In  asking  this  question,  he  did  not  wish  to  dis- 
cuss the  policy  of  constituting  a  new  county ; 
but  it  was  provided  by  Act  of  Parliament  tliat 
certain  steps  should  be  taken  in  regard  to  these 
petitions,  and  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  the  portion 
of  his  constituency  concerned  to  ask  this  question. 
Mr.  HALL  replied  that  there  were  two  reasons 
why  the  Proclamation  cotdd  not  be  issued,  if  the 
GoTemment  had  thought  it  desirable  to  issue  it. 
One  was,  that  the  area  proposed  to  be  included  in 
the  county  was  less  than  that  required  by  the 
Act.  Another  reason  was,  that  the  number  of 
signatures,  after  deducting  the  names  of  those 
who  were  not  ratepayers,  and  those  who  had 
signed  twice,  was  not  sufficient  to  meet  the  re- 
quirements of  the  Act.  But,  in  addition  to  that, 
it  appeared  to  the  Goyemment  that  the  policy  of 
cutting  up  the  Westland  County  in  the  manner 
proposed  by  this  petition  was  yery  questionable. 

MINERAL  SPRINGS. 

Mr.  REEVES  asked  the  Goyernment,  If  they 
will  haye  collected,  and  forwarded  to  the  forth- 
coming International  Exhibition  to  be  held  in 
Melbourne,  samples  of  the  different  mineral 
springs  in  the  North  and  Middle  Islands ;  toge- 
ther with  analyses  of  their  seyeral  medicixial  and 
curatiye  properties  ? 

Bir.  HALL  said  that  analyses  to  a  considerable 
extent  had  been  made  of  the  springs  in  the  North 
Island.  With  regard  to  the  general  question 
raised  by  the  honorable  gentleman,  the  Goyern- 
ment would  communicate  with  Dr.  Hector,  who 
was  expected  to  return  from  Sydney  in  a  few 
days,  and  would  endeavour  to  arrange  for  some 
such  collection  being  forwarded. 

LOCOMOTIVES. 
Sir  G.  GREV  asked  the  Goyernment,  If  they 
will  be  prepared  to  purchase  locomotiyes,  built  in 
the  colony,  at  a  price  above  the  cost  of  similar 
engines  when  imported  from  England  or  America, 
the  engines  being  guaranteed  to  stand  such  test 
as  may  be  required ;  and,  if  found  suitable,  will 
an  order  be  given  for  fifteen  or  twenty  of  such 
locomotiyes,  for  use  on  the  New  Zealand  rail- 
ways ;  and  will  the  Government  call  for  tenders 
for  such  locomotives,  to  ascertain  the  price  at 
which  they  can  be  supplied  ?  If  the  Gt^vem- 
ment  would  accede  to  the  request  at  the  end  of 
the  question,  they  would  confer  a  very  great 
benefit  on  the  colony.  He  had  reason  to  know 
that  there  were  persons  prepared  to  supply  loco- 
motives at  the  present  time. 


Mr.  OLIVER  replied  that  the  rolling-stock 
ordered  by  the  late  Government  was  sufficient  to 
last  for  several  years. 

LANDS  OPEN  FOR  OCCUPATION. 

Mr.  BARRON  asked  the  Government,  Whe- 
ther, to  facilitate  settlement,  they  will  cause  to 
be  exhibited  at  each  land  and  post  office  in  the 
colony,  in  some  conspicuous  place  to  which  the 
public  may  at  all  times  have  access,  maps  showing 
distinctly,  in  blocks  and  sections,  all  lands  open 
for  occupation;  together  with  descriptions  of 
such  lands,  showing  altitude,  exposure,  nature 
of  soil,  character  of  existing  vegetation,  and  the 
price  or  rent  and  terms  on  which  such  lands  maj 
be  acquired  ?  He  asked  this  question  because  it 
had  been  brought  under  his  notice  that  people 
desiring  to  settle  upon  the  land  had  great  diffi- 
culty in  procuring  the  exact  information  which 
they  required.  A  somewhat  similar  system,  so 
h>t  as  the  plan  was  concerned  of  compiling  such 
information  as  that  he  suggested,  was  at  one  time 
in  existence  in  the  Provincial  District  of  OtagOy 
where  it  was  found  to  work  very  satisfactorily. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  that,  as  far  as  he  oould 
learn  from  the  department,  arrangements  might 
be  made  in  the  direction  the  honorable  member 
indicated  in  his  question.  It  yras  the  desire  of 
the  Goyernment  to  promote  the  proper  circula- 
tion in  that  way  of  all  information  with  regard 
to  the  sale  of  lands.  At  the  present  time,  notices 
were  always  inserted  in  the  Gazette,  He  would 
give  the  matter  his  attention,  with  the  view  of 
seeing  that  as  full  effect  as  possible  was  given  to 
some  such  scheme  as  that  proposed. 

SYDENHAM  POST  OFFICE. 
Mr.  ANDREWS  asked  the  Government,  What 
steps  have  been  taken  towards  giving  Sydenham  a 
money-order  office  and  post  office,  in  accordance 
with  the  recommendation  of  Mr.  Dick,  the  Chief 
Postmaster  of  the  district  ? 
I      Mr.  HALL  replied  that  it  had  been  decided  to 
erect  a  telegraph  and  post  office  at  Sydenham ; 
I  and  the  site  was  being  negotiated  for  at  the  pre- 
,  sent  time.    So  soon  as  a  satisfactory  arrangement 
;  could  be  made  for  that  purpose,  the  erection 
would  be  proceeded  with. 

SYDENHAM  PETTY  SESSIONS  COURT. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  asked  the  Government,  If 
they  will  constitute  a  Petty  Sessions  Court  at 
Sydenham,  to  hold  its  sitting  weekly  ?  He  asked 
this  question  at  the  desire  of  the  residents  of 
Sydenham,  to  whom  he  believed  it  would  be  a 
great  convenience  if  a  Petty  Sessions  Court  were 
held  there  at  least  once  a  week.  If  the  Gkivem- 
ment  would  inquire  into  the  matter  they  would 
find  that  an  economical  arrangement  could  be 
made. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  would  like  to  make  further 
inquiries,  with  the  view  of  giving  effect  to  this 
proposal  if  it  could  be  done.  Under  the  law  as 
it  stood  at  present.  Petty  Sessions  were  only  held 
monthly.  What  the  honorable  member  meant 
was,  probably,  a  sitting  of  what  was  known  as 
the  Mayor's  Court.  He  would  inquire  into  the 
whole  question,  and  also  with  reganl  to  the  ques- 
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tion  next  on  the  Order  Paper,  and  he  would  like 
to  have  further  information  before  replying  more 
fully. 

CHRISTCHUROH    PETTY    SESSIONS 
COURT. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  asked  the  aoremment,  If 
they  will  create  a  Petty  Sessions  Court  in  Christ- 
church,  so  that  the  Resident  Magistrate's  Court 
may  be  relieved  of  Police  Court  business,  and 
that  the  oitizens  of  Christchurch  may  possess 
the  same  priyileges  as  are  bestowed  upon  the 
oitizens  of  Dunlin?  He  was  satisfied  with 
the  assurance  that  the  Ministry  would  look  into 
this  matter  at  their  earliest  oonrenience,  and 
would  only  say  that  the  present  system  entailed 
great  inconTonience  upon  the  merchanta  and 
tradespeople  of  Christchurch,  who  had  to  wait 
about  from  time  to  time  while  the  minor  Police 
Court  cases  were  being  dealt  with. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  the  Cbyemment  would 
take  care  that  an  inquiry  wa«  made  into  the 
matter. 

REGHSTRATION  OF  ELECTORS  BILL. 

This  Bill  was  further  considered  in  Committee. 

Clause  19. — Objections. 

Mr.  PYKE  moved  the  addition  of  the  follow- 
ing proviso:  "Provided  also  that  the  objector 
slull  be  required  to  substantiate  his  objection." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
added  be  there  added;"  upon  which  a  division 
was  called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         23 

Noes         33 


Majority  against 


10 


Mr.  Barron, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  J.  B.  Fisher, 
Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Major  Harris, 
Mr.  Hutchison, 
Mr.  Lundon, 
Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Moss, 
Mr.  Reeves, 


Aybs. 

Mr.  Seddon, 
Mr.  Speight, 
Mr.  Stewart, 
Mr.  Tainui, 
Mr.  Tawhai, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  Tomoana, 
Dr.  Wallis. 

TeU&rt. 
Mr.  Q-eorge, 
Mr.  Pyke. 


Nobs. 


Mr.  Allwright, 
Mr.  Andrews, 
Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Bain, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Captain  Colbeok, 
Mr.  Dick, 
Mr.  Fulton, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  W.  J.  Hurst, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  Levin, 

Mr,  MoUetion 


Mr.  Reid, 
Mr.  RoUeston, 
Captain  Russell, 
Mr.  Saunders, 
Mr.  Shanks, 
Mr.  Shephard, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Studholme, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Colonel  Trimble, 
Major  Willis, 
Mr.  Reader  Wood, 
Mr.  Wright. 


Mr.  Masters, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Pitt, 


TeUert, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Whitaker. 


The  amendment  was  consequently  negatiTed. 

Clause  24. — Copies  of  roll  obtainable. 

Mr.  aEORGE  moved.  That  the  words  "  a  rea- 
sonable price,  to  be  from  time  to  time  fixed  by  the 
Chief  Registrar,"  be  omitted,  with  a  view  to  insert 
the  words  "  the  following  prices :  For  every  printed 
copy  of  any  electoral  roll  containing  any  number 
of  persons'  names  not  exceeding  one  thousand,  one 
shilling ;  exceeding  one  thousand,  one  shilling  and 
sixpence." 

The  original  words  of  the  clause  were  struck 
out. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
inserted  be  there  inserted ;"  upon  which  a  diyi« 
sion  was  called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         27 

Noes         24 


Majority  for 


Mr.  Ballance, 
Mr.  Barron, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Dick, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Major  Harris, 
Mr.  Hutchison, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  Lundon, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Reeves, 
Mr.  Seddon, 
Mr.  Shanks, 


3 


Atks. 


Mr.  Shephard, 
Mr.  Speight, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Tainui, 
Mr.  Tawhai, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  Tomoana, 
Dr.  Wallis, 
Mr.  Whitaker. 
Tellert, 
Mr.  G^eorge, 
Colonel  Trimble. 


Nobs. 


Mr.  Acton  Adams, 
Mr.  Allwright, 
Mr.  Andrews, 
Mr.  Bain, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Captain  Colbeck, 
Mr.  Fulton, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Gisbome, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  W.  J.  Hurst, 
Mr.  Mason, 


Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Pitt, 
Mr.  Rolleston, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Studholme, 
Mr.  Tumbull, 
Major  Willis, 
Mr.  Wright. 

TelUrs. 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Reid. 


The  amendment  was  consequently  agreed  to. 
Bill  reported,  with  amendments. 

REGULATION  OF  ELECTIONS  BILL. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  on  this  BilL 

Clause  8. — Clerk  of  Writs  lo  issue  writs. 

Mr.  HISLOP  moved  the  addition  of  the  fol- 
lowing words :  "  In  the  writs  to  be  issued  the  date 
shall  be  named  for  the  polling,  if  requircK),  to 
take  place,  and  the  same  day  shall  be  appointed 
in  each  writ  for  the  polling." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
added  be  there  added;"  upon  which  a  division 
was  called  for,  with  the  following  result  ;-* 
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Ayes 
Noes 

Majority  for 


Mr.  Allwright, 
Mr.  Bain, 
Mr.  Barron, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Fulton, 
Mr.  George, 
Major  Harris, 
Mr.  Hutchison, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Levin, 
Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Moss, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Pitt, 


SO 
21 


Atbs. 

Mr.  Pyke, 
Mr.  Reeres, 
Mr.  Reid, 
Mr.  Shanks, 
Mr.  Sbephard, 
Mr.  Stewart, 
Mr.  Tainui, 
Mr.  Tawhai, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tomoana, 
Colonel  Trimble, 
Dr.  Wallis. 

Tellerg, 
Mr.  Andrews, 
Mr.  Lundon. 


Nois. 


Bfr.  Acton  Adams, 
Mi^or  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Bryoe, 
Mr.  Dick, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  HaU, 
Mr.  W.  J.  Hurst, 
Mr.  Mason, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Saunders, 


I  Mr.  Sterens, 

Mr.  Studhohne, 

Mr.  Swanson, 
i  Mr.  Wakefield, 

Mr.  Whitaker, 

Major  Willis, 

Mr.  Reader  Wood, 

Mr.  Wright. 
Tellers. 

Mr.  Qisbome, 

Bfr.  Sutton. 


The  amendment  was  consequently  agreed  to. 
Clause  10. — Candidate  may  nominate  himself. 
Ten  pounds  to  be  deposited. 

Mr.  REEVES  moved,  That  the  word  "ten" 
>  be  struck  out,  for  the  purpose  of  inserting  the 
word  "twenty." 

Question  put,  *'  That  the  word  proposed  to  be 
omitted  stand  part  of  the  clause ;  upon  which 
a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  following  re- 
sult:— 


Ayes 
Noes 

Majority  for 


Mr.  Allwright, 
Mr.  Andrews, 
Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Ballance, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Mr.  De  Lauiour, 
Mr.  Dick, 
Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher, 
Mr.  aibbs, 
Mr.  HaU, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Major  Harris, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Hutchison, 
Mr.  Lundoo, 


28 
24 


Atbs. 

Mr.  McLean, 
Bfr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Moss, 
Mr.  Reid, 
Mr.  Saunders, 
Mr.  Shanks, 
Mr.  Swanton, 
Mr.  Tainui, 
Mr.  Tawhai, 
Mr.  Tomoana, 
Dr.  Wallis. 

Tellers, 
Mr.  Rolleston, 
Mr.  Stevens, 


Mr.  Acton  Adams, 
Mr.  Bain, 
Mr.  Barron, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Captain  Colbeck, 
Mr.  Fulton, 
Mr.  George, 
Mr.  Gisbome, 
Mr.  Levin, 
Mr.  Mason, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Pitt, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
The  amendment  v 


NOKS. 

Mr.  Stewart, 
Mr.  Studholme, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Colonel  Trimble, 
Mr.  Turnbull, 
Mr.  Wakefield, 
Major  Willis, 
Mr.  Wright. 


Tellers. 
Mr.  Reeves, 
Mr.  Shephard. 
consequently  negatived. 
Ten  electors  may  nominate  a  candidate. 
Mr.  HALL  moved  the  insertion  of  the  words 
"  who  has  given  his  consent  thereto  in  writing" 
after  the  words  "  any  duly-registered  elector  may 
be  nominated." 

Question  pot,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
inserted  be  so  inserted ;"  upon  which  a  division 
was  called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         23 

Noes         22 


Majority  for 


Mr.  Allwright, 
Major  Atkmson, 
Mr.  Bain, 
Mr.  Barron, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Mr.  Dick, 
Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher, 
Mr.  George, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Major  Harris, 
Mr.  Hislop, 

Mr.  Andrews, 
Mr.  Ballanoe, 
Captain  Colbeck, 
Mr.  Fulton, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  GKsbome, 
Mr.  Levin, 
Mr.  Mason, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Pitt, 
Mr.  Reeves, 
Mr.  Reid, 


Atbs. 

Mr.  Hutchison, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Moss, 
Mr.  Shephard, 
Mr.  Thornton, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  Tomoana, 
Colonel  Trimble, 
Dr.  Wallis. 

Tellers, 
Mr.  W.  J.  Hurst, 
Mr.  Whitaker. 
Noes. 

I  Mr.  Shanks, 
I  Mr.  Studholme, 
'  Mr.  Su-anson, 
Mr.  Tainui, 
Mr.  Tawhai, 
'  Mr.  Turnbull, 
I  Major  Willis, 
,  Mr.  Wright. 


Tellers. 
Mr.  Acton  Adams, 
Mr.  Lundon. 


The  amendment  was  consequently  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BARRON  moved.  That,  in  the  words  "in 
which  case  no  such  sum  as  aforesaid  shall  be  re- 
quired to  be  deposited,"  the  word  "no"  be  struck 
out. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  word  '  no '  stand  part 
of  the  clause ;"  upon  which  a  division  was  called 
for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         20 

Noes         24 

Majority  against 4 
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Mr.  AUwri^ht, 
Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Bain, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  W.  J.  Hurst, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Pitt, 
Mr.  Bolleston, 
Mr.  Saunders, 
Mr.  Sbephard, 

Mr.  Acton  Adams, 
Mr.  Andrews, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Captain  Colbeck, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Dick, 
Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Fulton, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Major  Harris, 
Mr.  Hutchison, 
Mr.  Lundon, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 


Aybs. 

Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Tainui, 
Mr.  Tawhai, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Colonel  Trimble, 
Mr.  Turnbull, 
Mr.  Wright. 

Tellers. 
Mr.  Qibbs, 
Mr.  Hislop. 
Nobs. 

Mr.  Moss, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Beeves, 
Mr.  Shanks, 
Mr.  Studholme, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 
Major  Willis. 

Tellers. 
Mr.  Barron, 
Mr.  George. 


The  amendment  was  consequently  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HISLOP  moved,  That  all  the  words 
after  "nomination  paper''  be  struck  out,  with 
a  view  to  inserting  the  following:  "shall  be 
accepted  by  the  I^tumine  Officer  unless  the 
same  is  made  out  in  com^iance  with  this  sec- 
tion ;  and  after  the  notice  shall  have  been  ac- 
cepted by  the  Returning  Officer  no  objection  shall 
be  taken  to  the  nomination." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
left  out  stand  part  of  the  clause ;"  upon  which  a 
division  was  called  for,  with  the  following  re- 
sult:— 

Ayes         22 

Noes         17 

Majority  for        _6 

Mr.  Aoton  Adams, 
Mr.  Allwright, 
Mr.  Andrews, 
Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Bain, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Captain  Colbeck, 
Mr.  Fulton, 
Mr.  Oibbs, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  W.  J.  Hurst, 
Mr.  Hutchison, 

Mr.  Barron, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Major  Harris, 
Mr.  Lundon, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Moss, 
Mr.  Beeves, 
The  amendment  v 
J/r.  Barron 


Aybs. 

I  Mr.  MoLeon, 

!  Mr.  Pitt, 

.  Mr.  Bolleston, 

Mr.  Saunders, 

Mr.  Shephard, 
!  Mr.  Studholme, 
I  Colonel  Trimble, 

Mr.  Wright. 

Tellers. 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Whitaker. 

Noes. 

Mr.  Shanks, 

Mr.  Swanson, 

Mr.  Tainui, 

Mr.  Tawhai, 

Mr.  Thomson, 

Mr.  Turnbull. 
Tellers. 

Mr.  George, 

Mr.  Hislop. 
I  consequently  negatived. 


Clause  15.— Poll  to  be  by  ballot. 

Mr.  STEVENS  moved,  as  an  amendment.  That, 
in  the  words  "close  at  six  o'clock,"  the  word 
"  six "  be  struck  out,  with  a  view  to  insert  the 
word  "eight." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  word  'six'  stand  part 
of  the  clause ;"  upon  which  a  division  was  called 
for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         27 

Noes         10 


Majority  for 


Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Captain  Colbeck, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  J.  B.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Fulton, 
Mr.  George, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  Harris, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Lundon, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Murray, 


17 


Atbs. 


Mr.  Bolleston, 
Mr.  Shanks, 
Mr.  Shephard, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Tainui, 
Mr.  Tawhai, 
Mr.  Thomscm, 
Colonel  Trimble, 
Mr.  Turnbull, 
Mr.  Whitaker. 

Tellers. 
Mr.  W.  J.  Hurst, 
1  Mr.  Studholme. 


Nobs. 


Mr.  Allwright,  I  Mr.  Montgomery, 

Mr.  Andrews,  |  Mr.  Saunders. 

Mr.  Bain, 

Mr.  Barron,  Tellers. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher,  Mr.  Acton  Adams, 

Mr.  Hutchison,  |  Mr.  Pitt. 

The  amendment  was  consequently  negatived. 
Progress  was  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit 
again. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  to  two 
o'clock  a.ro. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Wednesda^t  19^  Koremher,  1879. 


Agent<Oenerftl— ProTinoial  Beoaipts  sad  Bxpenditaw^ 
Otftgo  UniTMrntT  Bill— Looftl  BiUs— Bailwaj  TSriff— 
Hsince'a  Bsj  and  Marlborough  RiTers  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Spbakbb  took  the  chair  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 

Pratbbs. 

AGENT-GENERAL. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  asked  the 
Hon.  the  Attorney- General,  Whether  the  atten- 
tion  of  the  Gt>vemment  has  heen  called  to  a  letter 
from  the  Agent-General,  in  the  Times  of  26th 
September,  respecting  his  position  as  a  director  of 
the  New  Zealand  Agricultural  Company ;  and 
whether  there  is  any  objection  to  inform  Parita- 
ment  of  the  circumstances  which  may  have  justi- 
fied Sir  Julius  Vogel  in  publicly  declaring  that  he 
had  the  authority  of  three  Ministers  for  assisting 
in  organizing  that  company  ?  The  question  ex- 
plained itself.  In  the  Times  of  the  26th  September 
a  letter  appeared  from  Sir  Julius  Yogd,  in  which 
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he  said,  with  reference  to  etatements  contained  in 
the  letter  of  a  correspondent  of  the  Times  rela- 
tive to  transactions  in  this  colony,  that  he  had 
the  authority  of  three  Ministers  to  assist  in  or- 
ganizing the  New  Zealand  Agricultarai  Company. 
Such  a  statement  he  (Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell)  he- 
lieyed  had  heen  made  in  another  branch  of  the 
Legislature,  but  had  been  denied ;  at  any  rate,  he 
had  not  been  able  to  trace  any  record  of  the  fact 
that  three  Ministers  had  giren  their  consent :  but, 
if  they  had  done  so,  it  was  unfair  to  Sir  Julius 
Vogel  that  the  course  taken  by  himself  (Sir 
F.  Dillon  Bell)  and  others  with  reference  to  the 
Agent-General  and  his  connection  with  the  com- 
pany should  hare  been  taken.  It  would  also  be 
noticed  by  the  Hon.  the  Attomey-Gheneral  that 
Sir  Julius  Vo^l  did  not  mention  the  names  of 
the  three  Ministers  referred  to. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKEB  said  he  was  not 
in  a  position  to  give  any  further  information  on 
the  subject  than  was  already  before  the  Coun- 
cil, except  that  a  reply  had  been  receired  from 
Sir  Julius  Yogel  to  a  telegram  sent  to  him  at 
the  instance  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatires, 
which  gaye,  he  believed,  the  names  of  the  Minis- 
ters whose  authority  was  alleged  to  have  been 
given. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  inquired  if 
the  honorable  gentleman  had  any  objection  to 
•ay  who  were  the  Ministers  named. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKEB  said  he  knew 
Tery  little  at  present  about  the  matter.  Probably 
the  reply  would  be  laid  upon  the  table  of  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives. 

PBOVINCIAL  BECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDI- 
TUBE. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BEYNOLDS,  in  moving  the 
motion  standing  in  his  name,  said  that  in  the 
session  of  1877  a  similar  return  was  moved  for 
and  obtained  in  the  other  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature, and  a  continuation  of  that  return  was 
asked  for  in  1878,  but  he  believed  that,  up  to  the 
present  time,  it  had  not  been  laid  on  the  table. 
Therefore  he  wished  for  that  return  to  be  con- 
tinued from  1877  to  the  present  time.  He 
thought  it  would  be  advisable  if  a  similar  return 
were  laid  upon  the  table  every  session,  so  as  to 
show  the  revenue  and  expenditure  in  each  pro- 
vincial district,  because  it  would  have  the  effect 
of  enabling  the  members  to  judge  of  the  truth  in 
the  talk  there  was  about  "justice  to  Auckland," 
''justice  to  Nelson,"  and  so  on  in  regard  to 
Otago,  Canterbury,  Wellington,  and  other  pro- 
Tinces. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "That 
a  return,  in  tabular  form,  showing  the  total 
amount  of  consolidated  revenue  received  in  each 
prorincial  district  for  the  year  1877-78,  also  the 
amount  expended  within  each  provincial  district 
durine  said  period —  (1)  out  of  consolidated  reve- 
nue, (2)  out  of  loan :  such  return  to  specify — (1) 
the  portions  which  have  been  expended  for  gene- 
ral purposes  (all  others  excepting  Native  and  De- 
fence), (2)  those  which  have  been  expended  for 
Native  and  Defence  purposes,  and  (3)  the  per- 
centage each  such  expenditure  bears  to  the  reve- 
nue derived  from  each  provincial  district — being 


a  continuation  of  Beturn  B.-8  of  last  session — 
be  laid  on  the  table  of  the  Council,  and  that  it 
be  supplemented  by  a  similar  return  up  to  the 
end  of  last  financial  year."  —  {Hon.  Mr.  Rey* 
nolds,) 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKEB  said  a  return  was 
in  course  of  preparation  which  gave  the  whole  of 
this  information,  as  well  as  additional  informa- 
tion not  asked  for  by  the  honorable  member. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

OTAaO  UNIVEBSITY  BILL. 

On  Notice  of  Motion  No.  3  being  called  on, 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKEB  thought  it  but  right 
that  he  should  state  to  the  Council  that  he  had 
great  difficulty  with  regard  to  this  question,  and 
he  did  not  know  how  far  he  would  be  justified  in 
putting  it,  because  it  was  a  question  of  asking  one 
branch  of  the  Legislature  to  set  aside  what  had 
been  done  by  joint  action  of  both  branches  of  the 
Lesislature. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BETNOLDS,  in  whose  name 
the  motion  stood,  could  only  say  that  the  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature  took  a  similar  course 
with  regard  to  this  very  matter  in  the  session  of 
1878,  when  a  report  was  brought  up  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Bills ;  so  that  ne  did  not 
think  the  Council  would  be  going  beyond  its 
province,  seeing  that  the  same  system  had  been 
adopted  by  the  other  House  under  similar  cir- 
cumstances. Speaking  to  the  motion  standing  in 
his  name,  he  had  put  it  on  the  Order  Paper 
because  he  had  every  reason  to  believe  that  this 
was  not  a  private  Bill.  It  did  not  at  all  pro- 
pose to  divert  any  endowments  from  the  proper 
channel,  but  simply  provided  that,  in  the  event  of 
any  dispute  arising  between  the  bodies  concerned 
in  the  utilization  of  the  endowment  referred  to  in 
the  Bill — that  was  to  say,  the  Council  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Otago,  the  Trustees  or  Church  Board 
of  Management,  and  the  Synod  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  of  Otago — then  the  Q-ovemor  in 
Council  should  step  in  as  arbitrator,  and  decide 
as  between  these  three  bodies.  The  Bill  did  not 
dirert  the  funds  from  the  purposes  to  which  they 
were  allocated  by  the  Act  of  1866.  He  might 
add  that  a  dispute  had  already  arisen  between 
these  three  bodies,  the  result  of  which  was,  that 
a  sum  of  about  £6,000  had  accumulated,  which 
could  not  be  utilized  for  the  purpose  for  which 
the  fund  was  set  aside — namely,  for  the  pay- 
ment of  professors  appointed  to  chairs  in  the 
Unirersity.  If  honorable  members  would  refer 
to  the  report  of  the  Boyal  Commission  which 
recently  investigated  the  question  of  higher  edu- 
cation, they  would  find  that  the  Commission  re- 
commended the  G-ovemment  to  introduce  a  Bill 
similar  to  the  one  now  before  the  Council.  In 
the  face  of  these  circumstances  he  thought  the 
Standing  Orders  Committee  might  reconsider  the 
question,  and  be  a  little  more  liberal  in  their 
construction  of  the  Standing  Orders  as  they  ap- 
plied to  this  particular  measure. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAEEB  said,  before  putting 
the  question  he  hoped  that  the  precedent  set  by 
the  House  of  Bepresentatiyes  in  this  matter  would 
not  be  followed.  When  the  action  of  1878  wae 
taken  he  had  the  honor  of  being  Speaker  of  the 
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the  House  of  BepreBentatiTes ;  and,  to  his  mind, 
it  was  scarcelj  proper  that  one  branch  of  the 
Legislature  should  adopt  the  course  of  rerersing 
•what  had  been  done  by  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Private  Bills.  If  the  Council  were  willing  to  agree 
to  the  motion  he  hoped  the  honorable  member 
would  be  good  enough  to  add  words  to  the  mo- 
tion  so  that  the  matter  would  be  merely  referred 
back  to  the  Joint  Committee.  That,  it  appeared 
to  him,  would  be  but  courteous,  and  it  would, 
to  some  extent,  get  rid  of  the  difficulty  he  felt  in 
putting  the  question. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "That 
the  report  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  Private 
Bills  on  the  Otago  University  Ordinance  Amend- 
ment Bill  be  disagreed  to."  —  (Eon,  Mr,  Uev' 
Holds.) 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  moved.  That  the 
debate  be  adjourned.  His  object  was,  that  the 
Hon.  the  Speaker  should  confer  with  the  Speaker 
of  the  other  House,  so  that  it  might  be  seen  how 
£etr  the  Council  should  proceed  in  this  matter. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES  had  no  doubt  what- 
ever as  to  the  character  of  the  Bill.  The  pro- 
perty sought  to  be  dealt  with  was  essentially 
private  property,  for,  although  it  was  vested  in 
trustees,  it  had  been  purchased  with  the  money 
of  a  certain  private  trust.  Apart  from  that,  it 
appeared  from  articles  in  the  Otago  papers  that 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Reynolds  was  simply  actmg  upon 
his  own  motion,  and  that  he  was  taking  a  course 
to  which  some  of  the  parties  interested  were  en- 
tirely opposed. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— I  know  that.  I 
have  said  so  before. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES  therefore  thought  the 
motion  should  at  once  be  disposed  of.  It  was  a 
private  Bill,  and  should  not  be  allowed  to  go 
any  further.  He  did  not  think  it  came  with 
good  grace  from  the  honorable  member,  being 
one  of  the  trustees  of  this  property,  to  propose 
such  a  step  without  the  concurrence  and  sanction 
of  his  co-trustees.  It  appeared  to  be  stealing  a 
march  upon  his  co-trustees ;  therefore  he  hoped 
the  motion  would  be  negatived. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Q.  R.  JOHNSON  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Joint  Committee  last  year  when  a 
similar  report  to  this  was  brought  up,  and  he 
believed*there  could  be  no  doubt  that  this  was  a 
Bill  which  affected  private  rights.  If,  however, 
the  University  of  Otago  was  anxious  to  have  the 
entire  control  over  its  own  professors  —  and  it 
might  be  very  right  that  it  should  be  so  —  that 
could  be  done  in  another  way  than  by  this  Bill. 
However  good  the  object  of  the  Bill,  that  did  not 
justify  the  form  in  which  it  at  present  appeared, 
and  he  would  point  out  that,  if  the  University 
of  Otago  authorities  did  not  wish  to  interfere 
with  property  which  did  not  belong  to  them, 
they  could  achieve  their  avowed  object  by  strik- 
ing out  part  of  the  preamble  of  the  Bill  and  the 
4th  clause.  The  BiU  would  then  retain  to  them 
entire  control  over  all  their  professors.  If  they 
were  content  to  accept  such  a  measure  as  that,  it 
would  show  that  their  object  was  only  of  a  public 
character ;  but,  if  they  persisted  in  pushing  on  this 
Bill  in  its  present  form,  that  would  be  distinct 
Mon.  the  Speaker 


proof  that  their  object  really  wu  to  affect  the 
property  of  another  body. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  thought,  if 
the  Council  was  to  disagree  with  the  report  of  a 
Joint  Committee  of  both  Houses,  there  should  be 
some  clear  and  satisfactory  reasons  set  forth  for 
such  a  course  being  adopted.  Such  reasons  had 
not  been  adduced,  and  therefore  he  thought  the 
simplest  and  wisest  plan  was  to  negative  the  pro- 
posal of  his  honorable  friend  Mr.  Reynolds.  He 
was  the  more  impelled  to  recommend  that  course 
because  the  Council  could  sot  hide  from  itself  the 
fact  that  the  honorable  gentleman  was  a  direct 
party  to  the  Bill ;  and  it  was  not  upon  the  recom- 
mendation of  a  party  to  a  Bill,  said  to  be  a  private 
Bill,  that  the  Council  should  reverse  a  decision 
of  the  Joint  Committee.  In  taking  the  oonrse 
he  (Mr.  Waterhouse)  had  sug^ted,  the  Councdl 
would  not  be  taking  the  University  Senate  by 
surprise.  Last  year  this  Bill  was  held  to  be  a 
private  Bill,  and,  with  that  decision  on  record, 
there  was  no  excuse  for  the  Senate  failing  to 
adopt  this  year  the  ordinary  course,  and  give  the 
notices  required  by  the  Standing  Orders  of  both 
Houses. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  thought  his 
honorable  friend  who  had  last  spoken  had  not 
done  justice  to  the  Council  of  the  Universitr,  be- 
cause it  must  be  remembered  that  theyprobably 
proceeded  upon  the  refusal  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  last  year  to  adopt  the  report  of 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Bills.  If  the  report  of 
the  Joint  Committee  last  year  had  not  been  dis- 
turbed last  session,  then  he  should  have  entirely 
agreed  with  his  honorable  friend  ;  but  the  House 
of  Representatives,  by  a  considerable  majority, 
after  full  consideration  of  the  matter,  disagreed 
with  the  report,  and  therefore  he  could  n<^  see 
that  the  University  were  to  blame  for  having 
brought  the  matter  forward  again  in  the  same 
shape.  However,  he  hoped  the  Council  would 
not  agree  to  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Rey- 
nolds, nor  with  the  motion  for  the  postponement 
of  the  question.  It  might  perhaps  be  a  right  thing 
that  provision  should  be  made  for  reconsidering 
decisions  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  Bills,  but  the 
preliminary  step  must  be  taken  of  looking  into 
the  whole  subject  carefully,  examining  the  Im- 
perial precedents,  and  determining  some  form  by 
which  a  question  of  this  sort  might  be  dealt  with. 
But  he  did  not  think  it  right,  under  the  present 
Standing  Orders,  for  either  House  to  disagree 
with  the  course  laid  down  by  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee. He  hoped,  for  the  reasons  shown,  his 
honorable  friend  would  withdraw  the  motion, 
and,  if  he  thought  necessary,  go  on  with  the  Bill 
in  the  way  pointed  out  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Randall 
Johnson.  There  could  be  no  objection  to  the 
Bill  providing  that  the  whole  of  the  profes- 
sors should  be  appointed  by  the  Council  of  the 
University,  and  be  under  their  sole  control: 
and  he  (Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell)  held  that  in  the 
case  of  a  body  which  had  been  enormously  en- 
dowed by  the  State,  as  this  Otago  University 
had  been,  the  State  had  a  right  to  interfere  in 
the  administration  of  the  University  in  that  way. 
But  he  must  beg,  with  all  deference  to  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Johnson,  to  differ  from  him  in  his  opinioQ 
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that  the  Bill,  with  the  exceptions  named,  coald 
he  made  to  seire  the  purpose  sought,  because  the 
purpose  set  out  in  the  preamble  was  not  given 
effect  to  bj  the  enacting  portion  of  the  Bill,  and 
thej  all  knew  that  in  the  interpretation  of  Statutes 
the  preamble  was  simplj  surplusage.  He  under- 
stood from  the  Hon.  Mr.  Johnson  that  clauses 
2  and  3  would,  in  his  opinion,  be  entirely  of  a 
public  nature,  and  that  it  was  clause  4  that  made 
it  a  private  Bill.  He  thought,  at  any  rate,  that 
this  was  open  to  doubt  as  to  section  4,  which  was 
entirely  in  a  future  tense,  and  did  not  apply  to 
anything  that  had  existence  now :  it  did  not  ac- 
tually contemplate  in  its  own  words  a  different 
state  of  things  from  that  contemplated  by  the 
Bill.  He  looked  upon  it  as  a  clumsy  and  unfair 
Bill  in  its  present  shape.  If  his  honorable  friend 
wished  to  have  the  appointment  of  the  UniTersity 
professors,  let  him  bring  in  a  Bill  to  that  effect, 
but  let  him  not  deal  with  the  Endowment  Fund. 
He  hoped  the  Council  would  not  permit  the  great 
blunder  to  be  committed  of  disagreeing  with  the 
report  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  such  an  un- 
satisfactory statement  as  had  been  made  by  his 
honorable  friend.  He  should  therefore  vote  against 
the  proposal,  and  against  the  reference  of  the  point 
to  another  tribunal.  But,  the  general  question  of 
the  Joint  Standing  Orders  having  arisen,  it  was 
one  that  must  attract  the  attention,  not  only  of 
the  Speakers,  but  of  the  Government  itself,  who 
woula  have  to  consider  whether  there  were  justi- 
fiable grounds  for  some  change. 

The  Hon.  Captain  BAILLIS  said  the  Joint 
Committee  gave  this  question  every  consideration. 
They  had  two  meetings  on  the  subject.  On  the 
first  occasion  there  was  a  full  meeting  of  members 
of  both  Houses,  and  there  was  no  difference  of 
opinion.  The  Committee  adjourned  to  give  the 
matter  further  consideration,  so  that  there  might 
be  no  doubt  as  to  the  exact  tendency  of  their 
report.  On  the  second  occasion  there  was  a  large 
attendance  of  members  of  both  Houses,  and  the 
report  was  approved  of. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES  said  this  was  a  ques- 
tion which  deserved  careful  consideration.  In 
the  case  of  Bills  which  were  dealt  with  by  a  Joint 
Committee,  neither  branch  of  the  Legislature 
could  disagree  with  the  report  of  the  Committee. 
It  seemed  to  him  that,  when  a  matter  had  been 
referred  to  the  consideration  of  a  Joint  Com- 
mittee of  both  Houses,  the  most  convenient  way 
would  be  to  regard  its  report  as  final  for  the 
session.  He  was  aware  that  the  matter  was 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Sub-Joint  Com- 
mittee, and  that  they  should  have  some  further 
discussion  upon  it  before  the  session  closed.  It 
was  another  illustration,  in  addition  to  those 
already  adduced  in  the  course  of  the  discus- 
sion, of  the  necessity  for  having  some  definite 
and  unequivocal  rule  on  the  subject.  If  it  was 
competent  for  either  House  to  object  to  or 
disagree  with  the  decision  of  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee, clearly  the  most  convenient  course  would 
be  that  suggested  by  the  Hon.  the  Speaker,  to 
refer  the  report  back  to  the  Committee  for  con- 
sideration ;  but  in  this  case  he  did  not  think  that 
course  was  in  any  way  necessary.  Nearly  every 
member  of  the  Council  would  concur  with  the 
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view  which  the  Hon.  Mr.  Holmes  expressed  first 
of  all,  that  this  was  strictly  a  private  Bill ;  that 
it  proposed  to  amend  an  Act  of  Assembly  which 
passed  as  a  private  Bill,  and  dealt  with  what  was 
essentially  private  property,  purchased  by  a  cer- 
tain association  for  cert4iin  purposes.  The  Act 
of  1866  defined  how  this  property  was  to  be 
administered.  The  words  of  the  clause  as  to 
the  appointments  were,  that  the  trustees  were  to 
appoint  a  professor  to  a  certain  chnir  in  accord- 
ance with  the  rule  laid  down  by  the  Synod,  which 
was  to  endow  the  chair  out  of  property  that  was 
private  property,  purchased  by  the  Association. 
In  the  Bill  now  under  consideration  the  first 
three  clauses  eimply  repeated  what  was  the  ex- 
isting law — it  left  the  matter  as  it  stood  bv 
Statute  ;  but  the  4th  clause  introduced  a  fresh 
element,  and  withdrew  the  ultimate  power  of 
decision  from  the  Synod  altogether.  In  the  case 
of  the  administration  of  private  property,  it  was 
clear  enough  that  those  who  had  any  control  over 
that  property  should  not  be  lightly  interfered  with, 
except  in  the  manner  provided  by  the  Standing 
Orders  on  Private  Bills.  In  this  case  he  did 
not  think  the  honorable  the  mover  had  shown  any 
reason  why  his  resolution  should  be  agreed  to. 
Although  the  immediate  object  of  the  resolution 
was  simply  a  technical  one,  yet  the  ulterior  object 
of  it  was  to  enable  the  honorable  member  to  pro- 
ceed further  with  the  Bill.  It  seemed  to  him 
that  it  would  shorten  the  proceedings  to  indorse 
the  decision  of  the  Joint  Committee,  and  so  the 
Council  would  deal  finally  with  this  question. 
He  apprehended  the  Council  would  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  Bill  was  a  private  Bill,  by 
negativing  the  motion  and  indorsing  the  action 
of  the  Joint  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  said  that  if  this 
motion  were  carried  it  was  his  intention  to  fol- 
low it  up  with  another  motion,  That  the  Bill 
be  referred  back  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Committee  on  Private  Bills.  He  had  fully  antici- 
pated the  objection  which  the  Hon.  the  Speaker 
would  have  to  this  motion  unless  it  was  followed 
up  by  some  suoh  resolution,  and  he  would  have 
been  very  glad  to  have  added  that  to  the  motion 
itself.  But  he  thought  that,  as  it  was  the  opinion 
of  the  Council,  expressed  so  freely,  that  it  was 
not  advisable  to  carry  this  motion,  it  would  be 
hardly  necessary  for  him  to  propose  that  addition. 
He  had  only  one  or  two  remarks  to  make.  It  was 
stated  that  he  was  stealing  a  march  on  his  co- 
trustees. He  was  doing  nothing  of  the  kind,  as 
he  believed  their  opinion  to  be  in  accord  with 
his  own. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PATERSON.— No,  no. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  could  not  quite 
understand  the  honorable  member.  When  the 
question  came  up,  and  the  honorable  gentleman 
was  present  at  the  meeting  of  trustees,  he  (Mr. 
Reynolds)  certainly  thought  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  saw  a  difficulty,  and  that  it  would  be 
necessary  to  do  something  in  order  to  get  rid  of 
that  difficulty.  Of  course  this  Bill  was  not  then 
in  contemplation,  but  it  was  necessary  that  some 
action  should  be  taken.  Notwithstanding  the 
"No,  no,"  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Paterson,  he  still 
believed  that  he  was  acting  in  oonformify  with 
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the  wiabes  of,  at  all  erents,  the  majority  of  his 
CO- trustees.  He  was  sorry  to  hear  that  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Paterson  was  not  at  one  with  his  colleaffues, 
hot  he  belieTed  the  otiier  trustees  would  inaorse 
'the  action  that  had  heen  taken  in  the  matter. 
He  (Mr.  Beynolds)  need  not  allude  to  the  fact 
that  it  was  said  that  ho  was  an  interested 
party.  He  had  no  other  interest  than  to  see  the 
endowment  properly  administered  according  to 
law — according  to  what  he  conceiyed  to  he  the 
law  —  laid  down  with  the  concurrence  of  all 
parties  interested  in  this  fund,  and  which  was 
ratified  by  the  Act  of  1866.  He  did  not  wish 
the  Synod,  instead  of  appointing  a  secular  chair, 
to  appoint  a  chair,  as  they  had  threatened  to  do, 
in  the  Otago  Presbyterian  College.  He  thought 
that  would  be  altogether  contrary  to  the  spirit, 
if  not  to  the  letter,  of  the  Act.  The  Hon.  Mr. 
Mensies  said  this  was  a  prirate  Bill,  and  should 
not  be  altered  to  a  public  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES.  — I  did  not  say 
that. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— I  understood 
the  honorable  member  to  say  it  was  a  private 
Bill,  and  should  not  be  altered  into  a  public  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES.— I  said  the  Act  of 
1866  was  a  private  Bill,  that  this  is  also  a  private 
Bill,  and  that  it  should  be  in  accordance  with 
Standing  Orders  affecting  private  Bills. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  said  the  Act  of 
1866  was  a  private  Bill,  but  had  been  amended 
by  a  public  Bill  subsequently,  and  no  objection 
was  taicen  at  the  time.  Even  the  very  oonstitu- 
tion  of  the  Board  was  altered  by  this  public  Bill. 
However,  there  was  another  way  of  getting  rid  of 
the  difficulty.  It  was  possible,  he  believed,  to  get 
a  majority  of  the  ninety-four  members  of  the 
Otago  Association,  or  those  claiming  under  them 
in  virtue  of  their  succeeding  to  the  properties 
purchased  under  the  Association,  to  ask  Parlia- 
ment to  grant  their  request ;  and  he  thought  it 
would  then  be  seen  that  the  Synod  were  not 
carrying  out  the  trust  in  accordance  with  the 
spirit  of  the  Act  and  the  desires  of  those  most 
interested.  He  gathered  from  the  feeling  of  the 
Council  that  his  motion  would  not  be  carried, 
and  he  would  accept  their  decision  on  the  voices. 

Adjournment  of  debate  negatived,  and  motion 
negatived. 

LOCAL  BILLS. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  ACLAND,  in  moving  the  motion 
standing  in  his  name,  said  he  did  so  with  some 
pain,  inasmuch  as  he  was  obliged  to  call  in  ques- 
tion the  propriety  of  one  of  the  members  oi  the 
Committee  entirely  absenting  himself.  He  did 
not  wish  to  say  very  much  about  it.  His  object 
was  more  to  ascertain  what  the  opinion  of  the 
Council  was  in  the  matter.  As  the  Council  was 
aware,  there  were  three  Committees  on  Local  Bills. 
They  had  very  important  duties  to  perform,  and 
on  the  Committee  of  which  he  was  Chairman  it 
was  a  matter  of  great  importance  that  a  gentle- 
man who  was  known  to  have  great  ability  con- 
nected vrith  the  investigation  of  these  Bills  should 
give  the  Committee  the  valuable  assistance  they 
expected  from  him.  What  the  proper  course 
WBS  for  the  Council  to  adopt  he  was  at  a  Iom  to 
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know.    He  begged  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
Council  to  the  (>>mmittee's  report. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  ^'That 
the  interim  report  of  tne  Local  Bills  Committee 
(A),  presented  the  18th  November,  be  considered.'* 
—{Son.  Mr.  Aeland.) 

The  Clbbe  read  the  report  of  the  Committee, 
which  stated  that  the  Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell,  a 
member  of  the  Committee,  had  absented  himself 
from  three  of  its  meetings,  notvrithstanding  that 
he  had  been  summoned  each  time  to  attend. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Gr.  BUCKLEY  siOd,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee,  that  the  other  members 
and  himself  had  looked  forward  to  obtaining  the 
valuable  services  of  the  Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon  BeU, 
and  felt  very  much  disappointed  at  not  being 
able  to  do  so.  He  begged  to  move,  That  the 
honorable  member  be  ordered  to  attend  Com- 
mittee (A)  on  Friday  next. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  that  perhaps 
the  honorable  gentleman  would  like  to  oSer  some 
explanation. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  presumed 
the  proper  course  was  for  him  now  to  withdiaw ; 
and,  with  the  Hon.  the  Speaker's  permissioii,  he 
would  take  that  course.  This  was  the  first  oeoa- 
sion  during  the  existence  of  the  New  Zeslsnd 
Legislature  in  which  a  proceeding  like  this  had 
been  taken.  He  would  ask  the  Hon.  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  to  accept  his  assurance 
that  he  was  not  actuated  by  any  feelings  of  dis- 
respect towards  him  in  acting  as  he  had  done ; 
but  he  could  not  say  that  he  intended  to  take  any 
other  course  than  he  had  taken  already.  H« 
had  asked  the  Hon.  the  Attorney-Gbneral  not  to 
put  his  name  on  the  Committee,  as  he  was  not 
competent  to  do  the  work  in  the  manner  in- 
tended :  at  the  same  time  those  members  who 
considered  themselves  competent  to  do  it  were 
entitled  to  receive  from  him  any  assistance  he 
could  gire  them ;  and  there  were  many  honorable 
members  who  could,  and,  he  believed,  would,  say, 
when  he  left  the  Chamber,  that  he  had  endea- 
voured, with  the  utmost  courtesy,  to  give  them 
every  assistance  he  could.  But  it  was  the  first 
time  that  the  leader  of  the  QoTcmment  had 
attempted  to  force  a  member  of  the  Council  to 
do  a  work  which  he  had  expressed  himself  un- 
willing to  undertake  and  incompetent  to  perform, 
and  he  felt  that  very  great  pressure  had  been 
brought  on  him  by  the  Hon.  the  Attorney-Q^neral 
in  refusing  the  request  he  made  to  hare  his 
name  withdrawn,  and  thereby  forcing  him  on  the 
Committee.  It  would  have  been  a  farce,  at  his 
time  of  life,  and  after  his  Ions  service  to  Parlia- 
ment, if  he  had  merely  attenoed  the  Committee 
and  bowed  himself  out.  He  had  not  been  in  the 
liabit,  as  was  the  case  with  some  honorable  mem- 
bers, of  doing  two  minutes'  work  on  a  Committee 
and  then  retiring.  So  far  as  the  Council  had 
been  pleased  to  put  him  on  Committees  he  had 
endeavoured  to  do  the  work  he  was  competent  to 
perform ;  but  this  work  he  vras  not  competent  to  do, 
and  he  would  not  do  it.  If  the  Council  thought 
it  right,  after  twenty-five  years*  service,  to  inflict 
upon  him  the  great  indignity  of  "  ordering  "  him 
to  attend  this  Committee,  he  should  of  course,  as 
in  dutj  bound,  attend.     He  was  not  aotuated  by 
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ill-f«eling,  but  he  wonld  respeotfally  saj  that 
the  Council  could  not  expect  him  to  do  work 
which  he  felt  incompetent  to  do,  that  he  would 
not  do  it  in  that  way,  and,  if  the  Council  passed 
this  order,  he  should  have  to  choose  what  course 
he  should  follow:  whether  to  go  through  the 
farce  of  attending  the  Committee,  and  making 
his  bow  to  the  Chairman,  or,  if  the  Council  pro- 
ceeded in  the  course  suggested  bj  the  motion  of 
the  Hon.  Mr.  0-.  Buckley,  to  ask  the  Couuoil  to 
receive  his  respectful  farewell. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell  then  withdrew. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATEBHOUSE  hoped  that 
the  resolution  would  be  withdrawn.  No  member 
was  so  hard-working  on  Committees  as  the  Hon. 
Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell.  It  was  yery  invidious  that 
a  man  who  was  a  harder-working  man  on  Com- 
mittees than  any  other  should  be  thus  singled  out, 
although  possibly  in  a  joking  spirit,  for  the  censure 
of  the  House.  If  the  honorable  gentleman  had, 
in  any  degree,  ever  shown  that  he  was  indisposed 
to  place  lus  services  at  the  disposal  of  the  House, 
there  might  be  some  reason  for  this  motion ;  but 
there  was  no  member  placed  on  a  larger  number 
of  Committees,  and  no  member  more  assiduous  in 
his  attention  to  the  duties  of  those  Committees, 
than  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell.  As  regarded  some  of  the 
Committees,  he  oould  well  understand  the  utter 
impossibility  of  the  honorable  member  attending 
to  them  without  neglecting  other  more  important 
duties  to  which  he  was  appointed,  and  he  could 
imagine  that  the  very  e£Pect  of  the  House  ordering 
him  to  attend  this  Committee  would  be  that  he 
would  not  be  able  to  attend  some  other  Com- 
mittee of  more  importance  on  the  same  day.  He 
thought  it  would  be  admitted  that  no  other 
member  devoted  more  of  his  time  and  energies 
to  the  work  of  the  country  than  the  Hon.  Sir  F. 
Dillon  Bell. 

.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Qt,  BUCKLEY  said  he  should 
not  press  the  motion  ;  but,  on  the  report  of  the 
Cbau*man  of  the  Committee,  there  were  two  steps 
open  to  be  taken :  either  to  ask  that  the  honor- 
able member  should  be  ordered  to  attend,  or  for 
the  Chairman  to  move  that  his  name  should  be 
discharged,  and  that  some  other  honorable  mem- 
ber should  be  appointed  in  his  stead.  He  did 
not  moTe  his  motion  with  the  view  of  censuring 
the  honorable  member.  When  the  Local  Bills 
Committee  consisted  of  only  five  members,  the 
honorable  gentleman  took  a  most  active  part  in 
the  business ;  but,  when  the  labour  was  divided 
amongst  three  Committees,  he  objected  to  take 
any  part  in  one  of  the  three. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  the  House  would 
permit  him  to  make  an  observation.  It  was 
quite  a  matter  of  duty  on  the  part  of  the  Chair- 
man of  this  Committee  to  bring  up  the  report  he 
had  brought  up.  It  seemed  to  him  to  have  been 
done  strictly  in  obedience  to,  and  not  evading 
the  performance  of,  a  painful  duty.  At  the 
same  time,  taking  everything  into  consideration, 
he  thought  the  Council  would  act  rightly  in  not 
pressing  its  undoubted  right.  Unless  that  right 
were  generally  observed,  it  was  manifestly  impos- 
sible for  the  business  of  the  country  to  go  on. 
In  this  case,  however,  sufficient  would  have  been 
done  withont  the  Council  pressing  its  power  to 


the  extreme.  If  he  might  be  permitted,  he  would 
say,  with  every  respect,  that  it  would  meet  with 
his  entire  approval  if  the  Council  decided  that  it 
did  not  desire  to  press  the  matter  further.  He 
bore  his  willing  testimony,  so  far  as  the  business 
of  the  country  was  concerned,  to  the  very  as- 
siduous, painstaking,  industrious,  and  able  manner 
in  which  the  Hon  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell  had  performed 
a  great  deal  of  work.  There  was  on  the  table  a 
return,  prepared  in  obedience  to  a  request  of  the 
Council,  of  the  number  of  attendances  on  Com* 
mittees ;  and  he  found  that  the  honorable  member 
had  been  on  ten  Committees,  that  the  number  of 
meetings  of  these  Committees  had  been  altogether 
forty-nine,  and  that  he  had  given  attendance 
thirty  times.  He  thought  this  showed  a  very 
considerable  number  of  attendances.  Many  of 
the  sittings  were  at  one  and  the  same  time,  and, 
with  the  exception  of  three  meetings,  the  Hon. 
Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell  had  attended  them  all.  Pro- 
bably he  had  been  present  at  Committees  as 
great  a  number  of  times  as  it  was  possible  for  a 
member  to  have  attended. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKEB  said,  when  the 
Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell  expressed  a  wish  not  to 
be  placed  upon  the  Committee,  he  made  an  ex- 
cuse which  was  scarcely  tenable.  He  said  he 
could  not  do  the  work :  but  the  honorable  gentle- 
man was  a  principal  member  of  the  Committee 
which  did  the  work  of  the  three  present  Com- 
mittees ;  therefore,  if  put  upon  one  of  these  Com- 
mittees, be  would  only  have  to  do  one-third  of 
the  work  he  had  done  before.  Under  all  the 
circumstances  he  did  not  think  the  honorable 
gentleman's  excuse  was  a  valid  one.  Speaking 
for  himself,  he  might  say  that  he  only  sat  on 
the  Committee  as  a  matter  of  duty ;  he  was  at 
the  same  time  perfectly  well  aware  that  he  could 
often  spend  his  time  much  more  advantageously 
in  attending  to  other  matters.  There  was  no 
doubt  that  the  Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell  was 
the  hardest-working  member  of  the  Council; 
he  took  a  great  deal  of  trouble  and  attended  a 
great  many  Committees ;  and  if  he  had  come  for- 
ward with  the  legitimate  excuse  that  he  was  on  a 
great  many  Committees,  and  that  he  could  not 
attend  to  the  duties  of  the  Local  Bills  Committee, 
that  excuse  would  have  been  accepted.  He  had 
no  objection  to  the  honorable  gentleman's  name 
being  struck  off  the  Committee ;  but  he  must 
protent  against  the  doctrine  that  a  member  could 
abstain  from  attending  a  Committee  whenever  he 
pleased. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  agreed  with  the 
doctrine  laid  down  by  the  Attorn^- Qeneral,  and 
appealed  to  members  of  the  Council  to  say 
whether,  when  his  request  to  be  withdrawn  from 
a  Committee  had  been  refused,  he  had  not  per- 
formed his  duties  in  an  efficient  and  cheerful 
manner.  It  would  have  been  wiser  if  Commit- 
tee (A)  had  borrowed  a  little  from  Committee  (B) 
in  this  respect,  and  then  they  would  have  heard 
nothing  of  this  matter  again.  However,  he  must 
say  that  he  thought  there  was  something  like  a 
religious  persecution  in  the  case  of  the  Hon.  Sir 
F.  Dillon  Bell.  He  seemed  to  be  a  strict  Unitarian 
with  regard  to  this  particular  Committee ;  and  to 
be  for<^  to  conform  to  Trinitarian  dootrinee 
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seemed  to  rayour  verj  much  of  persecution. 
Nobody  recognized  more  fully  than  he  did  the 
value  of  the  Hon.  Sir  F.  Billon  Bell  as  a  member 
of  the  Legislature.  He  was  very  painstaking, 
whether  in  the  Council  or  on  Committees;  but, 
Bs  the  Council  knew,  there  were  what  the  French 
called  Us  dif amies  de  ses  qitalitSt,  and  this  hap- 
pened to  be  one  of  the  difautea  of  his  honor- 
able friend.  He  hoped  t)ie  honorable  gentleman 
would  return  to  his  duties,  and,  eyen  if  they 
were  unpleasant,  perform  them,  as  he  (Mr. 
Mantell)  did  his. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  aBAYsaid,as  this  was  the  first 
occasion  on  which  such  a  question  had  arisen, 
perhaps  the  Hon.  the  Speaker  would  give  his 
ruling  as  to  what  was  the  penalty  that  could  be 
incurred  in  such  a  case.  He  had  been  looking 
throuffh  the  Standing  Orders,  and  could  not  find 
anything  on  the  subject. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  replied  that  if  the 
CouMcil  in  its  wisdom  desired  to  proceed  further 
in  the  matter  it  was  not  powerless.  On  the  con- 
trary, there  was  great  power  in  the  hands  of  the 
Council.  No  member  could  set  himself  up  against 
the  will  of  the  Council  witli  impunity. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell  baring  entered 
the  Chamber, 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  the  Council 
purposed  discharging  the  name  of  the  honorable 
member  from  Committee  on  Local  Bills  (A),  and 
therefore  he  would  not  be  required  to  attend. 
Howeyer,  the  Council  had  power  to  punish  mem- 
bers who  refused  to  attend  to  their  duties,  and 
this  case  was  not  to  be  regarded  as  a  precedent. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  DILLON  BELL  begged  to 
return  his  respectful  thanks  to  the  Council  for 
the  action  they  had  taken  in  the  matter ;  and  he 
trusted  the  Council  and  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  would  receive  his  assurance  that  it 
was  only  on  account  of  the  personal  feeling  that 
had  arisen  in  connection  >vith  this  matter  that  he 
had  taken  the  step  he  had,  and  not  from  any 
intention  to  be  disrespectful  either  to  the  Council 
or  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ACLAND  asked  leave  to  move, 
without  notice,  That  the  name  of  the  Hon.  Sir  F. 
Dillon  Bell  be  discharged  from  Local  Bills  Com- 
mittee (A),  and  that  the  name  of  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Nurse  be  placed  on  the  Local  Bills  Committee 
in  place  thereof. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  G.  BUCKLEY  thought  this 
very  irregular.  It  would  be  a  dangerous  prece- 
dent to  establish,  and  therefore  he  thought  notice 
of  motion  should  be  given. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  inquired  whether  the 
honorable  gentleman  wished  to  press  his  objec- 
tion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Or.  BUCKLEY  replied  in  the 
aiBrmativc. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ACLAND  then  gave  notice  of 
motion  accordingly. 

RAILWAY  TARIFF. 
The  interrupted  debate  was  resumed  upon  the 
question.  That  it  is  desirable  that  this  Council 
snould  be  informed  whether  the  Government 
will  take  into  consideration  the  present  tariff  of 
charges  on  the  railways,  with  the  yiew  of  in- 
Eon,  Mr,  Mantell 


creasing  the  rates  so  as  to  make  the  working  of 
the  several  lines  realize  a  fair  profit,  or  at  least 
contribute  their  full  share  of  receipts  in  aid  of 
the  revenues  of  the  colony. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILLI AMSON  was  undentood 
to  say  he  hoped  the  Council  would  not  accept  the 
motion,  because  be  thought  it  would  be  a  step  in 
the  wrong  direction  if  it  led  to  an  increase  of  the 
rates  of  charges  on  the  railways.  He  thought  the 
charges  should  be  as  low  as  possible.  There  were 
great  anomalies  in  the  present  tariff. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES  thought  the  CouncU 
was  indebted  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Buckley  for  bring- 
ing forward  this  motion.  He  thought  that  it 
would  have  a  very  good  effect,  by  calling  atten- 
tion to  the  fares  charged  for  passengers,  and  the 
tariff  of  charges  for  the  carriage  of  produce. 
Under  the  railway  policy  of  the  Government 
when  first  established,  the  primary  object  was  to 
give  a  ready  means  of  communication  throughout 
the  country,  and  to  facilitate  the  carriage  of  goods 
at  a  cheap  rate.  Were  the  system  thoroughly 
established  it  might  be  good  policy  that  the 
tariff  should  be  increased ;  but,  in  the  mean- 
time, ho  thought,  with  some  honorable  members 
who  had  preceded  him,  that  the  tariff  should  in 
no  case  be  prohibitory,  but  that  every  ftxiMtj 
should  be  given  to  parties  travelling,  and  to  resi- 
dents in  the  interior  of  the  country  to  get  their 
produce  to  market  at  the  lowest  reasonable  rate 
consistent  with  the  railways  paying  current  ex- 
penditure. The  railway  system  of  New  Zea- 
land had  been  contrasted  with  that  of  America, 
and  also  with  that  of  Victoria  ;  but  it  would  bo 
found  upon  consideration  that  the  stat«  of  affaire 
was  altogether  different  in  America  from  what  it 
was  here.  For  example,  in  America  the  lines 
were  all  broad  gauge.  It  was  well  understood  that 
a  broad-gauge  railway,  with  70-lb.  or  75-lb.  rails, 
could  be  worked  at  a  cheaper  rate  in  proportion 
than  a  narrow -gauge  railway,  with  its  40-lb. 
rails.  And  another  reason  why  the  railways  in 
America  would  pay  at  rates  which  would  not  pay 
in  New  Zealand,  was  the  immense  traffic  passing 
over  the  railwajs  there,  which  enabled  the  com- 
panies to  carry  at  a  less  rate  than  could  pos- 
sibly be  charged  in  this  country.  The  same  thing 
obtained  in  Victoria.  Some  of  the  railways  there 
were  the  most  expensive  lines  in  the  colonies, 
being  of  6  feet  3  inch  gauge,  some  portions 
costing  as  much  as  £40,000  a  mile,  while  a 
considemblo  portion  cost  £24,000  per  mile. 
These  railways  were  intended  to  last  for  many 
years  with  little  cost  for  maintenance,  and,  of 
course,  such  lines  could  carry  traffic  at  a  more 
reasonable  rate  than  those  in  New  Zealand,  and 
yet  pay  better.  Another  peculiarity  in  the  New 
Zealand  system  was,  that  the  Government  had  to 
employ  a  staff  which,  although  needed  for  present 
wants,  would  suffice  to  overtake  three  times  the 
traffic.  There  was  thus  a  positive  loss ;  and  it 
was  not  fair  to  contrast  the  railways  in  New 
Zealand  in  their  present  state  with  those  of  Vic- 
toria, New  South  Wales,  or  America.  Looking 
at  the  returns  up  to  the  30th  June  last,  he  found 
that  the  North  Island  railways  paid  a  clear  profit 
of  li  per  cent.,  and  the  South  Island  lines 
8  per  cent.     During    the  last  month  pr    two. 
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owing  to  the  depresfed  state  of  business,  a 
great  falling-off  had  taken  place,  and  on  one  of 
the  best  lines  of  New  Zealand  95  per  cent,  of  the 
takings  were  expended  on  the  line.  This,  how- 
ever, was  only  temporary,  and  he  felt  satisfied 
that,  with  the  prosperity  which  a  large  wool-clip 
and  a  splendid  harvest  would  give,  in  a  very  sliort 
time  the  railways  would  come  up  in  point  of 
profit  to  what  they  had  been  in  the  past,  and  pay 
3  per  cent.,  or  even  more,  in  the  Middle  Island. 
He  held  in  his  hand  the  tariff  of  charges  on  the 
New  2iealand  railways  which  it  was  intended 
should  come  into  force  on  the  1st  of  December. 
The  passenger  rates  were  to  be  as  follow  :  First- 
ohiss  single  ticket,  3d.  per  mile;  second-class, 
2d.  per  mile ;  first-class  return,  4id.  per  mile ; 
second-class  return,  dd.  per  mUe.  He  believed 
that  was  quite  as  low  as  the  tarifi^  in  any  part  of 
Australia.  Then,  with  regard  to  goods.  On 
making  inquiry  he  found  that  the  rates  for  the 
higher  classes  of  merchandise  were  precisely  the 
tame  as  had  been  adopted  in  Victoria  and  New 
South  Wales;  while,  as  to  agricultural  produce, 
coal,  wool,  stone,  and  other  articles  of  that 
description,  they  were  a  shade  lower.  He  was 
satisfied  that  honorable  members  would  not  take 
any  exception  to  the  action  of  the  Government 
in  having  adopted  a  liberal  tariff.  The  rate  for 
agricultural  produce  for  a  distance  not  more  than 
50  miles  was  2d.  per  ton  per  mile,  for  more  than 
50  miles  Id.  per  ton  per  mile  :  for  wheat,  reckon- 
ing ten  four-bushel  bags  to  the  ton  ;  for  barley, 
twelve  four-bushel  bags  to  the  ton  ;  and  for  oats, 
fourteen  four-bushel  bags  to  the  ton,  the  same  rate. 
Then,  again,  for  wool,  not  more  than  50  miles.  Id. 
per  bale  per  mile ;  for  more  than  5P  miles,  |^d. 
per  bale  per  mile.  Then,  for  timber,  under  Class 
K,  for  not  more  than  30  miles,  id.  per  hundred 
superficial  feet  per  mile.  For  live  stock,  for  not 
more  than  10  miles.  Is.  6d.  per  truck  per  mile; 
for  more  than  10  miles  and  not  more  than  50 
miles,  5d.  per  truck  per  mile.  Minerals,  for  not 
more  than  25  miles,  2d.  per  ton  per  mile ;  more 
than  25  miles  and  not  more  than  50  miles,  lid. ; 
more  than  50  miles,  Id.  lu  cases  where  the 
trucks  belonged  to  the  parties  an  allowance  was 
to  be  made.  This  was  a  subject  to  which  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Williamson  referred  when  he  said  that 
a  coal  mine  at  the  Waikato  was  of  no  value  in 
consequence  of  the  heavy  charge  for  railway  car- 
riage. When  it  was  found  that  for  a  distance  of 
not  more  than  25  miles  the  charge  would  be  2d. 
per  ton  a  mile,  and  for  not  more  than  50  miles 
lid.,  he  thought  the  difficulty  referred  to  by 
that  gentleman  would  exist  no  longer.  He  (Mr. 
Holmes)  had  made  special  inquiry  as  to  whether 
such  rates  would  leave  a  profit  to  the  Government, 
and  ho  found  that  for  those  articles — minerals, 
agricultural  produce,  and  so  forth — the  scale  of 
charges  was  fixed  so  low  that  they  would  simply 
cover  the  working  expenses  of  the  railway  and 
leave  a  very  small  margin  for  profit.  Of  course 
some  people  might  imagine  that  these  articles 
should  be  made  to  pay  a  higher  rate;  but  his 
own  opinion  was  that,  for  opening  up  a  coal 
mine,  and  enabling  the  people  to  get  building 
stone  to  the  towns,  the  cost  was  quite  high 
enough.    It  was  desirable  in  the  present  state  of 


the  colony  that  the  lowest  rate  should  be  charged 
consistent  with  the  maintenance  of  the  lines  and 
the  payment  of  current  expenses  in  respect  to 
such  articles  aff  these,  while  for  the  finer  descrip- 
tions of  merchandise  a  higher  rate  might  bo 
charged  by  the  Government — as  high  a  rate,  in 
fact,  as  was  exacted  in  any  of  the  other  colonies. 
He  might  put  this  class  of  produce  in  another 
form,  so  that  honorable  members  might  see  how 
the  matter  worked  out.  It  might  be  put  as  fol- 
lows: Class  E  (agricultural  produce,  &c.),  for 
fifty  miles,  I2s.  lid.  per  ton  =:  64e.  7d.  per 
truck-load  of  five  tons;  for  cattle,  31s.  8d.  per 
truck-load ;  sheep,  23s.  4d ;  native  coal,  36s.  8d. ; 
minerals,  41s.  8d. ;  firewood,  36s.  6d.  Of  course 
it  was  well  understood  that  the  Government  must 
adopt  a  specified  rate,  and  leave  no  option  to 
the  officials.  That  had  been  referred  to  by  the 
late  Minister  for  Public  Works  in  another  p*uce, 
when  he  said  that  a  little  before  the  session  com- 
menced the  contract  for  the  carriage  of  a  large 
quantity  of  wheat — 1,800  tons,  he  thought — could 
have  been  secured  by  the  Gt>vei'nment,  from 
Timaru  to  Christohurch  or  Lyttelton,  and  could 
there  have  been  shipped,  had  there  been  discre- 
tionary power  in  the  hands  of  the  officials  to  alter 
the  scale  of  charges.  However,  they  did  not  se- 
cure it.  A  ship  was  sent  to  Timaru  and  took  the 
wheat  away,  so  that  the  railway  lost  what  might 
have  been  a  very  profitable  transaction.  That 
might  have  been  the  case  ;  but  still  he  thought 
it  would  be  better  to  stand  such  a  loss  as  that 
rather  than  to  sustain  a  much  heavier  loss,  per- 
haps, in  another  direction.  Honorable  members 
would  no  doubt  be  aware  of  an  instance  which 
might  be  given  on  the  opposite  side,  where  ten 
thousand  sheep  were  taken  a  considerable  dis- 
tance at  what  was  behoved  to  be  a  loss  to  the 
Government,  to  say  nothing  of  the  fact  that  the 
whole  of  the  traffic  of  the  Middle  Island  was 
deranged  for  two  or  three  weeks  in  consequence. 
His  impression  was,  looking  forward  to  the  future 
of  this  question,  that  the  object  of  the  Govern- 
ment should  be  to  regulate  the  tariff  so  that  the 
railways  should  yield  a  profit  of  from  2  to  2i 
per  cent,  clear,  after  paying  for  maintenance 
and  working  expenses.  He  thought  there  would 
be  little  difficulty  in  accomplishing  that  for  the 
future,  when  the  various  lines  and  their  feeders 
were  in  proper  working  order.  The  question  was 
one  of  considerable  importance  to  the  colony,  and 
the  honorable  member  had  done  good  service  in 
drawing  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  had  no  objection 
to  the  resolution ;  but  he  thought  the  words 
"  with  the  view  of  increasing  the  rates "  should 
bo  struck  out,  so  that  the  Council  should  not 
commit  itself  to  an  expression  of  opinion  in 
favour  of  an  increase  of  the  rates. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  G.  BUCKLEY  said  he  would 
accept  that  amendment. 

Motion,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

HAWKE'S  BAY  AND  MABLBOROUGH 

RIVERS  BILL. 
On  the  Order  for  the  second  reading  of  this 
Bill  being  read. 
The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILEON  BELL  said  the 
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point  inTolved  in  it  was,  that  the  Local  Bills  Com- 
mittee had  most  properly  said  that  this  was  a 
puhlie  Bill.  If  the  Council  would  allow  the  second 
reading  to  pass,  his  honorehle  friend  Mr.  Holmes 
had  asked  him  to  recast  it,  with  a  yiew  to  practi- 
callj  converting  it  into  a  local  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  said  that  this  was 
strictly  a  local  Bill,  because  there  was  now  no 
power  of  extension  to  other  parts  than  to  those  to 
which  the  Bill  now  applied. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES  said  there  was  no 
doubt  whateyer  that  it  was  intended  to  bring  the 
Bill  into  local  application  only. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  remarked  that 
there  was  something  to  be  said  upon  this  Bill. 
He  thought  it  would  be  well  that  the  Council 
should  know  what  was  its  proposed  scope  and 
bearing.  In  the  shape  in  which  they  were  asked 
to  pass  the  Bill  at  the  present  time,  it  appeared 
to  him  to  be  open  to  objection,  and  certainly  it 
would  require  considerable  amendment  in  Com- 
mittee. When  first  introduced,  he  made  some 
memoranda  upon  the  Bill,  to  which  he  would 
call  the  attention  of  honorable  members.  The 
Hawke's  Bay  and  Marlborough  Rivers  Act,  as 
honorable  members  were  aware,  was  passed  prior 
to  the  general  Rating  Act  of  1876.  That  Act 
entirely  altered  the  rating  provisions  of  this  Act. 
Under  the  Hawke's  Bay  and  Marlborough  Rivers 
Act,  there  was  a  rating  power  according  to  the 
acreage  for  country  lands,  and  according  to  the 
valuation  for  town  lands  ;  but  under  the  Rating 
Act  all  these  acreage  provisions  were  entirely 
done  away  with  :  consequently  it  was  necessary 
that  the  Hawke's  Bay  and  Marlborough  Rivers 
Act  should  be  recast,  or  it  would  be  an  unwork- 
able measure.  He  did  not  know  whether  that 
Act  was  in  operation  just  now  to  any  extent. 
He  suspected  it  was  in  operation.  Wherever  it 
was  in  operation  there  was  no  doubt  whatever 
that  those  rates  at  the  present  time  were  quite 
illegal;  and  if  they  were  legislating  in  refer- 
ence to  this  measure,  it  was  well  at  the  same 
time  that  they  should  remedy  this  undoubted 
defect  in  the  existing  legislation,  so  as  to  make 
the  rates  legal  and  valid.  Under  this  Bill  there 
would  be  three  modes  of  borrowing  authorized : 
there  would  be  the  power  of  borrowing  in  the 
original  Act,  there  would  be  the  ]»ower  of  borrow- 
ing by  resolution,  and  there  would  be  the  power 
of  borrowing  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
the  Municipal  Corporations  Act.  It  was  worthy  of 
consideration  whether  it  was  desirable  that  these 
different  powers  of  borrowing  should  be  given  to 
the  same  Corporation.  If  there  was  to  be  borrow- 
ing under  the  Municipal  Corporations  Act,  there 
was  another  important  change  effected.  Under 
the  Hawke's  Bay  and  Marlborough  Rivers  Act 
there  was  proyision  as  regarded  a  sinking  fund. 
There  was  a  provision  that  loans  should  be  au- 
thorized subject  to  a  sinking  fund  being  provided 
which  should  have  the  effect  of  wiping  away  the 
debts  in  something  like  fifteen  years.  As  regarded 
these  waterworks,  honorable  members  would  see 
that  the  works  were  not  permanent  in  their  cha- 
racter, and  that  it  would  be  unjust — in  many 
cases  ruinous  to  the  district  eventually  —  were 
there  an  absence  of  provision  for  a  sinking  fund. 
Son,  Sir  F,  2>ill<m  BeU 


Otherwise  the  debt  would  be  so  great  thmt  it 
would  be  impossible  to  keep  it  within  fair  bounds. 
If,  however,  loans  were  to  be  raised  under  ^e 
provisions  of  the   Municipal   Corporations  Act^ 
as  herein  proposed,  then  the  effect  would  be 
that  there  would  be  no  sinking  fund,  that  there 
would  be  no  limit  to  borrowing,  and  the  powers  of 
the  Corporation  would  be  very  greatly  increased. 
These  powers  might  work  well  for  a  short  time, 
but  their  eventual  working  would  be  so  to  load 
these  bodies   with    permanent  debt    that    they 
would  be  unable  to  discharge  their  liabilities. 
The  old  Act  provided  that  all  loans  should  be 
on  mortgage.      It  was  now  proposed  that  the 
loans  should  be  on  debentures.    That  was  an- 
other important  alteration  from  the  original  Act 
to  which  attention  had  not  been  called.    He  bad 
called  the  attention  of  honorable  members  to  these 
matters,  because  he  thought  they  should  be  borne 
in  mind  in  passing  the  Bill  through  Committee, 
Honorable  members  would  see  that  there  was 
much  more  to  be  done  by  thb  measure  thaa 
had  been  indicated  by  either  of  the  previous 
speakers. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  said  that 
he  specially  avoided  going  into  details  upon  the 
second  reading,  because  it  was  intended  to  recast 
and  change  the  Bill  altogether.  He  was  muoh 
obliged,  however,  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhooae 
for  going  into  these  points.  He  had  told  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Holmes  that  it  would  be  impossible 
to  carry  out  the  Bill  as  at  present  framed  :  and, 
in  recasting  the  Bill,  he  intended  to  provide  for 
what  his  honorable  friend  Mr.  Waterhouse  had 
drawn  attention  to. 

The  Couttcil  adjourned  at  five  minutcfs  to  fire 
o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wednesday t  19M  November,  1879. 


Fint  Resdinga  —  Second  Readiajra  —  Third  Readisfs — 
Natire  Affairs  Committee:  Summoning  Witness  in 
Custody— PuUmftn  Cars— CoIhnffwood-K&rHne*  Ro«d 
— Oaol  Officials— Natire  Land  Purchases — Fropertj- 
Tax— West  Coast  Native  Reserves— N  atire  Land  Pur- 
chases- Artillery  Corps -Spirits  and  other  Duties— 
Native  Petitions— Nelson  South-West  Gold  Fields— 
Grahamstown-Te  Aroha  Railway  —  Anekland  Roa^ 
and  Bridges— Native  Expenditure— Mr.  Bees'a  Charge 
for  Legal  Advice— Marquis  of  Normanby's  Departnr* 
— Deferred-Payment  Land— Electors— Auckland  De- 
fence Force— Late  Elections— Railway  Free  Paasea— 
Parliamentary  Papers  to  Local  Bodies— Katire  Re- 
serves, Middle  Island— Hokitika  and  Greymouth  Rail« 
way— Otago  Harbour  Board  Petition— Timaru  County 
— High  School  Endowments  luTestment  Bill — Miners' 
Riehta  Fees  Reduction  Bill— Land  Claims  Arbitration 
Bill- Protection  of  Animals  Bill— Abolition  of  Ib> 
prisonment  for  Debt  Bill. 

Mr.  Speakbr  took  the  chair  at  half -past  two 
o'clock. 

PSATBBS. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Taranaki  Iron  Smelting  Works  Bill,  Building 
Societies   Bill,  Members   of   General  Assembly 
Expenses  Bill. 
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SECOND  HEADINGS. 
Marlborough  BiTert  District  Union  Bill,  Otago 
Unirersitj  lUserres  Leasing  Bill,  Kumara  Edu- 
cation Beserves  Leasing  Bill,  Hokitika  Harbour 
Board  Endowment  Bill,  Patents  Bill,  District 
Law  Societies  Bill,  District  Courts  Proceedings 
Validation  Bill. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
District  Courts  Bill,  Timaru  Waterworks  Bill, 
Hamilton  Volunteer  Hall  Site  Bill,  Protection  of 
Animals  Bill. 

NATIVE  AFFAIRS  COMMITTEE  :  SUM- 
MONING WITNESS  IN  CUSTODY. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  moved,  without  notice,  That 
the  gaoler  of  the  Wellington  Ghiol  do  bring 
G«orge  Buckland  Worgan,  now  a  prisoner  in  that 
gaol,  in  safe  custody  to  the  Native  Affairs  Com- 
mittee on  Thursday,  the  20th  day  of  November 
instant,  at  eleven  of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon,  in 
order  to  his  being  examined  as  a  witness,  and  so 
from  time  to  time,  as  often  as  his  attendance 
shall  be  found  necessary  by  the  said  Committee ; 
and  that  Mr.  Speaker  do  issue  his  warrant  accord- 
ingly. He  might  explain  that  the  Committee 
hc^  now  examined  most  of  the  witnesses,  and 
that  it  was  necessary  that  they  should  have  this 
person  before  them  to-morrow.  He  believed  the 
proper  course  to  pursue  was  to  repeat  the  resolu- 
tion that  was  passed  a  few  dajs  ago,  simply  substi- 
tuting the  word  "  Wellington  "  for  "  Wanganui," 
and  fixing  the  date,  as  specified  in  the  motion. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

PULLMAN  CARS. 

Mr.  PYKE  asked  the  Minister  of  Public 
Works, — (1)  Whether  the  Pullman  cars  recently 
imported  from  America  u-e  fitted  with  cast-iron 
seats  and  kerosene  lamps ;  (2)  whether  the  Minis- 
ter is  of  opinion  that  cast-iron  seats  and  kerosene 
lamps  would  add  to  the  bodily  comfort  and  safety 
of  passengers  in  the  event  of  a  collision  or  other 
accident  involving  a  general  smash ;  (3)  whether 
he  will  lay  before  this  House  a  copy  of  the  specifi- 
cations of  the  Pullman  carriages  and  of  the  sec- 
tions of  the  tunnels,  as  sent  to  the  New  York 
agent,  together  with  a  statement  from  the  Engi- 
neer in  Charge  of  the  Middle  Island  of  the  height 
of  each  tunnel  on  the  Christchurch-Invercai^ill 
Railway,  also  the  height  of  the  carriages  as  im- 
ported? He  did  not  want  the  height  of  the 
Lyttelton  Tunnel  to  be  furnished,  because  it  was 
not  on  the  Christ'Church  and  Invercargill  line. 
He  wanted  the  height  of  the  tunnels  on  the  line 
for  which  these  carriages  were  specially  imported ; 
and  he  believed  that,  when  the  information  he 
asked  for  was  supplied,  it  would  be  found  that  no 
blame  whatever  rested  on  the  New  York  agent, 
but  upon  the  Public  Works  Office  in  this  colony. 

Mr.  OLIVER  said  that,  vrith  regard  to  the  first 
part  of  the  question,  he  would  answer  it  in  the 
affirmative.  But  the  danger  which  would  result 
from  the  breaking-up  of  the  seats  was  minimized, 
by  the  fact  that  these  cast-iron  seats  were  set  in 
wooden  framework.  As  to  the  second  question, 
he  did  not  know  whether  it  was  a  matter  of 
great  importanoe  what  his  opinion  on  that  tub* 


ject  might  be.  With  regard  to  the  third  ques- 
tion, he  would  be  most  liappy  to  lay  a  copy  of  the 
specifications,  &c.,  on  the  table. 

COLLINGWOOD-KARAMEA  ROAD. 

Mr.  GIBBS  asked  the  Government,  Whether 
they  will  cause  an  exploration  to  be  made  of  the 
country  lying  between  Collingwood  and  the  Kara- 
mea,  by  way  of  the  Heaphy  Valley,  with  a  view 
of  ascertaining  the  possibility  of  opening  up  an 
available  road  through  that  country,  and  also 
opening  up  the  lauds  along  the  route  of  settle- 
ment? 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  the  Government  had  a 
considerable  amount  of  information  on  this  sub* 
ject  already  —  sufficient,  he  was  told,  to  enable 
them  to  judge  of  the  expediency  of  opening  up 
the  road  from  the  Collingwood  end  so  far  as 
there  was  good  land  available  for  settlement. 
That  was  the  result  of  the  information  at  pre- 
sent in  the  possession  of  the  Gx>vernment,  but  he 
would  be  glad  to  make  further  inquiry  into  Uie 
matter. 

GAOL  OFFICIALS. 

Mr.  TOLE  asked  the  Minister  of  Justice,  If 
the  Government  will  make  provision  on  the  esti- 
mates for  the  equalization  of  the  salaries  of  gaol 
officials  throughout  the  colony?  This  question 
had  been  frequently  asked  before,  and  it  faiad  been 
agreed  to  be  dealt  with  by  several  Governments 
in  favour  of  the  gaol  officials ;  but  as  yet  he 
had  not  seen  any  result  arising  from  those  pro- 
mises. He  would  be  glad  to  receive  a  favourable 
reply  from  the  Government. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  replied  that  the  Govern- 
ment were  quite  sensible  of  the  inequalities 
which  existed  in  regard  to  the  salaries  of  gaol 
officials,  and  generally  in  the  administration  of  the 
gaols  throughout  the  colony.  There  had  been  a 
great  want  of  uniformity  in  the  treatment  of  the 
officials,  and  also  in  the  character  of  the  gaols. 
In  the  estimates  that  were  being  circulated  the 
honorable  member  would  see  that  a  siun  was  put 
down  which  would  enable  the  Government  dur- 
ing the  recess  to  deal  with  this  question  upon 
general  principles.  The  Government  had  not,  of 
course,  yet  had  time  to  consider  the  matter  in 
detail,  but  the  sum  wliich  had  been  placed  on  the 
estimates  would  enable  them  to  deal  with  it  on 
some  uniform  principle. 

Mr.  TOLE  would  ask  the  honorable  gentleman 
if  he  would  pursue  a  similar  course  with  regard 
to  the  wardens  of  lunatic  asylnme. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  this  question  did  not 
come  within  his  department,  and  he  had  not  had 
it  under  his  consideration.  The  Government 
would,  however,  give  the  matter  their  attention. 

NATIVE  LAND  PURCHASES. 

Mr.  GISBORNE  asked  the  Native  Minister, 
Whether  the  Government  will,  during^  the  pre- 
sent session,  bring  in  a  Bill  to  amend  the  exist- 
ing Native-land-purchase  system  ?  By  the  words 
"  Native-land-purchase  system  "  he  meant  to  in* 
elude  public  purchases  of  Native  lands,  as  well 
as  private  purchases. 

Mr.  BRYCE  replied  that  the  Government 
were  moat  anxious  to  obtain  some  amendment 
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of  the  Bjstem,  both  with  regard  to  public  and 
prirate  purchases  of  Natire  lands,  and  thej  were 
fully  convinced  of  the  great  importance  of  the 
subject.  Indeed,  it  was  that  very  conviction 
which  rendered  it,  in  their  opinion,  somewhat 
doubtful  whether  a  Bill  of  the  kind  could  be 
introduced  during  the  present  session.  If  there 
appeared  to  be  any  probability  of  sufficient  time 
being  devoted  to  it  by  the  Assembly,  the  Gt>vem- 
ment  would  introduce  the  Bill ;  but  at  the  pre- 
sent stage  of  the  session  it  did  not  seem  to  the 
Oovemment  likely  that  the  Assembly  would  be 
prepared  to  devote  sufficient  time  to  the  subject, 
and  therefore  it  was  not  likely  that  a  measure  of 
the  kind  would  be  introduced  during  the  present 


PROPERTY-TAX. 

Mr.  aiSBORNE  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
To  what  specific  American  Act  he  referred  when, 
in  his  Financial  Statement,  he  asked  the  House  to 
impose  a  property-tax  upon  the  American  model  ? 
If  the  honorable  gentleman  would  be  good  enough 
to  indicate  the  Act,  it  would  be  useful  to  honor- 
able members  to  refer  to  it  when  they  came 
to  consider  the  property-tax  which  was  to  bo 
founded  on  that  Act. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  he  referred  to  the 
New  York  Statute  of  1869. 

WEST  COAST  NATIVE  RESERVES. 

Mr.  TAINUI  asked  the  Native  Minister,  If 
the  G-overnment  will  bring  in  a  Bill  empowering 
the  issue  of  Crown  grants  for  the  Q-reymouth 
Native  reserves,  and  other  reserves  on  tne  west 
coast  of  the  Middle  Island,  in  accordance  with 
the  adjustments  made  by  Mr.  Commissioner 
Young ;  if  not,  if  he  will  state  his  reasons  for 
withholding  the  said  Crown  grants  P 

Mr.  BRYCE  said  he  had  been  advised  by  the 
Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  that  no  such  measure 
was  necessary,  that  the  requisite  powers  existed 
under  the  present  law,  and  that  it  waa  not 
necessary  to  introduce  a  Bill  to  confer  upon  the 
Government  powers  which  they  already  pos- 
sessed. As  to  the  second  part  of  the  question,  he 
might  f>ay  that  Mr.  Commissioner  Young  did 
not  succeed  in  making  any  definite  subdivision 
of  these  reserves :  indeed,  it  was  found  that  it 
would  be  entirely  impossible  to  do  anything 
of  the  sort.  It  was  true  that  Mr.  Young  had 
made  what  might  or  might  not  be  called  a  pro- 
portionate subdivision — that  was  to  say,  he  had 
assigned  to  one  person  thirty  acres,  to  another 
twenty-five  acres,  to  another  fourteen  acres,  and 
so  on  ;  but  it  must  be  obvious  that  it  depended 
altogether  upon  where  these  particular  portions 
were  selected  as  to  whether  the  larger  or  the 
smaller  portions  would  be  most  valuable.  Those 
subdivided  had  not  been  surveyed  or  defined,  and 
there  was  no  probability  of  that  being  effected. 
It  woulei  therefore  be  impossible  to  issue  the 
grants  to  the  individuals  indicated.  He  under- 
stood, from  a  private  conversation  he  had  had  with 
the  honorable  gentleman,  that  he  desired  to  have 
the  Crown  grants  issued  to  the  whole  of  them; 
but  the  Government  believed  that  the  issue  of 
the  Crown  grants  in  that  way  would  serve  no 
useful  purpose,  bat  would  rather  increase  the 
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confusion  and  difficulty  of  dealing  with  the  re- 
serves. 

NATIVE  LAND  PURCHASES. 

Mr.  KELLY  asked  the  Native  Minister,  Whe- 
ther the  Government  will  lay  a  return  and  map 
before  this  House,  showing  the  blocks  of  Native 
land  purchased  from  the  Natives  in  the  North 
Islana  since  1870,  indicating  their  position,  acre- 
age, and  cost ;  also  a  return  and  map  showing 
the  blocks  of  Native  land  for  which  negotiations 
have  been  entered  into,  showing  position,  acreage, 
price  per  acre  agreed  on,  ultimate  liabili^,  and 
amount  paid  on  each  block  respectively  ?  He 
asked  the  question  in  consequence  of  a  statement 
made  to  the  House  by  the  Native  Minister,  to 
the  effect  that  a  very  large  amount  of  land  of 
very  inferior  quality  had  been  purchased  at  % 
very  hi^h  price ;  and  that  an  enormous  liability, 
amounting  to  about  a  million  of  money,  bad  been 
incurred  in  consequence  of  negotiations  entered 
into  to  purchase  land.  There  was  no  detail 
given  as  to  the  advisableness  or  otherwise  of  com- 
pleting these  purchases ;  and  he  hoped  the  Go- 
vernment would  give  all  possible  information  in 
regard  to  the  matter,  so  that  the  House  might 
satisfy  itself  as  to  whether  these  purchases  should 
be  completed  or  not. 

Mr.  BRYCE  said  he  thought  perhaps  the 
honorable  gentleman  was  not  aware  that  a  return 
had  been  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House  giving 
in  detail  much  of  the  information  the  honorable 
gentleman  asked  for.  It  did  not,  however,  em- 
brace the  question  of  liabilities.  That  was  the 
single  omission :  all  the  other  information  which 
could  be  included  in  the  return  was  there.  The 
ultimate  amount  of  the  liabilities  vras  not  stated, 
and  it  would  be  impossible  to  ascertain  it  with 
greater  exactness  than  he  had  indicated  in  the 
Statement  he  made  to  the  House.  He  understood 
that  during  the  next  few  days  the  report  of  % 
Committee  would  be  circulated  which  would  show, 
amongst  other  things,  the  amount  of  the  liabili- 
ties in  detaiL  That  report  would  give  the  infor- 
mation the  honorable  gentleman  asked  for  on 
that  point.  He  held  a  map  in  his  hand,  but  it 
only  referred  to  the  Wanganui  purchases.  He 
would  lay  that  on  the  table  now,  but  another  map 
would  be  prepared  if  the  honorable  gentleman 
desired  it. 

Mr.  KELLY  said  he  was  aware  that  a  return 
had  been  laid  on  the  table,  but  it  was  not  suffi- 
ciently explicit  without  a  map.  He  wished  to 
see  a  map  of  the  whole,  in  the  terms  of  the 
question. 

ARTILLERY  CORPS. 

Mr.  SHANKS  asked  the  Gt>vemment,  Wlttt 
steps  they  intend  to  take  with  a  view  to  sup- 
plying the  Volunteer  artillery  batteries  with  a 
proper  complement  of  field-guns,  and  whether  a 
sum  will  be  placed  upon  the  estimates  this  ses- 
sion for  procuring  the  necessary  guns;  also,  if 
the  Government  propose  any  increase  in  the  capi- 
tation at  present  paid  to  artillery  corps ;  and,  if 
so,  to  what  extent  ? 

Mr.  HALL  said  the  Gbremment  had  had  this 
question  under  consideration,  and  they  hoped 
during  the  present  year   to  make   tome   pro- 
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yision  with  regard  to  guns.  With  regard  to  tho 
capitation  at  preBent  paid,  thej  quite  recognized 
the  claims  of  these  corps,  but,  in  the  present 
financial  condition  of  the  colony,  they  regretted 
that  they  could  not  recommend  the  House  to 
make  any  increase  in  the  capitation  grant. 

SPIRITS  AND  OTHER  DUTIES. 

Mr.  Q-EORQ-E,  in  moring  the  motion  standing 
in  his  name,  said  it  had  been  currently  reported 
in  the  lobbies  and  outside  of  the  House  that,  pre- 
rious  to  arriving  at  any  final  result,  the  Govern- 
ment had  held  two  caucuses  for  the  purpose  of 
considering  their  financial  measures,  and  that  at 
these  caucuses  they  had  submitted  to  their  party 
tlie  question  of  reim posing  and  increasing  certain 
duties.  He  could  hardly  believe  that  any  Go- 
vernment would  take  the  advice  of  their  party 
in  regard  to  what  their  financial  measures  should 
be,  and  certainly  not  in  regard  to  an  increase 
or  imposition  of  Customs  duties.  There  was  no 
doubt  that,  as  the  result  of  these  caucuses,  large 
quantities  of  tea,  sugar,  spirits,  and  tobacco  had 
been  removed  from  the  Customhouses  in  various 
parts  of  the  colony  during  the  last  three  weeks. 
He  would  not  occupy  the  time  of  the  House 
further,  but  would  move  the  motion.  * 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  '*  For  a 
return,  in  tabulated  form,  showing  the  value  of 
and  duty  paid  to  the  Customs  on  spirits,  tea,  and 
sugar,  which  have  been  cleared  from  the  various 
bonds  in  the  colony,  for  the  respective  weeks  end- 
ing 27th  September,  4th  October,  11th  October, 
18th  October,  25th  October,  Ist  November,  8th 
November,  and  15th  November ;  and  also  the 
value  of  and  duty  paid  on  the  above-named 
articles  for  the  corresponding  period  of  the  year 
1878."— (Jfr.  George.) 

Mr.  HALL  said  the  Government  would  have 
no  objection  to  the  return.  He  did  not  hear  the 
whole  of  (he  honorable  gentleman's  speech ;  but 
perhaps  the  honorable  gentleman  would  repeat 
his  statement  as  to  where  "  it  had  been  reported  " 
that  the  Government  had  communicated  their 
intentions  to  their  supporters. 

Mr.  GEORGE  said  it  was  currently  reported 
in  the  lobbies  and  in  the  town.  The  statement 
had  also  appeared  in  the  newspapers. 

Mr.  HALL  said  he  Iiad  seen  the  statement 
in  newspapers,  but  he  understood  that  the 
report  originated  with  members  of  the  Opposi- 
tion ;  and,  if  anybody  was  responsible  for  the 
loss  of  duty  which  the  colony  had  sustained,  cer- 
tainly it  was  honorable  members  who  ciroidated 
these  reports  for  the  purpose  of  making  political 
capital  out  of  them.  A  grievous  and  serious 
responsibility  rested  upon  those  gentlemen.  He 
was  really  sorry  that  the  interests  of  the  colony 
should  be  sacrificed  by  the  endeavours  on  the 
part  of  those  honorable  gentlemen  to  attach 
politicol  odium  to  their  opponents.  He  hoped, 
when  his  honorable  friend  had  been  longer  a 
member  of  this  House,  he  would  rise  to  con- 
siderations of  that  kind,  and  would  remember 
that  the  interests  of  the  colony  and  of  the  public 
revenue  should  be  superior  to  any  small  ad- 
vantage against  politic&l  opponents  that  might 
be  obtained  by  circulating  such  reports.    He  was 
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sure,  if  the  Gx>vemment  had  had  the  advantage 
of  the  honorable  gentleman's  presence  at  these 
meetings  with  their  friends,  he  would  have  found 
that  what  he  suggested  as  to  the  way  in  which 
they  dealt  with  their  supporters  was  (^uite  incor- 
rect. The  Government  called  their  friends  toge- 
ther and  ascertained  their  views,  but  did  not  by 
any  means  consider  it  their  duty  to  communicate 
to  them  information  that  might  lead  to  a  loss  of 
revenue. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY,  as  a  member  of  the 
Opposition,  must  deny  tiiat  he  had  circulated 
any  such  reports  as  the  Premier  attributed  to 
members  of  that  party.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man made  assertions  which  he  was  not  able  to 
prove,  and  endeavoured  while  speaking  to  cast 
imputations  upon  tlie  Opposition  of  having  done 
something  that  would  interfere  vrith  the  revenue 
of  the  colony.  The  honorable  gentleman  should 
not  cast  such  reflections  on  the  Opposition ;  and 
as  a  member  of  that  party  he  (Mr.  Montgomery) 
denied  having  done  anything  that  would  injure 
the  interests  or  revenue  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  SHRIMSKI  moved  that  galvanized  iron 
be  included  in  the  return. 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  motion,  as  amended, 
agreed  to. 

NATIVE  PETITIONS. 
•Mr.  TOLE  moved.  That  the  time  has  arrived 
when  it  is  no  loneer  desirable  that  petitions  from 
persons  of  the  N'ative  race  should  be  exempt 
from  conforming  to  the  same  rules  and  orders 
of  the  House  as  are  required  in  relation  to  all 
other  petitions.  He  hoped  the  members  of  the 
Maori  race  would  not  consider  that  in  doing  so 
he  was  in  any  way  endeavouring  to  infringe  upon 
the  privileges  of  the  Native  race.  The  proposal 
was  rather  to  curtail  the  abuse  of  those  privileges. 
He  presumed  the  rule  relaxing  the  strictness  of 
the  Standing  Order  in  relation  to  Maori  peti- 
tions was  passed  at  a  time  when  the  members  of 
that  race  were  removed  from  civilization,  and 
had  not  their  present  opportunities  of  thoroughly 
knowing  the  rules  of  the  House;  but  he  con- 
sidered the  time  had  arrived  when  this  indul- 
gence should  cease.  The  rule  had  been  in  exis- 
tence for  a  great  many  years.  As  far  as  he  could 
gather  from  the  Standing  Orders  at  his  com- 
mand, it  had  existed  long  prior  to  1864  or 
1865.  In  recent  sessions,  however,  the  rule  had 
been  very  much  abused.  The  language  which 
was  used  in  some  of  these  petitions  had  been 
knowingly  and,  he  believed,  needlessly  intempe- 
rate. Honorable  members  of  the  House  had  been 
maligned,  and  the  House  itself  attacked  and  even 
condemned  in  the  very  strongest  terms.  If  lan- 
guage of  that  kind  had  been  used  in  petitions  from 
Europeans,  they  would  have  been  at  once  re- 
jected. It  was  a  remarkable  fact  that  petitions 
containing  language  of  this  intemperate  character 
had  been  presented  by  honorable  members  of  the 
European  race,  but  he  did  not  recollect  a  single 
instance  in  which  a  Maori  member  of  the  House 
had  presented  a  petition  in  any  way  indecorous. 
It  had  therefore  pressed  itself  upon  him  that  this 
rule,  which  had  been  abused  by  Europeans,  should 
no  longer  exist.    There  were  now  four  members 
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of  the  Maori  race  in  that  House  and  four  in  the 
Legislatire  Council,  to  whom  the  Maoris  could 
appeal  for  information  with  regard  to  the  Stand- 
ing Orders  on  petitions,  and  there  was  therefore 
no  longer  any  reason  why  those  Standing  Orders 
should  be  relaxed.  If  the  resolution  were  passed, 
it  would,  he  believed,  be  a  step  in  the  right  direc- 
tion, as  it  would  place  both  races  on  an  equality, 
while  it  would  inflict  do  hardship  or  ii^ustice 
upon  tlie  Natives  specially.  It  would  also  pre- 
vent the  rule  from  being  worked  by  the  "  know- 
ing "  ones  of  the  House  to  their  own  advantage, 
and  in  furtherance  of  their  designs,  and  in  direct 
violation  of  a  rule  which  was  supposed  to  be  for 
the  indulgence  of  the  Native  race  alone. 

Mr.  TAWHAI  seconded  the  motion,  and  quite 
agreed  with  the  mover  that  there  should  be  one 
rule  in  regard  to  the  petitions  from  both  races, 
attacking  any  members  of  the  House.  Some  of 
the  petitions  from  the  Natives  were  quite  correct, 
but  others  were  wrong  in  making  accusations 
against  members  of  the  House,  and  honorable 
members  should  not  bo  allowed  to  bring  them  in, 
as  they  caused  disturbance. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  pointed  out  that,  as  this  was  a 
proposal  to  alter  a  Standing  Order,  it  could  not 
be  put  unless  two- thirds  of  the  House  were  pre- 
sent. As  that  number  were  not  present  it  could 
not  be  put.  It  would  be  better  for  the  honorable 
gentleman  to  move  that  the  resolution  be  referred 
to  the  Standing  Orders  Committee. 

Mr.  TOLE  would  agree  to  that  course. 

Mr.  BRYCE  sympathized  very  largely  with 
the  resolution,  and  thought  that  Maori  petitions 
ought  to  be  assimilated  in  their  form  to  those 
from  Europeans.  He  was  not,  however,  quite 
sure  that  the  time  had  yet  arrived  for  that  being 
done,  although  no  doubt  it  was  rapidly  approach- 
ing. While  he  would  like  to  see  the  position  in 
regard  to  Maori  petitions  assimilated  to  that  of 
European  petitions,  still  he  thought  it  would  be 
undesirable  to  shut  out  petitions  which  might  be 
of  ffreat  importance,  simply  on  account  of  some 
littk  want  of  form.  The  Native  member  who 
had  spoken,  and  also  the  mover  of  the  resolution, 
referiHsd  to  a  particular  kind  of  petitions,  and 
there  was  no  doubt  that  sort  of  petition  was  very 
objectionable ;  but  a  too  strict  adherence  to  the 
Standing  Orders  might  shut  out  other  petitions. 
He  did  not  know  whether  the  Native  honorable 
member  had  that  in  view  when  he  spoke.  For 
instance,  he  (Mr.  Bryce)  had  been  informed  that 
if  the  cast-iron  rule  were  enforced  at  least  three- 
fourths  of  the  Maori  petitions  presented  would 
be  rejected  simply  for  want  of  form.  He  did  not 
know  whether  tne  honorable  member  would  think 
that  desirable.  It  would  be  well,  however,  that 
the  matter  should  be  referred  to  the  Standing 
Orders  Committee ;  and  he  would  not,  therefore, 
oppose  the  motion,  although  he  was  rather  in 
doubt  whetlier  it  could  be  given  effect  to  imme- 
diately or  not. 

Mr.  MAC  ANDREW  would  move  the  addition 
of  the  following  words  to  the  resolution  :  "  and 
that  the  subject  be  referred  to  the  Standing  Orders 
Committee  for  their  consideration."  It  was 
highly  desirable  that  this  resolutiou  should  be 
passed,  and  that  Europeans  should  not  have  an 
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opportunity  of  making  Maori  ignorance  of  our 
customs  a  cloak  for  presenting  some  very  unfair 
petitions  to  the  House. 

Mr.  MOSS,  as  Chairman  of  the  Petitions 
Classification  Committee,  might  explain  that  the 
members  of  that  Committee  were  often  placed  in 
great  difficulty  in  regard  to  these  petitions.  Some 
of  them  were  simply  absurd,  such  as  the  peti- 
tion asking  that  the  House  should  stop  debasing 
on  certaiu  subjects,  and  go  on  with  business ;  or 
expressing  disapproval  of  what  the  late  Govern- 
ment had  done.  Petitions  of  this  kind  had  been 
presented  by  the  honorable  member  for  Waira- 
rapa  (Mr.  Beetliam).  Again,  there  were  Native 
petitions  reflecting  most  seriously  upon  the  cha- 
racters of  members  of  the  House,  and  of  persons 
outside  of  it ;  so  much  so  that  the  Classification 
Committee  felt  a  delicacy  in  sending  them  for- 
ward,  because  similar  petitions  from  Europeans 
had  been  stopped,  and  because,  if  forwarded 
by  the  Committee,  they  became  records  of  the 
House,  and  the  persons  attacked  might  have  no 
opportunity  of  vindicating  their  characters.  Ho 
believed  the  Maoris  were  much  more  intelligent 
in  these  matters  than  many  persons  gave  them 
credit  for ;  and,  if  they  once  understood  that  care 
must  be  used  in  framing  their  petitions,  they 
would  have  no  difficulty  in  getting  Europeans  to 
help  them. 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  motion,  as  amended 
agreed  to. 

NELSON  SOUTH-WEST  GK)LD  FIELDS. 
Mr.  J.  B.  FISHER,  in  moving  the  motion 
standing  in  his  name,  said  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee which  had  taken  evidence  on  this  subject 
had  been  printed ;  and  he  thought  it  would  be 
quite  sufficient,  if  honorable  members  read  the 
evidence,  to  insure  the  acceptance  by  the  House 
in  Committee  of  his  proposal  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  be  asked  to  give  effect  to  the  report 
by  placing  a  sum  of  money  on  the  estimates. 
He  Knew  that  a  large  amount  of  prejudice  had 
existed  against  the  further  construction  of  water- 
races,  on  account  of  the  enormous  cost  to  the 
country  of  water-races  on  the  West  Coast :  but 
the  fact  that  they  had  cost  so  much  was  no 
argument  against  the  construction  of  races.  It 
was  well  known  that  one  race  had  cost  sixty  or 
seventy  thousand  pounds  more  than  it  should 
have  done,  through  a  mistake  in  ordering  material 
in  England.  Another  cause  of  the  prejudice 
against  water-races  was,  that  they  appeared  to 
yield  but  a  small  return  upon  the  outlay.  Now, 
with  reference  to  that,  a  great  deal  of  light  had 
been  thrown  on  the  subject  during  the  last  few 
months  by  the  report  of  Mr.  C.  Y.  O'Connor, 
which  appeared  in  the  Appendix  E  to  the  Jour- 
nals of  1879,  p.  45.    In  that  report  he  said, — 

"  With- reference  to  water-races  generally,  but 
more  particularly  with  regard  to  the  Nelson 
Creek  and  Waimea  Water-races,  which  are  the 
only  ones  in  this  district  hitherto  constructed 
and  worked  by  the  Government  themselves, 
there  is  a  subject  which  is  worthy  of  some  con- 
sideration, and  upon  which  some  hitherto  unat- 
tainable data  have  been  collected  during  the  last 
few  months  —  namely,  the  coUateral  advantages 
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deriTed  from  water-races  orer  and  abore  any  nefc 
rerenue  which  thoy  may  yield  towards  paying 
interest  on  their  cost. 

"  To  get  some  idea  of  this,  the  managers  of  the 
two  races  in  question  were  instructed  some  con- 
siderable time  back  to  endeavour  to  ascertain  by 
OTcry  means  in  their  power  the  actual  number  of 
men  kept  at  work  in  the  mines  by  the  use  of 
Gk)Ternment-race  water,  and  the  number  of  ounces 
of  gold  thus  obtained,  and,  after  experimenting 
upon  various  methods  of  acquiring  this  informa- 
tion, they  hare  succeeded  since  November  last  in 
getting  it  with  a  close  approach  to  accuracy,  and 
the  average  for  the  year  deduced  from  this  in- 
formation  is  as  follows  : — 

"  Nelson  Creek  Mace. — Number  of  men  em- 
ployed daily  througliou|it  the  year,  70 ;  number  of 
ounces  of  gold  so  obtained,  4,400. 

*'  Waimea  Race. — Number  of  men  employed 
daily  throughout  "the  year,  617;  number  of 
ounces  of  gold  so  obtained,  21,400. 

"  From  this,  then,  it  will  be  seen  that,  while 
the  direct  net  revenue  of  the  races  in  question  is 
£2,900  per  annum,  tliey  at  the  same  time  main- 
tain in  continuous  employment  as  many  as  687 
men,  and  yield  to  each  of  these  an  income  of 
£145  per  annum  ;  and,  as  this  is  considerably  in 
excess  of  the  cost  of  living  of  the  men  in  ques- 
tion, it  is  a  reasonable  deduction,  as  it  is  also  the 
fact  that  capital  is  thus  accumulated  by,  at  any 
rate,  some  of  the  men  engaged,  and  that  this 
capital  is  afterwards  applied  in  developing  more 
permanent  industries  in  other  parts  of  the  coun- 
try. 

"The  collateral  results  arising  from  the  con- 
struction of  water-races,  therefore,  appear  to  be 
very  great,  the  gross  receipts  derived  from  the 
two  races  above  mentioned,  which  cost  in  all 
about  £230,000,  being  about  £100,000  per  annum, 
and  involving  the  maintenance  of  687  working 
miners,  equivalent  to  a  population  of,  say,  3,000 
souls,  who  each  contribute  a  considerable  amount 
to  the  Customs  revenue." 

Honorable  members  would  see  from  these  facts 
the  enormous  advantages  which  accrued  to  the 
country  from  the  construction  of  those  watcr- 
races.  Honorable  members  would  recollect  that 
those  races  cost  nearly  twice  as  much  as  they 
ought  to  have  cost,  simply  from  the  mistakes 
made  by  the  Agent-General  in  sending  from 
Home  pipes  utterly  unsuitable,  which  cost  an 
enormous  sum  for  transmission,  and  also  from 
some  other  circumstances  which  would  not  occur 
in  the  future  construction  of  water-races.  An- 
other argument  used  against  the  construction  of 
water-races  by  the  Government  was,  that  if  the 
races  were  desirable  they  would  bo  undertaken  by 
private  enterprise.  But  private  enterprise  did 
not  reap  the  collateral  advantages  from  those 
works  which  the  Government  did.  Private  enter- 
pnse  had  to  depend  on  the  rack-rent  which  it  was 
able  to  obtain  from  miners  for  the  water;  while 
the  Government  not  only  got  the  rack-rent,  but  it 
also  got  Customs  revenue,  gold  duty,  Court  fees, 
post  and  telegraph  fees,  and  all  the  other  items 
which  a  population  living  in  a  state  of  civiliza- 
tion and  comfort,  as  the  miners  did,  continually 
contributed  tpwards  the  revenue  of  the  colony. 


If  private  enterprise  could  also  derive  those  col- 
lateral advanta(;es,  the  work  would  soon  be  done 
without  the  aid  of  the  Government.  The  Colo- 
nial Treasurer,  in  his  Financial  Statement,  said 
he  hoped  "that  the  expenditure  would  be  con- 
fined to  necessary  and  profitable  works."  Now, 
the  work  he  (Mr.  J.  B.  Fisher)  proposed  to  be  con- 
structed by  the  Government  fulfilled  both  of  those 
requirements.  It  was  necessary  for  the  district, 
as  shown  by  the  evidence  before  the  Committee, 
which  evidence  had  been  printed  and  was  in  the 
hands  of  honorable  members.  Water  had  always 
been  very  badly  wanted  in  this  district,  and  it 
was  only  owing  to  the  fact  that  they  had  had 
very  rainy  seasons  during  the  last  two  or  three 
years  that  the  people  had  been  able  to  get  on 
at  all.  Those  rainy  geasons  had  brought  the 
district  out  of  a  state  of  (^reat  depression  into 
one  of  comparative  prosperity  and  success.  The 
construction  of  this  water-race  had  been  looked 
forward  to  by  the  population  of  this  district  for 
a  number  of  years.  Tradesmen  and  miners 
had  been  waiting,  and  many  of  the  latter  had 
held  claims  for  four  and  five  years  simply  on  the 
prospect  of  getting  a  rich  return  when  this  water 
was  brought  in.  If  the  water  were  not  brought 
in,  he  prophesied  that  in  a  year  or  two  the  popu- 
lation of  Charleston  District  would  be  reduced 
by  one-half.  If  honorable  members  knew  the  gold- 
mininff  resources  of  this  district,  the  permanent 
settled  habits  of  the  people,  the  extent  to  which 
marrying,  settling  down,  and  getting  families  and 
homesteads  around  them  obtained  amongst  this 
people,  thoy  would  readily  vote  for  this  motion. 
There  wa^  only  one  other  thing  he  would  urge  in 
support  of  the  motion—  namely,  that  it  was  neces- 
sary this  work  should  be  undertaken  for  the  sake 
of  saving  the  credit  of  the  Government  and  the 
colony.  A  sum  of  money  for  this  race  was  placed 
on  the  estimates  in  1877  by  the  Atkinson  Go- 
vernment. It  was  not  spent,  because  the  Govern- 
ment said  they  were  not  in  possession  of  sufficient 
data,  and  surveys  and  plans  had  not  been  pre- 
pared. That  may  have  been  the  reason,  or  it  may 
have  been  that  the  Government  were  turned  out 
and  another  Government  came  in  towards  whom 
the  then  member  for  the  district  was  hostile. 
Since  then  the  Government  had  bought,  at  an 
expense  of  £3,000  or  £4,000,  a  small  race,  which 
they  thought  would  have  the  effect  of  setting  at 
rest  all  clamour  for  water.  But  the  people  did 
not  want  the  water  already  on  the  ground  to  change 
owners.  What  they  wanted  was  more  water.  The 
fact  of  the  Government  buying  that  race  by  no 
means  increased  the  supply.  The  Engineer  esti- 
mated that  £1 1 ,000  would  be  required  for  the  work 
of  bringing  in  a  supply  of  water  equal  to  the 
requirements  of  the  district.  Seeing  that  the 
Government  at  present  kept  a  staff  for  maintaiu- 
ing  the  small  race,  the  least  they  could  do  was  to 
finish  the  work  by  constructing  this  water-race 
which  he  proposed,  the  management  of  which 
would  add  no  cost  to  the  management  of  the 
small  race.  In  addition  to  the  fact  that  a  sum 
had  been  voted  for  the  race  in  1877,  it  was  pro- 
mised by  the  late  Government,  on  their  visit  to 
Westport  in  1878,  that  this  race  would  be  con- 
structed immediately ;  and  since  then  a  contract 
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had  been  entered  into  by  tbe  GoTcmmont  with  | 
the  County  Council,  by  which  the  G-orernment  ' 
undertook  to  construct  the  race  in  consideration  ' 
of  certain  promises  by  the  County  Council.     On 
the  80th  August,  1878,  Mr.  John  Knowles  wrote 
to  the  Chairman  of  the  Buller  County  Council  as 
follows : — 

"Public  Works  Office, 
"  Wellington,  30th  August,  1878. 

"Sib, — Bef erring  to  your  recent  interview  with 
the  Hon.  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  relatire 
to  the  construction  of  the  Four-Mile  Water-race, 
I  am  directed  by  the  Minister  to  inform  you  that 
the  Government  asree  to  comply  with  your  re- 
quest, and  that  the  Tot«  of  last  year  will  be 
renewed  :  the  work  to  bo  proceeded  witli  on 
condition  that  interest  on  one-half  the  cost  of 
construction  shall  be  paid  by  the  Buller  County ; 
and  that  any  profits  which  may  accrue  from  the 
race,  over  and  above  defraying  the  cost  of  main- 
tenance and  management,  shall  be  applied  to 
recouping  the  outlay  incurred  by  the  colony. 
Thereafter  such  profit  shall  become  county  reve- 
nue.— I  have,  &c., 

"John  Knowlbs, 
"  Under  Secretary  for  Public  Works. 

"  The  Chairman,  Buller  County." 

Tbe  terms  proposed  in  the  foregoing  offer  were 
accepted  by  the  county,  so  that,  apart  altogether 
from  tbe  reasonable  inducements  which  existed 
to  undertake  this  very  small  work,  the  Govern- 
ment were  bound  by  a  contract  which  they  had 
entered  into  with  the  County  Council  to  con- 
struct this  water-race.  He  submitted  that  the 
facts  stated  proved  that  tiiis  work  not  only  came 
within  those  commended  by  the  Treasurer,  and 
was  both  necessary  and  profitable,  but  that  the 
Government  were  bound  by  every  consideration 
of  justice  and  morahty  to  carry  out  the  work. 
He  hoped  the  House  would  agree  to  the  motion. 

Motion  made,  and  question  put,  "  That  this 
House  will  to-morrow  resolve  itself  into  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  to  consider  a  resolution,  *  That 
this  House  doth  concur  in  the  report  of  the  Gold 
Fields  Committee  upon  the  petition  of  Richard 
Reeves  and  others,  of  Charleston  and  Westport, 
Nelson  South-west  Gold  Fields;  and  recom- 
mends the  Government  to  make  provision  ac- 
cordingly.'"—(Ifr.  J.  B.  FUher.) 

Motion  agreed  to. 

GRAHAMSTOWN-TE  AROHA  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  MURRAY,  in  moving  the  motion  standing 
in  his  name,  said  it  had  reference  to  a  question 
which  had  been  largely  debated  in  the  House. 
It  was  therefore  not  necessary  to  take  up  time  by 
going  over  the  same  ground.  It  would  be  seen, 
however,  from  the  report  of  a  Committee  in  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  that  there  were 
serious  doubts  as  to  the  legality  of  this  railway. 
In  order  to  put  an  end  to  this  controversy,  he  had 
given  notice  of  this  motion.  The  Committee  of 
the  other  House  reported  to  this  effect : — 

"  The  safeguards,  therefore,  which  both  Houses 
intended  to  create  with  regard  to  the  expenditure 
of  money  and  the  incurring  of  liability,  were  not 
observed.  It  is  true  that  the  amount  involved 
up  to  the  present  time  is  not  very  large.  But  it 
Mr,  J,  B,  Fisher 


would  become  a  matter  for  serious  concern  if 
Parliament  were  to  understand  that  the  Executive 
could  permanently  disregard  the  conditions  of  tlie 
Railways  Construction  Act,  and  could  again  claim 
the  right  of  determining  at  its  own  pleasure,  and 
without  reference  to  the  will  of  tbe  Legislature, 
not  only  what  the  route  of  every  line  should  be, 
but  the  part  of  the  line  to  which  any  appropria- 
tion should  be  applied 

"  Tbe  Minister  acted  upon  an  opinion  of  the 
late  Attorney-General  (Mr.  Stout),  which  was  to 
the  effect  that  the  Gt>Temment  were  justified  in 
acting;  under  the  Public  Works  Appropriation 
Act  instead  of  the  Railways  Construction  Act: 
the  Committee  desired  to  have  this  opinion  be- 
fore them,  but,  though  recorded  in  the  office,  it 
has  not  yet  been  found.  The  Audit  passed  the 
vouchers  under  the  contracts  entered  into,  as  the 
attention  of  the  Controller  had  not  been  called  to 
the  requirements  of  the  Construction  Act.  Since 
his  first  examination  before  the  Committee,  that 
officer  has  felt  it  his  duty  to  bring  the  question  of 
tlie  legality  of  these  contracts  before  tlie  present 
Attorney-General  and  Solicitor- General,  whose 
opinions  are  adverse  to  their  validity.  It  would 
obviously  be  very  unreasonable  now  to  inflict  any 
disability  on  a  contraetor ;  but,  although  the  Audit 
will  continue  to  pass  vouchers  under  contracts 
already  entered  into,  payments  will  no  longer  be 
capable  of  being  made  under  new  contracts,  un- 
less the  provisions  of  the  existing  law  are  strictly 
carried  out." 

Mr.  GISBORNE  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  The 
honorable  gentleman  was  reading  from  the  report 
of  a  Committee  of  the  Legislative  Council,  and 
that  report  had  not  yet  been  laid  before  this 
House.  '  If  such  a  report  were  laid  before  tbe 
House  he  doubted  whether  it  would  not  be  an 
invasion  of  their  privileges.  If  the  House  wanted 
such  a  report  the  proper  course  would  be  to  move 
an  address  to  the  Legislative  Council  to  send  it 
down.  The  honorable  gentleman  had  no  right  to 
quote  from  a  report  of  that  body  not  before  the 
House,  and  dealing  with  finauce.  That  report  re- 
lated to  the  question  of  the  control  and  expendi- 
ture of  public  money,  and  he  thought  it  was  the 
peculiar  province  of  this  House  to  deal  with  that 
question.  It  was  not  the  function  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council  to  instruct  this  House  as  to  the 
expenditure  of  public  money,  the  Council  not 
being  the  representative  of  the  people. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  did  not  think  the  honorable 
member  for  Bruce  was  out  of  order  in  referring 
to  a  report  of  a  Committee  of  the  other  branch 
of  the  Legislature. 

Mr.  MURRAY  found  the  report  in  his  pigeon- 
hole. It  was  a  report  containing  statements  of 
facts  and  legal  opinions  of  the  Attorney-General, 
who,  he  supposed,  was  an  officer  of  the  Gtjvem- 
ment,  and  of  the  >'olicitor-G^neral,  who  was  also 
an  officer  of  the  Government  of  New  Zealand. 
As  there  seemed  to  be  a  conflict  of  opinion  be- 
tween high  legal  authorities  on  this  subject,  he 
thought  it  highly  desirable  that  the  matter  should 
be  definitely  settled  by  the  properly-constituted 
legal  tribunals  of  this  country.  That  being  the 
case,  he  thought  it  right  to  bring  forward  this 
motion  to  set  this  very-much-disputed  question 
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at  rest.  As  this  was  a  prirate  members*  day  he 
did  not  wish  to  take  up  time  bj  going  more  fully 
into  the  question,  and  he  hoped  the  House  would 
assent  to  the  motion  without  much  discussion. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "  That 
the  Law  Officers  of  the  GoTemment  be  instructed 
to  prepare  and  submit  a  case  to  the  Judges,  to 
decide  as  to  the  legality  or  otherwise  of  certain 
expenditure  by  the  Gk)Temment  upon  railway 
and  reclamation  works  at  G-rahamstown,  and 
between  Grahamstown  and  Te  Aroha."  —  (Mr. 
Murray) 

Mr.  MACANDREW  did  not  see  why  the 
House  should  not  have  the  Judges'  opinion  on 
this  matter  if  it  desired  it,  and  therefore  he 
should  not  Tote  against  the  motion.  At  the  same 
time  he  must  say  that  he  failed  alto^^ether  to  see 
any  good  object  to  be  attained  by  it.  He  was 
Tery  sorry  indeed  that  the  honorable  member 
for  Bruce,  who  arrogated  to  himself  the  desire, 
aboTe  that  of  all  others,  to  save  the  time  of 
the  House  and  proceed  with  the  business,  should 
proToke  a  discussion  on  this  question,  which 
would  be  a  very  long  and  acrimonious  one.  He 
could  see  no  object  whatever  in  taking  up  the 
time  of  honorable  members  in  discussing  this 
motion.  He  would  put  it  to  the  honorable  gentle* 
man  whether  he  should  not  be  content  with  what 
he  had  said,  and  withdraw  the  motion.  The 
House  itself  was  quite  as  competent  to  pronounce 
a  legal  opinion  on  this  question  as  any  Judge  in 
the  land  could  be.  If  work  done  or  expenditure 
incurred  were  not  according  to  law,  the  opinion 
of  the  Judges  would  not  make  it  legal,  and,  if  it 
were  done  according  to  law,  the  Judges*  opinion 
would  not  make  it  illegal.  In  either  case,  the 
honorable  member  would  be  on  the  horns  of  a 
dilemma.  He  deprecated  dragging  the  Judges 
of  the  land  into  the  arena  of  party  politics, 
and  that  was  what  they  would  be  really  doing  by 
adopting  this  resolution.  He  was  going  to  get  up 
when  the  honorable  member  for  Totara  rose,  and 
ask  by  whom  the  report  purporting  to  be  by  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature  came  to  be  sub- 
mitted. It  had  never  appeared  on  the  table  of 
the  House,  and  he  would  like  to  know  by  whom 
it  was  placed  in  the  pigeon-holes.  The  report  had 
only  appeared  on  the  table  of  the  other  branch  of 
the  Legislature.  They  should  be  very  chary  in 
allowing  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  to 
interfere  in  matters  of  this  kind.  Honorable 
members  of  this  House  wore  quite  competent  to 
take  care  of  themselves  in  respect  of  such  ques- 
tions. He  should  not  like  to  say  anything  to 
provoke  discussion,  although  he  entertained  a 
very  strong  opinion  as  to  the  whole  action  of  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature  in  this  matter, 
savouring,  as  it  did,  of  strong  party  feeling.  He 
would  put  it  to  the  honorable  memt>er  for  Bruce 
whether  he  ought  not  to  withdraw  this  motion, 
as  he  (Mr.  Macandrew)  had  reason  to  believe, 
as  a  burning  party  question,  it  would  lead  to  a 
long  and  very  needless  discussion. 

Mr.  HALL  did  not  think  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Bruce  was  liable  to  the  imputation  ca»t 
upon  him  by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  that 
he  had  brought  forward  this  motion  in  a  party 
spirit.    He  (&fr.  Hall)  did  not  think  that  was 


the  case.  His  honorable  friend  thought  there 
had  been  an  expenditure  of  public  money  without 
authority  of  law,  and  he  wished  to  have  that 
question  settled.  While  he  (Mr.  Hall)  thought 
it  was  desirable  that  this  point  should  be  settled 
without  any  reference  to  party,  he  did  not  think 
the  particular  mode  of  dealing  with  the  question 
now  proposed  would  lead  to  any  successful  result. 
The  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  had  certain 
duties  cast  upon  them  by  law — among  others,  to 
try  all  questions  that  were  brought  before  them 
for  trial,  in  the  ordinary  way,  when  both  sides 
could  be  heard ;  and  in  some  cases  they  had  cast 
upon  them  by  public  Statute  the  duty  of  giving 
opinions  on  cases  submitted  to  them,  as,  for 
instance,  by  Waste  Lands  Boards.  The  Judges 
were,  however,  not  called  upon  to  express  an 
opinion  on  a  case  like  the  present,  and  in  all  pro- 
bability they  would  respectfully  decline  to  do  so. 
He  hoped  his  honorable  friend  would  see  that 
that  was  a  reason  why  he  should  withdraw  the 
motion.  He  could  not  agree  with  the  state- 
ment of  the  honorable  member  for  Totara,  that 
this  was  a  question  which  the  other  branch  of 
the  Legislature  had  no  power  to  inquire  into. 
Although  that  branch  of  the  Legislature  had  no 
power  to  appropriate  public  money  or  impose 
burdens,  it  had  the  power  to  inquire  into  any 
alleged  misappropriation  or  improper  expenditure 
of  public  money.  They  had  already  the  opinion 
of  high  legal  functionaries  on  the  question  raised 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Bruce,  and  he  did 
not  think  this  motion  would  lead  to  any  practical 
result.  Tiie  House  might  have  to  deal  with  the 
question  in  some  shape,  and  a  good  opportunity 
for  doing  so  would  be  when  the  House  was  dis- 
cussing the  whole  subject  of  public  works. 
Under  these  circumstances,  he  hoped  the  honor- 
able member  would  be  satisBed  with  having  drawn 
attention  to  the  subject,  and  would  not  press 
the  motion. 

Mr.  GISBORNE  was  glad  to  hear  the  view 
taken  by  the  honorable  gentleman  who  had  just 
sat  down,  because  it  was  the  constitutional  and 
proper  view  to  take  of  this  question.  The  Judges 
were  not  the  legal  advisers  of  this  House.  What 
he  thought  about  the  other  matter  was,  that  the 
Legislative  Council  had  a  perfect  right  to  inquire 
into  any  expenditure  of  money  for  its  own  infor- 
mation, inasmuch  as  it  had  the  right  to  reject 
money  Bills.  The  Legislative  Council  had,  how- 
ever, no  right  to  institute  an  inquiry  for  the  in- 
formation of  tliis  House.  He  did  not  think  any 
member  of  this  House  had  a  right  to  quote  any 
report  which  the  Legislative  Council  had  origin- 
ated, as  a  guide  to  this  House  how  it  should  act  in 
money  matters. 

Mr.  BO  WEN  hoped  his  honorable  friend  would 
withdraw  his  motion,  ae  he  did  not  think  itVould 
affect  a  matter  which  would  have  to  be  considered, 
and  upon  which  strong  opinions  were  entertained 
by  honorable  members  on  both  sides  of  the  House. 
He  had  always  been  of  the  opinion  that  there  had 
been  an  illegal  expenditure  on  these  works ;  but 
the  course  proposed  would  not  settle  the  matter. 
There  would  be  an  opportunity  of  discussing  the 
whole  subject  when  they  came  to  consider  an 
Order  of  the  day  which  appeared  on  the  Paper. 
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Mr.  SPEIGHT  did  not  agree  that  thw  motion 
should  be  brought  forward  and  then  quietly 
withdrawn.  He  had  obtained  a  good  deal  of 
information  on  the  subject,  which  he  intended  to 
use  when  the  whole  matter  sliould  conae  up  for 
dipcussion.  He  wished  to  a»k  the  honorable 
member  for  Bruce  this  question  :  Was  it  upon 
the  opinion  of  the  Attornej-General,  who  was 
said  to  be  directly  interested  in  the  stoppage  of 
the  railway  at  a  certain  terminus,  that  the  ^use 
was  asked  to  move  in  this  direction?  All  who 
knew  anything  at  all  about  the  facts  of  the  case 
would  know  that  there  was  a  considerable  sec- 
tion of  land  laid  off  as  a  township,  which  would 
be  immensely  enhanced  in  value  if  the  Thames 
Kail  way  stopped  at  a  certain   place,   instead  of 

going  into  the  centre  of  population.  If  the 
onorable  gentleman  knew  that  fact,  he  ought 
to  attach  no  importance  to  the  opinion  of  the 
Attorney- Q-eneral,  who  was  directly  interested  in 
bringing  about  that  result.  He  would  say  no 
more  on  the  subject  at  present,  as  the  Premier 
had  stated  that  it  would  come  on  again.  The 
honorable  gentleman  would  hare  acted  much 
more  in  the  interest  of  the  colony,  and  of  the 
district  that  was  struggling  in  consequence  of  the 
want  of  this  railway,  if  ho  had  let  this  matter 
alone  and  not  attempted  to  provoke  party  oontro- 
rersy. 

Mr.  MURRAY  asked  learo  to  withdraw  the 
motion. 

Leave  granted,  and  motion  withdrawn. 

AUCKLAND  R0AD3  AND  BRIDGES. 

The  following  motion  was  called  on  :  That  this 
House  will,  to-morrow,  resolve  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  to  consider  of  a  respectful 
address  to  be  presented  to  his  Excellency  the 
Governor,  praying  that  he  will  cause  the  sum  of 
£200,000  to  be  placed  upon  the  estimates  as  a 
grant  to  the  Provincial  District  of  Auckland  for 
the  formation  of  ronds  and  bridges. 

Mr.  WHITAKER  said,  at  the  request  of  the 
Government,  ho  would  ask  leave  to  defer  this 
motion  until  after  the  Public  Works  Statement 
had  been  brought  down. 

Mr.  HALL  said  his  honorable  friend  could 
hardly  expect  the  Government  to  declare  at  the 
present  time  how  they  intended  t  >  deal  with  this 
question.  The  Public  Works  Statement  was  in 
active  course  of  preparation,  and  if  his  honorable 
friend  would  postpone  his  motion  until  after  the 
delivery  of  that  Statement  he  should  feel  obliged 
to  him. 

Mr.  WniTA££R  said  he  would  move  the 
motion,  and  the  debate  could  be  adjourned. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  would  like  to  repeat  what 
he  said  on  a  previous  occasion  when  an  honorable 
member  brought  forward  a  similar  resolution — 
namely,  that,  if  the  Government  did  not  oppose  it 
at  its  first  stage,  and  allowed  the  resolution  to 
pass,  it  was  not  to  be  understood  to  express  con- 
currence in  the  objpct  of  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON  roi»e  (o  oppose  the  motion.  It 
would  be  a  waste  of  time  for  them  to  consider  it, 
and  it  would  not  be  fair  to  other  portions  of  the 
country.  It  appeared  to  him  that  it  would  only 
furnish  an  excuse  to  the  Government  in  regard  to 
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the  "  compact "  they  had  heard  so  much  about. 
This  matter  should  rest  with  the  Government 
alone  until  they  had  brought  down  their  Public 
Works  Statement,  when  the  House  would  see 
what  was  their  intention.  The  House  had  no 
right,  at  the  present  stage,  to  come  to  any  con- 
clusion of  this  sort  relative  to  a  particuhur  dis- 
trict. They  had  received  an  assurance  from  the 
Government  that  they  intended  to  deal  fairly 
with  all  parts  of  the  country.  Such  being  the 
case,  it  would  be  better  for  honorable  members  to 
wait  until  the  Government  brought  down  their 
Statement,  and  not  to  interfere  with  them  in  the 
manner  proposed.  Under  the  circumstances,  the 
best  course  for  the  House  to  adopt  would  be  to 
negatire  the  motion. 

Mr.  STEWART  had  anticipated  that  the 
Government  would  give  some  definite  expres- 
sion of  opinion  on  the  merits  of  this  motion. 
Notice  of  the  resolution  was  given  before  the 
"  compact '^  was  entered  into.  The  terms  of  tliat 
compact  had  not  yet  been  divulged  to  the  House, 
but  it  was  understood  that  justice  would  be  done 
to  Auckland.  He  presumed  the  honorable  the 
mover  did  not  desire  more  than  justice  to  Auck- 
land ;  and  therefore  the  House  should  negative 
the  motion.  Until  the  Government  showed  some 
inclination  not  to  do  justice  to  Auckland,  he 
thought  the  honorable  gentleman  should  not  cast 
any  reflection  upon  them  by  endeavouring  to  pass 
a  resolution  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  MURRAY  moved  the  adjournment  of  the 
debate. 

Major  HARRIS  intended  to  support  the  honor- 
able member  for  Waipa  in  seeing  that  Auckland 
got  justice.  He  thought  the  honorable  gentle- 
man was  very  modest  in  his  demand,  seeing  that 
Auckland  was  entitled,  according  to  a  statement 
that  hnd  been  made,  to  £1,200,000.  Ho  was  only 
asking,  as  it  were,  for  the  first  instalment;  and  he 
(Major  Harris)  would  give  the  honorable  gentle- 
man every  assbtance  towards  securing  the  amount. 
No  doubt  the  honorable  gentleman  was  a  rising 
politician,  and  he  would  assist  him  to  the  ut- 
most. He  believed  if  the  honorable  gentleman 
got  this  money  it  would  only  be  the  first  step 
towards  his  political  power,  and  he  would  shine 
in  New  Zealand  ever  afterwards.  He  felt  quite 
confident  that  the  Assembly  would  vote  this 
money.  They  had  striven  hard  in  Auckland  in 
the  past  to  hold  their  own,  but  they  had  not  been 
able  to  do  so ;  and  he  felt  proud  that  they  had 
one  member  amongst  them  who  would  stand  up 
and  try  to  obtain  a  small  moiety  of  what  they 
were  entitled  to,  and  that  that  member  was  Mr. 
Whitakor.  He  was  sorry  that  cold  water  was 
thrown  on  this  proposal  by  some  of  those  mem- 
bers around  him  with  whom  he  was  in  the  habit 
of  acting ;  but  he  felt  confident  that  none  of  the 
Auckland  members  would  dare  to  vote  against 
such  a  motion  as  tliis. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  that  in  a  matter  of  this 
kind,  which  involved  a  proposal  to  appropriate 
what  thoy  understood  was  the  whole  of  the 
balance  of  the  five-million  loan,  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  Government  to  give  a  more  certain  sound 
than  they  liad  done.  He,  for  one,  intended  to 
vote  against  the  resolution,  although  it  proposed 
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an  appropriation  for  the  ProTince  of  Auckland ; 
and  for  this  reason :  that,  wliatever  justice  to 
Auckland  might  be,  he  was  perfectly  certain  that, 
as  matters  now  stood,  the  appropriation  of  this 
Bum  would  be  unfair  to  the  rest  of  the  colony. 
And  he  further  opposed  it,  for  this  reason  :  that 
the  House  for  two  Fessious  had  approved  of  the 
principle  that,  while  the  colony  should  undertake 
railways  and  other  public  works  which  were  of 
a  colonial  character,  they  must  leave  to  local 
districts  the  carrying  out  of  local  works.  He 
thought  the  Goyemmout  ought  to  lead  the  House 
in  this  matter.  They  should  not  say  they  would 
not  oppose  the  proposal  at  this  stage,  but  might 
do  so  afterwards.  Let  them  say  either  that  they 
were  opposed  to  the  motion  or  that  they  were  not. 
If  they  said  they  would  support  it,  he  would  go 
iivith  them. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  said  he  tried  to  make  the 
position  plain.  The  motion  of  the  honorable 
member  was  purely  a  formal  one,  and,  in  order 
to  save  the  time  of  the  House,  the  Gk>Temment 
thought  it  advisable  to  let  it  pass  the  first  stage. 
It  was  obviously  better  that  a  question  of  this 
kind  should  be  considered  along  with  the  whole 
of  the  financial  proposals  of  the  Government. 

Question  put,  '*  That  the  debate  be  adjourned ;" 
upon  which  a  division  vras  called  for,  with  the 
following  result : — 

Ayes         83 

Noes         20 


Majority  for 

Mr.  Acton  Adams, 
Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Captain  Colbeok, 
Mr.  Dick, 
Mr.  George, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  W.  J.  Hurst, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  Lundou, 
Mr.  Masou, 
Mr.  McDonald, 
Mr.  Moss, 
Mr.  Ileid, 

Mr.  AUwright, 
Mr.  Andrews, 
Mr.  J.  B.  Fisher, 
Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Fulton, 
Mr.  Gisborne, 
Sir  G.  Grey, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Ireland, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Reeves, 
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Ayes. 

Mr.  Bolleston, 
Captain  Russell, 
Mr.  Saunders, 
Mr.  Seddon, 
Mr.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Tainui, 
Mr.  Tawhai, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Colonel  Trimble, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 
Mr.  Whyte, 
Mr.  Reader  Wood. 

Tellers. 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Murray. 

Noes. 

Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Shephard, 
Mr.  Shnmski, 
Mr.  Speight, 
Mr.  Stewart, 
Mr.  Tomoana, 
Mr.  Tumbull. 

Tellers. 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Major  Harris. 


The  debate  was  consequently  adjourned. 

NATIVE  EXPENDITURE. 
The  interrupted  debate  was  resumed  on  the 


question,  That  there  be  laid  before  this  House  a 
return  of  all  persons  who  have  been  employed 
since  let  January,  1879,  on  matters  connected 
with  tlie  purchase  of  Native  lands,  or  on  any 
Native  matters,  whose  salaries  have  not  been 
voted  by  this  House  ;  showing  the  amount  of 
salary  or  allowances  paid  to  each  officer  since 
that  date,  the  amounts  now  due  to  each,  and 
whether  the  payments  have  been  madeout  of  loan 
or  general  revenue. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

MR.  REES'S  CHARGE  FOR  LEGAL 
ADVICE. 

Mr.  SUTTON  moved.  That  there  be  laid  be- 
foi'e  this  House — (1)  a  copy  of  a  voucher  for  £400 
or  thereabouts  paid  to  Mr.  W.  L.  Rees  in  July 
or  August  last,  on  account  of  legal  advice  on 
some  matters  on  the  West  Coast ;  (2)  a  copy  of 
any  correspondence  that  may  have  taken  place 
between  Mr.  Rees  and  the  Government  in  refer- 
ence thereto,  and  any  legal  opinion  supplied  to 
the  Government. 

Mr.  BRYCE  said  he  was  not  aware  of  the 
existence  of  any  voucher  for  this  amount.  A 
sum  of  money,  though  not  to  this  amount,  was 
paid  to  Mr.  Rees,  through  a  Wellington  solicitor, 
about  the  period  stated  in  the  motion,  and,  if 
that  was  the  voucher  alluded  to  by  the  honorable 
gentleman,  it  could  be  produced  readily  enough. 
As  to  the  second  part  of  the  motion,  he  did  not 
think  any  correspondence  between  Mr.  Rees  and 
the  Government  with  reference  to  this  matter 
existed.  Upon  the  whole,  he  thought  the  pas- 
sage of  the  motion  would  not  answer  any  useful 
purpose,  and  probably  not  the  purpose  the  honor- 
able gentleman  had  in  view. 

Mr.  SUTTON  asked  leave  to  amend  the  mo- 
tion by  including  the  voucher  for  the  money  paid 
through  the  Wellington  solicitor. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  hoped  the  House  would  not 
allow  the  honorable  member  to  amend  the  mo- 
tion in  the  manner  suggested. 

Leave  refused. 

Mr.  HISLOP  hoped  the  House  would  not 
agree  to  the  motion.  He  did  not  object  to  the 
first  part  of  itj  but  it  would  be  a  very  incon- 
venient practice  to  produce  correspondence  which 
might  have  taken  place  between  the  Government 
and  any  other  person,  or  legal  opinions  given  to 
the  Government.  Legal  opinions  ought  not  to 
be  produced  in  the  House,  and  he  therefore  hoped 
the  motion  would  not  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KELLY  said  there  was  one  interesting 
point  connected  with  the  matter  which  had  been 
overlooked.  The  Native  Minister  said  that  a  sum 
of  money  had  been  paid  to  Mr.  Rees  through 
a  Wellington  solicitor.  Probably  it  was  a  large 
amount ;  and  the  question  that  arose  was  this : 
Could  a  member  of  the  House  receive  money 
from  the  Government  to  the  amount  of  £400  or 
£500  without  being  disqualified?  That  waa  the 
point.  It  seemed  to  him  that,  if  a  member  did 
receive  that  amount,  the  intention  of  the  House 
in  regard  to  the  disqualification  of  members  had 
not  been  carried  out.  He  could  quite  understand 
that  the  Disqualification  Act  should  not  be  of  too 
stringent  a  character,  and  that  a  member  who 
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received  only  a  few  pounds  by  way  of  fees 
ehould  not  be  disqualified.  It  was  a  different 
matter,  liowerer,  when  hundreds,  or  perhaps 
thousands,  of  pounds  were  concerned ;  and,  if 
barristers  or  solicitors,  being  members  of  the 
House,  could  be  dealt  with  in  this  exceptional 
way,  why  should  not  also  engineers  and  other 
professional  men  in  the  House  hare  an  oppor- 
tunity of  accepting  large  fees  ?  The  Gk>Temment 
ought  to  state  whether  any  member  of  the  House 
had  received  anything  in  the  way  of  fees  while 
still  a  member  of  the  House,  so  that  the  House 
might  reconsider  the  whole  matter  of  disqualifica- 
tion. 

Mr.  SHRIMSKI  pointed  out  that  the  Disqua- 
lification Act  made  an  exception  in  tbe  case  of 
barristers  and  solicitors. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  the  gentleman  referred 
to  in  the  motion  ^os  not  a  member  of  the  House 
when  this  amount  was  paid.  He  ceased  to  be  so 
two  months  previously. 

Mr.  MOSS  hoped  the  mover,  when  replying, 
would  state  upon  what  grounds  he  asserted  that 
this  voucher  existed.  It  was  a  most  serious 
matter  to  oast  imputations  of  this  kind  upon 
persons  who  had  no  opportunity  of  rebutting 
them. 

Mr.  TOLE  moved  "the  previous  question." 
This  was  just  one  of  those  motions  referred  to  by 
the  hoporable  member  for  Mount  Ida,  and  the 
habit  of  placing  which  on  the  Order  Paper  had 
grown  up  this  session.  Tbe  object  was  simply  to 
cast  a  slur  upon  the  late  Qovemment,  and  upon 
late  men)bers  of  the  House,  supporters  of  the  late 
Government.  It  was  not  right  that  such  abso- 
lute statements  as  those  contained  in  the  motion 
should  be  made  in  that  way,  when  there  had 
been  no  Committee  of  inquiry,  and  no  reliable 
information  on  which  to  found  them.  The  cor- 
respondence referred  to  might  be  confidential 
correspondence,  such  as  that  between  solicitor 
and  chent,  and  it  was  wrong  to  bring  such  matters 
publicly  before  the  House. 

Mr.  BRYCE  would  like  to  say  that  a  miscon- 
ception appeared  to  exist  upon  this  subject.  He 
hod  explained  that,  as  far  as  he  was  aware,  Mr. 
Bees  had  not  supplied  the  Government  with  a 
legal  opinion,  and  that  there  had  been  no  corre- 
spondence on  the  subject-matter  of  the  motion. 
He  did  not  know  that  he  could  explain  the  terms 
upon  which  Mr.  Bees  had  been  paid  £300  for  his 
services,  nor  did  he  know  that  that  was  the  sum 
to  which  the  honorable  member  for  Napier  re- 
ferred. There  was  no  correspondence  between 
the  Government  and  Mr.  Bees  on  the  subject, 
and  therefore  none  could  be  produced. 

Mr.  STEWART  said  it  was  all  very  well  for 
the  Native  Minister  to  say  there  was  no  corre- 
spondence ;  but,  assuming  the  honorable  gentleman 
was  mistaken,  how  then?  The  broad  question 
for  the  House  to  consider  was,  whether  confiden- 
tial correspondence  between  a  barrister  advising 
the  Crown  and  the  Crown  should  be  produced. 
He  was  rather  astonished  that  the  Premier  bad 
not  got  up  and  stated  that  the  Government  would 
oppose  the  motion,  because  the  Minister  of  Lands 
had  on  the  previous  day  stated  they  would  not 
produce  legal  opinions  which  Ihey  had  obtained 
Mr.  Kell^ 


with  regard  to  the  Taranaki  Steel  Company's 
1  ights,  as  those  opinions  were  confidential.  Now, 
however,  it  would  appear  that,  the  circumstances 
being  similar,  they  remained  passive,  and  ap- 
parently invited  the  production  of  such  papers. 
The  principle  ought  to  be  upheld  uniformly,  and 
no  exceptions  made.  The  House  had,  of  course, 
a  right  to  inquire  as  to  the  payment  of  this  money, 
if  it  had  been  made ;  but  the  honorable  member 
for  Napier  did  not  appear  to  be  oorrectly  informed 
on  the  subject.  He  (Mr.  Stewart)  protested 
against  the  Gt>vemment  supporting  motions  of 
this  kind  when  they  affected  certain  persons  and 
resisting  them  when  others  were  affected.  The 
House  would  never  attain  that  high  position 
which  it  ought  to  aim  at  if  such  things  were  done 
as  had  been  going  on  from  day  to  day  when  mo- 
tions of  this  kind  were  brought  forward. 

Mr.  BO  WEN  did  not  at  all  think  the  honor- 
able member  for  Napier  was  to  blame  for  bavinf 
put  this  motion  on  the  Order  Paper.  If  it  haa 
been  put  in  the  form  of  a  question  there  might 
be  something  to  say  against  it,  but  he  held  that 
every  member  of  the  House  was  entitled  to  bring 
a  motion  forward  to  inquire  into  any  expenditure 
on  the  part  of  the  Government,  and  it  would  be 
a  most  dangerous  precedent  to  establish  to  throw 
any  difficulty  in  the  way  of  that  being  done.  He 
did  not  quite  understand  the  remarks  of  the  Na- 
tive Minister.  The  House  was  profoundly  igno- 
rant in  the  matter,  and  the  honorable  gentleman 
told  them  there  was  no  voucher,  but  hinted  that 
payment  had  been  made  to  the  person  mentioned 
in  the  motion.  But  no  payment  should  be  made 
by  the  Government,  and  surely  the  late  Qt)vem- 
ment  would  admit  that  none  should  be  made, 
without  the  House  being  able  to  ascertain  what  it 
was  for.  If  the  motion  was  not  framed  in  such 
a  way  as  to  get  at  that  information,  it  ought  to 
be  amended  so  as  to  brine  before  the  House  all 
the  information  it  was  entitled  to  receive. 

Mr.  MOSS  thought  the  honorable  member  for 
Kaiapoi  misunderstood  tbe  objection  which  had 
been  raised  to  this  motion.  No  one  objected  to 
the  information  being  given,  but  they  did  object 
to  the  way  in  which  the  motion  was  worded. 
The  motion  stated  that  certain  money  had  been 
actually  paid  for  certain  services,  and  the  mover, 
without  giving  the  slightest  grounds  for  that 
statement,  contented  himself  with  bringing  it  for- 
ward without  explanation.  If  that  kind  of  thing 
were  allowed,  it  would  be  in  the  power  of  any 
honorable  member  to  cast  a  slur  upon  any  other 
person  in  the  House  or  out  of  it,  without  the 
person  attacked  having  any  opportunity  of  de- 
fending himself.  This  motion  had  been  on  the 
Order  Paper  for  some  time,  and  no  one  assumed 
tliat  it  would  be  moved  without  some  grounds 
being  given  for  the  absolute  assertions  it  con- 
tained. 

Mr.  SUTTON  had  very  good  reasons  to  believe 
that  he  had  hit  the  right  nail  on  the  head  when 
he  put  this  motion  on  the  Order  Paper.  The 
Native  Minister  acknowledged  that  £300  had 
been  paid  to  this  gentleman  through  a  third 
party,  and  it  was  paid  while  the  genUeman  was 
a  member  of  the  House.  No  question  of  divulg- 
ing legal  opinions  arose  in  this  case.    In  the  oase 
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which  occurred  on  the  previouB  day  the  GoTern- 
ment  were  asked  to  lay  tJie  opinion  of  the  At- 
torney-General on  a  certain  subject  upon  the 
table.  That  was  the  opinion  of  tUe  gentleman 
whose  duty  it  was  to  advise  the  Government:  but 
be  had  yet  to  learn  that  it  was  the  duty  of  any 
honorable  member  of  that  House  to  give  legal 
advice  to  the  Gorernment  because  he  happened 
to  be  a  solicitor  or  barrister.  Why  did  they  not 
apply  to  their  own  confidential  legal  adviser  ?  It 
was  not  for  tlie  GoTernment  to  go  to  an  outside 
solicitor  and  pay  him  a  fee  of  £300  for  a  legal 
opinion,  without  giving  full  information  as  to  why 
they  did  so.  The  objection  was  not  that  the  £300 
was  paid  to  a  Mr.  Bees,  but  that  it  liad  been  paid 
to  a  member  of  the  House.  The  House  had  not 
yet  ascertained  why  the  money  was  paid,  and  the 
fact  that  there  was  no  record  of  the  matter  in  the 
Government  offices  quite  justified  him  in  bringing 
his  motion  forward. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  would  point  out  that  this 
motion  had  been  on  the  Order  Paper  for  six  or 
eight  weeks,  had  been  copied  into  the  newspapers, 
and  had  been  sent  all  over  the  colony,  so  that  the 
imputations  it  contained  could  not  be  refuted. 
He  remembered  once  reading  of  a  French  aavant 
who,  in  compiling  a  dictionary,  described  the  crab 
as  a  fish  with  green  eyes  that  walked  backwards, 
and  he  was  right  in  all  respects  except  that  it  was 
shown  that  a  crab  was  not  a  fish,  had  not  green 
eyes,  and  did  not  walk  backwards.  So  it  was  with 
the  honorable  member's  motion.  It  stated  that 
Mr.  Bees  had  been  paid  money,  and  had  given  a 
legal  opinion,  and  that  there  was  correspondence 
on  the  subject.  In  all  respects  but  these  it  was  a 
perfectly  proper  .motion,  but  in  these  three  im- 
portant respects  it  was  wrong,  inasmuch  as  Mr. 
Bees  had  receired  no  money  from  the  Govern- 
ment, had  given  no  legal  opinion,  and  there  was 
no  correspondence  on  the  subject.  He  would  go 
further,  and  mention  what  the  real  facts  were. 
A  sum  of  money  was  paid  to  the  Maori  Minister, 
Mr.  Iloani  Nahe,  to  enable  him  to  get  counsel  to 
defend  the  Maori  prisoners.  The  question  was 
brought  before  the  Cabinet  and  settled.  Tlie 
propriety  of  giving  the  money  for  that  purpose 
was  a  question  for  the  House  to  consider.  The 
late  Government  thought  that,  as  these  men 
had  been  arrested  peacefully  while  asserting  a 
right,  they  would  do  well  to  let  them  have  coun- 
sel, BO  that  if  they  were  found  guilty  it  cjuld 
not  be  said  that  they  had  had  an  unfair  trial, 
and  that  there  was  no  one  to  speak  on  their 
behalf.  The  money  was  paid  to  a  respectable 
firm  of  solicitors — as  respectable  as  any  in  the 
colony  —  and,  if  they  had  chosen  to  retain  Mr. 
Bees  for  this  case,  it  was  their  affair.  But,  as 
for  its  being  anything  unfair  or  suspicious,  it  was 
just  one  of  those  mares' -nests  into  which  the 
honorable  gentleman  had  been  tumbling  for  the 
last  two  years.  If  the  Native  Minister  made 
inquiry,  he  would  find  that  there  was  a  payment 
of  that  amount  to  Hoani  Nahe,  who  paid  it  to 
Sievwright  and  Stout.  They  were  responsible 
for  the  application  of  the  money,  and  thev  could 
be  compelled  to  furnish  proper  accounts,  sliowing 
how  the  amount  had  been  disbursed.  Nothine 
ooold  be  ftkirer.    The  policy  of  the  matter  would 
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be  a  question  for  the  House ;  but,  for  his  part, 
he  had  never  consented  to  the  payment  of  any 
money  on  account  of  which  he  felt  so  much 
pleasure  as  in  this  case.  What  happened  in  the 
case  of  ordinary  criminal  triale?  If  a  man  was 
brought  up  with  seventeen  previous  convictions 
against  him  he  could  demand  counsel,  and  the 
Judge  would  call  on  some  person  in  Court  to 
undertake  his  defence,  and  that  person  would 
not  refuse.  In  this  case,  those  people  were  assert- 
ing a  right,  and  th^  had  adopted  the  ordinary 
European  method  of  asserting  a  right  by  enter- 
ing into  possession  of  the  land  in  dispute.  If 
the  Government  obtained  a  conviction  in  the 
absence  of  fair  legal  advice  and  of  a  fair  trial, 
he  thought  it  would  do  them  no  moral  good.  As 
to  the  motion,  after  what  had  been  said  he  did 
not  think  it  should  be  pressed  further,  more 
especially  as  the  matter  was  being  inquired  into 
by  another  branch  of  the  Parliament. 

Mr.  GIBBS  said  the  honorable  member  for 
the  Thames  had  put  this  matter  in  a  very  plaus- 
ible light,  by  showing  how  very  badly  used  the 
Maori  prisoners  were,  and  how  much  sympathy 
the  Government  felt  for  their  unfortunate  con- 
dition. He  (Mr.  Gibbs)  was  prepared  to  express 
and  feel  the  same  sympathy  for  them :  but  that 
was  not  the  question  the  House  had  before  them. 
The  question  was,  whether  a  member  of  the 
House  should  receive  £300  for  some  serrioes 
already  performed,  or  to  be  performed,  for  the 
Gh>vemment.  If  such  things  took  place  they 
ought  to  repeal  the  Disqualifitetiou  Act  alto- 
gether. He  did  not  think  the  House  would 
allow  the  motion  to  be  withdrawn.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Stewart) 
said  the  Government  should  make  a  bold  stand 
and  put  its  foot  down  in  this  matter.  He  (Mr. 
Gibbs)  certdnly  thought  the  House  should  do 
so  decidedly.  It  would  be  a  very  great  pity  if 
the  House  allowed  this  matter  to  drop  without 
thoroughly  sifting  it,  so  that  honorable  members 
might  be  free  from  the  stigma  that  the  Cbvem- 
ment  could  bribe  them  with  fees  of  £300. 

Mr.  McLEAN  said  the  honorable  member  for 
Napier  had  been  blamed  for  bringing  this  motion 
forward ;  but  he  held  himself  that  if  a  member 
believed  he  could  get  information  on  a  subject, 
even  though  his  present  information  regarding  it 
were  not  quite  correct,  and  he  could  not  put  his 
finger  exactly  on  the  place,  he  was  quite  justified 
in  placing  a  **  fishing  "  motion  on  the  Paper  if  he 
thought  proper  to  do  so.  The  honorable  member 
evidently  had  had  sufficient  grounds  for  bringing 
this  motion  before  the  House.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Stewart)  had  lately 
shown  a  remarkable  vindictiveness  towards  the 
Government  side  of  the  House.  He  found  fault 
with  the  Government  for  not  protesting  againat 
the  production  of  an  opinion  which  they  themselves 
told  him  was  not  in  existence.  That  was  the 
sort  of  argument  and  high  legal  talent  which  that 
honorable  gentleman  gave  them  a  specimen  of 
day  after  day.  The  honorable  member  referred 
to  opinions  of  the  Attorney-General  and  the 
Solicitor-General ;  and  he  (Mr.  McLean)  quite 
agreed  that  the  Government  had  no  right  to  pro- 
duce thoee  opinions  in  the  House,  bvoaose  they 
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were  confidential  opinions.  But,  when  they  went 
outside  of  that,  it  was  quite  a  different  question. 
However,  whether  that  was  so  or  not,  the  question 
did  not  arise  in  this  case,  because  the  Government 
stated  tliero  was  no  legal  opinion.  So  far  as  this 
sum  of  £300  was  concerned,  he  belieTed  that  an 
inquiry  was  going  on  at  the  present  moment  in 
another  branch  ot  the  Legisl^iture,  and  he  tliought 
sufficient  had  been  heard  of  this  sum  of  £300 
to  show  tliat  it  was  not  exactly  in  the  position 
which  had  been  stated.  It  might  hare  been  paid 
to  respectable  solicitors ;  but  thete  was  a  way  of 
paying  money  through  solicitors  in  order  that  it 
might  reach  a  party  to  whom  it 'could  not  have 
been  paid  directly.  When  there  was  even  a  sus- 
picion inquiry  should  he  made,  no  matter  what 
side  was  affected.  They  had  a  legal  gentleman  in 
the  House  at  one  time  who  received  a  sura  of 
money  from  a  Corporation  for  advocating  a  Bill  in 
the  House.  The  House  took  the  matter  up  and 
fined  him  very  severely.  In  tliis  case  quite  enough 
had  come  out  to  justify  the  honorable  member 
in  moving  tliis  motion,  and  in  going  further,  by 
having  an  inquiry  into  the  matter.  If  the  Maori 
prisoners,  as  stated  by  the  late  Native  Minister, 
nad  not  lawyers  to  defend  them,  it  would  be  very 
proper  for  the  House  to  say  to  tliem,  "Choose 
your  own  counsel,  and  we  will  pay  for  your  de- 
fence." He  did  not  hold  that  that  was  wrong ; 
but  it  was  a  question  to  be  properly  decided  by 
the  House.  He  did  not  approve  of  members  all 
round  the  House  abusing  the  honorable  member 
for  Napier  because  he  brought  forward  this  mo- 
tion, wliich  was  a  very  proper  one. 

Mr.  HALL  said  the  honorable  member  for  Dun- 
edin  City  (Mr.  Stewart)  had  been  carping  at  the 
Government — as  he  was  rather  fond  of  doing — for 
not  resisting  a  motion  which  he  said  was  similar 
in  character  to  one  they  had  previously  resisted. 
The  honorable  gentleman  was  quite  wrong.  The 
Native  Minister  had  stated  that  there  was  in  the 
present  instance  no  legal  opinion,  and  therefore 
there  was  no  occasion  to  resist  the  motion  for  its 
production.  He  would,  however,  ask  the  honor- 
able member  for  Napier  (Mr.  Sutton)  to  omit 
that  part  of  the  motion,  because  he  agreed  that, 
as  a  rule,  legal  opinions  should  not  be  produced 
in  tho  House.  On  this  question,  he  could  not 
agree  with  the  honorable  member  for  Waikouaiti 
that  there  was  a  broad  distinction  between  the 
permanent  and  occasional  legal  advisers  of  the 
Crown.  He  hoped  the  honorable  member  for 
Napier  would  agree  to  omit  that  portion  of  the 
motion.  With  reference  to  the  remaining  portion 
of  it,  he  thought  it  asked  for  information  which 
the  House  had  a  perfect  right  to  ask  for.  His 
sympathies,  and  he  hoped  the  sympathies  of  the 
House  generally,  would  always  be  in  favour  of 
publicity,  of  light  being  thrown  upon  everything, 
of  every  application  for  official  documents  being 
granted,  of  having  nothing  kept  back,  and  espe- 
cially of  having  nothing  kept  back  which  had 
reference  to  the  payment  of  public  money  to 
members  of  the  House.  Mr.  Bees  was  a  member 
of  the  House  when  this  money  appeared  to  have 
been  paid  to  him. 

Mr.  STEWART.— Why  was  not  the  Auckland 
compact  produced  P 
Mr,  McLean 


Mr.  HALL  referred  to  public  documents.  The 
honorable  gentleman  was  fond  of  barking  at  the 
heels  of  the  Government ;  but  it  was  not  often 
they  paid  any  attention  to  him.  Some  day  they 
miglit  do  so.  The  late  Native  Minister  said  the 
late  Government  felt  it  to  be  their  duty  to  pro- 
vide the  Maori  prisoners  with  proper  legal  adyioe. 
In  that  respect  he  thought  the  Ute  Government 
were  perfectly  right,  although  he  had  heard  tliat 
that  proceeding  was  not  welcomed  by  the  pri- 
soners themselves.  It  was  not  in  his  own  depart- 
ment ;  but  he  understood  the  prisoners  themselves 
repudiated  any  such  aiJ.  Although  the  late  Gt>- 
vernment  were  justified  in  taking  such  a  course, 
he  thought  it  was  open  to  question  whether  it 
was  a  proper  and  judicious  thing  for  the  Gt>vem- 
ment,  when  they  looked  ab.)ut  for  a  gentleman 
to  defend  these  prisoners,  to  turn  to  one  who 
was  a  warm  political  friend  of  their  own,  and  a 
member  of  Parliament.  This  money,  it  appeared, 
had  been  paid  to  Mr.  Bees 

Mr.  GISBOBNE.— Not  by  the  Government. 

Mr.  HALL.— It  had  been  paid  indirectly  by 
the  Government.  If  there  was  so  much  doubt 
on  the  subject,  that  was  an  additional  reason  why 
not  only  tiie  voucher  or  other  certificate  of  pay- 
ment, but  also  all  correspondence  on  the  subject 
of  this  payment,  should  be  produced.  If  there 
was  any  foundation  for  this  charge,  the  corre- 
spondence would  disclose  it. 

Mr.  GISBOBNE.— I  thought  you  said  there 
was  no  coiTespondence. 

Mr.  HALL  did  not  say  that.  He  said  there 
was  no  legal  opinion. 

Mr.  BBYCE.  —  There  is  no  correspondence 
with  Mr.  Bees. 

Mr.  HALL  said  that  perhaps  the  honorable 
member  for  Napier  would  amend  his  motion. 
Ho  understood  there  was  correspondence  on  the 
subject,  although  not  with  Mr.  Bees.  He  thought 
the  House  would  feel  it  to  be  due  to  itself,  and 
due  to  Mr.  Bees,  that,  this  question  having  been 
raised,  the  fullest  possible  light  should  be  tnrown 
on  the  subject.  Ho  hoped  the  previous  question 
would  not  be  agreed  to,  and  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Eden  would  feel  that  it  was  not  right, 
and  that  it  would  not  look  well  if  it  appeared 
that  an  attempt  was  made  to  burke  this  question . 
He  hoped  tho  resolution  would  be  amended  in 
tlie  way  he  had  suggested,  and  that  then  tJie 
House  would  agree  to  it. 

Mr.  GISBOBNE  hoped  the  motion  would  be 
framed  so  as  to  elicit  the  whole  facts  of  the  case, 
especially  after  what  had  been  said  by  the  present 
Native  Minister  to  the  effect  that  Mr.  Bees  had 
received  £300,  and  that  he  could  not  tell  for  what 
service.  The  statement  made  by  the  late  Native 
Minister  was  qiiite  cori-ect.  The  Government  de- 
cided to  pay  £300  for  the  defence  of  the  Native 
prisoners  to  enable  them  to  choose  their  own 
counsel,  and,  at  the  time  of  this  decision,  he 
never  heard,  and  the  idea  never  entered  his 
mind,  that  Mr.  Bees  was  to  be  chosen.  It  was  to 
be  left  to  the  Native  prisoners  to  choose  their 
own  counsel.  The  money  was  advanced  to  the 
Maori  member  of  the  then  Government,  Mr. 
Hoani  Nahe,  who  was  to  consult  the  Native  pri- 
soners, and  they  were  to  choose  their  own  coun- 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


1879.]  Mr.  Eees's  Oharge  [HOUSE.] 


for  Legal  Advice, 


855 


Bel.  Those  were  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  he 
"wished  the  motion  \o  be  worded  so  a§  to  bring 
out  all  the  facts.  After  the  money  was  ad- 
yanced  to  Mr.  Hoani  Naho  he  (Mr.  Gisborne) 
had  had  no  further  official  knowledge  of  what 
took  place.  Ue  believed  that  Mr.  Hoani  Nahe 
consulted  solicitors  and  tiie  Native  prisoners, 
and  counsel  was  chosen.  If  it  was  Mr.  Rees, 
he  supposed  that,  in  accordance  with  proper 
legal  usage,  some  fee  was  paid  to  him  for  the 
trouble  he  would  take  in  preparing  for  the  de- 
fence. He  hoped  the  motion  would  be  amended 
so  as  to  elicit  all  information. 

Mr.  HISLOP  thought  that,  as  a  matter  of 
practice,  this  question  ought,  if  dealt  with  at 
all,  to  have  been  referred  to  the  Public  Ac- 
counts Committee.  They  should  not  then  have 
seen  the  spectacle  they  had  that  day  witnessed, 
of  the  Premier  standing  up  and  assisting  the 
honorable  member  for  Napier  so  to  frame  his 
motion  as  to  make  a  case  against  a  late  opponent. 
Such  conduct  was  not  calculated  to  conduce  to  a 
conciliatory  disposition  among  members  of  tlie 
Opposition.  He  hoped  the  previous  question 
would  be  carriCi.!  ;  and,  if  any  honorable  member 
wished  for  information  in  regard  to  this  matter, 
let  it  be  referred  to  the  Public  Accounts  Com- 
mittee. That  WQuld  be  the  proper  course  to 
adopt,  rather  tlian  tlie  bringing  forward  of  these 
"  fishing"  motions  according  to  information  given 
by  the  Government. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  whole  question 
hod  been  put  before  the  House  in  a  wrong  light. 
The  Maori  prisoners  had  never  been  consulted ; 
they  knew  nothing  about  it,  and  repudiated  the 
whole  matter.  The  honorable  member  for  Wai- 
taki  had  accused  the  Premier  of  assisting  the 
honorable  member  for  Napier  in  an  underhond 
way 

Mr.  HISLOP  did  not  say  "  in  an  underhand 
way."  He  said  the  Premier  had  assisted  the 
honorable  member  in  the  House. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  honorable  member 
implied  that  the  Premier  was  assisting  the  honor- 
able member  for  Napier  so  as  to  make  out  a  case 
against  the  Opposition.  That  seemed  to  be  the 
tone  adopted  by  honorable  gentlemen  on  that 
side  of  the  House.  If  any  honorable  gentleman 
asked  a  question  as  to  any  matter  of  public  im- 
portance that  took  place  in  connection  with  the 
late  GoTemment,  it  was  supposed  to  cast  some 
reflection  upon  them.  To  his  mind  that  was  a 
very  unsatisfactory  state  of  affairs,  when  it  could 
do  no  harm  to  anybody  to  have  full  information 
upon  all  the  public  affairs  of  tho  colony.  He 
would  read  a  letter  wluch  the  Government  had 
receired  on  this  subject  from  Dr.  Buller,  who  was 
counsel  for  the  Natives.  He  would  lay  the  whole 
of  the  papers  on  the  table  of  the  House.  They 
were  now  before  a  Committee  of  the  Legislative 
Council.  He  would  rea<l  the  letter,  as  it  wa* 
desirable  that  no  misapprehension  on  this  subject 
should  exist.  [Letter  rend.]  These  wore  the 
facts  of  the  case.  He  would  not  have  troubled 
the  House  by  rending  this  letter  had  it  not  been 
for  the  remarks  made  by  honorable  members 
opposite. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  said  it  appeared  to  him 


that  the  whole  blunder  that  had  been  made  was 
that  Hoani  Nahe,  instead  of  employing  Dr.  Buller, 
had  employed  somebody  else.  Clearly  that  was 
the  head  and  front  of  the  whole  matter.  Ho 
thought  it  was  a  great  pity  that  they  should 
waste  so  much  time  over  such  a  question  as  this. 
T>et  the  motion  be  carried,  and  let  the  corre- 
spondence, of  which  there  appeared  to  be  none, 
be  produced. 

Mr.  WHITAKER  thought  it  a  great  pity  that 
a  motion  of  this  kind  should  have  been  put  on 
the  Order  Paper.  Ue  agreed  very  much  with 
what  had  fallen  from  the  honorable  member  for 
Port  Chalmers.  He  did  not  think  any  wrong  had 
been  committed  by  any  person  in  connection  with 
the  lato  Government,  as  this  motion  would  seem 
to  imply.  He  regretted  exceedingly  that,  after  he 
had  thought  all  the  bitterness  between  the  two 
sides  of  the  House  had  died  out,  this  matter 
should  be  brought  up.  He  felt  very  strongly  on 
the  subject,  because,  after  the  party  fight  was 
over,  he  did  not  like  to  see  friends  of  his  own,  for 
whom  he  entertained  the  higlicst  possible  regai*d, 
subjected  to  treatment  of  this  kind.  He  would 
vote  agiiinst  the  motion. 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  motion  not  put. 

MARQUIS  OF  NORMANBY'S  DE- 
PARTURE. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  McLE  AN,  it  was  ordered, 
That  a  respectful  address  be  presented  to  His 
Excellency  the  Governor,  jmiying  that  he  will 
cause  to  be  laid  before  this  House  all  correspon- 
dence between  the  Marquis  of  Normanby  and  the 
Premier  relative  to  the  refusal  to  grant  the  use  of 
the  "  Hiuemoa "  to  convey  His  Excellency  and 
family  to  Melbourne  j  together  with  copies  of  all 
enclosures  therein. 

DEFERHED-PAYMENT  LAND. 
On  tho  motion  of  Mr.  ORMOND,  it  was  or- 
dered, That  a  return  be  prepared  of  all  lands  dis- 
posed of  on  deferred  payments  in  each  provincial 
district  since  the  passing  of  "The  Land  Act,  1877." 
Such  return  to  specify  the  acreage  of  each  selec- 
tion, the  price  paid,  and  where  situate;  also,  what 
expenditure  has  been  incurred  (if  any)  in  open- 
ing such  lands  for  occupation. 

ELECTORS. 

Mr.  MURRAY  moved,  That,  as  soon  as  con- 
veniently possible,  a  return  should  be  laid  upon 
the  table  showing  the  number  of  the  population 
— di!»tinguishing  Europeans  from  Maoris — and 
electors,  the  area  of  land,  and  the  gross  and  net 
valuations  of  properly  made  under  "  The  Laud- 
Tax  Act,  1878,"  in  each  electoral  division  of  the 
colony.  His  object  was  to  obtain  some  dat« 
vrhich  would  guide  honorable  members  in  con- 
sidering the  question  of  the  redistribution  of 
seats. 

Motion  negatived. 

AUCKLAND  DEFENCE  FORCE. 

Mr.  HAMLIN,  in  moving  the  motion  standing 

in  his  name,  said  the  Auckland  Defence  Force 

was  one  of    those  bodies  which  were  organized 

during  the  war  by  Colonel  Nixon,  and  which  had 
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done  snoli  admirable  serrice  in  the  year  1861. 
The  olaims  of  the  members  of  the  force  had 
never  been  properlj  satisfied,  and,  with  a  view  to 
thoroughly  sifting  the  matter,  and,  if  possible,  to 
do  away  with  what  had  become  a  standing  grier* 
ance,  he  had  thought  it  right  to  more  for  a  Com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  whole  subject. 

Motion  made,  and  question  put, "  That  a  Select 
Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  claims 
of  the  members  of  the  late  Auckland  Defence 
Force,  and  report  to  this  House  within  three 
weeks,  with  power  to  call  for  persons  and  papers ; 
five  to  be  a  quorum.  Such  Committee  to  consist 
of  Mr.  Sheehan,  Major  Atkinsou,  Mr.  Moor- 
house,  Mp.  Swanson,  Major  Harris,  Mr.  Whyte, 
Captain  Colbeck,  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  McDonald,  and 
the  moYer." — (^r.  Hamlin.) 

Motion  agreed  to. 

LATE  ELECTIONS. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS,  in  moring  the  motion  stand- 
ing in  his  name,  said  that,  in  order  that  it  might 
have  a  chance  of  being  carried  before  the  time 
for  adjournment,  he  would  not  detain  the  House 
with  any  remarks  upon  it.  All  sides  of  the  House 
would  see  that  it  was  yery  desirable  that  this 
Committee  should  be  appointed  in  order  that 
an  ii^quiry  might  be  instituted  into  the  use  that 
had  been  made  of  the  various  appliances  at  the 
disposal  of  the  late  Goremment  for  the  purpose 
of  influencing  the  elections  of  the  colony.  He 
would  not  say  anything  that  would  be  calculated 
to  provoke  di.^cussion,  in  order  that  the  motion 
might  be  carried.  He  was  sure  that  both  sides 
of  the  House  would  feel  anxious  that  a  motion 
of  this  kind  should  be  carried,  so  as  to  set  the 
matter  at  rest. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "  For  a 
Select  Committee  to  inquire  into  and  report  upon 
the  use  alleged  to  have  been  made  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  Government  steamers  and  railways,  and 
of  the  electric  telegraph,  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
fluencing the  late  elections.  Such  Committee 
to  consist  of  Mr.  Fisher,  Mr.  Wright,  Colonel 
Trimble,  Mr.  Bolleston,  Mr.  Tumbull,  Dr.  Wallis, 
and  the  morer.  Three  to  be  a  quorum  ;  with 
power  to  call  for  persons  and  papers.  To  report 
in  fourteen  days.  — {Mr.  Saunders.) 

Mr.  MACANDREW  thought  the  words  "and 
of  the  electric  telegraph  "  should  be  omitted  from 
the  motion,  seeing  that  a  Telegraph  Inquiry  Com- 
mittee had  already  been  appointed. 

Mr.  HALL  said  the  task  relegated  to  the  Select 
Committee  of  which  the  honorable  gentleman  was 
Chairman  was  to  inquire  as  to  the  legality  of  the 
action  of  the  present  Government  in  laying  the 
telegrams  on  the  table,  and  to  find  out  how  many 
had  been  sent.  The  question  involved  in  this 
motion  wos,  what  use  the  late  Government  had 
made  of  the  telegraph,  and  that  was  a  much  wider 
question. 

Mr.  HISLOP  asked  if  they  were  to  understand 
from  what  the  honorable  gentleman  said  that  the 
Government  were  in  favour  of  this  resolution. 

Mr.  HALL.— Decidedly. 

Mr.  HISLOP  had  hoped  that  the  Government 
would  see  the  fairness  of  not  expressing  themselves 
in  favour  of  it.  If  honorable  memben  would  only 
Mr,  Hamlin 


look  at  the  composition  of  this  proposed  Com- 
mittee, they  would  see  how  fair  the  Government 
intended  to  be  towards  the  late  6k>vemment.  If 
the  Government  did  not  wish  to  have  any  in- 
sinuations thrown  out  with  regard  to  the  previous 
GK>vemment,  they  should  show  by  their  actions 
that  such  was  really  their  desire.  He  could  not 
see  how  any  person  having  the  slightest  idea  of 
fairness  could  ask  that  such  a  matter  as  this 
should  be  relegated  to  a  Committee  composed  as 
this  one  was  proposed  to  be.  He  believed  the 
rule  laid  down  in  the  Home  Parliament  was  that 
the  4>ersons  affected  by  the  inquiry  sliould  have  a 
majority  of  one  from  their  side  of  the  House. 
Here,  however,  it  was  just  the  other  way.  He 
hoped  the  resolution  would  not  be  agreed  to. 
The  further  they  went  into  these  matters  the 
worse  it  would  be  for  all  sides  of  the  House. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  must  beg  the  honorable  the 
mover  to  withdraw  his  name  from  the  proposed 
Committee.  From  what  ho  had  seen  of  Com- 
mittees this  session,  he  had  made  up  his  mind  not 
to  belong  to  any  Committee  unless  he  was  placed 
on  it  by  ballot.  The  Committees  appeared  to  be 
formed  in  such  a  way  that  every  decision  was  a 
foregone  conclusion :  in  fact,  if  they  knew  who 
were  the  members  of  the  Committee,  they  knew 
the  result. 

Mr.  SEDDON  had  expected  the  honorable 
member  for  Cheviot  would  have  withdrawn  this 
motion.  The  honorable  gentleman  was  a  very 
bloodhound  on  the  trail  of  the  late  Govern- 
ment. Last  week,  in  confequenoe  of  his  action, 
the  House  was  occupied  for  two  dajs  in  discussing 
the  question  of  Government  telegrams,  and  now 
again  time  was  being  taken  up  which  would  be 
more  usefully  spent  iu  dealing  with  matters  of  ser- 
vice to  the  country.  The  honorable  member's 
proper  place  was  among  the  brigands  of  Italy, 
where  he  would  be  very  useful  in  leading  the 
vendetta.  In  fact,  the  honorable  gentleman  had 
mistaken  his  vocation.  He  hoped  the  House 
would  negative  the  motion.  They  did  not  wish 
to  hear  any  more  about  these  things.  He  was 
sure  that  the  Ministry  wero  quite  satisfied  to 
hold  the  positions  they  had  got  into ;  and,  as  to 
the  motion  itself,  the  members  on  both  sides  of 
the  House  wished  to  hear  no  more  about  the 
matter.  Bygones  should  be  bygones.  This  pro- 
posal was  not  at  all  likely  to  improve  matters. 
There  was  no  doubt  a  great  deul  of  truth  in  what 
the  honorable  member  for  Waitaki  said :  the 
Committee  was  not  fairly  constituted.  There 
were  four  Government  supporters  as  against  three 
supporteri  of  the  late  Government.  He  should 
move  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  being  put,  "  That  the 
question  be  now  put,"  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

RAILWAY  FREE  PASSES. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  MURRAY,  it  was  or- 
dered, That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  granting  of  free  passes  on  the  Govern- 
ment railways,  and  to  report  whether,  in  their 
opinion,  there  should  bo  any  alteration,  or 
whether  free  passes  should  be  abolished,  and,  in 
lieu  thereof,  time  or  other  special  tickets  should 
be  issued  at  reduced  rates.    The  Committee  to 
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consist  of  the  following  members :  Mr.  Macan- 
drew,  Mr.  Orniond,  Mr.  W.  J.  Hurst,  Mr. 
Wriglit,  Mr.  McDonald,  Mr.  Hutchison,  and  the 
mover ;  and  hare  power  to  call  for  persons  and 
papers ;  three  to  be  a  quorum ;  to  report  in  a 
fortnight. 

PARLIAMENTARY  PAPERS  TO  LOCAL 
BODIES. 

Mr.  ACTON  ADAMS,  in  moring  the  motion 
standing  in  his  name,  said  that,  as  they  were  about 
to  extend  the  franchise  to  the  widest  possible 
limits,  and  as  thej  had  introduced  a  general  sys- 
tem of  education  throughout  the  colonj,  it  was 
now  their  duty,  by  placing  these  papers  within 
the  reach  of  the  people,  to  enable  the  people  to 
understand  the  political  duties  which  they  would 
be  oalled  on  to  perform. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "That, 
in  tlie  opinion  of  this  House,  the  GbTemmcnt 
should  cause  the  various  City  and  Borough 
Councils  throughout  the  colony  to  be  supplied, 
free  of  charge,  with  a  copy  of  Hansard,  of  the 
Oorernment  Gazette,  of  the  Bills  introduced  into 
the  House,  of  the  Statutes  as  passed,  and  of 
all  parliamentary  papers  printed  and  laid  upon 
the  table  of  the  House,  so  that  information  as  to 
the  public  affairs  of  this  colony  may  be  more 
readily  obtained  by  the  members  of  thoie  Coun- 
cils and  the  people  of  the  colony  generally." — 
{Mr.  Acton  Adams.) 

Dr.  WALLIS  suggested  that  the  privilege 
should  also  be  extended  to  the  County  Councils. 

Mr.  ACTON  ADAMS  agreed  to  this. 

Mr.  HALL  said  it  was  all  very  well  to  talk  of 
spreading  all  these  parliamentary  papers  broad- 
cast over  the  country,  but  he  would  ask  honor- 
able members  to  consider  wliat  the  cost  would  be. 
If  they  wished  to  educate  the  people  politically, 
well  and  good.  The  Government  already  sup- 
plied parliamentary  papers  to  the  public  libra- 
ries ;  but  to  talk  of  sending  Hansard  and  every 
parliamentary  paper  to  every  City  and  Borough 
Council,  County  Council,  and  Road  Board  was 
going  too  far.  The  Acts  that  concerned  the 
boroughs  and  Councils  might  fairly  be  supplied 
to  them  free;  but,  if  they  sent  all  the  other 
papers  asked  iPor  in  the  motion,  not  one  in  fifty 
persons  would  look  at  them. 

Mr.  ACTON  ADAMS  said  that,  after  the 
assurance  of  the  Premier  that  the  Acts  concern- 
ing the  boroughs  would  be  sent  to  them,  he  would 
withdraw  the  motion. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

NATIVE  RESERVES,  MIDDLE  ISLAND. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  TAINUI,  it  was  ordered. 
That  the  report  of  Mr.  Commissioner  Young  on 
Native  reserves  on  the  west  coast  of  the  Middle 
Island,  together  with  all  correspondence  and 
minutes  relating  to  the  same,  be  laid  before  this 
House  and  printed. 

HOKITIKA  AND  GREYMOUTH  RAIL- 
WAY. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  REID,  it  was  ordered, 
That  a  Select  Committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Mao- 
andrew,  Mr.  Gisbome,  Mr.  Ormond,  Mr.  Masters, 


Mr.  McLean,  Mr.  George,  Mr.  Seddon,  Mr.  Reader 
Wood,  Mr.  Bunny,  and  the  mover  (three  to  form 
a  quorum),  be  appointed,  to  inquire  and  report  to 
this  House  upon  the  expediency  of  diverting  the 
proposed  line  of  railway  between  Hokitika  and' 
Greymouth,  in  order  that  it  may  pass  through  or 
be  connected  with  Kumara,  Goldsborough,  and 
Stafford  Town.  The  Committee  to  have  power 
to  call  for  papers  and  persons,  and  to  report  in  a 
fortnight. 

OTAGO  HARBOUR  BOARD  PETITION. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  STEWART,  it  was 
ordered,  That  the  petition  of  the  Otago  Harbour 
Board,  presented  on  the  8th  August  last,  be 
referred  to  a  Select  Committee  of  ten  members, 
consisting  of  Mr.  Montgomery,  Mr.  Dick,  Mr. 
Brown,  Mr.  Oliver,  Mr.  Ballance,  Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Driver,  Mr.  H.  Hirst,  Mr.  McCaughan,  und 
the  mover ;  five  to  be  a  quorum ;  to  report 
within  three  weeks. 

TIMARU  COUNTY. 

ADJOURNED  DEBATB. 

The  debate  was  resumed  on  the  question,  That, 
in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  the  proposed  new 
County  of  Timaru  should  not  be  constituted  j  and 
the  amendment,  After  the  word  "  House,"  to  in- 
sert the  words  "  the  Proclamation  constituting  the 
County  of  Timaru  should  not  have  been  laid  before 
Parliament  until  its  next  session,  and.'* 

Mr.  STUDHOLME  presented  a  petition  from 
the  ratepayers  of  the  Mount  Cook  Road  District, 
signed  by  all  those  ratepayers  except  five,  praying 
that  the  Timaru  County  be  not  constituted.  This 
petition  set  forth  that,  if  the  county  were  consti- 
tuted, the  Mount  Cook  Road  Board  would  have 
no  means  wherewith  to  carry  out  its  works. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD  had  no  objection  to  accept 
the  amendment  of  the  Premier.  lie  would  not 
go  into  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case  tliat 
evening,  as  it  would  take  too  much  time,  and  he 
did  not  think  it  was  necessary  to  do  so.  The 
honorable  member  for  Timaru  opposed  his  mo- 
tion on  very  fair  public  grounds,  and  he  (Mr. 
Wakefield)  could  only  say  for  himself  that  the 
part  he  took  in  the  matter  was  for  the  public 
interest,  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  of  his 
county.  It  would  save  a  great  deal  of  confusion 
and  future  litigation  if  the  House  would  support 
him  in  this  motion,  and  agree  to  the  prayer  of 
the  petition  which  had  been  so  opportunely  pre- 
sented by  the  honorable  member  for  Gladstone. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  quite  agreed  with  the  honor- 
able member  for  Geraldine  that  it  was  not  ad- 
visable to  take  up  the  time  of  the  House  any 
further.  He  believed  that  every  member  had 
been  canvassed,  and  that  they  might  as  well  go  to 
the  vote. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STEWART  apprehended  that  this  was  a 
question  of  law  which  the  House  was  called  upon 
to  determine.  Were  they  to  understand  tliat 
the  GK>vemment  had  taken  advice  on  this  sub- 
ject? 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  thought  that,  if  thej  interfered 
with  the  wishes  of  certain  localities  m  this  mat- 
ter, they  would  involve  themselves  in  great  oon- 
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fusion.  Bid  he  understand  rightly  that  the 
honorahle  member  for  Gladstone  presented  a 
petition  from  all  the  inhabitants  of  a  certain 
district  against  this  motion  ? 

Mr.  STUDHOLME  explained  tliat  the  petition 
he  had  presented  was  from  all  the  ratepayers  in 
the  Mount  Cook  Boad  District,  objecting  to  the 
proposed  county,  and  iu  favour  of  the  motion  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Geraldine. 

Mr.  PITT  suggested  that  the  Goremment 
should  meet  the  difficulty  which  had  arisen  in 
this  case  by  introducing  a  provision  into  the  new 
Counties  Bill.  The  question  was  certainly  a 
doubtful  one ;  and,  if  a  resolution  of  this  kind 
were  not  passed  during  the  present  session,  the 
County  of  Timaru  might  be  held  to  be  constituted 
according  to  law.  He  thought  the  whole  of  this 
question  was  worthy  of  the  consideration  of  the 
GoTemment,  with  a  view  of  making  the  amend- 
ment he  suggested. 

Mr.  HALL  said  the  Government  had  already 
given  consideration  to  this  question,  and  they 
hoped  to  be  able  to  deal  with  it  when  the  Coun- 
ties Bill  came  before  the  House. 

Question  put,  "That  the  motion,  as  amended, 
be  agreed  to ;"  upon  which  a  division  was  called 
for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes  44 

Noes         25 


Majority  for 


19 


Ayes. 


Mr.  Acton  Adams, 
Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Bain, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Bo  wen, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Captain  Col  beck, 
Mr.  Dick, 
Mr.  Finn, 
Mr.  J.  B.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Fulton, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Gifbome, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  H.  Hirst, 
Mr.  W.  J.  Hurst, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Captain  Kenny, 
Mr.  Levin, 
Mr.  Masters, 
Mr.  McDonald, 

Mr.  Allwright, 
Mr.  Andrews, 
Mr.  Barron, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher, 
Mr.  George, 
Sir  G.  Grey, 
Mr.  Hamliu, 
Major  Harris, 

Mr.  Speight 


Mr.  McLean, 

Mr.  Murray, 

Mr.  Oliver," 

Mr.  Pitt, 

Mr.  Pyke, 

Mr.  RoUeston, 
I  Captain  Russell, 
j  Mr.  Saunders, 
I  Mr.  Seymour, 
j  Mr.  Shanks, 
I  Mr.  Shephard, 
I  Mr.  Stevens, 
j  Mr.  Sutton, 
I  Mr.  Thomson, 
j  Mr.  Tonioana, 
I  Colonel  Trimble, 

Mr.  Whitaker, 
I  Mr.  Whyle, 
!  Mr.  Wright. 

I  Tellers. 

I  Mr.  Stud  holme, 
'  Mr.  Wakefield. 

Noes. 

I  Mr.  Macandrew, 
I  Mr.  Montgomery, 

Mr.  Reeves, 

Mr.  Shrimski, 
I  Mr.  Speight, 
I  Mr.  Stewart, 

Mr.  Tainui, 
'  Mr.  Tawhai, 

Mr.  Tole, 

Dr.  WallU. 


Mr.  Hutchison, 
Mr.  Ireland, 
Mr.  Lundon, 


Tellers. 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Tombull. 


The  motion,  as  amended,  was  oonsequentlj 
agreed  to. 

HIGH  SCHOOL  RESERVES  BILL. 

Mr.  BRANDON,  in  moving  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill,  said  that  it  was  intended  to  enable 
the  governing  bodies  of  high  schools  who  did 
not  receive  any  assistance  from  Education  Boards 
to  make  use  of  certain  endowments.  There  were 
some  of  these  establishments  which  at  the  pre- 
sent time  found  it  rery  difficult  to  carry  on,  in 
consequence  of  the  6tat«  of  their  endowments ; 
and  they  dccired  to  sell  these  endowments,  and 
make  use  of  the  proceeds  by  investing  them  in 
some  securities  which  might  produce  an  annual 
revenue,  and  so  enable  the  establishments  to  be 
supported  in  a  proper  manner.  The  Bill  pro- 
vided for  selling  the  endowments  either  wholly 
for  cash,  or  partly  for  cash  and  taking  mort- 
gages for  the  remainder,  and  investing  the  pro- 
ceeds in  securities  which  would  yield  a  dividend, 
to  be  applied  to  the  objects  of  the  institutions. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR  would  have  liked  to  hear 
the  opinion  of  the  Minister  of  Education  upon 
the  Bill,  as  it  seemed  to  him  to  be  a  most  extra- 
ordinary little  measure.  If  the  mover  had  been 
frank  with  the  House,  he  would  have  stated  what 
particular  high  schools  were  to  be  included  in 
it.  They  could  not  be  very  many  ;  but  he  pre- 
sumed the  Wellington  College  would  be  one,  and 
there  might  bo  one  or  two  others.  Honorable 
members  ought  to  know  what  extent  of  land 
would  be  affected  by  the  Bill,  and  there  should 
be  a  schedule  showing  that.  Of  course  the  Bill 
did  not  apply  to  high  schools  under  District 
Hig!»  Schools  Acts,  and  under  the  control  of 
Education  Boards ;  but  it  gave  the  governors  of 
other  such  institutions,  who,  it  might  be  quite 
true,  were  in  a  really  bankrupt  state,  the  power 
to  sell,  without  any  safeguards,  the  endowments 
placed  under  their  control.  Ho  objected  alto- 
gether to  such  a  proposition,  and  did  not  think 
the  Bill  should  pass  its  second  reading  simply  in 
the  hope  that  it  might  be  put  into  better  shape 
in  Committee.  He  was,  however,  unwilling  to 
move  that  it  should  bo  read  a  second  time  that 
day  six  months. 

•Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  the  question  with  which 
this  Bill  dealt  came  before  the  House  some  time 
ago,  when  he  stated  that  the  Government  were 
of  opinion  that  the  subject  was  too  large  to  be 
dealt  with  this  session.  The  Bill  was  prepared 
by  the  late  Government,  and  it  was  left  by  them 
ready  to  be  brought  forward.  If  allowed  to  go 
through  its  second  reading  it  would  require  con- 
siderable alteration  in  Committee.  Without 
having  had  time  to  consider  the  question  so  as 
to  be  able  to  express  the  opinion  of  the  Govern- 
ment definitely  upon  it,  he  might  say  for  himself 
that  it  was  a  question  that  ought  to  be  dealt  with 
in  a  much  more  comprehensive  manner  than  was 
done  in  this  Bill.  If,  pending  further  legislation, 
it  should  go  into  Committee,  he  hoped  the  House 
would  insist  upon  a  proper  check  being  placed 
upon  the  sale  of  these  reserves.     Under  the  Bill 
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as  it  stood  at  present,  that  sale  was  absolutely 
without  anj  control.  He  had  held  for  many 
years  a  strong  opinion  as  to  what  should  be  done 
with  these  reserves,  and  he  looked  upon  it  that 
sooner  or  later  they  would  all  hare  to  be  dealt 
with  upon  one  uniform  system  throughout  the 
colony ;  and  that  the  governors  of  these  institu- 
tions should  not  be  allowed  to  interfere  with 
settlement,  or  to  become  dealers  in  land — a  pur- 
pose for  which  they  were  not  constituted.  Th«se 
lands  should  be  dealt  with  in  the  same  way  as  the 
general  estate,  subject  only  to  the  trut^  for  which 
tbey  were  granted.  He  would  not  oppose  the 
second  reading,  but  he  should  think  it  right  in 
Committee  to  introduce  considerable  modifica- 
tions. It  seemed  to  him  that,  under  a  Bill  of  this 
kind,  bodies  having  the  names  of  Boards  of  Go- 
vernors would  be  able  to  turn  themseWes  into 
land-dealing  bodies,  for  which,  in  some  instances, 
they  might  be  very  unfit.  He  must  say  he  did 
not  think  there  was  mucli  hope  of  a  Bill  of  this 
important  character  becoming  law  this  session. 

Mr.  OISBORNE  might  say,  with  regard  to  the 
exceptional  nature  of  this  Bill,  that  the  Canter- 
bury College  Governors  had  substantially  the 
same  power  given  to  them  by  ''  The  Canterbury 
Educational  Reserves  Sale  and  Leasing  Act, 
1876."  Under  that  Act  the  endowments  of  that 
College  were  open  to  sale,  and  the  proceeds  were 
to  be  invested  in  the  purchase  or  mortgoge  of 
freehold  lands,  in  the  purchase  of  Government 
stock,  and  soon,  just  as  in  this  Bill.  So  much  for 
the  exceptional  nature  of  this  Bill.  There  was 
a  check  to  selling  the  land  in  that  it  had  to 
be  sold  by  public  auction  or  tender.  They 
could  not  have  a  better  check  than  that.  The 
proceeds  of  the  land  were  not  to  be  devoted  to  the 
mainlenanco  of  the  institutions,  but  were  t^  be 
reinvested  in  permanent  investments,  in  mort- 
gages, or  in  colonial  securities,  or  in  the  pur- 
chase of  other  lands ;  and  the  proceeds  derived 
therefrom  were  to  be  devoted  towards  the  main- 
tenance of  the  institutions.  Manj  of  these  high 
schools  had  country  lands  which  were  at  present 
of  no  value  to  them,  and  they  had  not  the  power 
to  sell  or  to  mortgage.  The  result  was,  that  they 
were  practically  useless  :  iu  fact,  many  years — 
perhaps  a  whole  generation — must  ehipse  before 
the  proceeds  of  the  land  would  be  available  for 
the  maintenance  of  these  schools.  The  intention 
of  the  Bill  WHS  to  sanction  the  conversion  of  the 
proceeds  of  these  endowments  into  permanent 
investments  which  would  bring  in  an  income  for 
the  schools,  and  would  in  fact  confer  the  eame 
powers  as  were  held  under  the  Canterbury  College 
Act  of  1876.  The  Canterbury  endowments  were 
open  for  sale  under  the  Waste  Lauds  Board,  and, 
so  &r  as  this  Bill  was  concerned,  so  long  as  the 
land  was  to  be  sold  by  public  auction,  and  the 
proceeds  reinvested  in  permanent  investments,  he 
could  not  see  anything  extraordinary  in  the  pro- 
position. At  present  these  reserves  were  perfectly 
useless  for  the  objects  for  which  they  were  made ; 
and  in  the  interests  of  the  high  schools  the 
promoters  of  the  Bill  asked  the  House  to  pass  it, 
to  enable  the  reserves  to  be  realized  for  some 
practical  purpose.  If  this  were  not  done  he  could 
foresee  that  some  of  these  schools  would  have  to 


be  closed.  What  was  the  good  of  giving  land 
which  could  not  be  utilized  ?  The  object  of  the 
Bill  was  to  enable  those  lands  to  be  utilized.  If 
it  were  thought  advisable  that  some  further  check 
should  be  placed  on  the  sale  or  the  reinvestment 
of  the  proceeds,  that  could  be  done  Li  Committee. 
He  would  ask  the  House  to  pass  the  Bill  in  the 
interests  of  the  high  schools,  and  enable  the  re- 
serves to  be  utilized  for  the  purpose  for  which 
they  were  set  apart. 

Mr.  GEORGE  said  it  was  understood  that  un- 
opposed business  only  was  to  be  taken,  and,  as 
this  measure  was  likely  to  occupy  some  time,  he 
moved  the  adjournment  of  the  debate. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  hoped  the  debate  would 
not  be  adjourned.  He  believed  the  Bill  was 
somewhat  crude ;  and  the  mover  of  it  would 
perhaps  have  no  objection  to  a  clause  being  in- 
serted enabling  the  endowments  to  be  sold  by  the 
Waste  Lands  Board.  There  was  no  intention  of 
doing  anything  but  conserving  endowments,  yet 
making  them  valuable  for  present  purposes.  As 
the  honorable  member  for  Totara  hod  very  well 
explained,  they  might  find  a  high  school  or  col- 
lege having  perhaps  ten  thousand  acres  of  land, 
covered  with  thick  bush,  and  very  likely  yielding 
not  a  single  halfpenny  to  the  institution  for 
which  it  had  been  set  aside  as  an  endowment. 
It  would  ultimately '  become  valuable,  but  for 
present  purposes  it  was  useless.  Let  them  take 
any  precaution  they  pleased  in  the  way  of  selling, 
and,  if  necessary,  let  the  land  be  handed  over  to 
the  Waste  Lands  Boards  to  be  sold  in  the  usual 
way.  Let  the  proceeds  be  applied  to  the  pur- 
chase of  other  properties — say,  within  the  town 
or  city — from  which  an  annual  rental  could  be 
obtained  for  the  support  of  the  institution.  He 
need  not  conceal  that  this  Bill  was  of  importance 
to  the  Wellington  College.  It  required  such  help 
as  that.  He  put  it  to  members  of  the  House, 
and  to  gentlemen  who  he  knew  were  interested 
in  higher  education,  that  something  of  this  kind 
was  absolutely  necessary.  It  was  not  wished  to 
do  anything  beyond  simply  changing  the  character 
of  these  reserves,  so  as  to  produce  a  revenue  that 
would  be  useful  at  the  present  time.  He  hoped 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  would  be  agi^ed 
to. 

Mr.  BOWEN  should  vote  for  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  Bill,  because  he  thought  it  was  very 
important  that  something  should  t>e  done  to  faci- 
litate the  carrying-on  of  so  important  an  insti- 
tution as  the  Wellington  College.  He  did  not 
understand  the  Minister  of  Lands  to  object  to 
the  general  principle  that  lands  should  be  sold 
for  the  purpose  of  investing  the  proceeds  in  some 
other  way,  but  to  object  to  this  being  done  by  the 
machinery  of  the  governing  body  alone ;  and  he 
thought  that  the  honorable  gentleman  was  right, 
because  the  governing  body  was  not  the  body  that 
was  likely  to  successfully  manage  this  kind  of 
business.  The  honorable  member  opposite  was 
mistaken  as  to  the  way  in  which  the  Canterbury 
College  dealt  with  their  endowment.  The  lands 
were  originally  set  apart  by  the  Canterbury  Pro- 
vincial Council,  and  it  was  part  of  the  under- 
standing that  they  should  be  left  for  sale  by  the 
Waste  Lands  Board.    As  the  lands  were  sold  the 
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money  was  invested  for  the  College.  He  thought 
that,  if  tlje  second  reading  was  taken  now,  per- 
haps the  honorable  member  in  charge  of  the  Bill 
could  put  himself  in  communication  with  the 
GK>remment,  and  between  this  and  next  week 
some  arrangement  might  be  come  to  which  would 
make  the  Bill  more  acceptable  to  the  House.  He 
hoped  the  House  would  pass  the  second  reading, 
as  it  was  of  considerable  importance  to  the  Wel- 
lington College,  and  before  this  time  next  week 
such  an  arrangement  might  be  made  between  the 
Gorernment  and  the  promoters  of  the  Bill  as 
would  satisfy  the  House  that  its  provisions  were 
unobjectionable. 

Mr.  SHRIMSKI  said  he  could  not  understand 
the  position  of  the  Minister  of  Lands  in  not 
wishing  to  give  power  to  sell  laud  in  this  Bill, 
wliiist  in  his  two  Bills — the  Otago  Boys*  and 
Oirls'  High  Schools  Bill  and  the  Southknd  Boys' 
and  Girls'  High  Schools  Bill— there  were  clauses 
giving  the  Board  power  to  sell  the  property  and 
to  reinvest  the  proceeds  in  some  other  property. 
He  was  really  at  a  loss  to  know  what  the  Minister 
of  Lands  meant. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  eaid  the  only  objection 
he  had  to  the  Bill  was,  that  it  was  general.  He 
thought  it  should  have  been  applied  specially  to 
the  Wellington  College.  If  in  Committee  it 
could  be  limited  to  that,  he  should  be  very  glad  ; 
but  he  did  not  see  why  it  should  be  a  general 
measure.  He  quite  approved  of  this  Bill  as 
applied  to  the  Wellington  College.  Let  it  be 
confined  to  that  college. 

Mr.  HISLOP  thought  the  practice  wliich  was 
growing  up  in  the  House  was  rather  inconvenient 
— namely,  that  honorable  members  would  not 
oppose  the  second  reading,  and  at  the  same 
time  made  up  their  minds  to  kill  a  Bill  in  Com- 
mittee. He  thought  there  was  a  sufficient  indica- 
tion that  there  was  no  intention  to  put  this  Bill 
throueh  the  House. 

An  Hon.  Mekbeb. — ^No,  no. 

Mr.  HISLOP  hoped  it  was  so,  because  a  more 
mischievous  Bill  could  not  be  passed.  Some  of 
these  reserves  had  been  so  set  aside  as  to  be  in 
the  centres  of  population,  and  immediately  avail- 
able for  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  in- 
tended ;  whilst  other  reserves  were  made  in  the 
more  remote  parts  of  the  country,  and  would 
only  become  available  as  the  country  advanced, 
and  as  greater  aid  was  required  for  these  institu- 
tions. That  was  how  he  viewed  the  reserves  set 
apart  for  the  Wellington  College.  He  under- 
stood that  the  Wellington  College  had  got  reserves 
in  the  town  realizing  a  considerable  income.  But 
these  institutions  undertook  work  which  they 
ought  not  to  undertake.  They  insisted  on  teach- 
ing children  inho  ought  to  be  going  to  the  common 
schools,  and  he  believed  thb  was  generally  the 
reason  why  these  institutions  were  so  short  of 
funds,  fie  intended  to  move  that  this  Bill  be 
read  a  second  time  that  day  six  months.  The 
very  fact  that  there  was  a  calling-out  for  such  a 
Bill  at  the  present  time  showed  that  this  would 
be  a  power  which  ought  not  to  be  vested  in  these 
small  Boards.  They  felt,  just  for  the  time  being, 
the  inconvenience  arising  from  being  short  of 
funds,  and  they  did  not  look  far  enough  ahead, 
Mr,  Bowen 


so  as  to  see  how  far  the  dealing  with  lands  now 
would  affect  them  in  the  future-  He  thought 
this  Bill  would  place  powers  in  the  hands  of  the 
Board  of  Governors  which  they  ought  not  to 
possess,  and  begged  therefore  to  move,  That  the 
Bill  be  read  a  second  time  that  day  six  months. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  seconded  the  motion  for 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill  on  that  day  six 
months.  He  did  so  because  he  believed  that  this 
was  a  question  or  Bill  that  the  Qt)vemment 
ought  to  undertake  to  bring  forward  in  a  consoli- 
dated manner.  In  the  interpretation  clause  in 
this  Bill  "high  school"  included  any  college, 
high  school,  or  grammar  school  now  existing,  or 
hereafter  to  be  established  under  any  Act.  This 
was  the  difficulty  that  he  saw  in  the  distance. 
They  had  too  many  distinctions  in  the  matter  of 
education  ;  some  of  the  School  Boards  were  in  a 
state  of  poverty  and  ruin,  while  others  were  roll- 
ing in  wealth.  Let  them  look  for  a  moment 
at  the  land  reserves  of  Canterbury.  By  looking 
at  the  papers  laid  on  the  table,  honorable  mem- 
bers would  see  that  primary  education  had  only 
45,298  acres  of  reserves ;  secondary  education, 
19,402  acres ;  while  higher  education  had  270,697 
acres  of  reserves,  placed  under  different  and  dis- 
tinct Boards  of  Management.  What  he  wanted 
to  see  was  this :  that  the  whole  of  the  reserves 
and  educational  property  should  be  put  under  one 
clear  and  distinct  Board,  which  should  look  after 
every  class  of  education,  from  the  lowest  to  the 
highest,  that  was  to  bo  obtained  in  their  respective 
districts.  He  was  quite  sure  that  no  party  mem- 
ber could  bring  in  a  satisfactory  Bill;  it  must 
be  brought  in  by  the  Government,  and  be  pre- 
pared with  great  care  during  the  recess. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  felt,  with  the  last  speaker, 
that  it  was  very  important  the  Government  should 
take  this  matter  in  hand :  and  the  whole  of  their 
action  had  been  taken  in  consequence  of  holding 
that  view.  When  this  question  came  up  before,  he 
said  that  it  could  not  be  dealt  with  broadly  this 
session,  and  that  it  would  not  be  right  to  attempt 
to  deal  broadly  with  it,  seeing  that  the  Gk>vem- 
ment.  with  the  consent  of  the  House,  had  ap- 
pointed a  Commission  to  inquire  into  the  whole 
case.  The  question  was  still  under  the  considera- 
tiou  of  that  Commission ;  its  information  was  not 
complete :  and  it  had  not  yet  reported.  With  re- 
gard to  the  reference  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Waitaki  (Mr.  Shrimski)  to  his  (Mr.  BoUes- 
t^n's)  own  action,  it  was  true  that  he  had  taken  in 
hand  Bills  relating  to  the  Otago  Boys'  and  Girls' 
High  Schools  and  the  Southland  Boys'  and  Girls' 
High  Schools ;  but  he  made  it  a  condition  of  his 
taking  them  in  hand  that  there  should  be,  as 
pointed  out  by  the  honorable  member  for  Kaiapoi, 
another  body  which  would  act  as  a  check  upon 
the  sale  of  the  land  by  the  Boards  of  Goremors. 
It  would  be  found  that  in  these  Bills  there  was 
a  distinct  provision  that  before  any  action  was 
taken  for  dealing  with  those  lands  the  proposal 
should  be  submitted  to  the  Governor  in  Council. 
He  wished  to  point  out  wherein  those  cases  were 
different  from  others  which  had  been  brought 
forward.  He  wished  to  deal  with  them  specially 
upon  their  merits,  because  in  both  cases  actire 
steps  had  been  taken  to  pkce  the  institntaont 
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upon  a  satUfaotoxy  basis.  They  were  institu- 
tions of  a  most  useful  character.  The  Otago 
High  School  had  been  recently  put  under  the 
charge  of  a  new  master,  and  was  doing  yerj  good 
work.  It  would  be  a  great  pitj  to  postpone 
the  work  of  that  school  at  the  present  time  for 
want  of  funds,  as  it  had  a  certain  prospect  of 
income  upon  which  it  was  fairly  entitled  to 
borrow  ;  and  not  only  to  borrow,  but,  under  the 
Bill  before  Parliament,  to  sell  with  the  consent  of 
the  GoTcmor  in  Council.  He  would  like  also 
to  make  another  observation  in  regard  to  what 
had  been  said  with  reference  to  the  Wellington 
College.  This  general  Bill,  he  understood,  was 
brought  in  to  meet  the  case  of  that  College.  It 
was  not  proposed  for  a  moment  to  giye  money 
to  spend  upon  the  immediate  necessities  of  the 
College,  but  it  enabled  the  gOTcming  body  to  sell 
endowments  and  buy  land.  If  the  Bill  meant 
more  than  that,  the  House  should  be  told  what  it 
did  mean.  He  asked  honorable  members  to  con- 
sider, with  the  information  they  had  before  them 
in  this  report,  what  they  could  expect  to  get  from 
this  buying  and  selling.  They  had  there  a  Wel- 
lington reserre  with  its  prospectiye  value  set 
down  at  £5  a  year;  and  he  would  like  to  ask 
who  was  going  to  pay  a  large  sum  for  a  reserve 
that  would  only  produce  £6  a  year  for  years  to 
come.  It  would  not  stand  any  test  that  a  busi- 
ness man  would  apply  to  it.  Last  year  the  Wel- 
lington College,  against  his  distinct  protest,  set 
aside  building  sites  close  to  the  present  school 
buildings.  He  could  not  conceive  of  anything 
more  suicidal.  He  promised  support  to  any 
proposal  which  would  help  the  institution  ;  but 
let  them  not  sacriBce  their  secondary  schools  for 
the  sake  of  temporary  pecuniary  advantage.  Ho 
would  advise  their  being  dealt  with  handsomely 
and  liberally,  but  on  a  basis  which  would  not  pre- 
judice higher  education  in  future.  That  was  his 
desire,  and  it  was  in  that  spirit  that  he  had  acted. 
With  regard  to  this  Wellington  College  and  other 
high  schools,  he  thought  the  Assembly  had  better 
vote  them  money  than  enable  them  to  become 
land- jobbing  bodies. 

Mr.  BBANDON  was  surprised  at  the  remarks 
of  the  Minister  of  Education,  because  he  had 
explained  the  objects  of  the  Bill,  and  the  last 
clause  was  sufficiently  explanatory.  They  did  not 
wish  to  enter  into  the  buying  and  selling  of  land  ; 
they  did  not  wish  to  invest  in  land  which  would 
not  give  a  return ;  but  they  desired  to  invest  the 
proceeds  in  securing  some  income  in  order  to 
carry  out  the  objects  for  which  the  endowments 
were  originally  granted.  They  did  not  intend  to 
lay  themselves  open  to  the  objection  of  being 
dealers  in  and  buyers  of  land.  He  was  perfectly 
willing  to  confine  the  measure  to  the  exigencies  of 
the  Wellington  College ;  but  he  thought  other 
bodies  might  take  advantage  of  the  same  powers, 
and  therefore  it  was  made  a  general  Act.  He  had 
not  the  slightest  objection  to  inserting  in  Com- 
mittee the  check  which  the  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion had  introduced  into  the  Otago  and  Southland 
Boys'  and  Girls'  High  Schools  Bills.  Delay  would 
be  very  prejudicial  to  the  Wellington  College; 
and  unless  the  Government  would  say  that  they 
would  help  the  Wellington  College  until  next 
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session,  by  advancing  a  sufficient  sum  to  enable  it 
to  carry  on  and  meet  its  present  liabilities,  be 
would  ask  the  House  to  pass  the  Bill;  but,  if 
they  would  promise  to  do  that,  he  would  not  have 
the  slightest  hesitation  in  withdrawing  the  Bill. 
The  Board  of  Governors  had  not  the  slightest  in- 
tention of  leasing  this  land  at  the  amount  land  was 
put  up  to  lease  at  by  a  certain  other  establishment ; 
but  people  who  would  not  give  £S  a  year  for  land 
would  give  a  great  deal  more  for  it  if  they  ob- 
tained a  lease  with  the  right  to  purchase.  People 
were  growing  wise  nowadays,  and  would  not  ex- 
pend labour  upon  land  if  they  had  not  the  prospect 
of  becoming  the  owners  of  it  in  the  future.  If 
the  land  was  put  up  on  deferred  payments,  or  on 
lease  with  right  of  purchase,  a  reasonable  rent 
would  be  got  for  it.  He  hoped  the  House  would 
not  agree  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  thought  that  a  Bill  of 
this  kind,  which  dealt  generally  with  the  trusts  of 
high  schools,  was  a  very  important  matter.  The 
Bills  of  his  honorable  friend  the  Minister  of 
Education  did  deal  very  largely  with  those  trusta, 
because  they  not  only  gave  the  Boards  power  to 
reinvest  and  receive  interest  on  money,  but  they 
also  gave  power  to  use  some  of  the  money  for 
building.  What^was  good  for  one  public  body 
should  also  be  good  for  another,  unless  excep- 
tional circumstances  were  shown,  and  he  much 
preferred  a  general  Act  to  a  number  of  special 
Acts.  The  whole  question  should  be  dealt  witk 
comprehensively.  He  would  not  vote  against  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  but  he  oould  not  shut 
his  eyes  to  the  fact  that,  if  they  gave  Boards 
power  to  sell  lands,  it  was  because  they  could  not 
lease  them  advantageously  at  present,  and  they 
might  sacrifice  them  in  dull  and  bad  times.  He 
would  be  inclined  to  vote  against  special  Acts 
in  any  shape.  He  questioned  whether  it  would 
not  be  better  for  the  Ministry  to  bring  in  a  general 
measure,  and  to  provide  against  the  possibility 
of  these  bodies  parting  with  lands  below  their 
value. 

Mr.  SOEEHAN  was  prepared  to  vote  for  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill,  but  he  could  not  pro- 
mise  to  go  beyond  that  in  the  OTesent  session. 
He  was  told  by  the  Minister  of  Education  that 
the  Government  could  not  deal  broadly  with  this 
question.  That  required  definition.  What  was 
meant  by  dealing  broadly  with  a  measure  P  It 
might  mean  dealing  comprehensively  with  a  sub- 
ject, and  it  might  also  mean  supporting  a  Bill 
and  lotting  it  drop  this  session.  It  was  said  that 
this  was  to  be  a  general  measure.  He  thought 
this  was  a  case  of  charity  beginning  at  home,  and 
that  it  really  meant  Wellington.  The  Minister 
of  Education  gave  them  a  lecture  on  the  impro- 
priety of  grammar  schools  and  other  bodies  of  ths 
kind  dealing  with  public  reserves  in  the  manner 
suggested  in  this  Bill.  It  put  him  in  mind  of 
another  old  proverb,  "Starve,  horse,  while  the 
grass  grows."  The  honorable  member,  and  others 
who  came  from  the  blue-blood  province,  had  ample 
reserves,  and  high  schools  without  number,  which 
would  enable  them  to  cany  on  for  generations  to 
come ;  but  honorable  members  from  the  northern 
and  poorer  provinces  did  not  get  these  means,  and 
were  told,  '*  Good  people,  let  your  children  grow 
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up  vitli  a  common -school  eclucation."  The 
honorable  member  talked  about  dealing  with  the 
question  broadly.  Did  that  mean  cash  ?  If  the 
expression  "  broadly  "  meant  coming  down  witli 
cash,  ho  was  prepared  to  Tot^  for  the  Bill  as  it 
was,  more  especially  as  in  his  province  there  was 
a  school  of  the  same  character,  with  10,000  acres 
wliich  they  could  not  utilize.  They  bhould  follow 
out  abolition  tp  its  legitimate  result,  and  put 
all  the  education  reserves  into  a  common  pot ; 
and  if  any  province  was  called  upon  to  take  the 
lead  in  that  matter  it  was  the  Province  of  Canter- 
bury. An  honorable  member  remarked  that  they 
had  already  given  up  the  Land  Fund.  But  it  ap- 
peared from  the  Financial  Statement  that  the  Land 
Fund  was  now  something  worse  than  nothing. 
He  hoped  the  Minister  of  Education  and  other 
members  from  that  province  would  como  down 
next  session  and  say,  "  We  will  deal  broadly  with 
the  question.  We  will  bring  all  the  reserves  for 
higher  schools  into  a  common  fund,  and  make 
it  like  the  Land  Fund."  In  the  meantime, 
unless  something  of  the  kind  he  had  stated  was 
done,  it  would  be  a  very  cruel  thing  indeed  to 
the  poorly-endowed  schools  in  the  North  to  keep 
them  waiting  in  order  to  realize  means  of  carrying 
on  from  their  reserves,  while  other  parts  of  the 
colony  were  living  on  the  fat  of  their  educational 
endowments.  The  Government  liad  opposed  the 
Bill  brought  forward  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Waitaki  (Mr.  Shrimski)  to  give  the  Oamaru 
Harbour  Board  power  to  deal  with  endowments 
to  the  extent  of  ninety  thousand  odd  acres  ;  and 
yet  they  proposed  to  handle  these  educational  re- 
serves in  the  very  same  way,  only  with  this  quali- 
fication, that  the  regulations  for  their  immediate 
sale  or  disposal  must  be  signed  by  the  Governor 
in  Council.  He  trusted  the  honorable  gentleman 
in  charge  of  the  Bill  would  not  push  it  beyond 
the  second  reading. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD  hoped  the  Bill  would  be 
read  a  second  time  and  pjisned  thi**  session.  Its 
object  was  to  prevent  the  Welhngton  College 
being  compelled  for  want  of  funds  to  stop  its 
operations.  The  mere  second  reading  of  the  Bill 
would  not  do  that.  If  tliey  passed  the  Bill  there 
would  be  some  hope  of  carrying  on  the  operations 
of  the  College  during  the  succeeding  year;  if 
not,  that  institution  would  have  to  close  its  doors 
unless  some  other  raciina  were  provided  for  carry- 
ing it  on.  The  honorable  member  for  the  Thamet* 
(Mr.  Sbeehan)  had  accused  the  Minister  of  Edu- 
cation of  preaching  patience.  The  honorable 
gentleman  did  not  do  an}  thing  of  the  sort.  He 
spoke  in  the  direction  of  making  provision  for  the 
necessities  of  the  Wellington  College — that  he 
would  rather  see  the  Assembly  come  down  and 
make  provision  for  the  Wellington  College  at  once 
than  that  it*  ei*tato  should  be  dissipated  to  meet 
its  present  necessities.  He  entii*ely  sympathized 
with  his  honorable  friend,  and  should  be  very 
sorry  to  see  the  Wellington  College  closed  for 
want  of  funds,  or  the  estate  sacrificed  for  the 
sake  of  getting  an  immediate  return.  The  sub- 
ject was  a  very  difficult  one  to  deal  with.  It 
occurred  to  him  that  an  arrangement  might  be 
made  by  which  the  Crown  should  acquire  this 
land  as  an  educational  endowment,  and  advance 
Mr,  S/teehan 


money  to  the  Wellington  College  in  otder  to 
enable  it  to  carrj'  on  its  operations.  He  would 
rather  see  that  coursie  adopted  than  see  the 
Col'ege  compelled  to  sell  its  reserves  for  a  mere 
trilling  sum.  The  hind  would  not  fetch  £1  an 
acre,  as  it  was  buf-h  land  without  any  roads.  The 
estate  wns  in  the  hands  of  trustees,  and  thej 
knew  what  would  be  the  best  way  to  serve  their 
interests.  There  was  an  urgent  necessity  for 
pa.-»piM{;  this  Bill,  in  order  to  obviate  the  neces- 
sity of  the  Wellinglori  College  absolutely  shutting 
its  door?,  which  would  be  the  case  unless  this 
Bill  were  passed,  or  some  other  provision  made 
for  enabling  the  College  to  carry  on.  He  hoped 
honorable  gentlemen  would  not  support  the 
second  reading  of  the  BiU.  as  a  mere  matter  of 
form,  but  would  carry  it  through  all  its  stagei 
this  session. 

Mr.  GISBORNE  said  the  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion was  not  veiy  happy  in  his  remarks  with 
regard  to  the  observation  made  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Waitaki,  and  he  waa  less  happy  in 
his  remarks  with  regard  to  the  Wellington  Col- 
lege. The  difficulty  which  had  been  prci^iiDg 
upon  the  Wellington  College  was,  that  it  could 
n(*t  let  land  and  give  a  right  to  purchase,  and 
therefore  could  only  obtain  a  very  small  amount 
annually  for  it.  He  had  the  authority  of  the 
late  Cliicf  Surveyor  of  the  Provincial  District  of 
AVelliugton,  Mr.  Jackson,  as  to  the  selUng  value 
of  the  laiul,  which  nominally  represented  a  rental 
of  £5  a  year,  and  he  was  quite  as  good  an  author 
ity  as  tlic  Minister  of  Education  on  this  subject. 
That  gentleman  had  told  the  Wellington  College 
governors  that  £1  an  acre  coidd  be  obtained  for  the 
freehold  of  the  land.  Although  they  could  not 
let  it  for  more  than  £5  a  year  without  the  right 
of  purchase,  if  they  sold  the  freehold  it  would 
realize  Ji:  10,000.  The  proceeds  could  be  imme- 
diately reinvested  in  town  lands,  or  in  colonial 
securities,  or  mortgages,  and  the  College  would 
realize  a  handsome  amount  annually.  That 
would  be  better  than  that  the  College  should 
como  year  after  a  ear  and  aak  assistance  from 
this  House.  It  should  be  put  in  a  position  by 
which  it  could  utilize  its  reserves  by  selhng  them 
and  investing  the  proceeds.  He  hoped  the  Bill 
would  be  read  a  second  time  and  become  law  thij 
session.  If  they  passed  this  Bill  they  would  put 
the  Wellington  College  in  a  position  to  continufl 
j  advantageously  its  work  in  the  cause  of  higher 
education.  If  iiot,  they  would  either  cause  the 
College  to  bH  shut  up,  or  they  would  have  it 
coming  to  this  House  for  appropriations  year 
after  year. 

Mr.  LEYIN  said  the  honorable  member  for 
Tolara  had  very  ])roperly  expressed  the  position  of 
the  Wellington  College  country  reserve.  Though 
nominally  it  only  fetched  £5  a  year,  still  he  had 
no  doubt,  from  his  own  personal  knowledge,  that, 
if  the  laud  were  put  into  the  market  at  tlie  pre- 
sent, tiine,  it  would  realize  such  a  sum  as  would 
enable  the  Col  lego  to  carry  on  its  operations. 
The  life  of  the  Wellington  College,  which  was 
Ihv^  must  valuable  educational  institution  in  the 
Provincial  District  of  Welhngton,  huug  upon  the 
possibility  of  obtaining  power  to  realize  upon  it« 
re&ervea.    They  did  not  want  to  be  coming  dowa 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


1879.] 


Sigh  School 


[HOUSE.] 


Reserves  Bill, 


363 


to  this  House,  year  after  year,  for  grants  in  aid 
to  keep  the  institution  going.  He  thouglit  the 
Minister  of  Lands  had  unintentionaily  put  a 
false  issue  before  llie  House  when  he  said  that 
the  Government  should  come  down  with  some 
broad  scheme  for  assisting  higher  cducatioiiul  es- 
tablishments. It  scorned  to  him  that  in  the  pre- 
sent financial!  condition  of  the  colony  it  was  use- 
less leading  the  House  to  think  n»ore  would  bo 
done  to  aid  education  than  at  present  :  it  would 
be  nearer  the  truth  to  say  that  GoTcrument 
grants  in  support  of  education  would  ere  long 
have  to  bo  diminished.  So  fur  as  the  Wellington 
College  was  concerned,  what  was  wanted  was 
power  to  deal  with  the  property  it  possessed,  so 
as  to  bring  in  an  annual  revenue  to  maintain  t):o 
College.  He  hoped  the  House  would  pans  the 
Bill  through  all  its  stages  this  session. 

Mr.  STEWART  regarded  this  Bill  as  a  very 
important  mea,»ure.  It  was  one  which  might  be 
considered  from  two  points  of  view  :  one  was  the 
general  principle  involved  in  the  Bill,  and  the 
other  the  financial  necessity  that  existed,  ap- 
parently, in  connection  with  the  Wellington  Col- 
lege. With  regard  to  the  latter  question,  lie 
thought  those  gentlemen  who  repres^ented  Wel- 
lington had  proved  to  demonstration  that  the 
Bill  was  absolutely  neee^^ary,  and  that  a  measure 
of  this  kind  should  be  brou^^ht  into  operation  im- 
mediately. He  thought  the  House  .'•hould  ngree 
to  the  second  reading  of  tlio  Bill,  and  bring  the 
necessary  powers  into  operation  at  oiic«'.  It  wus 
very  well  known  that  these  re^cr\es  were  granted 
with  very  limitrd  powers  of  nlienation,  and  the 
consequence  was  that  largo  tracts  of  country  were 
unproductive.  Therefore,  whilst  they  should 
keep  in  view  those  safeguards  that  would  pre- 
vent endowments  from  being  frittered  awa}',  they 
should  also  give  such  reasonable  powers,  subject 
to  proper  restrictions,  as  were  neecs-sary  to  enable 
the  proceeds  of  those  reserves  to  be  utilized  to  tiie 
best  advantage  from  time  to  time.  Personally, 
he  was  in  favour  of  the  adopt iuu  of  a  Bill  of 
a  general  character.  So  far  as  he  could  see,  this 
measure  appeared  to  have  been  carefully  drawn. 
It  might  be  made  more  elaborate,  so  as  to  apply 
to  educational  institutions  of  a  somewhat  similar 
character  having  reserves  under  analogous  cir- 
cumstances. Special  Acts  were  continually  crop- 
ping up  as  the  necessity  arose  for  passing  them, 
and  sometiines  clauses  were  inserted  whieh  parlies 
interested  in  endowments  were  not  aware  of  until 
they  became  law.  A  general  Act,  caref  idly  con- 
sidered, would  obviate  such  a  state  of  things.  He 
would  support  the  second  reading,  and  also  the 
passing  of  the  Bill,  either  as  a  gereral  measure  or 
as  one  specially  affecting  the  Wellington  College. 

Mr.  HALL  would  be  ^lad  to  support  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill.  He  agreed  with 
many  of  the  views  which  had  been  expressed 
by  the  last  speaker.  Endowments  of  land  wen' 
no  doubt  very  desirable,  l)ut  the  experience  of 
the  Old  Country  had  shown  that  it  was  a  mis- 
take to  lock  up  land  in  the  hands  of  religious, 
educational,  or  any  other  holies,  in  such  a 
manner  that  they  could  not  d.  al  with  it  as  the 
interests  of  the  institution  concerned,  or  of  the 
land  itself,  required   from   time  to  time.     He 


believed  that  there  should  be  a  power  of  sale 
when  n  sale  could  be  effected  with  considerable 
advantage — a  power  accompanied  by  conditions 
ai  to  reinvestment.  The  question  as  to  the 
body  in  whom  that  power  should  be  vested  was 
another  thing.  In  the  case  referred  to  by  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames — that  of  the 
Canterbury  College — the  power  was  vested  in  the 
Waste  Latuls  Board  of  the  district :  that  was  one 
of  the  conditions  of  the  original  endowment, 
and  so  it  was  with  the  Oamaru  Harbour  Board. 
In  this  jiarticular  case,  there  was  no  power  of  sale 
given.  If  they  did  give  a  power  of  sale,  they 
must  give  it  to  somebody.  Now,  he  did  not 
think  that  giving  an  unresen-ed  power  of  this 
kind  to  every  governing  body  of  a  high  school 
was  a  desirable  thing.  It  ought  to  be  under  a 
proper  check.  But  they  could  not  go  into  the 
question  on  a  broad  basis  this  session :  the  case 
of  the  Wellington  College  was  an  exceedingly 
pressing  one  ;  and.  under  these  circumstances,  he 
thought  they  might  fairly  give  that  institution 
some  assistaJico.  He  looked  forward  to  the  time 
when  the  whole  question  of  secondary  education 
would  be  gone  into  with  a  view  of  dealing  with  it 
in  the  broadest  possible  sense  ;  for  he  believed 
that,  while  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Government  to 
provide  for  the  primary  education  of  the  people, 
it  was  also  their  duty  not  to  neglect  secondary 
edu.-ation.  No  person  should  be  able  to  say  that 
provision  for  this  purpose  on  a  liberal  scale  ex- 
isted in  one  part  of  the  colony  while  it  did  not 
exist  iri  another.  He  did  not  say  that  it  would 
be  a  wise  thin<r  to  transfer  any  endowment  from 
one  part  of  the  colony  to  another;  but,  where 
it  could  be  shown  that  no  reasonable  provision  « 
existed  for  secondary  education,  the  Government 
slumld  in  some  way  endeavour  to  provide  for  it. 
He  would  support  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  HE  LAUTOUR  said  that,  as  everybody 
had  condeumed  this  Bill,  and  still  everybody  was 
going  to  vote  lor  it,  they  miiiht  as  well  let  it  go 
to  the  second  reading.  He  found  out  now  that 
it  was  an  old  friend  with  a  new  face.  It  used  to 
be  called  the  Wellington  College  Bill,  but  he 
really  did  not  know  it  under  its  present  disguise. 

M' .  GISBORNE  said  it  was  never  called  the 
Wellin'iton  College  Bill. 

Mr.  HE  LAUTOUR  said  he  had  seen  it  before, 
and  remembered  it  now  that  he  had  had  a  better 
opportunity  of  looking  at  it.  He  altogether  ob- 
jected to  the  doctrine  which  some  honorable 
members  laid  down,  that  there  was  any  right  at 
all  to  sell  these  reserves  for  the  purpose  of  keep- 
ing up  itistitutions  which  could  not  otherwise 
support  themselves.  They  were  never  intended 
as  endowments  which  could  be  converted  into 
cash  and  ex j tended.  There  was  one  thing  that 
would  have  to  be  done  with  reserves  of  this 
character  of  a  much  larger  siza  than  the  reserve 
in  question — they  would  all  have  to  be  secular- 
ized, a)id  that  in  the  interests  of  settlement,  not 
in  the  interests  of  the  schools  or  institutions  for 
which  they  were  set  apart.  There  was  no  doubt 
the  Govennncut  would  have  to  face  that.  There 
were  immense  areas  of  country  at  present  alien- 
ated as  endowments  for  the  benefit  of  institutions. 
These  large  areas  were  retarding  settlement  to  a 
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rery  serious  extent,  and  thej  ought  to  be  placed 
in  the  hands  of  the  administratire  body,  wbatever 
it  might  be,  administering  the  lands  of  the 
colony,  dealt  with  as  ordinary  waste  lands,  and  the 
proceeds  legitimately  held  by  the  goTeming  bodies 
of  the  institutions  for  which  they  were  originally 
let  apart.  That  was  the  only  principle  on  which 
these  endowments  should  be  interfered  with — 
when  they  were  retarding  settlement.  It  seemed 
to  him  monstrous  that  endowments,  which  had 
been  set  apart  by  the  forethought  of  our  prede- 
cessors for  the  benefit  of  educational  institutions, 
should  be  sacrificed  —  put  into  the  market  and 
sold,  and  sold  by  tender,  the  goTcmors  not  being 
bound  to  accept  the  highest  tender  as  was  the 
case  in  this  Bill — whenever  the  institution  was 
either  badly  managed  or  got  into  financial  straits. 
They  had  no  warrant  for  saying  or  knowing  that 
the  Wellington  College  was  eyen  decently  or  eco- 
nomically managed.  It  had  the  name  of  being 
a  Tcry  good  school :  that  was  all  they  knew.  If 
it  was  to  haTe  the  right  by  public  money — which 
this  would  be,  if  these  reseryes  were  sold  —  to 
bolster  up  an  expensive  stafi*  or  an  expensiye 
management,  then  it  was  time  that  such  a  school 
was  placed  under  the  management  of  the  Minister 
of  Education.  He  did  not  think  that  in  Com- 
mittee the  House  would  agree  to  the  principle  of 
the  Bill. 

Motion  for  the  adjournment  of  the  debate 
negatived,  and  Bill  read  a  second  time. 

MINEKS'  RIGHTS  FEES  REDUCTION 

BILL. 
This  Bill  was  considered  in  Committee. 
Clause  3. — Miners'  rights  fees. 
Mr.  GISBORNE  moved.  That  the  words  "  ten 
■hillings  "  be  struck  out,  with  a  Tiew  to  inserting 
"five  shillings." 

Question  put,  **  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
left  out  stand  part  of  the  clause ;"  upon  which  a 
division  was  called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         40 

Noes         13 


Ates. 


Majority  for 

Mr.  Andrew!, 
Mr.  Bain, 
Mr.  Ballance, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Captain  Colbeck, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Dick, 
Mr.  George, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  H.  Hirst, 
Mr.  Hutchison, 
Mr.  Ireland, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Moss, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Pitt, 

Mr.  De  Lautour 
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Mr.  RoUeston, 
Captain  Russell, 
Mr.  Saunders, 
Mr.  Shanks, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Stewart, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Tainui, 
Mr.  Tawhai, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Colonel  Trimble, 
Mr.  Turnbull, 
Mr.  Wakefield, 
Mr.  Reader  Wood, 
Mr.  Wright. 

Tellers, 
Mr.  W.  J.  Hurst, 
Mr.  Pyke. 


Nobs. 
Mr.  Barron,  Mr.  Reeves, 

Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Reid, 

Mr.  Finn,  Mr.  Shephard, 

Mr.  J.  B.  Fisher,  Mr.  Speight. 

Major  Harris,  Teller t. 

Mr.  Hislop,  Mr.  Gisbome, 

Mr.  Lundon,  Mr.  Seddon. 

The  amendment  was  consequently  negatived. 

Bill  reported  to  the  House,  and  rend  a  third 
time. 


LAND  CLAIMS  ARBITRATION  BILL. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD,  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  said  it  related  to  a  land 
claim  of  long  standing,  which  had  been  before 
ParUament  on  many  previous  occasions.  Last 
year  a  Bill  was  passed  called  "  The  Land  Claims 
Act,  1878,"  which  empowered  the  claimant  to 
bring  his  case  before  the  Land  Claims  Court 
before  the  31st  of  December  of  this  year.  That 
measure  was  passed  with  a  view  of  giving  the 
claimant  an  opportunity  of  having  his  case  heard ; 
but  at  the  time  the  Act  was  passed  the  claimant 
was  not  in  the  country,  and  he  would  never  have 
heard  of  the  Act  having  been  passed  but  for  an 
advertisement  which  appeared  in  a  London  news- 
paper, and  which  was  out  out  and  sent  to  him  by 
a  friend  in  Australia.  The  claimant  was  now  on 
his  way  to  this  colony,  with  a  view  of  getting 
something  done  with  reference  to  his  claim.  The 
claim  was  a  very  peculiar  one,  and  it  was  admitted 
that  the  claimant  had  eufiered  a  grievous  wrong. 
That  was  not  denied  by  anybody.  It  had  been 
disputed  whether  the  claimant  had,  in  point  of 
fact,  any  claim  upon  the  Crown;  but  this  Bill 
did  not  assume  that  the  claimant  had  any  claim 
against  the  Crown.  All  it  provided  for  was  that 
ho  should  have  an  opportunity  of  having  his 
claim  heard  by  an  independent  tribunal  apart 
from  the  Land  Claims  Court,  which,  in  his  opin- 
ion, was  not  likely  to  deal  impartially  with  the  case. 
As  he  (Mr.  Wakefield)  had  said,  this  claim  was  of 
long  standing,  and  the  claimant  had  spent  a  great 
deal  of  money  and  gone  to  a  great  deal  of  trouble 
in  presenting  it  for  a  number  of  years.  His  desire 
was  that  it  should  be  finally  settled  by  arbitration. 
He  was  sure  the  claimant  would  not  in  any  way 
question  the  Arbitration  Court  proposed  to  be 
constituted  by  this  Bill.  Many  honorable  gentle- 
men knew  the  case  well,  and  he  hoped  he  would 
hare  their  support  in  endeavouring  to  get  nothing 
more  than  justice  done  to  a  man  who,  it  was  ad- 
mitted, had  suffered  a  very  grievous  wrong.  He 
hoped  honorable  gentlemen  would  carefully  con- 
sider the  question,  and  decide  whether  it  was  not 
better  that  the  whole  matter  should  be  settled  in 
such  a  manner  as  would  satisfy  the  claimant,  and 
assure  him  that  he  would  receive  justice  at  the 
huuds  of  the  Hoiue.  He  knew  there  was  a  great 
prejudice  against  all  laud  claims.  The  claimant 
in  this  case  had  persistently  pursued  his  claim 
for  twenty-five  years,  but,  because  he  had  given 
Parliament  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  that  waa  no 
reason  why  he  should  be  denied  justice.  These 
land  claimants  were  something  like  suitors  in 
Chancery  at  Home,  who  were  looked  upon  with 
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prejudice  simpler  because  the  Chancery  Court  and 
every  one  else  were  tired  of  the  persistency  with 
whidi  they  pressed  their  claims ;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  if  they  lived  long  enough,  they  generally 
got  a  decree.  He  would  ask  the  House  to  do 
justice  to  the  claimant  by  passing  this  Bill,  and 
appointing  an  independent  tribunal,  to  whom  the 
cUimant  was  prepared  to  submit  the  fiqjd  and 
ultimate  decision  of  his  case.  He  should  be  quite 
prepared  to  accept  any  reasonable  amendment  in 
Committee,  and  would  willingly  receive  sugges- 
tions from  honorable  gentlemen  who  knew  the 
particulars  of  the  case.  He  had  taken  the  advice 
of  the  officers  of  the  Land  Claims  Court  in  draw- 
ing this  Bill,  and  had  endeavoured  to  put  it  in 
such  a  shape  as  to  avoid  any  objectionable  feature 
that  could  be  avoided.  He  submitted  the  Bill  to 
the  House,  and  hoped  honorable  members  would 
allow  it  to  go  to  a  second  reading,  with  a  Tiew  to 
giving  him  an  opportunity  of  affording  further 
information  in  Committee. 

Major  ATKINSON,  on  behalf  of  the  Govern- 
ment,  was  very  sorry  to  say  that  he  was  unable  to 
give  this  Bill  his  support.  It  was  quite  true  that 
the  claimant  had  a  claim  against  somebody,  aris- 
ing out  of  matters  which  occurred  thirty  jears 
ago.  He  (Major  Atkinson)  would  not  trouble  the 
House  with  any  lengthened  statement  of  the  case, 
but  the  preamble  to  the  Bill  did  not  properly  set 
forth  the  case.  His  great  objection  to  the  Bill 
was,  that  it  was  an  admission  that  Captain 
Beadon  had  a  claim  against  this  colony  which 
ought  to  be  inquired  into  by  a  separate  tri- 
bunal. He  (Major  Atkinson)  did  not  think  that 
gentleman  had  a  shadow  of  a  claim  against  the 
colony.  If  honorable  gentlemen  would  read  the 
papers  they  would  come  to  that  conclusion.  He 
was  afraid  the  honorable  gentleman's  goodness 
of  heart  had  led  him  to  take  a  more  favourable 
view  of  the  ^Jase  than  he  was  warranted  in  doing. 
The  claimant  had  suffered  a  certain  wrong,  but 
he  had  not  suffered  a  grievous  wrong.  He  had 
suffered  a  certain  wrong,  as  many  people  of  the 
colony  had,  through  trusting  to  fraudulent  agents. 
The  whole  of  the  case  was,  shortly,  this  :  In  the 
year  1839,  forty  years  ago.  Captain  Beadon  sent 
a  sum  of  money  to  Messrs.  Sandiman,  Willis,  and 
Co.,  Sydney.  He  sent  £2,()00,  of  which  £400 
was  to  be  invested  either  in  New  South  Wales 
or  in  New  Zealand.  Mr.  Sandiman  was  then 
buying  land  in  New  Zealand,  and  he  had  here 
an  agent  named  Cormack,  who  bought  many 
thousands  of  acres  of  land  from  the  Natives. 
Then  this  claim  was  divided  up  among  certain 
clients  of  Sandiman,  Willis,  and  Co.,  and,  as  was 
the  custom,  these  persons*  claims  were  gazetted  : 
that  was  to  say,  the  claims  were  sent  in  to  the 
New  South  Wales  Government,  New  Zealand 
being  then  under  New  South  Wales.  They 
made  a  certain  claim  for  land.  Captain  Beadon 
among  the  number,  his  name  being  down  for 
15,000  acres.  A  Court  duly  sat  in  New  Zealand 
in  1844,  under  Commissioner  Godley.  H.  Cor- 
mack appeared,  and  he  withdrew  some  seven  or 
eight  of  these  claims,  he  having  bought  the  land 
himself,  and  Sandiman  having  sent  iu  the  names. 
The  cases  came  on,  and  all  the  claims  were  with- 
drawn, except  two  or  three;  and  Conoack  got, 


in  his  own  right,  the  full  amount  that  it  was 
possible  under  any  circumstances  for  the  Com- 
missioners to  grant — namely,  2,560  acres.  Then 
Captain  Beadon  disappeared  from  the  scene.  He 
alleged  that  Cormack  had  no  authority  to  with- 
draw his  name  ;  but  then  it  followed,  as  a  matter 
of  course,  that  he  had  no  business  to  insert  his 
name.  That  was  to  say,  his  name  ought  not  to 
have  appeared  at  all,  and  would  not  have  ap- 
peared if  his  agent  had  been  properly  qualified. 
Upon  the  fact  of  the  insertion  in  the  Gazette, 
and  the  case  never  coming  before  the  Court, 
Captain  Beadon  founded  his  claim.  He  never 
made  any  further  application  whateyer  till  1859, 
when  he  wrote  to  Mr.  Whitaker.  That  gentle- 
man went  to  Mr.  Commissioner  Bell,  who  told 
him,  as  would  be  seen  by  the  papers,  that  Captain 
Beadon  had  no  claim  whatever,  and  that  it  was 
useless  spending  money  upon  ihh  case ;  and  Mr. 
Whitaker  did  not  prosecute  the  claim  any  fur- 
ther. Then,  in  1866,  Captain  Beadon  himself 
again  came  upon  the  scene.  In  1872  he  came 
down  to  Wellington  and  made  a  further  claim, 
when  it  was  very  carefully  gone  into.  He  wrote 
to  the  Secretary  of  State,  charging  the  New  Zea- 
land Government  with  gross  fraud  in  not  giving 
him  land  which  he  had  purchased.  He  (Major 
Atkinson)  then  wrote  a  memorandum,  which 
would  be  found  among  the  paper.*,  setting  forth 
the  claim  from  beginning  to  end.  He  went  very 
carefully  into  it,  and  honorable  gentlemen  would 
see  that  Captain  Beadon  had  not  a  shadow  of  a 
claim.  The  claimant  then  made  application  to 
be  allowed  to  go  to  the  Supreme  Court  to  get  his 
wrongs  redressed,  and  wished  to  have  a  special 
permission  from  the  Government  to  plead.  But 
he  had  mistaken  the  law.  There  was  nothing  to 
prevent  him  going  to  the  Supreme  Court.  As 
the  Government  had  no  authority  to  give  him 
permission  to  go  into  the  Court,  they  did  not  do 
so.  He  then  applied  to  the  late  Government; 
and  Mr.  Stout,  in  order,  no  doubt,  to  get  rid  of 
the  trouble  of  being  perpetually  worried,  said, 
"Very  well,  if  you  have  a  claim,  wo  will  give 
you  an  opportunity  of  proving  it."  It  was  very 
curious  that  every  time  Captain  Beadon  had  an 
opportunity  of  going  before  the  Court  he  had 
never  known  anything  about  it,  and  had  always 
gone  away.  Honorable  men^bers  would  see  by 
the  papers  that  Captain  Beadon  had  missed  his 
opportunity  every  time;  and  when  Mr.  Stout, 
in  order  to  give  him  another  chance,  agreed 
that  the  case  should  again  be  referred  to  the 
Land  Court,  and  extended  the  time  for  twelve 
months,  Captain  Beadon  disappeared  imme- 
diately, and  never  reappeared  until  the  time  had 
expired ;  and  lie  now  asked  the  honorable  member 
for  Geraldine  to  submit  a  special  Bill  to  put  his 
case  in  a  position  in  which  he  had  no  right  to  ask 
the  House  to  place  it,  because  it  would  be  an  ad- 
mission on  the  part  of  the  House  that  a  wrong 
had  been'  done  to  Captain  Beadon  by  the  Courts 
of  the  colony,  which  he  had  absolutely  failed  to 
show  was  the  case.  He  might  abo  mention  that 
Captain  Beadon  hod  been  twice  before  the  Publio 
Petitions  Committee,  and  each  time  they  bad 
reported  adversely  to  his  claim.  He  submitted 
that,  if  the  House  desired  to  do  any  more  in  this 
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matter,  they  might  extend  the  Bill  of  last  year  and 
let  Captain  Beadon  appear  before  the  Commis- 
sioner, if  he  had  any  claim  at  all ;  but  do  not  let 
them  submit  it  to  a  special  tribunal;  because,  ,if 
they  did,  they  would  not  be  able  to  resist  in- 
numerable claims  whicli  were  infinitely  stronger  in 
every  respect  than  that  of  Captain  Beadon.  He 
hoped  his  honorable  friend  would  see  his  way  to 
withdraw  the  Bill,  or  at  any  rate  only  to  ask  tlio 
House,  if  ho  asked  for  anything,  to  extend  the 
Act  of  last  year  so  as  to  enable  Captain  Beadon 
to  apply  to  the  Land  Claims  Commissioner  for 
f  urtlior  investigation.  He  hoped  the  House  would 
not  accept  the  proposal  to  submit  the  matter  to 
arbitration. 

Mr.  KELLY  said  this  case  had  been  several 
timed  before  the  Public  Petitions  Committee,  and, 
as  Chairman  of  that  Committee,  he  thought  ho 
was  bound  to  state  what  action  it  took  in  the 
matter.  In  the  first  placo,  the  preamble  of  this 
Bill  stated  what  was  not  true.  It  set  out  that 
George  Beadon  purchased  land  in  New  Zealand; 
but  George  Beadon  never  did  purchase  land  in 
New  Zealand.  As  had  already  been  pointed  out 
by  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  he  placed  money  in 
the  hands  of  an  agent  in  Sydney  for  the  purpose 
of  purchasing  land  in  New  Zealand,  and  an  agent 
in  New  Zealand  bought  land,  not  only  for  Captain 
Beadon,  but  for  several  other  persons  as  well  in  one 
transaction.  One  hundred  and  sixty-eight  thou- 
sand acres  were  purchased  from  the  Nutives  in 
1839,  and  the  payment  made  consisted  of  goods 
to  the  value  of  £385.  In  the  next  place,  the  pre- 
amble stated  that  the  claim  of  Captain  Beadon 
was  recognized  by  tlie  lawful  autliorities.  It  never 
was  recognized  by  the  authorities.  It  was  simply 
heard  by  the  Courts,  along  with  a  number  of 
other  claims.  As  the  honorable  gentleman  who 
moved  the  second  reading  had  observed,  this  was 
a  peculiar  case.  As  to  referring  it  to  an  indepen- 
dent tribunal,  the  Committee  of  that  House  by 
which  it  Imd  already  been  considered  was  a  per- 
fectly independent  tribunal,  and  it  had  on  every 
occasion  decided  that  Captain  Beadon  had  no 
claim  whatever  against  the  colony.  He  would 
read  the  concluding  words  of  a  report  on  the  sub- 
ject by  the  Public  Petitions  Conmiittee  in  1875. 
i'liey  were  as  follow : — 

"  The  Committee,  having  coubidered  the  case 
of  the  petitioner,  have  directed  me  to  report  tliat, 
though  it  appears  he  has  a  claim  against  his 
agents  for  neglecting  bis  interests,  lie  has  not 
est4ibli!ihed  any  claim  for  compensation  against 
the  colony.  The  Comn»ittee,  therefore,  cannot 
recommend  his  ca?e  to  the  favourable  considei-a- 
tion  of  the  House." 

A  similar  report  was  made  by  the  Committee 
in  1872,  and  also  in  1877.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, he  thought  the  time  of  the  House  should 
not  be  taken  up  by  further  discussing  this  case. 
If  it  had  not  been  for  the  lateness  of  the  hour, 
and  for  the  fact  thnt  members  were  anxious  to  dis- 
pose of  private  business,  he  could  have  gone  more 
fully  into  the  subject;  but  he  would  now  content 
himself  with  moving  that  the  Bill  bo  read  a 
second  time  that  day  three  months. 

Debate  adjourned. 
Major  Atkinaan 


PROTECTION  OF  ANIMALS  BILL. 

This  Bill  was  considered  in  Committee. 

Clause  2. — Penalties. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR  moved,  as  an  amendment. 
That  the  words  "of  section  sixteen"  and  th« 
word  "  penalty  **  be  struck  out,  with  a  view  to 
inserting  the  word  "  penalties." 

Question  put,  "That  the  words  *of  section 
sixteen  '  stand  part  of  the  clause  ; "  upon  which 
a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  following  re- 
sult : — 


Ayes         

20 

Noes          

12 

Majority  for 

8 

Ayes. 

Mr.  Andrews, 

Mr.  Saunders, 

Major  Atkinson, 

Mr.  Shanks, 

Mr.  Bain, 

Mr.  Shephard, 

Mr.  Bo'^en, 

Mr.  Sutton, 

Mr.  Hall, 

Mr.  Swanson, 

Mr.  W.J.  Hurst, 

Colonel  Trimble, 

Mr.  Ireland, 

Mr.  Wright. 

Mr.  McLean, 

Mr.  Pitt, 

Tellers. 

Mr.  l^id. 

Mr.  Murray, 

Mr.  Eolleston, 

Mr.  Whitaker. 

Noes. 

Mr.  Barron, 

Mr.  Speight, 

Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher, 

Mr.  Stevens, 

Mr.  George, 

Mr.  Turn  bull. 

Major  Harris, 

Mr.  Hutchison, 

Tell^s. 

Mr.  Lundon, 

Mr.  Do  Lantour, 

Mr.  Scddon, 

Mr.  Uislop. 

The  amendment  was  consequently  negatived. 
V>\\  reported  without  amendment. 

ABOLITION  OF  IMPRISOXMli:NT  FOR 

DEBT  BILL. 
This  Bill  was  considered  in  Committee. 
Clause  2. 

Mr.  MURRAY  moved.  That  progress  be  re- 
ported, and  leave  asked  to  sit  again. 

Question  put,  "  That  I  do  report  progress,  and 
ask  leave  to  sit  again ;"  upon  wljich  a  division 
was  called  for,  with  the  following  result :  — 

Ayes         22 

Noes         15 


Majority  for 


Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Bain, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  H.  Hirst, 
Mr.  Uislop, 
Mr.  W.  J.  Hurst, 
Mr.  Ireland, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Pitt, 
Mr.  Rollcston, 
Mr.  Saunders, 


Ayes. 

■  Mr.  Shanks, 

Mr.  Shephard, 
I  Mr.  Stevens, 
I  Mr.  Sutton, 
I  Colonel  Trimble, 

Mr.  Wakefield, 
!  Mr.  Whitaker, 
,  Mr.  Wright. 

[  TellerM. 

!\rr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Murray. 
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Noes. 


Mr.  Barron, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher, 
Mr.  George, 
Major  Harris, 
Mr.  Lundon, 
Mr.  Moss, 
Mr.  Reeves, 


I  Mr.Reid, 

Mr.  Seddon, 
I  Mr.  Speight, 
i  Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  TumbuU. 
Tellers. 
]  Mr.  Andrews, 
I  Mr.  Hutchison. 


The  amendment  was  consequently  agreed  to, 
and  progress  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit 
again. 

The  House  adjourned  at  fifteen  minutes  past 
two  o'clock  a.ni. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Thursday y  20ih  November,  1879. 

First  ReadiofS — Appeala  afainst  Valuations— Local  Bills 
— ChriBtchurch  DriU-shed  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 
Pbayebs. 

FIKST  READINGS. 
District  Courts  Bill,  Timaru  Waterworks  Bill, 
Protection  of  Animals  Bill,  Hamiltoy  Volunteer 
Hall  Site  Bill,  Miners'  Rights  Fees  Reduction 
Bill. 

APPEALS  AGAINST  VALUATIONS. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE,  in  moving 
the  motion  standing  in  his  name,  said  that,  in 
face  of  the  large  increase  of  direct  taxation  which 
was  like!  J  short  I j  to  be  imposed  upon  the  com- 
munity, it  would,  he  thought,  be  patent  to  honor- 
able members  that  this  was  a  matter  of  great  im- 
portance, and  that  the  Courts  of  Appeal,  in  whose 
hands  at  the  present  time  practically  rented  the 
power  of  deciding  the  valuation  of  property, 
should  possess  in  all  respects  the  entire  confi- 
dence of  the  community.  It  would  not,  he 
thought,  be  stated  that  the  Courts  of  Appeal,  as 
at  present  eonstitutetl,  did  possess  that  confidence. 
Some  of  the  decisions  of  the  Courts  of  Appeal 
during  the  la«t  few  months  had  been  the  subject 
of  very  considerable  comment,  and  the  impression 
on  the  public  mind  was  that  some  alteration  in 
the  tribunal  was  requisite.  Honorable  members 
must  have  many  of  these  recent  decisions  in  their 
mind's  eye,  and  without  any  special  reference  to 
them  they  would  be  able  to  call  to  remembrance 
many  ca^es  in  which,  possibly  through  wsnt  of 
knowledge  on  the  part  of  the  tribunal  to  which 
was  referred  the  decision  of  these  cases — probably 
owing  to  the  imperfect  organization  of  those  tri- 
bunals—  ft  decided  injustice  was  accomplished. 
He  might  be  allowed  to  refer  to  one  case,  which 
seemed  to  him  strikingly  to  exemplify  the  defective 
nature  of  these  Courts  as  at  present  constituted. 
Most  honorable  members  who  had  been  in  the 
habit  of  sailing  along  the  coast  must  know  a  little 
island  called  Mana.  It  was  an  island  without 
many  recommendations,  situated  on  one  of  the 
mo0t  exposed  parts  of  the  coMt  of  New  Zealand, 


and  having  comparatively  very  little  value  at- 
tached to  it ;  but  that  island  was  assessed  at  £7 
per  acre.  The  owner  or  occupier  of  the  land 
appealed  against  the  assessment.  The  valuation 
was  so  utterly  absurd  that  there  was  scarcely  a 
person  who  did  not  believe  that  an  appeal  would 
be  sustained ;  but,  to  the  astonishment  of  every 
person,  the  valuation  was  confirmed.  Now,  as  re- 
garded that  particular  island,  ho  had  the  statement 
from  a  gentleman  well  known  to  honorable  mem- 
bers, who  was  in  the  habit  of  sailing  along  the 
coast  continually,  that  he  had  been  for  a  length 
of  time  in  search  qf  some  island  which  he  could 
buy  and  have  as  his  own ;  that  he  had  cast  his 
eye  more  than  once  on  this  island,  and  he  would 
be  glad  to  buy  it ;  but  that  he  should  hesitate  to 
give  even  as  much  as' 308.  an  acre  for  it :  and  yet 
in  the  face  of  that  fact  the  assessment  was  £7  an 
acre.  It  was  obvious  that  the  assessment  was 
not  an  assessment  of  id.  in  the  pound,  but  of  2d. 
in  the  pound :  and  that^was  the  smallest  matter 
connected  with  the  subject.  The  more  important 
matter  was,  that  a  person  could  not  help  feel- 
ing a  rankling  sen«e  of  injustice,  and  his  confi- 
dence in  the  equity  of  tho  law  of  the  land  would 
be  aff*ected.  Owing  to  various  circumstances, 
the  valuations  in  difierent  parts  of  the  colony 
had  been  adopted  upon  different  principles.  •  In 
some  places  he  believed  that  they  had  been  very 
fairly  imposed ;  in  other  places  the  pubUc  had 
arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  they  were  very 
unfairly  imposed  ;  and  there  was  scarcely  an  in- 
habitant of  Wellington  who  did  not  feel  that  he 
had  been  called  upon  to  pay  from  50  to  100  per 
cent,  more  than  he  should  have  paid.  It  was  a 
matter  of  the  highest  importance,  when  they  had 
direct  taxation,  that  the  administration  of  the 
law  should  be  as  just  and  as  equitable  as  the  law 
upon  which  the  tax  itself  was  based.  Many  laws 
failed  through  administration,  and  were  exposed 
to  odium,  not  upon  the  merits  of  the  measures, 
but  from  the  way  in  which  they  were  adminis- 
tered. It  appeared  clear  to  him  that  the  taxes  to 
which  they  were  liable  to  be  exposed,  and  from 
which  none  of  them  could  ever  expect  to  be  free, 
should  not  be  regarded  as  instances  of  aggression 
and  as  unequal  in  their  operation.  It  was  a 
matter  of  the  highest  importance  that  the  laws 
should  be  administered  upon  principles  of  reason 
and  equity.  Various  methods  had  been  proposed 
in  various  countries  for  the  attainment  of  this 
end.  He  believed  that  in  the  States  of  America 
a  variety  of  plans  had  been  adopted.  In  the 
State  of  California,  he  found,  on  looking  through 
tho  Constitution  recently  passed  there,  that  the 
principle  had  been  adopted  of  Courts  of  Revision 
being  elected  by  tho  ratepayers  biennially,  after 
the  State  elections,  and  their  special  duty  was 
to  provide  for  the  equality  of  the  assessments 
throughout  the  State,  to  that  every  person  might 
be  taxed  at  an  equal  rate.  He  did  not  know  how 
far  public  opinion  would  be  prepared  to  sanction 
the  adoption  of  such  a  tribunal  in  this  colony, 
and  there  were,  he  was  free  to  confess,  great  diffi- 
culties in  the  way  of  the  adoption  of  any  such 
tribunal,  so  constituted,  in  this  colony.  But  it 
appeared  to  him  that  they  might  with  very  great 
advantage  adopt  in  the  valuation  of  propartj  a 
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somewhat  Bimilar  principle  to  that  followed  in 
the  Customs.  The  owner  of  goods  declared  his 
own  valuation,  and,  if  the  Customs  authorities 
were  dissatisfied  with  that  Taluation,  then  thej 
retained  the  right  of  taking  over  the  goods — and 
they  not  unfrequsnllj  exercised  the  right  of  taking 
them  over — at  an  advance  of  10  per  cent,  on  the 
declared  value.  It  appeared  to  him  that,  if  thej 
adopted  that  principle  with  reference  to  property, 
the  effect  would  be  that  persons  would  value  their 
properties  at  such  a  rate  as  that  at  which  they 
would  de»ire  to  retain  them,  so  as  to  secure 
their  not  passing  into  the  hands  of  the  State. 
If,  however,  it  was  thought  by  the  authorities 
that  the  properties  had  been  mucli  undervalued 
for  the  sake  of  escaping  payment  of  the  proper 
amount  of  tax,  then  the  State  would  take  the 
properties  and  sell  them  forthwith.  One  or  two 
cases  of  that  kind  would  effectually  prevent 
undervaluations  of  property.  It  appeared  to  him 
that  there  were  two  courses  open — either  that 
persons  should  value  their  own  property,  the 
State  reserving  the  penal  power  of  taking  over 
the  property  at  an  advance  of  10  per  cent. ;  or  the 
valuation  might  be  left  to  the  State  itself,  the 
owner  to  have  the  option  of  disposing  of  it  to  the 
State  at  a  reduction  of  10  per  cent,  on  its  valua- 
tion, thus  retaining  a  suflScient  margin  to  cover 
possible  fluctuations  of  value,  in  accordance  witli 
the  principles  of  the  Rating  Act,  which,  as  honor- 
able memoers  were  aware,  provided  for  a  margin 
of  10 percent,  upon  the  value  of  properties  rated. 
He  introduced  this  subject  for  the  purpose  of 
ventilating  it,  for  he  regarded  it  as  a  very  impor- 
tant question  indeed.  If  there  was  not  equality 
in  the  administration  of  direct  taxation,  the  bur- 
den would  fall  very  unequally  on  individuals, 
and  great  practical  injustice  would  be  wrought ; 
while  at  the  same  time  the  dissatisfaction  with 
their  legislation  would  become  intense.  He  be- 
lieved there  was  no  effectual  remedy  against  the 
abuses  of  the  old  valuation  except  that  which  he 
had  suggested — namely,  either  that  the  owner 
should  value  his  property,  or  that  the  State  itself 
should  do  it,  it  being  open  to  either  party  to 
retain  or  take  it  at  an  advance  or  reduction  of  10 
per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  the  valuation.  He 
moved  the  motion  standing  in  his  name  with  a 
view  to  calling  the  attention  of  honorable  mem- 
bers, and  likewise  of  the  Government,  to  what 
he  considered  a  most  objectionable  system. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES  saic^  that  in  seconding 
the  motion  of  bis  honorable  friend  he  merely 
confirmed  what  that  gentleman  said  as  to  the 
dissatisfaction  of  the  public  at  the  valuations 
which  had  been  made  under  the  Land-Tax  Act. 
His  own  experience  of  the  Courts  was  very  un- 
favourable, because,  owing  to  the  small  amount 
of  remuneration  given  to  those  parties  who  were 
to  make  the  valuation,  suitable  valuators  could 
not  be  obtained.  In  one  instance  an  Inspector 
of  Nuisances  was  asked  to  value  a  township,  and 
he  declined  on  the  ground  that  the  remuneration 
was  not  suiEcient.  Some  of  the  most  important 
agricultural  districts  in  the  colony,  where  the 
greatest  discrimination  was  necessary,  were  valued 
by  parties  who  knew  little  or  nothing  of  land  or 
agricultural  pursuits,  and  had  never  been  used  to 
iTofft.  Mr,  WaUrkauis 


them.  He  would  give  an  instance.  One  estate 
was  valued  at  £12  10s.  an  acre  all  over.  Another 
estate,  side  by  side,  certainly  not  better,  and  he 
questioned  if  as  good,  waa  valued  at  £22  an  acre ; 
and,  when  a  protest  was  lodged  against  it,  it  was 
left  to  the  Government  valuator,  who  fixed 
the  value  at  £16  per  acre,  thus  making  a  differ- 
ence in  the  value  of  some  £25,000  on  one  pro- 
perty. He  knew  of  another  case  where,  when  an 
appeal  was  made,  there  was  a  reduction  allowed 
of  £100,000  on  the  property  of  one  individual. 
The  cause  of  all  this  was  the  utter  incapacity  of 
the  valuators  to  deal  with  the  question  in  some 
cases,  and  in  others  the  time  given  to  the  valua- 
tors was  not  sufficient  to  enable  them  to  make  a 
personal  inspection  of  the  property,  and  he  be- 
lieved that  many  valuations  were  made  without 
the  valuators  ever  seeing  the  property  at  all.  It 
was  within  his  knowledge  that  many  properties  of 
ordinary  value,  where  great  discrepanaes  could 
not  be  expected  to  take  place  (as  in  the  case  of 
high-priced  properties),  were  valued  at  double  or 
treble  the  price  they  would  realize  in  the  open 
market  at  the  time  the  valuation  was  made. 
Then,  again,  as  to  the  valuation  of  improvements. 
They  had  no  doubt  heard  of  a  notable  case  which 
had  been  referred  to  in  public,  where  a  large 
value  was  placed  upon  the  improvements,  which 
valuation  a  person  in  the  confidence  of  the  Qo- 
vernment  declared  recently  to  be  three  times  the 
value  of  the  improvements.  Another  objection- 
able feature  was  in  connection  vrith  the  appeals 
to  the  Kesident  Magistrate.  Unfortunately,  in 
many  oases  the  Eesident  Magistrate  was  as  igno- 
rant of  the  value  of  land  as  the  valuator,  and  so 
the  result  was  that,  as  there  was  no  appeal  from 
that  Court,  the  Resident  Magistrate  merely  took 
the  opinions  of  the  valuer  and  the  representative 
of  the  Government,  and  fixed  the  valuation  ac- 
cording to  the  data  he  had  before  him,  and  the 
appeals  were  in  very  few  cases  in  favour  of  the 
parlies  who  appealed.  In  most  cases  the  high 
rates  of  valuation  were  maintained.  The  result 
of  all  this  was,  that  a  feeling  had  grown  up 
throughout  the  country  that  great  injustice  had 
been  done,  and  that  people  had  been  called  on  to 
pay  a  great  deal  more  than  they  would  have  paid 
if  care  had  been  taken  in  making  the  valuation, 
or  a  proper  system  of  appeal  had  been  adopted. 
It  was  not  necessary  for  him  to  go  any  further 
into  the  matter.  He  had  only  expressed  the 
opinion  that  a  great  many  persons  who  held  pro- 
perty in  the  southern  part  of  the  country  believed 
that  the  system  followed  out  last  year  was  very 
defective,  and  that  something  should  be  done  in 
the  future  to  remedy  it.  Perhaps  it  would  be 
better  if  expert*  were  employed  who  poBseesed 
not  only  the  confidence  of  the  Gt)vemment,  but 
of  the  people. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "That, 
in  the  opinion  of  this  Council,  in  face  of  the  large 
increase  of  direct  taxation  which  is  likely  to  occur, 
it  is  important  that  other  means  of  appeal  against 
excessive  valuations  of  property  than  those  at 
present  existing  should  be  provided."  —  {Hon. 
Mr,  WcUerhouse.) 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  said  the 
question  was  no  doubt  one  of  Urge  importance : 
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and  he  wished  particularly  to  draw  attention  to 
the  necessity  which  existed  for  reconsidering  the 
total  Ttlue  of  landed  property  as  declared  bj  the 
land-tax  returns,  and  as  was  apparently  relied 
upon  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer  in  the  Financial 
Statement  now  before  the  country.  The  Trea- 
surer referred  to  yaluations  which  had  been  made 
under  the  Lund -Tax  Act  as  reaching  between 
£99,000,000  and  £100,000,000;  and,  upon  the 
assumption  of  the  correctness  of  that  estimate,  he 
expected  to  receive  a  certain  amount  in  the  shape 
of  a  property-tax.  But  it  would  be  necessary  to 
reconsider  that  point.  If  any  system  were  esta- 
blished for  reyismg  in  a  fair  way  the  Taluations 
which  had  been  made  under  that  Act,  the  Go- 
vernment would  find,  when  the  Property-Tax  Act 
came  into  operation,  that  the  value  of  land  had 
been  very  much  overrated;  and  certainly  there 
should  be  such  a  revision,  or  some  system  adopted 
by  which  the  safeguards  referred  to  by  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Waterhouse  would  be  secured.  As  to  the 
land-tax  officers,  he  thought  it  was  due  to  them 
to  say  that  a  task  had  been  imposed  upon 
them  which  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  fulfil. 
They  had  to  do  the  work  within  a  time  and 
under  circumstance's  which  made  it  impoesiblc 
for  it  to  be  properly  done.  And  he  could  bear 
testimony,  so  far  as  related  not  only  to  the 
Chief  Land-Tax  Commissioner,  but  also  to  the 
officers  under  him  in  the  provincial  district  from 
which  he  (Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell)  came,  that  it 
would  be  impossible  to  exaggerate  the  pains 
and  care  that  they  took,  or  their  earnest  desire 
to  meet  the  claims  of  those  upon  whom  the  tax. 
was  to  fall,  in  so  far  as  the  law  allowed  them  to 
do  it.  He  agreed  with  his  honorable  friend  as  to 
the  errors  in  the  valuation.  He  might  say  that 
in  one  property,  where  the  valuation  was  given 
at  £140,000,  the  attention  of  the  land-tax  officers 
had  been  called  to  errors  made,  and  an  amount 
of  clo*e  upon  £13,000  was  remitted  by  the  de- 
partment ;  but  when  the  land-tax  notice  was 
served  the  full  sum  was  charged  for.  In  the  case 
of  another  property,  which  was  valued  at  some- 
thing between  £40,000  and  £50,000,  there  had 
also  been  errors.  But  this  could  hardly  be 
avoided,  because  valuations  were  made  in  a  reck- 
less way  by  people  wholly  incompetent  for  the 
work  they  had  to  perform,  and,  if  their  valua- 
tions were  to  be  tested  by  anything  like  fair 
inquiry,  the  total  amount  would  be  found  to  be 
greatly  exaggerated.  In  the  same  return,  another 
property  of  about  £5,000  in  value  was  debited  to 
the  wrong  owner.  He  mentioned  these  instances 
to  show  that,  notwithstanding  the  care,  atten- 
tion, and  courtesy  on  the  part  of  the  officers  of 
the  department,  errors  had  crept  in  wliich  it  was 
necessary  should  be  corrected  ;  and  he  called  the 
attention  of  the  Government  to  the  matter  be- 
cause he  was  sure  that  the  valuation  which  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  relied  on,  to  the  extent  of 
ninety-nine  or  one  hundred  millions,  would  be 
found  to  include  a  good  deal  which  would  not 
come  under  the  operation  of  the  property-tax  at 
all,  as  described  in  the  Financial  Statement. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASER  thought  a  great 
d^l  of  difficulty  had  arisen  owing  to  the  Govern- 
ment having  employed  the  municipal  assMsors  to 
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make  valuations  under  the  Land  Tax-Act,  who 
did  not  know  their  duties.  In  some  cases  they 
actually  made  valuations  under  the  Land-Tax 
Act  which  were  20  per  cent,  in  excess  of  the 
valuation  they  made  as  municipal  assessors  in 
respect  of  identical  properties.  Perhaps  these 
gentlemen  thought  they  were  going  to  be  paid 
commission  on  the  amount  of  the  assessments. 
So  far  as  he  was  concerned,  he  had  not  appealed ; 
he  put  up  with  his  valuation  rather  than  appeal ; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  some  persons  had  appealed, 
and  had  had  large  amounts  struck  off.  He  hoped 
the  Government  would  not  employ  municipal  as- 
sessors again. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  said  the 
honorable  gentleman  who  had  introduced  the 
motion  had  pointed  out  a  matter  to  which  the 
Qt)verument  must  give  attention  if  the  large 
measure  of  taxation  proposed  was  to  be  carried 
into  effect.  They  would  have  this  advantage: 
that  they  would  be  able  to  learn  from  the  mis- 
takes and  the  experience  of  their  predecessors, 
and  they  would  not  have  to  commence  an  entirely 
new  syst-em  without  any  data  to  work  upon.  A 
great  deal  of  the  outcry  against  the  valuations 
had  been  made  either  in  a  wrong  direction,  or 
else  entirely  without  foundation.  The  complaint 
that  the  valuators  had  not  at  all  times  been  the 
most  capable  men  was  no  doubt  well  grounded. 
He  admitted  that  some  of  the  valuators  were  not 
persons  who,  if  the  Government  had  had  a  choice 
in  the  matter,  would  have  been  employed.  But 
the  principle  necessarily  acted  upon  was  that  of 
local  tender,  the  best  men  being  chosen  of  those 
who  tendered  for  the  work.  There  was  not  a 
very  large  choice,  and,  in  fact,  the  only  course 
in  some  oases  was  to  take  those  persons  who 
had  offered  to  do  the  work,  or  to  take  no  one, 
because  so  many  qualified  persons  seemed  to 
be  afraid  to  undertake  the  work.  That  objec- 
tion would  be  got  rid  of  hereafter:  in  future 
there  would  be  plenty  of  competent  men  to  un- 
dertake the  work.  And  that  led  him  to  the  point 
alluded  to  by  the  Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell  j  and, 
like  his  honorable  friend,  he  wished  to  baip  his 
testimony  to  the  work  of  the  department.  Then, 
as  to  the  Appeal  Courts,  a  more  impartial  and 
respectable  Court  than  the  Resident  Magistrate's 
Court  it  would  be  difficult  to  find,  unless  the 
appeal  was  to  be  made  to  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  or  to  a  special  judicial  body  created  for 
the  purpose.  He  did  not  believe  in  a  Court 
constituted  of  experts,  because  it  could  not  be 
denied  that  those  persons  would  have  their  pre- 
judices and  crotchets.  He  thought  it  was  much 
better  to  have  a  person  of  a  judicial  mind, 
capable  of  judging  of  the  weight  of  evidence, 
and  able  to  form  his  opinion  whether  or  not  a 
valuation  ought  to  be  supported,  solely  from  the 
evidence  brought  before  him.  For  that  reason 
he  thought  the  objection  taken  to  the  Resident 
Magistrate's  Court  as  a  Court  of  Appeal  was  not 
tenable,  unless  it  were  proposed  to  go  to  the  ex- 
pense of  a  higher  Court  for  the  purpose.  In  no 
case  did  he  think  the  Court  should  consist  of 
persons  who  were  themselves  in  the  business  of 
raluing  land.  The  proposal  which  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Waterhouse  had  just  made  had  been  tried,  an4 
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he  belieyed  deliberately  abandoned,  in  most  of 
the  States  of  America  —  that  was,  the  plan 
under  which  the  GoTemment  or  any  private 
person  might  take  possession  of  a  property  at 
10  per  cent,  above  the  valuation  of  the  owner. 
He  did  not  know  what  objections  were  found  to 
the  system  in  America,  but  he  thouf^ht  he  could 
see  practical  difficulties  which  would  operate  in 
this  colony  against  any  measure  of  the  sort  being 
adopted.  If  any  considerable  number  of  persons 
were  supposed  to  have  undervalued  their  proper- 
ties, and  the  Government  were  desirous  of  resum- 
ing possession,  under  such  a  system  the  Govern- 
ment would  not  be  able  in  many  instances  to 
provide  the  large  sum  of  money  which  would  be 
required.  Then,  again,  in  times  like  the  present, 
persons  who  had  property  valued  at  £50  or  £100 
would  willingly  take  off  10  per  cent,  in  order  to 
gjet  rid  of  the  property  for  cash.  Money  in  these 
times  was  valuable,  and  persons  would  be  quite 
prepared  to  sacrifice  something  from  the  nominal 
value  in  order  to  obtain  the  use  of  cash.    They 


each  section  had  a  value :  but  it  was  of  no  value 
to  let  whatever.  It  was  worth  nothing  at  all  at 
the  present  time  to  let ;  but  nevertheless  it  was 
of  value,  and  lately  had  risen  and  risen  in  valoe 
until  at  last  what  was  formerly  worth  £100  vas 
now  worth  several  hundreds  of  pounds :  but  so 
town  assessor  thought  of  putting  the  land  down  at 
anything  like  its  actual  selling  value.  Honorable 
gentlemen  had  cited  several  instances,  but  it  was 
worthy  of  remark  that  they  were  all  instances  of 
persons  who  held  very  large  properties.  For  in- 
stance, one  gentleman  had  had  £100,000  taken 
off  the  valuation,  another  £140,000,  another 
£50,000  or  £60,000.  Well,  in  the  case  of  thew 
large  properties  there  might  have  been  some  dis* 
tatisfciction  felt ;  but  his  experience  had  shown 
him  that  these  large  properties,  as  compared 
with  the  small  ones,  had  been  lightly  treated. 
The  very  instance  given  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Wate^ 
house,  of  the  Island  of  Mana,  was  a  case  in  point. 
It  had  been  said  that  this  island  was  but  four 
hundred  acres  in  extent,  and  that  it  was  valued 


might  even  go  further,  and  bring  pressure  to  bear  |  at   £7  per  acre.    He   (Colonel  Wbitmore)  ven- 


upon  the  Government  to  purchase  their  property 
Anything  of  that  sort  was  very  undesirable.  There 
were  quite  enougli  means  already  of  putting  pres- 
sure upon  the  Government  of  the  day  without 
adding  to  them.  It  might  be  desirable  t-o  allow 
any  private  person  to  take  lands  at  a  price  ex- 
ceeding by  10  per  cent,  the  valuation  put  upon 
them  by  the  owners  ;  but  he  did  not  think  it  was 
desirable  that  the  Government  should  have  any- 
thing to  do  with  such  transactions.  There  could 
be  no  doubt  that  a  great  many  of  the  objections 
to  the  valuation  arose  from  the  fact  that  this  was 
the  first  time  a  land-tax  had  been  imposed  in  this 
colony.  That  there  would  be  a  great  many  objec- 
tions it  was  reasonable  to  anticipate,  because  it 
vras  certain  to  occur.  Even  in  Victoria,  where 
the  land-tax  had  been  in  operation  for  some  two 
or  three  years,  they  would  find  that  very  lately 
there  had  been  a  large  number  of  appeals ;  but  what 
he  had  remarked  in  New  Zealana  vras  this  :  that 
the  appeals  did  not  come  so  much  from  the  coun- 
try as  from  the  towns,  and  he  was  bound  to  say 
the  town  appeals  savoured  very  much  of  "  trying 
it  on,'*  because  as  soon  as  one  case  was  settled 
in  Court  against  the  appellant  a  large  number  of 

g arsons  immediately  withdrew  their  appeals.  The 
on.  Captain  Fraser  had  alluded  to  the  discre- 
pancies in  the  assessments  for  municipal  purposes 
and  the  assessments  for  the  land-tax,  and  had 
spoken  rather  slightingly  of  the  municipal  asses- 
sors ;  but  that  discrepancy  was  easily  explained, 
because,  first  of  all,  the  assessments  were  not  con- 
structed on  the  same  basis,  the  one  being  based 
on  the  actual  annual  value,  and  the  other  on  the 
actual  selling  value.  That  made  a  great  difference 
in  the  first  instance ;  and  then  there  was  this 
further  point :  It  might  be  easily  proved  that 
lands — especially  at  the  present  time — might  have 
a  considerable  capital  value,  but  be  almost  worth- 
less so  far  as  the  letting  value  was  concerned, 
because  so  much  land  was  held  for  speculative 
purposes.    There  was  an  instance  of  that  in  the 


tured  to  say  that  the  property  of  the  person 
who  had  £100,000  taken  off  his  valuation  W8« 
not  valued  at  £7  per  acre.  It  would  be  found 
;  that  the  small  properties  had  had  to  pay  the 
'  largest  sums,  and  that  two-thirds  had  been  paid 
I  by  the  smaller  ones.  Then  the  Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon 
Bell  hoped  the  Government  would  not  be  carried 
away  by  the  statement  that  there  was  nroper^ 
in  the  country  worth  ninety-nine  or  a  hundred 
millions ;  but  he  (Colonel  Wbitmore)  beUeved  that 
if  the  valuations  were  put  upon  a  satisfactory 
and  uniform  basis  throughout  the  colony  it  would 
!  be  found  tliat  the  estimate  would  be  amply  sus- 
tained. The  great  improvement  that  was  required 
'  in  connection  with  the  Land-Tax  Department  wu 
I  to  have  persons  appointed  valuators  who  had  a 
j  more  extended  knowledge  of  the  country,  so  that 
I  the  whole  of  New  Zealand  should  be  valued  on 
something  like  a  uniform  principle.  Let  anj 
gentleman  compare  the  valuations  in  the  Pro- 
vincial District  of  Auckland  with  these  in  the 
smaller  District  of  Hawke's  Bay^  which  adjoined, 
and  he  would  find  that  there  was  an  enonnoos 
difference  in  the  mode  of  valuing  land  in  the  two 
provincial  district-s.  He  was  not  at  all  sure  that 
local  valuers  were  the  right  persons  to  value  pro- 
perty. Indeed,  he  thought  it  would  be  much 
much  better  if  another  principle  were  followed, 
because  then  it  might  result  that  all  valuers 
would  make  use  of  the  same  scale,  and  that  the 
valuations  in  one  part  of  the  colony  would  bear 
a  reasonable  proportion  to  the  valuations  in 
another  part.  If  in  some  parts  of  New  Zealand 
the  valuations  were  high,  it  was  within  his  own 
knowledge  that  in  other  parts  they  were  scan- 
dalously low.  However,  he  ventured  to  express 
the  hope  that  it  would  not  be  found  necessary, 
when  the  question  came  to  the  point,  to  put  on 
this  large  measure  of  taxation  at  all.  He  be- 
lieved there  was  a  proposal  by  which  the  whole 
of  the  present  deficit  should  be  provided  for  in 
the  same  way  as  the  deficit  in  the  Land  Fund 


district  in  which  he  lived,  where  there  was  a  large  ,  was  provided  for  in  1876 — that  was,  to  pay  it  off 

swamp,  or  piece  of  ground  which  was  absolutely    by  Treasury  bills.      If  that  were  done  they  could 

under  water.    It  was  theoretically  supposed  that  |  begin  fair,  and  there  would  then  be  no  necessity 

Mon,  Colonel  WkUmort 
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for  finding  a  moral  to  adorn  a  tale,  or  to  cru^h 
New  Zealand  bj  an  exorbitant  amount  of  taxa- 
tion in  order  to  throw  a  little  blame  upon  the 
Government  which  preceded  the  present  one  in 
office.     He  thought  this 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  rose  to  a  point  of 
order,  and  asked  wliether  the  honorable  gentle- 
man was  keeping  within  the  bounds  of  the  ques- 
tion. He  failed  to  see  that  his  present  remarks 
had  any  relevancy  to  the  question  before  the 
Council,  but  they  would  lead  to  an  irregular 
financial  debate  which  was  scarcely  desirable. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  thought  the  honor- 
able gentleman  was  travelling  a  little  beyond  the 
proper  limits. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  was  sorry  if 
he  had  transgressed  the  rule.  He  had  to  bear 
the  brunt  of  certain  opinions  expressed  by  many 
honorable  gentlemen  against  the  previous  Govern- 
ment, and  he  thought  he  was  only  strictly  follow- 
ing the  lines  laid  down  by  the  Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon 
Bell  in  bis  speech.  That  honorable  gentleman 
was  allowed  to  say  he  hoped  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer would  not  take  the  result  of  the  land-tax 
valuations  as  a  guide,  because  if  he  did  he  would 
find  that  they  were  fallacious;  and  all  that  he 
(Colonel  Whitmore)  had  been  doing  was  to  point 
out  that  the  land-tax  returns,  if  not  absolutely 
correct,  were  substantially  correct,  and  that  the 
amount  might  be  expected  to  be  increased  under 
a  fair  system  of  valuation.  Then  he  was  going 
on  to  express  the  hope  that  the  additional  taxa- 
tion would  not  be  required,  which  the  honorable 
gentleman  eaid  would  be  permanent.  However, 
^  he  offended  the  tender  susceptibilities  of  the 
honorable  gentleman,  he  would  not  continue  that 
line  of  quan  defence;  but  still  he  did  venture 
to  hope  that  it  would  not  be  found  necessary 
to  impose  so  large  a  measure  of  additional  taxa- 
tion as  the  Colonial  Treasurer  had  proposed, 
nor  did  he  think  it  would  be  necessary.  He 
wished  to  enter  his  protest  against  any  pro- 
posal to  have  the  electoral  element  introduced 
into  the  Assessment  Courts.  The  experience 
of  America  had  been  altogether  against  that. 
He  had  had  many  opportunities  of  speaking  to 
Americans,  and  they  all  regarded  it  as  the  least 
defensible  part  of  the  American  system.  He 
did  not  think  the  present  Appeal  Courts  could 
bo  improved  upon  except  at  great  expense,  and 
any  alteration  must  take  the  form  either  of  refer- 
ring the  appeals  to  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  or  of  constituting  a  Court  specially  to 
deal  with  them.  Never,  he  hoped,  would  the 
principle  of  election  be  introduced.  If  they  were 
to  constitute  Courts  in  that  manner,  it  would 
lead  to  the  greatest  partiality,  not  to  say  cor- 
ruption. It  would  very  soon  be  found  who  voted 
for  a  particular  candidate,  and,  as  they  knew,  it 
constantly  happened  that  electoral  offices  were 
not  filled  by  the  best  men.  In  the  case  of  men 
of  an  inferior  character  obtaining  seats  in  the 
Court  it  would  be  very  soon  found  that  a  very 
different  treatment  would  be  given  bv  them  to 
the  appeals  of  their  supporters  and  the  appeals 
from  those  who  were  opposed  to  them.  So  far 
as  the  working  of  the  Land-Tax  Department  was 
concerned,  he  wished  to  bear  his  testimony  to 


the  painstaking,  intelligent,  and  courteous  work 
of  the  officer  who  was  at  tha  head  of  the  depart- 
ment, and,  so  far  as  he  had  heard  or  seen,  the 
junior  officers  were  exceedingly  zealous  and  able. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILLIAMSON  thought  the 
last  speaker  had  in  some  degree  misapprehended 
the  remarks  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse.  That 
honorable  gentleman  did  not  contend  that  the 
Government  should  be  forced  to  take  over  all 
properties  the  valuation  of  which  they  believed  to 
be  below  their  true  value.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man's remarks  were  to  this  effect :  that  the  Go- 
vernment should  have  the  option,  and  then  they 
would  only  take  the  properties  at  the  market 
price.  If  that  were  done  it  would  not  be  so  very 
inconvenient  for  the  Government  to  purchase 
property,  because  ihey  would  be  able  to  sell  again 
immediately.  Then  the  Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore 
went  on  to  say  that  the  whole  of  the  complaints 
in  respect  to  the  valuations  had  arisen  from  the 
holders  of  large  properties. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  denied  having 
said  that.  What  he  said  was,  that  there  were 
more  complaints  from  the  holders  of  large  pro- 
perties than  from  any  other  persons. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILLIAMSON  thought  it  was 
very  much  the  same  thing.  Although  honorable 
gentlemen  who  had  preceded  him  brought  for- 
ward cases  of  absunl  valuations  in  connection 
with  large  estates,  he  could  give  an  instance  him- 
self of  a  small  property.  He  knew  a  person  whose 
property  had  been  valued  at  either  £2,000  or 
£2,500,  he  was  not  sure  which ;  but,  to  show 
the  absurdity  of  the  valuation,  he  coiild  assure 
the  Council  that  that  person  offered  the  land  to 
the  Government  for  £700.  It  was  not  one  piece 
of  land,  but  a  number  of  small  allotments  situated 
in  different  parts  ;  and  the  whole  would  have  been 
sold  to  the  Government  for  the  sum  of  £700, 
although  the  extreme  valuation  of  £2,000  or 
£2,500  had  been  put  upon  it  by  the  valuer.  He 
thought,  if  the  plan  suggested  by  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Waterhouse  were  adopted,  it  would  prevent  the 
recurrence  of  such  absurd  valuations  as  that. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  said  his  honor- 
able friend  Colonel  Whitmore  had  entered  into 
a  defence  of  the  Land-Tax  Department,  on  the 
ground  that  the  department  was  not  to  blame 
in  reference  to  the  valuations,  good  and  bad, 
which  had  been  made  during  the  late  assess- 
ments. So  far  as  he  (Mr.  Whitaker)  had  been 
able  to  observe,  the  Land-Tax  Department  was 
not  carried  on  in  an  unsatisfactory  way.  Where 
the  Act  failed  was  in  there  not  having  been  suffi- 
cient time  given.  He  warned  the  Gk)vemment  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  on  several  occasions 
that  they  were  not  taking  sufficient  time  for  the 
purpose  of  doing  the  work.  He  knew  that  it 
was  utterly  impossible  for  the  work  to  be  done  in 
the  time  which  the  Government  proposed  to  take. 
No  doubt  it  was  something  new  —  the  Govern- 
ment had  no  precedents  to  guide  them  ;  but  it 
did  appear  to  him  (Mr.  Whitaker)  that  the  amount 
of  work  to  be  done  could  by  no  possibility  be 
done  within  the  time  limit<?d.  His  honorable 
and  gallant  friend  always  seemed  to  think  that 
nothing  could  be  done  except  for  the  pur- 
pose of  casting  blame  on  the  late  Gbvemment; 
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but  he  thought  it  would  be  buying  blame  at  a 
yery  large  price  if,  for  the  mere  sake  of  blaming 
the  late  Gorernment,  the  present  Goyernment 
thought  it  necessary  to  bring  in  another  Bill  to 
im]x>se  additional  taxation.  The  honorable  and 
gallant  gentleman  had  introduced  into  this  sub- 
ject matters  which  were  not  at  all  relevant  to 
the  motion  under  discussion.  It  appeared  to 
him  that  the  Hon.  Colonel  Wliitmore  had  got  so 
many  sore  places  that  no  one  could  move  without 
hurting  him.  The  real  question  which  was  intro- 
troduced  by  his  honorable  friend  Mr.  Waterhouse 
was  exceedingly  simple — whether  or  not  there 
were  proper  means  of  appeal.  Tliere  was  no 
donbt  that  the  great  difficulty  in  all  cases  of  this 
kind  was,  that  a  very  largo  amount  of  expense 
was  involved  on  the  one  hand,  while  on  the  other, 
if  they  did  not  incur  that  expense,  they  had  ait 
inefficient  means  of  dealing  with  the  matter.  It 
had  been  the  endeavour  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment, in  their  new  measure,  to  put  the  matter  on 
the  beit  footing  they  could  under  the  circum- 
stances. He  believed  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Legislature,  when  putting  on  taxes,  to  have  them 
collected  in  a  manner  most  convenient  and  least 
troublesome  to  the  people.  That  was  absolutely 
necessary  and  essential,  and  they  would  commit  a 
great  crime  if  they  did  not  do  that ;  and,  besides, 
it  would  bring  into  ill-repute  the  very  tax  tliey 
found  it  necessary  to  put  on  if  they  did  not  make 
its  collection  as  convenient  to  the  people  as  pos- 
sible. With  regard  to  this  tax  whicli  was  about 
to  be  put  on,  it  would  be  irrelevant  for  him  to 
explain  the  provisions  of  it  now  i  but  great  care 
had  been  taken  to  inquire  into  the  systems  in 
operation  at  Home  and  in  America,  with  a  view 
to  having  the  tax  put  on  as  conveniently  as  pos- 
sible, and  to  affording  the  best  means  of  ap- 
pealing. When  the  Bill  was  brought  down,  it 
would  be  time  enough  for  the  Council  to  judge 
whether  the  Government  had  been  successful  in 
attaining  those  objects.  The  plan  proposed  by 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse  of  adding  10  per  cent. 
to  the  valuation  of  the  individual  might  or  might 
not  be  a  good  plan.  He  was  aware  that  it  was 
done  with  regard  to  Customs  duties;  but  there 
were  difficulties  in  the  way  with  regard  to  the 
purchasing  of  real  properties.  However,  it  was 
a  matter  which  might  be  considered,  though  at 
present  he  saw  there  was  considerable  difficulty 
in  it.  With  regard  to  the  valuations  under  the 
Land-Tax  Act,  they  were  not  required  to  be 
made  by  the  person  to  be  tfixed  himself.  It  was 
quite  true  that  the  Government  had — he  be- 
lieved without  any  right  or  authority  whatever — 
called  upon  people  to  make  tlieir  valuations  and 
returns  of  improvements,  which  had  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  the  tax  they  had  to  mv. 
It  might  have  been  very  convenient  to  do  that, 
but  it  was  very  indiscreet.  In  putting  on  a  new 
tax  care  should  be  taken  not  to  create  trouble  or 
discontent.  In  his  own  case  the  valuator  came 
to  him  and  brought  him  a  pnper,  requesting  him  ^ 
to  fill  it  up,  which  he  declined  to  do.  He  said, 
No;  the  Act  enabled  the  valuator  to  put  any 
questions,  and  he  was  there  ready  to  answer 
them;  but  he  was  not  going  to  value  his  pro- 
perty, or  put  his  hand  to  the  paper.  It  was 
Eon.  Mr.  Whitaker 


for  the  valuator  to  make  this  valuation,  and  if 
he  (Mr.  Whitakor)  was  not  satisfied  he  would 
adopt  the  course  provided  by  the  Act,  and  appeal 
But  the  Act  did  not  require  that  he  should  put 
any  valuation  at  all  on  his  own  property,  and  be 
did  not  mean  to  do  it.  There  was  nothing  com- 
pulsory in  the  Act  to  that  effect.  There  was 
something  printed  at  the  top  of  the  paper  refer- 
ring to  clauses  which  imposed  certain  penalties ; 
but  anybody  looking  at  these  clauses  would  see 
that  they  did  not  apply  in  the  manner  indicated 
at  the  head  of  the  paper.  With  regard  to  a 
great  deal  of  the  work  of  the  department,  he  had 
no  fault  whatever  to  find.  So  far  as  valuations 
were  concerned,  he  appealed  in  one  case,  in  which 
he  had  been  taxed  for  property  which  he  had 
never  seen  or  heard  of.  They  exonerated  him  at 
onco  as  soon  as  he  explained  the  matter.  He  felt 
that  the  men  connected  with  the  department  had 
difficulties  to  contend  with  in  not  having  suffi- 
cient time  allowed  them  to  pei'form  their  duties. 
In  a  matter  of  this  kind  the  greatest  latitude  must 
be  given  as  regards  time ;  and  it  was  better  to 
take  sufficient  time  than  to  create  all  sorts  of  diffi- 
culties in  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the  Act 
before  a  proper  time  was  allowed  for  the  perfect- 
ing of  its  machinery.  An  honorable  gentleman 
who  had  previously  spoken  had  mistaken  the  func- 
tions of  the  Resident  Magistrates  and  the  Courts 
generally.  The  Court  was  not  supposed  to  know 
all  these  things  of  itself.  The  Kesident  Magis- 
trate was  not  supposed  to  know  the  value  of  the 
property,  or  even  to  know  the  property  itself; 
but  what  he  was  required  to  do  was  to  form  a 
judgment  on  the  evidence  brought  before  him. 
Of  course  it  was  the  duty  of  those  who  objected, 
and  the  duty  of  the  Government  who  sustained 
the  valuation,  to  place  proper  evidence  before  the 
Resident  Magistmte ;  and  all  he  had  to  do  was  to 
judge  on  the  evidence,  and  give  a  decision  accord- 
ingly for  one  side  or  the  other.  Resident  Magis- 
trates tried  questions  with  regard  to  ships  and 
every  description  of  properly,  but  nobody  sup- 
posed for  a  moment  that  they  knew  anything 
particularly  about  the  properly  with  which  they 
were  dealing  as  Judges.  As  regarded  the  pro- 
ceedings to  be  taken  under  this  new  Bill  which 
was  coming  in,  he  would  not  discuss  its  provisions 
now,  as  it  would  be  before  the  Council  in  a  few 
days  ;  it  would  then  be  competent  for  all  honor- 
able members  w!io  had  particular  views  on  the 
subject  to  express  their  opinions.  In  the  mean- 
time he  would  simply  say  that  it  was  the  earnest 
wish  of  the  Government  that  the  imjwsition  of 
the  tax  should  be  made  as  convenient  and  pleasant 
for  the  people  as  it  was  possible  to  make  a  heavy 
tax  of  that  description  pleasant.  He  assured  the 
Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore  that  the  Government  did 
not  wish  to  punish  the  people  and  themselves  by 
imposing  this  tax  merely  for  the  sake  of  casting 
blame  on  the  late  Government.  The  honorable 
and  gallant  gentleman  supposed  that  everything 
which  was  done  was  done  for  the  purpose  merely 
of  blaming  the  late  Government.  In  that  he  was 
mistaken.  He  (Mr.  Whitaker)  would  never  go 
out  of  his  way  for  the  purpose  of  blaming  the  late 
Government;  but  when  the  honorable  member 
brought  the  subject  under  discussion  he  would, 
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of  course,  take  his  part  in  it.  He  had  no  objec- 
tion to  tlie  motion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  G.  BUCKLEY  said  that  a  great 
deal  of  the  dissatisfaction  which  existed  in  the 
minds  of  the  public  in  regard  (o  the  valuations 
had,  there  could  be  no  doubt,  arisen  from  the  in- 
competency of  those  who  were  employed  to  Tahie 
property.  What  was  wanted  was  a  more  simple 
and  effectual  Court  of  Revidion,  wliicb  people 
could  attend  without  the  loss  of  tiu)e  wliich  was 
at  present  incurred.  With  regard  to  the  valua- 
tion under  the  Land-Tax  Act,  he  was  sure  that 
great  injustice  had  been  done  to  a  very  largo 
number  of  individuals.  Ho  know  that  in  many 
oases  parties  had  submitted  to  very  large  valua- 
tions, and,  although  they  gave  notice  of  appeal, 
they  had  to  pay  the  tax.  In  his  own  case,  two 
properties  of  his  were  valued  at  just  double  what 
1)0  would  take  for  tbem.  He  had  to  go  as  far 
even  as  employing  a  lawyer  in  liis  absence ;  but 
he  got  no  redress.  He  was  still  paying  the  tax 
on  land  for  which  lie  would  ttike  half  what  the 
valuation  amounted  to. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

LOCAL  BILLS. 
On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  ACLAND,  it 
was  resolred,  That  the  name  of  the  Hon.  Sir  F. 
Dillon  Bell  be  discharged  from  the  Local  Bills 
Committee  (A),  and  that  the  name  of  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Nurse  be  added  thereto. 

CHRISTCHURCH  DRILLSHED  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  BRETT,  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  would  like  to  bring 
before  the  Council  a  few  of  its  merits.  In  the 
year  1863  the  Canterbury  Provincial  Council 
purchased  six  quarter-acres  of  land  within  the 
boundary  of  Christchurch.  It  was  vested  in  the 
Superintendent  of  Canterbury  for  public  pur- 
poses. The  Superintendent  applied  these  six 
quarter-acres  to  the  purposes  of  the  Volunteers, 
and  erected  a  large  drill-shed  of  galvanized  iron, 
and  enclosed  it  with  a  seven-feet  galvanized  iron 
fence.  He  also  erected  a  building  of  two  or  three 
rooms  for  an  orderly-room,  and  for  keeping  re- 
cords and  other  matters  connected  with  the 
Volunteers.  This  was  a  very  large  drill-shed, 
where  three  or  four  companies  could  drill  every 
evening;  and  the  police  had  the  privilege  of 
drilling  there  whenever  they  required  it.  Since 
the  abolition  of  provinces,  naturally  the  General 
Government  took  charge  of  this  property,  and 
it  had  not  deprived  the  Volunteers  of  this 
land,  and  they  still  had  possession  of  it.  But 
the  place  had  got  into  very  bad  repair,  and  the 
adjoining  office  had  been  burnt  down  by  accident. 
This  was  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Go- 
vernment, with  a  view  to  its  being  rebuilt.  An 
answer  was  received  to  the  effect  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  no  funds  to  carry  out  the  repairs. 
Therefore  it  had  been  suggested  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  to  deal  with  the  dilBculty.  No  one,  he  was 
sure,  would  object  to  the  Bill.  The  property  was 
placed  under  the  trusteeship  of  four  senior  officers 
of  the  Volunteers,  who  took  a  special  interest  in 
the  welfare  of  the  movement.  To  enable  those 
trustees  to  obtain  a  little  money  for  the  repairs 


which  were  absolutely  necessary,  it  was  proposed 
tliat  a  portion  of  this  land  should  be  let  for  a 
period  of  twenty -one  years.  If  the  rents  were 
not  sufficient  to  keep  the  place  in  repair  it  was 
proposed  to  give  authority  to  borrow  the  sum  of 
£5,000.  They  might  only  want  £500,  but  they 
thought  it  was  deairable  to  ask  for  the  larger 
amount,  because  they  always  did  everything  in 
a  handsome  and  liberal  style,  and  did  not  want 
to  do  anything  in  a  mean  way,  in  Canterbury. 
Under  this  Bill  the  Governor  would  have  au- 
thority to  appoint  other  trustees  in  the  event  of 
those  named  in  the  Bill  resigning,  or  in  case  of 
death.  He  hoped  the  promoters  of  the  Bill  would 
have  no  objection  to  the  alterations  that  were 
proposed  bv  the  Local  Bills  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  said  that,  if 
the  Bill  had  been  one  limited  to  the  occupation 
of  the  six  quarter-acre  sections  by  the  Volunt<  crs, 
he  should  have  considered  that  perfectly  right, 
ami  should  have  raised  no  objefition  to  it:  but 
this  Bill  proposed  to  do  two  things — to  grant 
this  drill-shed  and  land  to  certain  persons  in 
trust  for  tlie  Volunteers,  and  to  give  them  the 
power  to  have  buildings  put  up  over  a  large  part 
of  it.  He  had  always  protested,  and  should  always 
protest  as  long  as  he  had  a  seat  in  the  Legis- 
lature, against  the  closing  of  the  few  open  places 
wliich  were  left  in  the  centivs  of  our  populous 
cities.  One  of  these  da^vs  they  would  bitterly 
regret  it  if  all  tbe  open  places  in  the  large  towns 
were  closed;  and  he  had  been  t^uccessful  on  a 
great  many  occasions  in  preventing  this,  especially 
ni  the  case  of  Oamaru,  where  the  Municipality 
wished  to  have  the  power  of  covering  a  large 
space  with  buildings,  as  the  Christcliurch  Volun- 
teers wished  to  do  in  this  case.  He  could  not 
consent,  upon  such  grounds  as  were  stated  by 
the  Hon.  Colonel  Brett,  to  covering  this  reserve 
with  buildings.  But  there  was  another  point 
to  be  borne  in  mind  in  this  mailer  —  namely, 
the  interest  of  the  General  Government.  The 
General  Government  did  not  seem  to  him  to  value 
one  pin  the  very  small  extent  of  land  they  had 
left  in  the  various  cities.  No  sooner  did  a  piece 
of  land  come  into  the  hands  of  the  General  Go- 
vernment than  everybody  seemed  to  consider  it 
fair  prey,  and  tried  to  seize  upon  it ;  and  then, 
if  the  Government  were  them-^elves  pressed  for 
space,  they  had  to  give  enormous  compensation 
or  buy  the  land  at  a  liigh  price.  He  thought 
the  General  Government  of  this  country  were 
very  foolish  in  allowing  Bill  after  Bill  and  pro- 
position after  proix)silion  to  pass,  which  took 
away  the  small  remaining  property  belonging  to 
the  Crown. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.  — It  belongs  to 
the  Volunteers  now. 

Tlie  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  said  the 
honorable  gentleman  male  the  statement  broadly 
that  this  land  belonged  to  the  Volunteers.  The 
land  did  not  belong  to  the  Volunteers  at  all :  it 
belonged  to  the  Provincial  Government,  and  was 
paid  for  by  public  money,  and  when  the  pro- 
vinces were  abolished  it  reverted  to  the  Crown. 
Hii  honorable  friend  was  really  not  very  well 
acquainted  with  the  matter.  The  land,  in  the 
first  place,  was  bought  by  public  money :  it  was 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


374 


Ckristchurch 


[COUNCIL.]         Drill-shed  Bill         [Nov.  20 


paid  for  out  of  public  revenue,  and  rererted  tx> 
the  Crown  by  the  operation  of  the  Abolition 
Act ;  and  it  no  more  belonged  to  the  Volunteers 
of  Christchurch  than  it  did  to  liim.  If  it  did, 
where  was  the  necessity  for  this  Bill?  The 
second  point  was  not  of  the  same  importance  to 
hira  as  the  first.  The  great  point  was  the  con- 
sidei-ation  of  the  public  health,  which  he  would 
press  on  the  attention  of  the  Council.  Then, 
again,  this  was  a  borrowing  Bill :  and  what  Bill 
had  they  now  that  vpas  not  a  borrowing  Bill  ? 
His  honorable  friend  Colonel  Brett  thought 
himself  like  Clire,  and  stood  astonished  at  his 
own  moderation.  If  he  wished  to  get  the  power 
to  borrow  money  for  the  purpose  of  covering 
this  space  with  buildings,  why  did  not  the  honor- 
able gentleman  ask  for  £100,000,  and  then  get 
his  loan  floated  on  the  London  Stock  Exchange  ? 
The  honorable  gentleman  went  so  far  as  to  want 
power  to  borrow  money  upon  what  seemed  to  be 
nothing;  there  was  no  security  at  present,  but 
a  security  was  to  be  created  by  the  rents  and 
profits  aming  from  buildings  not  yet  erected. 
He  objected  to  the  buildings  being  put  up  at  all, 
and  objected  to  the  Government  allowing  the 
reserve  to  be  alienated  from  the  Crown. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FKASER  did  not  see  how 
the  Council  could  refuse  to  pass  this  Bill.  In 
1876  he  brought  in  a  similar  Bill,  and,  after  it 
had  been  amended  in  some  of  its  provisions  by 
the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen,  who  then  led  tlie  Council,  it 
was  passed.  That  Bill  gave  to  the  Duncdin  Vo- 
lunteers a  piece  of  land,  on  which  they  had  since 
erected,  and  were  now  u^ing,  a  building  which 
made  the  property  worth  some  £50,000.  But 
there  was  one  proviso  in  this  Bill  which  he  con- 
fessed he  did  not  like,  because  its  operation  would 
be  to  alienate  the  land  from  the  CrovTU  for  ever. 
He  referred  to  the  proviso  which  enabled  the 
trustees  to  lease  the  land  for  twenty-one  years. 
The  Bill  of  1876  did  not  contain  such  a  provi- 
sion. There  was  no  necessity  for  it,  and  tlicrefore 
he  did  not  see  why  it  should  be  retained.  He 
thought  there  was  some  ulterior  motive  at  the 
bottom  of  tiiat  provision,  and  he  should  oppose 
it  in  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  said  this  land  was 
purchased  by  the  Provincial  Govornment  of  Can- 
terbury, and  this  part  of  it  was  Jianded  over  for 
Volunteer  purposes. 

An  Hon.  Member. — No. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  said  that  was  the 
eflbct  of  the  evidence  given  before  the  Committee, 
and,  at  any  rate,  the  land  had  been  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  Volunteers  for  some  considerable 
time  :  in  fact,  it  was  their  property  at  the  present 
time,  and  he  thought  all  they  wanted  now  was 
to  be  enabled  to  deal  witli  it  just  as  tlie  Dunedin 
Volunteers  were  able  to  deal  witl»  their  drill-shed 
property.  That  being  the  case,  he  thought  the 
Council  had  no  alternative  but  to  pass  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  agreed  with  the 
Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell  that  it  wai*  wrong  of  the 
Government  to  divest  itself  of  laud  which  pro- 
bably would  be  required  by  the  Government  in 
time  for  their  own  purposes,  because  it  was  well 
known  that  when  the  Government  required  land 
they  wore  put  to  a  very  large  expense  before  they 
Mon,  Sir  F,  Dillon  Bell 


could  acquire  it.  But  this  did  not  appear  to  be 
land  of  the  description  to  which  the  honorable 
gentleman  referred.  It  did  not  appear  to  have 
been  granted  by  the  Crown,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
held  under  certain  deeds  of  conveyance.  He  pre- 
sumed that  meant,  that  the  lana  was  purchased 
by  the  Superintendent  of  Canterbury,  and  was 
then  devoted  to  the  purpose  of  a  drill-sbed. 
Having  been  purchased  for  that  purpose,  and 
vested  in  the  Superintendent  of  Canterbury,  by 
the  operation  of  the  Abolition  of  Provinces  Act  it 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  General  Qt)vemment; 
and  therefore  it  appeared  to  bim  that  the  GK>- 
vemment  were  bound  to  place  the  land  in  the 
same  position  as  before  the  abolition  of  the 
provinces  took  effect,  or,  ot  any  rate,  to  provide 
that  it  should  be  held  for  the  same  purpose.  As 
to  what  wouljj  be  the  best  way  of  managing  the 
land,  that,  of  course,  was  a  question  to  be  dis- 
cussed in  Committee.  The  only  objection  he  had 
to  the  Bill  was  that,  although  it  provided  that 
the  land  was  not  to  be  disposed  of,  still  it  might 
in  effect  be  disposed  of  in  a  roundabout  way.  If 
the  trustees  borrowed  money  upon  it  and  neg- 
lected to  pay  the  interest,  then  the  land  might 
go ;  whereas  he  thought  that  where  land  was  set 
apart  for  purposes  of  this  sort  it  should  be  made 
inalienable. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  G.  BUCKLEY  had  been 
anxiously  waiting  to  hear  what  the  Hon.  the 
Attorney-General  would  say  in  reference  to  this 
Bill,  because  he  understood  that  tho  Government 
took  objection  to  it  in  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature,  but  were  defeated  on  the  point 
With  respect  to  the  Bill  itself,  and  the  particular 
reserve,  he  miglit  say  that  it  formed  a  block  of 
land  winch  was  purchased  in  Christchurch  by  the 
Provincial  Government  for  public  purposes,  for 
the  ic.i^on  that  they  had  none  of  their  own  at 
the  time  in  the  city.  On  u  portion  of  the  block 
was  built  a  watch  house  and  police-station,  and 
tliey  voted  funds  and  erected  buildings  on  the 
other  portion  which  had  been  in  the  possession 
of  the  Volunteers  ever  since.  The  Volunteers 
had  no  property  in  the  reserve  at  all.  They  had 
only  been  in  possession  on  sufierance,  and  he 
asked  why  so  large  a  piece  of  land  should  now  be 
given  to  them. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  had  assumed  that 
the  land  was  regularly  set  apart  for  the  purpose 
to  which  it  was  devoted. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  G.  BUCKLEY  said  it  was  only 
done  in  this  way  :  that  a  vote  was  taken  by  the 
Provincial  Council  for  erecting  these  buildings. 
There  would  be  little  objection  to  the  Bill  if  it 
merely  gave  the  quarter-acre  or  half-acre  upon 
which  the  drill-shed  stood  ;  but  why  should  all 
the  other  land  be  given  as  well?  He  believed 
it  was  the  only  piece  of  land  that  the  General 
Government  had  in  Christchurch.  They  had 
divested  themselves  of  every  other  reserve,  and 
tlierefore  they  should  not  lightly  part  with  this. 
But  there  was  another  and  a  more  particular 
reason  why  the  land  should  not  be  given  away. 
For  a  long  time  past  the  Resident  Alagistrate's 
Court  of  Christchurch  had  been  a  disgrace  to  the 
colony.  The  present  Courthouse  was  erected 
twenty -five  years  ago,  and  now  it  was  in  such  ft 
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dilapidated  state  that  when  rain  fell  the  Bar 
and  the  reporters  and  others  had  to  ask  leave  to 
put  up  their  umbrellas  in  order  to  protect  them- 
seWes.  For  a  long  time  the  GoTemment  had 
promised  that  a  new  Resident  Magistrate's  Court 
should  be  built,  and  when  the  time  came  it  would 
be  found  that  they  had  no  land  on  which  to  erect 
the  building.  Now,  this  particular  piece  would 
be  eipeciallj  suitable  for  the  purpose.  Not  only 
was  it  in  a  central  part  of  Ohristchurch,  but  it 
joined  the  police  office  and  watchhouse.  Thus  ho 
had  great  objection  to  the  Bill,  and  he  certainly 
should  oppose  it  on  that  account.  He  saw  in  the 
Schedule  there  was  no  less  than  an  acre  and  a 
half,  and  he  was  sure  that  the  Volunteers  could 
not  occupy  more  than  a  quarter  of  an  acre.  He 
trusted  the  Government  would  not  give  up  the 
land,  because,  if  they  did,  they  would  have  to  go 
into  the  market  and  pay  very  high  for  a  site  for 
a  Resident  Magistrate's  Courthouse.  The  land 
was  worth  £8,000  or  £10,000;  and  why  the 
Volunteers  should  be  allowed  so  much  land,  in 
order  to  make  a  profit  out  of  it  at  the  expense  of 
the  Gt)vemment,  was  a  thing  he  could  not  under- 
stand. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  GRAY  thought  the  Hon.  Sir 
F.  Dillon  Bell  did  not  know  the  locality  when  he 
laid  so  great  a  stress  upon  blocking  up  places  in 
the  town.  He  could  not  at  all  agree  witii  him  in 
this  particular  instance,  although  he  went  entirely 
with  him  as  to  the  general  principle,  because  this 
land  was  in  the  close  neighbourhood  of  the  Bo- 
tanical Gardens,  the  Government  Domain,  and 
very  near  another  large  open  space  called  Cranmer 
Square.  He  also  thought  the  Hon.  Mr.  Buckley 
had  taken  rather  a  partisan  view  of  this  matter  ; 
and,  so  far  as  his  remarks  about  finding  a  site 
for  the  new  Courthouse  were  concerned,  he 
(Mr.  Gray)  saw  no  reason  why  the  new  Court- 
house should  not  be  erected  upon  the  site  oi  the 
present  one.  There  was  a  large  space  round  it, 
and  there  was  plenty  of  room.  He  did  not  expect 
to  see  the  Bill  meet  with  so  much  opposition,  and 
he  hoped  that  the  Council  would  agree  to  read  it 
a  second  time. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  said  that  in  the  Com- 
mittee  to  which  the  Bill  had  been  referred  the 
questions  now  raised  were  all  carefully  considered, 
and  it  was  thought  that,  with  the  alterations  they 
proposed  to  make  in  the  Bill,  it  might  be  passed, 
and  the  public  interest  be  still  conserved,  inas- 
much as  they  proposed  to  prevent  the  Commis- 
sioners from  disposing  of  the  whole  of  the  land, 
as  proposed  in  the  7th  clause;  and  in  the  15th 
clause  it  was  provided  that,  in  the  event  of  the 
several  corps  of  the  Christchurch  Volunteers 
failing  to  keep  up  the  standard  of  efficiency  of 
service,  as  the  same  may  from  time  to  time  be 
prescribed  by  the  Volunteer  Regulations,  or  of 
their  services  being  discontinued,  or  of  their 
being  disbanded,  then  and  in  either  of  such  cases 
the  land  shall  revert  to  the  Crown.  It  was  then 
thought  worth  while  to  make,  for  the  present,  what 
he  might  call  this  sacrifice  of  profit  and  income 
for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  the  standard  of 
efficiency  of  the  Volunteers  in  the  Christchurch 
District.  However,  his  objection  to  the  Bill  was 
an  objection  of  a  more  general  character,  and  that 


was,  that  the  Bill  proposed  to  treat  exceptionally 
the  Volunteer  corps  in  a  particular  district.  He 
held  that  the  Volunteer  coi-ps  should  be  treated 
as  a  whole  alike,  and  that,  the  services  of  all  being 
supposed  to  be  equal,  and  their  value  to  the  State 
being  equal,  it  was  not  fair  that  such  a  body 
as  tlie  Dunedin  Volunteers  or  the  Christchurch 
Volunteers  should  have  advantages  of  income  ex- 
tended to  them  which  were  not  extended  to 
Volunteers  in  other  parts  of  the  colony,  especially 
when  it  was  considered  that  the  Volunteers  in 
this  Island  stood  in  the  face  of  dangers  whioli 
were  not  experienced  by  the  Volunteers  in  the 
South.  He  thought  it  might  possibly  be  worth 
the  while  of  the  Government  to  adopt  a  system 
by  which  provision  should  be  made  for  the  exi- 
gencies of  all  corps  in  respect  to  drill-sheds.  Now, 
however,  the  principle  having  been  adopted  by 
the  Council  in  187H  that  exceptional  treatment 
mi<»ht  occasionally  be  afibrded,  it  appeared  to 
him  that  it  would  be  acting  harshly  not  to  pass 
such  a  Bill  as  this,  more  particularly  a«  it  nad 
been  accepted  by  the  Government  in  another 
branch  of  the  Legislature. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  agreed  that 
the  Volunteer  corps  of  the  colony  should  be  treated 
as  a  whole ;  but  it  must  be  remembered  that  cir- 
cumstances were  not  the  same  in  all  parts  of  the 
colony,  and  inequalities  would  have  to  be  reme- 
died gradually.  In  Dunedin,  as  in  Auckland  and 
elsewhere,  the  Provincial  Government  had  pro- 
vided for  their  Volunteers  ;  but  when  abolition  of 
the  provinces  took  place  it  was  found  that  the 
land  had  not  been  vested  in  trustees.  There  was 
consequently  no  security  of  tenure,  and  there  was 
no  one  to  turn  the  endowment  to  profitable  use 
unless  this  Legislature  would  carry  out  what  had 
been  the  obvious  intention  of  the  local  Legislature. 
Consequently  a  Bill  was  introduced  in  1876,  and 
was  parsed,  a  clause  being  inserted  to  the  efieot 
that,  in  the  event  of  the  Volunteer  corps  faiUng 
in  efficiency  or  disbanding,  then  the  land  should 
revertr  to  the  Crown.  It  was  not  intended  to 
benefit  any  particular  individuals,  but  simply  to 
encourage  the  Volunteers  to  keep  up  their  effi- 
ciency. In  Auckland  there  was  a  drill-shed 
built  by  the  Provincial  Government,  and,  if  it 
could  be  shown  that  there  wns  any  reserTe  in- 
tended to  be  given  to  the  Volunteers  by  the  Pro- 
vincial Government,  he  should  be  glad  to  assist 
in  passing  a  Bill  to  give  them  that  reserve.  In 
other  cases,  where  no  provision  had  been  made,  he 
hoped  the  Government  would  give  all  reasonable 
assistance  towards  the  acquirement  of  drill-shed 
accommodation.  In  Wellington  the  late  Go- 
vernment had  received  favourably  a  proposal  to 
give  the  A''oluntecrs  two  valuable  sections  of  land; 
also  to  grant  them  a  sum  of  money  which  would  be 
quite  sufficient  to  erect  all  the  buildings  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  purposes  of  a  drili-shcd,  but  not 
sufficient  to  put  up  a  building  which  would  con- 
form  to  the  municipal  law,  and  which  would 
enable  the  Volunteers  to  make  anything  out  of 
it  by  leasing  it.  The  late  Government  had  pro- 
mised—  and  no  doubt  the  present  Government 
would  carry  out  the  promise — to  give  the  Wanga- 
nui  Volunteers  lOs.  for  every  pound  raised  in 
the  district,  and  so  on  in  respect  to  Napier  and 
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Wai^ato ;  while,  as  to  Wainku,  a  Bill  to  assii^t 
the  Volunteera  there  in  gettinj;  a  drill-shed  would 
bhortly  bo  brought  before  the  Council.  It  was 
impossible  that  Volunteer  corps  could  be  kept 
in  creditable  discipline  unless  they  had  some 
place  provided  in  which  thej  could  be  drilled  ; 
and  if  drill-sheds  were  allowed  to  go  to  ruin  a 
great  waste  of  public  money  must  ensue.  The 
duty  of  the  Government  was  clearly  this:  to 
assist  Volunteers  in  getting  drill-sheds,  and  to 
give  them  some  means  of  keeping  in  repair  ex- 
isting drill-nheds.  As  to  this  Bill,  while  he  was 
disposed  to  be  liberal,  he  could  see  no  reason  why 
the  extent  of  land  granted  should  not  be  limited  ; 
and  it  would  be  interesting  to  hear  from  some 
honorable  gentleman  in  the  confidence  of  the 
Ohristchurch  Volunteers  whether  they  would  be 
prepared  to  accept  a  reduced  area.  It  was  im- 
possible for  artillery  to  be  maintained  in  order 
unlesis  it  was  kept  under  cover;  and,  as  the 
ordinary  working-men  coiUd  only  attend  drill 
at  night,  it  was  necessary  to  provide  them  with 
some  place  which  could  be  lit  up.  If  the  colouy 
was  to  have  an  efficient  Volunteer  force,  the 
colony  must  give  them  reasonable  encourage- 
ment. Hd  did  not  know  what  the  financial  cir- 
cumstances of  the  Ohristchurch  corps  were,  but 
it  was  fair  t«  say  that  there  was  a  great  deal  of 
difficulty  in  getting  subscriptions  from  the  public 
for  Volunteer  purposes.  In  England  the  great 
bulk  of  the  money  required  was  subscribed  by 
the  superior  officers,  wlio  treated  the  thing  as  a 
hobby  and  took  a  pride  in  their  position.  Here, 
on  the  contrary,  there  was  not  that  difference 
between  the  classes  ;  there  was  not  that  leisured 
class  to  take  up  the  position.  The  leaders  were 
young  men  who  had  no  opportunity  of  making  a 
competence ;  and  as  the  ordinary  expenses  were 
much  heavier  than  in  England — the  uniform 
alone  costing  dE9  10s.,  he  understood — thoy  had  a 
pretty  lieavy  sum  to  pay  as  it  was.  He  had  been 
assured  by  one  working-man  that  he  never  got 
out  of  the  Volunteer  year  uuder  £20.  In  the 
North  Island  il  was  more  particularly  desirable 
that  the  Government  should  do  everything  it 
could  to  encourage  the  Volunteers  i  but  at  the 
same  time  it  should  be  remembered  that,  a  short 
time  ago,  when  a  difficulty  appeared  to  be  immi- 
nent, large  numbers  of  the  South  Island  Volun- 
teers offered  to  come  up  as  a  body,  artillery  and 
infantry,  to  aid  the  Government  in  repressing 
an  outbreak.  That  should  be  borne  in  mind, 
because  it  showed  honorable  gentlemen  that  Vo- 
lunteering was  not  altogether  &  plaything;  and 
in  a  case  like  this  a  point  might  be  reasonably 
stretched.  He  should,  therefore,  support  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON  suggested  that  the 
honorable  member  in  charge  of  the  Bill  should 
be  allowed  a  second  reading  on  the  understanding 
that  the  question  of  area  would  be  freely  dis- 
cussed, and  the  extent  of  land  mentioned  in  the 
Schedule  reduced  if  the  Council  then  thought  it 
desirable. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WOOD  said  that,  although  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Committee  which  had  con- 
sidered this  Bill,  he  did  not  feel  himself  strictly 
bound  to  the  exact  letter  of  the  BUI  as  it  now 
Hon,  Colonel  Whiimort 


stood.  There  were  two  alterations  which  he 
should  not  object  to :  one  was  the  suggestion  of 
the  Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore,  that  it  should  be 
ascertained  as  nearly  as  possible  how  much  land 
the  Volunteers  actually  did  require,  and  they 
should  take  no  more  than  was  really  required. 
Then  it  would  follow,  as  a  natural  consequence, 
that  the  borrowing  powers  would  be  limited  to  a 
smaller  sum. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  BEETT.  in  reply,  said  that, 
with  reference  to  the  objections  raised  by  the 
Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell,  he  beUeved  that  if  the 
honorable  gentleman  saw  the  place  where  this 
drill-shed  was  built  he  would  withdraw  his  oppo- 
sition. It  was  in  a  very  obscure,  very  deserted, 
and  very  low  position,  and  it  was  not  likely  that 
i  any  residences  would  be  built  there. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — The  Courthouse. 
I  The  Hon.  Colonel  BRETT  said  there  would  be 
,  a  great  objection  to  erecting  the  Courthouse  there, 
,  because  it  would  be  verv  inconvenient  to  the  in- 
'  habitants,  whereas  the  place  was  admirably  suited 
I  for  the  purpose  to  which  it  was  now  applied.  The 
'  Volunteers  would  have  no  place  to  parade  in  if 
I  they  were  allowed  only  the  space  mentioned  by 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Buckley.  When  the  reviewing 
j  officer  and  the  Governor  went  down  to  Canter- 
'  bury  the  Volunteers  were  paraded  in  the  open  air 
I  —not  in  the  drill-shed.  The  drill-shed  was  in- 
!  tended-  for  the  short  days,  when  the  Volunteers 
could  go  and  have  a  couple  of  hours*  drill  at 
I  night.  It  would  be  far  better  to  do  away  with 
I  the  Volunteers  than  to  confine  them  to  a  small 
I  space.  The  question  was,  whether  they  were  to 
I  have  Volunteers,  or  whether  they  would  allow 
'  their  land  to  be  taken  fr^m  them  by  an  in- 
j  vading  army.  That  was  the  question.  When 
there  were  no  Volunteers  this  Bill  promised  that 
the  land  would  go  straight  into  the  possession  of 
i  the  General  Government.  Very  likely  they  would 
I  have  a  millennium  when  no  soldiers  would  be 
required.  He  sincerely  trusted  honorable  mem- 
!  bers  would  support  him  in  the  second  reading  of 
;  (his  Bill. 

I      Bill  read  a  second  time. 

i      The  Council  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  past 
I  five  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  20ih  November,  1879. 

First  Headings— Second  Beftdings— Thu-d  Readings— Bilk 
Discharged  —  Oreymouth-Cobden  Bridge  —  Local 
Pa3rma8tcn— Addington  Railway  Workahopa  —Auck- 
land Railwaj  Workahopa—  Width  of  StreeU  and 
Roads  Bill— Prevention  of  Corroption  Bill— Tariff— 
Awatere  Shearing  Reserve  Bill  —  Wanganui  Endowed 
School  on)— Aockland  Improrement  CommiasioBen 
Transfer  of  Powers  Bill. 

<      Mr.  Spbaksb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 

o'clock. 
I      Fbaybbs. 

I  FIRST  BEADINGS. 

t      Timaru     Harbour    Board    Empowering    Bill, 

1  Clutha  Harbour  Board  Borrowing  Bill. 
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SECOND  READINGS. 
Alexandra  Corporation  Reserve  Bill,  Forest 
Trees  Planting  Encouragement  Bill,  Wellington 
Provincial  District  Highway  Boards  Bill,  Counties 
Bill,  Napier  and  Meanee  Recreation- Ground  Bill, 
Palraerston  North  Reserves  Bill,  Registration  of 
Dogs  Bill,  Auckland  Harbour  Board  Bill,  Canter- 
bury Rivers  Bill,  Oreti  Bridge  and  Ferry  Re- 
serves Bill,  Municipal  Corporations  Bill,  Kai- 
tangata  and  Wangaloa  Athenseums  Reserves  Bill, 
Riverton  Drill-shed  Reserve  Bill. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Otago  University  Reserves  Leasing  Bill,  Hoki- 
tika  Harbour  Board  Endowment  Bill,  Patents 
Bill,  Waitara  Harbour  Board  Land  and  Borrow- 
ing Bill. 

BILLS  DISCHARGED. 
Towns    on    Private    Lands     Regulation    Bill, 
Maori  Members  Election  Validation  Bill,  Regis- 
tration of  Births  and  Deaths  Bill,  Mines  Bill. 

GREYMOUTH-COBDEN  BRIDGE. 

Mr.  REEVES  asked  the  Minister  for  PubUc 
Works,  If  it  is  his  intention  to  place  a  sufficient 
sum  of  money  on  the  estimates  for  the  purpose 
of  building  a  dray-bridge  to  connect  Greymouth 
and  Cobden  ?  There  had  been  promises  from 
time  to  time  that  a  bridge  should  be  erected 
over  the  Grey  River  Connecting  these  two  impor- 
tant places.  It  was  a  curious  fact  that  Grey- 
mouth,  which  was  about  the  fifth  most  important 
town  in  the  colony,  should  be  still  leit  without  a 
bridge.      

Mr.  OLIVER  replied  that  it  would  cost  about 
£12,000  to  £14,000  to  erect  a  dray-bridge  across 
the  river,  and  the  Government  did  not  see  their 
way  to  spare  so  large  a  sum  of  money  at  present 
for  the  purpose. 

LOCAL  PAYMASTERS. 
Mr.  REEVES  asked  the  Government,  If  they 
will   take  into  consideration  the  desirability  of 
reverting  to  the  former  practice  of   local  pay- 
masters, in  order  to  facilitate  payment  of  local 


contractors?  The  system  of  having  local  pay- 
masters had  been  a  great  convenience  to  con- 
tractors, and  especially  to  those  on  the  West 
Coast.  The  system  was,  however,  abolished 
about  five  or  six  years  ago,  and  vouchers  bad 
now  to  be  sent  from  the  Engineer's  office  on  the 
spot  to  Wellington,  from  which  they  were  often 
sent  back  again  in  consequence  of  some  technical 
informalities.  He  had  known  contractors  to  be 
kept  out  of  five  or  six  thousand  pounds  for 
months  from  some  trifling  cause  of  that  kind. 
The  only  reason  given  for  abolishing  the  system 
was,  that  the  Gt)vemment  lost  some  amount  of 
interest  through  making  payments  by  local  pay- 
masters ;  but  he  thought  that  difficulty  could  be 
obviated  by  making  arrangements  with  the  bank. 
He  trusted  the  Government  would  see  their  way 
to  returning  to  a  system  which  had  worked  so 
well. 

Mr.  OLIVER  replied  that  under  the  present 
rSgime  payments  were  made  about  the  middle 
of  the  month  for  work  completed  the  previous 
month.  The  system  worked  very  well,  and  there 
was  no  notice  in  the  o^|ce  of  any  contractors 
suffering  any  wrong  through  it. 

ADDINGTON  RAILWAY  WORKSHOPS. 

Mr.  DICK,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Stewart, 
asked  the  Minister  for  Public  Works,  If  he  will 
state  the  area  of  land  belonging  to  the  Gt)vem- 
ment  at  Addington,  from  whom  the  same  was 
purchased,  the  amount  of  purchase-money,  the 
date  of  purchase,  and  through  whom  the  pur- 
chase was  effected;  the  estimated  cost  of  the 
Addington  Workshops,  stating  separately  the 
outlay  incurred  in  levelling  and  forming  the 
land;  the  expense  of  the  buildings,  machinery, 
&c. ;  the  value  of  the  available  pLint  belonging 
to  the  old  workshops ;  the  value  of  the  rolling- 
stock  ordered  during  the  last  financial  year,  and 
whether  such  orders  were  provided  for  in  last 
year's  appropriations ;  from  what  countries  such 
rolling-stock  was  obtained,  and  where  the  same 
was  manufactured? 

Mr.  OLIVER,  in  reply  to  the  first  part  of  the 
question,  read  the  following  return : — 


Retubk  of  Land  belonging  to  Government  at  Addington,  acquired  for  Workshops ;  showing  the 
Area,  from  whom  the  same  was  purchased,  the  amount  of  Purchase-Money,  the  Date  of 
Purchase,  and  through  whom  the  Purchase  was  effected. 


DateofPnrohMe. 

From  whom  pur- 
chased. 

Through  whom  the  Purchase  was  effected. 

Area. 

Amount  of  Pur- 
chase-Money. 

Dec.  12,  1877 
Jan.  31,  1878 
Jan.  31,  1878 
Oct.  15,  1878 
July  24,  1879 

J.  T.  Bell      ... 
J.  Rosewame .. 
W.  Pratt      ... 
J.  L.  Hobden.. 
J.  Nicholls    ... 
E.C.J.  Stevens 
D.  Whyte     ... 

G.  P.  Williams,  District  Engineer     ... 

J.  T.  Bell,  Land  Agent           

J.  T.  Bell,  Land  Agent           

W.  Conyers,  Com.  of  RaUways,  M.  I. 

Award  of  Crt.  £3,360,  Costs  £140  13  4> 

T.  Calcutt,  Land  Purchase  Officer     ... 

(No  claim  sent  in) 

A.    B.    P. 

•432 

•16     0    0 

•024 

0     12 

•500 

0    2    4 

0    3  21 

£      8.    d. 

2,150    0     0 

2,000    0    0 

800    0    0 

96    0    0 

3,500  13    4 

not  agreed  upon. 

f)      »f          If 

26     8  33 

Note— P.  W.  79/2211— Land  acquired  by  Prov.  Govt,  of  Canterbury... 

6    0    0 

£1,575    0    0 

*  And  buUdiugs. 

20th  November,  1879. 

VOL.  xxxm.- 


W.  A.  Thomab, 

Accountant  Public  Works. 
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The  eetimated  cost  of  the  workshops  was, — 

£ 

Lerelling  ftnd  forming  ground       250 

Sidings 2,776 

Boildings  ...    11,800 

Drainage,  fencing,  &c.         4,530 


Total 

BtUmated  co$t  qfrnoMturii' 
Talae  of  macnii 


19,855 


Estimated  Talae  of  macliineij  and  plant 

in  old  shops  3,075 

Batimated  cost  of  new  maohinerj  ordered     9,778 

Total 12.853 

Total  oost  of  workshops,  inohiding  ma« 

chinery      32,208 

The  answer  to  that  part  of  the  question  which 
referred  to  the  roUine-stock  was, — 

"  Including  an  order  sent  on  the  22nd  June, 
1878,  the  value  of  the  rolling-stock  and  machinery 
ordered  la^t  year  for  working  railways  in  Can- 
terbury and  Otago,  and  allowing  for  erection, 
was  about  £270,000.  The  amount  for  additional 
rolling-stock  on  the  estimates  was  about  £21,000. 
Six  locomotives,  ten  carriages,  and  all  the  work- 
shops machinery  were  ordered  from  America. 
The  remainder  of  the  orders  went  to  England." 

Mr.  STEVENS  said  that,  as  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works  had  mentioned  his  name  as  one 
from  whom  land  had  been  purchased,  he  might 
explain  that  that  was  an  error.  The  land  had 
been  taken  from  him  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Immigration  and  Public  Works  Act. 

Mr.  OLIVER  had  not  wished  to  convey  the 
impression  that  the  land  had  been  purchased  from 
the  honorable  gentleman.  He  said  that  the 
price  was  not  yet  fixed. 

AUCKLAND  RAILWAY  WORKSHOPS. 

Mr.  HAMLIN,  in  moving  the  motion  standing 
in  his  name,  said  the  engineers  generally  were  in 
favour  of  a  certain  site  tor  the  Auckland  railway 
workshops,  while  other  people  were  in  favour  of 
havine  them  erected  at  another  place,  which  must 
cost  tne  colony  a  considerable  sum  of  money. 
As  not  only  the  present  but  other  Qt>vernment8 
found  themselves  in  a  dilemma  in  coming  to  a 
decision,  he  thought  it  wise  and  right  to  ask  for 
a  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  whole  matter 
and  bring  up  a  report,  making  a  fair  recom- 
mendation which  could  be  accepted  by  the 
House. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "  That  a 
Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  and  re- 
port to  this  House  within  two  weeks  as  to  the 
most  suitable  and  least  expensive  place  for  erect- 
ing the  railway  workshops  for  the  Provincial 
District  of  Auckland.  Such  Committee  to  con- 
sist of  Mr.  Oliver,  Mr.  Macandrew,  Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  Whyte,  Major  Harris,  Mr.  Bunny,  Mr. 
J.  T.  Fishei*,  Mr.  Whitaker,  Mr.  Reeves,  and 
the  mover.  Five  to  be  a  quorum."  —  (Mr 
Hamlin.) 

Mr.  OLIVER  hoped  the  honorable  member 
would  not  press  this  motion.  There  was  no 
difficulty  whatever  in  the  matter  so  far  as  the 
Government  were  concerned.  It  was  purely  an 
administrative  act  which  they  were  called  upon 
to  perform — namely,  to  select  the  most  suitable 
site  in  the  interests  of  the  public  generally. 
Mr»  Oliver 


There  were  two  sites,  one  of  which  had  been 
purchased  at  large  expense  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Auckland,  and  the  other  was  some  sixteen  milas 
distant.  The  matter  was  still  engaging  the  at- 
tention of  the  Government.  They  had  ample 
means  at  their  disposal  to  come  to  a  proper 
decision,  and  they  would  act  in  this  matter,  ai 
in  others,  solely  in  the  interest  of  the  public 

Mr.  MACANDREW  hoped  that,  if  this  motion 
were  passed,  the  honorable  member  for  FrankUn 
would  excuse  him  from  serving.  He  had  already 
arrived  at  a  conclusion  on  the  subject.  The  site 
was  fixed  upon  by  the  late  Government,  and 
tenders  were  called  for ;  and  he  would  have  some 
hesitation  in  joining  the  Committee  with  a  fore- 
gone conclusion  in  his  mind.  It  was  a  matter 
that  should  rest  with  the  Government.  He  did 
not  know  where  this  motion  would  lead  them  to, 
OS  he  knew  that  there  were  about  a  hundred  and 
fifty  disputes  about  workshops  and  railway  sta- 
tions, and,  if  Committees  were  appointed  for  each, 
there  would  be  plenty  to  do  in  that  line. 

Mr.  LUNDON  would  like  to  be  called  as  a 
witness  if  this  Committee  were  appointed.  He 
knew  the  place  where  it  was  proposed  to  erect  the 
workshops,  and  he  knew  that  about  £4,000  had 
been  paid  for  a  site  without  a  vote  by  the  House. 
A  large  piece  of  land  was  bought  at  Papakura  by 
Daniel  McGee  as  a  speculation,  and  he  believed 
the  engineers  were  a  party  to  that  speculation. 
Then  there  was  a  piece  of  ground  at  Onehunga, 
forty  acres  in  extent,  with  springs  of  water,  wd 
as  level  as  the  floor  of  the  House.  There  was 
sufiicient  population  there,  and  all  that  could  be 
required.  That  was  the  place  where  the  GJovem- 
ment  ought  to  put  up  the  workshops.  There  were 
lots  of  ^uitoble  sites  about  Auckland. 

Mr.  TOLE  said  the  honorable  member  who 
last  spoke  was  one  of  those  who  thought  it  would 
be  for  the  public  interest  to  have  the  seat  of  Go- 
vernment, the  workshops,  and  everything  else  in 
the  shape  of  public  expenditure,  at  Onehunga  or 
Hokianga.  He  hoped  the  House,  as  indicated  by 
the  Minister  for  Public  Works,  would  disapprove 
of  the  proposition  in  this  motion.  They  had  been 
a  long  time  trying  to  get  a  new  site  for  workshops 
in  Auckland,  and  no  doubt  there  was  a  great 
necessity  to  remove  the  present  workshops.  The 
ground  in  Auckland  was  very  limited,  and  every 
available  inch  of  space  was  required  now  for  the 
rolling-stock  and  terminus.  After  great  difficulty, 
a  site  had  been  provided,  through  the  personal 
eflbrtp  of  the  honorable  member  for  Newton  and 
liimself,  from  residents  in  Newmarket,  which 
had  been  fixed  upon  as  the  proper  point  between 
the  two  seaports.  There  was  a  site  of  fourteen 
acres,  which  would  be  sufficient  for  the  next 
century  for  all  the  workshops  of  Auckland  and 
all  railway  exigencies.  It  was  procured  for 
£4,000  from  the  vendors,  almost  upon  the  dis- 
tinct understanding — indeed,  as  a  sort  of  conces- 
sion or  ooinpliment — that,  for  the  best  interests 
of  the  colony,  the  workshops  should  be  erected 
there.  Considerably  more  than  the  sum  paid  for 
it  could  be  realised  to-morrow.  It  was  entirely 
wrong  to  state  that  the  money  for  this  land  was 
not  appropriated  by  the  House.  It  was  right  and 
necessary  that  the  workshops  should  be  placed 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


1879.] 


Auckland 


[HOUSE.] 


Bailway  Workshops,  879 


there,  because  it  was  between  the  two  seaporte, 
and  was  the  junction  of  the  north-western  and 
southern  lines.  It  was  handj  for  the  workmen, 
afforded  facilities  for  unloading  railway  material^ 
from  tlie  shipping,  also  for  distributing  it  with* 
convenience  to  Tarious  parts  of  the  Une,  and 
altogether  it  had  been  determined  upon  as 
the  beat  site  for  the  Auckland  workshops^  As 
had  been  indicated  by  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  this  was  purely  a  question  of  administra- 
tion, and  should  be  left  with  the  GoTemment. 
The  proposed  Committee  was  not  a  proper  tri- 
bunal to  try  a  local  case  of  this  kind.  Many  of  the 
gentlemen  on  the  Committee  were  ostensibly  and 
avowedly  interested  in  placing  the  workshops  at 
Papakura.  By  way  of  courtesy,  he  supposed,  to 
himself,  he  being  interested  in  Newmarket,  the 
honorable  gentleman  had  put  his  name  on  the 
Committee  ;  but  he  had  not  put  on  the  names  of 
Mr.  Speaker,  the  honorable  member  for  Parnell, 
the  honorable  member  for  Waitemata,  tlie  honor- 
able member  for  Newton,  or  even  the  honorable 
member  for  Mongonui.  He  had  taken  a  few 
southern  members,  and  also  his  colleague  (Major 
Harris),  and  other  members  who  were  decidedly 
interested  in  putting  the  workshops  of  the  line 
at  Papakura.  The  matter  had  already  been  de- 
cided by  the  late  Government,  ami  it  should 
now  also  be  left  to  the  Government.  Person- 
ally he  would  not  sit  on  the  Committpe.  This 
Committee  could  not  inspect  the  ground,  and 
would  be  merely  guided  by  hearsay  evidence.  It 
would  not  be  fair  to  decide  in  this  manner  a 
question  which  had  been  already  and  repeatedly 
determined  upon. 

Mr.  MOSS  could  not  understand  why  this 
question  was  reopened  at  all.  It  had  long  ago 
been  settled  by  the  late  Government,  and  a  very 
strong  and  emphatic  opinion  had  been  expressed 
in  favour  of  the  Newmarket  site  by  the  present 
Attorney-General  a  few  mpnths  ago  publicly,  in 
the  presence  of  hundreds  of  people.  The  question 
had  always  been  looked  upon  as  settled.  Tenders 
were  called  for,  and  they  ou^ht  to  have  been 
accepted  and  the  work  undertaken  before  this. 
It  was  most  improper  to  refer  this  matter  to  a 
Committee,  thus  taking  out  of  the  bands  of  the 
Government  what  was  purely  an  administrative 
question,  on  which  they  had  full  evidence,  and  on 
which  a  decision  had  been  come  to  over  and  over 
again.  The  Committee  could  not  possibly  devote 
the  time  required  to  look  into  the  question  and 
get  the  accurate  data  which  the  Government  had, 
especially  when  no  member  of  the  Government 
knew  the  locality  so  well  as  the  Attorney-General. 
He  hoped  the  Government  would  not  sanction 
this  motion. 

Mr.  HAMLIN,  in  reply,  said  he  was  somewhat 
surprised  at  the  argument  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Eden.  He  first  of  all  asked  that  the 
honorable  member  for  Waitemata,  and  half  a 
dozen  other  Auckland  members,  should  be  placed 
on  the  Committee.  If  he  desired  that  the  whole 
House  should  be  on  the  Committee,  he  should 
move  that  Mr.  Speaker  do  leave  the  chair  for  the 
purpose  of  considering  the  resolution  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole.  As  to  the  difficulty  of 
getting  a  site,  if  the  Gk)vemment  had  made  any 


inquiry  at  all  with  the  intention  of  adopting 
the  best  site  they  need  not  havo  spent  one 
l\fi.U  of  the  public  money  which  had  been,  ex- 
pended in  purchasing  a  site  at  Newmarket.  The 
honorable  gentleman  tried  to  make  the  House 
believe  that  the  individual  who  sold  this  property 
for  £4,500  was  a  most  self-sacrificing  individual 
indeed.  That  was  simply  the  merest  claptrap. 
He  sold  it  with  the  view  of  improving  the  land 
he  held  a  few  miles  further  on  the  road.  The 
site  at  Newmarket  was  wholly  unsuitable,  as  there 
was  not  sufficient  ground  there.  The  argument 
of  the  honorable  member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands, 
that  a  man  named  McG«e  had  purchased  land 
on  the  understanding  that  it  was  to  be  made  a 
railway  site,  was  not  worth  anything.  The  Go- 
vernment had  a  reserve  at  Papakura  long  prior 
to  the  railway  being  made,  and  they  had  no  right 
to  spend  a  single  peuny  of  the  public  money  in 
the  purchase  of  land  as  a  site  for  railway  work- 
shops whilst  they  had  that  magnificent  piece  of 

I  land  on  which  to  erect  them.  The  expenditure 
did  not  cease   with   the  purchase  of  the  land. 

I  Tenders  had  been  sent  in  to  the  Government  for 
making  the  Newmarket  site  suitable  for  the  ercc- 

!  tion  of  the  workshops.    That  would  cost  another 

j  £4,500.  Thus  £10,000  would  be  expended  on 
the  site  alone.  The  thing  was  monstrous,  and 
carried  its  own  condemnation  on  the  face  of  it. 
He  was  surprised  to  find  any  honorable  gentle- 

!  man  saying  that  this  matter  had  been  publicly 
arranged.  Very  few  persona  in  the  colony  knew 
anything  about  it,  or  the  decision  arrived  at.  It 
was  his  determination  to  carry  the  resolution  to 
a  division,  and  let  the  burden  of  the  blame  rest 
upon  those  persons  who  chose  to  oppose  it,  and 

,  to  stifle  public  opinion  upon  the  subject.  He 
felt  perfectly  sure  that  if  these  workshops  were 
erected  at  Newmarket  the  greatest  blunder  would 
be  made,  and  that  in  the  course  of  eight  or  ten 
yeai-s  the  colony  would  bo  called  upon  to  spend 
£20,000  or  £30,000  in  removing  the  railway 
workshops  to  a  better  and  more  suitable  posi- 
tion elsewhere.  The  GK)vemment  had  also  land 
at  Otahuhu  upon  which  these  workshops  could 
be  erected.  He  expected  to  receive  a  petition 
on  the  subject  by  the  mail  due  next  day.  In 
bringing  forward  this  motion,  he  felt  that  he  wai 
doing  his  duty  in  the  interest  of  the  whole  Pro- 
vincial District  of  Auckland.  He  would  carry 
the  resolution  to  a  division,  no  matter  what  its 
fate  might  be. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  resolution  be  agreed 
to ;"  upon  which  a  division  was  called  for,  with 
the  following  result : — 


Ayes         

Noes         

Majority  against... 


17 
44 

27 


Ayes. 


Mr.  Allwright, 
Mr.  Andrews, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Major  Harris, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 


Mr.  Shephard, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Tomoana, 
Mr.  Tumbull, 
Mr.  Whyte, 
Mr.  Wright. 
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Mr.  McDonald, 

Tellers. 

Mr.  Reeves, 

Mr.  Hamlin, 

Mr.  ShaDks, 

Mr.  Whitaker. 

NOKB. 

Mr.  Acton  Adams, 

Mr.  Murray, 

Major  Atkinson, 

Mr.  Oliver, 

Mr.  Bain, 

Mr.  Pitt, 

Mr.  Ballance, 

Mr.  Pybj, 

Mr.  Bowen, 

Mr.  Reid, 

Captain  Colbeck, 

Mr.  Rolleston, 

Mr.  Dick, 

Captain  Russell, 

Mr.  Fulton, 

Mr.  Saunders, 

Mr.  Gibbs, 

Mr.  Speight, 

Mr.  Gisbome, 

Mr.  Si  evens. 

Mr.  Hall, 

Mr.  Sutton, 

Mr.  H.  Hirst, 

Mr.  Swanson, 

Mr.  W.  J.  Hurst, 

Mr.  Tawhai, 

Mr.  Hutchison, 

Mr.  Thomson, 

Mr.  Ireland, 

Colonel  Trimble, 

Mr.  Johnston, 

Mr.  Wakefield, 

Mr.  Kelly, 

Dr.  Wallis. 

Mr.  Levin, 

Major  Willis, 

Mr.  Lundon, 

Mr.  Reader  Wood 

Mr.  Macandrew, 

Mr.  Mason, 

Tellers. 

Mr.  McLean, 

Mr.  Moss, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

Mr.  Tole. 

The  motion  was  consequently  negatived. 

WIDTH  OF  STREETS  AND  ROADS  BILL. 
Mr.  THOMSON,  in  moving  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill,  said  that  those  honorable  members 
who  had  been  in  the  House  for  a  few  years  were 
aware  that  the  question  of  hying  out  towns  had 
several  times  been  before  the  Legislature.  In 
1875  a  Bill  was  introduced  referring  to  Crown 
lands  and  to  private  lands.  The  Bill  was  carried, 
but  all  reference  to  private  lands  was  struck  out. 
One  difficulty  in  dealing  with  this  matter  was, 
how  to  define  a  town.  It  was  proposed  to  get 
over  that  difficulty  by  not  limiting  the  application 
of  this  Bill  to  towns.  The  principle  of  the  Bill 
was,  that  all  streets  and  all  roads  that  might 
henceforth  be  laid  out  in  the  colony  were  not  to 
be  less  than  one  chain  in  width.  With  regard  to 
towns,  ho  was  sure  every  member  would  admit 
that  it  was  very  desirable  that  the  streets  should 
be  at  least  one  chain  in  width,  on  the  ground  of 
health,  and  on  many  other  grounds,  which  he 
would  not  take  up  the  lime  of  the  House  in 
specifying.  With  regard  to  rural  lands,  it  was 
known  that  owners  were  cutting  up  their  pro- 
perties— that  the  man  with  a  large  property  cut 
it  into  farms,  and  the  man  with  a  farm  some- 
times divided  it  into  allotments  suitable  for  what 
he  might  call  peasant  proprietors.  Now,  as  a 
rule  the  roads  laid  out  were  only  half  a  chain 
in  width.  It  would  be  admitted  by  all  that  that 
was  far  too  narrow  for  carrying  on  the  ordinary 
operations  for  which  roads  were  intended,  such 
as  the  driving  of  stock,  and  dray  and  carriage 
traffic;  and  this  Bill  provided  that  in  future 
these  roads  were  to  be  one  chain  in  width.  He 
would  not  take  up  the  time  of  the  House  by 
entering  into  the  objections  which  might  be 
urged  against  the  Bill.  He  was  sure  it  must 
recommend  itself  to  the  good  sense  and  good  feel- 
Mr,  Hamlin 


ing  of  erery  member  present,  and  he  would  there- 
fore content  himself  with  moving  that  it  be  read  a 
second  time. 

Mr.  FULTON  could  not  support  the  proposal 
contained  in  this  Bill.  He  thought  there  were 
many  cases  in  which  it  would  be  very  injurious 
to  insist  that  roads  should  be  of  the  width  speci- 
fied. He  would  not  take  up  the  time  of  the 
House  by  discussing  the  matter,  and  would  only 
intimate  his  intention  to  oppose  the  Bill. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

PREVENTION  OF  CORRUPTION  BILL. 

Sir  G.  GREY,  in  moving  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill,  said  that,  with  the  exception  of  a 
few  words  which  had  been  added,  it  was  a  copy 
of  a  Bill  which  it  had  been  necessary  to  enforce 
in  the  United  States.     He  believed  the  House 
would  agree  that,  so  long  as  the  system  of  pubUc 
works  was  carried  on  in  this  country,  and  so  long 
as  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  GK)vernment  to  give 
extraordinary  facilities  in  some  cases  for  deaang 
with  Native  lands  and  allowing  vast  properties  to 
be  acquired,  some  such  Bill  as  this  was  necessary 
to  secure  the  independence  of  Parliament.     Its 
object  was  to  throw  a  safeguard  round  the  House. 
It  would  injure  no  one  who  did  not  do  wrong  ; 
and  by  preserving  the  independence  of  the  Parlia- 
ment in  this  way  a  guarantee  would  be  given  to 
the  people  of  the  colony  that  undue  influences 
would  not  be  brought  to  bear  upon  members,  either 
by  the  Government  or  by  persons  outside  the 
House.     They  had  had  evidence  of  the  neceasity 
for  such  a  Bill  in  New  Zealand,  and  he  trusted 
the  House  would  allow  it  to  go  into  Committee, 
where  it  could  be  fully  discussed.     He  would  not 
delay  the  House  longer,  as  he  would  be  able  to 
reply  when  the  time  came  to  any  objections  that 
might  be  raised  against  the  BilL 

Mr.  HALL  did  not  intend  to  oppose  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill,  although  he  was 
bound  to  say  his  experience  of  public  life  in  New 
Zealand  had  not  satisfied  him  that  such  a  Bill 
was  at  all  required.  If,  however,  the  honorable 
gentlemau's  experience,  which  was  of  longer 
duration,  led  him  to  an  opposite  oonclusioD,  be 
(Mr.  Hall)  would  not  oppose  the  second  reading  of 
the  measure;  but,  if  the  Bill  went  into  Com- 
mittee, he  would  feel  it  his  duty  to  propose  Tery 
large  additions  to  it,  including  a  variety  of  other 
offences  besides  those  already  provided  for.  The 
Bill  did  not  contain  provisions  for  punishing 
falsehood,  deceit,  misrepresentation,  or  other 
offences  of  that  kind,  which  ought  to  be  punished 
in  the  same  way  as  those  offences  for  which 
punishments  were  proTided. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

TARIFF. 
The  adjourned  debate  was  resumed  on  the  ques- 
tion, That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  His  Excel- 
lency the  Governor  should  be  moved  to  issue  a 
Commission  to  take  evidence  at  the  principal  com- 
mercial centres  of  New  Zealand,  and  to  report  upon 
the  operation  of  the  present  tariff*,  with  a  view  to 
such  a  readjustment  of  the  Customs  duties  as 
may  be  considered  best  calculated  to  foster  the 
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Tarious  branches  of  industrj  now  established 
within  the  colony ; 

And  the  amendment,  At  the  end  of  the  ques- 
tion to  add  the  following  words :  "  if,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Government,  upon  consideration 
of  the  report  of  the  Select  Committee  now  sitting 
upon  the  promotion  of  native  industries,  it  shall 
appear  expedient  to  do  so." 

Mr.  HALL  asked  leave  to  withdraw  his  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR  would  like  to  know  whe- 
ther, if  the  amendment  were  withdrawn,  the 
House  was  pledged  to  accept  the  original  motion. 

Mr.  HALL  onlj  asked  leave  to  withdraw 
the  amendment  because  the  Gbvemment  had  ex- 
plained their  intentions  on  the  subject  in  the 
Financial  Statement. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR  said  the  House  must  un- 
derstand that,  if  it  passed  the  resolution  with  the 
amendment  withdrawn,  it  would  be  affirming  the 
necessity  for  appointing  this  very  expensive  Com- 
mission during  the  recess.  Ue  did  not  feel  very 
strongly  on  the  subject  himself,  but  he  thought 
the  responsibility  should  rest  with  the  Gbvern- 
mcnt  alone. 

Amendment  and  original  motion  negatived. 

AWATERE  SHEARING  RESERVE  BILL. 

This  Bill  was  considered  in  Committee. 
Mr.  GEORGE  moved,  That  the  Chairman  re- 
port progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again. 

Question  put,  "That  I  do  report  progress,  and 
ask  leave  to  sit  again  ;"  upon  which  a  division 
was  called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         26 

Noes         26 


Ayes. 

Mr.  Andrews, 

Mr.  Reid, 

Mr.  BaUance, 

Mr.  Speight, 

Mr.  Barron, 

Mr.  Stewart, 

Mr.  Brown, 

Mr.  Tainui, 

Mr.  Finn, 

Mr.  Tawhai, 

Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher, 

Mr.  Thomson, 

Mr.  Gisborne, 

Mr.  Tole, 

Sir  G.  Grey, 

Mr.  Tomoana, 

Mujor  Harris,    ' 

Mr.  Tumbull, 

Mr.  Hutchison, 

Dr.  WallU. 

Mr.  Ireland, 

Mr.  Macandrew, 

Tellers. 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

Mr.  De  Lautour, 

Mr.  Moss, 

Mr.  George. 

No 

BS. 

Mr.  Bain, 

Captain  Russell, 

Mr.  Beetham, 

Mr.  Saunders, 

Mr.  Bryce, 

Mr.  Shanks, 

Captain  Colbeck, 

Mr.  Shephard, 

Mr.  Dick, 

Mr.  Stevens, 

Mr.  Hall, 

Mr.  Studholme, 

Mr.  H.  Hirst, 

Mr.  Swanson, 

Mr.  W.  J.  Hurst, 

Colonel  Trimble, 

Mr.  Mason, 

Mr.  Whitaker, 

Mr.  McDonald, 

Major  WilUs. 

Mr.  Murray, 

Mr.  Oliver, 

TelUrs. 

Mr.  Pitt, 

Mr.  Acton  Adams, 

Mr.  Rolleston, 

Mr.  Seymour. 

The  Chaibhan  gave   his   casting  vote  with 
the  Noes,  and  the  amendment  was  consequently 
negatived. 

Clause  4. — ^Proceeds  of  sales,  how  applied. 
Question  put,  "  That  the  clause,  as  amended, 
stand  part  of  the  Bill ;"  upon  which  a  division 
was  called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 
Ayes         ...         ...         ...         ...         35 

Noes         25 


Majority  for 


10 


Ayes. 


Mr.  Bain, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Captain  Colbeck, 
Mr.  Dick, 
Mr.  Finn, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  H.  Hirst, 
Mr.  W.  J.  Hurst, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Mason, 
Mr.  Masters, 
Mr.  McDonald, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Oliver, 
Mr.  Pitt, 
Mr.  Pyke, 

Mr.  Andrews, 

Mr.  Ballanoe, 

Mr.  Barron, 

Mr.  Brown, 

Mr.  J.  B.  Fisher, 

Mr.  J.  T.  Fisljcr, 

Mr.  Gisborne, 

Sir  G.  Grey, 

Major  Harris, 

Mr.  Hislop, 

Mr.  Hutchison, 

Mr.  Ireland, 

Mr.  Macandrew, 
The  clause  was  consequently  agreed  to. 
Progress  was  reported. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR  said  the  Committee  re- 
ported progress  with  a  view  to  directing  the  at- 
tention of  Mr.  Speaker  to  the  Bill,  and  asking 
for  his  ruling  on  one  or  two  points.  This  Bill 
was  either  a  money  Bill  or  a  private  Bill.  It 
dealt  with  a  reserve  now  vested  in  the  Governor. 
It  was  proposed  by  the  Bill  to  dispose  of  portions 
of  the  reserve  which  contained  12,000  acres,  and 
to  apply  the  proceeds  to  the  construction  of  a 
specific  road.  It  was  an  appropriation  of  the 
proceeds  of  Crown  lands  for  the  construction  of 
a  road  in  a  certain  district,  and  was  therefore  an 
appropriation  of  public  money  for  public  works, 
and  ought  to  have  been  introduced  by  message  or 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  If  it  were  held 
that  it  was  not  Crown  land,  but  that  the  locality 
was  merely  asking  for  power  to  sell  a  reserve 
vested  in  the  Superintendent  for  a  specific  pur- 
pose, and  to  apply  the  proceeds  to  another  local 
purpose,  the  Bill  must  be  held  to  be  a  private 


Mr.  Rolleston, 
Captain  Russell, 
Mr.  Saunders, 
Mr.  Shanks, 
Mr.  Shephard, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Studholme, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Tomoana, 
Colonel  Trimble, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 
Mr.  Whyte, 
Major  Willis; 
Mr.  Wright. 

Tellers, 
Mr.  Acton  Adams, 
Mr.  Seymour. 

NOKS. 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

Mr.  Moss, 

Mr.  Reid, 

Mr.  Speight, 
I  Mr.  Stewart, 

Mr.  Tainui, 
f  Mr.  Tawhai, 
I  Mr.  Thomson, 
I  Mr.  Tole, 

Mr.  Tumbull. 
Tellers, 

Mr.  De  Lautour, 

Mr.  George. 
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Bill,  and  ought  to  hare  gone  before  the  Examiner 
of  Private  Bills.  He  thought  himself  that  it  was 
a  public  Bill  and  a  money  Bill. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  had  looked  into  the  Bill,  and 
his  opinion  was,  that  it  was  not  a  money  Bill. 
Money  Bills  were  those  of  supply  or  of  ways  and 
means.  It  was  an  ordinary  Bill  dealing  with  a 
portion  of  land  taken  out  of  the  Crown  lands 
and  set  apart  for  a  specific  purpose.  Bills  deal- 
ing with  reserves  had  not  hitherto  been  treated 
as  private  Bills.  The  course  taken  by  the  House 
hitherto,  as  far  as  he  could  judge  from  the  facts 
before  him,  appeared  to  be  quite  regular. 

Mr.  8HR1MSKI  asked  whether  this  Bill 
should  not  be  submitted  to  the  Waste  Lands 
Committee. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  did  not  think  it  was  necessary, 
because  this  land  appeared  from  the  preamble  to 
be  held  under  Crown  grant.  The  land,  having 
reverted  to  the  Governor  under  the  Abolition  of 
Provinces  Act,  did  not  come  under  the  head  ^f 
Crown  land  in  the  ordinary  acceptation,  but  be- 
came vested  in  the  Governor  for  the  same  pur- 
poses as  were  expressed  in  the  grant  to  the 
Superintendent. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR  said  that  perhaps  he  had 
not  made  himself  quite  clear.  If  the  proceeds 
were  still  to  be  devoted  to  the  purpose?  for  which 
the  reserve  was  made,  he  would  not  have  raised 
the  question.  But,  clearly,  by  the  proceeds  not 
being  devoted  to  the  purposes  for  which  the  re- 
serve was  made,  it  was  held  by  the  promoters 
of  the  Bill  not  to  bo  any  longer  devoted  to  that 
purpose;  and  therefore- the  proceeds  were  public 
money.  Of  course  ho  accepted  Mr.  Speaker's 
ruling. 

Mr.  HALL  did  not  think  the  Act  so  distinctly 
appropriated  the  money  for  a  particular  purpose 
as  to  render  further  appropriation  unnecessary. 
It  merely  said,  "The  Governor  shall  apply  the 
moneys"  received  from  the  sale  of  the  land  in  a 
certain  way  ;  but  it  did  not  use  the  ordinary 
words  of  appropriation.  It  was  a  quet«tion 
whether,  for  the  purposes  intended,  it  would  not 
be  nece.-»?ary  to  bring  in  an  Appropriation  Bill. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  on  the  Bill. 

Mr.  GISBORNE  moved  the  addition  of  the 
following  now  clause :  "  Nothing  herein  con- 
tained shall  prejudice  the  lega>  rights  of  holders 
of  existing  leases  within  the  said  reserve." 

Mr.  SHRIMSXI  moved,  That  the  Chairman 
do  leave  the  chair. 

Question  put,  "That  I  do  now  leave  the  chair  ;" 
upon  which  a  division  was  called  for,  with  the 
followi:.g  result : — 

Ayes  ...         ...         ...         ...         13 

Noes  ...         .,.         ...         ...         47 


Majority  against 


34 


Mr.  Barron, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Sir  G.  Grey, 
Major  Hrtrris, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Ireland,     - 
Mr.  Speight, 


Atks. 

Mr.  Stewart, 
,  Mr.  Tainui, 
\  Mr.  Thomson, 
'  I  Sir.  TumbuU. 
Tellers. 
Mr.  Georgo, 
Mr.  Shrimski. 


Noes. 
Mr.  Allwright,  Mr.  McLean, 

Mr.  Andrews,  Mr.  Montgomery, 

Major  Atkinson,  Mr.  Murray, 

Mr.  Bain,  Mr.  Oliver, 

Mr.  Ballance,  Mr.  Bolleston, 

Mr.  Beetham,  Mr.  Saunders, 

Mr.  Bowen,  Mr.  Shanks, 

Mr.  Bryce,  Mr.  Shephard, 

Mr.  Bunny,  Mr.  Stevens, 

Captain  Colbeck,  Mr.  Studholme, 

Mr.  Dick,  I  Mr.  Sutton, 

Mr.  Finn,  Mr.  Swanson, 

Mr.  J.  B.  Fisher,  Mr.  Tole, 

Mr.  Fulton,  Mr.  Tomoana, 

Mr.  Gisbome,  \  Colonel  Trimble, 

Mr.  Hall,  1  Mr.  Wakefield, 

Mr.  H.  Hirst,  '  Mr.  Whitaker, 

Mr.  W.  J.  Hurst,  |  Mr.  Whyte, 

Mr.  Hursthouse,  (  Major  Willis, 

Captain  Kenny,  ,  Mr.  Reader  Wood, 

Mr.  Lundon,  j  Mr.  Wright. 

Mr.  Mason,  I  TeUert. 

Mr.  Masters,  i  Mr.  Pitt, 

Mr.  McDonald,  |  Mr.  Seymour. 

The  amendment  was  consequently  negatived. 
Question  put,  "That  the  proposed  new  clause 
be  added  to  the  Bill;"  upon  which  a  division  wa» 
called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         46 

Noes         11 


34 


Majority  for 

Mr.  Allwright, 
Mr.  Andrews, 
Rfnjor  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Bain, 
^\\\  l!allanco, 
Mr.  BaiTon, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Bunny, 
Captain  Colbeck, 
Mr.  Diet, 
Mr.  Finn, 
Mr.  J.  B.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Fulton, 
Mr.  George, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  H.  Hirst, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Captain  Kenny, 
Mr.  Mason, 
Mr.  Masters, 
Mr.  McDonald, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 

IMr.  De  Lautour, 
Sir  G.  Grey, 
Majdr  Harris, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Lundon, 
Mr.  Stewart, 

The  amendment  was  consequently  agreed  to, 
and  the  clause  added  to  the  Bill. 

The  Bill  was  reported,  with  amendment 8. 


Aybs.  "■ 

Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Oliver, 
Mr.  O'Rorke, 
Mr.  Pitt. 
Mr.  RoUeston, 
Mr.  Saunders, 
Mr.  Seddon, 
Mr.  Shanks, 
Mr.  Shephard, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Studholme, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Tomoana, 
Colonel  Trimble, 
Mr.  Turnbull, 
Mr.  Wakefield, 
Mr.  Wliitaker, 
Mr.  Whyte, 
Major  Willis. 
Tellen, 
Mr.  Gisbome, 
Mr.  Seymour. 

Nobs. 

Mr.  Tainui, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tole. 

Tellers. 
Mr.  Ireland, 
Mr.  Shrimski. 


Mr.  JJe  Lautour 
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WANGANUI   ENDOWED  SCHOOL   BILL. 

On  the  motion  for  going  into  Committee  on 
this  Bill, 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  would  like  to  aak  th^  honor- 
able member  in  charge  of  the  Bill  whether  he  did 
not  think  it  would  be  right  that  the  evidence 
which  was  taken  before  the  Committee  should  be 
printed  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  honorable 
members  before  the  Bill  went  into  Committee. 
The  Bill  was  much  altered  from  the  form  in 
which  it  was  originally  submitted  to  the  House. 
It  was  well  known  that  he  (Mr.  Bollest^n)  had 
taken  considerable  interest  in  this  matter.  He 
regretted  that  he  was  not  able  to  be  present 
throughout  the  deliberations  of  the  Committee ; 
but  he  had  had  the  adyantage  of  reading  the 
report  of  the  proceedings  and  the  minutes  of 
evidence.  Other  honorable  members  genorallj 
had  not  had  that  advantage.  The  Bill  was  no 
doubt  conceived  in  the  spirit  of  doing  a  very 
great  good;  but,  for  his  own  part,  he  did  not 
think  that  the  proposal  of  the  Bill  originally,  or 
even  as  it  was  amended,  was  calculated  to  bring 
about  that  good  in  a  proper  way.  He  thought, 
first  of  all,  that  they  ought  to  be  exceedingly 
careful  how  they  interfered  with  trusts.  Looking 
at  the  thing  broadly,  what  could  they  hope  in  the 
future  from  the  devotion  of  property  to  trusts 
of  this  kind  if  they  were  to  bo  subject  to  be  set 
aside  by  the  House  on  no  well-defined  principle  ? 
There  was  no  doubt  that  this  trust,  as  he  said 
before  when  the  Bill  was  under  discussion,  re- 
quired revision  ;  that,  in  common  with  a  number 
of  other  trusts  held  by  different  religious  bodies 
in  this  country,  it  was  not  at  present  in  a  satis- 
factory position ;  and  that  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  House  to  make  provision  for  putting  those 
trusts  in  a  proper  position,  for  uefining  them 
properly,  and  enabling  them  to  be  utilized  for 
the  purposes  for  which  they  were  originally  in- 
tended. This  Bill  proposed  to  reconstitute  the 
Board  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  tru&t ; 
whereas  the  whole  of  the  evidence,  as  ho  read  it, 
went  to  show,  or  attempted  to  show,  that  the 
trust  had  not  been,  and  could  not  be,  carried  out 
under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  that, 
therefore,  the  nearest  approximation  to  giving 
effect  to  the  original  intention  was  timt  which 
it  was  the  business  of  the  trust  to  provide  for. 
And  after  reading  the  evidence  he  must  express 
his  opinion  that  the  utmost  had  been  done  by  the 
trustees  to  fulfil  the  trust.  Whether  they  had 
been  successful  or  not  was  a  question  of  degree ; 
but  certainly  the  intention  had  been  to  carry  out 
the  objects  of  the  trust :  and,  if  that  had  not  been 
thoroughly  accomplished,  it  had  been  because  the 
trustees  had  been  interfered  with  by  circumstances 
over  which  they  had  no  control.  If  the  House 
adopted  the  proposals  contained  in  tbia  Bill,  they 
would  be  introducing  a  very  dangerous  precedent. 
The  original  proposal  was  to  appoint  trustees 
under  this  Act,  who  should  be  nominated  by  the 
Governor.  The  Select  Committee  had  modified 
that  to  the  effect  that  five  of  the  trustees  should 
be  elected  by  the  Synod  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land and  four  by  the  Education  Board.  Now, 
the  question  that  came  prominently  before  the 
Committee  was  this :  What  was  the  original  inten- 


tion with  regard  to  this  trust  ?  Wa?  it  intended 
that  it  should  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Church  of 
England?  He  thought  the  whole  of  the  evidence, 
and  especially  that  of  the  honorable  member  for 
the  Thames  (Sir  Qt.  Grey),  went  unmistakably  to 
show  that  it  was  intended  that  this  trust  should 
be  administered  by  the  Church  of  England,  and 
on  that  account  it  was  vested  in  the  Bishop  of 
New  Zealand  and  his  successors.  He  was  not 
going  to  enter  now  into  the  broad  question  of 
these  religious  trusts  in  connection  with  school 
work.  He  had  only  to  address  himself  to  the 
point  of  whether  it  was  advisable  to  break  through 
trusts  under  any  circumstances  until  those  trusts 
had  been  shown  to  be  utterly  mismanaged,  and  to 
be  incapable  of  carrying  out  the  original  design. 
As  he  understood  it,  the  original  design  of  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames  in  granting 
these  trusts  to  the  different  religious  bodies  was 
this  :  Before  there  was  a  national  system  of  pri- 
mary education  such  as  that  which  now  existed, 
he  did  not  iiold  that  it  was  advisable  that  all 
these  trusts  should  be  in  one  particular  groove, 
and  he  intrusted  the  properties  to  religious 
bodies,  lie  was  promoting  a  diversified  system 
which  would  work  in  the  same  general  direction 
for  the  culture  and  education  of  the  people. 
That  was  the  original  trust.  The  question  was, 
how  far  that  trust  had  failed  of  its  purpose,  and, 
if  it  had  failed,  how  a  remedy  was  to  be  applied. 
He  thought  the  evidence  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  the  Thames  went  distinctly  to  prove  that, 
if  they  were  to  have  a  change  of  trust,  they 
ought  not  to  proceed  except  on  some  general  prin- 
ciple applicable  to  all  bimilar  trusts  created  at  the 
same  time ;  and  for  his  own  part  he  was  of  opinion 
that  there  ought  to  be  some  principle  adopted 
which  would  define  these  trusts,  and  so  far  modify 
them  as  to  meet  the  changed  circumstances  of 
the  country,  and  make  them  can*y  out,  as  nearly 
as  possible,  the  original  intention.  It  was  im- 
possible, he  believed,  under  existing  circumstances 
to  attempt  to  establibh  the  industrial  system  that 
was  originally  intended.  There  was  little  hope, 
so  far  as  they  could  see  at  present,  that  children 
of  the  different  races  in  the  Pacific  Islands  would 
be  educated  in  these  schools.  Therefore  he 
thought  that  a  Bill  which  only  dealt  partially 
with  this  subject,  which  did  not  profess  so  to 
modify  the  trust  as  to  make  it  applicable  to  exist- 
ing times,  and  only  proposed  to  alter  the  consti- 
tution of  the  trust,  was  not  a  measure  that  should 
be  supported  as  an  isolated  Bill.  What  they 
wanted  was  a  Bill  to  enable  them  more  properly 
to  deal  with  the  terms  of  these  trusts,  to  give 
power  to  modify  them  in  an  inexpensive  manner, 
and  to  bring  the  trusts  into  harmony  with  the 
circumstances  of  the  present  day.  He  did  not 
think  the  Bill  as  now  proposed  would  do  that, 
and  he  would  ask  the  honorable  member  for 
Wanganui,  in  the  interests  of  a  very  large  ques- 
tion, not  to  force  this  on  at  the  present  time. 
For  his  own  part  he  was  quite  sure  that  the 
question  would  not  remain  long  in  abeyance.  It 
had  to  be  dealt  with,  but  much  more  compre- 
hejidively  and  upon  much  broader  principles  than 
was  proposed  by  this  Bill.  They  had  g*)t  the 
whole  question  of  secondary  educatiou  now  under 
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consideration.  Let  them  deal  with  that  question, 
not  hj  taking  isolated  cases,  but  upon  some  gene* 
ral  principle.  He  did  not  like  this  Bill,  and  he 
hoped  the  honorable  member  would  not  force  it 
on.  He  thought  it  was  wrong  in  principle,  und 
it  proposed  to  establish  a  precedent  which  would 
affect  the  country  from  one  end  to  the  other,  and 
affect  it,  ns  he  thought,  injuriouslj. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  said  this  estate  of  250  acres 
would  in  the  course  of  a  few  years  be  worth  a 
Tery  large  sum  of  money.  It  appeared  to  him 
that  the  trust  had  been  departed  from  in  many 
important  respects.  As  he  understood,  it  was 
made  for  the  benefit  of  the  children  of  indigent 
parents,  orphans,  and  destitute  children.  Now, 
considering  the  limited  provision  which  existed  in 
the  colony  for  this  object,  it  was,  in  his  opinion,  a 
great  mistake  to  alter  the  trust  in  the  slightest 
degree  from  its  original  purpose  and  devote  it 
to  higher  education.  Large  sums  of  money  were 
expended  in  the  maintenance  of  an  industrial 
.school  and  orphanage  at  Canterbury,  to  which 
also  children  from  Napier  and  other  parts  of  the 
North  Island  were  sent ;  and,  if  it  were  possible  to 
improve  this  Wanganui  trust  so  that  it  might 
be  used  for  the  benefit  of  the  popr,  it  would  be 
far  l>etter  to  do  so  than  to  allow  it  to  be  devoted 
towards  the  maintenance  of  the  present  school. 
It  shonld  become  what  it  was  intended  to  be 
— an  institution  for  the  education  of  poor  and 
destitute  children.  There  being  no  institution 
of  that  kind  on  the  North  Island,  this  would  be  a 
favourable  opportunity  for  establishing  one. 

Mr.  BRYCE  hoped  this  Bill  would  become 
law,  and  that  the  House  would  not  consent  to 
postpone  it  any  further.  The  argument  of  his 
honorable  colleague  was  a  very  old  one :  "  The 
time  is  inopportune.  If  you  wait  a  bit  something 
will  be  done.  The  question  can  remain  in  abey- 
ance.*' They  had  got  accustomed  to  that  argu- 
ment, with  regard  both  to  this  and  to  many 
other  measures.  This  was  an  old  question  in 
the  House.  It  had  been  before  the  House,  and 
before  Select  Committees  of  the  House,  many 
a  time.  When  it  was  first  brought  before  the 
House  the  question  was  shelved  for  a  time.  It 
was  referred  to  a  Select  Committee,  which  re- 
ported in  favour  of  altering  the  conditions  of  the 
trust — that  was  to  say,  so  far  as  the  management 
of  the  trust  was  concerned.  Notwithstanding 
that  report  the  matter  was  shelved  by  the  H6use. 
They  knew  very  well  that  where  vested  interests 
of  this  kind  were  concerned  there  was  the  greatest 
difficulty  in  getting  an  alteration  made  or  any 
improvement  effected  for  the  better  ;  and,  when 
every  other  argument  failed,  it  was  said,  "  Oh ! 
the  time  is  inopportune.  Wait  a  bit."  He 
hoped  the  House  would  wait  no  longer.  When 
the  Bill  was  brought  in  this  session,  and  it  was 
seen  that  there  was  a  disposition  on  the  part 
of  the  House  to  carry  it  through,  what  was 
the  course  adopted,  and  particularly  by  his 
honorable  colleague  the  Minister  of  Lands  ? 
He  said,  '*  Wait  a  bit.  Send  it  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee. Let  a  Select  Committee  examine  it." 
Thai  course  having  been  adopted,  and  the  Bill 
having  been  referred  to  a  Committee,  the  honor- 
able gentleman  was  morally  bound  by  ita  decision, 
Mr,  MoUeston 


especially  as  he  was  a  member  of  the  Committee. 
It  had  given  its  verdict ;  but  the  honorable  mem- 
ber now  said  that  the  time  was  inopportune,  and 
did  his  best  to  upset  the  decision.  His  opinion 
was,  that  the  position  taken  up  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  was  altogether  untenable ;  for  he  was 
firmly  convinced  that  the  Bill  would  effect  a  very 
great  improvement  in  the  management  of  the 
trust.  His  honorable  colleague  could  not  sup- 
pose from  the  evidence  that  the  trust  had  been 
well  managed.  All  the  evidence  led  to  the  op- 
posite conclusion.  The  great  grievance  was,  that 
the  trustees  were  absentees — none  of  them  lived 
near  the  spot ;  and  the  Bill  proposed  to  make  a 
great  improvement  in  that  respect.  It  laid  down 
provisions  under  which  the  trustees  would  be 
elected  from  amongst  the  inhabitants  of  the 
locality;  and  it  gave  the  Church  of  England, 
whose  battle  was  now  being  fought  in  the  House, 
a  power  quite  equal  to  what  it  deserved,  and,  in 
his  opinion,  a  great  deal  more  than  it  deserved. 
Considering  its  past  management  of  the  trust, 
the  Church  of  England  had  no  right  to  be  con- 
sidered in  the  matter  at  all.  Under  the  Bill 
it  had  been  treated  in  a  most  liberal  manner, 
and  he  was  astonished  that  his  honorable  col- 
league did  not  accept  the  Bill  in  the  shape  in 
which  it  was  passed  by  the  Committee.  He 
hoped  the  House  would  go  on  with  the  Bill,  and 
pass  it  by  such  an  overwhelming  majority  that 
there  would  be  little  doubt  of  its  becoming  law. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE  said  that  if  this  were  a 
merely  local  Bill  he  should  leave  it  to  be  dealt 
with  wholly  by  the  gentlemen  immediately  inter- 
ested in  it ;  but  it  seemed  to  him  that  there  was 
a  principle  involved  in  it  which  applied  to  all 
similar  trusts  throughout  the  colony.  His  ob- 
jection to  it  was,  that  it  gave  to  a  religious  body 
far  too  much  power.  He  thought  it  would  be 
better  to  eliminate  the  theological  element  from 
it  altogether ;  but  he  supposed  its  promoters  had 
accepted  the  best  terms  they  could  get.  He 
trusted  the  principle  which  was  substantially 
affirmed  in  the  Bill  would  be  applied  to  all  simi- 
lar trusts  throughout  the  colony. 

Sir  Q-.  G-BEY  could  not  agree  with  the  pro- 
posals contained  in  this  Bill,  and  was  sorry  to 
differ  from  the  views  expressed  by  the  Native 
Minister.  The  honorable  gentleman's  reasoning 
rather  pointed  in  an  opposite  direction  to  that 
which  he  wished  members  of  the  House  to 
take.  The  fact  of  the  matter  was,  that  this 
was  only  one  of  a  large  number  of  trusts 
which  were  made  about  the  same  time.  It  was 
thought  desirable  at  a  very  early  period  in  the 
history  of  the  colony  to  provide  charitable  in- 
stitutions at  which  orphans  and  children  of 
destitute  parents  might  receive  a  fitting  educa- 
tion. At  that  time  there  was  no  great  system  of 
national  education  in  the  colony,  nor  were  there 
funds  by  which  such  a  system  could  be  established. 
In  these  circumstances  it  was  thought  advisable, 
as  the  education  of  young  children  vrai  the  object 
finally  aimed  at,  to  place  considerable  endow- 
ments in  the  hands  of  the  various  religious  bodies 
which  were  actively  engaged  in  Christian  work  in 
this  colony.  The  principal  rehgious  bodies  so 
engaged  were  the  Church  of  Sngl^d,  the  Boman 
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Catholic  Churchi  and  tho  Wesleyan  body,  \?lio 
all  had  extensive  missions  here.  There  were 
large  numbers  of  clergymen  resident  in  this 
oountrj,  who  had  to  perform  a  very  great  work. 
They  not  only  had  very  large  Native  congre- 
gations, but  they  had  a  great  number  of  Chris- 
tian adherents  from  the  islands  in  the  Pacific 
Ocean.  Considerable  numbers  of  children  were 
brought  from  the  islands  in  those  days  to  receive 
their  education  in  New  Zealand,  and  under  those 
circumstances  grants  were  made  to  those  bodies 
on  the  express  condition  that  religious  instruc- 
tion should  be  given  ;  and  not  only  that,  but  they 
were  to  give  them  such  industrial  training  as 
would  fit  them  to  learn  trades  when  they  went 
out  into  the  world.  The  bodies  to  which  these 
grants  were  made  had  performed  very  great  ser- 
vices in  this  country.  They  had  spent  very  large 
sums  of  money  in  New  Zealand  ;  they  had  sent  a 
very  large  number  of  clergymen  out  ;  they  had 
supported  their  institutions  entirely  at  the  cost 
of  persons  living  in  Europe ;  and  the  sums  fur- 
nished were  so  largo  that,  if  a  return  showing 
the  amount  were  laid  before  the  House,  mem- 
bers would  be  surprised.  These  sums  were 
furnished  by  persons  in  various  parts  of  Europe 
— not  in  England  alone ;  and  ho  was  certain 
that,  if  members  of  that  House  could  have 
witnessed  what  was  accomplished  in  those  days, 
they  would  agree  that  very  great  credit  was 
due  to  those  gentlemen,  who,  laying  aside  all 
the  charms  of  civilized  life,  the  comforts  to 
which  they  were  accustomed  in  the  Old  World, 
came  out  here  and  exposed  themselves  to  the 
dangers  and  privations  to  be  encountered  in 
the  early  days  of  this  colony,  and  ministered  to 
the  population  in  every  part  of  New  Zealand. 
He  was  not  prepared  to  say  that  those  trusts 
were  the  best  for  the  country  in  its  present 
state.  He  agreed  with  the  honorable  member  for 
Timaru  that,  before  abolishing  great  charitable 
trusts  which  were  made  for  the  future  orphans  of 
this  country,  before  sweeping  away  the  means  of 
educating  the  destitute  children  of  the  future, 
and  of  raising  tham  to  a  degree  of  knowledge 
which  would  enable  them  to  fulfil  their  duties  in 
this  world,  they  should  consider  well  what  they 
were  doing.  The  whole  subject  was  h>  large  that 
it  should  receive  the  full  and  careftd  considera- 
tion of  Parliament.  Consideration  should  be 
given  to  the  question  as  a  whole.  It  should  be 
viewed  in  reference  to  the  system  of  education 
now  established  in  the  colony,  and  should  be  made 
co-ordinate  with  it,  so  that  it  would  work  in  with 
it.  Above  all  things,  these  trusts  should  not  be 
dealt  with  piecemeal.  If  they  were  dealt  with  in 
that  manner,  each  locality  in  which  these  trusts 
were  situated  would  come  down  to  the  House  and, 
by  such  a  Bill  as  this,  get  institutions  established 
for  the  benefit  of  the  inhabitante  of  the  particular 
locality,  and  not  in  the  interests  of  New  2iealand 
as  a  wnole.  As  to  this  particular  trust,  it  might 
be  thought  that  it  was  a  very  considerable  en- 
dowment for  the  charitable  purposes  of  Wanga- 
nui ;  but  he  believed  the  Town  of  Wanganui 
would  become  one  of  the  most  important  places 
in  New  Zealand.  The  situation  of  Wanganui 
would  turn  out  greatly  to  its  advantage.    It  was 
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situated  at  the  mouth  of  a  very  large  river, 
which  could  be  made  navigable  for  large  vessels, 
and  was  bounded  north  and  south  by  country  of 
extraordinary  fertility.  The  river  led  up  into  a 
rich  volcanic  country,  with  snow-covered  moun- 
tains. The  Wanganui  District  was  n^  rich  as 
any  one  of  those  inlands  in  the  Atlantic  which 
were  called  the  Fortunate  Islands.  It  exactly 
resembled  them  in  its  mountains,  its  soil,  its 
climate,  and  in  every  favourable  circumstance 
which  they  possessed,  and,  in  addition,  it  bad 
this  great  river  running  down  to  the  sea,  which 
he  had  no  doubt  would  hereafter  become  a 
harbour  of  very  considerable  importance.  It  sur- 
passed almost  every  other  part  of  the  country  he 
knew  of  in  raising  products  of  a  great  variety  of 
kinds ;  and  those  who  knew  the  Waimate,  the 
Bangitikei,  and  the  Manawatu  Districts,  and  the 
whole  country  from  which  the  Wanganui  River 
springs,  would  admit  that  it  was  capable  of 
raising  almost  every  product  which  was  considered 
valuable  to  mankind.  Wanganui  must  become 
a  populous  place,  and  the  number  of  children 
there  who  would  require  care  -  in  their  infancy 
through  the  loss  of  their  parents  would  probably 
be  very  large  indeed,  lie  did  not  believe  this 
endowment  would  bo  at  all  too  large  for  the 
charitable  purposes  named  in  the  Bill.  He  would 
turn  next  to  the  allegation  that  the  trust  had 
been  abused.  The  accounts  of  that,  he  thought, 
were  exaggerated,  and,  under  any  circumstances, 
that  House  was  not  a  proper  tribunal  to  fix  tho 
penalty  for  an  offence  of  that  kind.  The  rule 
followed  by  all  civilized  nations  should  be  fol- 
lowed by  them — namely,  that  if  such  an  accusa- 
tion was  apparently  established  the  Courts  of  the 
country  snould  be  appealed  to.  The  Courts 
should  decide  whether  the  trust  had  been  carried 
out  as  far  as  possible  in  the  manner  in  which  the 
original  grantor  intended.  Then,  if  a  variation 
of  the  trust  was  to  take  place,  the  Courts  of  tho 
country  should  decide  what  that  variation  should 
be.  They  were  above  all  influences.  He  felt 
perfectly  certain  that,  if  these  great  trusts  were  to 
be  dealt  with  piecemeal  in  the  manner  he  had 
spoken  of,  they  would  more  or  less  be  dealt  with 
in  a  party  spirit :  that  was  to  say,  gentlemen  who 
expected  to  be  returned  by  the  constituencies 
would  be  required  to  give  pledges  on  the  subject; 
ihey  would  be  required  to  take  the  view  of  their 
constituents,  and  would  be  obliged  to  make  cer- 
tain concessions :  so  that  the  matter  would  not  be 
dealt  with  in  the  fair  and  impartial  spirit  which 
was  requisite  under  the  circumstances.  Then  he 
would  again  point  out  that  there  were  a  great 
number  of  trusts  of  this  kind  held  by  the  dif- 
ferent religious  bodies  throughout  the  colony; 
and,  if  they  took  away  one,  must  they  not  take 
them  all  away  ?  He  felt  certain  that  some 
excuse  would  be  found  for  taking  away  by  de- 
grees all  the  other  properties  which  were  held 
in  trust.  He  had  no  doubt  that  it  could  be 
shown  in  every  case  that  some  breach  or  other 
had  taken  place.  Did  not  James  II.  discover 
that  in  some  form  every  one  of  the  great  bodies 
at  Oxford  had  violated  their  trusts  P  It  wai 
then  proposed  to  deal  with  them  in  a  similar 
manner — not,   certainly,  through    the   Legi^- 
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ture,  but  the  Grown  itself  proposed  to  act.  Still, 
the  Legislature  of  this  colony  had  no  more  right 
to  act  in  a  case  of  this  kind  than  the  Crown.  If 
the  Legislature  intended  to  act,  let  it  not  be 
on  the  report  of  a  Commission,  but  on  evidence 
token  in  the  Courts  of  the  country,  and  after 
learned  Judges  had  giyen  a  decision  upon  that 
eyidence.  Then,  if  the  necessity  for  legislatiye 
interference  arose,  let  it  take  place.  That  was 
the  course  which  he  thought  should  be  followed 
in  the  case  of  single  trusts  complained  of.  If, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  Legislature  thought — and 
of  course  the  Legislature  could  form  the  best 
opinion  upon  the  subject — that,  howerer  advis- 
able the  trusts  may  have  been  at  the  time  they 
were  established,  still,  owing  to  a  great  nation^ 
system  of  education  having  been  initiated,  the 
question  of  educational  trusts  sliould  be  recon- 
sidered, let  it  be  considered  as  one  general  ques- 
tion. In  that  way  great  good  might  be  done,  and 
enormous  properties  might  be  made  co-ordinate 
with  and  to  fall  in  with  the  national  system. 
But  it  would  be  very  different  if  these  trusts 
were  broken  up  piecemeal,  giring  each  to  a  local 
body,  as  was  proposed  in  this  BiU.  For  that  was 
what  the  Bill  meant :  because  the  trustees  ap- 
pointed under  it  must  be  a  certain  number  of 
persons  coming  from  Wanganui ;  and  the  choice 
would  be  very  limited.  If  that  were  once 
done  the  Legislature  would  find  it  very  difficult 
ever  to  get  the  property  back  again,  considering 
the  interests  that  woiUd  be  created  throughout 
the  country,  with  which  it  would  be  very  difficult 
to  contend.  The  Legislature  had  power  to  deal 
with  these  trusts  as  a  whole,  and  he  would  n^k 
the  House  not  to  give  up  that  power.  He  would 
also  ask  it  not  to  punish  a  religious  body — for 
that  was  the  way  in  which  the  Native  Minister 
put  it — by  taking  away  from  it  that  which  was 
given  to  it  many  years  ago  in  consideration  of  the 
good  work  it  was  doing.  The  Legislature  should 
act  fairly  and  justly  in  the  matter.  Let  it  go 
before  the  Courts,  and  let  the  Courts  decide 
whether  the  trust  had  been  so  violated  that  it 
should  be  taken  away  from  the  trustees.  That 
was  the  fairest  way ;  or  else  to  deal  with  the 
matter  as  a  whole,  if  the  Legislature  intended  to 
deal  with  it  at  all.  It  should  not  be  dealt  with 
in  a  piecemeal  form,  because  that  would  be  bad 
on  political  grounds,  and,  what  was  worse,  on 
grounds  of  lust  ice.  It  would  be  striking  a  blow 
at  every  body  that  held  a  trust  like  this.  They 
would  know  that  certainly  some  excuse  would  be 
found  for  taking  away  their  property  from  them, 
as  it  was- now  proposed  to  take  this  property  from 
a  Bishop  of  the  Church  of  £ng1and.  They  would 
feel  no  certainty  of  the  property  being  left  in 
their  hands,  and  therefore  their  efforts  would 
relax.  It  would  be  better  to  place  the  whole 
matter  under  one  system  than  pursue  a  per- 
nicious plan  such  as  the  Legislature  was  now 
asked  to  enter  upon. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  had  listened  with  very 
great  care  to  the  speech  of  the  honorable  member 
for  the  Thames ;  but  he  did  not  think  any  argu- 
ment had  been  advanced  in  it  showing  that  the 
House  should  not  proceed  with  this  Bill,  and 
make  it  law  as  speedily  as  possible.  He  had 
Sir  G.  Orey 


learned  for  the  first  time  conclusively  that  this 
trust  was  given  to  the  Bishop  of  New  Zealand  for 
the  Church  of  England.  Having  taken  a  great 
interest  in  this  trust  for  a  considerable  time,  he 
had  always  been  under  the  impression  th&t  the 
trust  was  given  to  the  Bishop  of  New  Zealand 
rather  because  he  was  the  one  man  in  the  colony 
to  whom  such  a  trust  could  be  given,  than  that  it 
should  be  held  by  him  for  the  use  of  the  Church 
of  England.  However,  no  person  could  give  so 
correct  an  opinion  upon  that  point  as  the  origin^ 
grantor  himself;  and  therefore  nothing  more 
remained  to  be  said  in  that  respect.  But  he 
could  not  think  that  the  teaching  was  to  be  con- 
fined to  children  of  the  Church  of  England  ex- 
clusively ;  and  therefore  he  took  it  that,  so  far, 
the  trust  had  failed  very  greatly,  because  the 
whole  teaching  and  the  whole  conduct  of  this 
school  from  the  beginning  had  been  exclusively 
of  a  denominational  character.  He  could  under- 
stand now  why  the  Minister  of  Lands  felt  so 
strongly  on  the  subject,  because  that  honorable 
gentleman  was  exclusively  a  denominationaliat, 
and  so  wished  to  continue  that  system. 

Mr.  EOLLESTON  did  not  wbh  anything  of 
the  kind,  and  had  always  voted  in  the  oppoeite 
direction. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  was  therefore  not  correct 
in  his  supposition ;  but,  from  the  strong  protest 
the  honorable  gentleman  made  on  the  part  of  the 
Church  of  England,  he  had  thought  differently. 
It  certainly  was  not  intended  that  this  trust 
should  be  used  for  the  children  of  the  richer 
people  of  the  district  j  and  yet  his  experience  of 
this  institution  was,  that  it  had  been  solely  a 
high  school  for  a  long  time.  It  was  intended  for 
the  children  of  the  poor,  and  that  they  should  get 
not  only  religious  teaching,  but  also  industrial 
training.  Now,  he  had  been  watching  the  school 
for  many  years,  and  ho  had  never  seen  any  in- 
dustrial training  given  in  it.  There  was  also 
to  be  instruction  in  English,  and,  if  his  ideas 
served  him  right,  that  instruction  was  meant  for 
children  of  the  Native  race,  and  he  thought  Sir 
George  Grey  must  have  had  them  very  largely  in 
his  mind  when  he  made  this  grant ;  but,  cer- 
tainly, the  Native  race  had  had  no  benefit  from 
the  school  in  any  shape  or  form.  The  House 
was  therefore  brought  back  to  this  point:  that 
the  Select  Committee  had  made  a  very  fair  com- 
promise between  the  Church  of  England  and  the 
general  public  in  the  matter,  and  had  given  the 
Church  of  England  a  fair  majority  on  the  Board. 
Looking  at  the  manner  in  which  the  trust  had 
hitherto  been  managed,  and  at  the  whole  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  he  thought  this  Bill 
was  an  exceedingly  fair  compromise  between  the 
parties.  With  regard  to  the  argument  that  the 
Legislature  should  deal  with  the  whole  subject 
of  these  trusts  at  once,  they  had  heard  some- 
thing on  the  previous  evening  about  dealing  with 
questions  on  broad  principles,  and  now  it  was  on 
"comprehensive  principles."  For  his  part  be 
thought  it  would  be  better  to  carry  out  any  re- 
form they  could  just  now,  and  then  do  something 
more  afterwards.  If  this  was  a  step  in  the  right 
direction,  let  them  take  it,  and  then  afterwards 
deal  with  other  similar  matters  one  by  one.    He 
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was  satisfied,  if  tbe  Legislature  took  them  all  up 
oomprehensively,  nothing  would  be  done,  and 
therefore  he  hoped  the  House  would  deal  with  this 
case,  and  perhaps  it  might  be  an  example  for  other 
trusts.  He  was  conTiuced  this  trust  required  to 
be  Tery  carefully  looked  into.  He  made  these 
remarks  because  he  had  taken  a  great  interest  in 
the  trust  for  many  years,  and  he  was  conyinced  it 
had  not  been  properly  carried  out.  Even  if  it 
had  been  an  exclusirely  Church  of  England  grant, 
it  was  badly  managed.  It  was  badly  managed 
financially,  and  it  was  badly  managed  for  the  sake 
of  the  town  in  which  it  was  situated.  It  had 
actually  stopped  the  progress  of  the  town.  The 
grant  was  near  the  centre  of  the  town,  and  the 
trustees,  not  living  near  the  place,  took  no  active 
interest  in  it,  and  really  restricted  the  progress 
of  the  town.  They  would  not  even  open  up 
streets  to  get  at  their  own  property.  Looking  at 
the  subject  from  all  aspects,  he  hoped  the  Bill 
would  soon  become  law. 

Mr.  MACANDEE  W,  as  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee who  attended  all  its  meetings,  who  took 
Bome  little  interest  in  the  matter,  and  who  en- 
deavoured to  look  at  it  dispassionately,  might  say 
that  he  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  this  Bill 
was  a  fair  and  proper  compromise.  He  had  at 
one  time  held  the  views  expressed  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  the  Thames  (Sir  G.  Grey),  but, 
looking  at  the  matter  in  all  its  bearings,  he  did 
not  see  the  evils  in  the  measure  which  the  honor- 
able gentleman  anticipated.  The  grant  said  that 
the  trust  was  made  for  children  of  all  races, 
and  was  not  confined  to  children  of  the  Church 
of  England.  The  Bill  did  not  abolish  the  trust 
nor  did  it  disturb  its  terms.  They  would  re- 
main just  as  they  were  before.  All  the  Bill  did 
was  to  localize  the  administration  and  utilize  the 
endowment.  When  honorable  members  reflected 
that  here  was  a  property  which  yielded  £700  a 
year,  and  was  likely  to  yield  £3,000  or  £4,000, 
and  yet  for  years  past  it  had  only  been  educating 
twenty-five  children,  each  of  whom  had  (o  pay 
school  fees  to  the  extent  of  £7  or  £8  a  year,  they 
must  see  that  it  was  time  something  was  done  to 
turn  the  trust  to  more  practical  account.  He 
hoped  the  House  would  pass  the  Bill  as  it  now 
stood.  He  could  not  see  anything  in  the  shape 
of  confiscation  in  it,  and  he  believed  that  it  would 
really  give  effect  to  the  original  objects  and  inten- 
tions of  the  trust. 

Mr.  BO  WEN  was  sorry  the  honorable  member 
for  the  Thames  had  not  attended  the  meetings  of 
the  Committee,  as  the  honorable  gentleman  held 
some  views  which  he  confessed  he  would  hare 
liked  to  hear  vindicated  at  those  meetings.  Of 
course  there  had  been  a  great  deal  of  discussion 
and  differences  of  opinion  in  the  Committee  as  to 
the  Bill,  and  the  result  had  been  an  unsatisfactory 
report.  He  would  like  to  say  a  few  words  with 
regard  to  what  had  been  said  by  one  or  two  honor- 
able gentlemen  in  relation  to  the  trust.  The 
honorable  member  for  Wellington  City  said  that 
only  children  of  the  Church  of  England  had  been 
educated  at  the  school ;  but  the  evidence  went 
to  show  that  that  was  not  the  case. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  explained  that  what  he 
meant  was,  that  the  whole  training  and  teaching 


of  the  school  was  in  accordance  with  Church  of 
England  tenets. 

Mr.  BOWEN  said  that,  as  he  understood  it, 
the  trustees  had  been  careful  to  provide  that  the 
teaching  should  be  such  as  not  to  offend  the 
parents  of  children  of  other  denominations. 
Practically,  children  had  been  educated  in  the 
school  of  other  denominations  besides  the  Church 
of  England  —  in  fact,  all  the  children  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Wanganui  who  wished  to  attend. 
There  was  no  doubt  that  in  some  respects  the 
trust  might  have  been  better  managed;  but  it 
must  be  remembered  that  the  trustees  had  had 
to  struggle  with  all  the  difficult  times  of  the 
colony,  and  it  was  only  now  that  this  property 
was  beginning  to  prove  to  bo  of  very  great 
value.  As  in  many  other  cases,  in  regard  to 
secular  as  well  as  religious  trusts,  it  had  been 
found  in  the  early  days  of  the  colony  that  it 
was  an  exceedingly  difficult  thing  to  utilize  the 
resources  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  trustees 
to  the  best  advantage.  For  instance,  he  noticed 
in  the  evidence  that  the  management  of  a  hos- 
pital trust  in  the  same  district  had  also  been 
impugned,  and  it  had  been  alleged  that  the  finan- 
cial management  of  this  trust  had  been  quite  as 
unsatisfactory  as  that  of  the  school  trust.  But 
with  regard  to  the  future,  it  must  be  remem- 
bered that  it  was  a  very  serious  thing  indeed  to 
meddle  with  a  trust  at  all,  or  to  take  away  the 
property  of  a  trust,  unless  it  was  shown  that  it 
had  been  greatly  abused.  Now,  he  did  not  think 
that  any  one  would  say,  on  reading  the  evidence, 
that  it  bad  been  shown  that  this  trust  had  been 
greatly  abused.  The  Committee  came  to  the 
conclusion — he  might  say,  unanimously — that  the 
trust  had  been  necessarily  departed  from,  because 
an  absolutely  literiil  execution  of  its  conditions 
was  impossible.  Totally  different  circumstances 
had  arisen  since  the  trust  was  created,  and  the 
honorable  gentleman  who  was  chiefly  responsible 
for  the  trust  had  stated  that  circumstances  had  so 
completely  altered  that  the  original  conditions 
laid  down  could  not  possibly  have  been  fulfilled. 
Under  these  circumstances,  he  thought  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  country  to  deal  very  tenderly  with 
any  departure  from  the  purposes  of  the  trust, 
if  it  was  seen  that  it  had  been  adminbtered  with 
a  bond  fide  desire  to  fulfil  its  conditions  as  nearly 
as  possible.  He  certainly  thought  that  a  better 
mode  of  management  could  be  adopted  in  the 
conduct  of  the  business  of  the  school,  and,  in 
considering  what  this  should  be,  they  should  look 
a  Utile  further  than  this  particular  institution. 
There  were  several  of  these  trusts,  belonging  to 
different  denominations — trusts  belonging  to  the 
Roman  Catholics,  to  the  Wesleyans,  and  to 
other  denominations,  besides  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land. Now,  they  had  to  look  forward  in  the 
future  to  schools  which  would  be  some  link 
between  the  primary  education  provided  by  the 
country  and  the  University  teaching  which  they 
hoped  to  see  carried  on  here.  He  thought  they 
all — at  least,  many  of  them— held  that  it  would 
be  a  very  bad  thing  for  the  country  if  the  whole 
training  of  the  youth  of  the  colony  were  drawn 
into  one  groove — if  they  had  a  system  of  teach- 
ing liJce  the  lifcie  system  in  France,  which  tended 
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to  cist  the  children  of  the  State  all  in  one  mould. 
Herbert  Spencer,  who  was  a  rery  decided  Liberal 
in  his  views  on  most  social  questions,  was  quite 
right  when  he  said  that  it  was  a  necessary  eril 
that  the  State  should  haye  to  interfere  at  all  in 
the  matter  of  education.  They  all  agreed  that 
the  State  had  to  interfere,  so  far  as  primary 
education  is  concerned,  because  they  could  not 
allow  children  to  grow  up  in  total  ignorance 
through  the  apathy  or  poverty  of  their  parents. 
Therefore  the  State  was  obliged  to  interfere  in  pri- 
mary education ;  and,  as  the  State  felt  it  could  not 
interfere  with  religious  instruction,  they  had  made 
a  necessary  departure  from  the  denominational 
system  which  formerly  prevailed  in  the  country. 
But  where  trusts  actudly  existed,  and  religious 
bodies  were  in  possession  of  these  trusts,  surely  it 
would  be  fairer  and"  wiser  to  utilize  these  trusts, 
and  to  see  that  they  were  utilized  by  the  various 
denominations.  Where  children  had  to  be  taken 
from  their  homes  in  many  cases,  or  perhaps 
where  they  had  no  homes  at  all— in  cases  of 
that  kind  surely  it  would  be  better  that  the 
children  should  be  educated  in  schools  such 
as  these,  where  the  denominations  which  had 
charge  of  them  would  give  the  children  religious 
teaching,  than  that  the  children  should  go  with- 
out any  religious  education  at  all.  He  thought 
it  would  be  better  that  the  children  should  be 
BO  educated  than  to  interfere  with  these  trusts, 
when  they  did  not  exactly  know  what  to  do 
with  the  properties  after  they  had  taken  them 
away.  It  was  a  very  simple  thing  to  give 
children  the  elementary  key  of  knowledge  when 
they  were  living  at  home,  and  only  attended 
day  schools  for  instruction  in  secular  subjects  ; 
but  it  was  quite  another  thing  to  take  charge  of 
children  altogether,  and  teach  them  the  rudiments 
of  education  only,  without  attempting  to  give 
them  religious  instruction.  He  thought  it  would 
be  found  that  these  trusts  would  be  very  useful 
to  the  different  denominations  to  which  they  be- 
longed. There  were  various  ways  in  which  they 
might  be  dealt  with.  This  matter  had  been  fought 
out  in  Committee ;  and  he  certainly  could  not 
say  that  the  Bill  was  in  the  shape  in  which,  if  he 
had  had  his  own  way,  he  should  like  it  to  be. 
He  did  not  think  that  there  was  a  case  made  out 
for  interfering  with  the  management  of  the  body 
to  which  this  trust  was  given  originally ;  and  he 
thought  it  was  a  threat  held  out  to  different  other 
trusts  in  the  country,  and  one  which  would  create 
considerable  uneasiness.  He  did  not  think,  either, 
that,  considering  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
there  was  any  such  pressing  necessity  for  pushing 
on  this  matter.  He  would  rather  see  the  whole 
matter  fully  considered.  He  did  not  mean  that 
the  trusts  should  be  all  dealt  with  alike ;  but 
he  thought  that  some  trusts  which  were  plainly 
of  a  similar  character  should  be  considered  at 
the  same  time,  because  there  were  serious  com- 
plainta  about  the  management  of  other  trusts, 
which  should  certainly  be  inquired  into.  He 
did  not  think  that  in  tliis  instance  there  was  a 
case  made  out.  The  provi^^ion  which  had  been 
made  for  the  governing  body  of  this  school  in 
this  compromise,  he  was  afraid,  would  not  be 
satisfactory  to  anybody  concerned.  He  did  not 
Mr.  Bow$n 


think  that  any  one  would  be  satisfied  with  it 
who  was  interested  in  the  school,  one  way  or  the 
other.  He  confessed  that  he  would  rather  see 
the  question  postponed,  and  time  given  for  a 
fair  inquiry  into  the  circumstances  of  this  and 
other  trusts  which  were  similarly  affected. 

Mr.  HISLOP  did  not  wish  to  delay  the  House 
for  any  length  of  time  in  this  matter,  but,  as  a 
member  of  the  Committee,  he  could  not  help 
expressing  an  opinion  at  variance  with  the  last 
speaker  and  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames,  much  as  he  disliked  to  disagree  with 
the  member  for  the  Thames  on  any  subject.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  the  question  before  the  House 
was  this :  whether  the  House,  or  Parliament, 
should  reserve  to  themselves  the  right  of  dealing 
with  public  reserves  from  time  to  time  as  circum- 
stances required  it.  He  had  always  supposed 
that  was  a  principle  on  which  all  Liberals  were 
agreed  —  that  no  institutions  should  grow  tip 
which  should  not  be  from  time  to  time  moulded 
according  as  the  curcumstances  of  the  country 
required.  Among  the  evidence  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  the  Tliames,  they  found  the 
distinct  statement  that  this  trust  was  created 
for  a  purpose  which  no  longer  existed — that  this 
should  form  an  institution  for  the  education  of 
children  who  were  brought  here  by  missionaries 
at  tlmt  time,  and  also  for  the  purpose  of  teaching 
the  Maoris  and  giving  them  on  industrial  train- 
ing. They  had  it  in  evidence,  on  the  pwrt  of  the 
Bishop  and  those  who  gave  testimony  on  his  be- 
half, that  these  purposes  could  not  any  longer  be 
carried  out,  and  they  had  also  distinct  evidence 
that  no  attempt  had  been  made  to  carry  them 
out  for  the  last  twenty- five  years.  There  had 
been  no  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  Bishop,  or  anj 
persons,  to  have  the  trust  strictly  carried  out,  or 
the  doctrine  of  cy-prhs  applied — the  doctrine  by 
I  which  the  trustees  would  be  bound  to  carry  out 
I  the  trust  as  nearly  as  possible ;  but  if  they  con- 
sidered the  trust,  and  what,  according  to  the 
'evidence  of. the  Bishop,  could  be  carried  out, 
I  they  would  find  that  the  only  matter  now  left 
in  the  trust  was  the  teaching  of  the  English 
language.  It  was  distinctly  stated  that  industrial 
and  religious  training  could  not  be  carried  out. 
Under  these  circumstances,  were  they  to  allow  a 
reserve  of  this  kind,  which  was  not  given  by  any 
private  persons,  but  was  granted  out  of  the  lands 
of  the  colony,  belonging  to  every  person  in  the 
colony,  for  a  specific  purpose — were  they  to  allow 
that  land  to  be  utilized  by  the  trustees  themsdyea, 
and  without  public  authority,  for  purposes  alto- 
gether different  from  the  original  purpose  for 
which  it  was  granted  ?  If  they  affirmed  that  the 
trustees  were  not  to  be  allowed  to  utilize  it  for 
such  purposes  as  they  desired,  who  was  to  regu- 
late the  purposes  for  which  this  land  was  to  be 
used  ?  Was  it  to  be  the  Supreme  Court  ?  It 
was  suggested  before  the  Committee  that  it  waa 
the  Supreme  Court  which  ought  to  regulate  the 
trust.  That  was  a  new  doctrine  to  him.  He 
had  never  heard  that  at  Home  an  application 
had  been  made  to  the  Supreme  Court  to  create 
new  trusts ;  whereas,  on  the  other  Itand,  there 
were  precedents  at  Home  wherein  trusts  had 
been  altered  by  the  Legislature,    The  Legislature 
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bad  interfered  with  the  XJniTersity  of  Oxford, 
and  with  the  trusts  of  other  institutions,  which 
had  been  raised  not  onlj  out  of  public  moneys, 
but  had  also  been  created  by  private  individuals. 
But  here  the  argument  was  much  stronger,  be- 
cause this  trust  was  created  not  by  any  private 
individual,  but  out  of  the  public  funds  of  the 
colony.  It  had  been  attempted  to  be  shown 
that  there  had  been  no  departure  from  the 
original  trust,  and  that  it  would  be  perfectly 
safe  to  leave  the  trust  under  the  present  manage- 
ment. They  had  the  evidence  given  by  the 
Bishop.  A  question  was  asked  him  before  the 
Boyal  Commission  to  this  effect : — 

"  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  school  was  attended 
by  children  of  all  denominations  ?  —  Yes  ;  but 
possibly  we  should  feel  inclined  to  restrict  it,  and 
make  it  more  of  a  Church  school,  if  the  commu- 
nity were  well  supplied  with  the  High  School 
and  other  schools.'* 

And  that  answer  was  repeated  before  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  by  the  House.  Well,  it  could 
be  seen  what  was  the  tendency  on  the  part  of  the 
present  trustees.  He  might  say  that  two  of  the 
trustees  seemed  to  be  ignorant  of  what  was  going 
OD,  and  of  their  duties  under  the  trust,  but  it 
was  stilted  by  the  Bishop  that  his  desire  was  in 
time  to  make  it  a  Church  of  England  school,  and 
to  limit  it  to  Church  of  England  scholars.  That 
was  the  tendency  on  the  part  of  the  trustees,  and 
he  did  not  think  it  was  a  tendency  that  would 
meet  with  the  approval  of  the  House.  It  was 
stated  that  the  trust  was  created,  not  for  the 
benefit  of  any  particular  sect,  but  of  all  denomi- 
nations; and,  seeing  that  they  had  adopted  a 
purely  secular  system  with  regard  to  common 
education,  he  did  not  think  thoy  were  likely  to 
fall  back  on  denominational  education  for  other 
institutions.  Reference  had  been  made  to  other 
trusts  of  a  similar  nature,  and  it  was  said  that  it 
would  not  be  fair  to  interfere  with  this  trust 
unless  they  interfered  with  otlicrs.  He  denied 
that  altogether.  It  was  quite  ^oon  enough  for 
the  House  to  interfere  with  other  trusts  when 
the  public  affected  by  those  irmU  asked  for 
interference.  They  had  it  in  evidence  that,  out 
of  a  population  of  five  thousand  people  in  the 
town,  and  a  large  population  around  it,  only 
thirty  scholars  attended  the  school,  and  that  great 
dissatisfaction  existed  in  regard  to  the  scliool 
management  and  the  management  of  the  trust. 
Application  having  been  made  to  the  House 
through  both  members  for  Wanganui,  through 
the  Mayor,  and  other  persons,  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  Hou«e  to  look  into  the  trust  and  see  if  it 
was  properly  managed,  or  if  it  could  be  better 
managed  under  another  system.  In  Otago  they 
had  an  example  of  a  religious  body  voluntarily 
giving  up  the  management  of  education  in  schools ; 
and  he  could  see  no  reason  why  this  particular 
denomination  or  any  other  should  seek  to  con- 
tinue to  hold  in  their  hands  the  education  of 
children.  It  was  not  pretended — at  all  events 
before  the  Committee  —  that,  originally,  it  was 
intended  to  limit  the  education  to  any  particular 
denomination ;  therefore  it  was  only  the  matter  of 
management  that  they  had  to  look  to.  The  only 
objection  he  had  to  the  Bill  was,  that  it  retained 


in  the  hands  of  the  Church  any  management 
whatever.  He  thought  the  management  should 
be  purely  local,  and  the  same  as  in  connection 
with  other  schools  in  different  parts  of  the  colony. 
Mr.  HURSTHOUSE  agreed  with  much  that 
had  been  said  by  the  last  speaker  and  the  honor- 
able member  for  the  Thames,  although  it  was  the 
first  time  he  had  heard  that  those  reserves  were 
made  for  strictly  reUgious  purposes.  He  had  under- 
stood they  were  reserves  made  for  the  benefit  of 
poor  and  destitute  children  of  Her  Majestj's  sub- 
jects in  the  South  Pacific  Ocean,  and  lie  thought 
the  words  of  the  Crown  grant  would  bear  him  out. 
He  was  perfectly  willing  to  admit  that  nearly  the 
whole  of  these  trusts  luid  been  more  or  loss  mis- 
managed. He  knew  of  a  trust,  in  which  he  was, 
he  might  say,  personally  interested,  made  in  the 
same  terms  as  this  one,  in  the  district  he  repre- 
sented. It  was  not  what  it  should  be,  and  it  had 
caused  more  or  less  dissatisfaction  among  the  resi- 
dents there.  The  Te  Ante  Estate  had  also  created 
a  considerable  amount  of  dissatisfaction  in  that 
part  of  the  country.  It  did  not  appear  to  him 
that  the  faulb  always  rested  with  the  trustees  in 
these  cases.  The  great  difficulty  had  been  to  find 
suitable  children  to  attend  those  schools,  owing 
to  the  very  liberal  and  good  system  of  public  edu- 
cation which  existed;  and,  consequently,  up  to 
the  present  time  those  trusts  had  not  been  re- 
quired. It  appeared  singular  that  the  House 
snould  step  in  and  deal  with  this  particular  case. 
He  was  aware  that  other  trusts  of  a  similar  nature 
had  been  a  great  deal  more  abused  than  those 
controlled  by  the  Church  of  England.  Trusts 
beloni^ing  to  the  Wesleyan  body  had  been  sold, 
and  the  money  appropriated  to  the  benefit  of  that 
denomination.  They  had  been  wiser  in  their 
day  than  the  Church  of  England;  and,  if  the 
Church  of  England  had  been — he  would  not  say 
as  dishonest,  but  —  as  keenly  alive  to  its  own 
interest,  it  would  have  made  use  of  the  money 
instead  of  having  before  it  now  the  disagreeable 
fact  that  the  endowment  was  going  to  bo  taken 
out  of  its  control.  He  did  not  wish  to  offer  any 
great  opposition  to  the  Bill,  but  ho  thought  the 
honorahle  member  in  charge  of  it  should  accept 
the  recommendation  of  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
and  deloy  its  consideration  until  a  future  day — 
until  the  Government  introduced  some  compre- 
hensive measure  dealing  with  the  whole  of  those 
reserves.  The  Bill  would  make  matters  rather 
worse  than  at  present.  The  reserve  in  ques- 
tion would  be  for  the  benefit,  not  of  the  poor, 
but  of  the  rich.  They  were  now  going  to  take 
the  reserFe  from  one  set  of  gentlemen  who  ad- 
mittedly mismanaged  it,  and  to  place  it  under  the 
control  of  other  gentlemen.  For  what  purpose  P 
Not  for  the  poor  and  destitute  children,  but  for  a 
secondary  or  high  school.  The  Bill  said  that  one- 
third  of  the  children  should  go  free.  Who  was 
to  decide  what  children  should  go  free  ?  In  the 
use  of  this  patronage  he  had  little  doubt  that  a 
great  deal  of  favour  would  be  shown,  and  those 
who  were  really  in  a  position  to  pay  for  the  edu- 
cation of  their  children  would  have  them  educated 
free,  while,  as  was  usually  the  case,  the  children 
of  destitute  people  would  go  uneducated.  He 
had  very  little  sympathy  with  secondary  or  high 
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Bohools  which  were  endowed  in  this  manner.  If 
the  Bill  proposed  to  applj  this  reserve  to  primary 
education^  it  would  much  more  readily  receive  his 
support.  Taking  it  from  the  purpose  for  which 
it  was  originally  granted — primary  education — 
and  making  it  a  reeerTe  for  secondary  education, 
was  a  step  in  the  wrong  direction.  The  ohject  of 
the  trust  was  the  education  of  children  in  the 
English  language  and  in  industrial  pursuits.  In 
all  cases  where  that  had  been  tried  it  had  failed. 
In  the  case  of  the  Motueka  School,  Whakarewa 
Estate,  industrial  training  was  tried  with  the  Na- 
tive children,  but  it  failed.  It  also  failed  at  the 
Te  Ante  School,  Napier.  He  did  not  admit  that 
it  failed  on  account  of  the  inabilitv  of  the  trustees 
to  fulfil  their  duties,  but  it  failed  from  the  great 
difficulty  of  obtaining  children — Native  children 
especially — of  localizing  them,  and  of  getting  them 
to  co-operate  with  their  teachers  in  learning  in- 
dustrial pursuits. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  said  this  Bill  opened  up  a 
principle  which  he  could  not  allow  to  go  without 
expressing  his  opinion  on.  He  thought  that  all 
Boards,  guardians,  trustees,  or  other  bodies  hold- 
ing lands  from  the  Crown,  should  be  obliged  to 
make  annual  returns  to  the  House.  If  that  had 
been  the  case  heretofore,  there  would  have  been  a 

food  account  of  the  land  in  this  particular  case, 
[e  was  therefore  exceedingly  pleased  with  the 
provision  made  in  clause  27  of  this  Bill  for  having 
the  accounts  audited  annually  and  forwarded  to 
the  Q-ovemor.  He  hoped  the  Government  would 
see  their  way  to  take  the  whole  question  of  re- 
serves in  hand.  The  House  must  deal  with  the 
question.  A  large  number  of  tru»ts  and  Boards, 
under  different  names,  were  constituted  all  orer 
the  colony,  and  it  was  nothing  but  right  that  they 
should  make  returns,  at  least  annually,  relative 
to  the  lands  placed  in  their  hands.  The  trusts 
would  then  be  better  looked  after,  and  their  true 
intent  and  meaning  would  be  carried  out,  if  not 
in  their  entirety,  at  least  nearly  so.  Section  30  of 
this  Bill  provided  that  the  school  should  only  be 
for  children  domiciled  in  the  colony,  which  was  a 
violation  of  the  terms  of  the  original  trust.  He 
was  prepared  to  stand  by  the  original  terms  of  the 
trust,  which  were  sufficient  to  answer  all  purposes 
if  properly  carried  out.  Then,  with  regard  to  the 
provision  that  one-third  of  the  scholars  should  be 
admitted  free,  there  was  something  in  its  mean- 
ing to  which  he  decidedly  objected.  There  was 
nothing  in  the  original  which  said  that  education 
should  be  free,  or  that  there  should  be  a  specific 
charge.  This  provision  simply  meant  that  two- 
thirds  of  the  scholars  must  pay.  He  did  not 
think  there  was  any  necessity  for  a  provision  of 
that  kind.  The  Board  of  Management  would  be 
able  to  regulate  matters  of  that  kind,  and,  if  they 
had  to  report  to  the  House,  the  latter  could 
take  cognizance  of  their  actions,  as  he  had  said 
before.  He  knew  of  no  more  suitable  place  than 
this  estate  in  the  North  Island  for  the  establish- 
ment of  an  orphan  asylum  and  industrial  school. 
He  knew  that  at  present  children  were  sent  from 
the  North  Island  to  the  Burnham  School.  If 
the  Government  could  see  their  way  to  do  so, 
this  would  be  a  very  good  opportunity  of  looking 
at  the  question  fairly,  and  seeing  whether  some- 
Mr,  Hurtthous^ 


thing  could  not  be  done  towards  applying  Uiic 
property  to  the  very  purpose  for  which  it  wse 
granted — namely,  the  education  of  poor  and  des- 
titute children  of  the  islands.  The  place  wa» 
admirably  suited  to  the  purpose  he  indicated,  and 
the  climate  was  one  of  the  best  in  the  colony. 
He  hoped  the  House  would  not  lend  itself  to 
anything  which  would  tend  to  violate  the  ori* 
ginal  intention  of  the  trust,  and  that  until  the  Bill 
was  altered  in  conformity  with  the  original  trust 
it  would  not  be  passed.  If  that  were  done,  the 
House  would  do  a  good  work,  which  would  be 
beneficial  to  the  whole  of  New  Zealand. 

Mr.  SWANSON  had  a  word  or  two  to  say  in 
reply  to  the  honorable  gentleman  who  asked  the 
House  to  delay  this  matter,  and  deal  with  the 
whole  thing  in  a  comprehensive  way.  This  was 
a  matter  with  which  he  had  been  mixed  up,  more 
or  less,  for  orer  thirteen  years.  An  inquiry  bad 
been  held  by  the  Provincial  Council  of  Auck- 
land ;  and,  it  that  Council  had  had  the  power,  it 
would  have  soon  settled  the  question— it  would 
have  dealt  with  several  of  these  reserves  in  a 
summary  way.  The  result  of  the  inquiry  showed 
that  these  trusts  had  been  very  badly  adminis- 
tered indeed.  A  Commission  was  appointed  by 
Parliament,  at  the  instance  of  members  of  the 
Prorincial  Council  who  had  seats  in  this  House. 
The  inquiry  extended  over  the  colony,  and  a 
number  of  gentlemen  in  Auckland  were  ex- 
amined before  the  Commissioners,  and  he  was 
one  of  them.  He  mentioned  this  to  show  that 
this  was  no  new  thing,  but  that  it  was  an  old 
affair.  It  had  come  up  over  and  over  agaio, 
year  after  year,  during  the  last  eight  or  nine  yean. 
He  sat  on  a  Committee  of  inquiry  on  this  very 
Wanganui  case,  and  it  was  shelved  in  the  same 
way  as  it  was  now  proposed  to  shelve  it.  He  ex- 
pressed no  opinion  on  the  Bill,  whether  it  was  right 
or  not ;  but  there  were  a  number  of  similar  matters 
which  would  come  up,  and  they  could  now  deal 
with  this  one  question  when  they  oould  not  deal 
with  the  many.  He  hoped  this  would  act  as  a 
warning  to  other  denominations  to  fulfil  the  con- 
ditions of  these  trusts,  and  that  they  would  do  so. 
As  to  the  Churches  getting  these  endowments, 
they  could  not  expect  that  t  he  Church  of  England 
would  teach  the  Catholic  children,  the  Presby- 
terian children,  or  the  Wcsleyan  children.  The 
very  fact  of  giving  these  endowments  to  any  one 
of  these  Churches  appeared  to  imply  that  they 
would  see  to  the  instruction  of  the  children  of 
their  own  denomination,  and  teach  the  children 
their  own  faith  ;  but  what  the  State  should 
require  was  that  the  children  should  receive  a 
sound  secular  education  at  the  same  time.  These 
Churches  had  the  machinery  for  doing  so,  though 
in  some  cases  they  were  supposed  to  have  more 
than  they  actually  possessed  j  but  did  they  do  it  ? 
Had  they  done  it  P  It  was  no  use  telling  him  about 
the  beauties  of  Wanganui,  about  the  fine  river, 
the  snow-capped  mountains,  and  the  fertile  valleys 
there.  The  question  was,  Had  the  children  been 
educated?  Had  the  trust  been  administered  in 
the  interests  of  the  children  of  the  place,  or  any- 
where else  ?  He  contended  that,  unless  the  ad- 
ministration of  these  trusts  had  altered  very  much 
during  the  last  eight  or  nine  years,  since  he  sat 
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upon  the  Committee  of  inquiry,  they  were  had 
enoagh  :  he  could  say  that  the  trustees  had  utterly 
failed  in  carrying  out  the  objects  of  the  trusts. 
Possibly  they  were  better  administered  now :  he 
did  not  know  whether  they  were  or  not.  He 
trusted  the  House  would  deal  with  the  first  case 
proved  to  be  bad.  If  honorable  members  searched 
the  Blue  Books  of  the  ProTincial  Council  of  Auck- 
land they  would  find  particulars  recorded  in  refer- 
ence to  some  of  the  trusts  in  that  part  of  the 
colony  which  he  should  be  ashamed  to  mention. 
It  was  high  time  that  the  House  commenced  to 
deal  with  this  subject.  No  matter  how  they 
blinked  the  fact,  it  still  remained  that  these 
endowments  were  used  for  maintaining  the 
Churches. — (No.) — Was  it  not  a  fact  that  Bills 
were  passed  in  this  House  to  enable  endowments 
to  be  sold,  and  churches  built  with  the  proceeds  ? 
That  could  not  be  denied.  He  was  now  speaking 
as  to  the  whole  of  these  endowments.  Some  of 
the  endowments  in  Auckland  were  used  to  main- 
tain clergymen,  who  were  living  in  them.  That 
was  not,  however,  the  most  objectionable  feature 
in  regard  to  the  administration  of  these  trusts. 
He  hoped  the  House  would  affirm  the  principle 
of  dealme  with  these  lands.  If  the  circumstances 
had  so  altered  that  the  lands  were  not  required 
for  the  purpose  originally  intended,  let  the  House 
take  the  matter  into  its  own  hands,  and  apply 
the  endowments  for  the  purpose.  He  would  not 
care  which  Church  administered  the  trusts,  if  the 
children  were  educated.  He  would  not  care  if 
the  money  was  spent  in  educating  the  children  of 
the  difierent  denominations ;  but  that  was  not 
done.  Indeed,  in  some  cases  no  attempt  was 
made  to  educate  the  children.  He  hoped  the 
House  would  deal  with  the  one  case  now  before  it. 
Mr.  SPEIG-HT  said  the  honorable  gentleman 
who  had  just  sat  down  had  hit  the  right  nail  on 
the  head  when  he  stated  that  the  objects  of  most 
of  these  trusts  bad  not  been  carried  out.  He 
(Mr.  Speight)  considered  that,  in  all  cases  when 
the  trustees  failed  to  carry  out  the  terms  of  the 
trusts,  there  should  be  a  re-entry  of  the  trusts. 
In  bringing  down  a  Bill  dealing  with  this  one 
case,  they  took  it  for  grant-ed  that  the  original 
object  of  the  trust  had  not  been  carried  out,  and 
they  took  it  for  granted  that  circumstances  had 
completely  changed  from  the  time  when  the  trust 
was  originally  formed.  Because  the  trust  could 
not  be  carried  out  now  as  originally  intended,  it 
did  not  follow  that  the  property  was  to  be  handed 
over  for  the  advantage  of  a  particular  body.  Seeing 
that  they  could  not  carry  out  the  original  trust, 
he  apprehended  that  the  proper  course  to  pursue 
would  be  to  re-enter  upon  the  property  and  take 
charge  of  it.  They  should  not  deal  exceptionally 
with  one  particular  trust.  The  whole  country 
was  covered  with  such  trusts,  with  regard  to 
which  it  was  impossible  to  carry  out  the  original 
intention.  Particularly  was  that  the  case  with 
regard  to  educational  matters.  The  proper  course 
to  pursue  would  be  to  appoint  a  Commission  or 
Committee  to  inquire  into  the  whole  of  the  trusts 
existing  throughout  the  country,  to  see  how  far 
the  trusts  were  carried  out  and  the  terms  of  the 
trusta  adhered  to — to  see  how  far  it  was  pos- 
sible for  the  terms  to  be  adhered  to,  and  in  what 


cases  the  property  should  be  taken  over  by  the 
State  again.  The  honorable  member  for  Motueka 
had  stated  distinctly  that  if  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land people  had  acted  as  other  sections  of  the 
Christian  Church  had  done  they  would  long  ago 
have  realized  on  the  property.  He  (Mr.  Speight) 
thought  the  State  ought  to  prevent  such  a  thing 
being  done.  The  ministers  of  Churches  were  as 
selfish  as  most  people  in  business,  and,  if  they 
could  turn  to  good  account  the  land  or  other 
property  passed  over  to  them  in  the  shape  of 
endowments  for  their  Churches,  assuredly  they 
would  do  so.  He  felt  that  in  this  case,  if  the 
original  intention  of  the  donors  of  the  land  could 
not  be  carried  out  in  any  sense,  then  the  State 
should  re-enter  upon  the  property  and  make  a 
better  use  of  it  than  at  present.  They  should 
not  allow  the  nature  of  the  trust  to  be  changed 
and  the  property  become  an  endowment  for  a 
certain  high  school  in  the  interest  of  a  certain 
class.  That  was  really  what  the  proposal  in  this 
Bill  meant.  Why  should  not  tlie  property  be 
utilized  in  the  interest  of  the  settlement  of  the 
Wanganui  District  itself?  Why  should  not  the 
State  take  into  its  own  hands  all  those  endow- 
ments which  were  not  being  carried  out  in  their 
entirety,  or  not  even  partly  carried  out  as  origin- 
ally intended  ?  Why  should  not  such  grants  be 
given  as  endowments  for  secular  education,  or 
any  other  good  object  throughout  the  colony? 
That  could  be  done  w ith  advantage.  The  adoption 
of  this  Bill  would  be  a  manifest  injustice :  it 
would  be  an  attempt  to  rob  one  section  of  the 
Christian  Church  which  had  received  endowments. 
The  Roman  Catholic  Church,  the  Wesleyon 
Church,  and  the  Church  of  England  had  received 
endowments  for  similar  objects.  No  undue  ad- 
vantage should  be  given  to  any  particular  Church 
if  they  had  not  carried  out  the  terms  of  the  trust. 
Under  such  circumstances  they  could  not  rob  one 
section  of  the  Christian  Church  of  its  endowments, 
while  they  left  the  others  in  possession  of  their 
endowments.  They  should  re-enter  upon  the 
whole  of  these  endowments,  if  not  used  for  the 
purposes  originally  intended,  and  use  them  for 
the  benefit  of  the  country. 

Mr.  W.  J.  HURST  concurred  in  the  view  ex- 
pressed by  the  last  speaker.  He  was  satisfied 
that  the  House  should  lose  no  time  in  dealing 
with  these  trusts  in  a  full  and  comprehensive 
way.  Every  one  familiar  with  the  proceedings  of 
the  Police  Courts  must  be  aware  of  the  number 
of  children  that  required  to  be  dealt  with.  It 
was  a  difficult  thing  indeed  to  know  how  to  deal 
with  these  poor  children.  It  was  quite  beyond 
the  means  of  private  charity  to  deal  with  them. 
It  was  beyond  all  doubt  that  these  trusts,  as 
a  rule,  had  not  been  properly  dealt  with.  As 
had  been  pointed  out  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Newton,  in  some  cases  there  had  not  been  the 
slightest  efibrt  made  to  fulfil  the  objects  of  the 
trust.  He  quite  agreed  with  the  remarks  made 
by  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames,  and 
the  House  woi^ld  act  wisely  in  following  the 
advice  given  by  that  honorable  gentleman.  It 
should  deal  with  this  matter  in  a  comprehensive 
manner,  and  not  in  the  isolated  way  in  which  it 
was  proposed  to  be  dealt  with  in  the  Bill.    Tbo 
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House  should  see  that  the  objects  of  these  trusts 
were  faitbfullj  carried  out ;  otherwise  the  course 
suggested  by  the  honorable  member  for  Auckland 
City  East  should  be  followed.  There  was  another 
strong  reason  which  he  thought  ought  to  weigh 
with  this  House,  and  cau^e  it  to  pause  before 
dealing  piecemeal  with  this  important  matter. 
This  House  last  session  appointed  a  Bojal  Com- 
mission to  inquire  into  and  report  upon  various 
classes  of  education  in  the  colony,  and  in  refer- 
ence to  these  Tarious  trusts.  The  Commission 
had  not  yet  reported  respecting  these  trusts,  and 
he  hoped  the  House  would  yet  receire  such 
yaluable  information  as  would  guide  it  in  dealing 
with  this  question.  He  thought  they  were  in- 
debted to  the  honorable  member  for  Wanganui 
(Mr.  Ballance)  for  having  brought  this  subject 
before  the  House.  There  was  no  question  which 
more  deserved  the  immediate  and  careful  atten- 
tion of  the  House  than  the  subject  under  con- 
sideration. He  regretted  that  he  was  obliged  to 
differ  from  the  honorable  member  for  I^ewton 
when  he  said  that  they  should  deal  with  this 
particular  case.  He  (Mr.  Hurst)  thought  that  it 
would  only  weaken  their  position  in  dealing  with 
the  subject,  if  they  merely  dealt  with  this  one 
isolated  case.  He  thought  that  the  House  was 
competent  to  deal  with  the  whole  matter,  and  he 
trusted  that  next  session  the  Q-oyernment  would 
come  down  with  a  comprehensive  measure  deal- 
ing with  all  these  trusts,  and  sotting  them  aside 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  poor  and  orphan  child- 
ren of  the  colony  —  a  course  which  was  very 
urgently  required  to  be  adopted. 

Mr.  GIBBS  said  he  had  sat  on  more  than  one 
Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  subject 
of  these  trusts  in  the  Provincial  District  of 
Nelson,  and  aUo  with  respect  to  the  trust  now 
under  consideration.  He  had  been  led  by  these 
inquiries  to  entertain  rather  strong  feeUngs  on 
the  matter.  From  the  discussions  that  had  taken 
place,  he  had  seriously  considered  whether,  in 
case  the  objects  of  these  trusts  had  not  been  pro- 
perly carried  out,  they  should  altogether  abolish 
them,  and  deprive  the  trustees  of  their  property. 
Sevend  honorable  members  had  touched  upon  the 
question  of  the  original  object  of  the  trust,  and 
it  bad  been  said  repeatedly  that  the  objects  of  the 
trust  could  not  be  carried  out.  He  disputed  that 
altogether:  there  was  no  difficulty  whatever  in 
carrying  it  out.  The  trust  was  for  the  education 
and  support  of  the  poor  and  destitute.  Now, 
there  had  been,  for  many  years  past,  in  the  Pro- 
vince of  Nelson,  supported  by  the  province  at 
great  expense,  an  orphan  school  of  poor,  desti- 
tute, and,  in  many  cases,  deserted  children  ;  and 
he  had  always  thought  that  the  revenues  derived 
from  a  trust  situated  at  Motueka  of  the  same 
character  as  this  one  at  Wanganui  should  have 
been  applied  to  the  support  of  that  school.  But 
this  Bill  did  not  remedy  the  objections  he  had 
always  felt  in  regard  to  these  trusts,  because  it 
localized  the  trust  too  much.  These  trusts  were 
not  local  trusts  at  all.  This  was  a  trust  for  the 
poor  and  destitute  children  of  the  Pacific  Islands, 
or  the  Colony  of  New  Zeabnd — the  House  might 
limit  them  to  that;  but  it  was  not  a  trust  for 
the  destitute  children  of  Wanganui.  Instead  of 
Mr,  W.  J.  Sunt 


depriving  the  trustees  of  their  property,  let  the 
House  endeavour  to  oblige  them  to  carry  out  in 
their  integrity  the  objects  for  which  the  trust 
was  first  established.  Holding  these  views,  and 
under  these  circumstimces,  he  must  oppose  the 
BUI. 

Mr.  FULTON  trusted  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Wanganui  would  accept  the  suggestion 
made  by  the  Minister  of  Lands,  and  postpone 
the  question  until  the  House  had  before  it  the 
report  of  the  Select  Committee.  He  (Mr.  Ful- 
ton) felt  that  a  primd  facie  case  had  been  made 
out  against  the  Bill,  and,  not  being  acquainted 
with  what  had  been  douo  in  the  matter  bj  the 
Committee,  he  must,  if  the  question  came  to  a 
division,  vote  against  the  Bill.  If  the  mailer 
were  postponed,  it  was  quite  possible  that  he  and 
others  would  see  their  way  to  support  the  Bill. 

Mr.  GISBOBNE  hoped  the  honorable  member 
for  Wanganui  would  not  consent  to  the  postpone- 
ment of  the  Bill.  The  question  put  before  the 
Committee  and  reported  upon  was  whether  the 
constitution  of  the  school  could  not  be  so  im- 
proved as  to  make  it  more  effective  for  the  par- 
poses  of  the  trust.  It  was  not  a  Bill  of  confisca- 
tion or  spoliation,  but  intended  to  broaden  the 
basis  of  the  trust,  so  as  to  make  it  more  effectire, 
and  to  provide  for  local  management,  which  was 
the  best  guarantee  of  successful  administration 
in  these  matters.  It  was  one  thing  for  a  trust  to 
be  brought  before  the  Supreme  Court,  and  quite 
another  for  the  Legislature  to  interfere  so  fkr  as 
to  render  a  trust  more  effective  for  the  pur- 
pose for  which  it  was  intended.  This  was  simplj 
altering  the  constitution  of  the  trust,  and  that 
was  quite  a  different  thing  from  taking  lands 
away  from  a  trust,  or  altering  the  objects  of  a 
trust.  He  quite  agreed  that  originally  this  grant, 
which  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames, 
in  another  capacity,  made,  was  admirably  suited 
to  the  circumstances  of  the  day.  But  circum- 
stances had  occurred  since,  during  the  last  fifteen 
years  or  more,  which  had  rendered  this  trust  and 
others  of  a  similar  kind  practical  failures.  He 
did  not  say  the  trustees  were  altogether  to  blame 
for  the  occurrence  of  these  circumstances:  but 
that  had  been  the  effect.  Looking  at  the  original 
constitution  of  this  trust,  it  was  meant  for  the 
benefit  of  children  of  all  races ;  but  for  the  last 
twenty  years  it  had,  with  rare  exceptions,  only 
been  applied  to  the  benefit  of  children  of  one  race. 
Then,  the  school  was  to  be  open  for  the  poor  and 
destitute ;  but  for  the  last  twelve  or  fifteen  years 
it  had  not  been  so  open,  because  it  had  only 
been  open  for  the  children  of  the  more  wealthy 
classes.  Then,  industrial  training  was  to  be 
given ;  but  no  industrial  training  had  ever  been 
given.  Beligious  education  was  to  be  given  ;  but 
no  reliffious  education  had  been  given.  If  the 
House  looked  at  the  manner  in  which  the  trust 
had  been  conducted  for  the  last  fifteen  or  twenty 
years,  it  would  be  found  that  it  had  absolutely 
failed  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  granted. 
The  House  was  urged,  "Oh  yes,  but  let  us 
wait  until  we  have  some  comprehensive  measure 
which  will  deal  with  the  whole  of  these  trusts." 
He  thought  they  had  waited  long  enough.  A 
Boyal  Commission  sat  fifteen  years  ago,  and  de- 
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plored  the  lamentable  position  into  which  these 
trasts  had  got.  Things  had  got  worse  every  year. 
The  oourte  of  education,  and  the  objects  for 
which  the  trusts  were  created,  had  deteriorated 
and  were  in  a  worse  position  than  they  were 
fifteen  years  ago.  Then,  how  long  were  they  to 
wait  for  this  comprehensiye  measure?  For  an- 
other fifteen  years  ?  They  might  as  well  wait  for 
the  Greek  Kalends.  That  was  the  sort  of  "  hope 
deferred  which  maketh  the  heart  sick."  Now 
that  there  was  an  opportunity  of  remedying  this 
grierance,  let  the  House  seize  the  opportunity. 
The  Bill  would  only  alter  the  constitution :  it 
only  sought  local  management,  and  to  subject  the 
school  to  Gt>Temroent  inspection.  The  House 
had  previously  sacrificed  an  opportunity  to  remedy 
this ;  let  it  not  wait  further  for  the  comprehen- 
sive  measure.  Such  a  course  would  be  unworthy 
of  statesmen.  The  successful  course  of  adminis- 
tration was  to  deal  with  a  grierance  when  you 
had  it  before  you,  and  apply  a  remedy  at  once. 
To  suppose  they  could  only  remedy  abuses  by 
a  future  comprehensiye  measure  was  simply  to 
shirk  the  duties  devolving  upon  them  as  legis- 
lators. It  would  in  effect  be  following  the  course 
of  a  man  so  imbued  with  the  general  principles 
of  charity  that  he  would  refuse  to  relieve  any 
individual  case  of  distress  which  presented  itself 
to  him.  He  (Mr.  Gisbome)  hoped  the  honorable 
gentleman  would  press  his  Bill,  and  that  it  would 
be  carried. 

Mr.  SHRIMSO  said  that  in  the  afternoon  the 
House  had  had  an  Auckland  free- fight,  and  the 
evening  had  been  taken  up  with  what  he  might 
describe  as  a  Christian  free-fight.  He  happened 
to  be  the  only  one  in  the  House  who  represented 
that  particular  people  who  differed  from  all  the 
denominations  whose  representatives  took  part  in 
the  Christian  free-fight,  and  so  far  as  the  dis- 
cussion was  concerned  he  felt  veiy  much  in  the 
S«ition  of  an  outsider.  But  he  was  in  the 
ouse  as  a  representative  of  the  people,  and  not 
ae  the  representative  of  any  particular  sect,  and 
therefore  he  regretted  observations  which  had 
fallen  from  one  or  two  gentlemen  who  professed 
to  be  Christians,  but  who  did  not  to  any  extent 
praotise  what  they  preached. 

Mr.  PITT  thought  every  one  would  agree  that 
this  Bill  was  an  undoubted  interference  with  the 
trusts  of  the  Church  set  out  in  the  Bill.  He  did 
not  know  whether  he  had  misunderstood  the 
honorable  member  for  Waitaki  (Mr.  Hislop), 
when  he  said  it  was  not  by  the  grant  intended  to 
limit  the  teaching  in  the  school  to  that  of  any 
particular  denomination ;  but,  if  not,  surely  the 
reply  of  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames 
(Sir  Qt.  Grey),  when  he  told  the  House  that 
it  was  intended  to  so  limit  the  teaching,  and, 
moreover,  that  similar  grants  had  been  given  to 
other  religious  bodies,  was  sufficient.  He  (Mr. 
Pitt)  had  listened  with  attention  during  the  dis- 
cussion expecting  to  hear  that  the  trustees  had 
mismanaged  the  trust,  and  he  had  also  looked 
at  the  report  with  the  same  object  in  view  ;  but 
he  had  failed  to  hear  or  see  anything  of  that 
sort.  If  honorable  members  would  refer  to  the 
minutes  of  the  evidence,  they  would  find  that 
His  Lordship  the  Bishop  of  Wellington  admitted 
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that  the  trust,  so  far  as  industrial  teaching  was 
concerned,  had  been  a  failure  —  from  no  fault 
of  the  trustees,  but  because  they  could  not  get 
Maori  children  to  attend  the  school.  Then, 
assuming  there  had  been  some  mismanagement, 
that  would  be  no  reason  of  itself  for  virtually  re* 
pealing  this  Crown  grant.  H  lands  were  granted 
to  a  private  individual  and  he  failed  to  utilize 
them  to  the  fullest  extent,  that  would  be  no 
reason  for  takine  them  from  him.  He  thought  it 
was  rather  peculiar  that  the  honorable  members 
who  had  taken  the  greatest  interest  in  respect  of 
bringing  in  and  supporting  this  Bill  were  gentle- 
men who  were  more  or  lees  connected  with  the 
Town  of  Wanganui;  and  the  arguments  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
Hutchison)  let  out  the  secret  as  to  why  this 
Bill  was  sought  to  be  passed.  It  was  not  so 
much  because  the  trustees  had  mismanaged  the 
trust,  nor  because  the  school  required  to  be  better 
conducted,  but  because  this  endowment  really 
interfered  with  the  progress  or  extension  of  the 
Town  of  Wanganui.  That  seemed  to  be  the  chief 
reason,  and  he  (Mr.  Pitt)  held  that,  if  the  House 
attempted  to  interfere  with  the  trust,  it  should 
give  the  Church  of  England  a  similar  endowment 
of  equal  value  in  some  other  part  of  the  oolony. 
In  that  case  he  did  not  suppose  the  Church  of 
Englaud  would  offer  any  objection  to  surrender- 
ing the  land.  But,  even  assuming  that  the  trust 
was  in  an  unsatisfactory  condition,  he  contended 
that  this  Bill  would  not  improve  it  in  any  way 
whatever.  It  was  proposed,  according  to  the  8rd 
clause,  that  there  should  be  seven  trustees,  five  of 
whom  should  be  elected  by  the  General  Synod 
I  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  four  by  the 
i  Education  Board  of  Wanganui.  Now,  what  'did 
!  the  Bishop  of  WoUineton  say,  in  his  evidence 
I  before  the  Committee?  He  gave  the  following 
i  evidence : — 

I  **  188.  In  the  event  of  it  being  determined  to 
.  establish  a  local  Board  at  Wanganui,  would  you 
\  wish  to  have  a  voice  in  the  matter  ? — I  do  not 
'  think  I  should  take  any  part  in  such  a  Board. 
I  **  189.  Do  you  think  the  Synod  would  deem  it 
'  desirable? — No. 

"  190.  That  is,  they  would  not  have  sufficient 
voice  to  satisfy  them  ? — It  is  outside  their  legiti- 
mate work. 

"  191.  They  have  a  voice  now,  have  they  iiot  P— 
Yes;  but  if  the  school  took  in  all  denominatioiis 
]  they  would  not." 

A   mixed  Board  such   as  the  one  proposed 

would  be  very  unsatisfactory  in  its  operation. 

I  There  was  another  peculiar  feature  about  this 

Bill.    While  it  very  carefully  vested  the  whole 

;  of  the  property  belonging  to  the  present  trustees 

I  in  the  new  Board,  it  made  no  provision  whatever 

'  for  a  transfer  of  the  liabilities.    That,  perhaps^ 

was  more  a  matter  for  consideration  m  Com* 

mittee.    The  Bill  was  a  most  important  one,  but 

if  it  went  into  Committee  a  great  deal  of  time 

would  be  occupied  in  discussing  its  provisions, 

and  he  did  not  think  it  would  pass  this  session. 

The    honorable    member    for  Wanganui  would 

therefore  do  well  to  accept  the  suggestion  which 

had  been  made  to  withdiaw  the  Bui.    It  would 
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perhaps  be  better  that  he  (Mr.  Pitt)  should  move 
that  it  be  committed  that  day  three  months. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  hoped  the  BUI  would 
be  committed.  Three  jears  ago,  when  this  ques- 
tion was  brought  before  the  House,  he  Toted  against 
the  proposal  then  made,  because  he  had  always 
been  opposed  to  disturbing  existing  trusts.  He 
Toted  tor  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill  on  the 
distinct  understanding  that  it  would  be  thoroughlj 
examined  by  a  Committee.  A  Committee  had  in- 
vestigated the  matter,  and  taken  such  evidence 
as  could  be  procured  for  and  against  the  Bill, 
including  that  of  the  Bishop  of  Wellington  and 
another  trustee.  It  was  found  that  this  trust 
WW  for  the  education  of  children  of  Her  Majesty's 
subjects  of  all  races,  and  of  the  children  ot  other 
poor  and  destitute  persons  being  inhabitants  of 
the  islands  in  the  Pacific  Ocean.  Now,  what  did 
they  find  ?  That  there  were  only  about  twenty- 
five  children  attending  the  school ;  that  the  trust 
funds  amounted  to  about  £690  a  year  ;  that  the 
children  were  charged  from  £6  to  £7  per  head 
per  annum,  and  that  the  cost  for  educating  these 
children  was  about  £30  per  head.  He  wished  to 
speak  on  this  subject  without  any  feeling — with 
the  sole  desire  to  do  what  was  right.  The  trustees 
bad  notice  three  years  ago  that  their  trust  would 
be  in  danger  if  they  did  not  do  better.  And  yet 
what  did  they  find?  That  the  trustees,  with 
the  exception  of  the  Bishop  of  Wellington,  never 
visited  the  school;  that  the  Bishop  only  went 
there  two  or  three  times  a  year ;  that  there  was 
no  Inspector  to  inspect  the  progress  of  the  school ; 
and,  generally,  they  found  that  this  very  large  trust 
was  not  devoted  to  the  purpose  for  which  it  was 
intended — that  it  did  not  give  education  to  any- 
thing like  the  number  of  children  it  ought  to 
afford  education  to :  for  he  felt  bound  to  say  that 
the  trust,  if  properly  administered,  should  educate 
not  twenty-five  children,  but  over  one  hundred  or 
one  hundred  and  fifty.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, he  thought  it  was  absolutely  necessarv 
that  the  House  should  step  in  and  pass  a  Bill 
which  would  enable  the  objects  of  the  trust  to  be 
carried  out  more  effectively  than  had  been  the 
case  iu  the  past.  If  this  were  the  first  lime  the 
Bill  had  been  introduced,  and  if  those  adminis- 
tering the  trust  had  not  received  a  warning  three 
years  ago,  then  it  might  be  sufficient  now  to  cau- 
tion them ;  but,  seeing  that  they  had  received 
such  a  warning,  and  had  not  acted  upon  it,  the 
House  was  bound  to  step  in.  He  would  vote 
for  the  committal  of  the  Bill,  and  hoped  there 
would  be  no  factious  opposition  to  it.  He  never 
offered  factious  opposition  himself:  if  he  was 
beaten  by  a  fair  majority,  he  always  gave  in.  At 
all  events,  whether  there  was  factious  opposi- 
tion or  not,  he  hoped  the  Bill  would  be  carried, 
although  in  an  amended  form,  for  it  would  be 
necessary  to  make  material  alterations  in  Com- 
mittee. He  wished  to  see  the  management  of  the 
school  localized,  and  would  still  uke  to  see  it 
retained  in  the  hands  of  the  Church  of  England, 
as  he  thought  that  was  the  original  intention  of 
the  trust.  The  Bill  was  a  very  fair  compromise 
arrived  at  by  the  Committee,  and  he  thought,  with 
an  amendment  providing  that  the  Board  should 
meet  at  least  once  a  month,  as  was  the  case  with 
Mr.FUt 


the  Education  Boards,  and  also  with  a  provision 
doing  away  with  any  distinction  between  the 
scholars,  it  would  be  a  very  good  measure.  Hia 
idea  was  tliat  it  should  be  absolutely  a  free  school 
as  far  as  imparting  elementary  education  was 
concerned,  and  that  those  who  desired  their 
children  to  receive  higher  education  should  pay 
fees. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUE  recognized  the  iroporUnce 
of  this  Bill ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  he  would  sug- 
gest that  it  had  now  been  very  fairly  discussed, 
and  he  hoped  it  might  be  allowed  to  go  to  a  divi- 
sion soon,  as,  if  the  discussion  were  prolonged  to 
a  late  hour,  the  question  would  not  then  be  fairlj 
decided.  He  would  suggest  to  the  honorable 
member  for  Nelson  City  that,  from  his  point  of 
view,  it  would  be  wiser  to  take  the  division  upon 
the  original  question  of  Mr.  Speaker  leaving  the 
chair,  because  some  few  members  would  vote 
with  him  that  the  Bill  be  not  now  gone  on  with 
in  Committee  who,  perhaps,  would  not  be  inclined 
to  vote  against  it  as  a  whole. 

Mr.  PITT  would  accept  the  suggestion,  and  ask 
leave  to  withdraw  his  amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  that,  after  the  remarks 
which  had  been  made  on  both  sides  of  the  ques- 
tion, there  was  very  little  left  for  him  to  soy.  He 
would  like,  however,  to  notice  one  or  two  of  the 
objections  made  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Nelson  City  (Mr.  Pitt).  That  honorable  gentle- 
man was  under  the  impression  that  the  people  of 
the  Town  of  Wanganui  were  desirous  of  obtain- 
ing, indirectly  and  surreptitiously,  by  means  of 
this  Bill,  this  valuable  property  for  their  own 
purposes. 

Mr.  PITT  had  not  said  anything  of  the  kind, 
and  did  not  think  any  words  he  had  used  would 
bear  such  an  interpretation.  What  he  said  was, 
that  it  appeared,  from  the  remarks  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Hutchi- 
son), that  this  endowment  interfered  with  the 
extension  of  the  Town  of  Wanganui. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  could  assure  that  House 
that,  so  far  as  the  Town  of  Wanganui  was  con- 
cerned, the  only  desire  on  the  part  of  the  people 
was  to  see  the  trust  based  on  a  proper  foundation 
and  properly  managed.  That  was  the  whole  ob- 
ject of  the  measure.  With  regard  to  the  question 
of  management  and  the  power  of  fulfilling  the 
conditions  of  the  tru«t,  he  would  like  to  point  out 
to  the  House  the  position  which  was  taken  up 
before  the  Committee  which  sat  on  the  Bill. 
The  trustees  themselves  took  up  the  stand  that 
the  conditions  of  the  trust  had  not  been  fulfilled 
because  it  was  impossible  to  carry  them  out ;  and 
he  would  place  in  opposition  to  that  the  desire  of 
those  who  were  promoting  this  Bill  to  adhere 
strictly  to  the  letter  of  the  trust,  to  bring  the 
measure  into  conformity  with  the  trust,  and  to 
try,  by  every  effort,  to  have  this  institution  in 
future  managed  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  and 
the  letter  of  the  trust  it«elf .  He  therefore  acceded 
willingly  to  the  suggestion  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Christchurch  City,  that  the  words  in  clause 
30 — "  being  persons  domiciled  in  the  colony  " — 
should  be  struck  out  in  Committee ;  because  no 
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doubt  these  words  did  confine  and  restrict  a  por* 
tion  of  the  trust,  and  it  was  the  desire  of  the 
promoters  of  the  Bill  to  hare  it  carried  out  to 
the  fullest  extent.  The  trustees  appeared  before 
the  Committee  by  counsel,  and  the  position  taken 
up  by  counsel — a  legal  gentleman  not  a  member 
of  the  House — was  this  :  that  the  trust  could 
not  be  fulfilled,  and  that  it  was  the  desire  of  the 
trustees  to  take  the  case  into  Chancery  for  the 
purpose  of  modifying  and  changing  the  condition 
of  the  trust.  Now,  he  asked  the  House,  if  a  yalu- 
able  property  of  this  kind  once  got  into  Chancery, 
in  what  position  would  it  be  when  it  came  out  ? 
Was  it  desirable,  when  they  could  place  this 
trust  upon  a  satisfactory  foundation,  and  giye 
education  in  accordance  with  it,  that  this  valuable 
estate  should  be  frittered  away  in  litigation  ?  He 
had  said  that  tliere  was  no  desire  wliaterer  to 
depart  from  the  letter  of  the  trust ;  and  he  would 
point  this  outi  that  one  of  the  reasons  given 
for  the  non-fulfilment  of  the  conditions  of  the 
trust  was  that  industrial  education  coidd  not  be 
imparted.  He  appealed  to  the  House  whether 
the  tendency  of  the  present  age  was  not  in  the 
direction  of  industrial  training  and  technical  edu- 
cation ;  and,  if  so,  it  ought  to  be  the  object  of  the 
trustees  and  the  managers  of  this  property  and 
school  to  introduce  a  system  of  technical  educa- 
tion in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the  age. 
He  had  no  desire  whatever  to  take  this  trust  out 
of  the  hands  of  the  Church  of  England ;  but  he 
held  that  it  was  not  in  the  position  of  a  private 
property,  as  the  honorable  member  for  Nelson 
City  had  stated.  It  was  a  public  trust,  given 
for  a  public  object ;  and  already  by  legislation 
the  conditions  of  the  trust  had  been  changed, 
because,  by  "  The  Bishop  of  New  Zealand 
Trusts  Act,  1858,"  it  was  transferred  from  the 
Bishop  of  New  Zealand,  in  whom  it  was  origin- 
ally vested,  to  another  body  altogether.  The 
honorable  member  for  the  Thames  himself 
stated  in  his  evidence,  "  I  can  only  say  that  the 
same  Legislature  that  did  one  thing  could  do  the 
other.  I  was  only  giving  my  own  opinion.  I 
believe  ultimately  these  charitable  institutions 
will  be  found  of  great  benefit  to  the  country 
if  properly  conducted."  He  also  said,  **  It  is 
quite  clear  that  a  plan  which  was  suited  to  the 
circumstances  of  former  times  has  broken  down 
from  the  circumstances  having  entirely  altered, 
and  clearly  the  Legislature  has  a  right  to  interfere 
in  such  a  case."  Many  honorable  members  had 
said,  **  Wait  for  a  general  scheme."  He  would 
point  out  that  that  was  a  common  argument  used 
to  defeat  a  measure ;  and  there  was  really  nothing 
in  it.  Why  was  the  Committee  appointed  to  take 
evidence  ?  Because  this  matter  itself  wa«  of  suf- 
ficient importance  to  demand  an  investigation. 
That  Committee  sat,  several  meetings  were  held, 
all  the  evidence  that  was  tendered  by  the  trustees 
was  taken,  the  utmost  patience  was  shown,  and 
the  thing  was  probed  and  investigated  to  the 
very  bottom :  the  result  was,  that  the  Commit- 
tee agreed  to  recommend,  without  a  single  dis- 
sentient, that  the  Board  should  be  constituted 
in  accordance  with  the  3rd  section  of  the  Bill. 
When  he  said  there  was  not  a  single  dissentient, 
he  meant  that  the  result  finally  arrived  at  was 


accepted  by  all  parties  as  a  compromise.  Dif- 
ferent views  were  expressed ;  but  the  constitution 
of  the  Board  came  out  in  the  shape  in  which  it 
was  proposed  in  the  Bill.  And  he  wished  the 
House  to  understand  that  they  did  not  desire 
to  adhere  rigidly  to  that  constitution.  If, 
when  the  Bill  got  into  Committee,  the  Com- 
mittee were  of  opinion  that  the  Board  should 
be  differently  constituted,  he  would  be  prepared 
to  accept  any  reasonable  amendment,  because, 
as  be  said  on  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  the 
great  object  in  view  was  to  obtain  local  super- 
vision; for  nothing  could  be  clearer  than  that 
the  management  in  the  past,  as  shown  in  the 
evidence,  had  been  totally  defective.  One  of  the 
trustees  said  he  had  never  been  in  Wanganui  at 
all,  and  knew  nothing  about  the  school ;  one  had 
not  been  there  for  six  years  ;  and  the  Bishop  of 
Wellington  said  that  he  only  paid  fiying  visits  to 
Wanganui,  and  that,  whatever  was  done  with  the 
trust,  he  intended  to  resign  from  the  trusteeship 
at  an  early  date ;  so  that  they  would  lose  the 
benefit  even  of  his  flying  visits.  When  they 
considered  that  here  was  a  property  yielding 
£700  a  year,  that  there  were  only  twenty-five 
boys,  the  sons  of  wealthy  residents,  attending  the 
school,  and  that  they  paid  £7  a  year  each,  they 
must  come  to  the  conclusion  that,  after  its  twenty- 
five  years  of  existence,  the  trust  had  utterly  broken 
down.  Two  or  three  years  ago  the  attendance 
was  between  fifty  and  sixty ;  now  it  was  only 
twenty-five :  and  there  was  no  attempt  made  to 
carry  out  the  trust,  either  in  the  spirit  or  in  the 
letter.  He  would  ask  the  House  to  allow  the 
Bill  to  go  into  Committee,  where  he  would  be 
prepared  to  accept  any  reasonable  amendment 
that  might  be  proposed  in  the  constitution  of  the 
Board. 

Question  put,  "That  I  do  now  leave  the 
chair;"  upon  which  a  division  was  called  for, 
with  the  following  result : — 


Ayes 
Noes 

Majority  for 


Mr.  AUwright, 
Mr.  Andrews, 
Mr.  Bain, 
Mr.  Barron, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Mr.  Bunny, 
Captain  Colbcck, 
Mr.  Finn, 
Mr.  J.  B.  Fisher, 
Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Q-isbome, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Hutchison, 
Mr.  KeUy, 
Mr.  Lundon, 
Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  Mason, 
Mr.  McDonald, 
Mr.  Murray, 


37 


12 


Ayes. 


Mr.  Pyke, 
Mr.  Reeves, 
Mr.  Saunders, 
Mr.  Shanks, 
Mr.  Shechan, 
Mr.  Stewart, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Tainui, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tomoana, 
Colonel  Trimble, 
Mr.  Tumbull, 
Dr.  Wallis, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 
Mr.  Whyte, 
Mr.  Reader  Wood. 

Tellers, 
Mr.  Ballanoe, 
Mr.  Montgomery. 
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Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  FultoD, 
Mr.  Oibbs, 
Sir  a.  Grej, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  Hamliii, 
Major  Harris, 
Mr.  H.  Hirst, 
Mr.  Lerin, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Beid, 
Mr.  Rolleston, 
The  motion  was 


Nobs. 

Mr.  Seddon, 
Mr.  Sejmour, 
Mr.  Sfaephard, 
Mr.  Speight, 
Mr.  Studhohne, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Tawhai, 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  Wakefield, 
Major  Willis. 
Tellers, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Pitt, 
consequently  agreed  to. 


IK  COMHITTBB. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  moved,  That  the  Chairmab 
report  progress,  and  ask  leaye  to  sit  again. 

Question  put,  "  That  I  report  progress,  and 
ask  leave  to  sit  again ;"  upon  which  a  dirision 
was  called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes  25 

Noes         31 


Majority  against ... 


6 


Ates. 


Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Fulton, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Sir  G.  Grey, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  H.  Hirst, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Lundon, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Pitt, 
Mr.  Reid, 
Mr.  Bolleston, 


Mr.  Allwright, 
Mr.  Andrews, 
Mr.  Bain, 
Mr.  Ballance, 
Mr.  Barron, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Mr.  Bunny, 
Captain  Colbeck, 
Mr.  J.  B.  Fisher, 
Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher, 
Mr.  CFisbome, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Hutchison, 
Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  Mason, 
Mr.  McDonald, 


Mr.  Seddon, 
Mr.  Shephard, 
Mr.  Speight, 
Mr.  Studbolme, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Tainui, 
Mr.  Tawhai, 
Mr.  Wakefield, 
Dr.  Wallis. 
Major  Willis. 
Tellers. 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Major  Harris. 


Noes. 


Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Olirer, 
Mr.  Saunders, 
Mr.  Shanks, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Stewart, 
Mr.  Swan  son, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tomoana, 
Colonel  Trimble, 
Mr.  Turnbull, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 
Mr.  Whyte. 

Tellers, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  Montgomery. 


The  motion  was  consequently  negatived. 

Clause  3. — "  For  the  purposes  of  this  Act  a 
Board  shall  be  constituted,  to  consist  of  nine 
members,  five  of  whom  shall  be  elected  by  the 
Goneral  Synod  .of  the  Church  of  England,  and 
the  remaining  four  by  the  Education  Board  of 
the  Wanganui  District.*' 

Colonel  TBIMBLE  moved.  That  the  word 
Mr,  BaUcmce 


"  fi^e "  be  struck  ont,  with  a  riew  to  insert  the 

word  "  three." 
Question  put,  "  That  the  word  '  five '  stand  part 

of  the  clause;"  upon  which  a  division  was  called 

for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         81 

Noes         22 


Majority  for 


Mr.  Allwright, 
Mr.  Bain, 
Mr.  Ballance, 
Mr.  Barron, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Brjce, 
Mr.  Bunny, 
Captain  Colbeck, 
Mr.  J.  B.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Gisborne, 
Sir  G.  Grey, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  KeUj, 
Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  Mason, 
Mr.  McDonald, 


Mr.  Andrews, 
Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Fulton, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Major  Harris, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Lundon, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Pitt, 
Mr.  Pyke, 
Mr.  Reid, 


9 


Aybb. 


Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Olirer, 
Captain  Russell, 
Mr.  Saunders, 
Mr.  Seddon, 
Mr.  Studbolme, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tomoana,    • 
Mr.  Turnbull, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 
Mr.  Whyte. 

Tellers. 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Hutcliison. 


Nobs. 


Mr.  Rolleston, 
Mr.  Shephard, 
Mr.  Speight, 
Mr.  Stewart, 
Colonel  Trimble, 
Mr.  Wakefield, 
Dr.  Wallif, 
Major  Willis. 

Tellers. 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Sheehan. 


The  amendment  was  consequently  negatired. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  moved,  That  the  words  "  Edu- 
cation Board  of  the  Wanganui  District "  be  struck 
out,  with  a  view  to  insert  the  words  "Diocesan 
Synod  of  Wellington." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
omitted  stand  part  of  the  clause;"  upon  which 
a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  following  re- 
sult :— 

Ayes         34 

Noes         19 


Majority  for 


Mr.  Acton  Adams, 
Mr.  Bain, 
Mr.  Barron, 
Mr.  Brjrce, 
Mr.  Bunny, 
Captain  Colbeck, 
Mr.  Dick, 
Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Gisborne, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  Hislop, 


15 


Atbs. 

!  Mr.  Oliver, 
'  Captain  Russell, 
I  Mr.  Saunders, 
I  Mr.  Shanks, 
1  Mr.  Stewart, 
I  Mr.  Sutton, 
I  Mr.  Swanson, 
!  Mr.  Thomson, 
;  Mr.  Tomoana, 

Colonel  Trimble, 
I  Dr.  Wallis, 
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Mr.  HutchisoD, 
Mr.  Ireland, 
Mr.  KeUy, 
Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  McDonald, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Mom, 

Mr.  Andrews, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Fulton, 
Major  Harris, 
Mr.  Hursthoose, 
Mr.  Lundon, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Pitt, 

The  amendment  was  consequently  negatired. 
Mr.  SPEIGHT  moyed,  That  the  Chairman  do 
report  progress,  and  ask  leaye  to  sit  again. 

Question  put,  "  That  I  do  report  progress,  and 
ask  leave  to  sit  again  ;"  upon  which  a  difision 
was  called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         20 

Noes         84 


Mr.  Whitaker, 

Mr.  Whyte, 

Mr.  Reader  Wood. 

Tellers, 
Mr.  Ballanoe, 
Mr.  Murray. 

Nobs. 

Mr.  Shephard, 
Mr.  Speiffht, 
Mr.  Studhohne, 
Mr.  Tainui, 
Mr.  Tawhai, 
Mr.  Turnbull, 
Major  Willis. 
Tellers. 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Seddon. 


Majority  against... 


14 


Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Major  Harris, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Lundon, 
Mr.  Pilt, 
Captain  Russell, 
Mr.  Seddon, 
Mr.  Shanks, 

Mr.  Acton  Adams, 
Mr.  Andrews, 
Mr.  Bain, 
Mr.  Ballance, 
Mr.  Barron, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Mr.  Bunny, 
Captain  Colbeck, 
Mr.  Dick, 
Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Fulton, 
Mr.  Gisbome, 
Mr.  W.  J.  Hurst, 
Mr.  Hutchison, 
Mr.  Ireland, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  McDonald, 
Mr.  McLean, 


Ates. 

'  Mr.  Shephard, 

Mr.  Studholme, 

Mr.  Sutton, 

Mr.  Tainui, 

Mr.  Tawhai, 

Colonel  Trimble, 
1  Dr.  Wallis. 

Tellers. 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Speight. 
Nobs. 

Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Moss, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Oliver, 
Mr.  Saunders, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Stewart, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tomoana, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 
Mr.  Whyte, 
Major  WaiU, 
Mr.  Reader  Wood. 

Tellers. 
Mr.  Uislop, 
Mr.  Macandrew. 


The  motion  was  consequently  negatived. 

Clause  3.  —  New  subsection:  "The  elections 
may  be  conducted  in  such  manner  as  the  elective 
bodies  respectively  may  appoint." 

Mr.  HAMLIN  moved.  That  the  first  word 
**  The"  be  struck  out,  for  the  purpose  of  inserting 
the  word  "No." 


Question  put,  "  That  the  word  proposed  to 
be  omitted  stand  part  of  the  subsection ;"  upon 
which  a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  follow- 
ing result : — 

Ayes         84 

Noes         16 


Majority  for 


18 

Atbs. 

Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Moss, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Saunders, 
Bfr.  Shanks, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Stewart, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tomoana, 
Colonel  Trimble, 
Dr.  Wallis, 
Mr.  Whyte, 
Mr.  Reader  Wood. 

TelUrs. 
Mr.  Bunny, 
Mr.  Whitaker. 


Noes. 


Mr.  Acton  Adams, 
Mr.  Andrews, 
Mr.  Bain, 
Mr.  Ballanoe, 
Mr.  Barron, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Captain  Colbeok, 
Mr.  Dick, 
Mr.  J.  B.  Fitber, 
Mr.  Fulton, 
Mr.  Gisborne, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Ireland, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  McDonald, 
Mr.  McLean, 

Mr.  Allwright, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Major  Harris, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Lundon, 
Mr.  Pilt, 
Captain  Russell, 
Mr.  Seddon, 
The  amendment  was  consequently  negatived. 
Clause  18. — Powers  of  Board  to  lease. 
Mr.  J.  B.  FISHER  moved,  That  the  words 
"  twenty-one  years  "  be  struck  out,  with  a  view  to 
insert  the  words  "  forty-two  years." 

Question  put,  "  That  *  twenty-one '  stand  part 
of  the  clause  ; "  upon  which  a  division  was  called 
for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         15 

Noes         21 


Mr.  Shephard, 
Mr.  Tainui, 
Mr.  Tawhai, 
Mr.  Turnbull, 
Major  Willis. 

Tellers, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Speight. 


Majority  against... 


6 


Mr.  Andrews, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Mr.  Dick, 
Mr.  Fulton, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 


Mr.  Bain, 
Mr.  Barron, 
Mr.  Bunny, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher, 


Ates. 

Mr.  Ireland, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Major  WiUis. 
Tellers. 
Mr.  Murray, 
I  Mr.  Turnbull. 

Noes. 

Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  McDonald, 
Mr.  Reid, 
Mr.  Seddon, 
Mr.  Stewart, 
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Mr.  George, 
Mr.  Gisbome, 
Major  Harris, 
Mr.  W.  J.  Hurst, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  LundoD, 


Mr.  Tawhai, 
Colonel  Trimble, 
Mr.  Whitaker. 

Telleri, 
Mr.  Ballance, 
Mr.  J.  B.  Fisher. 


The  words  were  consequently  struck  out,  and 
the  amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HUBSTHOUSE  moved,  Tliat  progress  be 
reported. 

Question  put,  "  That  I  do  report  progress,  and 
ask  leare  to  sit  again;"  upon  which  a  difision 
was  called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         15 

Noes         21 


Majority  against ... 


6 


Mr.  Bain, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  George, 
Mr.  Ireland, 
Mr.  Lundon, 
Mr.  Moss, 
Mr.  Rolleston, 
Mr.  Seddon, 


Ayes. 

Mr.  Shepbard, 
Mr.  Speight, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Tawhai, 
,  Major  WiUis. 
TelletM, 
'  Mr.  Fulton, 
!  Mr.  HuTdthousc. 

Noes. 


Mr.  Andrews,  *  j  Mr.  Macandrew, 

Mr.  Ballance,  Mr.  McDonald, 

Mr.  Barron,  i  Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Bryco,  Mr.  Reid, 

Mr.  Bunny,  Mr.  Swanson, 

Mr.  De  Lautour,  Colonel  Trimble, 

Mr.  J.  B.  Fisher,  Mr.  Turnbull, 

Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher,  Mr.  Whitaker. 

Major  Harris,  Tellers, 

Mr.  Hislop,  I  Mr.  Gisbome, 

Mr.  Kelly,  |  Mr.  Reeves. 

The  motion  was  consequently  negatived. 

Clause  31. — Regulations  not  to  contravene  cer- 
tain provisions. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  moved,  That  in  the  following 
subsection  —  '*  (1.)  One-third  in  number  of  the 
scholars,  both  resident  and  day  scholars,  shall 
be  admitted  free  of  all  payment' r-harges  whatso- 
ever *' — the  words  "  One-third  in  number  of  the 
scholars,  both  resident  and  day,'*  bo  omitted. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
omitted  stand  part  of  the  clause ;"  upon  which  a 
division  was  called  for,  with  the  following  re- 
sult : — 

Ayes         18 

Noes         22 


Majority  against . 


9 


Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Ballance, 
Mr.  Barron, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Mr.  J.  B.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Gisbome, 
Mr.  HaU, 


Ayes. 

j  Mr.  Hislop, 
I  Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  McDonald, 
!  Mr.  Whitaker. 
I  Tellers. 

Mr.  Kellv, 
I  Colonel  Trimble. 


Noxs. 


Mr.  Bain, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Dick, 
Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Fultan, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  H.  Hirst, 
Mr.  W.  J.  Hurst, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Ireland, 
Mr.  Lundon, 


Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Seddon, 
Mr.  Shanks, 
Mr.  Shepbard, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Tawhai, 
Major  Willis. 


TelUrs. 
Mr.  Andrews, 
Mr.  Speight. 
The  amendment  was  consequently  agreed  to. 
Mr.  BALLANCE  moved,  That  the  following 
subsection  be  struck  out : — 

'*  (5.)  The  time  when  any  religious  observance 
or  instruction  in  religious  subjects  is  given  in 
the  school  shall  be  inserted  in  a  notice  to  be 
kept  permanently  and  conspicuously  fixed  in  each 
separate  schoolroom." 

Question  put,  ''  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
omitted  stand  part  of  the  clause  ;"  upon  which  a 
division  was  called  for,  with  the  following  re- 
sult: — 

Ayes         16 

Noes         21 


Majority  against . . . 


Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  J.  B.  Fisher, 
Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Major  Harris, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  I  eland, 
Mr.  Lundon, 

Mr.  Bain, 
Mr.  Ballance, 
Mr.  Barron, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Dick, 
Mr.  Gisbome, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  W.  J.  Hurst, 
Mr.  Kelly, 


Ayes. 

I  Mr.  Seddon, 
I  Mr.  Shanks, 
Mr.  Speight, 
I  Mr.  Tawhai, 
I  Mr.  Turnbull. 

I  Tellers. 

Mr.  Andrewf, 
Mr.  Montgomery. 
Nobs. 

Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  McDonald, 
Mr.  Rolleston, 
Mr.  Shepbard, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Colonel  Trimble, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 
Major  Willis. 
TeUers. 
Mr.  Fulton, 
Mr.  McLean. 


The  amendment  was  consequently  agreed  to. 
The  Bill  was  reported,  with  amendments. 

AUCKLAND  IMPROVEMENT  COMMIS- 
SIONERS TRANSFER  OF  POWERS. 
This  Bill  was  considered  in  Committee. 
Mr.  SEDDON  moved,  That  progress  be  re- 
ported. 

Question  put,  '*  That  I  do  report  progress,  and 
ask  leave  to  sit  again ;"  upon  which  a  division 
was  called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         11 

Noes         18 

Majority  against  7 


Mr,  J,  B.  Fisher 
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Atks. 


Mr.  Barron, 
Mr.  J.  B.  Fisher, 
Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher, 
Major  Harris, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Ireland, 


Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Bain, 
Mr.  Ballance, 
Mr.  Beethani, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  George, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  H.  Hirst, 
Mr.  W.  J.  Hurst, 
Mr.  Moss, 


Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Sbephard, 
Mr.  Tumbull. 
TellerM. 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Seddon. 


Noes. 


Mr.  O'Rorke, 
Mr.  Pitt, 
Mr.  AoUeston, 
Mr.  Speight, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Colonel  Trimble. 

Tellers, 
Mr.  Hursthoose, 
Mr.  McLean. 


The  motion  was  consequently  negatived. 

Progress  was  reported,  and  leave  giren  to  sit 
again. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty-five  minutes 
past  four  o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVir  COUNCIL. 

Friday,  2lst  November,  1879. 


First  Beftdinn— Second  Re»dmg— Third  Re»dtnf^— Har- 
boar  Defences— NatiTe  Expenditure— QoalifioAtton  of 
Bleetort  Bill  — District  Coorto  Bill— Miners'  Bights 
Fses  Beduction  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Sfbakeb  took  the  chair  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 

Pbatbbs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 

Otago  Unirersity  Reserves  Leasing  Bill,  Hoki- 
tika  Harbour  Board  Endowment  Bill,  Patents 
Bill,  Waitara  Harbour  Board  Land  and  Borrow- 
ing Bill,  Mines  Bill. 

SECOND  READING. 
Rabbit  Nuisance  Bill. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Oamaru  Harbour  Board  Bill,  New  River  Pilot 
Station    Reserve    Bill,    Rabbit    Nuisance    Bill, 
Waiuku  Recreation  Reserve  Bill. 

HARBOUR  DEFENCES. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON  moved,  That  it  is  de- 
sirable that  tbis  Council  be  informed  what  course 
the  Government  propose  to  take  with  reference 
to  the  harbour  defences,  and  the  visit  of  Colonel 
Scratohley,  R.E.,  to  inspect  the  colonial  harbours. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  BRETT  said,  whatever  steps 
the  Government  intended  taking  in  this  matter, 
he  hoped  it  would  be  done  in  a  liberal  manner, 
and  that  the  Government  would  show  they  appre- 
ciated the  services  of  so  distinguished  an  officer 
by  sending  the  Government  steamer  for  him.  If 
he  were  in  the  place  of  Colonel  Scratohley,  he 
would  not  leave  the  country  he  was  now  in  if  his 
services  were  not  appreciated  and  honored  in  a 
manner  of  that  kind.  He  simply  suggested  this 
to  the  GoTernment  so  as  xkot  to  have  a  repetition 


of  what  had  already  come  before  this  Council,  and 
which  he  considered  was  not  to  the  credit  of  a 
Parliament  like  this.  He  thought  that  by  send- 
ing the  Government  steamer  for  Colonel  Scratoli- 
ley  it  would  have  the  effect  of  removing  the  very 
unfavourable  impression  which  must  rest  in  the 
minds  of  those  distinguished  officers.  Sir  William 
Jervois  and  Colonel  Scratchley. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  said,  in  reference 
to  the  visit  of  Colonel  Scratchley,  since  the 
matter  was  under  discussion  a  few  dajs  ago  a 
letter  had  been  received  from  Colonel  Scratchley 
sajing  he  would  be  able  to  come  down  here  in 
January ;  and  the  Government  proposed  that  he 
should  come.  As  to  what  course  the  Govern- 
ment would  take  with  reference  to  harbour  de- 
fences  afterwards,  that  would  depend,  of  course,  on 
Colonel  Scratcblej's  report.  He  could  give  no 
infonnation  whatever  on  the  subject  until  the 
Government  saw  what  that  report  was. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  did  not  know  whether 
it  had  come  under  the  notice  of  his  honorable 
friend  the  Attorney- General,  but,  if  he  was  cor- 
rectly informed,  a  Royal  Commission  was  issued 
in  Eneland  a  month  or  two  ago  for  the  purpose 
of  making  inquiry  generally  into  the  question  of 
colonial  defences.  His  information  was  derived 
from  a  glance  at  the  Home  News,  which  had  been 
received  that  morning.  There  were  several  well- 
known  names  on  that  Commission,  and  the  inten- 
tion was  to  inquire  into  and  report  on  this  special 
question. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  was  very 
glad  to  hear  that  the  Government  proposed  that 
Colonel  Scratchley  should  come  down,  because, 
when  this  Royal  Commission  rhet  in  London, 
they  would  have  that  very  information  which 
they  had  sent  here  to  obtain,  but  which  could 
not  be  furnished  because  practically  the  Govern- 
ment had  done  nothing  but  procure  the  arma- 
ment. Colonel  Scratchley  had  concurred  with  him 
that  it  would  be  impossible,  for  the  sum  of  money 
estimated  in  London,  to  execute  the  works  pro- 
posed during  the  Russo-Turkish  war.  That  in 
itself  would  be  quite  sufficient  to  justify  the  Go- 
vernment in  taking  no  further  steps  until  they 
had  scientific  information  on  the  subject.  Sir  W. 
Jervois  had  already  reported  exhaustively  on  the 
defence  of  this  colony,  and  his  recommendations 
were  accepted  bv  the  Commission  which  met  in 
London  during  the  Russo-Turkish  war. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  rose  to  a  point 
of  order.  The  honorable  and  gallant  Colonel  had 
already  spoken  on  this  subjects 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  said  that,  if 
this  was  the  same  debate,  the  motion  was  a  motion 
of  his,  and  he  had  a  right  to  reply. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  this  was  a  new 
motion,  moved  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Wilson  and 
seconded  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Johnson. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  would  Uke  to 
know  what  had  become  of  the  other.  He  under- 
stood this  to  be  an  adjourned  debate.  It  was  an 
error  on  the  Order  Paper,  because  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Wilson  moved  the  adjournment,  and  he  thought 
the  Hon.  Colonel  Brett  initiated  the  subject. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  that  the  Hon. 
Colonel  Whitmore  had  moved  a  motion  some* 
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thiiif^  to  the  same  effect;  bat  that  lapsed,  and 
then  the  Hon.  Mr.  Wilson  gave  notice  of  a  similar 
motion,  and,  on  being  asked  whether  he  did  it 
on  his  own  authority,  or  on  behalf  of  the  Hon. 
Colonel  Whitmore,  he  stated  that  it  was  upon  his 
own  authority.  Therefore  this  was  a  new  motion 
before  the  Council 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOBE  thought  it 
amounted  toprettj  much  the  same  thing.  The 
Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse  had  again  made  a  mis- 
take in  saying  that  the  motion  was  initiated  by 
the  Hon.  Colonel  Brett ;  because  that  honorable 
gentleman  had  seconded  his  (Colonel  Whit- 
more's)  motion.  He  had  no  intention  what- 
erer  of  casting  imputations,  or  replying  to  any 
reflections  that  might  be  made  upon  the  late 
€k>Ternment  in  the  matter.  All  he  wanted  to 
do  was  to  point  out  why,  from  a  colonial  point 
of  riew,  he  was  glad  to  hear  that  the  Gk>Tem- 
ment  had  sent  for  Colonel  Scratchley. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  the  honorable 
gentleman  had  already  spoken  on  the  subject, 
and  oould  not  speak  again.  He  had  no  doubt, 
howerer,  as  there  had  been  some  irregularity, 
that  the  Council  woidd  permit  the  honorable 
gentleman  to  speak. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOBE  would  say 
nothing  more.  If  he  oould  neither  speak  to  a 
new  motion  nor  reply  upon  his  own  motion,  he 
had  better  remain  silent  That  appeared  to  be 
the  rule  which  was  applied  to  him,  although 
another  honorable  member  had  been  allowed  to 
speak  twice  upon  the  motion.  If  he  was  to  be 
interrupted  on  all  occasions,  he  would  rather  not 
speak  at  all.  Although  be  was  endeayouring  to 
inform  the  Council  of  the  ]>oints  in  connection 
with  which  they  had  no  information,  he  would 
take  another  opportunity  of  doing  that,  and  would 
not  trouble  the  Council  further  now. 

Question  put,  "That  the  motion  be  agreed 
to ;"  upon  which  a  division  was  ceiled  for,  with 
the  following  result : — 

Ayes         16 

Noes         19 


Majority  agaiost... 


Mr.  Aoland, 
Colonel  Brett, 
Mr.  P.  A.  Buckley, 
Mr.  Chamberlin, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  Henderson, 
Mr.  J.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Mantell, 


Atb8. 

Mr.  Martin, 
'  Mr.  Menzies, 
,  Mr.  Peter, 

Mr.  Taiaroa, 

Colonel  Whitmore, 

Mr.  Wilson, 

Mr.  Wood. 


Captain  Baillie, 
Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell, 
Mr.  G.  Buckley, 
Mr.  Gray, 
Mr.  Holmes, 
Mr.  0-.  B.  Johnson, 
Mr.  Lahmann, 
Mr.  MUler, 
Mr.  Paterson, 
Mr.  Peacock, 
The  motion  was  consequently  negatiyed 
Eon.  the  Speaker 


Nobs. 

Mr.  Pharaxyn, 

Dr.  Pollen, 

lir.  Beynolds, 

Major  Richmond,  C.B., 

Mr.  Bobinson, 

Bfr.  Scotland, 

Mr.  Waterhouse, 

Mr.  Whitaker, 

Mr.  Williamson. 


NATIVE  EXPENDITUBE. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLEB  moved,  That  the  time 
for  bringing  up  the  report  of  the  Native  Expen- 
diture Committee  be  extended  till  the  3rd  De- 
cember next. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  thought  the  Council 
should  have  K>me  information  from  the  honorable 
gentleman  as  to  the  cause  of  delay  in  the  pre- 
sentation of  this  report.  It  was  a  subject  upon 
which  there  was  a  great  deal  of  public — he  would 
not  say  anxiety,  but  rather— curiosity,  and  ihere 
had  probably  been  a  great  deal  of  exaggeration  in 
the  reports  which  had  been  circulated  upon  the 
subject.  It  was  therefore  desirable  that  tJie  least 
possible  delay  should  occur  in  the  presentatioB  of 
the  report  of  the  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOBE  most  saj  ha 
thought  there  was  a  great  deal  of  point  in  the 
remarks  of  the  honorable  member.  He  would 
like  to  see  the  report  brought  up  as  soon  as 
possible,  because,  if  there  were  further  delays, 
the  session  would  end  before  any  report  yras 
brought  up.  He  would  be  glad  if  the  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  would  ask  for  a  shorter  extan- 
sion  of  time — say,  a  week ;  and  then,  if  naoessaiy, 
a  further  extension  could  be  asked  for.  He  be- 
lieyed  the  report  was  in  a  fair  way  of  completion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES  said  it  might  not  be 
improper  for  him,  as  a  member  of  the  Committee, 
to  say  that  an  interim  report  was  under  con- 
sideration, and  would  probably  be  presented  on 
next  sitting-day.  The  Committee  was  not,  how- 
ever, satisfied  that  all  it  had  to  say  would  be  con- 
tained in  that  report,  and  therefore  desired  a 
further  extension  of  time. 

QUALIFICATION  OF  ELECTOBS  BILL. 
Tlie  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKEB.  —  Sir,  I  look 
upon  it  as  an  advantage  which  this  Council  pos- 
sesses, in  dealing  vrith  this  question,  that  it  has 
no  direct  personal  interest  in  the  matter.  In  the 
other  House,  as  a  matter  of  course,  members  are 
elected  by  the  people,  and  they  have  a  more  im- 
mediate interest  in  the  subject ;  and,  without  at 
all  saying  that. they  would  allow  themselves  to 
be  warped  as  to  their  proceedings  in  reference 
to  such  a  measure,  at  the  same  time  it  is  well 
known  that  where  there  is  a  certain  amount  of 
personal  interest  there  may,  possibly,  be  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  bias.  This  Council,  not  being  at 
all  afiscted  by  the  Qualification  of  Electors  Bill, 
and  not  being  affected  in  any  way  as  to  the  voting 
of  electors,  is  able  to  look  upon  this  question  from 
a  different  point  of  view  from  that  which  would 
be  taken  by  the  House  of  Bepresentatives :  honor- 
able members  here  are  able  the  more  calmly  and 
quietly  to  consider  the  whole  bearings  of  the 
case,  and  to  deal  with  it  apart  altogether  from 
any  kind  of  feeling  such  as  actuates  members 
in  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  this  Council  has  long  since  realized 
that  the  Constitution  Act  which  was  granted 
to  New  Zealand  in  1852  is  a  Constitution  of  a 
democratic  chazacter.  I  have  no  doubt  that  that 
feeling  has  been  realized,  and  that  the  Council, 
dn  dealing  with  a  question  of  this  kind,  must 
deal  with  it  in  that  view.  We  must  recognize 
that,  in  considering  the  alterations  that  are  from 
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time  to  time  required  to  be  made  in  the  ConBtita- 
tion,  we  should  neyer  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  the 
Constitution,  when  granted^  was  of  a  yerj  demo- 
oratio  character.  I  have  no  doubt  the  Council,  as 
it  has  hitherto  done,  will  upon  all  occasions  fairly 
consider  the  form  in  which  it  will  have  amend- 
ments made  in  the  Constitution,  and  that  it  will 
consider  this  Bill  in  a  spirit  of  liberality.  So 
far  as  roj  experience  has  gone,  the  Council  has 
hitherto  most  fairlj  and  reasonably  dealt  with  all 
propositions  of  this  kind.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  this  Council  is  of  a  more  conservatiye  nature 
than  the  other  House,  elected,  as  that  is,  by  a  yery 
broad  suffrage.  The  oonseryatire  element  hpA  a 
great  advantage  in  tempering  the  feeling  which 
might  otherwise  run  to  excess.  At  the  same 
time,  the  Council  is  fairly  called  upon  to  deal 
with  a  matter  of  this  kind  in  a  spirit  of 
liberality,  and  in  a  spirit  that  is  in  consonance 
with  the  form  of  Constitution  under  which  we 
liye.  The  question  of  the  extension  of  the  suf- 
frage is  one  which  has  been  agitated  from  time 
to  time,  ever  since  the  Constitution  Act  came 
into  operation  in  1854.  It  has  been  constantly 
under  consideration,  and  alterations  haye  been 
made,  producing  probably  no  very  great  effect; 
and  it  does  not  appear  to  me  that  alterations 
such  as  are  proposed  in  this  Bill  will  change 
in  a  yery  great  measure  the  state  of  things 
already  existing.  I  think  that,  on  the  one  hand, 
those  who  expect  it  will  make  a  great  change 
will  find  that  they  haye  been  mistaken ;  and  that 
those  of  a  more  conseryative  character  who  dread 
the  passing  of  this  measure  will  also  be  mistaken 
aa  to  its  results,  and,  to  a  great  extent,  both  sides 
will  be  disappointed  in  re^i^  to  the  expecta- 
tions they  haye  formed.  That  it  will  haye  a 
certain  effect  there  is  no  doubt.  It  does  appear 
to  me  of  importance  that  we  should  consider 
the  question  entirely  in  reference  to  what  the 
rights  of  the  people  are,  and  to  the  consequences 
which  are  likely  to  result  from  the  concession  of 
those  rights.  It  does  not  always  follow  that 
when  an  extension  of  the  suff*rage  takes  place  the 
countiT  becomes  yery  much  more  democratic.  I 
hold  that  it  is  not  so  in  principle ;  and  in  prac- 
tice it  has  turned  out  otherwise.  I  would  remind 
the  Council  of  one  instance  of  reform  in  England. 
There  was  an  extension  of  the  sufi'rage  in  1868, 
and  the  electors  in  the  boroughs  of  England 
were  increased  from  600,000  to  1,600,000  or 
1,700,000,  and  in  the  counties  the  electors  were 
increased  to  the  extent  of  one-third.  In  con- 
sequence of  that  electoral  reform  the  electors  in 
the  United  Kingdom  were  increased  by  one-half. 
That  was  in  18^68;  but,  at  the  genend  election 
which  took  place  in  1874,  what  do  we  see  ?  That 
a  Conseryatiye  Ministry  had  a  larger  majority  in 
the  new  House  than  any  BdUnistry  had  secured 
for  yery  many  years,  and  that  they  are  holding 
office  up  to  the  present  time.  I  simply  mention 
this  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  it  does  not 
follow  that  a  lowering  of  the  franchise,  or  an  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  electors,  necessarily  de- 
stroys any  conseryative  element  whateyer.  This 
is  a  yery  important  matter  for  our  consideration, 
because,  although  our  Constitution  is  of  a  demo- 
cratic character,  at  the  same  time  we  desire  that 
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it  should  not  wildly  run  to  radicalism.  That  ther^ 
should  be  a  conseryatiye  element  no  doubt  eyery- 
body  will,  to  a  certain  extent,  admit.  I  do  not 
think  that  element  will  be  at  all  destroyed,  in- 
jured, or  impaired  by  the  fact  of  granting  an 
extension  of  the  franchise.  With  regard  to  the 
proposed  fhinchise,  I  dare  say  that  no  honorable 
members  will  desire,  on  the  one  hand,  that  per- 
sons who  are  merely  passers  through  the  country, 
liying  in  it  merely  for  a  short  time,  and  haying 
no  interest  whateyer  in  the  country,  should  inter- 
fere in  any  way  with  our  elections,  and  interfere 
with  our  Constitution  ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  it 
does  appear  to  me  that  all  the  inhabitants  of  New 
Zealand  having  a  direct  interest  in  the  working  of 
the  Constitution  are,  to  a  certain  extent,  entiUed 
to  the  franchise.  I  know  of  no  good  reason 
why  any  portion  of  the  inhabitants  fairly  en- 
titled to  it  should  be  excluded  from  exercising 
the  elective  privilege.  They,  to  say  the  least, 
have  rights,  and  the  only  justification  for  with- 
holding those  rights  would  be  that  it  was  not 
expedient  to  grant  them.  I  do  not  believe  it  is 
expedient  to  withhold  those  rights ;  on  the  con- 
traiy,  I  think  it  is  expedient  and  right  that  they 
should  be  granted.  Under  the  circumstances,  the 
Council  wiQ  probably  come  to  the  same  conclusion 
as  myself— -that  these  existing  rights  should  be 
granted,  and  that  there  is  no  just  or  reasonable 
cause  why  they  should  be  withheld.  I  am  satis- 
fied that  no  injurious  results  will  follow  upon  the 
extension  of  the  franchise  as  proposed  in  this 
Bill.  The  present  state  of  the  law  in  reference 
to  the  oualification  of  electors  is  of  a  most  com- 
plicatea  character.  The  number  of  Acts  already 
existing  in  reference  to  the  franchise  is  eight, 
and  the  Constitution  Act  makes  nine.  The  Con- 
stitution Act  was  passed  in  1852,  and,  down  to 
1875,  frequent  alterations  have  been  made,  until 
at  last  the  franchise  has  become  so  very  com- 
plicated in  its  character  as  to  make  it  a  very  dif* 
fioult  thing  perfectly  to  understand.  If  there 
were  no  other  reason  for  it,  that  would  be  a  good 
reason,  at  all  events,  for  consolidating  and  amend- 
ing the  law  as  to  the  franchise.  I  think  the 
whole  number  of  Acts  has  been  reduced  with 
very  great  advantage  to  the  very  small  Bill  I  have  . 
here,  and  which  has  been  reduced  to  seven  olaasei. 
We  shall,  if  we  pass  this  measure,  have,  in  my 
opinion,  a  better  franchise  in  every  possible  re- 
spect. We  shall  have  an  extended  franchise, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  one  of  a  more  conservative 
character.  The  number  of  franchises  that  exist  at 
present  are  exceedingly  niunerous.  In  the  Con- 
stitution Act  there  are  the  freehold  qualification  of 
£50,  a  leasehold  franchise  of  £10  a  year,  a  house- 
hold qualification  in  boroughs  of  £10  a  year  and 
in  country  districts  of  £5  a  year.  There  is  the 
Qualification  of  Electors  Bill  of  1870,  under  which 
a  miner's  right  for  six  months  conferred  the  pri- 
vilege of  voting.  Under  the  same  Act  there  ia 
a  bnsiness  license  conferring  the  right  to  vote. 
Under  "  The  Registration  of  Electors  Act,  1876," 
all  those  who  pay  rates  have  a  vote.  Under  "  The 
Lodgers  Franchise  Act,  1875,"  certain  lodgers 
have  a  qualification.  So  we  have  the  most  com- 
plicated franchises  that  can  possibly  be  imagined. 
It  appears  to  me  that,  taking  all  these  quuifica- 
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tions  into  consideration,  there  are  practicallj  yerj 
few  people  wLo  are  excluded  from  the  franchise. 
I  see  that  there  is  yerj  great  adyantage  in  getting 
rid,  at  all  events,  of  this  complication.  The  Bill 
I  hare  the  honor  to  propose  tho  second  reading 
of  reduces  the  whole  of  these  Acts,  consisting  of 
nine,  with  some  eight  or  ten  different  franchises 
— reduces  the  whole  to  a  short  Bill  of  some 
seren  clauses,  which,  I  apprehend,  there  will  be 
no  difficulty  in  comprehending.  Its  proposals 
are  Terj  simple.  It  proposes  that  the  Europeans 
shall  liiave  two  franchises,  and  that  the  Maoris 
■hail  hare  two  franchises  also;  but  thej  are 
on  a  different  footing.  The  Bill  is  not  in  pre- 
cisely the  same  shape  as  it  was  originally  brought 
in  by  the  Goremment;  it  has  been  amended 
in  seyeral  respects,  to  which  I  shall  call  atten- 
tion presently.  With  regard  to  the  franchise  of 
Buropeans,  there  is  what  is  called,  first  of  all, 
the  freehold  franchise.  Ereiy  man  who  holds  a 
pieoe  of  land  to  the  value  of  £25  has  a  right  to 
a  yote,  and  to  hayo  his  name  put  upon  the  regis- 
ter of  electors.  Then  there  is  the  residential 
qualification,  which  has  been  yery  much  spoken 
of.  It  enables  a  man  who  has  been  twelve 
months  in  the  country,  and  who  has  resided  six 
months  in  a  particular  district,  to  have  a  vote  for 
a  particular  district,  and  to  have  his  vote  regis- 
tered accordingly.  Instead  of  all  these  different 
qualifications  which  at  present  exist,  and  which 
are  of  so  complicated  a  nature,  the  whole  of 
the  qualifications  required  for  Europeans  are 
reduced  to  two.  It  was  the  intention  in  the 
original  Bill  that  the  Natives  should  not  yote  at 
all  with  Europeans.  The  proposal  there  was 
that  the  Maori  representation  should  be  added 
to — that  the  Natives  should  not  be  permitted  to 
be  upon  the  European  roll,  nor  should  the  Euro- 
peans be  permitted  to  be  upon  the  Native  roll. 
j?he  Natives  were  to  get  a  certain  number  of 
members  in  proportion  to  the  European  mem- 
bers. I  stUl  think  that  legislation  in  that  direc- 
tion would  have  been  the  most  advantageous. 
However,  it  must  be  admitted  tliat  this  is  a  great 
advance  on  our  present  system,  and  we  ought  to 
be  glad  that  we  are  to  get  something  which  will 
destroy  the  present  complicated,  difficult,  and 
unsatisfactory  sjstem.  Whether  or  not  it  may 
be  desirable  at  a  future  time  to  give  the  Maoris 
further  representation  of  their  own,  and  to  ex- 
clude them  altogether  from  ours,  will  be  a  ques- 
tion for  consideration.  I  do  not  think  the  num- 
ber of  Maoris  admitted  to  the  franchise  will  very 
seriously  interfere  with  the  European  representa- 
tion, because  a  limitation  is  placed  upon  their 
franchise  which  will  keep  tho  numbers  within 
reasonable  bounds.  The  franchise  is  to  be  con- 
ferred upon  Bx^ry  Maori  who  is  a  ratepayer.  A 
great  deal  has  been  said  about  the  Maoris  being 
ratepayers,  and  about  their  right  to  vote.  I  think 
the  best  thing  we  could  do  would  be  to  give  them 
precisely  the  same  franchise  we  have  ourselves ; 
but  I  do  not  think  that  would  be  satisfactory  to 
them,  as  they  look  upon  the  special  representa- 
tion as  being  more  advantageous  to  themselves. 
If  we  are  to  put  them  into  the  same  position 
as  the  Europeans,  it  would  be  an  injustice  to 
give  them  the  special  representation  also.  This 
Eon,  Mr,  WhUaker 


Bill  does  neither  one  thing  nor  the  other.  It 
neither  gives  the  Maoris  special  representation  in 
conformity  with  their  numbers  as  compared  to  the 
Europeans,  nor  does  it  exclude  them  altogether 
from  the  qualification  which  the  Europeans  possen. 
It  is,  in  point  of  fact,  something  intermediate. 
It  gives  them  half  of  one  and  half  of  the  other. 
How  far  that  is  desirable  I  cannot  say,  but  it 
certainly  is  not  what  I  should  have  done.  How- 
ever, as  the  Bill  is  an  advance  upon  the  -present 
system,  and  as  it  passed  through  the  other  branch 
of  the  Legislature  by  a  large  majority,  I  think  it 
would  be  wise  for  the  Council  to  pass  it  also. 
Having  got  so  far,  it  would  be  a  matter  for  con- 
sideration hereafter  whether  it  is  desirable  that 
some  other  alteration  should  be  made.  It  has 
been  said  that  it  would  not  be  desirable  to  in- 
crease the  Native  element  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. I  do  not  agree  with  that.  I  have 
sat  in  the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  and  I  am 
satisfied  that  there  are  no  members  in  that  House 
who  conduct  themselves  with  more  propriety  than 
the  Native  members  ;  and  as  to  saying  that  they 
are  alwajs  influenced  in  favour  of  any  particular 
Ministry,  or  any  particular  party,  I  do  not  be- 
lieve that  either.  Latterly,  from  the  presence  of 
a  particular  gentleman  in  that  House,  they  may 
pc^ibly  have  been  operated  upon  more  than  in 
former  times.  I  allude  to  Mr.  Sheehan,  who,  beiog 
a  Native  scholar  and  an  active  man,  has  had  more 
opportunities  than  anj  other  man  of  influencing 
the  Maoris.  But  still  I  think  the  Maoris  have 
very  successfully  withstood  any  blandishments  of 
Mr.  Sheelian  or  other  persons.  I  do  not  think 
it  would  injure  us  or  anybody  else  to  give  them 
increased  representation.  I  think  that  would 
please  them  more  than  giving  them  joint  repre- 
sentation with  the  Europeans.  However,  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives  thought  otherwise. 
They  thought  that  was  not  the  most  desiraUe 
thing  to  do,  and  they  came  to  a  sort  of  com- 
promise in  the  matter.  I  think  the  Council 
should  accept  it  in  the  same  light.  I  b^  to  move 
the  second  reading  of  the  BilL 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE.— I  congr^- 
late  the  honorable  gentleman  on  his  introduction 
of  a  Bill  upon  which  I  believe  his  heart  has  been 
set  for  many  years.  He  has  been  most  consistent 
in  advocating  this  measure  in  every  Parliament, 
and  I  feel  sure  that  he  must  express  something 
more  than  the  usual  gratification  of  a  Minister 
when  he  says  that  he  is  proud  of  having  the 
honor  of  introducing  it  to-day.  The  great  beauty 
of  this  Bill,  to  my  mind,  is  its  extreme  sinoplioity. 
Any  one  who  can  understand  ordinary  Bnglini 
can  understand  it.  It  lays  down  as  the  electoral 
qualification  only  two  very  •  easily  -  understood 
franchises.  Inasmuch  as  the  Constitution  A(^ 
has  been  set  aside  in  the  instances  which  the 
honorable  gentleman  has  given,  there  can  be  no 
very  great  objection  from  the  point  of  view  those 
Conservatives  would  take  who  wish  to  conserve 
every  letter  of  that  Act,  because  a  clause  is  intro- 
duced which  will  embrace  all  the  qualifications 
in  that  Act.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the 
introduction  of  the  residential  franchise  will  li- 
able every  person  in  the  towns  to  be  placed  on 
the  roll.     The  only  people,  as  far  as  I  oaa  \ 
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tain,  wbo  are  excluded  from  Yoting  at  elections 
now  are  the  labouring-men  in  the  country  places, 
and  poMiblj  a  few  labourers  in  the  towns;  but 
thej  are  almost  to  a  man  in  favour  of  property, 
because  thcT  are  trjing  to  acquire  it  by  labour. 
There  are  thousands  and  thousands  of  people  of 
that  class  in  the  country,  but  there  are  not  many 
who  could  be  qualified  under  the  scTen  or  eight 
franchises  whicn  now  exist,  if  tliey  wished  it.  I 
myself  regard  this  class  as  the  most  conserratire 
element  of  the  population  ;  so  honorable  gentle- 
men need  not  be  afraid  of  them.  Another  reason 
why  I  faTour  this  Bill  is  that  it  sweeps  away 
that  roost  injurious  franchise,  the  miners  right. 
That  franchise  has  had  an  exceedingly  bad 
eflect,  as  we  haye  seen  in  cases  where  numbers 
of  persons  who  only  pay  £1  a  year  for  a  minor's 
right  hare  been  taken  from  one  district  to 
another,  in  order  to  influence  elections.  Then 
the  honorable  gentleman  laid  great  stress  upon 
the  Maori  qualification.  He  "  damned  "  it  alto- 
gether with  ''faint  praise,"  in  a  "Don't  put 
it  under  the  pump "  sort  of  manner.  I  congra- 
tulate the  GoTemment  on  having  accepted  that 
xjlause,  which  is  word  for  word  the  same  as  the 
proposal  made  by  the  Hon.  Sir  Dillon  Bell  last 
year,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  late  Govern- 
ment, which  had  been  howled  at  for  wishing  to  in- 
troduce it,  on  the  pretence  that  it  gave  the  Maoris 
the  dual  vote.  However,  the  Council  rejected  it. 
I  must  say  that  I  prefer  this  clause  to  the  pro- 
posal wliich  the  honorable  gentleman's  colleague 
wished  to  introduce  in  another  place,  because, 
Instead  of  passing  exceptional  legislation,  which 
will  tend  to  separate  the  Maori  race  from  us, 
we  should  try  to  break  down  those  barriers,  so 
that  they  might  stand  before  the  law  in  the 
same  position  as  ourselves.  And,  if  it  comes  to 
be  a  question  of  influence,  what  will  be  the  eflect 
of  introducing  nine  or  ten  Maori  members  into 
the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  ?  We  should 
simply  band  over  the  country  to  these  nine  or 
ten  persons,  for  nine  votes  taken  off  one  side  and 
put  on  the  other  would  turn  any  discussion.  I 
do  not  wish  to  give  instances  of  persons  who 
have  exercised  sreat  influence  over  the  Maoris; 
but  I  may  be  aUowed  to  say  that  the  late  Native 
Minister  is  not  the  first  Native  Minister  who  has 
exercised  great  inflnonce  o\er  the  Maori  members 
in  that  House,  and  that  there  is  a  certain  danger 
in  it  is  unquestionable.  But  if  there  is  that 
danger  in  the  House,  it  is  quite  a  mistake  to 
suppose  that  there  is  an  equal  danger  in  the 
country.  In  the  country  districts  the  Maoris 
are  not  so  much  under  the  influence  of  one 
particular  person.  In  two  districts  where  the 
Native  Minister  was  supposed  to  have  a  special 
influence,  I  have  seen  two  persons  elected  against 
the  Government  by  the  Maori  votes ;  and  tlie 
Native  Minister  himself  unsuccessfully  contested 
an  election  in  a  district  where  there  are  largo 
numbers  of  Maoris  on  the  roll.  I  am  afraid  that, 
in  the  present  state  of  the  education  of  the 
Maori  race,  they  will  not  find  enough  good  men  to 
come  here  who  are  trained  in  the  business  of 
Parliament.  If  they  send  us  four  as  able  and 
respectable  chiefs  as  we  have  had  here  for  some 
time  past,  I  think  that  is  a  ^ood  deal  to  ask 


from  a  race  that  has  not  had  the  full  advantage 
of  education.  By  giving  them  a  small  portion 
of  the  representation  they  are  entitled  to  have  in 
the  way  proposed,  we  give  them  a  voice  in  the 
management  of  affairs  affecting  themselves ;  but 
I  wish  to  know  why  a  distinction  should  be 
made  in  the  freehold  qualification  of  the  Maori 
and  the  European.  I  see  that  a  European  is 
qualified  by  freehold  property  worth  £25,  whether 
encumbered  or  not ;  whereas  a  Maori  is  not 
entitled  to  a  vote  for  an  encumbered  property 
at  all.  With  regard  to  the  plural  vote,  I  think 
property  ought  to  be  a  reaUty ;  and  I  must  say 
that  I  do  not  think  the  property  qualification  is 
large  enough.  I  do  not  know  why  it  should 
be  reduced  from  the  £50  specified  in  the  Con- 
stituliou  Act,  and  in  Committee  I  shall  propose 
to  restore  it  to  that  amount.  The  honorable 
gentleman  very  truly  said  that  honorable  gentle- 
men who  were  of  a  conservative  cast  of  mind, 
— and,  by  conservative,  I  suppose  he  refers  to  the 
Tory  mind — need  not  dread  this  Bill.  I  can  only 
remind  him  of  what  a  celebrated  Tory  leader  said 
with  regard  to  another  Bill.  He  said,  "  Don't 
suppose  that  we  shall  bo  hurt  by  this  Bill ;  its 
effect  will  be  to  give  us  a  much  greater  influence 
in  Parliament."  Therefore  any  fears  in  this  direc- 
tion are  entirely  without  foundation.  The  ballot 
had  the  effect  of  giving  the  Conservative  Govern- 
ment in  England  a  larger  majority  than  had  ever 
been  known  in  Parliament.  The  whole  meaning 
of  this  Bill  is  comprised  in  the  firit  three  clauses, 
and  in  regard  to  them  I  have  only  to  observe 
that  I  take  objeolion  to  the  value  in  the  Ist  sub- 
section, and  to  the  provisions  of  subsection  (3), 
dealing  with  registration.  Under  the  Srd  sub- 
section, any  person  can  lodge  his  claim  to  vote, 
and  then  next  day  vote  at  the  next  election.  I 
certainly  think  that  some  precaution  ought  to  be 
taken  to  ascertain  whether  a  person  has  a  right  to 
register  his  vote.  The  present  Government,  as 
well  as  the  late  Gh>vemmeut,  have  been  pledged 
to  introduce  this  Bill.  I  have  np  objection  to  the 
Bill,  which  is  virtually  the  measure  I  had  the 
honor  to  introduce  on  a  former  occasion.  It  is, 
perhaps,  simplified  and  improved,  and  I  hope  the 
Council  will  not  reject  it.  1  perceive  one  or  two 
amendments  which  may  be  made  with  advantage, 
and  in  Committee  I  shall  move  the  amendments 
I  have  pointed  out. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL.— If  I  had 
not  spoken  on  the  Triennial  Parliaments  Bill,  I 
should  not  trouble  the  Council  with  any  remarks 
to-day.  But,  as  I  then  expressed  a  very  strong 
objection  to  that  measure,  which  was  one  of  the 
*•  grand  liberal  policy  "  measures  proposed  by  the 
late  Government  at  the  beginning  of  the  first 
session  of  1879,  I  do  not  wish  it  to  be  supposed 
that  there  are  any  membora  in  the  Council  who* 
are  unwilling  to  extend  the  franchise  in  the  man- 
ner now  proposed.  Indeed,  the  very  members 
who  were  most  unwilling  that  the  Triennial 
Parliaments  Act  should  pass,  considering  it  to  be 
entirely  an  illiberal  measure  and  the  very  reverse 
of  what  it  pretended  to  be,  will  probably  be 
found  to  be  those  most  willing  to  have  the  suffrage 
extended.  As  far  as  the  Lrgislative  Council  is 
I  concerned,  we  have  never  expressed  any  objection 
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to  extending  the  franchise.  On  the  contrsrj, 
we  concurred  most  oheerfiilly  with  the  House  of 
BepresentatiTes,  in  1878,  in  extending  the  suffrage 
as  we  were  asked  to  do  :  and  it  was  onlj  because 
of  the  persistency  with  which  the  Prime  Minister 
of  that  time  refused  to  receive  back  from  this 
Council  the  Bill  in  the  shape  in  which  he  had 
himself  introduced  it  into  the  other  House  of 
Parliament,  that  the  people  of  the  colony  were 
deprived  of  the  franchise  we  were  then  quite 
willing  to  give  them.  It  was  only  one  of  the 
many  pretences  which  the  Prime  Minister  of  that 
day,  Sir  George  Grey,  eagerly  sought  after — and 
of  course  all  the  members  of  his  Government 
were  equally  responsible  with  him — in  order  to 
accuse  the  Legislative  Council  of  standing  in 
the  way  of  the  freedom  of  the  people,  as  if  the 
Council  had  ever  wished  to  crush  the  nascent 
desire  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  country  to  take 
a  larffer  part  in  the  government  of  the  colony. 
Sir,  the  Government  of  which  Sir  George  Grey 
was  the  leader  never  lost  an  opportunity  of  pour- 
ing upon  the  Legislative  Council  the  most  un- 
measured abuse  for  their  part  in  connection  with 
the  Electoral  Bill  of  that  day.  The  Government 
of  Sir  George  Grey  did  their  best  to  hold  up  the 
Legislative  Council  to  the  execration  of  the  people. 
The  Government  of  Sir  George  Grey  left  no  stone 
unturned  to  represent  the  Legislative  Council  as 
the  enemies  of  any  extension  of  the  suffrage. 
Therefore  I  hope  that  other  honorable  members 
besides  myself  will  take  the  opportunity  of  placing 
on  record — and  we  never  know  until  some  future 
day  the  value  of  putting  such  things  on  record 
— our  declaration  that  those  statements  made 
by  the  Government  of  Sir  George  Grey  were  en- 
tirely without  foundation,  and  that  this  Legislative 
Council  was  not  less  willing  then  than  it  is  now 
to  grant  the  extension  of  uie  suffrage  which  the 
present  Government  ask  us  to  agree  to.  I  have 
no  doubt  the  same  accusations  will  be  made  again 
aa  were  made  then,  and  as  often  as  they  are 
repeated  they  will  be  equally  without  any  justi- 
fication in  fact.  Sir,  the  observation  made  by 
the  honorable  and  learned  Attorney-General,  that 
those  interested  in  the  maintenance  of  conser- 
vative principles  in  government  need  not  fear 
the  extension  of  suffrage  proposed,  was  a  per- 
fectly sound  one.  My  honorable  friend  fell,  it  is 
true,  into  a  slight  error  in  saying  that  the  first 
occasion  on  which  the  result  of  Mr.  Disraeli's 
legislation  was  seen  was  the  return  of  the  present 
Conservative  Government  to  power.  He  had 
forgotten  that,  when  the  measures  of  Mr.  Disraeli, 
in  1867  and  1868,  for  the  extension  of  the  suffrage 
were  passed,  the  immediate  effect  of  them  was 
to  turn  Mr.  Disraeli  out.  The  general  election 
took  place  in  1868,  and  he  did  not  even  meet  the 
House  of  Commons  again,  but  withdrew  from  the 
Government  and  gave  it  up  to  Mr.  Gladstone. 
The  Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore  was  quit«  right  in 
saying  that  Mr.  Disraeli  assured  the  House  of 
Commons  that  it  was  not  from  his  extension  of 
the  franchise  that  the  triumph  of  democracy  must 
bo  feared  in  England :  on  the  contrary,  as  the 
honorable  and  learned  AttorneyGeneral  pointed 
out,  it  was  undoubtedly  seen,  in  the  general 
election  of  1874,  that,  notwithstanding  1^.  Dis-  I 
Bon,  Sir  F,  Dillon  BeU 


raeli's  large  extension  of  suffrage,  the  growth  of 
conservative  feeling  had  become  very  marked  in 
England.  Nor  do  I  believe  it  will  be  otherwise 
here.  I  have  no  fear  whatever,  so  far  as  my  own 
opinion  may  be  considered  worth  having,  that 
conservative  principles  will  suffer  by  an  extension 
of  the  sufiVage.  On  the  contrary,  I  will  go  so 
far  as  to  say  that,  if  at  any  general  election  pre- 
ceding the  late  one  there  had  been  a  larger  num- 
her  able  to  vote,  men  of  property  would  have 
been  returned  in  even  greater  numbers  than  they 
were  at  the  late  election.  What  I  am  afraid  of, 
rather,  is  on  the  other  side :  that  the  more  you  ex- 
tend the  suffrage,  the  more  you  will  throw  power 
into  the  hands  of  the  wealthy  and  the  more  you 
will  induce  the  spending  of  money  in  buying  votes 
at  general  elections.  The  t-endency  will  be  to  have 
property  even  more  represented  in  Parliament 
than  it  hitherto  has  been.  With  regard  to  what 
my  honorable  and  learned  friend  said  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Maori  representation,  I  agree  with  the 
Proposal  made  by  the  Government  in  this  Bill, 
ndeed,  it  is  well  known  to  honorable  members 
— I  think  it  has  been  mentioned  by  the  Hon. 
Colonel  Whitmore  —  that  the  proposal  is  prac- 
tically the  same  as  was  madn  in  1878.  It  was 
not  made  by  me,  but  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Wilson,  in 
endeavouring  to  reconcile  the  differences  which 
existed  then  :  and,  if  the  Government  had  only 
been  reasonable  at  that  time,  I  do  not  think  there 
would  have  been  any  objection  to  it.  But  the 
Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore  refused  to  have  anything 
to  do  with  it,  and  drove  the  Council  at  last  to 
take  up  the  attitude  of  absolutely  refusing  any- 
thing in  the  shape  of  the  dual  vote.  Ther©  was 
one  statement  msMie  by  the  Ivonorable  and  learned 
Attorney  -  General,  and  echoed  by  the  Hon. 
Colonel  Whitmore,  against  which  I  wish  to 
express  my  own  view  very  strongly.  I  under- 
stood the  Hon.  the  Attoniey-Gkneral  to  say  that 
it  was  his  own  opinion,  and  the  opinion  of  the 
Gk)vernment  at  one  time,  that  it  would  be  a 
good  thing  to  extend  the  Maori  representation 
in  the  other  House,  and  that  this  was  the  object 
of  the  Bill  the  Government  introduced.  I  think 
that  would  be  a  very  great  mistake.  It  is  entirely 
losing  sight  of  the  iundamentul  principle  of  the 
Maori  Representation  Act  to  suppose  that,  because 
there  is  a  certain  number  of  English  members 
returned  to  represent  the  European  population, 
therefore  the  Maori  members,  elected  on  a  totally 
different  francliise,  should  bear  any  specific  rela- 
tion to  that  number  of  English  members.  That 
is  a  fundamental  error,  and  I  think  it  can  be 
clearly  shown  to  be  so  in  this  way.  When  the 
Maori  Representation  Act  was  passed,  the  rela- 
tive proportions  of  the  English  and  Maori  popula- 
tions were  very  different  from  what  they  are  now : 
I  think  there  were  then  60,000  Natives  and 
250,000  Europeans  in  the  colony.  At  that  time 
it  was  not  thought  ueces.^ary  to  give  more  than 
four  Maori  members  as  special  representation. 
But  now  the  proportions  are  entirely  reveraed. 
There  are  now  only  40,000  Natives  in  the  coun- 
try, while  there  are  nearly  half  a  million  English 
people.  Therefore,  by  all  parity  of  reasoning,  in- 
stead of  the  number  of  Maori  members  being 
increased,  it  ought  to  be  reduced.    If  it  was  only 
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necessary  to  gi^e  four  Maori  members  when  the 
proportion  was  as  60  to  250,  there  is  no  justice 
or  fair-plaj  in  giving  them  larger  representation 
when  their  proportion  is  only  40  to  500.  As  was 
justly  said  by  the  Hon.  Colonel  Whitmoro,  we 
must  not  forget  that  we  have  had  warnings  of 
absolute  danger  to  European  interests  involved 
in  the  existence  of  a  large  Maori  representation 
in  the  House  of  Representatives.  I  believe  I  am 
not  likely  to  be  misunderstood  by  the  Natives,  cer- 
tainly not  by  my  Native  friends  in  this  Council,  as 
finding  fault  with  the  Native  representation  as  it 
is.  On  the  contrary,  I  was  one  of  those  in  favour 
of  it  originally,  and  I  did  the  best  I  could  to 
carry  it  out  and  maintain  it.  Moreover  it  can  be 
said  that  in  both  Houses  it  has  been  a  complete 
success*  so  far  as  regards  the  intelligence,  modera- 
tion,  and  good  sense  shown  by  (he  Native  mem- 
bers themselves.  But  it  would  be  a  great  evil, 
and  would  become,  presently,  a  very  great  danger, 
if,  in  the  political  conflicts  in  which  we  engage, 
we  should  give  to  the  Qovemment  of  the  day 
an  extended  power  of  manipulation — I  use  the 
word  of  the  honorable  and  learned  Attorney- 
General — over  the  Native  members  in  the  other 
House.  I  quite  agree  with  what  fell  from  the 
Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore,  that  if  you  increase  the 
number  of  Maori  members  to  nine  or  ten,  so  as 
to  make  them  equal  on  a  division  to  eighteen  or 
twenty,  you  may  wish  good-bye  to  anything  like 
control  over  the  Government  in  European  inter- 
ests. It  would  create  such  a  preponderating 
power  of  political  influence  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  of  the  day,  aud  place  such  an  im- 
mense power  in  the  hands  of  the  Native  Minister 
for  the  time  being,  that  I  believe  a  more  per- 
nicious proposal  could  not  be  carried.  And  if 
it  ever  came  here,  although  I  shall  always  be 
in  favour  of  maintaining  the  Maori  representa- 
tion as  it  at  present  stands,  I  should  do  my  very 
utmost  to  prevent  its  becoming  law.  I  think 
that  the  arrangement  proposed  by  this  Bill  is 
fair  to  the"  Natives.  It  gives  them  the  standing 
in  the  representation  of  the  people  which  it  is 
fair  they  should  have,  and  I  hail  it  as  a  measure 
of  reform  which  will  be  accepted,  I  believe,  by  the 
Native  people  when  they  come  to  understand  it. 
But  I  hope  that  we  are  not  to  take  what  was 
said  by  the  Hon.  the  Attorney- General  as  on 
indication  that,  after  settling  this  question  as 
they  now  propose  to  settle  it,  the  Government 
will  endeavour  at  an  early  period  to  unsettle  it, 
by  raising  again  the  very  question  which  should 
now  be  finally  laid.  The  question  of  the  dual 
Tote  led  to  a  great  deal  of  jealousy,  and  to  an 
attempt  to  create  ill-blood  between  the  two  races ; 
whereas  I  think  this  proposal  will  have  an  oppo- 
site efiect,  and  will  leaa  the  Native  people  to 
see  that  the  present  Government,  at  any  rate,  is 
really  desirous  of  giving  them  a  fair  influence  in 
public  affairs.  I  think  we  ought,  in  this  instance, 
to  accept  as  far  as  we  possibly  can  the  Bill  which 
the  House  of  Representatives  sends  up.  I  should 
be  very  sorry  to  see  the  Legislative  Council  inter- 
fering more  than  can  be  helped  with  proposals 
for  the  extension  of  the  sufirage,  which  are  better 
judged  of  in  the  other  House,  and  are  more 
within  its  proper  control,  than  can  be,  or  I  think 


ought  to  be,  the  case  in  this  Chamber.  I  hope 
that,  because  I  opposed  the  Triennial  Parliaments 
Bill  very  strongly  as  a  revolutionary  measure, 
radically  changing  our  Constitution,  and  objec- 
tionable in  a  variety  of  ways,  it  will  not  be 
supposed  on  that  account  that  I  do  not  fully 
allow  that  in  a  matter  like  this  the  House  of 
Representatives  are  the  best  judges  of  their  own 
interests  and  of  the  interests  of  the  country,  and 
are  entitled,  so  far  as  it  can  possibly  be  yielded 
by  us,  to  a  concurrence  in  the  views  which  they 
themselves  lay  down.  I  trust,  therefore,  that  the 
honorable  and  gallant  Colonel  will  think  better 
of  his  proposal  to  amend  the  Bill,  and  that  we 
shall  pass  it  in  the  shape  in  which  the  House  of 
Representatives  have  sent  it  up. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON.— I  do  not  think  this 
Council  can  be  aware  what  the  result  to  the 
Natives  will  be  if  this  Bill  is  passed  into  law. 
From  the  way  in  which  the  Attorney-General 
opened  his  remarks  one  would  imagine  that  it 
was  the  intention  to  leave  the  Maori  representa- 
tion  in  about  the  same  stato  in  which  it  now  is. 
But  if  the  measure  passes  in  its  present  shape  the 
practical  result  will  be,  that  all  those  Natives  now 
on  the  roll  will  be  disqualified.  The  effect  of 
two  words—"  in  severalty" — in  the  4th  subsec- 
tion of  clause  2  will  be  to  strike  off*  about  90 
per  cent,  of  the  Natives  now  on  the  roll.  The 
interpretation  of  these  words  is,  of  couree,  a  legal 
question,  and  the  Council  will  be  disposed  to 
accept  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney-General ;  but 
I  interpret  them  to  mean  that  the  person  must  be 
absolutely  seised  in  his  own  right,  and  not  jointly 
with  anybody  else,  of  a  certain  freehold.  Well, 
there  are  very  few  Natives  on  this  Island  who  are 
so  situated.  In  the  district  in  which  I  reside 
there  are  several  hundred  Natives  on  the  roll 
by  virtue  of  a  freehold  qualification,  and  of  that 
number  I  suppose  there  are  not  more  than  twenty 
who  would  be  entitled  to  vote  under  this  Bill. 
This  is  called  a  liberal  measure,  but  I  do  not  call 
that  liberal  at  all,  and  I  cannot  think  that  the 
Natives,  if  the  matter  were  explained  to  them, 
would  consent  to  anything  of  the  kind.  They 
are  far  better  as  they  are.  The  practice  has  been, 
with  very  few  exceptions,  to  issue  the  Crown 
grants  to  ten  Natives.  These  grants  are  issued, 
in  many  instances  with  which  I  am  personally 
acquainted,  for  Mocks  containing  many  thousands 
of  acres,  and  worth  considerable  sums  of  money. 
Under  the  existing  law  each  of  these  ten  Na- 
tives is  entitled  to  a  vote ;  but  under  this  Bill 
they  would  not  be  so  entitled.  I  do  not  think 
the  Council  will  say  that  that  is  fair.  I  will  not 
oppose  the  Bill  at  its  present  stage,  but  shall 
endeavour  to  efiect  some  alteration  in  Committee. 
I  should  like  to  refer  to  one  or  two  observations 
which  fell  from  the  last  speaker.  I  think  the 
honorable  gentleman  is  rather  presuming  upon 
the  credulity  of  this  Counc:l  when  he  claims  for 
it  special  credit  as  the  representative  of  liberal 
ideas.  No  doubt  this  branch  of  the  Legislature 
has  many  virtues,  but  I  do  not  think  liberality 
is  one  of  them.  I  conceive  that  this  is  a  most 
conservative  Assembly,  and  that  it  is  exceedingly 
improbable  that  any  such  measure  as  this  would 
ever  originate  here,  or,  in  fact,  meet  with  cordial 
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support.  I  do  not  imagine,  howerer,  that  anj 
active  opposition  will  be  offered  to  this  Bill.  I 
should  like  to  say  one  word  more  with  reference 
to  what  fell  from  the  Hon.  Sir  Dillon  Bell  as 
to  the  action  of  the  late  Goyernmcnt  in  regard  to 
the  Electoral  Bill  of  1878.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man said  the  failure  of  that  measure  was  entirely 
due  to  the  action  of  the  late  GK>?ernment.  I 
think,  if  the  honorable  gentleman's  memory  had 
serred  him  better,  he  would  have  known  that 
that  was  not  so,  and  that  there  was  an  amend- 
ment, drawn  by  myself  in  conjunction  with  the 
honorable  gentleman,  which,  if  it  had  not  been 
rejected  by  the  Council,  would  haTo  insured  the 
passage  of  the  Bill.  I  had  the  authority  of  my 
party  for  submitting  that  amendment  to  the 
Council  as  a  fair  settlement  of  the  question ;  but 
it  met  with  such  general  opposition  that  there 
was  not  cTen  a  division.  The  proposal  was,  that 
every  Native  possessed  of  land  of  the  value  of 
£50,  held  under  Crown  grant,  should  be  entitled 
to  a  vote.  Therefore  I  do  not  think  it  is  fair  to 
say  that  the  rejection  of  the  Electoral  Bill  was 
owing  to  the  pertinacity  of  the  late  Government. 
On  the  contrary,  I  think  it  should  be  admitted 
that  a  fair  and  liberal  proposal  was  made  by  the 
Government  and  rejected  by  this  Council.  After 
these  remarks,  I  will  only  add  that  I  shall  support 
the  Bill  in  all  other  respects  than  those  I  have 
mentioned. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE.— I  think  a  great  ad- 
vantage in  this  Bill  is,  that  it  clearly  sets  forth,  in 
subsection  (4)  of  clause  2,  with  regard  to  the 
Natives,  that  they  must  be  seised  in  severalty  of 
a  freehold  estate.  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  is  the 
duty  of  this  Legislature,  by  everv  means  in  its 
power,  to  foster  the  assimilation  or  the  two  races 
in  all  those  particulars  which  go  to  make  up  our 
civilization.  The  holding  of  land  in  severalty  is 
in  accordance  with  the  principle  of  communism, 
and  neither  our  law  nor  our  customs  contemplate 
the  possession  of  property  by  members  of  the 
community  in  severalty.  That  which  is  really  of 
importance  is,  that  the  Maori  should  have  exactly 
the  same  stuko  and  the  same  character  of  stake 
in  the  country  that  the  European  holds.  Such 
being  the  case,  it  is  very  desirable  that  in  our 
legislation  we  should  hold  forth  advantages  to  the 
Native  to  assimilate  his  tenuri  of  land  to  oura. 
We  shall  find  it  excessively  difficult  to  bring  the 
civilization  of  the  Maori  people  up  to  our  stan- 
dard unless  wo  can  individualize  their  titles  in 
land.  We  know  that,  unless  the  Natives  have 
a  personal  interest  in  a  special  piece  of  land, 
there  i^  no  prospect  whatever  of  their  cultivat- 
ing that  land  ;  and,  unless  we  can  convert  the 
Natives  into  an  agricultural  people,  wo  cannot 
civilize  them,  in  our  sense  of  the  word.  For  thb 
reason  in  particular,  and  for  others  that  have 
been  already  referred  to,  I  shall  cordially  support 
this  Bill.  With  referetico  to  what  my  honorable 
and  learned  friend  who  has  just  sat  down  has 
said  with  regard  to  the  conservative  tendency  of 
tliis  Council,  I  would  beg  to  renjind  him  that  a 
former  Qualification  of  Electors  Bill  was  accepted 
by  this  Council.  To  the  best  of  my  i-ecollection 
it  was  passed  without  a  division  :  at  any  rate,  I 
was  astonished  to  find  that  the  great  bulk  of  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Wilson 


members  of  the  Council  not  only  accepted  the 
measure,  but  spoke  in  favour  of  it.  I  am  in 
favour  of  this  Bill  on  account  of  its  simplifica- 
tion of  the  law — on  account  of  its  setting  forUi 
clearly  what  are  the  qualifications  which  electors 
should  possess.  For  my  own  part,  I  cannot  bufe 
conceive  that  all  these  measures  for  the  extenaioo 
of  the  franchise  possess  dangers;  but  I  beltere 
that  the  advantages  counterbahince  the  dangers, 
and  that  in  this  country,  where  it  is  possible  for 
every  man  to  become  a  freeholder,  or,  at  any  rate, 
to  become  the  owner  of  property,  we  hare  nothing 
to  fear  in  holding  forth  inducements  to  men  to 
avail  themselves  of  such  opportunity  by  exten- 
sion of  the  franchise.  I  hare  no  desire  to  see 
the  property  qualification  in  this  Bill  increased. 
My  opinion  is,  that  if  a  man  has  ten  pounds' 
worth  of  property  it  is  of  as  much  import- 
ance to  him  as  thousands  of  pounds'  worth  of 
property  is  to  another  man.  I  want  to  see  the 
people  cultivating  habits  of  thrift,  and  accu- 
mulating something;  and  I  say  that  an  ordi- 
nary labourer,  who  has  accumulated  twenty-five 
pounds'  worth  of  property,  is  as  deeply  interested 
in  the  country,  and  perhaps  more  concerned  in 
its  real  welfare,  tlian  the  possessor  of  ten  thou- 
sand pounds'  worth  of  property,  because  he  is  en- 
grafted on  the  soil — he  is  part  and  parcel  of  the 
country.  These  small  properties  change  liands 
much  less  frequently  than  large  ones  ;  and,  if  we 
can  settle  small  people  upon  the  soil,  the  future 
of  the  country  is  safe.  It  is  to  these  people  and 
to  their  industry  that  we  have  to  look  for  the 
advancement  of  this  colony.  Therefore,  on  the 
principle  alone  that  ten  pounds'  worth  of  property 
owned  by  an  economical  man  is  of  as  much  im- 
portance to  him  as  fifty  thousand  pounds'  worth 
of  property  owned  by  another  economical  man  is 
to  lis  owner,  I  am  decidedly  in  favour  of  the  pro- 
perty qualification.  As  regards  the  residential 
qualification,  the  condition  of  our  s^oeiety  is  such 
that  a  good  deal  of  the  intelligence  of  the  colony 
will  be  excluded  from  the  exercise  of  the  franchise 
unless  we  have  a  residential  qualification.  Drunk- 
enness is  said  to  be  the  vice  of  despair.  I  con- 
sider that  political  profiigacy  is  the  vice  of  despair ; 
and  that  in  a  country  like  this,  where  every  man 
has  a  right  to  hope  that  he  will  accumulate  pro- 
perty, all  people  by,  degrees  become  conservative. 
They  come  to  take  a  material  interest  in  the 
essential  welfare  of  the  State,  and  that,  after  all, 
is  the  only  conservatism  worthy  of  the  name  of 
Conservatism.  I  believe  this  is  a  measure  whidi 
is  creditable  to  the  Government  and  useful  to 
the  country,  and  therefore  I  shall  support  it; 
and  I  am  the  more  happy  to  take  this  course, 
because  I  felt  myself  bound  to  indicate  my  dis- 
approval of  the  preceding  Bill  —  the  Triennial 
Parliaments  Bill.  The  two  Bills  have  an  exactly 
opposite  tendency.  I  think ■  that  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people  in  Parliament  require  time 
to  fit  themselves  for  the  performance  of  the  very 
important  functions  which  are  crowded  upon 
them,  and  therefore  I  resisted,  or,  rather,  objected 
to,  the  principle  of  triennial  Parliaments.  But 
here  the  principle  is  essentially  different.  The 
ordinary  elector  has  nothing  to  do  but  to  make 
his  choice  of  a  representative — and  his  intelligence 
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is  equal  to  the  task  ;  but  the  representatiye  has 
not  onlj  the  power  and  the  right  to  make  a  choice, 
but,  if  he  is  a  worthy  representatiye,  he  has  the 
right  and  the  power  of  oarefullj  estimating  the 
circumstances  surrounding  every  particular  ques- 
tion, and  giving  a  decided  opinion  upon  that 
question  independently  of  the  persons  who  sent 
him  to  Parliament.  That  is  the  difference  between 
representation  and  delegation.  Tiiere  comes  in 
the  difference  of  the  standing  and  intelligence 
of  the  respective  parties,  and  there  comes  in  the 
essence  of  the  wisaom  of  the  British  Constitution. 
It  is  therein  that  the  conservative  principle  of 
the  Constitution  exists — that  the  representative 
in  Parlioment  is  not  a  delegate — that  he  has  an 
independent  power  to  weigh  and  decide,  and  the 
exercise  of  that  independent  power  requires  a 
higher  standing  of  intelligence  and  a  higher 
degree  of  capacity  than  are  to  be  found  in  the 
ordinary  elector  :  and  when  you  reduce  the  dura- 
tion of  Parliaments  you  diminish  the  opportunity 
which  the  representative  has  of  acquiring  the 
necessary  information  to  enable  him  to  form  a 
mature  judgment.  It  is  on  account  of  the  material 
difference  l^tween  the  characteristics  required  in 
the  two  cases  that  I  regard  this  Bill  as  of  import- 
ance and  value  to  the  State,  and  the  other  as 
injurious  to  the  best  interests  of  the  people. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— Sir,  I  intend  to 
support  this  Bill,  the  main  features  of  which,  I 
may  say,  are  quite  in  accordance  with  the  views  I 
have  held  for  many  years.  There  is  one  part  of 
which  I  do  not  approve,  and  that  is  the  provision 
which  gives  special  representation  to  the  Maoris. 
However,  if  I  cannot  get  exactly  what  I  should 
like,  then  I  must  accept  the  next  best  thing. 
Now,  a  great  deal  has  been  said  about  the  liberal 
measures  of  the  late  Government,  and,  among 
others,  this  Bdl  is  alleged  to  have  been  filched 
from  them  by  the  present  Government.  But  in 
1875  the  Vogel- Atkinson  Govemmebt  introduced 
a  Bill  containing  nearly  the  same  provisions  as 
this.  Indeed,  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  review  of 
that  Bin  as  it  appeared  in  one  of  the  local 
papers  some  time  ago.     It  says, — 

"It  maintained  all  the  quidifications  then  in 
force,  with  the  exception  of  those  relating  to 
miners'  rights  and  business  licenses  on  the  gold 
fields,  and  provided  that  every  male  person  over 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  after  twelve  months' 
residence,  not  subject  to  any  le^  incapacity,  and 
being  a  natural- bom  or  naturalized  subject  of  Her 
Majesty,  should  also  be  entitled,  after  registra- 
tion, to  all  the  privileges  of  electors.  It  also  pro- 
vided that,  so  long  as  '  The  Maori  Bepresentation 
Act,  1867,'  or  any  Act  amending,  continuing,  or 
extending  the  same,  remained  in  force,  no  Maori 
should  be  entitled  to  vote  under  the  Bill." 

Now,  strange  to  say,  when  this  Bill  was  before 
the  House  Mr.  Sheehan  moved  that  it  be  read  a 
second  time  "  this  day  six  months ;"  and,  on  re- 
ferring to  the  division  list,  I  find  that  the  motion 
was  supported  by  Sir  George  Grey,  Mr.  Macan- 
drew,  Mr.  Sheehan,  Mr.  Ballance,  and  Mr.  Thom- 
son. The  other  members  of  the  late  Ministry 
were  not  then  in  Parliament,  but  no  doubt,  had 
they  been  so,  they  also  would  have  been  found 
opposing  the  Bill.    I  merely  state  this  to  show 


that  the  late  Government  made  claims  to  Liberal- 
ism to  which  they  had  no  title.  The  Bill  was 
exactly  the  same  as  this  now  before  the  Council, 
with  the  exception  that  it  gave  the  same  qualifi- 
cation to  the  Maori  population  as  to  the  European, 
and  that  provision  I  hope  to  see  carried  into  law 
before  many  years  are  over. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSB.—I  could  not. 
Sir,  allow  a  BiU  of  this  importance  to  pass  with- 
out saying  a  word  or  two  upon  the  subject ;  but, 
at  the  same  time,  it  is  my  intention  to  trouble  the 
Council  with  very  few  observations.  When  a  BiU 
of  a  similar  character  was  under  discussion  last 
year,  I  expressed  my  sentiments  upon  the  subject 
fully  and  n'eely,  and  I  have  in  no  respect  recanted 
the  opinions  I  then  held,  nor  have  I  anjthing 
fresh  to  offer  upon  this  occasion.  I  will  only 
repeat  the  observation  that  I  then  made — that  I 
do  not  regard  a  measure  for  the  extension  of  the 
franchise  as  necessarily  being  a  measure  in  accord- 
ance with  Liberalism.  Undoubtedly  there  was  a 
time  when  the  question  of  the  electoral  franchise 
was  a  burning  question  in  politics,  and  when  it 
necessarily  formed  a  part  of   the  Liberal  pro- 

f;ramme.  Prior  to  the  reform  of  1831,  when  dass 
egislation  existed,  it  was  necessary  by  all  legiti- 
mate means  to  break  down  that  objectionable 
form  of  goveniment,  and,  as  the  only  means  of 
doing  it  was  to  insist  that  all  classes  of  the  com- 
munity should  be  represented  in  Parliament,  the 
extension  of  the  franchise  necessarily  became  a 
portion  of  the  Liberal  programme.  But  when  all 
classes  obtained  fair  representation  in  the  govern- 
ment of  the  country — when  no  class  was  unduly 
favoured  by  the  law — then  the  question  of  an 
enlarged  franchise  dropped  out  of  the  Liberal 
programme  and  became  one  entirely  of  specula- 
tive polities.  As  honorable  members  are  aware, 
the  Liberal  party  in  England  no  longer  identifies 
itself  with  manhood  suffrage.  They  do  there 
contend  that  the  franchise  shall  be  equalized — 
that  all  classes  shall  be  placed  upon  the  same 
footing  ;  but  the  great  Liberal  party  of  England, 
which  is  at  the  head  of  the  Liberal  party  in 
Europe,  no  longer  contends  for  the  principle 
embodied  in  this  Bill,  manhood  suffrage.  It  is 
the  same  everywhere.  The  Liberal  party  in 
Belgium  at  the  present  time  are  avowed  oppo- 
nents of  the  extension  of  the  franchise,  because 
they  know  that  to  extend  the  franchise  would 
be  to  throw  the  balance  of  power  into  the  hands 
of  one  class,  that  class  being  numerically  in  a 
preponderance.  So  in  Italy.  The  extension  of 
the  fianchise  is  not  regarded  as  a  Liberal  measure. 
The  Liberals  oppose  anything  approaching  to 
universal  suffrage,  and  for  the  same  reason  that 
it  is  opposed  in  Belgium.  In  both  countries 
there  is  a  large  party  who  do  support  an  extension 
of  the  franchise ;  but  these  are  the  Conservative 
party  —  the  reactionary  party.  These  parties 
support  it  upon  different  grounds,  but  with  the 
same  object,  and  that  is  the  manipulation  of  the 
votes  of  those  who  would  be  endowed  with  tho 
franchise.  Who  introduced  universal  suffrage  to 
Europe,  and  used  it  upon  a  large  scale  ?  Was  it 
not  the  late  Napoleon  r  And  now,  wherever  you 
see  this  principle  adopted  in  Europe  you  in- 
variably see  it  adopted  by  those  connected  with 
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autocracy,  with  Toryism,  with  eocialism,  or  with 
reoctionism.  We  hear  that  this  measure  is  the 
foundation  of  the  great  liberal  programme.  But 
what  is  the  liberalism  of  the  late  Colonial  Secre- 
tary? Upon  what  ground  does  he  approre  of 
the  measure  ?  Because  it  is  a  conserrative  mea- 
sure ;  because  if  this  measure  is  passed  it  will 
enable  employers  of  labour  to  bring  the  screw  to 
bear  upon  those  in  their  employment;  because 
in  this  way  it  will  be  conseryative  in  its  opera- 
tion. I  am  opposed  to  the  extension  of  the  fran- 
chise in  this  colony  by  either  Liberals  or  Con- 
seryatives,  so  far  as  their  arguments  hare  been 
brought  before  us.  £  am  opposed  to  it  in  the 
view  advocated  by  those  wno  call  themselves 
Liberals,  because  the  effect  of  it  will  be,  to  de- 
stroy the  existing  balance  of  politics,  and  throw 
power  into  the  hands  of  one  class  in  the  com- 
munity, which  class  is  numerically  the  strongest, 
thus  establishing  what  it  is  the  object  of  Liberal- 
ism to  destroy — class  gOTcmment.  And  I  oppose 
it,  Sir,  on  the  ground  on  which  it  is  advocated 
by  Conserratives  of  the  advanced-Liberal  type 
of  the  honorable  and  gallant  gentleman  opposite 
— that  it  will  play  into  the  hands  of  the  large 
employers  of  kbour  by  giring  them  control 
oyer  the  yotes.  I  cannot  support  that  yiew, 
because  I  am  a  Liberal.  I  cannot  support  the 
other  yiew  likewise,  because  I  am  a  Liberal, 
and  as  a  Liberal  I  am  opposed  to  seeing  the 
balance  of  power  thrown  into  the  hands  of  any 
class  of  the  community.  My  honorable  friend 
the  Attorney-Gkneral,  in  the  course  of  his  re- 
marks, stated  that,  in  his  opinion,  every  one  had 
the  same  right  to  yoto.  Kow,  Sir,  I  must  take 
exception  to  that  remark.  I  cannot.  Sir,  hide 
from  myself  that,  where  proper  safeguards  are 
provided,  eyery  man  has  a  right  to  yote ;  but. 
Sir,  I  take  exception  to  the  honorable  gentle- 
man's remark  that  every  man  has  the  same  right 
to  yote.  I  cannot  regard  all  as  being  equal 
contributors  to  the  State,  and  therefore  equally 
entitled,  and  to  the  same  extent,  to  the  priyilege 
of  Totihg.  Tliere  is  a  clause  in  the  Bill  providing 
to  some  extent  for  the  representation  of  pro- 
perty. I  confess  that  I  attach  no  yalue  whateyer 
to  that  proyision,  and  were  that  clause  entirely 
struck  out  it  would  giye  me  no  uneasiness  at  all. 
I  feel  the  provision  in  favour  of  property  to  be 
a  delusion  and  a  snare.  In  times  of  excite- 
ment it  will  haye  no  influence  on  the  elections, 
and,  if  the  elections  are  to  take  place  on  the 
same  day,  I  believe  that  practically  it  will  be  a 
nullity.  But  I  belieye  in  a  kind  of  representa- 
tion which  I  consider  to  be  the  most  philosophical 
of  any ;  and  I  regret  that  it  is  not  within  our 
power  to  introduce  it  in  our  case.  Holding  the 
yiews  I  am  about  to  express,  I  haye  no  intention 
whateyer  of  trying  to  embody  them  in  the  Bill 
now  under  consideration.  I  haye  said.  Sir,  that 
I  cannot  regard  every  person  as  having  the  same 
right  to  yote.  I  cannot  regard  the  person  who 
pays  only  indirect  taxation  as  being  entitled  to 
the  same  privilege  as  a  person  who,  in  addition 
to  indirect  taxes,  pays  direct  taxation.  If  our 
legislation  were  based  on  a  philosophical  prin- 
ciple, we  should  recognize  these  defects  in  our 
system,  and  should  giye  to  eyery  person  oontri- 
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buting  indirectly  to  our  taxation  one  yote,  and 
to  eyery  person  contributing  directly  another  and 
a  distinct  yote.  In  that  way  it  would  not  be  in 
the  power  of  the  untaxed  to  throw  the  whole 
burden  of  taxation  upon  any  particular  class  of 
the  community  ;  but  in  proportion  to  the  rate  at 
which  different  classes  contributed  directly  or  in- 
directly to  the  taxation,  would  be  the  yoiing 
power.  Sir,  I  haye  said  that  I  thought  it  well 
to  refer  to  what  my  yiews  were  on  the  sabjeet, 
and  to  state  distinctly  that  I  am  now,  as  a  bom 
Liberal,  as  a  man  haying  yeiy  liberal  principlee, 
opposed  to  this  Bill.  At  the  same  time  it  is  not 
my  intention  to  yote  against  it.  I  haye,  as  I  said 
in  the  discussion  the  other  day,  laid  down  for  myr 
guidance  as  a  member  of  this  Council  a  rule 
which  it  is  my  intention  to  follow  as  far  as  pos- 
sible under  all  circumstances  :  that  is,  when  a 
subject  has  been  distinctly  remitted  to  the  con- 
stituencies, and  the  constituencies  haye  expressed 
their  opinion  on  that  subject,  I  will  not  be  found 
standing  in  the  way  of  effect  being  given  to  thor 
expressed  wish.  As,  haying  the  yiews  that  I 
entertain  on  the  subject,  I  cannot  yote  for  the 
Bill,  and  as,  haying  those  yiews  as  regards  the 
constitutional  duty  due  from  me  to  the  public  as 
a  member  of  this  Council,  I  cannot  yote  against  it, 
therefore,  if  a  diyision  takes  place  on  the  subject, 
it  will  not  he  improbable  that  I  shall  be  found 
yoting  on  neither  side. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  NGATATA.— I  wish  to  say  that 
I  approye  of  the  qualification  which  is  introduced 
into  this  Bill  for  the  Natives.  The  reason  why  I 
approve  of  it  is,  because  in  this  clause  it  is  set 
forth  that  a  Native  must  know  exactly  what  land 
he  possesses,  and  may  enrol  himself  on  the  rate- 
payers' roll  if  he  has  paid  rates  for  the  same. 
The  reason  why  I  disapproved  of  the  Bill 
brought  in  by  the  late  Government  was  that 
Natives  were  allowed  to  be  placed  on  the  roll 
who  held  land  in  common.  I  say,  therefore,  the 
reason  why  I  approve  of  this  Bill  is,  that  it  is 
what  I  contended  for  last  year,  that  the  Natiyes 
should  not  be  allowed  to  yote  till  they  had  paid 
rates,  and  had  their  names  placed  on  the  roll. 
Natiyes  holding  land  in  seyeralty,  and  haying 
grants  for  the  same,  will  be  entitled  now  to  have 
their  names  placed  on  the  roll,  and  be  able  to 
vote.  I  therefore  approye  of  this  Bill,  beqause  it 
is  on  a  different  footing  and  better  than  before. 
I  thought  that  I  had  better  say  something  on  the 
Natiye  qualification  as  introduced  into  this  Bill, 
having  cfisapproved  of  the  last. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.--Sir,  I  in- 
tend  to  follow  the  example  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  who  preceded  me  in  making  a  few 
remarks  in  reference  to  this  measure.  I  may  saj 
at  once  that  I  intend  to  support  the  Bill,  and 
probably  I  shall  propose  some  amendments  in  it 
when  it  goes  into  Committee.  There  is  scarcelj 
any  one  in  this  Council,  Sir,  to  whom  I  listen 
with  greater  pleasure  on  every  occasion  he  ad- 
dresses the  Council  than  my  honorable  friend 
Mr.  Waterhouse,  because  of  the  exactness  which 
generally  characterizes  his  information ;  but  he 
has  been  most  unfortunate  upon  this  occasion  in 
referring  to  Belgian  and  Italian  "  Liberals,"  as 
supposing  that  the  expression   in  those  oonn* 
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tries,  of  which  I  know  something,  has  the  same 
meaning  as  is  attached  to  it  in  ereiy  English 
communitj.  The  term  "Liberal"  in  Belgium 
has  as  much  resemblance  to  what  it  is  understood 
to  mean  in  this  country  as  chalk  has  to  cheese. 
"  Liberal"  in  Belgium  means  simplj  this :  an  indi- 
Tidual  who,  acting  upon  some  principles  contrary 
to  the  Church,  is  opposed  to  what  is  called  the 
Clerical  party.  That  is  the  exact  meaning  of  that 
expression  in  Belgium,  and  I  trust  this  Council 
will  not  be  led  astray  because  the  so-called  Liberals 
of  that  country  are  opposed  to  the  extension  of 
the  franchise.  Italy  is  a  sadder  example  still, 
about  which  I  will  say  nothing.  My  honorable 
friend  says  that  the  object  of  this  Bill  is  to  throw 
the  balance  of  power  into  the  hands  of  the  work- 
ing-class— a  certain  class  of  people. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.— I  said,  a 
class  numerically  the  stronj^est. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— Perhaps  I 
am  wrong.  The  expression,  as  far  as  I  remember, 
was,  that  the  object  of  the  Bill  was  to  throw  the 
balance  of  power  into  the  hands  of  the  people. 
If  I  am  wrong  in  the  expression  I  will  not  repeat 
it.  That  is  bow  I  understood  my  honorable 
friend  when  he  said  that  the  object  of  the  Bill 
was  to  throw  the  balance  of  power  into  the  hands 
of  the  people. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.— My  honor- 
able friend  misunderstood  me.  I  was  Tcry  care- 
ful to  use  the  words  "into  the  hands  of  that 
class  numerically  the  strongest." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— Very  well, 
Sir :  "  that  class  numerically  the  strongest " 
means  the  people.  This  is  no  abstract  question. 
The  people  of  England — of  this  country  from 
the  rery  date  of  the  Constitution  Act — from  time 
to  time,  through  their  representatives,  have  been 
endeavouring  to  extend  the  franchise  so  as  to 
hare  themseWes  heard  in  the  assemblies  of  the 
people.  From  the  very  first  that  has  been  the 
case,  from  the  time  when,  from  a  British  King, 
that  G-rand  Charter  to  which  we  point  was 
wrested  by  the  people,  by  their  representatives ; 
and  I  will  only  cite  as  an  instance  the  result  of 
last  election.  The  people  of  this  country  have 
asked  for  this,  and  it  matters  little  to  us  which 
GK)Temment  introduces  a  measure  of  this  kind. 
The  people  have  asked  for  it,  and  have  the  right 
to  obtain  it ;  and  in  this  sense  I  shall  support  Uiis 
measure  as  far  as  I  possibly  can. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WOOD.— Sir,  I  am  not  going  to 
detain  the  Council  by  a  speech  on  this  occasion. 
The  question  of  triennial  Parliaments,  which  has 
already  been  settled,  and  this  question  now  before 
us,  embody  principles  which  I  haye  advocated  for 
a  considerable  number  of  years  past.  I  have  in- 
curred a  great  deal  of  ill-feeling  in  consequence, 
and  a  considerable  amount  of  abuse,  from  those 
holding  different  riews,  from  time  to  time.  I  am 
very  gkd  now  that  the  people  are  about  to  obtain 
what  I  have  always  looked  upon  as  their  rights 
in  these  matters.  It  is  impossible  to  say  exactly 
what  will  be  the  result.  Some  gentlemen  hold 
the  view  that  the  Bill  passed  a  few  days  back 
will  have  quite  an  opposite  effect  to  what  is 
generally  expected.  I  am  prepared  to  admit 
that  if  elections  become  very  costly  and  frequent 
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it  may  have  a  bad  effect  in  keeping  out  one  class 
of  the  community  who  are  anxious  to  have  their 
full  share  of  representation  in  Parliament.  I 
trust  it  will  not  operate  badly.  The  measure  now 
before  us  is  not  open  to  any  doubt  of  the  sort. 
Whatever  complexion  it  may  give  to  political 
feeling  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  it  is  the 
will  of  the  majority  of  the  people :  I  think  that 
should  not  be  forgotten.  I  shall  support  the 
second  reading. 

The  Hon.  Captain  ERASER.— I  wish  to  say  a 
few  words  in  corroboration  of  what  fell  from  my 
honorable  friend  Mr.  Waterhouse.  I  may  say 
that  I  have  passed  some  of  the  happiest  days  of 
my  life  in  the  southern  part  of  Italy,  where  there 
are  fifty  thousand  laszaroni,  and  they,  with  the 
brigands  of  the  Abruzzi  and  Sicily,  if  they  got 
the  franchise  would  all  vote  for  the  Church  and 
the  old  rSgifM. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TAIAROA.  —  Sir,  I  will  say 
something  upon  this  Bill  in  reference  to  what  has 
fallen  from  the  leader  of  the  Gbvemment.  I  am 
very  glad  to  hear  that  he  approves  of  the  proposal 
to  increase  the  number  of  Native  members  in  the 
other  House.  This  has  always  been  my  wish,  and 
now  the  Hon.  Mr.  Whitaker  says  it  is  his  desire 
that  it  should  be  so.  When  the  honorable  gentle- 
man was  in  the  other  House  I  frequently  heard 
him  say  the  same  thing,  that  he  approved  of  the 
number  of  Maori  members  being  increased.  He 
then  said  he  would  endeavour  to  increase  the 
number.  Some  time  afterwards  he  became  a 
Minister,  and  I  brought  in  a  Bill  to  increase  the 
number  of  Maori  members.  I  cannot  be  very 
certain,  because  I  do  not  recollect  exactly  how 
the  votes  went  upon  that  occasion,  but  I  have  an 
idea  that  he  voted  against  me.  I  say,  therefore, 
if  an  honorable  gentleman  says  one  thing,  he 
should  abide  by  it.  He  should  not  say  one  thing 
and  do  another.  A  Bill  will  possibly  come  before 
this  Chamber  shortly  to  increase  the  number  of 
Maori  representatives  in  the  other  House.  I 
am  of  opinion  that  the  Bill  now  before  us  is 
very  much  like  the  one  introduced  by  the  late 
Government.  The  only  difference  is  where  it 
is  made  necessary  for  the  Natives  to  register 
themselves.  What  I  disapprove  of  in  the  sub- 
section with  regard  to  the  Native  qualification  is 
where  it  says,  "  who  is  seised  in  severalty  of 
a  freehold  estate."  This  is,  I  consider,  even 
worse  than  it  was  in  the  former  Bill.  I  will 
explain  what  I  mean.  Possibly  in  some  cases 
a  hundred  Natives  may  own  a  certain  block  of 
land.  If  the  clause  is  allowed  to  remain  as  it 
is,  those  Natives  will  not  have  power  to  regis- 
ter themselves  or  become  voters.  If  that  is  to 
be  the  law,  I  think  it  would  be  much  better 
that  the  Gk>vemment  should  cease  to  porohase 
Native  lands  altogether,  where  a  number  of  Na* 
tives  are  concern^  in  a  block.  Let  them  wait 
until  the  land  has  been  properlv  subdirided  and 
it  is  known  what  is  the  share  of  each  Native,  and 
then  let  them  buy  the  land.  I  consider  that 
neither  branch  of  the  Legislature  is  sufficiently 
careful  iu  dealing  with  affoirs  that  concern  the 
Natives.  The  Government  advances  money  on 
blocks  of  land  the  title  of  which  is  not  very  dear. 
I  am  not  altogether  understood,  perhaps,  but  I 
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will  explain.  If  there  are  a  hundred  claimants 
to  a  block  of  land,  and  one  of  them  chooses,  he 
can  get  an  adranoe  upon  the  block,  although  the 
others  maj  not  approTe.  That  shuts  out  a  num- 
ber of  people  who  liaTe  a  claim  to  tlie  block.  That 
is  to  say,  through  the  action  of  oue  claimant  the 
whole  block  becomes  pledged  to  the  Go?emment. 
If  this  clause  id  to  stand  as  it  is  now,  the  Native 
Land  Court  should  set  to  work  and  subdivide 
the  land,  so  that  the  Natiyes  may  know  what 
thej  luiye  got.  Let  it  be  divided  properly,  so  that 
each  Native  may  get  his  proper  share.  I  think, 
therefore,  it  would  l>e  wrong  if  this  were  allowed 
to  stand,  and  at  the  same  time  to  allow  one  Na- 
tive to  obtain  advances,  thus  shutting  out  all  the 
others  who  are  interested  in  the  block  from  the 
franchise.  I  do  not  disapprove  of  the  Bill  as 
a  whole.  It  is  simply  these  few  words  I  object 
to,  and  in  Committee  I  shall  perhaps  try  to  set 
them  remedied.  There  is  one  other  thinff  siso 
I  do  not  altogether  approve  of,  and  that  is  the  six 
months'  residence  qualification.  If  that  is  to  be 
so,  why  not  let  the  Maoris  have  two  or  three 
votes,  as  they  are  the  proper  owners  of  t^  soil  ? 
People  simply  oome  out  here,  and  because  they 
have  resided  in  the  district  for  a  time  they  can 
vote:  then  why  not  the  Natives,  who  are  the 
owners  of  the  soil  P  Foreigners,  and  so  on,  come 
here  and  reside  in  the  colony  for  a  sliort  time, 
and  they  have  votes  given  to  them.  Why  should 
not  the  islanders  who  came  here  before,  and  who 
have  been  living  here  a  long  time,  have  votes  ? 
There  are  several  of  these  people  in  the  Middle 
Island  who  are  not  allowed  to  avail  themselves 
of  the  franchise. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN.  — Sir,  the  most 
gratifying  circumstance  to  me  in  this  debate 
has  been  the  disappearance  from  it  altogether  of 
any  trace  whatever  of  our  old  friend  "  the  serf." 
The  down-trodden  serf  has  vanished,  like  Pro- 
fessor Jonas's  ghosts,  and  he  no  doubt  will  be 
locked  up  with  the  mirrors  and  lime-light  in  the 
boxes  in  Tinakori  Boad,  to  be  produced,  per- 
haps, on  a  future  occasion.  I  am  very  much 
pleased  that  he  has  not  troubled  the  Council 
on  this  occasion.  I  listened  with  very  ereat 
pleasure  to  the  eminently  practical  speech  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  who  introduced  this 
Bill.  He  has  very  properly  described  it  as  being 
simply  a  consolidation  of  the  electoral  laws  of  the 
colony.  He  has  not  pretended  that  it  is  going 
to  widen  the  franchise  in  the  sense  of  multiply- 
ing electors ;  on  the  contrary.  I  have  before  ex- 
pressed in  this  Council  my  belief,  and  now  repeat, 
that  the  effect  will  be  not  to  increase  the  num- 
ber of  electors  on  the  rolls,  but,  by  careful  regis- 
tration, to  reduce  that  number  very  much.  The 
franchise  will  be  carefully  restricted  to  those 
persons  who,  under  this  Bill,  will  be  entitled  to 
It,  and  who  are  disposed  to  qualify  themselves 
to  exerciee  their  right.  Any  one  who  has  looked 
at  the  electoral  returns  presented  to  this  Parlia- 
ment during  the  present  session  must  have  been 
struck  with  the  anomalies  that  bow  exist.  I 
hope  in  the  future  we  shall  not  find,  as  we 
now  find  in  certain  electoral  districts  of  the 
colony,  two  or  three  times  as  many  roistered 
electors  as  there  are  adult  males.  £i  that 
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respect  I  think  the  measure  ii  an  eminently 
practical  one,  and  a  great  improvement  on  the 
existing  legislation.  The  whole  tendency  of 
colonial  legislation,  since  the  introduction  of  the 
Constitution  Act  in  1854,  has  been  in  the  direc- 
tion of  extending  the  basis  of  the  franchise,  and 
giving  to  every  man  in  the  colony  who  desires  it  a 
right  to  vote.  In  that  respect  this  measure  may 
be  regarded  simply  as  the  complement  of  past 
legislation.  It  is  not,  in  that  sense,  a  great  liberal 
measure  for  which  any  one  can  take  credit ;  but 
is  a  rational  measure  which  simplifies  the  fran- 
chise, and  which  will  have  the  effect  of  doing 
away  with  a  great  many  abuses  of  the  right  w 
voting  which  at  present  exist.  The  clause  whidi 
relates  to  the  Maori  franchise  I  understood  my 
honorable  friend  to  say  was  accepted  as  a  kind  of 
compromise  for  Ute  proposition  of  the  Govern- 
ment—  namely,  that  there  should  be  increased 
special  re|Mvsentation  of  the  Maoris,  and  no  power 
on  their  part  of  voting  in  election  of  Europeans. 
The  provision  as  it  now  stands  will  give  no  exten- 
sion of  the  special  representation,  but  gives  the 
ratepayers*  and  the  freehold  franchise  to  Natives. 
My  hoiH>rable  friend  Mr.  Wi  Tako,  and  other 
thoughtful  men  like  him,  believe  that  the  exist- 
ing condition  of  afiairs  is  the  best  for  the  welfare 
of  the  race  in  which  they  are  most  interested, 
and  that  it  is  the  desire  of  the  Natives  whom  my 
honorable  friend  represents  that  for  the  presMit 
nothing  should  be  done  to  extend  the  special 
representation  they  already  enjoy.  I  will  not 
detain  the  Council  longer,  and  have  only  to  say 
that  I  shall  have  much  pleasure  in  supporting 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  O.  R.  JOHNSON.— Sir,  I  should 
like  to  say  one  or  two  words  upon  this  Bill.  I 
quite  agree  with  the  remarks  of  several  honor* 
able  members  who  have  spoken  upon  the  eubject ; 
and  I  think  it  is  a  very  good  Bill  in  this  respeot, 
that  it  consolidates  the  law  relating  Ko  the  qualifi- 
cation of  electors,  and  so  simplifies  it  that  persons 
can  with  yetj  great  readiness  ascertain  who  are 
and  who  are  not  entitled  to  have  their  namea 
registered  on  the  rolls.  I  should,  however,  have 
liked  to  hear  something  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  names  are  to  be  registered.  One  great 
reason  why  a  measure  of  this  kind  is  re^iured, 
making  an  alteration  in  the  qualification,  is  that 
the  existing  system  for  the  registration  of  electors 
is  so  faulty.  There  are  faults  in  many  direotioos. 
The  difficulty  of  conveying  the  application  to  ths 
Begistration  Officer  is  cme  great  fault,  and  another 
is  the  difficulty  of  ascertaining  the  time  at  which 
the  applications  are  to  be  seut  in.  Now,  I  noUoe, 
in  the  8rd  subsection  of  the  2nd  dauae,  that — 

** The  expression  'registration  of  his  vote'  eh*ll 
respectively  mean  the  day  on  which  any  person 
lodges  his  claim  to  vote  with  the  SegisUstion 
Officer,  or  the  day  on  which  the  Be^stration 
Officer  pkoes  the  name  of  any  person  on  any 
electoral  roll,  under  the  provisions  of  any  Act  for 
the  time  being  in  force  for  the  registration  of 
electors." 

If  the  law  of  registration  remains  as  at  pre- 
sent, it  will  confine  the  registration  of  votes  to 
the  three  months — Janumy,  February,  March — 
during  which  the  registration  now  takes  {dace. 
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Therefore  I  should  like  to  know  whether  it  is 
the  intention  of  the  Goyemment  to  introduce  an 
alteration  in  that  respect.  It  seems  to  me  that 
elauses  3  and  4  would  be  better  introduced  into 
the  Disqualification  Act.  Clause  3  relates  to 
persons  who  shall  be  members  of  the  House  of 
Kepreseutatires,  and  £  think  clause  4  would  ap- 
pear more  properlj  in  the  Disqualification  Act. 
I  am  glad  to  see  this  Bill  introduced  for  consoli- 
dating the  law  upon  this  subject:  at  the  same 
time,  I  should  prefer  hearing  some  indication  as 
to  the  intention  of  the  Gt>Temmont  in  regard  to 
the  registration  of  votef,  as  several  of  the  qualifi- 
cations in  the  2nd  clause  will  depend  yerj  con- 
siderably upon  the  method  which  is  adopted  for 
the  registration  of  Totes. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  LAHMANN.— The  importance 
of  the  measure  before  the  Council  justifies  me  in 
making  a  few  remarks  in  regard  to  it.  I  am 
heartily  glad  it  has  been  introduced,  because  I 
think  it  is  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the 
times  that  a  measure  of  this  liberal  character 
should  be  passed.  It  is  not  at  all  too  early  to  deal 
with  this  subject :  in  fact,  we  must  be  prepared 
to  go  even  a  little  further  than  the  present  mea- 
sure goes.  I  could  haTe  wished  that  the  property 
qualification  had  been  left  out  altogether,  so  that 
the  elections  wight  be  conducted  under  one  simple 
qualification.  The  time  will  come  when  we  shall 
hare  to  submit  to  that,  and  I  do  not  think  the 
country  will  be  any  the  worse  for  it,  for  we  should 
then,  I  assume,  educate  the  people  to  a  proper 
conception  of  their  duty.  It  is  singular  that  one 
of  the  most  liberal  members  of  this  Council,  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse,  drew  comparisons  between 
the  lazzaroni  of  Italy  and  the  ignorant  people  of 
Belgium,  and  a  people  like  the  English  people, 
who  have  been  accustomed  to  liberal  measures 
from  time  immemorial.  Now,  that  certainly  was 
a  strange  comparison,  when  it  is  considered  that 
those  people  have  only  recently  had  the  advantuge 
of  anything  like  liberal  measures.  I  consider  it 
would  be  unfair  even  to  draw  a  comparison 
between  the  people  of  England  and  the  people  of 
Belgium,  where  great  numbers  of  the  lower  classes 
are  under  the  inlluence  of  the  priests.  As  for  the 
lazzaroni  of  Italy,  they  have  no  public  opinion  at 
all.  I  was  very  glad  to  hear  many  members  of 
this  Council  say  that  no  exceptional  legislation 
should  be  given  to  the  Maori  race,  but  that  they 
ought  to  be  treated  like  every  subject  of  Her 
BCajesty.  I  am  sorry  it  is  proposed  to  treat  the 
Maoris  difierently  from  the  European  population. 
However,  I  shall  give  the  Bill  my  roost  hearty 
support. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

DISTRICT  COURTS  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER,  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  its  object  was  to 
cure  one  or  two  small  defects  in  the  existing  Act. 
There  was  nothing  of  importance  in  it,  and  he 
would  therefore  move  the  second  reading  without 
further  remark. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON  said  ho  had  one  or 
two  amendments  to  propose,  which  he  would  sub- 
mit to  the  honorable  gentleman  before  the  Bill 
was  comnutted. 


The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  said  they 
had  already  had  before  them  one  Bill  to  amend 
the  District  Courte  Act,  and  now  they  had  an- 
other. This  was  the  result  of  allowing  private 
members  to  introduce  Bilb  which  affected  the 
jurisprudence  of  the  country.  The  Legislature 
ought  to  insist  that  no  amendment  of  the  main 
laws  of  the  country,  particularly  those  which  af- 
fected the  administration  of  justice,  should  be  in- 
troduced by  private  members.  These  amendment 
Bills  were  brought  forward  and  passed  in  the 
other  House  on  private  members'  days  in  a  hurry. 
Members  of  that  House  did  not  pay  very  great 
attention  to  them,  supposing  the  G-ovemment 
would,  as  a  matter  of  course,  check  attempts 
to  interfere  with  the  general  Statutes  in  that 
way.  As  this  was  the  second  Bill  amending  the 
District  Courts  Act,  he  hoped  the  Q-ovemment 
would  not,  in  future,  encourage  private  member! 
to  bring  forward  such  Bills.  If  amendments 
were  wanted  in  general  Statutes  upon  important 
State  subjects,  be  held  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Government  to  insist  upon  it  that  members  who 
wished  to  make  such  amendments  should  submit 
them  to  Ministers,  who,  if  they  thought  them 
to  be  in  the  interest  of  the  country  generally, 
should  bring  them  down  on  their  own  respon- 
sibility. Members  of  Parliament  had  enough  to  do 
without  taking  the  responsibility  of  the  Govern- 
ment upon  themselves  in  matters  of  this  kind, 
and  without  having  the  duty  continually  cast  upon 
them  of  examining  amendments  proposed  to  be 
made  in  the  general  statute  legislation  by  private 
members.  '  He  hoped  the  Attorney- General  would 
not  look  upon  his  remarks  as  an  impertinence, 
but  would  assure  the  Council  that,  while  he  had 
the  responsibility  of  conducting  Government  mea- 
sures through  Parliament,  he  would  check  legis- 
lation of  this  kind  being  introduced  by  private 
members. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  would  have 
thought  that  his  honorable  friend's  experience 
in  the  other  House  would  have  told  him  before 
this  that  the  Government  had  no  control  over 
private  members  bringing  in  Bills,  and  in  many 
instances  had  no  control  over  carrying  them. 
Bills  not  brought  in  with  the  consent  of  the  Gb- 
vemment,  but  against  their  wish,  were  often  car- 
ried in  spite  of  any  opposition  the  G-ovemment 
might  have  offered.  As  for  asking  him  to  con- 
trol the  bringing  in  of  Bills  in  the  other  House 
or  in  this  House,  it  was  quite  beyond  his  power. 
He  might  oppose  those  Bills,  but  that  was  all  he 
could  do.  Under  the  Standing  Orders  private 
members  had  a  right  to  introduce  what  Bills 
they  thought  proper,  and  they  would  carry  them 
from  time  to  time  in  defiance  of  whatever  the 
Government  might  do. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

MINERS'  RIGHTS  FEES  REDUCTION 
BILL. 

The  Hen.  Mr.  WILSON,  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  said  its  object  was  to  reduce 
the  dues  payable  on  miners'  rights  from  the  sum 
of  £1  to  ids.  This  Bill  was  intended  to  apply 
only  to  the  South  Island  gold  fields,  the  North 
Island  ^Id  fields  being  de^t  with  by  a  separate 
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Act  Altogether.  The  reaaon  for  Mldog  for  this 
reduction  was  the  fact  that  the  miniog  interest 
had  been  in  a  state  of  no  great  prosperity  for 
some  time  past,  and  the  payment  of  this  due  had 
been  found  to  be,  in  some  cases,  rery  onerous. 
The  Bill  ought  to  be  received  favourably  by  the 
Council,  on  the  ground  that  every  person  in- 
terested concurred  in  it.  The  whole  of  the  Gold 
Fields  members  supported  it :  the  Gt>Temment, 
he  understood,  offered  no  objection.  The  dues 
payable  under  the  Act  were  not  part  of  the 
colonial  revenue,  but  went  to  the  local  bodies, 
and  he  believed  the  local  bodies  were  favourable 
to  it.  He  had  before  him  a  report  of  a  meeting 
of  the  Westland  County  Council,  which  passed 
a  resolution  that  it  was  advisable  to  reduce  the 
price  of  miners'  rights  from  £1  to  5s.  Although 
there  was  a  reduction  made  by  the  Bill,  it  did 
not  follow  that  there  would  be  any  actual  loss, 
because  it  mi^ht  be  conceived  that  more  rights 
would  be  applied  for  when  the  dues  were  reduced. 
An  honorable  gentleman  asked  why  this  measure 
was  to  be  only  applicable  to  the  South  Island. 
The  North  IsUnd  gold  fields  were  under  "The 
Gold-Mining  Districts  Act,  1873."  If  that  was 
not  the  case,  he  would  intert  a  clause  stating  that 
the  Act  did  not  apply  to  the  North  Inland. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  would  like  to  say  a 
few  words  respecting  the  Bill,  and  would  conclude 
with  a  proposition  regarding  it.  The  honorable 
gentleman  bad  spoken  of  the  parties  interested 
in  this  question  as  being  the  Gold  Fields  mem- 
bers. Admitting  the  interest  which  Gold  Fields 
members  might  have  in  a  question  of  this  kind, 
there  were  very  much  larger  interests  than  the 
political  interests  of  those  honorable  gentlemen 
affected  by  this  measure.  As  honorable  gentle- 
men would  probably  remember,  those  fees  had 
been  made,  under  the  Financial  Arrangements 
Act,  local  revenues,  and  they  formed,  in  very 
many  instances,  the  greater  part  of  the  revenue 
of  those  counties  in  which  the  gold  fields  of  the 
South  Island  existed.  His  honorable  friend  told 
them  that  the  operation  of  this  Act  was  confined 
entirely  to  the  South  Island.  He  was  not  at  this 
moment  prepared  to  say  that  that  statement  was 
inaccurate,  but  he  believed  it  was.  He  believed 
the  terms  of  "The  Mines  Act,  1877,"  were  general, 
and  that  they  would  include  miners'  rights  issued 
in  all  parts  of  the  colony.  Although  the  interests 
of  local  bodies  in  the  South  Island  might  be  dif- 
ferent from  the  interests  of  local  bodies  in  the 
North  Island,  there  was  between  the  two  a  link  of 
resemblance  which  ought  not  to  be  lost  sight  of  by 
the  Council.  There  were,  in  both  cases,  Native 
interests  concerned.  There  were  in  the  North  Is- 
land, as  well  as  on  the  west  coast  of  the  South 
Island,  gold  fields  in  which  the  revenue  derived 
from  the  miners'  rights  belonged  to  the  Native 
owners  of  the  land  ;  and  the  proposition  now  made 
by  this  Bill  was  that,  without  any  reference  to  the 
local  bodies  particularly  interested,  or  to  the  Na- 
tives, who  were  also  particularly  interested,  the 
Assembly  should  at  one  stroke  violate  contracts 
made  with  the  Natives,  and  take  away  from  local 
bodies  one-half  of  their  revenue  on  which  they 
had  calculated,  and  on  which,  no  doubt,  the  ex- 
penditure for  the  current  year  had  been  based. 
Eon.  Mr,  Wikon 


That  was  the  general  condition  of  aflBurt.  With 
respect  to  the  North  Island,  it  was,  if  one  noigfat 
venture  to  use  the  expression,  still  more  "  mixed." 
The  conditions  under  which  the  gold-fields  reve- 
nue in  the  North  Island  gold-fields  districts 
was  derived  were  very  peculiar.  The  land  in  the 
greater  portion  of  the  mining  districts  belong«d 
to  the  Natives  when  the  agreement  was  made 
that  the  receipts  from  miners'  rights  should  be 
paid  over  to  the  Native  owners  of  the  district. 
Since  that  time  very  considerable  changes  had 
taken  place  in  regard  to  the  proprietorship  of  the 
land.  In  some  cases  the  Government,  and  in 
other  coses  private  individuals,  had  become  pro- 
prietors of  the  gold  fields.  So  that  the  interests 
which  originally  belonged  to  the  Natives  had  been 
divided ;  and  now  the  Crown  itself,  those  persons 
deriving  revenue  directly  from  the  Crown,  the 
counties  in  which  the  gold  fields  were  situated, 
the  Natives  themselves,  and  the  private  indivi- 
duals who  derived  their  rights  from  the  Natives, 
and  who  were  in  receipt  of  revenue  from  miners' 
rights,  might  find  themselves,  without  notice  at 
intimation  of  any  kind  whatever,  by  a  single 
stroke  of  the  pen  as  it  were,  deprived  of  half 
their  revenue.  The  proposition  was  a  most  mon- 
strous one;  and  how  the  representatives  of  the 
people  in  another  place  could  permit  such  a  Bill 
as  this  to  be  passed,  and  could  allow  a  grose  in- 
justice of  this  kind  to  be  attempted  to  be  per- 
petrated against  individuals  of  both  races,  and 
against  the  local  bodies,  was  more  than  he  could 
understand.  He  hoped  he  had  made  plain  what 
it  was  that  his  honorable  and  learned  friend  asked 
the  Council  to  do ;  and,  in  order  that  the  opinion 
of  the  Council  might  be  tested,  he  would  more. 
That  the  Bill  be  oraered  to  be  read  a  second  lime 
that  day  six  months. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCK  LET  was  pleased 
to  see  the  amount  of  sentiment  which  the  Hon. 
Dr.  Pollen  had  introduced  into  this  matter.  One 
would  suppose  that  the  local  bodies  were  to  suffer 
considerably  through  this  proposed  reduction  of 
the  amount  charged  for  the  miner's  right.  He 
thought  it  would  be  admitted  by  every  honor- 
able member  that  no  one  contributed  more  to 
the  revenue  of  the  colony  than  the  miner.  He 
had  to  pay  considerably  more  for  the  necessaries 
of  life  than  any  other  person,  and  his  gold  vras 
taxed  after  he  had  mined  it;  and  his  repre- 
sentatives now  asked  on  his  behalf  for  a  reduction 
in  the  charge  of  £1  which  he  had  to  pay  every 
year.  He  was  assured  by  gentlemen  of  experience 
that  the  revenue  suffered  considerably  from  the 
fact  that  Terj  often  miners  did  not  take  out 
miners'  rights  until  they  had  to  enforce  a  right 
as  against  some  other  individual,  and  that  this 
reduction  of  10s.  would  be  a  great  boon  to  Uuxe 
poor  people.  Ho  was  also  assured  that  the 
revenue  would  not  be  decreased,  because  many 
men  who  did  not  now  take  out  miners'  rights 
would  do  so  if  the  charge  was  only  10s.  A  great 
deal  had  been  said  about  the  hardship  that  would 
be  inflicted  upon  local  bodies.  This  measure  had 
been  brought  in  by  a  gentleman  of  some  ex- 
perience, who  was,  he  believed.  Chairman  of  a 
local  body,  and  it  might  be  said  that  he  had  some 
reason  for  introducing  it — that  the  local  body 
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with  which  he  was  connected  might  have  ex- 
pressed some  opinion  about  this.  But  he  (Mr. 
Buckley)  was  assured  that  the  whole  of  the  Gold 
Fields  members  in  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature  had  voted  for  this  Bill.  Thej  surely 
ought  to  know  what  was  good  for  the  miners,  and 
ought  to  know  more  about  the  matter  than  the 
Council  could  be  supposed  to  know.  He  was 
Tery  much  pleased  to  hear  the  extract  read  by 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Wilson  from  the  proceedings  of  a 
meeting  held  at  Hokitika,  which  showed  that  the 
opinion  of  those  who  had  had  some  experience  in 
the  affairs  of  gold-mining  districts  was  favourable 
to  a  far  greater  reduction  than  the  Council  was 
now  asked  to  assent  to.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, and  believing  that  the  revenue  would  not 
be  decreased  by  the  proposed  reduction,  he  would 
Tote  for  the  second  readmg  of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  B£YNOLDS  would  vote  for  the 
amendment.  The  honorable  member  who  had 
last  spoken  said  that  the  gentleman  who  inlro- 
duced  this  Bill  into  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature  was  thoroughly  conversant  with  the 
subject,  and  was  Chairman  of  a  County  Council. 
But  he  (Mr.  Keynolds)  found,  from  the  Order 
Paper,  that  the  same  honorable  member  had 
tabled  a  motion  to  the  effect  that  the  subsidies 
to  local  bodies  should  not  be  discontinued.  In 
fact,  he  had  heard  it  said  by  some  of  the  repre- 
sentatives from  the  gold  fields  that  it  would  be 
impossible  to  do  away  with  the  subsidies,  inasmuch 
as  the  local  bodies  on  gold  fields  would  then 
have  nothing  to  carry  on  the  public  works  within 
their  districts.  Now,  the  miners'  rights  fees  were 
entirely  local  revenue,  and  he  thought  that,  when 
they  were  levjing  additional  taxation  throughout 
the  whole  of  the  colony,  they  would  certainly  not 
be  justified  in  relieving  any  class  from  taxation, 
especially  when  it  did  not  go  into  the  colonial 
chest.  He  was  disposed  to  deny  that  the  miners 
paid  more  to  the  revenue  than  any  other  class. 
This  was  an  assertion  which  had  been  made  over 
and  over  again.  But  be  knew,  at  any  rate,  that 
mining  operations  had  caused  considerable  de- 
struction to  property  and  to  Crown  lands  in  the 
Province  of  Otago ;  and  he  was  aware,  also,  that 
large  expenditure  had  been  involved  in  conse- 
quence of  the  miners  coming  to  Otago.  He  was 
not  sajing  that  they  had  not  done  good  to  the 
colony,  but  he  could  assure  the  Council  that  the 
existence  of  the  miners  had  been  productive  of  no 
pecuniary  benefit  to  the  provincial  chest  of  Otago ; 
because,  before  the  breaking-out  of  the  gold 
fields,  the  Province  of  Otago  had  somewhere  about 
£35,000  lying  in  the  bank  to  its  credit,  and 
within  less  than  two  years,  or  thereabouts,  there 
was  an  indebtedness  of  £650,000.  While  the 
colony  was  reaping  great  benefit  from  the  gold 
fields  of  Otago,  the  Provincial  Treasury  suffered 
a  loss.  However,  he  was  not  one  of  those  who 
disparaged  the  advent  of  the  miners  to  the  colony. 
Far  from  it ;  they  had  done  the  colony  good  : 
but  he  held,  on  the  other  hand,  that  they  had 
received  full  justice  at  the  hands  of  the  colony, 
and  tliat  it  would  not  be  anj  injustice  to  them 
to  refuse  to  pass  this  Bill.  If  the  money  were 
going  into  the  colonial  chest  there  might  be  some 
reason  why  their  representatives  should  ask  for 


this  reduction ;  but,  seeing  that  it  went  towards 
their  own  local  expenses,  and  that  it  was  stated 
that  without  the  revenue  the  local  bodies  would 
not  be  able  to  carry  on  public  works  in  their  own 
districts,  he  thought  the  Council  would  not  be 
justified  in  agreeing  to  this  proposal.  If  they 
consented  to  the  reduction  they  might  depend 
upon  it  that  sooner  or  later  there  would  be  some 
claim  made  upon  the  Treasury  for  assistance  by 
the  gold-fields  districts,  and  the  colony  would  have 
to  find  them  the  means  of  maintaining  the  dis- 
trict roads  within  their  counties. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOBE  thought  the 
honorable  member  was  trying  to  generalize  from 
the  case  of  Otago.  The  honorable  member  was 
much  better  informed  on  the  point  than  he  was, 
and  he  would  grant  that  the  year  before  the  out- 
break of  the  Otago  gold  fields  there  was  a  credit 
of  £35,000  in  the  Otago  chest.  But  a  couple  of 
years  afterwards  there  was  another  feature  in  the 
finance  of  that  part  of  the  country,  which  arose 
not  entirely  from  the  gold  fields  breaking  out, 
but  because,  in  the  meantime,  the  finance  of  that 
province  had  been  manipulated  by  the  author 
of  that  policy  which  had  gained  for  this  coun- 
try the  soubriquet  of  the  "great  loan  land." 
That  he  believed  to  have  been  really  the  cause 
why  the  indebtedness  of  that  part  of  the  coun- 
try grew  until  it  amounted,  before  the  province 
hoisted  its  burdens  on  the  slioulders  of  the 
colony,  to  about  £1,750,000. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  might  be  per- 
mitted to  correct  the  honorable  member.  The 
§entlenian  to  whom  he  referred  had  nothing  to 
o  with  the  affairs  of  Otago  until  years  after  it 
got  into  debt. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMOBE  said,  then 
the  honorable  gentleman's  figures  were  not  quite 
correct.  He  had  a  perfectly  clear  recollection 
that  the  big  debt  to  which  the  honorable  gentle- 
man referred  was  incurred  not  long  after,  but 
shortly  after,  the  advent  of  the  gentleman  al- 
luded to  to  political  life  in  Otago.  However,  he 
would  not  dispute  the  matter  with  the  honorable 
gentleman  further  than  to  say  that  he  did  not 
think  that  the  extravagance  of  any  provincial 
district  ought  to  be  a  reason  why  the  miners 
should  not  be  fairly  listened  to  in  a  matter  of 
tills  kind.  It  had  been  put  before  them  on  the 
penny-postage  principle— that  if  they  reduced  the 
sum  there  would  be  more  miners'  rights  taken 
out.  These  people  were  pecuniarily  interested, 
and  they  said  they  wished  to  alter  the  law  in 
order  that  they  might  get  a  larger  revenue,  or,  at 
all  events,  that  they  might  give  a  relief  which 
they  pointed  out  would  not  hurt  or  in  any  way 
diminish  their  finances.  They  were  far  more  in- 
terested than  the  Council  was  in  this  matter,  and 
honorable  members  should  pay  very  great  atten- 
tion to  what  they  said.  The  interests  represented 
by  the  Westland  County  Council,  and  by  the 
County  Council  of  Vincent,  and  he  thougnt  he 
might  say  also  by  the  Lake  County  Council,  which 
was  acting  with  the  gentleman  who  introduced 
this  Bill — these  interests  were  the  great  bulk  of 
the  gold-fields  interests  of  the  South  Island ;  and, 
with  regard  to  the  North,  it  had  already  been 
arranged  that  a  special  clause  might  be  inserted 
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to  bar  the  application  of  the  Act.  The  onlj 
other  argument  that  had  been  urf;ed  to  induce 
the  Coancil  to  dissent  from  this  Bill  was,  that 
it  might  affect  the  interests  of  the  Maori  race 
in  the  South  Island.  He  thought  the  difficultj 
in  that  respect  could  be  met  in  a  much  better 
way  than  by  ordering  this  Bill  to  be  read  a 
second  time  that  day  six  months.  Let  them 
put  a  special  proviso  in  the  Bill  that,  where 
the  interests  of  the  Maoris  were  affected,  they 
should  oontinae  to  enjoy  whatever  they  had  been 
already  promised,  by  agreement  or  Statute,  as 
the  case  might  be.  He  felt  sure  they  might 
easily  introduce  such  words  as  would  effectually 
protect  the  Maori  interests,  whether  situated 
m  the  South  Island  or  the  North.  There  re- 
mained, then,  only  the  interests  of  the  districts. 
The  districts  in  which  these  mining  communities 
liyed,  he  believed,  might  be  proved  to  almost 
depend  on  the  miners — the  great  bulk  of  their 
revenue  was  derived  from  the  miners*  rights 
and  gold  duty.  The  gentleman  who  introduced 
this  Bill  was  at  the  head  of  a  County  Council 
which  had  at  its  disposal  a  revenue,  arising  chiefly 
from  such  sources,  as  large  as  the  entire  local 
revenues  of  the  Province  of  Auckland ;  and,  as 
these  miners'  rights  did  not  in  any  way  affect  the 
subsidies,  he  ((Lionel  Whitmore)  did  not  think 
they  should  be  considered  together.  He  had 
not  got  the  subject  at  his  fingers'-ends ;  but  he 
believed  it  might  be  proved  that  the  subsidies  to 
those  districts  were  in  proportion  less  than  the 
subsidies  given  to  districts  in  which  there  were 
no  mining  interests  whatever.  Therefore  he 
could  not  see  why  the  question  of  the  subsidies 
should  be  brought  up  in  the  consideration  of  this 
question  at  all.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Reynolds  said 
that,  as  they  were  going  to  put  on  a  very  large 
measure  of  taxation,  this  Bill  ought  not  to  pass, 
olthough  if  (he  revenue  had  been  coming  into  the 
colonial  chest  direct  he  would  see  some  reason 
for  assenting  to  it  He  (Colonel  Whitmore) 
would  just  argue  in  a  contrary  way.  If  tho 
colony  was  in  great  need  of  money,  and  was 
going  to  tax  the  community,  they  should  hesitate 
very  much  before  relieving  the  people  from  any 
taxation  which  the  colony  was  at  that  moment 
levying ;  but  as  it  was  for  local  purposes,  and  as 
tho  people  of  the  localities  most  concerned  were 
the  people  who  asked  for  it,  he  could  not  under- 
stand on  what  principle  tliey  should  refuse  it. 
The  honorable  gentleman  then  said  that,  if  they 
did  that,  the  districts  would  come  some  day  and 
demand  assistance  in  the  making  of  roads.  All 
he  could  say  was  that,  if  they  did,  there  would 
be  a  perfect  answer  to  them  in  the  Bill  brought 
in  at  their  own  instance.  Here  was  the  Bill,  with 
the  name  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Vincent  County 
at  the  head  of  it,  and  that  should  be  a  sufficient 
answer.  As  to  the  miners,  they  could  not  make 
anything  like  the  wages  they  used  to  make;  and, 
when  it  was  remembered  that  the  indirect  taxa- 
tion upon  them  was  greater  than  was  paid  by  any 
other  portion  of  the  community,  they  ought  to 
give  them  some  consideration  in  this  matter.  It 
would  be  unfair  to  the  mining  districts  if  they 
were  refueed  this  relief.  He  hoped  the  Hon. 
Dr.  Pollen  would  not  persist  in  his  amendment. 
Hon,  Colonel  Whitmore 


Possibly  the  honorable  gentleman's  objection  to 
the  Bill  could  be  overoomo  if  he  were  satisfied 
that  it  should  not  apply  to  the  Thames  and 
some  portions  of  the  West  Coast ;  and,  if  a  clause 
to  that  effect  were  proposed,  he  might  offer  bo 
opposition  to  it.  He  hoped  the  honorable  gentle- 
man would  allow  the  Bill  to  pass. 

The  Hob.  Mr.  LAHMANN  hoped  the  Coancil 
would  agree  to  the  second  residing  as  a  mere 
matter  of  justice  to  the  mining  community.  He 
used  the  word  *'  justice  "  because  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Reynolds  had  misapplied  the  word  by  saying  that 
in  justice  to  some  one  else  they  ought  not  to  pass 
the  Bill.  It  seemed  to  him  that  it  would  meet 
all  objections  to  the  Bill  if  it  were  made  to  apply 
to  the  South  Island  only  He  was  not  aware  that 
there  were  any  Maori  rights  in  the  South  Island. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLL£N  said  there  was  an  Act 
in  existence  which  constituted  a  gold  field  on 
Native  land,  and  provided  that  the  moneys  de- 
rived from  the  sale  of  the  miners'  rights  should 
be  paid  to  the  Native  owners  of  the  land. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  LAHMANN  said  he  had  lived 
on  the  West  Coast  for  sixt-een  years,  but  not  a 
single  case  of  the  kind  bad  come  under  his  notice, 
nor  had  any  claim  ever  been  made  on  any  County 
Council  for  any  receipts  from  the  sale  of  miners' 
rights.  However,  if  the  Bill  were  made  to  apply 
only  to  the  South  Island,  the  Maori  rights  in  the 
North  Island  would  not  be  interfered  with.  The 
Hon.  Mr.  Reynolds  said  that  in  justice  to  the 
local  bodies  interested  they  ought  not  to  take 
away  the  receipt*  from  miners*  rights ;  but  the 
local  bodies  were  in  favour  of  the  Bill,  because 
they  knew  that  it  would  not  diminish  their  re- 
ceipts. At  present  more  than  half  the  miners 
did  not  take  out  miners'  rights,  and  it  was  only 
when  they  had  to  go  to  Court  to  seek  some  redress 
that  thoy  were  compelled  to  produce  a  miner's 
right.  If  the  price  were  reduced  to  10s.  it  was 
only  reasonable  to  expect  that  half  as  many  again 
would  lake  them  out,  many  miners  being  unable 
to  afford  the  pound.  The  miners,  as  a  class,  were 
more  heavily  taxed  than  any  other  portiou  of  the 
community ;  and,  as  the  Hon.  Mr.  Buckley  had 
explained,  tliej  had  contributed  more  than  a  mil- 
lion sterling  of  gold  duty,  independently  of  the 
other  taxes  they  paid.  Tho  returns  showed  that 
they  were  largo  consumers  of  dutiable  goods,  and 
contributed  more  to  the  consolidated  revenue  than 
any  other  class.  He  remembered  a  calculation 
being  made,  which  showed  that  fifteen  thousand 
people  on  the  West  Coast  contributed  £100,000 
per  annum  to  the  revenue.  It  was  said  that  be- 
fore the  gold-miners  came  to  Otago  the  Provincial 
Gk>vemment  bad  a  balance  to  its  credit,  and  that 
if  no  gold  had  been  discovered  it  would  have  % 
balance  still ;  but  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  gold 
discovery  would  Dunedin  be  the  fine  city  it  was 
now?  Ho  thought  not.  It  would  still  be  the 
fishing  village  it  was  then.  He  hoped  the  Coun- 
cil would  pass  tho  Bill,  and  do  an  act  of  justice  to 
the  gold-mining  community. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASER  said  he  had  the 
greatest  respect  for  the  miners,  and,  if  necessarj, 
would  defend  their  rights  in  that  Council  or  else- 
where  ;  but  from  what  he  knew  of  the  miners  ho 
knew  that  if  a  reduction  in  this  direplion  wore 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


1879.]        Miner$'  Bights  Pees        [COTTNCIL.] 


deduction  Bill. 


415 


wanted  it  would  be  peiitioned  for.  But  there 
bad  been  no  petitions  for  this  reduction.  It  was 
very  easy  for  a  member  to  curry  favour  with  the 
miners  by  bringing  in  a  Bill  of  this  sort  upon  his 
own  responsibility ;  but  if  they  passed  it  they 
mig)it  be  doing  a  g^^t  injustice  to  the  miners. 
They  might  say,  "  We  did  not  ask  for  this ;  we 
don't  want  it."  Some  sessions  ago  he  wanted 
to  get  the  gold  duty  reduced ;  but  the  miners 
were  very  averse  to  it,  and  it  was  only  a  year 
afterwards  that  they  changed  their  mind.  It 
might  be  found  that  if  they  did  away  with  the 
miner's  right  they  would  do  away  with  all  his 
priyileges ;  or  if  they  reduced  the  right  to  one- 
half  they  would  reduce  his  priyileges  to  one-half. 
He  could  not  support  the  Bill.  If  there  had  been 
a  single  petition  in  its  favour  he  would  have  sup- 
port^ it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  regretted  that 
the  Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore  should  so  frequently 
impute  party  motives  for  the  action  taken  by 
honorable  members  in  the  Council. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WOOD  rose  to  a  point  of  order. 
The  Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore  was  called  to  ac- 
count for  attributing  motives.  The  Hon.  Mr. 
Waterhouse  was  now  imputing  party  motives  to 
the  honorable  member.  The  term,  at  least,  was 
objectionable. 

Tbe  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  heard  nothing  out 
of  order. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  regretted  that 
the  Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore  so  frequently  thought 
the  course  taken  by  members  was  influenced  by 
party  spirit. 

Ihe  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  said  the 
honorable  gentleman  had  a  perfect  right  to 
criticise  anything  he  said.  He  did  not  impute 
motives  to  him,  and  said  nothing  of  the  sort. 
He  alluded  to  no  party. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WlTERHOUSE  was  some- 
what amused  at  the  disclaimer  of  the  honorable 
and  gsllant  gentleman.  It  was  apparent  in  every 
discussion  that  he  regarded  honorable  members 
who  differed  from  him  as  more  or  less  actuated 
by  party  feeling.  If  the  honorable  gentleman 
wished  the  Council  to  believe  that  he  did  not 
labour  under  such  an  idea,  he  would  gladly  re- 
ceive his  disclaimer.  It  was  his  intention  to  vote 
for  the  amendment,  in  the  interests  of  the  miners 
themselves.  If  they  passed  the  Bill  they  would 
be  doing  the  miners  a  ^fery  serious  wrong.  They 
would  bo  interfering  very  seriously  indeed  with 
revenue  absolutely  necessary  to  the  County  Coun- 
cils in  order  to  the  efficient  discharge  of  the  duties 
which  the  Legislature  had  devolved  upon  them. 
They  could  not  overlook  the  fact  that  the  sub- 
sidies mu^t  necessarily  shortly  be  withdrawn,  and 
the  furtlier  fact  that  the  taxation  to  which  they 
would  be  subjected,  to  meet  demands  made  on 
them  in  connection  with  the  carrying-on  of  the 
Qeneral  G-overnment,  and  the  pressure  of  their 
debt,  would  make  them  the  most  heavily-taxed 
community  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  Under  theee 
circumstances  there  was  no  reason  to  believe  that, 
however  willing  the  Parliament  of  the  colony 
might  be  to  grant  assistance  to  County  Councils, 
it  would  be  in  a  position  so  to  do.  If  they  took 
away  this  amount  from  the  County  Conooik,  they 


would  effectually  debar  those  bodies  from  effect- 
ing improvements  absolutely  necessary  in  the 
interests  of  the  miners  themselves.  If  Parlia- 
ment laid  itself  open  to  the  charge  which  the 
Hon.  Captain  Eraser  said  might  be  brought 
against  it  by  the  miners,  of  doing  an  injustice  to 
them  by  removing  from  them  a  source  of  revenue 
which  they  never  asked  to  have  removed,  they 
would  be  entitled  to  come  to  Parliament  and 
claim  the  amount  which  it  withdrew  from  them. 
He  did  not  wish  to  go  into  the  other  questions 
that  had  been  raised  in  connection  with  this  Bill. 
He  thought  the  miners  did  credit  to  the  colony, 
but  he  did  not  say  that  they  contributed  more 
to  the  revenue  than  any  other  portion  of  the 
community.  If  he  did  say  so,  he  would  not  be 
stating  a  fact.  Had  they  greater  appetites  or  did 
they  drink  more  or  smoke  more  than  navvies,  or 
shepherds,  or  shearers,  or  other  working-men  ? 
Unfortunately  it  was  the  cose  that  nearly  all 
those  classes*  spent  the  whole  of  their  earnings, 
and,  the  miners  not  having,  as  a  rule,  larger 
incomes  than  the  people  he  referred  to,  they  were 
not  in  a  position  to  spend  more.  There  was  a 
time  when  it  was  different —  when  on  the  gold 
fields  there  was  an  expenditure  disproportionate 
to  the  population ;  but  that  was  in  the  height 
of  the  gold  fever,  when  a  large  number  of 
people  were  congregated  in  the  towns,  and,  being 
actuated  by  a  gambling  spirit,  spent  money  very 
freely.  That  had  passed  away,  and,  to  the  credit 
of  the  miners,  gold-mining  had  become  a  settled 
industry.  But  they  should  not  exalt  the  miners 
above  their  merits,  and  he  was  not  prepared  to 
admit  that  the  miners  were  superior  to  other  por- 
tions of  the  labouring-classes  scattered  throughout 
the  country.  In  the  interests  of  the  miners  Uiem- 
selves  he  felt  bound  to  support  the  amendment. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  said,  if 
it  were  true  that  the  mining  population  were 
more  heavily  taxed  than  other  people  in  the 
country,  he  would  be  only  too  glad  to  contribute 
any  help  towards  relieving  them  from  that  extra 
taxation.  But,  in  all  the  years  that  this  state- 
ment had  been  made,  it  had  always  struck  him 
as  a  most  extraordinary  thing  that  there  should 
be  found  men  of  intelligence,  well  acquainted 
with  the  law,  and  able  to  take  a  leading  part 
in  the  affairs  of  their  districts,  who  should  still 
harp  upon  that  long  unsounding  string.  What 
was  the  taxation  imposed  on  Uie  miner?  He 
was  called  upon  to  pay  £1  for  a  miner's  right. 
But  did  any  one  mean  to  say  that  the  miners' 
rights  did  not  confer  on  them  great  privileges? 
Instead  of  being  taxation,  it  was  a  gift  con- 
ferred upon  them.  The  miner's  right  gave  to 
the  holder  the  right  to  come  in  and  tale  pos- 
session of  any  Crown  land  if  it  were  only  within 
a  proclaimed  gold-mining  district,  whether  that 
land  was  in  the  occupation  of  any  person  or 
not,  so  long  as  it  wss  not  a  garden,  orchard,  or 
place  where  a  house  was  situated.  The  miner  - 
not  only  took  possession  of  the  land,  but  closed 
it  against  everybody  else.  In  one  district  which 
he  knew,  upwards  of  a  thousand  acres  of  fine  agri- 
cultural land,  which  people  were  most  anxious 
to  get  hold  of,  was  in  the  possession  of  one  or 
two  minen :  hi«  own  personal  interest  was  not 
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affected,  because  under  no  circumstances  what- 
ever could  he  be  beneficially  interested  in  the 
land  on  account  of  the  operation  of  the  lavr 
itself :  but  in  this  instance  the  holders  of  miners' 
rights  were  occupying  a  thousand  acres  of  agri- 
cultural land,  and  shutting  it  up  merely  for  the 
purpose  of  digging  a  small  quantity  of  gold.  They 
were  occupying  Crown  lands  in  a  large  part  of 
the  Middle  Island  at  their  will  and  pleasure. 
Every  other  interest,  ©▼ery  other  trade  and 
occupation,  was  made  subordinate  to  the  potent 
operation  of  the  miner's  right.  How  then  could 
it  be  said  that  the  minor's  right  was  taiationP 
On  the  contrary,  it  was  the  price  of  a  privilege 
which  was  worth  a  great  deal  more  than  the 
money  paid  for  it.  He  did  not  wish  to  say  a 
single  word  against  the  mining  population:  on 
the  contrary,  so  far  as  his  experience  of  the 
mining  population  of  Otago  was  concerned,  they 
were  as  intelligent,  well-behaved,  orderly,  and 
yalnable  a  class  as  any  in  the  whole  community : 
and  speaking  of.  the  miners  as  labouring-men, 
they  deservedly  held  a  very  high  place ;  and  he 
vras  not  actuated  by  any  want  of  due  consi- 
deration towards  them,  lie  would  ask  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Wilson  to  reconsider  the  statement  he 
made,  that  the  Bill  was  only  applicable  to  the 
South  Island.  He  thought  there  was  consider- 
able doubt  about  that.  It  was  quite  true  that 
his  honorable  and  learned  friend  was  willing  to 
get  over  the  doubt  by  inserting  a  clause  limiting 
the  operation  of  the  Bill  to  the  South  Island; 
but  that  really  constituted  his  chief  objection  to 
it.  No  reason  had  been  shown  why  the  miners 
of  the  South  Island  should  only  pay  lOs.,  while 
the  miners  of  the  North  Island  should  continue 
to  pay  £1.  If  they  passed  the  Bill,  they  would 
certainly  be  applied  to  next  session  by  the  miners 
of  the  North  Island  to  make  the  same  reduction 
on  their  belialf,  and  Parliament  would  be  obliged 
to  give  way.  An  observation  fell  from  the  Hon. 
Colonel  Whitmore  which  deserved  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Council.  He  said  the  inhabitants  of 
the  districts  affected  by  this  Bill  were  the  best 
judges  of  what  concerned  them,  and  therefore 
they  were  fairly  entitled  to  ask  for  this  relief.  If 
the  honorable  gentleman  had  continued  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Government,  he  did  not  think  he 
would  have  held  that  language,  because,  after  all, 
if  an  argument  of  that  kind  on  the  subject  of 
taxation  was  to  hold  water  at  all,  why  should  it 
not  hold  water  everywhere  and  on  every  occasion  ? 
What  particular  reason  was  there  for  the  miners 
to  be  singled  out,  and  to  be  permitted  to  ask  for 
relief  from  taxation,  when  every  other  class  in  the 
community  was  asked  to  pay  an  enormous  new 
taxation?  It  was  very  true,  as  his  honorable 
and  gallant  friend  had  said,  that  this  was  local 
revenue;  but  they  all  knew  that  the  subsidies 
would  have  to  be  withdrawn,  and  then  how  was 
the  ordinary  business  of  the  county  organization 
to  bo  kept  up  if  they  reduced  any  of  the  revenue 
of  the  local  bodies  r  He  would  tell  them  what 
would  happen.  What  did  they  see  in  the  news- 
papers P  What  did  they  see  in  the  results  of  the 
discussions  which  had  taken  place  in  the  other 
House  of  Parliament  ?  They  had  seen  that  there 
were  members  representing  gold-fields  oonstitu-  ^ 
Son,  Mr,  Waterhoute 


I  encies  who,  somehow  or  another,  contrived  to 
get  an  advance  of  £1,000,  a  grant  of  £1,000,  a 
loan  of  £5,000,  from  the  Government  of  which 
the  honorable  and  gallant  gentleman  was  a  mem- 
ber, without  any  vote  or  authority  from  Parlia- 
ment. And  they  had  found  that  some  Gold 
Fields  members  were  enabled  to  apply  the  taxa- 
tion which  was  derived  from  other  classes  of 
the  community  to  their  own  benefit,  without  the 
knowledge  or  consent  of  Parliament. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  sud  the 
honorable  gentleman  should  not  make  statementt 
of  that  kind  without  being  familiar  with  chapter 
and  verse.  The  advances  he  alluded  to  were  only 
made  on  account  of  subsidies. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  did  not  know 
how  it  happened  that  these  advances  were  made 
to  one  County  Council 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE.— To  all. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  chaUenged 
the  honorable  gentleman  to  mention  any  County 
Council  that  had  received  what  he  called  advances 
to  the  same  extent  and  in  the  same  manner  as 
Tuapeka.  Now,  Tuapeka  was  under  the  guidance 
and  direction  of  a  gentleman  who  happened  to 
have  been  one  of  the  most  prominent  supporters 
of  the  honorable  and  gallant  gentleman.  That 
was  a  curious  coincidence,  he  allowed.  Very 
likely  the  one  circumstance  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  other.  But  it  was  a  coincidence  which 
struck  honorable  members  who  were  disposed 
not  to  put  unlimited  confidence  in  the  Gh>vern- 
ment  of  the  day  as  being  curious,  that  while 
payments  which  were  due  to  County  Councils 
and  other  bodies  in  Canterbury  were  withheld, 
notwithstanding  the  statement  of  the  head  of 
the  Gt>vernment  that  most  careful  provision  had 
been  made  for  such  payments,  money  which  had 
not  been  voted  by  Parliament  was,  apparently 
with  a  lavish  hand,  given — or  lent,  as  tne  honor- 
able and  gallant  gentleman  said,  in  the  shape 
of  "  advances  " — to  County  Councils  in  which 
a  preponderance  of  opinion  happened  to  be  at 
the  time  in  favour  of  the  Gk>vernment  of  wliich 
the  honorable  gentleman  was  himself  a  member. 
This  was  not  a  time  to  relieve  any  one  from  taxa- 
tion. What  would  be  thought  of  the  condition 
of  the  finances  in  England  if  a  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  who  succeeded  a  Government 
which  had  oeen  founded  upon  economical  prin- 
ciples, found  himself  obliged  to  say,  "  Gentle- 
men of  the  House  of  Commons,  I  need  not  tell 
you  that  the  taxation  of  the  United  Kingdom 
has  been,  for  the  last  year,  £83,000,000 :  well, 
I  am  sorry  to  tell  you  tj^at  I  am  obliged  by  the 
condition  of  your  finance  to  impose  a  new  and 
permanent  taxation  to  the  extent  of  between 
£20,000,000  and  £26,000,000,  of  which  pro- 
perty is  to  bear  two-thirds  "  P  Why,  the  House 
of  Commons  and  the  whole  country  would  be 
aghast.  And  yet  that  was  the  position  in  which 
they  now  were  here.  They  were  called  upon  by 
the  Government  of  the  day — he  did  not  say  impro- 
perly— to  bear  a  taxation  which  would  be  verj 
crushing  upon  every  industry  in  the  country;  and 
they  must  not,  within  a  few  days  of  being  asked 
to  give  their  assent  to  taxation  so  sweeping  and 
so  overwhelming  in  its  character,  make  it  the  op- 
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portunitj  of  relieTing  a  particular  class.  Besides, 
BO  far  08  he  could  see,  the  miners  would  really  not 
be  benefited  by  the  remission.  He  hoped  tliat 
before  the  debate  closed  the  Attomey-Qeneral 
would  tell  them  what  the  Goyemment  thought 
about  this  matter.  It  was  a  question  in  which  the 
QoTemment  were  greaily  ooncerned.  It  was  rery 
true  that  the  revenue  belonged  lo  the  counties ; 
but  the  Financial  Statement  intimated  that  they 
would  haye  to  consider  the  whole  question  of 
local  Qoyemment  revenue  in  a  very  short  time, 
and  it  could  not  have  escaped  the  attention  of 
the  Government  that,  if  at  the  present  moment 
they  struck  at  the  root  of  a  considerable  revenue 
of  this  kind,  they  might  be  seriously  cripphng 
their  means  of  dealing  next  session  with  the 
interests  of  these  local  bodies.  He  was  sorry  to 
say  that  he  could  not  consent  to  the  Bill,  and 
would  vote  for  the  anendment. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLEB,  in  justice  to  a  gentle- 
man whose  name  had  been  introduced  into  this 
debate  somewiiat  unexpectedly,  would  take  the 
opportunity  of  corroborating  wliat  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Eeynolds  had  said,  and  of  affirming  most  dis- 
tinctly that  the  expenditure  on  account  of  the 
gold  fields  in  Otago  was  incurred  long  l>efore 
ir  Julius  Yogel  became  connected  with  the 
politics  of  that  province.  Take  the  item  of 
police,  for  instance.  The  police  in  Otago  in  the 
year  1862  or  1863  cost  £60,000,  and  it  was  found 
necessary  to  cut  that  expenditure  down  to  one- 
half  the  amount.  Sir  Julius  Yogel  had  nothing 
to  do  with  incurring  that  large  expenditure; 
be  came  upon  the  scene  afterwards.  Whatever 
opinion  they  might  hold  as  to*  what  person  was 
chargeable  with  the  financial  cloud  under  which 
the  colony  now  laboured,  the  Hon.  Colonel  Whit- 
more  was  wrong  in  bringing  in  Sir  Julius  Yogel's 
name  in  connection  with  the  former  indebtedness 
of  Otago.  He  thought  the  merits  of  this  Bill 
had  been  sufficiently  discussed,  and  would  simply 
say  tliat  in  his  opinion  no  reasons  whatever  had 
been  given  which  should  induce  them  to  assent 
to  the  proposed  reduction  of  the  miner's  right. 
As  had  l>een  said,  the  miners  themselves  did  not 
require  it.  It  appeared  to  him  that  if  they  would 
not  pay  £1  they  would  not  pay  lOs.  If  a  man 
could  not  afford  to  pay  £1  a  jear  for  the  privilege 
of  digging  gold,  he  could  not  be  expected  to  pay 
10s.  He  was  not  very  well  acquainted  with  gold 
fields,  although  he  liad  seen  some  of  the  most 
important  works  in  Otago,  but  he  was  bound  to 
say  he  did  not  believe  there  was  any  portion 
of  the  community  where  they  could  see  more 
skill,  more  enterprise,  and  more  industry  than 
amongst  the  miners  proper.  They  were  one 
of  the  very  finest  class  of  men  we  nad  in  New 
Zealand,  and  he  was  quite  prepared  to  admit 
that  the  colony  owed  a  great  deal  to  them. 
But|  having  borne  most  willing  testimony  to 
all  their  viduable  qualities,  he  vras  bound  to 
say  that  the  point  of  the  whole  matter  had  not 
yet  been  alluded  to  in  the  debate— that,  with 
re^rd  at  any  rate  to  alluvial  gold  fields,  after  the 
miner  had  occupied  the  land  he  left  it  in  a  con- 
dition which  rendered  it  wholly  useless  and  un- 
profitable. If  they  must  seek  for  points  to  bring 
against  the  mining  industry,  that,  to  his  mind, 
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was  one  of  the  most  unfortunate  points  about  the 
whole  thing,  for  a  more  melancholy  sight  than  a 
deserted  gold  field  was  not  to  bo  seen.  He  en- 
tirely agreed  with  what  had  been  said  about  taxa- 
tion. There  could  be  no  doubt  whatever  that  the 
colony  was  now  entering  upon  a  time  when  it 
could  not  spare  lOs.  out  of  any  pound,  and,  if 
they  were  to  give  away  this  sum,  they  had  better 
ask  to  have  the  maximum  of  the  road  rates  re- 
duced, and  every  other  burden  removed  which 
could  possibly  be  got  rid  of. 

Question  put,  "That  the  word  *now'  stand 
part  of  the  question  ;"  upon  which  a  division  was 
called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         10 

Noes         24 


Majority  againsl ... 


14 


Captain  Baillie, 
Mr.  P.  A.  Buckley, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  Henderson, 
Mr.  Lahmann, 

Mr.  Aoland, 
Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell, 
Colonel  Brett, 
Mr.  G.  Bucklay, 
Mr.  Chamberlui, 
Mr.  Edwards, 
Captain  Fraser, 
Mr.  Gray, 
Mr.  Holmes, 
Mr.  G.  R.  Johnson, 
Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  Menzies, 


Atbs. 

I  Mr.  Scotland, 
t  Colonel  Whitmore, 
I  Mr.  Wilson, 
Mr.  Wood, 
I  Mr.Whitaker. 


Nobs. 


Mr.  Miller, 

Mr.  Ngatata, 

Mr.  Nurse, 

Mr.  Paterson, 

Mr.  Peacock, 

Mr.  Peter, 

Dr.  Pollen, 

Mr.  Reynolds, 

Mi^or  Richmond,  O.B., 

Mr.  Robinson, 

Mr.  Waterhoose, 

Mr.  Williamson. 

The  amendment  vras  consequently  agreed  to, 
and  the  Bill  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time 
that  day  six  months. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  fifty-five  minutaa 
past  nine  p.m. 


HOUSE  OF  REPEE8ENTATIVB8. 

Friday,  2Ut  November,  1879. 


First  KMdiof>-Third  Beaduig— Order  of  Bosiasss— Sub- 
sidies— Bedistribution  of  Seats  Bill— Snpplj. 

Mr.  Sfbakbb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  seven 
o'clock. 
Pbatbbs. 

FIRST  READING. 
Thames  Harbour  Board  Bill. 

THIRD  READING. 
Registration  of  Electors  Bill. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 
Mr.  MACANDREW,  before  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  the  Orders  of  the  day,  would  like  to 
ask  the  Government  when  the  Public  Works 
Statement  would  be  brought  down,  and  also  when 
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the  Property-Tax  Bill  would  be  circulated,  because 
he  thought  it  would  be  impossible  to  have  any 
intelligent  discussion  upon  the  Financial  State- 
ment before  those  papers  were  in  possession  of 
honorable  members.  He  thought  it  would  facili- 
tate business  Tery  much  if  an  understanding 
could  be  arriTed  at  that  this  discussion  should 
not  take  place  until  tlie  House  was  in  possession 
of  all  information.  He  saw  by  the  Order  Paper 
that  it  was  proposed  to  go  into  Committee  of 
Supply,  but  he  would  suggest  that  it  might  be 
postponed. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  Ooremment  did 
not  propose  to  bring  down  the  Public  Works  State- 
ment for  a  few  days.  He  had  already  informed 
the  House  how  far  the  loan  had  been  engaged 
by  liabilities  which  must  be  met  up  to  June  next ; 
and  to-night  he  had  laid  before  the  House  a 
return  supplementing  that  information — a  return 
which,  if  honorable  members  looked  at  it,  they 
would  find  gave  details  down  to  Is.  4d.  He  might 
add  that,  from  a  convertation  he  had  had  with 
the  engiueers,  he  had  learned  that  it  would  be 
necessary  to  authorize  for  expenditure  within  this 
year,  in  order  to  make  useful  the  works  author- 
ized by  the  late  Government,  a  sum  of  £750,000 
beyond  what  he  had  already  told  the  House  was 
necessary  to  meet  engagements  up  to  the  present 
time.  The  House  would  thus  see  that  the  terms 
of  the  Public  Works  Statement  must  depend  upon 
the  amount  of  money  the  colony  could  raise 
within  the  year.  The  financial  policy  of  the  Go- 
Temment  was  before  the  House  and  the  country 
in  the  Financial  Statement ;  and  the  details  and 
mode  of  carrying  out  those  proposals  were  of 
secondary  importance.  Honorable  members  were 
therefore  now  quite  as  able  to  discuss  the  broad 
policy  of  the  Government  as  they  ever  would 
CM) ;  but  the  details  would,  of  course,  come  on  for 
discussion  when  the  Bills  for  giving  effect  to  the 
proposals  of  the  Government  were  introduced. 
He  submitted,  therefore,  that  the  House  ought 
to  go  on  with  the  financial  discussion  at  once, 
especially  as  honorable  gentlemen  opposite  were 
in  the  Government  but  a  month  ago,  and  should 
be  aware  of  the  precise  effect  the  Government 
proposals  would  have.  For  himfelf,  he  might 
say  he  was  prepared  to  hear  anything  honorable 
gentlemen  might  have  to  say,  and  to  answer 
them.  However,  if  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
would  prefer  to  wait  for  a  short  time,  then  let 
the  estimates  be  gone  on  with.  They  had  got  to 
be  passed,  whatever  might  be  the  financial  policy 
of  the  Government ;  and,  as  soon  as  motions  of 
which  notice  had  been  given  were  disposed  of,  the 
House  might  go  into  Supply  and  get  through 
with  the  estimates,  Monday  or  Tuesday  being 
fixed  for  the  financial  debate.  The  desire  of  the 
Govemmeut  was  to  go  on  with  the  business  of 
the  country,  and  to  get  things  settled  as  quickly 
as  possible;  and,  while  making  this  suggestion, 
the  Government  were  desirous  of  going  on  with 
the  financial  debate  at  once. 

SUBSIDIES. 
On  the  motion  for  going  into  Committee aof 


Supply, 


PY£E  said, — I  beg  to  move  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Macandrew 


which  I  have  given  notice.  That  this  House  wiD 
not  assent  to  the  discontinuance  of  subsidies  to 
local  bodies  until  other  and  adequat«  proTision  hss 
been  made  for  the  continuance  and  prosecution 
of  local  public  works.  I  have  decided  to  take 
this  immediate  action  because  of  the  impoitjmce 
to  the  country  at  large  of  an  assurance  being 
given  by  the  House  and  by  the  Government  tiiat 
they  do  not  mean  to  stop  all  the  local  pnblie 
works  in  the  country.  Now,  Sir,  I  say  that, 
rightly  or  wrongly,  the  impression  has  gone 
abroad,  and  is  working  a  vast  deal  of  mischief, 
that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  dis- 
continue the  subsidies  to  local  bodies  aHer  the 
81st  of  March  next,  and  there  is  no  assurance 
that  any  adequate  provision  will  be  made  in  the 
place  thereof.  It  is  a  mistake  for  honorable 
members  to  suppose  that  this  discontinuance  it 
to  apply  to  counties  only.  Every  Highway 
Board,  eveiy  Road  Board,  eveiy  MunicipalitT,  as 
well  as  every  County  Council,  will  be  affected; 
otherwise  the  matter  has  not  been  fairly  stated  by 
the  Colonial  Treasurer.  Now,  what  does  this  dis- 
continuance mean  P  It  means  more  than  that 
honorable  gentleman  grasped,  when,  in  the  coolest 
manner  it  is  possible  to  conceive,  he  made  the 
statement  he  did  before  the  representatives  of 
the  country.  It  means  the  actual  stoppage  of 
all  local  public  works,  unless  this  House  and  the 
Government  give  an  assurance  that  these  subsi* 
dies  shall  not  be  stopped  until  other  and  adequate 
provision  is  made  for  the  continuance  of  these 
works.  The  honorable  gentleman  is  so  wrapped 
up,  possibly,  in  colonial  finance  that  he  cannot 
understand  that  there  may  be  another  kind  of 
6nanoe  equally  important  to  the  oountiy,  and 
equally  necessary  to  be  cared  for  by  this  House 
when  dealing  with  the  question  of  finance.  The 
honorable  gentleman  may  think  the  mending  of  a 
road  is  all  that  these  local  bodies  have  to  care  lor. 
If  he  does,  he  makes  a  great  mistake.  In  my  own 
county,  the  Council  has  taken  care  to  spread  the 
expenditure  over  many  years,  so  that  at  the  present 
time  our  contracts  will  not  amount  to  less  than 
£30,000  for  works  in  progress.  And  I  ask,  where 
is  the  security  to  the  Council  or  the  contractors 
if  we  do  not  know  how  this  money  is  to  be 
paid  when  due  P  Well,  Sir,  the  honorable  gentle- 
man who  now  occupies  the  position  of  Colonial 
Treasurer  is  the  very  last  man  who  ought  to  have 
done  this.  He  is  the  father  of  the  county  sys- 
tem ;  he  brought  it  into  operation  ;  he  aesuted 
at  its  birth,  and  launched  it  upon  the  world  ; 
and  he  brought  down  to  this  House  an  Act,  the 
Financial  Arrangements  Act  of  1876,  whieh 
guaranteed,  with  the  strongest  statutory  pledges 
which  it  was  possible  for  a  Parliament  to  gire  to 
the  people,  that  these  subsidies  should  be  given 
for  five  years.  Clause  13  says,  "There  shall  be 
issued  and  paid  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund 
during  each  financial  year,  for  five  years  after  thb 
Act  comes  into  operation,  but  no  longer,  the  fol- 
lowing sums,"  &c.  Therefore,  Sir,  by  Statute, 
these  subsidies  should  not  be  discontinued  until 
1882.  Upon  the  faith  of  that,  the  counties  have 
gone  into  a  large  expenditure,  the  Municipalities 
have  gone  into  a  large  expenditure,  the  Road 
Boards  and  Highway  Boams  have  gone  into  a 
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large  expenditare,  believing  that  the  honor  of 
Parliament  and  the  QoTemment  was  pledged 
to  continue  these  subsidies  for  fi?e  jears,  and 
that  no  endeavour  would  be  made  to  withdraw 
them  so  long  as  that  provision  remained  upon 
the  Statute  Book.  And  I  say  it  amounts  posi- 
tively, in  one  word,  to  repudiation  to  attempt  to 
withdraw  these  subsidies  until  the  statutory  time 
has  expired.  But,  Sir,  it  is  not  because  these 
local  bodies  are  weak  that  therefore  a  Q-ovem- 
ment  is  to  come  into  office  and  insist  upon  crusli- 
ing  them.  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  a  Go- 
vemment  capable  of  doing  this  is  capable  of 
bringing  down  a  measure  to  repudiate  its  obliga- 
tions to  the  foreign  creditor. 

Hon.  Mbmbebs. — No,  no. 

Mr.  PYKE.— Where  is  the  limit  ?  If  honor- 
able members  say  "  No,"  what  do  they  mean  ? 
They  must  mean  this :  that  they  will  crush  the 
small  weak  bodies,  but  have  not  the  courage  to 
crush  the  strong  foreign  bodies.  This  makes  it 
worse  and  worse.  I  think  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
has  made  a  great  mistake.  If  he  knew  the  wrong 
he  was  inflicting,  I  believe  he  would  not  have 
done  it.  But,  as  the  matter  stands,  the  honorable 
gentleman  has  made  a  statement  which  has  done 
an  infinite  amount  of  mischief  amongst  local 
bodies,  their  creditors,  and  the  ratepayers.  It 
must  be  decided  now  what  the  Government  in- 
tend to  do.  It  is  no  use  to  hold  out  a  transient 
hope  of  something  which  is  to  be  done  next  year ; 
bcoause  in  February  these  local  bodies  are  to 
meet  together  to  strike  their  rates.  What  will 
they  do,  not  knowing  what  they  are  to  have  from 
the  SUte  after  the  3l6t  of  March  next  ?  The 
honorable  gentleman  says — and  in  this  I  quite 
agree  with  him — "To  all  those  who  have  given 
any  attention  to  local  subjects  it  is  well  known 
that  an  amount  equal  to  this  large  sum  must  be 
raised  for  local  works.  Striking  this  item  out  of 
the  estimates  will  therefore  be  no  real  relief  to 
the  country  at  large,  nor  will  it  leave  more  money 
in  the  pockets  of  tlie  settlers ;  but  the  question 
as  to  the  fairest  and  easiest  means  by  which  the 
necessary  amount  can  be  raised  is  no  doubt  open 
to  (IJACussion,  and  is  well  worthy  the  serious 
attention  of  this  House.**  Now,  Sir,  if  the  honor- 
able gentleman  had  come  down  and*  said  all  that, 
and  had  indicated  other  and  adequate  means  in 
the  place  of  subsidies,  perhaps  I  should  not  have 
opposed.  I  do  not  think  subsidies  are  the  best 
means  of  assisting  these  local  bodies;  I  never 
thought  it  the  best  way :  but  I  do  ask  the 
honorable  gentleman  to  shadow  forth  how  he 
proposes  to  enable  local  works  to  be  carried  on, 
and  not  leave  us  in  doubt  and  uncertainty  for 
any  long  period.  Does  the  honorable  gentleman 
suppose  that  a  Government  is  merely  for  the 
purpose  of  paying  salaries  ?  Are  there  no  local 
public  works  that  must  be  made,  whether  by 
subsidies  or  by  votes  of  this  House?  I  object 
to  the  state  of  confusion  which  is  produced 
when  every  member  gets  up  and  proposes  a  vote 
for  a  particular  work  in  his  own  locality.  It 
must  be  remitted  to  local  bodies  to  say  how 
money  is  to  be  spent  in  their  respective  districts. 
I  have  consistently  opposed  every  honorable  mem- 
ber bringing  forwara  a  vote  for  a  local  work,  and 


I  have  not  brought  forward  a  single  vote  for  a  local 
work  since  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  1876.  This 
House  should  not  be  made  the  arena  for  doing 
parish  work,  as  I  term  it.  The  Colonial  Trea- 
surer is  inflicting  a  great  injustice  on  the  local 
bodies  by  proposing  to  knock  off  their  subsidies 
without  indicating  something  which  is  to  supply 
their  place.  I  quite  agree  with  him,  and  have 
expressed  the  opinion  session  after  session,  that 
tiie  Land  Fund  should  not  be  mixed  up  with  the 
Consolidated  Fund.  It  should  be  made  a  sepa- 
rate and  distinct  account,  available  entirely  for 
public  works,  and  should  not  go  in  any  way  to 
the  payment  of  salaries  or  any  incidental  ex- 
penses of  government.  Well,  if  the  Government 
did  get  up  and  say,  "  We  mean  to  appropriate 
the  Land  Fund  to  public  works,  and  to  give  all 
local  bodies  a  certain  fixed  proportion  of  the  Land 
Fund  in  order  to  carry  out  local  pubUo  works,*' 
that  would  receive  my  assent.  I  prefer  having 
that  to  anything  in  the  shape  of  subsidies.  A 
subsidy  is  simply  a  bid  to  local  bodies  to  induce 
them  to  tax  themselves  in  the  hope  of  getting 
more  money  out  of  the  Government.  If  the 
Government  will  set  the  Land  Fund  aside  and 
devote  the  larger  portion  of  it  for  local  public 
works,  I,  for  one,  shall  be  glad  to  see  subsidies  done 
away  with.  We  are  approaching  a  season  when 
contracts  will  have  to  be  accepted  in  addition 
to  those  already  in  hand  by  the  various  local 
bodies,  and  when  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  various 
local  bodies  to  estimate  their  means,  and  to  cal- 
culate what  works  they  can  carry  out  during  the 
next  twelve  months.  Simple  as  local  finance  may 
appear  to  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  it  is  of  great 
importance  to  the  local  bodies.  These  bodies 
cannot  wait  until  next  session  to  see  what  scheme 
the  Government  propose  to  inaugurate.  What- 
ever scheme  may  be  devised  by  the  Government, 
it  is  impossible  that  they  can  bring  that  scheme 
into  operation  during  the  next  twelve  months. 
If  they  intend  to  abolish  these  subsidies  and 
repudiate  their  obligations  under  the  Act  of  1876, 
let  them  give  at  least  twelve  months'  notice  to 
the  local  bodies.  I  do  not  wish  to  speak  in  any 
factious  spirit,  but  I  ask  the  Government,  in  all 
fairness,  to  consider  the  injury  that  would  be  done 
to  the  local  bodies  and  the  injury  that  wuuld  be 
done  to  the  public  works  throughout  the  country. 
I  ask  the  Government  to  deal  fairly  with  the 
various  local  bodies  that  are  trying  to  carry  out 
their  work  in  various  parts  of  the  colony.  I  ask 
the  Government  to  give  them  an  assurance  that 
they  are  not  going  to  be  entirely  ruined — that 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  does  not  meditate  com- 
mitting infanticide,  and  destroying  his  own  cliild. 
I  shall  certainly  oppose  any  system  of  finance 
having  for  its  object  the  withdrawal  of  subsidies 
until  that  assurance  is  given.  I  will  not  prolong 
the  debate,  but  there  is  one  point  to  which  I 
wish  to  draw  attention.  The  Colonial  Treasurer 
asked  the  House  in  a  most  serious  and  solemn 
manner  to  refer  to  Table  £,  and  see  what  a  dread- 
ful thing  the  expenditure  of  local  bodies  was. 
What  do  I  find  m  Table  £  ?  Expenditure  for 
local  bodies,  £275,000.  Now,  look  at  Table  A. 
What  does  that  say  ?  I  want  to  draw  attention 
to  that,    Table  A  says  that  the  receipts  from 
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land  Bales,  pastoral  licenses,  and  so  on  for  the 
jear  1878-79  amounted  to  £869,729.  It  is  only 
one-fourth  of  the  land  revenue  that  has  been  de- 
Toted  to  the  assistance  of  local  bodies.  I  saj  that 
at  least  50  per  cent,  of  the  Land  Fund  ought 
to  be  devoted  to  this  purpose.  The  land  of  the 
country  is  the  property  of  all  j  it  is  the  property 
of  the  State.  Who  are  the  State  ?  The  people 
comprising  the  State.  Thei-efore  it  is  my  pro- 
perty, and  every  man's  property.  No  Government 
has  a  right  to  part  with  this  property  and  deal 
with  the  proceeds  as  revenue.  When  the  Q-ovem- 
ment  part  with  any  of  the  land  it  should  only  be 
on  the  express  condition  that  the  money  derived 
firom  it  should  be  expended  in  improving  the 
public  estate  generally.  If  the  Government  are 
going  to  take  the  Land  Fund  and  put  it  into 
the  con»oUdated  revenue,  they  will  commit  a 
grievous  wrong.  I  deny  the  right  of  any  Govern- 
ment to  part  with  a  single  acre  of  the  land  unless 
they  appl^  the  proceeds  to  the  improvement  of 
the  land  itself  by  providing  the  means  of  access 
thereto.  That  being  the  case,  there  will  be  no 
difficulty  in  letting  the  Government  apply  the 
Land  Fund  to  the  improvement  of  the  public 
estate.  I  shall  be  one  of  the  first  to  assist  the 
Government  in  abolishing  subsidies,  and  causing 
a  fair  proportion  of  the  Land  Fund  to  be  devoted 
to  the  improvement  of  the  country. 

Mr.  HALL. — I  am  rather  surprised  that  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Dunstan  should  hare 
thought  it  necessary  to  propose  a  resolution  of  this 
kind,  and  still  more  that  he  should  express  such 
alarm  at  the  Statement  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
because,  after  carefully  reading  his  resolution  and 
also  the  Statement  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  I 
can  see  very  little  difference  between  the  two. 
After  announcing  the  intention  the  Gt>vemment 
have  formed  with  regard  to  their  future  dealing 
with  theFO  subsidies,  my  honorable  friend  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  concludes  by  saying, — 

"  The  important  question  of  local  finance  is  far 
too  large  to  go  into  this  session ;  therefore  I  will  say 
no  more  upon  the  subject  now,  except.  Sir,  (hat 
the  Government  fully  recognize  the  fact  that  it  is 
their  duty  to  submit  to  this  House,  upon  its  first 
meeting  next  session,  a  scheme  which  shall  place 
local  finance  on  a  satisfactory  and  something  like 
a  permanent  basis." 

That  is  not  a  mere  abolition  of  the  subsidies, 
but  it  is  an  indication  of  a  new  scheme  for  placing 
local  finance  on  a  satisfactory  basis.  The  Colonial 
Treasurer  further  proceeds  to  say, — 

"  And,  by  satisfactory,  the  Government  under- 
stand placing  local  boaies  in  such  a  position  as 
will  enable  them  to  obtain,  as  far  as  is  possible, 
sufficient  funds  for  all  necessary  works,  while 
drawing  a  broad  and  distinct  line  between  local 
and  general  finance;  and  such  a  scheme  the 
Government  will  endeavour  to  mature  before  the 
next  meeting  of  Parliament." 

Now,  the  resolution  of  mv  honorable  friend 
opposite  asserts  that,  before  the  subsidies  are  ac- 
tually abolished,  some  other  provision  should  be 
made  for  carrying  on  local  public  works.  I  under- 
stand the  statement  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer  to 
be  precisely  the  same.  If  it  be  true,  as  the  honor- 
able gentleman  has  said,  that  the  statement  of 
Mr.  Fyk* 


the  Colonial  Treasurer  has  given  rise  to  alarm 
among  local  bodies  throughout  the  country,  then 
I  think  my  honorable  friend  has  done  good  ser- 
vice by  calling  attention  to  the  subject,  and  allow- 
ing; that  alarm,  wherever  it  exists,  to  be  dispelled. 
We  do  not  mean  to  say  that  the  present  state  of 
things  can  eo  on.  No  doubt,  with  a  full  ex- 
chequer, with  taxation  pressing  very  lightly  on 
the  people,  we  might  poseibly  have  gone  on  with  a 
system  which  in  its  principle  I  do  not  believe  to  be 
a  sound  one.  But  we  have  now  reached  a  position 
in  which  we  must  consider  whether  we  should 
make  some  alteration  in  that  system,  or  whether 
we  should  increase  the  additions  we  are  now  pro- 
posing to  make  to  the  already  heavy  taxation  of 
the  country.  We  cannot,  and  wo  ought  not  to, 
disguise  from  ourselves  the  &ct  that,  if  the  sub- 
sidies are  to  be  continued  on  their  present  foot- 
ing, then  we  must  have  an  extension  of  the  pre- 
sent proposals  for  raising  additional  revenue,  and 
further  largely-increased  taxation.  That  is,  we 
feel,  one  of  the  best  reasons  why  the  present 
system  should  be  altered.  There  is  another 
reason.  The  existing  system  of  subsidies  is 
simple  and  uniform,  but  it  is  not  altogether  fair. 
It  enables  large  sums  to  be  given  to  districts 
which  really  do  not  require  them.  Especially  is 
that  the  case  with  a  number  of  large  cities  in  this 
colony.  Of  course  I  am  prepared  for  a  denial  of 
that  by  the  representatives  of  large  cities  and 
suburban  districts. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — Not  all  the  representa- 
tives. 

Mr.  HALL. — Well,  I  am  prepared  for  a  denial 
of  the  statement  by  some  honorable  members. 
But  I  think,  if  the  question  were  put  to  the  countiy 
at  large,  there  would  be  a  preponderance  of  public 
opinion  in  this  direction :  that,  as  the  city  and 
suburban  districts  have,  in  times  past,  received  a 
considerable  share  of  public  money,  and  as  their 
roads  and  other  means  of  communication  aro 
fairly  formed,  they  must  now  begin  to  depend  on 
their  own  resources.  I  do  not  see  the  slightest 
objection  to  the  resolution  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber; and  if  he  has  done  anything  at  all  to  calm 
the  exaggerated  apprehension  which  he  says  the 
Financial  Statement  has  created,  he  will  have  done 
good  service.  Before  I  sit  down  I  cannot  help 
stating  that  I  heard  with  great  pleasure  the  doc- 
trine laid  down  by  the  honorable  gentleman,  that 
it  was  ^  wrong  thing  to  apply  the  proceeds  of 
land  sales  to  pay  our  ordinary  expenses.  It  is  a 
radically  wrong  thing.  It  is  the  great  vice  of 
the  finance — I  do  not  wish  to  raise  any  disputed 
question,  but  of  course  one  cannot  well  avoid 
that  —  I  say  it  is  the  most  vicious  feature  of 
the  system  of  our  predecessors.  The  vicious 
feature  was  this :  that  we  were  taking  the  pro- 
ceeds of  part  of  our  estate  for  the  purpose  of 
paying;  our  ordinary  expenditure.  If  a  private 
individual  were  to  dispose  of  a  part  of  his  estate 
and  not  apply  the  proceeds  to  the  improvement 
of  the  remainder,  such  a  course  would  land  him 
in  the  Bankruptcy  Court.  I  am  glad,  there- 
fore, to  find  that  we  have  the  support  of  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Bunstan  in  establish- 
ing what  we  believe  to  be  a  better  system.  My 
honorable  friend  demands  that  we   should    at 
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once  tell  these  local  bodies  what  we  mean  to 
do,  in  order  that  they  may  not  be  left  in  un- 
certainty. I  think  he  must  admit  that  that  is 
asking  rather  too  much.  My  honorable  friend, 
and  the  country  generally,  have  had  a  tolerably 
large  share  of  information  in  the  Financial  State- 
ment of  the  Colonial  Treasurer.  I  do  not  think 
they  can  fairly  ask  in  what  way  it  is  proposed  to 
proTide,  further  than  we  have  already  stated,  for 
the  finance  of  next  year.  My  honorable  friend 
may  rest  assured  that  gentlemen  on  these  benches 
are  as  deeply  interested  as  he  is  himself  in  the 
carrying-out  of  local  works.  I  am  Chairman  of 
the  largest  county  in  the  colony,  I  am  Chairman 
of  a  Boad  Board,  and  I  take  the  greatest  possible 
pleasure  in  working  these  local  institutions.  I 
inow  their  wants,  I  know  their  circumstances, 
and  I  know  tbe  good  that  they  do.  He  may  rest 
assured  the  claims  of  those  bodies  will  not  be 
neglected  by  any  Gorernment  of  which  I  am  a 
member.  We  nare  very  great  pleasure  in  ac- 
cepting the  motion  of  the  honorable  gentleman, 
and  we  think  he  has  done  good  service  in  bring- 
ing it  forward. 

Mr.  SHEPHARD.—Sir,  in  the  statement  which 
the  Premier  has  made,  and  which  I  am  sure  will 
be  Tery  satisfactory  to  all  those  who  are  interested 
in  these  local  bodies,  the  honorable  gentleman  did 
not  make  very  clear  one  point  mentioned  by  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Dunstan — namely,  what 
these  local  bodies  are  to  do  between  the  31st 
March  and  the  passing  of  any  measure  extending 
to  them  fresh  aid  by  way  of  subsidies  from  other 
sources  than  those  from  which  the  present  sub- 
sidies are  derired.  The  probability  is,  that  it  may 
be  four,  fire,  or  six  months  after  the  31st  March 
before  the  fresh  system  comes  into  operation,  and 
meantime  the  local  bodies  will  not  venture  to  lake 
any  steps  that  may  plunge  them  into  liabilities 
which  they  are  not  certain  to  have  the  mean^  of 
discharging.  Further  than  that,  they  hare  not 
the  means,  as  the  honorable  gentleman  himself 
must  know  from  the  position  he  occupies  in  two 
of  these  bodies,  to  raise  more  than  Is.  in  the 
pound  by  way  of  rates ;  and,  unless  the  amount  so 
raised  is  subsidized,  they  cannot  even  keep  the 
main  roads  in  sufficient  repair  for  the  ordinary 
traffic  to  bo  carried  on.  I  entirely  concur  with 
the  Premier  that  the  distribution  of  the  subsidies 
at  present,  in  proportion  to  the  rates  raised,  is  un- 
fair. I  cannot  conceive  anything  more  unfair  or 
more  mischievous  to  out-districts  than  making 
these  payments  not  proportionate  to  the  wants 
of  the  district,  but  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of 
rates  raised.  The  main  roads,  in  many  cases, 
run  through  sparsely -inhabited  districts,  and  the 
local  bodies,  with  their  shilling  in  the  pound 
rates,  and  £2  for  £1  subsidies,  cannot  possibly 
keep  them  open.  If  the  present  subsidies  are 
taken  away  at  the  end  of  March,  the  avail- 
able labour  of  the  colony  will  be  lost,  and  that 
at  a  time  of  year  when  it  is  most  necessary  that 
roads  traversing  wide  districts  should  be  put  in 
repair.  I  hope  the  Government  will,  before  the 
session  closes,  give  a  definite  assurance  as  to  what 
will  be  done  next  year,  or,  better  still,  that  they 
will  make  provision  for  giving  assistance  to  those 
local  bodies  till  tbe  end  of  the  old  financial  year, 


the  80th  June;  and  when  the  House  meet-s  a 
resolution  can  be  passed,  in  the  early  part  of  the 
session,  giving  assurance  to  these  boaies  that  their 
wants  will  be  provided  for.  The  question  is  one 
of  very  great  importance,  and  I  am  sure  the  Pre- 
mier must  himself  see  its  importance.  I  hope, 
therefore,  he  will  prevail  upon  his  colleagues  to 
assist  him  in  remedying  what  would  otherwise  be 
a  great  wrong  to  the  colony. 

Mr.  GISBORNE.~I  should  like  to  call  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  the  system  of  subsidies  ac- 
cording to  rates  bears  very  hardly  upon  mining 
districts,  which  practically  cannot  to  an  appre- 
ciable amount  raise  rates,  and  therefore  cannot 
get  subsidies,  although  the  miners  ore  heavily 
taxed  for  their  rights  and  for  the  gold  duty.  I 
hope,  in  arranging  the  new  subsidy  system,  the 
Gt>vernment  will  consider  the  defect  in  the  present 
system  in  regard  to  mining  districts,  so  that  tl.ey 
may  be  able  to  remedy  it,  and  do  justice  to  those 
districts.  The  mining  districts  on  the  west  coast 
of  the  Middle  Island  suffer  under  grieyous  injury 
in  reference  to  these  subsidies,  and  especially 
with  regard  to  the  railway  policy  which  has  been 
adopted.  Look  at  what  has  been  done  on  Uie 
£a»t  Coast.  Kailwnys  were  construeteJ  by  the 
colony,  and  those  railways  relieved  the  traffic 
upon  the  roads,  and  were  therefore  a  relief  to  the 
ratepayers.  On  the  West  Coast,  as  an  equivalent 
for  these  railways,  a  certain  amount  was  devoted 
out  of  the  loan  to  the  formation  of  what  were 
called  main  roads.  The  colony  took  over  the  con- 
struction of  the  railways  on  the  East  Coast,  and 
made  the  expenditure  a  colonial  charge  ;  but  the 
roads  on  the  West  Coast,  which  were  given  as  an 
equivalent  for  the  railways,  were  made  a  charge 
upon  the  local  bodies.  Therefore  these  bodies 
not  only  had  an  additional  charge  thrust  upon 
them,  but  they  had  less  additional  means  pro- 
vided by  the  colony  to  enable  them  to  meet  the 
additional  charge  which  devolyed  upon  them. 
This  question  has  been  brought  under  the  notice 
of  the  Government  at  different  times ;  and  I  am 
sure  they  will  appreciate  the  difficulty  when  they 
consider  the  general  system  of  subsidies  wh*ch  is 
to  be  substituted  for  the  present  system.  I  be- 
lieve the  system  actually  bears  hardly  upon  the 
ratepavers  in  settled  districts,  because  the  towns 
which  are  the  richest,  and  want  these  subsidies 
least,  get  really  the  most;  while  the  country 
districts,  which  want  them  more,  get  less ;  and 
the  unfortunate  mining  districts  get  none  at  all. 
I  approve  of  the  principle  that  the  State  should 
assist  local  bodies  out  of  land  revenue ;  but, 
under  any  circumstances,  the  system  should  be 
adjusted  more  fairly  and  regularly,  so  that  those 
districts  which  want  local  works  most  should  get 
most  money  to  expend,  while  those  which  arc  the 
richest  and  want  least  should  get  least.  I  do  not 
want  to  detain  the  House,  but  only  to  impress 
these  facts  on  the  minds  of  honorable  gentlemen. 
I  hope  that,  even  this  year,  the  Government  will 
be  able  to  consider  the  question,  and  give  some 
relief  in  this  respect  to  the  mining  districts. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— I  should  not  have  troubled  the 
House,  Sir,  had  the  Premier  not  made  an  attack 
upon  the  Government  of  which  I  had  the  honor 
to  be  the  head ;  but  I  think  I  can  convince  him 
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that  he  was  in  error  in  the  attack  he  made. 
I  understood  him  to  say  that  it  is  a  wrong  prin- 
ciple to  spend  the  Land  Fund  in  aid  of  rereuue ; 
and  he  went  on  to  tell  us  what  would  be  the  state 
of  a  private  individual  who  sold  a  part  of  his 
estate  and  did  not  apply  the  proceeds  to  the 
rest  of  the  property,  so  as  to  make  it  more  valu- 
able. He  said  that  such  an  individual  would 
have  started  on  a  road  which  leads  to  ruin. 
Now,  what  I  would  venture  to  say — and  I  say  it 
in  no  unkind  spirit,  but  simply  in  reference  to  the 
attack  he  made  upon  myself  and  my  friends — is 
that  he  must  for  a  time  drop  the  notions  of  a 
country  gentleman  and  rise  to  the  opinions  of  a 
statesman.  It  is  quite  correct  that  a  private 
gentleman  who  sold  a  part  of  his  estate  and  did 
not  use  the  funds  derived  from  that  sale  for  the 
improvement  of  his  property  would  be  squander- 
ing his  wealth  ;  but  that  is  not  the  case  with  the 
public  estate  of  a  country.  We  do  not  sell  any 
part  of  our  estate.  What  we  do  is  to  take  land 
belonging,  as  the  honorable  member  who  moved 
this  motion  very  justly  said,  to  everybody  in  the 
colony — we  take  a  portion  of  the  land  that  is  yield- 
ing nothing,  and  we  allow  one  individual  to  go 
upon  it,  in  consideratio:i  of  his  paying  a  certain 
sum  of  money,  and  to  improve  it.  And  as  he 
does  so  he  renders  that  land  valuable.  We  put 
people  upon  the  land  who  become  taxpajers,  and 
a  revenue  is  subsequently  derived  from  this  pro- 
cess larger  than  was  derived  from  the  land  in  its 
original  state ;  and  we  have  parted  with  no  por- 
tion of  our  property.  Let  us  apply  the  mathe- 
matical mode  of  reasoning  by  limits  to  this  ques- 
tion ;  and  that  will  be  the  clearest  way  of  putting 
it.  Supposing  the  honorable  gentleman  is  the 
owner  of  a  large  private  estate,  and  he  sells  por- 
tion of  it  by  degrees  until  he  ultimately  sells  the 
whole  of  it  and  makes  away  with  the  money,  he 
will  ultimately  possess  nothing  at  all ;  but  if  we 
gave  the  public  laud  away,  even  for  nothing,  to 
persons  who  would  occupy  and  improve  it,  we 
should  be  adding  to  our  wealth.  The  person  we 
put  upon  the  property  repays  to  us  far  more  than 
the  original  value  of  the  land  we  nominally  part 
with.  When  we  have,  in  this  way,  got  rid  of  all 
the  land,  and  covered  it  with  a  well-to-do  popula- 
tion, we  are  a  rich  and  prospei*ous  nation.  There- 
fore we  have  a  clear  right  to  Sj)und  the  money 
which  we  derive  from  the  land  in  any  way  that  a 
young  nation  may  wish.  Consequently  there  is 
no  analogy  between  the  two  cases.  And  I  say 
this :  I  do  not  think  we  should  be  acting  unwisely 
if,  having  got  good  occupiers,  we  gave  them  the 
land  for  nothing,  and  thereby  began  to  build  up 
a  peat  nation  at  once.  I  am  sure,  if  the  House 
will  think  calmly  and  deliberately  of  the  matter, 
it  will  see  that  I  am  right  and  the  honorable 

gentleman  is  wrong,  and  that  using  the  money 
erived  from  the  land  as  revenue  is  a  proper  sys- 
tem. It  is  a  matter  that  does  not  admit  of  argu- 
ment, and  I  am  sure  the  honorable  gentleman 
must  see  that  himself.  I  therefore  trust  the  House 
will  come  to  the  conclusion  that  we  did  right  in 
deciding  that  a  certain  part  of  the  Land  Fund 
should  be  used  in  improving  the  public  estate,  and 
generallv  for  revenue  purposes.  That  is  a  very  dif- 
ferent thing  from  parting  with  portions  of  a  pri- 
Sir  G,  Qrey 


vate  estate,  since  we  only  give  the  money  derived 
from  land  back  to  the  people.  If  we  use  it  in 
this  way,  or  if  it  is  thought  advisable  to  spend 
some  of  it  in  the  improvement  of  our  harbours, 
in  the  erection  of  public  buildings  which  the 
colony  wants,  and  in  the  maintenance  of  a  police 
force,  for  example,  in  disturbed  districts,  I  say  we 
are  making  a  very  wise  use  of  our  funds :  and  we 
really  do  not  sell  our  land — we  only  grive  a  license 
to  occupy  under  certain  terms.  We  do  not  part 
with  it :  it  is  still  ours,  and  we  make  what  laws 
we  like  with  regard  to  it.  The  man  who  gets  it 
must  pay  certain  taxes  for  it.  The  land  still  be- 
longs to  us.  We  are  the  supreme  authority  hav- 
ing dominion  over  it.  We  tax  it  and  do  exactly 
what  we  like  wirh  it.  We  can  take  it  back  again, 
paying  compensation  in  a  spirit  of  equity  for  it,  if 
we  want  it  for  public  purposes.  We  do  not  sell 
it  as  a  private  individual  sells  his.  The  whole 
argument  of  the  honorable  gentleman  is  an  utter 
mistake,  and  I  am  sure  the  House  will  affirm  that 
we  did  right  iu  using  the  Land  Fund  in  exactly 
the  way  which  was  most  for  the  interest  of  the 
people  of  the  colony  at  the  time.  That  is  oar 
view,  and  we  have  a  right  to  hope  that  the 
statesmen  in  whose  hands  the  destinies  of  the 
country  rest  will  follow  that  course  when  neces- 
sity arises. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.— I  agree  with  the  Pre- 
mier that  the  land  revenue  should  not  have  been 
made  consolidated  revenue  ;  but  it  is  not  the  Iat« 
Government  who  are  responsible  for  that.  It  was 
the  preceding  Government— the  Government  of 
which  the  present  Colonial  Treasurer  was  Pre- 
mier— who  took  the  Land  Fund.  The  late  Gt>- 
vernment  only  secured  20  per  cent,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  land,  and  it  was  rather  too  bad  to  twit 
them  with  having  made  the  Land  Fund  colonial, 
whi\',  iu  point  of  fact,  the  thing  was  done  by 
the  •'continuous  Ministry."  I  understand  that  the 
Government  agree  to  the  proposal  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  the  Dunstan,  so  that  we  need 
not  debate  that  any  further.  With  regard  to 
going  on  with  the  estimates,  I  would  again  sub- 
mit that  it  is  undesirable  to  ask  us  to  go  into 
the  estimates  now.  I  think  they  will  need  to  be 
closely  considered  and  cut  down  ;  but  we  require 
time  to  see  in  what  respect  we  can  do  that.  We 
must  have  the  full  details  of  the  Government 
finance  before  us.  I  may  say  that,  if  the  return 
of  contracts  at  present  current  which  has  been 
laid  before  us  is  any  criterion  of  the  correctness 
of  the  Treasurer's  figures,  I  have  very  little  con- 
fidence in  them.  That  return  sliows  that  there 
are  £666,000  worth  of  contracts  now  let;  but 
that  is  quite  a  different  story  from  that  which  we 
heard  a  fortnight  ago,  when  we  were  told  that 
contracts  to  the  amount  of  £2,000,000  had  been 
entered  into,  and  that  this  amount  must  be  found 
before  the  30th  June  next.  After  that,  we  want 
to  see  all  the  figures  ourselves,  in  order  that  we 
may  understand  how  matters  stand  ;  and  it  would 
be  well  to  wait  for  the  Pubhc  Works  Statement. 
There  is  plenty  of  business  to  be  gone  on  with. 
We  have  the  Regulation  of  Elections  Bill,  and 
there  is  the  Land  Bill.  That  is  a  Bill  of  pressing 
importance,  and  the  sooner  it  is  passed  the  better, 
if  we  are  all  90  anxious  for  special  settlements.    X 
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suppose  we  must  go  into  Committee  of  Supply, 
but  I  would   suggest  that  progress   should   be 
immediately  reported,  and  that  we  should  go  on 
with  some  other  business. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

REDISTRIBUTION  OF  SEATS  BILL. 

On  the  motion  for  going  into  Committee  of 
Supply, 

Mr.  STEWART  said,— I  more  That  this  House, 
considering  the  circumstances  under  which  the 
Gh>yernment  took  office,  declines  to  grant  supplies 
until  the  Ministry  give  a  definite  pledge  that 
they  will  bring  down,  and  endearour  to  pass,  a 
Redistribution  of  Seats  Bill  during  the  present 
session  of  Parliament.  When  the  present  Qro- 
yemmcnt  took  office  a  Redistribution  of  Seats 
Bill  was  one  of  the  main  planks  of  their  plat- 
form— one  of  the  principal  Bills  which  they  pro- 
mised should  be  brought  down.  The  programme 
which  the  GK)vernment  flourished  before  and 
after  it  took  office  consisted  of  the  Triennial  Par- 
liaments Bill,  the  Manhood  Suffrage  Bill,  and 
the  Redistribution  of  Seats  Bill.  The  Triennial 
Parliaments  Bill  was  passed  through  this  House, 
certainly,  but  no  very  great  zeal  was  exhibited  on 
the  part  of  the  Government  in  connection  with 
this  matter.  It  was  afterwards  carried  through 
the  Upper  House,  and  we  may  now  assume  it 
to  be  law.  The  Manhood  Suffrage  Bill  was 
brought  in,  but  was  so  mutilated  and  mangled 
that  it  became  an  entirely  different  Bill;  and, 
instead  of  the  country  obtaining  a  Manhood 
Suffrage  Bill,  it  has  obtained  something  very 
much  worse  than  the  law  which  it  had  before. 
Certainly  the  Bill  was  not  the  Bill  the  Q-overn- 
ment  had  promised.  We  distinctly  under- 
stood that  manhood  suffrage  would  be  carried 
out  in  its  entirety.  But  the  Bill  gave  effect  to 
no  such  understanding.  The  other  measure 
which  the  Government  promised  to  give  effect  to 
was  this  Redistribution  of  Seats  Bill.  I  asked 
the  Premier  the  other  evening  what  he  was  pre- 
pared to  do  upon  that  question ;  but  he  simply 
smiled,  in  his  usual  graceful  manner,  and  de- 
clined to  g^ve  a  definite  assurance  in  any  way 
whatever.  If  the  Premier  had  boldly  said 
"No"  —  well,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  what 
I  should  have  done;  but  he  would  say  nothing 
definite,  even  though  pressed  by  myself,  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Newton,  and  by  some 
other  members  of  the  House.  That  was  not 
satisfactory  at  this  stage  of  the  session,  and  I 
submit  that  we  are  entitled  to  ask  the  Govern- 
ment to  say  what  they  intend  to  do  in  regard  to 
this  matter,  and  that,  until  they  give  an  un- 
qualified pledge  that  they  will  use  their  best 
endeavours  to  bring  in  such  a  Bill,  they  are  not 
entitled  to  remain  any  longer  in  the  position  they 
now  occupy. 

Mr.  HALL.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  STEWART.— The  Premier  says,  "Hear, 
hear."  I  understand  that  he  assents  to  my  pro- 
position that,  unless  the  Government  give  such 
a  pledge,  they  are  not  entitled  to  remain  in  office. 

Mr.  HALL.— Oh,  no. 

Mr.  STEWART.— -The  honorable  gentleman 


said,  "Hear,  hear.**  I  understood  that  to  be  hit 
meaning. 

Mr.  HALL.  —  You  may  assume  what  you 
please. 

Mr.  STEWART.— Very  well;  I  shall  assume 
that.  Apart  altogether  from  any  importance 
which  would  attach  to  the  matter  under  ordinary 
circumstances,  it  is  of  more  importance  from  the 
special  circumstances  under  which  the  Govern- 
ment took  office.  Therefore,  vrithout  occupying 
the  time  of  the  House  further,  I  move  the  mo- 
tion which  I  have  read  to  the  House. 

Mr.  SHEPHARD.— Sir,  I  hope  the  House  will 
not  consent  to  intercept  what  I  think  the  country 
believes  to  be  its  true  business — dealing  with  the 
financial  problem  now  before  us,  and  which  is 
pressing  for  solution — in  order  to  go  into  some 
speculative  matter.  When  the  present  Parlia- 
ment was  summoned,  the  question  at  issue  to  my 
mind  was  not  so  much  whether  we  should  allow 
the  late  Ministry  to  retain  office,  or  allow  them 
to  be  supersedea  by  the  gentlemen  now  on  the 
Treasury  benches,  as  what  steps  should  at  once 
be  taken  in  order  that  the  credit  of  the  colony 
might  be  maintained,  the  deficit  in  our  ways 
and  means  provided  for,  and  those  public  works 
carried  on  which  were  necessaiT  to  the  main- 
tenance of  the  prosperity  of  the  country.  I 
was  one  who  voted  with  the  late  Government; 
and  yet,  when  their  successors  came  into  office,  I 
hoped  those  gentlemen  would  not  go  on  with  the 
proposed  constitutional  changes  until  the  more 
pressing  business,  in  the  shape  of  restoring  the 
finances  of  the  country,  had  been  disposed  of: 
and  I  now  think  it  would  have  been  much  better 
if  the  Qualification  of  Electors  Bill  and  other 
measures  of  the  same  class  had  been  postponed 
until  the  question  of  finance  had  been  fully 
dealt  with,  until  we  had  seen  our  way  out  of 
the  financial  troubles  which  have  been  looming 
over  us  for  the  past  few  months,  and  until  we 
had  provided  means  for  wiping  out  the  deficit 
which  has  been  and  is  growing  day  by  day.  Sir, 
the  honorable  member  for  Dunedin  City  com- 
plains of  the  Qualification  of  Electors  Bill.  Well, 
whose  fault  was  it  ?  The  Ministry  bring  down 
a  certain  Bill.  If  there  was  any  great  objection 
to  that  Bill,  surely,  in  a  House  that  was  almost 
equally  divided,  those  opposed  to  it  could  have 
forced  the  Government  into  making  such  amend- 
ments as  would  have  made  it  consistent  with  their 
wishes.  The  Bill  is  as  liberal  as  anything  that  has 
ever  been  expected  in  this  country,  and  I  believe 
it  will  satisfy  the  people  of  this  country.  Trien- 
nial Parliaments  will  shortly  become  law ;  so  also 
will  the  Registration  of  Electors  Bill,  and  other 
liberal  measures.  Surely  these  measures  ought  to 
keep  our  credit  good  before  the  country  and  the 
world.  I  hope  the  House  will  not  consent  to 
have  its  business  intercepted  by  this  question  of 
a  redistribution  of  seats  being  now  raised.  The 
country  did  not  expect,  when  this  Parliament  was 
elected,  that.  In  the  course  of  two  or  three 
months,  it  would  commit  political  suicide ;  nor 
do  I  think  honorable  members  will  consent  to  be 
led  astray  by  any  such  cry  as  is  now  raised  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Bunedin  City.  The  redis- 
tribution of  seats  is  not  a  thing  to  be  done  in  a 
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daj.  To  be  done  well,  and  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  country,  it  would  take  the  GoTemment  a 
Tery  considerable  time  for  preparation.  I  trust 
the  House  will  at  once  set  its  face  against  any 
such  attempt  as  this  to  prevent  the  business 
going  on.  In  this  matter  I  disagree  with  the 
party  with  which  I  have  been  associated. 
Mr.  8HRIMSKI.— Sir,  I  am  not  at  all  sur- 

Srised  at  the  honorable  member  wlio  has  just  sat 
own  objecting  to  the  redistribution  of  seats, 
knowing  very  well  where  he  comes  from.  The 
honorable  member  represents  a  oonstituencv  of 
Nelson,  wliich  is  at  present  orer-represented  in 
this  House. 
Hon.  Mbscbers  — No,  no. 
Mr.  SHBIMSKI.— Honorable  members  may 
say  that,  but  according  to  the  census  the  popu- 
lation of  the  Provincial  District  of  Nelson  is 
26,000,  and  there  are  nine  representatives  in  this 
House.  I  say,  therefore,  that  that  population  are 
over-represented.  Knowing  the  number  would 
be  cut  down,  and  that  other  parts  of  the  colony 
which  are  now  unrepresented  would  get  extra 
members,  this  honorable  member  wishes  us  to  go 
on  with  the  estiumtes  and  to  leave  the  redistribu- 
tion-of -seats  question  in  abeyance.  I  do  say  that 
this  question  was  one  of  the  standing  points  at 
the  late  elections,  and  I,  for  one,  was  pledged  to 
advocate  such  a  measure.  I  trust  the  honorable 
member  for  Bunedin  City  will  not  withdraw  his 
motion,  but  will  push  the  matter  on. 
Motion  negatived. 

SUPPLY. 
The  House  went  into  Committee  of  Supply. 

CuLBS  IV.— Postmastbb-Gekbbal  and  Com- 

HISSIONBR  OF  TbLBGBAFHS. 

General  Post  Office,  £3,023. 

Mr.  HALL  said  the  several  items  given  in  the 
estimates  were  for  twelve  months,  but  it  was  pro- 
posed to  terminate  the  financial  year  on  the  Slst 
of  March,  and  the  votes  would  therefore  be  taken 
for  nine  months,  as  printed  in  the  first  and  second 
pages  of  the  estimates.  It  must  not  be  under- 
stood that  if  the  sums  on  the  estimates  were  ap- 
propriated they  would  necessarily  be  expended. 
The  whole  question  would  be  carefully  considered, 
and  no  increase  would  be  allowed  unless  in  what, 
after  very  careful  consideration,  were  recognized 
as  exceptional  cases.  The  increase  in  the  esti- 
mates for  this  department  was  more  apparent 
than  real.  It  waa  to  some  extent  the  result  of  an 
arrangement  made  between  the  Postal  Depart- 
ment and  the  Bailway  Department  for  carrying 
the  mails,  which  would,  in  effect,  be  but  taking 
money  out  of  one  pocket  and  putting  it  into 
another.  In  other  colonies  the  Bailway  Depart- 
ment received  an  allowance  for  carrying  the 
mails. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  taid  the  honorable  mem- 
ber had  told  them  that  the  amounta  in  the  esti- 
mates were  not  to  be  considered  as  absolutely 
necessary.  He  wished  the  Committee  to  vote  the 
money,  and  he  would  make  what  reductions  he 
could.  He  (Mr.  Montgomery)  was  not  going  into 
any  discussion  of  the  estimates  or  of  the  finance. 
They  required  to  consider  the  Property-Tax  Bill 
Mr,  Shephard 


and  other  financial  measures  before  they  could 
understand  what  the  real  finance  of  the  country 
was.  It  was  inexpedient  to  proceed  with  the  esti- 
mates till  they  knew  what  their  financial  position 
really  was.  No  time  would  be  gained  by  bring- 
ing forward  the  estimates  now.  In  England  the 
estimates  were  brought  down  to  Parliament  at  an 
early  period  of  the  session,  that  votes  might  be 
taken  and  payments  made  in  accordance  there- 
with I  but  such  a  system  had  not  hitherto  been 
adopted  in  this  colony.  He  thought  the  Chair- 
man  should  report  progress.  After  they  had 
discussed  the  subject  of  finance,  and  the  very 
important  Bills  to  come  before  them,  the  esti- 
mates could  then  be  considered,  and  they  would 
go  through  the  House  without  much  trouble  or 
loss  of  time.  To  ask  the  House  now  to  express 
an  opinion  as  to  what  reductions  should  be  made, 
was  entirely  out  of  the  question.  His  own  im- 
pression was,  that  the  estimates  should  be  very 
much  lower  than  they  now  were,  as  the  finances 
of  the  colony  absolutely  required  great  eco- 
nomy to  be  exercised  in  the  expenditure.  The 
Committee  was  not  in  a  position  to  give  any 
opinion  upon  the  estimates  at  the  present  time, 
because  it  did  not  know  what  money  it  had  to 
spend.  The  public  business  would  be  expedited 
by  taking  one  vote  and  reporting  progress,  and 
going  on  with  the  other  business,  leaving  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  estimates  until  after  they  had  con- 
sidered the  state  of  the  finance.  He  thought  tha 
Government  would  do  well  to  adopt  this  sugges- 
tion. 

Mr.  SHEPHARD  said  the  item  proposed  by 
the  Premier  was  an  index  to  the  general  oharact^r 
of  the  estimates.  This  was  not  a  time  to  increase 
salaries,  as,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  they  had  not  too 
much  money  to  spend.  They  were  going  to  impose 
a  burden  of  taxation  on  the  people  which  might 
be  called  crushing — such  a  burden  as  was  never 
borne  by  any  people  in  times  of  peace.  In  order 
to  test  the  question  whether  or  not  salaries  should 
be  increased,  he  would  take  the  first  item  upon 
which  an  increase  was  proposed.  He  would 
move,  That  the  item  "  Accoiintant  Money  Orders 
and  Savings  Banks,  £475,"  be  reduced  by  £25. 
Tlie  Government  should  decide  to  take  the  scale 
of  salaries  of  the  previous  year.  It  would  be 
a  satisfaction  to  the  people  to  know  that  the 
Government  servants  were  not  to  be  specially 
favoured  by  having  their  salaries  increased,  espe- 
cially as  no  charge  was  put  upon  them  in  respeet 
of  their  salaries. 

Mr.  HALL  said  the  reasons  given  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Akaroa  for  wishing  the 
Government  to  defer  proceeding  with  the  esti- 
mates were  not  at  all  satisfactory.  As  the  honor- 
able gentleman  had  stated,  the  Imperial  Parlia- 
ment passed  the  estimates  at  a  very  early  stage 
of  each  session  ;  but  that  was  not  the  case  here. 
It  would,  however,  be  a  check  on  the  public 
expenditure  if  they  followed  the  practice  of  tlie 
Imperial  Parliament.  The  practice  here  had 
been  to  vote  sums  of  £200,000  or  £250,000  from 
time  to  time,  by  way  of  imprest,  with  which 
the  Government  could  practi(^y  do  what  thej 
liked ;  whereas,  if  the  estimates  were  previouslj 
passed,  these  large  sums  would  only  be  Toted 
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to  be  expended  in  accordance  yi\\\\  those  esti- 
mates. One  of  the  most  unfortunate  features  of 
the  practice  of  the  New  Zealand  Parliament  wae 
putting  oS.  the  consideration  of  the  estimates  to 
BO  late  a  period.  Last  jear  they  were  kept  back 
BO  late  that  thej  were  not  really  considered  at 
all ;  and  that  was  practically  what  the  honorable 
gentleman  now  asked  for.  He  (Mr.  Hall)  would 
ask  the  House,  if  it  wished  to  get  the  estimates 
thoroughly  under  its  own  control,  to  pass  them 
in  future  at  a  much  earlier  period  than  had  been 
customary.  The  honorable  member  for  Waimea 
objected  to  a  small  increase  in  a  particular  salary ; 
but,  if  he  looked  at  the  whole  of  the  estimates 
for  the  department,  he  would  see  that  the  increase 
in  salaries  was  not  nearly  bo  great  as  the  increase 
in  the  work  thrown  upon  the  department.  It  was 
not  reasonable  to  expect  increased  work  to  be  done 
without  increased  pay  for  it.  The  public  service 
of  New  Zealand  was  no  doubt  a  very  expensire 
one ;  but  the  public  servants  were  by  no  means 
overpaid,  and  that  was  especially  the  case  with 
the  Postal  and  Telegraphic  Departments.  The 
country  expected  these  officers  to  do  good  service 
and  be  honest,  and  yet  hardly  gave  them  enough 
to  live  OD.  The  present  Q-ovemment,  during  the 
short  time  they  had  been  in  office,  had  not  had 
time  to  revise  all  the  items  of  the  estimates  left 
by  their  predecessors,  but  had  instructed  all  heads 
of  departments  that  no  increasoB  were  to  be  paid 
until  the  6k>vemment  had  fully  considered  the 
whole  subject. 

Mr.  J.  T.  FISHER  said  the  increase  of  salary 
referred  to  by  the  honorable  member  for  Waimea 
was  made  after  very  careful  consideration,  and 
was  given  in  consequence  of  the  extra  work  thrown 
upon  the  officer.  There  were  very  few  depart- 
ments from  which  the  public  received  so  much 
benefit  as  from  the  Postal  and  Telegraph,  and  yet 
the  salaries  in  them,  from  that  of  the  Secretary 
downwards,  were  smaller  than  those  in  any  other 
department.  He  trusted  no  alteration  would  be 
made  in  the  amounts  proposed. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  hoped  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Waimea  would  adhere  to  his  amendment, 
as  that  would  place  the  Committee  in  a  position 
to  go  much  further.  The  Premier  evidently 
desired  to  shelter  himself  behind  the  statement 
that  these  were  the  estimates  of  the  late  Gorem- 
ment.  He  (Mr.  Ballance)  was  informed  that 
they  had  never  been  considered  in  Cabinet  by 
the  late  Gk>vemment,  and  therefore  they  were 
the  estimates  of  the  present  Qo?emment. 

Mr.  J.  T.  FISHER,  as  head  of  these  depart- 
ments in  the  late  GU)vemment,  had  gone  through 
these  estimates,  but  they  bad  not  been  considered 
by  the  Government. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  no  one  Minister  was  in 
a  position  to  say  what  reductions  or  increases 
could  be  made  in  his  department.  That  had  to  be 
determined  by  the  Gh>vernment  as  a  whole  in  con- 
nection with  the  general  finances  of  the  colony. 
He  ventured  to  say  that  the  estimates  for  some  of 
these  departments  had  not  been  revised  by  the 
heads  of  the  departments.  The  Postmaster- 
General  stated  that  the  general  increases  were 
very  small,  and  took  the  charge  for  conveyance  of 
mails  by  railway — £9j600 — as  an  initanoe;  but 
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he  overlooked  the  great  saving  that  was  made  by 
this  mode  of  conveyance.  The  total  increase 
of  expenditure  in  this  department  for  the  year 
was  £36,000,  whereas  the  total  increase  of  reve« 
nue  was  only  £4,000.  The  Telegraph  Depart* 
ment  showed  an  absolute  falling-off  to  the  extent 
of  £2,000,  and  yet  nearly  every  salary  was  in- 
creased. There  was  this  year  an  absolute  loss  of 
£32,000  in  this  department  alone.  As  to  the 
statement  of  the  Premier  with  regard  to  the 
estimates  of  last  year,  they  were  brought  down 
and  the  first  vote  taken  at  an  earlier  period  of 
the  session  than  liad  been  the  case  for  six  succes- 
sive years  previously.  There  was  no  analogy 
between  the  English  system  and  the  New  Zea- 
land system,  and  the  excuse  that  there  was 
urgency  to  pass  the  estimates  was  n«t  tenable. 
The  House,  therefore,  should  insist  on  the  esti- 
mates at  once  being  reduced,  and  not  accept  a 
general  statement  of  the  kind  made  by  the  Pre- 
mier. He  (Mr.  Ballance)  thought  the  Committee 
should  report  progress,  and  ask  the  Treasurer  to 
keep  the  promise  made  when  he  delivered  his 
Financial  Statement,  that  he  would  at  an  early 
date  bring  down  the  Property-Tax  BiU.  He 
thought  Wednesday  had  been  named  as  the  day 
on  which  it  would  be  brought  down.  He  was 
assured  that  the  Bill  was  prepared,  and  he  was  at 
a  loss  to  know  why  the  Treasurer  should  keep 
the  BUI  back.  The  Public  Works  Statement 
should  be  brought  down  also,  and  the  general 
discussion  on  finance  taken  before  the  estimates 
were  further  considered.  With  this  view  he 
moved.  That  progress  be  reported. 

Mr.  SHEPHARD  was  not  disappointed  at  the 
reply  made  to  his  proposition,  because  he  had 
heard  before,  when  similar  propositions  were 
made,  that  the  department  in  which  reductions 
were  proposed  was  the  most  valuable  of  any,  and 
that  the  particular  officer  proposed  to  be  affected 
was  the  most  hard-working  and  intelligent  officer 
in  the  Service.  But  the  real  question  was,  could 
the  colony  afibrd  now  to  increase  what  had  even 
in  the  past  been  good  salaries?  In  this  case  he 
did  not  know  the  officer  who  would  be  affected 
by  his  proposal.  As  to  hii  proposal  not  going 
far  enough,  it  would  go  far  enough  if  honorable 
members  would  assist  him  in  applying  the  same 
principle  throughout  this  and  CTcry  other  depart- 
ment. If  that  were  done,  a  sensible  relief  would 
be  given  to  the  taxpayers  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  hoped  the  Premier  would 
accept  the  proposal  to  report  progress.  No  doubt 
the  Government  bad  commenced  with  the  worst- 
paid  department  in  the  service  ;  but  that  did  not 
affect  the  principle.  He  thought  the  House 
should  first  deal  generally  with  the  whole  finan- 
cial position.  Let  the  system  of  extra  taxation 
be  considered  and  determined  upon  by  the  House, 
and  then  the  Committee  could  go  into  the  matter 
of  reductions.  If  the  Government  did  not  report 
progress,  although  sorry  to  hinder  public  busi- 
ness, he  should  feel  compelled  to  propose  a  large 
number  of  reductions.  He  had  in  his  possession 
a  list  of  salaries  ranging  above  £200,  amounting 
in  all  to  ftbout  £400,000,  and  he  should  feel  it  his 
duty  to  propose  a  reduction  in  every  case.  But 
in  the  first  place  honorable  members  must  be 
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prepared  to  make  reductions  in  the  honorarium. 
However,  he  should  prefer,  before  doing  anything 
in  this  waj,  to  have  the  whole  subject  discussed 
generally.  He  hoped  this  scheme  of  reduction 
would  enler  largely  into  any  scheme  they  might 
adopt.  In  the  department  under  consideration, 
the  salaries  orer  £200  amounted  to  £50,000.  It 
would  b«  extremely  unfortunate  to  have  to  deal 
with  the  sepanite  amounts  item  by  item.  It 
would  be  much  better  for  the  Government  to 
proceed  with  the  Bills  on  the  Order  Paper,  and 
inform  the  House  what  course  they  intended  to 
adopt  in  order  to  reduce  expenditure.  The 
expenses  of  the  departments  were  really  very 
heavy.  The  salaries  for  the  Legislative  Depart- 
ment amounted  to  £6,500,  for  the  Treasury 
Department  about  £9,000,  and  for  the  Audit 
an  equal  amount.  The  expenses  of  members 
amounted  to  £22,000.  That  could  be  reduced 
by  one-half.  Then  there  was  another  important 
matter.  It  was  impossible  that  the  country  could 
pay  £117,000  for  education,  as  it  did  last  year. 
However  much  they  might  desire  to  continue 
the  system,  it  could  not  be  carried  out ;  and  he 
knew  people  worth  hundreds  —  he  might  say 
thousands  —  of  pounds  who  sent  their  children 
to  these  schools.  These  were  directions  in  which 
economy  might  be  effected,  and  the  estimates 
should  be  postponed  until  the  fiscal  measures 
were  brought  down.  A  great  change  might  be 
made  in  these  measures,  and  it  was  unfair  to  put 
members  to  the  disagreeable  necessity  of  object- 
ing to  every  salary,  which  under  present  circum- 
stances was  the  only  course  they  could  adopt. 

Mr.  LUNDON  said  he  should  vote  with  the 
greatest  pleasure  for  the  reduction  of  every  salary 
over  £800.  He  had  a  motion  on  the  Paper  ask- 
ing for  £50,000  for  works  in  the  North  of  Auck- 
land, and  when  a  motion  of  that  kind  came  up 
they  were  always  asked  where  the  money  waa  to 
be  found.  He  should  have  no  difficulty  in  finding 
the  money.  He  would  reduce  the  estimates  by 
£100,000,  if  necessary  ;  but  £50,000  would  do  for 
him.  Of  course  he  knew  that,  immediately  any 
one  proposed  reductions,  the  Government  stood 
out  in  defence  of  the  ofiicials.  AH  Governments 
did  that.  No  doubt  the  officials  would  not  like 
the  jreductions  ;  but  that  was  easily  settled— let 
them  resign.  A  hundred  men  would  be  found  to 
take  the  place  of  every  one  that  resigned.  There 
-was  never  a  man  resigned  yet,  but  there  was  a 
better  one  found  to  take  his  place.  He  should 
vote  with  the  honorable  member  for  Waimea 
and  any  other  member  who  would  insist  upon 
reductions. 

Mr.  SHKIMSKI,  in  all  earnestness,  would  ask 
the  Premier  to  accede  to  the  request  to  report 
progress,  in  order  that  other  business  might  be 
proceeded  with,  as  he  was  quite  sure  there  was 
not  the  slightest  chance  of  passing  one  of  the 
items  that  night.  Honorable  members  would 
have  Saturday  and  Sunday  to  go  through  the 
various  items  and  to  consider  them;  and  he 
trusted  that  opportunity  would  be  afforded  them 
by  the  reporting  of  progress. 

Mr.  MURRAY  thought  it  was  rather  unfortu- 
nate that  a  threat  of  this  kind  should  have  been 
held  out.  When  the  House  went  into  Committee 
Mr,  Tumbull 


on  the  estimates  there  was,  generally  speaking,  a 
great  display  over  one  or  two  it^ms,  and  after- 
wards large  sums  were  voted  without  the  least 
discussion.  In  the  present  instance  the  Postal 
Department  was  the  piece  de  rSsixtancey  and 
it  was  rnther  unfortunate  that  this  department 
should  have  been  selected.  It  waa  objected  to 
that  they  should  provide  for  their  current  ex- 
penditure out  of  loan ;  but  that  had  been  tbo 
practice  for  years  past.  He  did  not  think  that 
increases  should  be  made  in  salaries  above  £200, 
unless  good  reason  was  shown  for  making  them. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  hoped  the  Government  would 
decide,  in  the  present  depressed  state  of  the  colony 
and  the  world,  not  to  propose  any  increase  of 
salaries.  He  certainly  thought  that  no  increase 
should  be  made  in  salaries  oyer  £200;  but  be 
would  have  no  objection  to  young  men  in  the 
Service  receiving  those  increases  to  which  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  promotion  they  were  entitled. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  concurred  with  the  hist  speaker. 
He  might  add  that  at  the  last  general  election, 
which  resulted  in  the  return  of  a  large  number 
of  new  men,  one  of  the  great  things  impreteed 
upon  candidates  was  that  the  Civil  Service  was 
growing  up  to  be  a  thing  which  was  terrible  to 
be  borne.  Looking  at  the  estimates,  the  remit 
he  arrived  at  was  this :  that  there  was  to  be 
a  large  decrease  in  the  expenditure  on  public 
works  and  other  departments,  while  the  cost  of 
the  machinery  for  expending  that  money  was  to 
be  increased.  That  was  not  a  proper  poeition 
to  take  up  in  the  present  financial  state  of  the 
colony.  They  were  going  to  call  upon  the  people 
to  make  a  great  sacrifice,  and  to  impose  taxation 
which  would  be  very  heavy  on  certain  portions  of 
the  people.  If  they  meant  the  people  to  pay 
these  taxes  with  any  amount  of  reaoiness,  thej 
must  show  them  that  they  were  determined  to 
cut  down  the  expenditure  from  the  very  top  of 
the  tree.  The  Committee  should  not  be  asked  to 
vote  the  estimates  blindfold.  The  Civil  servants 
should  be  asked  to  bear  their  fair  share  of  the  hard- 
ships borne  by  the  people  throughout  the  colonj. 
The  expense  connected  with  the  Hou»e  of  Repre- 
eentatives  might  be  reduced.  Honorable  members 
should  be  content  to  take  just  a  sufficient  sum 
to  meet  their  actual  expenses,  and  the  members 
of  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  should  be 
content  with  the  honor  conferred  upon  them,  and 
not  receive  any  honorarium.  He  hoped  the  €h>- 
vernment  would  see  its  way,  in  the  interest  of  the 
country,  to  go  on  with  the  important  Bills  on  the 
Paper,  and  delay  the  consideration  of  the  esti- 
mates. 

Mr.  SWANSON  said  his  experience  had  been 
that  it  was  almost  nseless  to  attempt  to  reduoe 
salaries.  They  would  be  doing  a  good  service  by 
refusing  to  vote  the  honorarium  to  members  of 
the  Upper  House,  and  by  reducing  their  own 
honorarium.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  expendi- 
ture in  connection  with  this  House  which  might 
very  well  be  avoided.  The  estimates  should  be 
taken  back  and  reduced  by  at  least  £60,000,  and 
the  Houso  should  support  the  Government  in 
doing  so.  If  the  estimates  were  proceeded  with, 
the  Committee  would  not  be  able  to  deoreaee 
them  by  £3,000.    There  were  a  number  of  highly- 
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paid  men  in  the  Public  Service  who  were  doing 
next  to  nothing,  who  could  well  afford  to  con- 
tribute. Some  of  them  were  incompetent  for  any- 
thing except  to  create  mlBchief.  By  dUpensing 
with  some  of  the  officers  of  the  House  whose 
positions  were  perfect  sinecures  tbe  Gk)?emment 
would  show  that  they  meant  economy.  The 
eatabli^hment  was  altogether  out  of  proportion  to 
the  work  done. 

Mr.  HALL  pointed  out  that  it  was  impossible, 
while  the  House  was  sitting,  for  the  G-OTemment 
to  revise  the  estimates  prepared  by  their  prede- 
cessors, and  to  make  such  reductions  in  them  as 
might  possibly  be  required.  They  might  hare 
taken  ten  pounds  off  items  here  and  there,  but  that 
would  not  have  been  doing  justice  to  the  matter. 
They  had,  however,  determined  that  no  proposed 
increase  should  be  actually  paid  unless  special 
grounds  were  shown  for  it.  A  circular  to  that 
effect  had  been  sent  to  the  heads  of  departments 
before  the  estimates  were  submitted*  to  the 
House;  and  that  circular  had  found  its  way 
into  one  of  the  newspapers.  The  Government 
would  take  the  decision  of  the  Committee  upon 
the  voices  on  the  proposition  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Waimea,  and,  if  the  Committee 
affirmed  the  proposed  reduction,  the  Government 
would  feel  bound  to  give  effect  to  the  suggestion 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Cheviot,  that  no  in- 
crease, except  in  special  circumstances,  should 
take  place  in  cases  where  the  salaries  exceeded 
£200  a  year.  The  great  cost  of  the  Civil  Service 
was  really  owing  to  tbe  extravagant  demands  of 
the  public  themselves.  Even  in  the  present  de- 
pressed condition  of  affairs,  extravagant  demands 
continued  to  be  made  for  post  offices,  telegraph 
offices,  courthouses,  and  other  public  buildings. 
If  they  meant  economy,  they  should  begin  at 
their  own  doors,  and  not  begin  with  the  Civil 
servants,  who,  as  a  rule,  were  not  overpaid.  With 
regard  to  the  Po:>t  Office  Department,  tbe  young 
officers  connected  with  it  were  paid  very  low 
salaries.  They  were  promised  a  gradual  small 
increase,  up  to  such  an  amount  as  they  could 
fairly  live  upon. 

Mr.  ACTON  ADAMS  said  no  doubt  the  Go- 
vernment would  have  felt  it  unjust  to  make  a 
large  reduction  in  the  estimates  of  the  lat«  Go- 
vernment, and  therefore  tried  to  lead  the  House 
into  making  those  reductions.  He  agreed  with 
the  honorable  member  for  Newton  that  it  was  im- 
possible for  the  House  to  make  individual  reduc- 
tions, and  it  was  to  the  Government  alone  they 
should  look  for  reductions.  He  would  therefore 
recommend  the  Government  to  take  the  estimates 
back,  and  reconsider  many  of  the  proposed  in- 
creases. This  was  no  time  for  increasing  salaries, 
particularly  when  a  tax  was  about  to  be  placed 
on  all  property,  and  tliat,  too,  when  people  could 
least  afford  it.  The  Civil  servants  had  not  suf- 
fered from  the  depression,  as  their  salaries  were 
regularly  paid  ;  and  to  increase  those  salaries  now 
would  bo  to  take  the  money  out  of  the  pockets  of 
those  who  had  suffered  in  many  ways  through 
the  depression.  Although  he  would  not  object 
to  increases  in  certain  special  cases,  he  objected 
to  the  systematic  increase  shown  throughout  the 
estimates.    The  total  for  the  Telegraph  Depart- 


ment was  £110,000  this  year  as  against  £98,000 
last  year ;  and  there  were  increases  in  the  same 
proportion  in  other  departments.  If  the  Go- 
vernment maintained  the  estimates  of  last  year, 
without  increases,  they  should  receive  the  support 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  HISLOP  did  not  sympathize  with  half 
that  had  been  said,  and  did  not  believe  in  pitching 
into  the  Civil  servants,  who  were  not,  as  a  rule, 
overpaid.  There  would  be  no  chance  of  making 
any  saving  if  a  change  were  not  made  in  the 
system  of  conducting  the  departments,  which 
were  too  much  in  the  hands  of  Under  Secretaries. 
He  hoped  the  Government  would  see  their  way 
(o  report  progress,  as  this  was  only  a  waste  of 
time,  and  honorable  members  were  merely  deliver- 
ing portions  of  the  speeches  which  they  would  be 
again  delivering  when  the  Financial  Statement 
came  up  for  discussion. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  did  not  think  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  Government  to  take  upon  themselves  the 
onus  of  reducing  the  estimates.  He  had  looked 
through  the  items,  and  was  convinced  that  con- 
siderable reductions  could  be  made.  Let  the 
House  pass  a  resolution  that  the  whole  estimates 
should  be  reduced  from  10  to  20  per  cent.,  be- 
ginning with  their  own  honoraria,  and  he  would 
support  it ;  and  then  let  the  Government  equalize 
the  expenditure. 

Mr.  SHEPHARD  had  no  desire  to  refuse  in- 
creases of  salary  to  those  who  were  receiving 
small  pittances,  and,  as  to  reducing  salaries  aU 
round  by  10  per  cent.,  that  was  an  impracticable 
proposition,  at  any  rate  so  far  as  this  year's 
estimates  were  concerned.  Five  months  of  the 
year  had  almost  elapsed,  four  months'  salaries  cer- 
tainly had  been  paid,  and  it  would  be  absolutely 
unfair  to  make  such  a  reduction  retrospective. 
Then,  as  to  the  futures-some  reasonable  notice 
must  be  given ;  so  that  the  year  would  be  out 
before  the  proposal  could  take  effect,  especially 
if  tlie  financial  year  was  to  close  at  the  end  of 
March. 

Mr.  McLean,  from  his  experience,  felt  that 
the  Government  had  taken  the  only  course  open 
to  them  when  thoy  save  notice  that  no  increases 
of  salary  could  be  allowed,  and  that  the  heads  of 
departments  must  consider  where  offices  could  be 
properly  amalgamated.  That  was  the  only  way 
in  which  the  Government  could  reduce  expendi- 
ture in  the  Service.  There  was  one  direction, 
however,  in  which  considerable  savings  could  be 
effected,  and  that  was — to  take  this  vote  as  an 
illustration — to  shut  up  a  number  of  the  small 
post  and  telegraph  offices ;  but  then  the  difficulty 
was,  that  members  of  the  House  whose  districts 
were  affected  would  not  stand  it.  For  instance, 
were  a  telegraph  office  in  his  district  closed,  he 
expected  he  would  go  to  the  Minister,  tcU  him 
he  could  not  stand  it,  and  refer  him  to  the  Wai- 
taki  or  some  other  adjoining  district.  Every  one 
was  ready  to  shed  the  last  drop  of  his  brother's 
blood.  That  was  the  difficulty  the  Government 
had  to  deal  with.  He  quite  recognized  the  jus- 
tice of  the  position  taken  up  by  tbe  honorable 
member  for  Christchurch  City  (Mr.  Andrews)  and 
the  honorable  member  for  Waimea,  that  salaries 
above  £200  should  not  be  increased  ;  and  he  hoped 
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the  GK>Ternment  would  act  upon  thafc  principle, 
accepting  the  vote  of  the  House  on  the  Toices  as 
an  instruction  on  that  head. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  thought  that  the  estimates 
were  most  extrayagant,  but  for  that  he  blamed 
the  late  Goremment,  as  the  present  Ministry 
could  not  have  had  time  to  go  over  them  carefullj. 
He  did  not  agree  with  the  proposal  to  reduce 
salaries  10  per  cent.,  because  to  take  that  amount 
off  the  salary  of  a  struKgling  clerk  would  simply  be 
cruel  and  unjust.  He  really  thought  there  were 
TCiy  few  salaries  that  could  be  reduced.  Looking 
at  the  department  under  discussion,  he  did  not 
find  a  single  salary  too  high — indeed  some  were 
too  low ;  and,  when  he  soid  the  estimates  were 
extrayagant,  he  meant  this:  In  the  department 
Under  notice  he  observed  there  were  nine  clerks, 
all  of  whom  were  paid  miserably  small  salaries ; 
but  his  impression  was  that  the  work  could  be 
done  by  three  men  with  the  most  perfect  effi- 
ciency, and  those  three  might  be  paid  a  fair 
salary.  That  was  the  view  he  took  of  the  whole 
of  the  estimates  —  Pay  men  well  who  did  the 
work  ;  get  rid  of  those  who  had  no  useful 
work  to  do.  Following  up  the  remarks  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Waikouaiti,  he  might  say 
he  thought  there  was  no  necessity  for  the  fifty 
or  sixty  Resident  Magistrates  whose  salaries 
appeared  on  the  estimates.  If  Resident  Magis- 
trates were  appointed  for  the  more  populous 
centres  of  the  colony,  that  was  sufficient.  Kesi- 
dent  Magistrates  in  the  country  districts  were 
not  only  a  luxury,  but  more  than  a  luxury, 
because  they  rather  induced  people  to  rush  to 
law  y:\iQ  had  no  necessity  to  have  anything  to 
do  with  it.  The  Magistrates  would  be  of  great 
service  if  they  settled  the  differences  of  the  people 
in  the  country  in  a  quiet  simple  way,  leaving 
all  difficult  questions  to  be  settled  by  a  District 
Judge,  who  might  visit  the  district  every  three 
months  or  so.  Under  such  an  improved  system 
the  item  under  consideration  might  be  reduced 
by  £20,000.  There  was  the  important  fact,  which 
was  worth  some  trifling  reflection,  that  there  was 
a  GK)vemmeQt  official  for  every  190  of  the  popu- 
lation of  the  colony  —  man,  woman,  and  child. 
The  whole  thing  was  a  monstrosity.  They  were 
official-ridden  to  an  extent  that  was  alarming. 
One  honorable  gentleman  spoke  of  the  amount 
expended  upon  education — some  £242,000 — and 
said  the  country  could  not  afford  it;  but  it 
would  not  at  all  affect  the  case  if  the  £242,000 
were  struck  out  of  the  estimates  altogether.  No- 
body supposed  that  education  should  not  go  on  : 
the  money  would  have  to  be  raised  all  the  same, 
and,  if  necessary,  through  the  local  bodies.  The 
Education  Boards  might  not  be  the  most  econo- 
mical system  for  the  expenditure  of  the  money  ; 
but  still  the  expenditure  must  go  on.  It  seemed 
to  him  that  this  discussion  of  the  estimates  before 
they  had  the  general  scheme  of  finance  before 
them  was  premature.  They  were  being  asked  to 
provide  money  for  matters  which  were  not  before 
them,  and  which  might  undergo  considerable 
change ;  but  he  was  sure  they  would  not  effect  any 
great  saring  by  going  through  the  items  now. 
What  he  would  recommend  was,  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  give  their  attention  to  the  subject 
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between  this  and  the  next  settion,  and  he  bad  no 
doubt  they  could  reduce  the  estimates  by  the 
sum  of  £150,000.  They  ought  to  begin  with  the 
Governor,  and  come  right  down.  As  to  the 
members  of  the  (Government,  he  did  not  think 
they  were  too  highly  paid.  They  earned  all  the 
money  they  received.  There  was  one  misleading 
feature  in  the  estimates  which  he  would  like  to 
refer  to,  and  it  was  this :  Taking  the  item  *'  In- 
spector of  Poet  Offices,"  he  found  that  he  received 
£600  per  annum ;  but,  further  down,  he  found 
another  item  of  £250  for  travelling  allowances  for 
the  »ame  official;  so  that,  if  the  travelling  ex* 
pauses  only  came  to  £150,  the  salary  was  really 
£600  :  and  so  it  went  on  throughout  the  estimates. 
They  found  an  Under  Secretary  put  down  for 
£700  on  one  page,  and  on  another  page  he  re- 
ceived £100  more  for  something  else,  the  total 
salary  in  some  cases  really  amounting  to  some- 
thing near  £1,000. 

Mr.  MURRAY  defended  the  late  Government 
from  the  charge  made  against  them  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Hutchi- 
son). The  honorable  member  was  somewhat 
unfair.  It  was  the  system,  and  not  the  Govern- 
ment, that  was  to  blame.  If  the  House  wished  to 
make  reductions,  it  would  have  to  change  the 
system,  and  to  effect  this  he  had  given  notice  of 
the  motion  to  elect  a  Commission.  He  hoped  the 
honorable  member  for  Wanganui  would  withdraw 
his  amendment.  The  Government  could  give  an 
assurance  tliat  reductions  would  be  made  wherever 
possible ;  but  it  was  useless  to  go  on  in  this  way. 
The  vote  under  consideration  would  have  to  be 
passed  some  time  or  other,  and  thoy  might  as 
well  pass  it  now.  Of  course  he  was  aware  that 
they  were  merely  repeating  the  experience  of 
every  session.  Members  expended  all  their  ener- 
gies on  the  first  few  votes,  and  then,  at  the  end 
of  the  session,  swallowed  hundreds  of  thousands 
without  remark. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  the  honorable  member 
for  Bruce  had  evidently  not  followed  the  spirit 
of  his  remarks.  He  thoroughly  agreed  with  the 
honorable  member  for  Newtou  that  the  system 
of  cutting  down  votes  piecemeal  had  never  yet 
succeeded  to  any  great  extent,  and  was  not  likely 
to  succeed  now ;  but  he  moved  the  motion  be- 
cause they  were  proposing  to  put  on  taxation 
which  was  almost  unparalleled  in  the  history  of 
this  colony,  while  they  had  entirely  overiooked 
the  fact  that  the  taxation  was  based  upon  the 
estimates  before  the  House.  If  they  could  not 
cut  down  the  votes  piecemeal,  the  Government 
might  reduce  them  by  some  such  drastic  remedy 
as  that  proposed  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Christchurch  City.  He  believed  there  were 
bogus  items  on  the  estimates  which  would  not  be 
expended  ;  and,  when  it  was  proposed  to  put  on 
taxation  on  the  basis  of  these  estimates,  it  was 
their  duty  to  see  how  the  totals  were  made  up. 
That  was  why  he  insisted  on  pressing  the  amend- 
ment. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  honorable  gentle- 
man had  given  the  soundest  possible  reason  for 
going  on.  The  honorable  gentleman  was  gnm/t 
on  constitutional  points  and  finance,  and  he  knew 
that  the  constitutional  practice  was,  first  of  all,  to 
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determine  the  expenditure  required.  The  Crown 
always  lurited  the  House  to  define  the  necessary 
Berrices  of  the  country,  and,  haying  defined  thero, 
it  was  their  duty  to  find  the  means.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  had  himself  made  that  declara- 
tion  in  the  House  on  many  occasions.  The  truth 
was,  there  was  no  fault  to  be  found  in  the  finan- 
cial  proposals  of  the  Q-oTemment,  and  the  honor- 
able  gentleman  and  a  few  of  his  friends  were 
simply  nagging  at  the  GoTernment.  It  was  a 
mere  idle  excuse  to  say  that  they  wanted  to  see  the 
Property-Tax  Bill  brought  down.  The  honorable 
member  knew  it  would  be  perfectly  impossible  to 
reduce  the  estimates  to  any  great  extent  during 
the  forthcoming  year.  Fire  months  of  the  finan- 
cial year  had  already  gone,  and  the  honorable 
member  for  Wanganui  knew  as  well  as  he  did 
that,  if  they  abolished  any  offices,  they  would 
hare  to  give  a  month's  salary  for  each  year  of 
serrice.  If  these  estimates  were  delayed  fur  a 
week,  the  result  would  be  that  they  would  have 
no  financial  debate,  and  some  morning  at  four 
o'clock  honorable  members  would  swallow  the 
estimat'Os  and  go  back  to  their  homes  feeling  that 
they  had  done  their  duty  to  their  country.  He 
hoped  the  House  would  not  consent  to  the  delay 
of  business  proposed  by  two  or  three  gentlemen 
who  were  dissatisfied  with  the  position  they  now 
occupied  in  the  House. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  said  it  was  quite  con- 
stitutional, as  the  Colonial  Treasurer  had  said, 
to  consider  what  the  requirements  of  the  public 
service  were  first,  and  afterwards  to  go  into  the 
question  of  ways  and  means.  The  honorable 
member  stated  that  delay  was  proposed  by  two 
or  three  members,  who  were  dissatisfied*  with 
their  position.  They  had  a  higher  object  in 
view :  they  wished  to  see  the  government  of  the 
country  conducted  economically  and  efficiently ; 
and,  if  they  could  show  that  the  Government 
was  increasing  expenditure  where  it  should  be 
reduced,  it  would  be  so  much  the  better  for  the 
country.  The  honorable  member  for  Egmont 
was  afraid  to  give  the  information  which  would 
enable  them  to  see  the  whole  thing  in  its  true 
light.  The  Property-Tax  Bill,  though  promised 
to  be  brought  down  on  Wednesday,  had  not  yet 
been  circulated,  and  this  measure  ought  to  be  in 
the  hands  of  honorable  members  before  they 
were  asked  to  proceed  further  with  the  proposed 
expenditure.  He  hoped  that  both  sides  of  the 
House  would  act  reasonably  in  this  matter. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE  said  the  proper  time  to 
have  raided  this  discussion  was  when  it  was 
moved  that  Mr.  Speaker  should  leare  the  chair, 
and  the  discuFsion  now  was  neither  more  nor  less 
than  a  waste  of  time.  The  whole  object  of 
honorable  members  opposite  was  \o  keep  the 
House  from  passing  useful  measures;  and  after 
the  session  they  would  go  about  making  speeches 
at  Christchurch  and  other  places,  charging  the 
Government  with  misdemeanours  of  all  kinds, 
and  asserting  that  if  Ministers  had  left  the 
benches,  and  allowed  them  to  take  their  places, 
they  would  have  done  wonderful  things  for  the 
country.  Let  them  take  a  division  at  once,  and 
waste  no  more  time  in  useless  discussion. 

Mr.  SHBIMSKI  taid  that  the  Government 


this  session  was  adopting  the  policy  pursued  by 
the  Government  in  1877,  when  it  said  to  the 
House,  "  Give  us  a  loan,  and  let  us  alone,"  and 
it  had  now  borrowed  the  estimates  of  its  prede- 
cessors. As  a  representative  of  the  people,  he 
felt  that  he  should  not  be  doing  his  duty  if  he 
allowed  them  to  be  taxed  for  the  purpose  of 
increasing  the  salaries  of  the  Civil  staff* ;  and  he 
would  do  his  utmost  to  endeavour  to  decrease 
the  burdens  proposed  to  be  placed  upon  the 
people. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR  did  not  think  the  Treasurer 
had  been  quite  fair  to  his  (Mr.  De  Lautour's)  side 
of  the  House.  When  the  late  Premier  followed 
the  honorable  gentleman  after  ho  had  made  his 
Financial  Statement,  he  was  quite  willing  to  take 
the  discussion  then  ;  but  the  Treasurer  said  the 
Government  were  anxious  to  press  on  the  elec- 
toral Bills.  He  (Mr.  De  Lautour)  thought  very 
little  of  these  financial  discussions.  During  the 
few  years  he  had  been  in  the  House  they  had 
been  a  mockery  and  a  sham,  from  whichever  side 
they  came,  and  he  did  not  expect  any  other  result 
this  year.  Still,  he  thought  they  had  a  fair  right 
to  know  what  shape  the  property-tax  was  to  take, 
and  to  know  what  position  the  pastoral  lessees 
were  to  be  placed  in.  They  had  a  fair  right 
to  be  informed  exactly  how  the  burden  would 
fall,  because,  unless  they  knew  that,  thev  could 
not  gauge  the  accuracy  of  the  Treasurer  s  state- 
ment as  to  the  results  that  would  accrue,  or  as 
to  the  shape  in  which  the  burden  would  fall,  or 
upon  whom  it  would  fall,  or  if,  as  n\any  of  them 
thought,  it  would  fall  oppressively.  He  quite 
agreed  with  the  honorable  member  for  Waitaki 
that  some  strong  effort  should  be  made  in  the 
first  instance  to  curtail  the  expenditure,  rather 
than  that  they  should  put  on  so  much  extra 
taxation.  It  was  a  very  serious  question,  and,  so 
far  as  he  knew,  the  side  of  the  House  to  which 
he  belonged  had  no  desire  to  treat  it  in  a  party 
manner.  They  regarded  it  quite  as  seriously  as 
the  Treasurer  did,  and  both  sides  might  meet  on 
the  common  platform  of  admitting  the  position  to 
be  very  serious,  and  to  require  all  the  patriotism 
and  ability  of  both  sides  oi  the  House,  and  might 
consider  whether  it  was  wise  that  this  crushing 
taxation  should  be  put  on  until  it  was  proved 
that  they  could  not  reduce  the  expenditure.  He 
did  not  understand  the  position  at  all.  He  did 
not  profess  to  understand  finance ;  but  the  Trea- 
surer admitted  that  in  1877  the  I^md  Fund  first 
became  colonial  property,  and  that  the  present 
deficiency,  which  the  honorable  gentleman  called 
a  permanent  deficiency,  arose  from  the  failure  of 
the  Land  Fund.  How,  then,  in  these  two  years 
had  such  a  permanent  expenditure  crept  in  that 
it  could  not  now  be  controlled  and  put  back  to  the 
position  it  was  in  in  1877  ?  He  could  not  under- 
stand that,  unless  the  Treasurer  was  prepared  to 
admit  that  he  was  meeting  deficiencies  year  after 
year  previous  to  1877  out  of  loan,  which  he 
always  denied. 

Mr.  HALL  said  it  was  no  doubt  true  that  the 
majority  of  the  honorable  gentleman's  party  were 
not  to  blame  for  the  delay ;  but  there  was  a 
small  minority  who  were  determined  to  obstruct 
everything  unless  their  wishes  were  given  effect 
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to ;  and  those  tactics  he  hoped  the  House  would 
not  tolerate. 

Mr.  MOSS  said  that  the  members  of  the 
Opposition  were  really  desirous  to  go  on  with 
the  business  and  discuss  the  question  of  finance  ; 
but  the  G-ovemment  hardened  their  hearts  and 
insisted  Aipon  the  House  swallowing  this  par- 
ticular vote.  The  delay  was  entirely  their  own 
fault,  and  therefore  the  Gbvcmment,  and  not  the 
House,  should  sit  on  the  stool  of  repentance. 
The  House  would  not  be  doing  justice  to  the 
country  if  they  did  not  devote  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  remainder  of  the  session  to  finance. 
If  the  G-oremment  did  not  choose  to  reduce  the 
estimates,  the  House  could  not  drive  them  to  do 
BO ;  but  there  were  large  questions  connected 
with  the  colonial  finance  that  he  believed  would 
agitate  New  Zealand  from  end  to  end.  They 
talked  about  imposing  £700,000  or  £800,000 
of  extra  taxation  as  if  it  were  nothing;  but 
when  the  tax-gatherer  went  round,  then,  and  not 
till  then,  would  the  pressure  be  brought  home 
to  the  people.  He  did  not  like  the  idea  of  cut- 
ting down  small  salaries  and  mnking  men's  lives 
miserable,  while  they  left  the  highest  salaries 
intact.  It  was  the  bounden  duty  of  Ministers  to 
begin  with  themselves,  and  higher,  if  possible. 
This  question  of  finance  involved  the  whole  ques- 
tion of  the  construction  of  the  Government  of 
New  Zealand.  They  would  have  to  face  the 
question  whether  they  would  go  on  building  up 
large  central  departments,  or  revert  to  something 
like  a  simpler  system,  which  would  throw  on  the 
local  bodies  the  greater  part  of  the  duties  em- 
bodied in  these  estimates.  Until  that  was  done 
they  would  not  be  able  to  reduce  the  expenditure 
materially.  Then  there  was  the  question  who 
should  ultimately  bear  the  burdens  of  this  new 
taxation,  and  whether  they  should  allow  a  single 
farthing  of  it,  for  purposes  merely  of  revenue,  \o 
be  put  on  the  Customs,  whirh  really  imposed  the 
burden  upon  the  mass  of  the  people.  If  they 
imposed  the  necessary  burdens  by  means  of  direct 
taxation,  the  question  of  retrenchment  would 
soon  be  handled,  and  they  would  then  certainly, 
as  the  honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers  had 
put  it',  learn  to  out  their  coats  according  to  their 
cloth. 

Mr.  HISLOF  did  not  know  vliether  they  were 
going  to  have  a  repetition  of  what  took  place. in 
1877,  which  then  led  to  the  downfall  of  the 
Ministry.  Tiie  Gk>verDment,  on  that  occasion, 
took  the  bit  in  their  teeth,  and  would  not  pay 
any  attention  to  the  desires  of  any  person  who 
did  not  belong  to  their  party.  If  the  Govern- 
ment followed  the  same  course  now,  they  would 
be  defeated.  The  Government  were  now  domi- 
neering over  a  party  in  the  House,  and  such 
conduct  would  not  be  tolerated.  The  Colonial 
Treasurer  had  enunciated  a  new  doctrine  to- 
night— namely,  that  they  should  first  determine 
the  expenditure,  nnd  then  find  the  ways  and 
means.  That  wos  simply  an  excuse  for  going  on 
with  the  estimates  first.  That  principle  might 
apply  to  older  countries,  but  it  did  not  apply 
here.  The  Treasurer  himself  had  not  shown  any 
regard  for  that  principle.  One  of  the  leading 
'-natures  of  his  Fmancial  Statement  was,  that  the 
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expenditure  would  depend  upon  the  ways  and 
means  ;  and  his  reason  for  taking  away  the  sub- 
sidies from  local  bodies  was  that  he  had  not  the 
ways  and  means.  If  the  Ministry  had  desired  to 
get  on  with  the  business  of  the  country,  they 
would  at  once  have  consulted  the  Opposition  and 
have  fulfilled  the  promise  which  they  made  to 
bring  down  the  whole  of  the  financial  proposals, 
and  invite  discussion  upon  them.  It  was  appa- 
rent that  the  intention  of  the  Government  was  to 
keep  back  as  far  as  possible  their  financial  pro- 
posals, which  they  knew  would  be  very  unpopular 
in  the  House,  and  to  bring  them  down  at  the 
lost  moment,  and  hare  them  swallowed  wholesale 
without  any  discussion  whatever.  He  hoped  the 
Government  would  agree  to  report  progress,  and 
enable  honorable  members  to  proceed  with  the 
other  business  on  the  Paper. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  said  that  before  the  Houso 
began  to  tax  the  people  of  the  country  it  should 
first  be^in  retrenchment.  The  Government  were 
proposing  to  impose  taxes  upon  the  people,  who 
were  already  heavily  taxed.  He  knew  that  it  was 
almost  impossible  for  the  rate-collectors  to  collect 
rates  in  the  City  of  Christchurch,  simply  because 
the  people  were  unable  to  pay  them.  That  was 
the  oonaition  of  the  people  in  other  parts  of  the 
colony.  The  Committee  was  now  called  on  to 
pass  estimates  which  had  been  framed  when  the 
colony  was  in  a  state  of  prosperity.  The  people 
should  raise  their  voice  against  any  increase  in 
the  estimates.  It  was  simply  absurd  to  ask  the 
House  to  pass  increased  estimates  in  the  present 
condition  of  the  country.  Tlie  House  must  in- 
sist upon  retrenchment,  not  piecemeal,  but  in 
a  wholesale  manner.  With  regard  to  the  hono- 
rarium, no  member  Hving  within  a  radius  of 
throe  miles  of  the  city  should  receive  it.  Honor- 
able irt^mbers  should  set  an  example  of  retrench- 
ment Iv  reducing  the  present  honorarium. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  regretted  that  ho  was  obliged 
to  take  the  course  of  delaying  business.  The 
Colonial  Treasurer  said  the  constitutional  mode  of 
proceeding  was  to  pass  the  estimates  first,  and  then 
provide  the  meann ;  hut,  of  course,  that  meant 
that,  whatever  expenditure  woe  authorized,  the 
House  would  have  to  find  the  means  to  meet  it. 
He  would  feel  it  his  duty  to  bring  forward  a  reso- 
lution affirming  the  principle  that  a  general  reduc- 
tion should  be  made,  and,  if  it  was  decided  in  tlie 
meantime  to  go  on,  he  would  be  bound  to  divide 
the  House  against  all  proposed  increases. 

Motion  to  report  progress  negatived. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  moved.  That  the  item,  '*  Sec- 
retary, £600,"  be  reduced  by  £30. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE  would  like  to  know  whe- 
ther the  Government  were  prepared  to  accept 
in  spirit  the  proposal  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Waimea. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  the  Government  would 
take  the  proposal  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Waimea  to  reduce  the  item,  "  Accountant,  Money 
Orders  and  Savings  Banks,  £475,"  by  £25,  as 
a  general  indication,  which  would  guide  the 
Government  throughout  the  estimates,  that  no 
salaries  above  £200  should  be  increased.  In  re- 
gard to  the  item  proposed  to  be  reduced  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Timoru,  he  might  explain 
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that  there  was  no  increase  in  the  salary,  which  was 
that  of  an  officer  of  very  high  merit. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  said  it  was  not  the  increases 
that  he  objected  to ;  but  all  people  felt  the  de- 
pression, and  it  was  only  right  that  the  Civil 
servants  should  take  their  share. 

Mr.  SUTTON  thouglit  the  Government  was  to 
be  congratulated  upon  the  increases  in  the  Postal 
Department.  The  postal  officers  were  now  only 
coming  to  get  salaries  on  which  they  could  live ; 
but  even  now  they  were  not  getting  the  salaries 
which  were  paid  in  other  departments.  He  cer- 
tainly should  support  every  increase  in  this  de- 
partment. It  must  be  remembered  that,  when 
heavy  taxation  was  being  imposed,  these  people 
would  have  to  pay  their  share.  Many  of  them 
had  property  ;  and  to  all  the  cost  of  living  would 
be  increased  by  the  extra  Customs  duty. 

Major  HARRIS  inquired  whether  the  honorable 
member  would  support  an  arrangement  by  which 
the  farmers  would  be  enabled  to  pay  their  share 
of  the  taxation.  From  what  he  had  seen,  he  had 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Civil  servants 
governed  the  country,  and  that  Ministers  were 
afraid  to  propose  to  reduce  their  salaries.  The 
Ciril  Service  in  Wellington  could  keep  in  or  turn  j 
out  a  Government  just  as  they  pleased.  i 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  accepted  the  statement  of  | 
Ministers  that  they  would  turn  their  attention  | 
to  the  matter  during  the  recess,  and  thought  the  ' 
House  ought  to  confine  itself  to  lopping  off  in-  , 
creases  of  salary.  i 

Mr.  TURNBULL  said  it  was  no  use  trusting 
to  Government  promises.    A  hundred  thousand  | 
pounds  could  be  saved  by  reductions  in  the  esti-  | 
mates,  and  the  House  ought  to  take  the  matter 
in  hand,  and  make  the  reductions  forthwith.  I 

Mr.  J.  T.  FISHER  thought  it  unfortunate  \ 
that  this  department  should  bear  the  brunt  of  ; 
the  battle.  It  was  really  the  poorest-paid  de-  ! 
partxnent  in  the  service,  and  he  hardly  thought  ' 
It  fair  that  two  officers  should  be  singled  out,  one 
of  whom  had  been  nineteen  years  in  the  service,  > 
and  the  other  fourteen  years.  j 

Mr.  TURNBULL  asked  the  Premier  to  take  ' 
Class  I.  instead  of  Class  IV.  They  could  then  j 
cut  down  the  payment  of  members  to  begin  with. 

Mr.  HALL  said  that  the  Government  had 
already  decided  to  make  no  increases  in  salaries 
above  £200.  If  the  House  would  agree  to  pass 
the  first  item  under  this  class,  the  Government 
would  consent  to  report  progress,  and  on  Monday 
would  meet  the  honorable  gentleman's  views  by 
putting  the  Bill  for  payment  of  members'  ex- 
penses first  on  the  Order  Paper. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  thought  the  House  had  done 
some  good  in  extracting  that  promise  from  the 
honorable  gentleman.  As  to  the  Post  Office  being 
the  poorest' paid  department  in  the  service,  the 
salaries  might  not  be  high  enough  for  the  sons  of 
members,  but  there  were  hundreds  of  people  who 
would  apply  for  every  office  that  might  become 
vacant.  Speaking  of  the  management  of  the 
departments,  he  might  mention  that  he  had  been 
on  many  Committees  during  the  present  session, 
and  the  opinion  he  had  formed  from  what  he  saw 
was,  that  the  highest-paid  officers  did  the  least 
work.    He  should  strongly  support  the  motion. 


Sir  G.  GREY  moved.  That  the  Chairman  do 
report  progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  expressed  a  hope  that,  if 
they  were  going  to  have  a  fi^ht  at  all,  they  would 
not  have  it  on  the  question  of  reducing  the  salary 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Post  Office  by  £30.  He 
thought  that  £600  a  year  was  not  too  much  for 
an  efficient  officer.  He  found  there  was  abun- 
dance of  room  for  reduction  on  the  estimates 
as  now  before  the  House  without  touching  the 
salaries  of  useful  officers  at  all :  £70,000  might 
be  saved  in  the  Armed  Constabulary  Department 
alone.  On  the  whole,  he  could  see  that  a  reduc- 
tion of  £150,000  might  be  made  in  the  present 
estimates,  without  touching  salaries  at  all. 

Question  put,  ''That  I  do  report  progress, 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again  i"  upon  which  a  division 
was  called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         19 

Noes         31 


Majority  against ... 


12 


Aybb. 

Mr.  De  Lautour, 

Mr.  Lundon, 

Mr.  Finn, 

Mr.  Macandrew, 

Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

Mr.  George, 

Mr.  Shrioiski, 

Mr.  Gisborne, 

Mr.  Tainui, 

Sir  G.  Grey, 

Mr.  Tawhai, 

Mr.  Hamlin, 

Mr.  Tole. 

Major  Harris, 

Tellfirs. 

Mr.  Hutchison, 

Mr.  Andrews, 

Mr.  Ireland, 

Mr.  BaUance. 

Noes. 

Mr.  Acton  Adams, 

Mr.  Moorhouse, 

Mr.  Allwright, 

Mr.  Murray, 

Major  Atkinson, 

Mr.  RoUeston, 

Mr.  Bain, 

Mr.  Saunders, 

Mr.  Beetham, 

Mr.  Shanks, 

Mr.  Bowen, 

Mr.  Shephard, 

Mr.  Brjce, 

Mr.  Stevens, 

Captain  Colbeck, 

Mr.  Studholme, 

Mr.  Fulton, 

Mr.  Swanson, 

Mr.  Gibbs, 

Colonel  Trimble, 

Mr.  Hall, 

Mr.  Wakefield, 

Mr.  H.  Hirst, 

Mr.  Whitaker, 

]Mr.  W.  J.  Hurit, 

Major  WiUis. 

Captain  Kenny, 
Mr.  McDonald, 

7'ellers. 

Mr.  Hursthouse, 

Mr.  McLean, 

Mr.  Sutton. 

Pa] 

KS. 

For. 

Againtt, 

Mr.  Barron, 

Mr.  Kelly, 

Mr.  Brown, 

Mr.  Brandon, 

Mr.  Bunny, 

Mr.  Mason, 

Mr.  J.  B.  Fisher, 

Mr.  Whyte, 

Mr.  Hislop, 

Mr.  Ormond, 

Mr.  Moss, 

Mr.  Levin, 

Mr.  Reeves, 

Mr.  Masters, 

Mr.  Reid, 

Mr.  Oliver, 

Mr.  Seddon, 

Mr.  Dick, 

Mr.  Sheehan, 

Mr.  Richardson, 

Mr.  Speight, 

Mr.  Beetham, 

Mr.  Stewart, 

Mr.  Pitt, 

Mr.  Thomson, 

Mr.  Reader  Wood, 
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Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  Turnbull, 
Dr.  Wallifl, 
Major  Te  Wheoro. 


Mr.  Kichmond, 
Mr.  Wright, 
Mr.  McCaughon, 
Mr.  Driver. 


The  motion  was  consequentlj  negatived. 

Motion,  That  the  item,  "  Secretary,  £600,*'  be 
Ireduced  by  £30,  negatired. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  mored,  That  the  item,  "  In- 
spector of  Post  Oflaces,  £600,"  be  reduced  by 
£25. 

Motion  negatired. 

Motion,  That  the  item,  "Accountant,  Money 
Orders  and  Savings  Banks,  £476,"  be  reduced  by 
£25,  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HI3L0P  moved.  That  the  item,  '*Kine 
clerks,  &c.,  £1,705,"  bo  reduced  to  £1,480,  the 
amount  roted  last  year. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  some  of  these  were 
cadets,  whose  salaries  must  increase  as  their 
duties  increased. 

Mr.  SWANSON  explained  that  these  cadets 
were  like  apprentices— as  their  skill  increased  so 
must  their  pay. 

Mr.  SPEiaHT  said  these  were  clerks,  not 
cadets.    Two  of  them  received  £300  a  year  each. 

Major  ATKINSON  could  only  again  assure  the 
Committee  that  no  increase  would  be  made  in 
salaries  over  £200  a  year. 

Mr.  GEORGE  pointed  out  that,  as  compared 
with  last  year's  estimates,  there  had  been  an 
increase  all  round  in  the  sums  named  in  this  par- 
ticular item,  and  an  extra  clerk  had  been  employed. 
He  should  like  to  see  the  estimates  reduced  in 
this  item  to  what  they  stood  at  in  the  prerious 
year. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  he  could  not  suddenly 
strike  off  the  clerk  on  the  recommendation  of 
honorable  gentlemen  who  could  not  know  what 
necessity  there  was  for  his  serrices. 

Vote,  as  reduced,  £2,998,  agreed  to. 

Progress  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit  again. 

The  House  adjourned  at  five  minutes  to  four 
o'clock  a.m. 


HOUSE  OF  EEPEESENTATIVES. 

Monday f  2Uh  November^  1879. 


First  Readings  —  Second  Beading  —  O.  B.  Worgsa  — 
Darmville  Telef^rsph  Station  —  BUtn^ora  Bailway 
Platform  — Civil  Servioe  —  Nelson  Mining  Leases— 
Kaiapoi  Bailwar  Station— Brighton- Kaitangata  and 
Ontrara-Clarendon  Railway  —  Saddlerj  for  Armed 
Conttabolaiy— Westport-Ngakawhaa  Bailway— Point 
Elisabeth  Coal  Seam— Aroba  Bloek— Thamet  High 
School— Miners'  Bights  Fee*— Oxford-Sheffield  Bail- 
wav — ^Artillerr  Corps — Invarcargill  Mining  Companies 
—Southland  Railways— Thombury-Otantan  Telegraph 
— Land'Taz  —  Patutahi  Drain  —  Oisbome  Brioge  — 
Land'Taz— Members  of  General  Anembly  Expenses 
Bill— Begnlation  of  Elections  Bill— Snpply. 

Mr.  Sfeiksb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

Pbatebs. 

FIKST  READINGS. 

Rahhit  Nuisance  Bill,  Appeals  from  Justices 
Bill,  Married  Women's  Property  Bill,  Inch- 
Clntba  Bill,  Property  Assesiment  Bill. 


SECOND  BEADING. 
Debtors  and  Creditors  Bill. 

G.  B.  WORGAN. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  asked  the  Gorernment,  If  they 
will  introduce,  and  pass  through  all  its  stages, 
an  Act  to  indemnify  George  Buckland  Woi^n 
for  any  eridence  he  may  giro  before  tlie  Native 
Affairs  Committee  tending  to  criminate  himself, 
if  advised  by  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  thai 
such  a  course  is  necessary  for  Worgan*s  protec- 
tion ? 

Mr.  HALL  said  that,  when  the  Committee 
made  a  report  of  the  facts  that  rendered  it  desir- 
able to  pursue  this  course,  the  GoTcmment  would 
gire  them  their  consideration.  Until  that  was 
done,  it  was  impossible  for  the  €k>Temmeiii  to 
answer  the  question. 

DARGAVILLE  TELEGRAPH  STATION. 

Mr.  MOSS  asked  the  Gbrernment,  When  the 
telegraph  station  at  DargaTiUe  is  likely  to  be 
opened,  and  what  has  l>een,  or  is  now,  the  cause 
of  delay? 

Mr.  HALL  said  the  delay  was  due  to  the  fact 
that  there  was  a  difficulty  in  connection  with  the 
conveyance  to  the  Crown  of  a  site  for  the  office. 
As  soon  as  the  conreyance  was  complete,  the 
erection  of  the  building  would  be  gone  on  with. 

RANGIORA  RAILWAY  PLATFORM. 

Mr.  BOWEN  asked  the  Minister  for  Pu(»Uo 
Works,  Whether  he  will  cause  a  platform  to  be 
erected  on  the  Rangiora  and  Oxford  Railway,  at 
the  West  Town  Belt  of  the  Borough  of  Rangi- 
ora ?  He  wished  to  point  out  that  the  pUtfbrm 
was  wanted  at  the  Oxford  side  of  the  Borough  of 
Rangiora,  as  passengers  at  present  had  to  pass 
the  town  to  go  up  to  the  junction.  As  trains 
went  out  again  in  many  oases  immediately  after 
arriral,  people  who  came  in  to  Rangiora  on 
business  from  the  country  had  to  wait  an  in- 
ordinately long  time  for  anotlier  train  ;  whereas, 
if  they  could  get  out  at  the  West  Town  Belt, 
they  could  do  their  business,  and  meet  the  train 
again  on  its  return  from  the  junction.  At  ore- 
sent  a  great  deal  ef  traffic  was  lost  for  want  oi  an 
iuexpensiTe^[atform . 

Mr.  OLIVER  was  aware  that  applications  had 
been  made  to  have  this  platform  erected  some 
time  ago,  and  that  they  were  refused;  but  ha 
would  hare  further  inquiry  made,  and  if  he  found 
that  the  public  conrenience  required  it  a  platform 
would  be  constructed. 

CIVIL  SERVICE. 
Mr.  RSID  asked  the  Premier,  Whether  it  is 
the  intention  of  the  Goremment  to  take  steps  to 
place  the  Civil  Service  of  the  colony  on  a  more 
satisfactory  basis  in  regard  to  increases  of  salaries, 
in  order  that  the  present  power  in  the  hands  of 
Under  Secretaries  and  heads  of  departmente  maj 
be  somewhat  curtailed  ?  The  object  he  had  in 
asking  this  question  was  to  elicit  from  the  Qto* 
vernment  some  opinion  as  to  the  system  at 
present  in  vogue  with  regard  to  increases  of 
salaries  and  promotion  in  the  Civil  Service.  He 
was  aware  that  the  present  system  irae  giving 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


1879.]       NeUon  Mining  Lea9e9,       [HOTTSE.]        Kaiapai  Bailway  Station.       488 


anything  but  general  satisfaction,  not  only  in  the 
city  in  which  the  head-quarters  were,  and  where 
innuence  could  be  used  to  obtain  promotion,  but 
much  more  so  in  the  outlying  districts.  He  did 
not  wish  to  put  the  question  with  a  Tiew  of 
affecting  the  estimates  for  the  present  year,  but 
with  a  view  to  the  GoTemment,  during  tne  recess, 
giring  the  matter  some  consideration.  He  under- 
stood that  the  system  at  present  was,  that  every- 
thing should  be  done  upon  the  report  of  the 
Under  Secretary  or  head  of  the  department ;  and 
merit  or  ability  was  not,  in  many  cases,  recog- 
nized to  the  extent  it  ought  to  be.  Infiuenca 
was  very  often  at  work,  and  by  the  ear 

Mr.  HALL  fose  to  a  point  of  order.  He 
thought  the  honorable  gentleman  was  going 
somewhat  beyond  the  latitude  allowed  in  asking 
questions. 

Mr.  BEID  said  perhaps  he  was  a  little  out  of 
order  in  introducing  debatable  matter,  and  he 
would  therefore  simply  ask  the  question. 

Mr.  HALL  had  perhaps  rather  misunderstood 
the  honorable  gentleman's  question  when  he  saw 
it  on  the  Order  Paper.  He  thought  it  meant  an 
inquiry  as  to  whether  the  Gk)Ternment  would  en- 
deavour to  provide  for  periodical  increases  of  the 
salaries  of  public  officers  by  authority  of  law.  A 
suggestion  of  that  kind  was  made  some  years  ago ; 
but  Parliament  did  not  receive  it  with  favour. 
Whatever  the  merits  of  such  a  provision  might 
be,  he  was  afraid  it  would  not  be  likely  to  be 
assented  to  by  Parliament  if  any  Q-overnment 
made  a  proposition  of  the  kind.  With  regard  to 
the  statement  that  increases  of  salaries  were  due 
to  the  possession  of  influence  on  the  part  of  Under 
Secretaries,  of  course  he  could  not  answer  for 
what  was  done  by  previous  Gbvemments,  but  he 
could  assure  the  honorable  gentleman  that  that 
wmdd  not  be  the  case  under  the  present  Qovern« 
ment.  It  would  be  their  duty  to  inquire  into 
every  case  in  which  an  increase  of  salary  was 
proposed,  and  to  decide  according  to  the  merits 
of  the  case  itself.  Of  course  Ministers  must 
derive  a  great  deal  of  information  from  the 
Under  Secretaries :  still,  they  would  endeavour 
to  study  the  facts  of  each  case,  and  decide  for 
themselves  upon  those  facts.  It  was  obviously 
impossible  to  do  that  with  regard  to  the  estimates 
now  before  the  House,  but  it  would  be  their  duty 
to  do  so  before  they  gave  effect  to  the  appropria- 
tions of  the  present  session. 

N£i;SOK  MINING  LEASES. 

Mr.  GIBBS  asked  the  Government,— (1)  Whe- 
ther mining  leases  granted  under  "The  Nelson 
Waste  Lauds  Act,  1874,"  are,  in  some  instances, 
not  being  efficiently  worked  for  the  purposes  for 
which  such  leases  were  granted ;  (2)  what  area  is 
at  present  alienated  in  the  Provincial  District  of 
Nelson  by  mining  leases  granted  under  the  Act  of 
1874;  (8)  what  conditions  for  securing  the  effi- 
cient working  of  the  mines  have  been  inserted  in 
mining  leases  granted  by  the  Waste  Lands  Board 
of  Nelson  for  mining  for  minerals  other  than  gold, 
in  terms  of  the  85th  section  of  "The  Nelson 
Waste  Lands  Act,  1874  "  ? 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  he  had  had  a  return 
prepared  in  tabular  form,  which  would  to  some 
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extent  give  the  information  which  the  honorable 
member  sought.  He  would  be  glad  to  give  fur- 
ther information  if  required.  He  would  lay  the 
return  on  the  table. 

KAIAPOI  RAILWAY  STATION. 

Mr.  BOWEN  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  Whether  the  improvement  of  the  railway 
station  at  Kaiapoi,  and  the  formation  of  a  railway 
siding  to  Raven  Quay,  promised  two  years  ago, 
will  be  soon  taken  in  hand  ?  Alterations  were 
promised  to  be  made  two  years  ago,  But  they  were 
not  carried  out.  With  regard  to  the  railway 
siding,  he  was  aware  that  the  Commissioner  had 
stated  that  he  could  not  get  land  to  facilitate  the 
work ;  but  he  could  assure  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  borough  were 
prepared  to  prove  that  there  was  plenty  of  land 
available  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  OLIVER  said  that,  with  regard  to  the 
first  part  of  the  question,  referring  to  the  im« 
provement  of  the  Kaiapoi  Railway  Station,  pro- 
vision had  been  made  on  the  estimates  for  the 
work.  With  regard  to  the  second  question,  rela- 
tive to  the  railway  siding  to  Raven  Quay,  further 
inquiry  would  be  made,  in  order  to  carry  out  the 
object  if  possible. 

BRIGHTON -KAITANG ATA   AND   OU- 
TRAM-CLARENDON  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  MURRAY  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  If  he  will  lay  before  this  House  the  re- 
port of  the  engineer  upon  the  Brighton-Kai- 
tangata  and  Outram-Clarendon  Railway  ? 

Mr.  OLIVER  said  he  had  laid  the  report  on 
the  table  of  the  House.  He  had  no  objection  to 
have  it  printed. 

SADDLERY  FOR  ARMED  CONSTABU- 
LARY. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  asked  the  Gh>Temment, 
Whether  they  will  be  prepared  to  call  for  ten- 
ders from  local  tradesmen  for  the  supply  of  the 
saddlery  required  by  the  mounted  division  of  the 
Armed  Constabulary?  It  was  understood  that 
there  was  a  considerable  amount  of  eaddleryre* 
quired  for  the  Armed  Constabulary  about  Wel- 
lington ;  and  the  tradesmen  of  the  place  thought 
it  only  fair  the  Government  should  give  them  a 
chance  of  doing  the  work. 

Mr.  HALL  replied  that  the  original  stock  of 
saddlery  was  obtained  from  England  and  New 
South  Wales.  Tenders  had  not  been  called  for 
from  the  local  tradesmen,  as  the  present  annual 
requirements  were  so  small  as  to  make  it  hardly 
worth  while  to  call  for  tenders.  The  annual  re- 
quirements were  supplied  on  the  spot.  As  a  set 
was  required  to  replace  an  unserviceable  one,  it 
was  purchased  here  at  a  cost  of  £5  48.  2d.,  which 
was  the  lowest  price  a  good  set  could  be  obtained 
for. 

WESTPORT-NGAKAWHAU  RAILWAY. 
Mr.  J.  B.  FISHER  asked  the  Government,  If 
they  will  make  inquiry  during  the  recess  as  to 
the  desirability  of  their  acquiring  the  Wellington 
and  Westport  Colliery  Company's  extensions  of 
the  Westport-Ngakawhau  Railway  ?    His  reason 
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for  asking  the  question  was,  tliat  on  the  West- 
port-Ngakawhau  Railway  there  were  two  exten- 
sions— namely,  the  Wellington  Company's  branch, 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  in  length,  and  the  West- 
port  Colliery  Company's  branch,  half  a  mile  in 
length.  The  Wellington  Company's  branch  came 
between  the  Westport  Colliery  Company's  branch 
and  the  main  line.  The  Government  had  ar- 
ranged to  charge  2s.  a  ton  for  the  carriage  over 
the  ten  miles  from  Waimangaroa  to  Westport ; 
but  the  Westport  and  Wellington  Colliery  Com- 
panies had  the  option  of  charging  9d.  per  ton 
per  mile  over  their  portions  of  the  line.  It  was 
obvioiis  that  this  charge  of  9d.  a  ton  was  a  large 
profit  upon  coal,  and,  if  they  were  allowed  to 
charge  one  another  such  a  rate  as  that,  they  might 
not  only  harass  one  another,  but  would  be  likely 
to  interfere  considerably  with  the  development  of 
the  coal  fields.  It  was  desirable  that  the  Qovem- 
ment  should  inquire  into  the  matter  during  the 
recess,  so  that,  if  there  was  likely  to  be  any  abuse 
or  injury  to  the  coal  trade,  they  might  put  an  end 
to  it  by  acquiring  the  lines  from  those  private 
companies  and  charging  a  uniform  rate. 

Mr.  OLIVER  replied  that  the  Government 
recognized  the  desirability  of  having  those  small 
branch  lines  in  their  own  hands ;  but  it  was  a 
question  of  ways  and  means.  There  was  no  ob- 
jection to  making  the  promise  that  inquiry  should 
be  made  during  the  recess. 

POINT  ELIZABETH  COAL  SEAM. 

Mr.  REEVES  asked  the  Government,  If  they 
will  cause  immediate  action  to  be  taken  in  order 
to  have  the  fire  extinguished  which  has  been 
burning  for  some  years  past  in  a  coal  seam  near 
Point  Elixsbeth,  West  Coast,  Middle  Island? 
This  fire  had  been  raging  for  seven  or  eight 
years,  destroying  a  most  valuable  seam  of  coal, 
and  causing  incidculable  loss  to  the  colony.  Five 
years  ago  a  party  of  diggers  offered  to  put  out 
the  fire  for  £150;  but  t)ie  Government  in  their 
wisdom  thought  fit  to  refuse  the  offer. 

Mr.  OLIVER  said  the  Government  would 
cause  inquiry  to  be  made  into  this  matter,  and, 
if  possible,  would  take  steps  to  extinguish  the 
fire. 

AROHA  BLOCK. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  asked  the  Minister  of  Land^ 
— (1)  Whether  or  not  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  open  up  any  portion  of  the  Aroha 
Block  for  sale  and  settlement ;  (2)  if  so,  when  ; 
and  (3)  what  proportion,  if  any,  of  the  lands, 
when  sold,  will  be  offered  under  the  deTerred- 
payment  sj»tem  ? 

Mr.  ROLLE3TON  replied  that  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  Goremment  that  the  Aroha 
Block  should  be  opened  for  sale  on  deferred  pay- 
ments as  soon  as  drainage  works  were  completed. 
There  was  nothing  definite  settled  as  yet  as  to 
the  proportion  to  be  settled  on  deferred  pay- 
ments; but  the  intention  of  the  Government 
was,  that  a  considerable  portion  should  be  so  set 
apart. 

THAMES  HIGH  SCHOOL. 

Mr.  SELEEHAN  asked  the  Minister  of  Edu- 
cation, Whether  he  will  place  a  sum  upon  the 
estimates  for  the  Thames  High  School,  in  the 
Mr.  J,  B.  Fisktr 


same  manner  as  provision  is  being  made  for  the 
Auckland  Girls'  High  School,  the  Wellington 
College,  the  New  Plymouth  High  School,  and 
other  similar  institutions  ? 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  the  Thames  Ui^ 
School  WQS  on  a  different  footing  as  compai«d 
with  the  others  named  by  the  honorable  meoiber. 
The  school  at  the  Thames  had  not  yet  been 
started.  Sums  had  been  put  on  the  estimates 
for  schools  now  in  operation.  The  Government 
intended  next  session  to  bring  down  a  proposition 
to  deal  with  all  those  high  schools  upon  some 
uniform  plan.  With  regard  to  the  Auckland 
Girls'  High  School,  that  was  a  school  established 
before  the  abolition  of  the  provinces.  It  was  an 
eminently  successful  institution;  but,  if  it  were 
not  assisted  at  the  present  time,  it  was  likely  to 
break  down  altogetner,  and  therefore  required 
immediate  ntt-ention.  The  same  remark  applied 
to  the  Wellington  Collepe.  With  regard  to  the 
New  Plymouth  High  School,  a  sum  was  placed 
on  the  estimates  in  accordance  with  a  strict  pro- 
mise made  by  the  Government. 

MINERS*  RIGHTS  FEES. 
Mr.    SHEEHAN    asked    the    GoTemment, 
Whether  or  not  it  is  their  intention  to  take  step* 
during  the  present  session  to  equalize  the  fees 
for  miners'  rights  throughout  the  colony  ? 

Mr.  OLIVER  replied  that  when  the  honor- 
able member  gave  notice  of  this  question  it  was 
:  proposed  that  the  miners'  rights  fees  should  be 
I  reduced  to  one-half  the  former  amount.  That 
,  proposal  had  since  been  rejected  by  tlie  Legis- 
I  lative  Council,  and  consequently  the  late  rate 
'  would  still  exist. 

I 

,         OXFORD-SHEFFIELD  RAILWAY. 
;      Mr.  MOORHOUSE  asked   the  Minister   for 
I  Public  Works,  Whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
I  Government  to  proceed  with  the  construction  of 
•  the  Oxford  and  Sheffield  RaUway  ?     H#  wonid 
merely  point  out  that  the  construction  of  thk 
railway  was  a  very  necessary  work,  and  he  had  it 
on  excellent  authority  that  the  whole  cost  in- 
volved in  the  construction  of  the  railway  would 
be  only  £15,000.      The  work   had   been    pro- 
mised for  a  long  time,  and  the  inhabitante  were 
anxiously  looking  out  for  the  fulfilment  of  the 

promise.    

Mr.  OLIVER  said  the  Government  reoognixed 
the  desirability  of  having  the  line  constructed, 
'  and  their  decision  would  be  made  known  when 
the  Public  Works  Statement  was  brought  for- 
ward. 

ARTILLERY  CORPS, 
Mr.  SHANES  asked  the  Government,  Whether 
they  will  decline  to  accept  the  services  of  any 
more  artillery  companies  until  thoee  already  in 
existence  shall  have  been  fully  equipped  with 
smiUl  arms  and  e:uns  ?  He  thought  it  was  highly 
desirable  that  the  artillery  companies  already  in 
existence  should  be  rendered  thoroughly  effimnt 
before  the  Government  accepted  tlM  services  of 
any  more  companies. 

Mr.  HALL  replied  that  the  Government,  at 
the  nreeent  time,  did  not  favour  the  formation 
of  additional  Volunteer  corps,  on  aooount  of  the 
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ezpenditare  inTolred  in  capitation  allowance. 
They  considered  that  existing  corps  bad  a  claim  to 
be  armed  before  those  to  be  called  into  existence. 

Mr.  SHANKS  asked  the  GoTemment,  If  thej 
intend  to  secure  the  serrices  of  an  officer  of  the 
Bojal  Artillery  as  Instructor  to  the  officers  of 
the  New  Zealand  Volunteer  Artillery  ? 

Mr.  HALL  said  application  had  been  made  to 
the  G-oTemment  on  this  subject.  Tlicy  found 
that  to  secure  the  serrices  of  a  Royal  Artillery 
Instructor  would  inTolve  an  annual  cost  of  £600, 
and  the  Government  did  not  feel  justified  in 
going  to  that  expense.  The  present  arrange- 
ment for  providing  instruction  for  the  several 
batteries  was  as  follows :  The  Artillery  sergeant 
in  Otago  instructed  Dunedin  and  Invercargill  j 
the  one  in  Canterbury,  Christchurch  and 
Timaru ;  Nelson  was  visited  each  jear  from 
either  Wellington  or  Auckland ;  and  at  Napier 
a  sergeant  of  the  Armed  Constabulary,  a  Marine 
Artillerjman,  who  was  a  competent  instructor, 
was  detached  from  the  Taupo  Division  to  drill 
the  battery. 

INVERCARGILL  MINING  COMPANIES. 

Mr.  B.\IN  asked  the  Minister  of  Justice,  If 
he  will  issue  instructions  to  the  Registrar  of  the 
Supreme  Court  at  Invercargill  to  register  mining 
companies  there,  in  accordance  with  the  opinion 
expressed  by  the  Premier  on  Friday  last  ? 

Mr.  HALL  said  that,  since  giving  an  answer  to 
a  similar  question  on  a  former  occasion,  he  found 
there  was  some  difficulty  in  carrying  out  the 
arrangement  intended.  The  Government,  there- 
fore, proposed  to  insert  in  the  Mining  Companies 
Bill,  which  had  been  sent  to  the  other  branch  of 
the  Legislature,  a  clause  which  would  provide  for 
the  registration  suggested  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber. 

SOUTHLAND  RAILWAYS. 

Mr.  H.  HIRST  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  If  the  report  ordered  by  the  late  Govern- 
ment on  the  railway  from  Orawai  to  Mararoa, 
and  all  information  regarding  a  line  of  railway  I 
from  Opio  Junction  to  Orawai,  and  the  Otautau  I 
to  Nightcaps  line,  will  be  laid  before  this  House  ?  | 

Mr.  OLIVER  replied  that  there  would  be  no  : 
objection  to  give  the  information  required,  but  it  1 
would  not  be  ready  for  some  weeks  yet.  j 

THORNBURY-OTAUTAU  TELEGRAPH,  i 
Mr.  H.  HIRST  asked  the  Minister  for  Tele-  | 
graphs,  If  the  Government  will  at  once  call  for 
tenders  for  the  supply  of  telegraph  posts  from 
Thorn  bury  Junction  to  Otautau  ;  and  also  have  a 
telegraph  station  and  post  office  erected  at  Thorn- 
bury  Junction  ? 

Mr.  HALL  replied  that  as  soon  as  the  railway 
approached  completion  the  Government  would 
call  for  tenders  for  the  supply  of  posts.  Wlien 
the  railway  was  opened,  the  stationmaster  would 
be  able  to  act  as  postmaster  and  telegraph  officer. 

LANDTAX. 
Mr.  TURNBULL,  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Ballance, 
asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  If  he  will  lay  before 
this  House  a  return  showing  the  amount  of  land- 


tax  annually  payable  on  lands  held  from  the 
Crown  on  lease  and  license  in  the  different  land- 
tax  districts  ? 

Major  ATKINSON  replied  that  there  would 
be  no  objection  to  lay  the  return  asked  for  on  the 
table. 

PATUTAHI  DRAIN. 

Mr.  McDonald  asked  the  Government,  If 
they  will  place  a  sufficient  sum  of  money  on  the 
estimates  to  provide  for  the  completion  of  the 
Patutahi  drain,  in  accordance  with  promise  made 
at  the  time  of  the  Patutahi  land  sale  ? 

Mr.  OLIVER  said  that  tenders  had  been 
called  for  this  work,  but  did  not  bring  about  any 
response.  Instructions  had  been  given  to  the 
engineer  to  go  on  with  the  first  {)ortion  of  the 
work,  and  call  for  tenders  for  the  second  portion. 

GISBORNE  BRIDGE. 

Mr.  McDonald  asked  the  Government,  If 
they  will  place  a  sufficient  sum  upon  the  esti- 
mates to  provide  for  the  construction  of  a  bridge 
over  the  Turanganui  River  at  Gisbome? 

Mr.  OLIVER  replied  that  the  construction 
of  this  bridge  woultt  involve  an  expenditure  of 
between  £3,000  and  £4,000.  It  would  be  con- 
sidered before  the  estimates  were  framed. 

LAND-TAX. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  asked  the  Government,  If 
they  will  lay  before  this  House  a  return  showing 
the  amount  of  land-tax  payable  in  each  of  the 
provincial  districts  ? 

Major  ATKINSON  stated  that  there  would 
be  no  objection  to  lay  the  return  asked  for  on  the 
table,  if  the  honorable  gentleman  would  furnish 
him  with  the  particulars  of  what  he  wanted. 

MEMBERS  OF  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY 
EXPENSES  BILL. 

Mr.  HALL,  in  moving  the  second  reading  of 
this  Bill,  said  it  had  been  introduced  in  com- 
pliance with  a  resolution  of  the  House  asking 
the  Government  to  assist  in  defining  by  Statute 
what  payment  should  be  made  to  members  on 
account  of  their  expenses.  The  Bill  provided  for 
the  continuance  of  the  arrangement  now  acted 
upon,  with  one  trifling  exception.  Instead  of 
the  sum  of  150  guineas,  now  paid  to  members 
residing  within  a  short  distance  of  the  seat  of 
Parliament,  the  Bill  proposed  that  the  sum  should 
be  £157.  The  Government  did  not  mean,  by  in- 
serting these  sums  in  the  Bill,  to  express  any 
opinion  of  their  own  as  to  what  the  amount  fairly 
receivable  by  members  for  their  expenses  should 
be.  They  had  inserted  the  sums  which  the  House 
had,  for  the  last  two  sessions,  decided  should  be 
paid  to  members.  They  recognized  that  this  was 
a  question  which  the  House  should  settle  for  it- 
self. If  they  had  inserted  a  smaller  sum,  it  would 
not  have  been  competent  for  the  House  to  raise 
it ;  but,  as  they  had  proposed  the  sum  which  was 
now  being  paid,  it  would  be  competent  for  the 
House  in  Committee  to  reduce  it.  The  Bill  left 
the  fullest  liberty  of  action  to  the  House  in  this 
matter.  He  quite  concurred  in  the  desirability 
of  having  the  question  settled  by  Statute,  and  that 
it  should  not  be  discussed  session  after  session,  as 
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it  was  one  which  it  was  yery  undesirablo  to  bring 
before  the  House  too  frequently. 

Mr.  KELLT  said  it  was  no  doubt  a  very  pro- 
per thing  for  members  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatiTes  to  take  the  responsibility  of  fixing 
their  own  honorarium,  but  he  thought  a  similar 
opportunity  ought  to  be  giyen  to  the  members  of 
the  Legislatiye  Council.  As  the  Bill  now  stood, 
that  branch  of  the  Legislature  would  hare  no 
opportunity  of  expressing  in  a  definite  manner 
its  opinion  as  to  the  sum  which  should  be  paid 
to  its  members,  and  the  whole  responsibility  was 
therefore  thrown  on  the  House  of  Representa- 
tiyes,  which  he  did  not  think  it  was  prepared  to 
accept.  His  own  opinion  was,  that  the  Goyei*n- 
ment  should  have  brought  down  a  resolution 
fixing  the  honorarium  for  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  that  thpy  should  also  haye  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  to  the  Legislative  Council,  in 
order  that  the  members  of  that  branch  of  the 
Legislature  might  have  an  opportunity  of  express- 
ing their  opinion  as  to  the  amount  of  honorarium 
which  should  be  paid  to  them.  Then,  those 
resolutions  having  oeen  parsed,  and  each  House 
haying  agreed  to  a  fixed  sura,  they  could  be  intro- 
duced into  a  Bill  and  passed  without  any  dif- 
ficulty. If  the  Bill  were  passed  in  its  present 
shape  it  would  go  up  to  the  Legislative  Council 
as  a  money  BiU,  which  that  Chamber  could  either 
pass  or  reject,  but  would  have  no  opportunity 
of  expressing  an  opinion  upon  the  subject  by 
way  of  fixing  their  honorarium.  In  this  way  they 
would  be  acting  yery  unfairly  to  the  other  branch 
of  the  Legislature,  because  he  could  quite  under- 
stand that  its  members  were  just  as  desirous 
at  were  the  members  of  the  House  of  having 
something  to  say  on  this  matter,  and  taking  a 
fair  share  of  responsibility.  There  was  another 
point  to  bo  considered.  As  it  stood  at  present, 
the  Bill  gave  the  same  honorarium  to  members 
of  both  branches  of  the  Legislature.  There  was 
no  doubt  that  under  the  system  of  triennial  Par- 
liaments the  election  expenses  of  members  of  the 
House  would  be'  considerably  increased.  The 
members  of  the  Upper  Chamber  wore  free  from 
contested  elections,  they  being  appointed  for  life  ; 
and  they  also  had  conferred  upon  them  tlie  title 
of  "  Honorable."  Taking  all  the  circumstances 
into  consideration,  he  thought  there  ought  to  be 
some  difference  in  the  amount  paid  to  each.  The 
Legislative  Council  should  at  any  rate  take  the 
responsibility  on  its  own  shoulders  of  fixing  its 
honorarium. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  approved  to  a  yery  large  ex- 
tent of  the  ideas  of  the  honorable  member  for 
New  Plymouth,  and  thought  his  view  would  be 
met  by  a  proposal  which  he  (Mr.  Speight)  would 
make  in  Committee  to  strike  out  the  words  '*  the 
Legislative  Council  or "  in  tho  2nd  clause ;  so 
that  it  would  read,  "  The  te*ra  *  member '  means 
a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives." 
That  would  leave  the  Upper  House  free  alto- 
gether. He  quite  agreed  with  the  honorable 
member  that  that  House  should  fix  its  own 
honorarium,  or,  at  least,  give  a  significant  sound 
as  to  what  they  thought  they  should  get.  His 
opinion  was,  that  they  would  be  much  better 
pleased  if  they  had  none. 
Mr,  Hall 


Mr.  DICK  did  not  think  it  would  be  adyiaable 
to  leave  this  matter  in  the  hands  of  the  Legisla- 
tive Council.  He  did  not  approve  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  letting  that  branch  of  the  Legislature 
have  anything  to  do  with  money  Bills.  If  the 
House  had  any  cash  matters  to  consider,  let  it 
take  them  into  its  own  hands,  and  send  the  Bill 
up  either  for  acceptance  or  rejection  by  the 
Legislative  Council.  It  seemed  to  him  that  they 
ought  to  adhere  to  the  principle  that  that  House 
alone  should  see  after  the  expenditure  and  appro- 
priation of  the  moneys  of  the  country,  and  there- 
fore ho  would  oppose  the  proposition  of  the 
honorable  member  for  New  Plymouth. 

Mr.  HALL,  with  reference  to  the  suggeetion 
of  the  honorable  member  for  New  Plymouth, 
thought  there  was  hardly  ground  for  the  objec- 
tion that  it  would  be  allowing  the  Legislative 
Council  to  interfere  with  a  money  Bill.  It  would, 
he  thought,  not  be  inappropriate,  if  the  Legisla- 
tive Council  thought  fit,  that  it  should  express  its 
opinion  on  the  subject  of  the  honorarium  to  be 
paid  to  its  own  members;  and  perhaps  when 
the  fact  that  this  Bill  was  before  the  House  was 
officially  known  to  the  Legislative  Council  it  might 
take  that  view  of  the  question.  With  regard 
to  the  question  whether  any  honorarium  at  all 
should  be  paid  to  the  members  of  the  Legislative 
Council,  he  decidedly  differed  from  the  opinion 
expressed  by  the  honorable  member  for  Auck- 
land City  East.  It  had  been  asserted  more  than 
once  that  property  was  the  only  qualification  for 
members  of  the  Legislative  Council.  He  entirely 
denied  that  proposition,  and  he  should  deprecate 
anything  which  would  tend  to  make  property  an 
indispensable  qunlification  for  a  seat  in  the  Legis- 
lative Council.  There  were  many  members  of  the 
community  whose  character,  whose  abilities,  and 
whose  services  to  the  State  would  warrant  the 
belief  that  giving  them  a  seat  in  the  Legislative 
Council  would  be  a  wise  and  politic  thing,  but 
whose  pecuniary  circumstances  might  not,  with- 
out honorarium,  enable  them  to  attend  three 
or  four  months  in  Wellington  without  greater 
sacrifice  than  they  could  possibly  bear.  He 
thought  it  would  be  very  much  to  be  lamented 
that  persons  possessing  those  qualifications  should 
be  excluded  from  the  Legislative  Council  by  any 
such  provision  as  the  honorable  gentleman  sug- 
gested. They  should  not  endeavour  to  narrow 
tiio  cla^s  of  persons  from  whom  members  of  the 
Council  might  be  selected  :  on  the  contrary,  they 
should  endeavour  to  widen  the  range  as  much  as 
possible,  so  as  to  include  all  those  citizens  whose 
services  might  be  of  use  to  the  country. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

REGULATION  OF  ELECTIONS  BILL. 

This  Bill  was  further  considered  in  Committee. 

Clause  28. — Questions  put  to  persons  offering 
to  vote.  "  Have  you  already  voted  at  the  present 
election  for  any  electoral  district  in  the  colony  ?" 

Mr.  HALL  moved.  That  the  words  "for  any 
electoral  district  in  the  colony  "  be  omitted. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
omitted  stand  part  of  the  clause ;  upon  which 
a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  following 
result ; — 
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Ayct         

Noes        

Majority  against . . 


26 
82 


Mr.  Allwright, 
Mr.  Andrews, 
Mr.  Barron, 
Mr.  Dick, 
Mr.  Finn, 
Mr.  J.  B.  Fisher, 
Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Gubome, 
Major  Harris, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Ireland, 
Mr.  Lundon, 
Mr.  McDonald, 

Mr.  Acton  Adams, 
Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Bain, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Captain  Colbeck, 
Mr.  Driver, 
Mr.  Fulton, 
Mr.  Oibbs, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  H.  Hirst, 
Mr.  W.  J.  Hurst, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  Leyin, 
Mr.  Masters, 
Mr.  McCaughan, 
Mr.  McLean, 


Atbs. 

Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Moss, 
Mr.  Beid, 
Mr.  Seddon, 
Mr.  Shephard, 
Mr.  Sbrimski, 
Mr.  Speight, 
Mr.  Stewart, 
Mr.  Thomson, 
Colonel  Trimble. 

Tell^s. 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  George. 

Noes. 

Mr.  Olirer, 
Mr.  Ormond, 
Mr.  Richmond, 
Mr.  Richardson, 
Mr.  RoUeston, 
Mr.  Saunders, 
Mr.  Steyens, 
Mr.  Studholme, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Mr.  Wakefield, 
Dr.  Wallis, 
Mr.  Whyte, 
Major  Willis. 

Tellers. 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Whitaker. 


Paibs. 
For,  Affoinat. 

Mr.  Ballance,  Captain  Russell, 

Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Brandon, 

Sir  G.  Grey,  Mr.  Bryce, 

Mr.  Turnbiill.  Mr.  Wright. 

The  amendment  was  consequently  agreed  to. 
Mr.  MONTGOMERY  mored,  That,  after  the 
words,  "  at  the  present  election,"  the  words  "  in 
more  than"   be  added,   with  n  view  of  subse- 
quently adding  the  word  '*  one." 

Question  put,  "  That  t  he  words  proposed  to  be 
added  be  there  added ;"  upon  which  a  division 
was  called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         29 

Noes         30 


Majority  against... 



Ates. 

Mr.  AUwright, 

Mr.  McDonald, 

Mr.  Andrews, 

Mr.  Moss, 

Mr.  Barron, 

Mr.  Reeves, 

Mr.  De  Lautour, 

Mr.  Reid, 

Mr.  Dick, 

Mr.  Seddon, 

Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher, 

Mr.  Shephard, 

Mr.  George, 

Mr.  Shnmski, 

Mr.  Gisbome, 

Mr.  Stewart, 

Major  Harris, 

Mr.  Tainui, 

Mr.  Hislop, 

Mr.  Tawhai, 

[    Mr.  Ireland, 
'    Captain  Kenny, 

Mr.  Levin, 
I    Mr.  Lundon, 

Mr.  Macandrew, 

Mr.  Acton  Adams, 
Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Bain, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Driver, 
Mr.  Fulton, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Hall. 
Mr.  H.  Hirst, 
Mr.  Hurstliouse, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  Masters, 
Mr.  McCaughan, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Oliver, 
Mr.  Ormond, 


Mr.  Thomson, 
I  Colonel  Trimble. 
I  Tellers, 

.  Mr.  Montgomery, 
I  Mr.  Speight. 
Noes. 

Mr.  Pitt, 
Mr.  Richmond, 
Mr.  Richardson, 
Mr.  RoUeston, 
Mr.  Saunders, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Studholme, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Dr.  Wallis, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 
Mr.  Whyte, 
Major  Willis. 


Tellers, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Wakefield. 
Paibs. 
For,  Against, 

Mr.  Ballance,  i  Captain  Russell, 

Mr.  Brown,  )  Mr.  Brandon, 

Sir  G.  Grey,  i  Mr.  Bryce, 

Mr.  TumbuU.  |  Mr.  Wright. 

The  amendment  was  consequently  negatived. 
Mr.  J.  B.  FISHER  moved.  That  the  following 
words  be  atlded :  "  or  more  than  twice  in  the 
colony." 

Question  put,  "That  the  words  proposed  to 
be  added  be  there  added ;"  upon  which  a  division 
was  palled  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         29 

Noes         81 


Majority  against... 



Ayes. 

Mr.  AUwright, 

Mr.  Reeves, 

Mr.  Antlrewf, 

Mr.  Reid, 

Mr.  Barron, 

Mr.  Seddon, 

Mr.  De  Laulour, 

Mr.  Shephard. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher, 

Mr.  Shrimski, 

Mr.  Gisborne, 

Mr.  Speight, 

Mr.  Hamlin, 

Mr.  Tainui, 

Major  Harris 

Mr.  Tawhai, 

Mr.  Hislop, 

Mr.  Thomson, 

Mr.  Ireland, 

Mr.  Tomoana, 

Mr.  Lundon, 

Mr.  Whitaker, 

Mr.  Macandrew, 

Mr.  Whyte. 

Mr.  McDonald, 

Tellers. 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

Mr.  George, 

Mr.  Moss, 

Mr.  Stewart. 

Nc 

>E8. 

Mr.  Acton  Adams, 

Mr.  Oliver, 

Major  Atkinson, 

Mr.  Ormond, 

Mr.  Bain, 

Mr.  Pitt, 

Mr.  Beetham, 

Mr.  Richmond, 

Mr.  Bowen, 

Mr.  Richardson, 

Mr.  Driver, 

Mr.  RoUeston, 

Mr.  Fulton, 

Mr.  Saunders, 

Mr.  Gibbs, 

Mr.  Stevens, 

Mr.  Hall, 

Mr.  Svranson, 

Mr.  H.  Hirst, 

Mr.  Wakefield, 
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'  Dr.  WalHs, 
i  Major  Willis, 
I  Mr.  Reader  Wood. 
I  Tellers. 

!  Mr.  Studholme, 
Mr.  Sulton. 

Faibs. 

Agcdntt. 
Captain  RuBiell, 
Mr.  Brandon,  ' 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Mr.  Wright. 


Mr.  W.  J.  Hurst, 
Mr.  Hurithouse, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Captain  Kenny, 
Mr.  McCaughan, 
Mr.  McLean, 

For. 
Mr.  Ballance, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Sir  Or.  Grey, 
Mr.  Tumbull. 
The  amendment  was  consequently  negatired. 
Clause  33. — Number  of  Totes  to  be  gixen  by 
each  voter. 

Mr.  HISLOP  moved  the  addition  of  the  fol- 
lowing words  :  "  and  shall  not  be  allowed  to  vote 
in  more  than  three  electoral  districts  at  any  gene- 
ral election." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
added  be  there  added ;"  upon  which  a  division 
was  called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 

Ayes         26 

Noes         27 

Majority  against 1 


Ates. 

Mr.  Allwright, 

Mr.  Seddon, 

Mr.  Andrews, 

Mr.  Shephard, 

Mr.  Barron, 

Mr.  Shrimski, 

Mr.  De  Lautour, 

Mr.  Speight, 

Mr.  Dick. 

Mr.  Stewart, 

Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher, 

Mr.  Tainui, 

Mr.  Gisbome, 

Mr.  Tawhai, 

Major  Harris, 

Mr.  Thomson. 

Mr.  Ireland, 

Mr.  Whitaker, 

Mr.  Lundon, 

Mr.  Whyte. 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

Mr.  Beeves, 

TeUers. 

Mr.  Reid, 

Mr.  George, 

Mr.  Saunders, 

Mr.  Hislop. 

No 

B8. 

Major  Atkinson, 

Mr.  Orroond, 

Mr.  Bain, 

Mr.  Pitt, 

Mr.  Beetliam, 

Mr.  Richardson, 

Mr.  Bowen, 

Mr.  Rolleston, 

Mr.  Driver, 

Mr.  St*. yens. 

Mr.  Fulton, 

Mr.  Studholme, 

Mr.  Gibbs, 

Mr.  Swanson, 

Mr.  Hall, 

Mr.  Tomoana, 

Mr.  H.  Hirst, 

Colonel  Trimble, 

Mr.  W.  J.  Hurst, 

Mr.  Wakefield, 

Mr.  Hursthouse, 

Dr.  Wallis. 

Mr.  McCaughan, 

Tellers. 

Mr.  McLean, 

Mr.  Richmond, 

Mr.  Oliver, 

Mr.  Sutton. 

Pa 

IBS. 

For. 

Against. 

Mr.  Ballance, 

Captain  Russell, 

Mr.  Brown, 

Mr.  Brandon, 

Mr.  Finn, 

Csptain  Colbeck, 

Sir  G.  Grey, 

Mr.  Bryce, 

Mr.  Macandrew, 

Mr.  Acton  Adams, 

Mr.  Moss, 

Major  WiUis, 

Mr.  TurnbuU. 

Mr.  Wright. 

Mr.J.B.Fither 

The  amendment  was  consequently  negatived. 

Progress  was  reported,  and  \tkrt  given  to  sit 
again. 

SUPPLY. 

On  the  motion  for  going  into  Committee  of 
Supply, 

Mr.  MACANDREW  said,— Before  you  leave 
the  chair,  Sir,  I  desire  to  express  non-acquiescenoe 
in  the  financial  proposals  which  have  been  sub- 
mitted by  the  Colonial  Treasurer.  Before  sitting 
down  I  shall  move  that  these  proposals  are  un- 
satisfactory,  and  I  shall  endeavour,  in  as  few 
words  as  I  can,  to  state  the  reasons — at  all  events, 
the  principal  reasons  —  why,  in  my  opinion,  they 
are  unsatisfactorv.  It  appears  from  the  Financial 
Statement  that  the  ordinary  revenue  for  the  cur- 
rent year  will  fall  short  of  the  expenditure  by 
somewhere  about  £800,000.  That,  at  all  events, 
is  the  amount  of  deficiency  which  has  been  arrived 
at  on  paper.  How  far  those  figures  can  be  re- 
garded as  accurate,  I  shall  not  inquire.  I  shall 
leave  that  to  gentlemen  who  will  follow  me,  who 
are  greater  experts  in  figures  than  I  can  pretend 
to  be.  I  think  I  can  understand  a  plain  state- 
ment of  accounts,  showing  on  the  one  side  the 
actual  receipts  and  the  estimated  revenue  for  the 
year,  and  on  the  other  the  actual  expenditure 
and  the  actual  obligations :  at  the  same  time,  I 
confess  that  I  am  no  adept  in  finance — at  all 
events,  in  colonial  finance.  I  am  no  adept  in 
that  kind  of  finance  which,  cm  the  16th  October 
last,  promulgated  to  the  world  that  the  Public 
Works  Department  of  this  colony,  of  which  I 
was  the  head,  had  entered  into  contracts  to  the 
extent  of  upwards  of  two  millions  of  money, 
the  whole  of  which  fell  due  and  would  have 
to  be  paid  by  the  30th  of  June  next.  I  am 
no  adept  at  that  kind  of  finance  which  sent 
brondr.ngt  over  the  world  the  statement  that  the 
Public  Works  Department  had  entered  into  con- 
tracts to  the  tune  of  two  millions  of  money ;  while 
the  fact  was,  that  the  whole  of  the  contracts 
entered  into  in  both  Islands  amounted  to  onlj 
£660,000.  I  must  sav  that  I  see  very  great 
cause  to  regret  the  reckless  statement — the  sen- 
sational statement,  I  may  call  it  —  which  was 
made  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer.  It  will  be 
recollected  that  in  the  last  session  of  the  last 
Parliament  a  short  Public  Works  Statement  was 
brought  down :  and  so  far  as  I  am  aware  that 
Statement  was  absolutely  correct  in  the  main.  It 
was  sent  to  England,  and  I  see  by  the  papers  just 
received  by  the  last  mail  that  it  has  been  very 
favourably  commented  on  by  the  Press  through- 
out the  length  and  breadth  of  the  United  King- 
dom. About  the  same  time  that  these  favourable 
comments  were  being  made,  however,  the  wire 
conveyed  to  the  Home-country  the  assertions  of  the 
Colonial  Treasurer.  What  the  effect  of  those  asser- 
tions will  be  upon  the  public  mind  in  England  I 
fear  to  think  :  it  must  be  very  prejudicial  indeed 
to  the  interests  of  the  colony.  I  must  say  that 
the  whole  thing  reminds  mo  of  Nero  fiddhng 
while  Rome  was  burning.  I  sliall  not  attempt 
to  dissect  the  figures  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
as  that  will  be  more  ably,  more  fully,  and  more 

I  satisfactorily  done   by  those  who  are  to  follow 
me ;  but,  whether  the  amount  of  the  deficiency 
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estimated  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer  prore  cor- 
rect or  not,  we  may  take  it  for  granted  that 
there  is  a  largo  deficiency  :  we  may  take  it  for 
granted  that  the  proposed  expenditure  for  the 
year  very  largely  exceeds  the  revenue.  Well, 
Sir,  one  of  the  cardinal  features' fofT^the^  Fi- 
nancial Statement  -which  was  submitted  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  was,  that  for  the  future  ex- 
penditure and  revenue  ought  to  bo  ''equalized." 
That,  I  think,  is  the  term  he  used.'^Now,  how 
is  it  proposed  to  equalize  them  ?  According  to 
the  Colonial  Treasurer,  nothing  in  the  world 
can  be  easier.  Granted  that  the  expenditure 
exceeds  the  revenue  by  £800,000,  all  that  we 
have  to  do  is  to  raise  the  rerenue  to  that  extent 
by  additional  taxation.  The  problem  is  solved 
at  once.  That  is  the  grand  discovery  we  haro 
arrived  at  in  our  colonial  finances.  I  confess  I 
should  have  been  much  better  pleased  if,  instead 
of  imposing  taxation  in  order  to  reach  this  equili- 
brium, the  honorable  gentleman  had  mode  some 
proposal  to  diminish  the  expenditure.  But  there 
is  not  one  word  about  diminishing  expenditure. 
Quite  the  contrary.  The  estimates  wliich  have 
been  placed  before  U9,  to  some  extent,  at  all 
events,  show  an  increase  on  the  proposed  expendi- 
ture of  the  year.  No  doubt  we  shall  be  told 
that  these  are  the  estimates  of  the  late  Govern- 
ment. I  do  not  know,  even  if  they  had  been, 
that  that  would  have  made  much  di£ference ; 
but  they  are  not  the  estimates  of  the  late  Govern- 
ment. They  are  the  estimates  of  the  depart- 
mental officers,  and  hare  been  gone  through  by 
some  heads  of  departments ;  but  they  were  never 
submitted  to  Cabinet,  and  were  never  over- 
hauled there,  so  that  they  cannot  be  called  the 
estimates  of  the  late  Govemipont.  If  the  honor- 
able gentleman  had  even  proposed  to  equalize  the 
revenue  and  expenditure  by  increasing  the  taxa- 
tion by  a  given  sum,  and  by  diminishing  the  ex- 
penditure by  a  given  sum,  then  that  would  have 
been  more  satisfactory.  We  could  hive  under- 
stood that;  there  would  have  been  some  gleam 
of  hope  in  that.  But  nothing  of  the  sort.  All 
the  honorable  gentleman  proposes  to  do  is  to  in- 
crease the  revenue  by  means  of  taxation.  That 
is  the  grand  discovery  which  he  has  got  hold  of, 
apparently.  Now,  Sir,  I  hold  that  the  present 
taxation  of  the  country  is  quite  as  much — as  I 
believe,  a  great  deal  more  —  than  we  can  easily 
bear.  I  have  no  objection  whatever  to  your 
changing  the  incidence  of  taxation  as  much  as 
you  please,  provided  that  by  so  doing  you  can 
make  the  burden  bear  more  equally  on  the  popu- 
lation. To  that  there  can  be  no  objection.  But, 
so  far  as  I  can  see,  under  no  circumstances  should 
we  be  justified  in  imposing  on  the  people  addi- 
tional burdens  at  this  moment.  I  say,  under  no 
circumstances  should  we  be  justified;  in  doing 
that,  unless  to  meet  the  claims  of  the  public 
creditor.  I  belieye  tliat  all  honorable  gentle- 
men will  admit  that  —  that  we  must  submit 
to  an^  amount  of  additional  taxation  if  neces- 
sary in  order  to  meet  our  engagemente  and  to 
pay  our  just  debts.  I  believe  we  shall  all  ad- 
mit that.  But,  Sir,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned, 
I  shall  not  agree  to  one  sixpence  further  taxa- 
tion merely  to  keep  up  a  governmental  machine 


which  has  vastly  outgrown,  I  should  say,  the 
necessary  requirements  of  this  young  country; 
for,  after  all,  we  are  a  young  community,  and  not 
much  out  of  our  teens  yet.  I  tliink  in  New  Zea- 
land we  have  been  living  beyond  our  means,  and 
revenue  and  loan  have  got  mixed  up  together  in 
some  mysterious  way  which  very  few  people  can 
understand  or  comprehend.  I  very  much  fear 
that  that  is  so.  This  is  a  position  which  is  not 
the  creation  of  yesterday.  Whv,  I  myself  have 
repeatedly  anticipated  this,  and  have  called  at- 
tention to  it  on  various  occasions.  I  have  felt 
that  you  might  as  well  talk  to  the  deaf  adder 
as  to  this  House,  until  the  shoe  began  to  pinch. 
I  felt  that  we  shoiUd  go  on  eating  and  drinking, 
marrying  and  giving  in  marriage,  until  increased 
taxation  should  stare  us  in  the  face.  And  there 
is  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  the  flood  is  now  at 
our  door,  and  nothing  can  avert  it  but  a  finan- 
cial revolution,  which  will  bring  about  the  equili- 
brium in  a  manner  entirely  di£ferent  from  that 
proposed  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer.  If  we  are  to 
equalize  revenue  and  expenditure,  it  leems  to  me 
we  must  rely  upon  the  pruning-knife  rather  than 
the  tax-gatherer's  wand.  I  am  quite  aware  that 
this  is  a  proposition  which  presents  enormous  cUf- 
ficulties,  and  no  Government  will  have  recourse 
to  it  unless  absolutely  forced  to  do  so,  not  merely 
by  this  House,  but  by  the  still  sterner  mandate 
of  an  empty  treasury.  I  cannot  oonceive  any 
more  ungracious  task  for  any  Government  than 
that  of  having  to  apply  the  pruning-knife  to  the 
extent  to  which  it  is  absolutely  necessary  it  should 
be  applied  in  this  country.  I  hare  had  some 
small  experience  in  this  matter.  In  the  Province 
of  Otago,  a  good  many  years  ago,  we  suffered 
from  the  efiects  of  financial  intoxication,  brought 
about  by  the  gold  discoveries,  and  we  got  pretty 
much  into  the  same  position  as  the  colony  has 
now  got  into — that  is  to  say,  we  had  outrun  the 
constable ;  'and  we  had  to^puU  up.  The  Provin- 
cial Council  and  the  Executive  made  lots  of  good 
resolutions  on  the  subject,  but  no  one  ventured 
to  carry  these  out.  But  at  last  it  fell  to  the 
Superintendent,  who  took  the  whole  responsi- 
bility upon  his  own  shoulders.  The  result  was, 
that  "at  one  fell  swoop,"  if  I  recollect  rightly, 
we  cut  down  the  expenditure  of  the  Gk>vemment 
some  £15,000  a  year ;  and  if  any  man  ever  passed 
six  months  in  purgatory  that  man  was  your 
humble  servant.^  For  six  long  months  the  fathers 
and  the  mothers,  the  brothers  and  the  sisters,  the 
cousins,  the*uncles  |and  the  aunts,  in  fact,  all  the 
connections  of  those  who  had  been  deprived  of 
their  ofllciol  positions,  besieged  roe;  and  I  be- 
lieve at  the  succeeding^election  I  must  have  lost 
— indeed  I  know  I  did  lose — several  hundred  votes 
which  were  given  to  my  opponent,  and  which  other- 
wise I  should  have  received.  That  is  my  experi- 
ence of  retrenchment  and  entting-down  upon  a 
wholesale  scale.  But  on  that  occasion  we  did  not 
reduce  salaries,  with  the  exception  of  the  salary  of 
the  Superintendent,  which  was  reduced  80  per 
cent.  All  the  others,  if  I  remember  rightly,  re- 
mained the  same.  What  we  did  was  to  amalgamate 
offices,  and  to  do  away  with  a  good  many  ;  and  it 
seems  to  me  the  same  thing  might  be  done  by  us 
now — with  this  difference,  perhaps :  that  reduc- 
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tions  miglit  also  be  made  to  a  large  extent  in  the 
higher  salaries.  I  recollect  that  some  jears  ago 
I  submitted  a  propotal  to  this  House  to  reduce 
all  the  salaries  on  a  sliding  scale,  beginning  at 
25  per  cent,  on  the  higher  salaries,  and  coming 
down  until  we  reached  those  at  £300 ;  but  nothing 
came  of  it :  and  I  remember  well  that  I  coula 
not  go  down  the  Wellington  Beach  without  seeing 
mjself  pointed  at,  and  bearing  the  remark,  "There 
goes  old  Five-and-twenty-per-cent."  I  have  said 
that  nothing  but  a  financial  rerolution  can  save 
us  from  enormous  additional  taxation.  Perhaps  I 
shall  be  asked  what  I  mean  bj  a  financial  rero- 
lution. What  I  mean  is  this :  that  we  should 
reverse  the  system  under  which  we  hare  acted 
in  the  past.  That  is  to  say,  that,  instead  of 
first  voting  the  necessary  services  and  afterwards 
finding  the  money,  we  should  in  future  find  the 
money  first,  and  vote  the  services  afterwards.  I 
think,  in  other  words,  that  the  measure  of  our 
necessary  services  should  be  exactly  the  extent  to 
which  we  can  afibrd  to  pay  for  them.  I  know 
that  this  is  heterodoxy  in  the  opinion  of  some  of 
our  financial  Quidnuncs,  but  still  I  believe  that 
that  is  the  kind  of  finance  we  require  in  this  coun- 
try. Although  the  analogy  may  not  be  strictlv 
sound,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  same  principle  which 
governs  the  finance  of  the  individual  should  also 
control  that  of  the  State.  What  does  a  prudent 
man  do  when  he  finds  himself  getting  behind- 
hand P  He  reduces  his  expenditure.  He  curtails 
the  number  of  his  horses,  carriages,  liveried  ser- 
vants, and  so  on.  He  dispenses  with  the  orna- 
mental, and  goes  in  for  the  useful.  Luxuries  have 
to  give  place  to  necessaries ;  and  that  is  what  I 
maintain  that  we  in  New  Zealand,  as  a  community, 
are  now  called  upon  to  do.  No  financial  proposals 
will  be  satisfactory  which  have  not  this  object  in 
view.  No  doubt  such  a  policy  may  be  productive 
of  considerable  individual  hardship.  However, 
hardship  or  no  hardship,  I  take  it  it  must  be 
done,  unless  you  are  prepared  to  go  in  for  taxing 
the  community  far  beyond  what  you  are  entitled 
to  do,  and  far  bejond  what  the  community  can 
bear.  We  are  called  upon  to  make  a  choice : 
on  the  one  hand,  we  cannot  avoid  infiicting  tem- 
porary hardship ;  on  the  other  hand,  we  must 
impose  a  permanent  burden  which  will  weieh 
very  heavily  upon  every  man,  woman,  and  chud 
in  the  colony  in  the  years  to  come.  I  have  said 
that  such  a  course  of  policy  may  cause  individual 
hardship.  But  it  seems  to  me  this  hardship  may 
be  mitigated,  and  possibly  may  result  in  a  bless- 
ing to  the  colony.  Honorable  members  may 
smile ;  but  I  do  not  see  any  reason,  if  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  times  require  that  we  should  dis- 
pense with  the  services  of  two  or  three  hundred 
officials,  why  we  should  not  give  them  free  grants 
of  land— say  fifty  or  a  hundred  acres  each — by 
way  of  con>penMition,  so  that  they  may  settle  on  it. 
In  this  way  they  will  become  producers  as  well  as 
consumers.  What  we  want  to  do  is  to  lessen  the 
number  of  drones  in  the  hive.  I  know  I  am 
preaching  treason  by  talking  in  this  way ;  but,  at 
the  same  time,  necessity  knows  no  law,  and  I  be- 
lieve necessity  requires  some  such  action  as  this. 
Another  phase  of  what  I  understand  by  a  finan- 
cial revolution  would  be  the  localization  of  the 
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functions  of  government  to  the  utmost  extent. 
For  example,  I  should  give  the  control  of  the 
police  into  the  hands  of  the  local  bodies — ooon- 
ties  and  municipalities — and  make  them  support 
that  institution.  I  am  certain  that  if  you  did 
that  it  would  effect  a  great  saving  in  a  very  abort 
time.  I  should  say  the  same  as  regards  educAtkm. 
I  believe  this  House  committed  the  greatest  pos* 
sihle  blunder  in  making  the  cost  of  educating  the 
people  a  charge  upon  the  Consolidated  Fand. 
Although  we  did  not  see  where  we  were  going 
at  that  time  —  neither  do  we  now  aee  where  we 
are  going  by  continuing  so  to  charge  it  —  un- 
doubtedly it  cast  an  enormous  burden  upon  the 
people,  which  must  hereafter  be  much  more 
serious  than  honorable  members  seem  inclined  to 
anticipate.  I  believe  education  eould  have  been 
enforced  just  as  well  if  the  burden  had  not  been 
cast  upon  the  consolidated  revenue ;  while,  if  it 
had  been  remitted  to  the  local  bodies  to  deal  with, 
the  cost  would  have  ]>een  infinitely  less  than  it  b 
now  likely  to  be.  As  I  have  used  the  term  "finan- 
cial revolution,"  perhaps  I  had  better  define  what 
I  mean  more  particularly ;  and  mv  meaning  is 
this :  that  those  who  spend  money  should  raise  it, 
and  those  who  raise  it  should  spend  it.  If  you 
adopt  that  maxim,  you  get  rid  of  an  enormous 
difficulty.  You  at  once  get  rid  of  the  aubsidies 
to  local  bodies,  and  of  the  paymente  to  School 
Boards;  so  that,  instead  of  increasing  taxatxim 
by  the  colony,  it  might  be  greatly  diminished. 
I  have  perhaps  said  more  than  is  neceasaiy; 
but,  at  any  rate,  what  I  have  said  is  Sufficient 
to  indicate  why  I  think  the  proposals  of  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  are  unsatisfactory.  I  regret 
that  before  this  discussion  came  on  we  bad 
not  the  Public  Works  Statement  before  ua.  H 
the  public -works  proposals  turn  out  as  I  fear 
they  will,  then  the  financial  proposals  of  the 
Government  will  be  doubly  unsatisfactory,  to  my 
mind.  There  can  be  no  question  that  we  have 
got  into  a  position  of  very  great  difficulty.  I  do 
not  blame  the  present  Government  nor  any  other 
GK>vemment  for  it.  The  force  of  oircumstanoes 
has  been  combining  for  years  to  place  us  in  the 
difficulty  we  are  now  placed  in.  I  do  not  think  it 
is  a  matter  of  blame  to  any  particular  Govern- 
ment ;  but,  if  any  Government  is  to  blame,  it  u 
the  *'  continuous  Ministry : "  and  there  is  very 
little  of  that  element  in  the  present  Blinistiy. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  we  are  now  paying  the 

{)enalty  for  two  very  serious  blunders  which  we 
lave  committed.  One  of  these  blundera  was  our 
insisting  upon  the  public  works  policy  being  ad- 
ministered altogetlier  differently  from  what  was 
intended  by  Sir  Julius  Vogel  at  ita  inception ; 
and,  if  by  any  possibility  we  could  go  back  and 
adhere  to  the  plan  upon  which  he  intended  the 
scheme  to  be  accomplished,  I  believe  it  would  yet 
be  of  immense  benefit  to  the  country.  And, 
Sir,  the  other  blunder  which  we  have  made,  and 
for  which  we  are  now  paying  the  penalty  in  a 
variety  of  ways,  is  that  thb  Legislature  wan- 
tonly destroyed  the  best  system  of  local  self- 
government  that  ever  was  conferred  upon  any 
community.  I  consider  that  was  a  great  crime, 
not  a  blunder.  It  was  a  crime,  and  one  which  is 
now  reacting  vezy  disadyantageously  upon  the 
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position  of  affairs  in  the  count  ry.  I  take  it  we 
are  now  called  upon  to  pay  for  both  those  great 
blunders — or  crimes,  as  we  might  well  call  tnera. 
What  llie  upshot  of  the  whole  will  be  I  confess  it 
is  Tery  difficult  to  foresee.  There  is  one  thing, 
liowerer,  Tery  clear — that  it  will  take  us  all  our 
time  to  get  the  ship  of  State  into  smooth  water 
again.  Of  that  I  am  perfectly  well  satisfied.  Sir, 
I  fchall  not  occupy  your  time  any  longer ;  but  I 
shall  move,  That  the  financial  proposals  of  the 
Government  are  unsatisfactory. 

Mr.  OLIVER. — Sir,  I  resemble  my  predecessor 
in  the  office  I  hold  in  one  thing,  at  any  rate,  and 
that  is,  that  I  very  seldom  trouble  this  IIouso 
with  many  obserTations  ;  and  I  will  endeavour 
to  follow  the  example  he  has  set  me  on  this 
occasion  also,  in  making  the  remarks  I  hare  to 
address  to  you.  I  can  thoroughly  accept  the 
proposition  he  has  just  submitted  to  the  Ilouse, 
and  I  say  that  our  fiuancial  propositions  are 
eminently  unsatisfactory—unsatisifaclory  to  us 
much  more  than  to  the  country,  because  we  feel 
the  responsibility  of  proposing  such  heavy,  such 
grinding  taxation.  But  we  ^so  feel  that  there 
was  no  help  for  it.  When  we  came  into  office, 
following  the  extravagant  Government  that  pre- 
ceded us,  we  had  one  duty  placed  on  us — to  bring 
this  House  and  the  country  face  to  face  with 
their  real  situation  ;  and  it  is  only  by  facing  our 
difficulties  that  we  can  expect  to  overcome  them. 
We  on  this  side  of  the  House  have  been  accused 
of  wishing  to  impose  heavy  and  grinding  taxation 
on  the  people — that  is  to  say,  on  the  working- 
classes.  That  has  been  the  flag,  if  I  may  so 
term  it,  under  which  the  late  Premier  and  his 
colleagues  have  entered  the  fight.  They  have 
accuseid  us  of  wishing  to  protect  the  owners  of 
property  by  throwing  more  than  a  fair  share  of 
the  burdens  of  the  country  on  the  working-classes. 
But,  Sir,  our  proposals,  however  unsatisfactory 
—  as  I  confess  they  are  —  at  any  rate  prove 
that  that  accusation  cannot  truthfully  be  levelled 
against  us.  We  have,  for  the  first  time  in 
the  history  of  any  Ministry  in  this  colony,  en- 
deavoured 80  to  adjust  taxation  that  all  shall 
bear  their  fair  share  in  proportion  to  their  power 
to  bear  it.  We  might  have  adopted  such  ex- 
pedients as  would  haye  commended  themselves  to 
this  House  and  to  the  country  for  tiding  over  the 
difficulty.  We  might,  for  example,  have  proposed 
a  beer-tax :  but  that  would  have  fallen  most 
distinctly  upon  the  working-man.  We  might 
have  reimposed  the  tea  and  sugar  duties,  which 
were  most  wrongfully  taken  away  by  our  pre- 
decessors ;  but  they  would  also  have  borne  with 
especial  weight  upon  the  working-class.  We 
have  not  done  either.  And  yet  the  honorable 
gentleman  accuses  us  of  endeavouring  to  raise 
our  taxation  from  the  working-man.  I  say  we 
have  made  the  only  honest  eflbrt  to  raise  a 
proper  proportion  of  taxation  from  the  proper- 
tied cluss  of  this  colony.  We  are  accused  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  of  bringing  down  as  theirs 
estimates  that  he  and  his  colleagues  had  not  con- 
sidered. We  said  when  they  were  introduced  into 
this  House  that  these  were  not  our  estimates, 
that  we  had  not  had  time  to  fully  consider  the 
estimates  which  we  found  prepared.     Honorable 
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gentlemen  know  that  every  hour  of  our  lives,  with 
the  exception  of  the  few  hours  necessary  for  sleep, 
has  been  taken  up  in  the  duties  of  our  office  since 
we  came  upon  these  benches*,  and  it  is  there- 
fore well  known  by  every  honorable  gentleman 
that  we  have  not  had  time  thoroughly  to  recon- 
sider the  estimates  which  we  had  to  introduce. 
Hiose  estimates  we  found  prepared  to  our  hands 
by  our  predecessors,  and  yet  they  prove  to  be 
the  most  extravagant  eatiraates  ever  submitted  (o 
this  House.  Never  in  the  history  of  any  country 
were  such  extravagant  estimates  submitted  to 
Parliament;  and,  when  one  of  our  supporters 
objected  to  them,  what  did  the  Premier  say? 
He  accepted  the  criticism  at  once  as  representing 
his  own  opinion,  and  promised  that  any  salary 
above  £200  should  remain  as  it  was,  and  should 
not  be  increased  in  the  way  proposed  by  the  esti- 
mates before  us.  Those  estimates  show  an  in- 
crease in  almost  every  department.  These  are 
facts  which  are  before  the  House;  and  I  may 
add  that  before  the  estimates  were  introduced  we 
gave  notice  to  the  Civil  servants  throughout  the 
colony  that  they  need  not  expect  any  addition 
to  their  former  salaries.  We  are  quite  as  well 
aware  as  any  honorable  gentleman  of  the  urgent 
necessity,  in  the  position  in  which  we  find  our- 
selves, of  extreme  economy.  We  know  this 
country  is  possibly  the  most  heavily-burdened  of 
any  British  colony,  and,  although  its  resources 
are  also  great,  we  know  we  must,  in  mercy  to  the 
people,  in  mercy  to  ourselves,  endeavour  to  ad- 
minister the  public  service  of  the  country  much 
more  cheaply  than  in  the  past.  The  honorable 
gentleman  has  alluded  to  what  he  has  termed 
the  misrepresentation  of  the  real  stai«  of  aflairt, 
and  in  doing  so  he  characterized  tlie  statement 
of  the  Treasurer,  as  to  the  obligations  which  have 
been  undertaken,  and  which  must  be  met  out  of 
the  proposed  loan,  as  being  incorrect.  He  added 
that,  even  taking  a  return  which  was  laid  on  the 
table,  it  showed  that  the  amount  of  those  obliga- 
tions was  only  £660,000.  It  may  suit  his  purpose 
to  try  to  confuse  the  statement  in  this  manner ; 
but  honorable  members  know  the  terms  in  which 
my  honorable  colleague  made  his  assertions,  and 
the  terms  in  which  the  honorable  member  for 
Port  Chalmers  has  just  alluded  to  them.  In 
one  case  they  were  contracts  and  liabilities  of 
all  sorts  that  must  be  borne  on  the  loan ;  in 
the  other  case  they  were  simply  a  return  of  the 
contracts  in  the  colony  to  which  the  contrao* 
tofs*  names  could  be  affixed.  The  differenoe  is 
very  large ;  but  there  is  no  doubt  of  the  truth- 
fulness of  my  honorable  colleague's  statement; 
and  the  Hoiue  will  very  soon  be  placed  in  posses- 
sion of  the  facts  in  such  a  form  as  to  enable 
honorable  members  to  judge  between  the  two 
statements.  The  statement  of  my  honorable  col- 
league included  liabilities  which  we  could  not 
ignore,  and  most  of  which  must  be  met  before 
the  30th  June  next.  They  amount  to  £2,200,000. 
Then  there  are  liabilities  for  the  purchase  of 
Native  lands  amounting  to  £1,100,000—1  speak 
in  round  numben ;  and  that  is  a  fact  which  can 
also  be  estAblishcd.  Then  we  have  the  deben- 
tures guaranteed  by  the  Imperial  Gt)vemment, 
£800,(K)0,  which  hare  to  be  kept  as  a  last  reiouroe, 
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so  that  we  maj  be  able  to  uee  tbera  in  case  of 
emergencj.  These  must  be  taken  out  of  bond, 
if  1  may  so  term  it.  Tliey  have  been  pledged  for 
advances,  and  in  order  to  enable  us  to  use  them  in 
the  future  they  must  be  recoTered.  That,  there- 
fore, is  £800,000  more.  Then  there  is  the  £360,000 
which  it  was  supposed  would  be  required  for 
contingent  defence;  and  there  is  the  £100,000 
debt  to  Canterbury  for  the  money  which  was 
improperly  deducted  from  her  Land  Fund  ;  and 
there  is  also  the  £54,000  taken  from  Otago. 
Thus,  without  counting  Otago's  share,  we  have 
£4,560,000 ;  and,  when  you  ^d  to  that  the  pro- 
bable cost  of  raiding  the  loan,  which  at  5  per  cent, 
amounts  to  £250,000,  the  whole  of  the  £5,000,000 
is  Tery  nearly  absorbed.  And  now.  Sir,  that  sum 
having  been  absorbed  in  this  way,  what  expecta- 
tion can  honorable  gentlemen  form  of  carrying 
out  the  grand  works  which  have  been  begun  ? 
In.  some  short  period  those  works  must  become 
a  burden  on  the  consolidated  revenue,  and  the 
money  to  be  expended  on  them  must  be  raised 
by  taxation.  Instead  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man's administration  of  pubUc  affairs  leading  to 
the  profit  ho  claims,  it  will,  I  believe,  rather  lead 
to  entire  disaster.  So  much  for  the  honorable 
gentleman's  talk  about  a  discrepancy  in  the  ac- 
counts. With  regard  to  his  criticism  of  the 
Public  Works  Statement,  which  is  not  yet  before 
us,  I  think  that  may  very  well  stand  over  until 
the  Statement  is  made.  I  do  not  know  what 
his  anticipations  with  regard  to  that  Statement 
may  be ;  but  I  hope,  however  disappointing  it 
may  be  found,  it  will  at  all  events  assure  this 
House  and  the  country  that  this  department 
is  administered  by  one  who  dares  to  look  mat- 
ters straight  in  the  face.  Sir,  if  the  late  Go- 
Tomment  had  stayed  in  office  six  months  longer 
I  believe  this  country  would  have  had  to  take 
up  the  wretched  condition  of  repudiation.  The 
honorable  gentleman  said  the  country  will  al- 
ways consent  to  more  taxation  if,  it  is  necessary. 
I  believe  it  would,  and  I  say  the  late  Govern- 
ment should  have  faced  that  dire  contingency ; 
but  we  found,  from  the  condition  into  which  the 
correspondence  between  this  colony  and  England 
with  regard  to  our  engagements  had  drifted, 
that  it  would  shortly  have  amounted  to  an  ab- 
■olute  failure  to  meet  those  engagements.  Sir, 
when  the  history  of  the  last  few  months  comes 
to  be  known,  the  country  will  be  in  a  posi- 
tion to  judge  between  those  gentlemen  and 
us.  With  regard  to  the  honorable  gentleman's 
critioism  upon  the  form  of  our  future  taxation, 
I  entirely  agree  with  him.  I  think  we  have 
•been  too  extravagant.  In  the  matter  of  educa- 
tion, I  certainly  should  have  preferred  the  scheme 
proposed  by  the  honorable  member  for  Kaiapoi 
to  that  which  is  now  in  force  in  the  country.  I 
believe  that  in  doing  away  with  the  necessity  to 
pay  school  fees  you  take  away  the  sense  of  parental 
responsibility,  and,  at  a  time  when  the  country  is 
not  in  a  position  to  afford  it,  relieve  parents  from 
the  payment  of  a  tax  which  they  willingly  paid. 
The  claims  which  have  been  made  by  various 
districts  for  school  buildings  show,  when  they 
cannot  be  met,  that  we  cannot  afford  this  ex- 
travagance. I  believe  that  in  the  no  very  distant 
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future  we  shall  have  to  revert  to  the  sjttem  of 
charging  school  fees,  or  to  a  system  of  school 
rating.  No  doubt  the  ingenuity  of  honorable 
members,  and  of  the  Government,  may  rery  well 
be  taxed  in  the  future  to  find  ways  and  means  to 
reduce  the  intolerable  burden  now  cast  upon  ui ; 
but  I  appeal  to  this  House,  and  I  beliere  I  may 
Q]>peal  to  the  country,  to  approve  of  our  proposals, 
and  to  recognize  that,  at  any  rate,  if  we  are  in 
difficulties,  we  have  courage  to  face  them,  and.  ihaX 
we  show  a  desire,  not  only  to  bear  a  part  of  the 
burdens  ourselves,  but  to  cast  on  shoulders  strong 
enough  to  bear  them  the  greatest  weight  of  those 
burdens.  I  have  no  desire  to  take  up  more  of  the 
time  of  the  House.  I  know  that  the  arguments 
of  the  honorable  gentleman  will  be  much  more 
ably  dealt  with  by  those  who  succeed  me  than  by 
myself.  But  I  oould  not  sit  in  my  place  and  bear 
the  statements  made  without  saying  a  few  words 
in  protest  against  them. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— Sir,  before  proceed- 
ing to  speak  upon  the  question  immediately  be- 
fore us,  I  wish  to  refer  to  a  matter  which  bears  on 
that  question.  It  will  be  remembered  that  whm 
speaking  on  the  Public  Revenues  Bill  I  stated 
that  the  Colonial  Treasurer  could  not  very  well 
find  fault  with  the  late  Minister  for  Public 
Works  for  anticipating  the  loan,  as  he  had  him- 
self been  a  party  to  a  similar  transaction. 
That  statement  was  met  by  a  point-blank  deniaL 
When  the  accuracy  of  a  person  who  addresses 
this  House  is  impugned,  and  he  does  not  en- 
deavour to  put  himself  right,  what  he  states 
afterwards  will  not  be  regarded  at  of  much  value. 
I  will  therefore  say  a  few  words  on  this  subject. 
The  Colonial  Treasurer,  referring  to  what  I  stated, 
said, — 

"  Then,  with  regard  to  his  statement  of  the  Go- 
vernment of  which  I  was  a  member  anticipating 
the  four-million  loan,  that  statement  was  a  sup- 
pression of  the  truth,  or,  rather,  it  was  an  insinua- 
tion of  half  a  truth.  The  honorable  gentleman 
knows  very  well  that  a  large  portion  of  the  four- 
million  loan  was  undoubtedly  anticipated,  but 
that  was  done  before  I  joined  the  Govemmenti 
and  I  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  it.  The 
honorable  gentleman  knows  perfectly  well  that 
contracts  had  been  entered  into  and  liabilities 
incurred  before  I  joined  the  Ministry.  Such  a 
thing  never  occurred  after  I  joined." 

And  he  added  that  he  would  take  an  oppor- 
tunity of  showing  that  I  was  wrong,  and  aaked 
the  House  to  suspend  judgment  in  the  mean- 
time. I  waited  for  the  honorable  gentleman  to 
show  this ;  but,  as  he  did  not,  I  examined  the 
QazeUes  from  the  time  he  joined  the  Ministry, 
and  I  also  got  a  friend  to  verify  the  figures  whidi 
I  intend  to  give  to  the  House.  I  wUl  then  ask 
the  honorable  gentleman  what  he  has  to  say  on 
the  subject.  Ho  joined  the  Ministoy  on  the  7th 
September,  1874,  and  from  that  time  until  the 
loan  was  floated  on  the  26th  February — informa- 
tion of  which  did  not  reach  here  until  the  lOUi 
March — the  Ministry  of  which  he  was  a  member 
entered  into  eighteen  contracts  for  public  works, 
to  the  amount  of  upwards  of  £300,000.  I  do 
not  know  how  many  contracts  and  liabilities  that 
Ministi7  incurred  for  rolling-stock  and  rails  for 
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which  they  sent  to  England ;  but  I  know  that  the 
item  was  also  very  hearj,  because  I  find  in  the 
honorable  gentleman's  Financial  Statement  of 
1875  the  following  paragraph,  which  shows  to 
what  extent  the  loan  was  anticipated  : — 

"  Of  the  total  colonial  loans  authorized  between 
June,  1870,  and  June,  1874,  amounting  to  seven 
and  three-quarter  millions,  honorable  members 
have  probabljr  not  realized  the  fact  that,  speaking 
in  round  numbers,  two  millions  is  still  unraised  ; 
but  such  is  the  case,  as  I  will  presently  show,  and 
this  fact  the  Committee  will  shortly  see  had  an 
important  bearing  on  the  action  lately  taken  by 
Sir  Julius  Yogel  in  London  in  placing  the  whole 
of  the  four-million  loan  upon  the  market  at  one 
time.  The  expenditure  out  of  the  loans  referred 
to  during  the  four  financial  years,  1870-74, 
amounted  to  £4,289,887,  and  it  was  estimated 
that  during  the  year  1874-75  a  further  sum  of 
£3,300,000  would  be  required ;  there  was  the 
expenditure  of  1875-76  to  be  provided  for  also, 
which  will  probably  reach  at  least  £2,250,000. 
The  Committee  wiU  therefore  see  tiiat  over  the 
whole  period  from  1870  to  the  end  of  the  present 
financial  year  the  expenditure  and  liabilities  of 
the  colony  for  public  works  required  that  provision 
should  be  made  to  the  extent  of  £9,839,877.  Of 
this  sum  only  £5,795,200  in  all  had  been  raised, 
and  it  became  necessary,  without  delay,  to  pro- 
vide for  the  diflVrence,  amounting  to  £4,044,677. 
It  was  therefore  decided,  if  possible,  to  sell  the 
four-million  loan." 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that,  in  1875-76,  by  the  Ist 
July  the  four-million  loan  had  been  anticipated  by 
the  honorable  gentleman's  Government,  in  which 
be  was  acting  as  Colonial  Treasurer,  to  the  amount 
of  £1,671,000.  In  such  a  condition  were  the 
finances  of  the  colony  at  the  time  that  it  is  worth 
while  recalling  the  circumstances  to  the  minds 
of  honorable  members.  Sir  Penrose  Julyan,  Dr. 
Fealherston,  and  Mr.  Surgeaunt,  in  a  letter  to  Sir 
Julius  Vogel — which  is  now  in  the  Blue  Books — 
said,  "  You  objected  to  these  terms,  and  stated  in 
his  presence  [in  the  presence  of  a  leading  mem- 
ber of  the  Stock  Exchange]  that  Hhe  necessities 
of  the  Government  of  New  Zealand  were  such 
that  yon  must  have  the  £4,000,000  taken  firm,* 
and  added,  'In  fact,  the  Government  is  in  a 
mess,  and  must  get  out  of  it  as  best  it  could.' " 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  loans  have  been  anti- 
cipated from  the  commencement  of  the  public 
works  scheme;  and  when  the  honorable  gentle- 
man was  reflecting  upon  the  late  Government — 
which  I  was  not  defending — I  pointed  out  that 
the  late  Government  was  simply  pursuing  a  very 
pernicious  custom  of  spending  the  money  before 
the  loans  were  raised  ;  and  I  stated  then  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  himself  must  hare  been  a 
party  to  that  system.  When  he  impugned  my 
accuracy — I  do  not  say  my  veracity — I  thought 
it  only  proper  to  put  this  matter  right.  I  now 
come  to  the  Financial  Statement  the  honorable 
gentleman  has  laid  before  the  If ouse ;  and  I  do  so, 
not  with  the  view  so  much  of  finding  fault  with 
the  honorable  member's  finance  for  the  future  as 
of  endearouring  to  show  to  the  House  my  view  as 
to  how  wo  have  got  into  this  financial  difficulty. 
In  doing  that,  I  think  I  shall  be  able  to  show 


that  the  great  blame  cast  upon  the  late  Gorem- 
ment,  both  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer  and  by  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works,  is  to  a  great  extent 
undeserved.  In  page  5  of  the  Financial  State- 
ment the  honorable  gentleman  says, — 

"Sir,  the  Governtnent  think  that  from  the 
falling-ofi*  of  the  land  sales  there  is  a  rery  im- 
portant lesson  to  be  learned,  and  that  is,  that  the 
system  of  finance  which  we  have  been  pursuing 
since  the  Land  Fund  was  generaUzed  in  1877 — 
namely,  that  of  relying  upon  the  receipts  from 
land  sales  as  one  of  the  chief  items  of  our  conso- 
lidated revenue — is  thoroughly  unsound  in  prin- 
ciple, and  should  be  abandoned  at  the  earliest 
possible  date,  that  date  to  be  not  later  than  the 
end  of  March  next." 

Then  he  goes  on  to  say, — 

"  We  should  get  dear  of  that  vicious  habit  we 
have  fallen  into  of  late  of  treating  as  revenue 
that  which  is  really  capital,  and  spending  it  upon 
the  ordinary  services  of  the  State. 

Any  person  reading  that  Statement  would  infer 
that  this  system  commenced  in  1877.  What  are 
the  facts  of  the  case?  What  do  we  find  in 
"  The  Financial  Arrangements  Act,  1876 "  ? 
Under  that  Act  there  was  placed  upon  the  Land 
Fund  of  the  proyinoes  a  very  large  amount  of 
the  current  expenditure  of  the  colony.  In  the 
first  place,  there  was  the  interest  and  sinking 
fund  of  the  provincial  debts ;  in  the  second  place, 
there  was  2  per  cent,  of  the  cost  of  contributions 
to  railways  within  each  district ;  in  the  third 
place,  there  were  subsidies  to  Road  Boards  and 
Counties.  It  nas  also  charged  with  primary  edu- 
cation, and  the  maintenance  of  hospitals  and 
museums.  In  the  Financial  Statement  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  in  1877  I  find  that  the 
charges  upon  the  Land  Fund  for  ordinary  ser- 
vices of  the  country  amount  to  £444,640.  Now, 
how  can  the  honorable  gentleman  come  down  to 
the  House  and  state  that  the  pernicious  system  of 
paying  for  the  ordinary  services  of  the  country 
out  of  the  Land  Fund  only  commenced  in  the 
beginning  of  1877,  when  the  late  Government 
took  office  ?  Sir,  these  were  the  charges  on  the 
Land  Fund  of  the  various  provinces,  and  those 
provinces  that  could  meet  those  charges  met 
them.  In  regard  to  those  that  could  not,  the 
honorable  gentleman  had  resort  to  the  issue  of 
Treasury  bills ;  and  during  the  space  of  three 
years  £432,000  additional  Treasury  bills  were 
added  to  the  debt  of  the  colony.  So  far  from  the 
current  expenditure  being  met  out  of  the  current 
income,  it  was  met,  beyond  all  doubt,  by  the 
issue  of  Treasury  bills,  wirich  will  be  added  to 
the  debt.  For  years  past  we  never  had  money 
out  of  the  current  income  to  pay  our  way :  we 
have  had  always  to  meet  it  by  the  issue  of 
Treasury  bills.  The  honorable  gentleman  pro- 
poses exacfly  the  same  expedient  now ;  he  pro- 
poses to  issue  Treasury  bills  to  the  amount  of 
£800,000  to  meet  the  deficiency  of  the  current 
nine  months.  It  is  not  candid  of  the  honorable 
gentleman,  or  fair  to  the  country,  for  him  to 
stand  up  and  say,  now  that  the  difficulties  in 
which  we  find  ourselves  plunged  have  to  be  met 
face  to  face — it  ii  not  fair  to  say  that  these 
hare  been  brought  about  during  the  last  two 
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years.  Had  his  tystem  of  finance  been  continned, 
and  had  not  the  colony  in  1877  seized  on  the 
Land  Fund,  instead  of  the  deficit  last  year 
being  £131,000  there  would  have  been  a  deficit 
of  £700,000.  Canterbury  alone  furnished  in  one 
year  £650,000  more  than  was  required  under  the 
Financial  Arrangements  Act  of  1876.  Whatever 
may  have  been  the  failings  of  the  late  Qorern- 
ment — and  I  am  not  here  at  all  to  defend  that 
Government — whatever  its  failings,  the  deficit 
could  only  have  been  decreased  by  something  like 
£100,000.  The  truth  is,  we  did  not  put  on  taxa- 
tion soon  enough.  I  advocated  the  imposition  of 
taxation  four  years  ago,  and  few  would  seriously 
consider  the  matter  or  give  heed  to  what  I  said. 
If  we  had  put  taxation  on  properties  which  had 
benefited  by  the  railways  —  I  mean  the  large 
landed  properties — if  we  had  put  taxation  on 
these  properties,  there  would  have  been  economy 
of  expenditure.  The  moment  you  send  round 
the  tax-gatherer  to  put  his  hand  into  the  pockets 
of  the  people,  the  question  is  asked,  "  What  are 
they  going  to  do  with  the  money  ?  *'  If  we  had 
put  on  taxation  to  meet  our  expenditure,  as 
was  formerly  provided  for  by  tlie  Public  Works 
and  Immigration  Act  of  1871,  which  was  repealed 
in  1875,  and  which  made  it  imperative  that 
the  localities  through  which  the  railways  passed 
shoiUd  contribute  towards  the  payment  of  interest 
on  the  moneys  expended,  we  should  not  be  in 
the  position  in  which  we  find  ourselves  to-day. 
We  have  been  living  in  a  fool's  paradise,  and  we 
are  just  waking  up  to  the  fact  that  we  have  to 
meet  a  large  deficiency  the  best  way  we  can.  As 
to  the  mode  in  which  the  Government  propose  to 
meet  it,  whether  it  is  the  best  way  or  not,  I  shall 
have  to  say  a  few  words.  I  wish  to  state  my 
opinion  that  the  veij  alarming  condition  of  things 
which  at  present  exists  is  not  due  altogether,  or 
very  largely  due,  to  the  late  Government,  but  it  is 
due  to  the  system  of  finance  which  was  inau- 
gurated a  number  of  years  ago,  and  which  was 
quite  sure  eventually  to  lead  us  to  the  position 
in  which  we  find  ourselves  now ;  because  the 
interest  and  sinking  fund  on  account  of  loans 
for  our  railways  and  public  works  was  much 
greater  than  the  net  income  derived,  and  we 
had  to  make  up  that  interest  and  sinking  fund  by 
tome  means  or  other.  When  the  Land  Fund 
fiiiled  we  found  ourselves  in  a  difiiculty.  Had 
it  kept  up,  everything  would  hare  appeared  as  if 
we  were  going  on  in  a  safe  manner ;  but  the  dan- 
gerous system  of  rehing  upon  the  Land  Fund, 
which  was  sure  to  fuil,  and  did  fail,  in  times  of 
depression,  has  landed  us  in  the  present  difficulty. 
Had  the  late  Government  been  ever  so  economical, 
I  do  not  think  the  deficiency  would  have  been 
diminished  by  much  more  than  £100,000.  Sir,  I 
wish  now  to  say  a  few  words  upon  the  estimates 
presented  to  us.  I  hold  with  my  honorable  friend 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  when  he  said  that 
economy  in  the  expenditure  is  that  to  which  we 
should  look  for  any  large  amount  of  relief.  I 
believe  that  we  never  shall  have  economy  in  ex- 
penditure till  we  put  on  direct  taxation.  I  have 
been  an  advocate  of  direct  taxation  during  the  last 
four  years  in  this  House.  I  object  altogether  to 
the  Government,  after  having  been  six  weeks  in 
Mr.  Montgomery 


office,  not  being  able  to  bring  down  estimates 
which  would  shadow  forth,  at  all  events,  something 
of  that  economy.     Why,  the  estimates  are  larger 
than  they  ever  were  before.     It  is  all  very  well 
for  the  Government  to  say,  "  Vote  us  the  money, 
and  we  will  take  care  for  the  future  that  we  will 
economize."     Wh'at  did  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
say  last  year  ?    He  said,  "  The  truth  is,  all  this 
talk  about  departmental  reductions  is  simply  talk. 
It  cannot  be  done."     Now  we  are  asked  to  vote 
away  very  largo  sums  for  departmental  expendi- 
ture ;  and  we  are  told  that  the  Gt)vemment  will 
make  savings,  although  the  honorable  gentleman 
told  us  savings  could  not  be  made.     If  there  ia 
any  person  who  should  take  care  that  there  should 
be  savings  made,  it  is  the  Colonial   Treasurer. 
He  is,  after  all,  the  best  authority  as  to  whether 
savings  can  be  made  or  not ;  and  we  have  his  own 
words  that  they  cannot  be  made.     Well,  Sir,  it  is 
proposed  to  meet  the  deficiency  of  the  next  nine 
months  by  the  issue  of  £700,000  or  £800,000  of 
Treasury  bills,  to  be  added  to  the  permanent  debt. 
I  admit  at  once  that  it  would  be  impossible  at  the 
present  time  to  raise  sufficient  by  taxation  to  meet 
current  expenditure  for  the  current  nine  months, 
and  that  we  must  issue  Treasury  bills  ;  but  I  do 
not  say  that  these  Treasury  bills  should  be  added 
to  the  national  debt  of  the  colony.     I  shall  not 
go   into  figures.     I  expected  that  an  honorable 
gentleman  who  from  ill-health  is  not  able  to  be 
here  to-night  would  have  preceded  me,  and  would 
have  taken  up  the  honorable  gentleman's  figures. 
I  find  a  good  deal  of  what  we  may  call  "  bogus 
estimates "  —  sums   that   will   not   be  required, 
cannot  be  required  at  all,  and  should  not  have 
been  allowed  to  appear  in  the  estimates.     I  will 
take  one  item  that  appears  most  extraordinary. 
The  honorable  gentleman  expects  to  realize  from 
land  sales  £248,000,  and  the  expenses  of  the  Land 
Department  are  £174,000.     Surely  we  are   not 
going  to  spend  £174,000  on   surveys  when  we 
are  only  going  to  realize  £248,000.     I  find  also 
that  the  increase  on  the  estimated  receipt-s  from 
the  railways   between   1878-79  and  1879-80  is 
upwards  of  £141',000,  and  the  increase  in   the 
expenditure  £163,000.      I  may   be  wrong,   but 
that  is  how  I  make  it  out.     It  appears  to  me 
that  the  Colonial  Treasurer  wished   to  show  a 
very  large  debit.    The  effect  of  this  would  be, 
that   the   expenditure  would    not   be   so   great 
as  that  set   down   in    the   estimates,   that   the 
income  would  be  larger  than  the  estimate,  that 
these  bogus  votes  would  not  be  used,  and  that 
at  the  end  of  the  financial  year  he  would  show 
large  savings.    It  is  possible  that,  by  putting  a  t«x 
upon  the  necessaries  of  life,  a  property-tax  might 
not  then  be  required  to  be  raised.     We  find  that 
the  Government  propose  to  put  a  tax  on  property 
which  I  think  will  be  found  by  the  people  to  be 
very  oppressive  ;  we  are  going  to  tax  everything 
in  a  man's  house.     We  are  going  to  tax  all  the 
machinery  used  by  the  various  industries  in  the 
country ;  and,  as  I  read  the  Bill,  it  is  also  pro- 
posed  to   tux   the   property  of  such  companies 
as  the  New  Zealand  Sliipping  Company,  whose 
shareholders  reside  in  New  Zealand,  while  the 
shipowners    outside    who    are   competing    with 
those  companies   are  to  go  free.      And   I   tee 
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that  we  are  going  to  tax  property  of  all  kinds 
—  improvements  of  everj  description.  I  have 
mjself  been  in  favour  of  imposing  a  general 
property-tax,  and  to  some  extent  the  proposal 
of  the  Government  is  similar  to  one  tliat  I  liave 
previously  made,  and  I  do  not  intend  to  go 
away  from  what  I  said  before.  But  I  would 
draw  the  attention  of  the  House  to  this  fact : 
that  there  is  a  very  large  property— runholders* 
property — which  at  the  present  pays  a  consider- 
able contribution  to  the  revenue  under  the  land- 
tax,  which,  under  the  property-tax  as  proposed 
by  the  Government,  will  not  be  touched  at  all 
largely.  I  also  wish  to  bring  under  the  notice  of 
the  House  the  fact  that  the  improvements  made 
by  a  man  on  twenty  thousand  acres  of  land  carry- 
ing sheep  are  very  inconsiderable  compared  to  what 
they  would  be  if  the  land  were  owned  by  thirty 
or  forty  farmers;  and  that  therefore  the  large 
holder,  when  he  is  paying  on  the  improvements, 
is  not  paying  as  much  as  the  small  holder  has  to 
pay,  because  the  value  of  the  improvements  of 
the  latter  is  very  much  greater,  in  proportion  to 
the  value  of  his  estate,  than  is  the  value  of  the 
improvements  of  the  large  landholder,  who  runs 
sheep,  in  proportion  to  the  value  of  his  property. 
Therefore,  in  putting  on  this  tax  you  are  im- 
posing a  tax  which  the  necessities  of  the  country 
may  demand,  but  which  is  not  a  just  tax  in  re- 
gard to  one  class  of  property  as  compared  with 
another.  You  now  propose  to  reduce  the  tax' 
which  the  large  runholder  pays  as  compared  with 
the  small  holder;  and  I  hold  that  that  is  not 
just.  The  country  is  now  inquiring  whether  this 
system  of  taxation  is  fair  and  right — whether  it 
presses  on  all  equally,  or  whether  it  does  not 
leave  such  large  estates  as  I  have  been  referring 
to  without  requiring  them  to  pay  that  amount 
of  taxation  annually  which  they  ought  to  pay, 
considering  the  increased  value  which  those 
lands  have  acquired  from  the  operation  of  the 
immigration  and  public  works  policy.  With  re- 
gard to  the  proposed  new  duties,  so  far  as  they 
are  intended  to  afford  protection  to  native  in- 
dustries I  agree  with  them,  because  I  have  for 
the  last  twenty  years  been  a  protectionist.  There 
are  some  articles,  however,  on  which  I  do  not 
think  any  duty  should  be  charged  at  all.  But 
this,  perhaps,  is  a  matter  of  detail.  What  I  object 
to  in  the  finance  of  the  Government  is  this  :  that 
it  proposes  to  put  on  a  very  heavy  taxation,  which 
I  think  is  unjust  ;  that  it  proposes  to  make  good 
the  present  deficiency  by  Treasury  bills,  to  be 
added  to  the  national  debt — a  proposal  which  I 
eonsider  unsound.  And  I  object  to  it  also — and,  I 
think,  on  this  ground  more  than  anytliing  else — 
because  no  provision  has  been  made  by  tiie  Go- 
vernment to  reduce  the  very  large  and  excessive 
departmental  expenses  of  the  colony.  For  these 
reasons  I  shall  vote  for  the  amendment  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE.— The  speech  which  has 
just  been  delivered  is  exceedingly  interesting  from 
an  antiquarian  point  of  \iew,  but  not,  I  think, 
from  any  other.  What  was  done  in  1875,  and 
what,  again,  was  done  in  1877,  is  of  very  little 
Interest  to  those  who  have  got  to  settle  the  diffi- 
culties of  1879.     I  do  not  intend  to  take  up  very 


much  time  to-night,  but  I  would-  like  to  give  an 
emphatic  statement  of  a  certain  opinion  which  I 
hold,  and  I  will  do  so  without,  if  I  can  help  it, 
wearjing  the  House.  The  honorable  member  for 
Port  Chalmers  deprecated  the  idea  that  a  State- 
ment such  as  the  Treasurer  made  should  go 
Home.  He  said  it  would  be  detrimental  to  colo- 
nial interests ;  that  it  would  show  a  very  large 
deficiency ;  that  it  would  show  a  difficulty  m 
meeting  the  deficiency  ;  and  therefore  that  the 
loan  we  are  trying  to  raise  in  London  would  be 
very  much  imperilled — that,  in  fact,  our  credit 
would  be  very  much  damaged  by  the  Statement. 
That  may  or  may  not  be  the  case.  The  question 
is,  Are  we  to  send  Home  a  truthful  Statement  or 
an  untruthful  Statement  ?  What  did  the  honor- 
able gentleman  say  himself?  These  are  the  exact 
words  he  used :  "  We  may  take  it  for  granted 
that  there  will  be  a  very  large  deficiency.**  Now, 
what  did  he  mean  by  that  ?  That  was  precif>ely 
what  the  honorable  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the 
Treasury  stated.  He  told  the  public  of  New 
Zealand,  and,  in  fact,  the  whole  world,  that  there 
would  be  a  very  large  deficiency.  I  apprehend 
that  the  difference  between  the  members  of  the 
Government  and  the  honorable  gentleman  on  the 
other  side  is  this :  Whilst  we  all  acknowledge 
that  there  is  a  very  large  deficiency,  the  one  side 
say  we  ought  to  slur  over  the  difficulty,  and 
the  gentlemen  on  the  Treasury  benches  say 
we  sliould  meet  the  deficiency  by  increased  tax- 
ation. I  a^k  any  man  of  common  sense,  which 
plan  will  have  most  weight  with  the  British 
public  when  wo  go  to  ask  lor  a  loan  ?  Will  the 
capitali>ts  at  Home  be  more  pleased  to  learn  that 
there  is  a  deficiency  which  we  do  not  mean  to 
meet,  or  to  hear  the  statement  of  the  Treasurer 
that  there  is  a  deficiency,  and  that  we  intend  to 
honestly  meet  it?  I  think  that  the  credit  of  the 
country,  instead  of  being  imperilled  by  the  State- 
ment of  the  honorable  gentleman,  will  be  greatly 
strengthened  by  it.  Those  who  have  money  to 
lend  know  just  as  well  as  we  do  the  real  position 
of  our  affairs,  and  an  honest  attempt  to  meet  the 
actual  difficulties  of  the  position  will  be  appre- 
ciated by  the  capitalists  of  Europe  ;  whereas  if 
we  attempt  to  slur  over  our  difficulties  you  may 
depend  upon  it  that  our  loans  will  decline  to  a 
very  serious  discount.  Then  we  are  told  that 
we  ought  to  diminish  the  expenditure,  and  we 
are  informed  that  the  estimates  which  have  been 
submitted  to  us  are  not  the  estimates  of  the  late 
Government.  With  regard  to  the  second  asser- 
tion, I  will  leave  the  members  of  the  Govern- 
ment, who  know  the  exact  position  of  affairs,  to 
state  what  is  true  and  what  is  a  mistake  in  refer- 
ence to  that ;  but,  with  regard  to  diminishing 
the  expenditure,  when  the  estimates  were  brought 
in  it  was  stated  clearly  and  distinctly  by  the. 
Government  that  they  had  not  had  time  to  go 
minutely  into  those  estimates,  and  that  for  want 
of  that  necessary  time  they  had  taken  the  esti- 
mates of  their  predecessors.  Now,  there  is  a 
curious  difference  of  statement  between  one  late 
Minister  and  another.  The  late  Postmaster- 
General  said  he  had  himself  given  very  great 
care  indeed  to  the  estimates,  and  that  he  had 
cut  down  everything  which  could  possibly  be 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


44C 


Supply, 


[HOUSE.] 


Supply. 


[Nov.  24 


reduced,  and  that  he  had  made  no  additions 
except  in  cases  where  very  great  merit  and 
Tery  serious  under- payment  were  !o  be  found. 
How  can  this  statement  possibly  be  reconciled 
with  the  assertion  that  the  estimates  were 
never  submitted  to  the  late  Government  and 
never  overhauled  by  them  ?  Then  there  was 
another  statement  made  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Port  Chalmers.  He  said  the  revenue  and 
the  loans  got  mixed  up  in  some  mysterious  way. 
Well,  I  believe  that  that  is  the  ca«e ;  and  I  be- 
lieve that  an  honest  attempt  is  being  made  to 
separate  the  necessary  annual  expenditure  of  the 
country  from  that  expenditure  which  may  be 
fairly  charged  to  loan.  The  Government  is  also 
attempting  to  abstract  altogether  the  land  reve- 
nue of  the  country  from  the  ordinary  revenue ; 
io  that  in  future  the  actual  revenue  and  the 
actual  expenditure  from  year  to  vear  may  be 
kept  entirely  apart  from  the  capital  expenditure. 
In  this  respect  I  think  the  Gorernment  has  done 
what  the  honorable  gentleman  says  ought  to  have 
been  done,  and  what,  it  seems,  was  not  done  by 
the  Government  which  has  just  left  office.  Then 
we  are  told  that  our  difficulties  were  not  the 
creation  of  yesterday.  With  that,  I  apprehend, 
we  all  agree.  These  difficulties  were  not  created 
yesterday,  they  have  been  going  on  for  a  con- 
siderable time,  and  yet  during  the  two  years  the 
honorable  gentleman  was  in  office  there  seems  to 
have  been  no  decided  attempt  made  to  get  over 
the  difficulties,  or  to  meet  t  hem  in  a  proper  way. 
No  increase  of  taxation  was  attempted.  The 
land  tax,  to  which  the  honorable  gentleman 
referred,  was  imposed  to  meet  a  deficiency 
caused  by  the  remission  of  other  taxes,  and 
therefore  it  was  no  increase  of  taxation  at  all. 
There  was  another  thing  I  could  not  understand  : 
perhaps  some  other  honorable  gentleman  will 
make  it  more  clear.  He  referred  to  officials 
and  their  salaries,  and  spoke  of  giving  them 
grants  of  land ;  but  whether  this  was  to  be  in 
lieu  of  a  portion  of  the  salaries  that  were  to  be 
deducted,  or  whether  the  grants  were  to  be  in 
payment  of  the  whole  of  their  services,  I  could 
not  understand.  I  do  not  suppose  the  honorable 
gentleman  had  thought  the  matter  out  thoroughly, 
but,  at  all  events,  he  did  not  make  it  very  clear. 
He  spoke  again  of  making  the  education  and 
police  cliarges  local.  That  is  one  way,  certainly 
of  getting  over  the  difficulty ;  but,  after  all,  it 
docs  not  meet  the  difficulty.  The  police  force 
has  to  bo  paid,  and  the  cost  of  education  must  be 
defrayed,  whether  out  of  general  revenue  or  local 
revenue  is  a  matter  of  really  little  importance. 
If  the  General  Government  say  to  the  local 
bodies,  "  You  will  have  to  pay  for  these  things," 
they  will  have  so  much  less  to  spend  in  other 
directions.  I  do  not  see  that  much  is  gained  by 
that.  It  is  as  broad  as  it  is  long.  The  money 
will  have  to  come  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  colo- 
nists of  New  Zealand  under  either  plan.  1  do 
not  suppose  anybody  proposes  to  disband  the 
police  force  or  to  shut  up  the  schools ;  but  unless 
that  is  done  there  can  be  no  saving  in  this  direc- 
tion. Then  the  honorable  gentleman  stated  that 
the  estimates  were  larger  than  they  ever  were  be- 
fore. I  am  not  prepared  to  say  whether  that 
Colonel  TrimhU 


is  so  or  not;  but  when  we  consider  that  these 
estimates  were  brought  forward  by  the  Govern- 
ment which  has  just  left  office,  who  knew  there 
would  be  a  large  deficiency,  it  comes  vrith  a  very 
bad  grace  from  them  and  their  supporters  to  say 
that  they  are  larger  than  they  erer  were  before. 
No  provision  had  been  made  to  meet  them,  and  it 
was  not  pretended  that  the  old  taxes  were  enough 
to  meet  this  increased  outlay.  That  being  the 
case,  they  cannot  find  fault  with  their  successors 
for  bringing  forward  these  estimates  which  they 
themselves  prepared,  or  for  proposing  increased 
taxation  in  order  to  meet  these  increased  ex- 
penses. I  will  support  the  GK>vemmeDt  on  the 
present  occasion  for  this  reason,  if  for  no  other: 
They  first  of  all  told  the  truth.  They  have  given 
a  plain,  unvarnished  tale  of  how  the  finances  of 
the  country  stand,  and  they  have  come  forward 
boldly  and  honestly  with  a  plan  which  will  enable 
us  to  pay  our  just  debts.  We  may,  if  we  please, 
slur  over  these  matters — we  may  pretend  to  a 
prosperity  wo  do  not  enjoy ;  but  sooner  or  later 
we  must  come  down  and  acknowledge  the  diffi- 
culty, and  cither  repudiate  our  obligations,  or, 
through  increased  suffering  —  for  delay  means 
increased  suffering  —  make  up  for  our  want  of 
courage  on  the  present  occasion.  It  is  far  better 
to  meet  this  once  and  for  all,  and  to  say,  "We 
have  contracted  certain  obligations,  and  those 
obligations  we  will  meet  in  a  straightforward 
manner."  I  know  as  much  as  most  people  in 
this  House  what  the  feeling  of  the  capitalists  of 
the  Home-country  is,  and  I  know  that  that  feeling 
will  be  far  more  likely  to  be  in  our  favour  if  we 
tell  the  honest  truth  than  if  wa  tell,  under  pre- 
tence of  truth,  what  is  utterly  false. 

Mr.  THOMSON.— The  honorable  gentleman 
who  has  just  sat  down  found  fault  with  one 
honr»r"ble  member  for  referring  to  what  took 
place  i.i  1875  and  1877,  and  told  us  that  we  have 
nothing  to  do  with  what  took  place  in  the$e 
years — that  we  should  address  ourselves  to  the 
present  time.  Now,  it*  there  is  one  member  more 
than  another  who  is  fond  of  referring  to  past 
times  it  is  the  honorable  gentleman  himself.  He 
is  constantly  referring  to  Enghsh  history :  in 
fact,  a  handbook  of  the  history  of  England  might 
be  written  from  the  speeches  of  the  honorable 
gentleman,  from  the  time  of  the  Reform  Bill  to 
the  present  day.  I  am  sorry  the  honorable  mem- 
ber differs  so  much  from  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works  in  regard  to  New  Zealand  history.  That 
honorable  gentleman  evidently  believes  in  New 
Zealand  history,  for  he  tells  us  that  the  time  wiU 
come  when  the  history  of  the  past  two  months 
will  be  written,  and  that  there  will  be  revelations 
which  will  redound  to  the  credit  of  the  present 
Government,  and  to  the  di:*grace  of  the  late  Go- 
vernment. He  did  not  use  these  exact  words, 
but  I  have  no  doubt  that  was  what  he  meant. 
Well,  Sir,  the  sooner  that  time  comes  the  better, 
for  there  are  some  things  which  we  ourselves 
know  nothing  about — the  compact  between  the 
Government  and  the  four  Auckland  members, 
for  instance.  That,  to  me,  is  a  mystery  up  to  the 
present  time,  and  I  hope  the  historian  will  not 
forget  that  episode.  I  think  it  is  very  much 
to    be    regretted   that   the   Colonial  Treasurer 
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should  hare  insinuated' that  all  the  misfortunes 
of  New  Zealand  at  the  present  time  are  the 
result  of  the  action  of  the  late  Government. 
These  are  blots  in  his  Statement,  because  it 
is  evident  that  we  are  just  reaping  the  iruits  of 
the  policj  we  have  been  pursuing  for  many  years 
past.  I  have  often  thought  that  the  members 
of  this  House  are,  in  one  respect,  like  immi- 
grants on  board  ship.  It  is  a  common  thing  for 
the  immigrants,  a  little  after  noon,  t^  go  to  the 
cabin  door  and  take  down  the  latitude  and  longi- 
tude, which  has  been  posted  up  by  the  captain 
after  he  has  taken  his  observations.  They  enter 
this  in  their  note-books.  They,  however,  have 
had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  bringing  the 
ship  into  the  position  in  which  she  is.  They 
simply  note  the  facts.  But  here  there  is  no  cap- 
tain to  guide  the  ship.  The  Ministers  have  not 
been  able  to  exercise  any  control  over  the  finances 
of  the  colony,  and  all  that  we  can  do  is  simply 
to  look  ou  and  take  notes  of  things  that  have 
happened  since  we  have  been  members  of  the 
House.  I  shall  go  into  figures  to  only  a  limited 
extent,  because  I  do  not  pretend  to  be  a  finan- 
cier. We  have  been  told  that,  when  once  the 
£5,000,000  loan  has  been  raised,  the  indebted- 
ness of  the  colony  will  be  between  £28,000,000 
and  £29,000,000.  That  is  a  good  round  sum. 
We  are  sdso  informed  that  the  interest  and  sinking 
fund  upon  it  will  be  upwards  of  a  million  and  a 
half.  When  I  became  a  member  of  this  House 
in  1871  the  debt  of  the  colony  was  about 
£7,500,000,  and  the  interest  an'l  sinking  fund 
under  half  a  million.  When  Sir  Julius  Yogel 
came  down  with  his  great  public  works  and 
immigration  policy  he  said  that  the  country 
could  not  go  wrong  in  spending  ten  milUons  in 
ten  years,  or  at  the  rate  of  a  million  a  vear.  That 
is  only  nine  years  ago ;  but  by  the  time  the  ten 
Tears  have  expired  I  have  no  doubt  we  shall 
have  borrowed  and  nearly  spent  the  £28,000,000 
or  £29,000,000 ;  so  that,  instead  of  spending  one 
million  a  year,  it  will  be  found  that  we  have 
been  spending  two  millions  a  year.  At  that 
time  the  Customs  revenue  exceeded  £800,000  a 
year,  so  that,  after  paying  interest  and  sinking 
fund,  there  was  £300,000  to  the  good.  Now,  in 
what  position  shall  we  be  when  we  have  to  pay 
a  million  and  a  half  in  the  shape  of  interest? 
The  Customs  revenue  for  the  present  year  is 
estimated  at  only  £1,200,000,  §o  that  more  than 
the  entire  Customs  revenue  will  be  swallowed 
up  in  interest  and  sinking  fund.  I  think  it  is 
only  right  that  we  should  consider  these  things. 
With  regard  to  the  late  Government  bringing  the 
colony  into  this  condition,  really  I  think  it  is  too 
bad  to  say  that — it  is  really  too  bad  altogether 
to  say  that — ^foir  the  country  has  been  drifting, 
and  drifting,  and  drifting  for  years.  Sir,  the  pre- 
sent Q-oTernment  intend  to  raise  new  taxation  to 
the  extent  of  £600,000.  Well,  that  would  pay 
the  interest  on  some  twelve  millions.  Now,  is  it 
to  be  supposed  that  the  late  GK>vemment  have 
brought  the  country  to  thnt  condition  P  By  no 
means.  This  state  of  things  was  anticipated  even 
by  Sir  Julius  Vogel  himself.  Why,  every  mem- 
ber of  this  House  must  have  read  that  celebrated 
paaiagt  in  bis  great  Financial  Statement  which  he 


made  in  1870,  when  he  used  words  to  this  effect : 
"  Would  it  be  an  unwise  thing,  or  an  extraordinary 
thing,  if  we  should  increase  the  taxation  of  the 
country  by  an  income-tax  or  a  house-tax,  or. by 
putting  a  tax  in  some  other  way  upon  absentees, 
who  are  drawing  groat  revenues  from  the  coun- 
try ?  '*  Sir,  we  all  recollect  that  there  was  a 
passage  of  that  kind  in  the  speech  of  Sir  Julius 
Vogel.  Now,  Sir  Julius  Vogel  estimated  that  we 
should  begin  to  increase  our  taxation  in  about 
three  years  from  the  time  he  initiated  his  great 
policy ;  and  did  not  we  just  do  that  ?  In  1873, 
what  did  we  do?  We  changed  our  measure- 
ment duties  into  ad  valorem  duties  on  a  great 
many  articles,  and  increased  the  Customs  revenue 
by  some  £200,000.  That  was  a  great  addition  to 
the  revenue.  Then  the  Government  began  to 
east  a  longing  eye  on  the  land  revenues  of  the 
provinces,  and  they  said  to  themselves,  "  Oh !  it 
would  be  a  fine  thing  to  get  hold  of  the  land 
revenues  of  the  provinces.  If  we  could  only  get 
hold  of  them  we  should  be  able  to  stave  off  taxa- 
tion for  some  years  perhaps."  And  they  set 
themselves  to  work  afterwards  to  get  hold  of 
the  land  revenue.  What  did  they  do  in  1874? 
They  came  down  with  a  proposal  of  this  sort : 
In  1875  the  greater  part  of  the  session  was  taken 
up  in  discussing  the  Abolition  question,  and  in 
1876  they  succeeded  in  carrying  out  their  object, 
and  the  land  revenue  of  the  provinces  became 
colonial  revenue.  And  this  has  been  carried  to 
the  credit  of  our  account  for  the  last  three  years. 
In  one  year — two  years  ago — what  did  the  land 
revenue  amount  to?  To  a  million  and  a  half, 
cliiefly  drawn  from  the  Province  of  Canterbury. 
Even  last  year  the  land  revenue  amounted  to 
something  like  £800,000,  and  during  the  present 
year  it  is  certainly  expected  to  produce  something 
less  than  £400,000.  Sir,  this  is  greatly  to  be 
regretted.  Just  look  at  the  current  year.  Why, 
we  expect  to  get  only  £380,000  for  our  land  reve- 
nue, while  two  years  ago  we  received  a  million 
and  a  half.  The  deficiency  in  the  land  revenue 
alone  for  this  year,  compared  to  that  of  two 
years  ago,  is  £1,200,000.  And  still  honorable 
gentlemen  will  say,  "  All  the  disasters  that  have 
happened  are  owing  to  the  late  Government."  I 
must  say,  in  regard  to  myself,  that  I  have  always 
been  a  believer  in  direct  taxation,  and  I  think  the 
sooner  we  can  come  to  direct  taxation  as  much 
as  possible  the  better.  I  believe  we  shall  never 
have  good,  economical  government  until  we  have 
direct  taxation.  In  this  respect  I  to  some  ex- 
tent approve  of  the  policy  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment. At  tho  same  time,  I  must  say  that  I  think 
it  will  press  very  heavily  indeed  upon  the  coun- 
try. Why,  every  man  who  has  a  hundred  pounds* 
wort'i  of  property — there  is,  certainly,  to  be  a 
remission  up  to  the  extent  of  three  hundred 
pounds'  worth— but  for  every  hundred  pounds' 
worth  a  man  has  beyond  the  first  three  hundred 
pounds'  worth  he  will  have  to  pay  Ss.  4d.  to 
the  State.  Now,  granting  that  money  yields, 
as  a  rule,  5  per  cent.  —  that  is,  £5.  The 
income-tax  on  that  amount  at  Home  would  be 
Is.  3d. ;  so  that  we,  in  this  country,  are  to  pay 
8s.  4d. ;  whilst  at  Home  persons  paying,  one  may 
say,  the  same  tax,  would  have  to  pay  only  Is.  3d. 
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So  that  I  consider  the  tax  will  prew  very  hearilj 
indeed  upon  tlie  colony,  and  prevent  persons 
getting  manj  things  in  the  way  of  hou*eh»ild 
comforts  which  they  would  otherwise  obtain. 
If  it  should  have  tlie  effect  of  making  people  cur- 
tail their  extraragance,  it  would  be  so  far  good ; 
for  I  think  that  in  thid  country  we  are  perliap* 
loo  extravagant  and  too  fa*t  altogether.  But  I 
do  think.  Sir,  that  the  Goremmcnt  hare  really 
not  considered  this  matter  as  they  might  have 
done.  In  the  case  of  a  private  individual,  when 
he  sets  to  work  to  make  the  two  ends  meet,  he 
either  reduces  his  outlay  or  increases  hi«  income  ; 
and,  if  he  is  not  able  to  increase  his  income,  he 
must  just  set  to  work  and  reduce  his  outlay  to 
the  necessary  extent ;  and  if  he  is  a  wise  man 
he  will,  perhaps,  try  to  do  both — to  reduce  bis 
outlay  and  to  increase  his  income.  Well,  Sir, 
what  have  the  present  Govemroent  done  ?  There 
is  not  one  single  word,  so  far  as  I  can  find,  in  the 
whole  Statement  about  economy — not  a  single 
word.  The  Treasurer  does  not  refer  to  it  in  the 
very  remot^t  way.  I  think  he  might  really 
have  tried  to  reduce  the  expenditure  of  the  coun- 
try in  some  way  or  other,  so  as  to  keep  down 
the  taxation  as  much  as  possible;  and  I  think 
that,  if  he  had  done  this,  and  also  looked  in  other 
directions  for  taxes,  he  might  have  reduced  the 
property-tax  to  a  halfpenny  in  the  pound,  instead 
of  a  penny ;  and  if  he  had  done  this  it  would 
not  have  pressed  upon  the  country  so  much. 
I  think  income  is  a  rery  fair  thing  to  tax. 
We  ought  to  have  an  income-tax.  I  do  not  see 
why  men  who  are  making  large  incomes  in  mer- 
chandise, and  as  medical  men,  and  as  lawyers, 
should  not  contribute  fairly  to  the  State.  I 
would  not  ask  them  to  contribute  in  the  same 
ratio  as  men  making  their  income  from  property  ; 
but  I  think  they  might  fairly  be  asked  to  con- 
tribute something.  I  will  say  this :  that  I  cannot 
see  my  way  to  support  what  is  called  progressive 
taxation  ;  but  I  think  we  might  fairly  levy  a  tax 
on  unimproved  land.  In  regard  to  progres>ive 
taxation,  there  are  men  who  are  farming  large 
areas  of  land  —  four,  five,  and  ten  thousand 
acres.  I  quite  admit  it  is  far  too  much  for 
any  man  to  have;  but,  still,  these  gentlemen 
have  acquired  their  land  in  a  fair  and  legiti- 
mate way  under  the  land  laws  of  the  colony, 
and,  if  they  are  making  a  proper  use  of  the  land 
and  employing  twenty  and  sometimes  a  hundred 
men,  1  do  not  think  it  would  be  a  fair  thing  to 
impose  taxation  to  such  an  extent  as  would  force 
them  to  dispose  of  their  properties ;  but  I 
think  we  might  fairly  levy  a  tax  on  unimproved 
land  —  on  men  holding  large  areas  of  countir 
suited  for  settlement.  I  think  they  might  well 
be  asked  to  contribute  fairly  to  the  revenues  of 
the  Slat«.  And  then  I  think  also,  with  some 
other  gentlemen,  that  our  education  is  really  too 
expensive  altogether.  I  must  say  I  never  saw 
my  way  clear  to  support  the  system  of  free  edu- 
cation.  I  think  the  parents  of  cliildrcn  might 
fairly  bo  asked  to  contribute  a  small  sum  towards 
the  education  of  their  children.  These  are  mat- 
ters which  I  consider  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
might  fairly  have  taken  into  account.  He  has 
no  doubt  had  great  experience  in  many  things, 
Mr,  Thornton 


and  if  he  had  done  this  he  might  so  have  re- 
duced his  taxation  that,  instead  of  a  penny  in  the 
pound,  it  might  have  been  a  halfpenny.  1  do  not 
think  the  Qovemment  can  be  excused  for  the 
state  of  the  estimates.  I  believe  that  they  have 
had  a  great  deal  to  do  since  they  took  office ;  I 
admit  that,  to  the  fullest  extent.  At  the  same 
time,  they  themselves  must  acknowledge  that  they 
were  not  justified  in  bringing  down  estimates 
which  they  themselves  admit  are  extravagant.  I 
think,  on  second  reflection,  they  will  admit  that 
they  were  not  justified  in  doing  anything  of  that 
sort.  Then  I  think  that  our  present  difficulties 
may  perhaps  be  a  lesson  to  us  in  the  future.  I 
do  think  that  we  must  not  borrow  quite  so 
much  as  we  have  been  doing;  but  if  we  do 
borrow — and  I  admit  that  we  must  borrow ;  in 
fact,  all  young  countries  must  borrow — we  most, 
before  we  borrow  in  future,  borrow  for  certain 
works.  We  must  not  borrow  £5,000,000,  and 
allow  members  of  this  House  to  come  one  after 
another  and  scramble  for  it.  We  must  put  an 
end  to  that.  We  must  see  that  certain  works  are 
necessary,  in  the  first  place,  and  we  must  borrow 
money  to  execute  those  works.  That  is  the  system 
which  must  be  pursued  in  the  future ;  and  I  also 
think  this,  and  have  said  it  before  in  this  House : 
that  we  should  have  railway  districts.  I  do 
not  see  how  we  can  economize  at  all  if  the  Go- 
vernment is  to  borrow  money  and  then  allow 
gentlemen  to  come  down  to  this  House  and  re- 
quest that  this  line  and  the  other  line  should  be 
mode,  and  throw  the  expense  upon  the  colony 
generally.  Sir,  that  will  never  lead  to  economy. 
We  must  have  railway  districts.  Tou  must  say, 
in  regard  to  future  works,  "  If  you  wish  this  line 
of  railway,  you  must  form  yourselves  into  a  dis- 
trict, and  if  there  is  any  deficiency  you  yourselves 
must  be  prepared  to  make  it  up."  These  lines, 
in  future,  would  be  no  burden  to  the  State 
if  such  a  course  were  adopted.  I  think  we 
may  profit  by  the  present  circumstances  of  the 
country,  and,  if  we  exercise  a  prudent  economy, 
I  myself  have  no  fears  for  the  future  of  New 
Zealand. 

Sir  G-.  GREY. — Sir,  as  no  one  on  the  other 
side  appears  inclined  to  rise,  I  should  like  to 
speak  upon  the  subject  which  is  now  under  dis- 
cussion by  this  House.  Hitherto,  speakers  have 
attributed  blame  to  one  party  or  the  other. 
Blame  has  been  cast  by  that  side  upon  us,  and 
this  side  has  repelled  that  blame,  and  has  in  its 
turn  cast  blame  upon  the  Government.  That 
has  been  the  principle  of  the  discussion  to-night, 
or,  at  any  rate,  one  of  the  leading  features  of  it. 
Now,  I  think  we  have  passed  that  time.  When 
the  Goths  and  barbarians  have  sat  down  before 
a  beleaguered  city,  and  are  about  to  pillage  the 
unfortunate  inhabitants,  there  is  no  discussion 
then  as  to  whose  policy  brought  the  intruders 
to  the  door,  but  all  unite  to  repel  the  common 
enemy.  That  is  our  position  now.  There  on 
the  Government  benches  sit  the  Goths  and  the 
barbarians  ;  and  I  have  heard  the  snoring  of  the 
rank-and-file  of  their  followers  sleeping  around 
them,  careless  of  the  evils  they  are  about  to  in- 
flict upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  beleaguered  city 
—the  inhabitants  of  New  Zealand.    That  ia  oar 
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pretent  position.    I  saj,  firsHy,  that  we  ought 
not  to  be  pillaged  in  thii  wholesale  manner,  until 
certain  precautions  hare  first  been  taken.      It 
is  trulj  the  work  of  ruthless  inraders  to  pillage 
the  unfortunate  people.     But  it  might  hare  been 
expected  that,  in  this  case  at  least,  the  invaders, 
before  thej  attacked  the  persons  on  whom  they 
are  about  to  inflict  torture,  and  a  torture  of  a 
Terj  unpleasant  kind,  would  first  have  thought 
whether  it  was  possible  in  any  way  to  alieviate 
the    misfortunes    which    had    fallen    upon    the 
country.      But    no    such     conception     entered 
their  minds.     They   hare   thought   nothing   of 
economy.     The  measure  they  brought  down  this 
afternoon  prores  that  —  the  Bill  for  providing 
for  the  expenses  of  members  of   the  Genend 
Assembly.    Why  should   the  Legislative  Ooun> 
cillors  this  year  hare  paid  to  them  £420  each  ? 
What  great  cost  have  they  been  put  to  ?     Why 
should  we  be  thrown  into  one  hotch-potch  to- 
gether— Legislative  Councilloi's  and  representa- 
tires  of  the  people  ?    They  have  had  no  elections 
to  oonte«t,  no  large  districts  of  the  country  to  go 
over ;  none  of  them  can  say  that  they  are  any 
money  out  of  pocket.    A  prudent  Government 
would  at  least  have  made  some  difference  between 
the  two  classes.     I  believe  a  wise  Government 
would  have  said  that  the  Legislative  Councillors 
ought  not  to  be  paid  at  all.    They  are  appointed 
for  life.    Their  position  is  one  to  which  a  title  is 
attached.    They  are  not  chosen  by  the  people. 
What  would  be  said  if  a  proposal  were  made  to 
I»y  the  House  of  Peers  in  England  ?     Would  the 
British  nation  for  one  moment  stand  a  proposal  of 
that  kind?     If  such  a  proposal  were  made,  would 
there  not  be  an  outcry  from  John-o-Groats*  House 
to  the  Land's  End  ?     The  whole  country  would 
ring  with  denunciations  of  the  Government  who 
took  such  a  course.     Then,  again,  why  did  they 
not,  before  proposing  taxation  odious  in  kind  and 
form,  propose  to  make  reductions  in  the  great 
salaries  of  the  counti^?     Why  not  begin  with 
the  Governor  himself?    The  answer  to  that,  I 
suppose,  would  be  this :  That  the  Home  Gorem- 
ment  would  disallow  any  Act  of  the  kind;  that 
the  Home  Government  would  say,  **  We  sent  the 
Governor  out  to  you  on  the  understanding  that 
he  should  receire  a  certain  salary ;  and  you  must 
pay  it.     We  will  not  assent  to  any  Act  which  re- 
duces that :  such  a  proceeding  would  be  a  breach 
of  faith."    The  reply  to  that  is  very  obvious. 
The  Home  Government  constantly  removes  and 
dismisses  Governors   from    office    without    any 
remor«e  at  all.    A  Goremor  may  have  sought 
the  benefit  of  the  people  over   whom   he  was 
placed ;  he  may  have  done  that  which  the  people 
wished  him  to  do,  which  Vas  very  clearly  for 
their  great  benefit ;  but  if  it  gives  ofience  to  his 
employers  at  Home  they  do  not  hesitate  —  al- 
though they  entered  into  a  compact  with  him 
for  six  years  —  to  remove  him  at  a  moment's 
notice,  and  take  the  whole  of  his  salary  from 
him.     Can    they   say,    then,  that    we   have  no 
right,  when   the   Gk>ths  and  barbarians  are  at. 
our  gates,  to  seek  safety  by  reducing,  to  some 
extent,   the  salary  of  the   chief  officer   of   the 
country,  as  an   example  to  be   then  cheerfully 
followed  by  other  persons  ?    Clearly  no  such  argu- 
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ment  can  be  justly  used  to  us.  If  they  are  dis- 
satisfied with  the  amount  we  think  right  to  pay 
the  Governor  nominated  by  them,  let  them  make 
up  the  difierence  themselves.  That  would  be 
just  and  fair.  Then,  I  say,  a  proposal  should  be 
submitted  to  us  to  reduce  the  salaries  of  Minis- 
ters— that  the  proposal  rejected  by  those  gentle- 
men with  such  disdain  two  years  ago  should  be 
taken  up  now  by  themselves — that  they  should 
have  come  forward  and  stated  to  the  country, 
"  Before  imposing  heavy  taxation  upon  you,  we 
will  begin  by  reducing  our  own  salaries  and  the 
salaries  of  the  higlier  officers  of  the  country."  In 
that  way  a  good  example  would  be  set  by  the 
great  men  of  the  country  which  the  inhabitanta 
could  not  hare  helped  following  in  some  faint 
degree.  But  no  proposal  of  tliat  kind  has  been 
made.  From  that  point,  I  will  just  turn  to  the 
proposals  of  the  Government.  I  will  not  detain 
the  House  for  any  great  length  of  time.  They 
say  there  will  be  a  deficit  of  between  £800,000 
and  £900,000.  I  say  the  deficit  ought  not  to 
exceed  £550,000,  upon  a  fair  estimate.  That 
was  the  deficiency  which  was  calculated  upon. 
But,  whatever  the  deficiency  is,  the  mode  by 
which  they  propose  to  replace  that  deficiency  is 
unjust  to  the  country,  and  unwise.  What  they 
say  is,  shortly,  this:  that  in  this  country  all 
property  shall  be  taxed  —  that,  in  the  case  of 
persons  holding  property  above  £800  in  value, 
the  whole  of  their  property,  excepting  £300,  shall 
be  taxed.  I  will  return  to  that  point  presently. 
But  we  are  then  met  by  this :  We  were  told  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Waitemata  the  other 
night  that  there  was  no  distinction  between  land 
and  other  kinds  of  property^  and  that  therefore 
land  ought  not  to  be  difierently  taxed.  Now, 
I  .'say  that  land  differs  from  any  other  property 
on  the  earth.  Land  is  the  source  of  all  pro- 
perty. Land  is  that  from  which  all  property  is 
created.  Essentially,  in  its  nature,  it  diners 
from  erery  other  kind  of  property.  From  it  is 
produced  the  subsistence  upon  which  the  human 
race  maintains  itself,  because  every  article  upon 
which  man  lives  is  produced  from  the  land  itself. 
Without  the  land  nothing  oould  be  produced. 
From  the  land  comes  food,  upon  which  man  alone 
maintains  himself.  From  the  land  cattle  and 
sheep,  and  all  the  animals  upon  which  man 
subsists,  obtain  their  food.  From  the  land  come 
the  articles  with  which  man  clothes  himself. 
From  the  land  are  obtained  wool,  cotton,  every* 
thing  by  which  man  enables  himself  to  resist  cold, 
and  to  maintain  life  in  regions  where  he  could 
not  do  so  unless  with  clothing  of  that  kind. 
From  the  land  comes  all  by  which  man  adorns 
the  world.  From  the  earth  come  the  pigments 
with  which  painters  produce  the  works  of  art 
we  so  much  admire.  It  produces  the  fibre  of 
which  the  canvas  is  made  upon  which  the  paint- 
ings are  placed.  It  produces  the  marble  for 
the  statue  of  the  sculptor.  It  produces  iron 
and  copper;  and  it  produces  all  the  metals  of 
which  our  machinery  is  made.  The  land  yields 
everything  which  renders  life  in  this  world  valu- 
able*: without  owning  a  portion  of  it,  no  man 
can  own  a  home  of  his  own,  or  know  the  highest 
pleasures  of  domestic  joys.    Then,  how  can  it  bo 
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•aid  that  there  is  no  difference  between  land  and 
other  property  which  is  produced  from  land  ? 
No  man  can  lire,  unless  jou  giro  him  land  on 
which  to  support  himself.  A  man  cannot  subsist 
unless  JOU  give  him  some  means  of  raising  articles 
by  which  be  has  to  Utc  and  clothe  himself.  Tliere 
is  no  analogy  between  land  and  other  property, of 
whatever  kind  it  may  be;  all  that  enables  man 
to  lire  comes  from  land,  and  from  it  directly  pro- 
ceeds all  that  beautifies  life.  We  pass  further 
on  from  this  point  to  the  rest  of  the  argument. 
What  is  proposed  to  be  done  under  this  Bill  ? 
The  proposition  amounts  to  this :  that  land  is  not 
to  be  improved  to  a  high  degree.  There  is  no 
fairness  under  the  proposed  nyslem  of  taxation. 
I  belicTe  honorable  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
will  see,  if  they  think  the  subject  out  for  them- 
selves, that  a  law  of  this  kind  is  not  for  the 
^ood  of  the  country.  Where  an  income-tax  is 
imposed,  what  takes  place  is  this:  that,  if  a 
man  has  improved  his  property,  perhaps  spend- 
ing large  sums  before  it  yields  him  anything, 
the  tax  is  put  on  the  land  when  an  income 
arises  from  it.  But  under  this  system  you  tell 
a  man  he  must  not  improve  his  laud  for  his 
children  or  the  persons  who  may  come  after  him, 
because  he  is  to  be  taxed  for  all  he  does.  Each 
year  the  improvements  he  makes  will  subject  him 
to  heavier  taxation,  although  not  one  shilling  of 
income  may  be  yielded  from  the  estate  for  many 
years.  Thus  the  tax  is  a  most  obnoxious  tax,  for 
it  prohibits  men  from  arriving  at  distant  re- 
sults. Then  take  the  case  of  small  farmers  who 
may  acquire  land  surroundii^g  a  vast  property,  of 
which  there  are  many  in  New  Zealand — tmnll 
farms  round  a  vast  property,  the  interior  of  which 
has  been  left  untouched.  These  farmers  improve 
their  property  year  by  year,  and  will  yearly  be 
paying  a  higher  tax,  although  the  income  they 
derive  from  their  land  may  not  be  increased  at 
all,  or  may  be  increased  in  »o  trifling  a  degree  as 
to  be  scarcely  appreciable  ;  while  no  taxation 
will  be  derived  from  the  largo  extent  of  usiim- 
provcd  land  which  they  surround  except  on  the 
improvement  in  its  value  by  reason  of  the  work 
done  on  the  small  surrounding  farms.  They 
will  have  no  means  of  making  roads,  and  no 
means  of  getting  to  market,  unless  they  cross  this 
waste  under  circumstances  of  great  difficulty.  It 
is  most  unjust  that  that  large  property  shall  pay 
no  greater  a  sum  year  by  year,  except  in  so  far  as 
its  value  is  augmented  by  the  labour  of  others, 
whilst  these  fnialJer  properties  surrounding  it 
year  by  year  i«ny  heavier  taxation.  Then  their 
ploughs,  harrows,  oil  farming  implements,  farm- 
buildings,  houses,  Iioi!»es,  cattle  —  all  are  to  be 
taxed.  Who  will  build  good  farm-buildings 
under  such  a  law  ?  You  quench  all  just  pride  a 
man  may  have  in  the  beauty  and  substantial 
nature  of  his  homestead.  I  say  that  such  a  sys- 
tem ia  unwise,  and  must  keep  the  country  back 
for  years  to  come.  It  must  delay  improvements 
of  every  kind.  In  fact,  I  can  hardly  conceive  a 
more  pernicious  tax  being  imposed  upon  New 
Zealand  under  the  present  eircumstances  of  the 
colony.  Then  what  does  it  proceed  to  say  ?  It 
says  this :  that  in  New  Zealand  there  shall  be  no 
great  prirate  libmries;  into  New  Zealand  no  man 
Sir  Q,  Qrey 


shall  bring  mat  works  of  arts;  in  the  Cblonj 
of  New  Zealand  alone  care  is  to  be  taken  that 
treasures  which  we  ought  to  endearour  to  bring 
here  and  accumulate  from  the  older  countries  of 
Europe  are  not  to  be  brought  out  either  for  the 
delight  of  the  eye  or  the  improvement  of  the 
understanding;  because,  Sir,  every  book  is  to 
be  taxed,  every  painting  is  to  be  taxed — every- 
thing wiiich  can  tend  to  the  cultivation  of 
man,  of  his  intellect,  or  of  his  eyes,  or  of  his 
training  in  art.  We  were  told  by  the  Treasurer 
the  other  night  that  this  tax  is  imposed  in  the 
United  States  not  only  by  the  General  Gh)vem* 
ment,  but  by  each  of  the  State  Governments. 
I  believe  the  General  Government  of  the  United 
States  has  not  imposed  a  tax  of  this  kind.  I 
believe  when  the  General  Government  there  im- 
posed a  vrar-tax  it  imposed  an  income-tax.  It  is 
true  that  a  tax  of  this  nature  is  imposed  by 
various  States  of  America ;  but,  as  far  as  I  know, 
an  exception  is  made  in  favour  of  books,  of  pic- 
tures, of  statues,  of  all  works  of  art.  People  are 
encouraged  to  bring  into  the  country  that  which 
will  give  lasting  benefit  to  it.  A  wise  Govern- 
ment knows  that  almost  to  a  certainty  books 
brought  into  the  country  ultimately  pass  into  the 
great  public  libraries — that  is,  valuable  books  of 
every  kind.  They  know,  for  instance,  that  those 
persons  in  Great  Britain  who  formerly  imported 
manuscripts  and  books  of  great  value  from  tho 
Continent — from  Italy,  from  Spain,  from  France, 
from  the  mountain  monasteries  of  Greece — all 
countries  ransacked  to  get  the  best  books —  thej 
know  that,  when  men  of  that  character  bring 
in  such  books,  those  books  go  yeor  by  year  into 
the  great  libraries ;  and  wisely  they  enable  books 
of  that  kind,  and  works  of  art  and  paintings,  to 
be  brought  into  Great  Britain  from  all  parts  of 
Europe.  Such  works  have  nearly  all  passed  into 
the  great  national  galleries.  They  have  been  sold 
for  small  sums — some  pewon  dying,  and  saying 
that,  in  consideration  of  a  small  payment  to  his 
fanuly,  the  books  or  works  of  art  he  leaves  behind 
him  shall  ^o  to  the  great  national  institutions. 
Wbe  Governments,  therefore,  encourage  such 
things  ;  and  even  nations  not  so  far  adranced  as 
we  in  civilization  not  only  encourage,  like  Spain, 
the  introduction  of  works  of  art,  but  absolutely 
pass  laws  prohibiting  their  export.  Yet  here  in 
New  Zealand,  starting  in  its  infancy  with  a  popu- 
lation which  we  should  raise  to  the  highest  pitch 
of  civilization,  every  person  is  to  be  taxea  for 
every  volume  in  his  library  ;  and,  if  a  person  in- 
troduces works  of  art  certain  to  become  public 
property,  still  he  is  to  be  taxed  for  them.  So 
that  persons  having  these  works  in  their  posses- 
sion will  send  them  out  of  New  Zealand,  if  a  law 
of  this  kind  is  passed.  I  say,  in  every  respect, 
this  law  mu>t  have  the  effect  of  stopping  what 
I  call  all  progress  in  New  Zealand — progress  in 
material  improvement,  progress  in  mental  cul- 
ture. I  feel  certain  that  no  man  hereafter  will 
continue,  as  hitherto  has  been  the  ease,  to  spend 
large  sums  of  money  in  introducing  into  this 
country  property  which  gives  no  return,  trusting 
to  a  return  in  the  elevation  it  will  give  to  the 
people  of  New  Zealand,  if  every  shilling  they 
spend  far  the  good  of  the  country  is  to  be  texed 
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without  tbeir  deriving;  anj  benefit  from  it.  I 
Baj  it  is  striking  at  tlie  advancement  of  the  coun- 
try in  a  way  which  I  hope  honorable  members 
will  think  of  before  they  allow  a  measure  of 
this  kind  to  be  passed.  It  would  be  easy  enough 
to  rau'e  by  an  income-tax  far  more  than  is  neces- 
sary for  the  wants  of  the  country ;  and  that, 
Sir,  by  an  income-tax  that  shall  fall  upon  the 
people  much  more  lightly  than  it  falls  upon 
the  people  of  Great  Britain ;  that  shall  touch 
no  one,  not  only  of  a  property  worth  £300, 
but  having  an  income  of  less  than  £300  a 
year ;  that  shall  touch  only  in  a  small  propor- 
tion those  whose  incomes  are  derived  from  them- 
selves— that  is  to  say,  from  their  mental  capabili- 
ties or  bodily  capabilities :  an  income-tax  so 
proportioned  that  persons  who  derive  their  in- 
comes from  professions,  or  from  following  the 
trade  of  artists,  or,  in  fact,  any  kind  of  trade  in 
which  mental  or  bodily  skill  or  labour  gives  (he 
income,  shall  pay  only  half  the  tax  which  those 
pay  whose  incomes  are  derived  from  fixed  and 
cumulative  property.  Then,  again,  it  would  be 
quite  possible  immediately  to  get  rid  of  some  of 
the  burdens  laid  on  the  country.  We  have  now 
to  pay  annually  for  sinking  fund ;  but  we  might 
at  once  make  a  marked  saving  in  that  respect 
by  following  the  course  which  was  pursued  in 
Sngland,  which  is  acknowledged  to  be  the  fairest 
course,  and  which  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
after  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  desired  to 
follow,  but  hesitated  because  it  was  a  now  plan, 
until  at  last  a  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was 
found  who  had  the  courage  to  adopt  it.  I  say, 
by  beginning  to  make  savings  of  that  kind,  and 
then  by  making  savings  in  salaries  on  some  fixed 
principle,  and  by  reductions  in  salaries  wliich 
can  afibrd  it,  and  which,  in  times  of  distress, 
should  afford  it,  we  could  so  far  reduce  the 
amount  to  be  met  that,  by  putting  on  such 
an  income- tax  as  I  have  spoken  of,  and  by 
increasing  the  land-tax,  to  which  I  shall  refer 
presently,  the  difference  would  be  amply  and 
sufficiently  met.  We  can  fulfil  every  engage- 
ment we  have  ent^'red  into;  we  can  preserve 
our  credit  undoubted ;  we  can  show  that  when 
a  difficulty  arises  we  are  able  to  meet  it  in 
the  manner  it  is  said  it  ought  to  be  met ;  and 
we  need  not  inflict  upon  the  people  of  tho 
country  the  evil  that  will  be  imposed  by  tho  tax 
the  Government  propose.  Now  I  come  to  tho 
question  of  taxing  land.  I  say  that  it  is  a  neces- 
sity that  land  should  be  taxed.  I  say  that  such 
is  the  prevailing  opinion  everywhere  at  the  pre- 
sent day.  Floods  of  thought  have  swept  over 
countries  from  age  to  age  —  sometimes  such  a 
flood  of  thought  as  that  which  gave  rise  to  the 
Crusades ;  sometimes  such  a  flood  of  thought  as 
that  which  gave  riso  to  Keform  ;  sometimes  such  a 
flood  of  thought  as  sweeps  away  unjust  taxation 
like  the  Corn  Laws.  And  then,  Sir,  when  these 
flood*  of  thought  do  come,  and  when  such  things 
are  swept  away  as  the  Com  Laws,  we  wonder  at  the 
folly,  at  the  ignorance,  of  leading  men  of  the  day 
who  have  resisted  the  changes.  What  must  be 
the  feelings  of  men  nhen  tliey  recollect  how  the 
proposal  to  abolish  the  Corn  Laws  and  give  cheap 
food  to  the  people  of  England  was  received  b^ 


the  leading  statesmen  of  that  day  —  that  Lord 
Melbourne,  who  held  the  position  of  Premier 
of  the  country,  should  have  stood  up  and 
said  that  he  had  read  in  history  and  heard  in 
his  lifetime  many  proposals  of  the  strangest 
kind  made  by  persons  in  Great  Brituiu  who 
wanted  to  bring  about  alterations  in  the  laws 
and  systems  of  the  country ;  but  he  never  had 
heard  anything  so  fooli?h,  apything  that  be- 
trayed such  ignorance,  anything  that  showed 
such  absolute  folly,  as  the  proposal  to  sweep 
away  the  Corn  Laws!  That  was  what  the  Qto- 
vernuient  of  tlie  day  in  England  said :  but  the 
tide  of  public  opinion  rose,  swelling  like  a  great 
fea,  and  swept  foolish,  silly  opinions  like  that 
away.  And  then  people  acknowledged  that  the 
change  was  great  and  good,  and  that  those  who 
opposed  it  were  not  wise  in  their  generation,  and 
ought  not  to  have  been  trusted  with  the  lead  and 
management  of  affairs.  I  say  that  opinion  is  now 
rising  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland — it  has  swept 
over  Europe,  and  is  rising  in  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland — that  a  tax  must  be  imposed  upon  land  : 
that  the  whole  land  system  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  must  be  swept  away.  Everybody  feels 
now  that  such  must  be  tho  case.  The  same  feel* 
iiig  arose  in  France,  in  Holland,  in  Belgium,  in 
Germany,  in  Italy,  in  Austria,  and  the  land  laws 
in  those  countries  were  all  swept  away,  and  one 
system  of  land  tenure  has  become  established 
in  all.  those  countries.  Some  men  stood  out 
against  the  change,  as  some  of  our  statesmen* 
here  in  New  Zealand  do ;  but  the  great  states- 
men  of  Germany  acknowledged  that  the  change 
must  come.  And  now  they  are  glad  that  it  has 
come,  because  it  has  given  new  life  and  new 
freedom  to  the  German  people.  Any  one  who 
compares  the  later  writings  of  those  who  op- 
posed the  change  with  what  they  wrote  and 
said  before  it  was  brot^ht  about,  will  find 
that  they  acknowledge  tlmt  tho  change  had  to 
come,  and  that  they  arc  glad  it  took  place ;  and 
that  is  the  opinion  in  all  those  countries  in 
Europe  which  I  have  named,  in  which  one  com- 
mon system  of  land  laws  bos  been  established. 
I  say,  m  the  same  way  it  must  come  in  New  Zea- 
land. I  say  a  totally  diflerent  land  system  must 
be  established  here ;  that  an  end  must  be  put 
this  very  session  to  tho  acquisition  of  vast  tracta 
of  land  from  tho  Natives  by  means  which  I  con- 
ceive to  be  absolutely  fraudulent.  I  believe,  when 
the  liistury  of  the  way  in  which  those  lands  were 
acquired  is  written,  it  will  fill  men's  minds  with 
sorrow  to  think  such  things  were  done  by  men 
who  were  the  representatives  of  Great  Britain, 
and  who  were  the  inheritors  of  her  great  name. 
There  has  been  a  lull  lately,  and  during  that  lull 
gigantic  efforts  are  being  made  to  acquire  graat 
tracts  of  lund.  At  the  present  moment  negotia- 
tions of  a  most  extensive  kind  are  going  on,  and 
evils  almost  irremediable  will  be  inflicted  on  New 
Zealand  if  an  end  is  not  put  to  the  system  thb 
present  session.  Then,  again,  I  say  we  have  a 
right  to  demand  that  a  tax  shall  be  imposed  upon 
land  to  which  such  vast  value  has  been  given  by 
no  efforts  of  the  pre.«ent  occupiers  of  it.  Great 
value  has  been  given  to  it  by  the  mere  increase  in 
the  population.    Upon  those  who  are  poor,  upon 
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thoso  who  are  labourers,  falls  the  task  of  rearing 
the  great  mass  of  the  population  that  shall  fill 
the  couutrj ;  and  jet  I  heard  here  to-night  a 
proposal  to  further  tax  them  bj  imposing  school 
fees  upon  them.  I  heard  that  proposal  made 
to-night  by  persons  who  had  not,  I  tnink,  suffi- 
ciently considered  what  they  were  saying.  Why, 
Sir,  those  persons  whom  it  is  proposed  to  tax  in 
this  way  are  the  very  people  wlio  mainly  support 
the  public  schools  under  the  present  system  of 
taxation.  The  present  system  of  taxation  falls 
most  hardly  upon  them.  There  is  not  a  child  in 
those  schools  who  does  not  pay  something  towards 
its  own  education  by  comforts  whicli  it  foregoes. 
There  is  not  a  single  child — from  the  youngest  to 
the  oldest — who  does  not  year  by  year  forego  some 
article  of  clothing,  some  pleasure,  perhaps  some 
necessary  article  of  food  or  medicine,  in  order  that 
mone^  may  be  found  by  its  parents  to  pay  the 
taxation  out  of  which  those  schools  are  sup- 
ported. Yet  the  rich  men  are  about  to  take 
away  their  free  education.  It  is  termed  **  free,*' 
bat  it  is  not  really  free,  because  all  pay  for  it. 
The  rich  men  are  now  about  to  take  care  that 
the  parents,  in  addition  to  this  taxation,  are  to 
be  obliged  to  pay  school  fees,  or  their  children 
are  to  go  uneducated  ;  or  is  it  possible  that  they 
mean  this  ? — that,  notwithstandinff  what  may  be 
the  suffering  of  the  family,  school  fees  shaU  be 
wrung  from  them  by  some  law  which  will  make 
the  children  ao  to  school,  and  make  the  parents 
pay  fees  whellier  they  are  able  to  do  so  or  not.  1 
say  that  land  here  is  a  fair  subject  of  taxation. 
Those  who  occupy  great  tracts  of  land  shut  out 
their  fellow-men  from  them.  Those  who  occupy 
great  tracts  of  land  make  the  formation  of  roads 
difficult,  they  make  the  formation  of  towns  diffi- 
cult, they  make  difficult  in  every  way  intercourse 
among  their  fellow- men.  They  make  a  country 
of  paupers,  with  a  few  rich  men  in  it  to  rule  those 
paupers  almost  as  they  like.  I  am  certain  that 
the  GoTernment  know  that  the  tendency  of  this 
measure  is  to  repeal  the  land-tax,  or,  as  I  under- 
stand it  is  said,  in  gentle,  persuasiye  language, 
the  land-tax  is  to  be  merp;ed  into  a  property- 
tax.  There  is  no  merging  m  the  matter.  They 
are  essentially  different  things,  and  the  Gorem- 
ment  know  that.  They  are  as  different  as  light 
and  darkness.  The  land-tax  falls  fairly  upon  those 
who  hold  large  properties,  to  which,  as  I  haye 
•aid,  by  population,  or  by  taxation  taken  from 
other  men,  an  immense  yalue  is  giren  without 
any  effort  of  the  landowners  themselves.  They 
become  men  like  the  present  Duke  of  West- 
minster, owning  an  enormous  portion  of  London, 
without  one  penny  haying  been  spent  by  himself 
or  his  predecessors  upon  that  properly.  The  mere 
accumulation  of  four  millions  of  people,  and  the 
necessity  of  their  liring,  have  compelled  them  to 
pay  enormous  prices  for  permission  to  exist  on  the 
land.  This  has  enabled  a  few  people  who  own 
the  land  to  decide  that  a  large  extent  of  London 
shall  be  built  in  a  certain  way  to  please  them- 
selres,  without  any  regard  whatever  for  health 
or  convenience,  and  without  taking  care  for  the 
wishes  of  those  who  may  occupy  the  bouses.  In- 
stead of  intellect  being  exercised  in  a  great  variety 
of  ways — one  man  saying, "  My  house  shall  be  con- 
Sir  O,  Qretf 


structed  in  such  a  way  as  will  be  most  suited  to 
health  ;"  another  saying, '- 1  will  set  an  example 
to  all  men  as  to  what  is  good  ventilation,  and 
w!»at  is  the  proper  form  of  a  bouse  *' — each  man  is 
now  tied  down  by  a  contract  to  build  houses  such 
as  the  owners  of  those  great  properties  propose. 
This  leads  to  a  most  pernicious  system.  Qentle- 
men  who  know  the  subject  know  that  there  are 
streets  in  London  where  you  dare  not  open  the 
back  windows.  Take  the  greatest  part  of  Bel- 
gravia :  in  the  most  magnificent  streets  there,  yon 
will  alwajs  find,  behind  the  whole  area  of  the 
houses,  what  are  called  *'mews"  —  stables  for 
horses,  and  places  for  the  carriages.  The  back 
windows  do  not  even  let  in  the  light.  Thej  are 
probably  of  coloured  glass :  at  any  rate,  they  ex- 
clude the  light.  You  cannot  look  out  of  them,  nor 
throw  them  up  without  a  most  dreadful  stench 
coming  in  to  you  from  the  stables.  Yet  no  one 
is  allowed  to  build  a  house  in  any  other  form. 
The  people  who  own  that  land  derive  a  large 
revenue,  without  any  effort  of  their  own  to  give 
value  to  their  property.  The  houses  are  not  (Riilt 
by  themselves.  The  land  is  let  on  long  building 
leases,  and  the  property  ultimately  becomes  the 
property  of  those  who  own  the  land;  and  the 
houses  are  built  in  a  prescribed  form.  It  is 
just,  under  such  circumstances,  to  tax  sooh  land 
in  proportion  to  the  value  given  to  it  by  the 
increase  of  population  and  the  improvements  of 
other  men ;  and  that  is  what  we  propose  to  do 
in  this  country.  We  propose,  in  thu  conntrj, 
that  those  who  do  get  estates  of  enormous  value 
— that  yalue  l>eing  dependent  in  no  proportionate 
degree  upon  their  own  exertions— shall  be  made 
to  pay  a  tax  on  the  value  other  men  have  given  to 
it.  If  that  is  not  approved  of — if  that  system 
is  thought  bad — then  come  to  the  other  system, 
which  is  the  next  one  proposed.  That  is.  Tax 
land  in  proportion  to  its  extent — so  much  an  acre 
up  to  1,000  acres;  so  much  an  acre  fn>m  1,000 
acres  up  to  2,000  acre^ii ;  so  much  an  acre  from 
2,000  acres  up  to  3,000  acres ;  so  much  an  acre 
from  3,000  acres  up  to  5,000  acres;  and  so  on. 
That  is  the  system  pursued  in  other  countries; 
and  that  is  the  system  which  ought  to  be  pur- 
sued here.  I  feel,  therefore,  that  we  have  a  right 
to  expect  this  from  the  Qovemment.  We  have  a 
right  to  say  to  them,  "  Your  financial  proposals, 
as  at  present  before  us,  are  unsatisfactory.  Take 
them  back  again.  Reduce  your  estimates ;  and 
then  change  your  system  of  taxation.  Beduoe  to 
a  sum  of  from  £500,000  to  £600,000  your  defi- 
ciency. That  may  be  well  done.  Having  done 
that,  make  up  for  that  deficiency  by  another 
system  of  taxation."  Even  now,  this  evening,  I 
an  told  there  has  arrived  from  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  Dunedin  a  proposition  that  the  land- 
lax  should  be  retained  and  increased.  That  is 
one  proposition.  I  believe  that  from  every  part 
of  the  country  the  same  application  will  come 
in.  I  tliink  these  measures  are  so  important 
that  some  length  of  time  should  be  given  to  the 
people  of  the  country  to  consider  them.  Up  to 
this  time  there  has  been  no  full  discussion  upon 
the  subject.  Even  tonight  the  subject  has  not 
been  discussed  with  that  fulness  with  which  such 
a  subject  ought  to  be  discussed.    Some  honor- 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


1379.] 


Sapply. 


[HOUSE.] 


Supply. 


458 


able  gentlemen  are  absent ;  some  honomble  gentle- 
men hare  addressed  themselTes  to  other  subjects, 
and  not  to  the  question  as  to  bow  this  tax  will 
fall  upon  the  country  and  what  its  effects  will  be. 
The  subject  should  be  argued  out,  and  considered 
fully,  and  until  that  consideration  has  been  given 
to  it  we  should  not  agree  to  the  propositions  of 
the  Qorernment  as  they  are  now  before  us.  It 
ahould  be  distinctly  understood  whether  the  Go- 
Temment  intend  to  put  on  school  fees.  It  should 
be  distinctly  stated  whether  they  intend  to  meddle 
'with  the  present  system  of  education  or  not.  I 
am  told  the  compact  says  not.  We  were  told 
to-night  that  the  history  of  those  two  months 

rst  will  be  written  some  day.  I  hope  it  will  be. 
hope  the  honorable  member  for  Newton  will 
Bome  day  furnish  his  quota  to  that  history.  I 
haTO  no  doubt  secret  papers  will  come  out — that 
the  whole  history  will  be  written;  and  I  agree 
with  those  who  say  some  strange  disclosures  will 
be  made.  I  believe  that  a  most  interesting  his- 
torical episode  will  come  out,  one  on  which  his- 
torians will  dwell  with  delight,  one  which  will 
form  an  interesting  page  in  history,  on  which 
boys  in  school  who  study  the  history  of  the  coun- 
try will  dwell  with  pleasure,  while  they  aban- 
don the  heayier  part  of  the  historical  work  that 
lies  before  them.  I  hope  it  will  come  out.  But 
in  the  meantime  I  shall  do  this :  I  think  it  so 
important  that  the  subject  should  be  fairly  con- 
sidered that  I  rooTe,  This  debate  be  now  ad- 
journed. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  — It  is  not  in  order  for  a 
member,  who  has  spoken  to  the  questipn,  then 
to  move  the  adjournment  of  the  debate. 

Dr.  WALLIS. — I  beg  to  move  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  debate. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Being  only  a  plain  busi- 
ness man,  I  do  not  propose  to  follow  the  honor- 
able gentleman  through  those  fliglits  of  fancy — 
for  the  House  will  not  for  a  moment  suppose 
they  were  history — that  the  hoi.oiable  gentleman 
has  given  us  in  such  eloqnrr:t  terms.  But  I 
shall  ask  the  House  to  come  back  to  the  plain 
hard  facts  we  have  now  to  conitider.  I  shall 
endeavour,  as  far  as  it  is  possible,  to  answer  the 
speakers  on  the  other  side  of  the  House  who  have 
in  any  way  touched  upon  the  proposals  of  the 
Government;  for  it  must  be  admitted  that  a 
weaker  attack  was  never  made  upon  any  Gorem- 
ment  by  gentlemen  who  have  been  given  so  long 
to  consider  the  subject,  and  who  for  the  past 
week  have  been  representing  that  they  were  going 
to  demolish  the  Government  and  their  finance 
altogether.  I  will  refer,  in  the  first  place,  to  what 
has  fallen  from  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Thames,  and,  with  the  permission  of  the  House, 
I  will  review  the  honorable  gentleman's  speech. 
Honorable  members  will  see  that  it  is  impossible 
for  me  to  follow  him  through  his  speech,  because 
he  has  wandered  about  in  a  way  which  is  usual 
with  him,  but  which  is  not  at  all  applicable  to 
the  serious  matters  we  have  under  consideration. 
First,  with  regard  to  education.  The  honorable 
gentleman  desires  to  know  what  the  Govern- 
ment propose  to  do  about  "  free  education,"  as  it  is 
called.  He  has  told  us  that  the  present  system  is 
npt  free,  but  he  did  not  tell  us  how  it  was  possible 


to  get  a  freer  system.  I  want  to  know  why  he  has 
any  doubts  as  to  what  the  Government  is  going 
to  do.  It  is  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  whom 
the  honorable  gentleman  says  he  follows,  who 
has  said  that  alteration  must  bo  mnile.  It  is  true 
that  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames  tells 
us  that  he  is  an  outcast,  and  therefore  he  is  at 
liberty,  no  doubt,  to  repudiate  the  utterances  of 
his  leader  of  to-night — tiie  honorable  member  for 
Port  Chalmers.  But  I  say  distinctly  that  the 
Government  have  no  idea  at  all  of  altering  the 
present  system  of  education  in  any  way  ;  and  that 
the  suggestion  to  which  the  honorable  member 
for  the  Thames  refers  comes  as  a  serious  proposi- 
tion from  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  as  a  way 
out  of  the  present  financial  difficulty. 

Hon.  Mjsmbbrb. — From  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works. 

Major  ATKINSON.— No ;  it  does  not  come 
from  the  Minister  for  Public  Works.  It  comes 
from  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  in  his  scheme 
to  relieve  us  from  our  present  financial  difficulties. 
Let  that  be  distinctly  understood.  And  not  only 
does  it  come  from  the  leader  of  the  Opposition, 
whom  the  honorable  gentleman  professes  to-night 
to  be  following,  but  it  also  comes  from  another 
ex-Minister,  the  late  Minister  of  Lands. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  Hon.  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  say  that  it  comes  from 
those  two  honorable  gentlemen ;  and,  speaking  in 
the  name  of  the  Government,  I  say  that  under 
no  circumstances  did  we  intend  to  adopt  the 
suggestion  of  the  Opposition  in  this  matter. 
Then  the  honorable  gentleman  tells  us  that  he 
has  calculated  the  deficit ;  but  he  did  not  con- 
descend to  give  us  the  figures.  He  gives  us  his 
conclusions.  The  honorable  gentleman  always 
gives  his  conclusions,  but  he  leaves  the  House  en- 
tirely ignorant  of  his  reasons.  We  all  know  per- 
fectly well  that  it  is  easy  to  talk  in  an  airy  way 
as  to  how  the  expenditure  can  be  reduced.  The 
honorable  gentleman  tells  us  it  can  be  reduced. 
I  want  to  know  how.  I  have  put  the  figures  as 
plainly  as  I  could  before  the  House.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  tells  us  that  the  deficiency  can  be 
reduced  to  £500,000  or  £600,000.  It  was  his 
duty,  then,  to  tell  us  how  the  deficiency  can  be 
reduced  to  that  amount.  Of  course  I  am  led  to 
suppose,  of  necessity,  that  the  honorable  gentle- 
man has  been  in  communication  with  the  leader 
of  his  party  and  the  other  members  of  it.  He 
tells  us  the  deficiency  can  be  reduced  to  £500,000 
or  £600,000 :  is  his  proposal,  then,  to  reduce  it 
by  placing  the  police  on  the  counties  and  local 
bodies,  and  the  education  of  the  children  on 
the  parents  ?  Whether  that  will  be  satisfactory 
finance  to  the  House  I  do  not  know.  It  cer- 
tainly will  not  be  satisfactory  finance  to  thb 
side  of  the  House,  whatever  it  may  be  to  the 
honorable  gentlemen  on  the  other  side.  I  now 
come  to  w-hat  the  honorable  gentleman  had  to 
say  with  regard  to  the  land-tax,  and  the  pro« 
perty-tax  as  proposed  by  the  Gorernment.  The 
honorable  gentleman  entirely  misapprehends  what 
an  income-tax  is.  The  honorable  gentleman 
entirely  misapprehends  what  the  property- tax 
is,  as  proposed  by  the  GoTernment.    Sir,  first 
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allow  me  to  deal  with  the  question  of  the  land- 
tax  being  merged  in  the  present  Bill.  It  is 
mergtfd  in  the  present  Bill :  it  is  not  removed — 
it  is  there  in  larger  proportions  than  erer.  It 
is  proposed  to  go  on  taxing  the  unearned  incre- 
ment, if  there  is  such  a  thing — to  go  on  taxing 
the  land,  as  it  grows  from  year  to  year.  It  is  an 
accurate  description  of  what  we  propose  when  it 
is  said  that  the  land-tax  shall  be  merged  into 
the  prop?rtT-tax ;  but  tliere  is  this  great  dis- 
tinction to  be  observed :  We  say  the  land  is  not 
the  only  property  which  shouU  bo  taxed.  We 
say,  equally  with  the  land  should  all  other  pro- 
perty be  taxed.  It  may  be  a  matter  for  argu- 
ment between  the  honorable  gentleman  and  our- 
selves whether  there  should  be  a  difference  in  the 
rate  of  tax — whether  we  should  charge  more  for 
land  and  less  for  property.  That  is  a  debatable 
question.  We  charge  on  the  land  according  to 
its  value  to  sell  from  time  to  time.  That  is  what 
the  honorable  gentleman  did  under  his  land-tax. 
When  the  honorable  gentleman  describes  this  as 
promoting  large  holdings,  he  does  not  know  what 
the  Act  contains,  or  he  is  misrepresenting  what  is 
in  it.  Then  the  honorable  gentleman  goes  on  to 
tell  us  that  this  is  a  proposal  to  tax  land  improve- 
ments. He  drew  a  very  pretty  picture  of  the 
man  working  on  his  own  land  from  day  to  day 
improving  it ;  and  said  that,  if  only  an  income- 
tax  were  imposed  instead  of  a  property-tax,  the 
man  who  worked  from  day  to  day  improving  his 
land  would  never  be  touched.  Can  the  honor- 
able gentleman  tell  me  any  country  in  the  world 
where  an  income-tax  was  proposed  whicli  did 
not  include  a  tax  upon  land  improved  as  de- 
scribed ?  He  knows,  as  well  as  1  do,  that  the 
land  improved  from  year  to  year  would  be  taxed 
whether  the  owner  of  it  got  a  profit  out  of  it  or 
not.  He  knows  that  in  every  income-tax  the 
land  is  always  taxed  on  a  certain  value,  as  it 
improves  from  year  to  year.  Therefore  that 
argument  of  the  honorable  gentleman  also  falls  to 
the  ground.  Then  the  honorable  gentleman  fur- 
ther tells  us  that  he  has  devised  another  means 
of  relieving  the  taxpayer — a  safe  plan,  which 
English  statesmen  adopt — by  getting  rid  of  the 
sinking  fund  and  accumulated  interest  which  we 
are  obUged  to  pay  upon  the  sinking  fund.  The 
honorable  gentleman  had  an  extraordinary  Bill 
prepared  to  deal  with  this  matter— a  Bill  which, 
1  venture  to  say,  would  have  ruined  our  credit  in 
the  Loudon  money-market.  I  have  not  the  least 
doubt  about  that.  1  know  that  is  only  my  opin- 
ion, and  only  goes  for  what  it  is  worth.  If  the 
honorable  gentleman  had  taken  the  pains  to  read 
the  Consolidated  Stock  Act  he  would  have  found 
that  he  had  every  power — only  properly  guarded 

—  to  do  what  be  wants,  to  do  what  he  pro- 
poses to  do  under  this  Bill,  in  a  most  satis- 
factory way.  If  the  honorable  gentleman  had 
chosen  to  bring  that  Stutute  into  operation  lie 
could  have  got  rid  of  a  large  portion  of  this  sink- 
ing fund  and  the  accrued  interest  we  have  to 
pay ;    but  the  honorable   gentleman    apparently 

—  I  will  not  impute  motives  —  took  such  steps, 
by  the  appointment  of  persons  not  interested 
in  the  proposal,  but  directly  interested  in  not 
bringing  it  into  force, -as  to  defeat  the  meaeure 

Major  Atkinton 


and  prevent  its  taking  effect  up  to  the  present 
time.  Had  he  chosen,  it  might  now  have  been  in 
force,  and  a  large  amount  of  our  difficulty  on  this 
score  removed.  Then,  Sir,  with  regard  to  what 
the  honorable  gentleman  says  about  our  debts,  and 
our  duty  to  exercise  economy,  we  have  endea- 
voured as  far  as  it  is  possible  to  express  to  this 
House  in  very  decided  terms  in  the  Financial 
Statement  our  desire  to  effect  economy.  The 
honorable  member  for  Clutha  was  pleated  to  say 
that  he  could  not  find  a  single  expression  to  that 
effect,  and  the  honorable  member  for  Akaroa,  who 
prides  himself  upon  his  accuracy,  cheered  him. 
I  will  just  quote  a  fcv  lines  from  the  Financial 
Statement  to  show  what  attention  the  honorable 
gentleman  paid  to  that  Statement.  At  page  2 
you  will  find  these  words  : — 

"We  hope,  moreover,  by  careful  administra- 
tion, to  be  able,  after  further  experience,  to  effect 
considerable  reductions ;  but  upon  this  point  it 
is  impossible  to  do  more  than  promise  that  we 
will  use  our  best  endeavours  to  confine  the  ex- 
penditure within  the  narrowest  limits  consistent 
with  efficiency  in  the  public  service.  We  shall 
al^,  during  the  recess,  carefully  examine  into  the 

f>resent  organization  of  the  Civil  Service*  and  see 
low  far,  by  the  combination  of  necrssary  offices 
and  the  abolition  of  unnecessary  ones,  the  ex- 
penditure can  be  further  reduced  next  year. 
Competent  and  well-paid  officers  are  absolutely 
essential  to  good  government,  while  a  large  staJf 
of  under-paid  Civil  servants  is  not  only  costly, 
but  is  in  its  very  nature  fatal  to  efficient  ad- 
ministration." 

Then  further  on  I  said, — 

"  And  I  feel  confident  that  we  shall  receive  tlie 
hearty  support  of  the  House  and  of  the  country 
in  giving  effect  to  our  proposals  to  sell  land  only 
for  settlement,  and  to  make  our  ordinary  revenue 
equal  our  ordinary  expenditure  by  the  imposition 
01  the  necessary  taxation  after  all  possible  reduc- 
tions have  been  made  in  the  expenditure." 

Well,  if  that  is  not  sufficient  indication  of  an 
intention  to  economize,  I  altogether  fail  to  see 
what  is.  No  doubt  I  might,  if  I  liad  been  fond 
of  talking,  have  said  timt  in  half  an  hour  I 
could  reduce  the  expenditure  by  one  or  two 
hundred  thousand  pounds.  The  Ch>vernmettt 
are  not  prepared  to  make  statements  of  that 
sort  without  accurate  grounds  to  go  upon.  We 
shall  use  economy  to  the  utmost.  We  shall 
endeavour  to  reduce  the  estimates  in  Committee. 
We  gave  a  pledge  that  we  should  reduce  the  ex- 
penditure to  the  utmost  during  the  recMS.  With 
regard  to  this,  honorable  members  must  recollect 
that  five  months  of  the  financial  year  have  al- 
ready gone,  and  I  believe  that  the  payments  have 
been  nmde  on  some  of  the  increased  estimates  since 
last  June.  I  found  that  out  the  other  day  ;  but 
how  that  may  bo  in  all  cases  I  am  unable  to  say. 
I  found  out  that  in  some  ca^es  it  was  being  done, 
and  wo  issued  circulars  saving  that  no  more  in- 
creases were  to  be  paid  until  the  House  declared 
its  pleasure  upon  ihe  matter.  The  rule  when  I 
have  been  in  office  before  has  been  this :  that  the 
estimates,  so  soon  as  they  are  prepared,  are  given 
to  the  Auditors,  and  upon  them  the  Auditors  paj* 
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upon  the  current  year  until  Parliament  has  Totod 
the  monej. 

Mr.  GISBORNB.—Not  increases. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Oh,  jes,  if  authorized  by 
Ministers.  Now,  with  regard  to  the  preparation 
of  these  estimates,  I  am,  of  course,  quite  unable  to 
say  what  has  been  the  habit  of  tlie  late  Ministry, 
or  the  mode  in  which  they  conducted  thoir  busi- 
ness. But  in  all  Goremments  of  which  I  hare  any 
knowledge  the  process  is  this :  that  each  depart- 
ment prepares  itis  estimates  for  the  year ;  that  they 
are  then  submitted  to  the  Minister  of  the  depart- 
ment. The  Minister  of  the  department,  after  ap- 
proTal,  forwards  them  to  tlie  Treasury,  where  they 
are  compiled  and  put  into  shape,  after  which  they 
arc  finally  submitted  to  the  Cabinet  for  revision. 
When  we  came  into  office,  I  found  the  estimates  in 
tlie  Treasury,  apparently  ready  for  the  considerji- 
tion  of  the  Ministers  in  Cabinet.  How  far  the 
Ministers  complied  with  the  ordinary  rule  I  am 
unable  to  say.  We  have  been  told  that  two 
members  of  the  Ministry  had  examined  them.  I 
was  careful  to  guard  myself  by  saying  that  I  did 
not  hold  the  honorable  gentlemen  lately  in  office 
responsible  as  a  Goyemment  for  these  estimates. 
I  stated  to  this  House  how  I  found  the  esti- 
mates— that  I  understood  they  had  been  care- 
fully revised  by  each  Minister  of  a  department ; 
but  that  they  hod  not  been  submitted  for  final 
revision  by  the  Cabinet.  Another  question  has 
arisen.  We  have  been  accused  of  bringing  down 
estimates  which  are  an  enormous  increase  upon 
former  estimates.  That  is  true  in  a  sense,  but  if 
honorable  gentlemen  will  look  at  them  they  will 
see  it  is  hardly  true  as  a  matter  of  fact.  There 
occurs  a  large  increase  in  the  Railway  Depart- 
ment, which  is  supposed  to  be  on  account  of  the 
newly-opened  lines,  and  £118,000  for  interest, 
which  will  more  than  make  up  for  the  increase  in 
the  estimates  as  a  whole.  We  have  asked  the 
assistance  of  the  House  to  reduce  the  estimates  as 
far  as  practicable,  and  we  have  pledged  ourselves 
to  still  further  reduce  the  sum  voted  by  the 
House,  if  possible,  when  we  possess  a  knowledge 
of  how  that  can  be  done  without  affecting  the 
efficiency  of  the  service.  The  honorable  member 
for  AkaroA  could  only  account  for  our  bringing 
down  the  estimates  upon  the  supposition  that 
the  Gt)vemment  were  desirous  to  make  the  esti- 
mates much  over  the  mark,  in  order  to  get  credit 
next  session  for  reducing  the  amount  very  much. 
That  may  be  the  process  which  the  honorable 
gentleman,  having  had  some  experience  in  Pro- 
vincial Governments,  carried  into  effect. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— I  said  that  would  be 
the  effect.    I  did  not  say  what  the  intention  was. 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  honorable  gentle- 
man  is  very  clever  at  suggestions.  Ho  insinu- 
ates ;  he  does  not  say  so,  but  leaves  the  impression 
on  the  mind  of  the  House  that  such  would  be 
the  fact.  I  admit  he  did  not  state  it  straight- 
forwardly, but  that  was  the  impression  he  left 
on  the  House.  We  must  be  very  foolish  in- 
deed to  increase  our  estimates  by  a  couple  of 
hundred  thousand  pounds,  with  the  view  of 
having  to  submit  to  the  House  a  property-tax 
of  a  penny  instead  of  a  halfpenny,  and  of  im- 
posing £300,000  Customs  duties  instead  of  none 


at  all.  The  temptation  to  appear  virtuous  at  the 
end  of  the  recess  is  no  doubt  very  great,  but  I 
do  not  think  it  would  be  sufficient  to  induce  us 
to  adopt  such  a  course  as  that.  I  hardly  like  to 
trouble  the  House  with  any  remarks  about  what 
occurred  in  1874;  but  the  honorable  gentleman 
made  such  a  point  of  it,  and  in  such  a  pompous 
way,  that  I  must  say  a  few  words.  And  here  the 
honorable  gentleman  must  have  known  that,  while 
apparently  stating  facts,  he  was  misleading  the 
House  as  to  the  truth  of  what  occurred.  He 
knows  quite  well  that  in  those  days  there  were 
permanent  appropriations.  He  knows  that  when 
I  took  office  I  was  not  Colonial  Treasurer,  that 
the  whole  of  these  works  had  been  approved 
by  the  House,  that  contracts  were  about  to  be 
entered  upon  with  the  full  consent  of  the  Legis- 
lature, and  that  Sir  Julius  Yogel  went  Home 
and  immediately  obtained  considerable  advances 
on  account  of  the  loan.  And  the  honorable 
gentleman  further  knows  that  in  the  course 
of  a  few  months,  when  it  became  my  duty  to 
look  into  the  finances,  I  immediately  stopped 
all  that,  that  I  stated  to  the  House  how  thingrs 
were,  and  that  I  condemned  the  whole  system 
which  had  been  pursued  up  to  that  date.  It 
is  quite  true,  as  the  honorable  gentleman  says, 
that  I,  as  a  member  of  the  Government  which 
did  this,  was  responsible  to  that  extent;  but  to 
compare  me  with  the  present  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition, who  brought  down  a  great  scheme,  who 
pretended  to  find  money  for  it,  and  who,  failing 
to  find  the  money,  and  failing  to  call  Parliament 
together,  as  he  was  bound  to  do,  went  on  spend- 
ing at  something  like  double  the  rate  for  which 
he  had  money  —  I  say  that  to  compare  the  two 
cases,  or  to  imply  that  I  acted  in  1874  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  honorable  gentleman  did  this 
year,  is  exceedingly  unfair. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.  —  I  only  quoted  the 
honorable  gentleman's  words,  and  I  will  repeat 
them  again.  They  are  as  follow  :  "  The  honor- 
able gentleman  knows  perfectly  well  that  con- 
tracts had  been  entered  into  and  liabilities 
incurred  before  I  joined  the  Ministry.  Such  a 
thing  never  occurred  after  I  joined."  Let  the 
honorable  gentleman  answer  that. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  have  ans  wered  it.  The 
two  cases  are  not  parallel  in  any  respect,  and  the 
honorable  gentleman  must  have  known  that  the 
whole  of  the  circumstances  were  different.  To 
the  extent  of  having  been  a  member  of  the 
Gove  nment  I  am  responsible,  no  doubt ;  but  to 
compare  the  two  cases  is  not  candid  or  fair  to  this 
House.  Now  I  will  say  a  few  words  with  regard 
to  the  honorable  gentleman  who  moved  the 
amendment.  The  honorable  member  made  a 
statement  which,  I  confess,  considering  his  know- 
ledge of  affairs,  I  was  exceedingly  surprised  to 
hear.  If  any  honorable  gentleman  had  told  me 
that  the  member  for  Port  Chalmers  could  have 
made  such  a  statement  to  this  House,  I  should 
not  have  believed  him.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man knows  perfectly  well  that  the  whole  burden 
of  both  my  speeches  was,  that  the  late  Govern- 
ment had  pledged  the  five-million  loan,  by  various 
means  and  under  various  services,  to  the  extent 
of  £2,200,000  up  to  the  end  of  this  year.     I  gave 
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tables  in  support  of  that  statement.  He  knows 
perfectly  well  that  I  did  not  confine  it  to  con- 
tracts ;  and  it  is  absurd  to  suppose  that  I  shoulii 
have  said  that  contracts  were  let  for  the  whole 
liability  of  the  loan. 

Mr.  MACANDBEW.— That  is  what  I  under- 
stood jou  to  say. 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  honorable  gentle- 
man could  not  have  so  underatood  me.  Of 
course  I  am  bound  to  accept  the  statement  of 
the  honorable  gentleman ;  but  it  is  very  diflScuIt 
to  accept  it,  because  I  have  since  made  another 
speech  in  which  I  made  my  meaning  perfectly 
clear;  and  I  have  also  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
House  a  return  showing  in  detail  the  whole  ex- 
penditure, a  large  portion  of  which  the  honorable 
gentleman  approved  with  his  own  hand,  for  in 
addition  to  those  contracts — and  the  honorable 
gentleman  knows  it  as  well  as  I  do — are  what 
are  called  authorities  and  grants  to  local  bodies, 
and  expenditure  of  that  sort,  amounting  to  some 
£333,000,  eyevj  halfpenny  of  which  nas  been 
approTed  under  the  honorable  gentleman's  own 
hand,  except  items  under  £10,  which  were  ap- 
proved by  the  Under  Secretary  at  his  direction. 
The  only  exception  was  when  the  honorable 
gentleman  happened  to  be  away  from  Welling- 
ton and  some  other  Minister  acted  for  him.  Is 
it  candid,  therefore,  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
to  make  such  a  statement  ?  He  knows  as  well  as 
I  do,  if  he  knows  anything  of  public  accounts  at 
all,  that  the  loan  is  engaged  to  the  amount  named 
by  me  as  far  as  it  is  possible  to  commit  us  to  the 
expenditure.  I  shall  feel  it  my  duty  to  ask  the 
House  to  refer  this  matter  to  the  Public  Accounts 
Comnuttee,  in  order  that  an  impartial  tribunal 
may  say  whether  my  statement  or  that  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  is  accurate.  These  are 
engagements  which  the  honorable  gentleman  has 
m^e — what  I  have  termed  actual  engagements 
— that  is  to  say,  liabilities  which  cannot  be  got 
out  of  this  year,  as  far  as  I  am  informed  by  the 
Engineers  up  to  the  present  time;  and  1  have 
examined  both  the  Engineer  for  the  North  Island 
and  the  Engineer  for  the  South  Island,  and  also 
the  officer  in  charge  of  constructed  lines  in  the 
South  Island.  As  far  as  these  gentlemen  tell  me, 
this  liability  must  be  met  by  next  June,  unless 
my  honorable  friend  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works  can  extend  the  time  a  little.  But  not 
only  wae  it  proposed  to  expend  the  whole  of  the 
sum  I  have  mentioned,  but  I  now  have  a  report 
from  the  Engineers,  showing  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  had  approved  of  new  works,  to  be  re- 
commended to  the  House.  He  had  gone  through 
the  estimates,  and,  as  I  am  informed,  after  cutting 
them  down  very  much,  had  approved  of  new 
works,  which  he  was  going  to  propose  to  the 
Hou(«e  for  expenditure  this  year,  to  the  amount 
of  £1,600,000.  And  tlus  waa  to  be  submitted 
to  the  House  as  a  reasonable  expenditure,  in 
the  face  of  the  state  of  things  which  has  been 
revealed !  I  would  ask  the  House  how  far 
the  lionorable  gentleman  had  really  grasped  the 
financial  position.  I  would  ask  the  House  whe- 
ther it  can  possiblv  be  true  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  was,  as  he  told  us,  only  going  to  ex- 
pend £100,000  a  month.  I  found  that  what  he 
Major  Atkinson 


took  at  his  guide  was  the  Railways  Construetion 
Act.  He  was  far  above  —  and  if  history  does 
not  belie  him,  he  always  has  been — considering 
ways  and  means,  his  principle  being  that,  as  long 
as  he  got  the  vote,  it  waa  his  business  to  spend, 
and  the  duty  of  the  Treasury  to  find  the  money. 
But,  after  all,  the  difiPerence  between  us  is  not  so 
great  on  the  main  point,  for  the  honorable  mem- 
ber has  told  us  that  the  flood  is  at  our  door,  and 
tlie  honorable  member  for  the  Thames  has  stated 
that,  after  deducting  the  charges  for  education 
and  the  police,  there  is  a  deficit  of  £500,000. 
What  is  the  proposal  oE  either  of  those  honor- 
able gentlemen  to  meet  the  financial  difllcultj? 
I  ask  this  House,  what  reason  have  they  given 
why  we  should  pass  *this  amendment  ?  The 
honorable  gentleman  says  the  proposals  of  the 
Government  are  unsatisfactory. — (Hear,  hear.) — 
Well,  I  can  say  "Hear,  hear,"  to  that  myself. 
No  doubt  they  are  unsatisfactory  —  unsatis&ic- 
tory  to  the  Government  that  has  to  propose  these 
taxes,  to  the  Hoiue  that  has  to  impose  them,  imd 
to  the  people  who  have  to  pay  them.  Bat,  Sir, 
I  would  ask,  are  they  necessary?  for,  after  all« 
that  is  the  question  we  have  got  to  decide  ;  and  I 
have  shown  by  figures  that  some  such  amount  as 
the  Ministry  have  proposed  to  raise  is  absolutely 
necessary.  Those  honorable  gentlemen  say  it  u 
not.  I  am  convinced,  however,  that  this  House,  as 
business  men,  will  not  be  satisfied  with  the  state- 
ment of  honorable  gentlemen  who  have  brought 
the  country  into  its  present  state.  The  ignorance 
of  our  finance  displayed  by  those  honorable 
gentlemen,  as  proved  by  returns  that  hare  been 
laid  on  this  table,  renders  them  absolutely  unsafe 
as  guides.  When  they  say  the  proposals  of  the 
Government  are  unsatisfactory,  ther  are  bound  to 
propose  some  other  mode  of  taxation.  I  am,  of 
course,  aware  that  tliere  must  be  great  diflTereoces 
of  opinion  among  honorable  members  as  to  the 
mode  in  which  the  money  should  be  raised — let  us 
discuss  that  upon  the  particular  measures ;  bat,  if 
the  honorable  gentleman  had  wished  to  trayerse 
our  proposals,  he  should  have  said  distinctly, 
"  We  propose  to  make  up  the  deficiency  in  such- 
and-such  a  way,  instead  of  the  mode  proposed  by 
the  Gt>vemment."  Then  there  would  liave  been 
a  fair  issue  between  us.  We  are  told,  and  it  is 
quite  true,  that  it  is  not  the  duty  of  an  Opposition 
to  submit  a  scheme.  But  when  those  honorable 
members  are  responsible  for  the  state  the  ooun^ 
has  got  into,  and  when  they  are  finding  fault 
with  the  proposals  of  the  Government  to  relieve 
the  country  of  its  pressing  burdens  and  financial 
distress,  then  they  are  bound  to  submit  to  this 
House  and  to  the  country  an  alternative  scheme, 
or  it  is  perfectly  certain  that  the  House  will  have 
nothing  to  say  to  them.  One  word  with  regard 
to  the  question  of  who  is  to  blame  for  our  pre- 
sent difficulties.  Honorable  gentlemen  say  that 
nobody  is  to  blame — that  the  whole  matter  has 
grown.  That,  of  course,  would  imply  that  this 
House  is  to  blame ;  because  afifairs  should  not 
have  been  permitted  to  drift  into  such  a  state. 
But  I  would  point  out  this  fact :  that  in  1878 
the  then  Treasurer,  Mr.  Ballance,  made  a  most 
fiourishing  statement  of  our  affairs.  He  told  as 
that  we  were  so  rich  that  we  should  not  only  be 
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able  to  continue  to  paj  our  ordinary  way,  but 
that  we  could  actually  set  aside  from  the  revenue 
of  that  year  £100,000  in  aid  of  the  Public  Works 
Fund.  And  the  then  Minister  for  Public  Works 
was  so  satisfied  as  to  the  continuance  of  our  Land 
Fund  that  he  said  not  only  could  his  honorable 
colleague  the  Treasurer  get  a  million  and  a  quarter 
out  of  it,  but  that  he  himself  would  hare  three- 
quarters  of  a  million  also  for  the  Public  Works 
Department.  This  House  sat  seriously  by  and 
agreed  to  that,  notwithstanding  the  protests 
of  the  Opposition,  of  whom  I  was  one.  We 
told  the  honorable  gentleman  that  it  was  a  fatal 
finance ;  but  he  would  not  believe  us.  What  was 
the  du^  of  those  honorable  gentlemen?  They 
knew  by  Christmas  that  their  whole  scheme  had 
fallen  through.  They  knew  that  by  no  possibility 
could  they  get  adequate  revenue.  Did  they  cease 
expenditure  ?  Did  they  think  of  consulting  this 
House  ?  No,  Sir.  They  knew  very  well  that 
calling  this  House  together  meant  instant  dis- 
jnis^al  from  office,  and  they  had  not  the  courage 
to  face  the  House ;  but  they  dragged  on  and 
dragged  on  until  they  got  the  country  into  such 
a  state  that  we  are  now  obliged  to  propose  the 
issue  of  Treasury  bills  to  the  amount  of  £800,000 
to  make  good  the  deficiency  for  this  year.  In- 
stead of  reducing  the  expenditure,  they  increased 
it  on  almost  every  item.  There  was  no  pretence 
of  saving — no  pretence  of  meeting  the  difficulties. 
For  nearly  twelve  months,  when  they  might  have 
pulled  up — when  this  House  might  have  met,  and 
might  have  had  plenty  of  time  to  impose  the  taxa- 
tion which  we  are  now  levying,  or  to  cut  down 
the  expenditure  —  for  twelve  months  they  con- 
tinued steadily  on,  because  they  knew — for  we  can 
suppose  no  other  reason — that  meeting  the  House 
meant  their  dismissal.  Whatever  may  hare  been 
the  fault  of  past  Governments,  it  is  perfectly  cer- 
tain that  a  Q-ovemment  that  could  truly  represent 
the  finance  of  the  colony  as  the  late  Colonial  Trea- 
surer represented  it  in  1878  is  entirely  blamable 
for  the  present  position  of  affairs;  or,  at  any 
rate,  they  were  to  the  last  degree  culpable  in  not 
stopping  the  expenditure,  and  calling  the  House 
together  to  provide  ways  and  means,  when  they 
found  that  the  source  of  revenue  upon  which  they 
had  been  building  was  falling  away.  It  is  of  no 
use  talking  about  former  Governments.  Here  we 
have  a  wasteful  expenditure 

Mr.  MACANDBEW.— Did  you  say  "waste- 
ful"? 

Major  ATKINSON.— Yes,  I  said  "wasteful." 
I  thought  I  used  the  word  "extravagant;"  but 
"out  of  the  fulness  of  the  heart  the  mouth 
speaketh."  The  word  came  naturally  ;  and  I  now 
repeat  that  the  expenditure  in  many  of  the  depart- 
ments has  been  most  wasteful.  The  expenditure 
in  the  Native  Department  was  really  a  terrible 
expenditure.  Nothing  like  it  has  ever  occurred  in 
this  country,  and  I  am  sure  the  j^ouse  will  bear 
me  out  in  that.  I  ask  the  House  to  say  whether 
those  gentlemen  are  not  culpable  for  carrying  on 
to  the  latest  period  with  a  falling  revenue  and  an 
increasing  expenditure,  and  whether  they  are  not 
responsible  for  our  present  difficulties.  How  far 
they  may  be  excused  for  what  happened  pre- 
viously, I  am  not  prepared  to  say.    I  take  my 
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starting-point  from  the  Statement  of  their  own 
Treasurer,  and,  accepting  that  Statement  as  true, 
I  say  that  the  whole  responsibility  of  our  present 
situation  rests  upon  the  late  Government ;  and  I 
am  quite  certain,  after  the  exposure  of  their  utter 
incompetency  in  finance,  the  House  will  consider 
well  before  it  accepts  what  is  in  reality  a  no-con- 
fidence motion. 

Mr.  MOSS. — I  think  it  would  ill  become  this 
House  to  allow  the  debate  on  such  an  important 
subject  to  close  without  giving  a  great  many 
members  who  are  not  now  present  an  opportunity 
of  stating  their  views.  It  is  impossible  to  over- 
rate the  importance  of  the  proposed  finance, 
or  the  consequences  which  loom  from  it  in  the 
future.  It  means  carrying  dismay  into  many  a 
quiet  home  in  New  Zealand.  It  means  impos- 
ing upon  the  mass  of  the  people  a  heavy  burden, 
which,  added  to  the  burdens  they  already  bear, 
will  curtail  the  comforts  they  at  present  enjoy, 
and  will  render  life  to  many  persons  miserable 
for  the  future.  We  must  remember  that  this 
is  only  the  beginning  of  what  is  to  come.  It 
is  only  the  small  cloud,  which  will  by-and- 
by  grow  larger  and  overshadow  the  whole  land. 
We  have  been  told  by  one  honorable  member 

—  and  I  was  astonished  to  hear  it — that  one 
good  result  would  follow  from  this  increased 
taxation — that  it  would  cause  the  people  of  the 
colony  to  economize  their  expenditure,  and  re- 
vert to  the  simple  habits  which  characterized 
the  Kew  Zealanders  of  the  old  days.  Now,  if, 
as  the  result  of  that  economy,  any  benefit  were 
expected  to  accrue  to  themselves  and  their 
families,  there  might  be  some  reason  in  the  state* 
ment ;  but  to  ask  men  to  economize  and  to  de- 
prive themselves,  as  they  will  have  to  do  when 
this  taxation  is  imposed  upon  them,  merely 
to  bear  burdens  which  ought  to  be  cast  upon 
other  sections  of  the  community,  is  unfair  and 
unjust.  That  is  a  poor  inducement  to  economize. 
It  seems  to  me  rather  an  inducement  to  reckless- 
ness and  extravagance,  because  people  will  feel 
that  their  economy  is  of  no  avail  as  far  as  they 
tliemselvosare  concerned.  A  great  deal  has  been 
said  about  the  cause  of  the  deficit,  and  I  think 
we  may  fairly  blame  the  Colonial  Treasurer  for 
having  thrown  a  great  haze  of  doubt  over  this 
from  the  beginning.  In  his  first  Financial  State- 
ment' — which,  I  observe,  by-the-by,  is  called  a 
"speech  on  the  financial  position  of  the  colony" 

—  we  are  told  that  the  deficit  it  attributable 
to  the  absence  of  retrenchment;  then  it  is 
attributed  to  the  absence  of  economy ;  then 
we  are  told  that  the  deficit  exists  because  the 
Government  did  not  bring  into  operation  the 
Inscription  of  Stock  Act ;  then  there  was  a  lamen- 
tation over  the  position  into  which  the  colony 
had  been  "  permitted  to  drift ; "  and  then  we  are 
told  at  the  conclusion,  after  all  these  innuendoes 
have  been  thrown  out  against  the  late  Govern- 
ment, that  "  it  is  not  my  business  to  make  any 
remarks  upon  the  manner  in  which  the  deficiency 
has  arisen."  Finally,  after  the  minds  of  honorable 
members  have  been  confused  and  perplexed  by 
these  statements,  we  are  once  more  told,  on  page  3 
of  the  second  Financial  Statement,  that  the  defi- 
ciency is  to  be  attributed  "  to  the  falling-off  in 
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the  Land  Fund."  That  is,  at  last,  the  admission 
of  tiie  Treasurer  himself,  and  I  think  a  great  deal 
of  time  has  been  unnecessarily  wasted  in  discuss- 
ing the  cause  of  the  deficit,  when  we  hafe  it  ob- 
Tious  to  our  common  sense  and  so  plainly  ad- 
mitted by  the  honorable  gentleman,  who  ought  to 
be  the  most  competent  judge.  After  giving  » 
mass  of  statistics,  the  purport  of  which  i  confess 
I  haye  not  been  able  to  comprehend,  the  honor- 
able gentleman  said, — 

"Here,  then,  we  find  the  cause  of  our  deficit — 
the  falling-off  in  the  Crown  land  sales.  If,  last 
year,  they  had  reached  the  estimate,  and  could  be 
relied  upon  this  year  to  yield  £1,150,000  (this 
amount  being  about  the  aTerage  receipts  of  the 
last  two  preceding  years),  we  should  hare  this 
year  a  small  surplus,  instead  of  an  estimated 
deficit  of  £911,002." 

Now,  that  ought  to  set  at  rest  for  ever  any 
question  as  to  how  the  deficiency  was  caused.  It 
is  in  no  way  to  be  attributed  to  the  late  Govern- 
ment. It  is  not  to  be  attributed  to  mismanage- 
ment or  maladministration.  According  to  the 
admission  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer  himself,  it  is 
solely  due  to  the  falling-off  in  the  land  sales,  and 
our  own  common  sense  tells  us  that  this  is  per- 
fectly true.  But  let  mo  point  out  what  I  think 
the  great  peculiarity  in  the  Financial  Statement 
we  have  heard  this  evening,  and  a  peculiarity 
which  embarrasses  one  yery  much  in  its  con- 
sideration. We  have  to  consider  not  only  the 
position  of  the  colony  during  the  current  year; 
but,  by  a  new  system  which  I  certainly  do  not 
think  an  advantage,  we  are  launched  into  the 
year  to  follow.  We  have  before  us  not  only  the 
financial  position  of  the  colony  for  the  year 
1879-80,  we  are  carried  on  to  1880-81,  and 
called  upon  to  provide  for  a  possible  deficit  in 
that  year  —  a  deficit  which  may  not  occur,  be- 
cause the  land  sales  may  improve,  or  the  ex- 
penditure may  be  reduced.  We  are  asked  to 
consider  how  we  shall  stond  eighteen  or  twenty 
months  hence.  That  confuses  the  whole  State- 
ment very  much,  and  it  must  confuse  honorable 
members  too.  It  is  quite  a  new  system  :  and  by 
way  of  encouragement  the  result  is  called  by  the 
Treasurer  "  a  permanent  deficit."  We  are  to  pro- 
vide for  a  permanent  deficit.  I  was  very  sorry 
to  see  that  phrase  in  the  Financial  Statement — 
to  see  that  we  are  in  such  a  hopeless  condition  as 
to  render  it  necessary  to  j^ovide  for  a  permanent 
deficit,  which  will  be  understood  by  many  to 
mean  a  deficit  for  all  time.  So  far  as  the  esti- 
mates of  the  late  Gbvemment  are  concerned, 
something  was  said  by  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works  about  their  being  grossly  extravagant. 
In  that,  he  differs  yery  much  from  his  colleague 
the  Colonial  Treasurer,  who  stated  on  page  4  of 
this  Statement, — 

"  I  haye  given  to  these  estimates  what  atten- 
tion I  could,  and  I  sa^  at  once  that,  as  far  as  I 
can  see,  there  is  nothing  unreasonable  in  them, 
and  that,  if  we  are  to  continue  the  present  sys- 
tem, I  do  not  think  we  shall  be  able  to  reduce 
them  to  any  great  extent." 

Kow,  Sir,  that  is  the  statement  of  the  Colonial 
Treasurer,  as  against  the  statement  of  the  Minis- 
ter for  Public  Works  that  the  Ute  Gh>yernment 
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are  blameworthy.  I  am  inclined  to  think  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  the  better  authoriljy  of  the 
two.  Let  us  now  see  what  this  deficit  exactly 
means.  There  was  a  falling-off  in  the  land  reve- 
nue last  year  of  £360,000;  and  yet.  Sir,  with 
that  great  falling-off,  such  was  the  finance  of  the 
late  Government  that  they  came  down  to  us  with 
a  deficit  of  only  £81,000.  The  deficiency  stated 
vras  £181,0C0,  but  against  that  you  must  place 
the  £50,000  which  remained  to  be  collected  from 
the  land-tax.  There  were  also  other  sums  whi^i 
should  have  come  in,  and  which  liave  since  been 
received.  I  think  the  late  Government  have 
no  reason  to  be  ashamed  of  that  result.  After 
receiving  £360,000  less  than  they  expected  from 
land  revenue,  they  wound  up  the  year  with  a  de- 
ficiency of  only  £81,000.  The  estiBaate  of  land 
revenue  which  they  made  was  not  disputed  at  the 
time ;  people  thought  the  estimated  receipts  from 
land  sales  reasonable  and  right,  and  the  amount 
would  have  been  received  had  it  not  been  for  un- 
foreseen circumstances,  especiallj  the  failure  of 
the  City  of  Glasgow  Bank,  which  alTeoCed  our 
position  very  much,  and  to  that  must  be  added 
the  difilculties  which  unexpectedly  arose  on  the 
west  coast  of  the  North  Island.  It  has  yet  to 
be  seen  how  the  present  Government  can  grapple 
with  and  overcome  the  lost  difficulty,  a  task 
which  they  thought  the  late  Gk>vemment  ought 
to  have  accomplished,  and  which,  they  deelared 
they  could  do  if  they  were  only  in  powCT.  We 
shall  have  a  better  opportunity  of  judgmg  bow 
far  they  haye  succeeded  by  the  next  time  we 
meet.  So  far,  then,  we  have  only  a  deficit  of 
£81,000  to  face.  That  is  the  result  of  last  year's 
finance.  The  result  of  the  present  year's  finance 
will  be  to  leave  us,  according  to  the  estimate  of 
the  Colonial  Treasurer,  with  a  further  deficiency 
of  about  £830,000.  That,  Sir,  is  the  deficiency 
which  is  to  come  from  this  year's  finance,  so  thai 
on  the  SOth  June,  1880,  it  will  be  £911,00a 
I  doubt  very  much  whether,  when  we  meet 
again,  that  deficiency  will  not  proye  to  hare  been 
greatly  over-estimated.  I  observe  that  the  esti- 
mates for  the  ordinory  revenue  have  been  lai^^ety 
reduced.  The  Customs  are  expected  to  yidd 
£108,000  less,  stamps  £32,000  less,  and  nltogeUier 
£172,000  is  at  once  struck  off  from  ordinary  sources 
of  revenue.  In  addition  to  these,  £50,000  is 
struck  off  from  the  railway  revenue  as  it  was 
estimated  by  the  late  Government  and  by  t4ie  au- 
thorities, who  were  best  able  to  form  an  estimate. 
Therefore  £222,000  is  knocked  off  in  these  items 
alone.  Then  we  have  the  land  sales  estimated 
to  yield  only  £248,000,  a  smaller  sum  than  has 
been  realized  from  this  source  for  years.  It  is 
possible  that  that  estimate  may  turn  out  to  be 
correct — it  is  an  uncertain  source  of  revenue; 
but  it  is  certainly  put  down  at  the  lowest  poesiUe 
figure.  If,  Sir,  these  estimates  had  been  framed 
to  frighten  people  into  accepting  the  largest  pos- 
sible amount  of  taxation  at  the  shortest  pos- 
sible notice,  then  they  are  admirably  suited  to 
their  purpose.  There  is,  then,  an  estimate  of 
£342,000  as  a  falling-off  in  the  revenue— just 
£42,000  more  than  the  estimated  returns  which  ars 
to  come  from  the  new  Customs  taxation.  I  would 
like  honorable  members  to  bear  that  in  nuDd, 
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because  it  it  to  this  Customs  taxation  I  would 
like  to  address  myself  cbiefl/  on  the  present  oc- 
caaion.     I  will  now  draw  attention  to  the  mode 
by  which  it  is  proposed  to  meet  the  deficiency. 
When  the  Colonial  Treasurer  made  hia  first  Finan- 
cial Statement,  he  told   us   that  it  was  not  his 
business  then  to  inform  us  how  he  proposed  to 
meet  it;  but  in  the   second  Statement  he  said 
there  were  three  modes :   first,  remodelling  the 
finance,   general  and   local  —  "  remodelling   the 
finance,"  whaterer  that  may  mean ;  the  second 
was    careful    administration  ;    the   third,  thrift 
and  self-denial,  to  be  demanded  from  all  classes 
of  the  people.     And  enormous  that  thrift  and 
self-denial  must  be  if  these  proposals   are  ever 
carried    into    effect.     Bemodelling    the    finance 
seems  to  roe  simply  to  mean  adding  enormously 
to  the  burdens  of  the  people  by  the  imposition 
of  heayy  additional  duties  on  all   the  comforts 
and  necessaries  of  life — on  those  things  which  are 
the  comforts  of  the  poor,  though  they  may  be 
regarded  as  the  necessaries  of  the  rich.    That  is 
the  only  way  in  which  I  can  see  any  remodelling 
attempted.     In  one  line,  these   Customs  duties 
are  increased  50  pei'  cent.     Clothing,  blankets, 
furniture,   earthenware,   millinery,   glassware  — 
ererything  from   the  largest   to  the  smallest — 
even  child^ren's  toys  and   boys'  marbles  are  in- 
cluded ;  and  the  list  winds  up  with  paper-col- 
lars and  parasols — erery thing  is  to  ba  addition- 
ally taxed  to   50   per  cent,  over  present  rates  : 
that  is   to    say   that   for   erer?    potmd's   worth 
of  these  things  a  man  buys   he  will  then  pay 
8s.  4d.  to  the  revenue  of  the  country.    That  is 
the  burden  of  taxation  thrown  on  the  consumers 
of  this  country.     Then  we  have,  os  a  means  of 
effecting  a  reduction   in    the   expenditure,   the 
withdrawing  of  subsidies  from  the  local  bodies. 
When  that  is  done  we  shall  be  in  this  remark- 
able position  :  We  shall  be  spending  four  millions 
of  public  money — some  of  it  more  hardly-raised 
than  in  any  other  free  country  in  the  world — and 
out  of  the  whole  of  that  sum  there  will  scarcely 
be  one  farthing  arailable  for  public  works  of  any 
description  whatever;  for  these  subsidies  repre- 
sent all  we  now  spare  from  this  enormous  amount 
to  advance  the  material  progress  of  the  colony. 
I  will  not  trouble  honorable  members  any  further 
with  remarks  upon  the  proposed  Customs  duties, 
because  there  are  some  articles  on  which  I  should 
very  well  like  to  see  duties  imposed,  as  local  indus- 
tries would  thereby  be  encouraged  ;  but  further 
duties  ought  not  to  be  imposed  for  the  purposes  of 
revenue.     I  say  nothing  about  the  spirit  duty, 
because  it  seems  to  me  that  members  are  under 
the  idea  that  imposing  an  additional  duty  on 
spirits  will  have  some  great  moral  effect.     I  be- 
lieve it  will  decrease  the  consumption  of  spirits, 
but  decrease  drunkenness  it  certainly  will  not, 
for  when  a  roan  has  an  unfortunate  craving  for 
drink  he  will  get  it.    The  Minister  for  Public 
Works  said  they  had  carefully  avoided  a  beer-tax, 
because  it  would  add  to  the  taxes  of  the  people. 
Now,  I  apprehend  that  the  taxing  of  their  beer 
would  have   fallen  with    infinitely  less    weight 
upon  them  than  the  taxing  of  the  articles  I  have 
referred  to.      When    you   impose   these   taxes, 
it  is  also  very  likely   they  will   add   compara- 


tively little  to  the  revenue.  There  are  signs 
in  the  Customs  revenue  that  taxation  is  carried 
to  its  utmost  limits.  Tou  will  diminish  the 
consumption  very  materially  in  some  cases,  and 
increase  smuggline  in  others.  At  all  events, 
I  do  not  feel  at  all  sure  that  you  will  find  any 
material  increase  of  the  revenue  simply  by  adding 
to  the  duties  as  proposed.  I  believe  the  country 
to  be  in  a  position  in  which  it  is  not  at  all  to  be 
played  with.  For  a  long  time  the  imports  have 
been  remarkably  larger  than  the  exports  of  the 
country.  Now,  althongh  perhaps  that  cannot  be 
accepted  as  any  significant  sign  when  the  returns 
are  considered  oidy  for  a  single  year,  yet  when 
you  consider  the  returns  for  a  number  of  years 
you  may  arrive  at  some  trustworthy  conclusion. 
I  have  added  together  the  returns  of  the  im- 
ports for  the  five  years  previous  to  1872,  and 
find  that  they  amounted  to  £23,822,000,  and  the 
exports  for  the  same  period  to  £23,951,000. 
I  take  it  that  about  that  time  the  colony 
was  actually  getting  over  the  depression,  under 
which  it  would  not  longer  have  laboured  if  this 
great  heroic  policy  of  colonization  had  not  been 
forced  upon  it.  What  is  the  result  of  that 
policy,  and  its  attendant  expenditure?  Take 
the  next  five  years— that  is,  the  five  years  from 
1873  to  1877.  In  that  period  the  imports  were 
£36,500,000,  exports  £28,700,000.  In  1878  the 
imports  rose  to  the  highest  figures  yet  attained, 
£8,755,000,  while  the  exports  were  £6,015,000,  or 
£300,000  less  than  the  year  before.  Another 
peculiar  export  must  also,  however,  bo  taken  into 
account,  for  it  will  be  found  that  we  exported 
during  the  time  goniething  like  £16,000,000  in 
debentures ;  and,  even  if  you  take  that  sum  in 
addition  to  our  other  exports,  you  will  see  how 
much  money  is  being  sent  away  from  the  colony 
year  after  year,  what  a  drain  it  is  upon  our  re- 
sources, how  it  must  diminish  consumption,  and 
how  seriously  it  must  at  last  toll  upon  our  ordi- 
nary revenue.  I  hold  that,  for  tnese  reasons, 
any  attempt  to  increase  the  Customs  taxation  of 
the  country  at  the  present  moment  will  be  most 
serious  —  serious  not  only  because  it  will  add 
materially  to  the  burdens  of  that  class  of  people 
who  can  least  afford  to  pay  additional  taxation, 
but  also  because  it  will  diminish  consumption 
and  may  lead  to  a  falling-off  in  the  revenue, 
even  with  the  increased  percentage  which  will  be 
charged.  Let  me  turn  to  the  next  question — the 
direct  taxation  which  has  been  proposed.  It  was 
brought  down,  to  my  astonishment,  by  the  Go- 
vernment as  if  it  were  something  new — something 
absolutely  forced  upon  them  by  the  position  into 
which  the  colony  had  been  allowed  to  drift.  That 
is  not  the  case.  This  direct  taxation  has  been 
promised  for  years  past.  It  was  part  of  the 
scheme  for  adjusting  the  incidence  of  taxation 
which  the  present  Colonial  Treasurer  two  years  ago 
promised  to  bring  down  if  he  remained  in  office. 
On  the  31st  July,  1877,  the  honorable  member 
made  his  Financial  Statement,  and  he  then  said 
modt  distinctly  that  he  admitted  the  present 
system  of  taxation  was  decidedly  unfair.  He 
added, — 

"  For  my  own  part,  I  am  very  loth  to  open  the 
question  of  taxation  at  present.    Our  liabilities 
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being  what  they  are,  the  subject  of  taxation  is 
not  Tightly  to  be  touched.  It  is  one  which  re- 
quires the  most  careful  thought — it  must  bo  con- 
sidered as  a  whole,  and  it  would  be  quite  im- 
possible to  deal  with  it  satisfactorily  during  the 
present  session.  When  our  trunk  railways  are 
approaching  completion,  when  we  hare  had  time 
to  consolidate  and  settle  down,  and  are  able  to 
determine  our  real  requirements,  then  the  whole 
incidence  of  taxation  must  be  considered  ;  but  to 
deal  with  it  now,  in  a  fragmentary  way,  would,  I 
think,  be  a  serious  mistake." 

Not  long  after  that,  so  far  as  I  can  judge  by 
the  debates  which  took  place,  the  House  appears 
to  have  decided  to  haye  the  incidence  of  taxa- 
tion adjusted.  In  consequence  of  that  deci:«ion, 
a  resolution  was  moved  by  the  present  Colonial 
Treasurer  to  the  effect  that  it  was  desirable  that 
the  incidence  of  taxation  should  be  adjusted,  and 
that  direct  taxation  siiould  be  imposed  at  the 
earliest  possible  period.  However,  the  honorable 
gentleman  did  not  remain  in  office,  and  therefore 
could  not  carry  out  the  resolutions  adopted  by 
the  House ;  but  the  honorable  gentleman  is  now 
in  office,  and,  I  am  glad  to  say,  is  carrying  out 
that  resolution — only  it  ought  to  be  clearly  un- 
derstood that  this  taxation  must  bo  regarded 
as  entirely  distinct  from  the  deficit.  It  is  im- 
posed in  performance  of  a  frequently-repeated 
promise  that  the  incidence  of  taxation  sliould  be 
so  adjusted  that  it  should  not  fall  upon  the  great 
mass  of  the  people,  but  that  wealth  should  pay 
its  fair  phare.  There  is  another  peculiar  feature 
in  connection  with  tho  G-ovemnient  proposals — 
that,  while  they  are  alleged  to  be  a  necessary 
result  of  the  falling-off  of  the  Land  Fund,  yet 
we  are  told  that  in  future  this  Land  Fund  is  to 
be  entirely  unencumbered  of  liability  for  debt, 
and  to  be  kept  separate  and  distinct.  I  look  with 
great  {suspicion  upon  that  proposal.  It  is  quite 
inconsistent  with  all  that  we  hare  heard  from  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  in  the  past.  In  the  same 
Financial  Statement  to  which  I  have  just  referred 
the  honorable  gentleman  said, — 

**  But  here,  Sir,  it  is  necessary  that  I  should 
recall  the  attention  of  honorable  members  to  two 
principles  which  have  been  clearly  recognized  as 
underlying  all  our  legisilation  relating  to  waste 
lands,  and  to  immigration  and  public  works. 
Those  two  principles  are — first,  that  the  Land 
Fund  shall  be  localized ;  second,  that  the  cost 
of  immigration,  roads,  and  railways  is  a  proper 
charge  against  the  Land  Fund.  These  principles 
have  been  constantly  recognized ;  and,  though  it 
is  true  that  they  hare  not  been  continuously  acted 
upon,  yet  the  recognition  of  them  crops  up  in  our 
legislation  at  almost  every  turn." 

And  then  he  goes  on, — 

"Now,  there  has  been  raised  for  railways 
and  immigration  a  sura,  in  round  numbers,  of 
£9,500,000,  the  whole  of  which  is  fairly  a  lia- 
bility of  the  Land  Fund.  The  annual  charge  on 
this  sum  for  interest  and  sinking  fund  is  about 
£485,000." 

By  the  present  time  the  charge  must  have 
reached  £550,000  or  £600,000,  and  this  sum,  ac- 
cording to  the  Treasurer's  own  statement,  should 
be  a  liability  on  the  Land  Fuud.     But  now  we 
Mr,  Mo»t 


are  told  that  the  Land  Fund  is  to  be  relieved 
from  that  liability,  and  that  the  £500,000  or 
£600,000  is  to  be  raised  from  the  msas  of  the 
people,  through  the  Customhouse  and  by  a  tax 
upon  property- owners.  I  should  like  to  know 
very  much  what  is  in  the  mind  of  the  Ctovem- 
ment  in  reference  to  the  Land  Fund,  because  to 
sudden  a  change  of  front  in  their  dealing  with 
so  enormous  a  sum  ought  to  hare  been  explained 
a  little  further,  and  the  House  ought  to  have 
been  let  into  the  confidence  of  the  Gbvemment 
more  than  it  appears  to  have  been.  What  was 
true  in  1877  is  true  in  1879 ;  and  the  first  charge 
upon  the  Land  Fund  muat  be  the  £550,000  or 
£600,000  to  which  I  have  referred.  Of  coarse, 
if  the  land  sales  fall  off,  and  the  I ^nd  Fund  can- 
not  meet  the  liability  properly  devolving  upon  it, 
then  recourse  must  be  had  to  taxation  ;  but,  at 
the  same  time,  the  Land  Fund  should  be  set 
aside -for  the  same  purpose  in  the  future  that  it 
has  been  in  tho  past.  There  was  another  point 
referred  to  by  the  Treasurer  in  his  speech.  He 
told  us  that  there  were  twenty-six  million  acres 
of  land  for  sale,  of  which  five  millions  are  agri- 
cultural. With  this  enormous  quantity  of  Und 
still  unsold  the  question  of  the  I^nd  Fund  is  a 
serious  one ;  and  I  must  deprecate  the  Govern- 
ment pursuing  a  course  which  I  cannot  help 
characterizing  as  an  attempt  to  filch  the  Land 
Fund  from  the  consolidated  roTenue,  and,  under 
the  pretext  of  simplifying  or  remodelling  finance, 
to  set  it  aside  in  the  manner  I  have  referred  to. 
There  is  no  attempt  at  finality  in  dealing  with 
this  question.  We  are  always  getting  something 
now.  Turning  again  to  the  Financinl  Statement 
of  1877,  I  find  the  Treasurer  saying  this  : — 

**  I  trust,  Sir,  to  have  the  concurrence  of  the 
Committee  in  my  suggestion,  that  the  result  just 
stated,  and  the  statistics  as  to  the  financial  results 
of  the  past  year  which  I  have  submitted,  justify 
the  conclusion  that  the  Government  have  fairly 
realized  the  difficulties  of  the  position  and  hare 
successfully  grappled  with  them." 

Tho  Gk)Temment  are,  it  appears  to  me,  always 
"  fairly  realizing  tho  difficulties  of  the  position," 
**  fairly  facing  them,"  "  never  shrinking  from 
them, '  and  always  *'  grappling  with  them  succ&s- 
fully."  Two  years  ago  we  were  told  in  the  same 
spt^ech, — 

"For  tho  immediate  future  the  Government 
believe  that  the  need  of  the  country  is  political 
rest.  Time  is  needed  for  tho  completion  and  de- 
velopment of  our  public  works ;  quiet  is  needed 
for  the  consolidation  of  the  social  results  without 
which  a  scheme  of  immigration  and  railways  in 
any  new  country  would  be  a  failure :  time  and 
rest  will  co-operate  in  enabling  us  to  satisfy  those 
outside  the  colony  who  are  concerned  as  to  its 
fate,  that  our  confidence  in  the  wisdom  of  tho 
work  wo  commenced  in  1870  was  justified,  and 
that,  tliough  its  cost  has  been  very  great,  its  bene- 
fits hare  been  commensurate." 

It  is  somewhat  disappointing,  after  the  glow- 
ing colouw  in  which  that  picture  waa  painted 
for  us,  to  have  another  picture  of  darkness  and 
difficulty  put  before  us,  with  the  statement  that 
the  Government  have  again  fairly  and  openly 
grappled  with  the  matter  when  they  propose  to 
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impose  new  and  enormous   burdens   upon    the 
people.     As  to  the  property-tax  itself  I  cannot 
pretend  to  say  much,  because  1  bare  not  had  time 
fairly  to  consider  the  Bill  which  has  been  brought 
down.     But  it  appears  to  me   that    the  whole 
thing  is  conceiyed  in  error.    If  it  be  thought  that 
this  tax  would  be  less  inquisitorial  than  an  in- 
come-tax, then  we  shall  find  out  our  mistake.     It 
is  infinitely  more  inquisitorial  than  any  income- 
tax  that  could  be  imposed,  and,  if  the  G^OTern- 
ment  had  for  its  object  so  to  disgust  and  sicken 
people  as  to  lead  them  to  make  an  outcry  for  its 
abolition,  then  they  could  not  have  achicTed  their 
object  better  than  by  this  Bill.    It  differs  entirely 
from  the  system  on  which  it  professes  to  be  based 
— the  system  in  operation  in  all  the  States  of 
America.    There  it  works  without  friction ;  there, 
as  I  said  before,  assessors  are  all  elected  by  the 
people  of  the  district  which  they  afsese;  there 
assessment  is  public — there  is  no  secrecy  about  it 
at  all;  and,  if  there  are  mortgages  in  existence 
over  property,  the  mortgagor  pays  and  deducts 
it,  without  making  his  affairs  public,  from  the 
mortgagee.    I  do  not  believe  for  one  moment  that 
a  tax  like  this,  however  imposed,  would  work  with 
BO  little  friction  as  that  in  the  United  States  does, 
and  I  should  very  much  like  to  see  tlie  Act  of  the 
particular  State  upon  which  it  is  based.     I  nm 
sure,  if  it  comes  into  operation,  tliere  will  be  an 
outcry  against  it  from  one  end  of  the  colony  to 
the  X)ther.     The  cry  against  the  bter-tax  was  no- 
thing to  it.     We  refused  to  pass  that  tax  because 
it  harassed  the  brewers ;  but  this  will  harass  the 
whole  population.    But  what  will  be  the  result 
if  the   property-tnx  has  then  to  be  abolished? 
Ministers  will  have  then  killed  two  birds  with 
one  stone.    They  will  have  abolished  this  tax, 
and  they  will  have  abolished  the  land-tax  with 
it,  while  they  will  have  made  up  for  both  by  a 
large  increase  of  the  Customs   duties.      Those 
three  things  I  see  as  clearly  before  mo  as  I  now 
see  the  face  of  that  clock.     As  the  hour  is  late  I 
will  not  detain  the  House  much  longer,  and  will 
only  briefly  recapitulate  the  main  points  I  wished 
to  bring  out.     The  first  is,  that  I  cannot  at  all 
understand,  nor  can  I  agree  to,  the  proposal  to 
separate  the  land  revenue  from  the  ordinary  reve- 
nue without  taking  care  at  the  same  time  that 
the  land  revenue  is  charged  Tvith  what  has  been 
over  and  over  again  admitted  to  be  its  fair  share 
of  the  public  burdens.     If  that  be  not  done  we 
•hall  have  a  return  to  all  the  evils  of  the  old 
fiscal  system  of  the  country.     For  years  the  Land 
Fund  was  free  ironi  any  charge  for  general  ex- 
penditure ;   and   the   result   was   that,   in  some 
provinces  there  was  absolute  poverty,  while  in 
others   there  was  absolute   wealth.     Are  wo   to 
return  to  that  system  —  and  that,  too,  when  it 
has   been  over  and  over  again  stated   that  the 
Land  Fund  was  fairly  liable  to  at  least  £550,000 
or  £600,000  every  year  to  meet  its  share  of  the 
charge  for  money  borrowed  to  carry  on  public 
works  ?     The  next  thing   to  which  I   object  is 
regarding  this  property-tax  as  in  any  way  im- 
posed to  meet  the  deficit.     I  regard  it  as  a  long- 
promised  attempt  to  adjust  fairly  the  incidence 
of  taxation  ;  but  it  is  Juggling  with  the  question, 
from  that  point  of  view,  to  impose  that  tax  with 


one  hand,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  increase  the 
burdens  on  the  mass  of  the  people  through  the 
Customs  with  the  other.  Looking  at  the  matter 
from  my  point  of  view,  it  would  therefore  be  wise 
for  the  House  to  pass  the  property-tax  and  make 
it  as  little  inqui<«itorial  as  possible,  regarding  it  as 
a  long- promised  measure  necessary  to  adjust  the 
incidence  of  taxation ;  but,  having  done  that,  I 
maintain  there  will  be  no  necessity  whatever  to 
impose  additional  Customs  duties.  They  are  im- 
posed, professedly,  not  to  meet  the  deficiency  of 
the  year  1879-80,  but  to  provide  for  a  possible 
deficiency  in  the  year  1881.  It  will  be  ample 
time  to  impose  these  duties  when  it  is  proved 
that  they  are  necessary ;  and  that  can  very  well 
be  left  over  until  we  meet  in  April  next.  The 
sum  to  be  realized  from  them  in  the  meantime 
is  not  worth  consideration.  The  deficiency  up 
to  next  March  is  to  be  added  to  the  public 
debt  of  the  colony :  I  forgot  to  notice  that 
point  before.  This  being  so,  let  us  stop  at  that 
tor  the  present.  Do  not  let  us  deal  with  the 
following  year*8  possible  deficiency  now.  The 
machinery  for  levying  a  property-tax  will  take 
some  time  to  prepare,  and  therefore  it  is  well 
that  the  Act  should  be  passed  this  session ; 
but  Customs  duties  can  be  imposed  at  any  mo- 
ment. I  beg  the  House  to  consider  carefully  what 
it  is  asked  to  do,  and  to  reflect  before  it  allows 
a  farthing  to  be  added  to  the  Customs  duties 
merely  for  purposes  of  additional  taxation.  If 
that  be  allowed  it  may  be  the  beginning  of  a 
course  which  will  disorder  our  finance,  prostrate 
our  trade,  and  do  serious  injury  to  our  public 
credit.  The  tax  will  be  so  heavy  that  people  will 
not  stand  it.  There  will  be  so  much  taken  from 
them  that,  unless  there  be  a  great  reduction  in 
our  present  expenditure,  they  will  have  nothing 
left  with  which  to  keep  their  roads  in  repair, 
or  to  perform  other  necessary  public  works.  I 
therefore  adjure  the  House  to  Ijcsilate  before  it 
allows  these  Customs  taxes  to  be  so  heavily  in- 
creased for  mere  revenue  purposes.  For  the 
reasons  given,  I  cannot  believe  in  the  financial 
proposals  of  the  Government,  and  shall  earnestly 
support  the  amendment  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Port  Cholmers. 

Mr.  TAWHAI. — Since  I  have  been  listening 
in  this  House  during  last  Thursday  and  Friday 
and  this  cTcniug  1  nave  not  seen  anything  yet 
done  by  members.     I  think  the  members  of  this 
House  for  the  last  three  nights  have  been  acting 
like  children.    I  do  not  think  I  he  important  busi- 
ness which  the  House  has  before  it  should  be 
treated  in  the  manner  of  child's-play.     If  there 
is  to  bo  any  fight,  let  it  be  on  just,  and  fair,  and 
reasonable  grounds.     My  earnest  desire  is  that 
the  House  should  turn  its  attention  to  executing 
those  works  which  would  be  beneficial  for  those 
districts  that  requu'e  them.    This  kind  of  fighting 
is  very  frivolous :  in  fact,  there  are  no  reasons 
for  it  whatever.    Members  should  try  and  do  wliat 
!  good   they  can  for  those  districts   that  remain 
I  roadless  in  the  colony.     That  is  why  I  say,  in- 
'  stead  of  the  House  going  in  for  this  sort  of  thing, 
j  they  should  try  and  do  good  for  the  people  who 
are   living  in   districts   that  have  not  hitherto 
'  been  attended  to.     I  am  not  alluding  to  those 
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who  lire  in  towns,  and  have  all  their  wants  at- 
tended to. 

Motion  for  adjournment  of  the  debate  nega- 
tived. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.  — Sir,  I  rery  much  regret 
that  the  opinion  of  the  House  is  unfaroureble  to 
the  adjournment ;  but  at  the  same  time  I  shall 
think  it  my  dutj — a  duty  I  owe  to  myself  and  to 
those  I  represent — late  as  the  hour  is,  to  address 
tlie  House  on  the  present  occasion.  I  regret  it 
the  more  because  I  am  not  one  of  those  who  can 
speak  with  authority  on  these  matters.  I  can 
simply  speak  as  these  matters  meet  my  eye,  and 
I  regret  rery  much,  when  I  see  the  proposals 
before  us,  that  I  am  not  more  able  to  address  the 
House  on  this  subject.  There  is  nothing  so  in- 
jurious to  the  credit  of  the  colony,  and  nothing 
BO  injurious  to  the  people  themselrfs,  as  a  dis- 
ordered state  of  the  finances.  In  a  community 
borrowing  so  largely  as  this,  it  must  hare  a  very 
great  tendency  to  lessen  the  ralue  of  our  secu- 
rities and  to  increase  the  difficulty  of  our  borrow- 
ing. I  regret  yery  much  that  this  should  be 
made  a  party  question^  especially  in  the  state  in 
which  the  country  is  at  present.  It  is  a  rery 
great  misfortune  that  it  should  be  so,  and,  as  far 
as  I  am  conceme^l,  in  the  opinions  I  shall  hare 
to  gire  utterance  to  I  shall  not  enter  upon  this 
question  as  a  party  one.  It  is  of  far  too  much 
importance  to  allow  of  that.  The  state  of  the 
country  is  rather  peculiar.  We  have,  in  fact,  just 
passed  through  one  of  the  most  severe  financial 
crises  that  any  country  has  ever  passed  through. 
Probably  this  has  arisen  not  only  through  over- 
speculation,  but  also  through  over-trading.  Every 
person  has  had  enough  to  do  to  hold  his  own,  and, 
in  addition  to  that,  we  have  suffered  very  great 
loss  through  the  harvest  last  year  being  a  very  in- 
different one.  Then,  just  as,  I  may  say,  the  public 
had  got  over  that  difficulty,  there  arises  another 
of  a  more  fatal  character,  and  of  a  needless  charac- 
ter. By  the  Statement  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
made  to  this  House  a  short  time  since  upon  ^he 
po9ition  of  the  colony,  a  very  great  deal  of  public 
confidence  has  been  wantonly  dissipated.  The 
Treasurer  said  the  finances  of  the  country  were  in 
a  very  dreadful  condition,  and  that  a  very  large 
deficiency  had  occurred.  He  said  that  if  the  late 
Qt)vemn)ent  had  done  their  dn' y  to  the  country 
they  would  have  called  the  Houpe  together  imme- 
diately after  Christmas.  The  determination  of 
the  Treasurer  plainly  was  to  make  things  as  bad 
as  possible.  He  had  a  rase  to  make  out,  and  the 
welfare  of  the  country  was  nothing  to  him.  He 
had  to  substantiate  hit  statement,  and  left  no 
means  untried  in  order  to  do  that;  instead  of 
coming  down  and  stating,  as  he  could  and  should 
have  done,  that  the  state  of  the  finances  was 
caused  by  circumstances  to  a  certain  extent 
over  which  the  late  Government  had  no  control — 
that  is  to  say,  disturbances  arising  or  threatened 
in  the  North  Island.  I  will  not  say  whether 
those  disturbances  were  fostered  by  agents  of  the 
Govern ment  or  not,  but  it  is  my  opinion  they  were 
fostered  by  them.  Those  disturbances  prevented 
a  sum  of  nearly  three-quarters  of  a  million  of 
money  from  the  sale  of  the  Waimate  Plains 
comiug  into  the  Treasury,  which  it  was  stated 
Mr.  Taiohai 


would  oome  in  daring  last  year.  Another  largo 
sum  from  the  land-tax  might  have  come  in  to 
the  Treasury ;  and  in  this  instance  I  think  the 
Government  are  very  much  to  blame  for  their 
want  of  enerfcy  and  determination  in  the  collec- 
tion of  it.  If  it  had  not  been  for  that,  the  land- 
tax  would  have  come  in,  and  would  have  covered 
almost  the  whole  of  the  deficiency  now  stated  to 
exist.  This  want  of  energy  recoiled  upon  them- 
selves, and  the  rery  question  of  those  assessment* 
coming  on  at  the  late  elections  lost  the  late 
Government  their  majority  in  this  House.  The 
Treasurer  not  only  made  this  St-atement  with 
reference  to  the  deficiency  which  existed  last 
jear,  but  he  also  raised  an  alarming  err  about  the 
finances  this  year  being  in  a  drec^ful  state  and 
without  hope,  and  intimated  that  he  did  not  see 
his  way  out  of  these  difficulties.  In  order  to  sub- 
stantiate his  statement,  he  reduced  the  estimatea 
of  land  rcTenue  and  consolidated  revenue  to  the 
extent  of  £250,000.  There  is  not  the  slightest 
warrant  for  expectin<i;  such  a  deficiency.  As  far 
as  can  be  seen,  there  is  a  bountiful  harvest  before 
us ;  the  country  is  coming  out  of  its  depression  ; 
traide  is  reviving ;  and,  as  far  as  the  estimate* 
of  the  late  Government  are  concerned,  I  belioTe 
that  they  will  be  borne  out  to  the  fullest  extent. 
The  Treasurer  also  brought  down — as  I  admit 
has  been  done  before — what  are  called  "  bogus" 
estimates.  There  are  most  extraordinary  itema 
amongst  the  estimates.  For  instance,  ''Gh>ld 
discovery  in  North  Island,  £5,000;"  "Gold 
discovery  in  South  Island,  £5,000;"  "Aids  to 
prospecting,  £5,000,"  and  so  on.  Altogether, 
these  items  come  to  £25,000.  It  is  the  greatest 
mass  of  absurdity  in  existence.  It  must  be  self- 
evident  that,  if  gold  is  discovered,  the  rerenue 
will  be  so  elastic  as  to  far  more  than  coyer  these 
i^em^.  Then  we  find,  "Bonus  for  export  of 
rabbii -skins,  £8,000;  "  "Inspection  of  .•beep  and 
cattle,  £12,000 ;  "  "General  contingencies,  &c. ; 
making  altogether  £42,000,  which  could  also  be 
struck  off.  There  ai*e  many  other  items  of  the 
same  kind,  which  are  only  brought  down  to  sub- 
stantiate* the  Treasurer's  statement  that  there  is 
a  large  deficiency.  I  should  have  stated  Uiat 
another  cause  of  the  deficiency  in  the  revenue  laat 
year  was  the  unwi-e  step  taken  by  the  late  GK>- 
vernment  in  withdrawing  lands  from  sale  along 
the  lines  of  railway.  If  it  were  not  for  that,  the 
Land  Fund  would  have  kept  up  this  year.  In 
locking  up  the  land  from  sale  they  saved  it  from 
speculators ;  but,  although  they  did  good  to  the 
country,  still  it  was  fatid  for  themselves.  But 
we  must  bear  in  mind  that  this  large  estate  is 
still  left  unimpaired.  Seeing  the  pecuUar  cir- 
cumstances of  the  House,  seeing  that  there  is 
renlly  no  organized  opposition  to  the  G^ovem- 
meut,  I  hoped  that  the  Treasurer  would  come 
down  with  a  bold  statement,  showing  plainly  the 
position  into  which  the  country  is  drifting  by  a 
false  system  of  aiding  every  person  throughout 
the  State.  The  fact  is,  the  Government  is  doing 
thot  for  the  people  which  should  be  done  by 
public  bodies  themselves.  There  never  was  a 
greater  mistake  made  than  when  the  honorable 
gentlemen  who  now  occupy  the  Treasury  benchea 
brought  in  the  Counties  Act,  and  allowed  it  to  be 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


1879.] 


Supply. 


[HOUSR] 


Supply. 


468 


permissiye.  A  greater  mistake  was  never  made  bj 
any  statesman.  Had  that  Act  been  brought  into 
full  operation,  we  could  now  easily  and  justly  get 
rid  of  the  rery  heavy  burden  at  present  charged 
upon  the  consohdated  revenue,  —  for  instance, 
Charitable  institutions,  £25,000 ;  Gaols  and  po- 
lice, £127,000.  Then  there  is  the  very  important 
item  of  £100,000  for  Armed  Constabulary.  If 
the  Treasurer  had  brought  down  a  Statement 
placing  the  burdens  on  the  people  from  whom 
the  money  is  raised,  who  could  carry  out  the 
works  required  more  efficiently  and  at  a  much 
cheaper  rate,  the  position  of  the  country  would 
be  more  stable  than  at  present.  Another  great 
evil  which  I  hoped  he  would  point  out  to  the 
House  is,  that  a  large  portion  of  the  money  we 
have  borrowed  is  really  a  severe  burden  on  the 
oountry.  I  allude  specially  to  railways.  This 
year  there  is  an  estimated  deOoienoy  of  £260,000 
on  railways  alone,  wliich  will  have  to  be  provided 
out  of  the  consolidated  revenue.  Another  great 
loss  —  which  the  present  Government  may  say 
arises  from  the  use  of  the  department  by  the 
late  Government  —  is  £30,000  upon  the  Tele- 
graph Department.  This  should  not  exist.  I 
feel  confident  that  an  inquiry  into  the  Telegraph 
and  Railway  Departments  would  result  in  their 
being  made  to  pay  interest  on  the  money  ex- 
pended. I  am  aware  that  the  Government  hare 
listened  too  much  to  the  clamour  of  the  public ; 
too  much  stock  has  been  ordered  from  Home ; 
and  I  consider  that  the  greatest  extravagance  has 
existed.  I  hoped  the  Colonial  Treasurer  would 
state  that,  by  a  reduction  of  6  per  cent,  in  all 
salaries  over  £200,  he  would  relieve  the  Trea- 
sury to  the  amount  of  £32,000.  This  amount, 
together  with  the  bogus  estimates  £25,000,  would 
come  to  £52,000.  Then  there  is  another  large 
item  which  the  country  must  decidedly  put  a 
stop  to  :  that  is  the  enormous  sum  paid  annually 
for  education,  which  now  amounts  to  £220,000. 
That  is  equivalent  to  £4  6s.  6d.  per  head  for  the 
education  of  the  children  of  the  colony,  many  of 
whose  parents  are  well  able  to  pay  for  education 
themselves.  I  see  from  the  London  papers  that 
the  cost  to  the  voluntary  schools  is  only  Ss.  4d. 
per  head.  Under  the  Government  system  at 
Home  I  think  it  amounts  to  40s.  per  head. 
Without  any  injury  to  the  cause  of  education, 
I  think  our  yearly  expenditure  could  be  very 
much  reducerl.  A  capitation  grant  of  10s.  would 
amount  to  £28,000.  I  feel  confident  that  no 
person  in  the  colony  would  mind  paying  2s.  6d. 
per  quarter  for  the  education  of  his  children. 
That  would  relieve  education  to  the  extent  of 
£56,000,  or,  even  granting  that  10,000  children 
could  not  pay  the  capitation,  the  countrv  would 
still  be  relieved  to  the  extent  of  about  £50,000. 
Altogether  that  would  leave  £107,000.  There  is 
another  department  which  I  should  like  to  call 
attention  to.  I  observe  that  the  Minister  of 
Lands  noticed  the  statement  made  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Akaroa  as  to  the  extraordinary 
condition  of  the  Land  Department,  and  the  ex- 
penditure connected  with  it.  There  is  no  doubt 
as  to  the  accuracy  of  the  statement  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Akaroa.  The  expense  of  the 
Sarrey  Department  is  £157)000,  and  the  esti- 


mated receipts  from  land  sales  are  £248,000, 
thus  showing  a  net  profit  to  the  colony  of  only 
£91,000  from  the  sale  of  land.  There  must  be 
something  very  rotten  in  such  a  state  of  affairs — 
that  £167,000  should  be  the  cost  of  the  Survey 
Department — nearly  the  whole  of  which  is  spent 
in  wages.  This  seems  to  me  a  state  of  things 
which  requires  the  most  searching  examination. 
The  sum  lust  slated  does  not  include  a  sum  of 
£18,000  which  has  been  paid  for  arrears  of  sur- 
vey. The  honorable  member  for  Dunedin  City 
(Mr.  Oliver)  stated  that  there  was  a  sum  of 
£54,000  due  to  Otago ;  but  I  should  like  to  know 
how  the  honorable  member  arrived  at  that  con- 
clusion. The  House  has  refused  to  affirm  that 
such  a  sum  was  due.  If  the  matter  of  account 
and  the  arrears  of  surveys  of  the  department 
had  been  gone  into,  it  would  have  been  found 
that  Otago  is  a  debtor,  instead  of  a  creditor. 
The  Public  Accounts  Committee  refused  to  ac- 
knowledge that  the  money  was  due. 

Mr.  OLI  V£R.— Sir  George  Grey  acknowledged 
it. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.— Sir  George  Grey  acknow- 
ledges a  great  many  things  that  1  do  not  acknow- 
ledge. 1  am  speaking  of  the  country.  The 
expense  of  the  Land  Department  is  very  far  from 
satisfactory.  I  reckon  the  loss  on  the  Railway 
Department  as  £260,000,  and  on  the  Telegraph 
Department  £37,000.  This  shows  a  very  shock- 
ing state  of  things.  My  opinion  is  this :  that 
there  is  nothing  more  calculated  to  distract  the 
pubhc  mind  or  to  shake  the  confidence  of  the 
public  creditor  than  fluctuation  in  our  taxation. 
The  Colonial  Treasurer  stated  very  fairly  that 
after  this  jear  the  Land  Fund  siiould  not  be 
dealt  with  as  ordinary  revenue — that  it  should 
be  charged,  first,  with  the  cost  of  surveys,  that  a 
certain  portion  should  be  distributed  in  the  dis- 
tricts in  which  the  land  is  sold,  and  the  balance 
appropriated  for  public  works  throughout  the 
colony.  This  is  the  proper  use  to  make  of  the 
Land  Fund.  The  question  then  arises,  how  the 
expenditure  for  carrying  on  the  government  is 
to  be  provided  for.  I  am  not  going  to  enter  into 
any  financial  statement;  it  is  not  my  sphere. 
There  is  one  subject  to  which  my  attention  has 
been  called  by  my  constituents.  They  telegraphed 
to  me  stating  that,  rather  than  be  subjected  to 
the  proposed  imposts,  it  would  be  better  to  lay  a 
tax  on  beer.  It  would  be  a  voluntary  tax.  A 
person  need  not  pay  a  tax  on  beer  unless  he 
pleases.  The  Colonial  Treasurer  last  year  esti- 
mated the  sale  of  beer  nt  5,000,000  gallons.  A 
tax  of  6d.  a  gallon  would  give  in  round  ntimbers 
£120,000.  The  present  land-tax  without  exemp- 
tions would  give  £247,000.  Stamps  would  give 
£16,000.  This,  with  the  reductions  indicated, 
£107,000,  and— as  I  consider — the  unnecessary 
reduction  of  the  estimated  revenue  by  £248,000, 
would  give  as  permanent  revenue  an  addition  of 
£738,000,  which  would  be  sufficient  in  future  to 
meet  all  that  is  required.  It  is  better  to  fix  the 
revenue  on  a  permanent  basis  than  to  take  a  pro- 
perty-tax as  proposed  and  other  taxes,  which  will 
bear  very  heavily  on  all  portions  of  the  country. 
The  most  frugal  people  would  have  their  wishes 
gratified.     It  is  better  that  people  should  raise 
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money  from  a  voluntary  tax  such  as  the  beer-tax 
and  a  tax  on  stamps,  and  that  property  should 
be  exempted.  All  we  possibly  can  do  now  is  to 
provide  for  a  permanent  fund  for  that  which  I 
am  afraid  will  be  a  permanent  charge  on  the 
colony.  I  shall  certainly  support  the  resolution 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers.  I 
feel  confident  that  great  dissatisfaction  will  exist 
in  the  public  mind  upon  this  matter.  I  should 
ratiier  regret  if  the  Government  hurried  on  this 
debate,  because  I  feel  sure  that,  in  the  progress 
of  these  Bills — the  Tariff  Bill  and  other  measures 
— very  considerable  reductions  will  be  made.  In 
fact,  I  think  the  reductions  will  be  so  great,  even 
from  their  own  party,  as  to  completely  upset  the 
whole  system  as  propounded  by  the  Gfovemment. 
I  hope  the  Government  will  see  their  way  to 
modify  some  of  these  proposals  to  a  very  con- 
siderable extent,  eppecially  those  few  additions 
to  the  Customs  tariff,  which  already  presses  so 
lieavily  upon  every  portion  of  the  community.  I 
have  seen  by  the  papers  that  good  men  from  the 
Old  Country — farm  labourers — are  working  on  the 
Wellington-Foxton  Railway  at  4s.  a  day.  When 
we  find  the  poorer  classes  taxed  so  heavily  and  yet 
having  to  submit  to  such  a  reduction  of  wages, 
we  should  do  all  we  can  to  take  burdens  off  instead 
of  imposing  them.  The  tendency  of  the  large  ex- 
penditure of  public  money  which  has  taken  place 
has  been  to  raise  the  rate  of  wages.  When  I 
addressed  my  constituents  I  told  them  plainly 
that  I  should  do  all  I  could  to  bring  down  wages, 
because  I  felt  convinced  that  wages  were  altogether 
too  high :  but  it  is  no  use  attempting  to  bring 
down  wages  if  heavy  burdens  are  to  be  put  upon 
the  people.  That  is  one  reason  why  I  object 
strongly  to  any  further  increase  of  the  Customs 
tariff,  because  1  consider  the  burdens  which  exist 
press  heavily  upon  the  people,  especially  upon 
those  who  are  the  least  able  to  bear  them. 

Mr.  STEWART. — The  question  under  discus- 
sion at  present  is  one  of  great  importance,  the 
consideration  of  which  cannot  well  be  escaped, 
and  one  the  consideration  of  which  will,  I  believe, 
be  of  great  benefit  to  the  country.  I  know  of  no 
subject  which  rails  for  more  careful  consideration 
— 1  should  almost  say  careful  study — by  every 
member  of  this  House  than  the  financial  position 
of  the  colony  at  the  present  time.  This  is  a  ques- 
tion which,  I  venture  to  say,  has  been  somewhat 
lightly  considered  in  the  past,  and  we  are  now 
brought  face  to  face  with  a  position  of  affairs  which 
the  Government  do  not  seem  to  realize,  which  a 
large  number  of  the  members  of  this  House  do 
not  seem  to  appreciate,  but  to  which  the  country 
has  now  become  fully  alive.  This  evening  I  re- 
ceived a  telegram  from  a  portion  of  my  consti- 
tuents, the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  of  Bunediu, 
which  body  seems  to  be  fully  alive  to  the  very 
perilous  position  in  which  the  country  has  been 
placed  by  the  financial  proposals  of  the  Govern- 
ment—proposals which,  I  venture  to  say,  will,  if 
carried,  bring  ruin  to  the  colony  by  driving  away 
capital,  discouraging  the  slightest  spirit  of  enter- 
prise, and  retarding  the  development  of  the  re- 
sources of  the  colony.  The  telegram  to  which  I 
have  referred  was  apparentlv  sent  from  Dunedin 
at  about  a  quarter  to  six  o  clock  this  afternoon. 
Mr.  TuruhvU 


This  is  the  resolution  passed  by  the  Dunedin 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  forwarded  to  me  by 
the  Secretary  of  that  body  : — 

"  I  am  instructed  to  convey  to  you  the  follow- 
ing resolution  passed  by  the  Dunedin  Chamber 
of  Commerce :  Resolved,  That,  without  exprets- 
ing  an  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  putting  on 
so  suddenly  such  heavy  taxation  at  a  time  of 
such  depression  in  the  colony,  this  Chamber  is  of 
opinion — 1st.  That  the  proposed  property-tax 
would  prove  most  objectionable  to  the  com- 
munity on  account  of  its  inquisitorial  character, 
the  difficulty  in  fairly  obtaining  it,  and  the  ex- 
pensive machinery  for  its  collection.  2nd.  That, 
the  extra  'taxes  required  would  be  beet  ob- 
tained from  the  following  sources — namely,  on 
the  tariff  as  proposed  by  Go?emment — but  de- 
ducting certain  items  on  which  the  proposed  rates 
are  excessive,  such  as  green  fruit,  preserved  milk, 
&c. — £250,000  ;  previous  rates  on  tea  and  sugar, 
£100,000;  present  land-tax,  £150,000;  eclu)ol 
fees,  £120,000:  total,  £630,000." 

These  are  considerable  sources  of  revenue.  As 
to  the  school  fees,  I  see  no  reason  why  they  should 
not  be  readjusted.  I  venture  to  say  that  there 
are  persons  sending  their  children  to  the  pubUc 
schools  who  can  well  afford  to  pay  the  fees :  in 
fact ,  some  of  the  wealthy  classes  are  simply  loafing 
on  the  schools  of  the  colony.  Still,  I  have  not  the 
least  doubt  that,  if  fees  were  charged,  they  would 
pay  them  without  the  slightest  objection.  But 
the  Government  are  afraid  to  do  it.  They  think 
it  would  be  an  unpopular  movement,  they  are 
therefore  afraid  to  tackle  it  boldly,  and  it  is 
left  to  a  Chamber  of  Commerce  to  suggest  bow 
the  school  fees  should  be  managed.  The  Minis- 
ter for  Public  Works  said  there  was  no  alter- 
native left  to  the  Government  but  to  propose 
this  suicidal  system  of  taxation  —  the  position 
of  the  Government  was  such  as  to  force  upon 
them  this  ill -conceived,  ill -executed  scheme 
which  has  been  propounded  by  the  Colonial 
Treasurer.  The  honorable  gentleman  also  said 
that  increased  taxation  was  necessary  in  conse- 
quence of  the  extravagant  policy  of  the  late  Go- 
vernment, but  he  did  not  condescend  to  give  a 
particle  of  evidence  in  support  of  that  statement. 
Then  the  Colonial  l^reasurer  said  that  the  late 
Minister  for  Public  Works  had  committed  the 
country  to  an  expenditure  of  some  £2,-{00,000 
— a  statement  which  has  been  not  only  contra- 
dicted, but  absolutely  disproved ;  and  when  a 
Minister  of  the  Crown  makes  an  accusation  of 
that  kind,  involving  the  political  reputation  of  an 
opponent,  he  ought  to  bo  censured  by  this  House 
unless  he  proves  it.  Had  the  Hon.  the  Colonial 
TreasTirer,  when  he  found  out  his  mistake,  got 
up  and  apologized,  as  he  might  have  done,  I 
have  no  doubt  the  House  would  have  extended  to 
him  that  courtesy  —  that  generosity  —  which  it 
always  extends  to  any  one  who  makes  a  mistake 
and  acknowledges  his  mistake;  because  I  con- 
cei\'e  it  to  be  a  matter  of  the  jexj  first  import- 
ance that,  if  a  charge  is  made,  whether  in  ig- 
norance or  by  pure  mistake,  the  person  making 
that  charge,  when  an  opportunity  presents  itself 
should  immediately  retract  it,  and  apologize  to  the 
person  whom  he  has  assailed  for  any  injustice  ke 
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has  done.  The  Colonial  Treasurer  did  not  with- 
draw the  charge  nor  reiterate  it,  but  in  a  half- 
hearted sort  of  waj  said  tliere  was  sometliing  else ; 
some  other  accounts  of  an  apparently  very  extra- 
ordinary character  were  spoken  of;  but  nothing  has 
been  done  in  any  way  to  substantiate  the  charge 
which  the  Colonial  Treasurer  brought  against  the 
lat«  Minister  for  Public  Works.  We  were  told 
by  the  present  Ministry  when  they  took  office 
that  there  would  be  no  divided  counsels  amongst 
them ;  they  were  to  be  one  united  happy  family, 
always  running  into  the  same  lobby  together; 
there  was  to  be  no  division  amongst  them  in  their 
Councils  or  in  this  House.  This  happy  family 
came  to  grief  one  afternoon — upon  the  now  famous 
Auckland-compact  question  this  proclamation  of 
unity  came  to  a  most  inglorious  termination. 
Having  entered  into  a  compact  which  nobody 
has  been  able  to  fathom,  of  which  everybody  con- 
nected with  it  is  ashamed,  and  which  the  Govern- 
ment have  not  ventured  to  disclose  to  this  House, 
what  did  we  find  ?  We  found  the  Ministi7  on 
that  occasion  going  over,  apparently,  to  the  honor- 
able member  tor  Newton,  and  imploring  him  to  do 
something  wliich  tliat  gentleman's  high  sense  of 
honor  and  honesty  would  not  allow  him  to  do.  The 
Premier  wanted  him  to  vote  against  the  production 
of  a  certain  document,  and  the  honorable  member 
for  Newton,  who  enjoys  tlie  respect  of  most,  if  not 
of  all,  of  the  members  of  this  House,  found  it  in- 
consistent with  his  duty,  his  conscience,  to  comply 
with  the  request  made  by  the  Q-overnment,  and 
accordingly  he  declined  to  go  into  the  lobby  as  in- 
yited.  Some  Ministers  went  into  one  lobby,  and 
some  into  another  ;  some  gave  their  voices  one 
■way  and  went  into  a  lobby  they  did  not  at  first 
intend  to  go  into,  thus  indicating  a  very  sudden 
change  of  opinion.  This  high-sounding  title  which 
the  Minister  of  Education  claimed  for  the  Minis- 
try Tery  soon  came  to  grief,  and,  inst-ead  of  any- 
thing like  unity  in  the  Cabinet,  we  found  a  very 
unhappy — ehall  I  tay  very  unfortunate  ? — liivision 
amongst  tl)em — a  diviision  wliieh  brought  a  mea- 
sure of  inglory  upon  them  whicli  I  believe  i^w 
Ministries  would  care  to  have  recorded.  Kefer- 
ring  to  this  Auckland  compuct,  the  subject  seems 
to  be  80  fertile,  it  is  a  subject  wliich  can  be  looked 
at  from  so  many  points  of  viow,  and  about  which 
80  much  can  be  said,  that  really  one  need  never 
be  done  thinking  of  it.  The  unknown  always 
leares  room  for  speculation;  tlie  known  very 
little.  But  in  this  instance  we  had  a  Ministry, 
one  acknowledged  to  be  representing  a  minority, 
struggling  by  all  the  devices  the  forms  of  this 
House  could  give  them  to  postpone  the  day  of 
judgment.  They  apparently  resorted  to  all  the 
expedients  which  experience  and  subtle  intel- 
lects could  devise  for  bringing  the  forms  of 
this  House  into  play  for  the  purpose  of  post- 
poning the  division  on  that  no-confidence  debate. 
I  contend  that,  in  the  first  instance,  the  Ministry 
did  not  act  constitutionally  in  refusing  to  go  to 
a  division  when  the  first  opportunity  presented 
itself.  They  apparently  took  up  a  very  extraor- 
dinary position :  that,  being  called  to  ofiice,  tliey 
were  entitled  to  remain  there  so  long  as  it  suited 
their  convenience.  Finding  they  could  not  resist 
Tery  much  longer  this  no-confidence  debate,  they 

VOL.  XXXni.-69. 


adopted  a  course  which  I  venture  to  say  will  not 
commend  itself — a  course  which  has  been  con- 
demned by  the  country,  which  the  Ministry  indi- 
dividually  cannot  defend,  and  must  collectively 
condemn — a  course  that  will  be  handed  down 
to  posterity  with  some  measure  of  obloquy.  They 
entered  into  an  arrangement  with  four  members 
then  in  opposition,  so  as  to  secure  their  votes. 
Now,  I  do  say  that  when  a  Ministry  conde- 
scended to  enter  into  an  arrangement  of  this 
kind  with  four  members  of  the  Opposition — 
members,  be  it  remembered,  who  were  not  doubt- 
ful members  of  the  Opposition,  but  who  were 
regarded  as  the  staunchest,  the  firmest,  the  most 
tried  members,  I  may  say,  of  the  Opposition — I 
say  that,  when  they  entered  into  a  compact  of  that 
kind,  they  did  something  which,  I  venture  to 
assert,  when  they  have  some  Uttle  time  for  re- 
flection, they  themselves  will  condemn — because  I 
have  some  respect  for  the  honor,  intelUgence,  and 
independence  of  the  gentlemen  who  occupy  those 
benches  —  after  party  excitement  has  subsided, 
and  after  tho.^e  little  stray  leaves,  so  to  speak, 
which  are  apt  to  warp  the  intellect,  have  disap- 
peared. Let  it  be  considered  for  one  moment  who 
those  gentlemen  were.  There  was  the  honor- 
able member  for  Newton,  who  is  always  parading 
before  us  lus  virtues  at  elections,  and  stilting  that 
he  is  not  afraid  to  say  for  whom  he  is  going 
to  vote.  AVe  hear  a  good  deal  about  his  virtues 
and  boldness  in  the  constituency  he  represents. 
He  does  not  seem  to  be  afraid  of  anybody  in  that 
constituency,  and  I  do  not  know  whether  there 
is  anybody  there  afraid  of  him.  At  all  events, 
he  seems  to  have  a  position  there  which  I  hope 
he  will  long  occupy. 

Mr.  LUNDON.— Ihopenot. 

Mr.  STEWART.— The  honorable  member  for 
the  Bay  of  Islands  hopes  not.  I  do  hope  he 
will.  Now,  that  gentleman  has,  I  believe,  during 
hi^  whole  political  career,  acted  a  consistent  part 
until  within  the  la^^t  ^ix  weeks  ;  and  I  venture  to 
t<*ll  the  hon(^rable  gentleman  that  his  conduct  has 
been  a  direct  lie  to  his  whole  political  career.  I 
am  told  that  by  his  best  friends — by  gentlemen 
by  whom  he  is  respected :  timt  his  conduct  dur- 
ing the  last  six  weeks  has  been  a  poUtical  lie  to 
his  previous  career. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  called  the  honorable  member 
to  order.  He  ought  not  to  make  use  of  language 
towards  another  honorable  member  of  the  House 
which  was  calculated  to  give  ofience. 

Mr.  SW ANSON.  — Let  hun  go  ahead.  I  do 
not  care  how  much  he  says. 

Mr.  STEWART.— I  have  no  desire  whatever 
to  say  anything  but  what  is  fair,  and  I  am  merely 
expressing  what  the  honorable  member's  friends 
say  of  him.  The  other  honorable  gentleman 
who  was  apparently  inveigled  to  the  Government 
side  was  the  honorable  member  for  Waitemata. 
That  honorable  gentleman,  I  behove,  was  looked 
upon  as  a  very  staunch  supporter  of  the  Opposi- 
tion— in  fact,  he  was  one  of  the  leading  counsel- 
lors of  the  party.  If  not  the  colonel,  he  occupied 
some  other  dislinguished  position  in  the  Opposi- 
sition  ranks,  and  yet,  apparently,  wliile  occupying 
that  position,  he  was  also  occupying  an  ambiguous 
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position  with  some  other  party  —  I  will  not  say 
the  QoTemment.  It  was  a  position  not  calculated 
to  raise  the  tone  of  this  House»  and  such  conduct, 
if  allowed  to  be  repeated,  will  not  redound  to 
the  credit  of  the  colony.  Now,  this  Auckland 
compact  has  been  spoken  of  in  yery  disparag- 
ing terms  in  Tarious  parts  of  the  colony,  and 
I  beliere  it  will  continue  to  create  a  certain 
amount  of  suspicion  and  raise  a  feeling  of  dis- 
trust,  until  the  terms  of  that  compact  are 
fully  known.  I  do  think,  if  there  really  was 
nothing  whateTer  to  conceal  in  tliat  agreement, 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  GoTcrument,  the  duty  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Newton,  to  produce  it 
— in  fact,  I  beliere  the  honorable  member  wished 
to  produce  it,  but  felt  his  conscience  hampered  in 
a  peooliar  way  by  the  word  "Confidential"  being 
placed  at  the  head  of  it.  That  was  a  derice  of 
a  Tery  shrewd  nature,  believing  he  would  not 
diyulge  the  contents  of  a  confidential  communi- 
cation. I  will  explain  why  it  ought  to  be  made 
Sublic.  It  was  a  document  passing  between  the 
[inistry  of  the  day  and  certain  other  gentlemen 
relating  to  the  disposal  of  public  moneys.  Now, 
I  hold,  as  I  contended  at  the  time,  that  it  is  a 
fraud  on  the  public  to  keep  secret  any  such  docu- 
ment relating  to  public  property  passing  between 
Ministers  of  the  Crown  and  any  other  gentle- 
men in  this  colony — it  is,  I  say,  a  positive  fraud, 
if  the  Ministry  attempt  to  conceal  any  such  docu- 
ment. I  mean,  of  course,  a  legal  fraud.  Although 
the  Press  of  the  colony  did  not  enter  so  fully  into 
the  gravity  of  the  situation  as  it  should  have  done, 
still  it  will  yet  universally  condemn  the  action 
of  the  Government  in  regard  to  that  compact.  I 
will  now  refer  to  the  production  of  those  tele- 
grams from  the  Telegraph  Office  by  the  Premier 
the  other  day.  In  that  matter  the  Government 
took  upon  themselves,  without  any  colour  of  legal 
authority,  the  right  to  search,  or  to  give  instruc- 
tions to  search,  the  Telegraph  Office  for  telegrams 
sent  to  or  by  members  of  the  late  Government. 
Those  instructions  seem  to  have  been  faithfully 
carried  out,  and  telegrams  were  laid  upon  the 
table  of  this  House  which  had  no  more  right  to 
be  placed  on  the  table  than  any  private  telegrams 
of  mine.  I  conceive  the  law  on  the  subject  to  be 
this :  that  no  telegrams  may  lawfully  be  produced 
unless  with  the  consent  of  the  sender  or  the  sendee 
first  obtained. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — This  is  your  stonewall- 

Mr.  STEWART.— Indeed !  The  Government 
refuse  to  extend  to  us  the  courtesy  of  an  adjourn- 
ment to  secure  the  attendance  of  a  gentleman 
whose  presence  our  party  desire,  and  we  are  de- 
termined that,  if  possible,  he  shall  be  here.  It  is 
only  courtesy  to  adjourn  to  allow  a  member  who 
is  not  in  health  to  take  part  in  a  debate,  and 
it  is  the  more  unfair  to  refuse  it  when  the  mem- 
ber in  question  is  on  a  sick-bed.  It  is  all  very 
well  to  say  he  can  speak  in  another  debate.  We 
should  then  t>e  told  we  had  broken  down  in 
this  attack  on  the  Gk}vemment  finance,  and  that 
we  were  again  attacking  them  on  a  side-issue.  I 
am  always  willing  to  extend  courtesy,  but  if  any 
one  attempts  to  trample  upon  me  he  will  find  me 
a  rather  sharp  thorn.  I  was  about  to  say  that 
Jfr.  Stewart 


this  telegraph  question  is  one  of  the  utmoet  im- 
portance  

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— Sir,  I  should  like  to  know 
if  the  honorable  gentleman  is  in  order. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Great  latitude  is  allowed  to 
honorable  members  in  a  no-confidenoe  debate,  and 
also  in  a  financial  debate. 

Mr.  STEWART.  — No  doubt  the  honorable 
member  feels  sore  upon  the  point,  because  he  must 
know  that  confidence  in  the  Telegraph  Depart- 
ment has  been  endangered  by  the  action  of  the 
Government.  Already  the  department  may  have 
suffered  financially.  The  Premier  made  a  mistake, 
and,  instead  of  coming  down  with  one  story  on 
one  day  and  another  story  on  another  day,  he 
should  have  admitted  his  mistake  and  asked  for 
the  indulgence  of  the  House.  That  would  have 
been  a  perfectly  fair  and  honorable  course,  and  he 
I  would  have  met  with  the  sympathy  of  the  House. 
I  Look  at  the  case  of  the  Native  chief,  Tomoana. 
He  was  induced  to  support  and  join  the  Govern- 
ment by  representations  which  he,  in  his  inno- 
cence, at  once  made  public.  He  told  us  all  about 
the  promises,  the  position  he  was  to  occupy  in  the 
future  Cabinet,  and  what  was  to  be  done  with  re- 
gard to  the  Maori  race  under  the  present  Miniati^. 
He  went  on  the  Government  benches,  but  was  not 
long  there.  He  found  there  was  some  aerious 
misunderstanding  regarding  the  terms  of  the  ar- 
rangement l>etween  the  Premier  and  himself,  and 
considered  it  desirable  to  withdraw  from  those 
benches.  His  conduct,  I  believe,  met  with  the 
approval  of  every  honorable  gentleman  in  Uiis 
House,  and  I  do  not  think  even  Ministers  them- 
selves could  blame  him.  All  this  shows  that 
there  \>as  something  radically  wrong.  Then  we 
come  to  the  honorable  member  for  Qtrej  Valley 
(Mr.  Masters).  The  honorable  member  for  Wai- 
kouaili,  I  think,  and  some  six  or  seven  other 
honorable  gentlemen,  had  some  hand  in  capture 
ing  him  ;  and,  curiously  enough,  he  disclosed  the 
reason  of  his  conversion.  He  spoke  of  promises 
which  had  been  made  to  him  ;  but  the  exact  extent 
of  those  promises,  or  when  or  where  they  are  to 
be  carried  out,  has  not  transpired.  They  will, 
however,  I  fancy,  result  in  his  disappointment,  at 
in  tlie  case  of  Tomoana.  I  refer  to  these  various 
compacts  to  ^how  how  the  Ministry  have  ob- 
tained power,  and  the  object  the^  have  in  view 
in  attempting  to  crush  the  Opposition  and  force 
them  to  come  to  a  division  upon  this  question  to- 
night, when  the  honorable  gentleman  who  could 
throw  most  light  upon  their  proposals  is  too  HI  to 
be  present.  It  also  shows  the  way  in  which  they 
managed  to  get  upon  those  l>enchcs — that  it  waa 
really  by  a  side-wind,  and  not  because  they  pos- 
sessed the  confidence  of  a  majority  of  this  Houte. 
But  I  say  that  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  a 
Government  to  rule  the  country  in  that  way 
must  result  in  their  discomfiture.  A  great  deal 
of  capital  has  been  made  out  of  this  property- 
tax,  and  we  are  told  we  shall  have  ample  oppor- 
tunitv  hereafter  of  referring  to  it.  I  believe 
myself  that  this  House  has  not  yet  realized 
the  very  disastrous  effect  it  will  have  on  the 
future  prosperity  of  the  country,  and  I  am  sen- 
sible that,  as  soon  as  it  is  published  through  the 
Press  to-morrow,  there  should  be  such  a  howl 
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of  indignfttion  against  it  throughout  the  length 
and  breEidth  of  the  colonj  as  has  never  before 
taken  place.  To  lawjers  and  those  who  are 
acquainted  with  what  a  property -tax  means  at 
Home,  it  seems  a  fair  and  reasonable  tax  ;  and  if 
it  was  to  be  imposed  in  England  no  doubt  it 
might  be  a  right  tax ;  but  such  is  not  the  case. 
Some  honorable  gentlemen  appear  to  think  that 
it  does  not  extend  to  such  property  as  furniture 
and  articles  of  that  description  ;  but  it  does,  and 
the  people  have  been  kept  in  ignorance  of  its  true 
character.  The  Treasurer  is  entitled  to  some 
kind  of  credit  for  having  withheld  the  Bill  so 
long.  He  stated  that  this  tax  was  similar  to  a  tax 
imposed  in  America,  either  bj  the  States  Govern* 
ment  or  bj  the  Federal  GoTernmint;  but  the 
ex-Premier  told  him,  what  was  quite  correct,  that 
no  such  law  as  that  slated  by  the  Treasurer  was 
ever  enacted  by  the  Federal  Government.  When 
he  solemnly  assured  the  House  that  it  was  the 
same  as  the  Federal  law  in  the  United  States, 
be  assured  the  House  about  something  of  which 
be  was  ignorant.  He  showed  a  degree  of  reck- 
lessness and  indifference  about  the  law  from 
which  this  Bill  is  taken  that  is  quite  inexcusable. 
The  land-tax  was  unpopular  at  Grst,  but  the 
public  seem  to  have  realized  the  fact  that  it  is 
more  equitable  than  at  first  sight  appeared,  and 
apparently  they  are  prepared  to  put  up  with  it. 
That  tax  has  cost  an  enormous  sum  of  money 
to  put  into  operation.  Now  we  find  that,  before 
that  tax  is  collected,  the  present  Government  hove 
come  down  with  a  proposal  the  effect  of  which  is 
to  push  the  land-tax  to  the  wall,  to  throw  over- 
board all  the  expenses  which  have  been  incurred, 
and  to  undo  all  that  has  been  done  by  their  pre- 
decessors in  oflice.  The  object  seems  to  he  merely 
to  avoid  followiug  in  the  footsteps  of  their  pre- 
decessors. The  Treasurer  plausibly  says  the  land- 
tax  is  to  be  merged  in  this  property-tax.  That 
statement  is  calculated  to  mislead.  If  you  read 
this  Bill  from  end  to  end  you  will  find'  nothing 
analogous  to  the  land-tax.  The  valuation  is  on  a 
tot^l^  different  basis,  and  directly  opposed  to  the 
principle  of  the  land-tax.  The  policy  of  the  Und- 
tax  affected  seriously  a  large  number  of  land-occu- 
piers and  runholders:  they  had  to  pay  on  the 
basis  of  freehold  property.  A  ccording  to  this  Pro- 
perty Assessment  Bill,  leasehold  land  is  assessed  at 
its  good-will  value,  as  di^tinguislied  from  its  free- 
hold value.  This  Bill  apparently  proceeds  upon 
the  simple  principle  of  valuations  assessed  at  full 
ralue.  I  apprehend  the  full  value  means  mar- 
ketable value — that  is,  if  a  person  haa  a  yearly 
tenancy  in  properly,  his  tenancy  is  not  valued  as 
under  the  Land-Tax  Act,  where  he  is  valued  as 
a  freeholder.  That  is  an  important  alteration, 
which  I  think  the  Government  ought  in  fairness 
to  have  brought  before  the  House.  What  does 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  say,  referring  to  this  sub- 
ject ?  **  The  principle  of  the  land-tax  has  already 
been  affirmed  by  this  Houce.'*  By  making  use  of 
that  language  he  evidently  intended  to  convey  to 
the  House  that  the  present  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  merely  a  development  of  the  policy  car- 
ried out  by  this  proposal,  and  that  the  public 
need  not  be  afraid  that  any  radical  change  will 
take  place.    The  Colonial  Treasurer  said  he  eu- 


tirely  disapproved  of  land  being  held  for  specu- 
lative purposes.  Then  he  says,  "  An  income-tax 
is  not  applicable  to  the  existing  circumstances  of 
the  colony.  It  is  inquisitorial,  and  unavoidably 
open  to  great  inequalities."  Little  as  I  have  seen 
of  this  Bill,  I  undertake  to  say  it  will  be  found 
inquisitorial,  and  practically  unworkable ;  and  it 
will  meet  with  as  much  opposition  aa  a  proposal 
for  an  income-tax  would  meet  with.  There  is  a 
power  in  this  Bill  enabling  an  assessor  to  enter  a 
private  dwelling,  and  make  any  investigation  he 
chooses.  Such  a  power  as  that  vnM  be  objection- 
able and  oppressive ; — 

"  Any  assessor  may  enter,  at  any  reasonable 
hour  during  the  day-time,  upon  land  or  premises 
for  the  purpose  of  assessing  real  property,  and 
may  put  to  the  occupier  or  owner  thereof  any 
questions  touching  any  of  the  particulars  thereof 
which  he  is  required  to  furnish." 

Then  we  have  the  power  given  to  the  Governor 
in  Council  to  make  regulations  which  will  enable 
assessors  to  put  any  questions,  and  do  very  much 
as  they  please.  I  do  not^  believe  the  people  of  the 
colony  will  tolerate  such  inquisitorial  proceedings. 
That  was  one  of  the  objections  taken  by  the 
Dunedin  Chamber  of  Commerce  to  this  Bill, 
although  that  body  was  then  unacquainted  with 
the  extent  to  which  the  Bill  goes  in  that  direction. 
The  Bill  will  be  found  to  be  practically  unwork- 
able and  unbearable.  This  tax  is  so  sweeping  in 
its  nature  that  it  covers  everything.  I  have  had 
a  telegram  from  Dunedin  in  reference  to  the  tax 
as  affec'tinp  machinery.  There  is  a  considerable 
amount  of  money  sunk  there  for  the  purpose  of 
encouraging  local  industries  and  trade,  and  bring- 
ing that  prosperity  to  the  colony  which  I  think 
every  person  desires.  The  effect  of  this  Bill 
when  put  into  operation  will  be  to  paralyze  all 
these  industries,  to  cripple  every  attempt  at  enter- 
prise. Those  persons  who  have  been  labouring 
for  years  to  acquire  for  themf elves  a  position 
in  the  colony  as  manufacturers  will  be  most 
effectually  crushed  by  putting  this  Bill  into  opera- 
tion. Instead  of  contributing  to  the  wealth  of 
the  colony  it  will  produce  stagnation,  and  will 
drive  men  who  have  acquired  a  competence  to 
England,  where  they  will  invest  their  money,  and 
where  they  will  be  free  from  the  excessive  taxation 
which  is  likely  to  be  thrown  on  the  people  of  this 
colony.  The  provision  with  respect  to  personal 
property  means  all  property  whatever,  and  it  will 
be  found  to  be  the  weak  point  in  the  Bill.  In  the 
case  of  a  doctor  or  lawyer,  when  the  tax-gatherer 
goes  round  he  will  have  to  decide  how  much  his 
debts  are  worth.  It  is  well  known  that  many 
professional  debts  are  not  very  good.  Such  a 
provision,  if  carried  out,  will  prove  very  objection- 
able. The  general  rule  laid  down  by  all  political 
economists  is,  that  no  taxation  should  be  imposed 
which  liinders  the  development  of  the  natural  re- 
sources of  the  country.  The  question  is,  whether 
this  Bill  will  have  the  effect  of  fostering  and 
strengthening  tlio  national  wealth  of  the  country 
or  otherwise.  In  America — whether  in  the  Stato 
of  California  or  of  New  York  I  am  not  sure — 
the  pergonal  property  of  ministers  and  priests 
b  exempt  up  to  1,500  dollars.  Now,  it  is  well 
known  that,  with  a  few  exceptions  iu  the  large 
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centres  of  population,  the  incomes  of  clergy- 
men in  Now  Zealand  are  rerj  lirnited,  and  to  tax 
their  books  and  furniture  would  be  a  great  in- 
justice. I  wish  it  to  be  understood  that  I  am 
not  opposed  to  a  property-tax  in  a  moditied  form. 
The  land-tax  might  perhaps  hare  suited  the  pur- 
pose for  a  time  ;  but  still  1  think  that  a  propertj- 
tax,  if  judiciously  arranged,  and  if  the  taxntion  is 
not  excessive,  is  a  perfectly  fair  and  legitimate 
tax  to  impose.  But  the  question  is  whether, 
having  a  system  for  the  collection  of  revenue 
already  in  force  in  this  colony,  we  should,  with- 
out proper  consideration,  rush  into  another  sys- 
tem of  taxation  which  may  produce  a  considerable 
amount  of  disagreement  througljout  the  polouy. 
I  observe  that,  according  to  clause  21,  **  nil 
churches  and  other  places  used   exelusively  for 

Sublic  worship"  are  to  be  exempt  from  the  tux. 
ow,  Pome  churches  vchted  in  a  certain  body 
contain  personal  property  of  value,  and  this 
exemption  does  not  cover  the  latter.  It  docs  not 
appear  definitely,  by  clause  21,  whether  public 
libraries  and  literary  institutions  conic  within  the 
exemptions.  Then,  again,  is  it  proposed  to  tax  the 
property  and  funds  h<'ld  by  agricultural  pocietie-i? 
Surely  the  Q-overnment  do  not  propose  to  cripple 
the  operations  of  these  highly  useful  institutions 
in  such  a  way.  Leaving  theee  somewhat  minor 
points,  I  would  ask,  to  wliat  is  the  present  state  of 
the  country  attributable  ?  Is  it  attributable  to  the 
late  Government,  or  to  the  sybtem  of  government 
which  has  been  in  existence  for  the  lust  eight  or 
ten  years?  In  my  opinion,  it  is  owing  to  the 
latter  cause.  It  is  not  right  to  bay  that,  bo- 
causo  the  late  Government  left  office  when 
the  colony  was  in  a  bad  financial  state,  there- 
fore all  the  blame  is  attributable  to  them. 
Now,  this  tariff  is  unnecessarily  luavy  in  some 
respects,  as  is  proved  by  the  pclilion  from  the 
dealers  in  and  consumers  of  tol  a^co  in  Otajio, 
who  pray  that  the  duty  shall  not  be  incrensod 
more  than  6d.  per  pound.  One  grent  fiMiture  of 
nil  taxation  should  bo  to  make  it  gi-ndual,  and  I 
hope  the  Government  will  see  their  way  to  modify 
their  proposal.  Then  the  decision  to  place  a  fur- 
ther duty  of  2s.  a  gallon  on  spirits  ha-*  created 
great  opposition  in  the  South,  where  it  is  thought 
that  Is.  a  gallon  would  be  quite  sufllcient.  In 
the  matter  of  fruit,  surely  if  there  is  one  tliinj: 
more  than  another  that  should  be  eneourage.l,  it 
is  the  introduction  of  a  plentiful  supply  of  fresh 
fruit.  The  amount  of  revenue  that  will  be  raised 
from  the  increase  will  bo  very  small,  while  it  njay 
prevent  the  introduction  of  much-needed  supplies. 
As  to  the  tea  and  sugar  duty,  the  Government 
should  have  faced  tlmt  question  boldly  and 
openly.  The  duty  was  taken  off  to  benefit  work- 
ing-men, but  I  am  inclined  to  think  they  did  not 
get  the  benefit  inten^led.  I  am  sorry  the  (lovern- 
ment  have  not  faced  this  p^rti' ular  p -itit ;  but, 
as  I  have  already  said,  I  am  confident  that  tlie 
cour-^e  the  Goveniment  have  determined  upon  will 
land  the  country  in  difliculties.  I  fei  1  that  I  have 
protested  in  a  most  legitimate  and  constitutional 
manner  againdt  the  hurried  .ind  unfaii-  way  in 
which  the  Government  wish  to  take  this  division. 
The  question  agitating  the  country  is  one  of  vast 
importance,  and  I  regret  to  ?ee  that  it  is  not  receiv- 
Mr,  Steica.t 


ing  that  attention  from  some  honorable  members 
which  it  deserves.  I  should  have  been  shirking 
my  duty  had  I  not  made  this  effort  to  resist 
what  I  conceive  to  be  an  act  of  oppression  on  the 
part  of  a  majority  of  this  House.  I  hope  I  shall 
never  again  see  the  Ministry  of  the  day  refuse  to 
extend  to  the  Opposition,  in  the  special  circum- 
stance un  which  the  present  Opposition  is  placed, 
that  indulgence  and  fair-play  which  are  usually 
accorded  to  gentlemen  circumstanced  as  we  are. 
Although  the  Government  may  succeed  on  tliis 
division,  they  will  not  be  entitled  to  regard  the 
result  us  a  reliable  expretsion  of  the  opinion  of 
this  House.  On  the  contrary,  I  believe  it  will 
n'eoil  upon  themselves,  and  ojjerate  unfavourably 
upon  them.  I  do  not  pretend  to  be  a  financier 
in  the  sense  that  woidd  admit  of  my  giving  a 
history  of  this  colony  financially,  but  had  I  ex- 
pected that  llie  honorable  member  for  Wanganui 
(^Ir.  Bnllance)  would  not  be  present  to-night,  I 
should  have  prejiared  to  enter  more  fully  into  the 
stibject  before  rising  to  address  the  Uouse  upon 
it. 

Question  put,  "That  1  do  leave  the  chair  for 
th"  p\ir[)osc  of  the  irou«-e  goijig  into  Committee 
of  Supply  ;"  upon  which  a  divi^jion  wa«  called 
fo",  with  the  following  result:  — 

Ayes         17 

Noc^H         « 


Majority  for 


Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Captain  Colbeck, 
Mr.  Driver, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  H.  Hirst, 
Mr.  MeCaughan, 
^Ir.  Oliver, 
Mr.  Rolicston, 


Mnjor  Harris, 
Mr.  Lundon, 
Mr.  :Mos3, 
Mr.  Shephard. 

For. 
Mr.  Acton  Adams, 
Mr.  Bain, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  Brandon, 
Mr.  BrvCf, 
Mr.  Ditk, 
Mr.  Fulton, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  Hur.sthouse, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Kelly. 
Captaiu  Kenny, 
Mr.  Levin, 
Mr.  Mas  m, 
Mr.  Masters, 
Mr.  Moorhouse, 
^fr.  Murray, 


11 

Ates. 

Mr.  Seymour, 
Mr.  Stud  holme, 
Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Colonel  Trimble, 
Mr.  Wakefield. 

Tell^s. 
Mr.  VV.  J.  Hurst, 
Mr.  McLean. 


I 


Noes. 


1  Tellers. 

Mr.  George, 
\  Mr.  Stewart. 


Pairs. 


Against. 
Sir  G.  Grey, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
-Major  Te  Wheoro, 
Isir.  Brown, 
Mr.  Sheelian, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  Ireland, 
Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  Gisborne, 
Mr.  Barron, 
Mr.  J.  B.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Andrews, 
Mr.  Bunnv, 
Mr.  Reid, ' 
Mr.  Tole, 
Mr.  Hutchison, 
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Mr.  Ormond,  i  Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher, 

Mr.  Pitt,  I  Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Bichardflon,  Mr.  Speight, 

Mr.  Richmond.  Mr.  Finn, 

Captain  Russell,  Mr.  Ballance, 

Mr.  Saandera,  Mr.  Thomson, 

Mr.  Sterens,  Mr.  Hislop, 

Mr.  Tomoana,  Mr.  Tawhai, 

Mr.  Whitaker,  Mr.  RceTes, 

Mr.  Wlijte,  Mr.  McDonald, 

Major  Willis,  Dr.  Wallis, 

Mr.  Reader  Wood,  Mr.  Seddon, 

Mr.  Wright.  Mr.  TurnbuU. 

The  amendment  was  consequently  negatired. 

The  House  adjourned  at  half-past  three  o'clock 
a.m. 


LEaiSLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Tuesday,  2oth  November,  1879. 


First  Reading— Third  Reading— Wellington  Cemetery- 
Fencing— Qaalification  of  Electors  Bill — Protection 
of  Animala  Bill. 

The  Uou.  the  Spbajceb  took  the  choir  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 

Peaybrs. 

FIRST  READING. 
Registration  of  Electors  Bill. 

THIRD  READING. 
Fine  Arts  Copyright  Bill. 

WELLINGTON  CEMETERY. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  asked  the  Hon.  the 
Attorney-General,  Whether  the  Gorernment  haye 
taken,  or  intend  to  take,  any  steps  to  give  cSVct 
to  a  resolution  of  this  Council,  pasj-ed  in  the 
session  of  1876,  with  regard  to  the  Wellington 
Cemetery  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  said  he  was  in- 
formed  that  the  Government  had  taken  a  good 
deal  of  trouble  in  reference  to  this  matter,  and 
^attempts  had  been  made  to  obtain  a  site  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  Wellington ;  but  the  Government 
had  hitherto  failed  in  obtaining  a  suitable  sito. 
The  Corporation  had  been  invited  to  give  their 
advice,  and  to  point  out  any  site  which  they 
might  consider  suitable  j  but  no  site  had  yet  been 
pointed  out  by  the  Corporation  for  tbe  purpose. 
He  could  only  assure  the  lionorable  member  that 
the  same  exertion  should  be  made  in  future  by 
the  GoTornment  in  order  to  find  a  suitable  site 
for  the  purpose,  if  one  could  bo  obtained. 

FENCING. 
The  Hou.  Mr.  CHAMBERLIN,  in  moving 
the  motion  standing  iu  his  name,  said  that,  in 
bringing  this  motion  before  the  Council,  ho  must 
confefcs  that  he  had  no  idea  it  would  be  carried, 
because  he  had  reason  to  believe  that  he  would 
not  have  with  him  the  sympathy  of  the  majority 
of  the  Council.  Nevertneles?,  he  thought  it  was 
desirable  to  Tcntilate  the  subject,  and,  whether 
he  was  successful  or  not  with  his  motioBj  he  woxdd 


do  so.  He  had  been  somewhat  amused  by  the 
observations  made  by  several  honorable  members 
since  he  had  placed  his  motion  on  the  Order 
Paper.  It  appeared  to  liim  that  his  notice  of 
motion  had  created  quite  a  scare  amongst  honor- 
able members.  One  honorable  member  said  to 
him,  **  Dear  me !  is  it  really  your  intention  to  bring 
a  motion  of  this  kind  forward  ?  Surely  you  can- 
not intend  to  do  anything  of  the  kind?"  The 
latest  remark  made  to  him  was,  "  It  is  perfectly 
useless  your  bringing  forward  a  motion  of  this 
kind  :  it  will  not  pass.*'  Whether  it  passed,  or 
not  he  did  not  care  a  button.  The  honorable 
gentleman  who  made  the  last  remark  to  him  said 
he  would  only  be  waiting  the  time  of  the  Coun- 
cil. He  had  got  very  little  to  say  on  the  subject, 
and,  if  other  honorable  members  followed  h\&  ex- 
ample, there  would  be  very  little  time  waited. 
An  attempt  had  been  made  by  the  Council  lo  pass 
a  Fencing  Bill.  He  said  "attempt/*  bceausc  he 
felt  perfet'tlj  certain  that,  although  the  Bill  might 
pass  the  Council,  it  would  not  become  law  this 
session.  What  was  the  state  of  matters  with 
regard  to  fencing  some  years  ago?  The  colony 
was  divided  into  province:?,  eaeh  province  having 
its  own  fenuins?  laws,  lie  was  not  prepared  to  say 
that  any  fencing  laws  were  so  good,  so  desirable, 
or  so  necessary  as  they  might  have  been.  These 
provincial  laws  mi^jht  have  suited  admirably  well, 
but,  now  the  Provincial  Governments  were  done 
away  witli,  of  course  the  provincial  laws  were 
done  away  with  ;  und  it  was  now  attempted  to 
bring  in  a  general  Fencing  Act  for  the  whole 
colony,  which  lie  maintained  could  not  possibly 
be  suitable,  desirable,  or  just ;  because  laws  or 
regulations  that  might  be  suitable  fur  one  part  of 
the  colony  might  be  totally  unsuitable  for  other 
portions.  Therefore  he  maintained  that  there 
was  no  necessity  for  any  Fencing  Act  whatever, 
but  that  the  colony  fehould  depend  upon  the 
common  law  of  Knglnnd.  As  far  as  he  under- 
stood, under  the  proposed  Fencing  Act  one  could 
not  possibly  get  redress  for  trespass  j  but  under 
the  common  law  of  England,  where  a  perron's 
cuttle  trespHssed  on  other  person's  land,  the  owner 
of  the  cattle  paid  the  damage  for  mischief  done 
or  properly  destroyed.  Therefore  he  maintained 
that  the  colony  should  depend  entirely  upon  the 
common  law  of  England.  With  the  permission 
of  the  Council,  he  would  quote  the  opinions  of 
one  or  two  Engliali  lawyers.  Hunt,  on  Bound- 
aries and  Fencing,  said, — 

"According  to  Dyer,  if  a  man  seised  of  two 
hundred  acres  enfeoff  another  of  fifty  acres,  the 
feoffee  is  bound  to  enclose  them  and  keep  his 
cattle  witliin  the  fifty  acres,  and  so  is  the  lord  of 
I  he  residue.  There  can  bu  no  doubt,  however, 
that  neither  would  bo  bound  to  enclose  for  the 
benefit  of  the  other ;  it  is  certainly  the  duty  of 
every  owner  to  prevent  his  cattlo  from  trespassing 
on  the  land  of  his  neighbour,  but  no  one  can  be 
bound  to  maintain  a  fence  between  his  own  land 
and  the  land  adjoining." 

Then  Addison,  on  Torts,  said, — 

"  Every  man  is  bound  by  law  to  take  care  that 
his  beasts  do  not  tresspass  upon  the  land  of  his 
nci^^hbours.  He  may  prevent  their  doing  so, 
either  by  employing  servants  to  keep  them  within 
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the  limits  of  his  own  land,  or  bj  enclosing  his 
land  with  fences,  so  that  the  cattle  cannot  escape. 
The  making  of  a  fence,  therefore,  between  his 
own  land  and  that  of  his  neighbour,  does  not 
raise  any  inference  that  the  fence  was  intended 
for  the  benefit  of  his  neiglibour,  although  the 
fence  prevents  his  neighbour's  beasts  from  tres- 
passing us  well  his  own.  It  is  for  his  own  benefit, 
to  prevent  his  beasts  from  trespassing  upon  his 
neighbour's  property." 

Having  read  these  quotations,  he  thought  it 
could  not  be  doubted  that  the  common  law  of 
Ensland  was  all  that  was  necessary  or  desirable 
in  this  country.  He  begged  to  move,  That  tliis 
Council  is  of  opinion  that  all  fencing  laws  should 
be  abolished  in  New  Zealand. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  that  in  refer- 
ence to  this  motion  he  did  not  like  to  interrupt 
the  honorable  member ;  but  the  motion  could 
not  really  be  put  from  the  Chair.  The  Council 
had  already  decided  in  favour  of  the  principle  of 
a  fencing  law,  and,  if  in  the  same  session  tin's  or 
a  similar  question  could  be  again  put,  there  would 
be  no  end  to  discussion.  It  was  contrary  to  the 
well-known  parliamentary  rule  that  such  should 
be  done,  and,  unless  some  good  reason  were 
shown,  the  motion  would  not  again  appear  upon 
the  Order  Paper. 

The  hour  of  four  o'clock  having  arrived,  the 
Council  proceeded  to  the  Orders  of  the  day. 

QUALIFICATION  OF  ELECTORS  BILL. 

On  the  motion.  That  the  Hun.  the  Speaker  do 
leave  the  chair,  in  order  that  the  Council  might 
go  into  Committee  on  this  Bill, 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  said  he  wished  to 
ask  a  question  of  the  Attorney-General  aa  to  the 
meanii)g  of  the  1st  subsection  of  clause  2.  That 
provided  that  every  man  of  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years  should  have  a  vote.  In  the  Interpreta- 
tion Act  of  last  year  the  following  appeared : 
*•  Words  importing  the  singular  number  include 
the  plural  number,  and  woi-ds  importing  the 
plural  number  include  the  singular  number,  and 
words  importing  the  mascuUne  gender  include 
females."  Now,  under  that,  would  women  be 
given  the  power  to  vote  ?  He  thought  the  point 
might  be  considered  by  the  II  m.  ihe  Attorney- 
Gleneral,  because  they  did  not  want  to  make  a 
mistake  in  this  matter. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  replied  that  the 
honorable  member  would  eee  that  by  another  part 
of  the  same  clause  it  was  provided  that  such 
an  interpretation  as  was  suggested  would  not 
apply,  when  there  was  something  in  the  subject- 
matter  or  context  repugnant  to  such  an  interpre- 
tation. Therefore  it  would  appear  not  to  upply 
in  this  case. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  the  Council  went  into 
Committee  on  the  Bill. 

Clause  2,  subsection  (4). — Maori  qualification. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TAIAKOA  moved,  That  sub- 
section (4)  be  expunged. 

Question  put,  '*  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
omitted  stand  part  of  the  clause ;  '  upon  which 
a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  following  re- 
sult :— 

Mon,  Mr.  Chambtrlin 


Ayat 
Noes 

Majority  for 


26 

5 

21 


Atbs. 


Mr.  Acland, 
Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell, 
Colonel  Brett, 
Mr.  P.  A.  Buckley, 
Mr.  Chamberlin, 
Mr.  Edwards, 
Mr.  Gray, 
Mr.  Holmes, 
Mr.  G.  R.  Johnson, 
Mr.  Kohere, 
Mr.  Lahmann, 
Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  Menzies, 

Mr.  Dignan, 
Captain  Fraser, 
Mr.  Henderson, 


Mr.  Ngatata, 

Mr.  Nurse, 

Mr.  Paterson, 

Mr.  Peacock, 

Mr.  Pharazyn, 

Dr.  Pollen, 

Mr.  Reynolds, 

Major  Richmond,  C.B., 

Mr.  Scotland, 

Mr.  Waterhouse, 

Mr.  W  hitaker, 

Mr.  Wilson, 

Mr.  Wood. 


N0B8. 


Mr.  Pet^r. 
Mr.  Taiaroa. 


The  amendment  was  consequently  negatived. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON  moved  the  insertion 
of  the  following  new  subsection  in  claose  2: 
**  No  person  who  shall  have  been  more  than  once 
attainted  or  convicted  of  any  treason,  felony,  or 
infamous  ofi*ence,  as  herein b^ore  expressed,  any- 
thing to  the  contrary  notwithstanding  aliall  be 
entitled  to  be  registered." 

Question  put,  *'  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
inserted  be  there  inserted ;"  upon  which  a  divi- 
sion was  called  for,  with  the  following  result : — 
Ayes         ...         ...         ...         ...  5 

Noes         17 


.'.  fajority  against . . . 


12 


Ayes. 


Mr.  G.  Buckley, 
Captain  Fraser, 
Mr.  Nurse, 


Mr.  Wilson, 
Mr.  Wood. 


Nobs. 
Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell,  Mr.  Miller. 

Colonel  Brelt,  Mr.  Paterson, 

Mr.  Chamberlin,  Mr.  Peacock, 

Mr.  Dignan,  Mr.  Peter, 

Dr.  Grace,  Dr.  Pollen, 

Mr.  Holmes,  Mr.  Reynolds, 

Mr.  G.  R.  Johnson,         Mr.  Scotland, 
Mr.  Lahmann,  Mr.  Whit^iker. 

Mr.  Menzies, 

The  amendment  was  consequently  negatived. 

Bill  reported  with  amendments. 

PROTECTION  OF  ANIMALS  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN,  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  said  its  object  was  practically 
to  abolish  imprisonment  for  offences  under  "  The 
Protection  of  Animals  Act,  1873."  That  Act 
provided  that  a  person  killing  or  taking  game 
without  a  license  was  liable  to  a  penalty  not  ex- 
ceeding £20.  One  of  the  clauses  provided  that 
all  penalties  should  be  recorered  in  a  summary 
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way  tinder  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  Act : 
after  a  conviction  nvas  had,  the  proceedini;  would 
be  bj  the  issue  of  a  distress  warrant  against  the 
goods  of  the  person  af^ainst  whom  the  judgment 
was  obtained,  and,  if  there  were  no  goods,  a  war- 
rant could  be  issued  for  the  imprisonment  of  the 
offender.  He  understood  that  under  that  Act 
cases  of  verj  considerable  hardship  hod  arisen, 
and  that  men  had  been  subjected  to  long  terms 
of  imprisonment  for  breaking  its  provisions.  It 
should  be  said,  on  the  other  side,  that  if  this 
amending  Act  were  passed  the  offenders  against 
the  law  who  had  no  goods  or  property  whatever 
would  practically  have  an  immunity  from  any 
punishment  under  the  Act.  Whether  the  Council 
would  be  disposed  to  take  the  view  which  had 
been  taken  of  the  matter  in  another  place,  was 
more  than  he  could  say  at  present.  He  would 
content  himself  now  by  moving  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSB  had  a  slight 
amendment  to  move,  and  that  was,  Tliat  this  Bill 
be  read  a  second  time  this  day  six  months.  He 
did  so  for  this  reason :  that  this  Bill  introduced  a 
new  and  most  objectionable  provision  into  our 
legislation— tliat  provision  being  that,  because  a 
man  was  a  poor  man,  he  should  not  be  subject  to 
tho  penalties  of  his  transgressions.  This  Bill  in- 
troduced, with  a  vengeance,  one  law  for  the  rich 
and  one  for  the  poor.  If  a  man  was  rich,  he  was 
to  be  subjected  to  the  law  ;  if  he  was  poor,  he 
was  to  be  free  from  the  law.  Speaking  on  the 
general  principle,  altogether  irrespective  of  tliis 
particular  measure,  he  would  maintain  that  if  a 
man  violated  the  law  he  should  still  be  subject  to 
the  penalties  which  the  law  inflicted,  whether  he 
were  rich  or  poor.  It  was  quite  clear  that,  if  this 
Bill  were  passed,  the  Protection  of  Animals  Act 
would  be  a  dead-letter.  It  would  be  open  to  any 
person  to  break  through  the  law  as  he  pleased, 
provided  only  that  he  were  a  poor  man.  He  did 
not  think  the  Council  would  legalize  any  such 
proposition. 

The  Hon.  Captain  ERASER  intended  to  sup- 
port  the  Bill.  The  Protection  of  Animals  Act, 
even  if  tliis  Bill  were  passed,  would  go  quite  far 
enough.  Indeed,  a  feeling  was  arising  in  the 
colony  that  there  were  a  great  deal  too  many 
of  these  penal  Statutes.  The  greatest  curse  Eng- 
land ever  had  was  the  game-laws.  Qame-laws 
had  broken  up  many  a  family,  and  sent  to  the 
colonies  many  a  man  who  had  afterwards  become 
eminent.  As  a  step  in  the  direction  of  prevent- 
ing the  growth  of  game-laws  here,  he  should  sup- 
port the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  referred  to  the 
I6th  section  of  the  Protection  of  Animals  Act, 
and  said  there  was  not  a  word  in  that  section 
about  imprisonment  for  any  offence.  He  thought 
it  would  be  advisable  for  the  honorable  gentle- 
man in  charge  of  the  Bill  to  reconsider  the  draft- 
ing of  the  2nd  section,  because  it  did  not  eeem 
to  meet  the  case  it  was  proposed  to  meet. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WOOD  said  that  if  this  Bill 
passed  it  would  render  all  legislation  on  this  sub- 
ject entirely  useless.  He  htul  known  persons  to 
destroy  game  in  a  most  wholesale  manner.  He  had 
known  persons  possessed  of  considerable  means  to 


take  out  sacks  and  bring  them  back  filled  with 
young  ducks.  Besides  that,  the  acclimatization 
societies  had  expended  large  sums  of  money  in 
the  introduction  of  various  kinds  of  game,  and  it 
was  necessary  that  these  societies  should  be  pro- 
tected in  their  efforts  for  a  certain  time  at  least. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  thought  his  honor- 
able friend  Mr.  Waterhouse  had  di  awn  too  vivid 
a  picture  of  this  matter.     It  amounted  to  this: 
that  the  Bill  would  exempt  the  poor  man  from 
any  penalty,  while  the  rich  man  would  have  to 
pay.    That  was  not  exactly  the  case,  for  the  Act 
at  present  in  force  was  this:  that,  if  any  man  was 
convicted  for  an  offence  under  the  Act   and   a 
penalty  imposed,  his  goods  became  liable,  and,  if 
he  had  no  goods,  then  he  might  be  committed  to 
prison.     Thus  both  the  poor  and  the  rich  man 
were  in  the  same  position  so  far  as  the  goods 
were  concerned  ;  but,  if  it  was  found  that  there 
were  no  goods  to  distrain  upon,  if  the  warrant 
was  returned  *'  Hulla  bona,^*  then  the  perbon  con- 
victed might  bo  sent  to  prison.    The  rich  man, 
however,  would  not  have  to  go  to  prison  under 
any  circumstances,   and   therefore   the  law  was 
'  harder  upon  one  party  than  on  another.     It  was 
I  for  the  Council  to  consider  whether  it  was  a  suffi- 
,  cient  penalty  to  take  away  a  man's  goods,  without 
rendering  him  liable  to  be  sent  to  prison.     How- 
ever,  he   had  a  peculiar  interest   in   this   Bill, 
.  because  one  of  his  colleagues  had  sent  him  a 
I  clause   which    he  was    particularly   desirous  of 
I  having  inserted  in  the  Bill.     It  appeared   that 
!  in  many  parts  of  the  colony  there  were  certain 
I  kinds    of    protected  game,   such   as   hares  and 
'  pheasants,   which   were    becoming    troublesome, 
I  and  caused  great  loss  to  farmers  and  others,  and 
:  the  object  of  the  clause  ho  wished  to  insert  was 
I  that,  wherever  there  was  an  excess  of  any  parti- 
;  cular  kind  of  game,  then   the  G-overnor  might 
I  declare  that  game  of  that  kind  might  be  de- 
I  stroyed.     He  hoped  the  Bill  would  be  read  a 
I  second  time,  if  only  to  enable  Iiim  to  introduce 
I  this  clause. 

!  The  Hon.  Mr.  PEACOCK  said  he  should  vote 
I  for  the  amendment.  As  to  what  had  fallen  from 
the  Attorney -General,  he  thought,  under  the  Pro- 
tection of  Animals  Act,  the  Superintendents  had 
power  to  declare  districts  in  which  game  might  be 
killed.  No  doubt  that  power  was  now  possessed 
by  the  Governor.  He  would  support  the  amend- 
ment, because,  otherwise,  the  Protection  of  Ani- 
mals Act  might  as  well  bo  repealed  altogether. 
Some  people  seemed  to  think  that  a  poor  man  had 
a  perfect  right  to  break  the  law  whenever  he 
pleased ;  but  he  (Mr.  Peacock)  would  not  agree 
with  that,  and  he  altogether  dissented  from  the 
principle  of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILLIAMSON  also  felt  that 
he  must  support  the  amendment.  He  concurred 
in  the  opinion  that,  if  the  Bill  were  passed,  the 
Protection  of  Animals  Act  might  just  as  well  be 
done  away  with,  because,  as  a  rule,  people  who 
broke  the  provisions  of  that  Act  were  poor  men. 
Independently  of  that,  it  was  a  great  nuisance  to 
have  persons  travelling  over  one's  ground.  He 
also  thought  that  the  acclimatization  societies  had 
done  good  work,  and  they  were  entitled  to  some 
consideration  at  the  hands  of  Parliament. 
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The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  hoped  the  amend- 
ment wonld  be  carried  ;  otherwise  ht*  did  not  see 
the  uie  of  mftintaining  the  Protection  of  Animals 
Act  on  the  Statute  Book.  If  it  was  desired  not  to 
Impose  a  penalty  for  killing  game,  let  the  Act  be 
repealed  altogether.  In  the  Middle  Island  there 
were  a  great  number  of  rabbits,  and  rabbi ters 
were  omplojed  to  kill  them  on  Crown  lands. 
Many  of  those  men,  if  they  knew  that  no  penalty 
attached  to  them  for  killing  game,  or  if  they 
knew  that  they  would  not  be  sent  to  prison  when 
they  could  not  pay  the  penalty — and,  as  a  rule, 
none  of  them  would  have  a  penny  to  pay  any 
fine  that  might  be  imposed  upon  them — would 
at  once  take  to  killing  all  the  raier  kinds  of  game, 
not  so  much  for  the  sake  of  killing  them  as  for 
the  purpose  of  making  a  living. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MEXZIES  would  rather  accept 
the  amendment  than  take  the  Bill  as  it  stood; 
but  he  thought  the  best  way  would  be  to  lessen 
the  penalty.  The  Act  provided  that  any  person 
killing  game  without  a  license  should  be  liable  to 
a  penalty  not  exceeding  £20.  Of  course  it  rested 
with  the  magisitrate  to  say  what  penalty  should 
be  inflicted,  but  the  maximum  was  generally  some 
guide,  and,  if  that  were  reduced  from  £20  to  £10, 
the  Act  would  be  much  less  objectionable. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  should  sup- 
port the  amendment,  for  the  simple  reason  that 
there  was  a  clas:^  of  persons  growing  up  in  the 
country  who  preferred  the  excitement  of  "  poach- 
ing," as  it  was  called  in  England,  or  **  trespassing 
in  pursuit  of  game,"  as  it  was  called  here,  to  get- 
ting their  living  by  honest  work.  These  persons 
broke  into  private  property  nominally  to  search 
for  game,  but  really  to  steal  turkeys,  kill  pigs, 
etcetera,  and  they  travelled  about  in  such  num- 
bers and  force  as  to  be  irrebistible.  This  was  not 
the  sort  of  thing  tliat  the  country  should  even 
indirectly  encourage,  more  especially  as  the  magis- 
trates, not  in  obedience  to  public  opinion,  but  in 
fear  of  something  niistaken  for  public  opinion,  so 
carried  out  their  duties  that  it  was  difBcult  to  get 
thein  to  uphold  the  law  even  in  the  grossest  cases. 
The  closer  bettieuient  became,  the  worse  this 
kind  of  terrorism  would  become,  unless  magis- 
trates were  found  courageous  enough  to  carry 
out  their  duties  ;  but  he  hoped  that,  in  view 
of  the  common  inlerest,  property-holders  would 
have  the  courage  to  lay  informations,  which 
at  present  they  were  afraid  to  do.  Certainly 
the  law  should  not  be  perpetually  amended  in 
the  direction  of  giving  greater  facilities  to  the 
persons  who  followed  this  occupation  for  a  live- 
lihood. There  was  no  reason  whatever  in  many 
cases  why  imprisonment,  as  an  alternative  to  a 
fine,  shomd  not  obtain  ;  and,  while  he  was  willing 
to  give  any  kind  of  relief  to  persons  who  com- 
plained of  the  protection  of  game-animals  which 
might  be  injurious  to  bond  fide  settlement,  he 
did  not  think  the  law  ouglit  to  bo  amended  in 
the  direction  proposed.  Ue  knew  a  neighbour  of 
his  who  had  annually,  at  a  critical  time  of  the 
Tear,  to  put  up  with  great  inconvenience  and 
loss.  At  the  time  referred  to,  every  Sunday, 
regularly,  a  band  of  these  rowdies,  sometimes  as 
many  as  fourteen  of  them,  went  on  to  the  land 
with  guns  and  dogs,  frightening  sheep,  and  leav- 
Eon.  Mr.  Williamson 


ing  all  gates  open,  so  that  the  sheep  got  out  o£ 
the  ipecially-constructed  paddocks  in  which  they 
were  placed,  and  became  mixed.  Damage  was 
thus  done  to  an  extent  which  ooald  hanllj  be 
estimated.  This  had  been  going  on  for  years, 
and  yet  this  gentleman  hod  not  the  courage  to 
lay  an  information.  When  remonstrated  with  by 
his  friends,  he  gave  as  one  of  his  reasons  that  it 
was  no  use  bringing  the  men  before  a  mamstrot^, 
as  they  would  be  treated  very  leniently.  He 
(Colonel  Whitmore)  hoped  the  law  would  not  be 
relaxed  any  further,  so  as  to  encourage  this  sort 
of  thing. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  hoped  the  Council 
would  accept  the  suggestion  of  the  Attomey-G^ene• 
ral  and  allow  the  Bill  to  be  read  a  second  time,  in 
order  to  allow  the  clause  of  which  he  bad  spokra 
to  be  introduced  in  exchange  for  the  present  2nd 
clause  in  the  Bill.  The  object  of  the  new  clause 
was  to  amend  clause  10  of  "The  Protection  of 
Animals  Act,  1873,"  which  provided  that  the 
season  during  which  game  might  be  taken  should 
not  in  any  case  extend  over  a  longer  period  than 
three  months.  There  was  a  necessity  to  extend 
that  term.  It  was  said  that  in  many  districts 
hares  had  become  so  numerous  as  to  be  a  nuisance. 
In  fact,  they  were  as  destructive  as  rabbits.  The 
object  of  the  proposed  clause,  then,  was  to  enable 
the  Governor  to  make  special  provision  to  meet 
these  cases ;  and  such  a  power  was  absolutely 
necessary.  He  hoped  that,  in  that  view  of  the 
matter,  the  Council  would  agree  to  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill,  and  allow  it  to  go  into  Com- 
mittee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ROBINSON  hoped  the  Counofl 
would  not  read  the  Bill  a  second  time,  for  the 
reason  given  by  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen.  If  hares 
had  become  a  nuisance,  they  should  be  withdrawn 
from  the  protection  afforded  by  the  Act  of  1878. 
The  Government  had  power  to  do  that  already. 
If  the  suggested  clause  were  passed,  and  the  time 
extended  for  killing  hares,  people  would  take  the 
opportunity  of  extending  the  time  also  for  killing 
the  rarer  game. 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be 
read  a  second  lime  that  day  six  months. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  five  minutes  to  ten 
o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE  OF  KEPKESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday^  2hth  November,  1679. 

Third  Beading  —  Public  Works   North   of  AncUani  — 
Coasting  Trade— Supply. 

Mr.  Spbakeb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 
Fbatebs. 

THIRD  READING. 
Te  Aro  Reclamation  Bill. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  NORTH  OF  AUCK- 

LAND. 
On   the  motion  for  going  into  Committee  of 
Supply, 
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Mr.  LUNDON  mored,  That  this  House  will, 
on  Wednesday  next,  resolTe  itself  into  a  Coni- 
znittee  of  the  Whole  to  consider  of  an  Address  to 
His  Excellenoj  the  Qoremor,  requestint;  him  to 
recommend  for  appropriation  by  this  House  (he 
sum  of  £oO,000  for  expenditure  on  public  works 
north  of  Auckland — such  sum  to  be  apportioned 
amongst  the  several  counties  in  the  dir>trict  as 
follows:  Mongonui  County,  £10,000;  Hokianga 
County,  £10,000  j  Bay  of  Islands  County,  £6,000  j 
Hobson  County,  £6,000  ;  Whongarei  County, 
£6,000;  Bodney  County,  £6,000;  Waitemata 
County,  £6,000 :  the  expenditure  thereof  to  be 
intrusted  to  the  several  County  Councils,  subject 
to  the  approval  of  the  Minister  for  Public  Works 
being  given  to  every  proposed  work  as  being  one 
of  public  utility.  In  support  of  this  resolution, 
he  would  go  back  to  the  first  vote  that  was  taken 
in  the  Provincial  Council  of  Auckland  in  1862. 
In  that  session  a  sum  of  £500,000  was  voted  for 
public  works,  but  all  that  money  was  spent  in 
carrying  out  improvements  about  the  City  of 
Auckland,  and  on  the  Auckland  and  Drury  Rail- 
way, and  the  Onehunea  Wharf.  Not  one  sixpence 
of  that  £500,000  had  been  spent  north  of  Auck- 
land. The  next  vote  in  the  House  for  roads  and 
works  in  the  North  Island  was  taken  in  1870. 
A  sum  of  £400,000  was  then  voted.  The  expen- 
diture of  that  sum  was  entirely  in  the  hands  of 
the  late  Native  and  Defence  Minister,  Sir  Donald 
McLean :  £100,000  was  spent  each  year  for  four 
years.  In  the  same  session  a  sum  of  £400,000 
was  voted  for  the  Middle  Island.  That  amount 
was  apportioned  off  to  the  various  districts  in 
the  Middle  Island,  and  they  had  the  expenditure 
of  the  money.  In  the  session  of  1871  he  saw 
a  return  submitted  to  the  House  showing  that 
a  sum  of  £98,000  had  been  spent  south  of  Auck- 
land, and  not  one  shilling  north  of  Auckland. 
He  afterwards  had  a  conversation  with  the 
then  member  for  Rodney  (Mr.  Farnall),  and 
got  him  to  move  a  resolution  that  £100,000  of 
the  £400,000  should  be  spent  north  of  Auck- 
land. The  GK>vemment  opposed  that  motion, 
the  Defence  Minister  stating  that  the  vote  was 
for  carrying  out  roads  and  works  in  the  disturbed 
districts,  and  that  the  Maoris  were  at  peace  in  the 
North  of  Auckland.  The  Middle  Island  people 
were  very  generous,  and  gave  £100,000  of  the 
money  voted  to  be  spent  in  the  North  of  Auck- 
land. He  would  state  how  that  money  had  been 
spent.  Forty  thousand  pounds  was  given  for  the 
oonstruotion  of  a  railway  from  Riverhead  to 
Helensville,  and  £25,000  tor  the  construction  of 
the  Mangere  Bridge,  south  of  Auckland ;  so  that 
not  more  than  £45,000  was  available  for  the  north. 
From  that  time  he  had  heard  of  no  vote  for  public 
works  north  of  Auckland.  There  was  a  vote  on 
the  estimates  for  a  railway  to  the  Kawakawa 
in  1871,  but  the  money  had  not  yet  been  appro- 
priated. The  company  was  liable  for  that.  The 
General  Government  were  not  liable  to  carry 
on  those  works.  This  was  a  private  company, 
and  was  to  pay  a  percentage  for  the  use  of  the 
money ;  so  that  he  did  not  look  upon  this  as  a 
work  in  connection  with  the  Public  Works  De- 
partment, or  as  a  public  work  north  of  Auckland. 
The  £40,000  voted  for  works  north  of  Auckland 
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was  expended  in  the  making  of  roads  in  the  dis- 
tricts represented  by  members  who  had  the  most 
influence.  For  instance,  the  honorable  member  for 
Auckland  City  West  (Mr.  Hurst),  who  was  a 
member  of  the  Provincial  Government,  got  the 
then  Public  Works  Minister  (Mr.  Ormond)  to 
have  a  road  made  from  Shoal  Bay  to  the  Lake, 
where  he  lived.  A  sum  of  £5,000  was  intrusted  by 
the  late  Sir  Donald  McLean  to  the  Native  Minis- 
ter, Wiremu  Eatene,  for  expenditure  in  the  Maori 
di<>tricts ;  and  he  had  heard  that  that  money  had 
been  very  well  spent.  He  had  no  doubt  it  was ; 
but  it  would  be  very  hard  for  any  one  in  the 
North  to  say  where  it  was  spent.  He  had  gone 
over  the  country  and  had  not  seen  the  slightest 
sign  of  the  expenditure  of  any  of  that  iE^,000. 
There  had  been  a  ^reat  deal  of  money  voted  by 
the  House  for  pubhc  works  during  the  last  ten 
years.  The  total  indebtedness  of  the  country 
was  some  twentv-tliree  millions,  and  out  of  that 
the  larger  portion  of  the  inhabitants  of  Auck- 
land had  got  nothing  except  the  £40,000  to 
which  he  had  referrM,  and  which  had  been 
misapplied  and  not  spent  on  any  useful  work 
in  the  district  for  which  it  was  voted.  With 
regard  to  the  Waikato,  the  Government  had  no 
land  of  their  own  in  that  district ;  but,  when  it 
was  in  distressed  circumstances,  the  then  Super- 
intendent of  the  province,  Mr.  Whilaker,  came 
down  to  Wellington  and  obtained  £100,000  from 
the  then  Premier,  Mr.  Stafford,  which  was  to 
be  arranged  for  when  Parliament  met.  When 
the  House  assembled  it  confirmed  the  arrange- 
ment. Every  district  had  got  something  but  the 
one  whose  claims  he  was  now  advocating.  A 
large  military  expenditure  was  going  on  in  the 
Waikato  when  the  troops  were  there,  and  a  con- 
siderable length  of  maoulamized  road  waa  made 
by  the  troops,  while  in  the  North  of  Auckland 
there  had  not  been  ten  miles  of  macadamized 
road  constructed.  Then,  the  Provincial  Council 
spent  every  farthing  it  could  spare  in  the 
Thames  District,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  a 
young  child  and  wanted  plenty  of  nourishment. 
The  child  had  grown  old,  but  it  was  not  very 
strong.  The  Native  Minister,  in  his  Statement 
the  other  night,  showed  that  £12,000  had  been 
spent  at  the  Thames  out  of  a  vote  of  thepre- 
vious  Parliament  for  Native  purposes.  Tnere 
was  not  a  member  of  the  House  who  was  more 
astonished  at  that  statement  than  he  (Mr. 
Lundon)  was.  He  was  surprised  that  a  Native 
Minister  could  act  so  partially  in  regard  to  such 
a  large  sum  of  money  as  to  spend  it  in  one  dis- 
trict, when  he  knew  there  were  others  more  de- 
serving and  more  in  need  of  the  expenditure. 
The  resolution  which  he  was  proposing  no  doubt 
looked  a  very  large  one,  asking,  as  it  did,  for  a 
sum  of  £50,000 ;  but  the  House  must  recollect 
that  in  the  part  of  the  country  for  which  he 
asked  this  expenditure  there  was  a  population  of 
20,000  persons  who  had  been  there  for  twenty 
years.  There  were  seven  large  counties  north  of 
Auckland.  The  north  of  the  province  was  two 
hundred  miles  distant  from  the  City  of  Auckland, 
and  consequently  those  who  lived  in  the  south 
were  not  very  much  interested  in  it ;  and  it  was 
left  to  those  who  lived  in  the  district  to  brin^ 
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forward  its  claims.  Although  the  sum  asked  for 
appeared  large,  it  was,  compared  with  the  size  of 
the  country  concerned,  reallj  vcrj  email.  The 
district  of  which  he  had  most  knowledge  was 
Hokianga,  and  he  said,  without  fear  of  contradic- 
tion, that  neither  the  Provincial  Council  nor  the 
House  had  ever  Toted  one  shilling  for  tliat  dis- 
trict. It  was  quite  true  that  the  late  Minister 
for  Public  Works  had  spent  £1,000  there,  but 
that  was  the  only  public  money  that  had  ever 
been  expended  in  the  county.  He  did  not 
wonder  at  the  financial  position  into  which  they 
had  got  when  all  the  money  was  laTished  on  the 
centres  of  population — Wellington,  Christ^hurch, 
Auckland,  and  Dunedin, — while  the  out-districts 
got  nothing  at  all.  He  did  not  belicTe  that  a 
single  petition  had  been  presented  from  the  North 
of  Auckland  this  session,  or,  in  fact,  during  any 
session.  Other  districts  had  Mayors  and  Chair- 
men of  County  Councils  lobbying  at  the  front 
doors  and  the  back  doors,  wanting  assistance; 
but  the  district  whoso  claims  he  was  urging  had 
never,  to  his  knowledge,  applied  to  the  House  for 
any  aid  whatever.  The  people  there  came  out 
from  England,  and  were  called  in  Auckland  the 
Forty- Acre  immigrants.  They  were  put  on  their 
allotments,  and,  although  the  laud  was  bad,  they 
stuck  to  it,  and  they  had  been  no  trouble  to  the 
House  that  he  was  aware  of.  Then,  as  to  the 
Natives.  There  was  a  large  Native  population  in 
the  North  of  Auckland.  He  was  glad  when  he 
heard  the  late  Premier,  Sir  Q-eorge  Grey,  state 
that  in  1845  there  were  as  many  as  two  thou- 
land  of  these  Natives  in  the  field  fighting  for  the 
Queen,  as  the  fact  furnished  another  reason  why, 
if  any  people  should  get  aid  from  the  Parliament, 
these  people  in  the  North  should.  There  were 
large  and  influential  tribes  in  the  North  who  had 
never  yet  transgressed  the  law,  never  ««ent  peti- 
tions to  the  House,  and  never  had  a  shilling  spent 
in  their  district  with  the  exception  of  £150  the 
late  Native  Minister  gave  them  last  session,  on 
condition  that  the  County  Council  would  give 
them  another  £150  to  make  a  road.  There  was 
a  petition  presented  this  session  by  descendants 
of  Tamati  Waka,  asking  for  £4,000  to  make  a 
road  from  Okaihau,  at  the  Bay  of  Islands,  to  the 
head  of  the  Hokianga  Kiver.  It  seemed  that 
at  the  present  time  the  onlv  means  of  communi- 
oation  oetween  the  two  places  was  a  rat  road 
made  by  their  great-grandfathers  a  hundred 
years  ago,  and  that  there  had  never  been 
a  shilling  of  public  money  spent  there.  He 
had  heard  the  late  Native  Minister  promise  to 
have  this  road  made,  but  he  had  heard  so  many 
of  that  honorable  gentleman's  promises  that  he 
put  very  little  fuitli  in  this  promise,  and  was 
agreeably  surprised  when  he  found,  from  the 
evidence  taken  bei'oro  the  Committee,  that  the 
late  6k)vemment  had  really  intended  to  com- 
mence the  work,  but  that  the  Public  Works  officer 
reported  that  there  was  no  officer  of  the  depart- 
ment in  the  district,  and  that  therefore  they 
knew  nothing  of  the  matter.  He  knew  that  the 
Premier  and  the  Minister  for  Public  Works 
would  get  up  and  say  they  would  very  gladly 
agree  to  this  resolution,  but  there  was  no  money. 
Now,  he  was  wilUng  to  help  the  Q-overnment  in 
Mr,  LundoH 


every  way  he  could  to  reduce  the  estimates,  so  as 
to  get  some  money  for  this  vote.  In  the  County 
of  Hokianga  the  Government  owned  366,000 
acres  of  land,  and,  if  the  £50,000  which  he  asked 
for  were  to  be  spent  in  that  district,  it  would 
considerably  enhance  the  value  of  Crown  pro- 
perty. The  expenditure  of  Is.  an  acre  on  the 
366,000  acres  would  have  the  effect  of  increasing 
the  value  of  the  land  in  the  public  markft,  be- 
cause the  reason  that  land  could  not  be  sold 
there  was,  that  the  people  could  not  ^et  at  it. 
There  were  in  the  County  of  Mongonui  210,000 
acres,  and  in  the  County  of  Bay  of  Inlands 
110.000  acres,  and  altogether  the  Government 
held  in  those  three  counties  736,000  acres.  When 
Mr.  Speaker  was  Minister  of  Immigration,  he 
said  he  had  instructed  Captain  Heale  to  visit 
the  district,  and  report  upon  it ;  and  that  gentle- 
man had  stated  that  he  had  never  seen  a  better 
district  in  New  Zealand,  or  one  that  was  more 
neglected.  The  then  Minister  of  Immigration 
(Mr.  Speaker)  seven  years  ago  gave  orders  for  the 
construction  of  a  road  to  be  made  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Awanui  Biver ;  but  from  that  day  to 
this  nothing  had  been  done  except  that  a  sur- 
veyor had  been  sent  there,  and  a  survey  made. 
The  present  Native  Minister  vras  in  the  district 
the  other  day,  and  he  said  it  was  a  very  fine 
district ;  that  thei-e  were  100,000  acres  of  land 
there  which  anywhere  else  would  be  worth  £6  an 
acre,  an<l  that  he  would  help  any  one  in  the  House 
to  get  something  done.  He  (Mr.  Lundon)  then 
hud  no  notion  that  he  would  be  in  the  House 
hiinpclf.  The  County  Council  of  Hokianga,  of 
which  he  whs  n  member,  recently  had  occasion  to 
send  a  deputation  of  two  members  to  an  adj'»ining 
county,  and,  although  the  distance  was  only  forty 
miles,  the  journey  there  and  back  co:it  them  £22. 
There  was  a  great  deal  of  traffic  from  Whangaroa 
to  Kaipara,  and,  although  the  Bay  of  Islands  was 
only  forty  miles  from  the  head  of  the  Wairoa 
River,  persons  wishing  to  go  to  Eaipara  had  to 
take  a  steamer  to  Auckland,  and  go  from  there  to 
Rivcrhead  by  railway,  and  along  to  Helensville, 
and  from  there  to  Kaipara—thus  having  to  travel 
altogether  a  distance  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
miles.  This  was  all  because  there  was  no  com- 
munication across  from  Hokianga  to  the  head  of 
the  Wairoa  River,  or  from  the  Bay  of  Islands  to 
the  head  of  the  Wairoa.  He  showed  this  resolu- 
tion to  the  honorable  member  for  Waitemata, 
who  asked  him  where  the  County  of  Hobson  was. 
Just  fancy  a  man  coming  from  Auckland — a  man 
representing  a  North  of  Auckland  constituency — 
not  knowing  where  the  County  of  Hobson  was. 
It  was  quite  true — the  honorable  gentleman  did 
not  know  ;  and  he  did  not  suppose  there  were 
half  a  dozen  members  of  the  House  who  did.  In 
advocating  this  motion  he  had  spoken  chiefly  on 
behalf  of  the  Counties  of  Mongonui,  Hokianga, 
and  Bay  of  Islands,  all  of  which  he  represented 
in  the  Hou?e.  The  honorable  member  for  l^fan- 
den  he  believed  would  second  the  resolution,  and 
he  could  speak  for  the  district  from  which  he 
came.  The  honorable  member  for  Rodney  and 
the  honorable  member  for  Wailemr»ta  were  iu 
their  places,  and  he  now  asked  those  three  honor- 
able gentlemeu  to  say  what  they  could  for  tbo 
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County  of  Hobson,  because  that  county  was  not 
represented  in  the  House. 

Captain  COLBKCK  had  as  loynl  a  dcnire  to 
serve  his  district  as  the  honorable  gentleman  who 
had  just  sat  down,  but,  although  he  seconded  the 
resolution,  he  was  bound  to  acknowledge  that  this 
was  an  inconTeuient  way  of  ptoceeding  iu  order  to 
obtain  that  which  they  claimed  for  the  district. 
To  proTO  to  the  House  that  lie  was  thoroughly 
in  earnest  in  seeking  for  his  district  that  to 
which  it  was  entitled,  he  might  say  that  he  had 
been  charged,  not  only  in  the  House,  but  outride, 
with  having  sold  himself  for  what  liad  been  called 
'*pelf."  The  result  of  the  operations  of  the 
Government  during  the  session  would  prove 
whether  or  not  atiy  of  the  other  Auckland  mem- 
bers or  himself  had  sold  themselves  to  the  Go- 
▼ernment  for  public  works.  lie  claimed  that  his 
district  had  been  shamefully  used  in  the  past,  and 
declared  that  it  was  his  intention  to  demand, 
from  whatever  G-oTernment  might  be  in  power, 
justice  towards  ^orth  Auckland.  But  he  would 
proceed  in  a  manner  that  would  be  right  and  fair 
to  the  Government  in  power,  and  not  in  a  way 
that  might  inconvenience  them.  He  would  take 
advantage  of  this  opportunity  to  say  that  the 
charges  of  those  honorable  gentlemen  who  had 
lost  the  votes  of  the  four  Auckland  members 
would  recoil  upon  their  own  heads,  and  before 
long.  It  would  be  proved  to  the  sHtisfaction  of 
the  House  that  the  gentlemen  who  left  the  Auck- 
land party  were  men  who  were  nfitlier  bought  by 
promises  from  the  Government  nor  actuated  by 
any  desire  to  obtain  for  their  district  that  which 
was  not  right.  Neither  the  party  of  four  nor  the 
Gt)vernment  acted  in  a  way  the  House  would 
not  approve  of;  and,  with  regard  to  the  precious 
document  which  uas  said  to  be  held  by  the  four 
Auckland  members,  and  which  was  to  prove  that 
they  sold  themselve<*,  and  that  the  Government 
bought  then),  the  Public  Works  Statement,  which 
would  soon  be  made,  would  refute  this  statement. 

Mr.  GEORGE  thought  the  honorable  member 
for  Marsden  had  seconded  the  motion  in  a  man- 
ner which  seemed  to  be  nothing  more  than  an 
attempt  to  throw  cold  water  on  it.  The  whole  of 
the  honorable  gentleman's  speech  seemed  to  be 
merely  an  excuse  for  having  gone  over  to  the 
Government  party.  He  began  by  saying  that 
this  was  a  very  inconvenient  method  of  obtaining 
redress.  Now,  he  (Mr.  George)  thought  it  vfua  a 
constitutional  and  proper  method.  When  a  mem- 
ber had  a  grievance,  the  proper  time  to  bring  it 
before  the  House  was  on  the  nujtion  for  going  into 
Committee  of  Supply.  Speaking  to  the  motion 
itself,  he  mu«t  say  lie  thought  the  time  had  ar- 
rived when  justice  should  bo  done  to  the  North 
of  Auckland — that  portion,  he  meant,  which  was 
north  of  the  Wuitemata.  Even  in  the  time  of 
the  Provincial  Government,  the  North  of  Auck- 
land never  received  justice:  in  fact,  up  to  the 
present  time  the  expenditure  of  public  money  in 
that  portion  of  the  colony  had  been  a  mere  trifle. 
As  the  House  was  aware,  a  vote  of  £60,0j0  was 
taken  for  works  in  that  district  a  few  years  ago, 
and  at  the  time  when  liio  honorable  member  ior 
Onehunga  was  a  member  of  the  Government. 
Som^  £15,000  to  £18,000  of  that  Tote  was  taken 


to  construct  a  work  which  just  came  within  what 
was  designated  as  the  North  of  Auckland — he 
meant  the  Mangero  Bridge,  this  bridge  being 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mde  north  of  the  latitude 
of  Auckland :  at  least  lie  was  informed  by  a  lata 
Minister  for  Public  Works  that  this  was  why  a 
portion  of  that  vote  was  so  expended.  He  did 
not  think  they  would  bo  able  at  the  present  time 
to  get  this  money  out  of  revenue ;  but,  if  the 
Government  would  give  an  assurance  that  when 
the  five- million  loan  was  raised  they  would  set 
aside  this  sum  for  roads  north  of  Auckland,  he, 
and  also  he  thought  the  honorable  member  for 
the  Bay  of  Islands,  would  be  satisfied. 

Mr.  OLIVER  said  he  had  listened  with  great 
interest  to  the  speech  in  which  the  honorable 
member  for  the  i3ay  of  Inlands  recounted  the 
injuries  his  district  had  received  from  the  late 
Provincial  Government.  He  had  no  doubt  the 
district  had  been  shamefully  neglected ;  but  the 
introduction  of  a  motion  of  this  coaracter  was  not 
the  way  to  obtain  redress.  The  only  result  of 
carrying  it  would  be  to  initiate  a  scramble  among 
members  representing  every  part  of  the  colony 
where  the  expenditure  of  public  money  wa§  re- 
quired. Some  time  ago  a  system  of  local  govern- 
ment was  created  by  the  House,  in  order  to  under- 
take the  conduct  of  local  affairs  and  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  money  received  iu  the  shape  of  rates 
and  subsidies  in  those  districts.  When  that  sys- 
tem was  inaugurated  it  was  supposed  that  the  . 
scrambling  which  had  been  witnessed  in  the 
House  would  in  some  measure  cease,  and  he  wae 
bound  to  say  that  lately  there  had  not  been  so 
much  of  it  as  formerly.  The  local  GoTemment, 
however,  admittedly  were  not  perfect,  and  no 
doubt  steps  would  have  to  be  taken  to  make 
them  more  perfect — steps  which  would  permit 
them  to  share,  after  a  well-devised  plan,  a  certain 
portion  of  the  public  revenue.  That  plan  had 
not  yet  been  matured;  and  he  thought  the 
honorable  member  would  do  well  to  withdraw 
the  motion  for  the  present,  resting  assured 
that,  in  the  distribution  of  the  funds  at  their 
disposal,  the  GoTernment  would  exercise  the 
utmost  care,  not  only  to  do  justice  to  his  district, 
but  to  all  other  districts  in  the  colony.  Honor- 
able members  had  been  made  aware  of  the  small- 
neas  of  the  resources  of  the  Government,  and  it 
would  require  the  utmost  care,  industry,  and 
judgment  to  divide  these  funds  in  such  a  way  as 
to  meet  the  fair  claims  of  each  district.  It  was 
not  to  be  supposed  that  this  or  any  other  GoTom- 
ment  would  succeed  in  satisfying  every  demand, 
but  tlie  honorable  gentleman  might  rest  satisfied 
that  his  district  would  not  be  neglected.  The 
honorable  member  for  Marsden  was  quite  justified 
iu  clearing  away  the  misrepresentations  which 
had  been  made  with  regard  to  himself  and  other 
honorable  members.  The  exact  nature  of  the 
transaction  to  which  ho  alluded  was  as  well 
known  to  every  member  of  the  House  as  to  the 
honorable  gentleman  himself,  and  any  attempt  to 
misrepresent  it  any  longer  must  bring  discredit 
upon  those  who  made  that  attempt.  With  re- 
ganl  to  the  honorable  member  for  Kodney,it  was 
unfortunate,  perhaps,  that  he  always  represented 
ditftvicts  which  were  unfairly  treated.    4Jast  year 
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thoy  constantlj  heard  that  a  dutrict  on  the  west 
coast  of  the  Middle  Island  had  been  Tery  unfairly 
treated,  and  this  year  they  had  exactly' the  same 
talc  with  regard  to  the  district  he  now  repre- 
sented ;  but  every  member  of  the  House  could  a 
similar  tale  irnfold.  He  hoped  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands  would  accept 
the  assurance  he  had  giveni  and  withdraw  the 
motion. 

Mr.  LUNDON  said  he  would  not  withdraw 
the  motion. 

Mr.  TAWHAI  said  that  the  Mongonui  Dis- 
trict bad  returned  a  member  to  that  House  for 
many  years,  but  ho  had  nerer  seen  any  money 
spent  in  the  district.  When  Wi  Eatene  was  the 
member  for  the  district,  certain  moneys  were 
given  to  him  to  be  spent  there ;  but,  instead  of 
spending  it  there,  he  was  persuaded  by  people 
in  Auckland  to  spend  it  in  other  places  close  to 
Auckland.  Even  since  his  time  several  years  had 
elapsed,  and  still  he  had  seen  no  money  spent  in 
making  the  roads  in  the  district  that  were  re- 
quired. The  money  of  the  colony  was  not  dis- 
tributed fairly  over  those  districts,  notwith- 
standing that  the  G-oyernment  drew  revenue 
from  them.  There  were  several  Customhouse 
offices  established  in  the  northern  district,  where 
a  considerable  amount  was  collected  in  the  shape 
of  duties.  The  Maoris  were  very  lavish  in  buying 
tobacco  and  other  things ;  and  the  duties  col- 
lected on  those  goods  ought  to  be  distributed 
over  the  place.  There  was  no  Customhouse  in 
the  Waikato  District,  and  no  duties  were  col- 
lected there  ;  nevertheless  the  roads  there  were 
metalled,  their  railways  were  opened  up,  and 
general  improvements  were  carried  on  :  while  the 
northern  districts  were  totally  neglected.  The 
best  thing  far  the  Government  to  do  was  to 
consent  at  once  to  distribute  a  fair  share  of  the 
money  over  the  districts  that  he  was  speaking  of, 
and  not  merely  to  say  that  they  would  give  it 
due  consideration.  For  several  years  the  country 
had  been  borrowing  money  from  England,  and  he 
thought  that  money  was  to  be  expended  over  the 
whole  Island,  and  the  whole  Island  was  to  pay 
for  it.  But  it  had  only  been  expended  in  a  part 
of  the  Ishind,  and  not  in  the  North  at  all ;  but 
he  supposed  the  North  would  have  to  help  to  pay 
for  it.  The  Government  should  at  once  agree  to 
distribute  a  fair  share  of  the  public  money  over 
the  northern  districts,  so  that  it  would  be  right 
to  say  that  the  whole  colony  participated  in  the 
borrowed  money.  If  some  of  the  Auckland  mem- 
bers were  to  visit  that  part  of  the  country,  and 
trust  to  the  roads  there,  they  woiild  disappear  in 
the  mud  and  mire.  The  roads  that  the  people 
had  theFe  were  simply  the  roads  that  were  left  to 
them  by  their  ancestors.  The  only  lands  there 
on  which  borrowed  money  had  be?n  expended 
were  the  lands  purchased  by  the  Gt)vernuient. 
Although  no  wonderful  improvements  had  been 
made  on  those  lands,  still  the  money  hod  been 
spent  there.  He  thought  the  Government  should 
see  that  the  public  money  was  spent  in  a  proper 
manner.  He  would  support  the  motion  of  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands,  that  a 
respectful  address  should  be  sent  to  the  Governor, 
Mlong  that  so  many  thousands  of  pounds  should 
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be  granted  for  the  purpose  of  general  improve- 
ments in  the  northern  district. 

Mr.  SHRIMSEI  had  been  struck  by  the  state- 
ment of  the  honorable  member  for  Marsden,  that 
he  had  endeavoured,  since  becoming  a  member 
of  the  House,  to  do  his  duty  proper^.  Nobody 
could  deny  that  who  had  heard  the  honorable 
gentleman  say  that  he  would  support  any  Go- 
vernment that  would  make  a  railway  to  his  door, 
llie  honorable  member  said  that  to  put  a  motion 
on  the  Order  Paper  asking  that  money  should  be 
devoted  to  carrying  on  works  in  a  district  was 
not  the  proper  course  to  take ;  but,  if  that  was 
not  the  proper  way,  he  (Mr.  Shrimski)  would  like 
to  know  what  was.  All  honorable  members  were 
sent  to  that  House  to  obtain  justice  for  their  dis- 
tricts, but  they  should  not  attempt  to  do  so  by 
sidewinds,  and  by  cringing  at  the  doors  of  Minis- 
ters. Was  justice  to  be  obtained  for  any  par- 
ticular district  of  the  colony  by  sacrificing  one's 
self-respect  as  a  member  of  the  House,  and  at  m 
man,  and  by  kneeling  at  the  doors  of  Ministers  to 
try  and  get  something  out  of  them  ?  No.  That 
was  not  the  way.  Justice  should  be  sought  for 
in  an  honest,  straightforward  way  in  the  House 
itself,  where  every  member  could  see  whether 
what  was  being  done  was  right  or  not,  and  not 
by  cringing  to  Ministers  and  promising  them 
support,  in  order  to  get  what  was  wanted.  He 
regretted,  also,  to  hear  the  Minister  of  Lands 
entirely  concur  vrith  the  honorable  member  for 
Marsden,  that  this  was  not  the  way  to  obtain 
public  works.  All  he  could  say  was  that,  if  it 
was  not  the  proper  way  to  obtain  justice,  be 
very  much  regretted  that  the  honorable  member 
should  represent  constituents  who  would  ask  him 
to  sacrifice  his  principles  and  his  self-respect  as  a 
man  to  get  works  carried  out  for  them.  He  (Mr. 
Shrimski)  was  proud  to  say  that  his  constituents 
would  never  ask  him  to  do  such  a  thing,  and  if 
they  did  he  would  not  consent  to  do  it.  He 
would  support  the  resolution,  because  it  was 
brought  forward  in  an  honest  and  straightforward 
manner,  and  a  manner  disapproved  of  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Marsden. 

Mr.  SEDDON  had  really  been  much  edified 
by  the  discussion  on  this  motion.  All  honorable 
members  would  agree  that  May  on  Parliamentary 
Practice  was  a  standard  authority,  as  also  Bylee 
on  Bills  of  Exchange,  and  Chitty  on  Contracts ; 
and  now  they  had  Lundon  on  Electoral  Reform, 
and  Col  beck  on  the  Easiest  Method  of  Raising 
Money  from  a  Government — a  work  that  should 
be  read  by  all  political  turncoats.  They  bad, 
also,  George  on  Transfer  of  Wants  from  the  West 
Coast  to  Rodney,  Oliver  on  Due  Consideration, 
aiid  Tawhai  on  Maori  Identification — especiaUy 
aiklressed  to  Wellington  reporters  ;  and,  last  of 
all,  they  had  Shrimski  on  Political  Morality. 
1  heso  were  really  all  very  valuable  works  in  tbeir 
way,  but  the  House  could  not  get  away  from  the 
fact  that  the  resolution  before  it  was  scarcely 
the  right  way  to  go  about  getting  jiutice  done 
to  the  north  part  of  Auckland.  Honorable  mem- 
bers must  know  that,  in  the  present  financial 
position  of  the  colony,  to  ask  for  large  sums  of 
money  like  this  to  bo  expended  in  a  particular 
district  was  to  do  injustice  to  other  parte  of 
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the  colony.  As  he  had  objected  to  a  similar  mo* 
tion  on  a  prerious  day,  so  he  would  also  object 
to  this.  The  Govern  men  t  must  do  justice  to  all 
parts  of  the  colony,  and  until  they  had  brought 
forward  their  Public  Works  Statement  it  was  not 
right  to  judge  them.  If  the  House  passed  such 
a  resolution  as  this  the  GoTernment  would,  of 
conrse,  throw  upon  it  the  responsibihty  for  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  money,  and  would  make  it  an 
excuse  for  not  doing  justice  to  other  places.  He 
thought  sufficient  had  been  said  in  the  matter ; 
and,  as  it  had  been  brought  under  the  notice  of 
the  GoTemment,  they  would  no  doubt  see  their 
way  to  rectify  any  wrongs  which  might  exist. 
As  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  said,  nearly 
eTerr  outljing  district  in  the  colony  could  make 

food  its  claim  to  the  consideration  of  the  House. 
[e  must  say  that,  although  the  troubles  of  the 
West  Coast  had  been  transferred  to  Rodney 
through  a  change  of  seats  by  an  honorable  mem- 
ber, still  Tery  many  of  the  West  Coast  impe- 
cunious troubles  yet  remained.  As,  howerer,  the 
Government  had  given  promises  of  redress  next 
session,  and  had  also  promised  to  support  certain 
amendments  in  the  present  Counties  Act  so  as  to 
put  the  people  there  on  more  equal  terms  with 
more  favoured  districts,  the  best  thing  its  repre- 
sentatives could  do  would  be  to  wait  patiently 
and  see  if  the  promised  amendments  were  carried 
out.  It  must  be  clear  to  all  that  local  self-govern- 
ment, as  at  present  in  operation,  was  not  equal  to 
what  was  expected  from  it.  From  what  was  said 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers  on 
the  previous  evening,  it  appeared  that  the  same 
feeling  existed  still  that  existed  when  the  measure 
was  ^t  passed,  that  only  the  thickly-populated 
centres  were  to  be  taken  into  consideration,  and 
the  outljiiig  districts  were  to  be  left  out  in  the 
cold.  He  had  no  doubt  that  the  scheme  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers  would  suit 
Otago  Tery  well  indeed,  because  the  people  there 
could  keep  up  their  police  and  carry  on  their 
works,  besides  supporting  a  system  of  education, 
as  they  had  plenty  of  revenue ;  but  other  districts 
could  not  00  that.  The  resolution  now  before 
the  House  opened  up  a  very  wide  subject,  and, 
as  it  would  take  a  considerable  time  to  discuss, 
he  hoped  the  mover  would  withdraw  it,  feeling 
that  he  had  done  his  duly  to  the  part  of  the 
country  he  represented,  and  being  certain  that 
if  the  Government  did  not  do  justice  to  that 
part  of  the  country  the  House  would  insist  upon 
its  getting  fair-play. 

Mr.  TAIN  UI  said  what  the  honorable  member 
for  the  Bay  of  Islands  had  stated  was  perfectly 
right  concerning  his  district,  because  the  money 
that  was  authorized  to  be  expended  there  had 
passed  into  the  hands  of  the  8uperintendent  for 
expenditure,  and  the  Superifitendent,  acting  on 
bis  own  account,  considered  that  it  should  be 
expended  in  places  near  the  City  of  Auckland 
alone.  The  honorable  member  for  the  Northern 
Maori  District  had  informed  the  House  that  a 
number  of  Customhouses  had  been  erected  in 
that  part  of  the  colony  ;  so  that  every  one  could 
easily  tell  what  amount  of  revenue  was  collected 
in  these  districts  through  the  Customhouses.  He 
knew  that  the  principal  towns  in  which  there 


were  Customhouse  Departments  were  Wellington, 
Napier,  and  Auckland,  in  the  North  Inland,  and 
Port  Chalmers  and  Lyttelton  in  the  South  Island. 
The  Europeans  were  well  aware  of  the  fact  that 
where  the  most  Europeans  were  there  the  most 
revenue  was  obtained,  and  therefore  where  they 
raised  the  most  revenue  the  most  public  money 
should  be  expended.  The  revenue  of  the  South 
Ifeland  was  much  larger  than  that  of  any  other 
part  of  the  colony,  because  there  was  everything 
in  the  South  Island — precious  stones,  and  other 
things.  He  approved  of  what  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Northern  Maori  District  had 
been  asking  for,  that  money  should  be  granted 
for  improvements  in  his  district — for  roads,  and 
other  things.  But  he  thought  all  places  should 
be  taken  into  consideration,  and  the  money  fairly 
distributed  where  required.  He  knew  of  several 
Native  reserves  in  his  part  of  the  country  to 
which  roads  had  not  been  made,  because  the 
Maoris  had  not  been  asking  for  money  to  be 
expended  there.  That  was  why  he  said  every 
place  should  be  equally  considered  before  any 
money  was  given  to  any  one  place.  The  Govern- 
ment might  think,  with  regard  to  the  Native 
reserves  he  was  speaking  of,  in  the  possession  of 
the  Maoris,  that,  because  it  happened  to  be  plain 
land,  there  was  no  necessity  for  roads ;  but  that 
was  not  the  case.  There  were  some  places  which 
were  very  rough,  and  he  thought  the  Government 
should  make  roads  to  those  places.  The  Govern- 
ment should  fairly  consider  this  matter  and  every 
matter  which  affected  the  Maori  and  European 
races,  and  remedy  them  accordingly. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  had  listened  with  much 
interest  to  the  speech  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Mongoiiui.  lie  made  a  very  forcible  appeal, 
and,  if  it  should  be  decided  by  the  House  to  deal 
with  local  works  in  future,  he  (Mr.  Macaudrew), 
for  one,  would  certainly  support  this  proposal. 
But,  unless  that  were  done,  he  did  not  see  how 
they  could  very  well  make  an  exception  in  the 
case  of  this  particular  district.  It  might  be  jus- 
tice ;  but  there  must  be  justice  to  all,  and  there 
were  a  great  many  districts  throughout  the  colony 
which  had  equally  pressing  claims.  He  was  not 
sure  but  that,  after  all,  it  would  be  better  for  the 
Government,  instead  of  paying  half  a  million  a 
year  in  the  way  of  subsidies  to  local  bodies,  to 
take  the  matter  into  their  own  hands.  He  had 
really  come  to  the  conclusion  tliat  probably  the 
money  would  go  further  if  dealt  with  directly  by 
the  Government^  and  cases  like  this  might  then  he 
met.  However,  that  was  really  a  new  phase  of 
the  question.  He  regretted  that  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works  did  not  give  a  more  certain  sound 
upon  this  subject.  He  almost  led  them  to  infer 
that  the  Government  proposed  to  deal  with  local 
works  piecemeaL  If  so,  he  certainly  thought  it 
would  be  a  mistake,  unless  the  Government  took 
the  whole  thing  into  thiir  own  hands,  and  dealt 
with  it  on  some  well-defined  and  comprehensive 
general  principle.  It  was  utterly  impossible  for 
the  House  to  deal  fairly  with  different  localities 
throughout  the  colony,  unless  they  took  the  whole 
thing  into  their  own  hands,  and,  instead  of  dis- 
pensing the  revenue  partially  through  these  local 
bodiesi  dispensed  it  themselvee.    The  honorable 
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member  would  do  well  to  withdraw  his  motion, 
in  the  meantime.  He  (Mr.  Macamlrew)  saw  no 
possibility  of  its  being  ai*sentrd  to.  Thoj  »hould 
wait  and  see  what  the  public  woiks  policy  wa8  to 
be.  Possibly  there  might  be  some  means  pro-  ' 
Tided  in  tlie  Statement,  uhhou^h  he  confessed 
he  did  not  eco  how  that  was  at  ull  possible.  lie  I 
still  thouglit  it  woiUd  be  better,  on  iho  whole, 
to  leave  all  those  local  works  to  be  dealt  with  1 
bj  the  localities  themselves,  and  that  the  colony  i 
have  nolhing  to  do  with  ihem  whatever.  Let 
them  raise  and  spend  their  own  revenue.  The 
honorable  member  for  llokitika  misunderstood 
what  he  said  tlie  other  day  in  speaking  of 
localizing  the  police  force,  education,  and  cer- 
tain other  departments.  He  believed  it  would  be 
better  fur  the  localities  themselves  if  that  were 
done,  because  then  the  colonial  taxation  must  j 
needs  be  reduced  to  a  very  great  extent,  and  there 
was  no  doubt  whatever  that  the  expenditure 
would  be  much  better  looked  after  by  the  local 
bodies.  When  the  money  was  locally  raised,  of 
course  there  wa^s  an  interest  in  seeing  that  the  most 
was  made  of  it.  He  regretted,  in  one  sense,  that 
he  could  not  support  the  motion.  The  honorable 
member  had  made  out  a  very  good  case ;  but  it 
would  be  like  the  letting-out  of  waters.  If  they 
yielded  in  this  case  they  must  follow  c-uit  with  fifty 
other  claims  from  different  parts  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  did  not  regret  that  the  honor- 
able gentleman  had  brought  forward  this  niotton, 
because,  if  he  had  done  nothing  else,  ho  had 
caused  the  Hou^e  to  look  at  the  difficulties 
struggling  country  districts  had  to  contend  with. 
Speaking  from  personal  knowledge  of  the  dis- 
trict, if  it  trusted  to  what  were  called  counties 
and  local  governing  bodies,  ho  could  only  say, 
God  help  such  bodies.  Their  idea  seemed  to  be 
to  foster  little  centres  of  population,  and  to  let  the 
country  remain  in  the  state  in  which  it  wus  long 
before  tlioao  bodies  were  called  into  existence. 
The  difficulty  of  getting  across  the  country  there 
was  considerable.  If  it  was  thought  that  because 
they  had  set  up  what  were  termed  counties  they 
had  got  rid  of  the  difficulty  of  settling  this  coun- 
try,  they  made  a  great  mistake.  The  sooner  the 
Government  recognized  that  provision  would  have 
to  ^e  made  to  open  up  this  country  by  roads  or 
•ome  other  nieans,  the  better  it  would  be  for  the 
country.  With  regard  to  this  particular  district, 
he  was  perfectly  safe  in  saying  thut  it  never  had 
by  way  of  special  vote  one  »thilUng  of  public 
money;  while,  on  the  other  band,  the  income 
derived  in  the  district  by  the  Government  from 
Customs  and  other  revenues  was  increasing  year 
by  year.  The  honorable  member  had  called  at- 
tention to  a  crying  and  acknowledged  evil,  and 
'it  would  in  the  end  be  the  mcjns  of  culling 
attention  to  the  needs  of  this  district.  If  the 
honorable  gentleman  went  to  a  division,  he  would 
vote  with  him.  If  he  chose  to  leave  it  in  the 
hands  of  the  Minister,  he  might  be  doing  a  wi>er 
thing,  although  he  (Mr.  Sp(ight)  did  not  think 
the  Ministry  had  got  much  to  give  to  the  hon(»r- 
able  member  or  anybody  ele  tor  this  particular 
kind  of  work.  At  the  same  time  he  had  entered  a 
protest  against  the  scandalous  neglect  of  country 
districti  cast  on  their  own  resources  and  made  to 
Mr,  Maeandr^w 


trust  to  the  tender  mercies  of  persons  called 
County  Councillors,  whose  only  care  seemed  to  be 
to  distribute  a  few  shillings  among  themselres,  and 
who,  if  they  put  the  Act  into  operation,  inflicted 
great  injiifitice  on  the  people  outade  the  centres 
of  population. 

Mr.  MURRAY  said  the  argument  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  llokitika  was  not  a  happy  one. 
It  must  be  apparent  to  any  one  of  parliamentary 
experience  that  what  was  granted  to  one  district 
must  lead  to  a  scramble  for  all.  Thero  was  a 
larger  principle  at  stake  than  consideration  for 
the  district  represented  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Mongonui — a  principle  embracing  the 
whole  question  of  taxation.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber was  aware  that  a  large  portion  of  the  district 
he  referred  to  was  in  the  hands  of  aboriginal  in- 
habitants of  New  Zealand,  who  were  specially 
exempt  from  rates  and  all  taxation.  Was  it  to 
be  su))posed  that  people  in  the  southern  pari 
of  the  colony  were  to  tax  themselves  to  help 
those  who,  by  the  laws  of  the  country,  or  by 
a  peculiar  policy,  were  not  taxed,  or  permitted 
to  help  themselves?  It  appeared  to  him  to 
be  inexpedient  to  bring  forward  the  present  mo- 
tion when  the  honorable  member  must  know 
that  there  was  no  money  available  for  the  pur- 
pose. He  thought  it  would  be  a  long  time  before 
they  arrived  at  that  happy  elysiuni  "when  roads 
and  bridged  would  not  be  mentioned  in  the 
House  except  in  terms  of  congratulation."  This 
matter  demanded  careful  thought.  They  were 
about  to  increase  the  burdens  on  land,  and  then 
they  were  asked  thus  to  return  the  money  they 
raised.  If  t\m  sort  of  thing  continued,  the  House 
would  become,  as  wa^  said  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Port  Chalmers,  not  a  Legislature,  but  **  a 
habitation  of  thieves."  The  honorable  member 
for  Port  Chalmers  made  a  statesmanlike  speech 
on  that  occasion ;  and  he  recommended  honorable 
members  to  peruse  it.  Some  honorable  members 
came  to  the  House  with  no  other  care  but  to 
obtaiu  plunder  for  their  constituents.  They  had 
received  a  lecture  upon  political  morality  from  an 
honorable  member  of  the  House  ;  but  he  thought 
that  honorable  member  should  go  and  study  the 
first  principles  of  political  morality  before  he  as- 
sumed to  be  a  teacher  of  others.  If  they  followed 
out  some  men's  ideas  of  political  morality,  the 
House  would  bo  guided  by  such  principles  as 
this:  "By  golly,  vill  you  go  in  for  my  little 
political  svindic  ?  " 

Mr.  TURNBULL  thought  that  in  this  matter, 
as  in  many  others  of  the  same  kind  before  the 
House,  a  full  statement  of  the  case  hud  not  been 
made.  The  honorable  member  who  had  just  sat 
down  was  quite  prepared  to  do  justice  to  every 
part  of  the  country ;  but  it  did  not  appear  that 
any  statement  had  been  made  as  to  how  much 
this  district  had  contributed  to  the  general 
revenue  from  the  sale  of  land,  which  was  a  very 
important  feature.  But  there  must  be  just 
grounds  for  coming  to  the  House^  because  they 
must  bear  in  mind  that  henceforth  those  people 
would  be  taxed  very  heavily  to  pay  their  portion 
of  the  colony's  debt.  He  thought  it  was  only 
just  that  that  portion  of  the  community  whioh 
hitherto  had  not  had  any  money  spent  upon  it 
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should  hare  a  share  of  the  puhlio  expenditure  in  I 
opening  up  communication.  If  a  division  were 
called  for  he  would  go  into  the  same  l')bl)y  with 
the  honorable  member  for  Mongonui.  In  the 
form  in  which  taxation  was  imposed,  and  con- 
sidering that  the  people  of  this  district  contri- 
buted their  share  to  the  revenue,  the  honorable 
members  for  the  district  had  a  perfc?ct  right  to 
ask  for  the  expenditure  of  some  money.  He  con- 
sidered they  had  a  just  claim  upon  the  G-OTem- 
ment. 

Mr.  READER  WOOD  did  not  think  the  time 
of  the  House  had  been  wasted  in  discussing  thi^ 
amendment.  Honorable  members  generally  would 
now  see  that  this  district  was  entitled  to  con- 
sideration. Not  only  had  none  of  the  borrowed 
money,  or  very  little  indeed,  been  spent  in  that 
district,  but  it  had  not  enjoyed  any  Land  Fund, 
out  of  which  rocMb  or  bridges,  or  means  of  com- 
munication,  could  be  coustructed  ;  whilst,  on  the 
other  hand,  in  the  southern  portion  of  the  colony, 
and  many  other  portions  of  the  colony,  the  Road 
Boards  and  the  County  Councils  had  very  large 
revenues  from  the  Land  Fund — revenues  so  large 
that  he  belieTed  at  the  present  time  some  Road 
Boards  in  the  Provincial  District  of  Canterbury 
had  £30,000  or  £40,000  to  their  credit  at  the 
bank.  In  the  northern  districts  of  the  colony  it 
was  utterly  impossible  to  find  a  few  shillings  to 
make  a  road  or  repair  a  bridge.  Whatever  might 
be  the  scheme  of  public  works  that  the  Ministry 
might  bring  down  to  this  House,  there  was  no 
doubt,  in  consequence  of  the  financial  position  of 
the  colony,  it  must  neceB!»arily  be  narrowed ;  yet 
it  was  their  duty  to  take  into  consideration  the 
position  of  this  particular  district,  and,  out  of 
whatever  funds  they  had,  to  give  that  district  a 
reasonable  share  of  those  funds.  That,  he  t  bought, 
was  all  the  honorable  gentleman  who  had  brought 
forward  the  amendment  asked  for  —  it  was  all 
that  any  of  them  asked  for,  or  any  of  them  de- 
sired. There  was  no  other  part  of  the  Provincial 
District  of  Auckland  situated  ns  that  northern 
part  was.  In  the  southern  parts  great  main 
roads  had  been  made  out  of  votes  given  by  the 
ProTincial  G-ovemment,  and  in  various  other 
ways.  Although  assistance  had  not  been  given 
to  any  very  large  extent,  still  the  southern  dis- 
tricts of  Auckland  had  these  means  supplied  to 
them,  and  the  County  Councils  and  Roud  Boards 
bad  had  reasonable  funds  at  their  disposal.  But 
the  northern  part  of  Auckland  was  entirely  iso- 
lated. People  there  had  purchased  land,  and 
bad  tried  to  raise  produce  from  their  farms.  If 
they  raised  anything,  owing  to  the  diillcult  nature 
of  communication  and  the  bad  state  of  the  roads 
during  the  greater  part  of  the  jear,  they  were 
unable  to  bring  their  produce  to  market.  Al- 
though he  did  not  know  the  Hobson  County,  he 
knew  a  great  deal  of  the  Waitemata  County, 
having  recently  contested  it.  He  had  to  go  from 
one  end  of  it  to  the  other  in  the  middle  of 
winter.  If  any  other  honorable  members  of  the 
House  bad  to  do  the  same  they  would  eee 
how  the  settlers  were  obliged  to  live.  They  were 
completely  isolated,  and  unable  to  do  anything 
because  they  had  no  nieans  of  communication. 
Xhey  were  unable  to  cro.«s  the  rivers  or  creeks, 


and  unable  to  get  their  produce  to  market  owing 
to  the  wretched  state  of  the  roads.  If  the  motion 
of  the  honorable  gentleman,  and  the  debate  which 
had  taken  place  upon  it,  should  be  the  means  of 
inducing  the  Government  to  do  something  in 
favour  of  this  di->trict,  he  believed  the  time  that 
had  been  spent  tlmt  afternoon  would  have  been 
occupied  to  a  g'X>d  purpose. 

Sir  O.  G-HEY  was  surprised  at  the  position 
taken  up  by  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  in 
reganl  to  this  amendment.  He  began  by  stating 
that  the  di&tiict  alluded  to  had  been  scandalously 
neglected  ;  yet,  although  that  was  the  case,  he 
then  went  on  to  add  that  the  reasons  given  for 
redres*«  were  not  proper  or  fitting  reasons.  The 
honorable  gentleman  did  not  give  the  House  his 
view  of  what  would  be  considered  proper  reasons. 
He  (Sir  Or,  Grey)  thought  there  was  through- 
out the  House  generally  an  agreement  that  this 
district  had  been  greatly  neglected,  and  that 
something  should  be  done  in  regard  to  it.  Those 
honorable  gentlemen  who  raised  objections  to 
such  a  course  could  only  have  made  their  re- 
marks in  utter  ignorance  of  the  real  position  of 
the  district.  From  the  expressions  used  by  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works  he  gathered  that  it 
was  poi^sible  t))at  in  the  Public  Works  Statement 
they  would  i!ud  that  something  had  been  done 
in  reference  to  this  matter,  and  therefore  ho 
would  advise  his  honorable  friend  to  allow  the 
motion  to  be  withdrawn,  with  the  assent  of  the 
House,  until  after  the  Public  Works  Statement 
had  been  brought  down.  If  the  Government  did 
not  then  act  justly  to  this  district  the  subject  could 
be  considered,  and  strenuous  efibrts  made  to  obtain 
justice  for  the  district.  He  could  not  agree  with 
the  argument  raised  by  fome  honorable  mem- 
bers that,  if  a  sum  of  money  were  voted  for  this 
district  which  had  been  scandalously  neglected, 
then  every  other  district  would  expect  to  have 
similar  assistance  accorded  to  it.  That  was  a 
lame  argument,  and  one  which  the  House  should 
not  entertain.  Districts  which  made  similar 
claims  must  also  have  been  scandalously  neg- 
lected. The  honorable  member  who  had  brought 
forward  the  amendment  need  not  fear  that  such 
an  argument  would  ultimately  prevail.  He  ear- 
nestly recommended  the  honorable  gentleman  to 
withdraw  his  amendment,  with  the  consent  of 
the  Houpe. 

Mr.  LUNDON  said  that,  after  the  appeal  made 
to  him  by  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames, 
he  supposed  his  wisest  course,  under  the  circum- 
stuuees,  was  to  ask  leave  to  withdraw  his  amend- 
ment until  after  the  delivery  of  the  Public  Works 
Statement. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

COASTING  TRADE. 

On  the  motion  for  going  into  Committee  of 
Supply, 

Mr.  MOSS  moved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of 
this  House,  it  is  desirable  that  foreign  vessels 
arriving  in  New  Zealand  ports  should  not  b© 
allowed  to  engage  in  the  coasting  trade,  but 
should  be  confined  to  the  discharge  of  original 
cargo  at  such  port  or  ports  as  they  may  desire, 
a  jd  to  the  loading  at  such  port  or  ports  of  car|(0 
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for  British  or  foreign  ports :  that  "  The  Coast- 
ing Trade  Regulation  Act,  1871,"  be  amended 
accordingly.  This  was  a  motion  of  TQrj  great 
importance,  and  he  hoped  it  would  meet  with 
the  support  of  the  Goyernment.  He  did  not 
anticipate  any  oppowtion  from  the  Government 
in  the  matter,  and  therefore  he  would  not  take 
up  much  time  iiv  bringing  it  forward.  He  would 
only  say  that,  until  1871,  the  coasting  trade  of 
Kew  Zealand  was  in  the  same  position  as  the 
coasting  trade  of  all  other  British  possessions. 
No  foreign  ships  were  allowed  to  engage  in  the 
coasting  trade.  But  at  that  time,  in  order  to 
enable  the  American  mail  steamers  to  carry  their 
cargo  down  the  coast,  an  Act  was  passed  called 
the  Coasting  Trade  Regulation  Act — an  Act  to 
admit  foreign  ships  to  the  coasting  trade.  In 
that  Act  they  were  told  that  the  Imperial  Parlia- 
ment recognized  the  principle  that  British  ships 
only  were  to  enjoy  the  coasting  trade,  except 
where  special  treaties  with  foreign  Powers  had 
been  entered  into. 

Mr.  W.  J.  HURST,  in  order  to  save  time, 
might  state  that  he  had  brought  this  matter  be- 
fore the  G^yemnieiit,  and  had  stated  all  the  facts. 

Mr.  MOSS  said  it  was  to  rectify  the  statement 
of  the  honorable  member  that  he  had  brought 
this  subject  forward.  He  found  that  the  state- 
ments made  by  the  honorable  gentleman  were 
made  under  an  entire  misconception  of  the  real 
fects  of  the  case.  From  the  answer  given  to  the 
honorable  gentleman's  question  by  the  GoTemment 
he  (Mr.  Moss)  was  satisfied  that  the  matter  was 
not  properly  understood.  The  object  was  not  to 
prevent  foreign  vessels,  coming  here  with  cargo, 
carrying  their  original  cargo  from  port  to  port 
along  the  coast,  and  discharging  it ;  nor  was  the 
object  to  prevent  any  foreign  vessels  from  loading 
at  any  of  the  ports  for  other  foreign  or  European 
ports.  The  object  was,  to  prevent  foreign  Tcssels 
coming  to  our  ports,  and  not  only  discharging 
their  original  cargo,  but  taking  in  a  new  coasting 
cargo.  According  to  Hansard,  the  question  asked 
by  the  honorable  gentleman,  the  member  for 
Auckland  City  West,  was, — 

"If  the  Government  are  prepared  to  advise  His 
Excellency  the  GoTernor,  in  virtue  of  clauses  6 
and  7  of  *  The  Coasting  Trade  Act,  1871,'  to  impose 
similar  restrictions  upon  foreign  shipping  to  those 
in  existence  prior  to  the  passing  of  that  Act  ? 

"  Major  Atkinson,  in  reply,  said  he  quite  un- 
derstood the  position  of  the  matter,  but  he  did 
not  altogether  see  what  the  honorable  gentleman 
desired  to  arrive  at.  Did  he  wish  the  Govern- 
ment to  say  definitely  that  they  were  prepared  to 
exclude  foreign  vessels  from  the  coasting  trade  ? 

"  Mr.  W.  J.  HuBST.— I  do  not." 

That  was  precisely  what  he  (Mr.  Moss)  did  want. 
He  wanted  to  see  foreign  yessels  excluded  from  the 
coasting  trade.  He  thought  the  statistics  quoted 
by  the  Premier  on  the  occasion  of  the  question 
being  put  to  him,  and  which  he  obtained  from  the 
Customhouse,  were  the  statistics  of  last  year,  and 
if  honorable  gentlemen  referred  back  to  previous 
years  they  would  find  that  a  larger  number  of 
foreign  vessels  were  then  engaged  in  the  coasting 
trade ;  that  it  had  become  the  practice  for  foreign 
Tessels,  after  discharging  their  cargoes  from  Ameri- 
Mr.  Most 


can  ports,  to  go  round  to  the  West  Coast  ports, 
take  in  timber,  and  carry  that  along  the  coast,  to 
the  prejudice  of  Tessels  to  which  the  trade  ought 
to  be  confined.  The  Americans  themselres  al- 
lowed no  foreign  Tessels  to  enter  their  coast- 
ing trade,  and  they  made  their  coast  extend 
from  New  York  to  San  Francisco.  This  waa  a 
matter  of  serious  importance  to  a  large  number  of 
shipowners  throughout  the  colony,  particularly 
the  owners  of  small  ships ;  and  he  lioped  not  only 
that  the  resolution  would  commend  itself  to  the 
faTourable  consideration  of  the  House,  but  that 
the  GK)vernment  would  give  their  support  to  it. 

Mr.  W.  J.  HURST  seconded  the  resolution, 
which  he  said  ha  had  not  been  aware  would  be 
brought  forward  until  the  honorable  member  rose 
to  moTe  it.  It  was  quite  clear  that  he  had  a 
perfectly  distinct  object  in  Tiew  in  asking  the 
question  referred  to.  The  honorable  member 
had  not  informed  him  of  the  circumstanoee  under 
which  the  Act  now  in  force  enabling  foreign  Teasels 
to  trade  upon  the  coast  came  into  operation.  He 
(Mr.  Hurst)  distinctly  stated  to  the  Houae  the 
circumstances  that  brought  it  into  operation,  and 
to  show  that  he  clearly  understood  what  he  was 
talking  about.  He  also  stated  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Totara,  at  that  time  a  member  of  the 
Government,  said  that  clauses  5  and  6  of  the 
Act  would  reserve  the  powers  which  were  sought 
to  be  retained  in  the  hands  of  the  GK>Temment, 
so  that  at  any  time  the  GoTcmment  could  exer- 
cise those  powers  which  were  given  in  the  Act,  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  object  which  the 
honorable  member  for  Pamell  now  sought  to  at- 
tain, and  that  was  the  same  object  which  he  (Mr. 
Hurst)  had  in  view  when  he  directed  the  atten- 
tion  of  the  Government  to  the  subject.  The  Act 
of  1871  was  brought  in  during  the  period  when 
the  American  mail  steamers  were  running  down 
the  coast,  and  had  anticipated  by  one  year  the 
Imperial  Act,  which  was  intended  to  destroy  the 
Act  which  had  been  in  existence  before,  and  which 
would  have  expired  by  effluxion  of  time  in  1872, 
had  not  the  Act  he  referred  to  anticipated  its 
discontinuance  by  one  year  in  order  to  enable 
American  vessels  to  trade  on  our  coasts.  It  pro- 
Tided  that  all  the  colonies  should  themselTes  pasa 
Acts  for  regulating  their  coastal  trade,  but  that 
there  should  be  no  interference  with  Imperial 
treaties  that  might  be  in  existence.  He  was  per- 
fectly familiar  with  all  the  circumstances,  and 
evidently  much  more  so  than  the  honorable  mem- 
ber who  had  proposed  this  resolution,  and  he 
had  taken  the  trouble  to  read  the  whole  of  the 
debates  which  took  place  both  in  the  House  and 
in  the  Legislative  Council  when  the  Act  of  1871 
was  under  discussion.  He  thought  he  made  the 
Treasurer  understand  that  his  object  was  to 
attain  the  very  end  which  the  honorable  member 
for  Pamell  now  sought  to  accomplish.  He  did 
not  seek  to  do  it  in  the  perhaps  more  popular 
manner  adopted  by  his  honorable  friend,  and  he 
had  not  in  view  any  temporary  kudos  such  as 
might  be  obtained  by  carrying  a  resolution  of 
this  kind.  He  sought  to  direct  the  attention  of 
the  GK>vemment  to  the  power  which  they  possessed 
under  clauses  5  and  6  of  the  Act,  whereby  they 
could,  by  an  Order  in  Council,  achicTe  the  object 
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aimed  at  in  the  honorable  gentleman's  resolution. 
His  object  was  to  confine  the  coa^iting  trade  to 
our  own  ships,  and  he  remembered  tliat  at  the 
time  he  directed  attention  to  tlie  fact  that  in 
America  no  European  vessels  could  trade  between 
one  port  and  another;  and  the  Treasurer  asked 
him  whether  he  was  in  a  position  to  state  what 
were  the  treaty  obligations  with  America,  to  which 
be  was  obliged  to  replj,  No.  And  the  honorable 
member  undertook  to  discover  what  tho^e  treaty 
obligations  were,  and  stated  that  as  eeon  as  he 
was  acquainted  with  them  he  would  take  such 
steps  as  were  necessary  to  carry  out  the  object  he 
(Mr.  Hurst)  had  in  view. 

Mr.  8  VV ANSON  said  that  if  there  was  to  be 
any  kudon  obtained  for  this  sort  of  thing  it  was 
Tery  easily  got,  and  the  resolution  of  the  honor- 
able gentleman  must  be  a  eource  of  immense 
amusement  to  those  members  of  the  Public  Peti- 
tions Committee  who  had  had  this  subject  before 
them.  That  Committee  had  taken  a  great  deal 
of  evidence  in  relation  to  this  matter,  had  in- 
terviewed officials  and  the  Ministers  for  the 
time  being,  and  had  reported  to  the  House  in 
favour  of  shipowners  over  and  over  again,  during 
both  this  and  previous  sessions.  The  whole 
subject  had  been  gone  into;  and  the  honor- 
able member  for  Pamell,  if  he  had  been  attend- 
ing to  his  duties,  would  have  known  that  such 
was  the  case.  He  (Mr.  Swanson)  had  himself  had 
many  interviews  with  officials  in  the  Government 
Buildings,  and  he  recollected  that  when  he  first 
brought  the  matter  up  Sir  George  Grey  said  he 
believed  nothing  could  be  done.  He  (Mr.  Swan- 
son)  pointed  out  that  he  was  in  the  House 
when  the  Act  was  passed  enabling  the  American 
steamers  to  trade  along  the  coast,  and  Sir  George 
Grey  said  that  the  subject  was  entangled  by 
treaties.  However,  the  Government  had  posi- 
tively acted  on  the  report  of  the  Public  Petitions 
Committee  by  abolishing  the  light  dues,  omo  of 
the  burdens  on  shipping.  About  the  coasting 
trade,  he  believed  the  fact  was,  that  there  were 
two  European  nations  which  had  made  certain 
treaties  with  England  of  which  it  was  impossible 
that  they  could  shake  themselves  clear.  The 
case  of  America  was  different :  that,  he  was  in- 
formed, could  be  dealt  with.  It  was  rather  amusing 
that  an  honorable  member  should  seek  to  obtain 
kudos  for  accomplishing  an  object  which  had  been 
already  attained  after  an  immense  deal  of  labour 
by  people  who  eat  quietly  and  made  no  noise 
about  it. 

Major  ATKINSON  thought  that  probably  the 
honorable  gentleman  had  attained  his  object  in 
having  brought  the  matter  under  the  notice  of 
the  Government.  There  was  no  doubt  the  honor- 
able member  for  Auckland  City  West  thoroughly 
understood  the  object  of  the  question  he  had  put. 
He  knew  that,  from  private  interviews  he  had 
liad  with  the  honorable  gentleman  on  the  subject. 
The  Government,  he  thought,  had  done  all  that 
could  be  asked  of  them  in  promising  to  carefully 
consider  the  matter  during  the  recess.  They  did 
not  know  vrith  absolute  certainty  how  the  treaty 
obligations  of  England  affected  the  question. 
His  honorable  friend  the  Premier  had  written  to 
Sir  Jnlias  Yogel  on  the  subject;  and  when  the 
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Government  were  ia  possession  of  all  the  facts  of 
the  case,  thoy  would  consider  the  question  with  a 
view  of  seeing  how  far  eflVct  could  be  given  to 
the  proposal.  The  question,  however,  was  a  very 
large  one,  and  should  not  be  dealt  with  in  a 
hurry  at  the  fag-end  of  the  session.  He  hoped 
that  the  honorable  member,  having  gained  his 
object,  would  withdraw  the  resolution. 

Mr.  GISBORNE  said  if  the  honorable  mem- 
ber did  not  withdraw  the  resolution  he  would 
bo  obliged  to  oppose  it,  as  it  would  commit  the 
House  to  a  course  which  was  in  opposition  to  the 
principle  of  the  free-trade  policy  adopted  by  the 
Imperial  Government  several  years  ago.  In  1871 
the  question  was  not  whether  foreign  vessels 
should  be  allowed  to  trade  on  the  New  Zealand 
coast,  but  it  was  whether  the  colony  should  sub- 
sidize an  American  company  for  the  conveyance 
of  mails,  and  allow  its  steamers  to  trade  on  this 
coast — giving  it  a  peculiar  privilege.  As  to  the 
question  of  whether  foreign  vessels  should  trade 
on  the  coast,  he  did  not  exactly  know  how  the 
law  stood,  but  it  seemed  to  him  that  if  the 
colony  did  not  allow  such  vessels  to  enter  the 
coasting  trade  it  would  act  in  direct  opposition 
to  the  free-trade  principles  which  had  governed 
the  Imperial  policy  for  several  years.  He  did  not 
see  why  foreign  vessels  should  not  trade  on  the 
New  Zealand  coast  just  as  much  as  other  vessels, 
and  he  believed  there  were  treaties  in  force  now 
which  allowed  foreign  vessels  to  trade  on  the 
coasts  of  the  colonies  ;  and  the  Legislature  could 
not  pass  a  law  which  would  contravene  any  treaty 
of  that  sort,  because  such  power  was  excepted 
from  the  powers  of  this  Legislature.  It  would  be 
much  better  if  the  honorable  gentleman  would 
withdraw  the  resolution  and  leave  the  Govern- 
ment to  look  into  the  matter.  It  was  a  very 
compUcated  question,  an  Imperial  question,  an 
international  question,  and  one  which  required  a 
great  deal  of  consideration  before  they  should  be 
called  upon  to  commit  themselves  to  the  direct 
statement  as  to  future  action  contained  in  the 
honorable  gentleman's  resolution. 

Mr.  IRELAND  hoped  the  honorable  member 
would  withdraw  the  amendment.  The  Public 
Petitions  Committee  had  dealt  with  the  question 
as  far  as  it  was  possible  for  them  to  deal  with  it. 
Apart,  however,  from  that,  he  held  that  the  prin- 
ciple which  the  honorable  member  for  Pamell 
advocated  was  an  unfair  one.  It  did  not  follow, 
because  America  adopted  a  system  of  excluding 
foreign  vespels,  that  therefore  this  colony  should 
do  so.  He  believed  that  the  more  they  en- 
couraged coastal  trade,  no  matter  by  what  vessels, 
the  more  they  would  advance  the  trade  of  the 
colony  generally ;  and  if  they  departed  from  that 
principle  they  would  be  going  in  a  wrong  direc- 
tion altogether.  He  would  therefore  strongly 
advise  the  honorable  gentleman  to  withdraw  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  MOSS  asked  if  he  was  to  understand  that 
this  matter  was  now  before  the  Public  Petitions 
Committee. 

Mr.  SWANSON  said  that  Committee  reported 
upon  it  some  time  ago,  and  the  Government  had 
acted  upon  their  report  by  abolishing  the  light 
dues. 
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Mr.  SHRIMSEI  hoped  the  honorable  member 
would  withdraw  the  resolution.  This  was  a 
serious  matter,  and  bj  adopting  the  couree  pro- 
posed they  would  onlj  be  pla^ying  into  the  hands 
of  a  few  shipowners  in  the  colony. 

Amendment  negatived. 

SUPPLY. 
The  House  went  into  Committee  of  Supplj. 

Glass  IV.— Postmastbb-Genebal  aio)  Com- 

HISSIOMBB  OF  TeLEOBAPHS. 

Chief  offices  and  sub-offices,  £32,896. 

Mr.  HALL  said  the  sum  shown  in  the  detailed 
estimates  was  £13,861 ,  but  the  amount  to  be  asked 
for  was  reduced  to  £32,896  because  tlie  Gorem- 
ment  were  onlv  taking  supplies  for  nine  months. 
He  would  restate,  for  the  information  of  tlie  Com- 
mittee, the  position  the  Gk>Temment  had  taken  up 
in  the  matter  of  these  estimate*.  When  they  were 
last  in  Committee,  the  honorable  member  for 
Cheriot  suggested  that,  if  the  House  accepted  the 
amendment  of  the  honorable  member  for  Waimea 
and  reduced  the  fin?t  vote  by  £25,  the  Government 
should  accept  that  as  an  indication  of  the  wish  of 
the  House  that  all  proposed  increases  on  salaries 
OTer  £200  a  year  shoiud  not  take  effect,  except 
in  one  or  two  special  cases.  The  Government 
accepted  the  suggestion,  the  amendment  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Waimea  was  carried,  and 
that  was  the  position  in  which  the  case  now  stood. 
The  period  of  the  session  at  which  the  Gorern- 
ment  came  into  office  rendered  it  impossible  that 
they  could  revise  (he  estimates  and  remodel  them ; 
but  they  had  been  considered,  and  there  were 
many  increases  proposed  which  the  Government 
did  not  think  should  be  given  elTect  to.  They 
had  accepted  the  amendment  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Waimea,  and  no  increases  would  be 
made  in  salaries  above  £200,  except  as  above 
stated.  In  the  case  of  salaries  under  £200,  the 
Government  would  go  fully  inio  the  facts  of  each 
case,  and  decide  whether  the  increase  should  bo 
made  or  not. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  wished  to  know  whether,  if 
carried,  the  Government  would  give  effect  to  the 
resolution  of  the  honorable  member  for  Christ- 
church  City  (.Mr.  Andrews),  that  all  salaries  above 
£200  should  be  reduced  5  per  cent. 

Mr.  HALL  faid  that,  if  carried,  the  Govern- 
ment would  be  bound  by  the  resolution. 

Mr.  ORMOND  n»ked  whether  the  increases  in 
salaries  had  been  paid  from  the  beginning  of  the 
present  year  its  they  appeared  on  the  estimates. 

Mr.  II ALL  Buid  they  had  not  been  paid  in  this 
department,  but  in  some  they  had  been.  Some 
of  the  increases  had  been  paid  in  the  Justice  and 
Native  Departments. 

Mr.  ORMOND  said  that,  as  the  honorable 
gentleman  was  giving  information  generally  upon 
the  ei«timate8,  he  would  like  to  know  whether  the 
increases  in  the  new  departments,  such  as  the 
Stores  Department  in  the  Public  Works,  which 
the  House  had  never  given  any  assent  to,  had 
been  paid  since  the  commencement  of  the  finan- 
cial J  ear. 

Mr.  HALL  was  not  able  \o  give  much  informa- 
tion with  regard  to  the  details  of  the  departments 
Jfr.  Swamon 


not  under  his  charge.  He  could  not  say  anything 
as  to  the  Stores  Department ;  but  with  regard  to 
the  Railway  Telegraph  Department,  which  was 
a  new  branch,  he  believed  the  salaries  appearing 
on  the  estimates  had  been  paid. 

Mr.  OISBORNE  asked  what  was  the  law  with 
regard  to  audit  and  control.  He  heard  with  oon* 
sideruble  surprise  from  the  honorable  gentleman 
that  tlie  practice  for  some  years  back  had  been 
to  allow  a  Minister,  on  his  own  responsibility,  to 
increase  the  salaries  of  public  officera  while  the 
House  was  in  session,  and  notwithstanding  that 
they  had  not  passed  this  increase.  That  seemed 
to  him  to  argue  a  radical  defect  in  the  aadit 
and  control.  What  right  had  the  Controller  or 
Auditor  to  pass  an  item  of  expenditure  on  the 
authority  of  a  Minister,  before  Parliament  bad 
appropriated  that  sum  ?  He  would  not  say  that 
it  was  an  insult  to  Parliament,  but  it  was  a  dire^ 
defiance  of  it. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  said  that  up  to  the  end  of 
1876,  whenever  an  increase  of  salary  was  proposed 
on  the  estimates,  that  increase  was  not  paid  until 
after  the  Appropriation  Act  was  passed. 

Major  ATKINSON  underatood  the  position  to 
be  this :  that  at  the  end  of  every  financial  yesur 
the  estimates  for  that  year  expired.  The  expen- 
diture after  that  period  and  until  the  next  Appro- 
priation Bill  was  passed  was  either  what  was 
known  as  unauthorized  expenditure  or  what  waa 
authorized  under  Imprest  Supply  Bills.  The  rule 
was,  for  Ministera  to  authorize  salaries  at  the  ratet 
which  they  intended  to  propose  to  Parliament, and, 
'  upon  their  informing  the  Auditors  of  those  rates, 
the  Auditors  authorized  the  payments.  There 
was  no  provision  in  law  on  the  subject,  but  that 
I  had  been  the  custom.  He  found  that  no  such 
'  authority  bad  been  given  since  the  last  Appro- 
priation Act  expired,  and  payments  had  been  made 
at  the  previous  rate*,  except  in  the  case  of  officera 
who  were  promoted  to  higher  stations,  which,  of 
course,  did  not  come  under  the  term  "  increases 
of  salaries." 

Vote,  Chief  offices  and  sub-offices,  £32,896, 
agreed  to. 

Conveyance  of  mails  by  sea,  £51,383. 

Mr.  READER  WOOD  called  attention  to 
what  was  really  a  bogus  item  in  these  estimates — 
namely,  "  Fiji  Service,  £2,500."  Thot  amount 
had  been  on  the  estimates  for  a  long  time, 
but  was  not  sufficient  for  the  service.  It  was 
believed  that,  if  the  amount  were  doubled,  a  Tery 
good  service  could  be  obtained  between  Auck- 
land, New  Caledonia,  and  Fiji.  There  vraa  a 
large  trade  between  these  places ;  but  it  was  at 
present  carried  on  by  small  schoonera,  and  there 
was  no  accommodation  for  passengers.  If  a 
decent  steamer  were  put  on  the  line,  it  was 
believed  that  a  great  deal  of  trade,  which  at  pre- 
sent went  to  Sydney,  would  be  brought  to  Auck- 
land. He  would  ask  the  Premier  whether  he 
would  not  take  this  £2,500  for  six  months,  and 
come  down  next  year  with  a  vote  for  £5,000  for 
the  service. 

Mr.  BO  WEN  would  call  attention  to  the  item, 
"  Wellington,  Kaikoura,  and  Ljttelton  Service, 
£360."  When  this  amount  was  first  put  on  the 
estimates  there  was  no  communication  with  Kai- 
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koura ;  but  at  present  there  were  rival  companies 
running  there,  and  the  effect  of  this  bonus  was 
rather  to  deter  competition  and  render  the  ser- 
Tice  exceedingly  erratic. 

Mr.  PITT  would  ask  the  GoTomment  to  take 
into  consideration  whether  it  was  necessarj  that 
(he  colony  should  retain  both  the  Suez  and  the 
San  Francisco  senrices.  There  was  also  the  rote 
of  £4,000  for  the  West  Coast,  Middle  Island,  ser- 
▼ioe.  He  thou<;ht  a  considerable  savin;]^  could  bo 
made  on  all  these  amounts  without  interfering 
•with  the  reasonable  requirements  of  the  colony  in 
the  matter  of  mail  services.  The  last  was  really 
a  luxury  that  was  not  required,  as  the  service 
could  bo  performed  for  a  much  less  amount  by 
boats  belonging  to  that  port  of  the  colony  which 
he  represented.  He  ho!d  heard  the  opinion  ex- 
pressed by  merchants  and  others  that  both  the 
Suez  and  San  Francisco  services  were  not  abso- 
lutely required,  and  in  his  opinion  it  would  be 
much  better  if,  instead  of  reducing  tho  salaries 
of  Civil  senrants  and  thereby  putting  them  to 
great  inconvenience,  the  House  could  do  away 
with  some  of  these  large  items. 

Mr.  SHEPHARD  moved,  That  the  item  bo  re- 
duced by  £1,000.  That  would  leave  £2,000  to 
the  eod  of  the  year  for  the  West  Coast,  Middle 
Island,  mail  service.  The  objection  to  this  sub- 
sidy was,  that  it  was  subsidizing  a  particidar  com- 
pany against  others  which  were  quite  willing  to 
carry  on  the  service  at  their  own  risk.  The  ser- 
vice paid  for  by  the  colony  was  not  carried  out 
nearly  as  well  as  that  which  was  carried  out  by 
the  private  company  which  ran  steamers  along 
that  part  of  the  coast.  When  the  vote  was  first 
passed,  it  was  only  intended  that  the  subsidy 
should  last  for  a  short  time,  in  order  to  encourage 
the  opening- up  of  a  service  along  that  part  of  the 
cotist;  but  it  was  still  retained,  although  there 
was  so  longer  a  necessity  for  it ;  and  he  thought 
it  was  quite  time  it  was  done  away  with. 

Mr.  GISBORNE  said  the  honorable  member 
for  Waimea  had  fallen  into  one  or  two  mistakes. 
He  seemed  to  think  that  the  service  ended  at 
Hokitika,  whereas  it  went  to  Jackson's  Bay,  Mar- 
tin's Bay,  and  the  Sounds.  He  believed  tenders 
were  always  called  for  the  service.  He  hoped  the 
Government  would  not  terminate  the  service  at 
Hokitika.  Th^re  were  places  south  of  Hokitika 
which  required  the  service  in  order  to  send  away 
their  produce  and  to  get  supplies.  He  did  not 
think  they  wanted  this  service  now  to  include 
the  East  Coast ;  it  should  simply  be  for  the  West 
Coast.  He  hoped  the  Government  would  not 
abolish  the  service  altogether,  as  it  was  very 
necessary  for  the  progress  of  settlement  on  the 
Coast. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  understood  that  the  prin- 
cipal reason  why  this  vote  was  kept  on  for  the 
last  year  or  two  v^  at,  that  there  was  an  absolute 
necessity  for  keeping  up  communication  with  the 
Martin's  Bay  Settlement  and  the  Sounds.  The 
position  was  now  very  much  altei*ed.  They  had 
erected  two  new  lighthouses  down  south,  which 
were  periodically  visited  by  one  of  the  Govern- 
ment steamers.  Sooner  tlmn  pay  this  Inrge  sum 
for  the  service  round  the  West  Coast,  they  shoidd 
arrange  for  this  Government  steamer  to  keep  up 


the  communication  with  one  or  two  small  settle- 
ments down  south. 

Mr.  McLean  wished  to  put  tlie  honorable 
member  for  Waimea  right.  He  did  not  speak  for 
the  purpose  of  supporting  or  rejecting  the  vote, 
because  he  was  interested  to  some  extent.  This 
service  was  started  by  the  Provincial  Government 
of  Otago,  and  was  carried  on  by  them  for  a  time. 
It  was  established  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  up 
communication  with  the  Martin's  Bay  settlement, 
and  other  settlements  along  that  coast.  There 
was  no  profit  on  the  subsidy  the  year  before  lost : 
on  the  contrary,  there  was  a  considerable  loss. 
Last  year  there  was  a  slight  profit.  He  could 
not  state  how  it  stood  this  year.  The  Govern- 
ment advertised  twice  for  tenders,  and  nobody 
but  the  Union  Company  tendered  for  it.  Tn« 
coast  was  a  long  one,  involving  a  great  deal  of 
steaming,  and  he  was  sorry  to  say  the  trade  was 
very  small,  and  was  not  increasing  on  the  West 
Coast.  Ho  did  not  think  it  would  be  advisable 
to  stop  the  service,  although  it  was  of  little  con- 
sequence to  wliom  the  sum  might  go.  Com- 
munication must  be  kept  up  on  that  coast.  He 
always  heard  tho  company  state  that  they  never 
cared  to  make  much  profit  out  of  the  service,  and 
he  always  objected  to  their  being  credited  with 
receiving  a  large  sum  of  public  money  when  it 
did  the  company  no  good. 

Mr.  REI]>  hoped  the  item  would  not  be  inter- 
fered with.  The  steamer  was  of  the  greatest 
service  on  the  We»t  Coast,  particularly  to  isolated 
districts  like  Jackson's  Bay,  Martin's  Bay,  and 
various  beaches  on  which  twenty  to  thirty  miners, 
and  in  one  case  two  hundred  miners,  were  at 
work.  They  had  no  other  means  of  communi- 
cation, and  it  would  be  a  great  misfortune  to 
interfere  with  this  service. 

Mr.^MACANDREW  quite  agreed  with  the 
proposed  reduction.  He  had  had  communica- 
tion with  the  owners  of  the  *'  Maori,"  and  they 
were  disposed  to  make  the  reduction.  He  thought 
a  communication  had  been  received  from  them 
since  these  estimates  were  made  up,  in  which  they 
a<rreed  to  a  slight  reduction.  He  did  not  know 
any  other  vessel  but  tho  "Maori"  which  waa 
suitable  for  the  service.  The  service  might  be 
carried  on  for  £3,000. 

Mr.  STEVENS,  with  reference  to  the  remarks 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Nelson  City  (Mr. 
Pitt),  wtis  under  tho  impression  that  the  Sues 
mail  route  wos  practically  a  source  of  no  ex- 
pense to  tho  colony.  Letters  conveyed  by  the 
Suez  route  were  conveyed,  not  on  the  ordinanr 
system  of  subsidy,  but  at  so  much  per  pound. 
He  therefore  wished  to  ask  now  if  there  was  anv 
loss  upon  that  system.  It  was  quite  clear  that,  if 
the  colony  received  us  much  postage  for  tho  let- 
ters as  was  charged  for  their  conveyance  by  the 
Suez  route,  it  would  be  a  heavy  loss  to  the  colony 
if  it  were  deprived  of  the  opportunity  of  sending 
letters  to  Europe  rid  S«iez. 

Mr.  ACTON  ADAMS  supported  the  amend- 
ment of  the  honorable  member  for  Waimea.  He 
hoped  that  the  service  in  its  present  bhape  would 
be  done  away  with.  It  was  unnecessary  that  the 
steamer  should  make  the  complete  circuit  of  the 
Middle  Island.    All  the  West  Coast  ports,  as  far 
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Eoutli  as  Hokitika,  were  served  from  Nelson. 
There  were  80ine  small  settleinents  south  of 
Hokitikn,  and  all  that  was  required  was  to  ex- 
tend the  service  from  Hokitika  to  those  small 
ports.  As  had  been  suggested  bj  the  honorable 
member  for  Totara,  those  small  ports  might  be 
served  by  one  of  the  Government  steamers.  lie 
thought  that,  if  the  GK>veroment  would  adopt  the 
suggestion  of  either  arranging  for  the  extension 
of  the  service  from  llokitika  to  the  small  settle- 
ments alluded  to,  or  arrange  for  the  Government 
boats  to  call  at  those  settlements  at  regular  in- 
tervals of  a  month,  nearly  the  whole  of  this  vote 
would  be  saved. 

Mr.  FINN  would  bo  in  favour  of  reducing 
this  vote  by  £2,000.  lie  thought  the  money 
would  be  better  spent  in  opening  up  road 
communication  between  Martin's  Bay  and  Lake 
Wakatipu,  where  there  were  three  hundred 
thousand  acres  of  agricultural  land  which  might 
be  opened  for  settlement.  Some  years  ago  a 
sum  for  this  purpose  had  been  promised  by  the 
Gt)vernment,  but  it  had  never  been  paid.  If 
this  sum  were  reduced  to  £2,000,  and  commu- 
nication opened  between  Hokitika  and  the  small 
settlements  referred  to,  that  would  answer  all 
purposes.  He  had  received  letters  from  settlers 
at  Martin's  Bay  asking  him  to  urge  upon  the 
Government  to  carry  out  the  promises  that  had 
previously  been  made.  A  number  of  gentle- 
men in  Australia  had  lately  formed  themselves 
into  a  company  to  come  to  New  Zealand.  Their 
intention  was  to  call  ot  Martin's  Bay,  and  then 
travel  overland  to  Lake  Wakatipu,  but  they  would 
meet  with  disappointment  when  they  found  that 
the  journey  was  impossible.  There  was  no  track 
between  these  two  places,  and  this  retarded  the 
opening  up  of  the  district  for  settlement ;  but, 
if  it  were  opened  up  as  was  promised,  he  had 
no  doubt  the  Land  Fund  of  the  colony  would  be 
increased  very  materially. 

Mr.  J.  B.  FISHER  would  be  sorry  to  see  this 
service  reduced,  as  it  was  a  very  useful  one; 
but  it  might  be  made  a  great  deal  more  useful 
without  any  extra  cost.  The  Government  had 
the  power  of  naming  the  ports  at  which  the 
steamers  should  call,  and  they  might  add  West 
Wanganui  and  Karamea  to  those  already  on  the 
list.  There  was  a  large  population  at  Karamea, 
and  the  people  were  left  without  any  suiRoient 
service  at  all.  If  this  service  were  continued, 
the  Government  should  arrange  for  the  steamers 
calling  there  every  month,  as  it  promised  to  be 
the  richest  agricultural  and  pastoral  district  on 
the  West  Coast. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  eaid  it  was  strictly  laid 
down  in  the  contract  that  the  vessels  should  cull 
there  if  required. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  it  should  be  a  condition  in 
the  contract  that  the  boat  should  call  at  Kammea, 
where  there  was  a  larger  number  of  inhabitants 
than  in  Jackson's  Bay  and  Martin's  Bay  together. 
It  would  be  better  for  the  Goverimient  to  spend 
the  money  in  constructing  a  road  from  Lake 
Wakatipu  to  Martin's  Bay.  The  Government 
should  consider  the  advisability  of  allowing  the 
Govenament  steamers  to  call  at  the  small  settle- 
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ments  on  the  West  Coast  every  two  months,  and 
also  of  opening  up  the  interior  by  roads. 

Mr.  SHEPHARD  thought  the  public  would 
be  very  much  better  served  than  at  present  if  the 
contract  did  not  require  the  steamers  to  make  the 
whole  circuit  of  the  Middle  Island.  Communica- 
tion might  be  made  more  frequent,  and  more 
places  might  be  touched  at,  which  were  now 
entirely  neglected. 

Mr.  HALL  said  that,  in  the  esse  of  scattered 
conmiunities  in  outlying  districts,  which  would 
not,  in  their  infancy,  be  within  the  reach  of 
trading  vessels,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  €K>vem- 
ment  to  give  some  assistance.  The  time  had  now 
arrived  when  the  whole  question  woidd  have  to 
be  reconsidered.  If  the  service  were  done  away 
with,  Martin's  Bay  and  other  settlements  would 
be  altogether  deserted.  It  was  the  duty  of  the 
Government  to  see  that  these  communities  were 
not  deserted,  but  that  communication  should  be 
kept  up  in  some  way.  At  present,  he  thought 
it  might  be  sufficient  to  ask  for  a  service  from 
Hokitika  to  the  various  settlements  mentioned, 
and  probably  that  service  could  be  obtained  at 
a  cheaper  rate  than  was  now  being  paid.  A  con- 
siderable part  of  the  vote  now  asked  for  had  been 
spent,  and  some  time  must  elapse  before  any  new 
arrangement  could  come  into  force.  The  House 
would  therefore  be  running  an  unreasonable  risk 
if  it  accepted  so  large  a  reduction  as  that  pro- 
posed by  the  honorable  member  for  Waimea. 
The  Government  would  be  willing  to  agree  to 
some  reduction.  He  would  ask  the  honorable 
gentleman  to  accept  the  assurance  of  the  Govern- 
ment that  the  whole  question  would  be  looked 
into,  with  the  view  of  improving  the  present 
aiTangement. 

Mr.  SHEPHARD  would  be  satisfied  if  the 
item  were  reduced  by  £250  instead  of  by  £1,000, 
after  the  assurance  given  by  the  Premier  that  the 
whole  matter  would  be  dealt  with  by  the  Govern- 
ment. He  would  move,  That  the  item  be  reduced 
by  £250. 

Mr.  KELLY  said  that,  when  this  vote  was  first 
brought  down  in  1875,  it  was  in  consequence  of  a 
proposal  made  to  subsidize  a  service  on  the  east 
coa«t  of  the  North  Island.  The  Government 
should  get  the  service  done  at  the  lowest  possible 
rate,  and  should  reduce  as  much  as  possible  all 
services  of  a  dubious  character. 

Mr.  HALL  said  that  a  tender  had  been  ac- 
cepted, within  the  last  ten  days,  for  a  service  from 
Wostport  to  Karamea. 

Amendment,  That  the  item  be  reduced  by  £250, 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  J.  B.  FISHER  drew  attention  to  the  item, 
"  AVellington,  Kaikoura,  and  Lyttelton  Service, 
1'3G0."  Overland  communication  existed  be- 
t^^een  Lyttelton  and  Kuikoura,  and  he  did  not 
think  there  was  any  necesfity  for  this  subsidy. 
These  mail  subsidies  should  only  be  given  for  tlie 
benefit  of  small  places,  in  order  to  connect  them 
with  the  large  centres ;  and  not  for  the  benefit  of 
the  latter,  to  connect  them  with  the  small  places. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  said  that,  although  Kaikoura 
contained  a  large  number  of  industrious  farmers 
and  settlers,  it  had  received  no  benefit  from  the 
railways  or  any  of  the  public  works.     It  had 
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contributed  largelj  to  those  objects,  and  would 
pay  more,  under  the  general  property  tax,  than 
the  whole  of  the  West  Coast  put  together.  He 
admitted  that  in  its  present  form  the  subsidy  was 
not  desirable.  He  did  not  wish  to  retain  it  in 
that  form,  but  he  hoped  the  amount  would  be 
capitalized,  and  deroted  to  so  improving  the 
harbour  as  to  render  this  bonus  unnecessary. 
The  district  would  be  better  served  by  nn  ex- 
penditure of  that  kind  made  at  once,  than  by  the 
continuance  of  these  bonuses.  But,  until  some 
such  arrangement  as  that  was  made,  )ie  trusted 
the  House  would  leave  the  matter  to  the  Go- 
Ternment,  to  whom  he  had  already  intimated 
that  in  its  present  form  the  subsidy  was  not 
useful,  and  that  the  district  ought  to  receive  it  in 
tome  other  shape. 

Mr.  SHBIMSKI  said  that,  as  they  were  going 
in  for  retrenchment,  they  might  dispense  with 
this  expenditure.  If  there  was  sufficient  trade 
there,  steamers  would  be  induced  to  go  to  Kai- 
koura  without  any  subsidy. 

Mr.  J.  B.  FISHER  thought  the  remarks  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Cheviot  were  rather  in 
favour  of  striking  out  the  item.  He  would  be 
very  happy  to  support  the  honorable  gentleman 
if  he  would  bring  down  a  proposal  for  tlie  im- 
provement of  the  harbour ;  but,  in  the  meantime, 
he  thought  the  Committee  might  strike  out  this 
£300,  especially  as  it  appeared  that  by  doing  so 
they  would  not  injure  Kaikoura. 

Mr.  HALL  said  the  Committee  should  bear  in 
mind  that,  owing  to  the  time  of  the  year,  and 
the  f3et  that  only  nine  months'  estimates  were 
being  taken,  more  than  half  the  vote  was  already 
spent,  and  also  that,  even  if  the  Committee  de- 
termined upon  an  alteration,  a  considerable  time 
must  elapse  before  it  could  take  effect.  Although, 
in  the  early  stages  of  steam  navigation,  and 
during  the  infancy  of  the  coast  settlements,  it 
might  be  desirable  to  subsidize  steamers,  yet 
gradually  the  time  arrived  when  population  and 
trade  became  sufficient  to  insure  regular  commu- 
nication. He  believed  it  was  a  question  whether 
in  the  case  of  Kaikoura  that  time  had  not  arrived. 
He  did  not  think  it  would  be  wise  to  determine 
that  question  now.  He  would  make  full  inquiry 
during  the  recess,  and,  if  it  should  be  found  that 
this  subsidy  could  fairly  be  discontinued,  it  would 
not  appear  again  on  the  estimates. 

Mr.  SHRIMSKI  remarked  that,  if  what  the 
honorable  member  for  Cheviot  said  about  the 
population  of  Kaikoura  and  its  large  contribution 
to  the  revenue  was  true,  it  went  to  show  there  was 
no  longer  any  necessity  for  this  subsidy. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  thought  it  would  be  much 
better  to  make  an  alteration  now  than  to  leave  the 
matter  in  the  hands  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  J.  B.  FISHER  suggested  that  the  item 
should  be  reduced  to  £230,  which  was  the  amount 
spent  last  year. 

Mr.  HALL  would  repeat  that  the  sum  put 
down  was  only  for  nine  months,  half  of  which 
period  had  already  expired. 

Mr.  BO  WEN  thought  that,  under  the  circum- 
stances,  it  would  bo  better  not  to  reduce  the 
amount,  but  to  accept  the  promise  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  look  into  the  matter. 


Mr.  McLEAN  was  of  opinion  that  the  money 
granted  for  this  service  might  be  applied  in  a 
manner  which  would  be  much  more  satisfactory 
to  the  district  concerned  than  was  the  existing 
arrangement.  He  did  not  think,  however,  that 
the  item  should  be  cut  off  from  the  present  esti- 
mates. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  said  that  next  session  they 
would  be  in  exactly  the  same  position  as  they 
were  in  now,  unless  the  Government  would 
accept  it  as  the  feeling  of  the  Home  that  this 
service  should  be  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  HALL  thought  that  the  Government  were 
entitled  to  a  certain  amount  of  confidence  from 
the  House  in  these  matters,  and  that  the  Com- 
mittee should  be  satisfied  with  the  information  ho 
had  already  given. 

Mr.  GEORGE  moved.  That  the  item,  "Wel- 
lington and  Patea  Service  (six  months),  £150," 
be  reduced  by  £50.  Thera  was  an  overland  mail 
twice  a  week  to  Patea,  and,  if  £50  were  struck  off, 
the  sum  would  be  just  the  same  as  that  expended 
last  year. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  said  it  would  save  time  if 
it  were  borne  in  mind  that  all  these  contracts  ex- 
tended over  the  year,  and  that  engagements  had 
been  entered  into  which  covered  nearly  the  whole 
of  these  votes. 

Mr.  GEORGE  said  this  subsidy  had  one 
month  more  to  run,  and  it  would  be  sufficient 
if  the  Government  would  give  an  assurance  that 
at  the  end  of  that  time  it  would  lapse. 

Mr.  HALL  said  the  service  would  end  on  the 
8 let  December,  and  the  sum  specified  in  this  vote 
was  necessary  to  pay  the  subsidy  up  to  that  date. 
With  regard  to  the  item,  "Fiji  Service,"  the 
honorable  member  for  Waitemata  had  pointed  out 
that  the  sum  of  £2,500,  which  was  placed  on  the 
estimates,  would  not  be  sufficient  to  maintain 
steam  communication  with  Fiji  for  the  year,  and 
he  suggested  that  the  amount  should  be  taken 
as  a  subsidy  for  six  months,  which  would  vir- 
tually be  authorizing  the  Government  to  enter 
into  a  contract  at  the  rate  of  £5,000  a  year.  The 
Government  would  be  very  glad  indeed  to  feel 
themselves  justified  in  expending  that  sum  for 
the  purpose  of  encouraging  trade  with  Fiji,  but 
the  financial  position  in  which  they  found 
themselves  at  present  was  such  that,  after  full 
consideration,  they  did  not  fed  justified  in  ex- 
pending such  a  sum  on  what  would  be  an  experi- 
ment. Two  years  ago,  circumstances  were  favour- 
able to  the  establishment  of  this  service,  and  he 
was  given  to  understand  it  could  then  have  been 
established  for  £2,500.  But  in  the  meantime  a 
large  trade  had  sprung  up  between  Fiji  and 
Melbourne,  and  it  was  very  doubtful  wliether 
£2,500  would  now  suffice  to  keep  a  steamer. 
Under  all  the  circumsttinces,  he  would  not  object 
to  the  item  being  struck  out. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  was  sorry  to  hear  the  honor- 
able gentleman  make  that  statement.  His  own 
argument  went  against  the  adoption  of  such  a 
course.  If,  as  the  honorable  gentleman  said,  the 
trade  between  Fiji  and  Melbourne  was  being  more 
rapidly  developed,  that  was  all  the  more  reason 
why  New  Zealand  should  retain  what  she  could 
of  it.   The  Auckland  members,  who  were  perhaps 
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in  the  best  position  to  judge  of  the  value  of  the 
trade,  would  be  willing  that  the  amount  be  in- 
creased lo  £5,000  if  necewary. 

Mr.  VV.  Jk  HUBST  hoped  the  Premier  would 
give  an  assurance  that  next  year,  if  the  circum- 
stances of  tlic  colony  were  more  favourable,  a 
sum  would  be  placed  on  the  estimates  to  assist  in 
the  development  of  the  trade,  not  only  with  Fiji, 
but  with  New  Caledonia  also. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  differed  from  the  honorable 
gentlemen.  Ue  hoped  tlioy  would  hear  no  more 
of  these  South  Sea  Bubbles.  It  was  tbe  duty  of 
the  House  to  economize,  and  here  was  a  sum  of 
£2,500  which  might  at  once  be  cut  off. 

Mr.  GISBOB^'£  thought  it  a  pity  to  retain  on 
the  estimates  items  that  would  not  be  spent.  He 
moved,  That  the  item  be  struck  out. 

Mr.  HALL  had  no  objection  to  give  the  assur- 
ance asked  for  by  the  honorable  meuiber  for 
Auckland  City  Weft.  If  there  was  any  possi- 
biUty  of  establishing  a  steam  service  between 
Fiji  and  New  Zealand,  tbe  Qoremment  would 
next  year  make  no  objection  to  a  bonus  being 
offered  for  the  purpose ;  but  at  the  present  time 
it  could  not  be  done. 

Mr.  BEADER  WOOD  said  the  honorable 
eentleman  had  not  done  what  he  hoped  he  would 
have  been  able  to  do.  There  were  two  alterna- 
tives in  the  matter — either  to  say  that  £6,000 
should  be  given  for  the  establishment  of  a  service 
with  Fiji  and  New  Caledonia,  and  that  this 
£2,500  should  be  part  of  that  sum,  or  to  strike 
out  the  amount  altogether.  It  was  no  use  swell- 
ing the  estimates  with  items  that  were  not  to  bo 
expended.  If  a  service  of  the  kind  could  be  esta- 
blished it  would  increase  the  trade  of  the  colony 
and  swell  the  Customs  receipts.  If  the  honor- 
able gentleman  said  they  could  not  afford  any 
more  of  these  subsidies,  there  was  an  end  of  it. 

Mr.  HALL  said  he  had  merely  assured  the 
honorable  member  for  Auckland  City  West  that 
the  Government  would  put  a  sum  on  the  esti- 
mates next  year  if  they  saw  their  way  to  do  so ; 
but  he  certainly  did  not  see  his  way  to  put  on 
£5,000  now. 

Mr.  SHRIMSKI  hoped  the  Government  would 
not  enter  into  any  contract  without  consulting  the 
House. 

Mr.  KELLT  said  the  item  had  been  on  the 
estimates  for  four  years.  At  first  it  was  £2,000, 
then  it  was  £2,500,  and  now  it  was  proposed  to 
make  it  £5,000.  Having  regard  to  the  circum- 
stances of  the  colony  it  ought  to  be  struck  out. 

Item,  *•  Fiji  service,  £2,500,"  struck  out. 

Mr.  HALL,  in  answer  to  the  question  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Nehon  City  (Mr.  Pitt)  as 
to  whether  it  was  desirable  to  keep  up  the  San 
Francisco  Service  and  the  Suez  Service,  said  the 
Government  were  of  opinion  that  it  was.  The 
San  Francisco  Service  was  set  down  in  the  esti- 
mates as  costing  £32,000 ;  but  when  the  receipts 
from  postages  and  other  colonies  were  deducted 
the  net  cost  was  only  £12,000.  In  his  opinion, 
the  advantages  of  this  communicaiion  witli 
America  more  than  counterbalanced  the  cost. 
Then,  as  to  the  Suez  Service.  Practically,  the 
position  of  the  matter  was  this :  They  paid 
through  the  colony  who  maintained  the  service  at 
Mr.  Speighi 


the  rate  of  Is.  7d.  per  ounce  for  letters  broagbt 
by  the  Suez  steamer  io  Melbourne.  Thftt  repre- 
sented the  total  postage  of  sixpence  per  single 
letter ;  but  they  did  not  receive  the  whole  of 
that,  because  the  Imperial  Post  Office  kept  what 
it  called  its  inland  rate.  The  whole  net  cost  of 
the  Suez  Service  to  New  Zealand  was  about 
£2,300 ;  but  in  addition  to  that  we  had  to  par 
£5,000  for  the  intercolonial  service  between  Mel- 
bourne and  the  Bluff,  making  altogether  £7,000. 
He  did  not  think  the  colony  would  be  tatisfied 
to  be  cut  off  fiX)m  the  Suez  Service.  Aa  to  the 
bonuses,  under  the  contract  with  the  Pacific  Mail 
Steamship  Company  they  had  to  pa^  a  bonus 
upon  the  arrival  of  the  steamers  within  contract 
time.  The  Company  used  very  efficient  steamers*, 
and,  as  a  rule,  they  arrived  in  less  than  contract 
time.     Consequently,  bonuses  had  to  be  paid. 

Mr.  GISBORNE  said  that  only  £600  out  of 
the  £2,000  voted  last  year  had  to  be  paid,  and,  as 
it  was  no  use  crowding  the  estimates  with  sums 
that  would  not  have  to  be  paid,  he  should  move, 
That  the  item  be  reduced  by  £1,500. 

Mr.  HALL  said  that,  in  consequence  of  a  modi- 
fication of  the  service,  the  whole  sum  might  be 
required. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  wished  to  know  why 
£9,000  was  put  down  for  the  Suex  Service,  when 
last  year  only  £1,577  had  been  expended. 

Mr.  HALL  explained  that  Victoria  had  not 
sent  in  accounts  for  the  last  two  quarters  of  the 
pai^t  year.  The  full  amount  was  therefore  re- 
quired. 

Mr.  GISBORNE  would  like  to  know  whether 
the  amount  for  the  Suez  Service  could  not  be 
reduced  by  making  an  arrangement  that  the 
English  letters  should  be  brought  by  tbe  same 
steamers  that  perform  the  intercolonial  service, 
for  which  a  subsidy  of  £5,000  was  paid.  He 
would  move,  That  the  amount  be  reduced  by 
£2,000. 

Mr.  PITT  pointed  out  that  the  effect  of  not 
subsidizing  the  steamers  that  brought  the  Sues 
mails  would  be,  that  the  Company  would  take  care 
that  its  steamers  left  Melbourne  just  before  the 
Suez  mail  arrived,  and  would  compel  the  Govern- 
ment to  renew  the  subsidy  by  putting  the  public 
to  great  inconvenience. 

Mr.  SHRIMSKI  thought  that  the  Government 
steamers  might  be  used  for  bringing  over  the  Sues 
mails,  instei^  of  lying  idle  in  harbour. 

Mr.  REEVES  said  that,  as  steamers  leaving 
Melbourne  were  compelled  to  carry  mails,  the 
subsidy  for  the  intercolonial  service  might  be 
struck  out  altogether.  As  for  the  Company  start- 
ing their  steamers  just  before  the  Sues  mail  ar- 
rived, they  were  not  likely  to  do  that,  as  they 
would  lo^e  the  passengers. 

Mr.  BO  WEN  would  point  out  that  the  Oom- 
patiy  would  not  do  eo  out  of  revenge,  but  they 
woidd  not  put  themselves  out  of  the  way  to  make 
their  steamers  start  immediately  on  the  arrival  of 
the  Suez  mail,  which  was  what  this  colony  wanted. 
As  for  the  suggestion  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Waitaki  (Mr.  Shrimski),  it  would,  if  carried 
out,  involve  the  colony  in  much  greater  expense 
than  paying  the  subaidv. 

Mr.  HALL  hoped  the  Committee  would  oon« 
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aider  Tery  seriouilj  what  it  was  about  to  do,  before 
it  struck  off  this  subsidj.  There  was  no  doubt, 
if  the  Company  did  not  receive  a  subsidj  to  wait 
for  the  arriral  of  the  Suez  mail,  they  would  make 
their  steamers  start  when  it  suited  their  own  com- 
mercial conTenionce,  and  the  mails  misbt  be  left 
at  Melbourne  for  a  week  or  more.  When  it  was 
considered  that  the  desire  for  a  quick  delivery  of 
the  mails  was  so  great  on  the  part  of  the  public 
that  pressure  had  been  put  on  the  late  Govern- 
ment to  run  special  trains  to  convey  them,  in- 
stead of  waiting  for  the  ordinary  (rains,  he 
would  ask  honorable  members  to  reBect  how  the 
people  would  receive  a  proposition  that  would 
have  the  effect  of  delaying  the  English  mails  in 
Melbourne  for  a  week  at  a  time.  It  was  an  error 
to  suppose  that  it  cost  the  colony  as  much  as 
£0,000  a  year  for  the  conveyance  of  these  mails 
by  sea,  because  a  large  proportion  of  that  amount 
was  returned  in  the  shape  of  postage.  If  this 
item  were  struck  out,  the  country  would  hare 
to  pay  a  penny  a  letter  for  all  letters  conveyed  by 
these  steamers,  and  that  would  amount  to  very 
nearly  as  much  as  the  present  charge,  while  the 
communication  would  not  be  regular. 

Mr.  GISBORNE,  on  reflecting  that,  by  adopt- 
ing his  suggestion,  letters  from  the  colony  might 
miss  the  Suez  steamer  at  Melbourne,  would  ask 
leave  to  withdraw  his  amendment. 

Mr.  Gisbome's  amendment,  by  leave,  with- 
drawn. 

Mr.  MoLEAN  wished  it  to  be  understood  that 
he  was  not  taking  any  interest  in  this  proposed 
reduction  of  the  subsidy  for  convening  the  Suez 
mail.  As  Chairman  of  the  Union  Company,  he 
would  guarantee  that,  subsidy  or  no  subsidy,  the 
Company  would  do  nothing  that  would  injure 
New  Zealand.  He  had  taken  very  great  interest 
in  the  Company,  not  from  any  desire  to  benefit 
himself,  and  he  was  proud  to  say  that  they  had 
achieved  a  success  that  ought  to  bo  very  gratifying 
to  the  people  of  New  2«ealand.  The  Company 
had  enemies  enough  in  other  colonies,  where  they 
had  succeeded  in  establishing  a  trade,  and  it  did 
not  become  any  member  of  that  House  to  sneer 
at  them.  The  payment  of  a  subsidy  was  really 
no  extra  advantage  to  the  Company,  because  the 
steamers  bad  frequently  to  be  kept  at  places,  to 
the  great  inconvenience  of  passengers,  and  at  con- 
siderable expense,  in  order  to  keep  the  contract 
time  and  wait  for  mails.  He  might  point  out 
that  the  contract  was  made  with  the  previous 
owners  of  the  steamers,  that  it  had  another  year 
to  run,  and  that  the  colony  must  pay  for  it. 

Mr.  W.  J.  HURST  asked  the  Premier  to  ex- 
plain why  so  large  a  sum  as  £1,750  was  put  down 
for  mail  agents  and  travelling  expenses,  when 
last  year  only  £706  was  expended. 

Mr.  HALL  explained  that  last  year  mail  agents 
were  not  permanent  officers,  and  the  duty  was 
performed  by  officers  of  the  department  in  turn, 
who  received  their  ordinary  salaries.  Now,  how- 
ever, regular  mail  agents  were  appointed,  and  the 
full  amount  in  the  estimates  would  be  required. 

Mr.  W.  J.  HURST  thought  it  was  rather  an 
advantage  that  postmasters  should  do  the  work, 
as  officers  who  happened  not  to  bo  in  good  hcullh 


could  be  sent  for  the  trip,  and  at  less  cost  than 
was  proposed  now. 

Mr.  HALL  said  there  was  no  doubt  that  it  was 
for  Boiue  reasons  an  advantage  to  employ  post- 
masters and  other  officers  occasionally  ns  mail 
agents;  but  there  was  also  a  disadvantage.  The 
work  was  done  under  pressure ;  there  was  a  large 
ainount  to  be  done  in  a  limited  time ;  and  thej 
must  have  officers  who  were  trained  for  the  work. 
There  were  now  three  permanent  agents  and  three 
assistants.    There  were  two  officers  on  each  boat. 

Mr.  LUNDON  said,  with  reference  to  the  item, 
"  Auckland  steam  services,"  that  the  late  Govern- 
ment promised  to  place  £1,000  on  the  estimates 
for  a  subsidy  to  a  vessel  to  ply  between  Onehunga 
and  Hokianga.  He  would  ask  if  that  service  was 
included  in  this  item. 

Mr.  GEORGE  hoped  the  Premier  had  also 
included  an  item  with  regard  to  which  he  had 
waited  upon  him.  He  referred  to  a  steam  ser- 
vice for  the  Great  Barrier  Island.  There  were  a 
number  of  people  living  there,  and  they  were 
entitled  to  a  certain  amount  of  public  money. 

Mr.  HALL  was  sorry  he  could  not  give  the 
honorable  gentleman  any  satisfaction.  The  Go- 
vernment did  not  see  their  way  to  subsidize  steam 
services  to  every  island  on  the  coast.  If  they  did 
so,  he  was  afraid  the  estimates  would  be  swelled 
to  a  very  large  amount.  With  regard  to  Hoki- 
anga, his  answer  must  be  the  same.  One  thou- 
sand pounds  was  a  large  sum  to  pay  for  such 
a  service.  They  were  never  told  that  the  late 
Government  made  the  promise  referred  to,  and, 
even  if  they  had  been,  he  did  not  think  that  they 
would  feel  justified  iu  asking  the  House  to  vote 
£1,0()0  for  that  service. 

Tote,  Conveyance  of  mails  by  sea,  as  reduced, 
£18,633,  agreed  to. 

Conveyance  of  inland  mails,  £24,563,  agreed 
to. 

Carriage  of  mails  by  railways,  £6,120. 

Mr.  HALL  explained  that  the  reason  of  the 
item  was,  that  the  Railway  Department  had  com- 
plained that  it  was  not  fair  that  they  did  not  re- 
ceive tome  allowance  for  services  performed  for 
the  Post  Office.  It  was  part  of  their  work,  and 
should  be  represented  in  their  earnings.  It  was 
done  in  all  the  other  colonies,  and  he  thought  it 
was  only  fair  to  the  Railway  Department  that 
this  allowance  should  bo  made.  It  would  not 
cost  anything,  and  was  only  taking  the  money 
out  of  one  pocket  and  putting  it  into  another. 

Mr.  J.  B.  FISHER  thought  it  was  unfair  to 
the  public  creditor  that  the  revenue  of  the  rail- 
way should  be  made  to  appear  £6,000  more  than 
it  really  was. 

Mr.  J.  T.  FISHER  said  that,  if  the  Railway 
Department  was  credited  in  this  way,  the  Tele- 
graph Department  should  also  be  credited  in  the 
same  way.  The  Telegraph  Department  did  work 
for  all  other  departments,  and  they  showed  the 
amount  of  business  done  in  their  accounts.  He 
did  not  see  why  the  Railway  Department  could 
not  have  credit  in  the  same  way. 

Mr.  BO  WEN  knew  there  was  a  feeling  in  all 
the  departments  that  they  should  get  credit  for 
work  dune  for  other  departments.  But  it  meant 
nn  increase  of  book-keepmg,  and  it  also  meant 
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more  clerks.  Throughout  the  whole  of  the  Go- 
vernment service  there  was  a  great  deal  of  un- 
necessary correspondence  and  hook-keeping ;  and 
if  they  had  to  credit  what  was  done  by  one 
department  for  another  department  they  would 
have  more  expense.  He  had  always  been  averse 
to  this  constant  demand  by  departments  to  be 
credited  for  what  they  did  for  other  departments. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  it  could  not  make  any  dif- 
erence,  as  the  department  had  to  keep  a  certain 
number  of  books.  It  was  only  fnir  that  the  rail- 
way Department  should  be  credited  with  the  whole 
of  the  work  it  did. 

Mr.  KELLY  moved,  That  the  item  be  struck 
out. 

Mr.  OLIVER  hoped  the  item  would  not  be 
struck  out,  seeing  that  the  contract  which  was 
formerly  entered  into  for  carrying  the  mails  was 
greater  than  the  charge  made  by  the  Railway 
Department,  and  the  mails  were  carried  more 
regularly  and  speedily.  Each  department  should 
sliow  its  proper  earnings,  and  charge  for  them. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  would  not  like  to  see  the 
item  struck  out.  The  fact  of  charging  the  work 
done  by  one  department  for  another  had  a  very 
wholesome  effect  upon  the  service,  and  he  should 
be  very  sorry  to  see  any  attempt  made  to  alter 
this  system. 

Mr.  J.  T.  FISHER  said  if  the  Railway  De- 
partment was  to  have  a  sum  of  money  voted  for 
it  he  did  not  see  why  the  same  thing  should  not 
apply  to  the  Telegraph  Department,  as  it  did  a 
great  deal  of  work  for  the  other  departments. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  this  arrangement  had 

E reduced  a  saving  to  the  Post  Office,  as  it  had 
itherto  to  pay  a  large  amount  for  the  convey- 
ance of  the  mails.  If  this  item  were  struck  out, 
it  would  appear  that  the  Post  Office  was  doing 
the  same  work  at  a  less  rate,  which  would  not  be 
fair  to  that  department. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE  suggested  that  a  statement 
could  easily  be  prepared,  showing  what  each  de- 
partment might  fairly  claim  from  any  other  de- 
partment. It  would  be  very  much  better  not  to 
begin  this  new  sjst^em. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  could  not  see  any  pos- 
sible objection  to  passing  this  item.  The  railway 
expenditure  had  increased  in  connection  with  the 
carriage  of  these  mails,  especially  for  special 
trains.  It  was  important  that  the  real  earnings 
of  the  roilways  should  appear  to  their  credit.  If 
the  item  were  doubled  the  country  would  be  a 
gainer,  as  they  had  been  paying  a  much  larger 
sum  to  the  postal  contractors. 

Question  put,  "That  a  sum  of  £6,120  be 
granted  for  carriage  of  mails  by  railway  ;"  upon 
which  a  division  was  called  for,  with  the  follow- 
ing result : — 

Ayes         44 

Noes         18 


Majority  for 


Mr.  AUwright, 
Mr.  Andrews, 
Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Bain, 

Mr,  Bowen 


26 


Atbb. 

I  Mr.  Ormond, 

I  Mr.  Pitt, 
Mr.  Reeves, 
Mr.  Kichmondi 


Mr.  Beethara, 
Captain  Colbeck, 
Mr.  Dick, 
Mr.  Driver, 
Mr.  Finn, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  HaU, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Mr.  H.  Hiri.t, 
Mr.  W.  J.  Hurst, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Ireland, 
Mr.  Lefin, 
Mr.  Masters, 
Mr.  McCaughan, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Moss, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Oliver, 


I  Mr.  Richardson, 
I  Mr.  Rollcdton, 
I  Mr.  Saunders, 
'  Mr.  Shephard, 

Mr.  Stevens, 
I  Mr.  Studholme, 
I  Mr.  Swanson, 
'  Mr.  Tainui, 
I  Mr.  Tawhai, 
I  Mr.  Tomoana, 

Mr.  Tumbull, 
!  Mr.  Wakefield, 
i  Mr.  Whitaker, 
I  Major  Willis, 
,  Mr.  Reader  Wood. 
I 

I  Tellers, 

\  Mr.  Macandrew, 
!  Mr.  Sutton. 


Nobs. 


Mr.  Barron,  Mr.  Reid, 

Mr.  Bowen,  Mr.  Seddon, 

Mr.  De  Lautour,  Mr.  Shrimski, 

Mr.  J.  B.  Fisher,  Mr.  Speight, 

Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher,  i  Mr.  Thomson, 

Mr.  Oisbome,  |  Colonel  Trimble. 

Mr.  Hisbp,  I 

Mr.  Johnston,  I  Tellers, 

Captain  Kenny,  |  Mr.  George, 

Mr.  Lundon,  i  Mr.  Kelly. 

The  amendment  was  consequently  negatived, 
and  the  vote  agreed  to. 

Telegraph  Department,  £83,001. 
Mr.  HALL  would  like  to  make  a  few  general 
remarks  on  this  item,  as  there  was  a  con- 
siderable increase,  which  required  explanation. 
The  actual  work  done  by  the  department  had 
increased  very  largely  of  late  years.  During 
1877,  the  total  number  of  telegrams  transmitted 
was  1,134,000;  during  1878,  1,260,000;  and 
during  the  year  ending  the  30th  of  June,  1879, 
1,448,000.  Since  the  latter  date,  owing  to  the 
prevailing  commercial  depression,  the  work  done 
by  the  department  had  fallen  off.  The  revenue 
received  during  the  last  quarter  had  diminished, 
and  his  honorable  friend  the  Treasurer,  tmkins  a 
prudent  view  of  probabilities,  had  estimated  a 
decrease  in  the  income  during  the  curront  year. 
But,  unfortunately,  that  did  not  mean  any  con- 
siderable decrease  in  the  work,  because  the  publio 
of  this  colony  were  not  satisfied  with  having  only 
such  stations  as  really  paid  their  own  expenses. 
It  was  a  somewhat  remarkable  fact  that,  of  the 
stations  which  had  been  opened  throughout  the 
colony,  only  a  third  paid  their  expenses.  Prae* 
tically  speaking,  the  large  stations  paid  the  ex- 
penses of  the  small  ones.  He  did  not  mean  to 
say  that  a  new  station  should  not  be  opened 
under  any  circumstances  if  it  would  not  pay  ite 
expenses.  The  telegraph  was  a  civilizing  agent 
which,  he  thought,  they  could  well  afford  to  paj 
for ;  but  they  had  been  rather  too  extravagant 
in  this  direction.  When  he  had  the  honor 
of  being  Telegraph  Commissioner,  about  eleven 
years  ago,  he  refused,  as  a  general  rule,  to 
estabUsh  any  station  which  was  not  likelj  to 
pay  its  expenses,  unless  the  pubhc  in  the  iiu* 
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mediate  neighbourhood  guaranteed  to  make  up, 
to  a  reasonable  extent,  atij  deficiency  in  the 
rerenue.  The  gentlemen  who  had  held  office 
since  had  thought  it  right  to  depart  from  that 
rule,  and  the  result  had  been  that  bjr  far  the 
greater  number  of  the  stations  did  not  pay 
their  working  expenses.  This  item,  as  ho  had 
stated,  showed  a  considerable  increase,  owing  to  a 
rariety  of  causes.  Firstly,  d  uring  the  current  year 
fifteen  new  stations  were  opened  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  public,  at  a  cost  of  £2,000.  The 
number  of  offices  open  in  June,  1877,  was  155  ; 
in  June,  1878, 182 ;  in  June,  1879, 195;  and  since 
then  the  number  had  reached  210.  That  ac- 
counted to  a  great  extent  for  the  increase  in  t lie 
estimates.  There  had  also  been  an  additional 
hundred  miles  of  line  constructed,  which  invoWed 
the  employment  of  another  lineman.  There  was 
a  considerable  increase  also  under  the  liead  of 
•*  Cadets."  These  youngsters  entered  the  depart- 
ment at  a  Tery  trifling  salary,  but  with  an  under- 
standing or  contract  that  they  should  receive 
during  the  first  two  years  of  their  service  such 
small  increases  as  would  enable  them  t^  lire,  and, 
at  the  be»t,  what  was  paid  them  did  very  little 
more  than  that.  There  was  a  considerable  in- 
crease in  the  expenditure  owing  to  what  wns 
called  the  "special- wire  arrangement."  Under 
that  arrangement  a  large  number  of  offices  had  to 
be  kept  open  for  much  longer  hours  than  was  the 
case  before.  Instead  of  closing  nt  ten  o'clock, 
they  were  kept  open  until  one  o'clock  in  the 
morning.  There  were  thirty-five  of  these  offices, 
and  the  additional  expenditure  involved  was  about 
£3,500. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.— What  is  paid  for  the 
special  wire? 

Mr.  HALL. — Four  thousand  pounds. 

Mr.  GEORaE.— Then  there  is  a  profit  ? 

Mr.  HALL. — No.  That  was  the  expenditure 
at  the  several  stations,  but,  of  course,  there  were 
other  expenses  besides.  However,  he  would  not 
go  into  the  expediency  of  the  special-wire  ar- 
rangement at  the  present  time,  but  was  merely 
pointing  out  that  this  was  one  reason  for  the 
increase  in  the  estimates.  There  was  also  an 
increase  in  consequence  of  doing  away  with  the 
system  of  overtime,  which  had  grown  to  a  very 
undesirable  extent,  and  which  the  late  Govern- 
ment desired  to  put  an  end  to.  In  order  to 
do  that,  they  proposed  to  increase  the  hours 
during  which  the  officers  might  be  called  upon  to 
remain  on  duty,  and  to  make  some  addition  to 
their  salaries.  They  also  proposed  to  increase 
the  staff  to  some  extent,  in  order  to  meet  the 
extension  of  the  hours.  There  was  hardly  any 
increase  of  more  than  £20,  and,  with  few  ex- 
ceptions, the  salaries  which  it  was  proposed  to 
increase  were  under  £200.  As  he  had  already 
stated,  with  that  exception,  the  Government 
would  undertake  that  no  increase  on  salaries  over 
£200  should  take  effect.  There  was  an  increase 
in  the  item  for  contingencies,  the  vote  for  which 
was  last  year  found  to  be  insufficient.  The  sum 
last  year  voted  for  stationery  also  was  found  to 
be  only  half  of  what  was  required. 

Mr.  SHRIMSKI  said  there  was  a  petition 
before  the  House,  signed  by  the  officers  of  the 
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Telegraph  Department,  praying  that  their  posi- 
tion should  be  taken  into  consideration,  and  he 
would  ask  the  honorable  gentleman  to  consent  to 
postpone  the  telegraph  estimates  until  the  peti- 
tion had  been  considered  by  the  Committee  to 
which  it  had  been  referred. 

Mr.  REEVES  pointed  out  that  there  was  no 
provision  made  for  telegraph  communication  be- 
tween Farewell  Spit  and  Motueka. 

Mr.  UALL  said  that  was  not  an  expenditure 
which  would  appear  in  these  estimates.  It  was  a 
matter  of  construction,  and,  if  undertaken,  would 
be  placed  on  the  public  works  estimates. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  pointed  out  that  the  salaries 
of  the   tele^n^phists  and  postmastera  were  not 
fairly  divided  between  the  two  departmenta,  more 
than  two-thirds  of  the  total  amount  of  the  salaries 
being  charged  to  the  Telegraph  Department.    He 
was  not  prepared  to  say  that  the  officials  of  this 
department  were  overpaid  :  in  fact,  it  was  a  ques- 
'  tion  whether  they  were  paid  as  well  as  the  officials 
'  of  the  other  departments  of  the  Civil  Service. 
But,  on  the  other  hand,  there  was  a  want  of  sys- 
'  tern  throughout  the  whole  thing,  and  a  want  of 
satisfaction  among  the  officera    of  the   depart- 
ment.   There  seemed  to  be  no  fixed  rule  as  to 
regulating  the  salaries.      For  instance,  in  Nelson 
the  head  telegraphist,  who  had  six  operaton  and 
six  messengera  under  him,  received    the  same 
salary  as  the  chief  telegraphist  at  Blenheim,  who 
had  thirty- three  operatora  under  his  charge,  and 
'  the  same  salary  as  the  chief  telegraphist  at  Auck- 
,  land,  whcre'there  was  also  a  very  large  staff.    The 
'  whole  matter  required  looking  into.     In  the  case 
I  of  the  counter  clerks,  some  of  them  received  £180 
'  and  £190,  while  othera  received  £90.    It  created 
!  a  great  deal  of  dissatisfaction  in  the  department 
that  some  officera  should  receive  half  the  pay  re* 
ceived  by  othera,  while  they  did  as  much  work. 
'  The  salaries  ought  to  be  regulated  upon  some  scale. 
Mr.  ORMOND  would  like  the  Premier  to  give 
some  explanation  relative  to  the  new  branches  of 
the  department  which  appeared  under  the  head 
of  "  Stores  and  Telegraph,  Public  Works."     He 
had  some  knowledge  of  the  requirements  of  that 
!  branch  of  the  Service,  and  he  was  strongly  of 
;  opinion  that  the  creation  of  this  branch  was  un- 
'  wise  and  undesirable.     It  waa  established  without 
the  authority  of  the  House,  and  the  sooner  it  vrat 
abolished  the  better. 

Mr.  HALL   said   this   department   was  esta- 
blished upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  Railways  for  the  Middle  Island,  who 
thought  it  desirable  for  the  efficient  working  of 
the  railway  telegraph,  which  was  previously  not 
sufficiently  under  his  own  control.     He  therefore 
recommended  that  the  railway  telegraph  should  be 
separated  from  the  Telegraph  Department.     The 
change  did  not  effect  any  saving  under  the  head 
"  Telegraph    Department."      The  same  general 
manager  and   the  same  superintending  officials 
were  maintained  in  that  department,  the  only 
difference  being,  that  the  new  department  was 
I  entirely  under  the  control  of  the  railway  autho* 
'  rities.    The  present  Government  had  not  gon^ 
I  into  the  question.    It  was  a  matter  which  they 
held  themselves  at  liberty  to  consider  at  a  futurt 
'  time. 
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Mr.  MACANDREW  thought  all  the  reports 
and  correspondence  relatiro  to  tho  change  should 
be  laid  on  tlie  table.  He  regarded  it  as  one  of 
the  best  things  that  could  bo  done  to^^lrdfl  the 
security  of  life  and  property  :  in  fact,  it  was 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  safe  working  of  the 
railways,  and  for  tho  extension  of  the  block 
system,  without  which  there  was  great  risk  on 
single  lines  of  rails.  The  correspondence  would 
ftfford  abundant  evidence  of  that  fact.  He  knew 
of  one  instance  where  life  had  been  sayed  through 
the  railway  authorities  being  able  to  send  without 
a  moment's  delay  to  a  place  which  might  have 
been  the  scene  of  a  serious  accident.  The  same 
system  was  in  existence  in  all  old-established 
countries,  and  he  hoped  to  see  it  adopted  in  the 
North  Island  as  well  as  in  the  South  Island. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  said  it  seemed  to  him 
that  they  were  launching  into  a  yery  largo  ex- 
penditure. After  the  explanation  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Port  Chalmers,  he  would  not 
say  that  the  system  was  entirely  unnecessary  ; 
but  he  did  not  see  why  arrangements  could  not 
have  been  made  between  the  offices,  under  which 
one  department  should  do  the  whole  of  the  work. 
He  had  heard  outside  that  one  accident  happened 
because  a  telegraphist  refused  to  giye  precedence 
to  a  railway  telegram,  and,  if  that  were  true,  the 
officer  should  have  been  punished.  He  reaUy 
thought  the  new  system  would  be  too  expensive. 

Mr.  G-EORGE  assumed  that  it  was  tne  desire 
of  the  Committee  to  reduce  the  cost  of  the  de- 
partment, and,  in  order  to  test  the  feeling,  he 
would  more,  That  the  total  yote  be  reduced  by 
6  per  cent.,  or  £4,150  Is. 

Mr.  LUNDON  thought  that,  in  the  interests 
of  the  whole  colony,  a  lighthouse  should  be 
erected  at  Cape  Maria  van  Diemen.  As  to  the 
proposal  of  the  honorable  member  for  Rodney, 
he  hoped  it  would  not  be  agreed  to,  as  the  vote 
was  already  too  small.  It  was  a  wonder  to  him 
that  the  young  men  in  the  department  stayed 
for  such  small  salaries  as  were  paid  at  present. 
People  passed  by  stations  near  them,  and  sent 
their  messages  from  stations  further  off,  because 
they  did  not  think  there  was  real  secrecy. 

Mr.  REEVES  could  not  support  the  amend- 
ment of  the  honorable  member  for  Rodney.  In- 
stead of  reducing  the  vote  for  this  department 
by  5  per  cent.,  he  would  like  to  see  it  increased 
by  10  per  cent.  These  were  the  worst- paid 
and  haidest- worked  officials  in  the  Service.  He 
would  change  ihoso  in  country  districts  every 
year,  because  it  was  not  right  to  expose  poorly- 
paid  officials  to  the  tempi ations  they  were  sub- 
jected to  by  a  long  residence  in  one  place.  He 
knew,  as  a  fact,  that  the  secrecy  of  the  depart- 
ment had  been  violated,  owing  to  the  officers 
being  poorly  paid  and  kept  too  long  in  one  place. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  would  point  out  the 
folly  of  an  individual  member  attempting  to 
out  down  departmental  estimates.  The  (Govern- 
ment alone  could  do  that.  Referring  to  the 
item  for  stationery,  he  would  suggest  that  it 
would  ho  well  to  improve  the  quality  of  the  paper 
used,  as  it  cost  very  little  more,  and  possibly  also 
the  forms  might  be  printed  in  the  colony  instead 
of  in  England. 
Mr.  HaU 


Mr.  TURNBULL  could  not  support  \h» 
amendment ;  but  would  point  to  the  enormous 
cost  of  the  construction  of  buildings,  and  would 
suggest  that  districts  which  pressed  for  the  ex* 
tension  of  the  telegraph  should  be  called  upon  to 
pay  for  the  expense  unless  the  line  was  self -tup- 
porting.  As  for  the  secrecy  of  the  department 
being  violated,  he  could  only  say  it  was  wonderful 
that,  where  such  a  number  of  operators  were  em- 
ployed, BO  little  leaked  out.  He  was  sorry  to  hear 
such  charges  made. 

Mr.  DICK  was  sorry  to  hear  the  Premier  say 
he  did  not  intend  to  increase  the  salaries  of  any 
of  the  officials  in  this  department  which  were 
over  £200,  because,  from  another  statement  of  the 
honorable  gentleman,  those  officials  must  be  severe 
sufferers  under  the  new  arrangement.  Some  of 
the  best  operators  in  the  department  were  in  the 
cities,  and,  under  the  system  of  payment  for  over- 
time, they  used  to  be  able  to  add  £40  or  £50  a 
year  to  their  small  salaries  by  working  late  at 
night.  Under  the  new  arrangement  their  salariot 
would  be  reduced  by  that  amount.  The  whole 
of  the  telegraph  arrangements  seemed  to  be  a 
mistake.  The  be^t  operators  were  kept  in  tho 
cities  on  small  salaries,  while  the  poorer  hands 
were  sent  into  the  country  districts,  and,  in  addi- 
tion to  fair  salaries,  were  paid  extra  in  many  in- 
stances as  Postmasters,  Registrars  of  Births  aod 
Deaths,  and  so  on.  This  was  absolutely  offering 
a  premium  to  a  man  to  be  a  bad  telegraphist,  so 
that  he  might  get  away  into  the  country,  and 
have  less  work  to  do  and  more  pay.  It  was  gene- 
rally admitted  that  the  telegraphists  were  the 
worst- paid  officers  in  the  Service,  and  had  moat 
work  and  most  irregular  hours ;  and  now  the 
honorable  member  for  Rodney,  by  his  amend- 
ment, was  trying  to  make  matters  worse.  He 
(Mr.  Dick)  trusted  the  Government  would  resist 
any  attempt  at  reduction,  and  would  see  their 
way  to  give  some  compensation  to  those  who 
were  suddenly  deprived  of  the  extra  pay  they  got 
for  working  overtime. 

Mr.  GISBORNE  hoped  the  amendment  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Rodney  would  not  be 
agreed  to,  as  this  was  one  of  the  worst-paid  but 
most  efficient  departments  in  the  whole  Service. 
The  excess  of  the  receipts  over  the  expenditure 
for  the  year  had  been  £15,000 ;  but,  even  if  there 
lia:i  been  a  loss,  it  must  be  remembered  that  the 
telegraph,  like  the  penny  postal  system,  was  a 
great  public  benefactor,  and  was  not  to  be  judged 
of  by  the  mere  money  returns  it  made. 

Mr.  J.  T.  FISHER  trusted  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Rodney  would  not  press  his  amendment, 
and  he  was  sure  the  honorable  gentleman  would 
not  do  so  if  he  gave  the  matter  further  considera- 
tion. With  regard  to  the  guarantee  system,  he 
believed  it  was  the  honorable  gentleman  in  charge 
of  the  estimates  who  knocked  it  on  the  bead. 
Guarantees  used  to  be  taken  for  many  stations, 
but  he  was  sorry  to  say  they  had  not  been  of 
much  account,  because,  when  the  money  became 
due,  pressure  was  brought  to  bear  upon  the  €k>- 
vernment  to  give  it  up,  and  it  had  to  be  given  up, 

I  The  telegraph  system  must  not  be  looked  upon  as 
one  that  was  to  pay.  The  receipts  had  cerUunly 
exceeded  the  expenditure,  but  it  must  be  i 
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bered  that  the  first  thing  to  be  considered  was 
the  accommodation  afforded  to  the  public. 

Mr.  G-EORGE  hoped  his  amendment  would 
be  agreed  to.  He  found  that  there  were  increases 
in  all  tlie  head  offiivs— in  WelUngfon,  £480  ;  In- 
TCI  cargill,  £500 ;  Dunedin,  £700 ;  Oamnru,  £600 ; 
Timaru,  £450;  Christchurch,  £1,050;  Napier, 
£1,100;  and  soon. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  would  like  to  know  what  the 
honorable  gentleman  could  expect  but  that  there 
should  be  increases.  The  greater  the  increases 
the  more  service  would  the  department  render 
to  the  colonj.  He  hoped  the  suggestion  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Dick) 
would  be  taken  into  consideration  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and  that  the  grieTances  the  telegraph  opera- 
tors laboured  under  would  be  attended  to. 

Mr.  STEVENS  would  be  glad  if  the  Premier 
would  inform  the  Committee  what  advantage  in 
a  pecuniary  way  the  department  was  likely  to 

gain  by  the  abolition  of  the  orertime  system, 
ecsuse  the  information  he  possessed  led  him  to 
agree  with  the  view  taken  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Dick),  that  the  incomes 
of  these  hard- worked  ofOcials  would  bo  very  much 
reduced,  and  that  they  would  have  to  perform 
extra  work  on  Sundays,  for  which  they  would 
receive  nothing  whatever.  It  appeared  to  him 
that  this  was  not  a  very  convenient  way  of  eco* 
Bomizing.  Unless  the  advantages  to  the  depart- 
ment were  very  considerable,  he  did  not  think  the 
change  should  be  made. 

Mr.  REEVES  hoped  the  Government  would 
see  their  way  to  abolish  Sunday  work  in  the  de- 
partment. 

Mr.  MOSS  would  be  sorry  to  see  the  salaries 
in  this  department  reduced.  In  the  Auckland 
office  there  was  an  immense  amount  of  work 
done,  but  he  found  that  the  telegraphists  there 
were  paid  less  than  in  other  large  offices  :  for 
instance,  there  was  a  great  contract  between 
the  amounts  paid  at  Napier  and  Auckland.  The 
officers  in  Auckland  worked  very  hard,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  giving  great  satisfaction. 

Mr.  SEDDON  believed  that  a  great  saving 
could  be  effected  by  an  amalgamation  of  offices, 
BO  that  telegraphists  could  take  charge  of  post 
offices  as  well.  The  Telegraph  Department  on 
the  West  Coast  compared  very  favourably  with 
any  other  part  of  the  colony,  and  he  had  never 
heard  anything  breathed  to  the  detriment  of  the 
operators  there.  He  believed  this  department 
was  the  woret-paid  in  the  Service,  and  he  trusted 
the  Committee  would  not  entertain  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  HALL  said  the  honorable  member  for  Dun- 
edin City  (Mr.  Dick)  apprehended  that  hardship 
would  be  inflicted  on  some  officers  whose  salaries 
were  over  £200  a  year  throusjh  the  abolition  of 
overtime,  because  the  Government  had  agreed 
that  increases  to  salaries  over  £200  a  year  should 
not  be  paid.  There  were  only  two  such  officers 
who  would  be  aff.eted  by  tliat  abolition.  The 
others  were  officers  »ho-e  pi)si»i(m  did  not  allow 
of  their  working  overtime.  If  the  Commiitee 
thought  the  case  of  those  two  officers  should 
receive  special  consideration,  the  Government 
would  be  glad  to  give  it-     He  understood  that 


the  reason  which  induced  the  late  Government  to 
agree  to  the  change  with  regard  to  overtime  was, 
that  there  was  rather  a  tendency  to  abuse  the 
system.  If  the  officers  remained  on  duty  until 
the  work  was  cleared  off,  it  was  not  cleared  off 
with  as  much  rapidity  as  it  might  be.  It  was  also 
found  that  the  long  hours  were  injurious  to  the 
health  of  young  officers :  in  many  instances,  injury 
was  done  to  the  eyesight  of  officers  of  the  depart- 
ment. When  the  new  system  was  fully  carried 
out,  the  houri  expected  from  operators  would  be 
seven,  and  in  no  case  more  than  eight.  He  did 
not  think  that  was  an  unfair  amount  of  work. 
He  quite  agreed  that  the  salaries  paid  to  these 
officers  were  very  unsatisfactory.  Leaving  out 
the  head-quarters  staff,  the  average  of  the  sala- 
ries of  the  officers  in  the  Telegraph  Department 
was  £120  a  year.  That  was  less  than  the  wages 
of  a  good  mechanic.  Considering  that  they  had 
to  keep  themselves  respectable,  and  be  honest, 
he  felt  sure  that  the  Committee  would  not  sym- 
pathize with  the  proposition  made  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Rodney.  There  was  a  ohanse 
proposed  in  the  head-quarters  staff.  Honorable 
members  would  recollect  that  last  year  the  staff 
consisted  of  the  General  Manager,  an  Electrician, 
and  Chief  Clerk.  The  General  Manager  found 
that  the  whole  of  the  work  of  the  department — 
both  out-door  and  administrative  work — was 
more  than  he  could  possibly  cope  with.  The  late 
Government  therefore  made  an  arrangement  by 
which  the  services  of  the  Electrician  were  dis- 
pensed with,  and  by  which  the  services  of  the 
G-eneral  Manager — who,  ho  might  say,  was  one 
of  the  best  officers  in  the  Service — could  now  be 
devoted  almost  entirely  to  the  out-door  work  and 
the  electrical  branch  of  the  department.  The 
Chief  Clerk  had  been  appointed  Assistant  Secre- 
tary, and  had  cotitrol  of  the  administration.  The 
Assistant  Secretary  would  receive  £460  a  year, 
which  was  less  than  the  salaries  of  Under  Secre- 
Inries  in  other  departments.  The  offices  of  Elec- 
trician and  Chief  Clerk  were  dispensed  with.  An 
honorable  gentleman  suggested  that  the  officers 
should  be  changed  frequently.  He  thought  the 
honorable  gentleman  was  under  misapprehension 
as  to  the  frequency  with  which  changes  were  made. 
At  any  rate,  it  would  be  his  endeavour,  if  be 
remained  in  charge  of  the  department,  to  make 
thoFC  changes  more  frequently.  He  thought  the 
honorable  gentleman  was  quite  right  in  principle; 
and  that  the  officers  of  the  department  should 
not  become  too  familiar  with  the  family  circum- 
stances of  the  people  in  their  neighbourhood.  The 
honorable  u»ember  for  Christchurch  City  (Mr. 
Andrews)  drew  attention  to  differences  in  salaries 
which  he  could  not  account  for,  and  which  did  not 
correspond  with  the  in^portani-e  of  the  positions 
to  which  they  were  attached.  The  honorable 
member  for  Parnell  had  done  the  same.  The 
explanation  in  most  of  tho^e  ca^es  was  that  an 
ofhcer  was  paid  not  ncconling  to  the  particular 
place  in  which  he  happened  to  be,  but  according  to 
lui  qualific.itions  and  his  length  of  service.  With 
r.ganl  to  falaries  over  £200,  lie  had  u  return  nhow- 
iiig  what  the  iucre^ises  in  i^alaries  over  that  figure 
would  amount  to  in  the  aggregate.  Leaying  out 
the  Assistant  Secretary,  the  amount  would  be. 
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pncUcftllj,  £220.  If  the  Commitlee  thought  it 
right  to  allow  that  sum  of  £220  to  be  paidj  he 
would  perdonally  be  very  glad.  He  felt  himsf  If 
bound  by  his  pledge  not  to  pay  it  without  the 
Banction  of  the  Oominittee  ;  but  still  he  would  be 
glad  to  see  this  addition  made  to  the  salaries  of 
these  Tery-much-underpaid  officers. 

Mr.  MURRAY  pointed  out  that  it  would  be  a 
Tery  great  conTenieuce  to  the  public  if  a  telegraph 
station  were  opened  at  LoTell's  Fiat. 

Mr.  HALL  said  that  the  Qoyernment  would 
bear  the  suggestion  in  mind. 

Mr.  George's  amendment  ne^tived,  and  rote, 
"  Telegraph  Department,  £83,001,"  agreed  to. 

Subsidy  for  Australian  cable,  £5,513. 

Mr.  HALL  explained  thnt  tlie  House,  by  pass- 
ing  this  vote,  would  not  be  bound  lo  an  approval 
of  the  arrangement  entered  into  by  the  late  Qto- 
Temment.  Before  the  close  of  the  session  he 
would  draw  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
matter.  In  the  meantime,  the  GoTemoient  would 
be  bound  to  pay  the  subsidy  for  a  portion  of  the 
year.  He  hoped  the  item  would  be  passed  on  the 
understanding  that  some  arrangement  would  be 
come  to  before  the  close  of  the  session. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  pointed  out  the  importance  of 
having  carrier-pigeons  in  connection  with  the  de- 
partment. It  was  important,  especially  in  the 
North  Island,  where,  in  case  of  a  Native  war,  one 
of  the  greatest  difUculties  would  be  the  severance 
of  telegraphic  communication.  That  communica- 
tion could  be  kept  up  by  means  of  trained  pigeons. 
They  should  have  dove-houses  in  connection  with 
the  principal  telegraph  establishments.  The  de- 
partment could  make  a  more  extensive  use  of  the 
wires  byieliing  out  pigeons  to  parts  of  the  country 
where  there  were  no  wires,  to  bring  in  mesaagesat 
any  time.  The  experiment  might  be  tried  on  a 
small  scale,  commencing  with  having  a  dove-house 
at  Wellington.  There  were  in  the  colony  a  num- 
ber of  trained  birds  obtained  from  Belgium,  which 
oould  fly  a  distance  of  five  hundred  miles,  and  it 
was  important  that  that  valuable  breed  should 
bo  preserved.  It  was  a  very  important  oonsidera- 
ation  in  a  country  like  this  to  have  a  number  of 
these  valuable  birds  capable  of  sustaining  a  long 
flight.  It  could  not  be  done  all  at  once,  but,  if 
one  house  were  started  now,  it  would  breed  pure 
Belgiums  to  stock  future  houses  all  over  the  colony. 
If  there  were  a  dove-house  at  Wellington  and  one 
at  Blenheim,  in  case  of  anything  happening  to 
the  cable  the  comniunication  could  be  kept  up 
by  pigeons.  The  other  day,  when  only  one  cable 
was  doing  the  work,  the  communication  could 
have  been  kept  up  by  pigeon -telegraph.  At  the 
late  elections  they  had  evidence  of  what  trained 
pigeons  could  do.  He  thou>>ht  this  means  of 
communication  could  be  made  to  pay,  while,  at  the 
same  time,  it  would  make  the  IVh-gruph  Depart- 
ment more  efficient  and  much  more  secure. 

Mr.  R£ID  agreed  with  the  honorable  member 
that  a  little  money  s|)ent  in  the  direction  indi- 
cated would  be  advantiigeouf),  but,  if  the  sug- 
gestion were  acted  on,  he  hoped  the  pigeon  adven- 
turers of  the  department  would  be  more  success- 
ful than  ther  had  been  on  the  West  Coast.  The 
great  difficulty  there  experienced  was  to  get  the 
pigeons  to  enUr  the  dovecotes.  In  the  outlying 
Mr.  Sail 


districts,  such  as  Jackson's  Bay  and  Okarito, 
where  there  was  no  regular  communication,  a 
little  money  spent  in  this  way  would  be  a  great 
advantage  to  the  inhabitants. 

Mr.  GEORGE  said  the  system  of  pigeon-tele* 
graphy  bad  been  successfully  carri^  on  for  a 
number  of  years  in  connection  with  the  Auckland 
Evening  Star.  During  the  elections  it  was  car- 
ried out  with  very  good  effect.  The  numbers  of 
votes  polled  at  a  number  of  polling-booths  in  the 
outlying  districts  were  received  in  Auddand  at 
five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  made  known  to 
the  public. 

Vot^,  Subsidy  for  Australian  cable,  £5,518, 

agreed  to.   

Class  VII.— Misisteb  of  Educatiok. 

Education  Department,  £183,199. 

3Ir.  TURN  BULL  thought  the  honorable 
gentleman  in  charge  of  this  department  would 
be  adopting  a  wise  and  proper  course  by  makhog 
a  statement  showing  the  justice  of  asking  so  large 
a  vote  under  existing  circumstances,  l^e  coun- 
try was  now  in  very  great  straits,  and  honorable 
meml>ers  should  not  be  asked  to  vote  awaj  the 
public  money  in  this  reckless  manner.  He  bad 
expected  that  some  reasonable  reduction  would 
have  been  made  iu  this  vote.  He  obserred  that 
it  had  been  increased,  and  he  should  like  to  hear 
some  explanation  of  the  reason  why  they  should 
be  called  upon  to  vote  this  large  amount.  He 
had  already  shown  to  the  House  that,  under  the 
voluntary  system  adopted  in  England,  the  coat  of 
education  was  only  bs.  4<L  per  head.  The  Gk>- 
vemment  were  not  now,  as  last  year,  called  upon 
to  .«pend  large  sums  in  the  erection  of  school 
buildings,  and  they  should  be  able  to  cany  on 
the  education  system  at  a  great  reduction.  It 
was  known  that  a  certain  religious  body  ia  the 
colony  was  prepared  to  give  an  equally  good 
education  to  children,  if  they  received  aid  &oin 
the  State  to  the  extent  of  £2  per  chUd.  While 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  State  to  see  that  ereiy 
child  was  educated,  there  were  in  various  parte 
of  the  colony  a  large  number  of  children  who 
were  not  compelled  to  attend  the  public  schools, 
and  who  were  growing  up  without  any  education. 
These  schools  were  being  availed  of  by  persons 
who  were  well  able  to  pay  for  the  education  of 
their  children,  whilst  children  who  should  be 
forced  into  these  schools  were  running  about  the 
streets.  There  ought  to  be  some  attempt  made 
to  compel  the  large  proportion  of  persons  who 
were  well  able  to  do  so  to  pay  for  the  edu- 
cation of  their  children,  and  the  expenditure 
might  be  eased  to  the  extent  of  £50,000.  In  his 
opinion,  there  was  a  determination  by  a  con- 
siderable party  to  use  the  funds  of  the  State 
to  crut*h  out  religious  teaching;  but  this  oould 
not  be  done.  The  Roman  Catholics  would  be 
glad  to  take  a  subsidy  equal  to  half  the  amount 
per  head  now  incurred  by  the  State,  and  give 
their  children  even  a  better  education  —  at  all 
erents,  come  up  to  the  State  requirements — and 
jet,  for  the  selfish  motive  of  crushing  out  that 
religion,  they  said  they  would  rather  pay  this 
enormous  charge.  In  the  present  condition  of  the 
finances  it  was  most  unjust  for  the  Minister  to 
come  ddwn  and  ask  the  House  to  vote  iS2i2,000 
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for  a  BjAtem  of  eduoatiou  which  was  objected  to 
bj  a  large  section  of  tiie  population  of  the  eolonj, 
and  a  system  against  which,  he  was  certain,  the 
people  would  rise  some  daj  or  other. 

Mr.  SHRIMSKI  regretted  that  on  this  ques- 
tion he  should  hare  to  differ  from  au  honor- 
able member  with  whom  he  had  been  so  closely 
allied  in  politics.  He  (Mr.  Shrimski)  was  op- 
posed to  a  denominational  system  of  education, 
and  ho  hoped  the  day  was  far  distant  when  the 
country  would  go  in  for  such  a  system.  He 
would  sooner  see  the  people  taxed  for  the  main- 
tenance of  a  secular  system  for  the  whole  colony. 
He  could  not  understand  why  two  particular  dis- 
tricts of  the  colony  should  bo  picked  out  for  eub- 
aidies  for  high-school  and  college  purposes.  There 
was  an  item  of  £1,200  on  the  estimates  for  a  girls' 
and  boys'  high  school  at  Auckland,  and  another 
sum  of  £1,500  for  the  Wellington  College.  He 
had  the  honor  of  getting  a  Bill  passed  for  a  high 
school  for  the  Waitaki  District,  but  there  were  no 
funds  to  commence  the  buildings  with.  Finding 
that  the  Minister  of  Education  thought  proper  to 
place  Auckland  and  Wellington  on  the  estimates 
for  £1,200  and  £1,500  respectively,  he  thought  it 
only  just  that  something  should  be  placed  on  the 
estimates  for  the  high  school  for  the  district  he 
had  the  honor  to  represent.  Accordingly  he  had 
drawn  the  Minister's  attention  to  the  matter ;  but, 
perceiving  now  that  it  had  not  been  attended  to, 
be  begged  to  more.  That  the  items,  "  Auckland 
Boys'  and  Girls'  High  School,  £1,200,"  and 
**  Wellington  College,  £1,500,"  be  struck  out. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  it  was  not  through  any 
want  of  oourtosy  to  the  Committee  that  he  hud 
not  risen  before  to  make  a  statement  with  regard 
to  the  estimates  of  this  department.  He  had 
intended  to  take  an  early  opportunity  of  offering  a 
few  obscrTations  on  the  subject?.  Ho  might  say, 
to  begin  with,  that  he  did  not  think  any  apology 
was  needed  for  having  brought  down  these  esti- 
mates in  the  present  form,  btcuuse  they  were 
in  accordance  with  the  luw,  and  with  a  law 
which,  he  felt  certain,  would  not  readily  be 
changed  in  this  colony.  Since  the  introduction 
of  the  present  educational  system  under  the  Act 
of  1877  there  had  been  a  steady  increase  in 
the  numbers  attending  the  State  schools,  and 
nothing  could  be  more  satisfactory,  to  his  mind, 
than  the  progress  which  had  been  made.  In 
1877  the  average  attendance  was  41,777  ;  in 
1878,  60,633 ;  and  in  1879  it  had  increased  to 
56,000.  There  had  been  a  very  considerable  dis- 
cussion as  to  whether  it  was  advifable  or  not  to 
make  the  whole  system  free,  and  he  had  no  doubt 
the  country  acted  wisely  in  deciding  that  it  should 
be  free.  In  Otago  and  Soutiiland  the  average 
attendance  during  the  last  quarter  of  1877  was 
11,988,  and  during  the  last  quarter  of  1878  it  was 
15,997  ;  thus  showing  that  those  parts  of  the 
colony  had  very  largely  availed  themselves  of 
this  free  system  of  education.  Taking  into  ac- 
count the  whole  colony,  the  attendance  rose  from 
41,777,  in  1877,  to  50,633  in  1878.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Timaru  spoke  of  the  cost  per 
head  of  education  in  this  country.  The  honor- 
able gentleman's  figures  were  not  strictly  accu- 
rats.    He  stated  that  the  cost  of  education  in 


England  was  8s.  4d.  per  head,  but  he  entirely 
left  out  the  local  contributions.  The  fact 
was,  that  a  year  and  a  half  ago  the  cost  per 
head  for  the  education  of  children  under  the 
London  School  Boaid  amounted  to  £2  12s.  In 
Queensland  the  cost  per  head  about  two  years 
ago  was  £3  ISs.  4d. ;  in  Victoria  it  was  £3 
lis.  6d. ;  while  in  Masi^achusaetts^  which  was 
generally  admitted  to  be  the  first  place  in  the 
world  for  social  institution.",  the  cost  was  some- 
thing over  £4  per  head.  In  New  Zealand  he 
beUeved  it  was  about  £4  8s.— at  any  rate,  it  was 
over  £4  per  head— and  it  would  be  less  when  the 
numbers  were  greater  in  proportion  to  the  staff 
and  to  the  number  of  schools  in  existence.  He 
was  quite  aware  that  the  amount  asked  for  was 
very  heavy,  but  there  vras  no  doubt  that  the 
country  had  quite  determined  that  its  children 
should  be  educated.  That  education  would  cost 
this  sum,  and  it  was  only  a  question  as  to  the 
way  in  which  it  should  be  raised  and  adminis- 
tered. The  whole  system  of  education  had,  he 
thought,  worked  far  more  successfully  than  its 
most  ardent  supporters  could  possibly  have  anti- 
cipated. The  sum  had  been  raised  through  the 
Consolidated  Fund  in  the  cheapest  way,  and  it 
had  been  administered,  on  the  whole,  in  the  most 
economical  and  efficient  manner  possible.  With 
regard  to  the  remarks  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Waitaki  (Mr.  Shrimski),  the  reason  why  the 
Qovernmont  had  not  thought  fit  to  bring  down 
further  proposals  with  regard  to  high  schools  this 
year  was,  that  there  were  only  a  certain  num- 
t>er  of  schoolii  at  the  present  time  in  active  work. 
There  was,  at  the  present  time,  a  Commission 
sitting  for  the  purpose  of  advising  the  Govern- 
ment as  to  the  best  means  of  establishing  these 
schools  on  the  most  economical  footing,  and  the 
GK>vernment  had  not  thought  it  well  to  anticipate 
the  action  of  the  Commission  except  in  those 
cases  where  their  making  no  provision  would 
really  cause  a  loss  to  the  country.  There  was  in 
Auckland  an  efilcient  girls'  high  school,  which, 
up  to  the  present  time,  had  been  chiefly  sup- 
ported by  funds  that  properly  belonged  to  pri- 
mary education,  and  the  Goveinnient  thought  it 
better  to  propose  this  item,  because  they  did  not 
consider  that  the  institution  bliould  continue  to 
be  supported  by  funds  supplied  by  the  Education 
Board.  The  school  was  in  a  most  satisfactory 
condition,  and  it  would  be  a  gieat  pity  to  allow  it 
to  drop.  With  regard  to  Wellington  College  the 
same  remarks  applied.  The  Board  of  Governors 
of  the  Wellington  College  hail  recently  tuken 
steps  to  reorganize  the  school,  and  it  was  of  great 
importance  that  it  should  not  be  allowed  to  drift 
to  leeward.  Sooner  or  later  the  country  would 
have  to  make  provision  for  these  schools.  Pro- 
vision had  been  made  for  high  schools  in  Otago 
and  Canterbury,  and  aho  in  Auckland,  as  far  as 
boys  were  concerned  ;  and  the  State  would  no 
doubt  have  to  deal  liberally  with  this  subject 
throughout  the  country.  They  could  not  make 
fish  of  one  and  fiesh  of  anotiter.  It  would 
not  do  to  have  secondary  education  rolling  in 
wealth  in  one  part  of  the  country,  and  starv- 
ing in  another.  There  was  no  intention  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  to  leave  the  other 
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tions  of  tbe  country  without  higher  education. 
Thej  were  only  awaiting  the  report  of  the  Cora- 
mifsion  to  make  proposals  to  tl»e  Hou^e  which 
would  apply  to  the  whole  country.  In  the  mean- 
time, they  had  brought  down  special  votes  to 
prevent  institutions  that  were  already  in  active 
operation  from  failing  into  debt  and  becoming 
IneSicient.  There  was  another  yoie  to  wliieh  he 
would  like  to  draw  the  attentiofL  of  the  Com- 
mittee, and  that  was  the  vote  for  the  deaf-and- 
dumb  institution.  As  the  Committee  were  aware, 
this  was  a  matter  in  which  he  took  a  great  in- 
terest. He  was  satisfied  that  the  time  had  arrived 
when  a  colonial  institution  must  be  pet  on  foot 
for  this  purf>09e.  The  House  had  had  before  it 
papers  showing  the  action  taken  by  the  late  Go- 
vernment., the  result  of  whicli  had  been  to  pro- 
euro  from  England  a  thoroughly-qualified  teacher 
of  deaf-mutes.  Tlmt  gentleman  was  now  on  his 
way  out.  Tlio  Government  had  placed  on  the 
estimates,  first  of  all,  a  sum  of  £1,000,  part  of 
which  would  bo  nece^j^ary  to  defray  the  expenses 
of  this  gentleman  and  to  pay  his  salary,  and  part 
of  which  would  be  devoted  to  such  other  in- 
cidental purposes  as  might  prove  to  be  necessary 
when  he  arrived.  The  Committee  might  wish  to 
be  informed  what  the  view  of  the  Government 
was  as  to  the  establishment  of  tliis  institution. 
Obviously,  bringing-out  a  gentleman  of  high  qua- 
lifications and  at  a  high  salary  meant  that  the 
country  was  in  earnest  about  this  matter,  and 
intended  to  establish  an  iui^titution  which  would 
be  a  credit  to  itself  and  would  efficiently  dis- 
charge this  important  duty  with  reference  to  an 
unfortunate  class  of  colonists.  The  view  the 
Government  held  was  this:  that  it  would  not 
do  to  leave  this  institution  to  the  benevolence 
and  voluntary  efforts  of  any  section  of  the  popu- 
lation— that  it  was  an  institution  which  should 
belong  to  the  colony  as  a  whole,  and  that  it 
should  be  under  the  Minister  of  Education, 
who  should  be  responsible  to  the  House  for  its 
management.  People  who  might  have  children 
or  other  relatives  in  the  institution  would  not 
be  satisfied  to  have  an  irresponsible,  or  a  semi- 
responsible,  Board  of  a  voluntary  character  having 
control  over  it.  The  Government  therefore  con- 
sidered that  an  institution  would  have  to  be 
founded,  that  the  House  would  have  to  provide 
for  a  master,  and  for  the  necessary  schools  to  be 
attached  to  it  for  the  purposes  of  teaching,  and 
that  a  further  vote  would  have  to  be  asked  from 
the  House  for  the  construction  of  the  necessary 
buildings.  The  Government  thought  it  would 
not  be  wise  to  commence  the  buildings  until  after 
the  arrival  of  the  gentleman  who  was  coming  out 
as  teacher,  and  who  was  a  professional  expert, 
so  that  they  might  have  the  benefit  of  his  advice 
on  the  subject.  Ho  was  on  the  way  to  New 
Zealand,  and  was  bringing  out  various  appliances 
intended  to  be  used  in  the  instil ution  ;  and 
immediaiely  after  his  arrival  the  Government 
would  propose  to  take  steps  to  make  his  scrvietsi 
available.  Taey  proiK)sea,  further  than  that,  to 
erect  buildings,  in  some  convenient  place  easily 
aocessiblo  by  rail  and  by  sea  to  the  whole  colony, 
and  to  establish  a  colonial  institution  for  deaf-and- 
dumb  at  as  early  a  date  at  possible.  H«  thought 
Mr,  Uolletton 


the  remarks  he  had  made  explained  all  that  wm 
special  in  the  vote.  The  Education  Department 
had  been  raised  t^o  a  state  of  efficiency  which 
reflected  credit  upon  the  officers  of  the  Service, 
and  in  the  report  which  had  been  laid  before 
Parliament  there  was  an  amount  of  useful  in- 
formation such  as  was  very  creditable  to  those 
who  compiled  it,  and  showed  a  grasp  of  the 
whole  subject.  He  would  be  happy  to  give  any 
information  he  could,  but  he  was  satisfied  that 
members  already  posses£e«l  in  the  report  as  good 
information  hs  could  possibly  be  given. 

Mr.  G IS  BORNE  agreed  tliat  this  was  not  the 
proper  time  to  go  into  the  whole  question  of 
education  ;  but  he  wished  to  record  his  view  of 
two  ways  in  which  they  could  relievo  the  people 
from  the  great  burden  which  was  imposed  upon 
them  by  this  education  system,  and  he  would  do 
so  without  raising  any  denominational  question. 
If  the  present  system  went  on  it  would  t>e  too 
much  for  the  people  to  bear  at  last,  as  the  popu- 
lation increased.  He  thought  one  fault  was,  that 
they  were  afibrding  too  high  an  education  at 
the  public  cost.  Standards  V.  and  VI.  were  really 
quite  beyond  the  means  of  the  colony  to  furnish 
to  the  colonial  youth  at  the  public  cost;  and, 
without  infringing  the  principle  of  free  education, 
he  maintained  that  one  great  relief  to  the  burden 
of  the  country  in  this  respect  would  be  to  say  that 
they  would  gratuitously  teach  Standard  III.  or 
Standard  IV. ;  but  that,  if  parents  wanted  their 
children  to  be  taught  Standards  V.  and  VI.,  they 
must  pay  substantial  fees.  In  that  way  ricn. 
parents  would  contribute  to  the  cost  of  education. 
He  saw  no  unfairness  in  that.  The  State,  while 
it  was  bound  to  furnish  what  they  might  call  ele- 
mentary education  to  its  people,  was  not  com- 
pelled to  supply  a  very  high-class  education  ;  and 
the  education  it  was  now  furnishing,  putting  aside 
classics  and  modern  languages,  was  as  much  as 
was  obtained  by  the  children  of  the  richest  parents 
in  European  countries  at  their  own  expense.  That 
was  one  way  in  which  relief  ooidd  be  furnished 
with  respect  to  the  cost  of  education.  Another 
way  was  to  utdize  the  reserves.  He  believed  that 
a  great  many  of  these  reserves  were  quite  useless, 
and,  as  long  as  there  was  no  power  of  sale,  they 
would  remain  useless  for  many  years.  They  should 
be  placed  in  the  same  position  as  the  Legislature 
placed  the  endowments  of  the  Canterbury  College, 
and  should  be  allowed  to  be  sold  by  Waste  Lands 
Boards  under  the  Waste  Lands  Kegulations,  the 
proceeds  to  be  devoted  to  permanent  investments 
— either  to  the  purchase  of  other  lands,  mortgages, 
or  colonial  securities.  Ho  believed  that  if  the 
present  sjstem  continued  for  many  years  longer 
an  economical  Parliament  would  one  day  sacrifice 
the  whole  system.  They  would  say,  **  We  shall 
not  have  education  at  all,  except  for  destitute 
persons.  No  free  education  shall  be  otherwise 
granted,  and  parents  must  pay  fees  if  they  want 
education  supplied  to  their  ciiildren."  He  did 
not  now  wish  to  go  to  that  extreme,  but  they 
ought  to  face  this  question,  and  he  believed  that, 
wlieu  the  people  considered  it,  they  would  con- 
sider the  mode  indicated  was  equitable  and  pru- 
dent. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  said,  if  the  present  system 
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of  education  wm  burdensome  to  those  who  reaped 
the  benefit  of  it,  how  much  more  burdensome 
must  it  be  to  those  who  were  debarred  from 
receiving  any  advantage  whatever  from  it !  One- 
serenth  of  the  people  of  the  colony  received  no 
benefit  from  this  expenditure  of  £243,000.  They 
had  to  contribute  a  large  sum  to  a  system  from 
which  they  derived  no  benefit  whatever,  and,  in 
addition  to  that,  they  had  to  erect  school-build- 
ings and  otherwise  provide  for  the  education  of 
their  own  children.  He  knew  this  was  not  the 
time  to  endeavour  to  alter  the  educational  sys- 
tem in  force  in  the  colony ;  but  this  was  felt 
to  be  a  very  oppresairo  grievance  by  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  population  of  the  colony,  who  were 
determined  to  bring  the  whole  of  their  electioneer- 
ing force  to  bear  upon  this  question,  and  sooner 
or  later  use  it  to  some  effect  in  that  House.  He 
would  be  glad  to  hear  the  Minister  of  Education 
say  he  would  take  this  matter  into  consideration, 
and  endeavour  to  find  some  way  to  pnt  the  whole 
population  of  the  colony  on  an  equal  footing. 

Mr.  SHRIMSKI  said  that,  after  the  statement 
of  the  Minister  of  Education,  he  would  withdraw 
his  proposal  to  reduce  the  vote  by  the  sum  of 
£2,500. 

Mr.  REEVES  qnite  agreed  with  the  honomble 
member  for  Manawatu.  There  was  no  doubt 
that  a  large  portion  of  the  community  sufiered 
very  great  injustice,  in  consequence  of  being  com- 
pelled to  contribute  to  the  maintenance  of  State 
schools.  These  people  had  come  to  that  House 
and  said  they  were  prepared  to  provide  for  their 
own  schools,  and  ell  they  wished  for  was  a  con- 
tribution from  the  Government  in  the  shape  of 
payment  by  results.  As  a  matter  of  justice,  fair- 
play,  and  common  honesty  they  should  receive 
that  justice  at  the  hands  of  the  Government,  who 
he  trusted  would  give  the  matter  their  serious 
consideration  during  the  recess,  with  a  view  of 
giving  relief  to  that  portion  of  the  community. 

Mr.  STEVENS  said  that  under  the  Act  of  1877 
provision  was  made  for  compulsory  education, 
and  he  thought  it  was  the  duty  of  the  depart- 
ment to  see  that  the  compulsory  clauses  were  car- 
ried out,  or  generally  to  ascertain  in  what  way  the 
intention  of  the  Legislature  in  that  respect  could 
be  best  given  effect  to.  He  might  mention  that 
he  had  not  long  since,  in  his  capacity  of  Chair- 
man of  one  of  the  largest  School  Committees  in 
the  colony,  to  apply  to  the  Education  Board  of 
the  Canterbury  District  for  the  means  to  carry 
that  section  of  the  Act  into  effect,  and  the  answer 
was  that  there  were  no  funds  for  such  a  purpose. 
He  thought  the  House  should  next  session  bo 
definitely  informed  of  the  exact  position  of  this 
matter,  because,  if  the  compulsory  clauses  were  to 
remain  dormant,  the  sooner  that  was  understood 
the  better.  For  his  part,  he  would  strongly  object 
to  those  sections  of  the  Act  being  removed,  be- 
cause he  had  always  supported  the  compulsory 
principle.  To  allow  it  to  remain  a  dead-letter 
was  very  far  from  the  intention  of  the  Legisla- 
ture in  1877. 

Mr.  SUEPHABD  concnrred  in  the  opinions 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Timaru,  the  honor- 
able member  for  Munawatu,  and  other  honor- 
able members  as  to  the  great  injustice  done  tj 


a  large  portion  of  the  community;  but,  at  the 
same,  time  he  dissented  from  the  statement  of 
tlie  honorable  member  for  Timaru  that  the  Nel- 
son system,  as  embodied  in  the  Bill  introduced 
by  Mr.  Curtis,  was  satisfactory  to  the  class  to 
which  he  refeiTcd.  It  could  not  be  doubted  that 
the  time  was  fast  coming  when  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  consider  whether  the  whole  of  the  educa- 
tion of  the  country  should  remain  in  the  hands 
of  the  State,  or  whether  private  schools  should 
not  be  aided  in  proportion  to  the  work  they  did. 
It  was  not  a  question  of  denominationalism : 
it  was  a  question  whether  there  should  be  free- 
dom in  educational  matters,  and  whether  en- 
couragement should  not  be  given  to  those  who 
succeeded  in  bringing  children  up  to  a  specified 
standard  of  education.  They  should  be  paid  for 
what  they  did,  no  matter  how  they  did  it.  Such 
a  system  would  be  an  incentive  to  improvement 
in  every  possible  way  ;  but,  so  long  as  the  whole 
education  of  the  country  was  in  the  hands  of  a 
department,  there  was  a  chance  of  sluggishness 
and  disinclination  to  accept  the  reforms  which 
were  to  be  found  in  other  countries.  They  all 
knew  that,  as  a  rule,  teaching  bodies  resented 
any  cliange  in  their  system  ;  but,  if  the  way  were 
opened  to  competition  by  assisting  those  who 
were  willing  to  establish  educational  institutions 
of  their  own,  it  would  be  much  better  than  having 
ono  centralized  department.  He  knew,  from 
pergonal  observation,  that  the  outside  schools 
of  Nelson  did  admirable  work,  and  stimulated 
other  schools  to  improvement.  Those  schools 
reacted  upon  each  other,  and  as  a  consequence 
they  produced  far  better  results  than  if  one  uni- 
form svstom  had  existed.  This  was  a  question 
that  would  have  to  occupy  their  attention  beforo 
long.  He  did  not  say  that  the  country  was  ripe 
for  making  such  a  complete  change  as  would  open 
the  way  to  payment  by  results,  but  such  a  change 
must  come  sooner  or  later.  As  to  the  present 
estimates,  he  did  not  think  they  were  at  all  ex- 
cessive. His  own  experience  as  a  member  of  an 
Education  Board  taught  him  tliat  it  required  the 
greatest  economy  to  make  these  sums  last  through 
the  year.  They  had  had  a  great  deal  of  kindly 
feeling  expressed  on  behalf  of  underpaid  post 
office  and  telegraph  official!! ;  but  to  his  mind  it 
was  still  more  unfair  to  offer  salaries  of  £150  a 
year  and  less  to  persons  who  were  expected  to 
bring  children  up  to  such  a  standard  of  education 
as  had  been  referred  to  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Toiara.  They  ought  to  see  whether  it  would 
not  bo  possible  to  adopt  some  means  of  paying 
them  better :  at  all  events,  he  trusted  that  some- 
thing would  be  done  to  remove  the  heartburn- 
ings and  discontent  which  the  present  educational 
system  created,  and  that  efforts  would  be  made 
to  place  it  o\\  a  sounder  and  more  satisfactory 
basis  than  it  occupied  at  present. 

Mr.  BOWEN  said  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Waimea,  and  all  those  who  believed  in 
payment  by  the  State  of  independent  schools 
according  to  re-*ults,  which  was,  in  reality,  the 
denominational  system,  forgot  that  that  system 
had  been  tided,  and  that,  after  years  of  fight- 
ing for  crotchets  at  the  expense  of  the  children, 
the  country  had  determined  to  take  the  matter 
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into  its  own  hands  and  establish  a  national  sys- 
tem of  education.  It  was  quite  certain  tliat  no 
mere  que>«tion  of  local  prejudice  or  individual 
crotchet,  no  denominntional  jcaloueies,  however 
'conscientious,  would  ujuet  this,  as  long  as  people 
were  satisfied  that  it  wns  the  dutj  of  the  Slate. to 
see  that  no  child  grew  up  ahsolutely  ignorant. 
The  Stale  could  not  give  nionej  to  individual 
denominations,  to  sprnd  it  as  they  thought  fit ; 
and  tlserrfore  the  Stute  must  adopt  a  sjstem 
which  obliged  it  to  take  the  msnngement  into  its 
own  hands.  A  great  deal  might  be  paid  as  to 
the  value  of  independent  schools,  and,  for  his 
part,  he  thought  it  was  well  that  there  should  be 
very  mony  of  these  throughout  the  country,  and 
ho  would  do  all  he  could  to  encourage  them  ;  but 
the  State  could  not  interfere  with  them.  It  was 
all  very  well  to  be  able  to  point  to  successful 
schools  here  and  there,  and  to  say,  "You  are 
encouraging  a  large  number  of  very  excellent 
schools  ;"  but  that  \iould  not  secure  that  all  the 
children  of  the  country  should  go  to  school,  and 
that  was  what  was  wante<1.  He  sympathized 
very  much  with  what  the  honorable  member  for 
Christchurch  City  (Mr.  Stevens)  had  said.  Al- 
though tiiere  was  a  provision  for  compulsory 
education  under  certain  circumstances,  there 
were  really  no  means  of  putting  that  provision 
into  force ;  and  he  hoped  the  Qovornment  would 
take  tlie  subject  into  its  consideration,  and  bring 
down  some  measure  next  session  which  would  en- 
able the  compulsory  clauses  to  be  given  effect  to 
where  the  Committees  were  willing  to  act  upon 
them.  These  Committees  felt  themselves  very 
much  hampered,  particularly  in  large  towns,  from 
want  of  means  to  enforce  the  law,  and  it  was  in 
the  large  towns  that  the  compulsory  provision 
was  most  needed.  It  was  not  advisable  to  dis- 
cuss this  large  question  at  so  late  an  hour,  for  lie 
felt  certain  that,  whatever  might  be  said  by  indi- 
vidual members,  the  House  would  not  listen  to 
any  proposal  to  curtail  the  estimates;  and  any 
amend ment  in  the  system  must  be  discussed 
when  the  proposal  to  make  such  amendment  was 
brought  down. 

Mr.  GISBORNE  would  not  go  into  the  de- 
nominational question,  or  he  might  answer  the 
arguments  of  the  honorable  gentleman  on  the 
justice  of  pmctiially  depriving  one-seventh  of 
the  population  of  the  means  of  educating  their 
children,  and  yet  compelling  them  to  contribute 
to  the  education  of  the  children  of  the  rest  of  the 
community.  He  merely  rose  to  explain  that, 
when  he.  said  parents  should  pay  fees  for  the 
education  of  their  children  in  the  two  higher 
standards,  he  did  not  wish  to  exclude  from  the 
advantage  of  education  in  tbose  standards  the 
children  of  parents  who  could  not  afibrd  to  pay 
the  fees.  The  State  might  make  provision  by 
way  of  scholarships  and  exhibitions,  by  which 
poor  people  could  take  advantage  of  those  stan- 
dards. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  might  say  that,  if  the  State 
desired  to  provide  a  school  system  under  which 
every  chilcf  should  receive  education,  it  should 
not  proride  a  system  that  meant  of  necessity  the 
exclusion  of  one-seventh  of  the  children  of  the 
country  from  its  advantage?.  He  would  again 
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ask  the  Minister  of  Education  to  provide  a  re* 
medy  for  that. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  said  a  very  palpable  mistake 
was  made  by  the  denominationalists  in  the  Hoose 
when  they  said  that  one-seventh  of  the  popula* 
tion  were  taxed  for  a  system  of  education  of 
which  they  could  not  take  advantage.  All  be 
could  say  was,  that  a  great  many  of  that  BeTenth 
did  fake  advantage  of  it;  and  the  more  they  did 
so  the  more  they  approved  of  it.  That  was  aoa« 
ceptible  df  the  fullest  proof  when  the  fitting  time 
came. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  the  honorable  member 
for  Manawatu  and  the  lionorable  member  for 
Christchurch  City  (Mr.  Stewart)  had  asked  his 
opinion  on  two  practical  matters.  No  man  hold- 
ing a  position  of  responsibility  in  regard  to  educa- 
tion could  feel  otherwise  than  that  the  subject 
was  surrounded  with  great  difficulties.  So  great 
had  they  been  found  in  the  past  that  a  number 
of  men  at  Home  held  that  the  State  should  never 
take  up  this  question,  because,  as  they  contended, 
the  State  could  not  deal  with  it.  If  that,  how- 
ever, were  capable  of  argument  at  one  time,  it 
was  idle  now  to  talk  of  it,  because  the  public 
were  determined  to  have  a  system  of  national 
education,  and  would  have  it.  He  was  sure  the 
honorable  member  for  Manawatu  did  not  expect 
him  to  go  at  length  on  that  occasion  into  the 
question  he  had  raised  ;  but  what  the  honoraUe 
gentleman  had  a  right  to  expect  was  an  answer 
to  his  question  as  to  whether  he  (Mr.  Bolleston) 
could  hold  out  any  anticipation  that  the  Gorem- 
ment  would  bring  down  any  measure  dealing 
with  the  question  of  education  in  the  interest  m 
denominationalism.  It  was  only  right  to  taj 
that  he  could  hold  out  no  hope  oi  their  doing  so. 
He  himself  believed,  thoroughly,  that  the  State, 
having  undertaken  education,  must  deal  with  it 
as  a  national  department,  and  could  not  look  at 
the  interests  of  any  individual  sect  whatever ;  and 
that  a  system  which  must  be  unsectarian  must 
alfo  necessarily  be  free.  And  another  corollarj 
to  the  fact  of  the  State  undertaking  the  education 
of  the  people  at  aU  was,  that  the  State  was  bound 
to  see  that  every  child  was  educated  —  educa- 
tion must,  to  some  extent,  be  compulsory.  He 
thought  the  honorable  gentleman  rather  over- 
stated the  case  when  he  said  that  one-sevenUi  of 
the  population  were  placed  under  great  disabili- 
ties through  the  national  system  of  education. 
He  had  taken  the  trouble  of  collating  some 
figures  with  regard  to  the  part  of  the  colony  with 
which  he  was  best  acquainted,  and  had  found 
that,  in  round  numbers,  10,000  children  were  in 
attendance  at  the  schools  there.  Of  these,  6,000 
were  receiving  education  in  schools  where  the 
honorable  gentleman  himself  would  not  for  a 
moment  say  that  the  denominational  system  could 
obtain  with  any  justice  to  the  principle  of  reli- 
gious liberty.  That  left  4,000  in  the  towns,  and,  of 
that  4,000,  one-seventh  was  something  over  500. 
That  was  to  say,  the  honorable  gentleman  would 
ask  the  Government  to  bring  down  special  legis- 
lation to  meet  the  wants  of  500  children  out  of 
10,000.  He  did  not  wish  to  go  further  into  the 
case  then,  although  he  did  not  presume  to  say 
that  he  had  argued  the  question  out.     He  had 
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giyen  tho  honorable  gentlemnn  the  ansTrer  he 
bad  a  right  to  expect  to  his  question  ;  and  it  was, 
that  hi*  view  was,  distinctly,  tlmt  no  national 
Bjtitem  of  education  could  deal  with  the  oircum- 
stances  of  religious  eects  as  the  basis  of  education. 
With  regard  to  the  question  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Christchurcii  Citj,  he  felt  that  that 
honorable  gentleman  did  not  ex|>ect  him  to  give  a 
definite  answer,  lie  had  not  had  an  opportunity 
of  studying  the  question ;  but  he  believed  that 
in  the  present  state  of  tho  educational  system  it 
had  not  arisen  very  prominently  :  but  where  it 
had  arisen  it  was  shown  to  be  surrounded  with 
great  difllcultiea.  lie  believed  that  in  one  or 
two  instances  application  had  been  made  by 
School  Committees  to  Education  Boards  to  pro- 
vide funds  to  prosecute  these  cases  in  the  Resi- 
dent Magistrates*  Courts,  and  funds  had  not 
been  forthcoming.  His  own  view  was  a  hopefid 
one — that,  while  there  should  be  on  the  Statute 
Book  clauses  of  this  kind,  which  should  make 
people  feel  that  it  was  the  duty  of  those  in  au- 
thority in  educational  matters  to  make  the  system 
general,  still,  practically,  little  necessity  would 
arise  for  putting  those  clauses  in  force.  How- 
ever that  might  be,  he  beliered  this  was  one  of 
those  que-itioiis  which  were  solved  by  experience ; 
and  he  admitted  at  once  that  it  required  more 
experience  than  he  had  yet  had  to  give  a  definite 
answer  to  the  honorable  gentleman's  question. 
It  must,  however,  have  tho  most  serious  con- 
sideration of  any  one  in  charge  of  the  depart- 
ment. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  was  glad  that  his  roTnarks 
had  elicited  this  discussion,  because  this  was  the 
only  opportunity  honorable  members  would  have 
of  bringing  forward  their  views  on  the  subject  of 
education.  He  was  pleased  to  find,  from  what 
the  honorable  member  for  Christchurch  City  had 
said,  that  he  was  not  singular  in  his  opinion. 
He  did  not  know  how  the  Minister  of  Education, 
and  those  who  thought  with  him,  could  reconcile 
it  with  a  sense  of  duty  that  for  two  years  they 
should  have  allowed  a  state  of  things  to  exist 
which  had  caused  the  bringing- up  of  a  criminal 
population.  He  bad  himself  seen,  when  attend- 
ing Magistrates'  Courts,  three  or  four  boys  at  one 
time  brought  up  who  had  been  allowed  to  run  wild 
about  the  country,  while  those  who  were  worth 
their  hundreds  and  thousands  were  sending  their 
children  to  these  national  schools.  These  neg- 
lected children  had  been  kept  out  because  those 
upon  whom  the  trust  had  been  imposed  had  not 
realised  the  responsibility  which  rested  upon 
them  of  compelling  these  children  to  attend  the 
schools.  It  was  a  great  disgrace  to  any  persons 
who  had  interested  themselves  in  education  that 
they  should  have  squandered  the  funds  given  to 
them  by  a  liberal  G-overnment  in  educating  the 
children  of  the  wealthy  classes,  while  they  suffered 
criminals  to  grow  up  amongst  them.  He  was 
very  much  surprised  to  hear  that  there  were  no 
funds  to  prosecute  those  cases.  The  Minister  of 
Education  said  rightly  that  he  (Mr.  Turnbull) 
was  wrong  in  saying  that  the  cost  of  education 
under  the  voluntary  school  system  was  only  8s.  4d. 
per  head.  He  was  wrong  to  the  extent  of  Gfd., 
at   he  should  have   stated  that  the    cost  was 
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8s.  lOfd.  So  long  as  the  State  found  money 
directly  for  the  people,  it  would  be  spent  waste- 
fully.  If  the  money  were  raised  by  rates  directly 
from  the  people,  the  work  would  be  done  for  one- 
half  the  money,  and  the  country  would  be  re- 
lieved from  an  immense  burden.  The  people  were 
led  away  by  this  cry  for  free  education.  It  cost 
them  a  great  deal  more  than  if  they  educated 
thoir  children  themselves.  He  would  move.  That 
the  item  be  reduced  by  £56,000.  The  great  in- 
justice of  the  present  system  was,  that  a  large 
number  of  people  could  not  send  their  children 
to  school  beyond  a  certain  age.  On  the  other 
hand,  people  who  could  well  afford  to  educate 
their  own  children  sent  them  to  the  public 
schools  until  they  were  sixteen  or  seventeen  years 
of  age ;  so  that  the  poor  people  really  paid  for 
the  education  of  the  children  of  rich  parents. 
These  poor  people  contributed  ten  times  more  to 
the  oonsoUdated  revenue,  considering  their  means, 
than  the  rich.  For  these  reasons  he  would  move 
that  the  item  be  reduced  at  the  rate  of  £1  per 
head— namely,  £56,000. 

Mr.  SEDDON  was  sorry  to  have  to  differ  from 
the  honorable  member  for  Timaru.  He  was  satis- 
fied that  if  the  honorable  member  had  seen  the 
practical  working  of  the  scheme  he  advocated  he 
would  have  come  to  a  different  conclusion.  In 
We^tland  they  had  had  what  was  known  as  the 
Nelson  system.  They  had  a  special  rate  for  the 
support  of  that  system.  In  the  District  of  Staf- 
ford and  Waimea  two  schools  were  kept  going, 
the  public  school  and  the  Roman  Catholic  school. 
When  the  present  system  was  introduced  the 
Catholic  school  gave  way,  and  the  children  were 
sent  to  the  public  school.  When  classified  with 
the  other  scholars,  they  were  found  to  be  two 
standards  behind.  In  that  district,  notwithstand- 
ing everything  said  to  the  contrary,  the  parents 
would  not  in  any  case  send  their  children  to  the 
denominational  school  again.  In  that  district 
they  had  practical  proof  of  the  working  of  the 
system  of  having  two  schools  in  competition  with 
each  otiier.  The  larger  school  naturally  had  a 
great  advantage,  because  it  possessed  a  more  effi- 
cient staff  than  the  smaller  school.  As  to  the 
statement  that  the  present  system  had  the  effect 
of  rearing  up  criminals,  he  would  point  out  that 
their  evil  propensities  must  have  been  inculcated 
before  this  general  system  was  brought  into  exist- 
ence, because  it  was  only  three  years  old.  It  had 
been  said  that  under  the  present  system  poor 
people  paid  most  of  the  expense,  and  that  the 
children  of  rich  people  reaped  the  greatest  advan- 
tage. Now,  he  would  point  out  that  the  proposed 
property-tax  would  fall  heaviest  upon  rich  people, 
and  part  of  the  proceeds  would  be  devoted  to 
education,  so  that  rich  people  would  bear  part  of 
the  cost  of  education,  and  the  poor  none.  The 
present  system  of  education  was  working  well; 
and  what  right  had  they  to  interfere  with  it? 
He  was  surprised  that  the  amount  of  money  asked 
for  by  the  Q-ovemment  under  this  vote  was  not 
larger.  More  buildings  were  wanted,  and  the 
teachers  were  not  overpaid.  If  they  did  not  pay 
tho  teachers  well  they  would  never  have  a  satis- 
factory system.  He  believed  that  a  great  many 
of  those  who  were  in  favour  of  reintroducing  tho 
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denominational  BjBfcem  spoke  feelingly  and  con- 
icientiouisly ;  bat  the  present  system  was  fixed, 
and  was  working  very  satisfactorily.  Moreorer, 
sufficient  time  bad  not  elapsed  to  give  the  system 
a  fair  trial,  so  as  to  enable  them  to  say  whether 
or  not  they  should  condemn  it.  He  hoped  they 
would  pass  the  estimates  as  brought  down  by  the 
Gt>rernment. 

Mr.  J.  B.  FISHER  did  not  agree  with  the 
honorable  gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down 
when  he  said  that  the  present  educational  sys- 
tem had  worked  very  smoothly  and  satisfactorily 
He  did  not  think  that  could  be  said  when  there 
existed  so  much  irritation  in  the  minds  of  large 
sections  of  the  community  in  regard  to  it.  He 
was  very  much  in  farour  of  such  a  modification 
of  the  present  system  as  would  remove  the  dis- 
content  at  present  existing  in  consequence  of  the 
compulsory  sjstem  of  secular  education.  The 
system  of  education  which  had  existed  in  the 
Province  of  Nelson  was  very  well  adapted  to  the 
circumstances  of  all  classes  of  the  community. 
Everybody  was  perfectly  satisfied  with  it,  and  no 
person's  feelings  were  ruffled  or  hurt  in  any  way 
by  the  manner  in  which  the  8yst<*m  was  carried 
out.  He  was  in  favour  of  such  a  modification  of 
the  existin|^  system  as  would  remove  the  irrita- 
tion that  did  exist  in  the  minds  of  a  large  section 
of  the  public ;  and  whenever  a  proposition  affirm- 
ing the  principle  of  denominational  education,  or, 
if  that  were  unattainable,  payment  by  results,  was 
before  the  HousCi  it  would  receive  his  liearty 
support. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUB  would  remind  the  Com- 
mittee that  an  ample  opportunity  would  be  given 
for  discussing  this  question  next  day,  when  the 
motion  of  the  honorable  member  for  Dunedin 
City  (Mr.  Dick)  was  brought  forward  for  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  HISLOP  hoped  the  Government,  during 
the  recess,  would  take  into  consideration  the 
desirability  of  doubling  the  present  amount  put 
down  for  public  libraries,  as  these  institutions  were 
a  very  important  means  of  educating  the  people. 

Mr.  KOLLESTON  said  there  would  be  a 
special  vote  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  GIBBS  said  the  Minister  of  Education 
had  told  them  that  the  children  of  the  country 
must  be  educated.  He  (Mr.  Gibbs)  must  say 
that  in  country  districts,  and  particularly  in 
scattered  populations,  that  was  almost  impossible. 
They  could  not  provide  school  accommodation  so 
that  schools  could  be  established  suffi<*iently  near 
to  enable  every  child  living  in  scattered  country 
districts  to  attend  them.  In  his  district  there 
was  a  school  established  under  the  old  Provincial 
Government  school  svstem  to  which  some  conces- 
sion had  been  made  by  the  Nelson  School  Board. 
A  small  amount  was  paid  towards  the  partial 
support  of  a  master.  A  similar  course  might  be 
advantageously  adopted  in  regard  to  schools  in 
other  localities  similarly  situated.  He  had  been 
very  much  in  favour  of  the  system  which  had 
been  in  vogue  in  the  Nelson  Prorince,  and  had 
on  more  than  one  occasion  voted  for  the  Bill 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Curtis.  Although  a  large  sec- 
tion of  his  constituency  had  strong  feelings  on 
the  tubjeot,  they  had  acoepted  the  position  that  a 
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purely  secular  system  of  education  should  obtsin 
throughout  the  colony.  They  had  accepted  the 
system  from  necessity,  but  they  did  not  altogether 
like  it :  there  was  no  disguising  that  fact.  They 
still  availed  themselves  as  far  as  possible  of  their 
own  schools,  the  education  given  at  which  was 
better  than  that  generally  given  at  the  eohools 
in  existence  under  the  present  system.  He  did 
not  believe  in  the  system  of  free  education  being 
carried  beyond  the  simplest  education  for  the 
population  generally.  He  did  not  think  any  of 
the  national  funds  should  be  devoted  to  what 
might  be  termed  high-claes  education,  and  when- 
ever the  attempt  to  have  that  done  was  made 
he  should  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  HALL  sympathized  very  much  indeed 
with  the  views  expressed  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Manawatu.  If  a  well-considered  proposal 
were  brought  forward  to  reUeve  a  large  section  of 
their  fellow-subjects  in  this  colony,  who  believed 
themselves  to  be  harshly  treated  by  the  present 
law,  it  would  have  his  hearty  sympathy  and 
cordial  support.  He  reserved  that  right  to  him- 
self. It  was  a  view  he  had  for  a  long  while  enter- 
tained. At  the  same  time,  he  would  not  do  any- 
thing that  would  disturb  or  in  any  way  impair 
the  national  system  of  education  which  had  been 
established  in  the  colony,  and  which,  he  believed, 
had  been  a  success. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  said  he  had  always  been  in 
favour  of  the  State  adopting  a  system  of  educa- 
tion that  would  be  secular  and  free.  He  did  not 
say  that  their  educational  system  was  complete 
in  every  respect ;  but  he  should  be  exceedingly 
sorry  to  see  it  interfered  with  in  any  way  until  it 
had  had  a  fair  trial.  He  thought  it  would  be 
admitted  that  so  far  it  had  answered  most  admir- 
ably. As  an  instance  of  the  favour  in  which  the 
public  schools  were  held,  he  might  mention  that 
at  Sydenham  there  was  a  Church  of  England 
school,  at  which  there  was  an  average  att-endance 
of  sixteen  scholars.  When  that  school  was  re- 
moved, and  a  now  Government  school  established, 
there  was  an  attendance  of  something  like  three 
hundred  and  forty  scholars.  There  were  other 
cases  of  a  similar  kind.  He  was  astonished  to  hear 
the  honorable  member  for  Timaru  state  that  the 
schools  were  not  free  because  people  had  to  pay 
taxes  to  support  them.  It  might  as  well  be  said 
that  the  reads  were  not  free  because  the  people 
were  taxed  to  make  them.  He  had  always  advo* 
cated  the  principle  that  the  State  should  see  that 
the  children  were  educated — that  the  elementary 
standard  of  education  was  placed  within  the  reach 
of  all  children — that  they  were  taught  to  read, 
write,  and  cipher.  On  the  other  hand,  were 
they  prepared  to  say  that  the  State  should  not 
go  any  further  P  The  State  subsidized  the  tele- 
graph, postal,  railway,  and  other  departments ; 
and  why  should  it  not  subsidize  a  system  of  high- 
class  education  ?  They  ought  to  build  their 
universities  and  colleges.  Why  should  wealthy 
men  have  to  send  their  sons  Home  to'be  educated  ? 
Why  should  there  not  be  the  means  of  educating 
them  in  the  colony  ?  He  hoped  the  system  of 
education  would  grow,  and  that  the  high  schools 
would  be  turned  into  higher  schools — that  every 
class  of  education  required  by  ^e  people  would 
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be  obtainable  in  the  colonj.  The  present  system 
had  been  experimental,  but,  so  far  as  it  had  gone, 
it  had  been  highly  satisfactory.  Taking  Canter- 
bunr  as  a  whole,  he  could  say  it  was  satisfied 
with  the  present  system,  and  he  hoped  there 
would  bo  no  change  whatever  until  a  few  years* 
experience  had  been  gained. 

Mr.  LUNDON  should  vote  with  the  honorable 
member  for  Timaru.  No  doubt  the  present  sys- 
tem was  the  best  the  colony  ever  had,  but  honor- 
able members  should  recollect  that  it  cost  ten 
times  as  much  as  any  system  that  had  preceded 
it.  If  the  other  systems  had  had  as  much 
money  spent  on  their  development  they  would 
have  turned  out  very  well.  He  could  not  help 
reminding  the  House  what  hardships  were  im- 
posed by  the  present  system  upon  the  sect  to 
which  he  belonged,  although  he  was  aware  it  was 
just  now  of  little  use  saying  anything  about  it, 
because  the  country  had  gone  education-mad. 
Still,  the  present  system  had  done  his  people 
good,  because  it  had  induced  them  to  put  their 
best  foot  forward.  They  were  spending  large 
sums  in  the  education  of  their  youth,  and,  so 
far  as  the  girls  were  concerned,  they  were  being 
better  educated  than  were  the  girls  at  the  ordi- 
nary public  schools.  Apart  from  all  religious 
education,  he  believed  that  the  body  to  which  he 
belonged  was  entitled  to  consideration  on  the 
basis  of  results.  The  country  had  no  right  to 
take  £30,000  a  year  from  the  poorest  people  in 
the  colony,  and  give  them  nothing  in  return.  Ho 
was  glad  to  hear  Mr.  Macandrew,  the  Minister 
for  Public  Works,  and  Sir  George  Grey  all 
agree  that  the  system  of  education  now  in  opera- 
tion was  too  expensive  ;  and  he  agreed  with  them. 
It  now  cost  £250,000  a  year,  and  it'  was  nonsense 
to  say  the  rich  were  paying  for  it,  or  were  going 
to  pay  for  it.  It  had  been  paid  for  out  of  bor- 
rowed money  in  the  past,  and,  as  to  the  future, 
he  believed  the  whole  thing  would  break  down  in 
a  couple  of  years. 

Mr.  TAINUI  said  the  Natives  wished  to  leave 
the  system  as  it  now  stood  so  far  as  they  were 
concerned,  because  they  believed  it  would  greatly 
tend  to  unite  the  two  races  to  have  the  children 
of  both  peoples  educated  together.  He  believed 
there  was  to  be  an  Inspector  of  Native  Schools 
for  each  Island,  and  he  approved  of  it.  He  also 
thought  that,  when,  the  parents  saw  that  their 
children  had  learned  all  that  was  to  bo  learned 
in  the  lower  schools,  they  would  be  desirous  of 
sending  them  to  higher  schools  ;  and  he  hoped,  if 
the  Maoris  did  wish  to  have  a  higher  school  or  a 
college,  the  Government  would  help  them.  The 
Natives  greatly  desired  their  children  to  be  well 
educated  in  the  years  (ocome ;  and  therefore  equal 
laws  should  be  made  for  both  races  as  regards 
schools.  Many  of  the  Natives  in  the  South 
Island  were  poor  j  but  let  them  be  assisted,  because 
they  understood  thoroughly  that  the  future  ad- 
vancement of  the  Natives,  as  well  as  European?, 
depended  upon  education.  A  Native  college 
should  be  established,  and  the  Natives  should 
have  charge  of  it. 

Mr.  Turnbull's  amendment  negatived,  and  vote, 
Education  Department,  £183,191),  agreed  to. 

Public  libraries^  £6|000,  agreed  to. 


Native  schools,  £11,614. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  would  like  to  have  some  in- 
formation as  to  the  item,  "  Education  of  sons  and 
daughters  of  chiefs.** 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  he  wished  to  explain 
two  or  three  items.  First  of  all,  he  desired  to 
say  that  he  was  asking  the  Committee  to  pats 
these  items  with  the  distinct  understanding  that 
the  administration  of  these  votes  would  be  in 
accordance  with  the  decision  of  the  Committee 
the  other  evening  with  regard  to  increase  of 
salaries.  There  was  an  item  which  he  felt  bound 
to  call  attention  to.  It  was  an  item  of  £50  in- 
crease to  an  officer  in  this  department  who  would 
have  a  good  deal  to  do  with  Native  schools.  These 
had  been  handed  over  recently  from  the  Native 
Department  to  the  Education  Department.  The 
Native  Office  staff  previously  administered  the 
Native  schools.  This  change  of  course  threw  a 
considerable  amount  of  work  on  the  department, 
and  he  proposed  to  give  one  exceedingly  good 
officer,  who  would  have  a  good  deal  to  do  with 
those  schools,  an  increase  of  £50.  Unless  the 
Committee  objected,  that  would  be  done.  There 
was  a  new  item,  providing  for  the  appointment  of 
an  '*  organizing  inspector,"  which  meant  an  in- 
spector who  would  be  capable  himself  of  teaching 
the  art  of  teaching,  and  of  bringing  the  schools 
under  the  EngHsh  noodel.  With  regard  to  the 
education  of  the  sons  and  daughters  of  Native 
chiefs,  that  was  an  item  on  which  he  could  not 
now  express  any  definite  opinion.  It  was  an 
experiment  that  must  be  tried  with  very  great 
caution.  Proficiency  was  the  only  test  on  which 
children  could  be  removed  into  a  higher  system 
of  education.  He  hoped  before  long  to  see  the 
English  language  widely  spread  in  the  primary 
schools,  and  the  children  turned  out  capable  of 
taking  advantage  of  the  higher  schools  of  the 
country.  He  would  watch  this  experiment  very 
carefully,  and  after  further  experience  he  would 
say  definitely  whether  the  course  now  pursued 
should  be  proceeded  with  or  not. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  would  suggest  that  scholar- 
ships  should  be  established. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  had  intended  to  indicate 
that  those  who  received  these  special  advantages 
should  get  them  in  recognition  of  greater  pro- 
ficiency in  learning. 

Mr.  LUNDON  was  glad  that  an  organizing 
inspector  was  proposed ;  but  he  did  not  think  the 
amount  on  the  estimates  was  sufficiently  large. 
Hitherto  the  Native  schools  had  been  inspected 
by  magistrates  or  local  officers,  who  had  their 
own  friends,  and  made  reports  that  suited  them- 
selves and  the  Government.  Ho  saw  no  pro- 
vision made  for  school-buildings,  and  there  were 
two  districts — Whangape  and  Motukai-aka— in 
which  schools  were  much  needed. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  school-buildings  and 
repairs  had  been  transferred  to  the  public  works 
estimates.  He  could  not  speak  definitely  with 
regard  to  the  two  districts  mentioned  by  the 
honorable  member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands ;  but 
the  Government  would  adopt  the  principle  of 
providing  schools  where  sites  were  given  and 
there  was  a  fair  prospect  of  a  reasonable  attend- 
ance.   The  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  Go- 
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Tcrnment  was  to  increase  and  improTe  these 
Native  schools. 

Mr.  TAWHAI  said  that  the  Native  schools 
had  been  established  for  seven  years,  and  no  great 
benefit  had  been  derived  from  them,  because  the 
children  had  spoken  Maori,  and  when  they  went 
back  to  their  people  they  got  into  their  own  ways 
again.  They  haid  no  European  playfellows  to 
apeak  English  to.  In  the  year  1878  the  Maoris 
began  to  think  that  they  had  better  ask  for  a 
higher  school,  where  the  children  might  stop  and 
continue  their  studies.  They  wished  this,  be- 
cause they  desii'ed  to  have  some  place  where 
these  children  might  continue  their  studies,  and 
eventually  gain  the  knowledge  obtained  by  the 
Europeans.  They  wanted  some  school  at  which 
the  children  could  remain  for  some  considerable 
time  and  thoroughly  learn  the  English  language. 
At  Whangape,  where  there  were  120  children, 
the  Natives  wanted  a  school,  and  were  quite 
willing  to  grant  a  site  for  a  school  of  that  kind. 
He  was  pleased  to  see  that  an  inspector  was  to 
be  appointed  whose  duty  it  would  be  to  exsmine 
these  schools  and  see  that  they  were  conducted 
properly.  But  he  would  like  to  see  the  amount 
increased,  for  some  places  which  the  officer  would 
have  to  visit  would  be  very  difficult  to  get  at. 

Vote,  Native  schools,  £11,614,  agreed  to. 

Class  III. — Minister  op  Justice. 

Department  of  Justice,  £1,095. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  would  like  to  know  if  the 
rule  which  had  already  been  laid  down  with 
regard  to  increases  cf  salaries  would  apply  to  this 
department. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  that  all  the  estimates 
of  which  he  had  charge  would  be  subject  to  the 
decision  arrived  at  by  the  House  the  other  even- 
ing, that  no  increases  to  salaries  above  £200  would 
be  granted,  unless  in  special  cases,  such  as  ho  had 
alreaxly  indicated. 

Vote,  Department  of  Justice,  £1,095,  agreed  to. 

Crown  Law  Office,  £1,620. 

Mr.  GISBORNE,  referring  to  the  item,  "Law 
Draftsman  (also  Clerk,  Land  Claims  Office,  £200), 
£350,"  said  it  had  often  been  asked  in  the  House 
that  a  sum  should  be  voted  which  would  enable 
a  really  good  expert  in  drafting  to  be  employed. 
He  did  not  mean  to  say  that  the  Bills  at  preFcnt 
were  not  drafted  well,  but  he  thought  it  would 
be  better  to  have  an  expert  specially  for  the  work, 
and  to  pay  him  a  suitable  salary,  than  to  employ 
an  officer  at  a  comparatively  low  salary,  who  was 
also  engaged  in  other  capacities. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  paid  that  the  Government 
had  not  had  an  opportunity  of  considering  the 
propriety  of  the  change  suggested  by  the  honor- 
able gentleman.  This  ofiieer,  as  tlic  honorable 
member  knew,  was  of  considerable  standing  in 
Wellington,  and  a  very  efficient  officer.  The  two 
salaries  which  ho  received  made  together  a  very 
fair  remuneration. 

Vote,  Crown  Law  Office,  £1,620,  agreed  to. 

Land  Claims  Offi«c,  £150,  agreed  to. 

Supreme  Court,  £5,322,  agreed  to. 

District  Courts,  £5,801,  agreed  to.  » 

Resident  Magistrates'  and  Wardens*  Courts, 
£34,818. 

Mr,  MolUston 


Mr.  LUNDON  asked  if  there  was  any  likeli- 
hood of  a  Resident  Magistrate  being  appointed 
for  Mongonui.  He  believed  a  correspondence 
had  taken  place  between  the  late  Government 
and  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  district  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  the  questio^  had  not 
been  brought  under  his  notice.  There  was  no 
sum  on  the  estimates  to  meet  such  an  appoint- 
ment, and  no  claim  on  the  subject  had  been 
brought  before  him.  He  would  like  to  say,  with 
regard  to  this  item  of  Resident  Magistrates' 
Courts,  that  there  were  a  number  of  items  that 
appeared  as  increases,  some  of  which  were  really 
not  increases,  because  the  officers  had  been  trans- 
ferred, taking  with  them  the  salaries  they  had 
been  receiving.  There  were  some  salaries  on  the 
estimates  as  increases  in  regard  to  which  there 
had  been  absolute  promises  made,  and  which  had 
already  been  drawn  against.  A  general  direction 
had  been  given,  before  the  estimates  were  brought 
down,  that  no  increases  were  to  be  paid.  There 
were  some  items  which  appeared  to  be  increases, 
but  which  were  not ;  and  in  respect  to  these  the 
Committee  would  understand  that  he  was  asking 
them  to  intrust  the  Government  with  discretion 
in  dealing  with  them. 

Mr.  GISBORNE  said  that  the  case  of  the 
Warden  and  Resident  Magistrate  at  Hokitika  was 
one  which  the  honorable  gentleman  might  perhaps 
regard  as  a  special  case,  worthy  of  exemption  from 
the  rule  referred  to.  The  amount  of  salary  which 
had  hitherto  been  received  by  this  officer  was 
£iOO,  the  other  Wardens  receiving  £5C>0 ;  and 
it  was  now  proposed  that  this  gentleman  should 
also  get  a  salary  of  £500,  and  be  placed  on  the 
same  footing  as  the  others.  He  believed  a  pro- 
mise had  been  given  to  this  effect. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  could  not  pledge  himself 
to  treat  this  as  one  of  the  upecial  cases  to  be 
I  exempted  from  the  general  rule.  If  a  distinct 
]  pledge,  which  tlie  Government  could  not  honor- 
ably go  back  from,  had  been  given,  it  would  have 
to  be  ohpcrved.  But  he  wished  the  Committee 
to  understand  that  the  Government  would  not 
depart  from  the  general  principle  which  this 
House  had  laid  down,  except  in  a  very  special 
case. 

Mr.  GISBORNE  only  called  attention  to  the 
matter  in  order  that  the  honorable  gentleman 
might  look  into  it.  He  believed  there  was  a  cor- 
respondenro  on  the  subject. 

AJr.  ROLLESTON  said  the  case  would  receive 
full  consideration. 

Mr.  FINN  moved.  That  the  it^m,  "  Travelling 
expenses  to  Wardens,  Resident  Magistrates,  and 
Clerks,  £2,500,"  be  struck  out,  because  provision 
was  ah'eady  nmde  for  travelling  expenses  under 
ecparato  headings.  Ho  did  not  see  why  the  Go- 
vernment should  bo  put  to  the  expense  of  supply- 
ing guards  of  honor  to  Resident  Magistrates  w  bo 
wif^hed  to  travel  about  accompanied  by  their  clerk, 
bailiif,  and  policeman. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  it  would  be  belter  not 
to  strike  the  item  out,  because  there  were  certa.in 
expenses  legally  allowed.  It  woxdd  be  far  better 
to  have  efficient,  well-paid  men  going  on  circuit, 
and  therefore  receiving  travelling  allowance,  than 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


1879.] 


Supply. 


[HOUSE.] 


Supply, 


601 


to  hare  a  number  of  men,  ^ith  inferior  salaries, 
and  therefore,  presumably,  of  inferior  abilitj, 
settled  down  in  particular  localities.  If  thie  item 
were  struck  out  the  Government  would  not  be 
able  to  sanction  travelling  expenses  which  the 
law  provided  for,  and  which  were  required  to  be 
paid  under  existing  regulations.  He  quite  ad- 
mitted, from  his  experience  of  the  department, 
that,  if  he  might  use  the  expression,  the  thing 
was  in  a  very  "  mixed  *'  condition  ;  and  he  found, 
when  he  came  into  office,  that  there  was  an  Order 
in  Council  which  practically  set  aside  these  regu- 
lations, and  left  it  to  the  Minister  of  the  day  to 
do  precisely  what  he  thought  fit  in  iudividual 
cases.  He  thought  there  should  be  a  regulation 
that,  wherever  there  were  travelling  allowances, 
such  as  were  referred  to  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Wakatipu,  which  were  attached  to  the 
office,  no  further  travelling  allowances  should 
be  paid.  He  would  look  carefully  into  the  mat- 
ter, and  would  ask  the  Committee  to  leave  with 
the  Government  the  power  of  dealing  with  it 
during  the  recess,  giving  an  assurance  that  the 
thing  would  be  reduced  to  a  system,  and  that 
what  the  honorable  gentleman  complained  of 
would  not  bo  allowed  to  continue. 

Mr.  UE  LAUTOUR  would  like  the  honorable 
gentleman  to  make  a  note  of  the  salary  paid  to 
the  Clerk  of  the  Court  at  Naseby.  He  also  was 
of  opinion  that  these  estimates  were  considerably 
"  mixed,*'  and  thought  that  for  some  years  official 
favouritism  had  been  shown,  which  was  unchecked 
by  Ministers.  The  honorable  gentleman  would 
see  that  the  Clerk  at  Lawrence  received  £325,  the 
Clerk  at  Clive  £325,  and  the  Clerks  at  Greyn.outh 
and  Hokitika  over  £360  each  ;  but  the  Clerks 
at  Naseby  and  Arrow  town  were  picked  out  for 
smaller  salaries.  Tlie  business  at  the  Nasely 
Court  exceeded  the  business  of  any  other  Court 
in  Otago,  and  a  person  of  highly  responsible 
character  was  required  for  the  position.  He  be- 
lieved the  present  officer  gave  every  satisfaction  ; 
and  certainly  the  Clerk  of  the  busiest  Court  in 
Otago  ought  not  to  be  underpaid. 

Mr.  KOLLESTON  said  the  appointment  was  a 
new  one.  The  time  an  officer  had  been  in  the 
service  must  be  taken  into  consideration. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR  pointed  out  that  the 
Naseby  District  was  an  expensive  district  to  live 
in.  It  did  not  follow,  merely  because  a  man  was  a 
bachelor  and  could  live  upon  a  small  sum,  that 
necessarily  he  should  be  compelled  to  do  so. 

Mr.  J.  B.  FISHER  drew  attention  to  the  sraall- 
ness  of  the  ealaries  paid  at  Charleston  and  Lyell. 
The  Clerk  at  Lyell  was  a  married  man.  He  re- 
ceived £200  a  year,  and  was  not  provided  with  a 
house ;  and,  when  it  was  considered  that  the  cost 
of  carriage  to  Lyell  was  £10  a  ton,  it  would  not  be 
difficult  to  understand  that  the  cost  of  living  was 
high.  He  had  to  collect  a  considerable  amount 
of  revenue,  and  the  salary  was  totally  out  of  pro- 
portion to  the  responsibility  of  the  office.  The 
salary  of  the  Clerk  at  Charleston  was  £125,  and 
his  was  therefore  an  equally  hard  ease. 

Mr.  TAWHAI  called  attention  to  the  incon- 
venience caused  by  the  absence  of  a  Resident 
Magistrate  at  Mongonui  since  Mr.  White  was 
pensioned.    The  Rarawa  Tribe  had  always  been 


loyal  and  true ;  but  the  want  of  a  Magistrate  was 
as  much  felt  by  the  Europeans  as  by  the  Natives. 
He  hoped  the  Government  would  appoint  a  Resi- 
dent Magistrate  for  the  district. 

Captain  KENNY  asked  what  provision  was 
made  for  the  travelling  expenses  of  the  Resident 
Magistrate  who  visited  Haveloek,  the  Waka- 
marina  Gold  Fields,  and  Queen  Charlotte  Sound. 
He  was  an  officer  who  had  very  onerous  duties 
to  perform  ;  and,  unless  a  liberal  allowance  was 
made,  it  would  be  a  great  hardship,  as  trarel- 
ling  in  the  district  was  very  expensive,  a  good 
deal  of  it  being  done  by  boat. 

Mr.  ROLLKSTON  said  he  had  no  doubt  it  was 
provided  for  out  of  tlie  vote  just  referred  to  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Wakatipu. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked  whether  any  equalization 
of  the  Resident  Magistrates'  Districts  of  Hokil  ika, 
Greymouth,  West  port,  and  Grey  Valley  was  lilvcly 
to  be  made.  Mr.  Warden  Broad  died  recently  ; 
and  it  was  said  that  his  death  was  accelerated  by 
the  large  size  of  the  district  he  had  to  travel.  Dr. 
Giles,  the  Resident  Magistrate  at  Hokitika,  would 
have  quite  sufficient  to  do  if  he  attended  to  the 
district  from  that  place  south,  without  going  to 
the  north  at  all. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  the  present  arrange- 
ments were  temporary,  with  the  view  of  giving 
the  Government  time  for  further  consideration  of 
the  question  during  the  recess,  when  they  hoped 
to  be  able  to  make  such  ariangements  as  would 
equalize  the  districts  over  which  these  officers 
would  have  to  ti  avel. 

Mr.  TAWHAI  would  like  an  answer  to  his 
question  with  reference  to  a  Magistrate  at  Mo- 
ngonui. 

Mr.  LUNDON  said  that  since  Mr.  White  had 
been  pensioned  off  there  had  been  no  Resident 
Magistrate  there,  and  the  Maoris  felt  a  great 
want  of  one.  There  had  been  a  correspondence 
with  the  late  Minister  of  Justice  upon  the  sub- 
ject, and  also  a  petition  from  the  Natives.  When 
Mr.  Biycc  was  up  there  some  of  the  Justices  of 
the  Peace  in  the  district  represented  the  matter 
to  him,  and  complained  that  they  had  very  long 
distances  to  travel  to  attend  the  Courts.  Mr. 
Bryco  promised  to  lay  the  matter  before  the 
Government. 

•  Mr.  ROLLESTON  would  look  into  the  sub- 
ject, but  could  make  no  distinct  promise  at  the 
present  time.  He  found  this  particular  magis- 
tracy dropped  out  of  the  estimates  by  his  prede- 
cessor, presumably  with  the  idea  that  a  Resident 
Magistrate  was  not  wanted  there.  The  view  of 
the  Government  was  to  consolidate  the  offices  as 
much  as  possible,  and  make  the  Resident  Magis- 
trates traTcl  over  widely-extended  districts,  which 
would  have  the  advantage  of  giving  the  public 
experienced  men  to  do  the  duty. 

Mr.  WAKICFIELD  called  attention  to  the 
salary  of  the  Re.»*ident  Magistrate  at  Timaru. 
This  officer  was  most  experienced,  and  was  very 
much  overworked,  while  his  salary  was  less  than 
than  that  of  several  other  Resident  Magistrates 
of  the  same  standing.  He  hoped  the  Government 
would  see  their  way  to  make  more  equality  in 
these  salaries. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  quite  agreed  that  the  Besi- 
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dent  Magistrate  referred  to  was  a  most  efficient 
officer,  but  the  Committee  had  already  laid  down 
the  condition  that  there  were  to  be  no  increases 
of  salaries. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  had  noticed  that  there 
were  very  great  inequalities  in  the  salaries  of 
Resident  Magistrates  throughout  the  estimates, 
and  he  would  do  his  best  to  bring  down  pro- 
posals next  session  to  rectify  tlii^,  and  to  put  the 
older  officers  in  a  better  position. 

Mr.  LUNDON  called  attention  to  the  small 
salary  paid  to  the  Clerk  at  Mongonui,  who  was 
also  Customhouse  Officer,  and  had  been  Inspector 
of  Schools  until  lately,  and  only  received  £220  a 
Tear  altogether.  He  hoped  the  Minister  would 
look  into  the  matter. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  promised  to  look  into  the 
question,  lie  was  aware  this  was  a  rery  deserv- 
ingofficer. 

Vote,  Resident  Magistrates'  and  "Wardens' 
Courts,  £34,813,  agreed  to. 

Petty  Sessions  Courts,  £113,  agreed  to. 

Criminal  prosecutions,  witnesses,  and  jurors, 
£6,000,  agreed  to. 

Coroners,  £1,875. 

Mr.  STEVENS  asked  whether  Coroners' juries 
received  payment  under  any  circumstauc4?s. 
Qreat  complaints  had  been  made  on  the  subject 
If  a  man  lived  near  a  gaol,  a  lunatic  asylum,  or  a 
hospital,  he  was  liable  to  be  crUed  on  at  any  time 
to  act  in  this  capacity,  and  had  to  lose  his  day's 
work  without  getting  anything  for  it. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  the  Government's  at- 
tention had  been  called  to  the  subject  at  an 
earlier  period  of  the  session,  and  they  had  pro- 
mised to  look  into  it. 

Vote,  Coroners,  £1,876,  agreed  to. 

Prisons,  £30,419. 

Mr.  GEORGE  a^ked  if  there  was  any  inten- 
tion to  equalize  the  salaries  of  Gaolers  throughout 
the  colony.  lie  saw  that  there  was  a  vote  of 
£1,800  for  the  purpose,  but  he  did  not  think  that 
would  be  sufllcient. 

Mr.  W.  J.  HURST  would  like  to  know  why  the 
Gaoler  at  Duncdin  received  a  salary  of  £500  a 
year,  while  the  Gaoler  at  Auckland  only  received 
£300. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  the  Government  pro- 
posed to  equalize  the  salaries  of  these  officials  as 
much  as  possible ;  but  they  must  be  guided  very 
much  by  the  decision  alreatly  arrived  at  by  the 
Committee  that  no  salaries  above  £200  a  year 
should  be  increased. 

Mr.  STEVENS  presumed  that,  if  £1,800  were 
taken  !o  place  tlie  salaries  of  gaol  officials  on 
an  equal  footing,  there  would  be  a  great  deal 
of  levelling-down  as  well  as  Icvelling-up.  He 
thought  the  case  of  the  Gaoler  in  Addington 
should  receive  attention,  os  he  setmed  to  be 
very  much  underpaid  considering  the  work  done. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  that  as  a  Visiting  Jus- 
tice of  the  gaol  t  ho  matter  had  been  brought  under 
his  notice,  and  it  would  receive  con^iileration. 

Mr.  BOWEN  said  the  Government  would 
have  a  long  job  in  dealing  with  this  question 
of  equalizing  the  pay  of  the  gaol  officials.  The 
question  was  under  consideration  some  time  ago, 
when  a  change  of  Government  took  place,  and  a 
Mr.  Tnrnlull 


large  number  of  papers  were  to  be  found  in  the 
department  showing  that  great  discrepancies  ex- 
isted in  1877.  For  instance,  in  Dunedin  Gaol  the 
payment  of  the  officers  and  the  number  of  officers 
were  on  a  higher  scale  than  in  any  other  gaol  in 
the  colony.  The  question  had  never  been  pro- 
perly tackled  since  the  provincial  serricM  were 
taken  over  by  the  General  Government. 

Vote,  Prisons,  £30,419,  agreed  to. 

Contingencies,  £3,900,  agreed  to. 

Miscellaneous  services,  £2,231,  agreed  to. 

Progress  was  reported,  and  leave  given  io  ait 
again. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty-five  minutet  to 
two  o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Wedneadaffy  26/A  November,  1879. 


First  B«ading«  —  Second  Ridings  —  Third  ReadiBg  — 
Maori  TransUtion  of  BilU— Patents  Bill— HinM  Bill 
—  Lawrenoe  Atliennum  and  Miniof(  Institnta  BUI 
— CbriBtehorch  Drill-shed  Bill. 


The  Hon.  the  Sfeaksb  took  the  chair  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 
Praters. 

FIKST  HEADINGS. 
Te  Aro  Reclamation  Bill,  Beprint  of  Statutes 
Bill,  Otago  Road  Boards  BiU. 

SECOND  READINGS. 
Hamilton   Volunteer  Hall  Sit«  Bill,  Hokitika 
Harbour  Board  Endowment  Bill,  Maaterton  and 
Greytown  Lands  Management  Bill. 

THIRD  READING. 
Priiiiitive  Methodist  Temporal  Affairs  Bill. 

MAORI  TRANSLATION  OF  BILLS. 
On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  TAIAROA, 
it  was  ordered.  That  all  Bills  which  have  been 
translated  into  the  Maori  language,  during  each 
session,  be  bound  in  a  similar  manner  to  the 
general  Statutes,  and  that  they  be  placed  in  the 
Generul  Assembly  Library  as  a  means  of  refer- 
ence for  the  Maori  members. 

PATENTS  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER,  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  its  principal 
object  WQS  to  reduce  the  cost  of  getting  patents. 
Whether  or  not  the  costs  under  the  present 
Act  were  excessive,  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  they  were, 
and  it  was  desu'ed  that  they  should  be  reduced. 
In  comparison  with  the  fees  paid  under  the 
existing  Act,  it  would  be  found  tliat  very  con- 
siderable reductions  in  the  f<es  were  proposed 
in  the  present  Bill.  He  thought  tlie  fees  ought 
to  be  fixed  differently.  It  seemed  absurd  that 
fees  should  be  paid  at  the  end  of  three  years,  as 
great  difficulties  would  arise  in  their  colltctiou. 
There  were  some  alterations  proposed  for  the 
purpose  of  simplifying  the  law.  There  was  no 
question  of  policy  involved  in  this  Bill,  which  wac 
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inerelj  an  administratiTe  Bill,  and  he  begged  to 
moTe  that  it  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  was  very  glad 
to  see  this  Bill  introduced.  The  great  fault 
in  their  administration  was,  that  thej  had  used 
the  Patents  Act  to  secure  a  revenue.  In  America 
a  different  principle  was  applied,  and  the  con- 
sequence was,  that  a  great  many  inventions  which 
proved  useful  to  the  whole  world  were  patented, 
on  account  of  the  smallness  of  the  fees  which 
were  charged  in  that  country.  He  congratulated 
the  Hon.  the  Attorney -General  on  taking  this 
atep  towards  what  he  considered  to  be  a  very 
necessary  reform.  He  only  hoped  it  would  go  a 
great  deal  further. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  was  in  hopes  that 
under  this  Bill  the  fees  would  be  a  great  deal 
smaller.  No  doubt  it  was  to  the  small  fees 
charged  in  America  that  the  world  was  indebted 
for  the  ^reat  number  of  inventions,  which  had 
results  in  such  a  great  saving  of  labour.  He  did 
not  know  whether  the  Legislative  Council  could 
interfere  with  the  Schedule,  but  he  thought  the 
Attorney-General  might  defer  the  consideration 
of  the  Bill  until  another  day,  and  see  whether 
the  fees  could  not  be  further  reduced  in  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature.  He  thought  it 
a  farce  to  talk  of  reducing  the  fees  by  such  a 
trifle  as  this  Bill  proposed.  The  whole  of  the 
fees  ought  not  to  amount  to  more  than  £5,  if 
they  wished  to  encourage  local  industries  and 
the  taking-out  of  patents.  The  fees  should  only 
be  such  as  would  prevent  persons  giving  unneces- 
sary work  in  the  registration  of  patents.  It  was 
a  great  farce  to  call  the  fees  set  forth  in  the 
Schedule  to  this  Bill  reductions. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  G.  BUCKLEY  said  he  spoke 
from  memory,  but  he  thought  the  total  cost  in 
America  of  taking  out  a  patent  was  10  dollars. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  said  that 
everybody  who  read  the  Scientific  American  saw 
scores  of  new  inventions  registered.  There  was 
scarcely  a  single  thing  connected  with  social 
economy  or  domestic  use  with  regard  to  which 
patents  did  not  exist  in  America  for  numberless 
inventions  which  were  unknown  in  Ecgland. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

MINES  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  LAHMANN,  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  explained  that  it  had 
been  brought  in  merely  to  remedy  an  omission 
which  was  made  in  "The  Mines  Act,  1877." 
Clause  8  provided  that,  if  a  company  spent  £1,500 
during  three  years  in  cash  or  by  labour,  or  £500 
during  the  last  six  months,  without  receiving  any 
benefit  in  return,  on  payment  of  £5  they  should 
get  twelve  months'  protection  for  their  claim. 
The  Bill  gave  power  to  the  Gt)vemor  to  grant 
this  protection,  and  proof  had  to  be  given  l^fore 
a  Justice  of  the  Peace  that  the  money  had  been 
expended  before  protection  was  asked  for.  Fur- 
thermore, the  Bill  provided  that,  at  the  expira- 
tion of  the  twelve  months,  if  the  company  recom- 
menced work,  and  if  they  could  prove,  after 
twelve  months'  work,  that  they  had  spent  another 
sum  of  £500  in  cash,  then  it  should  be  in  the 
power  of  the  Governor  to  grant  them  another 


twelve  months*  protection.  The  Bill  also  pro- 
vided that,  if  the  company  had  spent  £6,000  over 
and  above  what  they  had  derived  from  their 
mining  enterprise,  the  Gt)vernor  might  give  them 
protection  for  two  years.  Wlien  it  was  considered 
that  the  BiU  would  apply  to  quartz  claims,  and 
would  not  interfere  with  any  private  rights,  he 
hoped  no  objection  would  be  raised  against  it. 
The  Bill  had  been  thoroughly  investigated  by  a 
Committee  in  the  other  House,  and  the  Committee 
had  recommended  that  certain  amendments,  which 
were  now  in  this  Bill,  should  be  assented  to. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASER  would  have  no 
objection  to  the  Bill  if  its  operation  were  con- 
fined entirely  to  the  West  Coast.  But  he  should 
object  to  its  being  applied  to  the  East  Coast, 
because  in  that  case  any  man  might  go  on  any 
Crown  land,  open  a  trench  quite  close  to  a  gentle- 
man's house,  pay  £5,  and  get  protection  for  twelve 
months. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  WHITMORE  did  not  know 
whether  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Government 
to  introduce  a  Bill  this  session  to  secure  safety  to 
the  miners  working  in  the  coal  mines  of  the  colony. 
He  considered  this  a  very  necessary  piece  of  legis- 
lation. With  regard  to  the  present  Bill,  it  was  a 
question  of  doubtful  wisdom  whether  by  means  of 
the  proposed  protection  those  who  had  already 
lost  money  should  be  encouraged  to  go  on  until 
they  incurred  a  still  greater  loss.  It  might  be  a 
mi»taken  kindness  to  grant  the  protection  pro- 
posed. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  intimated 
that  when  in  Committee  on  the  Bill  he  would 
move  the  insertion  of  a  clause.  The  Qto\&  Fields 
Committee  of  1877,  in  going  through  the  Mine* 
Act  of  1877,  recommended  certain  regulations 
which  should  be  given  efiect  to  under  that  law. 
These  recommendations  were  incorporated  in  that 
Act.  Power  was  given  to  the  Government  to 
alter  these  regulations,  and  the  effect  of  that 
power  was,  that  in  one  case  the  Minister  of 
Mines  in  the  late  Government  swept  away  the 
whole  of  the  legislation  that  had  been  considered 
there  by  one  stroke  of  his  pen.  As  soon  as  the 
Gold  Fields  Committee  met  in  Session  I.  of  this 
year,  it  did  not  take  them  five  minutes  to  put  an 
end  t-o  this  power,  and  it  was  abolished.  If  such 
power  was  given  as  would  affect  the  principle  of 
our  laws,  it  would  be  much  better  to  have  no  laws 
at  all.  He  would  be  prepared  to  move  the  inser- 
tion of  a  clause  when  the  Council  went  into  Com- 
mittee on  the  BiU. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

LAWRENCE  ATHEN^UM  AND  MINING 
INSTITUTE  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS,  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  the  whole  prin- 
ciple of  the  measure  was  to  authorize  the  borrow- 
ing of  £iOO,  to  be  repaid  within  four  years,  at 
£100  a  year.  The  rents  arising  from  the  reserves 
amounted  to  something  like  £106  per  annum. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  DILLON  BELL  was  not 
aware  what  form  of  instrument  could  be  desig- 
nated a  mortgage  of  land  which  did  not  give 
the  power  to  sell.  Parliament  was  asked  from 
time  to  time  to  give  grants  of  land  to  these  local 
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bodies.  They  got  into  debt,  and  then  asked  for 
leave  to  mortgage  or  sell  the  land.  He  hoped 
tlie  honorable  gentleman  would  not  consent  to 
allow  of  the  land  being  affectel  as  a  security. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WUITAKER  agreed  that  it 
was  very  objectionable,  as  had  been  pointed  out 
by  the  Hon.  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell,  to  first  give  these 
bodies  land,  and  then  enable  them  to  place  the 
land  in  such  a  position  that  it  might  be  sold- 
But  it  would  appear  that  this  was  not  by  any 
means  a  ca«o  of  that  kind.  He  understood  that 
after  this  land  had  been  granted  the  trustees 
had  erected  upon  it  a  good  building,  to  complete 
which  they  had  been  compelled  to  borrow  £400. 
To  pay  off  this  sura  they  asked  for  power  to 
mortgage  the  rents  and  profits  arising  from  the 
property.  There  were  rents  to  the  extent  of 
£140  or  £150  a  year,  and  out  of  these  the  amount 
borrowed  could  be  paid  in  four  years.  If  the 
Council  never  passed  a  worse  borrowing  Bill  than 
this,  very  little  harm  would  be  done  by  bor- 
rowing. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  might  bo  allowed 
to  correct  the  Hon.  the  Attorney- G^eneral.  The 
£400  had  been  borrowed,  not  to  erect  the  Institute 
— although  there  was  a  very  good  building — but 
to  improve  another  piece  of  land,  which,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  expenditure  on  it,  now  yielded  a 
revenue  of  about  £l40  a  year.  Tlie  result  of  the 
expenditure  showed  that  it  was  a  wise  proceed- 
ing, and  he  hoped  the  Bill  would  be  passed. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

CHRISTCHUBCH  DBILLSHED  BILL. 

This  Bill  was  further  considered  in  Committee. 

Schedule. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  G.  BUCKLEY  moved,  as  an 
amendment,  That  (he  word  "  six  "  be  struck  out, 
and  the  word  "  thsee  '*  inserted  in  lieu  thereof. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  word  proposed  to  be 
omitted  ^tand  part  of  the  Schedule;"  upon  which 
a  dirision  was  called  for,  with  the  following  re- 
sult :— 

Ayes         16 

Noes         14 


Majority  for 


AT£S. 


Mr.  Acland, 
Colonel  Brett, 
Mr.  Dignan, 
Mr.  G-ray, 
Mr.  Henderson, 
Mr.  Q-.  R.  Johnson, 
Mr.  Miller, 
Mr.  Peacock, 

Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell, 
Mr.  G.  Buckley, 
Mr.  Chamberlin, 
Mr.  Edwards, 
Captain  Eraser, 
Mr.  Holmes, 
Mr.  Menzies, 


Mr.  Peter, 

Major  Hichmond,  C.B., 

Mr.  Robinson, 

Mr.  Scotland, 

Mr.  Whitaker, 

Colonel  Whitmore, 

Mr.  Wilson. 


Noes. 

Mr.  Nurse, 
Mr.  Paterson," 
Mr.  Pharazyo, 
Dr.  Pollen, 
Mr.  Waterhouse, 
Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Wood. 


The  Council  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  past  &je 
o'clock  p.m. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wednetdatf,  2^th  November,  1879. 


The  amendment  was  consequently  negatived. 
Bill  reported,  with  amendments. 
Son.  Sir  F,  Dillon  Bell 


Third  E«»ding— School  ofMinet— Okarito  Li|fht— Tha: 
Drill-hall— War  MateriaU— Ashley  Gorge  Bridge— I>r. 
Buller — W.  J.  Hurst— InvercargiU  Benevolent  Insti- 
tution—Queenstown  Gaol— North  Taieri  Road— Weat 
Coast  Inspector  of  Mines— Parliament  Boildines  Wir» 
—  Edendale-Fortrosa  Uailwoy  —  Otautau-Nif^tc»pt 
Railway  —  Lake  Wakatipu  Ai;ricultaral  Land — New 
Zealand  Constitution  Act  1853  Amendment  Bill— Gold- 
mining— D.  McCready— Civil  Servioa— H.  W.  Farnall 
—Rodney  Roads— A.  'Stitt— Civil  ServanU'  e»Uriea— 
Nelson  South-west  Gold  Fields  —  Tar«iaki  Iron- 
smelting  Works  Bill. 

Mr.  Sfeakieb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 
Pbayess. 

THIRD  BEADING. 
Bfarlborough  Bivers  District  Union  Bill. 

SCHOOL  OF  MINES. 

Mr.  BEEVES  asked  the  Minister  of  Mines,  If, 
during  the  recess,  he  will  institute  inquiries  with 
a  view  to  establish  a  School  of  Mines  in  the 
colony?  The  Minister  of  Mines  was  no  doubt 
aware  that  a  sum  of  £500  was  put  down  for  a 
School  of  Mines  in  Otago,  and  £150  for  Canter- 
bury ;  but  that  did  not  at  all  meet  the  require- 
ments of  the  case.  Bj  far  the  most  important 
part  of  the  gold  fields  of  New  Zealand — the  west 
coast  of  the  Middle  Island — was  left  out  in  the 
cold.  It  would  be  far  more  satisfactory  to  esta- 
blish a  School  of  Mines  in  some  central  place, 
and  not  continue  the  present  farcical  arrange- 
ment. 

Mr.  KOLLESTON  said  it  was  decided  last 
year  that  a  School  of  Mines  should  be  established 
in  Otago,  and  another  in  Canterbury.  There  was 
already  a  professor  lecturing  in  Otago  in  connec- 
tion with  the  School  of  Mines,  and  considerable 
progress  had  been  made  in  collecting  specimens, 
and  towards  putting  the  institution  upon  a  satis- 
factory footing.  The  Royal  Commission  on 
Higher  Education  would  shortly  report  on  the 
subject,  and  further  inquiry  would  be  made  by 
the  Goremment. 

OKARITO  LIGHT. 

Mr.  GISBORNE  asked  the  Minister  in  Charge 
of  the  Marine  Department,  If  he  will  allow  the 
white  light  on  the  flagstaff  at  Okarito,  west 
coast  of  Middle  Island,  to  be  continued  ?  This 
light  had  been  established  for  a  great  many 
years.  Its  annual  cost  was  only  about  £20,  and, 
although  it  might  not  be  useful  in  enabling  ressels 
to  enter  the  harbour  at  night,  it  was  useful  for 
purposes  of  identification  of  locality  in  respect  of 
coasters  which  approached  that  part  of  the  coast. 
He  hoped  the  honorable  gentleman  would  post- 
pone the  abolition  of  the  light  for  some  time,  at 
least. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  he  had  every  desire 
to  favourably  consider  the  matter,  but  he  was 
informed  by  the  Marine  Department  that  the 
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light  was  useless.  It  was  true  its  maintenance 
only  cost  £20  per  annum,  but  the  port,  he  was 
informed,  was  only  visited  by  one  vessel,  which 
always  entered  and  departed  by  daylight,  so  that 
really  the  light  was  of  no  use  whatever.  He 
would  make  further  inquiry,  and,  if  it  were  found 
that  the  light  was  of  any  use  at  all,  he  would 
accede  to  the  honorable  gentleman's  request. 

THAMES   DRILL-HALL. 

Sir  G.  GREY  asked  the  Government,  If  they 
will  make  provision  on  the  supplementary  esti- 
mates for  a  drill-hall  for  the  Thames  Volunteers, 
in  the  same  manner  as  they  have  made  provision 
for  similar  halls  for  Volunteers  in  other  parts  of 
the  colony  ? 

Mr.  HALL  said  the  officer  commanding  the 
Thames  Volunteers  had  asked  for  a  sum  of 
£2,400— £1,200  for  a  drill-shed,  and  £1,200  for  a 
drill-ground.  The  assistance  given  to  other  dis- 
tricts had  been  a  subsidy  of  £1  for  £1  on  the 
amount  raised  by  the  Volunteers  themselves; 
the  Government  snb&idy  in  no  case  to  exceed 
£300.  They  were  therefor©  not  able  to  comply 
with  the  request  made.  It  was  thought  £600 
would  bo  sufficient  to  procure  an  ordinary  drill- 
shed.  The  only  grant  that  had  been  made  of 
a  larger  amount  was  made  to  the  Wellington 
Artillery.  A  heavy  battery  of  guns  having  been 
ordered,  the  Government  would  have  to  provide 
for  it. 

WAR   MATERIALS. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  asked  the  Government,  If 
tliere  are  any  Government  papers  or  correspond- 
ence in  the  hands  of  the  Government  bearing 
on  the  subject  of  the  manufactiu^  of  amuiuui- 
lion  and  war  materials  in  this  colony  ;  and,  if  so, 
will  the  Gh)vernment  lay  such  papers  before  this 
House? 

Mr.  HALL  said  there  had  been  a  correspond- 
ence on  the  subject  between  the  Government 
and  the  Agent-General,  and  a  copy  of  that  cor- 
respondence would  be  laid  on  the  table. 

ASHLEY  GORGl!:  BRIDGE. 

Mr.  MOORHOUSE  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  Whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  complete  the  approaches  to  the 
Ashley  Gorge  Bridge  ?  Although  the  bridge  was 
completed,  the  approaches  were  not,  and  the  oridge 
was  therefore  useless.  It  had  been  erected  some 
years,  was  out  of  repair,  was  vested  in  no  one, 
and  was  of  no  use  whatever. 

Mr.  OLIVER  said  it  was  true  the  bridge  was 
useless,  because  the  approaches  had  not  been  made. 
A  sum  of  money  would  therefore  be  placed  on  the 
estimates  to  complete  the  approaches. 

DR.  BULLER. 

Mr.  PYKE  asked  the  Premier,  What  amount 
has  been  paid  by  the  Government  to  Dr.  Buller, 
within  the  present  year,  and  uj>  to  date,  for  ser- 
vices; also,  what  is  the  nature  of  such  services, 
and  whether  that  gentleman's  services  are  still 
retained  by  the  Government,  and  upon  what  terms 
and  conditions  ? 

Mr.  BRYCE  replied  that  the  amount  which 
had  been  paid  to  Dr.  Buller  during  the  period 
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named  in  the  question  vras  £651.  Dr.  Buller  was 
specially  retained  at  present  as  counsel  in  Native 
land  cases,  for  which  he  received  10  guineas  per 
day.  The  £651  was  paid  for  services  m  the  same 
capacity. 

W.  J.  HURST. 

Mr.  SHRIMSEI  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  the  W.  J.  Hurst  mentioned  in  the 
estimates  for  the  present  year.  Class  I.,  in  the 
Colonial  Secretary's  Department,  as  entitled  to 
£84  for  services  rendered  as  Chairman  to  Auck- 
land Hospital  Committee,  is  a  member  of  this 
House ;  and  when  these  services  were  rendered  ? 
He  asked  this  question  because  there  were  a 
number  of  gentlemen  in  the  position  of  chairmen 
of  charitable  institutions,  and  he  wished  to  know 
whether  they  would  be  paid  for  their  services  by 
the  Crown. 

Mr.  HALL  replied  that  in  1877  a  Royal  Com- 
mission—  not  a  Committee  —  was  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  Auckland  Hospital,  Ghiol,  and 
Lunatic  Asylum,  of  which  Commission  Mr.  Hurst 
was  Chairman.  Payments  were  made  to  the 
Secretary  and  to  Mr.  Hurst,  the  latter  receiving 
80  guineas. 

INVERCARGILL  BENEVOLENT  INSTITU- 
TION. 

Mr.  BAIN  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands,  Why 
the  Crown  grants  of  Sections  1,  2,  3,  20,  21,  and 
22,  Block  49,  Town  of  Invercargill,  have  not  been 
issued  to  the  Invercargill  Benevolent  Institution, 
these  sections  having  been  permanently  reserved 
for  the  purpose  by  Proclamation  in  the  New  ZeO' 
land  Gazette  of  18th  July,  1878? 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  replied  that  certain  pre- 
liminary steps  to  the  incorporation  of  the  Bene- 
volent Society  had  not  been  given  efPect  to ;  but 
when  the  society  was  incorporated  the  grant 
would  be  issued. 

QUEENSTOWN  GAOL. 

Mr.  FINN  asked  the  Gt)vernment,  If  they  in- 
tend to  erect  a  public  gaol  at  Queenstown  ;  and, 
if  so,  when  ?  About  seventeen  years  ago  a  log- 
hut  was  erected  at  Queenstown,  which  had  ever 
since  been  used  as  a  gaol.  It  had  been  condemned 
by  the  Judges,  the  Magistrates,  and  the  Visiting 
Justices.  Some  time  ago  the  Government  called 
for  tenders  for  the  erection  of  a  gaol,  and  the 
tenderers  made  the  necessary  deposits.  These 
tenderers  had  never  received  an  answer,  and 
their  cheques  were  retained  by  the  Government. 
Fresh  tenders  were  afterwards  called  for,  and 
the  deposits  in  those  cases  were  also  retained,  and 
were  in  the  hands  of  the  Gk)vemment  at  the  pre- 
sent time.  A  gaol  was  absolutely  necessary,  as 
it  was  dangerous  t-o  confine  prisoners  in  the  pre- 
sent building,  even  for  a  single  night. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  replied  that  tho  question  of 
having  small  district  gaols  was  one  which  required 
very  careful  consideration.  A  number  of  re- 
quests had  been  made  for  the  erection  of  such 
gaols,  and  the  Gorernnient  wished  to  take  time 
to  consider  whether  there  was  any  necessity  for 
tliem.  In  this  particular  case  the  statement  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  was  correct  that  tenders 
had  been  call^  for  and  received,  but  he  founc^ 
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that  a  question  had  been  raised  by  the  previous 
Goremment  as  to  the  necessity  for  the  gaol. 
That  question  was  verj  properly  raised,  and  the 
GoTemmont  required  more  information  before 
they  proceeded  further  in  the  matter.  The 
opinions  he  had  received  tended  to  show  that 
this  gaol  was  not  necessary. 

NORTH  TAIERI  ROAD. 

Mr.  BARRON,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Fulton, 
asked  the  Minister  for  Public  Workf^,  Why  the 
sum  of  £3,000,  voted  under  "The  Immigration 
and  Public  Works  Appropriation  Act,  1878,"  be- 
ing Vote  No.  87,  Item  34,  road  North  Taieri  to 
Run  No.  76  (Boyd's),  and  bridge  across  Taieri 
Eiver,  six  miles,  to  open  up  28,000  acres,  has 
not  been  expended  ;  and  whether  the  Qovern- 
ment  are  prepared  to  place  that  sum  on  the  esti- 
mates for  the  same  purpose  for  the  current 
financial  year  ? 

Mr.  Oliver  repUed  that  the  money  had  not 
been  spent  because  the  railway  works  were  not 
sufficiently  advanced  to  make  the  necessary  con- 
nection. The  money  would,  however,  be  again 
Toted  this  year. 

WEST  COAST  INSPECTOR  OF  MINES. 

Mr.  REEVES  asked  the  Minister  of  Mines,  If 
it  is  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  appoint 
an  Inspector  of  Mines  for  the  west  coast  of  the 
Middle  Island  ?  This  question  had  been  asked 
on  one  or  two  occasions  in  former  sessions,  and  it 
was  understood  that  an  Inspector  of  Mines  would 
be  appointed  on  the  West  Coast,  inasmuch  as 
there  nad  been  considerable  loss  of  life  through 
there  being  no  proper  supervision  of  the  work 
there. 

Mr.  OLIVER  replied  that  the  coal  mines  of 
the  West  Coast  were  now  visited  every  year  by 
the  Inspector.  It  was  not  the  intention  of  the 
Goremment  to  appoint  an  Inspector  of  Gold 
Mines  this  year. 

PARLIAMENT  BUILDINGS  WIRE. 

Mr.  REEVES  asked  the  Commissioner  of  Tele- 
graphs, When  he  will  cause  the  wire  to  be  again 
worked  from  Parliament  Buildings  ?  Honorable 
members  were  put  to  very  great  inconvenience 
through  this  wire  being  cut  off.  He  might  say 
that  on  the  previous  day  he  received  two  urgent 
telegrams,  and  an  hour  had  elapsed  between  the 
time  they  were  delivered  at  the  lower  office  and 
that  at  which  they  were  received  in  the  Buildings. 
Although  the  Government,  very  properly,  was 
going  in  for  retrenchment,  he  thought  they  might 
allow  this  wire  to  be  used  by  members  duriug  the 
remainder  of  the  session.  * 

Mr.  HALL  repUed  that  the  honorable  gentle- 
man was  quite  correct  in  saying  that  the  present 
arrangement  was  adopted  with  a  view  to  economy. 
As  the  honorable  gentleman  was  one  of  those 
who  contended  that  members  of  the  House  should 
begin  with  themselves  in  carrying  out  economy, 
he  trusted  that  the  honorable  gentleman,  and  the 
House  generally,  would  eee  the  advisability  of 
the  arrangement.  One  operator  was  kept  at  the 
Buildings  at  present,  whereas  it  would  require 
two  if  all  messages  were  to  be  telegraphed  direct 
Mr,  RoUetton 


from  the  office.  Ordinary  messages  were  sent 
every  quarter  of  an  hour  to  the  head  office  by  a 
messenger,  and  urgent  telegrams  were  sent  direct 
from  the  Parliament  Buildings.  That  system  had 
been  in  operation  for  some  time,  and  he  was 
informed  that  very  little  delay  occurred.  If  the 
honorable  gentleman  would  give  him  particulars 
of  the  delay  that  occurred  in  the  case  he  referred 
to,  inquiries  should  be  made  into  the  matter. 

EDENDALE-FORTROSE  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  SHANKS  asked  the  Government,  What 
steps,  if  any,  have  been  taken  to  have  the  land 
at  Mataura,  reserved  and  set  apart  for  the  pur- 
pose of  paying  for  the  construction  of  the  Eden- 
dale  and  Fortrose  Railway  (being  about  48,000 
acres),  surveyed  into  suitable-sized  sections,  and 
thrown  open  for  sale  ?  Also,  if  they  will  be  pre- 
pared to  place  a  considerable  portion  of  the  de- 
scribed land  in  the  market  under  the  deferred-pay- 
ment system  ?  He  need  hardly  say  that  the  land 
referred  to  was  on  the  confines  of  land  which  had 
already  been  settled  by  a  large  number  of  peofde. 
He  wanted  to  know  whether  the  Ch)vemment 
would  be  prepared  to  place  the  land  in  the  mar- 
ket at  once. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  replied  that,  ae  be  had 
learned,  the  original  intention  of  the  Gk>vemment 
was  that  the  land  should  not  be  sold  until  the 
opening  of  the  railway  gave  it  additional  value. 
At  present  it  was  not  subdivided  into  sections, 
and  could  not  be  placed  in  the  market. 

OTAUTAU-NIGHTCAPS  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  McCAUGHAN  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  If  the  Otautau  and  Nightcaps 
Railway  was  let  to  a  bond  fide  contractor,  if  any 
deposit  was  paid,  and  if  he  will  lay  the  contract 
before  this  House ;  no  progress  having  yet  been 
made  with  the  contract  ? 

Mr.  OLIVER  replied  that  the  contract  was 
let  to  Mr.  James  Innes,  who  had  previously  per- 
formed some  work  under  contract  for  the  Go- 
vernment. The  contractor  had  deposited  £50, 
and  had  given  security  for  £550.  Serious  annoy- 
ance had  been  caused  to  the  department  by  the 
dilatoriness  of  the  contractor  ;  but  he  would  now 
be  compelled  to  go  on  with  the  work. 

LAKE  WAKATIPU  AGRICULTURAL 
LAND. 

Mr.  FINN  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands,  What 
is  the  cause  of  delay  in  the  throwing-open  of  certain 
agricultural  land  at  the  head  of  Lake  Wakatipu  ? 
He  begged  to  point  out  that  he  had  visited  his 
district  within  the  last  fortnight,  and  several  set- 
tlers there  were  desirous  to  take  up  the  land;  there 
was  about  twenty  thousand  acres  of  good  agricul- 
tural land  shut  up  from  settlement.  It  was  quite 
time  to  have  this  land  thrown  open,  as  frequent 
applications  had  been  made  to  Uie  Government 
during  the  last  ten  years  to  do  so ;  but  all  those 
applications  had  been  neglected. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  replied  that  there  was  no 
intention  to  delay  the  opening  of  this  land  after 
the  House  had  determined  upon  the  Land  Bill 
which  was  now  before  it.  As  he  was  informed, 
the  high  price  at  which  the  land  would  have  to 
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be  sold  if  pat  into  the  market  would  deter  pur- 
chasers at  the  preseut  time.  He  would  take  care 
that  the  question  recei?ed  full  attention  imme- 
diately after  the  House  rose. 

NEW  ZEALAND  CONSTITUTION  ACT 
1852  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

This  Bill  was  read  a  first  time. 

Sir  a.  GBEY  moved,  That  the  Bill  be  printed, 
and  read  a  second  time  on  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  BO  WEN  thought  that,  before  a  Bill  affect- 
ing the  Constitution  was  brought  on  for  second 
reading,  the  mover  should  explain  its  purport. 

Mr.  HALL  said  thct  at  tlie  time  the  honorable 
member  asked  for  leave  to  introduce  the  Bill  he 
did  not  hear  him  do  so.  He  agreed  with  the 
honorable  member  for  Kaiapoi,  that  it  would  be 
reasonable  for  the  honorable  member,  in  proposing 
a  Bill  of  such  great  importance,  to  be  good  enough 
to  state  to  the  House  its  seneral  purport.  He 
hoped  that,  before  they  fixed  a  day  for  the  second 
reading,  the  honorable  gentleman  would  be  good 
enough  to  do  so. 

Sir  G.  GREY  thought  that,  as  the  Bill  had 
been  read  a  first  time,  the  preferable  plan  would 
be  to  allow  him  to  make  his  statement  on  the 
second  reading.  He  believed  that  was  the  usual 
course. 

Mr.  BOWEN  did  not  suppose  for  a  moment 
that  there  would  have  been  any  objection  on  the 
part  of  the  honorable  member.  He  only  wanted 
the  briefest  information  as  to  the  Bill. 

Mr.  MAC  ANDRE  W  thought  it  would  be  rather 
a  pity  to  raise  discussions  on  the  introduction  of 
Bills. 

Mr.  HALL  said  that,  if  the  honorable  member 
did  not  state  the  purport  of  the  Bill,  he  would 
object  to  a  day  being  fixed  for  its  second  reading. 

Mr.  MOSS  thought  it  would  be  a  very  great 
pity  to  raise  a  discussion  at  tliis  stage,  when  there 
was  so  much  private  busineps  to  be  disposed  of. 
He  hoped  the  usual  courtesy  would  be  extended 
to  the  honorable  member. 

Mr.  McLEAN  said  that  perhaps  the  honorable 
member  for  the  Thames  had  not  yet  made  up 
his  mind  as  to  what  he  was  going  to  put  in  the 
Bill.  Probably  it  was  one  of  those  bogus  Bills 
which  were  simply  introduced  for  the  purpose  of 
having  **  a  shy "  all  round.  If  the  honorable 
member  would  just  confess  that  he  had  not  yet 
made  up  his  mind  as  to  what  he  would  put  in  the 
Bill,  no  doubt  the  House  would  have  no  objection 
to  fix  a  day  for  (he  second  reading,  and  give  him 
an  evening  to  himself. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  hoped  the  mover  would 
vouchsafe  some  information  to  the  House  on  an 
important  question  of  this  kind.  Members  were 
very  anxious  to  get  on  with  necessary  business, 
but  now  they  found  there  was  a  great  constitu- 
tional change  impending,  if  they  were  to  judge  by 
what  had  fallen  from  the  honorable  gentleman. 
If  they  were  not  to  be  told  the  nature  of  that 
change,  it  might  be  a  question  whether  the  House 
was  prepared  at  this  late  stage  to  enter  upon 
even  the  preliminaiy  steps  of  sucli  a  Bill.  He 
hoped  the  honorable  member  would  see  fit  to  give 
them  some  information.  His  present  course  was 
entirely  at_  variance  with  what  the   honorable 


gentleman  always  advocated — namely,  that  open- 
ness and  the  disclosure  of  all  information  with 
respect  to  public  business  should  characterize 
men  in  public  positions. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  submitted  that  the  course 
taken  by  the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames 
was  entirely  in  accordance  with  the  practice  of 
the  House.  In  many  cases,  when  Bills  were 
brought  before  the  House  for  the  first  time  they 
had  not  been  touched  with  the  pen.  The  short 
title  was  simply  written  on  a  piece  of  paper.  He 
did  not  see  wny  the  honorable  gentleman  should 
be  called  upon  to  depart  from  the  usual  practice. 
The  Bill  would  be  in  print  in  a  few  days,  and 
there  would  be  plenty  of  time  to  explain  the 
object  of  the  measure  when  it  came  on  for  the 
second  readine. 

Sir  G.  GREY  said  his  reply  was  this:  He 
thought  he  should  be  allowed  to  have  the  Bill 
printed  before  its  second  reading,  and  let  it  get 
before  the  country.  He  ought  not  to  be  com- 
pelled to  make  a  siiort  statement  respecting  what 
he  regarded  as  an  important  measure.  His  pro- 
ceeding was  a  perfectly  plain  one.  He  finished 
drafting  the  Bill  to-day,  and  it  was  ready  to  be 
put  in  the  hands  of  the  Printer.  It  was  manifestly 
unfair  to  allow  him  to  have  the  Bill  read  a  first 
time,  and  then  require  him  to  make  a  statement 
on  a  most  important  measure,  without  the  printed 
Bill  being  before  the  House.  He  had  never  heard 
of  such  a  proposition.  It  was  unusual  and  un- 
constitutional to  refuse  to  allow  a  member  to 
have  a  Bill,  which  had  been  read  a  first  time,  laid 
before  the  Hou-e.  He  understood  that  he  had 
pursued  the  proper  course ;  and  he  would  cer- 
tainly not  now  attempt  to  damage  the  Bill  by 
making  a  verbal  statement  to  a  thin  House,  after 
which  members  would  rush  in  and  vote  on  some- 
thing they  had  never  seen,  and  which  (he  country 
had  never  seen.  He  had  a  right  to  get  the  Bill 
printed  nnd  laid  before  the  House  and  the  coun- 
try. Then,  when  some  consideration  had  been 
bestowed  upon  it,  let  the  House  reject  it  if  they 
thought  proper.  Such  a  hostile  line  of  proceed- 
ing as  this  was  he  had  never  heard  of  before. 
The  honorable  member  for  Waikouaiti,  in  a  most 
malicious  manner,  said  that  he  (Sir  G.  Grey)  had 
not  made  up  his  mind  as  to  the  Bill.  That  was 
a  most  unfair  and  discourteous  statement,  and 
was  like  those  which  always  came  from  him. 
The  Bill  was  drafted  and  complete.  He  would 
stand  upon  his  right,  and  ask  tne  House  to  sup- 
port him  in  laying  (he  Bill  before  the  House  and 
the  country.  Let  the  House  then  decide  what 
they  would  do  with  it. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  on 
Wednesday  next. 

GOLD-MINING. 

Mr.  FINN  moved.  That  this  House  will,  on 
Wednesday  next,  resolve  itself  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to  consider  of  a  respectful  address  to 
be  presented  to  the  Governor,  praying  that  His 
Excellency  will  cause  the  sum  of  £100,000  to 
be  placed  on  the  estimates  for  the  purpose  of 
encouraging  gold-mining  industries  within  the 
Colojiy  of  New  Zealand. 

Question  put,  "That  the  motion  be  agreed  to;" 
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upon  which  a  diTision  was  called   for,  with  the 

following  result : — 

Ayes          26 

Noes         32 


Majority  against 


6 


Mr.  Acton  Adams, 
Mr.  Barron, 
Mr.  Beetham, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  J.  B.  Fisher, 
Mr.  George, 
Mr.  Qisbome, 
Sir  Q.  Grey, 
Major  Harris, 
Mr.  Lundon, 
Mr.  Masters, 
Mr.  McCaughan, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Beeres, 

Mr.  AUwright, 
Mr.  Andrews, 
Major  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Bain, 
Mr.  Bal lance, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Bryce, 
Captain  Colbeck, 
Mr.  Dick, 
Mr.  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  W.  J.  Hurst, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Mason, 
Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Oliyer, 
The  motion  was 


Ayes. 

Mr.  Reid, 
Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Shephard, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Speight, 
Mr.  Stewart, 
I  Mr.  Tainui, 
j  Mr.  Thomson, 
Mr.  Tomoana, 
I  Mr.  Whitaker. 

!  Tellers, 

I  Mr.  Finn, 
I   Mr.  Seddon. 

Noes. 

Mr.  Ormond, 

Mr.  Pitt, 
;  Mr.  Richmond, 
,  Mr.  Richardson, 

Mr.  RoUeston, 
,  Mr.  Saunders, 
I  Mr.  Studholmo, 
'  Mr.  Swanson, 

Colonel  Trimble, 
!  Mr.  Turnbull, 
'  Dr.  Wallis, 
I  Major  WilHs, 

Mr.  Reader  Wood. 


Tellers. 
,  Mr.  Sutton, 
I  Mr.  Wakefield, 
consequently  negatived. 


D.  McCREADY. 
Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR,  in  moving  the  motion 
standing  in  his  name,  said  he  would  be  able  in  a 
very  brief  space  of  time  to  explain  the  principal 
facts  set  forth  in  the  petition.  The  petitioner  had 
been  in  possession,  by  consent  of  the  runholder, 
of  an  area  of  land,  at  Kyeburn  Diggings,  fifty 
acres  in  extent,  for  a  period  of  eight  or  nine 
years.  He  had  cropped  it  extensively,  and  had 
al?o  used  the  land  in  connection  with  a  coal  mine, 
which  was  in  his  occupation.  He  was  not  coming 
before  the  House  in  the  position  of  a  person 
begging  for  an  area  of  land  fur  tlie  sustenance  of 
himself  and  his  family,  as  he  was  a  man  of  sub- 
stantial position.  He  had  been  a  thoroughly  good 
colonist,  and  had  developed  a  large  coal  field, 
whicli  had  been  of  very  great  benefit  to  the  dis- 
trict. Ho  had  been  lor  many  years  anxious  to 
obtain  a  title  to  that  piece  of  land,  not  so  much 
for  its  inherent  value  as  to  liare  a  homestead 
which  ho  could  call  his  own  freehold.  The  late 
Government  recognized  this  so  fully  that  tlie 
department  rather  went  out  of  its  way  to  lead  him 
to  believe  that  he  would  obtain  a  titl«  under  the 
Vomestead  clause  of  the  Mines  Act.  There  was  no 
Mr,  Finn 


district  at  that  time  declared  a  special  district,  at 
was  requisite  in  the  terms  of  the  Act ;  and  to  suit 
the  circumstances  of  the  individual  a  large  dis- 
trict was  proclaimed  in  order  that  the  petitioner 
might  have  an  opportunity  of  applying  for  a  title 
under  the  homestead  clause.  In  this  lie  thought 
the  Government  were  to  blame,  because  it  was 
not  considered  that,  in  meeting  the  case  of  the 
individual,  other  substantial  interests  might  pos- 
sibly be  prejudicially  afiected  ;  and  the  result 
of  the  Proclamation  was  to  induce  considerable 
alarm  in  the  district  over  which  it  would  have 
effect.  It  was  fair  to  the  Government  to  say 
that  the  petitioner  was  not  told  positively  that  he 
would  obtain  his  title,  but  merely  that  he  would 
be  placed  in  the  position  of  obtaining  such  a 
title,  running  the  nsk  of  objections  that  might  be 
offered.  However,  the  practice  then  followed  of 
proclaiming  a  largo  district  to  meet  the  circum- 
stances of  one  case  was,  he  thought,  a  practice 
which  should  be  very  reluctantly  followed  by  any 
Government.  The  Committee  were  satisfied,  from 
the  evidence  they  had  taken,  that  it  was  not  de- 
sirable that  the  district  proclaimed  should  remain 
a  district  for  the  granting  of  homesteads  under 
clause  C)6  of  the  Mines  Act ;  but  a  difficulty  was 
met  with  from  the  fact  that,  although  there  was 
power  to  proclaim  special  districts,  by  some  over- 
sight it  did  not  appear  that  any  such  Proclama- 
tion could  be  cancelled  :  vested  rights  having 
once  accrued,  they  could  not,  under  the  existing 
law,  be  taken  away.  To  remedy  this,  a  recom- 
mendation was  made  in  the  report  that  a  pro- 
vision should  be  introduced  into  the  Mines  Act 
Amendment  Bill  now  before  Parliament,  giving 
the  Governor  power  from  time  to  lime  to  revoke 
Proclamations  made  under  this  clause,  as  was 
usual  in  the  case  of  Proclamations  under  other 
clauses  of  tlie  same  Act.  Now,  with  regard  to  the 
petitioner,  while  the  Committee  thought  that  he 
should  not  be  allowed  to  take  advantage  of  the 
homestead  clause,  and  that  the  Government  were 
right  in  subsequently  refusing  to  grant  his  appli- 
cation, although  recommended  by  the  Warden, 
yet  they  considered  that  the  petitioner  was  en- 
titled to  consideration  ;  and  the  evidence  showed 
that  the  feeling  in  the  district  on  the  part  of 
the  miners  was  not  agaiut-t  his  getting  the  land, 
but  against  his  doing  so  under  such  conditions 
as  to  exclude  the  land  in  all  circumstances 
from  the  operation  of  the  mining  laws.  The 
Committee  ascertained  from  the  evidence  that 
the  miners  had  no  objection  to  allowing  the 
petitioner  to  farm  as  much  land  as  he  could 
occupy  in  that  district,  and  to  get  a  title  to  the 
land  eo  occupied  ns  against  all  others  except  the 
miners,  who  might  require  it  from  time  to  time 
for  bond  fide  mining  purposes  ;  and  the  Com- 
mittee were  of  opinion  that,  in  order  that  such  an 
arrangement  might  be  made  as  would  give  a  sub- 
stantial title  to  the  petitioner,  the  district — erro- 
t)eously  60  proclaimed,  as  the  Committee  thought 
— should  be  dealt  witli  as  a  mining  reserve  ;  and 
then  clause  59  of  the  Mines  Act  would  enable  any 
portion  of  such  reserve  to  bo  leased  for  agricul- 
tural purposes  to  any  applicant  who  would  pay 
the  usual  rent  in  the  ca&o  of  agricultural  leases, 
and  who  would  obtain  a  temporary  license  to 
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occupy,  which  would  be  valid  as  against  all  others 
except  the  miner,  who,  if  he  required  any  portion 
of  land  BO  licensed,  could  apply  for  it,  and  giye 
six  months'  notice,  in  which  case  the  land  would 
have  to  be  relinquished  without  compensation. 
The  proyision  in  the  Act  was  one  under  which 
larjje  areas,  that  had  been  reserved  from  a  fear 
that  they  might  be  required  for  mining  purposes, 
could  be  farmed ;  and  large  areas  had  been  so 
farmed ;  and  the  titles  in  most  cases  were  sub- 
stantially good  for  all  purposes  of  agricultural 
occupation.  He  thought  tlie  House  might  safely 
agree  to  the  report  of  the  Committee.  It  was 
fair  to  the  petitioner,  and  at  the  same  time  pro- 
tected the  mining  interests;  and  he  thought  it 
would  allay  the  feeling  of  jealousy  between  the 
classes  which  was  too  apt  to  engender  itself  round 
any  discussion  which  had  been  so  hotly  contested 
in  Courts,  by  petition,  and  before  the  Govern- 
ment, as  had  this  case. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "That 
the  recommendation  contained  in  the  report  of 
the  Gold  Fields  Committee  upon  the  petition  of 
David  McCready,  of  Kyeburn  Diggings,  Otago, 
be  agreed  to." — (Mr.  De  Lautour.) 

Mr.  OLIVER  said  the  Government  had  no 
objection  at  all  to  the  adoption  of  this  report. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

CIVIL  SERVICE. 
Mr.  MURRAY,  in  moving  the  motion  standing 
in  his  name,  said  that  at  that  late  period  of  the 
sesbion  it  would  be  impossible  to  give  it  that  con- 
sideration which  its  importance  demanded,  and 
he  purposed  simply  to  move  it,  in  order  to  enable 
one  or  two  honorable  members  to  express  their 
opinions,  with  the  view  of  the  proposal  being  given 
practical  effect  to  next  session.  He  gave  notice 
of  this  motion  very  early  in  the  session,  but,  owing 
to  the  peculiar  mode  in  which  their  business  was 
conducted,  it  had  not  come  up  until  a  period  when 
it  was  too  late  to  deal  with  it  satisfactorily.  It 
must  be  apparent,  to  honorable  members  who  had 
been  in  the  House  for  some  time,  that  it  was 
utterly  impossible  for  the  House  to  effect  any 
radical  change  in  the  direction  of  an  economical 
administration  of  the  public  affairs  of  the  colony. 
Repeated  attempts  had  been  made  by  honor- 
able members,  with  the  best  intentions,  to  re- 
duce the  estimates  ;  but  those  attempts  liad  only 
resulted  in  a  great  waste  of  time,  in  no  practical 
good,  and  in  very  little  saving  of  public  money. 
The  necessity  for  retrenchment  was  admitted  by 
all ;  but  he  feared  that  retrenchment  only  would 
result  in  impau'ing  the  efficiency  of  the  service. 
Retrenchment  must  be  preceded  by  reorganiza- 
tion, and  he  felt  that  it  was  impossible  for  Minis- 
ters, tied  up  as  they  were  during  the  session  to 
their  official  duties  in  Parliament,  and  during  the 
receas  to  their  duties  in  connection  with  their 
respective  departments,  to  be  able  to  take  that 
comprehensive  grasp  of  the  whole  question  which 
was  requisite  in  order  to  reorganize  the  Civil 
Service  of  the  country  upon  a  comprehensive  and 
systematic  basis.  Moreover,  Ministers,  in  the 
performance  of  their  official  duties,  were  brought 
into  intimate  contact  with  the  members  of  the 
Civil  Service,  and  they  very  soon  became  habitu- 


ated to  the  air  of  officialdom,  and  began  to  regard 
it  almost  as  a  crime  to  do  anything  which  would 
have  the  effect  of  depriving  one  of  their  subordi- 
nates of  his  means  of  livelihood.  He  wished  to 
have  a  tribunal  appointed  which  would  have  no 
object  but  io  secure  efficiency  of  administration, 
and  which  would  do  its  duty  rigidly,  and  without 
either  fear  or  favour.  It  would  rcUeve  Ministers 
from  responsibility,  and  the  country  from  enor- 
mous expense. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "  That  a 
Commission  of  -five  persons  be  elected  by  this 
House,  by  ballot,  to  investigate  the  manner  in 
which  the  public  services  of  this  colony  are  con- 
ducted, to  summon  witnesses,  and  to  take  evidence 
upon  oath  j  and  to  report  to  Parliament  at  the 
next  session  how,  in  their  opinion,  the  adminis- 
trative and  departmental  business  of  the  colony 
may  be  so  systematically  organized  and  conducted 
as  to  secure  efficiency  and  economy  suited  to  the 
requirements  and  means  of  the  colony." — {Mr. 
Murray.) 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  would  suggest  the  advisability 
of  withdrawing  this  motion,  as  it  would  not  be 
possible  for  them,  at  the  present  stage  of  public 
business,  to  deal  properly  with  a  matter  of  so 
much  importance.  Although,  if  the  motion  went 
to  the  vote  in  its  present  sliape,  he  might  not  be 
able  to  support  it,  yet  he  thought  it  contained  a 
germ  which  might  bo  made  the  basis  of  a  re- 
organization of  the  public  service.  This  was  a 
tafck  which  Ministers  could  not  undertake  them- 
selves; and  the  House  had  failed  to  accomplish 
it,  and  ulways  would  fail,  because  every  man  in 
the  House  had  friends  in  the  Government  ser- 
vice.—  (No.) — He  undertook  lo  say  there  was  not 
a  man  iu  the  House  who  had  not  got  a  relative  or 
friend  in  the  public  service.  This  was  evident 
when  any  proposal  was  made  to  reduce  a  par- 
lieulai*  salary.  It  was  at  once  found  then  that 
wliat  appeared  to  bo  a  desirable  reduction  in  the 
public  service  became  a  most  important  public 
question  with  one  or  two  members  of  the  House. 
It  was  simply  a  case  of  human  nature.  He  was 
of  opinion  that  proposals  to  establish  anything 
Uke  a  cast-iron  rule,  such  as  the  proposal  to  re- 
duce all  salaries  over  £200  by  so  much  per  cent., 
were  unfair,  inasmuch  as  they  made  no  distinction 
between  the  value  of  the  services  of  different 
officers.  What  was  required  was,  that  the  hands 
of  the  House  should  bo  strengthened  by  a  Com- 
mission of  this  kind,  which  would  lay  down,  for 
the  first  time,  some  binding  rules  under  which 
Ministers  might  fairly  control  the  Ci\il  Service 
expenditure.  However,  considering  the  position 
of  the  business  of  the  House,  the  honorable 
gentleman  would  do  well  to  withdraw  the  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  SHRIMSKI  thought  the  motion  was  a 
very  proper  one.  Ho  had  watched  the  Civil 
Service  of  this  country  with  great  attention,  and 
he  had  found  in  regard  to  it  that  "  kissing  went 
by  favour."  There  were  gentlemen  appointed  to 
the  eerviee  who  had  been  no  time  in  the  colony, 
but  who  brought  out  with  them  letters  showing 
that  they  were  highly  connected,  and  on  the 
strength  of  which  th^y  were  immediately  recom- 
mended   for    employment,    and    received    high 
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salaries ;  while  there  were  joung  men  whose 
parents  had  shed  their  blood  for  the  country's 
good,  who  could  not  find  employment.  He 
thought  some  system  should  be  adopted  to  pre- 
vent that  sort  of  thing,  and  under  which  people 
who  hod  a  stake  in  tite  country  and  had  assisted 
in  making  it  what  it  was  might  haye  a  chance 
of  obtaining  employment  in  the  Civil  Service. 

Mr.  BE  ID  thought  this  was  a  very  important 
question ;  and  before  the  motion  was  withdrawn 
he  would  like  t-o  say  a  few  words  with  regard  to 
it.  It  was  quite  evident  to  his  mind  that  there 
was  great  dissatisfaction  in  the  public  service  of 
the  colony  at  the  present  time,  not  only  at  head- 
quarters, but  in  the  outlying  districts  of  both 
Islands ;  and,  if  this  proposal  had  been  brought 
on  at  an  earlier  period  of  the  session,  ho  believed 
it  would  have  been  productive  of  very  great  good. 
It  was  complained  that  i^romotion  in  the  service 
was  not  the  result  of  merit.  While  he  was  of 
opinion  that  promotion  ought  not  to  be  given 
entirely  according  to  length  of  service,  yet  he 
thought  more  consideration  ought  to  be  given  to 
officers  in  the  outlyi'jg  districts  than  was  the  case 
at  the  present  time.  In  these  districts  tJie  Civil 
servants  had  not  the  same  advantages  as  were 
possessed  by  those  employed  at  headquarters. 
Tliey  had  not  the  same  opportunities  of  represent- 
ing their  claims,  either  to  members  of  the  Govern- 
ment or  to  the  heads  of  the  departments ;  and 
the  consequence  was,  that  very  efficient  officers 
remained  for  a  number  of  years  without  receiving 
any  promotion  at  nil.  He  could  quote  three  or 
four  instances  in  which  most  deserving  and  effi- 
cient officers  connected  with  the  Resident  Magis- 
trate's Courts  and  Waste  Lands  Boards  had  re- 
ceived neither  promotion  nor  increase  of  salary 
for  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years,  and  had  great  dif- 
ficulty in  maintaining  themselves  and  their  fami- 
lies. He  thought  the  whole  Service  should  be 
seen  to,  and  placed  upon  a  bett43r  fooilng — a  foot- 
ing similar  to  that  of  the  English  Civil  Service,  or 
of  the  Bank  of  England,  or  any  other  of  the  large 
commercial  institutions  in  the  Home-country, 
whereby  any  officer  once  entering  the  Govern- 
ment service  might  rely  upon  promotion  after  a 
certain  number  of  years.  He  regretted  that  the 
motion  had  come  on  so  late  in  the  session,  and 
he  hoped  it  would  be  brought  up  again  next 
session. 

Mr.  HALL  said  he  was  glad  the  honorable 
gentleman  announced  his  intention  not  to  press 
the  motion  at  this  period  of  the  session,  for  it 
could  not  receive  the  full  consideration  which  its 
importance  demanded.  He  believed  that  the 
best  way  to  secure  an  efficient  as  well  as  an 
economical  Civil  Service  was  to  choose  their 
Ministers  well — not  to  choose  them  because  they 
happened  to  propound  iK)pular  political  theories, 
but  because  they  were  painstaking  administra- 
tors. If  the  House  neglected  to  do  that,  they 
would  not  have  an  economical  and  efficient  Ser- 
vice, whatever  other  st^ps  they  might  take. 
Twelve  or  thirteen  years  ago  a  Commission  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  orgnnization  of  the 
Civil  Service  of  the  colony,  and  it  made  a  con- 
siderable number  of  recommendations,  some  of 
which  were  carried  out.  The  time  might  have 
Mr,  Shrimski 


come  when  the  appointment  of  such  a  Commis* 
sion  was  again  desirable ;  but  some  further  con- 
sideration  would  have  to  be  given  to  the  subject, 
both  by  the  House  and  by  the  Gt>vemment,  before 
they  took  any  practical  steps  to  give  effect  to  such 
a  resolution.  The  outcry  about  the  enormous 
expense  of  the  Civil  Service,  so  far  as  the  Civil 
servants  themselves  were  concerned,  was  unrea- 
sonable and  unjust.  The  Civil  Service,  as  a  rule, 
was  composed  of  valuable  and  efficient  officers, 
who  were  by  no  means  too  highly  paid ;  but  the 
truth  was,  that  the  Civil  Service  cost  a  great  deal 
because  of  the  excessive  demands  of  the  people 
themselves.  They  lived  in  scattered  communities, 
and  each  community  required  that  Ihej^e  should 
be  placed  in  its  midst  advantages  which  were 
not  required  by  the  larger  commnnities  of  older 
countries.  Resident  Magistrates'  Courls,  post 
offices,  and  telegraph  offices  were  multiplied  to 
threefold  and  fourfold  what  they  were  at  Home ; 
and,  so  long  as  that  was  the  case,  the  cost  of  the 
Civil  Service  must  be  large  in  proportion  to  our 
numbers.  Notably  was  that  tne  case  with  the 
Telegraph  Department,  in  wliich  only  one-third 
of  the  offices  paid  their  expenses.  If  honorable 
members  would  read  the  annual  report  of  the 
department,  they  would  see  some  remarkable 
revelations.  Offices  which  were  only  bringing 
in  £25  a  year  were  costing  £100  a  year.  There 
were  other  offices  which  were  maintained  at  a 
lo§8,  but  which  were  kept  up  for  the  benefit  of 
the  system.  He  hoped  honorable  members,  when 
they  returned  to  their  homes,  would  remind 
their  constituents  that  this  constant  demand  for 
the  extension  of  departments  was  the  main  cause 
of  the  large  cost  of  the  Civil  Service.  Of  course, 
if  the  constituencies  insisted  that  they  bad  a 
right  to  these  conveniences,  they  must  be  given 
to  UMi..  erst  and  that  they  would  have  to  pay  for 
them.  He  hoped  the  honorable  gentleman  would 
be  satisfied  with  the  discussion  that  had  taken 
place.  He  might  rest  assured  that  in  the  mean- 
time the  Government  would  economize  wherever 
possible. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  hoped  the  honorable  gentle- 
man would  press  the  motion  to  a  division,  for 
there  was  something  radically  wrong  in  the  sys- 
tem of  promotion  in  the  Civil  Service.  In  some 
of  the  departments  those  who  went  in  as  cadets 
were  now  over  the  heads  of  those  who  taught 
them.  This  state  of  things  was  bv  no  means 
satisfactory.  Some  information  ought  to  be  ob- 
tained as  to  the  manner  in  which  these  depart- 
ments were  conducted;  and  if  the  Commission 
wore  appointed  he  was  sure  it  would  result  in 
great  benefit.  It  would  result,  he  thought,  in 
promotion  according  to  merit,  and  not  according 
to  the  will  of  under  secretaries.  That  was  a 
state  of  things  which  ought  not  to  be  permitted 
to  exist. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  said  there  was  no  doubt  that 
inquiry  was  very  much  needed.  It  was  pleasing 
to  have  the  assurance  of  the  Premier  that  the 
Civil  Service  was  such  an  excellent  institution  as 
he  spoke  of.  He  was  satisfied  that  the  Premier 
spoke  truthfully  with  regard  to  a  large  portion  of 
the  Civil  servants ;  but  still  there  was  no  doubt 
that  the  Civil  Service  was  growing  into  a  regular 
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protective  body.  They  kept  out  those  they  did 
not  want  in,  and  they  put  out  those  they  did 
not  wish  to  remain  in  the  Serrice.  Honorable 
members  who  had  been  on  Committees  must 
haye  noticed  the  large  number  of  discharged 
Ciyil  serrants  there  were  who  petitioned,  and  of 
those  who  had  not  received  the  promotion  they 
thought  they  ought  to  have  got.  An  examination 
of  the  petitions  presented  to  the  House  would 
prove  conclusively  that  there  was  not  that  system 
of  oversight  in  the  departments  which  there  ought 
to  be.  There  was  not  that  system  under  which 
a  roan  could  get  that  justice  which  he  ought  to 
get  from  those  above  him.  They  would  also  ob> 
serve  this  curious  fact:  that,  when  an  inquiry 
was  demanded  by  a  Civil  servant,  the  Board  was 
generally  nominated  by  the  roan  against  whom 
he  had  a  grievance.  It  might  be  said  that  that 
was  done  under  the  Civil  Service  Act ;  but,  if 
that  was  the  ca«e,  all  he  could  say  was,  that  there 
was  an  anomaly  in  the  Act  which  ought  to  be 
rectified.  The  Civil  servants  were  not  in  the 
position  they  ought  to  be  in.  He  must  say  that 
in  the  origination  of  the  Service  there  seemed  to 
have  been  men  at  its  head  who  were  anything  but 
fit  to  be  there,  who  seemed  to  have  been  pitch- 
forked into  positions  simply  on  account  of  their 
birth  and  relationship,  and,  having  got  there, 
there  was  no  getting  them  out.  He  hoped  there 
would  be  an  inquiry,  not  only  in  the  interests  of 
the  colony,  but  as  a  matter  of  justice  to  those 
who  were  already  in  the  Service. 

Mr.  LUNDON  thought  it  was  not  at  all  a 
good  sign  to  see  so  many  young  men  entering  the 
Service.  If  he  had  a  son  he  would  rather  see 
him  growing  potatoes  than  in  a  position  in  the 
Government  Buildings.  The  sons  of  old  colonists, 
who  were  acquainted  with  the  climate  and  the 
requirements  of  the  colony,  would  do  much  better 
on  farms,  leaving  those  who  came  out  from  Home 
with  long  pedigrees  to  go  into  the  Buildings. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  thought  the  House  was 
much  indebted  to  the  honorable  member  for 
Bruce  for  having  ci^Ued  attention  to  the  mat- 
ter. At  the  same  time,  he  agreed  with  what  had 
been  said  by  the  Premier.  He  did  not  think  any 
good  result  would  come  from  the  appointment 
of  a  Commission.  The  real  fault  lay  with  the 
House.  As  far  as  he  could  see,  the  only  plan 
by  which  they  could  put  the  Service  in  a  proper 
condition  would  be  to  give  the  Government  suffi- 
cient time  to  consider  the  matter  and  deal  with 
it  thoroughly.  It  would  take  Ministers  many 
months  to  go  through  all  the  details  of  their 
departments  ;  and  until  that  was  done  they  need 
expect  no  reform. 

Mr.  MURRAY  said  he  was  much  gratified  by 
the  expression  of  opinion  on  the  part  of  the 
House,  and  would  ask  leave  to  withdraw  the 
motion,  in  the  hope  that  it  would  be  brought 
up  again  next  session,  either  by  himself  or  by 
some  other  honorable  member. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

H.  W.  FARNALL. 
Captain  COLBSCE,  in  moving  the  motion 
standing  in  his  name,  said  Mr.  Farnall  had  been 
sent  Home  as  an  emigration  agent,  and  his  servioes 


had  been  dispensed  with  in  a  very  summary  man- 
ner, without  any  satisfactory  reasons  being  given. 
Mr.  Famall's  services  had  been  of  great  value  to 
the  colony,  one  of  the  results  of  his  efforts  beine 
the  establishment  of  the  Vesey  Stewart  specifd 
settlement ;  but  those  services  had  never  been 
properly  recognized.  He  (Captain  Colbeck)  knew 
very  little  of  the  details  of  the  case,  and  other 
honorable  members  no  doubt  were  in  the  same 
position ;  but,  if  this  petition  were  printed,  it 
would  give  information  on  the  subject.  He  did 
not  think  the  House  was  inclined  to  treat  public 
servants  with  cruelty  and  injustice.  He  hoped 
the  resolution  would  be  agreed  to. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "That 
the  petition  of  Henry  W.  Famall  be  printed." — 
(Captain  Colbeck.) 

Mr.  TURNBULL  was  sorry  the  Chairman  of 
the  Public  Petitions  Committee  was  not  present 
in  liis  place,  because  no  doubt  he  could  give  very 
valuable  information  on  the  subject.  In  the 
session  before  last  it  was  decided  that  a  certain 
sum  should  be  offered  to  Mr.  Famall  as  compen- 
sation ;  and  that  sum  was  upon  the  estimates. 
Beyond  that  he  knew  nothing  of  the  matter  j  but 
he  hoped  the  motion  would  be  postponed. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  tliought  there  was ^  no 
necessity  for  postponing  the  motion,  because  it 
would  be  a  useless  expense  to  print  the  petition. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  said  that  the  Chairman  of 
the  Public  Petitions  Committee,  if  he  were  present, 
could  only  inform  the  House  that  the  petition 
had  been  printed  over  and  over  again,  and  had 
been  in  the  hands  of  honorable  members  several 
times. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUR  said  the  Printing  Com- 
mittee were  endeavouring  to  reduce  expenditure 
by  lessening  the  bulk  ox  the  Appendices  to  the 
Journals  of  the  House,  and  he  noped  the  House 
would  not  frustrate  the  efforts  of  the  Committee 
by  ordering  the  printing  of  documents  where  it 
was  unnecessary. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

RODNEY  ROADS. 
Mr.  GEORGE,  in  moving  the  motion  standing 
in  his  name,  said,  as  had  been  pointed  out  in  an- 
swer to  a  motion  brought  forward  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands,  there  was 
no  money  in  the  Treasury  to  meet  the  purposes 
indicated  in  the  resolution,  but  the  position  of 
the  County  of  Rodney  was  this  :  The  Council  was 
simply  without  funds.  Last  year  the  Govern- 
ment subsidy  amounted  to  only  about  £420,  and 
it  was  absolutely  impossible  for  the  County  Coun- 
cil to  construct  roads  with  such  a  small  amount 
of  funds.  As  there  was  no  money  in  the  Treasury, 
he  thought  the  House  might  grant  land  to  the 
county.  There  was  no  true  main  road  north  of 
Auckland,  and,  although  there  was  a  large  traffic 
so  far  as  stock  was  concerned,  three  or  four  thou- 
sand head  of  cattle  annually  being  brought  down 
to  supply  the  Auckland  market,  after  Port  Albert 
was  reached  a  circuit  of  thirty-five  miles  had  to 
be  made  in  order  to  reach  Helensville,  whereas  a 
direct  road  might  be  made,  at  a  very  small  ex- 
pense, which  would  shorten  the  distance  by  over 
twenty  miles.    The  land  he  would  ask  the  House 
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to  set  apart  for  this  purpose  wa«  a  block  through 
which  tliis  road  would  pass  ;  and,  if  the  House 
agreed  to  the  resohitioii,  the  laud  would  be  opened 
up  for  sale,  and  would  not  only  recoup  to  the 
County  Council  the  cost  of  making  this  particular 
road,  but  would  also  leave  a  margin  for  the  con- 
struction of  one  or  two  other  roads  in  the  Rodney 
County.  He  sincerely  hoped  the  Houbo  would 
agree  to  the  resoluliou. 

Motion  made, and  question  proposed,  "That  this 
House  will,  on  Wednesday  next,  resolve  itself 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  consider  of  an 
address  to  Ub  Excellency  the  Governor,  praying 
that  twenty  thousand  acres  of  land  in  the  Rodney 
County  be  set  a»ide  for  the  purpose  of  construct- 
ing roads  in  the  said  county.  — {Mr.  George.) 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  hoped  the  honorable  mem- 
ber would  content  himself  with  having  stated  the 
case  of  this  district.  The  House  would  shortly 
be  placed  in  possession  of  the  proposals  of  the 
Government  on  the  subject  of  opening  up  land  for 
sale  and  settlement,  and  no  good  purpose  could 
be  served  by  proceeding  with  the  motion  now. 

Mr.  SEDDON  should  move,  as  an  amendment, 
That  all  the  words  after  the  second  "  that "  be 
omitted,  for  the  purpose  of  inserting  the  following 
words  :  *'  endowments  of  land  may  be  granted  to 
the  various  County  Councils."  He  thought  that 
would  be  the  hest  mode  of  getting  over  the  pre- 
sent difficulty  in  regard  to  the  revenue  of  local 
bodies,  and  he  hoped  the  Government  woidd 
accept  his  amendment.  Municipal  Corporations 
were  entitled  to  a  hundred  acres  of  land  withiu, 
and  to  two  thousand  acres  outside  of,  their 
boroughs,  and  he  did  not  see  why  the  counties 
should  not  receive  similar  assistance.  At  any 
rate,  the  Government  had  promised  a  comprehen- 
sive measure  on  the  subject ;  and,  if  the  House 
went  into  Committee  next  Wednesday  afternoon 
to  discuss  this  subject,  ho  felt  sure  the  discus- 
sion would  materially  assist  the  Gt>vemment. 
The  principle  indicated  was  applied  to  Harbour 
Boards  and  educational  bodies,  and  might  well  bo 
extended  to  the  counties,  especially  if  the  subsi- 
dies were  to  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  was  disposed  to  agree 
with  the  honorable  mcmbrr  for  Hokitika.  He 
did  not  think  the  Land  Fund  could  be  better 
applied  than  in  making  public  works :  the  Land 
I^und  ought  to  go  back  to  the  land.  The  amend- 
ment was  a  step  in  the  right  direction  ;  but  gene- 
ral action  must  bo  taken.  There  should  be  no 
singling  out  of  special  cases. 

Mr.  I*YKE  entirely  coincided  with  the  amend- 
ment, but  he  could  not  have  voted  for  the  excep- 
tional resolution  proposed  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Rodney.  He  might  remind  the  House 
that  a  motion  similar  in  terms  to  this  amend- 
ment was  passed  by  the  House  a  short  time  ago 
at  the  instance  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Bruce.  It  was  carried  on  the  voices,  so  strongly 
was  the  House  in  favour  of  it ;  but  the  next 
session,  when  the  Govcmujent  wero  asked  the 
qncslion  whether  they  intended  to  give  efiect  to  it, 
they  said  they  did  not.  It  was  of  no  use  for  the 
House  to  pass  such  motions  if  the  Government 
would  not  give  efiect  to  them,  and  he  hoped  if 
this  amendment  were  carried  the  Government 
Mr.  George 


would  accept  it  as  an  instruction.  He  waa  sorry 
to  say  it  was  the  Government  of  which  the  honor- 
able member  for  Port  Chalmers  was  a  member 
which  refused  to  give  effect  to  the  motion  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Bruce.  He  was,  however, 
glad  to  see  that  the  honorable  member  was  a  con- 
vert to  a  newer  and  truer  faith.  It  was  pleasant 
to  hear  anything  from  the  honorable  gentleman 
in  favour  of  aiding  these  local  bodies,  and  it  was 
to  be  hoped  the  statement  which  he  had  just 
made  indicated  a  desire  to  forget  the  old  and 
dead  system  of  Provincialism,  and  to  make  the 
present  system  more  workable,  especially  as  mem- 
bers in  another  place  interpolated  into  Acts  relat- 
ing to  this  subject  words  preventing  the  taxation 
of  themselves,  and  disallowing  the  borrowing  of 
money  for  local  public  works. 

Mr.  LUNDON  should  support  the  motion, 
and  could  not  understand  why  tha  Government 
should  oppose  it,  seeing  that  they  had  assisted 
the  honorable  n? ember  for  Wairau  to  get  a  piece 
of  land  in  his  district  for  making  a  road,  and  had 
also  assisted  the  honorable  member  for  InTer- 
cargill  to  get  10,000  acres  of  land  for  the  support 
of  a  pilot.  The  late  Minister  for  Public  Worics 
said  this  giving  of  land  should  be  general.  All 
he  could  say  was,  that  he  wished  the  spending  of 
the  public-works  money  had  been  general,  for 
none  of  that  generality  had  gone  in  the  direction 
of  his  district  since  the  system  was  started,  in 
1871.  It  was  a  most  extraordinary  thing  that 
now,  when  everything  they  could  beg,  borrow,  or 
steal  had  been  expended  in  improving  their  own 
districts,  these  honorable  gentlemen  were  propos- 
ing to  give  land  to  all  districts.  He  had  tried, 
on  a  previous  day,  to  get  some  land  given  for 
making  roads  and  bridges  in  his  district,  because 
he  did  not  see  much  chance  of  getting  any  money, 
and  he  did  not  think  the  land  could  be  devot«d 
to  any  belter  purpose  for  the  country  at  present 
or  for  future  generations  than  to  the  opening-up 
of  the  interior.  If  the  country  was  not  soon 
opened  up  the  colony  must  suffer  greatly,  if  not 
become  bankrupt,  because  the  large  centres  were 
getting  very,  thickly  populated,  and  the  country" 
districts  would  not  be  able  to  provide  food  for 
them.  In  olden  times  this  colony  was  able  to 
export  wheat  to  Sydney,  and  potatoes  to  Cali- 
fornia ;  but  now  it  was  just  the  reverse,  and  those 
places  were  sending  these  articles  to  us.  There 
was  one  feature  in  the  present  arrangement  for 
the  endowment  of  municipalities  of  which  he 
did  not  at  all  approve.  For  instance,  there  was 
the  Corporation  of  Parnell,  which  had  an  endow- 
ment of  2,000  acres  in  the  County  of  Hokianga. 
The  Corporation  of  Onehunga  had  refused  an  en- 
dowment of  2,000  acres  in  the  same  county,  and 
the  Auckland  Corporation  had  advertised  for  lease 
2,000  acres  there,  too.  But  when  the  County  of 
Hokianga  asked  for  leave  to  cut  down  a  few  trees 
on  their  land — on  which  subject  he  had  had  an  in- 
terview with  the  Minister  of  Lands  on  a  previous 
day — that  gentleman  told  him  that  it  would  be 
illegal  for  the  County  Council  to  cut  down  the 
trees,  and  of  course  the  Government  was  not 
going  to  do  anything  illegal.  If  the  House 
would  go  into  this  matter  on  that  day  week,  the 
resolution  should  have  his  support. 
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Mr.  MURRAY  had  not  remembered  that  it 
was  he  who  had  been  the  means  of  carrying  the 
motion  on  the  same  subject  on  a  former  occasion, 
but  the  principle  certainly  liad  his  support,  and 
he  had  drawn  up  an  amendment  somewhat  similar 
to  that  of  the  honorable  member  for  Hokitika, 
before  that  gentleman  proposed  his.  The  question 
was  somewhat  wider  than  honorable  members 
appeared  to  think,  for  the  opening-up  of  Crown 
lands  for  sale  was  a  question  that  deserred  the 
most  serious  consideration  on  the  part  of  the 
House.  Whether  the  mode  now  proposed  was 
the  best  was  a  debatable  question.  His  idea  was 
that  all  Crown  lands,  like  private  property,  should 
be  liable  to  be  rated,  and  that  the  rate  so  raised 
should  be  devoted  towards  opening  up  those 
lands.  Then  the  freeholders  in  the  counties 
would  not  be  taxed  for  making  roads  to  render 
Crown  lands  saleable,  which  were  the  property 
of  the  colony  as  a  whole.  He  would,  however, 
accept  this  amendment  as  a  step  in  the  right 
direction,  and  as  a  protest  against  the  system  of 
exempting  Crown  lands  from  rates. 

Mr.  GEORQ-E  would  accept  the  amendment 
of  the  honorable  member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands 
with  pleasure.  He  had  not  the  least  objection  to 
every  county  sharing  in  these  endowments  with 
his  own.  The  fact  was  that  if  help  was  not  given 
to  some  counties  they  could  not  continue  to  con- 
struct roads,  for  they  had  not  sufficient  money 
even  to  keep  the  roads  which  were  now  formed  in 
repair. 

Mr.  HALL  did  not  think  the  passing  of  this 
amendment,  or  of  the  resolution,  would  lead  to 
any  practical  result,  and  they  would  only  be 
needlessly  encumbering  the  Order  Paper  by  con- 
senting to  it«  postponement.  This  was  not  by 
any  means  the  first  time  that  this  question  of 
providing  for  local  works  by  endowments  of  land 
had  been  brought  before  Parliament.  The  prin- 
ciple was  embodied  in  "  The  Municipal  Corpora- 
tions Act,  1876,"  and,  after  two  years'  trial  of  the 
system.  Parliament  decided  that,  while  endow- 
ments which  had  already  been  promised  should 
bo  given,  it  was  inexpedient  to  carry  the  system 
further.  He  was  satisfied  that  the  same  would 
be  the  case  if  land  endowments  were  given  to 
County  Councils  and  Road  Boards  —for,  if  they 
were  given  to  County  Councils,  they  must  also  bo 
given  to  Road  Boards  in  those  parts  of  the  colony 
where  the  practical  work  of  opening  up  the  coun- 
try was  carried  on  by  those  Boards.  He  very 
much  doubted,  too,  whether  this  would  be  an 
economical  system.  He  did  not  think  the  hand- 
ing over  of  large  areas  of  land  to  be  dealt  with 
by  local  bodies  would  be  expedient  or  economi- 
cal, for  those  bodies  might  bo  inclined  to  get 
rid  of  the  land  at  almost  any  price,  in  order  to 
obtain  funds  to  meet  their  current  necessities. 
In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Gbvernment  had 
said  they  must  consider  during  the  recess,  and 
come  to  the  House  next  session  with,  a  proposal 
for  dealing  with  the  whole  question  of  the  con- 
struction of  local  works,  he  submitted  it  was 
inopportune  to  press  this  motion. 

Major  HARRIS  thought  the  House  should 
postpone  the  consideration  of  this  question  until 
after  the  Public  Works  Statement  was  delivered, 
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as  honorable  members  might  then  find  that  mat- 
ters were  so  arranged  that  they  would  get  all 
they  wanted,  and  then  there  would  be  no  neces- 
sity for  this  resolution.  If,  after  seeing  the  Public 
Works  Statement,  they  were  not  satisfied,  the 
question  could  be  brought  forward  again,  and 
they  could  insist  upon  justice  being  done  where 
it  was  required.  In  the  district  which  he  had  the 
honor  to  represent,  the  people  required  some- 
thing like  £10,000,  and  if  they  could  not  get  it 
in  cash  they  would  be  content  to  take  land  to 
that  amount.  They  expected  either  the  one  or 
the  other;  and,  if  the  Public  Works  Statement 
did  not  provide  it,  he  would  do  his  utmost  to 
obtain  it  in  some  other  way.  He  would  support 
the  amendment,  but  would  prefer  to  see  the 
whole  question  postponed  until  after  the  Public 
Works  Statement  was  delivered. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  hoped  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Rodney  would  withdraw  his  motion.  For 
bis  part,  he  thought  it  was  very  presumptuous 
of  the  honorable  gentleman  t^  bring  forward  the 
resolution  at  all,  as  he  must  be  quite  aware  that 
all  this  business  had  been  arranged  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Auckland  City  West  when  he 
went  over  to  the  Government  party. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  thought  the  debate  should  be 
adjourned  until  after  the  delivery  of  the  Public 
Works  Statement.  He  might  teU  the  mover  of 
the  resolution  that  the  chances  were  ninety-nine 
out  of  a  hundred  that  he  would  vote  against  him, 
because  he  looked  upon  the  mode  of  dealing  with 
the  public  estate  by  handing  it  over  to  local  bodies 
as  vicious  in  the  extreme.  Two  years  ago  the 
House  deliberately  expressed  its  intention  not 
to  give  up  the  public  estate  in  this  way  —  not 
to  make  these  so-called  substantial  endowments. 
The  fact  was  that,  if  the  House  once  began  to 
give  up  the  public  estate  in  order  to  relieve  the 
counties — the  claims  of  which  he  fully  admitted — 
it  was  impossible  to  say  wliere  it  would  stop.  If 
the  County  of  Rodney  got  this  endowment,  six- 
teen other  counties  would  put  in  their  claims,  and 
then  would  come  Highway  Boards,  Road  Boards, 
Corporations,  and  all  other  local  bodies,  making 
claims  which  it  would  be  hard  to  resist.  He 
thought  the  debate  should  be  adjourned  until 
after  the  Public  Works  Statement  came  down, 
unless  the  honorable  gentleman  would  consent 
to  withdraw  his  motion  altogether. 

Debate  adjourned. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  moved.  That  the  debate  be 
adjourned  to  that  day  fortnight. 

Mr.  LUNDON  hoped  the  debate  vrould  only 
be  adjourned  to  that  day  week,  when  it  could  bo 
further  adjourned  if  the  Public  Works  Statement 
had  not  been  brought  down.  It  was  astonishing 
to  him  how  members  who  came  from  country  dis- 
tricts could  help  the  Government  in  a  system  of 
carrying  on  works  in  towns  only.  Those  towns 
had  got  largo  endowments,  upon  which  they  had 
been  living  for  years,  and  which  had  been  taken 
entirely  from  the  country  districts. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  could  not  consent  to  adioum 
the  debate  for  a  shorter  time  than  a  fortnignt,  as 
the  subject  was  of  so  much  importance  that  it  re- 
quired full  consideration.  So  far  as  he  was  per- 
sonally concerned,  he  might  say  that  he  was  the 
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member  who  brought  before  the  House  the  ques- 
tion of  the  endowment  of  both  town  and  country 
districts.  He  took  a  division  on  the  question,  and 
had  only  fourteen  members  to  back  him.  All  he 
wanted  now  was,  as  the  Cornish  parson  said,  that 
they  should  all  start  fair. 
Debate  adjourned  to  that  day  fortnight. 

A.  STITT. 

Mr.  J.  B.  FISHER,  in  moring  the  motion 
standing  in  his  name,  said  that  in  1876  and 
1877  Mr.  Stitt  made  a  claim  for  £800,  awarded, 
upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Petitions  Com- 
mittee, for  work  done  upon  a  contract  with  the 
GoTcmment.  It  was  decided  that  he  had  a 
strong  moral  claim  for  £800,  which  was  the 
amount  assessed  by  the  Government  Engineer. 
The  House  agreed  to  grant  £800,  and  that  sum 
was  placed  on  tbe  estimates.  The  Goyemment, 
for  some  unexplained  reason,  only  paid  him  £620 
out  of  the  vote.  In  1878  he  sent  another  petition 
to  the  House,  claiming  the  balance  of  £180  \  and 
the  House  again  voted  him  that  amount.  Tbe 
sum  was  placed  on  the  estimates,  but  it  was  never 
paid.  He  hoped  the  House  would  confirm  the 
resolution  already  arrived  at  on  the  subject. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "  That 
this  House  will,  to-morrow,  resolve  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to  consider  the  following 
resolution — namely,  That  a  respectful  address  be 
presented  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  pray- 
ing that  a  sum  of  £180  be  placed  upon  the  sup- 
plementary estimates,  in  order  to  give  full  effect 
to  the  recommendation  of  the  Public  Petitions 
Committee  upon  the  petitions  of  Alexander  Stitt, 
presented  to  this  House  in  1877  and  1878 ;  and 
also  to  the  votes  of  this  House,  Item  57,  Class 
VI.,  of  '  Tlie  Public  Works  Appropriation  Act, 
1877,'  and  Item  77,  Class  IX.,  of  'The  Public 
Works  Appropriation  Act,  1878.'  "—(Mr.  J.  B. 
Fisher.) 

Mr.  HALL  was  sorry  he  could  not  agree 
with  the  resolution.  Action  in  this  matter  was 
taken  by  their  predecessors.  He  had  cone  over 
the  papers,  and  he  thought  they  would  not  be 
justified  in  paying  this  sum  of  £180.  Mr.  Stitt 
was  a  road  contractor  who  could  not  carry  out 
his  contract — owing  to  circumstances  beyond  his 
control,  perhaps — and  the  Gi)vernment  admitted, 
after  some  considerable  deliberation,  that,  as  the 
honorable  gentleman  had  said,  the  petitioner  had 
a  strong  moral  claim  for  consideration.  The 
Public  Petitions  Committee,  without,  as  far  as  he 
could  see,  going  into  the  details  of  the  question, 
affirmed  that  the  petitioner's  claim  was  a  fair  one. 
When  the  matter  was  considered  carefully  by  the 
Government,  they  found  that,  even  admitting  he 
had  a  right  to  be  paid  for  the  work  done,  that 
work  did  not  represent  the  amount  required  to 
warrant  £800  being  paid.  Measurement  only 
gave  £620  worth.  The  opinion  of  Mr.  Stout,  who 
was  then  Attorney-General,  was  taken,  and  with 
the  permission  of  the  House  he  would  read  th^t 
opinion,  which  was  as  follows  : — 

"  Re  Stitt's  Claim. — I  have  perused  the  papers 

herein,  and  it  appears  that  unseen  difficulties  in 

slips  were  encountered  by  Mr.  Stitt.     I  have  also 

conferred  with  Mr.  Carruthers,  and  he  thinks  that 

Mr,  Sheehan 


the  case  is  a  special  one.  I  observe,  however,  that 
the  specification  of  the  Government  was  —  for 
Contract  No.  2,  146  chains ;  for  Contract  No. 
4,  127  chains  ;  while  the  actual  or  true  measure- 
ment was  only  128  and  119  chains  respectively. 
One  contractor  writes  that,  had  he  known  the 
true  measurement,  he  would  have  tendered  £180 
below  the  lowest  tenderer.  As  the  Gt>vemment 
is,  therefore,  giving  in  this  case  a  sum  not  legally 
due,  and  as,  had  the  measurement  of  the  work 
done  been  in  excess  of  the  specifications  instead 
of  being  less,  the  contractor  would  have  made 
a  claim,  I  advise  that  Mr.  Stitt  be  paid  £620 
—  that  is,  deducting  £180  from  the  £800,  the 
assessed  damage  from  slips  according  to  Mr. 
Dobson.—RoBEBT  Stout.— 16th  March,  1878." 

Upon  that  opinion  the  Government  paid  Stitt 
£620.  It  was  true  that  last  session  £180  waa 
put  on  the  estimates,  but  so  doing  was  admittedly 
an  inadvertence  on  the  part  of  the  Public  Worto 
Department.  It  was  not  intended  that  the  sum 
should  be  paid.  He  hoped  that  the  House  would 
not  reverse  tbe  action  of  the  Government,  which 
had  only  been  taken  in  protection  of  the  public 
interest.  This  man  bad  received  more  than  his 
legal  claim  ;  and,  if  the  honorable  member  pressed 
his  motion,  he  (Mr.  Hall)  trusted  the  House 
would  not  agree  to  it. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  was  very  much  pleased 
with  the  position  taken  up  by  the  Government. 
He  had  on  several  occasions  addressed  the  House 
in  connection  with  this  business,  and  endeavoured 
to  show  the  House  that  it  was  perfectly  clear  this 
person  had  been  paid  for  all  the  work  he  had 
done.  The  difficulties  he  had  encountered  were 
foreseen,  and  a  larger  sum  of  money  was  given  to 
him  by  the  Public  Works  Department  than  would 
otherwise  have  been  given,  in  order  to  cover  all 
the  contingencies  which  had  occurred.  The  Pre- 
mier was  not  quite  correct  in  stating  that  the 
GK>vernment  of  the  day  consented  to  the  motion 
for  paying  £800 ;  because  they  did  everything 
thev  could  to  oppose  it.  The  House,  however, 
took  a  lenient  view  of  the  case,  and  ordered  that 
the  money  should  be  paid. 

Mr.  J.  B.  FISHER  said  he  would  withdraw 
the  motion. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

CIVIL  SERVANTS'  SALARIES. 
Mr.  ANDREWS,  in  moving  the  motion  stand- 
ing in  his  name,  would  not  detain  the  House  with 
many  remarks  upon  it.  He  had  brought  tbe 
matter  forward  in  all  seriousness,  as  he  felt  there 
was  a  real  necessity  for  something  being  done 
to  reduce  the  expense  of  governing  the  oountiy. 
The  Government  having  frequently  pledged  them- 
selves to  effect  retrenchment,  and  the  view  of  the 
House  on  the  subject  having  been  clearly  ascer- 
tained, he  thought  it  would  be  unwise  on  his  part 
to  ask  the  House  to  pass  a  hard-and-fast  rule. 
In  many  cases  the  Civil  servants  were  greatly 
underpaid,  but  he  also  believed  that  in  other 
cases  they  were  considerably  overpaid.  He  had 
in  his  mind  a  number  of  cases — in  one  a  mere  boy 
was  receiving  £250  a  year,  while  men  who  had 
been  some  time  in  the  Service  did  not  receive  over 
£200  a  year.    There  was  no  rule  that  could  be 
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fairly  applied  to  the  matter,  but  he  was  prepared 
to  support  the  Government  in  every  effort  they 
made  in  the  direction  of  retrenchment.  After 
the  expression  of  opinion  given  by  the  House,  he 
had  no  doubt  the  Government  would  consider  the 
matter.  There  was  no  necessity  for  keeping  up 
the  present  expenditure.  As  the  estimates  were 
only  to  be  passed  for  a  certain  time,  and  as  a 
great  portion  of  that  time  would  have  expired 
before  anything  practical  could  be  done,  he  would 
leave  it  to  the  Government  to  come  down  next 
session  with  new  estimates,  when  he  believed  the 
House  would  have  a  clear  expression  of  what 
were  the  intentions  of  the  Government  as  to 
carrying  out  economy  for  the  benefit  of  the  coun- 
try. Under  these  circumstances  he  would  ask 
leave  to  withdraw  the  motion. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "That, 
in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  all  salaries  to  Civil 
servants  amounting  to  £200  and  over  per  annum 
be  reduced  by  5  per  cent.,  and  that  the  salaries  of 
Ministers  and  members'  honorarium  be  reduced 
by  10  per  cent." — (Mr.  Andrews.) 

Mr.  TURNBULL  thought  there  might  be  a 
considerable  saving  made  in  tlie  present  expendi- 
ture. He  thought  the  Civil  servants  ought  to 
submit  to  some  reduction  in  their  incomes.  The 
people  from  vrhom  the  revenue  was  raised  had  to 
undergo  very  great  reductions.  They  had  now 
come  to  such  a  state  in  the  colony  that  from  one 
end  of  it  to  the  other  the  wages  would  have  to  be 
reduced.  He  would  like  to  see  reductions  made 
from  the  Ministers  downwards ;  and  he  would  be 
prepared  to  submit  to  a  reduction  of  the  hono- 
rarium. This  was  the  proper  time  to  make  re- 
ductions. As  the  honorable  member  wbhed  to 
withdmw  the  motion,  he  would  not  express  any 
further  opinion  upon  it. 

Mr.  GEORGE  said  they  had  been  endeavour- 
ing to  reduce  the  estimates,  but,  he  must  say,  with 
very  little  success.  He  thought  the  number  of 
Civil  servants  was  greatly  in  excess  of  what  was 
really  necessary,  and  might  be  considerably  re- 
duced. One  good  man  might  be  got  to  take  the 
place  of  two  incompetent  men,  and  do  the  same 
work  quite  as  efficiently ;  and  would  be  entitled 
to  a  higher  salary.  He  would  move,  as  an 
amendment,  the  omission  of  all  the  words  after 
the  word  "House,"  with  the  view  of  inserting  the 
following  words :  "  the  number  of  Civil  servants 
should  be  reduced  by  10  per  cent." 

Mr.  ACTON  ADAMS  thought  the  Govern- 
ment should  come  down  with  some  proposal 
with  regard  to  the  honorarium.  Members  of 
the  Upper  House  might  be  content  with  one 
honorarium  for  the  year,  and  the  members  of 
this  House  should  be  satisfied  with  half  the  usual 
honorarium  for  the  second  session. 

Mr.  SEDDON  thought  the  pronosal  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Christchurch  City  (Mr. 
Andrews)  could  not  be  carried  out  without  doing 
an  actual  injustice  to  some  portions  of  the  Civil 
Service,  and  especially  to  the  officials  in  the  Tele- 
graph Department.  As  to  the  honorarium,  he 
would  be  quite  satisfied  if  the  House  fixed  such 
a  sum  as  it  considered  fair  to  pay  those  mem- 
bers who  came  there  at  great  sacrifice  to  serve 
the  country.    The  amendment  of  the  honorable 


member  for  Rodney  struck  at  the  root  of  the 
evil,  as  there  were  too  many  Civil  servants,  and 
the  Service  was  growing  from  year  to  year.  They 
should  reduce  tne  number,  and  pay  good  men 
liberal  salaries.  By  that  means  the  work  would 
be  better  done. 

The  hour  of  half-past  five  o'clock  having  arrived, 
Mr.  Spbakbb  left  the  chair. 

H0U8B  BBSTTMED. 

Mr.  Spsakbb  resumed  the  chair  at  half -past 
seven  o'clock. 

NELSON  SOUTH-WEST  GOLD  FIELDS. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to  consider  the  question,  That  this  House  doth 
concur  in  the  report  of  the  Gold  Fields  Com- 
mittee upon  the  petition  of  Richard  Reevea  and 
others,  of  Charleston  and  Westport,  Nelson 
South-west  Gold  Fields ;  and  recommends  the 
Government  to  make  provision  accordingly. 

Mr.  HALL  was  sorry  the  Government  felt 
bound  to  oppose  this  motion ;  and  he  trusted 
the  Committee  would  pause  before  affirming  it, 
especially  when  it  learned  the  amount  of  expendi- 
ture involved.  It  was  true  it  was  recommended 
by  the  Gold  Fields  Committee  ;  but,  if  honorable 
members  would  refer  to  the  proceedings  of  thot 
Committee,  they  would  see  that  the  only  evi- 
dence taken  was  that  of  the  honorable  member 
who  moved  this  resolution.  He  gathered  from 
the  papers  in  connection  with  the  subject  that 
a  sum  of  about  £6,000  had  already  been  spent 
upon  this  wat^r-race.  It  was  stated  that  its 
completion  would  afford  employment  to  a  con- 
siderable number  of  miners,  and  would  bring 
into  successful  working  a  considerable  area  of 
ground;  but  he  thought  the  Committee  ought 
to  have  had  further  evidence  than  that  of  the 
promoter  of  this  resolution  before  they  went  so 
far  as  to  recommend  the  expenditure  of  such  a 
sum  of  public  money.  He  ventured  to  think 
the  Committee  ought  to  have  had  the  evidence 
of  officers  of  the  department,  who  would  have 
been  able  to  give  very  much  fuller  and  more 
valuable  information  as  to  the  benefits  likely  to 
accrue,  before  proceeding  to  give  a  preference  to 
this  water-race  over  many  others  for  which  appli- 
cation was  now  being  made  to  the  Government. 
It  was  true  there  was  pleaded  an  agreement 
between  the  late  Government  and  the  Buller 
County  Council.  Ho  found  it  stated  in  the  evi- 
dence of  the  honorable  member  that,  when  Sir 
George  Grey,  Mr.  Macandrew,  and  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Ministry  were  in  Westport  in  1877, 
they  promised  that  when  the  two-million  loan 
was  raised  they  would  take  care  this  water-race 
should  be  one  of  the  first  works  proceeded  with. 
Then  there  was  a  letter  from  the  Undersecretary 
for  Public  Works  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Buller 
County  Council,  as  follows : — 

"Public  Works  Office, 
"  Wellington,  30th  Angust,  1878. 

"  SiE, — Referring  to  your  recent  interview  with 
the  Hon.  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  relative 
to  the  construction  of  the  Four-Mile  Water-race, 
I  am  directed  by  the  Minister  to  inform  you  that 
the  Government  agree  to  comply  with  your  re- 
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quesfc,  and  that  the  vote  of  last  year  will  be 
renewed  :  the  work  to  bo  proceeded  with  on  con- 
dition that  interest  on  one-half  tlie  cost  of  con- 
struction shall  be  paid  by  the  Buller  Counly,  and 
that  any  profits  which  may  accrue  from  tlie  race, 
orer  and  above  defraying  the  cost  of  maintenance 
and  management,  shall  be  applied  to  recouping 
the  outlay  incurred  by  the  colony.  Thereafter 
such  profit  sliall  become  county  revenue. — 1  have, 
&o.,  "John  Knowles, 

**  Under  Secretary  for  Public  Works. 

"  The  Chairman,  Buller  County." 

Those  were  all  the  facts  the  House  had  before 
it.  It  had  been  pleaded  that  this  was  a  very  use- 
ful work,  that  would  employ  a  very  considerable 
number  of  miners  ;  but  what  number  was  not 
stated.  There  was  absolutely  no  evidence  before 
the  Committee  except  that  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  who  asked  the  House  tt)  pass  this 
resolution.  He  (Mr.  Hall)  ventured  to  express  a 
hope  that  the  House  would  not  commit  itself 
to  £11,000  being  spent  on  this  particular  water- 
race,  when  there  were  applications  for  a  number 
of  other  works  as  to  which  the  Houte  had  not 
been  asked  to  express  an  opinion.  It  was  only 
right,  fair,  prudent,  and  reasonable  that  the  Pub- 
lic Works  Statement  should  be  made  before  the 
House  affirmed  the  desirability  of  money  being 
spent  on  any  particular  work.  If  the  House  de- 
cided which  particular  water-races  should  be  gone 
on  with,  they  would  be  taking  upon  tliemselves 
the  administrative  functions  of  the  Govern- 
ment. It  was  for  the  Houi-e  to  decide,  after  full 
information  was  placed  before  it,  whether  it 
thought  the  proposals  of  the  Government  right 
and  reasonable.  If  it  did  not  think  so,  then 
it  was  for  the  House  to  decide  that  other  works 
should  be  added  to  the  list  of  those  to  be  under- 
taken. But,  looking  to  the  Tery  small  amount  of 
money  left  to  be  expended  on  the  public  works  of 
the  colony  for  the  next  eighteen  months — looking, 
also,  to  the  very  small  amount  of  evidence  whicli 
this  Committee  had  received — he  trusted  that  the 
proposition  of  the  honorable  gentleman  would  not 
now  be  assented  to. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  was  rather  surprised  to 
hear  that  I  he  Gold  Fields  Committee  did  not 
take  any  evidence.  It  was  not  for  want  of  mate- 
rials, beean.^e  there  was  abundance  of  evidence 
in  the  Public  Works  Office.  There  were  bushels 
of  papers  in  connection  with  this  matter,  and 
this  work  had  been  reported  on  again  and  again, 
and  the  whole  of  the  tacts  conuected  with  it  had 
been  very  clearly  brought  out.  He  might  say 
that  he  himself  withstood  the  application  for 
tliis  work.  This  was  the  tliird  lime  he  had  heard 
of  this  mutter  being  brougiit  before  the  Govern- 
ment. The  interview  nfcrred  to  in  the  letter  read 
by  the  Premier  took  place  in  Wellington.  i:>everul 
deputations  came  to  Wellington  with  regard  to 
this  work,  and  it  was  not  until  the  Government 
was  forced  to  make  itself  master  of  the  subject, 
and  after  a  great  many  reports  were  produced, 
that  that  letter  was  written  and  the  proposal 
agreed  to.  The  Govern meiit  was  clearly  pledged 
to  this  matter :  be  could  not  see  how  it  was  to 
be  got  rid  of.  If  the  loan  was  not  raised,  it 
would  be  impossible  to  enter  into  this  contract. 
Mr.  Ifall 


The  cost  was  much  less  than  it  was  at  first  antici- 
pated it  would  be.  The  Government  were  led  to 
believe  it  would  cost  £25,OtX)  at  the  least.  Hav- 
ing purchased  the  Argyle  Race,  they  found  that 
the  work  could  be  accomplished  for  a  much  less 
sum  than  was  originally  anticipated.  He  hoped 
the  Government  would  agree  to  this  resolution. 
If  the  loan  fell  through,  the  Government  could 
not  go  further ;  but  certainly  that  was  the  only 
contingency  which  would  justify  the  Government 
in  repudiating  this  engagement,  for  it  would  be 
repudiation  of  an  engagement  entered  into  under 
the  authority  of  law.  They  had  a  vote  of  the 
House  for  it  for  the  last  two  years.  Fifty  thou- 
sand pounds  was  the  vote  which  he  thought  was 
taken  in  1878,  and  very  little  indeed  of  that  had 
been  expended.  He  did  not  suppose  that  more 
that  £8,000  or  £9,000  had  been  expended.  He 
thought  the  late  Government  had  kept  perfectly 
within  the  limits  of  the  appropriations  of  tlie 
House,  and  he  did  not  see  how  the  Government 
could  get  out  of  this  without  laying  themselves 
open  to  a  charge  of  committing  a  breach  of  faith 
with  the  parties  interested.  The  Buller  County 
Cuuncil  was  under  an  obligation  to  pay  half  the 
interest,  which  was  to  be  deducted  out  of  any 
subsidy  coming  to  them.  The  other  half  was  to 
be  met  out  of  the  profits  of  the  water-race.  If 
honorable  gentle'uen  took  the  trouble  to  read  the 
Engineer's  report,  they  would  see  that  a  very 
hopeful  prospect  had  been  held  out  with  regard 
to  those  profits.  He  quite  agreed  with  what  had 
fallen  from  the  Hon.  the  Premier  with  regard  to 
the  expenditure  on  water-races  in  general.  They 
had  spent  probably  three-quarters  of  a  million  on 
water-races,  which  would  have  been  far  better  in 
the  Treasury  now ;  but  this  he  took  to  be  an 
exceptional  case.  They  were  all  exceptional,  no 
doubt;  but  this  was  peculiarly  so,  judging  from 
the  reports  of  experts  as  to  what  the  profits 
would  be.  He  trusted  the  Government  would 
recon!*ider  the  question,  and  allow  the  resolution 
to  be  carried. 

Mr.  REEVES  was  rather  surprised  at  the 
remarks  made  by  the  Premier  with  regard  to  this 
work,  and  from  which  it  would  appear  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  knew  very  little  about  the 
matter.  This  question  had  now  been  under  con- 
sideration for  several  years.  The  work  was  re- 
commended by  the  Government  officers  on  the 
coast,  including  the  Engineer  in  charge  of  the 
district,  and  it  had  also  been  recommended  by 
the  local  bodies.  It  was  a  well-known  fact  tliat, 
if  the  race  were  constructed,  it  would  give  em- 
ployment to  a  very  large  number  of  miners, 
and  also  that  the  £6,000  which  had  already 
been  spent  on  the  work  would  bo  utterly  upeleas 
unless  this  additional  £11,000  was  spent.  Under 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  case  the  Government 
would  only  act  with  fairness  and  justice  if  they 
carried  out  the  undertaking  made  by  the  laleGo- 
vernn»ent  with  the  people  of  the  dibtrict.  There 
was  no  doubt,  as  the  honorable  member  for  Port 
Chalmers  ^aid,  that  the  Buller  County  Council 
had  agreed  to  pay  half  the  interest  on  the  ex- 
penditure, and  that  fact  proved  that  they  bad 
thorough  confidence  in  its  utility.  He  believed 
that,  in  matters  of  this  sort,  if  the  Qt>vernment 
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would  see  their  waj  to  accept  the  suggestions  of 
local  bodies,  or  even  of  tlie  G-old  ^elds  Com- 
mittee, it  would,  in  many  instances,  be  far  better 
than  taking  the  dictum  of  their  own  officers.  This 
work,  if  completed,  would  be  one  of  the  most  bene- 
ficial that  had  been  undertaken  on  the  West  Coast. 
He  might  mention  that  sume  of  the  races  which 
had  been  made  on  the  West  Coast  had  turned 
out  complete  fitucos,  in  consequence  of  wliat  he 
supposed  was  the  want  of  knowledge  on  the  part 
of  the  officials.  He  referred  to  works  whicli  hud 
been  undertaken,  not  bj  the  late  GoTemment, 
but  bj  their  predecessors,  and  of  which  the  Wai- 
mea  Water-race  was  a  conspicuous  instance. 
That  race  was  estimated  to  cost  about  £30,000, 
whereas  its  actual  co:^t  was  about  £130,000. 
There  was  also  the  Hochstetter's  Lake  Water- 
race,  which  was  estimated  to  cost  £40,000,  but 
which  had  really  cost  three  times  that  amount. 
All  this  had  been  owing  to  want  of  judgment, 
and  not  taking  advantage  of  local  knowledge.  In 
spite,  however,  of  the  vei*y  large  excess  of  ex- 
penditure oyer  and  above  the  original  estimates, 
even  those  races  were  now  pajins.  Thej  were 
not  only  paying  interest  on  the  outlay,  but  giving 
employment  to  a  large  numbei*  of  people  who 
contributed  to  a  great  extent  to  the  revenue  of 
the  colony.  If  it  were  not  for  these  races  the 
West  Coast  would  be  depopulated  to  a  consider- 
able extent.  At  the  present  time  it  contained  a 
very  large  and  prosperous  population,  which  drew 
large  supplies  from  the  central  district  of  Canter- 
bury, and  also  contributed  at  the  rate  of  about  £8 
or  £9  per  head  to  the  general  revenue  of  the 
country.  In  this  particular  instance,  if  the  race 
were  brought  in  it  would  give  employment  to 
about  three  hundred  men  at  fair  wages,  and  that 
number  would  represent  about  fifteen  hundred 
souls  who  would  be  maintained  in  the  district. 
Calculating  the  contributions  to  the  Customs  at 
about  £8  per  head,  this  would  give  a  return  of 
about  £12,000  a  yeor.  He  trusted  the  Premier 
would  withdraw  his  opposition  to  the  proposal, 
and  was  perfectly  certain  that,  if  the  honorable 
gentleman  considered  the  matter  calmly  and  care- 
fully, he  would  come  to  the  conclusion  that  this 
was  a  work  which  was  absolutely  necessary. 

Mr.  J.  B.  FISHER  deplored  very  much  the 
position  the  Government  had  taken  up  in  regard 
to  this  motion.  Not  to  put  too  fine  a  point  on  it, 
it  was  hardly  honorable  to  the  country  or  honor- 
able to  the  House  that  the  Government  should 
take  upon  itself,  at  the  present  stage  of  the  Four- 
Mile  Water-race  scheme,  to  repudiate,  first  of  all, 
the  fact  that  they  had  the  information  within 
their  grasp  and  in  their  pigeon-holes  which  would 
justify  them  in  undertaking  this  work  and  recom- 
mending the  vote  to  the  House;  and,  secondly, 
the  agreement  which  had  been  made  by  the  late 
Government  to  construct  the  Four-Mile  Water- 
Race.  If  the  contract  which  had  been  referred  to 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers  had 
been  made  between  the  Government  and  gome 
outsider,  if  it  had  been  a  contract  entered  into 
between  the  Govemment  and  some  person  in  the 
commercial  world  for  the  conveyance  of  mails,  or 
if  it  had  been  made  with  reference  to  a  matter  of 
more  general  public  importance  than  the  making 


of  a  water-race,  he  ventured  to  say  that  the 
Gt)vernment  would  not  have  taken  upon  itself 
the  position  of  repudiation  which  it  had  assumed 
to-night  with  reference  to  this  agreement.  The 
country  could  not  afford  to  repudiate  its  con- 
tracts in  this  way ;  and,  even  admitting,  for  the 
purpose  of  argument,  that  the  late  Govemment 
had  not  authority  to  enter  into  the  contract,  the 
amount  was  so  small  and  the  principle  involved 
80  slight  that,  in  pure  justice  to  the  benches  they 
occupied,  the  Government  ought  to  give  effect  to 
the  contract  which  was  entered  into  with  the 
BuUer  County  Council.  He  understood,  how- 
ever, from  the  honorable  member  for  Port 
Chalmers,  that  the  late  Govemment  actually  had 
authority  to  enter  into  a  contract  with  the  BuUer 
County  Council  and  to  construct  the  race  them- 
selves.  Now,  what  were  the  facts  of  the  i-ase? 
Years  ago  this  matter  was  inquired  into  by  the 
Atkinson  Administration,  who  were  so  con- 
vinced of  the  genuineness  of  this  demand  on  the 
part  of  the  people  of  Charleston  that  they  put 
the  work  on  their  estimates  in  1877.  For  some 
reason  or  other,  however,  the  money  was  not 
f>pent.  Subsequently,  in  1878,  a  sum  of  £50,000 
was  placed  on  the  estimates  for  general  water- 
race  purposes.  The  late  Government  determined 
to  construct  this  race  out  of  that  vole,  and,  as  a 
preliminary  to  carrying  out  the  full  scheme,  pur- 
chased the  Argyle  Water-race  for  £3,000.  They 
established  a  staff  of  management  there  at  a  cost 
of  £300  or  £400  a  year,  and  thoroughly  surveyed 
the  whole  course  of  the  race,  investigated  into 
the  necessity  that  existed  for  the  construction  of 
the  work,  and  ascertained  that  it  held  out  a 
promise  of  yielding  a  fair  return  for  the  money 
that  would  be  expended  upon  it.  They  had  had 
the  whole  of  these  surveys  carried  out  at  a  cost 
of  about  another  £3,000,  and  their  engineers,  to 
his  own  knowledge — for  he  had  read  the  papers 
in  the  Government  offices  on  the  subject — had 
recommended  that  this  sum  of  £11,000  shoiUd 
be  spent ;  and,  if  honorable  members  would 
read  the  second  volume  of  the  Blue  Book  of 
last  session,  they  would  find  Mr.  O'Connor's  re- 
port with  reference  to  this  schen»e.  That  gcntle- 
raati  divided  it  into  three  heads— first  of  all,  the 
purchase  of  the  Argjle  Water-race,  £3,500 ;  then, 
tlio  enlargement  and  improvement  of  that  race, 
which  would  cost  about  another  £3,500;  and,  third, 
the  construction  of  another  race  to  bring  in  a  fur- 
ther supply:  the  total  cost  of  the  two  last  portions 
of  the  scheme  being  estimated  at  £11,000.  The 
Government  had  had  a  number  of  engineers  down 
there,  including  some  of  the  first  engineers  in  the 
colony,  and  those  gentlemen  hod  not  confined  their 
operations  to  taking  out  quantities  and  making  a 
few  surveys ;  but  they  had  made  inquiries  among 
the  people  there,  had  been  waited  upon  by  depu* 
lotions,  and  had  obtained  all  the  information  on 
tlie  subject  which  they  possibly  could  obtain,  the 
result  being  that  they  had  assured  themselves  that 
this  was  really  a  bond  fide  scheme,  that  it  was 
calcubited  to  benefit  the  district,  and  that  it  was 
a  work  which  the  colony  as  a  colony  was  justified, 
from  a  public  point  of  view,  in  undertaking  and 
carrying  out ;  and  these  engineers  had  recom- 
mended the  Govemment  to  expend  the  balance 
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of  the  Tote  on  the  construction  of  the  Four-Mile 
Water-race.  The  honorable  member  at  the  head 
of  the  Government  had  referred  to  tlie  fact  that 
tliere  was  no  evidence  given  before  the  Com- 
mittee but  his  (Mr.  Fisher's).  But  what  sort  of 
evidence  was  his  ?  It  did  not  purport,  on  the 
face  of  it,  to  be  simply  facts  within  his  own 
knowledge,  or  loose  data  that  he  might  have  col- 
lected while  visiting  his  own  constituents  j  but  it 
was  the  condensed  evidence  of  all  the  skilled 
officers  who  had  been  in  the  locality  and  had  ex- 
amined into  the  matter  on  behalf  of  the  Govern- 
ment. The  Qt)Temment  surely  would  not  say 
that,  for  the  purpose  of  placing  this  matter  before 
the  Gold  Fields  Committee,  a  large  number  of 
persons  should  liave  been  brought  to  Wellington 
at  the  expense  of  the  colony  in  order  to  give 
evidence  in  detail,  when  the  Blue  Books  could  be 
produced  and  the  facts  ascertained  at  once  from 
the  reports  of  their  own  officers.  If  honorable 
members  would  read  the  evidence  given  before  the 
Committee  they  would  find  that  this  matter  had 
been  carefully  gone  into  by  the  Government  and 
by  the  local  body,  and  that  as  a  result  of  the  Go- 
vernment inquiries  an  amount  was  put  upon  the 
estimates  in  1877,  which  was  continued  in  1878 ; 
and  that,  further,  the  late  Government  had  entered 
into  an  express  contract  with  the  Buller  County 
Council  that  they  would  give  effect  to  this  scheme 
and  construct  the  Four-Mile  Water-race.  He 
held  the  contract  in  his  hand.  It  was  dated 
"  30th  August,  1878,"  and  was  written  by  Mr. 
Kuowles,  the  Under  Secretary  for  Public  Works, 
to  the  Chairman  of  the  Buller  County  Council. 
It  was  as  follows  : — 

"  Public  Works  Office, 
"Wellington,  30th  August,  1878. 

**SiB, — Referring  to  your  recent  interview  with 
the  Hon.  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  relative 
to  the  construction  of  the  Four-Mile  Water-race, 
I  am  directed  by  the  Minister  to  inform  you  that 
the  Gt)vernment  agree  to  comply  with  your  re- 
quest, and  that  the  vote  of  last  year  will  be 
renewed  :  the  work  to  be  proceeded  with  on 
condition  that  interest  on  one-half  the  cost  of 
construction  shall  be  paid  by  the  Buller  County, 
and  that  any  profits  which  may  accrue  from  the 
race,  over  and  above  defraying  the  cost  of  main- 
tenance and  management,  shah  be  applied  to 
recouping  the  outlay  incurred  by  the  colony. 
Thereafter  such  profit  shall  become  county  reve- 
nue,— I  have,  Ac, 

"  John  Knowles, 
'•  Under  Secretary  for  Public  Works. 

"  The  Chairman,  Buller  County." 

He  submitted  that,  in  the  face  of  that  agree- 
ment, the  House  had  no  alternative,  if  it  re- 
spected its  honor  and  its  agreements,  but  to 
vote  this  sura  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the 
scheme.  But,  apart  altogether  from  the  question 
of  whether  this  was  a  matter  of  contract,  the  con- 
struction of  the  water- race  had  been  recommended 
to  the  Government  since  1876,  when  the  first  in- 
vestigation was  made  with  reference  to  it.  And 
he  might  tell  the  House,  moreover,  in  connection 
with  this  matter,  that  there  were  other  reasons 
why  the  vote  should  be  given  effect  to.  In  1874 
and  1875  a  company  was  formed  in  Charleston 
Mr.  J,  B.  Fisher 


I  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  this  race,  and 
they  made  about  two  and  a  half  miles  of  it ;  but, 
in  consequence  of  the  great  impetus  given  to  the 
business  of  the  country,  and  the  better  employ- 
ment  for  capital  that  was  afforded  throughout  the 
East  Coast  in  consequence  of  the  construction  of 
public  works  and  the  carrying  out  of  the  railway 
scheme,  capital  was  drawn  away  from  the  gold 
fields,  and  the  company  fell  through.  It  was  not 
because  the  people  had  not  confidence  in  the  un- 
dertaking, but  simply  because  they  were  attracted 
away  with  their  capital  after  having  constructed 
two  and  a  half  miles  of  the  race,  which  now  be- 
longed to  the  Gt)yernment,  and  which,  if  this 
vote  were  not  granted,  would  have  to  remain 
idle  and  useless.  Therefore  the  carrying-out  of 
public  works  on  the  East  Coast  had  r^ly  in- 
jured the  people  on  the  West  Coa«t.  The  gold 
field  for  which  this  water  was  required  had 
produced  £1,287,000  worth  of  gold  since  1866. 
It  had  yielded,  in  the  shape  of  ^oTd  fields  revenue, 
£40,247,  and  in  Resident  Magistrates'  and  War- 
dens' fees  a  sum  of  £43,205  ;  so  that  there  was 
nearly  £100,000  contributed  under  those  two 
items,  irrespective  altogether  of  the  enormous 
sum  which  had  been  paid  by  these  people  in  the 
shape  of  taxation  on  dutiable  articles,  which 
would  probably  come  to  about  two  or  three  times 
the  amount  first  mentioned.  These  people  had 
never  had  a  shilling  of  pubUc  money  spent  upon 
them,  and  all  they  asked  for  now  was  this  water. 
Give  them  the  water,  and  the  district  would  be  as 
rich  as  it  liad  been  for  the  last  three  or  four  years, 
with  this  difference,  that  the  gold  produced  would 
be  nearly  double.  He  might  tell  the  House  that 
for  two  or  three  years  before  the  year  1877  the 
want  of  water  was  so  great  that  the  district  was 
languishing  and  steadily  going  down.  Then  they 
hud  i  ^vo  wet  seasons,  and  the  district  revised. 
People  began  to  make  money ;  the  miners  settled 
down  and  made  comfortable  homes ;  and  the  only 
thing  required  now  to  insure  a  largely -increased 
population  was  a  steady  supply  of  water.  It  was 
a  well-known  fact  that,  if  this  water  were  not 
brought  in,  and  a  period  of  five  or  six  months' 
continued  dry  weather  supervened,  the  place 
would  be  ruined.  He  knew  dozens  of  parties 
who  had  been  living  in  a  comparative  state  of 
penury,  holding  on  to  their  claims  upon  the 
understanding  that  this  water  would  be  brought 
in.  Give  them  the  water  and  they  would  be 
wealthy  men ;  but  keep  it  from  them  and  ihey 
would  hare  to  leave  the  district  and  go  to  some 
other  part  of  the  colony.  He  did  not  wish  to 
take  up  too  much  of  the  time  of  the  Committee, 
but  he  hoped  honorable  members  would  lay  to 
heart  the  facts  he  had  placed  before  them,  and 
do  justice  to  these  people.  They  would  not  come 
again  to  the  House  if  they  got  this  money — they 
had  no  other  wants — and  he  could  pledge  his 
word  to  the  House  that  it  would  afford  employ- 
ment to  numbers  of  men  for  twenty-five  years 
\o  come. 

Mr.  STEWART  said  there  were  two  questions 
involved  in  this  matter.  The  first  was,  whether 
the  Government  had  been  committed  by  any  un- 
derstanding in  the  matter;  and  the  next  was 
regarding  the  advisability  of  the  expenditure, 
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assuming  that  there  had  been  no  understanding. 
After  bearing  the  statement  of  the  honorable 
gentleman,  it  did  seem  that  the  country  was 
committed  to  the  expenditure  of  the  money, 
unless  some  statement  could  be  put  forth  ex- 
onerating the  Government  from  the  undertaking. 
He  could  not  express  any  opinion  upon  the  ques- 
tion whether  the  expenditure  was  desirable  or 
not,  but  the  G-old  Fields  Committee  had  recom- 
mended it,  and  the  House  was  bound  to  give 
effect  to  that  recommendation,  unless  it  were 
shown  to  be  erroneous.  He  should  vote  in  favour 
of  the  proposal,  which  be  hoped  would  not  be 
treated  as  a  party  question. 

Mr.  MUKBAY  hoped  the  honorable  gentle- 
roan's  law  was  sounder  than  the  opinion  he  had 
just  expressed.  He  said  that  because  the  G-ovem- 
ment  had  promised  a  thing  the  House  was  bound 
to  carry  out  that  promise;  but  surely  it  was 
not  to  be  understood  that  every  Ministry  was  to 
carry  out  the  promises  of  its  predecessors.  It 
was  very  natursd  for  the  Gold  Fields  members  to 
endeavour  to  get  as  much  public  money  as  pos- 
sible for  their  constituents ;  but  why  should  the 
rest  of  the  people  be  taxed  in  order  to  give  a 
subsidy  to  one  particular  industry  ?  They  should 
look  at  the  result  of  past  expenditure  on  water- 
races,  and  pause  before  making  a  reckless  use  of 
the  public  funds  in  this  way.  Mr.  O'Connor, 
speaking  of  these  water- races,  said, — 

'*  As  already  stated  before,  however,  on  several 
occasions,  I  think  it  is  very  doubtful  if  the  ex- 
penditure referred  to" — that  was,  the  £11,000 
which  the  House  was  then  asked  to  grant — 
"  would  prove  remunerative,  and  I  should  recom- 
mend that,  if  the  Government  were  inclined  to 
go  to  any  further  expenditure  upon  this  project 
at  all,  it  should  be  confined  to  the  expenditure 
required  for  improvement  and  enlargement  of 
the  existing  reservoir  and  water-races — namely, 
£3,500." 

To  show  how  unprofitable  Fome  of  the  public 
expenditure  for  such  projects  had  already  been, 
he  would  quote  a  few  instances  from  the  same 
report: — 

New  River  Water-race. — "  It  is  not  probable 
that  any  further  advances  will  be  asked  for  from 
the  Government,  as  the  work  has  been  practically 
abandoned  by  the  projectors,  and  neither  is  it 
probable  that  any  further  interest  on  the  amount 
already  advanced  will  be  paid  by  the  company." 

Hibernian  Water- race. — "  This  work  was  com- 
pleted several  years  ago,  but  it  is  now  abandoned, 
BO  that  no  further  payment  of  interest  on  the 
Government  advances  can  with  any  reasonable 
probability  be  anticipated." 

Hohonu  Water-race  (cost  to  Government, 
£2,500).  —  "  This  work  was  completed  several 
years  ago,  but  is  now  entirely  abandoned." 

Waimea  Water-race  (cost  about  £130,000  to 
Government). — Yielded  a  net  revenue  of  £2,550. 

Kanieri  Water-race  (cost  to  Government, 
£10,000,  out  of  a  total  of  £28,800).—"  This  work 
was  completed  in  1875,  but  it  has  now  been 
entirely  abandoned  by  the  promoters,  so  that  no 
further  payment  of  interest  on  Government  ad- 
vance is  now  probable." 

With  these  fiicts  before  them,  it  would  be  unwise 


to  spend  any  more  money  on  such  projects.  As 
to  the  guarantee  of  the  Buller  County  Council, 
he  was  not  aware  that  they  were  in  a  position  to 
carry  on  their  local  works,  much  less  pay  interest 
upon  the  outlay  connected  with  this  race.  They 
were  told  that  the  want  of  this  water  was  a  very 
serious  matter  to  the  miners,  but  there  were  other 
communities  which  felt  the  want  of  water.  The 
City  of  Wellington,  for  instance :  why  should  not 
the  people  of  that  city  come  to  the  House  and 
say,  "Our  town  is  very  unhealthy,  and  it  would  be 
of  advantage  to  get  a  good  supply  of  water  "  ?  It 
had  also  been  said  that  a  large  amount  of  gold 
had  been  exported  from  that  district.  Well,  what 
had  been  taken  out  of  it  could  not  again  be  taken 
out.  This  might  be  like  other  abandoned  gold 
fields,  and  it  was  no  use  trying  to  restore  worked- 
out  gold  fields.  He  did  not  think  the  honor- 
able gentleman  had  made  out  a  good  case,  and 
he  should  therefore  vote  against  the  motion. 

Mr.  DE  LAUTOUB  thought  the  argumenU  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Bruce  would  apply 
admirably  to  his  own  Drainage  Bill,  which  asked 
the  Government  to  make  advances  in  another 
way.  The  security  to  be  offered  by  the  Buller 
County  Council  was  as  good  as  any  that  could  be 
offered  by  any  landowner  in  Piako.  He  did  not 
intend  to  go  into  the  merits  of  this  particular 
vote;  the  honorable  gentleman  in  charge  of  the 
resolution  had  done  that.  What  he  wished  to 
say  was,  that  he  did  not  think  it  was  the  function 
of  the  Gold  Fields  Committee  to  decide  what  was 
the  policy  in  regard  to  works  on  gold  fields.  The 
House  must  decide  that,  as  a  question  of  policy. 
All  the  Committee  had  to  do  was  to  deal 
with  the  questions  seut  to  it.  With  respect  to 
the  present  question,  unquestionably  there  was 
an  agreement  between  the  Government  and  the 
Buller  County  Council,  and  the  Committee  had 
no  reason  to  say  that  that  agreement  should 
not  be  carried  out.  As  to  whether  it  was  a 
wise  agreement  on  the  part  of  the  Government, 
that,  of  course,  the  Committee  had  nothing  to  do 
with.  Ue  thought  the  Government  would  have 
to  deal  with  the  question  of  works  on  gold  fields 
in  some  systematic  way.  He  would  suggest  to 
the  Government  that  next  session  they  should 
appoint  a  Select  Committee,  not  necessarily  com- 
posed of  Gold  Fields  members,  to  review  the  whole 
question.  The  present  system  under  which  Gold 
Fields  members  had  to  come  down  to  the  House 
and  scramble  for  moneys  was  not  conducive  to 
(heir  own  self-respect,  to  the  advantage  of  their 
constituents,  or  to  the  advantage  of  the  industry 
they  represented.  The  question  of  policy  ought 
to  be  faced  by  the  House.  But,  taking  the 
system  as  it  stood,  he  thought  the  mover  of  the 
resolution  had  made  out  a  fair  case,  and  to  that 
extent  he  was  disposed  to  support  him,  because 
he  thought  the  claim  had  been  recognized  by  the 
Government,  and,  moreover,  that  there  had  been 
an  agreement  entered  into.  The  evidence  of  the 
Engineer,  so  far  as  such  reports  could  be  accepted 
as  evidence,  was  fairly  conclusive  that  the  work 
would  be  remunerative.  As  to  certitude  in  these 
matters,  there  was  no  such  thing.  It  was  a 
peculiar  fact  that  the  races  which  had  faileil 
had  generally  been  aided  by  the  residents  them- 
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selres;  and  those  raoeB  which  had  been  under- 
taken eimply  bj  the  G-oyernmenk  had  been  more 
successful  than  those  which  had  had  the  guaran- 
tee of  local  knowledge,  local  funds,  and  locnl 
labour.  The  whole  question  was  one  of  great 
difficulty,  and  required  exhaustive  inquiry. 

Mr.  GISBORNE  hoped  the  Government 
would  regard  this  work  apart  from  an  engage- 
ment, and  solely  from  the  point  of  riew  whether 
it  was  likely  to  be  a  remunerative  work  or  not. 
And  he  would  point  out  that  their  own  Engineer 
had  shown  that  these  works  were  reproductive. 
The  Waimea  and  Nelson  Creek  Water-races  not 
only  paid  their  own  expenses,  but  paid  part 
of  the  interest  on  the  cost  of  construction, 
gave  employment  to  a  great  number  of  people, 
and  assisted  materially  the  development  of  the 
gold  fields  on  which  they  were  situated.  If 
the  House  would  look  at  the  matter  in  this 
way  they  would  not  begrudge  the  assistance 
asked  for.  The  West  Coast,  altogether,  had  been 
treated  exceptionally  disadvantageously  in  com- 
parison with  the  East  Coast.  They  had  not  had 
railways,  and  these  races  were  of  just  as  much 
importance  in  developing  the  West  Coast  as  the 
railways  were  in  developing  other  parts  of  the 
colony.  He  hoped  the  CU>vemraent  would  assent 
to  this  Tote,  and  generally  encourage  water-races, 
as  he  believed  they  would  find  the  expenditure 
reproductive,  besides  assisting  to  develop  the 
great  mining  interests  on  tUe  Coast.  He  thought 
the  honorable  gentleman  had  made  out  a  strong 
case,  and  should  be  supported. 

Sir  G.  GBEY  was  not  quite  sure  what  the 
Premier  meant.  He  said  it  was  his  desire  that 
this  motion  should  be  postponed  until  the  Public 
Works  Statement  was  brought  down.  Was  the 
House  to  understand  by  that  that  the  sum  would 
be  placed  upon  the  public  works  estimates  ? 

Mr.  HALL. — No  \  I  did  not  say  that. 

Sir  G.  GREY  hoped,  then,  that  the  Premier 
would  withdraw  his  opposition  to  the  motion. 
His  arguments  were,  firstly,  that  the  evidence 
taken  before  the  Gold  Fields  Committee  was  not 
sufficient,  because  the  only  evidence  given  was 
that  of  the  honorable  gentleman  who  was  the 
promoter  of  the  matter ;  and,  secondly,  that 
many  other  claims  would  be  brought  forward  if 
this  were  acceded  to.  JBut  he  (Sir  G.  Grey) 
thought  neither  of  these  arguments  would  hold 
water.  The  Gk)ld  Fields  Committee  found  that 
the  previous  Government  had  investigated  the 
matter,  and  had  been  satisfied  that  this  was  a 
work  which  should  be  undertaken.  Under  such 
circumstances  the  evidence  taken  was  quite  suffi- 
cient. Then,  with  regard  to  similar  claims  being 
made  in  respect  of  other  water-races,  the  reply  to 
that  was  that  they  auet  wait  their  turn.  They 
were  not  in  the  same  position  as  the  inhabitants 
of  Charleston  were,  because  no  promise  had  been 
made  to  them.  The  honorable  gentleman  might 
fairly  give  way.  Then,  he  (Sir  G.  Grey)  could 
not  help  thinking  that  there  was  a  contract  here. 
He  felt  sure  that,  if  at  the  present  time  the 
colony  had  entered  into  Fome  similar  contract 
with  persons  in  Great  Britain,  and  did  not 
carry  out  that  engagement,  the  credit  of  the 
colony  would  be  gone,  and  there  would  be  no 
Mr,  De  Lauiour 


I  chance  of  getting  the  loan ;  and  on  the  same 
I  principle  he  thought  this  was  an  engagement 
I  which  the  Government  should  recognize.  The 
late  Government  entered  into  this  engagement, 
and  it  was  known  tliat  they  had  done  so,  pro- 
I  bably  with  the  result  that  large  numbers  of  per- 
I  sons  remained  at  Westport  expecting  the  engage- 
ment to  be  carried  out,  while  others  might  have 
entered  on  all  sorts  of  mining  operations  on  the 
faith  of  the  promise  being  kept.  The  sum  was 
so  small  that  it  really  was  not  worth  while  break- 
ing faith  with  the  people  on  account  of  it.  On 
tlie  ground  of  fairness  and  justice,  he  therefore 
trusted  that  the  honorable  gentleman  would  give 
way.  But,  apart  from  that,  he  (Sir  G.  Grey)  was 
quite  satisfied  it  would  be  a  remunerative  work ; 
and  it  would  be  a  great  pity,  at  a  time  of  depres- 
sion like  this,  to  strangle  an  industry.  This  vras 
not  the  direction  in  which  reductions  should  be 
made.  He  had  listened  to  the  arguments  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Bruce,  but  they  did  not 
produce  any  impression  upon  his  mind.  The 
honorable  gentleman  brought  forward  descrip* 
tions  of  water-races  which  had  not  paid  ;  but  it 
would  be  very  easy  to  instance  many  railways 
which  had  not  paid  and  never  would  pay,  and  it 
would  be  just  as  sound  an  argument  to  urge  that 
therefore  no  more  railways  should  be  nuide  as 
that  this  water-race  should  not  be  gone  on  with 
because  others  had  failed.  He  belieyed  all  the 
authorities  agreed  that  this  w6uld  be  a  remunera- 
tive  work,  and  that  the  money  already  expended 
would  be  lost  without  this  further  expenditure. 
For  these  reasons,  he  hoped  the  honorable  mem- 
ber would  give  way  and  a^ree  to  put  this  sum 
upon  the  public  works  estimates,  when,  if  neces- 
sary, it  might  be  further  discussed. 

Mr.  HALL  wished  to  say  a  few  words  in 
reply  to  those  honorable  gentlemen  who  had 
contended  that  there  was  a  contract  binding 
upon  the  House.  That  was  the  view  taken  by 
the  honorable  member  for  the  Thames.  It  was 
an  important  and  novel  doctrine,  and  he  asked 
honorable  members  to  consider  how  far  they 
would  accept  it,  because,  if  such  a  doctrine  were 
adopted,  they  would  find  the  control  of  the 
public  revenue  absolutely  passing  out  of  their 
hands.  What  was  the  doctrine  set  up  ?  That  a 
Cabinet,  authorized  to  spend  a  certain  sum  during 
the  financial  year,  might  enter  into  contracts 
for  the  expenditure  during  succeeding  financial 
years  of  other  large  sums  of  money  without  any 
authority  on  the  part  of  the  House  for  doing  so. 
He  was  not  prepared  to  accept  that  doctrine, 
although  the  honorable  member  for  Port  Chal- 
mers had,  during  the  past  financial  year,  ex- 
pended large  sums  of  money  in  anticipation  of 
the  authority  of  the  House. 
Mr.  MACANDREW.— No. 
Mr.  HALL  said  the  facts  and  figures  were  upon 
the  table  of  the  House,  and  would  prove  that  un- 
deniably. The  honorable  gentleman  said  it  was 
within  the  scope  of  his  authority  to  enter  into 
contracts  which  would  bind  the  House  in  subse- 
quent financial  years  ;  but  he  (Mr.  Hall)  entirely 
denied  the  authority  of  any  Minister  to  make 
such  contracts.  Where  would  the  House  find 
itself,  if  such  a  doctrine  were  accepted  ?     Why, 
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promises  made  by  the  late  GoTemment  were 
bemg  brought  up  day  after  day  for  fulfilment 
by  the  present  Gt)yernment.  Only  that  Tery  day 
they  had  to  put  their  foot  down  and  absolutely 
decline  to  carry  out  a  promise  made  by  the  late 
Government  without  the  authority  of  Parliament. 
The  fact  was,  the  late  Government  had  been  ex- 
ceedingly lavish,  and  their  promises  were  such  as 
were  entirely  without  warrant.  Then  it  was  said 
there  was  a  contract  with  the  Buller  County 
Council.  He  thought  there  would  be  a  much 
stronger  case  made  out  if  the  other  parties  to  the 
so-called  contract  had  done  anything,  or  had  in- 
curred any  liability ;  but  they  bad  not  done  so.  A 
statement  was  made  that,  if  a  certain  expenditure 
was  undertaken  by  the  Government,  the  Buller 
County  Council  would  pay  half  the  interest  upon 
such  expenditure.  If  that  expenditure  was  not 
made,  the  Buller  County  Council  would  not  be 
called  upon  to  pay  anything,  and  no  harm  would 
be  done ;  the  county  had  made  no  sacrifice.  If 
it  had  spent  a  sum  of  money  in  anticipation  tbat 
the  Government  would  do  something,  it  would 
have  been  a  very  different  thing,  and  the  argu- 
ment of  the  honorable  members  on  the  other  side 
would  have  been  right  enough.  But  what  was 
the  position  of  the  Buller  County  Council  ?  It 
was  only  the  other  day  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  the  Buller  told  the  House  that  the 
County  Council's  revenue  was  insufficient  to 
enable  it  to  maintain  the  necessary  roads  in  the 
county  and  to  carry  out  the  ordinary  public 
works  ;  yet  the  county  undertook  to  pay  half  the 
interest  upon  this  sum  of  £11,000.  The  chances 
were  that  the  County  Council  would  never  be  able 
to  pay  such  a  sum.  However,  apart  from  that, 
he  entirely  denied  that  any  Government  had  a 
right  to  promise  expenditure  not  commencing 
with  the  financial  year  during  which  the  promise 
was  made.  Their  authority  was  to  enter  into 
contracts  to  the  amount  specified  in  the  Appro- 
priation Act.  The  honorable  gentleman  nad 
done  that,  and  since  the  commencement  of  the 
present  financial  year  had  done  more,  because  he 
ha*l  entered  into  contracts  very  largely  in  excess 
of  that  amount.  What  was  the  financial  position 
of  the  country,  that  it  shotdd  be  able  to  aiSbrd  to 
carry  out  this  work,  at  this  "  trifling  cost,"  as  it 
was  called  ?  If  the  circumstances  of  the  country 
were  such  that  this  amount  was  "  trifling,"  he 
would  cheerfully  support  the  resolution  j  but  the 
country  oould  not  atTord  it,  and  it  was  no  use  for 
the  Committee  to  pass  such  a  resolution,  for  the 
Government  had  no  money  to  give  for  the  pur- 
pose :  their  predecessors  had  spent  all  the  money, 
and  none  was  left.  Under  happier  auspices,  he 
would  be  glad  to  support  such  a  resolution  as  this ; 
but  in  existing  circumstances  this  work,  together 
with  many  others  of  a  similar  kind,  must  wait 
until  the  country  was  better  able  to  afibrd  the 
money  for  them.  This  much  he  might  say  to  the 
honorable  gentleman :  that  what  had  taken  place 
in  this  locality  would  give  it  a  right  to  favourable 
consideration  when  the  financiid  position  of  the 
country  was  better.  The  honorable  gentleman 
must  understand  that  the  Government  opposed 
this  resolution  because  the  claim  was  premature  ; 
because  the   Government    must  consider  other 
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claims  before  it  decided  upon  granting  this ;  and 
also  because  the  amount  of  the  loan  that  would 
be  outstanding  by  the  end  of  1880  would  be  so 
small  tbat  it  would  be  impossible  to  carry  out  the 
work. 

Mr.  MACANDRE W  could  not  understand  the 
doctrine  laid  down  by  the  honorable  gentleman. 
Was  he  to  understand  that  the  law  was,  that  the 
amount  appropriated  for  the  year  must  be  spent 
within  that  year,  and  that  the  Government  oould 
not  contract  beyond  the  year  itself  ?  That  was  a 
new  doctrine  to  him,  and  a  perfectlj  impracticable 
one.  If  the  honorable  member  would  refer  to  the 
estimates  of  last  year,  he  would  see  that  £50,000 
was  authorized  to  be  spent  on  water-races  on  gold 
fields.  In  that  was  included  the  sum  proposed 
to  be  expended  on  this  Four-Mile  Water-race ;  so 
that  the  transaction  was  legitimate  and  under  the 
authority  of  law.  All  that  had  been  done  was  to 
promise,  and  no  contract  had  ever  been  entered 
into.  Promises  had  been  made  to  the  Buller 
County  Council,  and  he  held  that  those  promisei 
were  binding  on  the  Gt>vemment  if  there  was 
sufficient  of  the  loan  available  to  fulfil  them.  He 
oould  not  understand  what  had  become  of  this 
loan.     He  had   been  told  that  he  had  appro* 

Eriated  it,  but  he  could  not  understand  why  the 
onorable  gentlemen  on  those  benches  should 
always  keep  harping  upon  that  assertion.  Only 
the  other  day  a  return  was  laid  on  the  table  by 
the  Minister  for  Public  Works,  which  showed 
that  the  total  amount  contracted  for  was  only 
£660,000 ;  and  he  was  utterly  at  a  loss  to  under* 
stand  why,  in  the  face  of  that  fact,  the  Govern- 
ment were  continually  din-dinning  it  into  honor- 
able members'  ears  that  contracts  had  been 
entered  into  to  the  extent  of  £2,200,000.  He 
hoped  directions  would  be  given  to  the  officers  of 
the  House  to  have  that  return  printed  as  soon  as 
possible,  so  as  to  set  this  dispute  at  rest.  There 
was  "  the  law  and  the  testimony  ;"  let  them  have 
it,  and  not  merely  take  his  ipse  dixit.  There 
was  the  official  return,  signed  by  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  and  he  (Mr.  Macandrew)  presumed 
it  was  correct.  He  hoped  tliis  resolution  would 
be  allowed  to  pass,  for,  if  it  did  not,  it  would 
savour  very  much  of  shirking  an  obligation  en- 
tered into  by  a  previous  Government ;  and  that 
was  not  a  nice  thing  to  do.  He  should  be  very 
sorry  to  be  a  member  of  any  Government  that 
lightly  set  aside  the  promises  of  its  predecessors, 
if  they  were  made  under  the  authority  of  law 
and  with  the  assent  of  the  House,  as  was  the  case 
in  this  instance.  As  to  the  mysterious  promises 
made  by  the  late  Government,  referred  to  by  the 
Premier,  he  could  only  say,  for  himself,  that  he 
never  made  any  promises  that  he  did  not  see  his 
way  to  fulfil ;  and  he  ventured  to  say  that,  had 
the  late  Government  continued  to  administer  the 
affairs  of  the  country,  they  would  have  fulfilled 
all  their  promises,  and,  moreover,  every  railway 
propounded  in  the  scheme  of  1878  would  have 
been  gone  on  with  and  carried  to  completion. 
He  had  not  the  slightest  hesitation  in  saying  that. 
Of  course,  until  the  Public  Works  Statement  was 
before  the  House,  it  was  impossible  to  know 
what  was  in  the  mind  of  the  Government.  He 
did  not  know  what  they  meant  by  the  accusatioDs 
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they  made  against  the  late  Gt)remment,  seeing 
that  that  (Government  had  onlj  entered  into  con- 
tracts for  public  works  to  the  extent  of  £660,000 
in  the  two  Islands,  some  of  which  extended  orer 
a  period  of  two  years.  He  supposed  they  con- 
tended that  that  wa^  wrong.  He  supposed  they 
thought  that  contracting  for  the  reclamation  for 
the  Dunedin  railway  station  was  wrong,  because 
it  extended  over  a  period  of  three  years.  There 
were  many  contracts  arranged  for  in  that  way, 
and  the  Q-overnment  which  preceded  the  late 
Government  entered  into  contracts  that  extended 
over  three  and  four  years.  As  he  had  already 
said,  he  ventured  to  hope  the  Government  would 
withdraw  their  opposition  to  this  motion. 

Mr.  HISLOP  said  the  Government  might  en- 
lighten honorable  members  very  much  as  to  how 
they  should  vote  on  this  question  if  they  would 
tell  them  when  they  were  likely  to  have  the  Pub- 
lic Works  Statement,  and  how  long  the  House 
was  likely  to  be  in  session  after  it  was  delivered  j 
•o  that,  if  they  were  dissatisfied  with  it,  they 
might  take  such  other  steps  as  they  thought 
necessary.  It  seemed  to  him  the  Government 
were  putting  off  that  Statement,  which  was  to 
solve  all  these  difficulties,  until  the  very  last  day 
of  the  session,  so  that  honorable  members  would 
have  no  opportunity  of  bringing  forward  any 
propositions  of  their  own. 

Mr.  McLEAN  had  no  desire  to  enter  into  this 
question,  but  must  say  a  few  words  in  reply  to 
the  honorable  member  for  Port  Chalmers.  That 
honorable  gentleman  had,  in  the  face  of  actual 
figures  laid  before  the  House,  persisted  in  deny- 
ing that  the  late  Government  had  entered  into 
obligations  far  beyond  what  they  were  authorized 
to  do.  The  honorable  gentleman,  when  Minister 
for  Public  Works,  had  no  longer  round  him  the 
guardian  angels  who  acted  as  a  check  upon  him 
when  he  was  head  of  a  Provincial  Government, 
and  his  natural  proclivities  came  out  when  he 
found  he  could  sign  contracts  without  even  con- 
sulting his  colleagues.  The  honorable  gentleman 
was  very  *cute,  however  simple  his  words  might 
be  before  the  House.  He  said,  "  I  entered  into 
contracta,  all  of  which  are  on  the  table  of  the 
House."  That  was  quite  true  ;  but  he  should 
have  gone  further  and  said,  "  I  also  entered  into 
engaetments,  such  as  ordering  plant  from  Home, 
and  Uke  matters,  to  the  extent  of  £2,200,000." 
Moreover,  the  honorable  gentleman  took  a  vote 
fipom  the  House  for  £20,000,  and  immediately,  on 
the  strength  of  that,  spent,  and  ordered  material 
to  the  extent  of,  £270,000.  There  was  no  doubt 
that  if  the  honorable  gentleman  had  remained  in 
ofilce  he  would  have  made  all  these  railways,  but 
the  whole  reserve  of  the  Bank  of  England  would 
not  have  been  sufficient  for  him  for  even  three 

Sears :  he  would  have  scattered  it  all.  If  the 
onorable  gentleman  ever  got  into  office  again,  he 
woidd  want  some  guardian  angels  round  him,  as 
he  used  to  have  in  the  Provincial  Government  of 
Otaffo. 

Mr.  J.  B.  FISHER  hoped  honorable  members 
would  not  make  this  a  party  struggle.  It  was 
not  a  question  of  gorernment ;  it  was  a  question 
of  contract  and  honor ;  and  he  submitted  that  he 
had  made  out  a  case  in  which  gentlemen  of  all 
Mr.  Macandrew 


sides  should  join,  in  order  to  maintain  the  honor 
of  the  colony  and  of  the  Government  that  had 
administered  its  affairs  for  years  past,  llie 
honorable  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  GOvem-  . 
ment  appeared  to  take  up  the  position  that  the 
country  should  only  carry  out  a  contract  if  it 
were  convenient ;  but  it  was  a  matter  of  principle 
and  of  law  that,  if  a  contract  were  made — and 
especially  if  it  were  in  writing — it  must  be  given 
effect  to  at  all  hazards.  Admitting  that  it  was 
not  convenient  to  the  country  to  fulfil  this  con- 
tract, still  it  was  not  sufficiently  inconvenient  to 
warrant  the  House  in  refusing  to  go  on  with  it. 
As  to  no  action  having  been  taken  in  the  matter, 
ho  might  say  that  not  only  had  the  County  Coun- 
cil taken  action,  but  scores  of  people  had  con- 
tinued in  the  district,  and  had,  since  1878,  been 
maintaining  themselves  upon  their  capital,  so  that 
they  wight  be  able  to  earn  a  living  when  this 
contract  was  completed  and  the  wat«r  rendered 
available.  The  contract  had,  to  a  large  extent, 
been  given  effect  to.  In  addition,  the  Grovem- 
ment  had  partly  performed  the  contract.  They 
had  bought  the  Four- Mile  Water-race,  and  bad 
plans  and  specifications  prepared,  so  as  to  be  able 
to  call  for  tenders.  All  these  facts  showed  that 
honorable  gentlemen  should  support  the  right 
which  he  had  on  his  side,  and  vote  for  the  motion. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  could  not  allow  the 
honorable  member  for  Waikouaiti  to  say  that, 
under  the  authority  of  a  vote  of  £20,-000,  he  had 
expended  £200,000.  He  defied  the  honorable 
gentleman  to  bring  any  proof  of  that  statement. 
As  to  guardian  angels,  it  might  perhaps  have 
been  well  if  be  had  had  the  honorable  gentleman 
always  near  him  when  he  was  in  office :  his  watch- 
ful countenance,  with  that  innocence  and  celestial 
purity  which  beamed  in  its  every  smile,  would 
no  doubt  have  been  an  advantage.  He  ddied  the 
honorable  gentleman  to  justify  the  reckless  state- 
ment he  had  just  made. 

Mr.  McLEAN  wua  perfectly  well  able  to  justify 
his  statement,  but  he  did  not  want  to  take  up 
the  time  of  tlie  House  on  a  private  members' 
night.  He  had  acted  partly  as  a  guardian  angel 
to  the  honorable  gentleman,  but  he  would  be 
sorry  to  have  the  guardianship  of  him  now. 
Regarding  this  vote  itself,  he  did  not  see  that 
there  would  be  any  breach  of  faith  in  the  House 
refusing  to  grant  it.  If  the  colony  had  plenty 
of  money  he  would  be  happy  to  vote  for  it ;  but, 
seeing  the  position  they  were  in,  he  could  not  see 
his  way  to  go  into  the  same  lobby  with  the 
honorable  gentleman.  He  considered  that  he 
would  be  committing  no  breach  of  contract  what- 
ever in  declining  to  agree  to  this  resolution ; 
if  that  were  the  case,  he  would  be  the  last  to  do 
so. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  said  that  £50,000  bad 
been  voted  for  water-races,  but  only  £39,000  had 
been  expended.  He  wished  to  know  if  there 
were  outstanding  liabilities  which  would  absorb 
the  imexpended  balance.  Although  there  was 
no  contract,  if  they  had  the  money  there  was  a 
binding  engagement  with  the  County  Council. 
The  Premier  said  they  had  not  got  the  money. 
He  (Mr.  Montgomery)  did  not  say  this  work 
should  take  the  whole  of  the  balance,  but  it  should 
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be  considered  along  with  other  works  in  connec- 
tion with  which  there  were  positive  engagements 
on  the  part  of  the  Q-orernment.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, he  should  Tote  for  the  motion. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  said  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Akaroa  had  anlioipated  what  he  was  going 
to  say.  He  thought  the  honorable  member  for 
Buller  wouhl  be  consulting  tlie  interests  of  his 
constituents  if  he  delayed  taking  the  decision  of 
the  House  until  the  Public  Works  Statement  bad 
been  made.  With  the  frequent  changes  of  Go- 
vernment and  of  circumstances  that  took  place, 
he  (Mr.  Montgomery)  did  not  thitik  that  the 
mere  fact  of  the  county  liaving  obtained  a  promise 
from  the  Government  would  avail  the  honorable 
member  very  much.  But  lie  thought  the  honor- 
able gentleman  had  a  very  much  better  case  than 
that,  because  he  understood  that  £3,500  had  been 
already  spent  on  the  wat^r-race,  and  £3,000  in 
addition  to  that  in  the  preliminary  operations  in 
connection  with  this  race.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, it  did  not  require  much  consideration  to 
show  that,  if  the  Government  had  money  for  any 
of  those  works,  this  particular  work  was  bound 
to  be  the  very  first  Ihey  would  undertake,  in 
order  to  get  a  return  from  the  £0,000  they  had 
already  Ijing  idle  there.  With  regard  to  this 
particular  race,  he  knew  a  great  deal  about  it.  It 
came  before  him  when  he  was  in  the  Govern- 
ment, and  he  interer'ted  himself  very  considerably 
about  it.  He  knew  there  was  a  great  diversity  of 
opinion  about  this  race,  as  there  wns  about  all  the 
races  that  ever  eame  before  him.  He  Iiad  always 
opposed  the  Gorernment  entering  upon  the  con- 
struction of  these  races,  but  from  time  to  time 
the  House  had  forced  one  after  anotlier  upon  the 
Government  of  the  day,  and  the  pressure  brought 
to  bear  by  tlio  various  local  bodies  and  those 
interested  in  particular  districts  made  it  abso- 
lutely impossible  for  the  Government  to  resist 
going  into  the  construction  of  these  works.  No 
•  doubt  some  of  them  liad  failed,  but  he  believed 
that  in  the  end  it  would  be  found,  after  all,  that 
the  money  expended,  if  the  works  were  judiciously 
managed,  would  bo  reproductive.  He  always 
understood,  from  personal  communication  with 
the  Engineer,  Mr.  O'Connor,  in  whose  opinion  ho 
placed  ihe  most  implicit  reliance,  that  in  this 
particular  case  there  was  more  probability  of  the 
work  being  remunerative  than  in  the  case  of  any 
other  race,  except  tlie  Hochstetter.  Although  he 
had  heard  the  Hochstetter  Race  spoken  of  dii- 
paragingly  to-night  by  one  membei^  from  that  dis- 
trict, he  nad  always  understood,  and  he  believed 
at  the  present  moment,  that  that  race  would  be 
the  most  remuneratiro  in  the  colonj. 

Mr.  HISLOP  believed  that  the  advice  just  given 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Christchurch  City 
was  given  in  perfect  good  faith  ;  but,  if  the  reso- 
lution were  earned,  it  would  not  bind  the  House 
afterwards.  If  anything  contained  in  the  Public 
Works  Statement  caused  them  to  change  their 
opinion,  there  was  nothing  to  prevent  them  after- 
wards from  voting  against  the  expenditure.  If 
this  discussion  was  to  be  postponed  until  after  the 
Public  Works  Statement  was  made,  he  was  afraid 
tho  honomble  member's  chances  would  bo  very 
sqmll,  because  evidently  tho  Government  had  not 


yet  made  up  their  minds  as  to  when  this  State- 
ment was  to  be  delivered.  They  had  not  yet  had 
the  courtesy  to  answer  questions  from  bis  side  of 
the  House  as  to  when  the  Statement  was  to  be 
delivered. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  Buller  County  Council 
were  making  a  very  good  bargain,  and  they  would 
be  easily  able  to  pay  interest  on  this  money. 
Miners'  rights  fees  and  the  gold  duty  went  to 
the  Council.  Owing  to  the  increased  number  of 
miners  who  would  be  employed  by  means  of  this 
race,  the  County  Council  would  be  easily  able  to 
pay  the  interest.  The  present  staff  of  men,  em- 
ployed by  the  Government  at  £300  a  year  to 
work  a  race  selling  only  ten  heads  of  water  per 
week,  would  be  able  to  work  a  race  selling  seventy 
or  eighty  heads  of  water.  He  did  not  like  to 
hear  all  the  arguments  in  favour  of  this  motion 
coming  from  one  side  of  tho  House.  They  seemed 
to  be  drifting  into  the  position  that  everything 
was  to  be  decided  by  a  party  vote.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Bruce  should  have  read  tho 
following  extract  from  Mr.  O'Connor's  report, 
1879  :— 

"  Nelson  Creek  Race. — Number  of  men  em- 
ployed daily  throughout  the  year,  70 ;  number  of 
ounces  of  gold  so  obtained,  4,400. 

"  Waimea  Race. — Number  of  men  employed 
dnily  throughout  the  year,  617 ;  number  of 
ounces  of  gold  so  obtained,  21,400. 

*'From  this,  then,  it  will  be  seen  that,  while 
the  direct  net  revenue  of  the  races  in  question  is 
£2,900  per  annum,  they  at  the  same  time  main- 
tain in  continuous  employment  as  many  as  687 
men,  and  yield  to  each  of  these  an  income  of 
£145  per  annum  ;  and,  as  this  is  considerably  in 
excess  of  the  cost  of  living  of  the  men  in  ques- 
tion, it  is  a  reasonable  deduction,  as  it  is  also  the 
fact,  that  capital  is  thus  accumulated  by,  at 
any  rate,  some  of  the  men  engaged,  and  that 
this  capital  is  afterwards  applied  in  developing 
more  permanent  industries  in  other  parts  of  the 
country." 

It  would  be  seen  that  by  those  races  the  West 
Coast  was  kept  in  its  present  condition.  If  it  were 
not  for  those  i-aces  the  population  of  twenty-four 
thousand  could  not  exist;  and  that  population 
had  not  cost  the  Government  one  pound  to  bring 
them  there.  If  that  population  left  the  Coast 
the  Government  would  sustain  a  very  heavy  loss. 
A  largo  number  of  men  had  been  waiting  for 
years  in  this  particular  district,  in  the  hope  that 
water  would  be  brought  in  ;  and  the  House  might 
blight  the  prospects  of  those  men  for  life  if  they 
did  not  carry  out  this  work. 

Question  put,  "That  the  resolution  be  agreed 
to ;"  upon  which  a  division  was  called  for,  witli 
the  following  result : — 

Ayes         31 

Noes         26    ^ 


Majority  for 


Mr.  Andrews, 
Mr.  Ballance, 
Mr.  De  Lautour, 
Mr.  Finn, 


Ayes. 

Mr.  Macandrew, 
Mr.  McCaughan, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Moss, 
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Mr.  J.  B.  Fisher, 
Mr.  J.  T.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Gkorge, 
Mr.  GHsbome, 
Sir  a.  Grey, 
Mr.  Hamlin, 
Major  Ifarris, 
Mr.  H.  Hirst, 
Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Hutchison, 
Captain  Kenny, 
Mr.  Lundon, 

Mi^or  Atkinson, 
Mr.  Bain, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Captain  Colbeok, 
Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  W.  J.  Hurst, 
Mr.  Hursthouse, 
Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  Lerin, 
Mr.  Mason, 
Mr.  McLean, 
I  Mr.  OliTer, 
Mr.  Ormond, 


Mr.  Pyke, 
Mr.  Reid, 
Mr.  Shrimski, 
Mr.  Speight, 
Mr.  Stewart, 
Mr.  Tainui, 
Mr.  Tawhai, 
Mr.  Tomoana, 
Mr.  WakeEeld. 

Tellers, 
Mr.  Reeves, 
Mr.  Seddon. 

Nobs. 

i  Mr.  Pitt, 

I  Mr.  Richardson, 
Mr.  RoUeston, 
Mr.  Saunders, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Swanson, 
Colonel  Trimble, 
Dr.  Wallis, 
Mr.  Whitaker, 
Major  Willis. 

Tellers. 
Mr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Sutton. 


PJLTRS. 
For.  Against. 

Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Brandon, 

Mr.  Ireland,  Mr.  Fulton, 

Mr.  Sheehan,  Mr.  Bryce, 

Mr.  Shephard,  Captain  Russell, 

Mr.  Turnbull.  I  Mr.  Wright. 

The  motion  was  consequently  agreed  to. 
Mr.  WAKEFIELD  wished  to  explain  that  in 
the  division  he  voted  with  the  "Ayes"  in  con- 
sequence of  a  promise  he  had  given  some  time 
ago  to  the  honorable  member  for  the  Buller  that 
he  would  support  him  on  a  question  of  this  kind. 
He  desired  to  state  that  he  had  voted  entirely 
against  his  own  feelings  in  the  matter. 

TARANAKI  IRON-SMELTINQ  WORKS 
LANDS  BILL. 

Mr.  BALLANCE,  in  moving  the  second  read- 
ing of  this  Bill,  said  its  purpose  was  to  amend 
"  The  Taranaki  Iron-Smelting  Works  I^ands  Act, 
1874,"  and  the  merits  of  the  Bill  were  set  forth 
pretty  fully  in  the  preamble ;  but  he  might  ex- 
plain that  under  the  Act  of  1874  it  was  provided 
that  the  Taranaki  Steel  Company  should  have 
selected  for  it  5,000  acres  of  land,  for  which  it 
was  to  pay  5s.  per  acre,  on  certain  conditions. 
Three  thousand  acres  were  to  be  selected  out  of  a 
block  called  the  Moa  Block,  and  the  Act  referred 
to  another  selection  which  bad  already  been  made 
in  a  block  called  the  Tarurutangi  Block.  This 
previous  selection  had  been  made  by  the  Superin- 
tendent, aud  it  was  his  duty  also  to  select  the 
3,000  acres  stipulated  in  the  Moa  Block.  He 
proceeded,  in  accordance  with  the  Act,  to  select 
the  3,000  acres  ;  but,  after  making  the  selection,  it 
was  found  on  actual  survey  that  there  were  not 
2,000  acres  in  the  Tarurutangi  Block,  and  that 
only  1,000  acres  could  be  selected  in  that  block. 
In    order   to  make  good  the   5,000  acres   that 


had  been  stipulated  to  be  sold  to  the  company, 
the  Superintendent  proceeded  to  select  1,000 
acres  more  in  the  Moa  Block— that  was  to  say, 
making  4,000  acres  in  the  Moa  Block  and  1,000 
acres  m  the  Tarurutangi  Block.  This  arrange- 
ment remained  for  several  years  without  being 
disputed  in  any  way.  The  grant  for  the  land  was 
made  out,  the  money  was  paid  in  accordance  with 
stipulation  for  the  land,  at  the  rate  of  5s.  per 
acie,  and  all  the  other  conditions,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  one,  were  completed  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  G-ovemment.  In  fact,  all  the  con- 
ditions were  completed  in  accordance  with  the 
requirements  of  the  Act,  for  the  Superintendent 
gave  a  certificate  to  the  effect  that  the  company 
complied  with  all  the  conditions.  A  technical 
objection  was  taken  some  time  afterwards  that 
the  whole  of  the  capital  of  the  company  had  not 
been  paid  up.  The  paid-up  capital  stipulated  for 
was  £30,000,  but  it  was  held  that  only  £27,000 
had  been  paid  up.  He  believed  that  the  Law 
Officers  of  the  Crown  advised  that  this  would  be 
fatal  to  the  company*8  rights,  and  that  before  the 
company  could  obtain  the  grant  it  would  have  to 
issue  i*hare8  for  the  difference  between  £27,000 
and  £30,000.  The  company  accordingly  took  the 
necessary  steps,  and  the  capital  was  subscribed ; 
whereupon  the  matter  was  again  referred  to  the 
Law  Officers,  who  gave  the  opmion  that  the  whole 
of  the  stipulations  had  been  faithfully  fulfilled,  and 
that  the  grant  should  issue.  The  grant  was,  he 
believed,  about  to  issue,  when  another  difficulty 
cropped  up — the  difficulty  to  which  he  had  already 
referred— namely,  that  the  Act  of  1874  required 
that  there  should  be  3,000  acres  taken  out  of  the 
one  block  and  2,000  out  of  another,  whereas  tho 
selection  was  4,000  acres  in  one  block  and  1,000 
acres  in  the  other.  That  was  the  whole  difficulty 
which  now  existed,  and  the  present  Bill  waa  in- 
tended to  set  that  matter  right.  It  provided  that 
the  selection,  which  was  duly  made  by  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Taranaki,  of  4,000  acres  in  one  block 
and  1,000  acres  in  another,  should  be  considered 
valid,  and  that  the  grant  should  issue.  The 
money  had  been  paid  and  all  conditions  com- 
pleted, and  the  company  insisted  upon  receiving 
the  land,  for  which  it  had  paid,  and  which  it  con- 
sidered to  be  its  own.  He  could  see  no  objection 
whatever  to  this  being  done,  for,  if  there  were 
any  blame  whatever,  it  was  not  attachable  to  any- 
thing done  or  left  undone  by  the  company,  but 
entirely  rested  with  the  Superintendent  of  Tara- 
naki and  the  Government  surveyor,  who  made  the 
selection.  If  the  House  wished  to  have  further 
evidence  taken  on  the  matter,  he  would  be  happy, 
after  the  second  reading,  to  move  that  the  Bill  be 
referred  either  to  the  Waste  Lands  Committee  or 
to  the  Public  Accounts  Committee,  in  order  that 
it  might  be  reported  upon. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  thought  if  the  honorable 
gentleman  had  been  putting  a  case  specially  for 
one  side  he  could  not  nave  made  out  a  better  one  ; 
but  he  apprehended  that  a  greater  responsibility 
rested  upon  any  member  of  that  House  who 
brought  down  a  measure  of  very  large  import- 
ance affecting  the  public  estate.  In  his  public 
capacity  as  a  member  of  that  House  the  honor- 
able gentleman  should  have  explained  both  aides 
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of  the  question,  and  told  the  House  there  was 
something  more  in  it  than  he  had  stated.  This 
matter  was  one  that  was  brought  up  some  weeks 
ago  by  the  honorable  gentleman,  when  he  (Mr. 
Bolleston)  was  entirely  unacquainted  with  the 
circumstances  of  the  case.  He  found  in  the 
office  a  yery  large  file  of  papers,  that  extended 
oyer  seyeral  years,  and  ho  did  his  best  to  make 
himself  acquainted  with  the  case.  In  reply  to  a 
a  question,  he  told  the  honorable  gentleman 
that,  after  the  information  he  had  been  able  to 
gather,  he  thought  this  Bill  ought  not  to  be 
proceeded  with  during  the  present  session ;  that 
the  circumstances  were  so  inyolyed,  and  required 
so  much  consideration  —  had  already  been  the 
subject  of  so  much  discussion,  and  such  unsatis- 
factory discussion — that  he  did  not  think  it  fair 
to  bring  down,  at  that  stage  of  the  session,  a  Bill 
dealing  with  the  matter.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man had  now  brought  down  the  Bill  which  he 
had  previously  asked  the  Goyernment  to  bring  in. 
Honorable  members  were  probably  as  little  ac- 
quainted with  the  circumstances  of  the  case  as  he 
had  been  a  short  time  ago,  and  he  would  therefore 
state  the  broad  features  of  it.  He  wished  the 
House  to  understand  that  there  were  two  aspects 
to  the  question.  There  was  the  broad  question 
of  whether  a  public  compact  affecting  the  public 
estate  was  to  be  carried  out  faithfully  in  both  spirit 
and  letter  by  both  sides ;  and,  secondly,  whether 
the  House  was  to  be  asked  to  rectify  blunders 
which  had  been  made  in  carrying  out  an  entirely 
one-sided  bargain,  and  one  that  was  altogether 
against  the  original  intentions  of  the  House. 
The  position  was  this  :  In  1874  an  Act  was 
passed  which  provided  for  an  agreement  being 
ratified  between  the  company  on  the  one  side  and 
the  Government  on  the  other.  The  company 
was  to  put  up  smelting  works  on  the  beach  at 
Taranaki.  It  was  to  create  an  industry  which 
the  House  was  led  to  suppose  would  be  of  very 
great  value  to  the  country.  The  company  was 
to  have,  in  consideration  of  the  enterprise,  a  block 
of  5,000  acres  of  land.  This  block  was  for  the 
purpose  of  supplying  charcoal  to  the  works.  A 
lease  of  the  beach  was  to  be  given  to  the  company, 
and  on  the  beach  smelting  works  were  to  bo 
erected.-  In  order  to  establish  this  industry  the 
land  was  to  be  sold  to  the  company  at  5s.  an 
acre,  and  £1,200  was  to  be  expended  in  con- 
structing a  tramway  from  the  land  to  the  beach. 
In  passing  the  Act,  the  House  believed  that 
th3  industry  would  be  established  in  a  short 
time,  and  penalties  were  to  be  inflicted  if  during 
a  certain  number  of  years  a  certain  amount  of 
sand  was  not  smelted  and  the  industry  carried 
on.  Xow,  let  the  House  see  what  was  the  case. 
Was  the  tramway  made  ?  No.  Were  the  smelt- 
ing works  carried  on?  No.  Was  the  block  of 
land  utilized  for  making  charcoal?  No.  And 
what  was  the  House  asked  to  do  ?  The  company 
had  failed  to  carry  out  what  it  had  bargained  to 
do,  and  now  came  down  to  the  House  and  said, 
**  We  haye  technically  complied  with  the  agree- 
ment in  putting  up  smelting  buildings,  and  also 
in  raising  the  capital  that  we  coyenanted  to  raise, 
and,  though  we  haye  failed  entirely  to  insure  to 
the  country  that  which   was  intended  by   the 


Legislature,  we  ask  you  to  cure  a  blunder,  so  that 
we  may  be  enabled  to  get  these  5,000  acres  for 
ourselves.'*  The  honorable  gentleman  did  not 
put  the  case  fully  ;  and  not  only  did  he  not  state 
the  whole  case,  but  he  said  the  Government  had 
been  advised  that  there  was  nothing  to  do  but  to 
pass  this  Bill,  because  the  bargain  had  been  faith- 
fully carried  out.  As  a  member  of  the  late  Go- 
vernment, the  honorable  gentleman  knew  what 
the  legal  opinions  were.  There  was  a  series  of  them 
extending  over  several  years,  and  one  after  the 
other  was  directed  to  the  technical  compliance 
with  the  agreement.  All  the  Law  Officers  were 
asked  to  advise  on  was,  whether  the  technical 
provisions  had  been  complied  with  or  not.  Each 
opinion,  as  far  as  he  recollected — and  there  were 
a  great  many  of  them — shelved  the  question  of 
whether  the  spirit  of  the  agreement  had  been 
carried  out.  There  was  no  legal  opinion  vhich 
staled  that  the  agreement  had  been  carried  out 
to  the  intent  and  purpose  of  the  Legislature — 
the  implication  was  the  other  way.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  did  not  state — what  waa  a  very 
important  fact  for  the  House  to  recollect- 
that  this  question  had  been  before  the  Public 
Petitions  Oonimittee,  and  that  Committee  re- 
port-ed  in  the  sense  in  which  he  had  put  the 
question — he  believed,  in  1R77.  The  report  was 
to  the  effect  that  the  bargain  had  practically  not 
been  completed ;  but  that  a  fair  solution  of  the 
question  would  be  that  the  money  paid  by  the 
company — that  was,  the  58.  per  acre  for  the  5,000 
acres — should  be  returned,  and  that  the  company 
and  the  Government  should  cry  off"  with  the 
bargain.  He  was  strongly  of  opinion  that  thnt 
was  a  fair  solution,  and  the  Government  had 
therefore  put  that  sum  down  upon  the  estimates 
again  this  year  as  a  means  of  settlement  of  the 
dilljculty.  He  had  endeavoured  to  put  the  case 
as  fairly  as  he  could.  He  did  not  mean  to  say  he 
was  yet  thoroughly  acquainted  with  all  the  ins 
and  outs  of  it,  but  he  thought  he  had  given  the 
House  a  fair  statement  of  the  true  position.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  the  honorable  gentleman  would 
see  fit  to  postpone  this  Bill,  at  any  rate  beyond 
this  session,  if  he  thought  he  had  a  just  case; 
because  honorable  members  generally  were  not 
likely  to  give  that  full  attention  to  it  which  he 
and  others  had  done,  and  he  did  not  think  they 
would,  on  any  cursory  view,  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  there  was  that  justice  in  the  case  which 
the  honorable  gentleman  seemed  to  think. 

Mr.  KELLY  was  sorry  to  say  ho  must  opposo 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill.     It  was,  as  the 
honorable  gentleman  who  inti  oduced  it  correctly 
said,  a  Bill  to  remove  a  technical  defect;  at  the 
j  t^anlc  time,  it  proposed  to  give  a  legal  position 
I  to  the  compUny  which  it  did  not  now  possess. 
I  When  the  company  was  started,  a  contract  was 
I  entered  into  between  the  Provincial  Council  of 
Taranaki  and  the  company,  the  Council,  on  the 
'  one  side,  agreeing  to  give  5,000  acres  of  land  for 
j  the  purpose  of  providing  timber  for  charcoal,  and 
fairly  trying  to  solve  the  question  of  whether  the 
ironsand  could  be  made  of  marketable  value  or 
not;  the  company,  on  the  other  side,  agreeing  to 
definitely  settle  the  question.     It  was  never  in- 
tended  that  the  land  should   bo  given   by   the 
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Council  simply  for  the  purpose  of  building  iron- 
works, without  doing  anything  further.  He 
knew  of  his  own  knowledge  that  the  land  would 
never  have  been  given  if  it  had  been  understood 
that  the  experiment  would  not  be  fairly  tried. 
The  land  was  giren  for  the  purpose  of  providing 
fuel  for  smelting  the  ironsand,  and  the  preamble 
of  the  Act  of  1874,  quoting  the  resolution  of  the 
Provincial  Council,  implied  tliat  the  land  was 
given  conditionally  on  the  company  smelting  the 
ironsand.  The  Act  was  introduced  to  give  effect 
to  the  arrangement  made  by  the  company  with 
the  Provincial  Council ;  but,  in  consequence  of 
certain  conditions  in  that  Act  not  having  been  per- 
formed, the  Government  had  steadily  refused  to 
issue  the  Crown  grant.  One  matter  taken  excep- 
tion to  by  the  Government  was  that  the  company 
was  to  have  had  an  actual  capital  of  £30,000,  and, 
a«  it  was  held  that  the  company  had  not  that  ciipi- 
tAl,  therefore  it  was  not  entitled  to  the  Crown 
grant.  It  was  qiute  true  that  the  Superintendent 
gave  a  certificate,  under  clause  6  ot  the  Act  of 
1874,  stating  thut  he  wa^  satisfied  that  all  the 
conditions  had  been  complied  with ;  but,  as  the 
Superintendent  gave  a  certificate  he  was  not 
by  law  entitled  to  give,  there  was  no  doubt  that 
certificate  was  entirely  void.  That  was  the  con- 
clusion the  Crown  Law  Officers  caine  to.  It  was 
said  that  that  objection  was  now  overcome,  as  the 
capital  was  raised  to  the  amount  required,  -and 
that  consequently  the  Act  was  complied  with.  If 
that  were  the  case,  a  now  certificate  would  have 
to  be  issued;  and  it  was  quesiionable  whether  a 
certificate  could  now  be  issued  by  the  Governor, 
under  sectiou  G,  having  the  same  legal  effect  as 
that  which  was  issued  by  the  Supeviutt-ndent. 
That  question  ought  to  be  referred  to  the  Law 
Officers  of  the  Crown.  Then  another  question 
arose.  Certain  covenants  were  made  between 
the  Superintendent  and  the  company  in  the 
lease,  which  was  embodied  in  the  Provincial 
Ordinance,  providing  that  the  company  should 
carry  on  the  works ;  and,  in  default  of  pro- 
ducing the  quantity  of  cast-iron  agreed  to  in 
the  lease  they  were  lo  |ay  lines.  These  fines 
now  came  to  £J,5G0.  But  this  lease  between 
the  Superintendent  and  the  company,  approved 
of  by  the  Ordinance  of  the  Provincial  Council, 
and  the  Act  of  1874,  were  all  o  e  arrangement; 
and  therefore  the  company,  on  the  one  hand,  was 
now  liable  to  fines  amounting  to  £4,500  ;  and 
the  Governor,  taking  the  place  of  the  Superin- 
tendent, if  he  wore  called  upon  to  issue  the  cer- 
tificate, would  at  the  same  time  be  cnlled  upon, 
acting  on  the  part  of  the  public,  to  recover  the 
fines  which  had  accumulated  in  consequence  of 
the  conditions  not  having  been  carried  out.  He 
thought  the  whole  Bill  was  a  mistake.  The  only 
way  of  dealing  with  it  wn<5  to  carry  out  a  sugges- 
tion whicli  was  made  in  the  House  in  1877 — that 
was,  that  it  should  be  agreed  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  to  condone  the  fines,  that  the  sum 
of  6s.  an  acre  paid  by  the  company  shoiUd  bo 
returned,  and  that  the  eompany  should  surrender 
all  claim  to  the  land.  That  would  be  a  fair  and 
equitable  way  of  settling  the  diffieidly.  Although 
the  company  had  a  certain  clahu  on  the  land, 
still  the  public  had  a  large  claim  on  the  company; 
Mr.  Keiit/ 


and,  if  the  company  went  on  the  strict  letter  of 
the  law,  of  course  the  Government,  as  the  pro- 
tectors of  the  rights  of  the  public,  must  also 
insist  upon  the  strict  letter  of  the  law  being 
carried  out  on  the  other  side.  If  the  land  were 
granted  to  the  company,  on  the  one  hand,  and 
the  fines  were  imposed,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
company  would  not  be  in  so  good  a  position  as  it 
would  be  in  if  it  accepted  the  sum  of  £1,250  now 
placed  on  the  estimates. 

Mr.  McLE  AN  said  that  when  he  was  a  member 
of  the  Government  he  inquired  into  this  claim, 
with  the  view  of  dealing  liberally  with  the  com- 
pany, which  had  lost  a  large  amount  of  money. 
But,  after  going  carefully  into  the  matter,  he 
could  come  to  no  other  conclusion  than  that  they 
were  not  entitled  to  the  land  :  in  fact,  if  he  re- 
collected rightly,  they  went  so  far  as  not  to  pay 
the  rates  themselves.  If  they  had  any  intention 
of  claiming  the  land,  they  should  not  have  done 
that.  All  he  could  see  his  way  to  do — and  he  did 
not  think  they  were  legally  entitled  even  to  that 
— was  to  place  £1,250  on  the  estimates,  for  the 
purpose  of  returning  the  amount  paid  by  the 
company  for  the  land.  Ue  was  always  willing 
to  support  that  proposal,  but  he  could  not  go 
further. 

Mr.  STEWART  said  this  was  a  matter  with 
which  ho  was  not  unacquainted,  because  a  num- 
ber of  the  parties  interested  in  this  company  were 
Hunedin  shareholders.  It  had  been  brought  un- 
der his  consideration,  and  he  had  made  himself 
acquainted  with  the  history  of  the  subject  as  well 
as  he  could.  It  seemed  to  him  that  the  objec- 
tions now  raised  were  admittedly  purely  technical, 
and  he  apprehended  the  House  would  not  enter- 
tain them.  The  circumstances  connected  with 
this  transaction  had  been  lucidly  and  candidly 
expiv-  od  by  the  honorable  member  for  Wanga- 
nui  (Mr.  Ballanco).  The  position  taken  up  by 
the  Minister  of  Lands  seemed  to  be  somewhat  in- 
consistent. He  stated  at  the  outset  that  what 
was  expected  was  that  this  agreement  should  be 
carried  out  in  the  spirit  and  in  the  letter.  In 
another  part  of  his  speech  he  stated  that  it  had 
been  carried  out — that  was  to  say,  there  had  been 
a  technical  comidiance  with  the  Act — but  thit 
something  which  had  been  intended  or  expected 
by  some  other  person  or  body  was  not  fulfilled. 

Mr.  ROLLESrON  said  the  honorable  gentle- 
man misunderstood  him.  Technical  compliance 
on  a  considerable  number  of  points  had  been 
forced  step  by  step  upon  the  shareholders;  but 
now  there  was  a  technical  point  which  could  not 
otherwise  be  remedied,  and  the  Legislature  was 
asked  to  remedy  it  by  passing  this  Bill.  He 
asked  whether,  the  spirit  of  the  agreement  not 
having  been  fulfilled,  the  House  could  fairly  be 
asked  to  remedy  that  technical  difficulty. 

Mr.  STEWART  accepted  that  explanation. 
The  honorable  member  for  Waikouaiti  stated  that 
when  he  was  a  member  of  the  Government  he 
went  into  the  matter,  and  endeavoured  to  come  to 
some  conclusion  on  the  merits  of  the  case.  He 
did  not  explain  to  the  House  what  had  been  his 
difficulty  iu  arriving  at  a  satisfactory  conclusion. 
As  far  as  ho  (Mr.  Stewart)  could  see,  the"  only 
ditHculty  was  this  question  of  selection,     llie  6th 
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section  of  the  Act  seemed  to  be  perfectly  clear. 
It  said, — 

"  Upon  the  completion  of  the  gaid  furnace  or 
furnaces  as  aforesaid,  and  upon  the  certificate  in 
writing  of  the  Superintendent  that  the  proTisions 
of  thi«  Act  hare  been  fully  complied  with  in  re- 
spect of  the  lands  hereby  authorized  to  be  selected 
as  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Governor, 
in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  Her  Majesty  the 
Queen,  to  issue  grants  of  the  lands  selected  by  the 
company  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act :  Pro- 
Tided  always  that,  before  any  grant  of  land  selected 
under  this  Act  shall  be  made  as  hereinbefore  pro- 
Tided,  the  Superintendent  shall  be  satisfied  that 
the  company  hare  a  nominal  capital  of  not  less 
than  fifty  thousand  pounds  sterling,  and  an  actual 
capital  of  not  less  than  thirty  thousand  pounds 
sterling,  and  that  the  company  shall  have  ex- 
pended ten  thousand  pounds  sterling  within  the 
province  in  erecting  and  completing  a  blast  fur- 
nace, or  more  than  one  such  furnace,  and  in  the 
purchasing  of  plant  and  labour-charges  for  the 
purpose  of  carrring  on  the  smelting  of  the 
Taranaki  ironsand.'' 

He  understood  it  was  admitted  beyond  all 
doubt  that  this  furnace  had  been  completed ;  that 
the  certificate  had  been  issued  by  the  Superin- 
tendent ;  and  the  only  thing  now  to  be  done  was 
to  issue  the  grant.  The  Superintendent,  when 
he  issued  the  certificate,  must  haTe  been  satis- 
fied that  all  the  conditions  were  fulfilled.  The 
honorable  member  for  New  Plymouth  stated 
that  the  Superintendent  did  something  which  ho 
was  not  justified  in  doing.  He  understood  the 
contention  was  that  the  company  was  not  pro- 
perly formed  at  that  particular  time. 

Mr.  KELLY.— What  I  stated  was,  that  there 
was  not  an  actual  capital  of  £30,000  when  the 
Superintendent  ^ve  his  certificate. 

Mr.  STEWART  said  the  capital  was  after- 
wai-ds  oalled  up  to  the  necessary  amount,  and, 
he  believed,  paid  by  the  company ;  so  that 
that  provision  had  been  fully  complied  with. 
Here  they  had  a  company  investing  £30,000  iu 
promoting  what  was  expected  to  prove  a  profit- 
able industry,  upon  a  distinct  promise  that  a 
Cnt  would  be  made  to  them  of  5,000  acres  of 
d.  The  company,  upon  the  strength  of  that 
promise,  subscribed  its  capital,  entered  upon  its 
enterprise,  completed  the  furnace,  and,  nc  be- 
lieTed,  smelted  a  certain  quantity  of  ironsand: 
in  fact,  eTcrjrthing  incumbent  upon  the  company 
was  done ;  but,  through  some  purely  technical  pro- 
Tision  about  the  selection  of  this  land,  the  grant 
could  not  issue.  Was  it  to  be  said  that,  when 
a  company  inyested  such  a  large  sum  of  money  as 
that  in  furthering  an  industry  that  was  fully 
expected  to  be  profitable,  the  House  would  stand 
upon  a  defect  which,  if  enforced,  would  not  reflect 
much  credit  upon  the  House  ?  He  had  not  seen 
the  opinions  referred  to  by  the  Minister  of  Lands 
and  the  honorable  member  for  Wanganui ;  but, 
judging  from  what  he  had  heard,  those  opinions 
were  in  faTOur  of  the  issue  of  the  grant,  if  this 
purely  technical  defect  could  be  got  OTer.  Pro- 
bably the  Minister  of  Lands  would  read  those 
opinions  to  the  House,  as  an  opinion  was  lately 
read  to  the  House  bv  the  Premier.    The  Minister 


of  Lands  stated  that  there  was  another  side  to 
the  question,  which  ought  to  be  put.  From  the 
side  which  the  honorable  gentleman  put,  he  (Mr. 
Stewart)  was  rather  confirmed  in  his  opinion  as  to 
the  absolute  justice  of  and  necesfity  for  passing 
the  Bill.  The  honorable  gentleman  stated  that 
there  was  standing  in  the  way  a  purely  technical 
defect.  He  (Mr.  Stewait)*  hoped  the  House 
would  not  adopt  a  system  of  repudiation,  because 
that  muBt  necessarily  reflect  upon  the  colony  as  a 
whole.  This  company  had  invested  the  whole  of 
their  means  on  the  strength  of  a  promise  being 
fulfilled ;  and,  if  bad  faith  were  kept  with  them, 
people  might  think  there  wa«  nothing  like  fair 
dealing  in  public  matters  in  the  colony.  A 
stronger  case  could  not  possibly  be  made  out 
than  that  brought  forward  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Wanganui  and  the  Minister  of  Lands 
himself  to  justify  the  House  in  passing  this  Bill. 
It  had  been  suggested  that  a  fair  solution  of  the 
difliculty  would  be  to  refund  the  58.  per  acre ;  but 
he  submitted,  ^ith  all  deference,  that  that  would 
not  be  a  fair  solution  of  the  question.  A  fair 
solution  would  be  this  :  that,  the  company  having 
complied  with  the  terms  of  the  Act  in  completing 
this  furnace,  in  raie>iug  £30,000  of  capital,  and 
getting  a  certificate  from  the  Superintendent — 
these  three  provisions  having  been  complied  with 
— the  House  should  recognize  the  company's  title 
to  the  5,000  aores.  They  were  entitled  to  that 
as  an  absolute  right,  and  he  submitted  that  the 
denial  of  that  right  would  be  tantamount  to  rob- 
bing these  people  of  the  just  claims  they  had 
acquired  uuder  the  Act.  He  should  be  sorry 
indeed  if  any  Government  t»hould  be  found  re- 
sisting a  claim  such  as  this  conipany  had,  and 
which  was  founded  upon  equity  and  justice.  Of 
cour!ie  it  might  be  expected  that,  inasmuch  as 
this  question  had  been  brought  forward  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Wanganui,  some  opposi- 
tion would  be  made  to  the  Bill,  as  was  made  to 
anything  emanating  from  his  side  of  the  House ; 
but  he  hoped  honoi*ablo  members  would  rise 
above  such  considerations  as  that,  and  vote  upon 
the  pure  merits  of  the  que.ntion.  The  honorable 
member  for  New  Plymouth  had  referred  to  some 
lease.  He  (Mr.  Stewart)  was  ignorant  of  the 
existence  of  that  lease.  Possibly  lie  might  have 
heard  something  about  it ;  but  that  document  had 
nothing  to  do  with  this  particular  question.  He 
entirely  disputed  that  the  lease  had  anything  to 
do  with  the  issue  of  the  grunt.  The  Government 
might  have  some  remedy  in  respect  of  the  fines, 
if  they  chose  to  enforce  them.  The  lease  was  an 
entirely  separate  document,  and  should  not  stand 
in  the  way  of  the  issue  of  the  grant.  Non  con- 
sfat  that  the  company  were  able  to  carry  out 
the  terms  of  the  lease  on  account  of  the  way  in 
which  the  Government  had  treated  them.  If  the 
company  had  received  a  gi-nnt  of  the  land,  they 
might  at  once  have  been  able  to  comply  with  the 
terms  of  the  leai^e.  The  holding-baek  of  the 
Crown  grant  might  have  rendered  the  company 
unable  to  carry  out  the  terms  of  the  lease. 
It  was  all  very  well  to  hold  the  terms  of  the 
lease  in  ien-orem  over  the  company.  Had  it  not 
been  for  the  issue  of  the  grant  being  withheld, 
the  company  might  have  been  enabled  to  comply 
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with  Ihe  terms  of  the  lease.  Whatever  opinion 
the  GoTemment  might  have  on  this  matter,  he 
hoped  the  House  would  come  to  a  fair  and  proper 
decision.  He  hoped  there  would  be  no  real  oppo- 
sition to  this  Bill;  but,  if  there  should  be,  he 
would  ask  that  it  be  referred  to  some  Committee 
of  the  House.  He  did  not  think  it  should  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  which  the  honorable 
member  for  New  Plymouth  was  Chairman,  as  that 
honorable  gentleman  entertained,  and  had  ex- 
pressed, strong  opinions  on  this  question.  Look- 
ing at  ihe  Act,  and  after  the  explanations  given 
hy  the  honorable  member  for  Wangauui  and  the 
Minister  of  Lands,  he  thought  the  House  must 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  there  were  obligations 
which  could  not  be  evaded,  and  that  it  should 
i^ead  this  Bill  a  second  time. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  would-support  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  and  he  hoped  the  House 
would  adopt  the  same  course.  As  far  as  he 
could  gather,  the  terms  of  the  contract  had  been 
complied  with  in  a  bond  fide  umnner  by  the 
company,  as  thej  had  expended  more  than 
double  the  amount  thej  undertook  to  expend, 
and  there  was  no  doubt  they  had  the  requisite 
machinery  and  plant  on  the  spot,  and  only 
required  possession  of  the  land  to  enable  them 
to  carry  on  the  work  j — they  only  required  the 
5,000  acres  of  land  to  enable  them  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  work.  The  furnace  was  built  at 
a  time  when  there  was  no  railway  there,  and  the 
company  could  not  possibly  carry  on  the  work  ; 
but,  now  that  they  had  a  railway  running  within 
two  hundred  yards  of  the  furnace,  they  could 
carry  out  the  work.  He  admired  the  pluck  of 
the  company  in  landing  their  machinery  and 
plant  on  the  beach  at  Kew  Plymouth,  and  cart- 
ing it  to  the  spot  at  the  cost  of  an  enormous  sum 
of  money.  He  thought  the  House  should  not 
deal  with  this  matter  in  a  niggardly  spirit:  it 
should  deal  with  it  in  a  generous  spirit.  No 
doubt  a  large  number  of  people  had  been  induced 
to  invest  money  in  this  undertaking  in  the  hope 
of  the  company  being  generously  dealt  with,  and 
getting  the  land.  He  knew  that  in  the  South 
there  was  a  strong  feeling  existing  on  this  subject, 
and  if  he  were  a  resident  of  Taranuki  he  should 
endeavour  to  allay  it.  It  was  surely  desirable 
that  the  company's  plant  should  be  brought  into 
operation.  It  was  a  pity  to  see  it  lying  idle.  He 
had  no  doubt  that  the  ironsand  would  be  smelted 
there,  and  all  that  was  required  was  the  grant  of 
land  to  enable  the  work  to  be  carried  out.  He 
hoped  the  House  would  agree  to  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  Bill. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE  said  that,  if  the  honorable 
member  for  Dunediu  City  (Mr.  Stewart)  had 
known  the  real  facts  of  the  case,  he  would  not 
have  stated  that  the  company  were  merely  wait- 
ing for  the  grant  to  go  on  with  the  work.  The 
company  had  no  idea  of  smelting  the  sand.  Their 
sole  object  was  to  get  the  laud,  in  order  to  divide 
it  amongst  themselves.  The  honorable  member 
for  Diinedin  City  first  of  all  said  that  he  knew  all 
about  the  question,  and  then  he  argued  as  if  he 
only  knew  one  side  of  it. 

Mr.  STEWART  said  the  honorable  member 
was  misrepresenting  him,  as  he  usually  did. 
Mr.  Stewart 


Colonel  TRIMBLE  said  the  honorable  gentle- 
man stated  that  he  knew  all  about  the  question, 
and  then  he  showed  that  he  knew  only  one  side  of 
it.     The  honorable  gentleman  acknowledged  that 
ho  knew  nothing  whatever  of  the  obligations  of 
the  company.     He  knew  only  of  the  obligations  to 
the  company.      What  was   the  position  of  the 
company  ?     They  obtained  their  lease  on  the  31  st 
December,  1873,  and  were  to  have  twelve  months 
for  the  erection  of  their  works.    From  the  begin- 
ning of  1875  they  were  to  commence  to  produce 
iron,  on  which  they  were  to  pay  a  royalty  of  Is. 
a  ton.     Supposing  they  did  not  produce  the  iron 
in  certain  quantities,  they  were  to  pay  a  penalty 
of  lOs.  a  ton  for  all  iron  deficient  in  quantity.  In 
the  first  year  the  company  were  to  produce  1,000 
tons;  in  1876,  1,600  tons;  in  1877,  2,000  tons; 
in  1878,  2,500  tons ;  and  from  that  time  forward 
a  similar  quantity.     The  penalties  up  to  the  31st 
December  next  would  amount  to  £4-,760.     Did 
the  company  propose  to  pay  those  penalties  over  ? 
Had  any  hint  come  from  the  company  that  they 
proposed  to  pay  them  to  the  Province  of  Tara* 
naki  ?     They  had  not  as  yet  heard  anything  on 
that  part  of  the  subject  from  honorable  gentle- 
men opposite.     The   words  of   the  lease   were 
these:  "The  company  do,  for  themselves,  their 
successors,  and  assigns,  covenant  with  the  lessor 
and  his   successors   in  office  that  the  company 
will  work  and  smelt  the  ironsand;"  and  it  was 
further  agreed  that  the  lease  should  be  forfeited 
if   the  iron   were    not    smelted    "according   to 
the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  these  present*.*' 
The   lease   was   baaed   on  the   supposition    that 
the  ironsand  would  be  worked.     Some  explana- 
tion might  have  been  given  in  reference  to  the 
get  tins- up  of  the  deficient  part  of  the  company's 
capital,  amounting  to  £2,000  or  £3,000.      The 
company  had  raised  that  amount  in  a  peculiar 
way.     The  whole  thing  seemed,  from  the  Teiy 
beginning  up  to  the  end  of  it,  a  mistake,  per- 
haps, with  its  originators;  but,  as  stated  by  a 
ceitain  gentleman,  he  (Colonel  Trimble)  thought 
it  in  many  respects  yery  discreditable.    If  the  com- 
pany hod  shown  the  slightest  desire  to  do   the 
work,  he  believed  there  was  no  man  in  Taranaki 
wlio  would  not  have  readily  met  them ;  and,  if 
there  was  the  slightest  prospect  at  the  present 
time  that  the  grant  of  5,000  acres  would  lead  to 
the  smelting  of  this  ironsand,  he  knew  of  no  one 
who  would  not  petition  the  Government  to  make 
the  grant.     But,  when  he  knew  that  the  coinpaxiy 
had  made  no  arrangements  for  that  purpose,  and 
had  shown  no  eagerness  to  do  so,  to  say,  as  had 
been   said   by   the   honorable   member  for    Port 
Chalmers,  that  they  were  simply  waiting  for  the 
5,000  acres  to  commence  operations  was,   in  liLs 
(Colonel  Trimble's)  opinion,  an  entire  mistake. 

Mr.  BARRON  intended  to  vote  for  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill.  The  company  secured,  the 
promise  of  this  land  before  they  committed  tbem- 
selves  to  this  industry. 

Hon.  M£MBEUS. — No. 

Mr.  BARRON  said  it  was  one  of  the  indace- 
ments,  at  all  events.  If  shareholders  had  not 
looked  forward  to  the  ultimate  possession  of  so 
many  acres  of  laud  they  would  not  haT-e  risked 
their  money  in  the  solving  of  a  problem    which 
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they  might  not  he  able  to  solve  suooessf  ally.  He 
knew  a  great  many  shareholders  in  the  South  had 
spent  their  money  freely  so  long  as  they  thought 
there  was  some  certainty  of  the  industry  being 
successful ;  but,  when  they  came  to  know  that 
they  were  litendly  throwing  their  money  into 
the  sea,  they  rery  wisely  and  properly  began  to 
look  at  their  position.  It  ought  to  be  remem- 
bered by  honorable  members  that  land  was  not  a 
moyable  property.  This  proposal  meant  simply 
the  transfer  of  land  already  set  aside  for  the 
purpose  from  the  Goyemment  into  the  hands  of 
the  company,  and  under  the  proposed  Property- 
Tax  Bill  the  land  would  begin  to  yield  revenue 
to  the  country ;  and,  if  that  consideration  did 
not  weigh  with  honorable  members,  he  did  not 
see  how  the  GoTornment  could  refuse  to  look 
upon  it  as  a  strong  argument  in  favour  of  this 
transfer  beinff  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WA:o:FIELD  should  support  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  on  the  understanding  that  it 
would  afterwards  be  referred  to  a  Committee. 
He  should  certainly  not  support  the  second  read- 
ing upon  the  argument  of  the  honorable  member 
who  had  just  spoken,  because,  if  such  an  argu- 
ment were  to  hold  good,  the  Government  might 
as  well  hand  over  the  whole  waste  lands  of  the 
Crown,  in  order  that  they  might  be  taxed.  If 
that  was  the  strongest  argument  which  the  honor- 
able member  for  Caversbam  could  adduce  in  sup- 
port of  the  Bill,  all  he  (Mr.  Wakefield)  could  say 
was,  that  there  was  very  little  chance  of  its  becom- 
ing law.  He  objected  altogether  to  the  insinuations 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr. 
Stewart)  that  members  on  his  (Mr.  Wakefield's) 
side  of  the  House  could  not  take  an  unbiassed 
Tiew  of  private  Bills.  He  had  always  assisted  in 
the  passmg  of  private  Bills,  and  had  never  allowed 
a  party  feeling  to  interfere  with  his  conduct  when 
private  Bills  were  under  consideration.  If  the 
nonorable  member  for  Dunedin  City  continued 
to  make  such  unwarranted  insinuations,  he  would 
only  alienate  support  from  any  measure  which 
he  advocated.  There  were  certain  matters  con- 
nected vrith  this  Bill  which  needed  an  inquiry 
such  as  it  was  not  likely  to  get  in  that  House, 
and  it  would  be  better  to  refer  it  to  a  competent 
Committee,  such  as  the  Waste  Lands  Committee 
or  the  Public  Petitions  Committee.  It  had  been 
insinuated  that  the  Public  Petitions  Committee 
yrould  not  be  an  impartial  tribunal  to  refer  it  to, 
because  the  Chairman  of  that  Committee  hap- 
pened to  be  the  honorable  member  for  New  Ply- 
mouth. He  had  known  the  honorable  member 
for  New  Plymouth  as  Chairman  of  the  Public 
Petitions  Committee  for  a  number  of  years,  and 
had  never  known  his  impartiality  to  be  called  in 
question  before.  He  believed  the  Public  Peti- 
tions Committee  was  a  perfectly  impartial  tri- 
bunal, and  he  did  not  think  that,  although  the 
honorable  member  for  New  Plymouth  was  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee,  he  would  show  any  bias  if 
this  Bill  went  before  the  Committee.    The  whole 

?[uestion  was,  whether  the  company  had  per- 
ormed  their  part  of  the  contract  under  the  Act — 
whether  they  had  carried  out  the  spirit  of  the 
Act,  and  were  entitled  to  this  grant  of  land.  It 
had  been  attempted  to  be  shown  that  the  granting 
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of  this  land  would  facilitate  a  local  industry ;  but 
he  did  not  anticipate  anything  of  the  kind.  If 
this  grant  of  land  were  given  it  would  simply 
recoup  to  a  certain  extent  a  number  of  unsuccess- 
ful speculators  the  loss  that  had  accrued  to  them 
by  the  non-success  of  their  speculation.  He  had 
no  doubt  the  land  would  be  immediately  sold. 
The  chances  were  that  the  shareholders  were  by 
no  means  men  who  entered  upon  this  enterprise 
and  risked  their  money  for  the  sole  object  of 
trying  to  establish  this  industry.  The  shares 
were  probably  bought  up  and  in  the  hands  of  a 
few  people. 

Mr.  STEWART.— That  is  not  the  case. 
Mr.  WAKEFIELD  said  he  was  simply  stating 
the  fact  that  it  was  quite  likely  the  shares  had 
been  purchased,  as  in  many  companies,  when  they 
were  depreciated  by  speculators,  and  that  this 
land  would  simply  fall  into  the  hands  of  a  few  to 
recoup  their  outlay  ;  so  that  it  did  not  appear  to 
him  that  the  CQterprise  would  be  forwarded  at  all 
by  the  granting  of  this  land.  The  company  had 
a  very  Uberal  offer  made  to  them.  If  they  made  a 
hundred  tons  of  iron,  under  the  Act  of  1877  th^ 
would  have  been  enabled  to  get  possession  of  this 
land.  They  never  made  it,  and  the  fact  remained 
that  the  irousand  manufacture  had  so  fiir  failed  ; 
and  it  was,  he  thought,  misleading  to  tell  the  House 
that  the  granting  of  this  land  would  further  the 
manufacture.  It  might  be  right  to  say  so,  and  if 
it  turned  out  to  be  the  case  he  had  no  doubt  the 
Committee  would  report  in  such  a  manner  as 
would  induce  the  House  to  accede  to  the  grant. 

Mr.  MUBBAT  thought  the  honorable  member 
who  had  last  spoken  had  made  an  assumption  pre- 
judicial to  the  company  which  he  was  not  justified 
in  making.  He  (Mr.  Murray)  was  not  aware  that 
the  shares  had  been  purchased  by  speculators.  He 
was  aware  of  this  much,  however :  that  a  desire 
existed  to  test  the  value  of  this  ironsand  as  an 
industry  of  the  colony ;  a  company  was  offered 
certain  inducements,  and  they  very  foolishly  ex- 
pended a  very  large  amount  of  capital,  and  the 
enterprise  proved  unsuccessful.  His  position  as 
Chairman  of  the  Industrial  Committee  afforded 
him  opportunities  of  knowing  the  prospects  of 
success  of  different  industries,  and  he  never  be- 
lieved that  this  ironsand  manufacture  would  be  a 
financial  success.  Through  some  technical  £ulure, 
the  company  did  not  carry  out  all  the  require- 
ments of  the  agreement;  but  they  had  carried 
out  their  part  in  good  faith,  and  he  believed  that, 
instead  of  spen(Sng  £20,000,  they  had  spent 
£26,000  in  endeavouring  to  establish  this  indus- 
try. They  were  promised  5,000  acres,  and  it 
would  be  a  very  improper  thing,  in  a  colony  like 
this,  depending  so  much  on  credit  and  good  faith 
to  develop  its  wealth  and  promote  its  industrial 
progress,  if  honorable  members  attempted  by  any 
means,  for  the  sake  of  saving  the  5,000  acres,  to 
take  from  the  company  its  just  due.  The  com"* 
pany  had  been  induced  to  spend  a  large  amount 
of  money,  and  to  their  rumous  loss  they  had 
failed  in  their  enterprise  ;  and  now  some  honor- 
able members  vrished  to  increase  their  loss  by 
depriving  them  of  that  to  which  they  were  en- 
titled. 
Mr.  HUTCHISON  thought  a  great  deal  could 
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be  said  on  both  sides  of  this  question,  bat  it 
ftppeiured  to  him,  from  the  Act  of  1874^  that  a 
good  clidm  began  there.  Simple  terms  were 
there  stated,  and  beyond  these  the  House  had  no 
right  to  go.  They  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
lease  mentioned.  If  the  company  had  fulfilled 
all  that  was  mentioned  in  the  Act  of  1874^  they 
had  done  all  that  was  requisite  to  enable  them 
to  daim  the  land,  and  any  technical  obstacle  to 
their  claim  which  existed  under  that  Act  was 
proposed  to  be  remored  by  the  Bill  now  before 
the  House.  The  state  of  the  case  seemed  to  be 
this :  Here  were  a  number  of  gentlemen  interested 
in  the  progress  of  the  country,  and  interested 
more  especially  in  this  ironsand  manufacture. 
Their  nominal  capital  was  to  be  £50,000;  but 
the  actual  money  paid  was  not  to  be  more  than 
£10,000.  They  had  already  spent  £26,000,  but 
unfortunately  the  thing  had  failed  so  fiur.  He 
was  not  sure  whether  they  intended  to  renew  the 
attempt  or  not.  He  was  not  aware  that  there  was 
any  reason  to  say  that  they  were  not  going  to 
carry  it  on  further.  But  surely  it  was  a  Tery 
praiseworthy  thing  to  hare  attempted  to  derelop 
a  manufacture  of  this  kind,  and  to  hare  dubbed 
together  a  sum  of  £26,000  for  the  purpose.  He 
thought  that,  looking  at  all  the  circumstances  of 
the  case,  it  was  not  at  all  an  unfair  or  unreason- 
able thine,  or  a  thing  which  the  House  should 
look  cold^  upon,  that  gentlemen  who  had  ex- 
pended £26,000  on  the  strength  of  an  Act  of 
Parliament  should  now  come  and  say,  "  Do  not 
deprire  us,  by  any  mere  technicality,  of  6,000 
acres  of  land,  which  we  thought  we  were  fairly 
entitled  to  when  spending  our  money.  We  failed 
in  the  main  object  we  hsd  in  yiew ;  but  we  tried, 
to  the  best  of  our  ability,  to  acoomplish  it,  and, 
at  all  eyents,  we  are  entitled  to  the  5,000  acres 
of  land  as  a  matter  of  fair  dealing."  Therefore 
he  was  prepared  most  heartily  to  support  the 
second  raading  of  this  Bill.  Of  course,  if  any 
further  information  were  required,  and  if  a  ma- 
jority of  the  House  thought  such  a  course  would 
be  desirable,  there  could  be  no  objection  to  send 
the  BiU  to  a  Select  Committee,  in  order  that  the 
matter  might  be  investi^ted  still  further;  but, 
at  the  same  time,  he  did  not  think  there  was 
much  or  anything  to  be  gained  by  such  a  course. 
Mr.  BALLAm)£,  in  i^ply,  said  he  thought  it 
would  be  adyisable  to  refer  this  Bill  to  a  Com- 
mittee, and  therefore  would  himself  recommend 
that  it  be  remitted  to  either  the  Waste  Lands 
Committee  or  the  Public  Accounts  Committee : 
probably  the  former  would  be  the  better  Com- 
mittee. With  regard  to  the  shareholders,  he  was 
assured  they  were  numerous,  and  lired  in  various 
parts  of  the  colony.  The  shares  had  not  been 
bought  by  speculators.  They  had  been  for  a 
long  time  unsaleable,  and  no  speculator  would 
touch  them.  The  property  of  the  company  had 
depreciated  to  such  an  extent  that  the  shares  were 
looked  upon  as  utterly  valueless.  He  himself  had 
no  interest  in  the  company.  He  knew  some  of  the 
shareholders,  and  was  acquainted  with  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  the  company  was  started. 
He  believed  there  had  been  a  great  deal  of  false 
representation,  and  that  the  Taranaki  people, 
instead  of  depreciating  and  denouncing  this  oom- 
Mr.  Hutchison 


P*Q7>  .ought  to  have  given  it  their  best 
ance;  and  he  thought  it  a  most  unfortunate 
thing,  oonsiderinff  the  enterprise  shown  by  the 
company,  and  the  fisct  that  it  had  expended 
£26,000  in  an  endeavour  to  establish  sudi  an 
important  manufacture,  that  the  Taranaki  mem- 
bers should  combine  to  destroy  what  prospect 
there  remained  for  the  company  to  obtain  any- 
thing like  justice. 

Bui  read  a  seoond  time. 

Mr.  BALLANCS  moved,  That  the  Bill  be 
referred  to  the  Waste  Lands  Committee. 

Mr.  McLEAN  thought  the  question  involved 
was  one  of  aocount,  rather  than  a  question  affect- 
ing waste  lands;  and  he  would  move,  as  an 
amendment.  That  the  Bill  be  referred  to  the 
Public  Accounts  Committee. 

Mr.  WAEBFIELD  pointed  out  that  the 
Public  Accounts  Committee  would  be  much 
more  likely  to  deal  with  the  Bill  promptly  than 
the  Waste  Lands  Committee ;  and  &r  that  reason, 
and  because  the  question  involved  was  really  a 
matter  of  aocount  rather  than  one  affecting  waste 
lands,  he  would  sug^t  that  Uie  Bill  should  be 
referred  to  the  PuUio  Accounts  Committee. 

Mr.BALLANCB  said  he  had  no  fseluDg  in  the 
matter  one  way  or  the  other,  but  believed  the 
Bill  would  have  to  be  referred  to  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee,  according  to  the  rules  of  the 
House. 

Question  put,  ''That  the  words  'Waste  Lands 
Conunittee'  stand  part  of  the  question;"  upon 
which  a  division  was  oalled  for,  with  the  follow- 
ing result: — 

Ayes        27 

Koee        22 


M^ority  for 

6 

Aybs. 

Mr.  Allwright, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

Mr.  Andrews, 

Mr.  Moss, 

Mr.  Barron, 

Mr.  Murray, 

Mr.  Bunny, 

Mr.  Beeves, 

Mr.  De  Lautonr, 

Mr.  Seddon, 

Mr.  Dick, 

Mr.  Sheehan, 

Mr.  Gisbome, 

Mr.  Stewart, 

Major  Harris, 

Mr.  Thomson, 

Mr.  Hutchison, 

Mr.  Tomoana, 

Mr.  Johnston, 

Mr.  Tumbull, 

Mr.  Levin, 

Mr.  Beader  Wood 

Mr.  Lundon, 

TeUert. 

Mr.  Macandrew, 

Mr.  Ballance, 

Mr.  McCaughMi, 

Mr.  Hislop. 

No 

BS. 

Major  Atkinson, 

Mr.  Bolleston, 

Mr.  Bain, 

Mr.  Saunders, 

Mr.  Bowen, 

Mr.  Seymour, 

Mr.  aibbs. 

Mr.  Stevens, 

Mr.  Hall, 

Mr.  Sutton, 

Mr.  H.  Hirst, 

Mr.  Swanson, 

Mr.  W.  J.  Hurst, 

Colonel  Trimble, 

Mr.  Hursthouse, 

Miyor  Willis. 

Mr.  Kelly, 

Mr.  Oliver, 

TeUerg. 

Mr.  Pitt, 

Mr.  McLean, 

Mr.  Richardson, 

Mr.  Wakefield. 
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The  amendment  was  consequently  negatiyed, 
and  the  words  "  Waste  Lands  Committee  "  were 
ordered  to  stand  part-  of  the  question. 

Mwor  ATKINSON  would  like  to  know  whether 
the  House  was  competent  to  deal  with  the  ques- 
tion at  all  without  the  authority  of  the  Crown. 
It  appeared  to  him  that  the  Bill  dealt  with 
Crown  land. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  was  not  prepared  to  give  a 
decided  opinion  upon  the  point.  It  would  be 
better  to  let  the  Bill  go  to  the  Waste  Lands 
Committee.  That  would  not  debar  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  raising  his  objection  on  the 
third  reading. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  he  thought,  when  the 
question  was  raised  by  a  Minister  of  the  Crown, 
Mr.  Speaker  was  bound  to  decide  the  point. 

Mr.  SPEAKER,  in  that  case,  would  give  his 
opinion  that  the  Bill  must  now  go  to  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee. 

Mr.  KELLY  asked  whether  the  House  ought 
not  to  give  instructions  to  the  Committee.  The 
object  was  to  inquire  into  all  the  circumstances 
of  the  case. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  presumed  that  the  rule  of  the 
House  was  that  the  Bill  itself  wa.<  an  instruction 
to  the  Committee. 
^  Mr.  KELLY  said  that,  in  the  case  of  a  Waste 
Lands  Bill,  the  functions  of  the  Committee  were 
very  clear ;  but  in  this  case  the  Committee  ought 
to  be  instructed  to  inquire  whether  the  company 
had  performed  its  duty  with  regard  to  the  Bill  of 
1874.  That  was  a  question  entirely  apart  from 
the  Bill  itself,  and  this  was  the  proper  time  to 
instruct  the  Committee  on  the  matter. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  nothing  could  be  done 
with  the  Bill  now  but  to  refer  it  to  the  Commit- 
tee. Anything  else  must  be  done  at  a  subsequent 
period.  An  instruction  might  be  given  at  a 
future  time  to  the  Committee,  if  the  member  for 
New  Plymouth  would  give  notice  to  that  effect. 

Major  ATKINSON  asked  what  was  the  proper 
course  to  pursue,  supposing  a  Bill  slipped  through 
by  accident  without  the  authority  of  the  Crown, 
as  this  Bill  appeared  to  have  done.  It  infringed 
the  rights  of  the  Crown.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, he  wished  to  know  what  was  the  proper 
course  to  adopt.  There  was  no  doubt  an  error 
had  been  committed,  and  he  would  like  to  know 
how  it  oould  be  rectified. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  that,  if  a  Minister  of  the 


Crown  had  been  negligent  at  a  particular  stage  of 
a  Bill,  that  did  not  debar  him  from  bringing  the 
matter  before  the  House  at  a  subsequent  stage. 
The  objection  ought  to  have  been  taken  before  the 
introduction  of  the  Bill,  or  before  the  second 
reading,  and  it  could  be  made  before  the  third 
reading. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  said  the  Minister  should  have 
made  this  protest  before  the  Bill  reached  its 
present  stage.  He  should  now  let  the  Bill  go  to 
the  Committee,  and  put  his  foot  down  afterwards. 

Mr.  HALL  said  he  had  never  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  seeing  the  Bill  until  to-day :  in  fact,  ho 
had  not  seen  it  before  the  second  reading  was 
proposed. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD  would  like  to  know  whether 
a  Bill  dealing  with  waste  lands  of  the  Crown 
could  be  introduced  without  the  consent  of  the 
Crown.  He  had  often  seen  Mr.  Speaker  turn  to 
Ministers  and  ask  whether  a  particular  Bill  was 
introduced  with  their  consent  or  not ;  and  on 
several  occasions  leave  to  introduce  a  Bill  had 
been  refused  simply  because  Ministers  declined 
to  give  the  consent  of  the  Crown. 

Major  ATKINSON  had  always  understood 
that,  at  any  stage,  when  the  rights  of  the  Crown 
were  interfered  with  by  a  Bill,  the  Speaker  im- 
mediately interposed,  upon  his  attention  being 
called  to*  the  fact. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  did  not  consider  it  was  the 
Speaker's  duty  to  act  upon  the  advice  of  Minis- 
ters. He  had  his  own  judgment  to  guide  him. 
He  had  already  stated  that,  if  the  proper  for- 
malities had  not  been  gone  through,  it  would  not 
be  too  late  for  a  Minister  to  interfere,  if  he  had 
grounds  for  doing  so,  when  the  Bill  came  to  the 
third  reading. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  explained  that  when  he 
asked  a  question  in  connection  with  this  matter 
the  Minister  of  Lands  asked  to  be  allowed  time 
to  see  the  papers  connected  with  it,  so  that  he 
presumed  the  honorable  gentleman  was  familiar 
with  all  the  Bill  contained. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  said  the  BUI  did  not  deal 
with  any  new  question.  There  was  an  Act  passed 
in  1874  which  dealt  with  this  land. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  Treasurer  alleged  that 
it  dealt  with  some  additional  land.  He  could  not 
say  whether  it  did  or  not. 

Bill  referred  to  the  Waste  Lands  Committee. 

The  House  adjourned  at  one  o'clock  a.m. 


END  OF  THIRTY-THIRD  VOLUME. 


By  Authority  i    Gkuroe  Dii>hbciit,  Oovemment  Printer. 
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